
���� �����	

PhuketGazettePHUKET’S LEADING NEWSPAPER... SINCE 1993PhuketGazette.net

BUSINESS

PROPERTY

LIFE&STYLE

A FORMER Land Depart-
ment official was report-
edly found ‘hanged’ in his
detention cell, one day be-
fore he was due to appear
in court.

Full story Page 6

Land official
dies while
awaiting
trial in cell

PM Prayuth to visit Phuket
for the launch of Startup
Thailand this month.

Page 11

CPN announces  20bn baht
expansion of Central
Festival Phuket.

Page 19

Useful tips for Australian
visa application procedure
for Thai nationals.

    Page 14

Now inside                        every SaturdayTHE NATIONSeptember 3 - 9, 2016 56 Pages / 20 Baht

Continued on Page 5

General Panya (center) is briefed by Phuket police officers after the Government Savings Bank
reported an estimated 12 million baht loss due to ATM hacks. Photo: Kritsada Mueanhawong

   Eastern European
suspects scam 16.5
million baht from
ATMs nationwide
By Chutharat Plerin

A PROVINCIAL court issued an arrest
warrant for a Russian man on August
30, whom Phuket police believe to be
involved in a series of ATM scams that
robbed an estimated 12 million baht
from Government Savings Banks
(GSB) in Phuket and nationwide last
month.

Although police estimate up to four
other Eastern European suspects to be
involved in the month-long spree based
out of Phuket, Royal Thai Police adviser
Panya Maman said authorities are refus-
ing to divulge the names of the other
suspects at this time.

“We prefer not to reveal many details
about the suspects because it may affect
the outcome of the investigation,” Gen-
eral Panya said in a press conference at
the Phuket Provincial Police Headquar-
ters in Phuket Town on August 30.

“We prefer to reveal only that we’ve
asked for a warrant to be issued for
Rustam Shambasov, 29, a Russian na-
tional.”

“We now have all the details and
names of the suspects,” Gen Panya said.
“The next steps are to ask for their ar-
rest warrants, to arrest the suspects and
to return the money to the bank, both
the 12 million nationally and the 4.5
million taken from Phang Nga.”

Police believe that an ATM located
in Wichit was used to perpetrate the na-
tional fraud.

“Our initial findings point to this ATM
being used as a master controller,” Gen
Panya told the Gazette on August 28.
“We found that this machine linked to
and controlled two other ATMs in Surat

‘THEY CHECKED OUT THE S Y S T E M S BEFORE THE ATTACK’

Thani Province.”
“The group apparently used an elec-

tronic card from England to withdraw
money from the ATMs,” he said. “They
appear to have inserted the card and used
a loophole in the network to trick the ma-
chines into giving out cash.”

Police also examined two Government
Savings Bank ATMs on Sunday, August
28; one located in front of J&P Supermart
in Mai Khao, the other at the CP Fresh
Mart on Sakdidet Road on the way to Cape
Panwa.

Police suspect at least 21 ATMs were
hacked across the country, resulting in
more than12 million baht in cash being
withdrawn. Another 200 ATMs are sus-
pected of being infected during the
exploits.

“As soon as we took the case, we

worked relentlessly to identify every sus-
pect,” Gen Panya said. “Many police
departments worked together until we iden-
tified the suspects and know how they
carried out the crime. Please know that al-
though they have left the country, we are
making progress on arresting them,”

Gen Panya told reporters that there is no
evidence at this time for police to believe
that a Thai national helped to carry out the
scheme.

“It took some time before the bank was
capable of informing the authorities,” he said
when asked by reporters why the bank
waited so long before reporting the theft.
“The system that the suspects used reset the
ATM security features back to normal after
they took the money. That was unfortunate…
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Firefighters and rescue workers were deployed on the tarmac as part of regular drills aimed at improving
response times and emergency response efficiency on August 25. This is the fourth such drill at the
airport this year. No flights were reportedly affected by the drill. Photo: Phuket International Airport

Emergency crews
battle airport firesWichit man

arrested after
drug raids

Bird hunting
man shot dead

Flash floods
cause delays
after official
reassurances

Phuket hosts
annual anti-
terrorism drills

Truck splits in
half on impact
with pole

PROVINCIAL police arrested
a 28-year-old man on August
24, after a raid of his home
turned up 1.3 kilograms of
marijuana.

Police received a tip from an
informant that Nopparut
Tongserikun was selling mari-
juana out of his Wichit house.

Provincial police reportedly
sent in undercover officers to
wait for Mr Nopparut outside
the house, who then frisked him
and found him carrying drugs,
before raiding the house.

Mr Nopparut reportedly
confessed to police that the
marijuana belonged to him
and that he bought it from a
dealer in Bangkok through
Facebook. After paying the
dealer, known by the alias ‘Mr
Ann’, he received the mari-
juana via post.

Police reported that Mr
Nopparut confessed to smok-
ing marijuana, as well as
selling it to customers in the
area.

Police told the Gazette they
are following up leads in order
to arrest Mr Ann.

– Winai Sarot

Phone thief
caught selling
stolen wares
POLICE arrested a Burmese
national at Central Festival
shopping mall on the afternoon
of August 26, after he at-
tempted to sell phones he had

stolen from a shop in Karon to
undercover police officers.

Police cornered Moe Win
Ko, 21, at the mall after track-
ing him down using CCTV
footage that had captured him
stealing 13 mobile devices
from the Olay Phone store on
Patak Road.

Mr Moe reportedly visited
the Olay Phone store, taking
with him a broken phone to be
fixed, but returned to the shop
and broke in, stealing 13 mo-
bile phones with a total value
of 200,000 baht.

He also stole about 50,000
baht in cash from the store, po-
lice reported.

Phuket provincial police
said Mr Moe had confessed to
stealing the phones and cash.

Mr Moe has been charged
with breaking and entering and
theft at night, which carries a
maximum prison sentence of
three years and a fine of up to
6,000 baht, or both.

– Winai Sarot

POLICE are looking for an
unknown assailant who shot
dead a man in a Krabi palm
plantation on August 24.

“At the scene, we found the
body of 39-year-old Jaran
Petchseewong lying face up in
a pool of blood, with a bullet

wound to the chest and a bird
cage in his hand,” said Capt
Popat Wongdet of Krabi City
Police. A bullet casing lay near
Mr Jaran’s body, which the po-
lice kept as evidence.

Locals told Capt Popat that
Mr Jaran had gone into the for-
est to catch birds, and had
parked his motorbike inside the
palm plantation.

Police said the shooter may
have been waiting for him in-
side the plantation and shot him
when he arrived.

– Kritsada Mueanhawong

NAVIES from the United
States, Singapore, Indonesia,
Brunei, the Philippines, Cam-
bodia, Bangladesh and Malay-
sia concluded their annual
counter-terrorism conference
and exercises on August 27, af-
ter spending two weeks at the
Royal Thai Navy’s base in
Cape Panwa.

The drills are part of the an-
nual Southeast Asia Coopera-
tion Against Terrorism 2016
(SEACAT16), which aims to
boost participating countries’
efficiency at combating terror-
ism.

– Kongleaphy Keam

FLASH flooding brought traf-
fic to a standstill across the is-
land on the morning of August
25, after hours of heavy rains
continued to pour down across
the island as the morning rush
hour began.

Traffic ground to a halt
along several stretches of Chao
Fah West Road, the Bypass
Road and several spots along
Thepkrasattri Road, causing
major tailbacks. A few stretches
of the roads near British Inter-
national School were also
affected, with several cars re-
portedly broken down along
the way.

The Department of Disaster
Prevention and Mitigation
Phuket office issued a weather
warning to residents about flash
floods and possible landslides.

Earlier this month, Chalong
Mayor Samran Jindaphol told
the Gazette that they were ‘100
per cent’ prepared for this
year’s floods.

–Chutharat Plerin

POLICE charged a woman
with reckless driving and dam-
age to public property after she
lost control of the truck she was
trying to drive and slammed
into a power pole on August 28.

The driver, Pavalee Kham-
leang, 27, and her Indonesian
passenger were injured in the
accident. Ms Pavalee sustained
injuries to her neck and back.
The passenger, Tranggielia
Parengkuan, 44, injured his arm.

The crash occurred in the
southbound lanes of Thep-
krasattri Road in Mai Khao.
The truck, a bronze Mazda, was
almost completely severed in
half by the collision.

Police reported Ms Pavalee
told them she was heading to
Phuket from Krabi when she
lost control on a bend in the
road due to slick road condi-
tions following rain.

Shortly before Ms Pavalee’s
accident, local villagers re-
ported that an 18-wheel truck
had lost control at nearby Baan
Suan Mapraew, causing a traf-
fic jam.

– Winai Sarot
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Looking for a place to stay?
See more classified ads at www.phuketgazette.net

False headline causes panic,
headaches for Phuket police

Police patrol Phuket airport as part of the heightened security after the bombings. Photo: AoT

Fires linked to bombings
POLICE in Ao Nang recovered
two devices on August 24 that
they suspect were part of the in-
cendiary bombs used to set fire
to a souvenir shop in the tour-
ist destination on August 12.

Forensic Police Region 8
Colonel Surapol Jaisan said
Explosive Ordinance Disposal
(EOD) personnel assisted in
examining the wreckage of the
Ao Nang shop for evidence
linking the August 12 fire to a
series of bombings across
southern Thailand on Mother’s
Day.

Col Surapol said the EOD
team investigated the scene for
about five hours before discov-
ering the two badly-burned
suspicious objects in the shop’s
pant and shirt section. The de-
vices include the circuit board
of a mobile phone, a battery,
wires and metal fragments.
Devices used in the attacks that
left four dead and injured over
30 across Thailand’s south ear-

Man found
hanging at
Kosit Temple

PROVINCIAL police sought
to reassure residents of their
safety after a popular Thai-lan-
guage newspaper claimed that
there were more than 30 bombs
placed across the province on
August 23.

The front-page claim caused
public panic as police
scrambled to check possible
bomb drops in hot spots around
Phuket.

Phuket Provincial Police
Commander Teerapol Thip-
jaroen confirmed with the
Gazette on the morning of Au-
gust 25 that there were no
additional reports of bombs
being found anywhere on the
island.

Maj Gen Teerapol also en-
couraged the island’s residents to
report any suspicious activity.

“After the news was pub-
lished, we thoroughly inspected
and x-rayed potential target ar-
eas, but found no additional
devices or explosives,” said Gen
Teerapol.

 “However, we do not ignore
the potential for this kind of
situation to get out of hand and
we will continue to closely
monitor public areas. We will
do our best to keep Phuket se-
cured, and we urge the public
not to panic.”

The misleading headline
came just days after police and
public security officials at-
tempted to reassure tourists and
tourism businesses that
Thailand’s south is safe, after
more than a dozen bombs
rattled the region over the Au-
gust 12 Mother’s Day
weekend.

On August 19, Royal Thai
Police announced increased
security measures for Phuket,
including increased police and
military presence in popular
public areas and tourism hot-
spots.

Gen Teerapol said Phuket’s
provincial police will continue
to follow up on reported suspi-

cious activity and tips from citi-
zens.

“We have been working with
citizens so far, and we hope we
can keep working together in
order to continue to keep
Phuket safe.”

There has been no action
taken against the newspaper.

– Kritsada Mueanhawong

lier this month reportedly uti-
lized mobile phones as
explosive controllers.

“The stall owner, whose
name is being withheld, said
that on August 10, a pair of men
wearing jackets, sunglasses and
surgical masks entered the
shop,” Col Surapol said. “They
pretended to be shopping for
clothes for an hour before leav-
ing the shop.”

Police reported that evi-

dence suggests that the first in-
cendiary device set fire to the
pants section. However, a sec-
ond device in a shirts section
of the store did not appear to
have detonated, but was dam-
aged in the resulting fire.

Col Surapol said police are
continuing to investigate the
crime scene and are examining
local CCTV footage for the two
suspects.

– Kritsada Mueanhawong

Devices similar in construction to the Mother’s Day bombs were found
in the wreckage of the Ao Nang store. Photo: Gazette file

A 53-YEAR-old Thai man was
found hanged by his neck from
a concrete pillar in a Phuket
Town temple on August 28.

Lt Surachart Tongyai of
Phuket City Police received
word that a body, later identi-
fied as Charan Nakhanat,  was
found at about 4:30pm and ac-
companied Kusoldharm
Rescue workers to the scene.

“We found the body of Mr
Charan at Kosit Temple, sitting
with his back against a pillar,
to which he was hanging from
a length of cloth wrapped
around his neck,” said Lt
Surachart. “There was also a
bottle of alcohol lying nearby.”

Police estimated Mr Charan
had been dead an hour before
they arrived. His belongings
were reportedly untouched.

“According to his friends
and relatives, Mr Charan was
having financial trouble and
was under a large amount of
stress,” Lt Surachart said. “He
had temporarily pawned off his
pick-up truck to a friend, but
wasn’t able to retrieve it due to
a lack of money.”

Mr Charan’s body was taken
to Vachira Phuket Hospital.

“He was known to drink al-
cohol and was said to be under
a lot more stress than usual in
the past few days.”

– Winai Sarot
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Dealer pulls grenade on police
AN ALLEGED Krabi drug
dealer was shot dead on the
night of August 26, after a po-
lice task force cornered him
and he attempted to throw a
grenade at the officers, police
said.

The suspect, who was the
target of a joint task force raid
in Krabi Town, is named as
Chanchaiyuth Krainara, 29.
Police are reporting that Mr
Chanchaiyuth was a “big-time
drug dealer’ in Krabi and Surat
Thani provinces.

“Task force personnel as-
sembled in front of the
Panumas Apartments on
Ruamjaichon Road in Krabi
municipality around 9:30pm,”
said Krabi Provincial Police
Deputy Commander Boon-
tawee Toraksa.

“However, before officers
engaged the suspect, we re-
ceived a tip that he had a hand
grenade or an explosive of
some kind, so we closed the
road to avoid endangering any-
one else.”

Undercover officers posing
as potential buyers attempted to
surround and capture Mr
Chanchaiyuth, who managed to
escape and tried to break
through the police blockade in
a pick-up truck.

“In order to stop him, we
shot his tyres multiple times,”
Colonel Boontawee said. “But,
he didn’t stop, and drove back-
ward and then forward again
before crashing into the barri-

cade of police trucks.”
Mr Chanchaiyuth rolled

down his window and threat-
ened officers with an M67
fragmentation grenade, the po-
lice claim.

“He then got out of the truck
and pulled the pin on the gre-
nade and attempted to throw it
at our officers,” Col Boontawee
said. “But our officers shot him
before he could throw it. Luck-
ily the device appears to have

been a dud.”
Explosive Ordinance Dis-

posal personnel reportedly
spent an hour defusing the de-
vice.

Forensic officials and doc-
tors at Krabi Hospital collected
evidence from the scene and
reported that Mr Chanchaiyuth
sustained three bullet wounds
to the head.

“On his person, we found
3,000 baht, Ya Ice (crystal
meth) and Ya Bah (amphet-
amines), as well as a 9mm
pistol,” Col Boontawee said.
“Inside his truck, investigators
found 11 bags of Ya Bah, con-
taining approximately 200 pills
each, as well as a bag of Ya
Ice.”

Investigators reportedly re-
covered at least 30 bullet
casings from the scene.

Two women who were in the
truck with the suspect were
taken to the Border Patrol Po-
lice office for further
questioning.

– Winai Sarot

Police shot dead Mr Chanchaiyuth when he allegedly motioned to throw
the grenade at their blockade. Photo: Winai Sarot

Foreign suspects
paraded for media
SEVEN foreign suspects were
rounded up on charges of rape,
tax fraud, smuggling and de-
faulting on debts in Phuket,
Pattaya, Songkhla and
Bangkok, before being paraded
for the media at the Immigra-
tion Bureau in Bangkok on Au-
gust 28.

Three of the suspects were
Chinese nationals. They were
accused by the Chinese govern-
ment of committing tax fraud
worth about 1 billion baht and
smuggling of illicit substances.
They had escaped prosecution
by entering Thailand on tourist
visas and were arrested at
Phuket International Airport.

Smolnikov Vasillii, 42, the
Russian owner of a construction
company, was nabbed the same
day in Songkhla province’s
Sadao District after arriving in
Thailand on January 3, 2013.

He was wanted by Interpol
for allegedly faking documents
concerning a construction
project for the Russian govern-
ment and bribing officials there.

German national Markus
Andre, 56, was captured in
Pattaya after allegedly fleeing
his country and entering Thai-
land on December 29, 2014.
There was an arrest warrant out
for him for allegedly defaulting

on debts.
Frenchman Patrice Giuliana,

58, was sentenced by a French
court to 15 years in jail for rap-
ing his daughter, born to his
ex-wife, in 2012. He allegedly
fled prosecution to Thailand on
September 7, 2012 and was
detained in the Chana
Songkram subdistrict of
Bangkok.

Paul Strubin, 67, a Swiss
man wanted for fraud and em-
bezzlement, entered Thailand
on October 3, 2013. He was
arrested in Pattaya after over-
staying his visa by 960 days.

– The Nation

The alleged criminals were
presented to Bangkok media.
Photo: The Nation

FRUIT vendors in Phuket
Town are fed up with fruit from
their stalls being stolen over-
night and the lack of progress
in apprehending the culprits.

Phuket City Police Lt Col
Naruebadin Pangleesen said
officers were working on the
case and that the suspects were
known to police.

Prapawarin Khamdam, a
stall holder in downtown, said
thieves had stolen nearly 100
kilograms of durian from her
stall.

“It’s happened many times,”
Ms Prapawarin said. “We’ve
filed a complaint, but police
cannot catch the suspects, even
though we’ve shown them
CCTV footage that clearly
shows their faces and their
bikes.”

Ms Prapawarin said she’s
lost thousands of baht as a re-
sult of the thievery.

– Kritsada Mueanhawong

Fruit vendors
fed up with
thieving teens
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ATM scammers fly away with millions
From Page 1

…for the GSB, but tells police officers that the suspects are ex-
perts in this kind of cyber-security scam.”

Gen Panya revealed their primary suspect as Mr Shambasov
on August 29. According to police, Mr Shambasov was spotted
repeatedly wearing a “Detroit City” t-shirt that caught police at-
tention after reviewing ATM and CCTV footage. Mr Shambasov
reportedly flew to Thailand on July 14 from China, and departed
on August 1, bound for Moscow. Police believe that he alone
made 13 withdrawals, totaling more than 3 million baht in Phuket,
Bangkok and Phetchaburi province. At press time it was unclear
if Mr Shambasov had perpetrated similar crimes in China.

“The suspects used three vehicles to perpetrate their scams: a
white Toyota Fortuner, a white Toyota Vios and a white Honda
Civic,” Gen Panya said.

“They must have thoroughly checked the GSB system before
carrying out the exploits,” Gen Panya said. “We believe the group
in Phang Nga comprised the leadership of this gang, as they were
the first ones carrying out these attacks.”

In response to the massive breach in ATM security, the GSB
has reported that its ATM vendor, NCR Ltd, has developed a
program that may protect ATMs from the kind of malware that
affected the GSB cash machines last month.

GSB CEO Chatchai Payuhanaveechai said that “NCR was
ready to deliver the software.”

Mr Chatchai added that NCR Ltd had 60 teams ready to in-
stall the software at GSB ATMs nationwide, at a supposed rate
of 200 ATMs per day. He said that the GSB planned for all ATMs
infected with malware, would be able to resume operations by
October.

The GSB recently shut down more than 3,000 ATMs in six
provinces, after many were found to have been infected with
malware, while the bank sought technical help from NCR.

Police believe Mr Shambasov and his colleagues’ scam began
in Phang Nga province in March, where the group allegedly ripped
off an estimated 4.5 million baht from ATMs, before making their
way to Phuket in July. Police are also investigating by what means
Mr Shambasov managed to take the scammed cash out of Thai-
land.

Gen Panya said the Central Investigation Bureau – which in-
cludes the Technology Crime Suppression Division, Immigration
Police and Phuket Tourist Police– as well as Region 8 Police and
Phuket Provincial Police, are working together and making
progress on bringing in the suspects.

Immigration police are reportedly checking the movements of
Eastern European men entering and exiting Thailand during June
and July, as part of nationwide hunt for the criminal suspects.

“This crime took place because of foreigners and, as far as we
can tell, the perpetrators are Russian,” Gen Panya said. “So, if
anyone sees anyone who looks Russian or Eastern European doing
anything suspicious at ATMs, please let police know as soon as
possible. Such as using ATM late at night, when there’s no one
else around, if they insert their card without pressing in a PIN
code, or if they take a long time and withdraw a lot of cash.”

A police-sourced timeline of the gang’s ATM exploits
July 14: Arrives at Phuket In-
ternational Airport at 00:40.

July 15: First ATM exploited
via malware card in front of the
Phuket Land Transportation
Office  (PLTO) in Phuket
Town.

Within one minute Mr
Shambasov makes off with
280,000 baht in cash.

July 16: Between 20:44-
20:46, Mr Shambasov makes
off  with 80,000 baht from an
ATM outside the Saiyuan
Clinic.

July 17- July 18: Departs
Phuket International at 22:55.
Arrives at Don Muang airport
at 00:15.

July 21: Withdraws 1.16 mil-
lion baht from 05:50 to 05:57
from ATMs in Baan Kanon-
thawan, Phetchaburi province.

July 25: Mr Shambasov
rents a white Toyota Fortuner
at 13:30 from P&D Tour in
Saiyuan, Phuket.

Police later pick up the
renter’s copy of his passport.

July 26: Withdraws 80,000
baht from GSB ATM outside
Saiyuan Clinic, at 23:27.

July 27: Withdraws 120,000
baht from Ruanporn Phar-
macy from 14:53- 14:54pm.

Withdraws 280,000 baht
from ATM outside PLTO
again, from  16:03 to 16:04.

Withdraws 240,000 baht
from J&P Supermarket from
23:16 to 23:20.

Withdraws 120,000 baht
from Ruanporn Pharmacy
from 23:29 to 23:36.

July 28: Hits ATM outside of
PLTO again, from 00:18-
00:20, making off  with

280,000 baht.
Withdraws 80,000 baht

from Saiyuan Clinic at 01:04.
Returns Toyota Fortuner at

18:30 at P&D Tour.
Departs Phuket airport at

21:35 to Don Muang via Thai
Smile Airlines.

July 29: Reported ATM
scam in Bangkok at the Fam-
ily Mart in Sukhumvit, makes
off with made off 240,000
baht between 03:41 and
03:43.

Withdraws 120,000 baht
from nearby 7-Eleven be-
tween 03:56 and 03:59.

July 31: Withdraws 240,000
baht from the Family Mart ATM,
again in Sukhumvit, Bangkok
between 02:16 and 02:18.

August 1: Departs Suvarn-
nabhumi Airport at 10 for
Moscow via Aeroflot.
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Two people were killed and
two more seriously injured in a
mid-morning car crash in
Krabi.

— Kritsada Mueanhawon

Thailand on Zika ‘Red Alert’

The increase in Thailand’s Zika cases has warranted an upgraded status from the ECDC. Image: The Nation.

Land official found hanged in DSI cell

THE number of detected Zika
infections in Thailand has
jumped significantly this year.

Between 2012 and 2015, an
average of just five people were
recorded as infected with the
Zika virus each year. In the first
six months of this year, at least
97 people in Thailand have been
diagnosed with the disease.

New infections were re-
ported in Chiang Mai,
Chanthaburi, Phetchabun and
Bung Kan provinces.

Disease Control Department
chief Dr Amnuay Gajeena, in a
statement on August 29, sought
to allay concerns about the Zika
threat in the country.

“We have implemented the
strictest measures in controlling
the spread of the Zika virus,”
he said.

Dr Amnuay added that Thai-
land had not seen the prolonged
spread of the disease in any af-
fected area and the number of
patients was not overwhelming.

Dr Amnuay’s comments
come after a report from the Eu-
ropean Center for Disease
Prevention and Control

(ECDC) described Thailand as
a “red alert” country with in-
creasing and widespread Zika
virus transmissions.

Dr Amnuay during the meet-
ing said more Zika cases might
have been detected because a
better monitoring and diagnos-
tic system had been established.

“Today, we can identify the
Zika virus in local labs. We
don’t have to submit samples
to foreign labs for test results
anymore,” he said.

He urged agencies from all
sectors to support the Public
Health Ministry’s efforts to
combat the virus.

“As soon as a Zika case is
detected, we have to set up an
emergency operations center to
control the spread at both the
provincial and district levels,”
he said.

While the Zika virus usually
causes a mild fever, skin rash,
conjunctivitis, muscle and joint
pain, malaise, or a headache, it
can be fatal in rarer and more
severe cases.

Experts have also linked the
virus to birth defects in new-

borns and fetuses.
“Pregnant women must seek

prenatal care,” Dr Amnuay
said. “If they develop any sus-
picious symptoms, they must
immediately tell doctors.”

He said authorities had been
monitoring 20 pregnant women
in areas where Zika virus cases
had been reported. Six have
reportedly already given birth
to healthy babies.

 Dr Amnuay added that au-

thorities were also looking into
microcephaly cases in Thailand
to determine if there were links
to Zika infections.

Government efforts are
pushing for the eradication of
the breeding grounds of the
Aedes aegypti mosquito, which
is the vector of the virus.

“Because of mosquitoes, it’s
quite hard to eradicate Zika vi-
rus once and for all,” Chiang
Mai’s public health chief Dr

Paisal Thanyawinichkul said.
He said Chiang Mai prov-

ince had detected its seventh
patient in San Kamphaeng dis-
trict – the same area where two
cases were identified in June.

Chanthaburi Governor
Viturach Srinam said eight
people came down with Zika
infections in the province this
year but they had fully recov-
ered already.

– The Nation

A FORMER land department
official under investigation in
Phuket land-title cases allegedly
committed suicide while in of-
ficial custody on August 30.

Tawatchai Anukul, who was
under investigation for illegal
registration of land titles for
about 1,000 plots in Phuket and
Phang Nga, allegedly took his
own life on August 30.

Custody officials said the
suspect was found to have
hanged himself just hours
before he was due to appear in
the Criminal Court.

Department of Special In-
vestigation (DSI) officials said
Mr Tawatchai, a former official
of the Phang Nga Provincial
Land Department, had hanged
himself by attaching a sock to
his detention room door early
in the morning – a day after he
was arrested for wrongfully
exercising his duties as an of-
ficial of the Provincial Land
Department.

DSI director-general Col
Paisit Wongmuang said Mr
Tawatchai reportedly killed
himself due to anxiety and
stress after being arrested in
Nonthaburi on August 29.

“I believe the suspect com-
mitted suicide because he faced
a DSI arrest warrant and was

also being sued in many cases
related to offences on illegal
land-title registration,” Col
Paisit said.

He added that apart from the
DSI case, Mr Tawatchai was
also being investigated by the
Anti-Money Laundering Office
over his property, as well as in
a National Anti-Corruption
Commission (NACC) probe
over corruption.

The DSI chief said that Mr
Tawatchai was allegedly in-
volved in the illegal land-title
registration of more than 1,000
plots of public land in Phuket
and Phang Nga provinces and
that his crime had cost the
country more than 10.5 billion
baht.

DSI deputy director-general
Col Songsak Raksaksakul said
Mr Tawatchai was arrested on
August 29 in Nonthaburi after
an arrest warrant was issued in
June. He was detained at DSI’s
headquarters for one night be-
fore being sent to Criminal
Court for further sentencing on
August 30.

However, Col Songsak said
that after interrogation on the
afternoon of the 29th, Mr
Tawatchai showed signs of
stress and ate very little, so of-
ficers let him rest in his

detention room.
“Then, when an officer went

to Mr Tawatchai’s detention
room around 2am, he saw that
the suspect had hanged himself
from the cell door using his
sock,” Col Songsak said. The
officer said he broke into the
cell and had the suspect sent to
Mongkut Wattana Hospital, but
Mr Tawatchai died around
4:45am.

“I insist that the DSI has
proper detention standards and
we would like to express our
deep condolences to the
suspect’s family,” Col Songsak
said.

“The DSI will set up a com-
mittee to investigate this tragic
incident to see if it was because
of negligence on the officers’
part,” he added.

Col Paisit said that a post-
mortem would be conducted
because Mr Tawatchai had died
in custody. Then his body
would be returned to his fam-
ily for funeral rites.

“The criminal offences
against him are now nullified
because he is already dead,
though investigation on money
laundering related to his prop-
erty will continue,” Col Paisit
said.

Lt-Col Prawut Wongseenin,

DSI Consumer Protection and
Environment Crime Bureau
director, stated that Mr
Tawatchai’s death would not
affect the illegal land-title reg-
istration case as the investi-
gation was complete and the
DSI had solid evidence against
all the defendants.

“The DSI has two special
cases involving this suspect,
Col Prawut told the press.

“These two cases involve il-
legal land-title registration in

Phuket’s Thalang district and
prosecution moves are being
made on three companies and
three officers, one of whom
was Mr Tawatchai.”

According to the DSI, the
suspect was being investi-
gated on 12 cases by the
NACC in relation to the ille-
gal land-registration of 22
sites. He also faced a 12-year
jail term issued by the Surat
Thani provincial court.

– The Nation

A DSI official motions to the door from the hinge of which Mr Tawatchai
allegedly hanged himself. Photo: The Nation
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Second Pattani
bombing victim
succumbs

Health checks
after illegal
dumps found

Earthquake hits
Myanmar,
tremors felt in
Thailand
AN EARTHQUAKE hit
Myanmar and nearby countries
on August 24, causing panic in
numerous areas.

The US Geological Survey
said the quake struck just after
5:30pm and was 6.8 on the
richter scale. The earthquake
was felt widely across the re-
gion with people in Chiang Mai
and as far as Bangkok feeling
the tremor. Office buildings in
Bangkok shook for a few sec-
onds, residents said.

The earthquake was also felt
in Bangladesh, India, Laos and
China, residents said. There
were no immediate reports of
casualties or damage.

FOLLOWING a complaint by
Chonburi residents that some 50
chemical drums labelled “Sty-
rene Monomer” were dumped
into a sand pit near a water source
in Tambon Ban Pong in Bang
Lamung District and a strong
smelly substance leaked out, a
doctor said on August 27 that the
substance could be harmful to
people’s health.

The Disease Control Depart-
ment (DCD)’s Bureau of
Occupational and Environmen-
tal Diseases director Dr Preecha
Prempree said officials were
dispatched to check how much
of the substance had leaked out.

Another team of officials
was set to do a check on nearby
residents for health impacts af-
ter a perimeter was set, he said.

Dr Preecha said styrene
monomer was an organic com-
pound used in industries to
manufacture car parts,
styrofoam and plastic.

If people inhaled a large
amount, they could develop
respiratory problems, have a
seizure or even die.

ON AUGUST 25, social media
was inundated with disaster
scenarios after torrential rains
hit Bangkok overnight.

Among the most shared pho-
tos on social media were those
that showed students rowing a
boat to school, while others
wearing swimming suits pre-
tended to dive into floodwaters.

Those photos, taken at
Rajvinit Bangkaew School,
were among many depictions of
flooding throughout Bangkok
that featured prominently on
social media, with the terrible
traffic also a common theme.

Soon after the deluge, social
media outlets were swamped by
the news that Prime Minister
Gen Prayuth Chan-o-cha, as
chief of the National Council for
Peace and Order, had invoked his
powers under the post-coup in-
terim charter’s Article 44 to
suspend Bangkok Governor MR
Sukhumbhand Paribatra from
duty effective immediately.

The governor was at Hong
Kong International Airport
waiting for a flight to South
Korea when news broke about
Gen Prayuth’s order, according
to a BMA source.

Many media outlets outlined
the ‘failures’ during
Sukhumbhand’s time as
Bangkok’s governor, drawing
comments from across the
spectrum of Thai social media.

Floods in BKK
lead to social
media outcry

A SECOND victim has died of
injuries suffered in the August
23 car bombing in Pattani’s
Muang district, a spokesman for
the Internal Security Operations
Command said on August 26.

Minimart owner Khonsan
Kudedakeng, 64, died on Au-
gust 25 and his body was
collected by relatives for an Is-
lamic burial ceremony in Nong
Chik district, the source said.

Previously, the center pro-
vided about 700,000 baht to aid
the families of the dead and in-
jured. He said 68 people were
affected and damages were es-
timated at 30 million baht.

The car bomb attack at the
Southern View Pattani Hotel
took place only 10 days after a
spate of bomb and arson attacks
in Prachuap Khiri Khan and six
upper southern provinces, which
killed four and injured more than
30 others, including foreigners.
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Do you have an opinion to voice?
Email Editor@PhuketGazette.net

Well done to Thai
Olympians

Re: Thai Olympic medalists
parade for the people, Aug 26

Congratulations to the ath-
letes. The country must be so
proud of you all.

Bill Proud
Facebook

Courts too soft on
juvenile delinquents

Re: Rise in Phuket’s troubled
teens, Aug 29

We have the same problem
with youths in Australia. The
courts are too soft on them and
yes, a lot of them come from
broken homes and mix with
older boys so come under peer
pressure. They try to be big
men, so treat them likewise.

Bazza
Gazette forum

Time to get rid of the scum

Phuket buses need
exhaust brakes

Re: Bus driver flees after Chi-
nese tourists injured in crash,
Aug 23

I used to drive semi trailers,
public carrying buses and other
trucks in Australia profession-
ally. There is one thing I noticed
in Thailand and that is that it
seems no trucks or buses here

Re: Foreign suspects cel-
ebrated for rape, theft, debt
default and smuggling, Aug 29

Get rid of this scum! They
bring us foreigners a bad name
in Thailand. We foreigners who
live here legally, respect the law
and live decent lives get tainted
by people like this.

Michael Crowhurst
Facebook

Investigation needs
to go on regardless

Re: Man in debt found hanged
at temple, Aug 29

Apart from determining if
there has been foul play, and
ending the case there and then
in the event that there was not,
how about the police investi-
gating who he owed money to,
and why he owed that money?

And what sort of pressure
was he under? Pay or die pres-
sure? Pay or your family gets
hurt kind of pressure? No foul
play should not mean an end of
the investigation.

Geoff
Gazette forum

Security boost

Better to relocate
some departments

Re: Public outcry sends
Vachira wing back to the draw-
ing board, Aug 27

The current site of the hospi-
tal is not user-friendly and the
lack of parking causes huge in-
convenience for the patients,
emergency vehicles and visitors.

Why not split the hospital and

Sino style buildings
a breath of fresh air

Re: Supicha targets locals with
Sino style, Aug 29

A great move forward for
Phuket with an architect that
thinks and embraces design in
keeping with the traditional
street scene. A breath of fresh
air from the usual cheap trash
designs you see. Phuket needs
more architects like this and
more developers that encour-
age and engage them.

Ian Rance
Facebook

have what I call exhaust brakes.
This is a lever on the steering
column where you engage the
engine brake which uses the
compression of the diesel en-
gine to slow the vehicle down.

In Australia, there are zones
where it cannot be used –
which are residential. Here
there seem to be absolutely no
noise pollution laws and I find
it strange they haven’t got
them. They save the need to
over use the regular brakes.
Excellent for downhill.

Lizardofoz
Gazette forum

construct certain departments on
the huge tract of land next to
Tesco Lotus on the bypass road?
It would be a far more accessible
location and take the strain off
current resources.

Mister Ree
Gazette forum

THE recent hacking of Government Savings Bank automatic
teller machines (ATMs) nationwide raises a host of troubling
questions. These relate not only to identities and whereabouts
of the thieves, but also to the general state of security for
ATM users in Thailand, the repeated failure of immigration
police to keep known foreign criminals from our shores, as
well as the clique’s selection of Phuket as a base from which
to operate.

Thai banking has certainly come a long way since ATM
machines were first introduced here in the mid-80s. Older
readers might remember just what a hassle banking was in
the pre-ATM period. There were relatively few bank
branches, and those that did exist were typically large and
overrun with customers, all of whom had to place transac-
tion slips into a large plastic box and wait for their name to
be called.

Also sadly absent at most banks at the time was any queu-
ing system, electronic or manual, with which to ensure that
the ‘first-come, first served’ service policy, that is now in ef-
fect at every bank, could be carried out. It was a good time to
know the teller at your local bank.

Despite advances in electronic banking technology, hack-
ers have always lurked on the fringes, ready to take advantage
of security breaches.

It is, of course, easy to fall into a false sense of security
after making hundreds of painless ATM transactions, but the
Phuket Gazette encourages readers to observe all basic secu-
rity protocols, especially as Phuket has an established and
growing reputation for ATM fraud, with foreign residents
and tourists often falling victim.

As for the ongoing investigation into the culprits behind
this latest ATM scam, the fact that they have successfully ex-
ited the country with so much cash does not bode well for the
prospects of their arrest. They are probably now on some
faraway beach sipping Mai Tais and chuckling under their
breath as they read this.

The Phuket Gazette hopes the police can do a better job at
liaising with international crime-fighting agencies to arrest
and extradite such thieves so they can be brought to justice.

At a minimum we hope they will direct more resources to
keeping known international criminals off Thai soil, and fewer
resources to creating ever more paperwork for long-time, law-
abiding foreign residents.
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Words from the Wise

“In dwelling, live close to the ground. In
thinking, keep to the simple. In conflict, be
fair and generous. In governing, don’t try
to control. In work, do what you enjoy. In
family life, be completely present.”

        – Lao Tzu

Independent shops and vendors touting their services is a common
sight in Phuket and all over Thailand. Photo: Takeaway

Do you have an opinion to voice?
Email Editor@PhuketGazette.net

By Nick Davies

Killing the community

Easing migrant registration

When will Koh Kaew construction end?

Pitool Dumsakorn, 54, is the
current chief of the Phuket
Employment Office. Originally
from Phatthalung, he has a
master ’s degree in Public
Administration from the Prince
of Songkla University in Hat
Yai. He has taken up this
position in order to manage
unemployment on the island.

     Here he talks about how employment laws must
not only be strictly applied, but also be practical and
applicable in real life.

“So my idea of neurotic is spending too much
time trying to correct a wrong. When I feel
that I'm doing that, then I snap out of it.”

– Gene Wilder

UNEMPLOYMENT in Thai-
land is practically zero. The of-
ficial unemployment rate is
around the one per cent mark.
Compare that to somewhere like
the UK, where unemployment
figures over the past decade
have fluctuated wildly between
12 and seven per cent, and one
has to ask why a developed na-
tion has an unemployment prob-
lem with millions dependent on
government handouts.

One immediately striking dif-
ference compared to Phuket
when walking down any British
high street is the distinct lack of
independent vendors touting
their services and wares. It
doesn’t matter where that high
street is in the British Isles, you
are sure to find the same run-of-
the-mill high street chain stores
monopolizing the town with per-
haps a local butcher or baker
squeezed in between them.

In fact, on my last visit
home to what was once a vi-
brant market town in the UK,
I was shocked and saddened to
see rows of boarded up shops
in a deserted town center that
used to be a hive of activity.

The health food shop, tailor,
shoe shop, barber, grocer and
other homegrown businesses all
packed up long ago. They fell
victim to the convenience of-
fered by large out-of-town
superstores. With loss-leader
pricing of everyday produce, in-
store bakeries, plenty of parking
and cheap petrol at their pumps,
the retail Goliaths essentially
killed off the local community.

The only survivors in the old
market town were pubs that had
turned into classy restaurants,
nail and hair care studios, a ri-
diculously high-priced sandwich
shop and, of course, the banks.

One shop I was happy to see
still going was a small family-
run grocers that has shelves
filled with tinned fruit and things
just not found in superstores.

Mind you, the British public
seem to be quite happy to be pre-
occupied with which of the 16
supermarket giant offers the best
deals. Many forget though, that
less than a generation ago, there
were 96 brands of British super-
market. Some just went out of
business, but most were gobbled
up by those 16 giant chains, so
while shoppers believe they are
being offered a wide variety of
choice, they are all stocking their
fridges with similar brands.

Sadly though, they are no
longer supporting their own com-
munity and missing out on being
part of the community as well.

EARLIER in August, a crowd
of more than a hundred local
employers of migrant workers
gathered at Phuket Provincial
Hall to protest difficulties in
registering workers under their
employ. The employers de-
manded to skip official pro-
cesses on location-based work-
ing restrictions.

Our office is following the
policy of the Ministry of La-
bor and its laws. However, we
still receive complaints some-
times. We cannot just close our
eyes and follow the law with-
out listening to the voice of the
people about what troubles
they are facing.

One example is that now the
Employment Office is avail-
able seven days a week in
order to make sure there will
always be an official present in
case employers need to work
in a different place than they
are registered. We normally
work five days a week like
other normal government of-
fices, with some officials
working in shifts. Now I make
sure that the official present
during off time is also autho-
rized to sign off on emergency
applications.

The ministry is trying to sort
out problems as best they can.
We are aware that most of the
migrants workers first move
here illegally. Some of them do
not even have identification
documents. In the meantime,
employers are facing labor
shortage problems because
Thai people are not really will-
ing to work as laborers
anymore. However, if employ-
ers hire illegal workers, they
risk facing charges for that.
That is the main dilemma they

are facing.
Hiring illegal workers is a

breach of both immigration
and labor laws. The govern-
ment has tried to resolve this
by opening up a one-stop ser-
vice for employers to legally
hire labor and improve the
quality of life for these people.
We have a registration process
so they can live and work le-
gally for a period of one or two
years (depending on the
cabinet’s resolution) before
deportation.

I would like to say that we
are really trying our best. We
cannot just work to please
some people. We aim to ser-
vice everyone equally and
have our rules to follow. If that
is not enough, we look for al-

ternative solutions. We are do-
ing our part and trying to fix
problems, but employers
should be equally strict in fol-
lowing the laws as well. We
have started an extra queue for
them, so they must be prepared
to spare a little extra time for
official processing as well.

If you want to make every-
thing legal, you must register
100 per cent of your employ-
ees. Even if a single employee
is found to be working ille-
gally, authorities have every
right to arrest the worker and
press charges against employ-
ers.

I stand by my word that we
can be flexible with the appli-
cation of the law, but we cannot
go so far as to break it.

Hundreds of migrant workers stand in line to register at Phuket
Provincial Employment Office. Photo: Phuket PR

I WANT to know what hap-
pened to the construction of the
wall behind Isuzu in Koh Kaew.
Last thing I saw was construc-
tion workers putting up a pil-
lar. Now they have stopped
working, while their backhoe is
still parked there, making the
road narrow and dangerous to
pass through.

Could you please update us
on the progress of the construc-
tion work there?

Susan Daley
Koh Kaew

Muang District Chief Ad-
ministrative Officer (Palad)
Choochip Bamroong re-
plied:

The reason that the construc-
tion company has stopped
working is that they made a
mistake in putting up the pillars.
At the moment, they are chalk-
ing up new plans.

I will push them to hurry up
the work and clear out the road
to make it safer.

The construction work was
expected to be finished by
next month, but I don’t think
the company can finish it on
time, so they will have to face
a fine.
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Vendors cash in on gaming trend

Crowds of local players flock to the Rang Hill viewpoint to catch the little monsters. Photo: Kongleaphy Keam

Prompt Pay is intended to ease online transactions. Photo: Public Domain

`

New payment method aims to ease online transactions
A NEW payment method de-
signed to ease bank transfers,
backed by the central bank of
Thailand, was announced at a
press conference held in Phuket
on August 5.

Saowapa Limsila, chief of
Phuket Provincial Office of
comptroller general, and
Jongrak Angtanya, vice presi-
dent of Phuket Bank Club,
jointly chaired the meeting held
at Phuket Provincial Hall.

Prompt Pay is a new method
of conducting transactions that
allows users to transfer their
money between accounts with-
out having to input their bank
account number. This reduces
the hassle of carrying a bank
book or having to remember
your bank account numbers.

The service has been open
for registration since July 15,
but will be made effective on
October 31.

“It is a new innovation in

money transfers,” said Ms
Saowapa at the launch.

“The user can send and re-
ceive money using only their

phone number or national ID
card number.”

This new service is part of
the national e-payment policy

by the government to encour-
age the use of electronic
transactions rather than carry-
ing cash. It has been
implemented through coopera-
tion between the Bank of
Thailand and all banks in the
country.

Prompt Pay gives custom-
ers the opportunity to transfer
amounts with lower-than-nor-
mal bank charges between
two different branches of the
same bank, and also between
two different banks.

Transfers of less than 5,000
baht are completely free.
Transfers of 5,000 to 30,000
baht will be charged a maxi-
mum of two baht per
transaction.

Transfers of 30,000 to
100,000 baht will be charged
a maximum of five baht per
transaction. Transfers of more
than 100,000 baht carry a
maximum charge of 10 baht

per transaction.
Ms Saowapa said their ex-

tensive plans with Prompt Pay
would change the future of
banking in Thailand.

“In the future we will intro-
duce many additional options
to users of the service, such as
tax returns, pensions and pay-
ment cheques,” stated Ms
Saowapa.

“We plan to offer these ser-
vices to companies and juristic
persons as well, instead of only
providing them to the general
public as we do now.”

Those interested can regis-
ter for Prompt Pay in 4 ways –
ATMs, internet banking, mo-
bile banking, and in person at
the bank.

Users will be able to con-
nect one bank account with
one to three phone numbers,
and can connect not more than
four accounts per person.

– Kongleaphy Keam

Bhutan-Thai
to partner up
THAILAND and Bhutan have
agreed to forge closer ties in
tourism and to formulate a
package called ‘Two Kingdoms
One Destination’ while ex-
changing business missions
next year.

After a meeting of a Joint
Trade Commission including
Bhutanese Economic Affairs
Minister Lyonpo Lekey Dorji
two weeks ago, Thai Com-
merce Minister Apiradi
Tantraporn said on August 29
that the two countries foresee
closer cooperation in many
ways, particularly in tourism, as
both are strong in that sector.

“Bhutan has encouraged Thai
investors to do business there as
well as help transfer know-how
in tourism management and hu-
man-resource development,” she
said. Bhutan will set up a trade
mission to Thailand early next
year in order to showcase its
strengths in trade, tourism and
investment. Bhutan is Thailand’s
eighth-largest trading partner
among South Asian countries.
Trade between Thailand and
Bhutan was quite small at 380
million baht last year.

The value of two-way trade
during the past five years aver-
aged US$15.1 million, but has
grown quite strongly at 38 per
cent a year. Exports from Thai-
land averaged US$14.98mn,
growing by 39.12 per cent a
year, while imports amounted to
a very small US$120,000 a year.

– The Nation

By Kongleaphy Keam

LOCAL vendors at popular
Pokemon catching spots in
Phuket have experienced a
boost in income since the
launch of Pokemon GO in
Thailand. However, some ven-
dors expect this spike to be
short lived.

For those who are wondering
what Pokemon GO is, it is
Nintendo Co Ltd’s mobile
phone game which marries a
classic 20-year-old franchise
with augmented reality, and has
become an instant hit globally.
Players walk around real-life
places to search out and capture
Pokemon cartoon characters on
their smartphones.

There are two major spots
where people gather to catch
Pokemon in Phuket – Rang Hill
and Saphan Hin.

The reason that these two
spots are so popular is that there
are many ‘PokeStops’ there with
Lure Modules inserted. Lure
Modules turn the PokeStops
purple and attract more
Pokemons to the PokeStop.
People nearby will be able to
catch more Pokemon.

The popularity of the game
has so far been helpful for busi-
nesses in the area. A vendor at
the bottom of Rang Hill, who
wishes to be named only as Ms
Pen, says that the area has be-
come crowded ever since the
game’s launch in Thailand.

“I sell steamed buns
(salabao), soy milk, and other

drinks around the Rang Hill
area. It is usually very  quiet
down here at the bottom of the
hill. It used to be a shrine with
hardly any visitors coming to
the area. I used to come here to
sell sometimes,” she says.

“Ever since the game has
been launched, many people
gather here to play. The area
becomes even more crowded
in the evenings, from about
8pm until late at night. There
are a lot of teenagers with
bikes and cars, who stand there
catching Pokemons.”

Ms Pen says her sales have
increased a little, but not con-
siderably.

“I am able to sell more

snacks and drinks, but it is not
a huge increase, as most people
are there to play, not to eat. I
still go out there to sell food
every night, except on rainy
days,” she says.

“I need to cash in on this
trend and earn quickly from
this, because I believe people
will soon get bored of it and not
come here to catch Pokemon
anymore. You know how Thai
people are,” she added.

A hawker at Saphan Hin,
where many Pokemon GO
players gather near the circle
and the water, expressed simi-
lar views about the trend.

“A lot of people, especially
teenagers, used to come to

Saphan Hin, even before the
game was launched. Now we
see even more teenagers, as
well as a lot more middle aged
people. It is very funny for me
to see middle aged working
people coming here to catch
Pokemon,” said Ms Kiew, a
fruit seller in the area.

“I have made a little more in-
come from this, but I am not
really surprised or happy about
it. I am certain it won’t last
long, but I am happy to see
more people coming here mak-
ing it more lively and crowded.
I don’t mind as long as it helps
local vendors make more
money, whether a little or a lot,”
she added.
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Tour workers
urged to be
more vigilant

Startup Thailand comes to town

Rising trend in digital ad spending

Between 1,000 and 2,500 new businesses were launched in Thailand last year.  Photo: Unsplash

AD SPENDING on digital
media will reach 10 billion baht
next year, encroaching on ter-
ritory held by mainstream me-
dia such as television and
newspapers, the Digital Adver-
tising Association Thailand
(DAAT) reported.

“The biggest ad spenders, par-
ticularly skincare products, are
spending more on digital media,
reflecting that online media has
become the mass media for con-
sumer goods,” DAAT president
Supachai Parchariyanon said on
August 29.

Based on research by the as-
sociation and TNS Thailand (a
global market insight and infor-
mation group), skincare
products are among the fastest-
growing industries by sales

volume, followed by non-alco-
holic beverages, banks,
alcoholic drinks, and vitamins
and food supplements.

Mr Supachai believes that
with rise in mobile internet us-
ers, advertising spending will
exceed 10bn baht next year, out-

THE Department of Tourism
has asked tourism workers to
play a role in protecting tour-
ists by remaining observant
while working with the
country’s 64 associations to
spur growth in the key sector.

“From now on, the depart-
ment will increase its active
role by organizing training to
upgrade the skills for tourism
personnel working in all areas
of Thailand so they are more
observant and always vigilant.
If they happen to see irregu-
larities, they will automatically
inform law enforcement offi-
cials,” said Wanasiri Morakul,
director general of the Depart-
ment of Tourism.

She said recent attacks in the
southern provinces had encour-
aged people in the industry to
work closer together and that the
tourism industry looked more
promising than ever.

“There has been greater syn-
ergy among tourism stake-
holders, entrepreneurs, hotels,
restaurants and service provid-
ers to upgrade security measures
for all tourists,” she said.

She said the department had
begun strengthening its col-
laboration with 64 tourism
associations to drive the devel-
opment of high-quality
community-based tourism so
Thailand remains a dream des-
tination for foreign tourists.

Thailand will host World
Tourism Day in Khon Kaen
next month and the WTTC
Global Summit in Bangkok in
April 2017.

– The Nation

By Sukawin Tanthavanich

PRIME Minister Gen Prayuth
Chan-o-cha is to visit Phuket
on September 16 for the re-
gional launch of a new nation-
wide initiative aimed at help-
ing budding local businesses
get off the ground and into the
international arena of digital
commerce.

The Startup Thailand 2016
campaign was launched by the
prime minister in Bangkok in
April as a joint government and
private sector collaboration be-
tween 11 agencies to bring
businesses up to date with con-
temporary international com-
mercial practices and trends.

The Phuket seminar is
scheduled to take place Sep-
tember 16-18 at Royal Phuket
Marina with Gen Prayuth lead-
ing an entourage of about 200
experts, including Science and
Technology minister Dr Pichet
Durongkaveroj and Informa-
tion and Communication
Technology minister Dr
Uttama Savanayana.

Phuket Vice Governor
Kajornkiet Rakpanitmanee
said on August 30 that keynote
talks on the opening day of the
September seminar would in-
clude ‘Phuket as a Smart City
and Startup Paradise’.

The opening day activities
will also include a panel dis-
cussion titled ‘Start-up and
New Investment Opportunities
in Thailand’.

Among the agencies par-
ticipating in the drive are the
ministries of Information and
Communication Technology;
Commerce; Finance; Industry,
Foreign Affairs, Tourism and

Sports; Education; and Agri-
culture and Cooperatives.
They are joined by the SMEs
Service Center and commu-
nity organization Pracha
Rath.

Currently between 1,000
and 2,500 new businesses have
been launched around the
country in the past year and the
organizers of Startup Thailand
are hoping to help many more
get access to information and
technology so as to push Thai-
land as an ASEAN hub of
digital innovation.

One of the goals of Startup
Thailand is to bring together
talented people from a variety

of different start-up compa-
nies from a broad spectrum of
product and service sectors,
said Science and Technology
Minister Dr Pichet Durong-
kaveroj.

“Entrepreneurs can unleash
their creativity by networking
and exchanging ideas to formu-
late new business models for
the future.

“New connections will be
made and venture capital op-
portunities will arise to drive
the country’s economy for-
ward in the digital age, said the
minister.

Startup Thailand is heavily
supported with strategic appli-

cation of technology public or-
ganizations such as the
Software Industry Promotion
Agency (SIPA), the Electronic
Transactions Development
Agency, the Electronic Gov-
ernment Agency (EGA),
Thailand Post, CAT Telecom
and Telephone Organization of
Thailand (TOT).

“This multi-sector collabo-
ration will create more jobs,
more income and a higher
standard of living for the coun-
try, resulting in more stability,
prosperity and sustainability,”
he said.

For more information, visit
thailandstartup.org.

The DAAT believes that digital advertisement spending will exceed 10bn
baht next year. Photo: pexels

pacing newspapers.
Mr Supachai suggested that

brands and marketers should
gain deeper understanding about
how to use digital media effec-
tively, not only for brand building
but also for boosting sales.

– The Nation
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Thai singer visits
Dolphin Bay Nemo

Pat Suthasinee Buddhinan (left) and her family get up close with the
dolphins at Dolphin Bay Nemo Phuket.

Dolphin Bay Nemo Phuket welcomed Pat Suthasinee Buddhinan,
the well-known Thai singer, along with her family on August 12.
Ms Suthasinee and her family watched the dolphin show and happy
kids petting the trained mammals.

(Back row from L-R) Traisit Glahan, General Manager, Pipatchara Wichinukulpradit, Project Manager,
Nawaphut Chaowul, Marketing Consultant, Apiphu Buranapathma, Marketing Consultant, Chris Breitenfeller,
Hacklberg Partner, Dudoo, Hacklberg Importer. (Front row from L-R) Atsushi Matsui, Owner of Anna Cafe,
Thawika Combe, Area Sales Manager, Kankorn Wichayanurak, Area Sales Manager and Saksri Kerdphol,
Hacklberg's Distributor in Southern Thailand.

Bavarian beverages pour
revelry into Phuket eatery
Anna’s Bar and Restaurant in Phuket Town held a food and beverage pairing evening. The
tastes on the plates were matched with beverages brought to Phuket by the Hacklberg Bavar-
ian brewery.
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(From L-R) Committee stalwart Santi Kanchanabandhu; committee president Kevin Whitcraft;
Pana Janviroj, president of The Nation newspaper group; and John Magee of the Gazette.
This year's King's Cup, which expects to see more than 100 yachts on the race courses, will
take place at the Kata Beach Resort from December 3-10.

30th anniversary of the Phuket
King’s Cup Regatta celebration
To celebrate the 30th anniversary of the Phuket King's Cup Regatta, Asia's largest
yacht racing event, the organizing committee hosted a dinner at Bangkok's trendy
Maduzi hotel last week for sponsors and friends.

Pre-event gathering at
Phuket Boat Lagoon

(L-R) Boon Yongsakul, Deputy Managing Director of Phuket Boat Lagoon and Kanit
Yongsakul, Chairman of Phuket Boat Lagoon Group receiving a token of appreciation
from Firnandi Gufron,  Assistant Deputy Director of Indonesia Ministry of Tourism.

Organizers of the Riau Archipelago Marine Festival held a pre-event gather-
ing for the sailing and marine community at the Boat Lagoon Resort on Au-
gust 27. The theme of the festival, to be held from October 20-30 at the Riau
Archipelago, Indonesia, is ‘Sail Karimata 2016’. The festival will be hosted
by the Ministry of Tourism, Republic of Indonesia.
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Getting your visa application right

Getting an Australian visa is not as complicated as most people seem to believe. Photo: Hai Linh Truong

Australia makes changes to visa
application procedures in Thailand

For some nationalities, getting an
Australian visa can be very easy,
but for Thais and other Asians,
this is a more complex and
lengthy process. Photo: Hoangkid

By Simon Wetherell

OFTEN you will hear people
say getting a visa to Australia
is very hard, but the reality is,
as long as you meet the basic
criteria, it could not be easier.

Many people make it much
harder for themselves than is
necessary, and hopefully this
article will assist people to be
successful the first time.

1. Make sure you choose the
right visa, complete the appro-
priate application form and fill
out all answers correctly and
accurately.

2. It sounds obvious, but an-
swer all questions fully and
honestly. Mistakes, omissions
or errors may not get picked
up this time, but could come
back to haunt you in future ap-
plications, and lead to
cancellation of your existing
visa or refusal of new applica-
tions in the future. If you
realize you have made a mis-
take, update the embassy as
soon as possible.

3. Don’t be too proud or
stubborn to get advice, but
make sure the advice is from a
trusted source and not ‘bar ru-
mors’. Often people rely on bad
information or advice, with di-
sastrous consequences. If you
pay for assistance, use a regis-
tered migration agent or lawyer,
beware of scammers and un-
qualified people who guarantee
results or use questionable

practices. I have seen to many
people pay too much money to
get worthless advice or assis-
tance.

For a list of agents go to
www.mara.gov.au/search-the-
register-of-migration-agents.

4. Plan ahead for what your
future wishes are, as state-
ments and facts you provide
now can bind you for the fu-
ture. Don’t mischaracterize

relationships, it could come
back to cost you in the future.
Do be aware though of what
impact this might have on your
pension or other social secu-
rity rules and payments.

5. Don’t assume the embassy
has the information about you
or understands your situation.
Every application is different,
so make everything very clear
and spell it out to assist the de-

cision maker to understand ev-
erything. Don’t assume
knowledge, understanding or
that information provided in
previous applications is known
for the new application.

6. Allow plenty of time for
your application to be reviewed
and approved, in case further
information is requested, or if
your first application has been
unsuccessful. From experience

most applications that are re-
fused can be fixed and
successfully re-submitted ad-
dressing the weakness from
before. When you re-submit
your application it is very im-
portant to remember point 5
above, don’t just focus on the
area of refusal.

7. Always submit a complete
application, being lazy in pro-
viding supporting evidence and
explanation is often the reason
for delays at best, and in the
worst case a refusal.

Make sure you tie all as-
pects of the application
together, and that it is clear and
makes sense to anyone look-
ing at it without any prior
knowledge or needing any
new information.

The Visa Advice Center has
a new office at Trendy Build-
ing, Sukhumvit Soi 13,
Bangkok and offers a free con-
sultation, either by phone or in
person, with qualified and
regulated staff.

If you are not sure about
your application, visit the Visa
Advice Center to get it right the
first time, at VisaAdvice
Centre.com

Simon Wetherell is a registered
migration agent and lawyer. He
resides in Thailand and has offices
in Phuket and Bangkok. For more
information, visit AustralianVisa
Phuket.com,  call 095-085 3355 or
email swc.asia@gmail.com.

RECENTLY there has been a
lot of confusion about what is
happening with the new sys-
tem for Australian visas. Be-
low is are some guidelines for
submitting Australian visa ap-
plications.

Anyone – other than Austra-
lian citizens – visiting Australia
requires a visa. For some na-
tionalities this can be very easy,
such as the US, UK, Schengen
countries and the like.

However, for Thais and
other Asian nationals, this is a
more complex and lengthy
process.

Since the beginning of May,
all Thai applicants for a tour-
ist visa to Australia now need
to attend VFS and submit bio-
metrics, in the form of 10
fingerprints and a digital
photo.

This can only be done at the

VFS offices in Bangkok and
Chiang Mai, as the regional
post office system that was pre-
viously in place was shut down
in April.

This also includes online ap-
plications through an Immi

account. Applicants will be sent
a letter notifying them to attend
VFS for the biometric collec-
tion. They will also be required
to pay the lodgement fee, which
is the same for a complete ap-
plication or just providing the
biometrics. The only benefit to
this is that the processing
wouldn’t take as long.

If you are unsure, you can
contact VFS, the Australian
Embassy or the Australian
Visa Advice Center that offers
a free consultation service and
has offices in Phuket and
Bangkok.

It is recommended that you
make an appointment and plan
ahead of time. This is to ensure
that you bring all of the neces-
sary documents and avoid
having to make a repeat trip to
Bangkok.

– Simon Wetherell

Award-winning robot
to help autistic kids
THE creators of BotTherapist,
a robot designed to help autis-
tic children, won first prize in
the Student Innovation Chal-
lenge World 2016, an annual
event held to help people with
disabilities in Asean through re-
habilitation technologies.

The winning team came
from King Mongkut’s Univer-
sity of Technology Thonburi.

“We developed a robot that
can be put to real use. It’s also
an innovation with commercial
potential,” said Wisanu Juth-
aree, a member of the winning
team.

The robot was developed
based on a model designed by
the team’s adviser, Assoc Prof
Boonserm Kaewkamnerdpong,
who came up with an initiative
two years ago that addressed
the alarming fact that while
many children are diagnosed

with autism, the number of au-
tism specialists is very limited.

Mr Boonserm believes the
robot could help to alleviate the
problem and teach children
cognitive and social skills.

The robot flashes a light to
attract attention and has wheels
for moving around. It can make
sounds and even ‘facial’ ex-
pressions.

Interaction between the ro-
bot and children involves a
game of matching cards in
which a child picks a card
based on the same symbol dis-
played in the eyes of the robot.

If the right card is chosen, the
robot displays a happy face and
plays music, encouraging the
child to change their choice. If
its face turns sad, the child has
picked the wrong card and the
robot encourages them to try
again. – The Nation
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Locals unite to preserve heritage

Vachira Hospital officials announced that the old buildings would be transformed into a museum displaying
historic medical devices such as Thailand’s first X-ray machine. Photo: Kritsada Mueanhawong

By Sukawin Tanthavanich

IN A refreshing display of soli-
darity, Phuket locals teamed up
to help preserve century-old
buildings at Vachira Phuket
Hospital.

Vachira Hospital administra-
tors, who had earlier announced
plans to demolish the existing
structures of two of their build-
ings, reached an agreement with
concerned community members
and employees over the pro-
posed demolition of the historic
100-year-old buildings and sur-
rounding mahogany trees.

The demolition of the exist-
ing structures was ordered to
make way for a new hospital
wing. The issue came to public
attention when a Facebook user
posted a statement in Thai.

“Vachira Hospital will de-
molish this 100-year-old
building in order to expand its
facilities,” the statement read.

“Locals are trying to help
stop the project, but have too
small a voice to convince
management to alter their
plans.

“I would like to ask for help
from experts, teachers, mem-
bers of the media, officials
and officers, as well as from
the public in general. Help us
share this news and put pres-
sure on Vachira to stop the
project.

“The building is old, and this
kind of architecture falls under
the protection of the Fine Arts
Department. Therefore, those
who are responsible for the
demolition of the building

should face legal charges.”
The issue further heated up

when a Vachira Hospital doctor
submitted a complaint to the
Damrongdharma center
(ombudsman’s office), after he
received no satisfaction follow-
ing a discussion of his concerns
with Vachira management.

“The new building, which
plans for 298 beds, received a
303 million baht budget from
the Ministry of Public Health’s
2017 yearly budget,” Dr
Veerasak said.

“The management team

first informed us that the new
building will be built at the
current site of the canteen and
laundry area, which had been
approved by a team from the
ministry.”

“However, in July, Vachira’s
director and deputy director
stated that the building site
would be changed to where the
Ranong and Boontham build-
ings are located,” he said.
“Both buildings date back to
the period of King Rama VI
and many old trees would also
be destroyed for the new

facility’s construction.”
Vachira Hospital’s Chief

Engineer Chaiyot Thonglim
told the Gazette that the site of
the development shifted due to
logistical considerations.

“We’ve since surveyed both
sites and the reason we
changed our plans from the
canteen and laundry area is
due to the slope next to the
parking area, which could af-
fect traffic,” said Mr Chaiyot.
“Another reason is that fire
trucks would not be able to
reach the area in the event of

an emergency.”
Vachira Hospital Deputy

Director Somboon Wang-
taetham announced that the
buildings will not be demol-
ished, following a meeting with
members of the national Fine
Arts Department on August 29.

“In the meeting we reached
the conclusion not to demol-
ish the buildings,” Dr
Somboon said. “Moreover,
we will have the site inspected
by an engineer and an archi-
tect.”

Dr Somboon said the old
buildings – named as the
Ranong, Boontham and
Sripatcharintranusorn build-
ings – will be transformed into
a museum, displaying histori-
cal medical devices, such as
Thailand’s first X-ray machine,
and will include blood donation
facilities.

He added the new wing
would instead be placed else-
where on Vachira’s grounds.

Fine Arts Department
Deputy Director-General
Kajorn Mookmeeka, who
joined officials during an in-
spection of the buildings on
August 27, said that the
Boonphat and Ranong build-
ings have endured heavy
damage.

He added that the Fine Arts
Department would compare
the buildings’ current state
with an old photograph in or-
der to estimate their renovation
budget.

Additional reporting by Kritsada
Mueanhawong.

Public takes to social media to stop demolition of century-old buildings

Close encounters
of the third kind
MEMBERS of the ‘third
sex’ spending a penny at the
Shell gas station on Chao
Fa West Road now have
toilet cubicles of their very
own.

Both the male and fe-
male toilet stalls in the
bathroom block of the gas
station’s forecourt each
have one stall depicting an
alien and a male-female
symbol.

The symbol is meant to
indicate that the stall is des-
ignated as a privy for
transgender visitors.

– Nick Davies
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A look inside the Royal Pavilion

The Vega 2 on display at the National Science and Technology Fair in Bangkok. Photo: Duncan Worthington

Gazette Crossword

Solution on opposite page.

    Across
01.  Native scented flower
06.  Clownfish
07.  Jewel farmed from the Andaman sea
09.  Phuket Town cabaret show venue
10.  Phuket product of old
15.  Bridge to mainland
18.  Wet and dirty from the rain
19.  Sanskrit epic (Thai)
23.  American version of the Sony Walkman

   Down
02.  Loy Krathong month
03.  Rama V
04.  Native illegal plant stimulant
05.  Phuket Town hospital
08.  Decsive election result
11.  Thai land measure
12.  Ancient European civilization
13.  The Scottish play
14.  The Big Mango
16.  Mountain dwellers up north
17.  Stage name of actor James Eugene
20.  Pricey shellfish dish
21.  Thai scribe Sunthorn Phu
22.  Cash machine

I RECENTLY attended the Na-
tional Science and Technology
Fair in Bangkok at IMPACT
Muang Thong Thani. The at-
traction for me was a Royal Pa-
vilion that included boats made
by His Majesty the King of
Thailand.

Many will know that His
Majesty has built a number of
boats in his time. Twenty-five to
be precise, all dinghies. His first
was Rajptain, an Enterprise
Class dinghy which he raced
against Prince Philip the Duke
of Edinburgh in 1965 from
Pattaya to Koh Larn, and won.
All 25 are still in working order
and are kept with the full fleet
(100 in total, many of them gifts)
at Chitralada Palace and Tha
Wasukri in Bangkok, and Klai
Kangwon Palace in Hua Hin.

His Majesty created ‘The
Royal Mott Class’ in 1966,
which was designed within the
parameters of the ‘International
Moth Class’ and between 1966
and 1967 built a number of
boats in the class using three of
his own designs: Mod, Super
Mod and Micro Mod. His Maj-
esty registered the Mod design
at the Patent Office in Great
Britain and the Super Mod, a
smaller and lighter version de-
signed for easier sailing by Thai
people, was on display at the
fair. Despite being 49 years old

and having won many races,
the Super Mod was in excep-
tional condition. The sail,
however, was not original but
was new and made by Phuket
sailmaker ‘Local Sails by Ket’.

While the Super Mod was
fascinating, it was another boat
that was the star attraction and
my main reason to attend.

Vega 2 is an OK Dinghy, one
of four OKs built by His Maj-
esty the King. The first,
Navaruek, was built in 1965,
and then there was Vega. After
building Vega 2 His Majesty re-
named Vega to Vega 1. His
Majesty sailed Vega from Hua

Hin to Sattahip in 1966 – a trip
of approximately 60 nautical
miles which took 14 hours. His
Majesty presented the rudder of
Vega 1 as a trophy – the Vega
Rudder Trophy – which is still
competed for today, but this was
not before HRH Princess Ubol
Ratana raced Vega 1 against His
Majesty the King in the 4th
Southeast Asian Peninsular
Games (now the SEA Games)
in 1967. Not only was it unusual
for a father and daughter to com-
pete in an international
competition such as this, it was
even more unusual that they tied
on points, both winners, and

were both awarded gold med-
als. The medals were awarded
by Her Majesty the Queen.

Plenty has been written about
that historic achievement, but
many forget that the two win-
ning boats were built by His
Majesty. Vega 1 is today kept at
Klai Kangwon Palace in Hua
Hin while Vega 2 is kept at Tha
Wasukri in Bangkok.

The boat on display at the fair
was Vega 2 and it is in immacu-
late condition – at 50 years old
she is aging gracefully and still
has the original sail. Talking with
its Thai guardian, he explained
the provenance in detail and what

was most surprising was that this
was the first time in over 20 years
Vega 2 has been displayed to the
public. Vega 2 was never sailed
after that gold-medal winning
feat in 1967 and following a trip
to Chiang Mai and subsequently
Phuket more than 20 year ago,
Vega 2 has been kept behind
closed doors ever since.

It was a true privilege to view
this boat. The craftsmanship
alone is impressive, but the pedi-
gree and history is unmatched,
I hazard a guess, anywhere in
the world. Following Vega 2,
His Majesty built his fourth and
last OK dinghy and named her
Vega 3, later changing the name
to Awake because the King liked
to work late, and more recently
to New.

If you ever get the chance,
take a look at the sail numbers
on His Majesty’s boats. Back
when he built boats, all Thai sail
numbers had TH as the prefix –
two letters. Today it is THA. The
numbers always add upto 9 –
TH 18 (Vega 1), TH 27 (Vega
2). His Majesty King Bhumibol
Adulyadej, also known as Rama
IX, is the ninth monarch of the
Chakri Dynasty.

Duncan Worthington is a long time
Phuket resident and through Infinity
Communications (infinity-comms.
com) consults to leading consumer
brands, hospitality and marine clients
in Thailand. In his ‘spare time’ he runs
the marine portal MarineScene.asia.
#OnDeck Phuket
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The cost of cutting trees

Sun shines through a tree at Fort Canning Park in Singapore. An average sized tree produces enough
oxygen to keep a family of four breathing for a year. Photo: Thomas Timlen

Crossword Solution
Turn the page upside down to read the answers.

I LIVE in Saiyuan in the south
of Phuket. Every day for years
and years, I have taken plea-
sure from the presence of a
magnificent forest tree, prob-
ably a dipterocarp, high above
the road and providing an
arching green canopy to drive
under on my way home. Inspir-
ing… but in the blink of an
eye, this tree, maybe 100 years
old, has gone. All that remains
is an ugly stump.

Why? I asked my Thai part-
ner. “Oh! It was in the way.
The man wanted to extend his
house”. For her, it represents
progress. For me, mindless de-
struction.

Of course, we witness such
acts everywhere in Phuket.
The island has lost almost all
of its original deciduous for-
est, much to encroachment.
Most undeveloped land is
now either scrubland, or rub-
ber and palm oil plantations.
Worse, every condominium,
every shop house, every car
park, obliterates a patch of
greenery, along with its trees.

Almost nothing is ever
done to replace this forfeiture.

Concrete jungles give noth-
ing remotely beneficial to our
environment. In fact quite the
reverse: they spew out waste
at an alarming rate. On the
other hand, trees and the

oceans are the lungs of the
earth. An average sized tree
produces enough oxygen to
keep a family of four breath-
ing for a year. By planting
more trees worldwide, say 20
million, we would gain 260
more million tons of life-en-
hancing oxygen. At the same
time, these trees would store
(as carbon) 10 million tons of
harmful CO2 – the greenhouse
gas primarily responsible for
climate change.

Furthermore, trees reduce
run-off by holding soil in place.
Like a giant sponge, the root
systems retain rain water and
then slowly release it through

their leaves.
That the world is experi-

encing far more disasters due
to landslides is in large mea-
sure due to de-forestation, to
human destruction of forest
and consequent loss of its ca-
pacity to bind the earth and
soak up moisture. When prop-
erties are built on denuded
hillsides the potential threat of
mudslides is heightened.

Furthermore, some develop-
ers in Phuket would do well to
realize that trees increase the
value of property. Villas or
apartments surrounded by trees
sell for considerably more than
properties with none. And

people are more willing to re-
lax or shop where there are
inviting areas of greenery.
Singapore, much more devel-
oped than similarly sized
Phuket, has impressive avenues
of trees everywhere. Not only
more appealing, but cooler than
our own urban sprawl. Research
shows that trees can cool a city
by up to 10 ° F.

It is not just trees. We are
all doing our bit when we plant
gardens. Shrubs also provide
shelter, food and nesting habi-
tats for the considerable range
of birds, mammals, reptiles
and insects that still live in
Phuket.

My own garden is home to
squirrels, coucals (of the
cuckoo family), sunbirds, bul-
buls, and spider eaters, as well
as skinks and agamid lizards.
Butterflies abound too. Noth-
ing unusual in that. If you
provide the right natural con-
ditions, Mother Nature will
respond positively.

Happily, there are worth-
while global initiatives
making a difference. Since
2010, ‘The Canopy Project’
has planted more than 1.5 mil-
lion trees in 21 countries,
focusing mostly on areas in
need of re-forestation. The
benefits are not just aesthetic.
The UN estimates, that for ev-
ery dollar spent on
re-forestation, US$2.50 is
generated in local down-
stream income and benefits.

So far there is no Canopy
Project in Thailand but at
least Phuket is increasingly
alert to the needs of a tropi-
cal island surrounded by
eroding seas. The planting of
mangroves is a welcome sign,
along with a growing public
concern for our beach-side
casuarina trees, but much
more needs to be done at a
grass-roots level.

If you have gardening or environ-
mental concerns, contact Patrick
at drpaccampbell@gmail.com.
Many of his creative and
academic publications can be
found at his website: Green
galoshes Wordpress.

Trees give life, yet we raze them without a second thought
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The British love affair with Phuket

Bangkok’s skies light up
for nation’s tallest building

Koh Kaew construction
comes to a grinding halt

FOR a long time, the British
have been coming to Phuket
on vacation, for their retire-
ment, and to setup businesses
here. For a lot of Brits com-
ing aboard, Phuket is an at-
tractive location for a holiday
home or investment property,
and UK buyers have estab-
lished themselves as a perma-
nent segment of the island’s
property market.

For the past 10 years, the
baht has been strengthening
against the British Pound.
This, coupled with the in-
crease in property values in
Thailand, is making property
purchases and living expenses
more expensive for those tied
to the pound sterling

Following the June referen-
dum in the UK ,where the
majority of voters voted to leave
the EU – coined ‘Brexit’ by pun-
dits – the British pound has
weakened against the Thai baht
to its lowest level in 10 years.
This will of course mean fewer
buyers from the UK for Thai
properties and services, how-
ever, as the saying goes, every
cloud has a silver lining.

Here, that silver lining
looks brightest for British
sellers looking to repatriate

their proceeds back to the UK.
For a lot of British owners

who bought their
properties back in
2008 or earlier,
they will have
brought over ster-
ling at an exchange
rate around 60 baht
to the pound. As of
today, the ex-
change rate is
closer to 45 baht per GBP, a
difference of 25 per cent.

These owners are now able

to reduce their asking prices
to stimulate a sale; They can

sell their prop-
erty for the
same price they
paid for it 10
years ago and
they would
make a 25 per
cent gain on
the exchange
rate if they

move their sales proceeds
back into sterling.

For property investors and

bargain hunters this has created
an opportunity to purchase
properties well under their cur-
rent market value, just as we
experienced with Russian
home owners in Phuket about
two years ago.

In the current global eco-
nomic environment of low
interest rates, there has been a
clear flight of capital looking
for higher yields. Thailand’s
property market, and particu-
larly Phuket, provides
attractive yields in the form of

Even with under-performing property rentals, Thailand is still one of the top performing markets in Asia.
Photo: Globalpropertyguide.com

rental incomes. With opportu-
nities such as reduced selling
prices from British owners,
there is the potential to gener-
ate above-average returns when
buying now.

The property market in
Phuket remains soft, but there
are reasons to be optimistic.
We are seeing stronger de-
mand and an increase in
inquiries from buyers from
the US, expats earning in US
Dollars in the region, Hong
Kong (whose currency is
pegged to the USD), the Chi-
nese mainland, the UAE and
from Singapore.

The ‘yes’ vote in the Thai
referendum will see the coun-
try return to a democracy, with
elections due next year. This
can only be positive for the
property market, as more buy-
ers will return once Thailand
has an elected government.

We could well be seeing
the bottom of the property
market, and with tourist num-
bers to Thailand expected to
hit 33 million this year, the
country continues to attract
new and returning potential
investors.

For more information about this
article contact Kevin Hodges, Siam
Real Estate (SRE) Tel: 076-324042
Email: kevin@siamrealestate.com;
www.siamrealestate.com

‘The British pound
has weakened
against the Thai
baht to its lowest
level in 10 years’

BANGKOK’S skyline was
brilliantly lit on August 25 at
the grand opening of
Thailand’s tallest building
‘MahaNakhon’.

The ‘MahaNakhon Bangkok
Rising the Night of Light’ light
show drew a large number of
spectators from across the city.
US pop star Pharrel Williams
was also in Bangkok for the
launch. His grocery store ‘Wil-
liams Family Kitchen’ is
housed inside the building.

MahaNakhon is a luxury
mixed-use 77-floor skyscraper
on Sathorn Road. At 314.2
meters, it is now Thailand’s
tallest building.

The developer, Pace Devel-
opment, aims to turn the
building into a new Bangkok
landmark with contemporary
architecture and urban design.

MahaNakhon houses mul-

MahaNakhon is a 77-floor skyscraper on Sathorn Road. At 314.2 meters,
it is now Thailand’s tallest building. Photo: The Nation

tiple levels of restaurants, cafes
and shops. It also boasts luxury
residences by The Ritz-Carlton
Hotel Company in collaboration
with Marriott International and

renowned hotelier Ian Schrager.
The top floors also house a
multi-level rooftop terrace bar
and observation deck.

 – The Nation

CONSTRUCTION of a retain-
ing wall on Soi Koh Kaew 33,
behind the Isuzu showroom off
Thepkrasattri Road, was de-
layed due to a mistake during
the setting of a pillar.

Backhoes and other con-
struction equipment has been
left behind while the project
has come to a temporary halt.

The project is jointly funded
by the Muang District govern-
ment, the Phuket Public Works
and Town & Country Planning
office and the local OrBorTor.
Officials have said they will
urge the construction company
to quickly solve the problem,
but expect the project to run
behind schedule.

The 8.4-million-baht project
covers an area of about 500
meters to build a three-meter-
high retaining wall. The
company originally said that
construction would be com-
pleted by October.

“The reason construction is
currently at a halt is that the
engineer is in Bangkok to re-
design the plans, as they made
a mistake while working on set-
ting the pillars,” said Muang
District chief Administrative
Officer (Palad) Choochip
Bamroong.

“We are working hard to fin-
ish as soon as possible, but
cannot say exactly how long the
delay will be. The construction
company will be fined for the
delay,” he added.

Mr Choochip said he will
call for a meeting to hasten the
process.

“We are sorry for any in-
convenience caused to com-
muters and advise everyone to
drive with caution. I will urge
the company to clear out the
road and make it more man-
ageable to drive on,” said Mr
Choochip.

– Kongleaphy Keam
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CPN sinks B20bn into new Central Phuket

CPN in funnelling B20bn into developing its shopping and lifestyle destination in Phuket. Plans for the new Central Phuket include a ‘Mystic
Forest’ green zone, a walk-through aquarium and amodern floating market. Image: CPN

CENTRAL Pattana PCL
(CPN) recently confirmed
long-awaited expansion plans
for Phuket, announcing a 20
billion baht investment to build
a second mega complex
opposite Central Festival
Phuket shopping mall.

The new world class mega
project in Phuket, to be named
Central Phuket, is part of a 60
billion baht plan to develop and
renovate 10 shopping centers
nationwide between now and
2018, said CPN president and
CEO Preecha Ekkunagul said
at a Bangkok press conference
on  on August 25.

“We aim to strengthen the
country’s economy and
develop innovative lifestyle
and tourism hubs, renovating
five existing locations and
building five more from scratch
over the next two years,” said
Mr Preecha.

The new Central Phuket is a
flagship CPN project in the
heat of Phuket comprising two
shopping centers catering to
luxury and casual lifestyles,
targeting Thais and tourists
alike.

A premium hotel, world-
class convention center are

among the attractions
delivering ‘special experiences
beyond the imagination’ for
Phuket shoppers.

The new additions to
Phuket’s shopping and lifestyle
scene include a Mystic Forest,
a walk-through aquarium and
a floating market.

The Mystic Forest is a

futuristic wonderland green
zone combining advanced
technology with Thai culture
and a range of adventurous
activities for visitors, said Mr
Preecha.

Aquaria, a joint venture with
Malaysia, is an underwater
world and gardens that the
developers say will be the

largest ‘aquascape’ in the
world. The ‘world-class’
entertainment zone is to feature
an exhibition of aquatic plants,
it was revealed at the Bangkok
press conference.

“The third section, ‘Tales of
Thailand’, is to be a modern
floating market selling
products from the different

regions of Thailand, and is
expected to be a draw card for
tourists to experience the Thai
way of life,” said the CEO.

Mr Preecha promised that
Phuket’s new landmark
shopping and lifestyle
destination will be opened by
the end of 2017.

– Sukawin Tanthavanich
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P R O P E R T Y  F O R  S A L E

LAND FOR SALE IN
PHUKET-SA KHU

1 to 5 rai, Chanote, 10 minutes
south of the airport, nice quiet
location, near Nai Yang - Nai
Thorn Beach. Fixed price, only
2.6 million baht per rai. Tel: 087-
076 6016. Email: kanchanajit09
@gmail.com

ART@PATONG
1 BEDROOM

Furnished, pool side garden
views, big pool, 24hr security,
gym, quiet. 2.6 million baht. Tel:
094-706 7671. Email: mark
louisw@hotmail.com

BEAUTIFUL KARON
POOL VILLA

This very beautiful modern villa has
it all – sparkling salt water pool, 3
huge bedrooms, 4 bathrooms,
maid quarters. Fully furnished,
secure estate close to the beach.
G4S alarm system. Relax and
enjoy all the hard work that has
been done. A must see. Price: 12.5
million baht. Tel: 081-719 4688
(Thai). Email: elbej@hotmail.com

THE ROYAL PLACE
CONDO - PHUKET

45sqm. Freehold. Corner room,
5th floor, 2 balconies (great view),
1 bedroom, living room, 2 air-
cons, fully furnished, swimming
pool, gym. Price: 2.3 million
baht. Tel: 084-249 0526 (English
& Thai). Email: h.jabary@gmail.
com

LAND NEAR
BIG BUDDHA

Over 3 rai. 6.5 million baht
per rai. Or smaller plots from
1.7 million baht. Tel: 081-538
4588. Email: info@purimas
property.com

HOUSE FOR SALE
TOP LAND VILLAGE

45sqw. 5 million baht, 2 bed-
rooms with big living room.
Convenient area close to
Bangkok Hospital, Phuket
International Hospital and
Tesco Lotus Samkong. For
house inspection please
call 086-198 1869.

PROPERTY SERVICES

2-STOREY
SINGLE HOUSE

FOR SALE

Burasiri Village. Koh Kaew.
Next to BIS. 3 bedrooms
(master bedroom with en-
suite and walk-in closet), 3
bathrooms. Fully furnished,
4 aircons, kitchen with se-
parate pantry. Parking for 2
cars. Communal swimming
pool, garden and fitness.

For sale: 6.6 million baht or
sell down payment: 400,000
baht. Long-term rent:45,000
baht monthly, 520,000 baht
yearly.

Tel: 089-840 5290 (Thai),
094-579 5666 (Thai / Eng.)

TWIN HOUSE FOR SALE
2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, living
room, kitchen, laundry room, car
parking, garden with covered
balcony & BBQ station. Price:
2.8 million baht. Tel: 081-979
9825 (English). Email: stefans
goldbars@gmail.com

NEW KAMALA HOUSE
For sale new 60sqm house, fully
furnished with internet, TV and
cable. 2.5 million baht. Chanote
title. Tel: 098-736 9588.

KAMALA PROPERTY
3-house property with 520sqm
for quick sale at 8 million baht.
Tel: 098-736 9588 (English &
Thai).

BAN KHAO THONG
KRABI

1.2 rai land plot, 15 min from Ao
Nang. Road access, water sup-
ply, electricity. Chanote Title. 2.5
million baht. Tel: 088-435 2742
(English & Thai). Email: saran
ya_ab@hotmail.com

PA KHLOK HOUSE
3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, west-
ern kitchen, large living area,
large garden, laundry area, furni-
ture and sound system with 14
speakers included. Quiet gated
area near Mission Hill Golf Club,
airport and BIS. 4.5 million baht.
Tel: 061-238 0155 (English).
Email: paulajlaydon@hotmail.
com

BUNGALOW FOR SALE
NAI YANG BEACH

6 bungalows, fully furnished.
Home office. Restaurant. Car
parking. 922sqm. For sale: 7
million baht. Tel: 086-691 7858,
086-593 4946 (English & Thai).
Email: sak2522@hotmail.com

HOUSE FOR SALE
Chalong. 36sqw, fully furnished,
2-bedroom, 2-bathroom bunga-
low. 3 million baht only. Tel: 076-
288988, 093-749 2277. Email:
admin@phuketconsult.com

NAI YANG LAND
QUICK SALE

Great investment. 8 rai. Prime
piece. Nai Yang. Near airport.
Road frontage. Chanote. 25 mil-
lion baht/rai. For more informa-
tion, please call 093-624 7487
(Thai). Email: supha2007@hot
mail.com

PA KHLOK HOUSE
FOR SALE - 2.4MB

U-domsuk Village: 112/101,
Soi 6. Hot water, 2 aircons,
3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms,
56sqw, Western kitchen,
car park, 24hr security,
1.2km from Heroine’s Monu-
ment. Email: pratup@hot
mail.com or LINE ID: h.pra
tup

HOT SALE
HOUSE IN RAWAI

2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms,
no pool. Price: 3.9 million
baht. Tel: 085-873 0117.

6-ROOM VILLA
4 MIN FROM BIS

Modern looking 1 floor, 6 rooms
and 18m pool. 387sqm living
space. Ideal home for British Intl
School family. View to offer. Lo-
cated in Koh Kaew. Tel: 087-891
7331 (English). Email: karen_
leongsk@yahoo.com.sg

NOTICE OF SALE
The company known as
Canvas Creations Co Ltd,
trading at Phuket Boat La-
goon, ID number 08355
43002257, will be transferred
to new owners on 1st Sep-
tember 2016. All creditors of
the company are hereby no-
tified to render in their de-
mands to the undersigned
prior to the transfer date, and
all persons indebted to the
company are required to
make immediate payment.
Any claim submitted after
the notice date will not be ac-
cepted by the new owners.
Muzza Nordstrand, Manag-
ing Director. Tel: 081-370
1600. Email: canvasphuket
@gmail.com

KATA BEACH BARGAIN

Two new 1-bedroom apart-
ments, 60sqm each, fully
quality furnished. Indoor
pool, suana, secured park-
ing. Low maintenance &
close to all facilities. Re-
duced from 3.2 to 2.5 mil-
lion baht now each. All to-
gether 4.5 million baht
(37,500 baht per sqm).
Contact Maurice: 081-788
8280 (English), Alicia: 095-
729 0826 (Thai). Email:
maurice.phuket@gmail.
com
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P R O P E R T Y  F O R  R E N T

ALL KINDS OF
WOOD WORK

Professional carpentry since
2005, specialized in wood work
for boat and house, teak deck-
ing, built-in furniture, office, res-
taurant renovation, concrete wa-
terproofing and more! Tel: 076-
243089, 081-968 3118, 081-271
3228. Fax: 076-319009. Email:
info@procarpentering.com

NEW POOL VILLA
IN PATONG

2 bedrooms, high quality, fully
furnished villa with pool & sepa-
rate Jacuzzi. Located in Central
Patong. For rent on monthly &
yearly basis. Yearly: 120,000
baht / month. Contact Ann. Tel:
081-597 6195. www.bukitpool
villas.com

BRAND NEW VILLA
THALANG

5-bedroom 5-bathroom 2-storey
villa, pool area, quiet location,
near PIA International School /
Thanyapura Hotel, long or short
term. Negotiable. Tel: 081-538
2110, 096-975 9628. Email:
karelyn1@optusnet.com.au

HOUSE FOR RENT
Boat Lagoon Phuket. 2 bed-
rooms, fully furnished. Email:
fon-daki@hotmail.com

VILLA, 5 MIN FROM
MARINA

2-bedroom villa for rent with 2
ensuite, covered car park, new
kitchen, fresh painted ward-
robes, new fridge. Available for
rent also as 4-bedroom house.
Located in  Ao Po. Tel: 081-537
1356, 090-868 0695. Email:
clem@wdrace.com

TOWNHOUSE
FOR RENT / SALE

Phuket townhouse, 3 bedrooms,
2 bathrooms, 3 aircons, car
park. Furnished, quiet locality.
Near Central Festival. Long term:
15,000 baht / month. Tel: 081-
719 7015 (English & Thai).
Email: jassarabee@gmail.com

CHALONG AREA
HOUSE

1-3 bedroom. Quiet area.
Fully furnished. Tel: 081-892
4311. http://palaigreen.weeb
ly.com

HOUSE FOR RENT
10MIN TO AIRPORT

2 bedrooms, living room, big
sala, garage, aircon, fast
internet. 20,000 baht/month.
Tel:  081-719 7015. Email: jy
fievet@gmail.com

KAMALA CONDO
FOR SALE OR RENT

1 bedroom, fully furnished, 2
swimming pools, gym, restau-
rant, tennis court, sauna, shuttle
bus to beach and town, parking,
24hr security. Rent: 18,000 baht
per month. Sale: foreign free-
hold, 3.9 million baht. Size 77.86
sqm. Please call 061-238 0155
(English). Email: paulajlaydon@
hotmail.com

SEAVIEW 2-BED APT
Patong. Fully furnished, pool,
kitchen, WiFi. 16,000 baht/
month. Email: bricothailand@
hotmail.com

APT FOR RENT
NAI HARN BEACH

125sqm. 2 bedrooms, 2
bathrooms, swimming pool.
55,000 baht / month for long
term. For more information,
please contact Nok. Tel: 081-
746 2777.

RAWAI - NAI HARN
VILLAS

Rent & sale. 1-6 bedroom,
suites for all budgets. Tel:
081-538 4588. Email: info@
purimasproperty.com, www.
purimasproperty.com

GREAT CONDO LOCATION
Long-term rent. DCondo Mine,
6th floor, new fully furnished, 2-
bedroom, 2-bathroom condo
with kitchen. 100m swimming
pool, gym, internet, 2 cable TVs,
3 aircons, washing machine,
parking, security. Close to all
shopping malls. 28,000 baht/
month. Located in Kathu. Please
call 081-893 9127 (English), 087-
886 7895 (Thai).

3-BEDROOM HOUSE
FOR RENT

40,000 baht. Quiet location
near Wat Chalong. 3 bed-
rooms. 4 bathrooms. Se-
cure small estate. Uninter-
rupted lake and mountain
views. Parking for three cars.
Swimming pool. Internet,
cable TV, pool maintenance,
gardener all included       in
price. Available until Novem-
ber 30th, 2016. Tel: 093-793
4258 (English), 085-696
0078 (Thai).

CONSTRUCTION,
MAINTENANCE

Construction, renovation,
maintenance, air-conditio-
ner service & installation,
pool service and mainte-
nance, electric surveys,
mold remediation. Kathu.
Visit our website or give us
a call for more information.
Tel: 083-394 8337 (English),
080-141 4577 (English &
Thai). Email: mattias@zion
property.com, Please visit
our  website at http://zionpro
perty.com

ARE YOU LOSING
MONEY?

Phuket's first full-service
vacation rental manage-
ment company run by ex-
perts from the hotel industry.
Introducing Lofty - do you
have any idea how much
your property could make
if managed properly? Con-
tact us for a free income
assessment! You will be
amazed. Patong. Tel: 092-
475 4984 (English), 084-926
6063 (Thai). Email: info@lof
typhuket.com

LOVELY APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

Please contact 081-539 9612,
087-633 1472. Email: chrispal
mer56@gmail.com For further
information, please see our
website at http://pukeyomef
c2.web.fc2.com/phuketcondo
rent.htm

PROPERTY
SERVICES

HOUSE FOR RENT

Quiet location on Chao Fa
West Road. Short / long-
term rental. 2 bedrooms, 2
bathrooms, shared pool,
cable TV, security camera.
Tel: 089-724 3669. Email:
nommon_n@hotmail.com

LARGE LUXURY ROOM

The Windmill Phuket Hotel
is offering rooms for monthly
rent. 50sqm with ensuite
marble bathroom. Electric-
ity, hot water, gym, swim-
ming pool, daily breakfast
and room cleaning is all in-
cluded for 30,000 baht /
month. Rawai / Nai Harn-
Yanui Beach. Please call
076-613860.

RAWAI SEA VIEW
CONDOMINIUM

Short / long-term rental. 1 &
2 bedroom apts, fully fur-
nished. Stunning sea view,
large swimming pool, lift.
Please call 093-574 2533.
Email: reservation@alma
liresidence.com

KRABI POOL VILLA
FOR RENT

New 200sqm villa, fully fur-
nished, pool, European kitchen.
25,000 baht/month. Ao Nang.
Tel: 081-720 5119. Email: cam
net@ymail.com
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BULLETINS

BUILDING
PRODUCTS &

SERVICES
PROPERTY MANAGER
Serviced apartment residence
seeks an experienced Property
Manager with good English for
40,000-50,000 baht. Thai and
Russian preferred. Send your re-
sume first. Cherng Talay. Tel:
081-272 2205 (English). Email:
all@casuarinashores. info

AUTOCAD COMPETENT
PERSON

We are looking for a person
who has experience in  AutoCAD
& some form of technical train-
ing. Your task is to calculate &
draw the under floor heating sys-
tems in existing house plans. We
will train you and it is an advan-
tage if you have a technical inter-
est & experience in house blue-
prints. Tel: 094-749 4571. Email:
rockcityphuket@yahoo.com

FITNESS TRAINER
Must have experience in fitness,
gym and training techniques
(Yoga, Mat, Pilates). Good En-
glish also required. Location in
Ao Yon, Cape Panwa. Tel: 082-
282 2532. Email: andaman
gypsea@yahoo.com

G E N E R A L
C L A S S I F I E D S

BUSINESS PRODUCTS & SERVICES

 J O B S  /  R E C R U I T M E N T

MATH TUTOR
For a Year 8 student to im-
prove for UK private school
admission standards. Ex-
pected 6-12 months work,
2x hours per week, 1.5 hour
per session. Home tuition in
Kathu. Must be employed
within educational institution,
with references and teach-
ing qualification. English
speaking, both Thai & expat
can apply. Supply hourly
rate; travel expenses also
considered. Email: morgani
ain@hotmail.com

REAL ESTATE AGENT /
PROPERTY CONSULTANT
We are looking for real estate
agent/property consultant with
good English to join our real es-
tate company (Chinese national
only). Tel: 093-575 5566. Please
send your resume to tati@the
houseproject.info

TEACHER WANTED
Home schooling, native English,
female, Monday-Friday, 9.00-
2.30pm, 3 children, 7-9 years
old. Salary 40,000 baht. Tel: 081-
343 0777. Email: montha_ phu
ket@yahoo.com

EXPERIENCED
SALES REPS

Outreach is all via email. No cold
calling. Must have minimum 5
years experience and be NES.
Located in Rawai. Email: lucy
greenway@punchagency.com

DIVING RELATED
DOMAINS

Diving related domains for sale:
divingkhaolak.com and diving
similans.com, Kata. Please call
076-284 580, 080-040 8805 (En-
glish). Email: stevenvanleeu
warden@yahoo.com

PATONG.COM DOMAIN
FOR SALE

Patong.com domain & website
for sale. 1.5 million baht. Tel:
+61-44-777 7077. Contact by
patongdotcom@hotmail.com

DEPARTMENT STORE
FOR SALE US$65

MILLION
We are the official brokers.
One of the oldest depart-
ment store in Bangkok. Area
is more than 5,616sqw (14
rai). Total usage space is
more than 30,000sqm. Tel:
093-539 6665.

LAUNDRY SERVICE
FOR SALE

Fully equipped. Very busy
operating laundry. Estab-
lished customer clients. Lo-
cated near Bangkok Phuket
Hospital. Good cash flow.
Good return on 170,000
baht investment. Ideal for
single or family business.
Bedroom and bathroom in-
cluded. Current owner will
help and train. Tel: 081-633
6149. Email: jaymurphy
800@yahoo.com

SIAM SUNSHINE
Construction. Renovation.
Shopfitting. Please call 063-
118 3839.

WANTED:
LIGHTING BUSINESS

Relocating to Phuket and
seriously looking for an exist-
ing lighting, electrical, lamps
business – supply, whole-
sale and retail. Any existing
such business owner willing
to sell, please contact us in
Kenya. Tel: +254-20-374
9559, +254-733-424 013,
+254-724-255 786. Email:
karim@powerinnovation
sltd.com Visit our website at
www.powerinnovationsltd.
com

BUILDING
RENOVATIONS

Villa constructions and reno-
vations. Electric works,
plumbing and maintenance.
Located in Kathu. For more
information, please call 076-
390539, 083-394 8337 (En-
glish), 080-141 4577 (Thai).
Email: mattias@zionpro
perty.com, www.zionproper
ty.com

BAR & RESTAURANT
FOR SALE

Amigo Bar & Restaurant for
sale! Soi Nanai, Patong.
Fully refurbished. Large bar
and kitchen with terrace.
Rent: 45,000 baht / month.
Sale: 1.8 million baht. Tel:
061-662 7071 (English &
Thai). Email: robbieabbott@
yahoo.co.uk
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G E N E R A L  A V I A T I O N

Classified ads are charged per line. Each line is 140 baht,

with a minimum of 4 lines (heading included) per ad.

All advertising must be paid for in advance.

Deadline for Property Gazette page: Friday 3 pm.

Deadline for all other ads: Saturday 12 noon.

 | _|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|  (heading)

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

Classified Advertisements

Please use this form to write your classified advertisement.

Then hand it to any of our agents.

W H E E L S  &
M O T O R S

BMW R1200RT, 2011
2012 model, registered Decem-
ber 2011, in two-tone silver spe-
cial colour. Full BMW service his-
tory, in nearly mint condition
apart from scuff mark on seat.
Many extras - crash bars etc.
80,000km but the bike is as new,
and is 100% mechanically. Call
or email for photos and more
info. Open to offers. Tel: 081-924
1760. Email: senna@cscoms.
com

CARS FOR RENT

Cars for rent + delivery ser-
vice. Tel: 081-607 8567.
Email: suksavat@hotmail.
com, www.phuket-carrent. net

CAR RENT
AT FAIR PRICES

Low season price, starts at
10,000 baht monthly. Daily
rental: 500 baht. Thalang.
Tel: 084-847 4377 (English),
093-760 6016.

2001 JAGUAR XJ8
FOR SALE

2001 Jaguar XJ8 3.2L. Ex-
cellent condition with only
80,000km. Full Sovereign
option. Priced to sell at
750,000 baht. Kathu. Tel:
098-671 8477 (English).
Email: richard@r-felton.com
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Making big dreams come true
By Nick Davies

PHUKET native Montree
Todtan is the CEO of the soon
to open Phuket Elephant
Sanctuary in Pa Khlok. The
sanctuary is a dedicated last
home for Asian elephants res-
cued and rehabilitated from
life in the captive elephant
tourism industry.

Now 46 years old, Mr
Montree grew up in Phuket
and after completing high
school went to Ramkamheang
University for three years be-
fore becoming a salesman.
His sales work took him
around the country and the
region to neighboring coun-
tries but when the economic
crash came it was time to re-
turn home and do something
different.

He opened the At Hill El-
ephant Camp on Nakkerd Hill
(Big Buddha Hill), offering el-
ephant trekking to tourists, but
things took a new course when
he wanted to retire one of the
elephants named Tub Tim
working at the camp in 2014.
That’s when he met Lek
Chailert, who operates the El-
ephant Nature Park in Chiang

Mai under the Save Elephant
Foundation.

Mr Montree spent time at the
sanctuary in Chiang Mai, learn-
ing more about how to look
after aging elephants, and the
pair teamed up.

“Elephants are just like
p e o p l e .
T h e y
sense who
has good
or bad in-
tentions.
Watching
the el-
ephants at
the sanc-
tuary has
given me
much more insight into the real
lives of elephants than when I
was operating the trekking
camp,” says Mr Montree.

Although elephants don’t
work in the logging industry
anymore, they still work very
hard and can develop health
problems over the years that
turn into painful disabilities. I
wanted to do give these hard-
working elephants a retirement
home where they could live out
the rest of their lives in peace,
just doing what elephants do,

says Mr Montree.
He says watching the

sanctuary’s first two elephants
familiarize themselves with
their new surroundings and
with each other is a delight.

“I could see that they were
not sure what to make of their

new home. At
first they were
hesitant and
seemed to be
worried that at
any moment
they would be
called back to
work by their
keepers, but af-
ter a few weeks,
they seemed to

realize that they were now re-
tired and were free to enjoy
their new surroundings. It’s
wonderful to watch them enjoy-
ing each other’s company and
the natural surroundings of the
sanctuary.”

Elephants usually work un-
til they are about 60 years old
and can live as long as 100
years but taking an elephant to
the sanctuary depends prima-
rily on their health he said.

‘We buy elephants that are
ready for retirement from their

existing owner. Most of the
funding to look after the el-
ephants comes from donors and
through the Save Elephant
Foundation as well as the
EARS Asia foundation.

Last weekend we were over-
joyed to welcome our very first
elephants Madee and Kannika
to their new home with us
here at the Phuket El-
ephant Sanctuary.

“I’m very proud to
free them today.

‘It’s wonderful to watch
them [the elephants] enjoy-
ing each other’s company
and the natural surround-
ings of the sanctuary’– Montree Todtan

CEO of Phuket Elephant

This is my dream. My dream
for a long time… We look for-
ward to making many more
dreams come true for the el-
ephants and all of us here at
Phuket Elephant Sanctuary.”
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