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‘THE MAP CUTS OUT 1,200 RAI OF PUBLIC LAND’

(ne map, one

more pronlem

B Prime Minister

told new map steals
B50bn baht of land
from Phuket

By Chutharat Plerin

OFFICIALS in Bangkok are fuming after
Prime Minister Gen Prayut Chan-o-cha
wastold that the* OneMap’ project, aimed
at seeing state agencies use a map set at
the same scale, sliced off about 50 billion
baht worth of national park and forestry
land in Phuket for the benefit of private
investors.

In the past, the use of maps with differ-
ent scales led to encroachment on forest
areas and the fraudulent issuance of own-
ership documents, asareas often overlapped
due to the varying scales, explained Jus-
tice Minister Gen Paiboon Koomchaya,
who is aso the chair of the national state
land boundary enhancement committee.

The project was proposed last year as
part of a solution to tackle the widespread
issue of encroachment and deforestation.

When the 1:4000 scale map is officialy
used nationwide, it will be impossible to
issue land ownership documents...
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Continued on Pages 4-5

Taxi driver
attacks hotel
employee in
front of guest

POLICE arrested a taxi
driver last week after he was
caught on CCTV assault-
ing a Holiday Inn Resort
employee in Patong.

Full story Page 3
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Briefly

American man
fdlsto hisdeath

A 40-YEAR-OLD American
man fell to his death from the
17th floor of a Patong hotel on
January 16.

The man, whose name is
being withheld pending confir-
mation that next of kin have
been informed of hisdeath, was
staying alone in the hotel.

Police confirmed that there
were no signs of astruggle but
are investigating the matter
further.

—Winai Sarot

Phuket named
richest province

DATA compiled by the Office
of the National Economic and
Social Development Board
(NESDB) has dubbed Phuket
the richest among Thailand’s
77 provinces.

Following Phuket on thelist
of richest provinces were
Samut Sakhon, Bangkok,
Nonthaburi and Chonburi.

The island was ranked sec-
ond on a combined index for
overall health, education, em-
ployment, income and
communication.

— The Nation

_ak

Virgin beach deflowered
wit umbras, Iong

3

= ¥
b A, A

g~
..-.. ﬁ
EL)

e it

Though all umbrellas and beach chairs on Phuket’s Laem Sing Beach are banned, photographs taken
from above the beach show furniture obscuring much of the sand. Phuket Vice Governor Chokdee
Amornwat, who is in charge of the island’s beach management, vowed to take action against the violation

of provincial rules next week. For the full story, visit PhuketGazette.net. Photo: Gazette reader

British nationd
found dead at
Kamaa home

A BRITISH expat was found
dead in front of hishomeinKa-
mala on January 15.

Thomas Robert Putnam, 52,

was found hanging by his neck
from abeam in his front yard.

Police found no signs of a
struggle or that the home had
been ransacked.

The British Embassy has
been notified of Mr Putnam’s
death while police continue
their investigation.

— Kritsada Mueanhawong
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Police hunt for
driver of fatal
hit-and-run

POLICE are hunting the driver
of a vehicle that struck and
killed a woman in Paklok on
January 15.

Obrom Daengprapai, 68, was
dropping her 5-year-old grand-
daughter off at school when her
motorbikewashit by acar while
she was changing lanes.

Ms Obrom was pronounced
dead on arrival at Thalang Hos-
pital, while her granddaughter
received treatment for minor
injuries.

—Winai Sarot

Officers arrest
drug deder with
meth, firearm

POLICE arrested an armed
drug dedler in Phuket on Janu-
ary 14.

Saichon Taengkliang, 37,
was caught with about 235
grams of ya ice (crystal meth-
amphetamine) and 331 pills of
ya bah (methamphetamine), as
well as afirearm and ammuni-
tion.

Police are now trying to
break up the drug network by
tracking down his supplier.

— Kritsada Mueanhawong

Massrad yidds
dozen suspects

A LARGE task force swept up
12 suspects wanted for a series
of crimes ranging from illegal
drugsand firearms, totheir role
in the Thalang Police Station
riot on January 17.

A total of eight firearms, 88
rounds of ammunition, 117 ya
bah (methamphetamine) pills,
18.4 grams of marijuana,
1.16kg of kratom leaves and
1.35 liters of a kratom-based
beverage were seized.

— Kritsada Mueanhawong

CCTV catches
hedonist thugs
robbing victims

POLICE arrested two sus-
pected thieves and their accom-
plice on January 13, after col-
lecting evidence from nearby
CCTV cameras.

Chaiprasit Boonyok and
Thiradet Chotika, both 23, con-
fessed to two robberiesinvolving
a British and Russian expat.

They were charged for rob-
bery and carrying a weapon in
public. The accomplice was
charged for receiving stolen
goods and acting as an accom-
plice to theft.

— Kritsada Mueanhawong

Flyovers given
second chance
to take off

THE plans for flyovers at two
key locations that were shot
down by localslast year, will be
tabled againin an effort to solve

traffic troubles on Phuket.
Phuket Governor Chamroen
Tipayapongtada, who will re-
table the plans next month,
remarked that misunderstanding
and lack of necessary informa
tion for the public was what
caused theideato fail last time.
— Kongleaphy Keam

LLoca man shot
In groin, back

A PHUKET man on a motor-
bike was hit twice during a

drive-by  shooting  on
Thepkrasattri Road in Phuket
on January 18.

Rawi Suksamran, 34, suf-
fered bullet woundsto hisgroin
area and lower back.

Police are still hunting for
the shooter, while Mr Rawi is
recovering in hospital.

—Winai Sarot
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POLICE arrested ataxi driver on Janu-
ary 13 after he was caught on CCTV
cameras assaulting a Holiday Inn Re-
sort Phuket employee in Patong on
January 12.

sources Director Tawatchai Kwanchum,
37, after he hailed a tuk-tuk for hotel
guests.

“Mr Tawatchai flagged down atuk-
tuk at the request of the guests.
This angered Mr Chamni, as he was

Resort employee beaten by taxi driver after hailing tuk-tuk

intendent Chaiwat Ouikham.
Theincident isjust another in along
string of attacks in the last few weeks
by notoriously short-tempered public
transport drivers in Phuket, attacking
each other, their passengers or other

province surrendered himself to police
on January 5 after avideo clip of him
attacking a foreigner on a motorbike
went viral.

Mr Chamni was charged with as-
sault and fined just 1,000 baht (approx

Officers used the footage to iden-
tify Chamni Khaiduang, 50, who was
seen viciously attacking Human Re-

already sitting outside the hotel in
his taxi,” said Patong Police Super-

motorists.

US$28.00).
A van driver in neighboring Krabi

— Kritsada Mueanhawong

Many Idand tourism venues

By Panassaya Jaengjamras

deemed |Ileg say officials

ALMOST 50 per cent of pri-
vate tourist attractions on
Phuket have been operating
illegally, confirmed Phuket
Vice Governor Prajiad
Aksornthammakul.

The in-depth investigation
into animal shows and other
tourism hot spots, including
ATV adventures, shooting
ranges and go-kart tracks, was
initiated following a tourist
being bitten on the nose at a
snake show after she kissed a
serpent on January 9.

“It is essential that we in-
crease safety measures at all
tourism venues to prevent
further avoidable accidents
from occurring,” said V/Gov
Prajiad at a meeting on
January 14.

Only 45 of 80 recognized
tourism venues on Phuket have
the necessary tourism license,
as required by the Tourism
Business and Guide Act 2008,
confirmed Santi Pawai, direc-

MOTS Director Santi Pawai (left) investigates the legality of a snake show after a Chinese tourist was bitten
by one of its serpents earlier this month. Photo: Kritsada Mueanhawong

tor of the Ministry of Tourism
and Sports (MOTS) Phuket
Office.

“Those who have yet to ob-
tain the necessary licence must
do so by the end of the month,”
Mr Santi said. “Anyone who
fails to do so risks being

charged with operating without
the licence, which carries a
maximum penalty of two years
imprisonment, a fine of
500,000 baht or both.”
Directly dealing with theis-
sue of animal shows, Mr Santi
made it clear that al perform-

ers working with animals
would be required to be trained
to specifically work with the
species of animal under their
care.

“It is our responsibility to
ensure that tourists on the is-
land are safe,” Mr Santi said.

| nternationa
licencesto be
mandatory

V/Gov Chokdee Photo: Gazette file

OFFICIALSwill soonrequire
all foreigndriverstobein pos-
session of an international
driving licence when renting
vehicles, confirmed Phuket
Vice Governor Chokdee
Amornwat on January 12.

In an effort to protect tour-
ists, renters and business
owners, as well as to lower
road accidents and fatalities,
Vice Governor Chokdee es-
tablished a committee whose
aim is to help monitor the
rental vehicle industry.

Additional details on new
regulationswill bediscussed at
the committee's next meeting,
which has yet to be scheduled.

— Sukawin Tanthavanich
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Speedboat crew safety cour ses
launched after woman sdeth

MARINE Police launched
safety and rescue education
coursesin Phuket following the
death of a French snorkeller,
who was killed by a speedboat
earlier this month.

The campaign, entitled
‘Safety is the heart of tourist’,
aims to have all crew working
with tourists on the island
trained within two months. By
January 15, morethan 100 boat
crew will have already taken
the course, confirmed Phuket
Marine Police Chief Panya
Chaichana.

“The project was launched
to reduce the number of marine
accidents and improve the res-
cue skills of boat crew,” Lt Col
Panya said. “The course re-
views the laws that govern the
marine world, as well as offers
live-action drills, so that they
can practice responding to
emergency situations.”

Overall, there has been good

Boat crews were taught safety and rescue skills. Photo: Marine Police

feedback from those taking the
course.

“They are happy to learn
and willing to put it into prac-
tice, should they need to,” Col

Panya said.

Another course is scheduled
for January 23 at Asia Marina
Port.

— Kongleaphy Keam

BREATHING
INTERRUPTIONS*!
DURING SLEEP
CAN BE

LIFE-THREATENING

P,

*Obstructive Sleep Apnea (0OSA) is a common serious sleep
disorder mostly associated with aging, overweight and a lack of
exercise. Sleep specialists recommend an overnight study called
Folysomnography (PSG) to reveal an individual's current sleep
data, number of times breathing is impaired during sleep, and the
severity of sleep apnea.

Isvwemangomu
BARGHOK HOSPITAL ,L_

Take the Sleep Disorder Test @ only 16,500 Baht
for your early detection and better quality of life.

Consult our expert doctors at the Neurology Science Center today.
Call 1719 ext. 3750-1, or e-mall us at info@phukethospital.com
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PM Prayut

From page 1

...that are fraudulent, and au-
thorities will be able to take
more effective action against
people who encroach on forest-
land, Gen Paiboon said.
However, the Prime Minis-
ter on Monday received a
complaint from Damrong
Phidet, a member of the Na-
tional Reform Steering
Assembly and former director
general of the Department of
National Parks, Wildlife and
Plant Conservation (DNP).
“1 have obtained and passed
on information incriminating
officials who abused their
power and sold off about 1,200
rai of forestry and park land,”
said Mr Damrong. “I was in-
formed by anumber of officials
who were working on the One

Damrong, following the
complaint’s submission to PM
Prayut, saying that there were
subcommitteesinall provinces,
as well as regional level pan-
els, to examine and verify the
boundaries of stateland nation-
wide after the state map was
changed to a 1:4000 ratio
across the board. Hence, he
believes no wrongdoing should
have occurred, as claimed by
Mr Damrong.

However, if there were is-
sues, Gen Paiboon assured the
press that he would take action
against the officials himself.

Gen Paiboon called on Mr
Damrong to provide evidence
of ongoing boundary adjust-
ment at Sirinath National Park.

Mr Damrong confirmed to
the Gazette on Tuesday that he
had submitted all relevant

Map project
about inaccu-
rateinformation
being used to
mark park and
forestry land.
They did not
want to sign off
on the measure-
ments, as they
knew that land
was missing.”
The land,

documents to
the Ministry of
Justice.

“l am willing
to meet with
Minister
Paiboon in per-
son, if he so
wishes,” Mr
Damrong said.

If the new
One Map bor-
ders of Sirinath

which is valued
at about 50 bil-
lion baht, was
divided up into

L If the new

boundaries are signed
off, then we suddenly

National Park
wereto be used,
Thailand would
lose hundreds
of ra of valu-

178 plots and

originally is- lose our cases able park land,
sued NorSor 3 and the land.J confirmed
Kor land-usage — Kitiphat Tharapiban, K itiphat
documents, ex- Sirinath National 1haapiban, the
plained  Mr Park Chief Chi€f of Sirinath
Damrong. National Park.

“The 50 hillion baht worth
of land was stolen from the
park for the benefit of business-
men, who then built luxury
hotels and resorts on it,” Mr
Damrong alleged. “1 want any-
one involved in this land
snatching to face the full force
of the law.”

The complaint to the PM
was also filed with the Depart-
ment of Special Investigation,
the National Anti-Corruption
Commission, the Ministry of
Natural Resources and Envi-
ronment, and the Ministry of
Justice, confirmed Mr
Damrong.

“I brought it to the attention
of the Prime Minister for him
to judge, hoping that he will
order a full investigation into
those involved in taking the
measurements,” Mr Damrong
said.

Gen Paiboon rebuked Mr

“The team working on this
project isfrom the central gov-
ernment. I’ ve had no part in it.
However, from what | know, it
looks like about 1,200 rai of
national forest has been com-
mandeered from Phuket —
including about 400 rai of na-
tional park land,” said Mr
Kitiphat, who nearly resigned
in 2014 after receiving death
threats related to land en-

croachment.
“Part of theland that will be
deemed legal, if the new

boundaries are put in place, is
currently being used by anum-
ber of luxury resorts, which are
under investigation or in legal
proceedings,” Mr Kitiphat told
the Gazette on Tuesday. “1 am
very concerned about this. If
the new boundaries are signed
off, then we suddenly lose our
cases and the land.

“1 hope that the committee
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old survey cut out 1,200 rai

will reeval uatethe situation and
the new boundaries will not be
used for the map. | don’t want
tolose asingle square centime-
ter more of our park.”

The DNP stopped issuing
Chanote titlesin 1964 for land
in the Sirinath National Park
and Khao Ruak-Khao Muang
forest reserve areas, explained
Mr Damrong.

“Any land that hasa Chanote
issued after 1964 we consider to
be illegal,” Mr Damrong told
the Gazette during his 2012 in-
vestigation into 10 resorts that
had allegedly encroached on
national park land.

“In 1979, the Land Depart-
ment issued land ownership
documents for 178 plots that
wereinfact part of the national
forest or national park land,”
Mr Damrong said. “Itisunclear
whether or not they realized
that they were issuing these
documents for protected areas.
We are now trying to reclaim
the land.”

During his 2012 investiga-
tion, Mr Damrong named the
resorts, villadevelopments and
management companies under
investigation for allegedly en-
croaching on Sirinath National
Park land.

They werenamed in Thai as.

 Phuket Peninsular Spa &
Resort - under investigation by
the Sri Racha Royal Forest
Department (RFD)

i

g

Il

Mr Damrong explained that any Chanote issued after 1964 should be considered illegal. Photo: The Nation

e Central & City Develop-
ment Co Ltd - wunder
investigation by Surat Thani
RFD

 Landstate Co Ltd - under
investigation by Nakhon Sri
Thammarat RFD

» Ms Suchada Sangsuwan -
under investigation by
Songkhla RFD

» Andaman White Beach -
under investigation by Nakhon

Rachasima RFD

* Suree Samlit Co Ltd - un-
der investigation by Khon Kaen
RFD

* Pavilions Beach Resort Co
Ltd - under investigation by
Phitsanulok RFD

 La Coalline villa develop-
ment - under investigation by
Phrae RFD

* Layan Phuket Co Ltd - un-
der investigation by Trat RFD

In 2014, officials called for
the land titles of about 100 rai
of property owned by other big
name companies on the island
to be revoked. The companies
were named as Phuket Pullman
Arcadia Co Ltd, Malaiwana
Park Development Co Ltd,
United Developers Corporation
Ltd and Three Dol phins Resort
Co Ltd.

Thetitles, which were to be

reviewed by an audit commit-
tee, have yet to be revoked the
Gazette confirmed on Wednes-
day.

Mr Damrong explained to
the Gazette that he understood
that hisand other investigations
into the legitimacy of land
documentsthat total trillions of
baht worth of investment is
shaking investors confidencein
the island.

“l pity the investors who
have spent billions of baht for
the land,” he said. “But how
can a luxury building be com-
pletely surrounded by national
park land? How is that even
possible?’

“1 do realize that some of
these people are the fifth or
sixth owners of the properties.
The documents were issued
morethan 30 years ago, and the
officers who signed off on the
documents might already be
dead, as could be the origina
owners.

“The current owners are
victims.”

Nonetheless, he pointed out
that it was impossible for a
luxury building to be inside a
national park.

“The best we can doisto get
everything taken care of prop-
erly, so that investors further
down the line won’'t have to
facethe same concernsasthose
who are now in theillegal pos-
session of national park land.”

OUR PRODUCT LINE INCLUDES WINDOW DESIGN AND AWNINGS
» Tension Membranes Product » Retractable Awnings * Vertical Awnings

» Canopy * Tents and Warehouse Tents * Drop Arm Awnings * Pergola

* Insect Screen * Sunscreen Roller Blinds

WINDOW DESIGN AND AWNINGS CO., LTD.
70/89 M.4 Chowfatawantok Road, T.Vichit, A.Muang Phuket 8.

+66 (0) 76 216 447

Email: arunsawadde@hotmail.com www.tentphuket.com, www.windecor.co.th
+66 (0) 89 724 6914

+66 (0) 76 216 448
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MORE direct flights from key tourist

markets to Phuket was put forward as
the Tourism Authority of Thailand
(TAT) Phuket Office scrambled out of
a ‘lion's den’ of hoteliers and prop-
erty industry figures a decade ago.
“It seems to me, from what | have
heard here, that there are tourists who
want to come, but there are no flights.
If we see the potential from Austra-
lia, say, or Hong Kong, instead of
[using the TAT’s] budget for adver-
tising, we[will] support Thai Airways

‘| International and you [will] do the
| marketing,” TAT Governor Juthamas

Siriwan told the group.
With the battle of short-haul bud-

get airlines now rag-
ing in the region,
direct flights to many
key markets have
come online since Ms
Juthamas' proposal.
Though there has
been recent focus on direct flights to
Phuket by HK Express, as well as
Thomson Airways, the real impact is
coming with more and more mainland
Chinese cities being directly con-
nected to the island.

Though it seemsthe page one story
of the January 21-28 issue of the Ga-
zette feels dated now that Phuket
Internatlonal A| rport |sset to out pace

hindsight

the capacity of the
yet-to-be-finished ex-
pansion — set at 12
million people—clip-
pings of headlines
from the rest of the
pages could be
thrown into this week’s Gazette with
only a change of the dateline.
‘Monorail project would cost
B20bn — consultant’ reads the
sidebar of page one. Yes, that's the
lightrail project for which Bangkok
officials currently hot. The feasibil-
ity study into the project began in
October 2005... and now, ten full
yearslater, wereally aren’t that much

closer to the public transport project
being built, despite many hoping it
will mark the dawn of a new era on
the island.

Therewas aso the call for blood at
the beginning of 2006, which issome-
thing we now regularly hear from the
Red Cross.

“We have nearly run out of sup-
pliesin Phuket,” the President of the
Phuket Blood Donor Club told the
Gazette.

However, the headlinethat isfright-
eningly realistic nearly ten years after
the fact reads. Could Phuket hotels
cope with another tsunami?

- Isaac Stone Simonelli

over forged
credit carde

Could Phuket hotels cope

A
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Four Mexicans
killed In
horror crash

FOUR Mexican tourists were
killed and six seriously in-
jured after the van their 10-
member group had chartered
to drive across Thailand
crashed into aroadsidetreein
Phichit’s Pho Prathap Chang
district on January 14.

Court sentences
teachers for

rape of young
students

THE Supreme Court on Janu-
ary 18 handed down lengthy
jail terms to two former teach-
ers for raping severa of their
students.

The victims were between
seven and eight years old when
they were sexually assaulted.
The crimes took place in 2006
at aschool in Bangkok and at a
hotel.

The two defendants were
Lon Sorakanit, 68, and Pimol
Sunsri, 58. Both had threatened
their victims not to tell anyone
about the attacks but the girls
parents discovered what had
happened and lodged com-
plaints.

The Supreme Court upheld
the conviction of both defen-
dants, ordering Lon to serve 19

OPENING TIMES

From 04.00 pm - 11.00 pm

MINISTRY OF

FARANG AFFAIRS

WHEN THERE'S

S0 MucH ICE CUBES
IN YOUR GLASS

THAT YoU CANNOT
PRINE THE WATER...

,}‘_ THINGS THAT REALLY ANNOY
FARANGS IN THAILAND

STePHFF

years and three months in jall
gn? Pimol to serve 12 yearsin
jail.

Hacker attack
over Koh Tao
sentence ushers

In security fears

THE recent hacking of govern-
ment websites has called into
guestion the government’s
cyber security standards and

Briefly

risked its reputation for man-
agement, cyber security spe-
cialists said on January 17.
Police websites and about
300 Courts of Justice websites
were hacked by sympathizers
from the group Anonymous in
protest against the Koh Tao

double-murder verdict.

That led to a suggestion
from police to bring back the
single gateway plan to tackle
the problem, which was
promptly shot down by cyber
security specialists.

Gov't wary of
Supreme
Patriarch

THE government will not
seek a royal endorsement for

Let your senses be united with seq, air and mountain mist while enjoying
a new and exciting gastronomical experience at The Meka Sky Lounge,
The Naka Phuket's highest peak rooftop restaurant above the stunning
Andaman Sea

the new Supreme Patriarch if
conflicts between opponents
and supporters of the nominee
lead to court cases or vio-
lence, said Deputy Prime
Minister Wissanu Krea-ngam
on January 17.

Deputy PM Wissanu was
responding to the Sangha Su-
preme Council’s decision to
nominate Somdet Phra Maha
Ratchamangalacharn as the
Supreme Patriarch.

The 90-year-old abbot of Wat
Pak Nam Phasi Charoen, also
known as Somdet Chuang, is
alleged to beinvolved in luxury
car tax evasion.

Thailand faces
‘old beforerichy
dilemma

THAILAND should urgently
review itspolicies, asitis*get-
ting old before getting rich’
with arapidincreasein the eld-
erly population, according to
the World Bank.

Thailand and other devel op-
ing countries have a shorter
time than Western countries to
adjust attitudes.

The ‘getting old before get-
ting rich’ dilemmais occurring
in Thailand, China, Vietnam
and Myanmar.

The shrinkage of Thailand’s
labor force of those aged 15-64
isforecast to be over 10 per cent
from 2010-40, the sharpest
among developing economies
and compared to just four per
cent in Vietnam.
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Beach blanket bilko

RECENT photos sent to the Gazette by a concerned reader
revealed that the popular Laem Sing Beach in Kamala has
been encroached upon by ‘privateinvestors who arerenting
out multiple rows of beach loungers and umbrellas on the
‘virgin' beach.

Thisillegal activity requires immediate action by provincial
officials and law enforcement officers before the re-emerging
lawlessness spreads to other beaches on theidand and compro-
mises all of the hard work the government has done to return
our beautiful beachesto their rightful owners: the public.

When the National Council for Peace and Order (NCPO)
took power in 2014, few expected that endemic corruption in
Phuket’s tourism industry would be a prime target of the
new gover nment.

Even as Thailand’s domestic palitical situation drew consid-
erable criticism from international observers, the Gazette
supported the NCPO in its unprecedented campaign to rid the
idand of corruption.

I ssues of democratic development aside, the fact remains
that therewill never be a better time than now to battle land
encroachment and other acts of lawlessness that have rav-
aged Phuket’s beautiful environment.

The NCPO’s unexpected move to free Phuket of corrup-
tion camewith thedeclaration that thelong-standing practice
by municipalities of divvying up local beaches for lucrative
concession to beach service providers was illegal and would
no longer be tolerated.

That being said, a suitable number of beach loungers and
umbr ellasshould bemadeavailablefor rent at popular beaches
like Patong and Karon, especially as shade trees along these
strands are few and far between and many tourists come here
with theintent of spending much of theday on the sands. Beach
umbrella rental operators also can play an important role in
keeping our beaches clean and safe for visiting tourists.

However, the issueisthe blatant disregard of the laws and
rules governing our island at the international embarrass
ment of the gover nment.

Lack of decisive action by police and local leaderscould set a
sad precedent that will undermine the considerable progress
achieved by the NCPO in reclaiming our beachesfor public use.

Justice, with transparent punishment of the perpetrators,
needs to be served in this case as soon as possible to set an
example for others who might be tempted to follow suit.
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| thought you said
she was a virgin

Crte

Extra punishment for abuse of power

Re: PM informed: B50bn of
national park land allegedly
stolen by officials, January 18

Thailand needs more people
like Khun Damrong — they
have already tried to
marginalize him but he has
stuck to his guns.

The proof of the pudding lies
in whether or not others have
the intestinal fortitude to back
him up and see these allega-
tions through.

The destruction of the 1,200
rai is clear to anyone who
drives through the area. It's
about time that ‘ government’
officials convicted of crimes
face extrapunishment for gross
abuse of their positions.

Mister Ree
Gazette forum

Charging for beach
access is not legal

Re: Phuket beach covered with
umbrellas, chairs, January 16

Anyone’s land which en-
compasses beach access is
required to give public access
to the public beach as stated in
previous editions when a hotel
was challenged and gave free
accesstothebeach astheir land
enveloped it.

What is complicated about
that?

If someone at Laem Sing is
really charging for accesstothe
beach, thisisillegal. Why has
it been overlooked there? And
why isit overlooked at Paradise
Beach on Patong'’s south head-
land.

Skip
Gazette forum

to the Editor

Do you have an opinion to voice?
Email Editor@PhuketGazette.net

Easy and practical
traffic solutions

Re: Phuket flyover sgiven second
chance to take off, January 16

Actualy, the traffic lights [at
thesite of the proposed flyovers)
dow down thetraffic, so u-turns
can be done safer further up the
road. Stationing traffic police at
u-turns at peak timeswould bea
far better idea, along with re-
stricting convenience storesfrom
being built on main roads, espe-
cidly near a set of traffic lights
or ajunction.

And how about turning the
Phuket Gateway into a Lorry
Park and ban trucks from en-
tering the island from 6am
through 8:30am and 4pm
through 7pm?

Col Clipton
Gazette Forum

Taxi driversshow no
respect for the law

Re: Resort employee beat by
taxi driver for hailing tuk-tuk,
January 15

It'spretty easy to seewhy the
taxi drivers have not shown any
respect to the military by fol-
lowing their orders and
presenting tourism to Thailand
in a more positive light.

These taxi men till do what-
ever they want to do and even

act openly like mafia heavies,

and that’ sbecausethe courtstreat

their assaultslike other countries
would treat illegal parking.

A 1,000 baht fine means

nothing.
Chob
Gazette forum

Education iskey to
a cleaner Phuket

Re: Phuket Governor declares
war on trash, January 14
WEell intended. A clean, trash-
free island is the way to
prosperity and a great tourist
destination for the benefit of all.
Teach the uneducated how to
take care of their natural re-
sources, how to dispose of their
trash and recycle the proper
way, to keep their beaches
clean, and the sea and the air
we breathe.
Weneedto haveahedthy life.
If they don't listen, imposefines.
Mother Nature
Gazette forum

Underpassworkers
arerarey seen out

Re: Failed underpass company
to continue project with hefty
fines, January 13

| hardly see people working
on this site.

A big difference from the
Ital-Thai construction site at
Koh Kaew. Not just recently,
but since the beginning.

Simply the wrong...
pany chosen for the job.

Michael
Gazette forum

com-
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Protection from your saif

FIRsT
PERSON
OF COURSE the DDPM rig-
orously tries to prevent death
during any kind of natural di-
saster. However, we also try
and prevent unnatural deaths
from occurring during the day-
to-day lives of those on Phuket.

As you can see, these are
very daunting tasks, as the
deaths such as these are unpre-
dictable.

The 2004 tsunami was some-
thing we weren't prepared for,
which iswhy it caused so much
devastation. However, now that
we are prepared for a tsunami
and other natural disasters, the
bigger issue we are faced with
is the everyday dangers on our
roads and in our waters.

Road accidents are now the
biggest issue in Phuket. People
continue to die on our roads at
an alarming rate and the num-
ber increases every year.

Marine accidentsarethe sec-
ond biggest issue, as we
regularly see tourists die while
swimming, snorkelling or div-
ing, aswell aswhen taking part
in other marine activities.

It's hard to predict people’'s
behavior and protect them from
themselves when they disobey
the law or ignore warnings that
are there to keep them sefe.

The lack of cooperation and
disregard for the law isthe big-
gest obstacle we face in
preventing these deaths.

In regard to road safety, lo-
calsand tourists often drive too
fast. Many of them are also un-
der the influence of drugs or
alcohol and, more often than
not, are not wearing helmets.

With all of these elements
combined, it isno wonder that
we see deadly accidents al-

Sirisak Skoonsorutcha,
originally from Surin
Province, is the newly
appointed chief of the
Disaster Prevention
and Mitigation (DDPM)
Phuket Office. He grad-
uated with a bachelor’s
degree in public admin-
istration from Sukhothai

Thammathirat University.
Here, he talks about the difficulties of preventing
casualties caused by human error, as opposed to

natural disasters.

most every day.

To help decrease the number
of these incidents, we have
worked together with Phuket
Governor Chamroen Tipaya-
pongtada to launch the ‘One
district, One road, with 100 per
cent Helmets' campaign, which
will beginon February 1. Weaim
to educate motorcyclists about
the hazards of driving without a
helmet and seizetheir bikeif they
are caught helmet-less.

They will then be brought to
the police station wherethey will
watch a one-hour video on road
accidents involving helmet-less
drivers; be forced to buy a 99-
baht helmet; and pay the
maximum fine of 500 baht for
the infraction. We also plan to
test them for drugs and acohol.

A second ideathat we haveis
to require all rentd vehicles to
be registered with the Phuket
Land Transport Office, so that
when we arrest foreigners with-
out ahelmet or without a licence,
we can track down the owner of
thevehicleand finethemfor let-
ting a tourist rent the vehicle
without a licence or helmet.

As far as marine accidents
are concerned, we face simi-

Words from the Wise

lar issues.

Red flags are a universal
warning sign to stay out of the
water. Lifeguards even have
multilingual signs posted with
the beach rulesand regulations.
However, people ignore them.

There is not much that the
DDPM can do to prevent ma-
rine accidents, asit is up to the
Marine Office and the Ministry
of Tourism and Sports to moni-
tor tour companies and tour
guides. However, | am aiming
for al relevant officiasto work
together to avoid marine acci-
dents. This will aso help us at
the DDPM collect more data
about what the best responseis
to theseemergenciesand ensure
that rescue workers are trained
in the best possible manner
given the idand’s needs.

The DDPM should be, and
is, on-call 24 hours aday to re-
spond to disasters or accidents
anywhere on the island.

The DDPM isresponsiblefor
everyone ssafety and wetakethe
job very serioudy. However, at
the end of the day, people need
to help us help them by follow-
ing the rules and regul ations put
in place for their own safety.

Tour buses have a real environmental impact. Photo: Gazette file

Preventing pollution

AS A longtime Phuket resi-
dent, along with my past ex-
perience of taking action on
personal and societal interests,
| feel | must step up and try to
do something here as well, as |
feel certain things are not right.

Currently, my biggest con-
cern is the change in the type
of tourists visiting Phuket and
theimpact they have onthe en-
vironment.

We went from those who
would spend their days laying
on the beaches, to those who
spend their days on tour buses.

| livein Chalong, not far from
apopular tourist attraction. This
establishment is usudly visited
by, and this is an estimate, 30-
50 buses every day.

Whiledriversarewaiting for
the tour groups and guides to
return, they almost never turn
off their buses' engine.

Just imagine the impact that
this has on our environment —
and this is just one of hundreds
of attractions on the idand.

| understand that on a small
scae, inmy day to day life, it is
not ahuge dedl, asI' m not home
all day and it wasmy decisonto
move here in the first place.
However, imaginewhat thisdoes
for the people who were born
here, live here and work here.

They most likely can’t afford
to move their homes or busi-
nesses and they have to sit all

Island View

By Kenth Nilsson

Do you have an opinion to voice?
Email Editor@PhuketGazette.net

day with the smell of diesel en-
gines in their face.

What can we do?

| don’t have an overall solu-
tion, but | think wefirst have to
ask ourselves, who's benefiting
fromthetourists—locals, bigin-
vestors or the tour companies?

As for some quick solutions,
tour bus companies should be
required to only use buses that
meet emissions requirements,
not like many of these busesthat
leavebig black clouds of exhaust
behind them. If they do not ful-
fill this requirement, then they
should not be dllowed on the is-
land.

Tour bus companies should
also be forced to pay afee per
seat for each tour. This will
urge them to not drive around
with their buses half full.

Finaly, and probably one of
the easiest solutions, it should be
mademandatory that al busdriv-
ers turn off their buses engine
while tourists are not on board.

As aforeigner, there is only
so much | can do. | hopethat by
reading this, other people will
stand up and take action too.

Issues & Answers

“ Actorsare agentsof change. A film, a piece
of theater, a piece of music, or a book can
makea difference. It can changetheworld.”

“Except for a few guitar chords, every-
thing I've learned in my life that is of any
value I've learned from women.”

— Alan Rickman

— Glenn Frey

Why arejet-ski operators allowed to have a sofa?

| WAS recently on the beach
and saw that jet-ski operators
have asofathat they lounge on.

Does this mean | can take
my sofa to Kata Beach too?

Itisdisheartening to see noth-
ing being doneabout peoplewho
think that they own the beach and
can do what they wish.

Bjoern Roenningen

Kata

Karon Mayor Thawee
Thongcham replies:

I will send officersto take a
look at this as soon as possible.

Itisaprovincial rulethat no
sofas or chairs are allowed on
the beach, whether they belong
to tourists or operators.

| recently received a com-
plaint about thisand sent officers
to tell them to remove the sofa.

If we find that they brought
it out again, we will take legal
action.

We appreciate and encour-
age anyone to submit their
complaints to us.

Please fed free to call 076-
330 186 or stop by the Karon
Municipality building if you
catch anyone breaking the rules
or have any other concerns.

Send us your queries and
we'll ask the right people
to respond to them.

Submit your issue at:

www.PhuketGazette.net/
IssuesAnswers
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Rethinki ng the g M _ for bant

By David Mayes

THE Big Mac Index has just
been released for the year. The
index was invented by The
Economist as a light hearted
guide to whether currencies
were currently undervalued or
overvalued.

The index is meant to be a
way to demonstrate the concept
of purchasing power parity
(PPP), the idea that the same
basket of goods should roughly
have the same pricedl over the
world. If it doesn’'t, the theory
holds that the currency is tem-
porarily mispriced. SinceaBig
Mac is such an easy product to
quickly get a price on world-
wide, this makes for a quick
and easy index.

So how does Thailand stand
at the moment?

According to the index, the
Baht is undervalued by just un-
der 40 per cent. Keep in mind

The Big Mac is meant to represent the price of a typical meal all over the world. Photo: Sadarka

this is using US dollars as a
base, and when we apply the Big
Mac formula, in fact pretty
much the entire world is under-
valued with the exception of less
than ten countries. So where
does the Baht stand among the
pack? Pretty much in the
middle, which | guess we can
interpret as relatively average.

Onebig problem | havewith
the index is that the basket of
goods should be similar, but
what a Big Mac represents in
different countriesisnot in fact
similar at al. If wewererealy
wanting to explore how cheap
or expensive a currency is,
what we are really wanting to
know is “How expensive is it

to eat a typical mea?’ In the
US, aBig Mac is cheaper than
almost any other meal in ares-
taurant. In Thailand, where the
typical Thai dish may be some-
thing like 50 Baht, a meal at
McDonalds is three times the
cost of such atypical meal.
Thusthereisan argument that
whenwe consider the cost of liv-

ing in Thailand and how much
value you get by exchanging
your foreign currency for Tha
Baht, the purchasing power par-
ity theory isaload of rubbish.

In layman’s terms what this
all means is Thailand repre-
sents great value for anyone
earning income in developed
currencies.

The Baht has never really
seemed to follow any logic with
regards to what is going inside
Thailand itself. Maybe that's a
good thing, but in any event |
think Thailand’s currency will
remain undervalued by these
standards for along time yet.

David Mayes MBA resides in
Phuket and provides wealth
management  services  to
expatriates around the globe,
focusing on UK pension transfers.
He can be reached at
david.m@faramond.com or 085-
335-8573. Faramond UK is
regulated by the FCA and provides
advice on pensions and taxation.
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New website to help
guide iIdand Investors

A QUADRILINGUAL website
to guide foreign investors will
be launched through the Phuket
Provincial website next month,
Phuket Governor Chamroen
Tipayapongtadatold the Gazette
in an exclusive interview.

The website will bein Thai,
English, Chinese and Russian.

“We are pushing hard to es-
tablish the Investment Institute
in Phuket,” said Governor
Chamroen.

Phuket already has a Board
of Investment (BOI) to guide
investors about matters of pri-
vate and public investments.
However, in the past, investors
have often been bogged down
dueto limited understanding of
environmental issues and the
investment processes, which
hinders the smooth flow of
business activity.

“Establishing an institute at
Provincial Hall will provide a
convenient one-stop solution
for investors. The proposed in-
stitute will guide them through
the entire process of invest-
ment, from start to finish,” Gov
Chamroen said.

Therecent boomin develop-
ment of Phuket and its
infrastructure comes with the
full-backing of the central gov-
ernment, explained Gov
Chamroen.

“We are becoming an inter-

Photo:

Governor Chamroen.
Chutharat Plerin

national city. We need to con-
tinue to come up with
long-term strategiesto meet the
development needs of the is-
land as it becomes a ‘ Smart
City’,” he said. “We will soon
be welcoming more than 16
million touristsayear to theis-
land, and are also situating
ourselves to be the maritime
hub for the region.”

Gov Chamroen explained that
the variety of investment oppor-
tunities on the island was an
indicator of investors confidence
initsfuture.

Theinstituteisalso expected
to expedite the process of in-
vesting in the island and
provide more transparency,
boosting investors confidence.

— Chutharat Plerin
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L ee Marine brings big names

Brokerage firm readles for Tha|Iand Yacht Show at Ao Por Marina

LEE Marine International Marine
Brokerage's re-investments continue in
Phuket with the main focus being to
better serve the many yacht enthusiasts
that see their future onboard any of the
yachts represented by the boat broker-
age firm, explained Josh Lee, the
founder and CEO of the company.

The strength of their business suc-
cess combines a wide product range
with their experienced, dependable
team. Add in full vessel management
and complete turn-key care packages,
and contented clients follow.

“Qurvivor is the second boat | have
bought from Martin Holmes, the Gen-
eral Manager of Lee Marine,” said one
Lee Marine buyer. “I really like Martin
for his style — never pushing for asale.
| also value Lee Marine's after-sales
support, which is so important when
you're in Phuket.”

Clients' testimonials, such as that,
become recommendationsinthemselves.

“Asateam, we are so pleased to build
relationshipswith our clientsand havethe
opportunity to assist them to decide on
what is best for them,” Mr Holmes said.

Having recently moved their new
offices and operations to Ao Po Grand
Marina, the announcement of the Thai-
land Yacht Show (TY S) being held there
was particularly welcome to the firm.

The prestigiousAo Po Grand Marina
sets itself apart by having deep water
access and a full breakwater, thus al-
lowing accessfor megayachtsup to 100
meters at any time — an enviable loca-
tion on Phuket’s east coast.

The Pershing 92 is just one of the many yachts that Lee Marine will be showcasing at the Thailand Yacht Show. Photo: Lee Marine

Yachting enthusiasts have direct ac-
cess to spectacular Phang Nga Bay and
surrounding islands. Conducting seatri-
als and other yachting activities during
the show will make all the difference.
An ideal choice for the Thailand Yacht
Show, Mr Lee pointed out.

“We are ddlighted with the new Thai-
land Yacht Show, which in our view,
promises to become the fastest growing

show in Asia over the next few years.”

The event has promptly sailed to the
top, making it the most important event
in Lee Marine’s nautical calendar.

Lee Marine will be presenting the
biggest ever fleet of boats in their 18
year history at the TYS. Representing
top brands from the Ferretti Group
(Ferretti Yachts, Pershing Yachts, Cus-
tomLineand Riva) Rivieraand Cantiere

delle Marche, as well as a number of
superyachts.

“Wewill begiving our full support with
events, sea trials and logistical back up
for vigtorsto ensureit’'safunand reward-
ing few days for all involved. We invite
everyone to drop by our offices. Join us
at the Thailand Yacht Show... and enjoy
what promises to be a great event.”

— Phuket Gazette

Go vocationa: Phuket university students jobless

THE Phuket City Mayor called
on Mathayom students to em-
brace vocational education in
preparation for life after gradu-
ation following the release of
research indicating asurplus of
university graduates and a
shortage of vocational workers.

Addressing students at the
‘Learnfor Life2016" event held
at Saphan Hin's 4,000-seat in-
door gymnasium on Monday,
Phuket City Mayor Somjai
Suwansupana pointed out that
the magjority of graduates with
bachelor’s degrees in Phuket
are unemployed.

“Dhurakij Pundit

were named as: manual |abor;

makes about 13,160 baht,

MayorSomjal chalred the talk with Phuket s youth. Photo: Phuket City Mun|C|paI|ty PR

encouraged people to think be-

™

-

Family Law/Custody
[Divorce/Will

Child Adoption
Notary Public

Litigation (Civil &
Criminal Cases)

Company Setup

University’s Quality Leaning
Foundation research into the
top ten careersin Phuket shows
most employers require 49.3
per cent of vocational gradu-
ates and only 15 per cent of
thosewith auniversity degree,”
Phuket Education Council
Chief Buntoon Thongtan said,
backing Ms Somjai.

The most in-demand careers

sales; marine electrical techni-
cian; housekeeper; hotel guest
service provider; customer ser-
vice provider; business
manager; electronic technician;
and telecommunications tech-
nician.

Based on thelabor marketin
Phuket in the third quarter of
2015, an employed person be-
tween 25 and 30 years old

while a vocational worker
makes 12,462 baht.

“However, those with a
bachelor’s degree often ac-
crued more debt than those
who have vocationa degrees,”
Mr Buntoon said.

Mr Buntoon told the crowd
that he understood that having
a university degree was some-
thing to be proud of, but also

yond graduation.

“Please re-think your ap-
proach to education and your
future needs, as well as those
of theisland,” Ms Somjal said.
“If your children prefer to at-
tend a vocational college,
please support them, as they
will be happy learning about
what interests them.”

— Sukawin Tanthavanich

Business Contracts
Property Law/Due
Diligence

Visa & Work Permit

Tel : 091-078 9595

info@phuketinternationallaw.com
www.phuketinternationallaw.com
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This week’s eve
Calling all doctors | Celebrity fun at Central

Shoppers at Central Festival Phuket were offered a little celebrity treatment on
Phuket International Hospital hosted a fun-filled event on January 9 entitled January 13 as popular Channel 7 stars handed out calendars to fans. The calen-
‘Fin & Fun Kids Day, | want to be adoctor’. More than 300 parents and children dars featured glam shots of a variety of Channel 7 soap, drama and movie stars.
joined the event that was full of games, prizes and fun.

C AJOASU
[N\ T mua&nmL

(From L-R) Kanchana Srisirikul, PR manager of Dusit Thani Laguna Phuket; Isaac Stone — o -
Simonelli, Phuket Gazette managing editor; Prachoom Tantiprasertsuk, GM of Dusit Thani  Nungruthai Julakul (left), PR of Infinity Communications on behalf of Sansiri PCL hands
Laguna Phuket; and Oranee Hildebrand, Phuket Gazette MD. Oranee Hildebrand, Phuket Gazette managing director, a basket of treats.

Grateful for so much generosty

(From L-R) Ratchanee Boonrat, marketing coordinator of Ka]onklet International School (From L-R) Suratwadee Phetriang, Laguna Phukets PR & marketlng communications
Phuket; Kannika Krabeetong, head of business administration of Kajonkiet International manager; Prapa Hemmin, Laguna Phuket’s director of sales-MICE & corporate events;
School Phuket; Oranee Hildebrand, Phuket Gazette managing director; and Natthira Oranee Hildebrand, Phuket Gazette managing director; and Nantanee Chuaychu, Laguna
Susangrat, Phuket Gazette GM. Phuket’s assistant manager - corporate events.
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nts in Paradise

Prepare to launch

L ake Avenue Phuket condominium recently launched its new project, located
in the heart of Cherng Talay and within walking distance to Boat Avenue.

(From L-R) Mitch Napack, project consultant; Budsaraporn Wonglah, office manager;
Thanyaluck Nonkhamphan, sales & office manager; and Kuno Zabell, MD.

Come hideaway

Hideaway Valley Chalong by Boat Development Co Ltd hosted its grand opening on
January 16. The new residential development aims to target middle-class families.
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Panupong Kritchanarat (left), managing director, and Boon Yongsakul, chairman, of Boat

Sofi&Sirong

'*29 Jan}2016 Lmit 2 discount redemptions / e

200

when you order 1,500 Baht or more®

Use promo code: ZJ200 before making a payment. ! N
4 FREE DELIVERYI when you order 888 Baht or more.

Development Co Ltd. Photo: Phuket Best Event
'Ibps online
BAHT OFF

Cn

SAME DAY DELIVERY WHEN ORDER BEFORE 1 PM.

Just Click!

Step 1 ¥ Step 2

Delivery Areas”

Samul Sakhon, Nakhon Pathom
® Northern Region: Chiang Mal, Chiang Ral, Lampang. Phitsanulok

= Central Region: Bangkok, Saraburi, Nonthaburi, Pathum Thani, Samut Prakam, = Eastern Region: Chonbur, Rayong, Chachoengsas, Prachinburl

8 Western Region: Ratchaburl, Kanchanaburl, i "1| =

s Southern Region: Phuket, Surat Thanl. Songkhla, Nakhon S Thammarat, Trang ® Northeastern Region: Khon Kaen, Udonthanl, Ubon Ratchathanl, m"

@ Priority access to exclusive offers and discount.
@ Save more with discount coupons and cash vouchers.
B 3 easy payment options: P,

1. Credit Card Online =1

2. Cash on Delivery e

o

3. Credit Card on Delivery

L4

Suphan Burl, Samut Songkhram

Please visit our website for more detalls. Contral Food Retall Co., Lid. resenves the right to change terms and conditions on ihe porvice and fo exclude wholosale Rema.
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Thalland Yacht Show attracts dite

THE inaugural edition of the
Thailand Yacht Show, to be
held between February 8
through 14 at the Ao Po Grand
Marina, continuesto attract the
elite of the superyacht industry.

Burgess Yachts, one of the
world’s largest and most inter-
nationally renowned brokerage
and charter companies, isusing
the event to showcase an excit-
ing and diverserange of yachts.

The distinctive 73 meter M/
Y Titaniaisnot only one of the
most voluminous yachts avail-
able in the region, but also one
of the most luxurious, designed
for both indoor and outdoor liv-
ing. Perfect for family
entertainment, guests of all
ages will enjoy the yacht's in-
credible water park, which
includes an inflatable slide,
trampolineand climbing frame.

The 50m M/Y Northern Sun
is a high-class, long-range ex-
pedition yacht with extensive
cruising experience in South-
east Asia. Her interior design
has been heavily influenced by
Asia, resulting in elegant and
dleek living areas.

To take advantage of the
warm seasin which she cruises,
Northern Sun is packed with
toys and is sure to keep guests
entertained.

_.—-—“_____‘_
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At 69m, the iconic M/Y
Saluzi is the largest charter
yacht based permanently in
Asia. With accommodation for
32 guests, she features two
master suites, a spa, gym, vast
open-air cinema and a karaoke
bar.

Completing Burgess Yachts
line-up will be the 32m M/Y
Nanou, from ltalian builder
Benetti Yachts. A fantastic ac-

quisition for those wishing to
combine traditional design and
craftsmanship, Nanou isimpec-
cably maintained with a
spacious interior.

The impressive line-up
complements the recent open-
ing of Burgess's Asia-based
division, which has already
made asignificant impact inthe
market.

“I believe that this show will

be a key driver for sustainable
economic growth in al aspects,
ranging from promoting the
tourism sector, to creating inspi-
ration and avibrant atmosphere
for the marine tourism industry
and other services,” said Trans-
port Minister Arkhom
Termpittayapaisith.

The Ministry of Transport,
the Ministry of Tourism and
Sports (MOTS), the Tourism

Authority of Thailand and the
Marine Department have all
demonstrated their support for
the show.

“I am confident that the
Thailand Yacht Show 2016 will
meet government policy excel-
lently, particularly in terms of
marketing and public rela-
tions... The promotion of the
show will definitely provide
tremendous benefitsto the Thai

economy and society as a
whole,” said MOTS Minister
Kobkarn Wattanavrangkul.

Prime Minister Gen Prayut
Chan-o-chawill officialy open
the event on February 11.

This event is proudly sponsored
by the Phuket Gazette and
PGTV’s nationwide ‘Phuket Today’
show, which broadcasts daily on
True Visions channels 85 and 59.

December 15 - January 31. The 11th
Junior Dublin Literary Awards for
Thailand

The 11th Junior Dublin Literary
Awards for Thailand is an essay con-
test for high school students.

If you are creative and enjoy writing
in Englishyou canwin afreetripto Ire-
land. There are also cash prizes of 5000
to 10,000 baht. Write an essay on the
theme * World With No Boundaries' and
send it to: thanat_soonationgroup.com.

The deadline for submission is Janu-
ary 31 2016.

For more information about the
awards, visit www.facebook.com/
njmagazinefanpage.

This event, now in its 11" year, is
proudly sponsored by the Phuket
Gazette.

January 29-31. Southern Architec-
tural Expo 2016
The Association of Siamese Archi-

tects under Royal Pa-
tronage (ASA) is
hosting the Southern
Architectural Expo
2016 in Phuket.

The theme of the
event is Yaap Roi
(South Up) whichismeant to reflect and
promote the identity of the South.

Education and economic develop-
ment in the South have contributed to
the increasing number of qualified ar-
chitects in the area, which is why the
ASA decided to organize the expo as a
way to boost the local architectural
industry.

The event will be held at Limelight
Avenuein Phuket Town. It will runfrom
10am-10pm each day and feature exhi-
bitions, free consultations on building
maintenance and networking opportu-
nities with suppliers and architectural
publications.

Entry to the expo is free.

WHAT’S ON

This event is spon-
sored by PGTV and
the Phuket Gazette.

February 5, 4:30pm-
6:30pm. AMCHAM
Trends in Sustain-
able Hospitality

The American Chamber of Com-
merce (AMCHAM) Greater Phuket
Chapter has organized a tourism event
to beled by Grace Kang of Greenview
Hospitality from Singapore. The semi-
nar will take place at the Keemala
Resort in Kamala.

Ms Kang will address how
sustainability helps hotels cut costs and
increase overall satisfaction and loyalty
from associates and guests.

Grace Kang as Managing Partner
of Greenview will present tangible
examples of actions hotels can take
and the latest trends from around the
world that are driving sustainability

into discussions at a strategic level
including the trend of green meet-
ings.

Natasha Eldred of Shine PR will
moderate this seminar and give ashort
grass roots perspective on the change
within Phuket’s hotel-scape using
Keemala as an example of the chang-
ing attitudes that hotels are
now embracing in their overall
commitment to corporate social
responsibility.

Registration for the seminar begins
at 4:30pm in the Enchanted Hall at the
resort with the session running from
5pm to 6pm. There is limited parking
at thisvenue, so please park on the road
outside and the resort will transport you
by buggy.

Admissionisopen to the publicand is
100 baht for non-members. Networking
drinkswill follow the session. To sign up
for theevent, contact Sarudha Netsawang
by email at orn@amchamthailand.com.
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Rose ready to rock Kata Boat House

ARTIST Rossarin Maitland
Smith, or Rose, as she is more
popularly known, is returning
to Kata Boat House on Janu-
ary 28 to delight spectators
with her latest collection of
paintingsthat she entitles* Text
Art’.

“This year’s exhibition is
totally different,” she told the
Gazette, her eyeslightingupin
excitement. “These days we
use a lot of communication
technology, such as text mes-
saging. So | decided to add a
message to each of my paint-
ings just oneword that will be
blended in with gold, silver or
black.”

Aiming to appeal to a
younger crowd, Rose has com-
bined an element of pop culture
with the aready modern me-
dium of abstract. She loves
experimenting with colors and
saysshefeelslucky toliveina
beautiful place like Phuket.

Relating her work with na-
ture, she seeksinspiration from

ROSSARIN ['ROSE’]

*_see the Message though ART”

MEDIUM

Acrylic on canvas and mied media

PREVIOUS EXHIBITIONS

2010 Jam Julee Art and Culture Hall. Bangkok, Thailand
BANGHKOK Hospital Phuket | Art Room Gallery Phuket
‘Mystery” Solo Exhibition at Bangkok Art and Culture
Centre, Thailand

Solo Exhibition at Boathouse by Montara, Phuket

2010
2011

2015
Thalland

2016 "TEXT A-R-T" Solo Exhibition at Boathouse by Montara,
Phuket, Thailand

—

- Rose Phuket@hotmailcom

Rossarin’s latest exhibition will be displayed at Kata Boat House and will be featured until March.

her surroundings.

“My am is not just to hold
exhibition after exhibition, or
make paintings for money. I'm
purely following my passion
for art.

Without a formal art educa-
tion, Rose started learning to
paint six years ago.

“It was adream of minethat

oneday | would beableto paint
on a canvass,” she mused.
And paint she does, despite
her almost impossibly full
schedule. Being a mother of
two and a housewife is de-
manding enough as it is
without her several commit-
ments to magazines, PGTV,
family businesses and regular

flying lessons.

At a cozy Sino-Portuguese
studio named ‘Art Room’ in
Phuket Town, Rose paintsamid
chaos — surrounded by chil-
dren, art and architecture
students, older art hobbyists
and even some local cats. “I
can't work in a sophisticated
environment,” she says. “It has

to be inspirational.”

Rose a so wantsthe younger
generation to know that they
can find time to do anything if
they are passionate enough
about it. She believes that by
scheduling your day cleverly,
you can adapt your lifestyle to
do everything you want.

“l want to show them the
value of time. You shouldn’t let
ayear pass by without having
anything worthwhile to look
back on,” shesays. “| don’t say
that everything | do is success-
ful but | try to do everything |
can.”

What Rose would like more
than anything else, she says, is
to hear the viewer’s thoughts
on her work.

Make sure to check out her
personal favorite — a painting
she calls sourire, which is
French for smile.

Rose's latest exhibition will
be running at Kata Boat House
until March.

— Sahar Aftab Paliwala

I\/Iore pant please

An artist’s rendering of Mai lam Art Museum. Photo: aII(zone)

THAI art will haveamuch big-
ger canvas this year as more
museums, galleriesand smaller
spacesfor ‘aternativeart’ open
across the Kingdom. Give
thanks to the private sector,
which is footing the bill for all
the new venues.

We have a longer wait than
anticipated, however, for the
opening of the Asean Culture
Gateway, a 900-million-baht
museum being erected as part
of the Culture Ministry’s new
headquarters.

It will be Thailand's first
such facility dedicated to con-
temporary art.

Meanwhile the bulk of the
ministry’s collection remains in
storage, and training continues
for museum manageria staff.

Private citizens, however,

are keen to share their collec-
tions with the general public
such as the Mai lam Contem-
porary Art Museum, scheduled
to open on July 3 in Chiang
Mai.

Eric Bunnag Booth and his
parents — Patsri Bunnag and
stepfather Jean Michel
Beurdeley of the Jim Thomp-
son silk firm — are preparing a
3,000-square-meter facility.

They’ll have on view their
own holdings of more than
600 artworks, amassed over
the last 25 years. Prominent
architecturefirm all(zone) de-
signed the museum, which
boasts a 40-seat cinema, a
workshop for educational pro-
grams, a library, a restaurant
and a gift shop.

— The Nation

] o o ﬂl-g-. .
B e 1.I1: =1 rul:—: u

T e .

’ " s W

i

‘EIEJ mmmﬂm
St - Sm 194007 1400 7 1700
Y Dext (o BPiniket Zoo




16 PHUKET GAZETTE

LIFE & STYLE

January 23-29, 2016

Thebed toysfor seagoing boys

' ‘] On Deck

~ & By Duncan Worthington
FOR some, size is everything.
Perhaps you’ ve already got the
superyacht and your crew are
waiting on you 24/7, the ques-
tion is ‘what’s next? Toys are
whereit’'s at.

The jet-ski is so 2000. The
water jetpacks and flyboards
are so yesterday. You need
something better. Something
newer.

Here are three toys that
should be on every sea-lovers
gift list this year.

SEABOB

Not the newest piece of marine
kit, but the Seabob has come
leaps and bounds and the latest
models are becoming a popu-
lar choice for sea lovers the
world over.

The seabob is a high-
performance electric-drive (E-
Jet) water scooter that workson
ajet engine principle, whereby
water is sucked in and forced
out delivering huge power, yet
they are environmentally-
friendly and with low operation
Ccosts.

You don't sit on the seabob,
you lie horizontal in the water
and hold onto handles as you
are pulled through the water.

Light weight at around 35

Check out some of the best and most exciting toys for when you’re out on the sea. Photos: Reef Surfer

kilograms, the Seabob can go
overwater up to 20km/h and
underwater at up to 15km/h,
and with a number of power
levels, they are alot of fun for
all with approximately 60 min-
utes ride time.

The seabob is approxi-
mately one meter in length,
boxes up and is easy to store
on board or onshore.

4

Government Partners
@ L:LI -

T
Media Partners;

Phuk:

THAILAND
YACHT SHOW

11-14 FEBRUARY 2016
AO PO GRAND MARINA, PHUKET
www.thailandyachtshow.com

REGISTER NOW:

www.thailandvachtshow.com/tickets
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Venue Host:

THENATION

LAMPUGA

The Lampuga is an electric-
powered surfboard and | was
luckily enough to see onein ac-
tion recently in Phuket. I1t'snow
a‘must-have’ on my gift list.
I’ve no idea how difficult
they are to ride — ‘easy’, said
the experienced rider —but they
do look like awhole lot of fun.

There are two models: The
Lampuga Boost and Lampuga
Air. The Air is a little smaller
at just two meters long and a
little lighter at 32kg. Much of
the weight isin the electric en-
gine and mechanics, which all
fit into acarbon box, and asthe
board is inflatable, the whole
thing iseasy to pack away, store
and transport.

The experienced rider can
get the Lampuga Air up to
speeds of 47km/h (54km/h for
the Lampuga Boost). The
thruster givesfull control to the
rider and afull charge will de-
liver 40 minutes of ride time.

REEF SURFER

Picture this: you're in the water
holding onto a horizontal board
similar to that of a surfboard
that's 133cm long and 18cm
wide. It is attached by aropeto
aboat and you are being towed.
Thisisthe Reef Surfer.

You can dive down, explore
underwater and marinelife, and
then come back up to the sur-
face for air, and dive again.

There are two models: The
‘Lung’ is for beginners, while
the ‘Edge’ is for the more ad-
vanced. With some practice,
you will be doing barrel rolls
and goingreally fastin notime.

Easy-to-setup (and pack
away), the Reef Surfer weighs
just 2.3kg.

Duncan Worthington is a long time
Phuket resident and through
Infinity Communications
(www.infinity-comms.com)
consults to leading consumer
brands, hospitality and marine
clients in Thailand. In his ‘spare
time’ he runs the marine portal
www.MarineScene.asia.
#OnDeckPhuket
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property buying groups.

The evolution of Phuket's property scene

By Amy Koh

THE property market in Phuket
has seen an increasing amount
of supply over the last five
years with both Thai and for-
eign developersjumping onthe
band-wagon, building projects
al over the island. The island
continuesto witnessthe growth
in construction and some cli-
ents have commented that since
the last time that they were in
Phuket (which was only the
year before) they noticed in-
creased clusters of develop-
ment everywhere.

A significant difference
from last year is the marked
absence of Russian touristsand
property buyers in the market.
Dueto the downfall of the Rus-
sian ruble and the ongoing war
with Syria, even the traditional
high season over Christmasand
New Year has been quiet onthe
island. Looks like Putin got his
wish in keeping nearly the en-
tire Russian population home
this winter instead of them
basking on sunny beaches and
ringing in the New Year in
warmer countries. Property de-
velopers targeting Russian
clients will no doubt have to
change marketing strategies, or
look for atotally new market,

E : Across the Land

The island contlnues to W|tness growth in construction of new propertles Photo. cegoh

or pray that the ruble recovers.

The mainland Chinese
tourist’s presenceisreasonably
big and increasing yearly asthe
Chineselove Thailand and it is
one of their most popular holi-
day destinations. Mainland
Chinese are what we call ‘pur-
ists' asthey are purely tourists
doing al thetouristy thingslike
going to the islands, visiting

temples and so on. However,
they are not the kind that will
buy properties in Thailand and
even if they would like to, the
Chinese government makes it
very difficult for them to trans-
fer funds from China to
purchase any property. The
Singaporean and Hong Kong
Chinese (mainly expatriates),
however, have traditionally

been big players in the Phuket
property market and with the
ongoing strength of the
Singapore and US dollars,
Phuket properties may get a
much needed boost from these
players.

The most traditional prop-
erty buyers in Phuket are
Europeans and even today they
are still one of Phuket's main

Though the Euro has weakened
against the Thai baht in recent
years, fortunately that has not
stopped the Europeans from
coming to Thailand. Instead of
looking for a property with a
budget of 1 million euro, the
budget is now reduced to
500,000 euro, which inciden-
tally has created anew demand
for propertiesin that price seg-
ment. The recent bombing and
terrorist situations in Europe
may also create a higher de-
mand for properties, as
Europeans seek an aternative
destination to escape from the
uncertain situation back in Eu-
rope, as well as the winter
Seasons.

That's a strong hint to
Phuket developers to create
new products for this segment.
We use the word ‘create’ here
as most current developers
‘copy’ rather than create. Copy-
ing can be good, but putting
some thought into functional-
ity, being creative with design,
maximizing space, together
with quality materials that are
relatively low in maintenance,
are key to penetrating this seg-
ment successfully.

Amy Koh is the sales manager of
Engel & Vioelkers Phuket. To contact
Amy or for more information, visit
www.engelvoelkers.com/en/phuket

Property inheritance
tax to belevled soon

Five per cent inheritance tax will be levied on heirs. Photo: 401(K) 2012

PROPERTY, stocks, automo-
biles and cash are the four as-
setsthat will become subject to
inheritance tax effective on

February 1.
“Other inherited assets are
not taxable,” Krisada

Chinavicharana, director-gen-
eral of the Fiscal Policy Office
and Finance Ministry spokes-
man, told anews conference on
January 13.

The legidlation will be sent
to the Office of the Council of
State for approval before be-
coming law, Mr Krisada said.

The inheritance tax is 5 per
cent for heirs and 10 per cent
for others. It islevied on assets
worth more than 100 million
baht. Other assets such as gold
are not subject to the inherit-
ance tax, he said.

“We cannot estimate how
much inheritance tax will be
collected in the first year after
the act becomes effective,” he
said.

Meanwhile, tax revenue in
the first three fiscal months has
been greater than anticipated.

— The Nation

Dream Hotd sets high targets

DREAM Hotel Group has re-
cently opened a new hotel in
Phuket, aiming for a high oc-
cupancy rate of 80 to 90 per
cent. The group is also enter-
ing Chiang Mai to operate its
fourth property in Thailand.

Vikram Chatwal, thegroup’s
vice chairman, said Dream
Phuket Hotel & Spa features
174 guest rooms, suitesand vil-
las, adding that this is part of
the group’s expansion plans.

“We are also setting up a
property in Chiang Mai,” he
said.

When asked why the group
chose Phuket, Mr Chatwal said
the island was popular among
international tourists and the
hotel would be ableto serve all
active travellers from the East
and West.

Phuket's natural beauty and
its calm and jovial people wel-
comed a third of total arrivals
or 10 million travellers last
year. The island is aso being
promoted as a centre for cruis-
ing and marinas.

“Dream Phuket has its own

The company is aiming for 80-90 per cent occupancy. Photo: J o

beach club. We have villas,
pool cabanas and suites. The
pool’s wavy structure along
with the island bar is pleasur-
able for all that see it,” he
pointed out.

“The average occupancy we
are looking for is 80-90 per
cent. Our reputation as a
global brand and being posi-
tioned in exotic locals will
strengthen the company.”

Apart from the property in
Phuket, the group also owns
two hotels in Bangkok as well
aspropertiesin New York, Chi-
cago, Hollywood and Dallas.

As founder of other iconic
lifestyle hotel brands, Mr
Chatwal has also shaped the
way for Debut Hotels group,
which is comprised of five
brands and is part of the Man-
hattan-based firm Hampshire
Hotels Management.

Mr Chatwal was born in
Ethiopia, and studied at the
Wharton School of Business at
the University of Pennsylvania.
He was named Entrepreneur of
the Year at the South AsiaMe-
dia Awards in 2005 and
featured on the cover of Forbes
Asiain 2006. — The Nation
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Changmg face of quury villarentals

Property Watch
By Bill Barnett

ISLANDS, by nature, change
and evolve over time.

Since the late 1980s, Phuket
has witnessed the sustained up-
ward growth of luxury private
pool villasand thereareno signs
of the sector dowing down. One
important by product of thishas
been a growing emphasis on
holiday rentals and this has in
fact shifted through the last two
decades. In recent years, the
most notable changeistheemer-
gence of an Asian demographic.

In the past, Western and
Eastern European markets
mainly drove business into
the island’s villa inventory.
They tended to come during
the festive season and stay
between five and ten days.
However, these markets have
eroded given the challenging
financial conditions at home.

Phuket has seen a dynamic
shift in both tourism and villa
rentals, which are now highly
leveraged by the Asians, led
by Hong Kong, Mainland
China, and Singapore. These
three are now the top geo-
graphic source markets for
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Luxury villa demand in Phuket has largely moved toward Asian markets. Photo: Bart Speelman

luxury villa rentals according
to recent C9 Hotelworks re-
search. Given the rise of
short-haul airlift, and the surg-
ing number of direct flightsto
Phuket, these markets are less
sensitive to seasonality, tend-
ing to travel al year round. Of
course this short-haul market
usually has a stunted average
length of stay, between three
to four days.

Another notabletrend isthe
altered demand for ultra-villas
between eight to ten bed-
rooms. The shift in source

markets from Europe to Asia
isthe key trigger in the change
of traveller behavior. This
Asian market often travels in
a larger group of family or
friends compared to their Eu-
ropean counterparts. The villa
rental segment also tends to
serve as awedding and special
event venue.

C9 Hotelworks research
shows the most common prac-
ticeisto rent out through online
travel agencies (OTA) such as
Airbnb, Agoda and Expedia.
Consumer behavior indicates

that most travelers tend to re-
search villa rental options on
mobile sites using asmartphone,
but the actua booking is done
via desktop or laptops.

Another key trendisthat the
so-called booking window has
become shorter, with late book-
ing the norm. This has created
a considerable amount of rate
volatility in the segment.

Rental management and tar-
get markets for hotel-managed
and property-managed villas
differ. Property-managed villas
tend to offer larger unit con-

figurations and can be more
competitive in pricing, as com-
pared to hotel-managed villas,
which most likely have incre-
mental costs due to a hotel
support structure, plus a multi-
tude of facilities and services
that may not be offered in prop-
erty-managed villas.

Looking at investment cri-
teria, generally luxury villa
owners aim for capital appre-
ciation, rather than rental
yields. Within the luxury class,
villas are often rented out with
the expectation that ongoing
operating costs are covered, or
at least mitigated. Given the
high market values of Phuket
luxury villas and the consider-
ableinventory of upscale hotel
villas, there oftenremainsadis-
connect between owner
expectations and trading reali-
ties. What isclear though isthat
non-traditional accommodation
is becoming a key competitor
to the hotel sector and that
Airbnb isarising tide.

Bill Barnett is the Founder and
Managing Director of C9
Hotelworks (C9Hotelworks.com),
a leading Thailand-based
hospitality and real estate
consulting firm.

laGuna

PHUKET RENTALS
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. Il'“ = AT
BEm; :

L iPBperty

Property types ranging from
Apartments, Townhomes to Pool Villas
Short to long term rentals from THB 9K / week

Experienced
fanagement

MNGSANA

EEST S

* 2 bedroom hotel managed condominiums

* Complimentary cwners use up to 60 days
per year

= Orwnar privileges and discounts through
Sanctuary Club

« Membership to Laguna Phuket Golf Club
Price from THB 17 MB

= | uxury 2 bedroom sarviced apartments

* Managed by Banyan Tree

* | ifestyle benefits with investment returns

* Chwner privileges and discounts through
Sanctuary Club

Price from THB 21 MB

* 4 bedroom private pool villas

# Lagoon and golf course view

+ Dwiner privileges and discounts through
Sanciuary Club

* Membership to Laguna Phuket Golf Club

Price from THE 27 MB

More options available, please contact us for more information.
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PROPERTY FOR SALE

WEST COAST PHUKET
KATABEACHHOUSE

By owner, 7 bedrooms, near
Kata Beach, good income
or live. 9 million baht offer.
Tel: 086-595 8512. Email:
nalumana2000@yahoo.
com

KOH MAK
LAND FOR SALE

3 rai with 50 meters of
beach and 2-storey bunga-
low with 4 bedrooms and liv-
ing room. Very good & nice
view. 5.8 million baht only.
Email: jospeder@live.no

HOT SALE!

Last 2 units, new luxury
villa, 2 bedrooms, near
Rawai Beach. Jacuzzi &
pool. Price: 7.9 million baht.
See villa. Tel: 081-691 3029.
Email: kris.silanachai@
yahoo.com

ASIA PACIFIC
PROPERTY
AWARDS

ARCHITECTURE

L
BEST ARCHITECTURE
SI 3
THAILAKD

PATONG TOWER CONDO
FORSALE
Sea views. Tel: 080-692 6114.
Email: davidedelucca9@gmail.
com

1 RAI 180° OCEAN VIEW
YAMU HILL
24hr security, water & electricity
supply. Freehold. 5.7 million
baht. Tel: 084-625 5090 (En-
glish). Email: yamu.hills.sunrise
@gmail.com

140SQM TOWNHOUSE
Close to Central. Quiet, safe,
furnished, garage. Tel: 081-719
7015.

OCEANFRONT LAND

ter frontage, opposite Yacht
Haven Marina (800 meters
away) on the Phang Nga
side. Public road, electricity,
water supply and ready to
build. For sale direct from
owner, only 19.5 million
baht. Tel: 081-343 0777.
Email: montha_phuket@
yahoo.com

a A s PR BE R R
Brand new, fully furnished, 3-
4 bedrooms, 5 bathrooms,
10m infinity swimming pool,
beautiful view. Only 19.5 mil-
lion baht. Guaranteed rental
8% per year. For more infor-
mation, please call 081-343

NEW Waterfront Home
For Sale

in Loch Palm Golf Club, Phuket, a must...see!
Contact:
Kenneth C. Abday G8-1649-3557
Email: ken@ phuketlifestyle.com
www.phuketlifestyle.com

0777. Email: montha_phu
ket@yahoo.com

2 BEDROOMS, KARON
BEACH IN 5 MINUTES
160sgm, Western manage-
ment, 2 pools, gym, walk to town/
beach in 5 minutes. Sale/rent.

Email: resortgm @gmail.com

4 BEDROOMS WITH
POOL INTHALANG
4 en-suite bedrooms with pool
on 1,624sgm (1 rai) land plot.
Western kitchen, BBQ pit, sala,
CCTV system, solar cell, parking
for 3, tropical garden and deep-
well water (108m depth). Very
convenient area, 4 minutes to
Tesco Lotus & Makro Thalang, 7
minutes to beach and 15 min-
utes to airport. 19.5 million baht.
Tel: 093-665 9445. Email: nisaya
@hotmail.com

TOWNHOUSE

GOOD PRICE!
SUPALAICITY HILL

5-bedroom pool villa, Nai
Harn. Long term & holiday

BEACHFRONT
KHAO LAKLAND

19 rai. 7.2 million baht per
rai, elevated, ready to build,
sheltered land, new road ac-
cess to main highway. Tel:
087-269 8492 (English/Thai),
087-091 1552 (French/Ger-
man).

For sale (2.8 million baht) or
rent (12,000 baht/month) in
Supalai City Hill Estate,
Phuket Town. 3 bedrooms,
2 bathrooms, quiet, conve-
nient location, furnished, full
kitchen, decor, garden, car
park, 2 aircons. Available
from Jan 2016. Please call
089-874 0061, 086-291 41
15. Email: stephenfein@
gmail.com

rental. Tel: 081-538 4588.
Email: info@purimaspro
perty.com

PLOT - READY TO BUILD
SURIN
All services connected. Gated
community. 1,000sgm. 5 million
baht. Please call +60-017-201
7722 (English). Email: pg1kl@
hotmail.com

Royal place condo, 3fl at the cormer with swimming
pool view, 45s5gm. Fully furnished.

Pls contact 0B4-4746%9412 | annanoil @hotmail.com
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PROPERTY FOR SALE

KAMALA NICE STUDIO
3.25 million baht. Freehold.
Tel: 080-692 6114. Email: davi
dedelucca9 @gmail.com

NAKAISLAND

Unique 4-bedroom beach-front
house, panoramic views to the
south, 10 minutes to Ao Por pier.
240sgm on 2 floors, 750sgqm
plot, separate house for staff. Tel:
089-593 3665. Email: nakais
landhouse @ gmail.com

PROPERTY FOR RENT

APARTMENT FOR RENT
RAWAI
3 bedrooms, 1 bathroom, kit-
chen. Long-term rental: 23,000
baht/month. Call 080-146 1393.
Email: vespajai@hotmail.com

POOL VILLAFOR RENT

Rawai. 3 bedrooms, 2 bath-
rooms, kitchen, garage. Long
term: 33,000 baht/month. Tel:
080-146 1393. Email: vespajai@
hotmail.com

BEACHFRONT
POOL VILLA

Chalong. For sale / rent. 3
bedrooms, 1 rai area. Tel:
089-649 99 39.

HOUSE + 2 APARTMENTS
Andaman Mountain, Patong.
Large 240sgm house with 3
double bedrooms & 3 en-sulites.
Huge sea-view lounge; luxury fit-
ted kitchen; cloak room & toilet;
aircon & fans throughout; hot &
cold water; three phase power;
double garage. Approx land area
565sgm. Includes 2 self con-
tained sea-view studio apart-
ments; all 4 floors with sea-view
balconies. 16 million baht. Email:
craneprop @hotmail.co.uk

@gmail.com

PHUKET TOWN EUROPEAN STANDARD
APARTMENT
- —

2-bedroom apartment, swimming pool, very quiet, parking.
20,000 baht monthly. Tel: 089-471 1805. Email: paul.bataillard

T —

Royal Place condo, Phuket City, bypass road,
opposite Tesco Lotus, 37 Sqm, 2 fl. Studio room,
fully furnished.

2-BED POOL PENTHOUSE
3-minute walk from Kata Noi/
Kata Beach and town. Short/
long term. Please contact by
email: resortgm @gmail.com

KATHU
PHUKET GOLF VIEW

Completly renovated studio
60sgm in the heart of Kathu,
10 minutes to Central Festi-
val, 15 minutes to Patong,
quiet green area 24,000
baht monthly. For more infor-
mation, please call 087-801
9797 (English). Email: cua
ca2000 @hotmail.com

NEW CONDO FOR RENT
Bell Condo. For more informa-
tion, please call 084-690 7183.
Email: johngriffinphotography52
@yahoo.co.uk

GOLF/LAKE/VALLEY
VIEWS PENTHOUSE
Villa for rent. Kathu. 3 bed
rooms, 4 bathrooms. On top of
a private hill, overlooking Loch
Palm golf course & valley. Ja-
cuzzi on the balcony, modern
large kitchen, infinity pool,
4km to BIS/Headstart, and
other international schools, se-
cure, quiet, furnished, maid, fiber
optic WiFi. Long term: 85,000
baht/month. Tel: 087-269 8492.

ACCOMMODATION

AVAILABLE

NAI YANG POOL VILLA
Quiet, modern, fully furnished,
4 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms, 2
kitchens, aircon, hi-speed
internet, TV, swimming pool,
large garage, 700m from Nai
Yang Beach. 35,000 baht/month
(long term). Nai Yang Beach.
Tel: 092-431 5962 (English &
Thai). Email: slarti@onthenet.
com.au

PATONG LUXURY APT

Paradise Hotel Complex. 150m
to beach, 1 large bedroom, kit-
chen, light, airy. Tel: 086-276 76
08.

POOL VILLANEAR BEACH
3-bedroom villa with pool, 5-
minute walk to the beach, for
annual rent. Kamala. Tel: 081-
719 0014. Email: nacky2u @hot
mail.com

LOFT STYLE FLAT
KATHU
Two furnished flats. Good exer-
cise location, secure. 85,000
baht / month. Long term. Tel:
086-664 5575. Email: hkmsn@
yahoo.com

1-BED BUNGALOW RAWAI
50sgm, big terrace, kitchen,
aircon, WiFi, fully furnished.
9,000 baht/ month. Email: brico
thailand @ hotmail.com

NAI YANG POOL VILLA
Quiet, modern, fully furnished,
4 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms, 2
kitchens, aircon, hi-speed
internet, TV, swimming pool,
large garage, 700m from Nai
Yang Beach. 35,000 baht/month
(long term). Nai Yang Beach.
Tel: 092-431 5962 (English &
Thai). Email: slarti@onthenet.
com.au

CHALONG AREA
HOUSE
1-3 bedrooms. Quiet area.
Fully furnished. Tel: 081-892
4311. http://palaigreen.weeb

ly.com

HOTEL FOR SALE/LEASE
PATONG
Hotel + land 42 rooms, sea view,
1km from beach. Sale: 65 mil-
lion baht or rent: 2 million baht/
year. Tel: 080-528 1536. Email:
tourniech@gmail.com

HOUSE WITH POOL
18,000 BAHT/MONTH
Furnished, pool, WiFi, TV, air-
con. Long/short-term rent.
Chalong / Rawai. Tel: 089-475
1200 (English & Thai). Email:
info@welcome-inn.com, http://

welcomeinn-phuket.com

LOVELY APARTMENTS

FOR RENT
Please contact 081-539 9612,
087-633 1472. Email: chrispal
mer56 @ gmail.com For further
information, please see our
website at http://pukeyome
fc2.web.fc2.com/phuketcondo
rent.htm

4-BEDROOM POOL VILLA
CHALONG

Beautiful 4-bedroom, 5-bath-
room private pool villa available
for short/long term rent. 5m x
10m private pool, fully fur-
nished to a high standard, in-
cludes WiFi internet and cable
TV. Tel: 081-397 6921 (English
& Thai). Email: terryleetuck @
hotmail.com

Special Deal of the Year

A unique apportunity to own a fantastic 6-bedroom oceanfront villa in
Kamala that has two private walkways for 2 separate beaches reduced
to half price for quick sale: 55 MB only or any near offers.

TOWNHOUSE
FOR RENT /SALE
Phuket Townhouse, 3 bed-
rooms, 2 bathrooms, 3 aircons,
car park. Furnished, quiet loca-
tion. Near Central Festival,
18,000 baht/month. Please call
081-719 7015 (English & Thai).
Email: jassarabee @ gmail.com

8,000 BAHT / MONTH
4-BEDROOM HOUSE
Nature surrounding on sea ca-
nal near Boat Lagoon. Long
term only. Please call 081-892

4311.

CONDO IN RAWAI

2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, kit-
chen, full amenities, WiFi, pool,
maid. Only 30,000 baht/month.
Tel: 081-892 6710 (English), 081-
895 7908 (English & Thai).
Email: peterh @asianwind.biz

HOUSE FOR RENT
CHALONG

2 air-conditioned bedrooms,
1 bathroom, a living room,
furnished house, kitchen,
near Phuket Zoo. No pets!
Soi Palai. Tel: 081-537 9878
(English & Thai), 089-729
8472 (English & Thai).
Email: tiwus @ hotmail.com

PROPERTY

SERVICES

SERVICE APARTMENT
PATONG
Fully furnished, swimming pool,
quiet. Nanai - Patong. Please call
081-894 4730, 081-892 5983.
Email: nanaivillaphuket@gmail.
com
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JOBS/RECRUITMENT

Sale & Marketing

+ Female

+ 27-35 years old, good personality

+ All nationals welcome

+ Salary: As per experiences + great commission, bonus

+ Orienting, training, assigning, scheduling, coaching, and disciplining
employees to hit target every month

« Communicating job expectations; planning, monitoring, appraising, and
reviewing job contributions

+ Achieves marketing and sales operational objectives by contributing
marketing and sales information and recommendations to strategic
plans and reviews

+ Meets marketing and sales financial objectives by forecasting require
ments

« Provides information by collecting, analyzing, and summarizing data
and trends

+ Managing campaigns on social media with social specialist

+ Weekly report to CEO

(o WBuy

ONLINE MARKETING
MANAGER

We are a long-established
real estate agent and look-
ing for a team player with
online marketing experi-
ence. You will plan and im-
plement performance-ori-
ented online campaigns
strategically. You will work
with SEM / SEA, email mar-
keting, and online media.
With your sense of trends
and innovations in the fast
moving internet market you
will identify, optimize, and
implement them indepen-
dently. The tasks range from
media planning, set-up Goo-

WHEELS &
MOTORS

Price rate
guaranteed higher
than others!

Buyer - All Models/Colors

Urgent buyer - Toyota Hilux Vigo
4x4 only, Guaranteed good price.
If you want to sell your Toyota
Hilux, just call us and receive a
higher-than-market price.

N Tel. 084-344 3444, 093-004 4309,
= 080-806 6007, 081-122 6026,
www.vigodu.com

i

CAPTIVALT
550,000 BAHT

SECOND HAND 2014
ATV CAN-AM 1000 4HR

Second hand ATV. Year:
2014. Make: Can-am. Color:
yellow. Model: Renegade
1000 X XC Miles. Hours: 4
hours(+/-). Samut Sakhon.
Tel: 034-423317, 081-754
7599 (English & Thai), 092-
269 6099 (Thai). Email: csu
tivas@gmail.com

gle ad words campaigns
and monitor our client’s. For
more information, please
call 081-891 6143 (English).
Email: info@aoneproperty
phuket.com

SEO Specialist

« Male or Female

« 25 - 45 years old

+ Weekly report to CEO

- Salary: As per experiences

« Build and execute social media strategy through competitive research,
platform determination, benchmarking, messaging and audience
identification

« Generate, edit, publish and share daily content (original text, images,
video or HTML) that builds meaningful connections and encourages
community members to take action

+ Set up and optimize company pages within each platform to increase the
visibility of company’s social content

+ Moderate all user-generated content in line with the moderation policy
for each community

+ Create editorial calendars and syndication schedules

+ Continuously improve by capturing and analyzing the appropriate social
data/metrics, insights and best practices, and then acting on the information

+ Collaborate with other departments (customer relations, sales etc.) to
manage reputation, identify key players and coordinate actions

Journalist

+ Male or Female

+ 25-35 years old

« Salary: As per experiences
+ Reading press releases

+ Researching articles

WEBMASTER & DESIGN
Phuket's leading Real Estate
Company is recruiting! Job de-
scription; Ensure the web serv-
ers, hardware and software are
operating accurately. Design
websites. Debug issues that
arise with the performance of
the website, promotion of the
website/SEO. Ensure the web-
site works efficiently and fast.
Put content online (properties, PAJERO SPORT 2011

promotions’ news etc)_ Make TOp model. 4x4. 70,000km FU”y
newsletters and email automa-  Serviced. 1. owner. No accidents.
tion (mailchimp, Kigo etc). Deal Many options. Sale: 975,000
with the hosting company or baht. Laguna Phuket. Tel: 085-
email service provider to solve 781 9167.

problems or improve services.
For more information, please
call 076-341045, 081-459 01
52. Email: info@propertyin
- Establishing and maintaining contacts phuket.com Please see our web-
« Interviewing sources site at http://propertyinphuket.
« Writing, editing, and submitting copy com

+ Attending events

+ Proofreading

+ Verifying statements and facts

+ Staying up to date with privacy, contempt and defamation law

+ Liaising with owners, sales & marketing, designers and photographers.

2008, 62,000km, 1 foreign
owner. Serviced only at
Chevrolet. No accidents.
Bangtao. Contact Marco.
Tel: 082-804 1742 (English).
Email: marco.thailand@
yahoo.com

CARS FOR RENT

Cars for rent + delivery ser-
vice. For more information,
please call 081-607 8567.
Email: suksavat@hotmail.
com, www.phuket-carrent.
net

HONDA CRF 250
2015 only 1,200km. Green book
as new condition, no accidents,
never been off road. Yoshi Mura.
USA carbon muffler. Bike cover.
120,000 baht. Tel: 095-093 4192.

Phuket Gazette

The Phuket Gazette seeks to fill the following position:

GRAPHIC ARTIST 1 POSITION

» Graphic-design skills and knowledge of Adobe lllustrator, PageMaker,
Indesign, Photoshop required

» Freehand drawing and web-design skills a plus

» Responsible, hard-working, attention to detail

> Able to work in a fast-paced environment and meet deadlines

> Good communication skills, team player

» Thai-English speaker

Benefit: Social Fund, 1 free spa treatment/month, staff party
(inbound or outbound depends on company set, etc.)

Send CV now, we will consider and contact you back shortly.
Email: kanchana@gorentbuy.com | Tel: 098-015-9489
www.gorentbuy.com

URGENTLY REQUIRED: Personal Assistant

+ Female 28-35 years old

+ Able to work 2 days/week (15,000 baht per month)

« Proficient in English language, speaking and writing

+ Well-organized for file organization and daily assigned tasks

+ Able to cooperate with bank, lawyer and accountant Qualified candidates are invited to send a CV to Khun Anna (General Manager), by

email, fax or post to:
“A good background in sales & marketing would be an advantage.,

The Phuket Gazette Co Ltd
79/94 Moo 4, Thepkrasattri Rd, T. Koh Keaw, A. Muang Phuket 83000
Tel: 076-273555, ext 102 Fax: 076-615240 Email: anna@ phuketgazette.net

Please contact Por.
Tel: 095-429 6655, Email: d.natthasinee @gmail.com
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STEAL OF THE YEAR
US$95,000

il

2010 Supercat 38ft custom.
2x100hp Yamaha, 4-stroke
engines. US$12,000 fishing
equipment. 2014 Colarmark
Tender Boat (15hp Yamaha
Enduro 2-stroke engine).
Please call 092-526 6011
(Thai), +27-82-658 0100
(RSA). Email: murray81113
@gmail.com, www.super
cat.co.za

67' CATAMARAN

Polyester. Price: 5 million baht.
Needs new engines. Pattaya.
For more information, please

call: 081-306 1150 (English &

Thai). Email: rm@foodcomthai
land.com

JETSKI YAMAHA VRX
1.8L

:{ ™
TS

67-year-old owner, perfect
condition. 350,000 baht. Tel:
089-470 8926. Email: jyfie
vet@gmail.com

20M RPM BERTH

20 meters E dock berth at the
Royal Phuket Marina to let by pri-
vate owner. Long or short term.
Competitive rates available. Tel:
+44 0786-658 8395 (English).
Email: james @shayler.co

BENETEAU EVASION 34
FOR SALE

1981, 50hp Perkings Motor
Sailer, many extras, best
state. 28,000 euro. Contact
Nihat Gunduz. For more in-
formation, please call 086-
274 6272. Email: nihat_
gunduz @hotmail.com

BOATS & MARINE

THAILAND’S LEADING BROKERAGE AND NEW YACHT DEALERSHIP

LEE MARINE

ESprtermtctional S Aearnre SSrokeriage

e

PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE POWER & SAIL LISTINGS

BINCE 1887

WWW.LEEMARINE.COM

Martin Holmes
Tol: +&6 81 891 7057

Jim Poulsen

Fairline Phantom 48 (2011)

Tol: +66 81 6891 3237

Marcus Overman Mark Heath

Tol: +66 B1 #68 1437

Tol: +66 81 TAT 0408

590,000 USD

Hanse 445 (2012)
2150000 CLIRCY

=

Bertram 510 (2002)
4G4, 000 LISD

Symbaol 57 (1990)
460,000 LISD

:f ‘i "-h.“ II rli*.“

|

Monterey 415 Sport Yacht (2011)
120,000 LISD

Cabalt 276 (2010)
2,200,000 THE

Arimul 55 (2008)
50,000 LIS[Y

Benclean Doeanis 54 (2013)
299000 ELIE

ol
3

Palmer Johnson 84 (1968)
G, 000 LISDY

GENERAL CLASSIFIEDS

BUILDING
PRODUCTS &
SERVICES

NEED
CONTRUCTION?
Best quality and best price
guaranteed, from building
your home to repair works.
Contact us for free quote.

Tel: 095-415 1000.

SUN PROTECTION FILMS
For your house or condo. More
information: www.traegerbia.
com. Email: info@traegerbia.
com

PERSONAL
SERVICES

VISA SERVICE

FOR THAIS
We offer a bespoke visa
service for Thais who would
like to travel to the UK, USA,
Australia, Canada, New
Zealand and the Schengen
area. Tel: 063-245 6030 (En-
glish). Email: info @visafor
thais.com, http://visaforthais.
com

BULLETINS

Alcoholics
Anonvmols

If you want to drink
that is your business

DTN
LUS1OT
HTAISOINS
Daily Meetings
Patong, Phuket Town,
Ehalun_g, Surin, Ka_rnn‘

081-895 4763
084-307 7408

Email: phuketaa@yahoo.com

AA Phuket

Google

BUSINESS PRODUCTS & SERVICES

HARWELL LEGAL

INTERNATIONAL LAW OFFICE
FREE CONSULTATION

Our Legal Services:
* Litigations and Notices Services
* Thai Wills & Testaments
* Marriage Registration and Divorce
* Child Custody and Adoption

* Real Estate and Land Due Diligence
* Work Permits and Visa Services

» Company Setup and Accounting

* Translations and Verifications

* Notary Services

Tel: +66-(0)76-283445 | Mobile: +66-(0)98-633 3662
Email: office@harwell-legal.com

9/51 Moo 9, Chaofa East Rd, Chalong, Muang, Phuket
www.harwell-legal.com

CLUB MEMBERSHIP AVAILABLE

LOCH PALM
MEMBERSHIP
400,000 baht. For more informa-
tion, please call 081-859 5194.

PHUKET COUNTRY CLUB
Golf life membership. 470,000
baht, everything included. Nego-

tiable. Tel: 081-089 1407.

BLUE CANYON
MEMBERSHIP FOR SALE
Family club membership.
900,000 baht. Tel: 084-837 7249.
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lacuna Special Offers

LFEsTYLE ___ Own A Piece of Paradise in Laguna Phuket
HUB Asia’s Finest Integrated Resort
L) PARK
Free furniture package* 5 years interest free* 5% guaranteed return

for 3 years*
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Completed & Ready to Move In
For Free Inspection Contact
E: info@lagunaproperty.com
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W: www.lagunaproperty.com
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