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‘CHANGE CANNOT OCCUR WITHOUT INVOLVEMENT OF ALL PARTIES’

    New Phuket gov
outlines plans for
improving the island,
enhancing tourism

Songkran
ends with
four deaths,
70 injuries
THE annual Seven Days of
Danger road-safety campaign
during Songkran ended on
April 17 with a total of 67
accidents injuring 70 and kill-
ing four, an increase in both
number of deaths and injuries
as compared to last year.
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New Phuket Governor Norraphat Plodthong told the press that wants cleanliness to be a
continuous battle and not just a one-day event. Photo: PR Dept

Return of the Russians is
re-boosting the Phuket
villa market.
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By Kongleaphy Keam

NEWLY-elected Phuket Governor
Norraphat Plodthong says his first prior-
ity is to beautify Phuket.

The governor on April 19 held his first
‘media meet’ at the Provincial Hall since
his arrival on the island on April 10, to lay
out his plans for Phuket.

On April 4, ex-Phuket Governor
Chokchai Dejamornthan was transferred
out after six months on the job, with Gov
Norraphat – previously Provincial Man-
agement Adviser at the Office of the
Permanent Secretary of Interior – being
named as his successor.

This project was named by the Gover-
nor as ‘Beautiful Phuket by our hands’ or
‘Phuket Suay Duay Mue Rao’.

“Cleanliness is the very first impression
we present to anyone – we must ensure that
Phuket is always clean – so we remain in
line with our image as a world class tour-
ist destination,” said Gov Norraphat.

“Cleanliness doesn’t just mean trash col-
lection, but also improving the general
image of Phuket as one the cleanest tourist
destinations in the world. We will renovate
all dirty things that affect our image, such
as waterways, fresh markets, public parks,
restaurants, stray dogs, and so on.”

The governor added that he wanted
cleanliness efforts to be sustainable, rather
than a one-off event.

“This is not a one-day project that we
pick up trash, pose for the press, and call
it a day. The change should be real and
lasting.

“It has to start with you. This cannot
work without the involvement of all par-
ties. Everyone has to understand that
cleanliness is their responsibility too, rather
than just the government’s,” he added.

The governor acknowledged that
Phuket has many other problems waiting
to be solved, but that cleanliness was the
easiest one to start with. The project is ex-

pected to begin in May, with a three-month
evaluation also scheduled.

The governor said his second priority is
to make Phuket safer, but details about how
he plans to put that in motion have not yet
been revealed.

The third project is using sports to fight
the prevalent drug culture among young-
sters on the island.

“Local authorities and educational in-
stitutions must arrange sports competitions
for youth to participate in every month. In
3-6 months, we will arrange a prize-giv-
ing ceremony for those with the most
participation certificates,” said Gov
Norraphat.

The last agenda of the meeting was cre-
ating religious harmony.

“Religion is a sensitive subject, so I will
try to learn as much as possible about other
religions by visiting mosques, churches and
so on. I want people to talk openly about
their problems, so we can work together
and find ways to solve them,” said Gov
Norraphat.

“My management style is using the

problems as the subject matter or proposi-
tion. Then we analyze the root cause of
the issue from different angles. Then, we
prepare, plan and solve the problem.

“My motto and management style is to
make things as simple and straightforward
as possible and to analyze the causes of the
island’s problems in order to solve them.
All these projects are possible if we do
things the right way,” said the governor.

Other issues under discussion were in-
frastructure, traffic, water management,
tourism, safety, fraud, natural resources,
national parks, and law and order. The
governor said details of new projects
would be released in subsequent meetings.

“Anyone with any problems or sugges-
tions can let me know directly. I will try to
read every case file at Damrongdharma
Center to keep up to date with the public’s
issues,” said Gov Norraphat.

“Lastly, if you see anyone using my
name to do something illegal, please try
to record evidence in any form and let me
know. My only purpose in being here is to
improve Phuket,” he added.
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Traditional Songkran
hosted by Siriroj Hospital

Park chief
blows whistle

Tour bus crash
causes massive
Songkran jamPhuket International Hospital hosted Thai traditional Songkran festivities  – the management team paid

respect to the elders. Vice Governor Sanit Sriwihok, V/Gov Theera Anantasereewittaya and other high
ranking officers attended the event. This tradition is called ‘Rod Nam Dam Hua’. Photo: Supplied

Taxi driver
wins B30mn
in Thai lottery

Girl rewarded
for bag return

AO NANG Police officers re-
vealed on April 17 that the Koh
Phi Phi chief of park protection
had asked them to arrest his
own staff the previous day for
selling used island tour tickets
to unsuspecting tourists.

Ao Nang Police Lt
Songphon Boonchai informed
Gazette reporters of the devel-
opment at 11am.

“The Chief of the Hat
Noppharat Thara – Mu Ko Phi
Phi National Park Protection
Unit, Teerayuth Boonlert, in-
structed us to prosecute
Chainarong Patan on charges
of defrauding tourists,” said the
lieutenant.

Lt Songphon added that he
received reports from a tourist
boat captain that Mr Chainarong
sold four tickets valued at 1,600
baht each for a four-island tour.

“The tickets (to Koh Kai,
Koh Poda, Koh Tab and
Talawaek) that were sold had
already been utilized by others
before the sale. Mr Chainarong
has confessed to the crime, but
we have yet to charge him un-
til we investigate further,” said
Lt Songphon.

– Kritsada Mueanhawong

A NINE-year-old girl received
a reward for returning a bag con-
taining 130,000 baht in cash and

90 grams of gold on April 17.
Piyarat Boonkek and her

parents met with 55-year-old
Nukhlia Sangkaew, the owner
of the bag, at Kamala Police
Station to return it.

Ms Nukhlia told Police of-

ficers that at about 2:30pm she
withdrew the cash from the
bank to pay a hospital bill. On
her way back home, she got
caught in heavy rain, during
which the bag may have fallen
on the road.

She backtracked her route
twice, but to no avail. That’s
when she received a phone call
from Ms Piyarat’s parents re-
garding her missing bag.

“When the rain stopped, I
found the bag on the Kamala
Beach road and took it to my
parents so they could return it.
They walked around the beach
looking for the owner, and
found a beach vendor who was
her relative – she contacted Ms
Nukhlia,” Ms Piyarat told Ga-
zette reporters.

“When I received the phone
call, I was so happy that I cried.
I gave her 2,000 baht for her act
of kindness,” said Ms Nukhlia.

– Kritsada Mueanhawong

A TAXI driver on April 16 won
30 million baht in lottery win-
nings in Koh Samui.

Sittichai Samthong, 40,
was surrounded by friends
and family to celebrate his
good fortune.

“I was confused at first be-
cause I did not expect to win.
I have now notified Samui Po-
lice,” Mr Sittichai told the
Gazette. “I will continue to
drive my taxi – I just want to
buy a new house for my
mother.”

He chose the lottery ticket
from his Surat Thani taxi li-
cence plate number – Tor Kor
729. The winning number was
816729 consisting of ten lotter-
ies valued at 3mn baht each.

– Suchat Hankij

A TOUR bus full of Chinese
nationals crashed into several
cars on Patong Hill road on
April 13, creating a massive
traffic jam due to additional
Songkran visitors.

Lt Col Pattapee Srichai of the
Patong Police received reports
of the incident at about 7pm.

“We arrived to see a ‘Somsak
Transport Company’ bus with a
broken front windscreen and
several other cars that were
damaged on the road. The bus
had first smashed into a Toyota
SUV, which in turn crashed into
at least five other vehicles,” said
the colonel.

More and more people piled
up and got caught in the traffic
jam that ensued.

Bus driver Charun Silla-
pakarn told police that he
picked up 30 Chinese tourists
from the Bauman Residence
Hotel when, while navigating
down the hill, he ‘lost control
of the brakes’ and crashed.

– Kritsada Mueanhawong
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The expansion is expected to take 13 months to complete, but no
starting date has been announced yet. Photo: Phuket PR

B116mn expansion
planned for sea port

This year’s Songkran
ends with four deaths
THE annual Seven Days of Danger road-safety campaign during
Songkran ended on April 17 with a total of 67 accidents injuring
70 and killing four.

The first death was on April 15, when 37-year-old Bussaba
Banviset fell from a tri-motorbike in Cherng Talay. She was riding
without a helmet and pronounced dead at Thalang Hospital.

The same day three were killed in motorbike related incidents.
Peerapon Namsupho, 21, was said to be speeding early morn-

ing on April 17 when he lost control and hit a metal fence in
Kathu, on Wichitsongkram road. He was pronounced dead at
Vachira Phuket Hospital.

Panudek Wongsiwong, 22, was killed when his big bike ran
into a road median in Saphan Hin. He was speeding, according
to police, and was pronounced dead at the same hospital.

Adirek Suetrong, 39, was riding pillion on a motorbike taxi
when the driver reportedly cut in front of a garbage truck in
Rassada. Mr Adirek was killed, while the driver, although in-
jured, survived.

Last year, the campaign came to a close with three dead. The
number of injuries was also 12.9 per cent less than this year.

According to Department of Disaster Prevention and Mitiga-
tion (DDPM) statistics, the main factors causing accidents this
year were speeding, unclear vision, unsafe road conditions, drunk
driving, illegal overtaking, riding without a helmet, and driving
an unsafe vehicle.

“We checked 37,415 vehicles and caught 11,177 for traffic
offences. This was a spike over last year by 2,806 cases,” said
Mr Chaitawat Sivabavorn, chief of the DDPM Phuket office.

As part of the National Council for Peace and Order’s (NCPO’s)
‘No Drink Driving’ initiative during the Songkran holidays, Phuket
officers also confiscated 269 vehicles, including 59 cars, 208 mo-
torbikes, and two trucks in alcohol-related offenses.

– Kongleaphy Keam

By Sukawin Tanthavanich

THE transport and marine de-
partments last week announced
plans for a 116-million-baht
expansion at Phuket deep sea
port in Vichit.

Deputy Minister of Trans-
port Pichit Akrathit and Marine
Department Director-General
Sorasak Sansombat held a con-
ference to reveal details of the
planned project.

“The current port is about
360 meters wide and unable to
handle big cargo ships and pas-
senger ships at the same time.
We plan to expand it to 420
meters in order to provide con-
venience to both groups. The
project will take about 13
months to complete,” said Mr
Sorasak.

He also added that the Trea-
sury Department has chosen
Phuket Deep Sea Port Co Ltd
to build the expansion zone,
including a new one-story
building reflecting the culture

of Phuket, as well as a passen-
ger zone, Customs Immigr-
ation and Quarantine (CIQ) fa-
cility, food outlets, toilets, Duty
Free Shop and car park.

Deputy Minister Pichit noted

that the purpose of the project
was to boost the marine tourism
industry and the local economy.

However, the starting date of
the slated expansion is yet to
be revealed.
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Cop shooter
on the run in
Koh Samui

More than 700
attempt to get
medical help

Krabi credit
card scammers
arrested

BMA to ban
BKK street food

POLICE in Koh Samui are
hunting for a hit and run sus-
pect who injured a motorcyclist
and shot at police officers be-
fore escaping on April 16.

Lt Col Denduang Thong-
srisook of Bor Put Police said
traffic police officers were in
the area and went to check.

“A brown pick-up truck
crashed into a motorbike in
Chaweng at about 11:50pm,
landing the motorcyclist in the
hospital. The driver drove away
when he saw the police,” the
colonel told Gazette reporters.

“We followed the truck,
which the driver parked in front
of' First Residence Hotel’ and
ran. As soon as we got close,
he shot at us, missed, and ran
into a nearby soi. The passen-
ger in the truck, named only as
‘Jiab’, surrendered himself to
us,” said Col Denduang.

Mr Jiab told police that the
driver, Kraiwuth Boonphut-
phong, was a speedboat captain
and also his friend. Two knives
and a BB gun were found in-
side the truck.

“We geared ourselves up
with bulletproof shields and
cordoned off the soi. We
couldn’t find Mr Kraiwuth, so
Mr Jiab took us to his
girlfriend’s room, where we
found ya ice (crystal metham-
phetamine) paraphernalia and a
gun,” said the colonel.

Police are still searching for
Mr Kraiwuth, who was no-
where to be found. The
motorcyclist was subsequently
discharged from the hospital

– Suchat Hankij

POLICE in Krabi arrested five
suspects and are looking for
two more involved in alleged
credit card fraud to purchase a
hotel this weekend.

“On April 12, staff of a
Bangkok Bank branch in Ao
Nang notified us that three men
and two women were attempt-
ing to purchase the 700 million
baht Krabi Heritage Hotel on a
300mn baht contract using
credit cards,” said Col
Cherdpong Chewpreecha of
Krabi Provincial Police on
April 14.

The alleged fraudsters were
named by police as Thanakorn
Chivitrungruang, 44, from

Chiang Mai, John In Lee, 46,
and Kio Sak So, 49, both from
South Korea and Hangsakan
Amamtai, 36, and Jagal
Numich, 35, both from
Mongolia. The two on the run
are also Mongolians.

The staff also said that on
April 11, 10pm to 1am, the sus-
pects attempted to withdraw the
deposit of 60mn baht by mak-
ing 65 transactions at an ATM.

“The suspects presented the
bank staff ATM slips, but since
the code on all slips was unusu-
ally identical and there was not
enough money in the account,
they were refused service,” said
the colonel.

Police also informed the
Gazette that the same group
was planning to purchase a
550mn baht Pavilion Queens
Bay Hotel by making a deposit
of 118mn baht.

“As per our investigation,
the suspects had drawn up a
contract to use during the
Songkran holidays, since there
were fewer staff members
present at that time,” said Col
Cherdpong.

“They also used their credit
cards at 10pm to avoid a bank
system check.”

Ms Thanakorn and Ms
Numich both denied the alle-
gations, while the three men
accepted. Police confirmed that
they will be charged after fur-
ther investigations and
interrogations are complete.

“Ms Thanakorn was charged
for nine fraud cases in the past
and had used similar contracts

STREET FOOD vendors will
disappear from Bangkok by the
end of the year in the interests
of cleanliness, safety and order,
the Bangkok Metropolitan Ad-
ministration (BMA) says.

A month after the city was

MORE than 700 people tried to
exercise their right to free
emergency medicine during the
seven dangerous days associ-
ated with the 2017 Songkran
Festival, according to the Na-
tional Institute for Emergency
Medicine (NIEM).

Of them, about 38 per cent
were judged as eligible for the
services.

NIEM secretary general
Atchariya Pangma said on
April 18 that 1,773 patients
have requested care under the
new policy that was launched
at the beginning of this month.

Under the scheme, serious
emergency patients can receive
free treatment at public and pri-
vate hospitals for the first 72
hours of care.

“But overall, just 40.33 per
cent were qualified,” he said.

Mr Atchariya explained
that only patients in serious
emergencies could take ad-
vantage of the free treatment,
such as difficulty breathing or
incessant seizures.

A FRENCH tourist whose
smartphone was stolen by a
gang while he was celebrating
Songkran in Bangkok was
overjoyed to get it back on
April 18.

Jeremy Gatine was given his
phone back at a press confer-
ence held at the Metropolitan
Police Bureau.

Three Cambodians and a
Thai were arrested for allegedly
cutting off waterproof sleeve
bags from their victims at ma-
jor Songkran celebration sites.

Mr Gatine said he would like
to thank the Thai police for
their speedy apprehension of
the suspects and added that he
was delighted to get his phone
back because it contained key
contact information.

Gang arrested
for stealing
phones

to buy hotels in Krabi and other
provinces valued amounting to
5,000mn baht,” stated Col
Cherdpong.

– Kritsada Mueanhawong

Alleged dealer
denies charges

named the finest street food
destination in the world by
CNN for the second year, the
Bangkok Metropolitan Ad-
ministration (BMA) con-
tinued its operation to reclaim
the pavements for pedestrians
and announced that vendors
would be banned entirely
from the capital’s streets.

ALLEGED Laos drug lord
Xaysana Keopimpha on April
18 denied in a Bangkok court
that he was a major player in a
regional drug network.

Mr Xaysana was arrested at
Bangkok’s Suvarnabhumi In-
ternational Airport in January.
He is believed to be the mas-
termind behind a network that
smuggled drugs from Laos to
Thailand for sale in the south-
ern provinces of Thailand and
other Asean countries, includ-
ing Malaysia and Singapore.

He was charged with smug-
gling ya bah (metham-
phetamine) and possession of
narcotics. His lawyer Vorakon
Phong-tanakul said in Criminal
Court, adding his client had
also backtracked on a confes-
sion he allegedly signed while
in police custody. Mr Vorakon
said Mr Xaysana did not under-
stand Thai laws and said
officials told him he could
change his plea when he ap-
peared in court.
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Looking for a place to stay?
See more classified ads at

www.phuketgazette.net

Tips for analyzing a stock’s value

Detailed charts have day to day noise, but they can be useful for spotting resistance levels. Photo: Allan Ajifo

THAI employees appeal
to Finance Ministry

WHEN I decide that a stock
could either be worth buying or
worth placing on a watchlist,
the first thing I do is look at the
stock’s fundamentals using a
stock research and marketing
tool called ‘MarketSmith’.

Using small cap LGI Homes
(NASDAQ: LGIH) as a sample
stock, let’s look at some fun-
damental data that will help
decide whether its worth own-
ing or watching.

Return on Equity (ROE) is
a key measure of profitability
that calculates how many dol-
lars of profit a company
generates with each dollar of
shareholders’ equity. An ROE
of more than 10-15 per cent is
good while LGIH’s ROE of 25
per cent is very healthy.

Quarterly revenue or sales
along with earnings per share
(EPS) should both be going up
year-on-year and that’s the case
with LGIH. Quarterly or sequen-
tial increases may also be a
consideration, but keep in mind
that some sectors like housing
and retail are very cyclical dur-
ing the year (homebuilding and
buying tends to occur in the
warmer months while retailers
are heavily dependent on end of
the year holiday sales).

Market capitalization, float

and shares outstanding will tell
you how big and well traded a
stock is. LGIH has a market capi-
talization of about US$672
million making it a small cap. A
few hundred thousand shares are
traded per day, meaning that its
reasonably well traded for a com-
pany of its size. A more lightly
traded stock (under 50,000
shares a day, for instance) will
be much more volatile.

What the underlying com-
pany does is also important.
LGIH is focused on the design,
construction and sale of single
family homes in strong growth

markets like Texas, Arizona,
Florida, Georgia, New Mexico,
Colorado, North Carolina,
South Carolina, Washington
and Tennessee.

And while the above funda-
mentals are important, its
technical chart will be the most
important consideration for when
to buy and when to sell. For tech-
nical analysis, I use a program
called ‘TeleChart 2000’, which
allows me to look at the main
timeframes for a stock.

I will start my technical
analysis with a monthly chart
where I want to visually see a

long term uptrend. Looking at
LGIH’s chart shows that it’s not
an old stock as it only went
public in 2013, then moved
sideways until 2015, when it
quickly lurched significantly
higher before coming back
down again.

Overall, LGIH’s technical
chart is showing an uptrend. I
also prefer to buy stocks after
pullbacks and LGIH’s chart is
clearly showing a pullback for
roughly the last four months of
2016.

After looking at the monthly
chart, I will then take a closer

look at the weekly chart. Usu-
ally stocks in bull markets will
make strong moves upward and
this will be picked up by a
weekly chart. A strong upward
move will also build up selling
pressure as some investors or
traders decide they want to take
profits off the table. This causes
shares to eventually peak and
fall off until the ‘smart money’
comes back in for more shares
on the dip and causes the
uptrend to continue past the old
previous high.

A daily chart and a 30-
minute trend should also be re-
viewed. Keep in mind that
detailed charts have more day to
day noise, but, they can be use-
ful for spotting resistance levels.

Remember: winning stocks
will go through corrections and
this is perfectly normal. LGIH
has all the hallmarks of poten-
tially being a winner moving
forward. That’s why I am keep-
ing a close eye on it.

Don Freeman, BSME, is president
of Freeman Capital Management,
a Registered Investment Adviser
with the US Securities Exchange
Commission (SEC), based in
Phuket. He has over 15 years of
experience working with
expatriates, specializing in portfolio
management, US tax preparation,
financial planning and UK pension
transfers. For more information,
contact 089-970 5795 or email
freemancapital@gmail.com.

The Thai Airways International
labor union has appealed to the
Finance Ministry to inspect the
airline’s operations.

In a letter submitted by
union president Damrong
Waiyakanee, inspection was
requested for executives and
some members of the THAI
board of directors.

The union alleged that a lack
of transparency in the airline’s
operations had resulted in fi-
nancial losses and damages to
its corporate image.

In one case, it said, the THAI
board resolved to approve the
sales of 17 idle aircraft that still
had about six to eight years re-
maining in their service lives.
As a result, the company suf-
fered losses of about 30 billion
baht from 2008-2016, and
about 26bn baht occurred be-
tween 2013 and 2016, the labor
union claimed.

Noting that THAI had attrib-
uted its successful reforms for
the company’s profit of about
47 million baht last year, the let-
ter indicated that there were
discrepancies between the
board’s claimed successes and
the reality.

Another decision criticized by
the union was the establishment
of THAI Group comprising Thai
Airways International, Thai
Smile Airways and Nok Air for
collaborative management. It
suggested that Thai Smile be
fully absorbed into THAI.

The union also claimed a
lack of transparency in the
nomination process for the
THAI president, believing that
abuse of power and conflicts of
interests could arise, or the pro-
cedure could be cancelled and
the position of caretaker presi-
dent extended.

– The Nation
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Do you have an opinion to voice?
Email Editor@PhuketGazette.net

Hope new gov can improve traffic

Insurance troubles

Re: New Phuket Governor
meets with officials, orders ‘or-
ganized’ disbursements, Apr 12

Dear Governor Norraphat.
One thing I hope you will sort
out straight away is the ‘Ruin-
ation of Rawai’, which is
probably tucked away at the
back of the filing cabinet un-
der ‘Vised Road Improve-
ments’.

Putting U-turns where it is
impossible to turn in a pickup
because of the vehicles parked
in the bike lane has turned
Vised Road into a much more
dangerous place. I predict many
more accidents, not fewer.

Chas
Gazette forum

Brake failure to the
‘rescue’ as usual

Re: Phuket tour bus crashes in
Patong, Apr 14

Good old ‘brake failure’. At
least the road wasn’t wet from
the rain – Article 44 the
weather.

Mister Ree
Gazette forum

He will be missed

Re: Long term Phuket expat
David Ratcliffe passes away at
75, Apr 12

We shared some fun Sunday
games at the yacht club with
friends and family – rest in
peace David. My thoughts are
with the family.

Alice Ankerstjerne
Facebook

Same policy should
apply all year

Re: 14 fewer road accident
deaths in first three days of
Songkran holiday, Apr 15

If its really a success and
lives are saved then why not do
it all year. Why only for
Songkran and New year.

If saving lives really matters

Krathom is just a
mild stimulant

Re: Two arrested with more
than 250,000 baht worth of
krathom, Apr 17

This is so stupid, busting
people for krathom. It is a mild
stimulant, somewhat is the cat-

Hibernate to pro-
tect yourself

Re: Ministry of Farang Affairs:
Hibernate during Songkran,
Apr 16

Exactly what I’ve been do-
ing for the last 10 years since
pump-guns and ice cubes were
introduced. Loved the “old”
Thai Songkran, though.

Chaing_noi
Gazette forum

DURING the current ‘restart’ period, the government should
consider establishing a system of mandatory, basic healthcare
insurance for visiting foreign tourists who lack it while trav-
elling in the Kingdom.

As outlined in a recent Phuket Gazette article by Dr Tanwa
Apornthip, measures need to be established in order to grow
Thailand into a truly world-class tourist destination.

Tourist arrival numbers continue to increase despite consid-
erable setbacks. Let us not forget that more than a decade has
passed since one of the best-selling T-shirts at roadside souvenir
stalls on the island read: “Patong Beach, Phuket, Thailand: 2001
Bomb Alert; 2002 SARS; 2003 Bird Flu; 2004 Tsunami; 2005
Earthquake; 2006 Bangkok Bomb; What’s Next?”

But even after actual terrorist bombings on the island last
year, the tourism juggernaut continues its relentless expan-
sion cruise into unchartered waters, buoyed in large part by
the vast, final frontier that is the mainland Chinese market.

But the ever-growing number of tourist arrivals has re-
sulted in an inevitable increase in the number of accidental
injuries and deaths.

That a certain percentage of visitors lack medical coverage,
and thus place a burden on the state when they are injured, is
equally inevitable. Thailand’s state healthcare system is far
from perfect, yet as many readers will be aware, it usually
comes through when it is needed most: in times of crisis.

Basic coverage through the Social Security Office is already
afforded to foreigners who have worked legally in the King-
dom, at less than 450 baht per month. Some EU states require
tourists to show proof of adequate medical insurance prior to
entry. There is no reason for Thailand not to do the same.

Those that fail to provide such proof could be issued pro-
rated, temporary coverage under the state system based on
the length of stay specified by their visa, which should come
in at around 450 baht for a one-month stay.

Needless to say, implementing such a system would create
an added layer of bureaucracy at Custom and Immigration
checkpoints, but since such measures have already been suc-
cessfully implemented by other countries, Thailand has
multiple case studies to review in order to set up such a sys-
tem as efficiently as possible.

The current regime has already expressed an interest in
implementing such a system. The sooner it does so, the better
it will be for all concerned.

then they can do this all year
round and save so many more
lives. If they really have saved
lives then they have proved it
can be done so why stop after
a week?

Surely, saving lives on the
roads is more important than
hanging round street corners
taking 300 baht from tourists or
collecting money from bars,
restaurants, massage shops.

Or is collecting money more
important than saving lives?
Just a question.

Simon Lomas
Facebook

egory of Betal nut. It is not ad-
dictive, although some teen-
agers mix it with alcohol laced
with cough syrup, but even that
is still is less dangerous than a
few cocktails.

Why is Alcohol legal? It kills
more people than all drugs
combined...such hypocrisy. My
rant is over.

Ozette
Gazette forum

Healthcare solution
straightforward

Re: Special Report: Phuket hos-
pitals facing huge losses from
uninsured patients, Apr 18

Why do people make such a
big deal? The solution is simple.
1) All people coming to holiday
here MUST have insurance,
which includes that they can
ride motorbikes, and this advice
must be given to all countries.
2) The law for the wearing of
helmets be enforced 100%. 3)
If none of these are followed,
please don’t complain.

Bazza
Gazette forum
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Russians revive market for villas

Luxury villa rentals are picking up in Phuket after two sluggish holiday seasons. Photo: Miskawaan

THIS year, the luxury villa rent-
al inquiries are coming in early.
By March, agents had already
started calling around asking
for rental rates over the holiday
season of December 2017 to
April 2018.

The luxury villa rentals over
the last two holiday seasons
have been somewhat disap-
pointing, with villa owners
either not achieving any rent-
als for their properties or
conceding a lower rental rate to
accommodate the budget of the
booking. It was also noted that
the length of bookings over the
last two holiday seasons, if any,
were shorter than previous
years.

The holiday season also
looked quite positive, with in-
quiries for rentals coming in
strong.

Nearly all of the early in-
quires are from the Russian
market and with the strength-
ening of the Russian ruble and
US dollar, it looks like the more
popular villas could be snapped

up faster than expected. Villa
rentals, as compared to hotels,
are popular among Russian cli-
ents as most of them travel with
family (and even extended fam-
ily) during the holiday season.
Thus the requirement of a villa
with a minimum of 3-5 bed-
rooms or more. Most Russian

families also tend to cook – es-
pecially if they are staying for
1-3 months – so the fact that
nearly all villas come with fully
equipped kitchens is another
added plus.

With holiday villas not
renting out well the last two
seasons, we expect rental

price wars and steep discounts
to begin soon, as most villa
owners will attempt to secure
an early booking for the com-
ing season. For those villa
owners who try and hold out
for a higher rate or a longer
stay, it will probably be a
chicken and egg situation

about whether to secure an
early booking with a lower
rate/shorter period or not get
a booking during the holiday
season if demand dwindles
closer to the holidays.

However, if demand contin-
ues to increase and most of the
holiday villas are booked, then
those owners who have held
out will get the most favorable
rates.

Russian tourists have always
been big spenders, with aver-
age spend per person being
5,520 baht per day (Source:
Russian Tourism Market Re-
port – C9 Hotelworks, March
2017).

Average spend takes into
account accommodation, food
and beverage, retail, and spa
and excursion. Last year saw an
increase in non-scheduled
flights from Russia and this
year is looking positive as the
Russians are finally starting to
flock back to the white sandy
beaches of the Andaman.

Amy Koh is the sales manager of
Engel & Voelkers Phuket. To
contact Amy or for more
information, visit www.engel
voelkers.com/en/phuket
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Role of Garuda in Thai history

The Garuda is the Royal standard of the Thai government as well as the symbol of the King. Photo: Sodacan

THE Garuda is a common sym-
bol in Thailand. It can be found
on bank notes, government
documents and official flags.
Both government and private
offices often hang an image of
the Garuda from the top of
buildings. Sometimes it even
appears on consumer products.

The official emblem of the
Thai government is a frontal
image of the Garuda in red.
This mythical creature was
adopted as the symbol of the
government in 1910, during the
reign of King Rama VI.

The legend of Garuda dates
back thousands of years, origi-
nating in ancient India. The beast
is mentioned several times in
various Indian epics, such as the
Ramayana and the Mahabharata.
According to folklore, the
Garuda is half beast, half god. He
appears to have eagle-like char-
acteristics, with large wings,
sharp talons and a sharp beak af-
fixed to a human face. He
possesses human arms and a hu-
man body, whereas his lower
body resembles that of a large
bird with a feathery tail.

The Garuda has unfathomable
power. It is said that his wings
are capable of creating gusts of
storm when flapped. He is able
to fly high above the clouds and
soar swiftly. Despite his un-
matched strength, he is said to
be wise, gentle and respectful.

The Garuda is often depicted

with Narayana, who, in Hindu
scriptures, is one of the most
important of all the Brahman
gods. According to legend,
Narayana made a bargain with
the Garuda. In return for the gift
of immortality, the Garuda
promised to become
Narayana’s mode of transport.
Narayana would ride on the
Garuda’s back as he flew across
the heavens. In Hindu folklore,
Narayana is often depicted
riding on the Garuda’s back.

It is this story that connects
the Garuda to Thai tradition.
Since the old days of Ayutthaya,
Thais have always believed in

the divinity of their kings. Dur-
ing the Ayutthaya period, it was
believed that the king was in fact
a god incarnate, who had de-
scended down from the heavens
to serve mankind.

The idea of divinity of kings
could be traced back to India.
According to ancient Indian
scriptures, Narayana had rein-
carnated on earth as many as
nine times, each time taking a
different ‘Avatar’, in order to
banish evil and fight tyranny.

In the epic Ramayana, King
Rama is mentioned as being the
avatar of the god Narayana. He
incarnated on earth in order to

defeat and kill Ravana, the de-
mon king of Lanka. In the
Mahabharata, Krishna was be-
lieved to be an avatar of
Narayana. Even Buddha is be-
lieved by Hindus to be the ninth
reincarnation of Narayana.

Since the Ayutthaya period,
Thais also believed that their
kings were the incarnation of
the god Narayana. Although it
was a symbolic interpretation,
it was a powerful one. The king
was divine, sent to rule his sub-
jects on earth and alleviate their
suffering. His authority was
heaven’s mandate.

During the Rattanakosin era,

Thai kings of the Chakri dynasty
continued this interpretation,
perhaps taking it further. Chakri
kings assumed the title ‘Rama’,
after Narayana’s avatar in
Ramayana.

Rama V ordered the design
of a new emblem of govern-
ment that would reflect the
traditions of Siam. Since Thai
kings were believed to be the
personification of the god
Narayana, it was appropriate to
use the Garuda as the symbol
of the government.

The initial design of the na-
tional emblem, drawn by Prince
Naris in 1893, showed Nara-
yana riding on the Garuda. The
final version featured only the
Garuda.

Today the Garuda flag is
flown above Royal residences to
signify the King’s presence, as
well as in front of Royal vehicles.
It is also mounted under every
portrait of the King and Queen.

In the year 1996, a royal
barge was launched to become
the seating barge for King
Bhumibol Adulyadej. The barge
was named ‘Narai Song Suban’.
The bow depicts Narayana
mounted on the Garuda.

Private businesses may be
granted the use of the symbol if
they are deserving and of good
standing. If permission is given,
the firm may hang a sculpture of
the Garuda on all their business
premises, or print the Garuda
symbol on their merchandise.

Receiving a Royal Warrant
is considered a great honor and
a mark of distinction for any
Thai company.

Islanders celebrate traditional Songkran

Traditional Songkran festivities were held in Chalong and Phuket Old
Town. Photo: Chalong Municipality PR

Funeral service held for
expat David Ratcliffe

Cindy Ratcliffe with her three daughters – From left: Sarah, Claire
and Sian with their families at the funeral service for David Ratcliffe.
David lived in Phuket for 25 years and served as Commodore for the
Phuket Yacht Club at Ao Yon and managing director of Thaisarco.

CHALONG and Phuket Town
underwent an alcohol cleanse
during Songkran to host a more
traditional commemoration of
the holiday.

Chalong Mayor Samran
Jindapon, along with the gen-
eral public, made offerings of
food to monks.

The program also included
a segment to help foreigners
understand the rites and impor-
tance of celebrating Songkran,
followed by traditional dances
and pouring of water on the
hands of the elderly.

Phuket Governor Norraphat
Plodthong presided over
Songkran festivities at Lime-
light Avenue.

“Following strict instructions
of the government to control
drugs and alcohol during the
festival, it will be good to have

fun without any legal concerns
and road accidents,” said the
governor. Powder, foam and
high pressure water guns were
also prohibited at the event.

Similar festivities were also
held at Phuket Old Town, in-
cluding a Baba dress-wearing
ceremony.

– Sukawin Tanthavanich
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Having children grow vegetables is a good way to engage their interest in eating them. Photo: skitterphoto

Helping nourish fussy eaters
I AM SOON to give a talk on
nutrition at one of Phuket’s in-
ternational schools. One question
I always get asked when speak-
ing to parents is: “How do I get
my child to eat vegetables?”

Having two children myself,
I know the struggles of encour-
aging children to eat more from
this critical food group packed
full of nutrients. However, as
most parents know, raising chil-
dren is a labor of love that has
patience and persistence as the
cornerstones.

Here are some tips to help
encourage your child to eat
more vegetables.

1. Most important strategy to
kids eating vegetables is seeing
parents eat lots of them in or-
der to set a good example.
Show them how much you eat
and enjoy vegetables.

2. Don’t give up on certain
vegetables. Taste buds change
over time, so keep putting veg-
etables in front of your kids in
different ways.

3. Use praise when your
child tries vegetables, espe-
cially new ones.

4. ‘No dessert till you eat
your vegetables’ is a great rule.
Worked when I was growing up
and I still use it too.

5. Get your child involved in

preparing vegetables.
6. Offer vegetables as

snacks. We often give some
raw vegetables for the kids to
munch on before dinner, in-
cluding carrots, cucumbers
and bell peppers.

7. Go for variety, taste and

fun. If you have young ones,
make little men with carrot
legs, celery arms, tomato heads
and cucumber bodies.

8. Get them involved in
growing ‘easy’ vegetables such
as tomatoes. If they grow them,
they are more likely to try them.

9. Get vegetables into meals
in as many ways as possible
(such as steamed, roasted, raw,
cooked or boiled).

10. Make your own tomato
ketchup with real tomatoes,
herbs, spices and better sweet-
eners such as erythritol/xylitol
(coconut nectar/stevia – most
commercial brands use high
fructose corn syrup).

11. When shopping, try to ask
them which vegetables they
know about and want to try next.

12. Add 100 per cent real
butter and olive oil to veg-
etables, along with a pinch of
herbs and spices, including un-
refined sea salt.

13. Try adding some sea-
weed to meals, as they are full
of minerals.

14. Make wraps from lettuce
leaves and add grated veg-
etables, chicken or eggs. Serve
with a tasty dressing made of
raw honey and fruit.

Craig Burton is a Certified Sports
Nutritionist (CISSN) with a
Bachelor of Science degree
(Sports Science) and a National
Academy of Sports Medicine
(PES) certification.
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P R O P E R T Y  F O R  S A L E  / RENT

LONG TERM RENT
1-2 Bedrooms house, start
from 7,000 baht/month. Quiet
area, free wifi in Chalong /
Panwa area. Tel: 081-892
4311.

PATONG
TOWER CONDOS

Tel: 080-692 6114. Email:
phuketitalianaimmobiliare
@gmail.com

ACCOMMODATION
AVAILABLE

PHUKET VIEW POINT

Sugar Palm Residence,
Suan Luang. Top floor (11th).
Corner unit. Panoramic view.
Park, city, mountain and sea
views. 2 bedrooms, 2 bath-
rooms, 2 balconies. 96sqm.
Part furnished. Asking price:
4.7 million baht. Tel: 089-593
8690, 088-762 3837. Email:
ruen_narayan@hotmail.
com

G E N E R A L  C L A S S I F I E D S

FOR RENT LOW SEASON
Sayuan, Nai-harn, very quiet area.
2-bedroom house, no pool; 2-bed-
room pool villa; and 3-bedroom pool
villa. Good prices. Tel: 085-787
3046.

SERVICE APARTMENT
KATHU

1 or 2 bedrooms, plus duplex
apartments overlooking the roof top
pool.Tel: 076-203208, 081-8920
038.

DELUXE
BEACHFRONT

CONDO
Kalim, Patong, service apart-
ment, 2 bedrooms, pool,
lounge, kitchen. Many facili-
ties. Tel: 081-8920 038.

OCEAN VIEW
APARTMENT FOR SALE

BY OWNER
Foreign freehold, 2 bedrooms,
2 bathrooms, over 70 sqm, fully
furnished, quiet location in
Kata. 6.9 million baht or nego-
tiable. Tel:086-281 9311. Email:
bao200@gmail.com

LUXURY SEAVIEW
POOL VILLA FOR SALE

Hillside in Phuket Town. Near
Mission Hospital. 5 bedrooms
with aircons, 6 bathrooms, liv-
ing room, maid's room,
40sqm swimming pool.
728sqm area. For sale: 19.5
million baht. Tel: 091-078
9595. Email: spectrum.phu
ket@gmail.com

LUXURY 140SQM
APARTMENT
 FOR RENT

200m to Bang Tao Beach
among Laguna Hotels.
Great direct discount please
contact Tel: 076-324404.
www.casuarinasho res.info

TENNIS CLUB
FOR LEASE / SALE

Established for 10 years on
1.5 acres with regular custom-
ers. Due to the owner returning
overseas, the business is avail-
able for sale at 9.5 million baht/
rai. Chalong-Rawai. Tel: 081-569
6026 (English & Thai). Email:
patraporn_a@yahoo.com, www.
phuketsport.com

NAKA ISLAND
Unique 4-bedroom beachfront
house, panoramic views to the
south, 10 min to Ao Po pier.
240sqm on 2 floors, 750sqm
plot, separate house for staff.
Tel: 089-593 3665, 084-846
1270 (English). Email:
nakaislandhouse@gmail.com

5-BED POOL VILLA
1.2 RAI

Spacious secluded villa + 2
detached buildings, inclusive
of guest annexe. Large open
plan living area, Western kit-
chen. Pool 11.3mx5.0m. Cha-
note title. 19,750,000 baht. Lo-
cated in Rawai. Please call
084-447 7248 (English), 084-447
7247 (English).

PURA VIDA VILLA
FIRE SALES

Zen Style Pool Villas in a quiet
area on the northwest coast of the
island. Price range: 15.9 - 17.9
million baht. Tel: 088-381 9399.

FREEHOLD CONDO
Fully furnished. Andaman
Beach Condo Patong. 1 bed-
room, sea view, 12th floor,
80.64sqm. 12 million baht or
nearest offer. Genuine buyer
only, no brokers. Contact
Song-pan. For more informa-
tion, please call 081-737
8662.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

NEED EXTRA INCOME
Unique mini resort. Makes
money, 4 villas, 2 pools, of-
fice, 1 rai by Laguna. 83-
year-old owner needs to
sell a half or all. Expat can
own. See and make an offer.
Tel: 089-594 4067.

PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

COMPANY
Great opportunity for real
estate companies looking
to expand their manage-
ment portfolio with 20 villas,
1 resort, 1 common area
project (all in Rawai area)
and 12 units in a condo
near Central Festival. Pri-
vate negotiations. Tel: 084-
081 6067.

SCANDIANAVIAN
RESTAURANT

Well-known resturant for sale.
Freehold, 3-storey building in
Krabi Town. Price: 7.1 million
baht. Tel: 089-591 0584 (En-
glish).

CLUB
MEMBERSHIP

AVAILABLE

LAGUNA GOLF
MEMBERSHIP

Family Membership Available.
Expires 9 Jan 2024. Price:
288,000 baht. Seller will pay
transfer fee. +1-408-5064231.
Email: patrickduncan@me.com

LAGUNA GOLF CLUB
MEMBERSHIP

Membership valid till Nov
2026. 225,000 baht, with trans-
fer fee for buyer's account. Tel:
+44-1451-831702, +44-7899-
921119 (English). Email:
leigh@leighroberts. com

PHUKET COUNTRY
CLUB

Lifetime Family Membership:
Bargain price of 410,000 baht.
Seller will pay transfer fee. Tel:
082-805 3403, +61-418-
930818 (English), 091-034
0495 (English & Thai). Email:
mikecahill1806@gmail.com
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 J O B S  /  R E C R U I T M E N T

DYNAMIC CLUB
CROSSFIT AND CARDIO
BOXING. Ability to conduct
activities related to fitness/
crossfit. Provide high quality
personal training programs to
meet the specific needs of
members. Foster and build
strong member relationships.
Send your information to:
natcha@arthouse.asia Tel:
086-414 4559.

ARTHOUSE
 REAL ESTATE

Sales and Marketing coordi-
nator wanted. Job entails
working in the real estate in-
dustry, liaising with govern-
ment offcials for company ad-
ministrative work and other
matters related to sales and
marketing. Thai Nationality.
Good command of spoken
and written English and good
level of computer literacy. To
apply, please send a full re-
sume to info@arthouse.asia
Tel: 089-594 6888.

SCUBA TRAVEL AGENT
Email: ebay@rock-star.as
 ia. Please see details in web
link: https://magazine.divia
c.com/  job-vacancy-online-
travel-agent/

SECURITY GUARD
FOR PRIVATE
RESIDENCE

Work 6days / week from
19.00-6.00 (Saturday off).
Excellent working conditions
including own work station,
personal TV, tea/coffee ma-
chine etc. Able to speak ba-
sic English. Contact Dang.
Tel: 081-979 2937.

OPERATIONS
ASSISTANT WANTED

Required at weddings &
events company in  Cherng
Talay. Must have experi-
ence in events and work
under pressure. Good or-
ganizational skills, hard
working, good administra-
tion skills. Please call 089-
973 2159.

TUTOR
FOR 6-YEAR-OLD BOY
Seeking full time tutor for
my 6-year-old son. Qualified
person must be native En-
glish speaking (or ad-
vanced), hold a driving li-
cence, have a minimum of  3
years experience as a  pri-
mary school teacher, and be
willing to travel to Europe 4
months per year. We offer
high salary, accommodation
and all traveling costs paid.
Tel: 081-892 7847. Send CV
to patrick@oceanic-global.
com

W H E E L S  &  M O T O R S

PLUMBING DOCTOR
We fix all plumbling issues.
Contact Sumet. Facebook:
Sumet Boonlorm. Tel: 081-
396 5050 (English & Thai).

2009 FORD FOCUS
GHIA

Excellent condition, 63,000km,
silver grey, beige leather interior.
Automatic, Ford serviced,
310,000 baht. Tel: 096-809-
9350 (English).

MAZDA B2500 PICK UP
4-seater, 109PS, 2001
model, 4WD, 270T KM,
Diesel. Color: blue metallic
on top, silver on bottom. HiFi,
new front tires. Clean car
and solid condition. Price:
295,000 baht. Tel: 097-090
6929 (English).

CHERRY TIGGO
2.0 - 2011

55,000 KM, LPG installed,
Air-con, Automatic, Air Bags,
ABS , Radio, CD. Price:
555,000 Baht. Very economi-
cal. Tel: 089-875 8691. Email:
info@riverrovers.com

MERCEDES CLA 200

For sale Year 2016, very
good condition, 21,000 km,
1.8 million baht. Tel: 092-273
7143. Email: nueng01pk
@hotmail.com

NISSAN MARCH
FOR SALE

Year 2011. 67,000 km, new
tyres. Insurance paid, good
condition. Price: 260,000 baht.
Tel: 087-622 6538.

TOYOTA HILUX BUYER
Want to sell or buy a Toyota Hilux
Vigo + champ + revo? Just one call
and you get the BEST PRICE. Tel:
02-810 8117, 084-344 3444.

MITSUBISHI PAJERO
Pajero Sport Diesel, 4WD, au-
tomatic, top model, October
2014, 64,000km, 1 owner, no ac-
cidents, 7 seats, navigation sys-
tem, etc. 890,000 baht. Located
in Thalang. Tel: 090-153 1833.
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East meets West in bold new collection
By Kongleaphy Keam

QUATTRO Design, one of
Thailand’s top importers and
designers of exclusive furniture,
recently launched a limited edi-
tion collection named ‘East
Meets West’ and the philosophy
behind it is to represent the re-
laxed, tropical lifestyle of
Phuket.

East Meets West is a collabo-
rative effort between Eichholtz
(a home furnishing brand from
the Netherlands that Quattro
distributes), and Jim Thomp-
son, which is a world renowned
textile house from Thailand.

“This is a perfect combina-
tion of top western and eastern
brands, which users perceive
as both modern as well as rep-
resentative of the tradition and
culture of the east,” says
Vichada Sitakalin, design direc-
tor and co-founder of Quattro
Design Co Ltd.

Beside the cooperation be-
tween these two renowned
brands, the unique thing about
this collection is that it goes
beyond the concept of an ‘or-
dinary’ beach house.

“We played around with dif-
ferent materials and designs

from Jim Thompson. The col-
lection is aimed at promoting a
stylish and eclectic beach
lifestyle as well as luxury coun-
tryside living,” says Ms
Vichada.

“That is why we chose blue

for the theme color of this set
as it represents the sea, sky and
the beauty of Phuket beaches.
It is a soothing color for the
eyes.”

She added that the target
customers for this collection are

primarily those who are pas-
sionate about home decoration,
appreciate the beauty of Thai
fabric and design, and always
seek ‘differentiation’.

“Phuket, therefore, is the
perfect place to launch this

collection. We designed this
keeping both Thai and foreign
tastes in mind, and we expect
it will appeal to both. Basically,
it’s for anyone who wants to
make their home joyful and add
a touch of the beach life in it,”
says Ms Vichada.

“Ultimately, we would like to
retain our image, not only as a
luxury furniture company, but
also as design consultants able
to provide guidance about
home decor,” she added.

The company’s major expec-
tation from the ‘East meets
West’ collection is to raise
brand awareness among both
Thais and foreigners.

“We aim to be a top-notch
luxury furniture brand and we
want our customers to see us
as a trusted provider of fur-
niture and accessories needed
to make their homes remark-
ably beautiful,” says Ms
Vichada.

The collection was launched
at the Quattro Design show-
room in Phuket last month.
Anyone interested in viewing it
can visit the showroom at Boat
Avenue, contact 076-325141
(ext #2) or check out www.
facebook.com/quattrodesign.

The color scheme for this collection is predominantly blue. Photos: Supplied
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