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British thief
nabbed after
a two-year
looting spree
A SERIAL British burglar
who had made a living stealing from locals and foreigners alike on the island has finally landed himself behind
bars. Police have asked his
victims to come forward and
collect their valuables.
Story on Page 3
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By Kongleaphy Keam

COASTAL provinces in Thailand have
been given a budget for marine debris
management after Thailand was ranked as
the sixth worst marine polluter in the world
by the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP).
The UNEP is an agency of the United
Nations that coordinates its environmental activities and assists developing
countries in implementing environmentally
sound policies and practices.
Region 6 of the Marine and Coastal
Resources Department (DMCR) received
an 800,000-baht budget from the Ministry
of Natural Resources and Environment for
marine trash collection in Phuket, Phang
Nga and Ranong.
Laem Sai Beach in Phuket was the first
to see action. On February 25, 156 officers, volunteer divers, fishermen, hotel staff,
boat operators and students collected nearly
382 kilograms of wood, fishing nets, plastic and other types of trash from the beach
(about 100kg) and the rest from the sea.
According to UNEP, about 1,800 tonnes
of trash is added to the sea every year, of
which 38 percent is plastic. Thailand is believed to contribute at least a ton of marine
trash to the worldwide total, of which 66
per cent is generated from man-made activities, such as tourism.
“Marine debris affects the whole ecosystem, including marine life and particularly
endangered species. Every year, about 2 to
5 per cent of endangered species die from
consuming trash,” said Suchat Rattanaruengsri, head of DMCR region 6.
“If the sea is polluted, the fish will also
be affected. This will lead to a reduction
in the number of fish caught and negatively
impact the fishing industry.
“Additionally, it impacts tourism – if the
sea is not pristine and all the coral is dead,
tourists will not want to visit anymore. Thailand generates more than 100 billion baht

Saving 10 per cent of your
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for a brighter future.
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Officials have vowed to closely monitor the cleaning project, and also follow up after two
months to gauge its success and reinforce rules if needed. Photo: Gazette file

per year from marine tourism, so this would
be a huge loss for the economy,” he added.
The environmental ministry has announced that all coastal provinces will be
provided an annual budget for at least five
years, in order to boost enforcement of
trash management and improve the dismal
status of Thailand as a polluter of the sea.
DMCR Region 6 is currently focusing
on two projects. The first is a proactive
project to reduce the amount of marine debris by preventing littering, and the second
will focus on the collection and proper disposal of marine debris that already exists.
The trash reduction project will focus
on three islands: Koh Kai Nai, Koh Kai
Nok and Koh Kai Nui in Phang Nga.
At present, businesses and visitors at
Koh Kai collectively consume 500 foam
boxes, 700 plastic bottles, 600 glass bottles,
2,000 plastic cups and 400 cans on a daily

basis, weighing about 40kg in total.
“We will start the project with 45 shops
and educate them about substituting plastic and other pollutants with more
environmentally friendly, reusable materials,” said Mr Suchat. “The project started
on March 1. We will closely monitor it and
follow up two months later to gauge success and reinforce the rules if need be.”
Pru Nai Municipality in Phang Nga has
issued new laws regarding trash management, with a fine of 1,000-2,000 baht for
those who do not comply. A certificate of
recognition will be given to those who successfully participate in the project.
After the clean up efforts at Laem Sai,
the next activities scheduled for Phuket,
Phang Nga and Ranong are March 9 at
Koh Racha Noi, March 16 at Baan Som
Chong Thai in Phang Nga, and April 9 at
Sai Dam Beach in Ranong.

A look at the latest trends
and statistics in Phuket ‘s
hospitality industry.
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Neem is known in India as
the ‘village pharmacy’,
due to its wide range of
medicinal properties.
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Teen has to pay
up for road
rage incident
AN ‘ANGRY teen’ seen kicking, screaming and pointing at
a Honda Jazz on a video last
week in Kamala was charged
and ordered to compensate the
car owner.
Gazette reporters contacted
Capt Prasert Thongprom of Kamala Police to follow up on the
ugly incident that took place on
February 25.
The parents of the teen
brought their son in to the Kamala Police Station to face the
consequences of his actions.
“Negotiations between the
car owner and the teen have led
to a compromise – neither will
be filing any charges against the
other. The teen, however, will be
paying for the damages to the
car,” confirmed the captain.
He was charged with reckless driving and fined for not
wearing a helmet and not carrying a driver’s licence.
– Kritsada Mueanhawong

Six-wheeler
collides with
tour bus
THE driver of a tour bus in
Phuket was injured after the
front of his vehicle was ripped

Cement mixer gets
entangled in wirey web

“Graham Weds lay unconscious on the floor. He had a
wound on his head and was not
breathing,” said Lt Chanat.
Rescue workers arrived by
boat and administered CPR, but
the man remained unresponsive. He was pronounced dead
at about 2:30pm.
“He and his friends stopped
at Plub Pla Beach for snorkeling,” said Lt Chanat. “Mr Weds
went back to the yacht while
everyone else was still in the
water and was later discovered
on the yacht floor,” he added.
He is believed to have fainted
due to the heat and suffered a
head injury when he hit the floor.
– Winai Sarot

Elderly local
found hanged

A cement truck passing through a soi in Rawai became entangled in a web of overhead electric cables
on February 27. The 51-year-old driver, Manot Sorkun, reportedly did not notice what had happened
and kept on driving, uprooting two power poles, one of which landed on a pick-up truck parked nearby.
The pick-up driver, Kojanat Pitakwongsorn, had only just parked when the second pole landed on his
vehicle. He narrowly escaped and was a bit shaken up due to the incident. The cement truck driver was
charged with reckless driving and causing damage to public and other property. A significant part of
Rawai also suffered at least a two-hour blackout due to the incident. Photo: Winai Sarot

off in a head-on collision with
a six-wheeler on February 27.
Capt Ekkarat Chatpai of
Wichit Police arrived at about
2:30pm at the rain-drenched
Muang Thong junction with
Kusoldharm Foundation rescue
workers.
“Rescue workers used Jawsof-Life to pull Saman Pansee
out from the wreckage as his

legs were stuck under the console inside the bus. He was
taken to Vachira Phuket Hospital,” Capt Ekkarat told the
Gazette.
The bus was heavily damaged from the front, while the
truck, damaged on its rear end,
careened to the side of the road.
The truck driver sustained minor injuries.
– Winai Sarot

Brit dies on
snorkeling trip
A BRITISH man died on a
chartered yacht anchored near
Koh Racha on February 26.
Lt Chanat Hongsithchaiyakul
of Chalong Police received a call
from the yacht at about 1:30pm.

A LOCAL man was found hanging by a nylon rope in his house
in Thalang on February 23.
Pracha Kruepanich, 96, had
been discharged from Vachira
Phuket Hospital six days prior
to the incident and was believed to have been stressed by
health issues.
“We found Mr Pracha’s body
hanging by a rope tied to a metal
hook at the back of his home in
Baan Muang Mai, Thepkrasattri
sub-district,” said Capt Chatree
Choowichein of Thalang Police.
Mr Pracha’s wife, Waraporn
Kruepanich, said that she was
in the front of the house while
her husband was in the back.
“Ms Waraporn said her husband had suffered through
many illnesses, which may
have caused him to end his
life,” said the captain. “She had
no suspicions of foul play.”
– Winai Sarot
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British burglar arrested Sea gypsies prevent
house demolition

By Kritsada Mueanhawong

AN ELUSIVE British serial
burglar, who has been on the
run from police for at least two
years, was arrested on February
23 in connection with another
series of burglaries in Phuket.
Charlie Machin, 54, was apprehended at his rental house in
Cherng Talay, with 67 items stolen from at least three homes.
He was previously wanted for
robbing a Swedish man’s home
in Kata of about 200,000 baht
in valuables, in March 2015.
At that time, police had collected CCTV footage from
cameras at the victim’s house,
which showed Mr Machin
breaking into the house. However, the Phuket Immigration
Office could find no record of
anyone with that name having
arrived in Phuket.
“On February 22, a Belarus
national Andrei Kruhlik filed a
complaint regarding a robbery
at his house in Cherng Talay,”
said Cherng Talay Police Superintendent Serm Kwannimit.
“We checked the house and
questioned others to find more
evidence. One of the neighbors
told us that they had seen a sus-

About 50-100 officials were present there. Photo: Kritsada Mueanhawong

Machin (left) eluded police for two years. Photo: Kritsada Mueanhawong

picious looking foreigner on a
black and red bike parked in
front of Mr Kruhlik’s house.
Police used CCTV footage and
GPS location on one of the stolen iPhones to find him at his
home,” he added.
Police initially seized two
iPhones, an Ipad, a Canon camera, a Macbook, two wallets, four
passports, a pack of keys, a buffalo drive, a bag and a Yamaha
bike, as well as the equipment he
used to break into homes.
A further search of his house
revealed 53 other stolen items,
including watches, laptops,

phones, cameras, jewelry and
glasses, among other items.
Mr Machin confessed to
breaking into Mr Kruhlik’s
house as well as several others
in Kamala, Thalang and Sakoo.
He said that he stored the items
in his house until they were
sold off one by one. He was
charged with theft and taken to
Cherng Talay Police Station.
“We have already informed
the British Embassy about this.
We have also informed all other
police stations so other victims
can contact us to check for their
belongings,” said Col Serm.

OFFICIALS plan to file complaints of land encroachment
against Rawai sea gypsies after
more than 200 of them gathered
to prevent the demolition of two
houses in Rawai on February 23.
“Suthep and Thawee
Mookdee hold a chanote for
this land,” said Legal Execution Department officer
Chanothai Sukpen.
Mr Suthep says the land belonged to his ancestors and they
had originally rented it out to
the sea gypsies, who built their
houses there.
We wished to stop renting to
them after they were not maintaining it well, but they would
not leave. We filed a court case
and followed all the legal pro-

cesses to remove them from the
land. After an eight-year court
case, we were finally granted
victory,” said Mr Suthep.
In July last year, Legal Execution Department officers put
a court notice here, but no action had been taken until now.
At least 50-100 officers from
Chalong Police and Civil Defense Volunteers were also
present at the scene to prevent
any unexpected violence.
“This is a court order, but
they have no regard for that. We
have filed two other complaints
against them for land encroachment and for preventing
officers from performing their
duty,” said Mr Suthep.
– Kritsada Mueanhawong
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making him lose control of the
van and crash into the palm
plantation,” said Capt Manas.
The suspects took a security
camera from inside the van.
“Witnesses in the area told
us that before the incident, they
saw Mr Chalee waiting for customers at Ao Luek station. Two
men came and chartered the
van to Na Nua sub-district.
That was the last anybody had
seen of him,” said Capt Manas.
The victim had been the target of an attempted murder once
before in Trang, but had managed to escape with injuries.
“We believe that he was shot
due to a relationship issue. The
victim had broken up with his
wife and had two girlfriends.
One of his new girlfriends had
an ex-boyfriend who was just
released from prison. However,
we will investigate further and
uncover more details to find the
truth,” said Capt Manas.

Park chief
wants transfer
as job stressful
THE Hat Noppharat Thara –
Mu Ko Phi Phi National Park
chief asked to be transferred to
a different department on February 22.
He cited “failing health and
work stress” as the reasons behind his decision, in a letter
addressed to the director-general of the Department of
National Parks, Wildlife and
Plant Conservation (DNP).
“I have been having health
problems and the job is also
stressful,” said Phi Phi Park
Chief Sorayut Tansathian. “The
protest regarding the park fee
is just one of the reasons I've
made this decision.”
He was appointed as the
park chief in June 2015 as part
of an investigation into the ‘disappearance’ of hundreds of
millions of baht in park fees
over a period of three years.
“I have done my best in this
position for almost two years,

with special focus on park fee
reforms. During my tenure, the
fee collection per year increased from less than 100
million to more than 500mn
baht,” said Mr Sorayut.
“I also worked on tourism

management and marine life
protection and restoration. Now
it’s time to pass the torch on to
someone else.”
In January last year, Mr
Sorayut banned all rock climbers, including independent
climbers, from scaling the bolted
rock faces on Phi Phi Don.

Police hunt for
Krabi gunmen
POLICE are hunting for at least
two gunmen who killed a van
driver in Krabi on February 17.
“The victim’s van was found
in a palm plantation on Petch
Kasem road in Ao Luek Tai subdistrict. In the driver’s seat, we
found Chalee Petchpuang, 48,
covered in blood, with bullet
wounds to his neck and forehead,” said Capt Manas
Inthornprom of the local police.
“There was also a bullet hole
in the driver’s side window. It
seems like he was shot in the
back of the neck and the bullet
exited through his forehead,

Existing media
to get licences
PEOPLE already working in
the media will be granted a licence to work in the sector
without conditions, the National Reform Steering Assembly media reform panel said on
February 27.
However, people or groups
seeking to do media work in the
future would face tough restrictions before obtaining a permit.
Professionals seeking to
enter the media industry after
the enactment of the new
regulatory law would have to
undergo training, examination and receive a Key
Performance Index evaluation, committee chairman
ACM Kanit Suwannet said at
the meeting.
Details on the regulations
would be laid out by the Media Professional Council that
will be set up once the bill goes
through Parliament, he said.
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Important steps to financial freedom
IT REALLY doesn’t matter if
you make a little money or
tonnes. If you can’t master this
very important step you will
never achieve financial freedom. It sounds all too simple
in theory, yet in practice so
many people have trouble staying disciplined.
The step I am talking about
is committing to setting aside a
minimum of 10 per cent of all
income you make and putting
it into long term savings.
Today’s discussion is not
about what you do with this
money, but simply getting you
to understand how crucial it is
to your future and those of your
loved ones. Most people have
no idea how big the trade-off
is when they squander money
in ‘today’s currency’, or what
an economist would call the opportunity cost of consuming
non-essentials in lieu of investing. Because of the effects of
compounding, an apple eaten
today has cost you the equivalent of many apples in the
future. This effect gets exponential, and over longer time
frames the apples eaten today
becomes holidays and luxury
cars foregone in the future.
Let’s use coffee as an example
since I don’t want you to go and

EGCO funds
seven new
power projects
ELECTRICITY Generating
(EGCO) Group has budgeted
more than 30 billion baht this
year for seven power projects
both in Thailand and overseas,
according to company president Chanin Chaonirattisai.
Six of the projects are under
construction and scheduled to
start operations between this
year and 2019, including three
small power producer projects
– Xayaburi in Laos and San
Buenaventura and Masinloc
Unit 3 in the Philippines.
Share transfers for the Salak
and Darajat geothermal power
plants in Indonesia are also in
progress and expected to be complete this quarter. The budget
does not include new projects
EGCO Group is attempting to
acquire or four other overseas
projects under development.
– The Nation

Simply replacing a daily ‘fancy’ cup of coffee with a store-bought bag of coffee beans could have a remarkable
long-term impact on your present and future finances. Photo: Pexels

skip that apple. It’s best to keep
the doctor away, although that’s
a discussion for another day.
Let’s assume you have a 100 baht
coffee at a fancy coffee shop on
the way into work every day so
you don’t have to wake up a half
an hour early to make your own
at home.
If you buy a bag from the shop
it might cost you 10 baht per cup,
saving you 90 baht per working
day. Let’s call this US$3. Multiply this by 20 working days and
we can say it is US$60 per
month or rounded off to US$700
per year. Now let’s assume a 5

per cent average annual return
per year, which could be guaranteed if you were paying down
debts like a mortgage or student
loan at this rate.
If you skipped your fancy coffee and used the savings to pay
down your mortgage over its 30year term, we are talking about
US$50,000 gained from a very
small effort every day. Keep in
mind less than half of this was
the actual dollar amount of what
you forewent in short term consumption, the rest is the magical
effect of compounding.
Now you don’t need to skip

luxuries like fancy coffee if you
can be disciplined to save 10%
or more of our income every
month, but the example just goes
to show how very small changes
in our daily habits can add up to
significant chunks of cash. If you
can save even more, what you get
back in the future is even greater,
or you can achieve financial freedom and stop working even
sooner.
Now we shouldn’t live like
paupers either since we could be
hit by a tuk-tuk and die tomorrow, so we need to find a balance
that works for us in this trade-

off. Most people err on the side
of over-consuming now, so a systematic percentage followed with
strict discipline is the best approach. This way if your income
goes up or down you just keep it
in the same percentage and adjust your lifestyle accordingly.
Sadly, most people adjust
their lifestyle to increase to 100
per cent of any additional income earned, despite the fact
that we quickly adjust to new
lifestyle levels and our overall
happiness reverts to where it
previously was.
We usually even increase
our stress as the thought of going back to a previous lifestyle
that we once were happy with
creates a fear that didn’t exist
when we were there in the first
place. It’s much better to increase our means greatly first
and then slowly increase our
lifestyle. By committing to saving a fixed percentage of your
income, you will do this automatically as long as you can
stay disciplined. Do your future
self a favor. Trust me, you will
thank yourself.
David Mayes, MBA, lives in Phuket
and provides health, wealth, and
life coaching to expatriates around
the globe. He has been involved
in financial markets for 15 years
and specializes in tax efficiency
and UK pension transfers. He can
be reached at lifeisamaz
ingthailand@gmail.com
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To ‘protect’
and to ‘serve’
THE recent incarceration of a Russian tourist for the heinous crime of feeding breadcrumbs to fish is just the latest in
a long line of embarrassments for Thai law enforcement and
our tourism industry.
The story made some international headlines, with such mass
media heavyweights as TASS and the UK-based tabloid the Daily
Mail re-reporting after it was first reported by the Gazette.
While reports created a feeding frenzy of their own in social media, it is perhaps fortunate that international reporting
of the incident was limited.
The tale of Ms Smirnova’s travails in Thailand certainly
has the “that could have been anyone – including me” narrative that is known to attract readers. How many among us
have not engaged in similar behavior in the past?
Perhaps this report was lost in the expanding universe of
propaganda, as well as more eyebrow-raising official announcements, such as the recent proclamation by a law
enforcement official in Pattaya that there is no prostitution
in that seaside town. How’s that for an alternative fact?
Coming back to the issue at hand, officials at the Department of Marine and Coastal Resources (DMCR) need to do
a much better job of ensuring that tourists, and especially
tour operators, are aware of existing laws that have been put
into effect to help save what little remains of our once-abundant coral reef ecosystems.
Most tourists who feed fish are not only unaware that the
practice is harmful to fish populations in the long run, but
are also clueless to the fact that they are putting themselves
at serious legal risk. The fact that other foreign tourists have
faced similar treatment by DMCR officials and police indicates the start of a worrying trend.
If the intention was to ‘set an example’, the arrest is a failure because it will not be noticed by the vast majority of future
package tourist who might be tempted into similar behavior.
If the intention was to needlessly humiliate a random foreign tourist, spoil her vacation, elicit scorn and put yet another
brown stain on our reputation as a tourist destination, then
it was a resounding success.

Well done to the men in brown
Re: British expat burglar arrested in Phuket, Feb 24
Well done the Men in
Brown. Hopefully he has fish
head soup and a nice air-con
room coming his way for a
couple of years.
Oh, and I was joking about
the air-con.
Denver Owens
Facebook

ing to Phuket.
Alan
Gazette forum

Do you have an opinion to voice?
Email Editor@PhuketGazette.net

those either for much longer.
Mike Bergeron
Facebook

Racist entry fees are Not enough to save
not acceptable
the environment
Re: Tourists stranded for hours
as tour operators demand reduced park fees, Feb 23
What is finally being understood by tourists is the racist
based entry fees are no longer
acceptable.
How would Thais like to be
charged 10 times the entry fee
for say the CN tower in Toronto
which would be approximately
US$150?
David Crammond
Facebook

Re: Phuket receives B800k for
marine debris management,
Feb 27
They waste billions destroying the island with over
building, pathetic road building
etc, but can only spend a paltry
800k on recovering their marine environment on which
much of their faltering tourism
depends. Pathetic.
James H Miller
Facebook

Important to make Chiang Mai much
more polluted than
sure you’re legal
Phuket

Volume 24 Issue 9

Re: Thai expats in America fear
Trump, Feb 23
Round them up and send
them home.
I’m here legally and I keep
all in order to be here. Same in
any country I go to.
I make sure I’m legal and
abide by the laws of the host
country.
Oh, and as far as the ‘Sanctuary Cities’ in America are
concerned, I wouldn’t count on

Re: Opinion: Rethinking the
power generation strategy, Feb
26
The Mae Moh coal burning
power plant near Chiang Mai
produces 1.6 million tonnes of
sulfur dioxide yearly.
Some of this fills the Chiang
Mai valley when the wind is
coming from the east.
After 3 years in Chiang Mai,
this is the reason we are mov-

Easily preventable,
but sad ending
Re: Rescued black bear falls to
death from chopper, Feb 27
A sad ending. Could easily
have been prevented if there
were qualified people who followed the correct procedures.
Harry
Gazette forum

Teens deserve severe punishment
Re: Video: Angry teens terrorize family after a ‘beep’, Feb
25
And what penalty, if any,
will be handed out? When tourists are thrown in jail for giving
bread to a fish? This surely
warrants a more severe punishment, but let’s wait and see
what happens with this.
Sharky
Gazette forum

Best wishes for Phi
Phi park chief
Re: Phi Phi national park chief
resigns, Feb 23
Looks like he was too successful in trying to wipe out the
rampant graft. As always, no
prosecutions though. Get well
soon.
Mister Ree
Gazette forum

March 4 - 10, 2017

PHUKET GAZETTE 7

Trends in Phuket hospitality
BASED on C9 Hotelworks’
Phuket Hotel Market Update of
February 2017, total inbound
passengers through Phuket International Airport in 2016 was
7,549,346, with 54 per cent
from international flights and
46 per cent from domestic arrivals. This is an 18 per cent
growth rate in 2016 year on
year compared to 13 per cent
in 2015.
Another very interesting fact
is that the top five geographic
source market are Mainland
China, Russia, South Korea,
Australia and the UK. Even
though Mainland China is the top
overseas source market, it has
actually dropped 2 per cent in
2016 as it has been affected by a
nationwide crackdown by the
Thai government on zero baht
tourism last year. This, however,
is expected to recover in late
2017 with increased government
initiative to draw in higher quality tourists from China.
Based on the figures above,
have the dynamics in Phuket

Many Australian travellers have shown a preference for Bali over Phuket. Photo: Thomas Depenbusch

changed again? Are the Russians back in Phuket? The
Russian ruble has recovered
and strengthened against the
Thai baht and that has helped
the recovery with more Russians returning to Phuket (an
increase of 13 per cent in
2016). The popular luxury villa
rental market, where Russian
clients hold the biggest segment, has yet to return to its

high since the crash of the
ruble, but is slowly making its
way back. A decline in European & Nordic countries arrival
due to the weak Euro has also
hurt the luxury villa rental market where a stay of one to three
months was the norm, especially over the winter season in
Europe.
Phuket used to be the choice
honeymoon location for most

South Korean newlyweds and
that trend seems to be making
a return with an increase of 21
per cent in passenger arrivals.
Australian arrivals have remained constant for the past
three years, with many Australians still picking Bali over
Phuket due to flight connections and heavy promotions to
the island. Arrivals from the
UK have increased 20 per cent

(even though the British pound
has taken a dive against the
Thai baht) where Phuket remains a destination of choice
for many semi-retired or retired
Brits fleeing the English
weather for the hot, sunny
weather Phuket has to offer.
In terms of global beach destinations, Phuket is third in the top
five beach destinations, with Bali
and Honolulu at the top and Ibiza
and Maldives taking the other two
spots. This is based on passenger
arrivals to each of the five individual beach destinations.
‘Brand Phuket’ – initiated by
the Phuket Hotels Association
and created by global branding
agency QUO – is focusing on
the island’s breadth of experiences, its majestic natural
beauty and culturally diverse
communities. The first concerted effort to define and
express the island’s identity as
a tourist destination is welcomed not only by hoteliers, but
by all businesses on the island.
Amy Koh is the sales manager of
Engel & Voelkers Phuket. To
contact Amy or for more
information, visit www.engel
voelkers.com/en/phuket
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Unprecedented boom in ocean waste
I’VE written on the topic of
ocean waste before. In fact, I
first wrote on the topic over 18
months ago, but it appears that
little has changed.
Ocean waste is everyone’s
responsibility – not just divers,
sailors, or swimmers, but everyone who in some way makes
a living from the island of
Phuket.
Phuket’s lifeblood is tourism, its key assets the beaches
and Andaman Sea. When they
are threatened, people should
sit up and take note, and more
importantly, take action.
Readers have no doubt heard
of the floating waste pile heading through the Gulf of Thailand.
At 10km long, it’s a monster and
hard to ignore. Thailand’s Marine Department has been out
there on the high seas doing their
best to break it down and clean
it up. Located approximately
8km offshore, it has been no
small effort from the Marine Department and they deserve credit.
But is this really the responsibility of one government
department?
No doubt some will point to
the fact that this 10km waste
trail has come from somewhere
else to Thailand, and they are,
in part, right. The fact conveniently overlooked is the
movements of the ocean.

water containers for customers.
It’s become a fashion statement
in gyms the world over to bring
your own refillable container.
We must make it fashionable
for marine tourists too.
BAN PLASTIC BAGS
Check tourists when they arrive
and don’t allow any plastic bags
on the boat. This already happens in some national parks in
Thailand – I have experienced
it in Krabi. The same must be
done for the Andaman Sea.
EDUCATE CUSTOMERS

A recently published report suggests that Thailand, along with four other Asian countries, generates 60
per cent of all plastic waste found in oceans today. Photo: Gerry & Bonni

For those who are unaware
of this fact, oceans do move.
Additionally, they are all
linked. To those people blaming Thailand’s waste problem
on someone else, stop and look
in the mirror.
Ocean Conservancy recently
reported that 60 per cent of the
plastic waste in the oceans
comes from just five countries:
China, Indonesia, the Philippines, Vietnam and Thailand.
Thais live a throw away
lifestyle. Food Panda, UberEats
and Line Man are just some of
the food delivery services available in Bangkok. Add to that

regular vendor stalls you can
find anywhere in the country
where a fried rice comes with
three plastic bags and a polystyrene box, and that too for
free.
But it’s not free. There’s a
cost – it’s called waste and it
needs to be addressed at source.
This requires central government and local government
buy-in. Not lip service, but
genuine change and leadership
is required.
Ocean waste is a problem for
everyone, however, with regards
to the island’s marine tourism,
day trip tour boats, diving tours

and charter yachts are likely the
most immediate source of waste
into the Andaman Sea. More often than not, it’s an accident – a
customer knocks a plastic bottle
off a table and it falls into the
water; a plastic bag blows away
in the wind.
Here are three simple ideas
how the marine industry can
help make a difference.
BAN WATER BOTTLES
ON BOATS
Water bottles are a curse for the
marine environment. Tour operators must provide refillable

Educate guests to throw their
garbage in the relevant containers on the boat and then the
boat crew dispose onshore appropriately. Have crew
proactively walk around the
boat asking for garbage. This
is common practice on airlines,
make it so on boats.
None of the above requires
significant cost, they require an
investment of will and time, as
well as buy-in from both private and public sectors.
Duncan Worthington is a long time
Phuket resident and through
Infinity Communications (www.
infinity-comms.com) consults to
leading consumer brands,
hospitality and marine clients in
Thailand. In his 'spare time' he
runs
the
marine
portal
w w w. M a r i n e S c e n e . a s i a .
#OnDeckPhuket

On again, off again sun loungers on Phuket beaches
THE decision to ban or allow
sun loungers on Phuket
beaches has changed thrice in
as many months. The Royal
Thai Army on February 27 declared that sun loungers are allowed in the 10 percent zone
at Patong Beach.
Army and beach management committee officials
reversed of the Royal Thai
Navy’s ruling declaring the beds
to be illegal in December last
year, which itself was a reversal
of Patong Mayor Chalermluck
Kebsup’s decision allowing the
loungers on beaches.
The same outcome is expected for other Phuket
beaches, but no timeline has yet
been announced.
Following the announcement, vendors at Patong Beach
immediately brought dozens of
loungers and other furniture
down to the beach.

To be or not to be: Army allows sun loungers allowed on Patong Beach. Photo: Kritsada Mueanhawong

Army Region 4 Deputy
Commander Pornsak Poonsawat and other officers
patrolled Patong Beach to en-

sure order and safety, and also
to follow up on decades-old
rental bike management and
parking issues along the beach

road that they had attempted to
rectify earlier last month.
“We had initially decided to
ban sun beds, even in the 10 per

cent zone, and only allow mattresses and umbrellas.
However, that ‘seems to be’
posing problems for tourists,
particularly older ones,” said
Maj Gen Pornsak.
“From what we have observed, both tourists and
vendors are satisfied with this
decision,” he added.
The beach management
committee will continue to
monitor the situation and if ‘all
goes well’, the loungers will
once again become a permanent fixture on the sand.
“We have not set a limit on
the number of loungers allowed. This can vary depending
on the demand, but vendors
have to ensure that they are
placed in an orderly and appropriate fashion. Local authorities
also have to keep an eye on
them,” said Gen Pornsak.
– Kritsada Mueanhawong
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The benefits of the neem plant
I HAVE written in these columns before about the sadao
tree, or azadiracha indica,
which we gardeners in Thailand
know as neem. But my interest
was re-kindled by a reader from
Hua Hin who wrote to say he
was “looking for a supplier of
neem from the sadao tree”. I
presume he wants to use it as an
organic pesticide or maybe a
specific against mosquitoes.
Neem has long been used by
Thais, even though in 2009
there was a totally misguided
attempt by authorities to ban its
use as one of thirteen so-called
hazardous plants. Since it was a
traditional and cheap alternative
to synthetic and often toxic
chemicals, there was an outcry
by small farmers and environmentalists. Nowadays, you can
find it as an ingredient in natural insecticides, or since the tree
is common in Thailand, you can
prepare your own concoction.
The neem grows readily in
tropical areas with a minimum
temperature of 20 degrees.
Hardy and shallow rooted, it

Neem plants have powerful antiseptic and healing properties. Photo: Thendral Muthusami

needs little attention. The one in
my garden is so vigorous that it
needs pruning to keep it manageable. Its leaves are attractively
pinnate and rarely drop unless
there is a sudden cessation of the
water supply. A member of the
mahogany genus, it is a valuable
timber, fodder and shade tree.
Sprays of flowers on the tips of
branches and fruits which ripen
to yellow make it ornamental as
well as utilitarian.

More importantly, and since
they are bitter and astringent to
the taste, the flowers, foliage
and seeds have powerful antiseptic and healing properties. In
parts of Southeast Asia, they are
used in cooking, both to impart
a distinctive flavor and to
cleanse the digestive system.
Traditionally, the plant has been
used as a remedy for diabetes,
as a natural worming agent, and
even to treat diseases with vi-

ral, bacterial or fungal origins. I
recently had an Ayervedic massage in which the leaves were
used as a skin emollient.
Known in India as the ‘village pharmacy’ because of its
range of properties, the sadao
tree is also employed as a powerful and entirely safe source of
insecticides. Thais grind up the
flowers or seeds, or even boil the
leaves, though boiling is likely
to reduce the plants powerful

prophylactic action. Mixed with
water and sprayed on crops, the
liquid makes the leaves inedible
to predatory insects and prevents their eggs from hatching.
Since the tree is common in gardens and grows wild throughout
Thailand, our readers should
have no problem in finding a
specimen. Neem trees can also
be tracked down on Monkey
Mountain in Hua Hin.
If not, all parts are available
in fresh markets. And if you want
to grow one, saplings are often
sold in plant nurseries. It takes
readily from cuttings. The oil,
extracted from the seeds, and
sometimes used in cosmetics,
may be a more expensive proposition. But even the residue from
this process, known as neem
cake, is a valuable fertilizer.
What other trees, apart perhaps from the coconut, can
match the neem’s value and
functionality?
If you have gardening or
environmental concerns, contact
Patrick at drpaccampbell@
gmail.com. Many of his creative
and academic publications can be
found at his website: Green
galoshes Wordpress.
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PROPERTY FOR SALE
FIRESALE
SEA VIEW CONDO
Highly discounted massive
panoramic sea view freehold
condo. Reduced from 55 million
baht, lowest price on the project
and best view. Urgent sale: 36
million baht. Located in Kata.
Please call 080-124 1245.
Email: kay@phuketandaman
realestate.com

FIRESALE BUSINESS
12-bedroom mint property with
15% ROI for sale in high-end location in Patong. Land and building was 200 million baht 7 years
ago but the owner died. Owner's
names have been transferred in
the company to family members
so all OK now. Fire sale at 80
million baht, no offers! Located in
Patong. Tel: 080-124 1245.
Email: kay@phuketandaman
realestate.com

URGENT SALE BELOW
MARKET PRICE
The Title Condo, Rawai. New, 2
bedrooms, 1.5 bathrooms. Unfurnished, never occupied.
Building B, 2nd floor, sea view.
4,946,617 baht (77,777 baht/
sqm). Tel: 089-908 5754.

RAWAI SEAVIEW LAND
50.10sqw (8.9x22.50m), Soi
Suksan 2, Only 1.95 Million
baht. Luxurious and quiet area.
Tel: 089-652 7005.

INVESTMENT
OPPORTUNITY

1 or 2 rai. 180° ocean view.
24hr security, water & electricity supply. Freehold. 5.7
million baht/rai. Tel: 084-625
5090. Email: yamu.hills.sun
rise@gmail.com

GOLF COURSE VIEW
CONDO 1.69MB
Newly renovated Phuket golf
course view condo: 58sqm,
1.69 million baht. Located in
Kathu, Phuket Country
Club. Tel: 062-448 4825 (English). Email: gunzo@emai
l.de.

PLOT - READY TO
BUILD SURIN
5 million baht. Please call
+60-017-201 7722 (English).

FREEHOLD CONDO
Fully furnished. Andaman Beach
Condo Patong. 1 bedroom, sea
view, 12th floor, 80.64sqm. 12
million baht ONO. Genuine buyer
only, no brokers. Contact Songpan. Tel: 081-737 8662.

RAWAI VILLA
FOR RENT

A high-grade house, furnished, near Rawai and NaiHarn beachs. 2 large bedrooms, with en-suite bathrooms, aircon. One guest
toilet. Large living-dining
room. Telephone and
internet. Only 18,000 baht /
month. Tel: 081-895 3043.

TOWNHOUSE
SUPALAI CITY HILL

4 bedrooms, 5 bathrooms.
Short/long-term available.
LINE ID: dallas26. Tel: 085392 6666. Email: dchaibut
@gmail.com

LUXURY 2 BEDROOMS
APARTMENT
Long term rental. Contact: phuke
tluxuryapartment@gmail.com or
www.phuketholidayapartment.com
For sale (2.8 million baht) or
rent (12,000 baht/month) in
Supalai City Hill Estate,
Phuket Town. 3 bedrooms,
2 bathrooms, quiet, convenient location, furnished, full
kitchen, decor, garden, car
park, 2 aircons. Available
from Jan 2016. Please call
089-874 0061, 086-291 41
15. Email: stephenfein@
gmail.com

LONG TERM RENT
1-2 Bedrooms house, start
from 7,000 baht/month. Quiet
area, free wifi in Chalong /
Panwa area. Tel: 081-892
4311.

PATONG TOWER CONDO
Long term only. 66sqm, furnished, True Vision and WiFi.
Tel: 081-892 1621.

PATONG TOWER CONDOS
Tel: 080-692 6114. Email: phu
ketitalianaimmobiliare@gmail.
com

LUXURY SEAVIEW
POOL VILLA FOR SALE

2-BEDROOM HOUSE
IN CHALONG
Luxury 3-storey, swimming
pool, walled garden house.
Standing in a very nice position between Rawai and Nai
Harn area, all in a 5-minute
drive to the nice beach. Optional to be 5 bedrooms and
bathrooms with a separate
maid's room. Large outside
living area with 740sqm of
land. For sale at 12 million
baht. Tel: 095-061 2868, 081397 1835.

2 BEDROOMS, KARON
BEACH IN 5 MINUTES
160sqm, Western management, 2 pools, gym, walk to town/
beach in 5 minutes. Sale/rent.
Email: resortgm@gmail.com

PROPERTY
COZY HOUSE
NEAR NAI HARN

1 RAI 180° OCEAN
VIEW YAMU HILL

FOR

FIRE SALE PROPERTY

In Ananda Gardens, a quiet
location close to Chalong
Pier and Home Pro. Newly
decorated inside and out.
2.7 million baht. For further
details in English, please
call 093-651 4162 (English &
Thai). Email: 1donieoleary
@gmail.com

Hillside in Phuket Town.
Near Mission Hospital. 5
bedrooms with aircons, 6
bathrooms, living room,
maid's room, 40sqm swimming pool. 728sqm area.
Tel: 091-078 9595.

BUILDING
FOR SALE / RENT

CONDO-BUILDING
MANAGEMENT

Brand new, 19 apartments, 2
shops. Ideal for hotel / spa /
medical clinic. Good location, located in Patong. Tel: 094-887
0869 (English), 088-012 1425
(English & Thai). Email: nuchy
listings@gmail.com

RENT
VILLA, 5 MIN FROM
MARINA

Fire Sale Property good quality,
well built and maintained Balinese
villar in Rawai. One level, three
bedrooms. Villa is 250sqm and
land is 540 sqm. Owner needs to
sell urgently, hence great price of
7.95 million baht. ONO. Tel: 080124 1245. Email: kay@pare.com

2-bedroom villa with 2
ensuite, covered car park,
new kitchen, fresh painted
wardrobes, new fridge. Available for rent also.Tel: 081537 1356.

CAPE YAMU
SEA VIEW VILLA

6TH FLOOR
FURNISHED CONDO
FOR RENT

4 bedrooms, pool, garden,
90,000 per month, close to
school. Tel: 086-279 6283.
Email: rdcapeheights@gmail.
com

TENNIS CLUB
FOR LEASE / SALE
Established for 10 years on
1.5 acres with regular customers. Due to the owner returning
overseas. Now the business is
available for sale 9.5 million baht/
rai. Chalong-Rawai. Tel: 081-569
6026 (English & Thai). Email:
patraporn_a@yahoo.com, www.
phuketsport.com

KATHU HOUSE
FOR RENT

3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms,
fully furnished, 3 aircons.
For more information,
please call 087-266 7191.

NAI YANG HOUSE
FOR RENT

KATHU FLAT
100sqm, furnished, secure, convenient location, good area for
exercise. For more information,
please call 086-664 5575 (English). Email: hkmsn@yahoo.
com

Professional condominium
pro-perty management, CJP
services provided. With /
without rental scheme by
hoteliers. Email: gmseasia
@gmail.com

Long-term rent. Great location, fully furnished 2-bedroom/2-bathroom condo
with kitchen next to new
Duty-Free Mall, overlooking lake. 100m swimming
pool, gym, internet, 2 cable
TVs, 3 aircons, washing machine, parking. Security.
Close to all shopping malls.
25,000 baht/month. Located in Kathu. Please call
081-893 9127 (English),
087-886 7895 (Thai).

Quiet, modern, furnished 2 and
4 bedrooms with ensuite bathrooms. Kitchen, aircon, internet,
TV. 700m from Nai Yang Beach.
Starts at 15,000 baht/month
(long term). Tel: 081-837 5774
(English), 092-431 5962. Email:
info@adrinflatables.com

TOWNHOUSE
FOR RENT / SALE
Phuket townhouse, 3 bedrooms,
2 bathrooms, 3 aircons, car
park. Furnished, quiet locality.
Near Central Festival. Long
term: 15,000 baht / month.
Please cal 081-719 7015 (English & Thai). Email: jassarab
ee@gmail.com
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JOBS / RECRUITMENT
LOOKING FOR
ENGLISH NATIVE
TEACHER
Part-time for 9 years old kid.
Tel: 081-416 0333. Email:
Lemcloe@gmail.com

PROPERTY
SALES & ADMIN
Siam Real Estate requires a
Thai person with good English
language skills to assist with
rental sales, admin & taking
listings. Must drive, be computer literate and have experience in property. Rawai. Tel:
076-383646. Send CV to jobs
@siamrealestate.com

SALES MANAGER
Prestigious Phuket developer seeks experienced
sales manager for Patong
area. Tel: 089-016 0984.
Send CV to patrick@ocea
nic-global.com

GENERAL
CLASSIFIEDS
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
SALES MANAGER
Prestigious Phuket developer seeks experienced
sales manager for Patong
area. Tel: 089-016 0984.
Send CV to patrick@ocea
nic-global.com

RETAIL SPACE
IN PATONG
Available in the Ocean Plaza
Patong for massage, beauty,
coffee, souvenir shops, etc.
Low-rent contracts for up to 12
years. Tel: 086-281 8883, 089504 8882.

PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT COMPANY
Great opportunity for real estate
companies looking to expand
their management portfolio with
20 villas, 1 resort, 1 common area
project (all in Rawai area) and 12
units in a condo near Central
Festival. Private negotiations.
Tel: 084-081 6067. Email: info@
dreamingsunshine.com

CLUB
MEMBERSHIP
AVAILABLE
LOCH PALM CLUB

TUTOR
FOR 6-YEAR-OLD BOY
Seeking full time tutor for
my 6-year-old son. Qualified
person must be native English speaking (or advanced), hold a driving licence, have a minimum of 3
years experience as a primary school teacher, and be
willing to travel to Europe 4
months per year. We offer
high salary, accommodation
and all traveling costs paid.
Tel: 081-892 7847. Send CV
to patrick@oceanic-global.
com

Individual with share play and
ride. Quick sale: 550,000 baht.
Tel: 089-594 4067.

PHUKET COUNTRY CLUB
Lifetime Family Membership:
Bargain price of 410,000 baht.
Seller will pay transfer fee. Tel: 082805 3403, +61-418-930818 (English), 091-034 0495 (English &
Thai). mikecahill1806@gmail.com

BLUE CANYON GOLF
MEMBERSHIP
Full membership for quick sale @
495,000 baht (transfer fee 50/50).
Tel: 098-014 4886. Email: hklein9
36@gmail.com

SECURITY GUARD
FOR PRIVATE
RESIDENCE
Work 6days / week from
19.00-6.00 (Saturday off).
Excellent working conditions
including own work station,
personal TV, tea/coffee machine etc. Able to speak basic English. Contact Dang.
Tel: 081-979 2937.

TUTOR
FOR 6-YEAR-OLD BOY
Seeking full time tutor for
my 6-year-old son. Qualified
person must be native English speaking (or advanced), hold a driving licence, have a minimum of 3
years experience as a primary school teacher, and be
willing to travel to Europe 4
months per year. We offer
high salary, accommodation
and all traveling costs paid.
Tel: 081-892 7847. Send CV
to patrick@oceanic-global.
com

KRABI BOAT LAGOON
URGENT
1 Marina Manager. 2 GSAs.
Email: sornkom.k@holida
yinnkrabi.com

PLUMBING DOCTOR
We fix all plumbling issues.
Contact Sumet. Facebook:
Sumet Boonlorm. Tel: 081396 5050 (English & Thai).
Email: sumetphuket@g
mail.com

WHEELS
&
MOTORS
SECOND HAND 2014
ATV CAN-AM 1000 4HR
Second hand ATV. Year:
2014. Make: Can-am. Color:
yellow. Model: Renegade
1000 X XC Miles. Hours: 4
hours(+/-). Samut Sakhon.
Tel: 034-423317.

HONDA PHANTOM
MOTORCYCLE
2004. Has rust damage but runs
great. 30,000 baht. Tel: 085-641
6123. danabratton@sbcglobal.net

TOYOTA HILUX BUYER
Want to sell or buy a Toyota Hilux
Vigo + champ + revo? Just one call
and you get the BEST PRICE.
Tel: 02-810 8117, 084-344 3444,
080-806 6007. vigobangkok@ya
hoo.com, http://vigo4u.com

SELL ME YOUR CAR!
Looking for a small car: Nissan
March, Toyota Yaris, Honga Jazz
or similar. Budget: 200,000 baht.
Tel: 081-891 3051. Email: jeroen
deknatel@yahoo.com

THAI MALE MASSAGE

HONDA CB500X

Looking for Thai male therapist to work at private home
of German couple in Patong.
Tel: 083-644 9229.

Green book,13,000km, new tires,
foreign owner. Asking 155,000 baht.
Includes 2 side bags.Tel: 081-787
2322. Email: jordanpatong@libe
ro.it
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Giving it everything you’ve got
By Sahar Aftab Paliwala

SOPHON Pol Kaew In, or Pol,
as he is better known to his
friends and customers, is currently a taxi and tuk-tuk driver
in Phuket and somewhat of a
favorite with foreigners. Originally from Krabi, he moved to
Phuket at the age of 18 more
than 25 years ago.
“I came to Phuket as a
young, carefree boy. I didn’t
know many people at the time
and there weren’t many foreigners here either. My first job was
at Savoy Seafood restaurant near
Bangla Road, which was the topranked seafood place in Patong.
I started working as a server and
stayed there for three years, before moving to Patong Merlin
Hotel,” says Mr Pol.
At Patong Merlin, the staff
were offered an English language class, something Mr Pol
took advantage of and would
prove useful to him in his later
years. He started out as a busboy and steadily moved up the
ranks over the next 15 years to
become a restaurant manager.
It was while working at Savoy Seafood Restaurant that
Mr Pol met his wife Nattaporn.

The two got married and soon
started a family together.
“After I moved to Patong
Merlin and became a manager,
poor work-life balance began
to drastically affect my life.
Even though I was doing well
in my career, I didn’t have
much time for my family. I
decided it was time to re-evaluate my life and career. It didn’t
seem worth it to spend all my
time at work and have none left
for my family,” says Mr Pol.
With two young daughters
and a young wife, Mr Pol
searched for other jobs in hospitality, but faced the same
problem each time. A chance
meeting with a friend who
drove a tuk-tuk planted the idea
of doing the same in his mind.
“I had just bought a house
and could not afford to purchase
a tuk-tuk, so I refinanced my
house and took out a loan to
purchase one. One of my first
customers were some Australians I knew from my days at
the Patong Merlin. Aussies are
the friendliest people I have
ever worked with,” he says.
“I promoted myself on
Facebook and other social media platforms and also offered

tours. My customer base grew
and soon, I was able to purchase a better tuk-tuk and then
a car for my wife.”
Ms Nattaporn supports her
husband in the business and
manages her schedule in a way
that she is able to find time to
take the kids to school and bring
them back at the end of the day.
Both husband and wife have a
reputation of being friendly,
helpful and punctual, with rave
reviews and thank you notes
on their Facebook pages from
both tourists and expats alike.
Mr Pol does not concern
himself with any ‘mafia’ associations or activities.
“There are both good drivers and bad drivers in Phuket.
One of the biggest problems in
this business is the language
barrier. Sometimes customers
don’t understand what we’re
trying to say and they become
confused and even angry.
Other times, drivers are unable
to explain the situation and this
leads to conflict,” he says.
Mr Pol and his entire family
are cycling enthusiasts.
“I first started cycling after
a friend suggested it. I was having trouble sleeping at night and

also putting on weight because of my sedentary
lifestyle. First I started cycling on my own, but now
it’s something my whole
family does,” he says.
“Before I started cycling, I used to look and feel
tired all the time, but not
anymore. I am the
leader of a group
of
cyclists
called ‘Samran Group’
which I also
h e l p e d
form. We
participate
in various
events
such as
‘Bike for
Mom’,
‘Bike for
Dad’
a n d

‘Kathu Cycling
Week’ as well as
many other activities. Cycling
has become a
big part of my
life now and
helped me to
make new
friends.”

