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‘MAJORITY OF SEXUALLY ACTIVE PEOPLE HAVE CONTRACTED HPV’

Nora Galgoczy contracted a strand of HPV that led to cervical cancer. By chance she caught it in
time, but even then she had about a 50 per cent chance of dying from it. Photo: Richard Wonka

By Isaac Stone Simonelli

THE months leading up to July 2015 were
the self-described happiest times of Nora
Galgoczy’s life. The 29-year-old Hungar-
ian expat was freediving, climbing and in
love. She also had cervical cancer, but she
didn’t know it.

“I expected that I would feel some-
thing: something odd, something bad or
just something. I thought cancer didn’t
attack people like me,” Ms Galgoczy ex-
plained the Gazette, just weeks after being
given the ‘all clear’ by doctors – follow-
ing six months of physical, mental and
emotional trauma.

Worldwide, cervical cancer is the
fourth most frequent cancer in women,
with an estimated 530,000 new cases in
2012. The World Health Organization
(WHO) estimates that there are more than
270,000 deaths from cervical cancer ev-
ery year, reported .

In 2012, the mortality rate from cervi-
cal cancer was 52 per cent; that’s worse
odds than a coin flip. It didn’t take long
for Ms Galgoczy and her partner to rec-
ognize this fact; though coming to terms
with it took much longer.

“We [Ms Galgoczy and her partner]
were just sitting on the balcony, and try-
ing to figure out what to do today…

Continued on Pages 4-5

‘Teens’ attack
French expat
POLICE are hunting for two
men who mugged a 70-year-
old French woman as she was
riding a bicycle along Lay
Pang Beach this week.

Martine Delaloy was
riding her bicycle along the
beach when two suspects
drove past her on a motorbike
and snatched her bag, caus-
ing her to fall.

Full story Page 3
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Governor cracks
down on Kathu
drug pushers

A stink about Phi Phi Don’s untreated wastewater was raised after it was revealed that about
1,800 cubic meters of wastewater was produced on the island each day, but only 300 cubic
meters could be handled by the Wastewater Collection and Constructed Wetland System in
place. About 83 per cent of wastewater on the popular tourist island is flowing directly into the
ocean untreated. For the full story, visit PhuketGazette.net. Photo: Jeremie Schatz.

Navy officer
charged with
armed robbery

Social media
not reliable for
tsunami alerts

American man
found dead in
Patong room

POLICE arrested a Royal Thai
Navy officer on March 2 for the
armed robbery of a Phuket
Town bank.

The suspect, petty officer
Sahapracha Chadawong, alleg-
edly made off with about
470,000 baht from the
Krungthai Bank branch on
Sakdidet Road on February 26.

After threatening a bank
teller with a firearm and exit-
ing the building, the suspect
fired one shot into the air, then
fled on a motorbike.

Mr Sahapracha was hit with
a slew of charges: theft with a
firearm, illegal possession of a
firearm and ammunition, carry-
ing a firearm in public without
permission, discharging a fire-
arm in public without
permission and using a vehicle
to evade arrest.

– Kritsada Mueanhawong

POLICE are looking into the
authenticity of a handwritten
letter found in the room of a
Patong hotel where the
body of a 26-year-old Ameri-
can man was discovered on
March 5.

The body of Nathan D
House was discovered by  the
hotel’s housekeeping staff.

The letter, placed on a table
in the room, requested that he

THE proposed project to offer
a speedboat shuttle service
from Phuket International Air-
port to Patong has passed the
Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA), confirmed the gov-
ernor on March 2.

In November last year, a
25-million-baht budget was ap-
proved for the airport pier
project, which will allow tour-
ists to take boats along the west
coast to Patong. The budget for
the project was tabled in 2013
by then-Phuket Marine Office
Chief Phuripat Theerakulpisut.
Mr Phuripat was transferred off
the island to Nonthaburi Prov-
ince on February 26.

– Chutharat Plerin

DRUG dealers and users in
Kathu are feeling the heat with
the latest crackdown ordered by
the Phuket governor.

There are drug dealers at
large and addicts that need to
be cured, said Phuket Governor
Chamroen Tipayapongtada at
the Kathu District Office on
March 1.

Governor Chamroen said
drug abuse is spreading like a
disease through society and
needs to be nipped in the bud
by focusing the campaign on
youngsters.

The crackdown includes
more surveillance of parks, and
other places – such as liquor
stores – suspected by authorities
of being drug-supply points.

– Sukawin Tanthavanich

KRABI officials are asking
the public not to panic after a
monkey at a popular tourist
area was found to be infected
with the dengue-like virus
Chikungunya.

The discovery of the in-
fected primates was made
after standard testing was
done by the Department of
National Parks, Wildlife and
Plant Conservation, which
routinely tests sample popu-
lations to monitor the
monkeys’ health.

The virus in not able to be
transmitted from monkeys to
humans and can only be con-
tracted via a mosquito bite.

– Kritsada Mueanhawong

OFFICIALS are warning the
public not to rely too heavily
on social media when it comes
to earthquake and tsunami
warnings.

There are currently 40 seis-
mometers throughout the
Kingdom, which alert the Na-
tional Disaster Warning Center
(NDWC) in Bangkok of any
seismic activity in the area, con-
firmed Deputy Director-General
of the Meteorological Depart-
ment Burin Wechbunthung.

Mr Burin spoke on the sub-
ject in Phuket on March 4 during

POLICE apprehended a Chi-
nese man in Phuket in connec-
tion with the attempted robbery
of a gun shop in Bangkok on
March 4.

Police tracked down Su Su,
29, at a residence in Paklok on
March 5 after it was revealed
that he had registered a SIM
card found on one of the rob-
bery suspects in Bangkok.

Police did not immediately
confirm whether he has any
direct involvement in the
matter.

Mr Su was handed over to
Tourist Police and Immigration
Police officers, who escorted
him to Bangkok for further

Phuripat’s boat
to plane project
passes EIA

Gunman’s SIM
card prompts
arrest in Phuket

Daily flow of untreated
sewage pollutes Phi Phi

questioning.
Mr Su’s visa has been can-

celled and he is awaiting
deportation.

– Chutharat Plerin

not be resuscitated and men-
tioned that there was no foul
play in his death.

Police said they found no
signs of a struggle or evidence
that the room had been ran-
sacked, but continue to
investigate the case while they
attempt to determine the au-
thenticity of the note.

Mr House’s body was taken
to Patong Hospital for further
examination and to determine
the cause of death.

– Kritsada Mueanhawong

a seminar on how to handle tsu-
nami and earthquake warnings in
the Andaman provinces.

Those who wish to keep in-
formed on local seismic
activity, or have general ques-
tions, can contact the NDWC
hotline at 192 or the Meteoro-
logical Department at 076-225
974.

– Sukawin Tanthavanich

Chikungunya
virus found in
Krabi monkey

Marine experts
unable to ID
jellyfish species
A PHUKET diver photo-
graphed what he believed to be
a box jellyfish while diving off
of Kata Beach on February 28.

The photo was supplied to
the Department of Marine and
Coastal Resources (DMCR)
Region 5. However, experts
have yet to confirm the exact
species.

Jellyfish stings can be ex-
tremely painful and potentially
deadly. Of the 36 different box
jellyfish species, nine are poi-
sonous to varying degrees.

– Chutharat Plerin
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Ms Delaloy was riding her bicycle back to her hotel in Layan when she was mugged. Photo: Winai Sarot

THANKS to the generosity of
nearly 20 blood donors in
Phuket, an American teacher is
now out of danger and recov-
ering from a second operation.

Chonita Michelle Cleary, 24,
and two of her friends were in-
volved in a collision with a taxi
on February 29.

The Phuket Regional Blood
Center issued an urgent call for
O-negative blood so that doctors
at Bangkok Hospital Phuket
could perform emergency sur-
gery on Ms Cleary’s pelvis.

“Ms Clearly had her second
surgery on Monday and she is
now recovering. She is fully
conscious but in pain after the
operation,” said a Bangkok
Hospital Phuket staffer, who
preferred not to be named.

– Chutharat Plerin

By Winai Sarot

PHUKET police are hunting
for two men who mugged a 70-
year-old French woman as she
was riding a bicycle along Lay
Pang Beach on March 7.

Martine Delaloy was riding
her bicycle at about 5pm from
Bang Tao to Lay Pang, back to
Layan where she was staying,
when two suspects, thought to
be teenagers, drove past her on
a motorbike and snatched her
bag, causing her to fall.

“When we arrived, we found
locals giving first aid to Ms
Delaloy, who suffered injuries
to her face and leg,” said Capt
Virot Choomkaew of the
Cherng Talay Police. “The two
suspects were able to flee the
scene.”

Ms Delaloy, who is on her
fifth visit to Phuket in the last
five years, was taken to
Thalang Hospital for treatment
of minor injuries.

The thieves escaped with
about 500 baht cash, a mobile

French pensioner mugged
riding bike along Lay Pang

phone and other items in her bag.
Police have checked CCTV

cameras in the area and have
been unable to clearly identify
the suspects.

Ms Cleary was badly injured in a
car collision. Photo: Winai Sarot

They will continue with
their investigation by ques-
tioning locals or any other
witnesses to the crime, as well
as check CCTV cameras in

surrounding areas.
“We are working very dili-

gently to capture the suspects
as soon as possible,” said Capt
Virot.

Teacher saved
by O-negative
blood donors
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Talking

‘ People are ashamed
to talk about it… But it is
important to talk about
it, because people still
think it can’t happen to

them, like I did’

Phuket lawyers, accountants to be
targeted for enabling nominees

Minister Kobkarn speaks to the
press. Photo: Phuket PR

From page 1

…And I remembered that there
was the health checkup pack-
ages at the hospital and said,
‘let’s do that’. It would be fun
to have a paper stating that we
were both healthy. It was not
necessarily a joke, but it wasn’t
entirely serious. It was about
STDs [sexually transmitted dis-
eases] and stuff,” Ms Galgoczy
said.

It was a fairly new relation-
ship and the couple hadn’t had
‘the’ conversation about STDs
yet. They headed to Phuket In-
ternational Hospital for the
routine checkup.

While figuring out which
checkup to get, Ms Galgoczy
spotted one that included some
tests that would
also check for
cancers. She
thought, why
not?

“It was basi-
cally just to get
that out of the
way. I had no
idea or antici-
pated results
coming back
positive,” Ms
Galgoczy said.
However, the
tests came
back with
markers for the
STD Human
papillomavirus
(HPV), which
is the cause of
70 per cent of
all cases of cer-
vical cancer.

“I was con-
cerned when I
got the blood test, but my part-
ner quickly did the research, and
said that basically everyone has
it,” said Ms Galgoczy. “I was
nervous, but thought it [getting
cancer] couldn’t happen to me.
It could happen to other people,
but not me. I was just going to
go back, get more tests done and
find out that it was just a scare.”

It wasn’t.
“The doctor had worry on

his face, and I saw it. We sat
down and he came up with all
these pictures. ‘This is what is
happening to you,’ he ex-
plained. Then he said the word
‘cancer’ and I blanked a bit,”
Ms Galgoczy said.

After further testing, the
doctor informed Ms Galgoczy
that she very likely had Stage 3
cervical cancer.

“I thought I might die. Not
for a long time, but I did think
I might die. Then I thought I’ll
live. I knew it will be a hell of
a ride, but I will live. Then I
thought I won’t die, but I won’t
really live either… I thought of
chemo, surgeries, hospital life,
always on drugs and so on,” Ms
Galgoczy said in a post on
Facebook that was, in fact, a
call for action. “There is an
epidemic of cervical cancer in
women and very few people are
talking about it.”

There are more than 100
strains of HPV, with two types
(16 and 18) of the STD being
linked directly with cervical
cancer. The virus itself is as
common as the common cold.
If you’re sexually active, you

most likely
have it or have
had it, but that
hasn’t stopped
the stigma.

HPV is
mainly trans-
mitted through
sexual contact
and most
people are in-
fected with
HPV shortly
after the onset
of sexual activ-
ity, reports
WHO. How-
ever, it could
take up to 15 to
20 years for an
HPV-16 or
H P V - 1 8
infected indi-
vidual with a
healthy im-
mune system
to develop cer-

vical cancer. Strains of HPV are
also connected to cancers of the
anus, vulva, vagina and penis.

“People are ashamed to talk
about it. First of all, I had cer-
vical cancer. That’s your female
parts; that’s not something you
want to talk about in any kind
of setting, not in the sense that
my female parts are so un-
healthy that they have to be
removed. It’s not a nice thing
to admit to yourself, to go
through with your partner and
then to talk about,” Ms
Galgoczy said. “But it is impor-
tant to talk about it, because
people still think it can’t hap-
pen to them, like I did. Every
time you hear someone’s story,
it gives you a little nudge in the
right direction and maybe this
time someone hears it, and it

OFFICIALS will be investigat-
ing legal firms and accounting
offices connected with busi-
nesses suspected of using Thai
nominee shareholders to cir-
cumvent laws prohibiting for-
eigners from owning more than
49 per cent of a company within
the Kingdom.

“We will be looking at
whether or not certain lawyers
and accountants are providing
transparent services for foreign
investors. Foreigners are not
able to set up Thai nominee
companies on their own – there
are without a doubt complicit
professionals,” Tourism and
Sports Minister Kobkarn
Wattanavrangkul said during a
meeting in Phuket on Monday.
“This is something we must
look into, in addition to the
regular reviews of companies’
finances.”

In November, the Phuket
Business Development Office
(BDO) identified more than

3,000 companies that failed to
submit their annual financial
report. The majority of them
had foreign shareholders,
which raised the question of
whether or not they were ille-
gally using Thai citizens as
‘fake’ shareholders.

“Though we have yet to
make any arrests following the
identification of the compa-
nies, it does not mean that there
are no nominee businesses op-
erating on the island,” said

Phuket BDO Chief Nimit
Kangkajit.

“Foreign investment is a
very good thing for Phuket. It
promotes higher employment
rates, financial development
and economic flow. However,
these investors must comply
with Thai law.”

The majority of investment
in Phuket is currently coming
from the British Virgin Islands.
The amount of cash flowing in
from the well-known tax haven
is followed by investment from
England, Hong Kong, Russia,
Malaysia and China respec-
tively.

Ms Kobkarn confirmed to
meeting attendees that a com-
mittee has been set up to strictly
monitor the behavior of both
existing and new businesses
regarding the use of Thai nomi-
nees. However, she did not
reveal any details on exactly
how this was being done.

– Kongleaphy Keam
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taboo: cervical cancer

HPV causes 70 per cent of cervical cancer cases. Photo (left): Richard Wonka. Above: CDC.gov

will be the last final push to get
them checked.”

The stigma surrounding cer-
vical cancer isn’t just the fact
that it is about a part of the body
not discussed by ‘polite soci-
ety’, it’s also the direct
connection to an STD, and the
general public’s ignorance
about the commonness of HPV.

Adding to the stigma is the
fact that the contraction of an
STD comes with the assump-
tion that an individual failed to
have ‘safe sex’. However, HPV
is so common because there are
no fool-proof, safe-sex options.
The proper use of a condom
isn’t totally effective. In fact,
penetration isn’t necessary for
the transmission of the virus.

“The root of the STD stigma
is the gender-based, double
standard of sexual morality:
male social status typically in-
creases as their number of
sexual partners increases,
whereas female social status
typically decreases. As a soci-
ety, we still place a high value
on female virginity/chastity and
on male sexual conquests,”
Adina Nack, a senior research
fellow for the Council on Con-
temporary Families and author
of Damaged Goods? Women
Living with Incurable STDs,
explained in an email to The
Daily Beast back in 2014. “My
research found that infected
women most often used the
word ‘dirty’ to describe how
they felt after receiving an STD
diagnosis.”

All forms of sexual activity

have risk of HPV, which is
something that needs to be em-
braced by both genders,
explained Mildred Chernofsky,
gynecologic oncologist at the
Sibley Center for Gynecologic
Oncology and Advanced Pelvic
Surgery.

“Thus the message is for
women to get regular checkups
and co-testing with the Pap [Pa-
panicolaou] and HPV tests for

women 30 and over every five
years,” Dr Chernofsky told A
Woman’s Health. “Girls and
boys, ages 9 to 11 should get
the HPV vaccine, as well as
men and women up to age 26.
The vaccine has greater effi-
cacy when received at an early
age when sexual activity has
not yet begun, but there is still
some benefit in people up to
age 26, even if sexual activity

has started.”
The need to get tested is ex-

actly what made Ms Galgoczy
face fears of being ostracized
due the stigma surround HPV
and cervical cancer.

“I hated people seeing me
like that [incredibly weak]. I
felt pitied. People came around
to sympathize, but they didn’t
get it. They didn’t get
checked,” said Ms Galgoczy.

“When they came around, they
thought, ‘poor thing’. But they
thought they were different.”

On February 18, Ms
Galgoczy was declared cancer
free. However, she didn’t do
anything special to beat can-
cer. She got lucky, which
made the process all that
much harder.

“A coincidental check-up
saved my life and I am really
sad that it was not a conscious
decision from being aware of
the dangers. It was pure luck
and nothing else. I was totally
stupid. And I am aware that
there are other stupid people
around me and around you,”
Ms Galgoczy said.

“So, please take a moment
to remind your friends, family
and loved ones to get their tests
done and get the vaccination,
if there is one, without delay
and talk loudly about their
cases if they were diagnosed,
as there is no shame in this,
only responsibility to raise
awareness so others can avoid
making mistakes.

“I became a hero because I
beat cancer; I was an inspira-
tion for those still fighting
cancer, giving them hope. But
that’s not the point. It’s about
prevention. It’s about people
realizing they aren’t different.
Even if they don’t smoke, that
doesn’t mean it can’t happen.
It’s about people taking preven-
tative measures and not waiting
until it’s too late. Had I waited
two more months, it could have
been too late for me.”
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Unless bald or in the military, most
people have changed their haircuts
over the span of a decade. Not
‘Phuket’s Jet-ski Champion’ former-
Phuket Marine Office Chief Phuripat
Theerakulpisut. However, he did
change his name. In the March 11-
17, 2006 issue of the Phuket Gazette,
Mr Phuripat was still using the name
Surin Theerapkulpisut as he ques-
tioned whether or not regulations to
allow people with foreign captains’
licenses to skipper Thai-registered
sailboats under 16 meters was really
what was best for Thais and Thailand.

“The government has done
enough to support foreigners in the
marine industry: taxes on yachts
have been cut to zero per cent.
Maybe the government believes that
the marine industry boosts employ-
ment or enhances economic growth.
I doubt that it does,” Mr Phuripat
said, long before he stepped aboard
the superyacht chartering licence
bandwagon. “I don’t hate foreign-
ers and I am not against a free and
open economy. Nor do I oppose
commerce, but the Thai government

ought to prioritize what
is of real benefit to Thai
people.”

Mr Phuripat was
transferred out of
Phuket to landlocked
Nonthaburi Province
Marine Office late last month. Whether
or not this will change the direction of
the Phuket Marine Office, which is also
in charge of regulations for the island’s
jet-skis, is still unclear, as a new chief
has yet to take up the mantle.

Not surprisingly, Mr Surin’s hair-
cut was not page-one quality news
back in 2006  and though it is a classy
look, it still hasn’t made the cut. Tak-
ing the front page of the Gazette in
the March 11-17 issue was the survival
of an Australian woman who was
adrift at sea in a dingy for four days.

Dominique Coourteille, 57, was
heading back on her yacht when her
dinghy ran out of fuel. A combination
of high winds and abnormally-strong
currents swept the boat out to sea. Her
fellow sailors were still on shore, leav-
ing no one to call to as the current
pushed her past the yacht; she wasn’t

strong enough to
paddle to safety.

Contemplating
death, Ms Courteille
wrote on the
dinghy’s sides, “I did
not commit suicide!

It was an accident with the engine that
sent me off into the blue. I am very sad
to die because I would have loved to
see you live. I’m astonished that no one
has come looking for me, because I’m
three miles from the island and, after
that, nothing. I love you all. Think of
me from time to time while dropping
flowers in the water.”

Ms Courteille’s survival of such an
ordeal – alone in just a dingy without
provisions or shelter from the sun – is
incredible. Though less incredible, but
staggeringly coincidental, four foreign-
ers, who were adrift in their sailing yacht
for five days last month, were rescued
– almost 10 years later, on the dot.

The Canadian and British sailors
were aboard the Malaysian-flagged
yacht Kiss when the engine stopped
working. Shortly thereafter, the lead
mast on the boat cracked, followed by

the sail ripping after it was hoisted up
a secondary mast. Such a series of
mishaps is significantly worse luck
than your dingy simply running out of
fuel. However, at least they were to-
gether and had provisions and shelter.

Jumping into the Phuket ‘Time Ma-
chine’ we dive even further into the
history books of the island, finding
ourselves in a time when dragons still
romped across the tropical paradise.

Patana Saelim brought a reporter
from Siang Tai Daily to witness evi-
dence of the footprint that a dragon
left on the roof of a friend’s pickup
truck, reported the Gazette. The ab-
bot of Wat Naka, Pra Boonsri, when
consulted about the mythical appear-
ance, refused to rule out a dragon. The
man with the dragon-footprint truck
vowed to not wash the vehicle until
all traces of the dragon’s presence
were gone from it naturally.

Now, 10 years later, it is safe to as-
sume that the man has gotten around
to washing his truck, just as the man
formally known as Mr Surin has fi-
nally been swept from our shores.

– Isaac Stone Simonelli



PHUKET GAZETTE 7March 12-18, 2016

Looking for a place to stay?
See more classified ads at www.phuketgazette.net

Police charge
engineer for
commuter boat
blast in capital

Four shot dead
in 24 hours of
violence in south

Fitness club
sues AMLO
for B100mn

POLICE have charged an engi-
neer over the Klong Saen Saeb
commuter boat blast in
Bangkok that injured 71 people
on March 5.

Kawin Sakaojit, 42, was
charged with recklessness lead-
ing to the serious injury of others.

Police charged Mr Kawin be-
cause he installed the liquefied
natural gas (LNG) system sus-
pected of causing the explosion.

Kawin denied responsibility.
“I have provided such instal-

lations for boats for more than
eight years already. I am not in
charge of procuring the LNG
tanks. I am just in charge of the
installations of the system,” he
said.

FOUR people have been
gunned down in Thailand’s
southernmost provinces in 24-
hours of violence that included
the murder of a Buddhist rub-
ber tapper whose corpse was
then set alight on March 3.

The deaths come during a
recent uptick in violence after
months of relative calm in a re-
gion where more than 6,500

people – the majority civilians
– have been killed since a re-
bellion against Thai rule
reignited in 2004.

ANTI-MONEY Laundering
Office (AMLO) Chief Sihanart
Prayoonrat says the 100 mil-
lion baht defamation lawsuit
filed against the office and
himself will not affect the
agency’s investigation into
California WOW Xperience
(CAWOW) fitness clubs.

The AMLO publicly an-

Germany backs
child protection
in Pattaya
THE German government has
donated about 2.4 million baht
to a children’s rights non-gov-
ernment group in Pattaya.

German Ambassador Peter

Prugel handed the check to Hu-
man Help Network Foundation
Thailand to help fund its ‘Pro-
motion and Protection of
Children’s Rights’ project. The
foundation, which opened in
2008, aims to fight trafficking
and abuse, as well as help chil-
dren in desperate need.

nounced the facts of the inves-
tigation to protect consumers’
rights, including people who
bought memberships at
CAWOW branches that subse-
quently closed, explained Col
Sihanart.

CAWOW founder and
former chief executive Eric
Levine claimed in a declaration
that the Securities and Ex-
change Commission didn’t find
any evidence of wrongdoings
and the fact that the Department
of Special Investigation
dropped the investigation re-
quest by AMLO as proof of
innocence.

Hospitals hit
for wrongly
charging for
emergency care
A PRIVATE hospital that de-
manded 170,000 baht deposit
before treating a critically ill
patient was in violation of a
policy that requires the hospi-
tal to provide free emergency
medical services for all
healthcare plans, the Network
of Medical Malpractice Victims
revealed on March 1.

Network chairwoman
Preeyanan Lorsermwattana said
her group had received com-
plaints from patients’ relatives
about hospitals demanding
money despite the Emergency
Claim Online (EMCO) policy
requirement that the first 72
hours of emergency medical
treatment must be free.
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Do you have an opinion to voice?
Email Editor@PhuketGazette.net

No longer feeling
safe after 20 years

Re: French pensioner mugged
by Phuket ‘teenage’ thugs,
March 8

My mother at age 83 has fi-
nally decided that Phuket is too
risky for her after spending
two, four-week holidays on av-
erage for the past 20 years.

She still goes to Chiang Mai
once per year and feels more
safe there.

James H Miller
Facebook

Anchoring on coral
a yearly occurrence

Re: Boat owner gets warning
for coral damage, March 7

Did a lot of diving at Nai Harn
Beach, Yacht Club end, and ev-
ery now and then in the high
season, a yachtie would set his
anchor right on top of the corals

Re: Public asked not to rely on
social media for tsunami warn-
ings, March 5

Having 40 seismometers is
one thing, but are they all work-
ing? And even if they are
operative, how does the mes-
sage get across to the people
who need to hear it, as the au-
thorities readily admitted that
their reaction was slow – there-
fore: social media is the only
way – unless you can reliably
and more predictably better it.

It’s all very nice to sit in his
cozy office and dish out redun-
dant advise, but Mr Burin
seems to ignore that there are
many repeat tourists here who
witnessed the Indian Ocean
Tsunami.

And, since then, nothing was
done to instill confidence that
the next tsunami warning
would be more professionally
managed, though they’ve had
plenty of time and resources.

Michael Pohl
Facebook

No money for what
seems to be crucial

Re: Phi Phi Island releases
83% of wastewater untreated,
March 3

There is something very se-
riously wrong with the role in
financing projects in Phuket
and the surrounding area for the
government.

No money for cleaning up
Phi Phi island, corruption in the
daily takings in the national
park, whilst spending 40 mil-
lion baht on a concrete box full
of photos and wanting to spend

Technology is not always reliable

25mn baht on a speed boat from
the airport to Patong?

Harry
Gazette forum

Herding people like
cattle to safety zones

Re: Opinion: Time for a jet-ski-
free Phuket, March 6

The sooner they (jet-skis)
are gone, then the sooner the
beaches will be safer for all.

Herding people like cattle
into safe zones; all this does is
make it easy for the criminals,
as all the people are crowded
together.

The sea is dangerous for all.
Everyone has been saying this
for years. The only people that
want them are the pirates that
run them and the people they
pay to stay there.

Simon Lomas
Facebook

Coral thrives where
laws are enforced

Re: Krabi police scoop up reef
thieves, March 5

Can coral be returned
quickly to the sea?

I was very sad when scuba
diving around Phuket to see all
of the destruction of the coral
beds by boat anchors and was
very surprised by the beautiful
water, but ugly torn up (and sto-
len) sea floor.

In the Red Sea in Israel,
there are beautiful coral beds
because you will go to prison
if you damage them!

William Moynihan
Facebook

even though the seabed is clearly
visible from a boat’s bow at only
about 8-12 meters of water.

And there is a lot of space
along this beach with good
holding sandy ground.

Ernst Ruetimann – Trang
Gazette forum

Pushing Phuket for
preventative care

WE HOPE that Nora Galgoczy speaking openly about con-
tracting the incredibly common sexually transmitted disease
Human papillomavirus (HPV) and her subsequent battle with
cervical cancer will inspire at least some of our readers to
take a more proactive approach in preventing the life-threat-
ening or debilitating medical conditions out there that are
largely preventable, thanks to modern medicine.

Ms Galgoczy’s case is an example of how Phuket’s rela-
tively low-cost preventative medical services can also help
save the lives of young and middle-aged people, at least
those who are wise enough to make a modest investment
in screening packages and other preventative measures
available on the island.

Ms Galgoczy’s sensible decision to get tested for the HPV
virus at the age of 29 was the single act that led to her beat-
ing cervical cancer. In about 70 per cent of cervical cancer
cases, the cause is HPV, which can be contracted despite us-
ing condoms or avoiding penetration during sexual
encounters. Most people reading this will have contracted
HPV at least at one point if not many times during their lives.

The good news is that an effective childhood vaccine against
HPV is available at very a reasonable cost. Sadly, many par-
ents fail to immunize their children before the onset of
puberty, when it is most effective. Rather, many choose to
buy their children electronic gadgets and high-sugar treats
that put their kids’ future health and well-being at risk in
ways we can only begin to imagine.

Even sadder are parents who fall for pseudoscientific con-
spiracy theories, such as the completely discounted notion that
‘vaccines cause autism’, and put their children at risk by failing
to immunize them against not only HPV, but a host of other
potentially fatal diseases. Like any medical procedure, immuni-
zations are not completely without risk. However, the benefits
of getting children vaccinated against HPV far outweigh the
risks and offer this young generation the possibility of a lifetime
free of HPV and all the serious health risks that go with it.

We hope more Phuket residents and tourists will take bet-
ter advantage of the preventative medical procedures on offer
on the island, for as the old adage goes: an ounce of preven-
tion is worth a pound of cure.
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Words from the Wise

“There’s a big, wonderful world out there
for you. It belongs to you. It’s exciting and
stimulating and rewarding. Don’t cheat
yourselves out of this promise.”

– Nancy Reagan

“Clouds come floating into my life, no
longer to carry rain or usher storm, but to
add color to my sunset sky.”
                                           – Rabindranath Tagore

Never be afraid to reach out and ask for help. Photo: Sabbian Paine

Sirigate Apirat is the
project secretary of the
Office of Transport and
Traffic Policy and Planning
(OTPP). He earned his
Bachelor ’s degree in
Business Administration
from Ramkhamhaeng
University and has been
serving as an analyst at

the OTPP since 1995.
    Here he talks about the issues and benefits of
the proposed light rail system on Phuket.

Island of lost souls
By Debbie Adams

THE recent death of American
national Nathan D House is just
one of many incidents in which
people travel to this tropical
paradise to end their lives.

Though the death of Mr
House is still under investigation,
the note he supposedly left be-
hind, as well as a website under
his name detailing his well-ar-
ticulated thoughts surrounding
the topic of the right to die, left
little to the imagination.

Mr House’s death comes
two weeks before the one-year-
mark of the death of
21-year-old British national
Liam Colven, who hired a taxi
to take him from his hotel in
Bang Tao to the Thalang
Shooting Range last year,
where he turned a gun on him-
self less than 24-hours after his
arrival on the island.

It is hard to imagine why any-
one would want to end their life,
unless you are in their situation
– not to mention that mental ill-
ness is severely overlooked in
most cultures and cases.

To lose someone is devastat-
ing. To lose someone via suicide
even more so. However, to lose
someone via suicide while they
are in a different country must
be absolutely excruciating.

Not only do family members
have to grieve the death of their
loved one, they are also forced

to deal with embassies, police
and body expropriation, all
through a country that most
likely speaks another language
and has different customs and
legal issues to deal with.

Recently the Gazette pub-
lished an article that highlighted
the need for families to make
sure that their children are men-
tally prepared to travel alone.

“Families must ensure that
their children have had enough
exposure or street smarts to
handle themselves in unfamiliar
situations when sending them out
to face the world, so to speak. If
your child has never seen the
outside of his or her college or
home town before an adventure
in Thailand, is it a wild leap of
the imagination to say that there
is a chance they may not fare
well,” the article says.

Therefore, if there are signs
that a loved one may be de-
pressed or contemplating
suicide, or is just not mature
enough to travel solo, it may be
a cause for concern if they plan
a trip abroad alone.

In the meantime, be safe, be
alert and never be afraid to reach
out to someone and ask for help.

PHUKET’S light rail system
will be the first of its kind out-
side of the Greater Bangkok
area.

During construction, there
will certainly be some bottle-
necks as far as traffic is
concerned. However, we have
already prepared plans to
lessen or avoid potential traf-
fic congestion as much as we
can.

Some people are concerned
about rumors that we will be
using existing lanes to build the
light rail, causing more traffic
than necessary. However, there
are no lane closures proposed
at all.

The light rail system is set
to be situated on medians.
Nonetheless, in some areas it
will be necessary for the rail to
run alongside the road lanes.

For areas like Thalang,
there is no need for concern
where the light rail will run.
Though it will have to cross
lanes at some sections, we
have very carefully decided at
which locations it will do so,
and will construct barriers and
crossing arms to avoid
accidents.

Recently we have been
asked to reconsider the cross-
ings and to build underpasses
for vehicles, so as to avoid
crossing accidents. We are cur-
rently revising plans on that
front.

Nevertheless, in town, I re-
alize it will require careful
management to avoid accidents
during the initial phases, as
Phuket is the first province to
have public rail transportation
that runs alongside traffic in
Thailand.

However, it is not impos-
sible to manage – many
countries use this system al-
ready. It is also much more
environmentally friendly.

The OTPP aims to provide
locals and expats knowledge of
the light rail’s benefits by hold-
ing a conference or community
meeting, as well as to try and
change the behavior of people
on the roads.

We have researched tram
technology in cities like
Amsterdam where it has been
successfully implemented.
But, due to the large numbers
of motorbikes in Phuket,
which is not like many other
cites abroad, we have to adapt
the technology to the local
environment.

For example, during the ini-
tial phases of light rail usage,
there will be many barriers
along the road to avoid acci-
dents. However, locals could
adapt the way that they travel
to work, either by taking pub-
lic transportation, or by using
alternate routes.

We eventually would like to
see vehicles banned from park-
ing along the roadside in some
areas, such as the Heroines’
Monument and the proposed

Koh Kaew Station, which is
one of the most traffic-heavy
areas along the route.

We also plan on building
more parking spaces at places
like the airport and Chalong
Circle.

The reason we chose to
build a light rail instead of
something similar to the
Bangkok Transit System is
because Phuket is a holiday
destination with scenery and
old town heritage, and to have
the public rail system highly
visible would not be suitable
for the island.

The OTPP is now awaiting
the finalized plans of the new
road crossings, after which we
will submit all documents for
the Environmental Impact As-
sessment (EIA). We expect all
of that to be done by April.

Once the EIA has been sub-
mitted, it will take about one
year to be approved. Once this
happens, construction can
begin.

So we ask the people of
Phuket to please be patient
throughout the entire process,
because in the end, it will bring
several advantages such as a bet-
ter quality of life and a cleaner
environment for everyone.

Who’s responsible for Koh Sireh construction?
THE construction of drainage
holes on the way from Phuket
Town to Koh Sireh is very
dangerous. There are no clear
signs showing there is con-
struction ahead, and at night,
the area is not very well lit at
all. I believe it’s the law to have
these things in place.

I think there have been at
least four deaths in the area.
We need help from those who
are responsible for signage
and lighting at the construc-
tion site.

Rassada Mayor Phudit
Raksarat replies:

We are very sorry about the

inconvenience.
We were informed about

the accidents and have just
cleared the area to fill in the
holes and put up lights and
warning signs.

We have been having land is-
sues and local protests; the
matter of whether construction
can continue is under consid-
eration.

If you have any additional
questions or complaints,
please contact us at the
Rassada Municipality Office.

Travelling at light speed
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Will 2016 be the year of the bear?

Is the Year of the Monkey going to ‘bear’ down on investors? Photo: Magnus Johansson

Chinese firms seek part in Dawei BOT plans SME matchmaking fairs

The Bangkok Convention Center is the venue for the ‘Business
Matching’ event in April. Photo: TICA

THERE’S an old saying on
Wall Street that might unnerve
investors: “As goes January, so
goes the year.” Unfortunately,
January 2016 was a very bad
opening for stock markets. In
fact, it was one of the worst
openings in one hundred years,
as the Dow Jones industrial
average fell about 5.5 per cent
while the NASDAQ fell almost
eight per cent.

Of course, there are the
usual financial analysts and
talking heads who are trying to
calm investor fears by saying
we can’t be heading into a bear
market because they only hap-
pen when the economy is in
recession. Unfortunately for the
perpetual bulls, the research
findings of Standard & Poor’s
Sam Stovall show that every
time there has been a recession
in the US since 1948, the stock
market had plunged months
before the recession occurred.

Specifically, Stovall found
that a stock market plunge of at
least ten per cent predicted
trouble brewing in the overall
economy, with the fall starting
on average seven and a half
months before the actual start of
the next recession. And when
stock market declines prior to a
recession are combined with the
actual declines during one,
stocks dropped an average of

nearly thirty per cent.
My overall take on the stock

market right now is that risk is
rising due to bad news out of
China, credit problems, and the
lack of real economic growth.
I also believe that investors are
worried about the US Fed and
its inability to come to the res-
cue by cutting interest rates if
a recession does begin. 

For those reasons, my own
and my client’s accounts have
been in cash since mid-Decem-
ber 2015 - avoiding the big losses
so far this year. Until the market
shows more technical signs of
hitting a bottom, it’s going to be
better to just be in cash. Protect-
ing cash and your ability to make
decisions is important during
bear markets or corrections.

Looking at the S&P 500’s
technical chart, one can draw
a floor line at the 1,900 level.
If that level cannot hold (so far
and as of the end of January, it
has held), the S&P 500 is
likely to move down to the
1,600 level. On the other hand,
if a decisive upswing can
move the S&P 500 back above
the 2,100 level, I will be inter-
ested in moving cash back into
stocks.

However, I am waiting until
the market downtrend clearly
turns into a market uptrend be-
fore buying any stocks. An
uptrend may not occur right
away though, if the price of oil
continues to plunge, or if the
market rolls over again to be-

low January lows.
I am expecting a short term

rally off the panic lows of late
January, but I also expect this
rally to likely fail in the weeks
and months ahead, unless the
market develops some leader-
ship stocks.  Facebook,
Amazon, Netflix and Google
were holding the market up, but
have begun to be sold and en-
ter corrections. Without
leadership any market rally is
vulnerable, meaning investors
will need to be patient.

When that next uptrend does
occur, growth stocks with

strong earnings and sales and
technically sound charts will
again lead the market!  Other-
wise and as of the end of
January, leadership stocks re-
main largely nonexistent, albeit
many technology and health
care stocks were holding up
well. 

Finally, it’s important to re-
member that you should not
be worried about what the
markets are doing right now
or will do in the future. In-
stead, you need to focus on
what you can control, i.e. your
exposure to risk, portfolio al-

location, entry/exit positions,
stop loss orders and the like.

Don Freeman, BSME is president
of Freeman Capital Management,
a Registered Investment Advisor
with the US Securities Exchange
Commission (SEC), based in
Phuket.  He has over 15 years’
experience working with
expatriates, specializing in portfolio
management, US tax preparation,
financial planning and UK pension
transfers.  Call for a free portfolio
review. Don can be reached at:
089-970-5795 or email:
freemancapital@gmail.com.

THAILAND’S Board of Trade
(BOT) is inviting newly estab-
lished businesses across the
country to join a ‘Business
Matching’ event in Bangkok.
The event is aimed at giving
SMEs the opportunity to meet
consumer giants such as depart-
ment stores and retailers.

The event will take place at
the Bangkok Convention Cen-
ter in Lat Prao on April 26.

Board of Trade Chairman
Isara Vongkusolkit said that the
event aims to help local busi-
nesses sell their products and
give Thai entrepreneurs the
chance to expand into South-
east Asia, particularly the
CLMV (Cambodia, Laos,
Myanmar, Vietnam) markets.

The business-matching
event is part of the
government’s ‘Pracha Rath
Project’ launched in January
this year to stimulate domestic
consumption and to strengthen

the country’s economy, as slow
global economic recovery is
expected to hurt the Thai
economy this year.

A ‘Start-up Fair’ is also in

the pipeline as part of the
Pracha Rath Project initiative,
for which the date and venue is
expected to be finalized shortly.

– The Nation

ITALIAN-THAI Development
(ITD) is forming a consortium
with Chinese companies to
pour investment into new infra-
structure projects in Dawei
Special Economic Zone
(DSEZ), as land lease in the
initial phase kicks off.

According to Somjetn
Tinnapong, managing director of
Myanmar Industrial Estate  – an
ITD subsidiary responsible for
the development of the 27-square
kilometer initial phase – the con-

sortium will consist of private
and state-owned Chinese compa-
nies. Their focus will be on the
132-kilometer, four-lane road,
which will require an investment
of 13.5 billion baht, as well as
three ports that will cost 14bn
baht.

He said the Chinese compa-
nies include King Trillion and
China Railway Engineering
Corp, a key player in China’s
ambitious One Belt One Road
project.               – The Nation
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Looking for a place to stay?
See more classified ads at

www.phuketgazette.net

Feadship Asian market blooming

The world’s first hybrid super-motoryacht, the phenomenal 83.50-meter Savannah was
created by Feadship in partnership with CG Design. Photo: Feadship

Vietnamese laborers
heading for Thailand

By Isaac Stone Simonelli

WELL ahead of the incredibly success-
ful inaugural Thailand Yacht Show
(TYS), Feadship Royal Dutch Ship-
builders were making superyacht waves
while expanding into the Asian region.

“At this moment Feadship is build-
ing multiple yachts in different sizes and
in different models for Asian and Asia-
based clients. The product and the brand
appeals to the most discerning
yachtsmen in the region, most of them
having already owned yachts and/or
chartered Feadships,” Feadship Com-
mercial Director Bas Nederpelt said.

Though Asian buyers knew how to find
Feadship more than 20 years ago, Mr
Nederpelt confessed that there was now
a ‘significant’ number of orders ‘well
spread’ in the Asian region. The company
declined to disclose the exact number of
orders handled over the last five years.

However, a number of Feadship cli-
ents do live in Phuket or spend their
holidays cruising the waters, often also
visiting the Andaman Islands and Indo-
nesia as well.

“Phuket is becoming one of the
yachting hubs where we certainly want
to be present,” Mr Nederpelt said.
“There are several existing super yacht
owners already and many potential cli-
ents who can move up to Feadship.”

The company has been involved in
the growth of the superyachting
community’s awareness of Phuket as a
cruising destination, having supported
the Asia Superyacht Rendezvous in
Phuket since the event’s early days.

“Thailand, and Phuket in particular,
functions as a hub for superyachts. Over

the years Feadships – yachts which
travel the world more than any other
brand – have visited Phuket regularly,
both for the beautiful waters, but cer-
tainly also for the good infrastructure
and great hospitality. Phuket has the best
position to be the main yachting hub in
Asia,” Mr Nederpelt said.

However, in general, the company is
noticing that those yachts being used in
Asian waters, such as Phuket, tend to
be a little smaller than the yachts built
for other regions.

Nonetheless, Mr Nederpelt pointed
out that, “All our yachts, from under 40

meters to over 100 meters, have in com-
mon that they are of the same quality
irrespective of the size.”

The government is continuing to
build on this legacy of stunning cruis-
ing grounds and good infrastructure,
Tourism and Sports Minister Kobkarn
Wattanavrangkul told the Gazette. This
goal was a major factor in the
government’s backing of the TYS.

“The event [TYS] aims to support the
government’s move to promote Thai-
land as the ‘Marina Hub of ASEAN’,
as well as to stimulate Thailand’s
economy and further develop its marine

tourism industry,” Ms Kobkarn said.
 When asked about the impacts the

Asean Economic Community would
have on Feadship, if any, Mr Nederpelt
pointed out that all initiatives that open
up markets, as well as reduce barriers
and taxation, will be of help.

The long-term success of Thailand’s
push to develop the marine industry and
better cater to superyachts will come
down to legislation, concurred Transport
Minister Arkhom Termpittayapaisith.

“We have recently announced the
regulations and requirements for the
new superyacht charter licence that will
allow foreign-flagged superyachts to
stay and operate in Thai waters for one
year at a time. So far, three superyachts
have been presented with the licence,”
Minister Arkhom said. “In addition, we
will collaborate with the Immigration
Bureau to facilitate extending the length
of stay for crew working on board
superyachts to one year, or equal to the
yacht’s cruising duration. Meanwhile,
the tax issue is being discussed among
relevant agencies such as the Revenue
Department.”

 In addition to changes in legislation,
Phuket marinas continue to develop the
necessary infrastructure to cater to the
larger recreational vessels.

“The new charter rules (tax reduction),
yacht and charter shows and improvement
of the infrastructure for yachting will give
this [market growth in Phuket and Thai-
land] a push,” Mr Nederpelt said. “Phuket,
and Thailand as a whole, deserve to be-
come one of the top yachting destinations.
With joint efforts from the government
and yachting community, this position can
be claimed.”

THOUSANDS OF laborers
from the central Vietnam prov-
inces of Nghe An and Ha Tinh
have flocked to Thailand and
Laos to look for higher-paying
jobs after Tet (Lunar New
Year).

Geographical advantages,
easy-to-find jobs and a high
percentage of overseas Viet-
namese in these countries are
reasons for the free flow of la-
bor into Thailand and Laos,
insiders said.

Vietnamese workers nor-
mally enter Thailand on tourist
visas and then stay on to work
as hired laborers without per-
mits, they said.

Most Vietnamese laborers in
Thailand work as household
helpers, food servers, and em-
ployees in the fishery industry
or on construction sites, ac-
cording to Nguoi Lao Dong.

On average, a worker there

can earn between 9,500 baht
and 12,700 baht a month. Con-
siderably more than the average
monthly salary of a Vietnamese
worker last year, which was
6,000 baht.

Statistics from Nghe An
province’s police showed that
about 378 people had worked
illegally in Thailand in 2014,
while the province’s Labor,
Invalids and Social Affairs
Department office estimated
the figure was 800.

– The Nation

Many are working on construction
sites. Photo: Randy Adams
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Celebrating Phuket’s UNESCO
‘City of Gastronomy’ status

(From L-R) Banyan Tree Hotels & Resorts Phuket Area Director, Sales & Marketing Ludovic
Gallerne; Hotel Manager Hery Kuswoyo; Phuket Provincial Public Relations head Budasaya
Jaipium; TAT Phuket Marketing executive Monri Manator; and Banyan Tree Phuket Area
General Manager Sriram Kailasam. Rehab residence opens

The Banyan Tree Phuket resort gave special guests a taste of the flavorful fare
and culinary creations that have recently earned the province a UNESCO award
as a ‘City of Gastronomy’ on March 2.

Panacee Medical Center executive Siriya Thepcharoen (left) and Villa Medica Phuket CEO
& Managing Director Jirawat Phuttitraisin (right) flank Mr Jirawat’s mother and father,
Khamtan Botmath and Athong Phuttitraisin.

Helping build a cool school

Angsana Laguna Phuket General Manager Brian Connelly (2nd right), together with Angsana
associates, hands over a donation to Phuket Panyanukul School Assistant Director Sanya
Surabun.

Associates of the Angsana Laguna Phuket resort handed over a donation to Phuket
Panyanukul School on February 24 to help fund the installation of air condition-
ing in the learning center’s classrooms. The donation, handed over by General
Manager Brian Connelly and department heads, was part of the hotel’s 1st
Charity Program.

Filling the skies in 2016 Premium property developer Villa Medica Phuket Co and Panacee Medical Center
threw a party on Feb 26 for the grand opening of Villa Medica Phuket – a resi-
dential estate and rehabilitation center offering holistic medical services.

Bangkok Airways hostesses accompany airline and tourism executives (from L-R) Bangkok
Airways Vice President-Sales, Varong Israsena Na Ayudhya; Bangkok Airways President
Puttipong Prasarttong-osoth; TAT Governor Yuthasak Supasorn; and Bangkok Airways
Vice President-Marketing Prote Setsuwan.

Bangkok Airways announced the launch of three new flight routes this year: Chiang
Mai – Mae Hong Son; Bangkok – Danang (Vietnam); and Samui – Guangzhou.
Seven new aircraft arriving in 2016 will add flights to existing routes: Bangkok –
Phnom Penh; Bangkok – Chiang Mai; and Chiang Mai – Samui, as well as two
flights a day during the high season from Samui to Singapore.
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Monkey House proprietors Kanjana (left) and Thibault Salaun. Photos by Monkey House

Men, women and even kids got moustachioed up for an evening of clandestine
fun at the Monkey House restaurant in Kamala. Hairy Hungarian, imperial whis-
kers, handlebar, pencil and walrus were among the fancy lip-hairdos sported by
diners and guests for the trendy venue’s Hat & Moustache Party on February 27.

SPIFFING PARTY: ‘Jolly good show’, said an unidentified guest and his anonymous partner.

Moustaches for all at the Monkey House



14 PHUKET GAZETTE March 12-18, 2016

Open your heart and home
to a soi puppy, kitten or cat

March 23-27. Thailand
Beach Volley Fest
The International Amateur
Beach Volley Tournament at
Karon Beach will feature teams
from Asia, Australia, Europe
and the Americas. Classes are:
Men’s 2 x 2, Women’s 2 x 2 and
Mixed 4 x 4. Players of all lev-
els are welcome to compete.
The entry fee is 2,000 baht.
There is no admission charge
for spectators.

This event is proudly spon-
sored by the Phuket Gazette.

April 6. Chakri Memorial
Day
Chakri Day commemorates the
origins of the Chakri dynasty
founded by Rama I who estab-
lished Bangkok as the nation’s
capital. HM King Bhumibol
Adulyadej is the ninth mon-
arch of the Chakri dynasty.

April 13-15. Songkran
Festival
Songkran is the Thai New Year
Festival also known as the
Water Festival.

The word Songkran liter-
ally means transformation or
change. Held during the dri-
est month in Thailand,
Songkran is full of symbolic
traditions such as pouring
water on other people to wish
them good luck for the New
Year.

The festival also includes
parades, pageants and paying
homage to one’s ancestors,
among other celebrations.

May 1. Labor Day
Public holiday for all commer-
cial workers, but government
offices will remain open.

May 5. Coronation Day
Coronation Day commemo-
rates the accession to the throne
of HM King Bhumibol
Adulyadej on May 5, 1950.

May 20. Visakha Bucha Day
Visakha Bucha Day is observed
on the day of the full moon dur-
ing the 6th lunar month, which
usually falls in either May or
early June.

It is a day to commemorate
three important incidents: the
birth, the enlightenment and
the passing away of the Bud-
dha. Miraculously, these
events fell in the same month
and on the same date in the
Buddhist era.

The event will run from 9am to noon on March 19. Photo: Soi Dog

START sorting out your docu-
ments and make some more
room in that big heart, because
the Soi Dog Foundation is
holding an adoptions event at
its shelter in Mai Khao between
9am-noon on March 19. The
event will focus on puppies,
kittens and cats.

“Right now the shelter is
bursting at the seams with pup-
pies and cats. There are so
many animals who would make
great pets, and we’re really
keen to find them safe and lov-
ing homes,” Adoptions
Manager Teresa Colman said.

Re-homing dogs and cats is
a major part of Soi Dog’s work.
The foundation re-homed
around 500 dogs and cats in
2015, both locally and overseas.
All animals are sterilized and
vaccinated prior to adoption.

Potential adopters need to
complete a short interview on
the day with a member of the
Adoptions Team, which in-
cludes a Thai speaker.

“The interview is to ensure
we match the right pet with the
right home.  The interview in-
cludes questions about the
adopters’ home and any exist-
ing pets. There are also some
other things that potential
adopters need to consider when
adopting a Soi Dog or Cat.  For
example, our dogs can only go
to homes where the garden has
a fully enclosed fence, so it
would be really helpful if
adopters could bring along
some photos of their garden on

the day,” said Ms Colman.
Where possible, adopters

will be able to take their cho-
sen pet home on the day.
However, some adoptions may
require a follow up visit to the
shelter to collect their pet.
Adopters need to plan for their
new pet’s arrival, by bringing
a suitable harness and lead
(puppies) or travel basket (kit-

tens and cats) when they pick
up their pet.

Soi Dog Foundation is the
leading street dog and cat wel-
fare organization in Asia,
helping around 100,000 with
sterilization, vaccination,
medical treatment and adop-
tion.

It also runs a comprehensive
education program in schools

on animal welfare.
The foundation is also lead-

ing the fight to end Thailand’s
illegal dog meat trade, and is
currently setting up operations
in Vietnam.

For more information about the
event, contact teresa@soidog.org.

– Phuket Gazette

Ladyboys to
compete in
diversity
competition
ANDAMAN Power is cel-
ebrating sexual diversity and
spreading sexual health aware-
ness with its upcoming compe-
tition ‘Miss Andaman Power
2016’ to be held at various lo-
cations from March 25-30.

However, the real fun for
the public won’t be until the
finalists take the stage at
Jungceylon for the beauty pag-
eant part of the event, which
will include a fashion show, as
well as swimsuit modeling, on
March 28.

“This is the fourth event of
its kind since 2012. During the
event, ladyboys are able to ex-
press their abilities and be
honored for promoting aware-
ness of AIDS and other
sexually transmitted diseases,”
said event organizer Chirapas
Apinantan. “In the first round,
contestants will partake in a
short sex education seminar,
followed by an exam on sexual
health.”

– Sukawin Tanthavanich

Ladyboys must be at least 18
years old and living in Phuket.
Photo: Jungceylon PR
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BANGKOK Airways daily
flights connecting Southern
Thailand’s two busiest airports
– Phuket  (HKT) and Hat Yai
International – are currently ex-
periencing average load factors
ranging from 60 to 70 per cent,
with the overwhelming major-
ity of passengers being Thai
nationals, an airline executive
has revealed.

Pannaphorn Preechachan,
Bangkok Airways chief of
regional corporate communica-
tions for Southern Thailand,
said the current load factor was
rising as public awareness of
the flights has been increasing
since the service was intro-
duced in October 2015.

“There’s growing awareness
that our new service is available
on this route, and many people
have even requested additional
flights be added in the after-
noon or evening,” she said.

“About 98 per cent of the
passengers are Thai nationals,
with foreign tourist making up
the other two per cent,” she said.

The trend is perhaps not sur-
prising given the huge numbers

Phuket-Hat Yai: truly boutique flights
of Thais from other southern
Thai provinces who work, or
have business interests, in
Phuket.

The failure to tap into the
huge foreign tourist market in
the Thai lower south seems to
be a problem endemic to many
Thai domestic carriers, how-
ever.

Last year, a Nok Air vice
president said that they were
behind rival Thai AirAsia in the
Phuket market due to their fail-
ure to tap into the huge
numbers of foreign tourists
transiting through Phuket,
which make up more than half
of all travellers disembarking at
the airport.

Ms Pannaphorn said that the
Phuket – Hat Yai service has
been promoted in both markets
through billboards, radio adver-
tising, magazine advertisements
and special promotions at se-
lected local events.

However, a look at Bangkok
Airway’s Facebook and Twit-
ter pages reveals that the
carrier’s social media content
is geared almost exclusively to
the domestic market.

The slogans may be in En-
glish, but the body copy that
actually explains what is on
offer is almost invariably in
Thai language only.

In Songkhla Town and Hat
Yai City, for example, hundreds
if not thousands of tuk-tuks
bear ads introducing the all-in-

clusive, one-way 1,490 baht
flights, but these go unnoticed
by the vast majority of tourists
who are unable to read Thai.

Songkhla province, where
Haad Yai is located, is a major
tourist destination for visiting
Malaysian tourists, including
its large population of ethnic
Chinese.

Unbeknownst to many, Ma-
laysia is Thailand’s second

largest tourist source market,
after mainland China. Many of
these visitors arrive by tour bus
to visit destinations in
Songkhla.  However, the vast
majority of Malaysian tourists
remain unaware that a flight
service to Phuket is available.

The Phuket to Hat Yai ser-
vice would also draw the
interest of the many thousands
of expat residents of Phuket

who need to do “visa runs” or
conduct business trips to neigh-
boring Malaysia.

On the topic of expanding
flight services in the south of
Thailand, Ms Pannaphorn said
that Bangkok Airways had no
immediate plans to expand
services to Narathiwat Interna-
tional Airport or any other
international airports in the
region.

About 98 per cent of passengers on the Phuket-Hat Yai route are Thai nationals. Photo: Shankar S

NokAir back on schedule

Nok Air flights to Phuket should
be back on schedule. Photo: Isaac
Stone Simonelli

AFTER the cancellation of
more than 100 flights since
February 23, Nok Air has con-
firmed that all flight routes will
be back on schedule starting
March 11.

February 23 saw the airline
cancel 20 flights, which has
been followed by the cancella-
tion of 10 flights per day since,
reported The Nation.

The airline has been in the
process of rearranging internal
structures, as it strives to put
new pilots in place after last
month’s strike.

The strike was due to Nok
Air pilots protesting against
new policies – which the com-
pany had implemented in
compliance with European
Aviation Safety Agency
(EASA) standards – that
deemed them unqualified to fly,
confirmed Rajawish See-
hawaree, Nok Air corporate
communications manager.

“Nok Air is also continu-
ously working with all

passengers who have been im-
pacted by the announced flight
cancellations. The airline is
constantly reaching out to and
assisting all those passengers
whose travel has been affected
and will continue to do so until
all are fully taken care of,” said
Mr Rajawish.



16 PHUKET GAZETTE March 12-18, 2016

The DSD introduces people to scuba diving in a highly supervised, controlled and relaxed manner, or at
least is supposed to. Is that how you handle your DSDs? Photo: Adam Kahtava (above); Brian Omura (cover)

Protect our new divers
COUNTLESS instructors have
posted stunning images of the
ocean with a phrase similar to:
‘Welcome to my office.’ Such
romantic, well-promoted image
on social media, of course,
resonate with us restless office
junkies, drawing us out of our
cubicles to the wonders of the
open waters.

However, a series of small
neglectful actions and breaches
in standards will not result in a
death or serious injury at our
workplace – staple punctures
and paper cuts are as bad as it
get at the Gazette. That is not
the case for a dive professional.

The foremost job of a dive
professional is to ensure the
safety of those under their care,
and no diver is more vulnerable
or important to the industry as
a whole than a discover scuba
diver (DSD).

A DSD course is not a certi-
fying diving experience.
However, it is the most common
way someone is introduced to
diving. These divers are brought
into a truly alien world – yet,
most DSD students usually get
handed over to junior instructors
who, though qualified, have lim-
ited experience and probably
less confidence than an instruc-
tor with a decade of professional
diving experience. Additionally,
a student’s first experience with
their DSD instructor is most
likely the defining factor in
whether or not they go on to get
their licence, or book a diving
holiday for their next vacation.

Unfortunately, the only
place that there is probably
more tea bagging of students
than in a DSD experience is in
an American fraternity. It is, of
course, a slightly different ex-
perience, but both are usually
undesirable. In diving, ‘tea bag-

ging’ means holding students
by the tank, dunking them un-
derwater and dragging them
around before taking them back
to the surface, where, given the
quality of the experience, they
will probably never return to
diving. How often do you re-
use a tea bag?

There are plenty of damag-
ing dive-industry videos of
divers – especially Chinese na-
tionals – being dragged around
underwater by their ‘instructor’.
Many well-known and once-re-
spected instructors are doing
this, often relying on the excuse
that they are experienced, so it’s
okay for them to violate regula-
tions and manage multiple
students at a time. For a few
thousand more baht a month,
they are risking the lives of oth-
ers and damaging the reputation
of the industry as a whole.

“The PADI Discover Scuba
Diving program introduces
people to scuba diving in a
highly supervised, controlled
and relaxed manner. It dispels
common misconceptions about
scuba by letting individuals try
it for themselves,” states PADI’s
Guide to Teaching. “These par-
ticipants need and deserve a
high-level of patience, attention
and sensitivity, both for their
safety and for their enjoyment
of the program. The real reward
for the PADI Professional offer-
ing the Discover Scuba Diving
program is the day-to-day op-
portunity to guide people
through, and share with them, a
truly remarkable experience in
discovering diving.”

This, of course, sounds like
an entirely different experience
than tea-bagging services of-
fered by a number of agencies
on the island.

To help combat violations in
regulations and to provide posi-
tive reinforcement to those with
good practices within the Phuket
diving industry, PADI held a
seminar on March 8. About 50

dive professionals, representing
a strong cross section of certifi-
cation levels and nationalities,
were in attendance. Of course,
those that truly needed to be
guided back onto the tracks of
complying with safety regula-
tions weren’t there.

It hardly seems coincidental
that the seminar comes after a
series of diving deaths and in-
juries in the Andaman.

In November last year, Zhang
Lin, 23, was found floating un-
responsive at a depth of about
11.9 meters by divers from an-
other dive company. She was
later pronounced dead. Then, on
February 3, two Russian divers
were maimed by a speedboat in
Phi Phi. Later that month, a first-
time Chinese diver was
recovered unconscious near Koh
Poda while diving with Ao
Nang-based company Scuba
Addicts. Those incidents provide
perfect case studies for discus-
sions on regulations, but because
the cases are still in court, we
won’t dig into what regulations

may have been violated.
However, during the PADI

discussion, two major issues with
regards to how to ‘bend’ regula-
tions surfaced: the use of
cameras while teaching DSD
courses and ‘confined water en-
vironments’ for DSD courses.
Though the bottom line is simple,
the discussion will be picked
apart in our next dive column.

So what is that quick and dirty
bottom line: did the instructor act
as a prudent instructor would? If
something terrible did happen
because you escorted one DSD
to the surface because they were
throwing up through their regu-
lator, leaving another alone
below you, what would appear
in the ensuing police report?

It is easy to justify stretch-
ing or bending regulations to fit
our needs. However, a police
report that may back criminal
negligence charges will not be
colored by the intricate fluctua-
tions of life. A police report is
in black and white.

When an expert witness takes

the stand for the prosecution,
they will pull apart an instructor’s
performance brick by brick.
They may note that clearly a part
of the medical waiver was erased
and re-marked to prevent a
simple trip to the doctor. They
will note regulation infractions –
the student failed to perform
skills necessary for certifying re-
quirements; the instructor was
taking photos, and so on. They
won’t weigh in the fact that the
night before was when your Dive
Master candidates completed
their course, so you took them
out for some drinks to celebrate.
They will note, however, that you
were drinking the night before.

Ask yourself this when a per-
son who was under your care is
brought to the surface uncon-
scious and is later pronounced
dead: will your reasoning for
making the decisions and com-
promises hold water with the
deceased’s loved ones, with the
courts or with your conscience,
if you get a ‘free’ stay in Thai-
land, as an inmate?

Sea hares do like bunnies do: millions found dead after mass spawning
THE millions of sea hares that washed
onto a Phuket beach on Monday were
part of a mass spawning due to a slight
increase in the temperature of the sea.

“It is normal during warmer months
for the temperature to rise just enough
to trigger a spawning response in sea
hares. The animals die shortly after
spawning, which is why they washed
up on Kamala Beach,” explained
Somkiat Khokiattiwong, director of
Phuket Marine Biological Center.

“These animals are not a health hazard
to tourists, though the spawning has
been known to give the sea a pink tint.”

This is not the first time a mass
spawning of sea hares has occurred in
Thailand. A similar occurrence was re-
corded in Prachuap Khiri Khan
Province in 2009, prior to the coral
bleaching outbreak in 2010.

However, the increase in temperature
at this point is part of a normal annual
cycle that will see the temperature ris-

ing until May, confirmed Dr Somkiat.
“Nonetheless, we are still concerned

about the rising temperature, as it is
higher due to the effects of El Nino in
the Pacific last year, which is impact-
ing Southeast Asia during the hot
season,” Dr Somkiat said.

Dr Somkiat noted that mass sea hare
spawning has also been previously
documented by the Philippines and In-
donesia.

– Kongleaphy Keam Sea hares on Kamala. Photo: Niruj Kamala
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Various methods can be used to provide double tax relief. Photo: Nick Lee

Beware of double taxation

FOR foreign nationals living in Thai-
land, Thai tax laws and forms are writ-
ten in a language that they cannot read.
While there are Thai accountants who
can assist them with Thai tax filings, this
issue is not readily solved when indi-
viduals have business dealings in mul-
tiple countries.

For individuals and companies that
operate in multiple countries, double
taxation can place them in financial
peril. Juridical double taxation is
when multiple jurisdictions tax the
same income, assets, or financial
transactions.

In most countries, a company is
taxed at the place where it is regis-
tered or has its headquarters and also
upon any worldwide income. So, if a
Thai company had a branch in a for-
eign country, the company would
possibly have to pay tax on income in
that foreign country and on the same
income in Thailand. This will mean
that they are taxed twice on the same
income. Unless there is an agreement
between the two countries, this could
be a large financial impediment to the
Thai company.

In Thailand, there are many methods
of avoiding the double taxation. A com-
bination of these various methods can
be implemented to provide taxpayers
double tax relief, such as the Foreign
Tax Credit Exemption Method, or the
Deduction Method.

A Foreign Tax Credit is offered by

the income tax system to mitigate the
potential for double taxation. The credit
can be granted in those systems that
taxes residents on income that have been
taxed in another jurisdiction. This re-
duces the amount of domestic taxes due
by the amount of the foreign tax as a
credit of tax already paid.

Exemption Method usually happens
when a country taxes its residents on
their domestic-sourced income and
provides an exemption to them from
domestic taxes on their foreign-
sourced income. Jurisdiction to tax
rests exclusively with the country of
source.

The Deduction Method allows tax-
payers in their country of residence to
ask for deduction of taxes, which have
been paid to a foreign government in

respect of foreign sourced income. The
deduction method is different from a
Foreign Tax Credit in that a deduction
reduces the taxpayer’s taxable income,
while a credit provides a full credit on
the taxes that are owed.

When deciding to enter into interna-
tional business transactions, it is prudent
to consult someone who understands the
tax laws in both jurisdictions.

Mitrabhorn Lekbonwonwong is a licensed
Thai attorney with an LL.M in Finance and
Tax Law from Chulalongkorn University. She
is currently obtaining an LL.M Taxation at
Northwestern University Law School in
Chicago, IL. Robert Virasin is managing
director of Virasin & Partners and resides
in Bangkok, Thailand and can be reached
at info@virasin.com.

THE government must not prosecute
people who express views it does not
agree with or who hold rallies, Amnesty
International said after a meeting on
Monday with  Government Deputy
Spokesman Major General Weerachon
Sukhonthapatipak.

Chamnan Chanruang, the chairman
of Amnesty in Thailand, said the admin-
istration defended its actions that restrict
people’s rights by citing the country’s
troubled political divide.

“The government insisted that it acts
in accordance with [appropriate] stan-
dards,” Mr Chamnan said. “We did not
argue whether it is right or wrong, but
we told the government that we carry
out our duty to protect human rights.'”

Gen Weerachon said the government’s
objective was to seek a sustainable de-
mocracy for the country.

“We explained our actions, citing our
circumstances and the context of the
country,” he said. “We want Thais to
understand that they do not only have
rights and liberties, but they also can-
not violate the rights of others.”

– The Nation

Amnesty shares
words with Govt
on human rights

Amnesty in Thailand met with officials on
Monday. Photo: Richard Potts
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Akaryn Group to make overseas debut

Less is more for Koh Samui

Samui airport arrivals between 2010-2015. Image: Department of Civil Aviation and C9 Hotelworks Market Research

WE LIVE in a world where per-
centages seem to matter and
growth dominates our horizon.
I still recall growing up and
marking off on a wall in our
house how tall I was. I could
not wait to be older, and the
irony today is how I wish that I
could instead roll back the
clock.

In Phuket’s crowded mar-
ket, hoteliers are increasingly
griping about our high vol-
ume and low room rate
business. Yet, on the island of
Samui in the Gulf of Thai-
land, owners and operators
are for the most part grinning
about a sustained increase in
room rates.

Without a doubt airlift has
a profound impact on tourism
fortunes, and a decade-long
feeding frenzy by proliferat-
ing low-cost carriers (LCCs)
has changed our island’s land-
scape forever. Yes, everyone
can now fly and fly they do.
Even the legacy airlines like
Thai International are now
under the gun and facing an
uncertain future as the low
cost disruptors have flown
into town.

Last year Samui hit the one
million mark for airport pas-
senger arrivals, as Phuket
edges closer to six million.
The key difference is that
while Phuket has a public air-
port under the Airport
Authority of Thailand (AoT),
Samui has a private airport ef-
fectively controlled by
Bangkok Airways. Also
Samui has a long term envi-
ronmental control restriction
limiting flights at 36 a day due
to noise concerns.

So, airfares to Samui are in

fact more expensive, and
there are no LCCs in that mar-
ket. But last year, the ceiling
of flights to Samui increased
to 50 a day. Compounding the
surge in capacity was
Bangkok Airways shifting
away from ATR-72 aircraft
and using more Airbus A-
319s, which kicked in more
seats.  Passenger arrivals were
up seven per cent year-on-
year.

But where the key high-
light of the Samui hotel
market comes into focus is on
room rates. Hotels were able
to increase rates across the
market by 12 per cent, which
has a positive domino effect
of increasing RevPAR (rev-
enue per available room) by
15 per cent.  Phuket, by con-
trast, has had to rely on
volume to drive RevPAR and
players in the local market are

worried about whether or not
this approach is sustainable
for Phuket’s hospitality indus-
try in the long term.

Investor sentiment has al-
ways favored Phuket which
now has close to 40 new ho-
tels in the development
pipeline. In Samui the num-
ber is 14 with only 1,400 new
keys, as properties tend to be
smaller in Samui. However,
famous international brands
such as Ritz-Carlton, Sofitel
and Holiday Inn will make up
part of the growth.

From our research on
Samui, one impact that is ap-
parent is the performance
imbalance of branded proper-
ties compared to independent
ones. In a head-to-head com-
parison, the brands registered
higher average rates by 24 per
cent and premium RevPAR’s
of 28 per cent. Over in Phuket

we have witnessed a spate of
new conversions to chain man-
agement by existing properties
as well.

Moving forward, Samui is
not without challenges given
a limited road network,
stretched infrastructure and a
booming China market that is
using nearby Surat Thani air-
port with low-cost carriers as
an entry point.

Yet fundamentals in supply
and demand remain strong.
While in the past the airport
limitation was viewed as a
weakness, in the end it’s been
a blessing in disguise for Samui
hoteliers.

Bill Barnett is the Founder and
Managing Director of C9
Hotelworks (C9Hotelworks.com),
a leading Thailand-based
hospitality and real estate
consulting firm.

TCC Land
set to build
new hotels

TCC Land Asset World Co, the
property arm of beverage ty-
coon Charoen Sirivadhana-
bhakdi, plans to invest more
than 74.2 billion baht to de-
velop new hotels in Thailand
until 2022, CEO Soammapat
Traisorat said.

He said TCC Land plans to
invest aggressively in hospitality
business as it foresees Thailand
becoming more of a regional
travel hub now that the Asean
Economic Community is in ef-
fect, especially for meetings,
incentives, conferences and ex-
hibitions (the MICE market).

Up to 14.2bn will be spent to
develop four new hotels to be
managed by Marriott Interna-
tional Group, and 60bn for more
than 10 hotels nationwide man-
aged by other chains, deputy
CEO Wallapa Traisorat said.

Karl Hudson, Marriott
International's vice president for
Thailand, Vietnam, the Philip-
pines, Cambodia, and Japan,
said Thailand had a lot of po-
tential for the company’s
business expansion in Asean.
He said Marriott planned to in-
crease the number of rooms in
Thailand from 3,500 this year to
6,500 by 2018.    – The Nation

TCC Land CEO (right) and Deputy
CEO (middle) with the vice
president of Marriott International.
Photo: The Nation

The President by Akaryn is set to open in June. Photo: The Nation

THAI hotel chain Akaryn Ho-
tel Group will manage its first
overseas property when The
President by Akaryn opens in
Vientiane, Laos in June.

The hotel will consist of 30
guestrooms, two presidential
suites and seven food and bev-
erage outlets. It is being
renovated by the Thai firm,
Rocklike Company.

“The hotel will be the most
luxurious hotel in Vientiane as
well as in Laos,” said Anchalika
Kijkanakorn, founder and man-
aging director of Akaryn.

The average room rate will
be US$500 (18,000 baht)
while the presidential suite
will cost a minimum of $1,500

(54,000 baht). The hotel’s tar-
get market is high end
travellers, such as diplomats.

– The Nation
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Vice Governor Prajiad Aksornthammakul talks to the press after his meeting with the contingent of tenants.
Photo: Kongleaphy Keam

Tenants told to go to court
By Kongleaphy Keam

A GROUP of tenants living at
The Aspasia Phuket, a luxury
resort in Kata, who were hop-
ing to have issues about the
property’s management ironed
out by the governor, have been
told to go to court to settle their
disputes.

The group of ten expat ten-
ants led by Dutch national Jan
Cornelis van Zuilekom were
told by Vice Governor Prajiad
Aksornthammakul on March 7
that they would have to go
through standard legal chan-
nels to address their complaints
over conditions related to their
leasehold contracts.

The contingent had met with
Phuket Governor Chamroen
Tipayapongtida on March 4,
asking him to mediate their dis-
pute. Mr Zuilekom complained
that he and other tenants had
been locked out of their rooms
and had their electricity and
water cut off.

A legal representative for
The Aspasia Phuket, who de-
clined to be named, told the
Gazette that only two rooms
have had water and electricity
shut off as a result of breaches
in lease agreements. They said
that they would consider the
governor’s request to tempo-
rarily turn on the water and
power for the two affected

rooms. However, the manage-
ment had every right to cut off
the power and water according
to the contract.

Vice Governor Prajiad ex-
plained that after Governor
Chamroen met with Aspasia
Phuket representatives to hear
their side of the story, it became
clear that the dispute was a
matter between private indi-
viduals – the lease holders and
the management team.

“We want to help mediate as
much as we can, but ultimately
the court must decide. It is the

fairest solution,” said V/Gov
Prajiad.

Mr Zuilekom agreed to wait
for a response from Aspasia’s
legal advisers. He told the gov-
ernor that he and the other
tenants wanted to see how the
management company was
spending money from their
maintenance fees.

“We just want to see the fi-
nancial report on how the
money has been spent, but the
management company has re-
fused to show us,” Mr
Zuilekom said. “It seems like

the expenses are not transpar-
ent. We want to change
management companies.”

Aspasia’s legal representa-
tives said that their client was
acting in accordance with the
agreements.

“At this stage, we can only
say that this is a contractual dis-
pute relating to the rental
agreement. The rental agree-
ments are between our client as
the building owner and mostly
foreign corporate entities as ten-
ants. These lessees entered into
long-term rental agreements.

The documents clearly indicate
the status of the lessees as ten-
ants,” the representative said.

“This rental agreement re-
quires that a management fee
on a fixed-fee basis is charged
to the lessees. For this fee, our
client is providing specific de-
fined services. There are no
complaints from the lessees
when it comes to the quality of
the services they receive. How-
ever, some of the lessees are
insisting on being informed on
the details of how our client
provides such services and how
much they pay in detail for
those.”

The legal representative
added that the lessees have al-
legedly requested all payment
records, including confidential
information, such as staff
salaries.

“In the meantime, the lessees
making the complaints are still
benefiting from the services
provided [paid for by other pay-
ing lessees] and are refusing to
contribute as required in the
lease agreements,” the repre-
sentative said.

Mr Zuilekom, who refers to
himself as an owner, expressed
confidence in the legal process.

“We bought the place for 90
years – there is a lot of money
involved,” he said. “We just
want to live there in peace and
have transparent management.”

BHMA plans zealous expansion

Private cruises are one of the non-core business aspects that BHMA is
looking to focus on. Photo: Serge Melki

BESPOKE Hospitality Man-
agement Asia (BHMA) plans to
sign 20 management contracts
per year with hotels domesti-
cally and overseas to cash in on
the growth of the tourism in-
dustry.

Meanwhile, the group will
focus more on non-core busi-
ness including yachts, private
cruises, private jets, limousines
and spas. Revenue from non-
hotel ventures is still small, but
is expected to increase to 20 per
cent over the next three to four
years.

Anthony McDonald, group
chief executive officer, said
BHMA expected to sign 20
management contracts this year
and about the same number
over each of the next three
years.

Currently, the group oper-
ates hotels under four brands,
namely X2, X2 Vibe, Away,
and Golden Tulip. There are 11
X2 hotels and another 14

planned, one X2 Vibe and eight
planned. The number of
Golden Tulips is to double from
the current three. Within three
years there are to be 44 proper-
ties in total, consisting of more
than 3,000 rooms.

Some of hotels signing man-
agement contracts are abroad,
including in Vietnam and Indo-
nesia. The expansion will be
mostly in the form of manage-

ment contracts, while some
may be joint ventures.

Mr McDonald said the
group would expand into
Myanmar, Luang Prabang in
Laos, and Seam Reap in Cam-
bodia this year to manage
hotels there. The group is also
looking into opportunities in
other regions, such as Europe,
the Middle East and Japan.

– The Nation
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P R O P E R T Y  F O R  S A L E

KATA BEACH
NEW 1-BEDROOM APT

60sqm, fully furnished in
small suite hotel. Indoor
pool / sauna / secured park-
ing. Low maintenance.
Close to all facilities. Price
now 3.2 million baht.
Contact Alicia. Tel: 095-729
0826. Email: manoratravel
2013@hotmail.com

3-BEDROOM HOUSE
IN PAKLOK

2 bathrooms, large living/dining
area, western kitchen, laundry
area, good sized garden, all fur-
niture included. Near airport and
Phuket International School. In
a quiet gated area. Tel: 061-238
0155 (English). Email: paula
jlaydon@hotmail.com

TWIN HOUSE-KATHU
URGENT SALE

42sqw, 3 bedrooms, 3 bath-
rooms, living room, kitchen, 2-
car park. 4.95 million baht.
Line ID: phuket995. Tel: 081-893
5105 Email: pkquickprint@
gmail.com

LOOKING FOR
A REAL PENTHOUSE!

I have that for you in Kata
Beach. 2 big bedrooms, big
living and terraces with
jacuzzi. Total 300sqm. Pri-
vate elevator entrance, in-
door pool and sauna. Se-
cured parking, fully fur-
nished. In and outdoor kitch-
ens. Reduced price from 25
million baht. Now 19 mil-
lion baht. Contact Alicia.
Tel: 095-729 0826. Email:
manoratravel2013@hotmail.
com

PATONG TOWER CONDO
FOR SALE

Sea views. Tel: 080-692 6114.
Email: davidedelucca9@gmail.
com

KAMALA NICE STUDIO
3.25 million baht. Freehold.
Tel: 080-692 6114. Email: davi
dedelucca9@gmail.com

BEACHFRONT LAND
FOR SALE

8 rai, 70 meters beachfront,
Parlay, Chalong Bay. Sale
price: 220 million baht. Per-
fect location for boutique
hotel. Email: chrisgo1944@
gmail.com

LAND FOR SALE
3-minute drive to Surin Beach.
1.4 rai. 36 million baht. For more
information, please call 081-868
7676.

1 RAI 180° OCEAN VIEW
YAMU HILL

1 or 2 rai, 180° ocean view. 24
hr security, water & electricity
supply. Freehold. 5.7 million
baht/rai. Tel: 084-625 5090 (En-
glish). Email: yamu.hills.sunrise
@gmail.com

NAKA ISLAND
Unique 4-bedroom beachfront
house, panoramic views to the
south, 10 minutes to Ao Po pier.
240sqm on 2 floors, 750sqm
plot, separate house for staff.
Tel: 089-593 3665 (English &
Thai). Email: nakaislandhouse
@gmail.com

HOUSE FOR SALE

45sqw. 5 million baht, 2 bed-
rooms with big living room.
Convenient area close to
Bangkok Hospital, Phuket
International Hospital and
Tesco Lotus Samkong. For
house inspection please
call 086-198 1869.

POOL VILLA RAWAI

4-bedroom & 3-bathroom
guesthouse. Chanote title.
974.5sqm land, 300sqm
building. 12 million baht.
Tel: 085-796 5771. Email:
ornen29@hotmail.com

LAND FOR SALE RAWAI
720sqm land for sale, Rawai.
Please call 085-790 2021 (En-
glish). Email: maggiethaden@
rocketmail.com

140SQM TOWNHOUSE
Close to Central. Quiet, safe,
furnished, garage. Tel: 081-719
7015.

RAWAI:
MORE FOR LESS

Superb, spacious Rawai
home, 4 ensuite bedrooms,
1,038sqm gardens, guest-
house or office, private pool,
maid's room. Price reduced,
only 12 million baht. Tel:
087-273 0141 (English).
Email: alangath@gmail.
com

PRIVATE ISLAND
FOR SALE

50 rai with 2 beachfront. Cha-
note title. Only 15 min from pier.
Price: 450 million baht. Krabi.
Tel: 089-729 8365 (English &
Thai).
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P R O P E R T Y  F O R  R E N T

PROPERTY
SERVICES

HOUSEHOLD
ITEMS

BUILDING
PRODUCTS &

SERVICES

LARGE JACUZZIS
Black color, like new, 3 jacuzzis
for 80,000 baht. 25,000 baht
sold separately. Please call
089-594 4067.

SPACIOUS STUDIO
PATONG

Located 8-minute walk to Pa-
tong Beach. Situated on 6th
floor, furnished with a large
double bed, TV & DVD player.
Kitchen with microwave, fridge,
toaster and an electric kettle.
Rent from 9,500 baht monthly
(low season), inclusive cleaning
and linen change weekly. Utili-
ties at tenants cost. Tel: +852
09-794 2454 (English). Email:
casajope@yahoo.com

ACCOMMODATION
AVAILABLE

SPACIOUS STUDIO
PATONG

Located 8-minute walk
to Patong Beach. Situated
on 6th floor, furnished with
a large double bed, TV &
DVD player. Kitchen with
microwave, fridge, toaster
and an electric kettle. Rent
from 9,500 baht monthly
(low season), inclusive
cleaned and linen change
weekly. Utilities at tenants
cost. Tel: +852-09-794 2454
(English). Email: casajope
@yahoo.com

LOVELY HOUSE
WITH POOL

Fully furnished, aircon, TV. Free
pool, WiFi. Long / short term.
Rawai / Chalong near pier. Tel:
089-475 1200 (English & Th ai).
Email: info@welcome-inn.com
Please visit our website at http:
//welcomeinn-phuket.com

LOVELY HOUSE
WITH POOL

Fully furnished, aircon, TV. Free
pool, WiFi. Long / short term.
Rawai / Chalong near pier. Tel:
089-475 1200 (English & Th ai).
Email: info@welcome-inn.com
Please visit our website at http:
//welcomeinn-phuket.com

HOLIDAY HOMES
& VILLA RENTALS

LUXURY POOL VILLAS
Budget rate, near Laguna, fully
furnished, comfort, secure.
Small villa: 25,000 baht and big
villa: 35,000 baht lease. For
more information, please call
089-594 4067.

2-BED POOL PENTHOUSE
KARON

Holiday rental. Sea view, rooftop
pool, sundeck, BBQ, beach/
town in 5-minute walk. Email:
gmseasia@gmail.com

LUXURY 1-BED
APARTMENT

Fully furnished, serviced ground
floor (65sqm). Now available for
rent. Short or long term. Located
in the heart of Patong (Soi
Saensabai). For details please
call. Tel: 087-887 9070. Email:
ianscondo21@gmail.com

2-BED APARTMENT
PATONG

100sqm, fully furnished, pool, sea
view, quiet. 15,000 baht. Email:
bricothailand@hotmail.com

HOLIDAY RENT POOL
PENTHOUSE

Spacious, breezy 2-bed pool
penthouse, sea view over Ka
-ta Noi Bay. Rooftop pool, deck.
Email: gmseasia@gmail.com

3-BEDROOM HOUSE
FOR RENT

40,000 baht. Quiet location near
Wat Chalong. 3 bedrooms. 4
bathrooms. Secure small es-
tate. Uninterrupted lake and
mountain views. Parking for
three cars. Swimming pool.
Internet, cable TV, pool mainte-
nance, gardener all included
in price. Available April 1st until
November 30th, 2016. Tel: 093-
793 4258 (English), 085-696
0078 (Thai). Email me (Paul) for
details/photos at pwhittall@aol.
com

4-BEDROOM POOL
VILLA RAWAI

Luxury 4-bedroom, 4-bath-
room pool villa in Rawai / Nai
Harn area. Large 800sqm.
Tel: 087-267 1282 (English).
Email: davidrosamond@out
look.com

STUDIO
2 BEDROOMS + POOL
Special rates in March/April
for studio, 2-bed apart-
ments. Shared pool, WiFi,
maid service included. Start-
ing 9,000 baht/month. Also
2-bed pool villa available.
Chalong. Tel: 086-282 6221
(English). Email: info@cha
longapartment.com For fur-
ther details, please see
www.chalongapartment.
com

DCONDO CREEK -
STUDIO FOR RENT

New unit studio for rent, top floor.
Long term: 9,000 baht/month
(not furnished). Furnished unit
also available for rent. Kathu.
Tel: 081-726 6002. Email: mat
78111@hotmail.com

NEED CONTRUCTION?
Best quality and best price
guaranteed, from building
your home to repair works.
Contact us for free quote.
Tel: 095-415 1000.

3-BED GOLF VILLA,
260SQM

Quiet location,10 min to 3 Inter-
national Schools. No traffic! Pri-
vate pool, cable TV. Huge mas-
ter suite & dressing room /
study. 5 min to Central. Tel: 091-
823 0448 (English & Thai).
Email: jasonjsen@gmail.com

BAR & RESTAURANT
FOR RENT

12,000 baht/month.1 bedroom.
2 bathrooms. Big kitchen and
bar terrace. Fully furnished. Con-
tact Michael. Tel: 089-726 5330.
Email: michel.bernhart@yahoo.
com

CONDO FOR RENT

34sqm,1 bedroom, living
room, fully furnished, oppo-
site Central Festival Phuket.
Phuket town. For more infor-
mation, please call 081-537
9878 (English & Thai).
Email: tiwus@hotmail.co.th

KATA BEACH - FOR RENT
8,000-12,000 baht / month, 500
baht daily, has everything, near
beach. Please call 086-595
8512. Email: kataari@yahoo.
com

HOLIDAY IN NAIHARN
2,3,4 bedrooms pool villas avail-
able for rent. Tel: 085-787 3046.

CONSTRUCTION,
MAINTENANCE

Construction, renovation,
maintenance, air-conditio-
ner service & installation,
pool service and mainte-
nance, electric surveys,
mold remediation. Kathu.
Visit our website or give us
a call for more information.
Tel: 083-394 8337 (English),
080-141 4577 (English &
Thai). Email: mattias@zion
property.com, Please visit
our  website at http://zionpro
perty.com

ARE YOU LOSING
MONEY?

Phuket's first full-service vaca-
tion rental management com-
pany run by experts from the
hotel industry. Introducing Lofty
- do you have any idea how
much your property could make
if managed properly? Contact
us for a free income assess-
ment! You will be amazed.
Patong. Tel: 092-475 4984 (En-
glish), 084-926 6063 (Thai).
Email: info@loftyphuket.com

B.L. APARTMENT
FOR RENT

At Kathu, 1 bedroom, 1 living
room, aircon, cable TV,
ADSL, hot shower, garden
and car park. Rent: 7,000
baht per month. Tel: 081-692
3163.

PATONG TOWER
CONDOMINIUM

For rent, only 1,000 baht/day. 2
beds, 3 swimming pools, Pa-
tong Beach. Contact Dee. For
more information, please call
084-630 1770.

3-BED POOL VILLA KATA
BEACH

Walk to 2 beaches & town in 3
minutes. Very private pool villa.
Shared tennis court, gym. Kata
& Kata Noi Pool Villa. Please
contact by email: resortgm@
gmail.com

2-BEDROOM CONDO
FOR RENT

22,000 baht/month. Spa-
cious (100sqm). Available
now. In a friendly (12 unit)
development, located be-
tween Bang Tao & Surin
Beaches. Occupies 1/2 of
top floor. Fully furnished.
Western style kitchen.
Washing machine. Aircon in
all rooms. New 55' Smart TV
+ home theatre. Shares a
large swimming pool area.
Internet & UBC available.
Utilities are extra. Contact
Sean. Tel: 081-8943839.
Email: seanmcmahuna@
gmail.com
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J O B S  /  R E C R U I T M E N T

GRAPHIC DESIGNER
WANTED

A graphic designer required to
assist our media manager, per-
manent position available, to
start as soon as possible. Kathu.
Tel: 095-036 0336 (English).
Email: chris.moore@maximizer.
zone, http://maximizer.zone

TEACHER WANTED
Home schooling, native English,
female, Monday-Friday, 9.00-
2.00pm, 4 children, 7-9 years
old. Salary: 40,000 baht.Tel: 081-
343 0777. Email: montha_phu
ket@yahoo.com

RESORT
PHOTOGRAPHER

Experienced photographer,
English speaking, take & sell
guest photos. Good salary &
commission after trial. Tel: 076-
330456, 090-158 7868. Email:
Lighthousephotograph@gmail.
com

WEBMASTER & DESIGN
Phuket's leading Real Estate
Company is recruiting! Job de-
scription; Ensure the web serv-
ers, hardware and software are
operating accurately. Design
websites. Debug issues that
arise with the performance of
the website, promotion of the
website/SEO. Ensure the web-
site works efficiently and fast.
Put content online (properties,
promotions, news etc). Make
newsletters and email automa-
tion (mailchimp, Kigo etc). Deal
with the hosting company or
email service provider to solve
problems or improve services.
Tel: 076-341045, 081-459 0152.
Email: info@propertyinphuket.
com

VILLA MANAGER /
TOUR SALES

Full time for immediate start.
Thai national, good standard of
English. 1.5 days off per week.
Salary + bonus. OTE 30,000
baht.  Ao Nang, Krabi. Tel: 075-
637437, 081-077 5698 (English).
Fax: 075-637669. Email: month
info@baansanthiya.com

ENGLISH TEACHERS
P/T Kindergarten, Monday-
Friday 8-11am. Rassada area
in Phuket Town: TEFL. F/T EP
school teacher, Phuket Town,
Deg+TEFL. Salary: 36,000 baht
+/month+W.P. ECC, Phuket. Tel:
089-139 8453 (English & Thai),
091-647 5465 (English). Email:
Giles@ecc.ac.th

KRABI BOAT LAGOON
URGENT

1 Marina Manager. 2 GSAs. All
positions require good English
command and service minded.
Tel: 075-818 765. Email: sorn
kom.k@holidayinnkrabi.com

NATIVE TRANSLATOR
WANTED

To assist our Media Manager in
translating our media releases.
Must be able to communicate
well and be social media savvy.
Can work from home, native
speakers in  the following lan-
guages required. Japanese, Ko-
rean, Chinese, French, Italian,
German and Spanish. Must be
also able to read and speak En-
glish. Kathu. Tel: 095-036 0336
(English). Email: bodymaximiser
@gmail.com, http://maximizer.
zone

OFFICE ADMIN STAFF
Must have English skills. Thai
national. Tel: 081-787 7702 (En-
glish). Email: workforsimba@
gmail.com

APT MANAGER NEEDED
Thai, female aged 25 years up,
healthy, reliable English speak-
ing, hotel experience. Start:
23,000 baht + bonus. Patong
Beach. Tel: 085-694 6463.

ACCOUNTANT
(2 POSITIONS)

Urgently needed! Bachelor's
degree. Good analytical and
interpersonal skills. Proficient
in MS office (word, excel and
outlook). Fluent in English
(written and spoken). Detail
oriented, organized, able to work
independently and multitask.
Office located at Patong. Great
opportunity, high salary and
benefits will be given to the right
candidate. Tel: 076-341045,
081-459 0152 (English). Email:
Info@propertyinphuket.com

HOUSEMAID
SUPERVISOR

Main duties: organize and follow
up all the maids’ work, supervise
cleaning schedule of properties,
inventory of villa during cleaning
and laundry service. Great op-
portunity, high salary and ben-
efits will be given to the right can-
didate. Tel: 076-341045, 081-
459 0152 (English). Email: Info
@propertyinphuket.com
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B O A T S  &  M A R I N E W H E E L S
& M O T O R

CAR RENT
AT FAIR PRICES

Long-term rental starts from
12,000 baht monthly. A week
from 4,200 baht. Free deliv-
ery in Phuket. First-class
rental insurance. Thalang.
Tel: 085-655 2613 (English &
Thai), 084-847 4377.

G E N E R A L  C L A S S I F I E D S

BULLETINS BUSINESS PRODUCTS & SERVICES

A V I A T I O N

BLUE CANYON GOLF
MEMBERSHIP

For sale: 700,000 baht. Tel: 086-288
5896. Email: orapatw@yahoo.com

LOCH PALM
MEMBERSHIP

400,000 baht. For more informa-
tion, please call  081-859 5194.

CLUB MEMBERSHIP AVAILABLE

PHUKET COUNTRY CLUB
Golf life membership. 470,000
baht, everything included. Nego-
tiable. Tel: 081-089 1407.

FORD FOCUS 2.0IS
2012

32,000km. Fully maintained
by Ford. Excellent condition.
Many extras. 550,000 baht
includes private plate. Tel:
093-710 7259 (English),
082-231 5842.
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Best loved pies under Thai skies
By Baz Daniels

THE Aussie meat pie has an
almost iconic status within the
Pantheon of Australian idio-
syncrasies, right up there with
kangaroos (flying and earth-
bound) and Pom-bashing.

How endearingly quirky it is
then to find the quotidian
Aussie meat pie well estab-
lished here in Phuket, acting as
an exotic taste of distant parts
for some, while for others pro-
viding a comforting echo of
home.

The creator of this unique
link between pie and Thai is
none other than vivacious Su-
san Usher, Lady Pie herself.

How did this strange align-
ment of pie in the Siamese sky
arise?

In many ways it all hap-
pened as a matter of sheer
chance, she says. “I grew up on
the border between New South
Wales and Victoria, where my
father worked on the famous
Snowie Mountain hydro devel-
opment in the 1950s. Pies were
a standard part of the workers
diets and I witnessed how
seminal a role they played in
the Aussie working man’s life

from a young age.
Like so many other Aussies,

my husband Harry and I ful-
filled a dream by taking off to
discover the world from the
deck of a sailing boat. When we
sailed into Phuket we immedi-
ately appreciated its laid-back
charms, and so decided to put
up here for a while.

We used to hang out at the
Chalong Yacht Club and I
started making Aussie meat
pies for the boys there, which
led to pie and beer nights. The
pies seemed to gain a sort of
fame among the ‘grottie-
yachtie’crowd, largely by word
of mouth, and I started getting
more and more requests for
them, particularly for events
like the Melbourne Cup, or the
Aussie Rules Grand Final. I
thought, why not give pie-mak-
ing a real go, and so 12 years
ago, in early 2004, I started pro-
ducing and selling the pies
commercially.”

Susan’s initial foray was
dashed asunder by the 2004
tsunami, but she girded her
loins and re-opened a new
shop and eventually her pie
factory in Cherng Talay in
December 2005, and from

there has built Thailand’s pre-
mier pie empire.

Lady Pie’s adventures in
the heady world of commer-
cial pie production have
proved to be an astounding
success and her fame began to
spread across Thailand and
later the region.

Airline pilots based in Hong
Kong and Singapore started
taking consignments of pies
back to base with them to be
consumed after Hash House
Harrier meets, or during the
annual bacchanal of the Hong
Rugby Sevens.

Today you will find Lady
Pie’s produce in 25 Villa Mar-
kets country-wide, and
comments on Trip Advisor rate
her pies as ‘better than those
back in Aussie’ – high praise
indeed from such a discerning
audience.

The pies today range from
the traditional minced beef and
onion variety, to chicken and
veggie, sausage rolls or the fa-
mous pasty cousins that
originated in England’s Cor-
nish tin mines in the early 18th
century. Not content with con-
quering the world of pies,
Susan also produces apple

crumbles, vanilla slices,
quiches and even those strange,
sweet, Aussie desserts known
as Lamingtons.

 All of Susan’s pies boast
signature flaky puff-pastry tops
with short crust bottoms,
yet never a molecule
of trans-fat,
colorant, pre-
servative, or
MSG will you
find despoil-
ing the
healthfulness
and good taste
of her produce.

At the time
of writing, Su-
san is preparing
her usual vast
consignment of
thousands of pies
which will be
heading off
to the Hong
K o n g
Rugby Sev-
ens, and
taking or-
ders for
Easter hot-
c r o s s e d
buns.

The  Life

of Pie is a happy one indeed.

Lady Pie Co Ltd is located
at 32 Srisoonthorn Road,
Cherng Talay, Phuket.

Tel: 076-271 049
Email:info@

ladypie.com

Rendering:
A d r i a n o
Trapani
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