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Ferrari 488 Spider makes
Southeast Asia debut in
‘Blu Corsa’ in Phuket.
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Banyan Tree Phuket ready
for high season with new
renovations complete.

Cheat meals – guilt-free
indulgences can be a good
thing for a healthy lifestyle.

‘THEY WILL BE DESTROYED BY NEW YEAR’

  Beach clubs
will be cleared
off Surin sands

Surin Beach business expansions on the westside of the boardwalk were destroyed last year.
Now, the government buildings housing some of the island’s most popular beach clubs are to
be taken down, vowed Vice Governor Chokdee Amornrat. Photo: Gazette file

By Chutharat Plerin

WHAT was once arguably Phuket’s most
famous stretch of beach clubs will be de-
molished by New Year, vowed Phuket Vice
Governor Chokdee Amornrat on Tuesday.

“It will take about two weeks to clear
all the buildings and broken construction
materials from Surin Beach boardwalk,”
explained V/Gov Chokdee. “This needs
to be clearly explained to the English-
speaking community impacted so that
they understand that what we are doing
is returning the beach to its former, natu-
ral beauty – a gift to the world for New
Year.”

Only one man’s signature is preventing
the government from establishing a start
date for the demolition of Bimi Beach
Club, Catch Beach Club and a number of
other iconic establishments.

Watcharin Patomwattanapong, acting
chief of the Phuket Provincial Adminis-
tration Organization (PPAO), is required
to sign off on the destruction of a number
of buildings which are owned by the PPAO
and were leased out to locals, who then
allowed private businesses to operate at
the facilities.

Mr Watcharin was expected to return
to Phuket this week, but had yet to do so
as the Gazette went to print, confirmed a

PPAO representative who declined to be
named.

“I do not have the authority to say yes
or no with regards to the demolition of
those buildings. I will report the meeting
minutes as soon as he returns,” said the
representative.

V/Gov Chokdee vowed to follow up

with Mr Watcharin to ensure that the demo-
lition was made a priority.

The beach clubs, as well as the restau-
rants and other businesses on the east side
of the Surin beachfront path are occupy-
ing units originally built by the…

Continued on Page 4
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A PHUKET Air Catering em-
ployee confessed to stealing
duty-free items while transport-
ing food to a plane bound for
Finland at Phuket International
Airport on November 30.

Sitthichai Srirat, 28, stole a
total of 18 duty-free items.

Cabin crew noticed that the
items were missing and imme-
diately contacted airport security.

Mr Sitthichai was charged
with theft.

– Winai Sarot

PHUKET Provincial Police ar-
rested a drug dealer in possession
of more than one million baht
worth of ya ice (crystal metham-
phetamine) on November 27.

Paitoon Asirametee, 26,
claims that he was hired by an
inmate at Phuket Provincial
Prison to pick up the drugs and
deliver them to customers.

He was charged with posses-

Massive python
removed from
Thalang home

A LOCAL security guard re-
ceived media attention after he

About 100 Phuket locals gathered at Provincial Hall on November 30 to protest comments made
by the recently appointed United States Ambassador to Thailand, Glyn Davies, about the increase
in lese majeste sentences under the National Council for Peace and Order (NCPO).  For the full
story, visit PhuketGazette.net. Photo: Kritsada Mueanhawong

Phi Phi struggles
with illegal touts

POLICE are hunting two sus-

Locals protest US Amb’s
lese majeste comments

Airport staffer
caught stealing
duty-free items

Drug runner
arrested with
B1mn of meth

sion of a Category 1 drug with
intent to sell.

– Kritsada Mueanhawong

UNAWARE of officers failing

to find and arrest an illegal gib-
bon tout regularly operating at
a specific time and location on
Phi Phi Don, the recently ap-
pointed Phi Phi Police Chief
Jetsada Junphum has taken
matters into his own hands.

The video, sent to the Ga-
zette by a reader, clearly shows
the culprit’s face and was for-
warded to Phi Phi Police earlier
this month.

Restaurant owners in the area
were told to immediately inform
police if the tout resurfaced.

– Chutharat Plerin

Police search for
serial bag thief

Russian woman
robbed near BISP

Security guard
returns 400,000
baht to owner

pects accused of robbing a Rus-
sian woman near British Inter-
national School Phuket on No-
vember 28.

Olga Shnyreva, 35, was
kicked off of her bicycle and
robbed of 400 baht and an
iPhone 6 by two men with tat-
tooed faces, confirmed Lt Col
Sanit Nukong of the Thalang
Police.

Police hope to make arrests
soon.                 – Winai Sarot

returned a bag containing
400,000 baht to its owner.

Nattapong Rithidet, 19, was
in the bathroom at Tesco Lotus
when a customer came in to use
the facilities and forgot to take
his bag with him when he left.

Mr Nattapong immediately
took the bag to customer service.

The owner returned two
hours later to find his bag con-
taining 400,000 baht at the
counter waiting for him.

Mr Nattapong received the
‘Value Award’ from Tesco Lotus,
3,000 baht from the bag’s owner
and was invited to meet
Phuket Governor Chamroen
Tipayapongtada on December 3.

– Kritsada Mueanhawong

POLICE are hunting a possible
serial snatch thief who made off
with a woman’s purse on No-
vember 25 in Thalang.

Namthip Kritkarom, 22, was
on her way back from the Loy
Krathong festival when the sus-
pect grabbed her bag from the
front of her motorbike while
driving past her on a black
Honda Click.

The same bike was reported
as used in a similar incident the
night before in the same area.

– Winai Sarot

A MONSTER python, six-
meters long, was caught trying
to beat the heat under a house
in Samkong on November 26.

It took several rescue work-
ers about 20 minutes to remove
the 60-kilogram snake.

It was later released at the
Khao Phra Thaew Wildlife
Sanctuary in Thalang.

– Kritsada Mueanhawong

POLICE arrested two
Myanmar nationals in posses-
sion of more than 250 grams of
crystal methamphetamine (ya
ice) on November 27.

Thiha Soe, 32 and his wife
were apprehended after officers
received a tip-off from Rassada
Subdistrict Chief (Kamnan)
Chanchai Tantawacheerapan.

Both have been charged
with possession of a Category
1 drug with intent to sell.

– Kritsada Mueanhawong

Married couple
caught with meth
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The waters of the Similan National Park draws thousands of divers each year. Photo: Fred Von Lohmann

Those wanting to soak up the sun
are advised to do so at the beach.
Photo: Gazette file

Scuba diver found dead Sunbathers
kicked out
of parkUnresponsive diving tourist recovered from Koh Bon

By Chutharat Plerin

A CHINESE diver died on
November 27 during a dive trip
with Similan Seven Sea Co Ltd
to Koh Bon, Similan National
Park.

Zhang Lin, 23, was found
floating unresponsive at a depth
of about 11.9 meters by divers
from another dive tour.

“Ms Zhang was found with
her regulator no longer in her
mouth by divers from Khao
Lak Scuba Adventures,” said
Phang Nga Marine Police
Chief Jakkree Mekumphonsuit.

The divers pulled Ms Zhang
onto their boat to perform car-
diopulmonary resuscitation
(CPR) and administer oxygen,
while staff contacted the dive
boat that Ms Zhang was with.

“Staff from Similan Seven
Sea Co’s Peter Pan didn’t seem
to know that the woman was
even missing,” said a Khao Lak
Scuba Adventures staff mem-
ber, who asked not to be
named. “As far as we know, Ms
Zhang became separated from
her buddy when they went out
diving without a dive master.”

It is unclear where Ms
Zhang’s diving buddy was at
the time of the incident. How-
ever, diving standards require
certified recreational divers to
always dive in teams in case of

an emergency.
“After analyzing her dive

watch, it seems that Ms Zhang
had been struggling in shallow
water for quite a long time be-
fore sinking down to the depth
where she was found,” the staff
member said. “Her tank
showed a remaining pressure of
about 15 bars, an indication
that she may have been panick-
ing and breathing deeply before

she passed out.”
Ms Zhang was transported

to Tai Muang Chaipat Hospital
where she was pronounced
dead on arrival by doctors.

Police contacted Similan
Seven Sea Co Ltd owner
Tongkan Worapanya in order to
question him about the incident
and check on the company’s
documentation.

As of November 27, at-

tempts made by the Gazette to
contact Mr Tongkan for com-
ment were unsuccessful.

“We are now trying our best
to investigate what happened,”
Col Jakkree said. “We do know
that Ms Zhang signed a waiver
with the company stating that
she had no underlying health
issues.” Col Jakkree added.

Doctors have yet to verify a
cause of death.

PHUKET City Police forced
three bikini-clad sunbathers
soaking up the sun at Saphin
Hin to re-dress themselves on
November 25.

“I am aware that officers
took this action to ensure the
safety of the women,” Capt
Chatchai Choonoo of Phuket
City Police told the Gazette.
“We do not have officers set up
at this park, or other similar
parks, to ensure the safety of
women who might be sexually
harassed while sunbathing in
bikinis.”

Tourists and residents are
better off sunbathing on the
beaches, said Col Khunnadet
Nanongkhai, Phuket City Po-
lice Deputy Superintendent.

– Chutharat Plerin
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Mandatory travel insurance
tabled at Phuket meeting

Sean Kenzie is just one of
thousands of tourists who
struggled with hospital bills.
Photo: Chaiyot Yongcharoenchai

From page 1

…government. However, many of the
units had been modified, while other
structures unassociated with them had
been built.

Post-tsunami, the Cherng Talay
Tambon Administration Organization
(OrBorTor) established 10 buildings on
public park land next to the beach, each
with two units, while the PPAO con-
structed 16 buildings paid for by the
Overseas Economic Cooperation Fund
of Japan.

“Demolishing all the buildings along
Surin Beach is not that easy. Some of
them are government property. We need
to talk about it and bring other govern-
ment departments into the
conversation,” Phuket Governor
Chamroen Tipayapongtada said last
year while still acting as vice governor.

“We need to see what needs to be
done in order to do everything legally.
We need to follow the law and examine
leases and contracts.

“Part of that will be looking at who
was originally given the non-transfer-
able permission to use the buildings, and
who is currently using them under what

conditions.”
Despite some of the buildings being

legal and some of the modifications
made to them being sanctioned by the
local government, OrBorTor President
Ma-ann Samran remains firm in his de-
sire to see them demolished.

“I admit that we were the ones who
gave them permission to modify the
buildings, to make them beautiful and

to maintain them,” Mr Ma-ann said.
“I feel sorry for the people who used

to have their businesses on the land, but
the situation has changed. I believe that
they have earned enough to just move
on now.”

The only exceptions to the demoli-
tion orders will be a public stadium and
a building that was built in honor of a
visit by HM King Bhumibol Adulyadej

in 1959.
Mr Ma-ann assured the Gazette that

if he is able to have the area cleared, no
new structures would be allowed to be
built there.

At a meeting about the Surin Beach
businesses on Tuesday, Mr Ma-ann
called for military backing when it came
time to start the demolition. The move
was quickly approved by V/Gov
Chokdee and confirmed by Lt Sompop
Kamkana of the Royal Thai Navy.

“I already have a team of 40 officers
ready to be dispatched with backing
from the National Council for Peace and
Order (NCPO),” Lt Sompop told the
Gazette. “I would expect Provincial
Police and civil volunteers to be present
as well, so no less than 200 men to en-
sure that the work goes smoothly.”

Last week, Mr Ma-ann banned um-
brellas and other vendors from Surin
Beach after they disobeyed the recently
implemented 10 per cent beach zone.

“We have to follow through. We have
come this far. If we do not get rid of
those buildings, our job in implement-
ing Phuket’s beach management
policies will not be finished,” said V/
Gov Chokdee.

Last days for Surin Beach clubs, says Vice Gov

The clubs, which lost some floor space last year, will now be completely demolished, as
will all other beach businesses along the boardwalk. Photo: Gazette file

THE Phuket Governor vowed
to raise tourist travel insurance
issues to those capable of mak-
ing changes to national legis-
lation following the honorary
consul meeting on November
25.

“If a tourist is not covered
by insurance in their home
country, they are setting them-
selves up for a difficult
situation if they get injured
while on holiday here,” said
Phuket Governor Chamroen
Tipayapongtada. “This is a very
important issue, that I will raise
with the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and the Ministry of
Tourism and Sports.”

The topic of travel insurance
was tabled at the meeting by
Pornphan Sittichaivijit, the
Royal Norwegian honorary
consul.

“Travel insurance is one is-
sue that is getting worse and
worse, because Phuket has no
way to deal with those who are
unable to pay their hospital
bills,” said Ms Pornphan.

The cost of treating unin-
sured tourists at Patong
Hospital totals about one mil-
lion baht every year. At Vachira
Phuket Hospital, the total is
about three million baht. In to-
tal, foreign tourists’ unpaid
medical bills cost the country
more than 200 million baht an-
nually, explained Somsak

Pureesrisak, Thailand’s Tour-
ism and Sports minister in
2013.

Authorities have made at-
tempts in the past to promote
travel insurance for tourists.

In 2013, the Ministry of
Tourism and Sports was ready
to implement a regulation to
cut down on foreign tourists’
unpaid medical bills by impos-
ing a compulsory travel
insurance fee for all tourists
entering Thailand. Such un-
paid bills were putting a huge
strain on cash-strapped public
hospitals in major destina-
tions, particularly Phuket,
explained Dr Sirichai at the
time.

Though the 500-baht on-ar-
rival insurance scheme never
came to fruition, it was picked
up and dusted off in August
this year.

– Chutharat Plerin
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Cops chase credit card theft gang
Thieves were targeting tourists using public transport

Mr Pitawat already had a criminal record. Photo: Kritsada Mueanhawong

A 25-MILLION-BAHT bud-
get was approved for the
Phuket International Airport
pier project, which will allow
tourists to take a ferry down
the west coast to Patong,
confirmed officials on
November 25.

The budget for the ‘From
The Boat to The Plane’ project,
which was tabled in 2013 by
Phuket Marine Office Chief
Phuripat Theerakulpisut, is set
to cover the costs of the design
and Environmental Impact As-
sessment (EIA).

“We want to help alleviate
the traffic problem and offer
tourists a better way of travel-
ling by opening up a boat route,”
Mr Phuripat said at the time.

Though the plan is moving
ahead, the location of the pier

has yet to be approved.
“The problem is that the cho-

sen area belongs to the Phuket
branch of the national air traf-
fic control authority ‘Aerothai’
[Aeronautical Radio of Thai-
land]. We are in the process of
requesting four rai of land in
order to build the pier,” Mr
Phuripat said. “We hope that
the Ministry of Transport will
approve the request soon.”

In January last year, officials
had to squelch rumors that a
240-million-baht budget had
already been approved for the
project.

Officials expect to have de-
signs drawn up while the EIA
is being approved, setting the
construction start date for
sometime in 2018.

– Sukawin Tanthavanich

By Kritsada Mueanhawong

THE ‘purchaser’ for a nation-
wide credit card theft ring that
targeted tourists was arrested
on November 29 in Phang Nga
after he escaped Phuket in a
dramatic car chase.

Pitawat Akarathitiveerakul,
53, explained to police that he
was part of a criminal network
that stole tourists’ credit cards
when they put their luggage on
buses and other forms of pub-
lic transport.

“The stolen credit cards
were then sent to Mr Pitawat,
who used them to purchase ex-
pensive items that could be
resold in other locations in the
country,” explained Lt Col
Prawit Engchuan of the Phuket
Provincial Police. “The profits
were then split among those in-
volved, with the original
thieves getting a flat rate of

10,000 baht per credit card.”
Police were tipped off to the

operation after Kasikorn Bank
informed them of the suspi-
cious card transactions.

“We had the time and place
of the transaction, so we were
able to review CCTV footage
and get a clear image of the
suspect. Mr Pitawat had a
criminal record for this type
of fraud, so we were able to
find him in our system,” said
Col Prawit. “We placed him
under surveillance in order to
catch him in the act and hope-
fully net others involved in
the crime as well.”

On November 29, police
witnessed Mr Pitawat make a
fraudulent transaction at Tesco
Lotus Chalong. They followed
him out of the store and into the
parking lot, where they saw him
get into a car being driven by
Rakrob Daroonphan.

“When we presented our-
selves, Mr Rakrob sped away
with Mr Pitawat,” Col Prawit
said. “Officers gave chase, and
even shot out one of the tyres

of the car. However, he was still
able to escape.”

Police tracked down the es-
caped car on Soi Palai.
However, according to wit-

nesses, the suspects had simply
switched cars and continued to
flee the scene.

By the time police provided
officers at the Tah Chat Chai
checkpoint with a description
of the car, the suspects had al-
ready crossed the bridge into
Phang Nga.

“Nonetheless, officers even-
tually caught up with Mr
Pitawat. He was in the car with
a different driver, who was not
connected to the crime,” Col
Prawit said. “In his possession
we found five ATM cards that
were not in his name, 300 packs
of cigarettes, three Samsung
phones, a Gucci watch and a
camera worth 30,000 baht.”

Police are still hunting for
Mr Rakrob, as well as attempt-
ing to identify other members
of the criminal network.

Mr Pitawat was charged
with credit card fraud.

‘From The Boat to The Plane’
project swings B25mn budget

The project is the brainchild of Phuket Marine Office Chief Phuripat
Theerakulpisut. Photo: Gazette file
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WITHOUT a doubt, the Gazette
sounds like a broken record from time
to time, as the publication continues
to push important issues into the head-
lines. One such monotonous tune –
also regularly played by ambassadors
and honorary consuls – revolves
around the seemingly invincible jet-
ski business operators on the island.
Almost inexplicably, they were the
first allowed back on the beaches af-
ter the National Council for Peace and
Order (NCPO) began to eradicate a
number of deeply seeded issues on the
island. Unfortunately, some parasitic
plants’ roots simply grow too deep.

The harm caused by allowing
unlicenced tourists to rent out the ex-
pensive, dangerous watercrafts
crashed into the December 3 – 9, 2005
issue of the Gazette when an Austra-
lian teenager was critically injured
after colliding with a jet-ski operated
by his 20-year-old friend. The man’s
friend, who told police that he was just
‘horsing around’ when he approached

the teen at high speed,
was charged with neg-
ligence causing
grievous bodily harm.

How the police
managed to charge the
man given the fact
that his critically in-
jured 19-year-old friend was expected
to be undergoing brain surgery – and
was in no shape to file a complaint –
is difficult to say.  The situation seems
especially strange to Phuket news
junkies who are aware that more of-
ten than not, it seems police on the
island require the injured party to file
a complaint before taking action; ap-
parently some things do change.

Another common issue that contin-
ues to plague local tourism also found
its way into the issue with the head-
line: High season kicks off with a
severe shortage of staff.

“Hotels, bars, restaurants and tour-
ism-related businesses are struggling
to find competent staff,” Gus

Reynolds wrote in the
2005 column ‘Across
The Bay’.

T h o u g h
dumbfoundingly low
Engl ish- language
abilities in Thailand
continue to create

high-demand for Thais working in the
tourism industry, the problem – un-
like the jet-ski one – is likely to come
to a head with the opening of the Asian
Economic Community (AEC) at the
end of the year. Though anticipation
is soaring like Icarus as hoteliers pre-
pare to bring on board staff from other
AEC countries, the sun has yet to burn
off the morning haze on exactly what
the AEC will mean for Phuket. Will
the multitude of jobs set aside for
‘Thais only’ remain, or will this be one
of the first barriers dashed by the mul-
tinational agreement?

Not so long ago, the hospitality
industry made enormous headlines
– Reuters, New York Times, You

Name It – when Marriott Interna-
tional Inc committed to buying
Starwood Hotels & Resorts World-
wide Inc for US$12.2 billion to
create the world’s largest hotel chain
with top brands including Sheraton,
Ritz Carlton and the Autograph Col-
lection. A building block in that
collection, in fact, made a debut ten
years ago in the Gazette when
Starwood announced that it had com-
pleted its acquisition of the Le
Meridien brand, related franchises
and management contracts. Starwood
dished out US$225 million to gain
control of the 130 hotels and resorts
worldwide – including Le Meridien’s
two properties in Phuket, one in Khao
Lak and one in Koh Samui. Now if
we could only find some benevolent
broker to buy out the jet-skis and al-
low the ambassadors to Thailand,
honorary consuls and Gazette editors
to focus on other issues handicapping
Phuket’s growth and success.

– Isaac Stone Simonelli
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Abducted Aussi
Hells Angels
gang member
found dead

‘Fast and Furious’
French drug
runner arrested

THE kidnapped 38-year-old
Australian Hells Angels motor-
cycle gang member, Wayne
Rodney Schneider, was found
dead in a shallow grave in
Chonburi province on Decem-
ber 1.

Mr Schneider was kid-
napped by five masked men
driving in a pick-up truck in
Pattaya on November 30.

Police have issued an arrest
warrant for 26-year-old Austra-
lian Antonio Bagnato for
allegedly conspiring with four
others to kidnap Mr Schneider.

The wanted suspect was Mr
Schneider’s partner in a
Sydney fitness business.

Four red-shirt
leaders detained

A FRENCHMAN, sentenced
in France for conspiring with
others to move illicit drugs
around Europe, was arrested in
Bangkok.

Andre Cabau, 39, who re-
portedly copied tactics used in
the Hollywood blockbuster
‘Fast and Furious’ when mov-
ing the narcotics, will be
deported to continue serving
his sentence in France.

Mr Cabau and other mem-
bers of his gang used a caravan
of fast sports cars to smuggle
four kilograms of cocaine and
10,000 packs of ecstasy pills
from the Benelux economic
union (Belgium, Netherlands
and Luxembourg) into France.
However, they were caught in
2005 and sentenced to 10 years
jail.

After serving seven years, he
was granted parole in 2011,
which required him to remain
in France. However, he fled to
Thailand.

THE military detained two red-
shirt leaders, Jatuporn
Promphan and Nuttawut
Saikuar, on November 30 over

their plan to visit the scandal-
plagued Rajabhakti Park. Offi-
cials stated that the duo’s actions
were aimed at causing public
confusion instead of checking
on corruption as claimed.

Two more red-shirt leaders,
Somwang Asrasee and
Thanawut Wichaidit, were ar-
rested later that day.

Mr Jatuporn and Nuttawut
were released the same night af-
ter signing a document stating
that they had been taken care of
while in detention and would not
stage any further political rallies.

Critics doubt
PM’s climate
pledge
PRIME Minister Gen Prayut
Chan-o-cha on December 1
declared in front of the world
community that Thailand
would slash greenhouse gases
by 20-25 per cent within 15
years. However critics panned
the plan, saying it was just for
show, as it looked unrealistic.

Facebook
apology ends
libel case
THE Criminal Court has suc-
cessfully mediated a defama-
tion case linked to baby
‘Carmen’ – a case that involved
a couple struggling to bring
their daughter home after the
surrogate mother claimed that
she was not aware that they
were gay.

The defendant, Kusuma
Kwankiaw, who was charged
with defamation under the
Computer Act, reached an un-
derstanding with plaintiff
Patidta Kusolsang, the surro-
gate mother of baby Carmen.

In an apologetic Facebook
post, Ms Kusuma said she had
realized her mistake in posting
defamatory messages and made
the apology public to show it
was sincere. She also expressed
her deep gratitude for Ms
Patidta’s kindness.
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Do you have an opinion to voice?
Email Editor@PhuketGazette.net

Sun loungers are needed by many
We are six tourists from Den-
mark, all aged in our 70’s, re-
turning from Phuket, and after
some 10-12 visits to Phuket,
Krabi, Koh Samui and Hua Hin
over the past five or six years,
we are leaving rather disap-
pointed, as there seems to be a
ban on lounge chairs on the
beaches.

At our age with fragile and
tired bodies, we have diffi-
culty getting up and down and
sitting on just towels on the
sand.

We will report this unac-
ceptable situation to our travel
agency (although they should
know), and we will not return
to Thailand or Phuket until
the situation has been recti-
fied.

We understand from local
newspapers that even the
Governor and the Deputy-
Governor have different
opinions of the situation, and
we wonder what is causing
such a problem that should be
easily solved, as we are will-
ing to pay the daily rent for the
lounge chairs.

I suggest that the Phuket Ga-
zette carry an explanatory
report on the situation and a
complaint of little action from
the authorities.

Karsten Willerup
Denmark

Sunbathers should
be banned in general

Re: Foreign sunbathers get
boot from Phuket park, Novem-
ber 27

It would be nice to see this
happen on all beaches, not
only to protect the women but
also to let foreigners know
that they are being disrespect-
ful to Thai culture.

Recently I have seen on
three occasions where foreign-
ers are changing their clothes
on the beach completely nude.
That is disrespectful to all
people and should have a con-
sequence.

Reality Check
Gazette forum

Airport pier not a
year round solution

Re: Airport pier project sails
forward with multi-million-baht
design budget, November 26

This is an admirable idea,
but without a proper harbor

A better plan needs
to be implemented

Re: Mandatory travel insurance
tabled in Phuket, November 26

What about those of us who
live here and have local health
insurance? Will we be turned
away for not having insurance
from our ‘home country’?

I haven’t been in my home
country for over ten years.
There needs to be something
that differentiates between
tourists and those on long term
visas.

Travel insurance is not nor-
mally valid for continuous
periods of over 45 days any-
way.

This needs to be thought
through better.

Mister Ree
Gazette forum

Allow jet-skis on
one beach only

Re: Opinion: Keeping up the
pressure to rid Phuket of jet-skis,
November 29

Since jet-skis will never be
banned island wide, here’s an
extremely simple solution that
could be put into place almost
immediately. Allow jet-skis at
only one beach that is relatively
far from other beaches. Maybe,
down by Promthep Cape.

Keep them there 24 hours a
day, guarded in rotation, by the
‘companies’ that rent them.

This would eliminate all the
nuisance traffic of them being
towed through town, too.

Bigfoot
Gazette forum

near the airport it will not work
– at least not all year round.

Anyone who has seen how
wild the sea can get on the
west coast in low season will
realize a pier would be nearly
destroyed every year. Perhaps
Nai Yang has a bit of shelter
somewhere, but it  would
probably need constant
dredging.

Have a look – no boats can
anchor near the west coast in
low season.

Chob
Gazette forum

IT’S hard to believe that 25 million baht in funding has been
approved for the design and environmental impact assessment
(EIA) for the proposed ‘From The Boat to The Plane’ project.

There is certainly no question that public transport from
Phuket International Airport (HKT) to the island’s west coast
resort towns is in dire need of improvement, but the answer
lies in tackling onshore issues.

The list of serious concerns and drawbacks to the controver-
sial project is far too long to be listed in this space. What appears
to be clear, however, is that none of the project’s proponents
seem to have taken the time to view how the project would be
viewed in the eyes of inbound tourists disembarking at HKT.

Upon arrival, the vast majority of tourists – especially those
on long-haul flights – simply want to clear customs and im-
migration and get to their hotels as quickly and efficiently as
possible. A good number of them will inevitably be grouchy,
airsick and jet-lagged. Worse, many flights arrive in the dead
of night. It is already bad enough that they are greeted at the
arrivals area by swarms of smarmy taxi touts, but now we
are asking them to be taxied to a pier with all their luggage
and take a hair-raising 25 minute speedboat ride in the
monsoon season?

The project is the brainchild of Phuripat Theerakulpisut,
chief of the Phuket Marine Office and staunch supporter of
the island’s infamous jet-ski rental industry, who now has suc-
cessfully sold his vision to the point where his office will be
able to oversee the lucrative EIA process and project design.

But rest assured, this project will never see the light of
day. It will just be another addition to the long list of projects
on which millions of baht of taxpayer money is needlessly
wasted in the study process.

One overwhelming drawback that has gone largely un-
mentioned is that you simply cannot build a permanent pier
anywhere along Mai Khao Beach, which gets hammered by
Phuket’s strongest currents and heaviest waves most of the
year. Some readers will remember the fate of the Coral Reef
Squadron dive site in the relatively sheltered Bangtao Bay; it
was completely obliterated in the course of just one monsoon
season.

We hope the Office of the Auditor General of Thailand
and other agencies with jurisdiction and oversight authority
will carefully monitor funding on this latest and most egre-
gious public works fallacy.

Scrap ferry fallacy



PHUKET GAZETTE 9December 5 - 11, 2015

Signs should be clearly visible for all parties involved. Photo: Tom Page

Do you have an opinion to voice?
Email Editor@PhuketGazette.net

By Pruth Kulprasit

Words from the Wise

“It is only through labor and painful
effort, by grim energy and resolute cour-
age, that we move on to better things.”

– Theodore Roosevelt

Sin Polrob, 58, was born
and raised in Rawai. He
has been a community
leader since 1999 and
currently serves as the
Rawai Kamnan (subdistrict
chief).
    Here he talks about the
importance of communities
standing up against projects

that threaten to destroy the natural beauty of Thailand.

“Strength does not come from winning.
Your struggles develop your strengths.
When you go through hardships and
decide not to surrender, that is strength.”

– Arnold Schwarzenegger

Can I travel with an unopened bottle of wine?
I’LL be travelling on a domes-
tic flight next week from the
Phuket International Airport
and have a bottle of wine that I
would like to take with me
when I go.
However, I want to make sure
that the bottle will be able to
pass through security, as I am
afraid that they will throw it
away.

Alex Schuster
Surin

Phuket International Airport

Director Monrudee Gettu-
phan replies:

Thank you very much for
your question.

Yes, of course you will be
able to take your wine with you.

However, you will only be
able to put it in your checked
luggage and not in your carry-
on bag.

Please make sure that your
bag is well packed to prevent
your bottle from breaking. You
can also ask the check-in
officer to put a ‘Fragile’ sticker
on your bag just to add some
extra care.

For further information,
please contact 076-351 166.

Mark smoking zones
IT SEEMS to me that people
in Thailand, particularly
Phuketians, have forgotten that
there is a law that bans smok-
ing in certain areas or while
driving. I even Googled it to
make sure that the law is still
in place.

The law states that you are
not allowed to smoke in public
parks, school and university pe-
rimeters, hospitals, government
offices and even in vehicles. The
punishment for breaking this
law is a fine of 2,000 baht. But
how many people break the law
and never get fined?

When I was younger, I re-
member seeing the governor
talking about ‘No Smoking Ar-
eas’ on television, and the
applicable punishment if you
were caught smoking in them.
To this day, I am sure that people
are still smoking wherever they
please and are never fined.

I know this for a fact, as I was
a smoker from the age of 16
until the age of 28. I often
bought cigarettes before I was
legally allowed to and I always
smoked them in public places,
including while driving in my
car or riding my bike. I was
never caught or fined even once.

I now find it extremely an-
noying when I am riding in a
car with someone who is smok-
ing or while driving behind
someone who is smoking on
their bike. The ash flies in my

face and people just throw the
cigarette butts on the ground
when they are done. It is sad to
see so many discarded cigarette
butts littered everywhere on the
ground and in the streets.

Now that I am older and
have a child of my own, I feel
upset when I go out in a sup-
posedly ‘No Smoking Area’
and people are smoking around
my son. I understand that they
feel that it’s their right to smoke
where they want, but I don’t
think it’s fair to my child to
have to inhale their cigarette
smoke. I am sure there are
many former smokers who feel
the same way I do.

In heavily populated areas,
such as the Naka market and
Bang Wad Dam, there should
be clear, visible signs that it
is illegal to smoke there. And
if there is a designated smok-
ing area, there should be
visible signs indicating this as
well.

I feel like the law needs to be
strictly enforced, both for smok-
ers and nonsmokers. Signs will
help minimize the inconve-
nience for all parties involved.

Saving natural beauty

AS A community member and
leader, I like to see people come
together and stand up for what
they believe in.

In a developing world, pro-
tecting our communities is one
of the most important things we
can do. If we, as members of
the Phuket community, do not
protect it, then who will?

Recently, we all came to-
gether to protest the Nai Harn
Movie Museum project. How-
ever, I do not want people to
misunderstand our intentions.
The community does not have
a problem with Nai Harn be-
ing developed, it’s actually nice
to see people interested in the
area. Nonetheless, there are
real issues when these pro-
posed developments threaten to
destroy the natural beauty that
we love. Not to mention the fact
that it is this beauty that draws
thousands of tourists to our
beaches every year.

We are the ones who
planted the trees that were to
be chopped down for the
project. It takes years for
these trees to grow to the size
they are now. And not only do
they provide us with clean air,
we have grown old together
with them, sharing many
memories with members of
our families as we eat and re-
lax in the shade.

It was so nice to see that the
people in, and beyond, our
community understood how
important these trees are. I
urge people in other commu-
nities to also stand united and
protect the areas that they live
in. When speaking with a
single voice, a community has
much more impact than when

only a handful of people try to
make a difference.

Nai Harn is one of the most
beautiful beaches in Asia and I
support the local government in
developing the area, but they
must listen to the community.
We are not just doing this for
ourselves, but for everyone
who enjoys the natural beauty
at Nai Harn.

A lot of people travel here
from overly developed coun-
tries just to get back into
nature. We should do every-
thing in our power to keep
such precious nature alive in
our homes, so we too aren’t
forced to travel to be sur-
rounded by such beauty.

We can use the power of our
community to protect what we
have, so that our children and
grandchildren can enjoy the
beautiful nature that we have
today.

Business owners must
think about the consequences
of their actions when devel-
oping real estate, as well as
listen to the community’s con-
cerns before moving ahead
with any plan.

A local community will
always know the area better
than anyone else. They also
have the most time and energy
invested it. So, only by work-
ing together can we move
Phuket forward.

It was community action that saved the trees at Nai Harn Beach from
being cut down. Photo: Voratuss Intasee
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Priceline.com is the Priceline Group’s flagship hotel and airline travel site, with other brands including Agoda.com and Booking.com.

Is Priceline right for your portfolio?

First duty-free opens

GROWTH stocks can power
your portfolio to new highs,
with one such stock being the
Priceline Group Inc
(NASDAQ: PCLN), which can
also double as your one-stop
online destination to serve all
of your travel needs.
Priceline.com is the Priceline
Group’s flagship hotel and air-
line travel site with the
company’s other brands includ-
ing Agoda.com, Booking.com,
Kayak.com, Rentalcars.com
and OpenTable.com (an online
restaurant reservations service).

The Priceline Group was
founded in 1997 and had a
1999 IPO where the company’s
market value reached US$12.9
billion on its first trading day –
the highest first day market
value for an IPO at the time.
Shares then took a beating dur-
ing the dot.com crash (losing
99 per cent of their value) and
largely drifted for the next sev-
eral years.

In 2007 when the Priceline
Group showed signs of taking
off as the next growth stock, I
began adding shares to the
portfolios of my clients. Sev-
eral years later in 2014, I
exited them from the stock

with a 1,000 per cent gain and
watched shares undergo a 28
per cent correction for roughly
the next 18 months.

In late October 2015, the
Priceline Group broke above
my targeted buy price of
US$1,400 to enter growth
stock territory and I am once
again a buyer for some of the
following reasons:

Europe accounts for roughly
half of the Priceline Group’s to-
tal bookings and the travel
market there has gained
strength with the stabilization
of the Euro.

The Priceline Group’s
online travel brands will now
participate in TripAdvisor’s
instant booking platform.
This will give the Priceline
Group an opportunity to gain
an information edge over
Expedia and to test out
TripAdvisor’s platform with

little risk involved.
In October, Amazon.com

abruptly killed Destinations –
the travel site it launched just
last April to challenge the
Priceline Group and Expedia.
With Amazon.com’s exit,
there’s little risk of a new online
travel entrant becoming a seri-
ous threat.

While Airbnb should be con-
sidered a travel industry
disruptor, analysts estimate it
will only generate US$7.5 bn
in bookings and nearly US$1
bn in revenue for fiscal 2015,
well short of the US$51 bn in
estimated bookings for the
Priceline Group and the US$23
bn in estimated bookings for
Expedia.

In September, the Priceline
Group acquired AS Digital – an
Australian restaurant reservation
system provider. The move will
help accelerate OpenTable’s en-

try into the Australian market
plus expand its operations in Ja-
pan and across the Asia Pacific
region.

With that in mind, there are
a couple of other key
takeaways for would-be in-
vestors in the Priceline
Group. For starters, its shares
are not exactly a bargain
given a price-to-earnings (P/
E) ratio at the 32 level and a
price-to-book ratio around
8.50. Then again, growth
stocks are usually more ex-
pensive than non-growth
stocks because they typically
have earnings that are ex-
pected to grow at an
above-average rate relative to
the overall market.

Moreover, the performance
of growth stocks like the
Priceline Group will often take
a break before resuming in an
uptrend during a bull market.

The Priceline Group is also
in the travel business and it’s
an S&P 100 stock, the stock’s
performance should be consid-
ered as an important bellwether
for both the health of the glo-
bal economy and for the overall
stock market.

Does a growth stock like
the Priceline Group fit in your
portfolio?

Don Freeman, BSME is president
of Freeman Capital Management,
a Registered Investment Advisor
with the US Securities Exchange
Commission (SEC), based in
Phuket.  He has over 15 years of
experience working with
expatriates, specializing in
portfolio management, US tax
preparation, financial planning
and UK pension transfers.  Call
for a free portfolio review at  089-
970 5795 or email: freemancapital
@gmail.com.

IKEA opens first Phuket store
THE first IKEA Pick Up &
Order Point in Asia was offi-
cially launched in Phuket on
November 27, providing ser-
vice to Thailand’s southern
provinces.

The newest addition to the
Swedish retailer’s furniture and
home furnishings business, lo-
cated on the bypass road in the
Biz Town estate, aims to cater
to the island’s growing busi-
ness, real estate and tourism
sectors.

“Phuket has enormous
growth potential. It is the cen-
ter of tourism and economy in
the south,” said store manager
Takurng Banjongruk, at the
opening ceremony. “We are
excited to launch in Phuket in
order to reach clientele outside
of Bangkok.

The wide variety of items
offered through the IKEA
website and catalog make it
easy for customers and busi-
nesses to create their own
unique design style, Mr
Takurng added.

Phuket Governor Chamroen

Gov Chamroen expresses support for IKEA. Photo: Sukawin Tanthavanich

Tipayapongtada voiced his sup-
port and appreciation for the
new store’s contribution to
Phuket’s economy and tourism
sector while chairing the event
on November 27.

“Phuket is growing rapidly.
There are several projects un-
derway to help boost the
tourism industry and I think
IKEA will become a significant
part of that,” said Governor
Chamroen.

To shop at the new IKEA

Pick-up & Order Point
customers must:

1. Browse through IKEA’s
website or catalog to create a
shopping list

2. Visit the Pick-up & Order
Point to place an order and se-
lect a pick-up date

3. Pick up the order or, for a
fee, use the delivery service.

Orders will take an average
of five days to arrive, the re-
tailer says.

– Sukawin Tanthavanich

KING Power Group launched
the island’s first ever duty-
free complex in Chalong on
December 1.

The 4.5-billion-baht, 48,000
square meter complex on Chao
Fa West Road is the group’s
fourth addition to their already
successful outlets in Rangnam,
Srivari and Pattaya.

“King Power Phuket has
been opened in order to cater
to the increasing demand [for
luxury shopping experiences]
from tourists, King Power
members and domestic shop-
pers,” said Vichai Srivaddh-
anaprabha, group chairman of

King Power.
The complex houses more

than 100 luxury brands and has
a modern, iconic design that re-
flects the charming traditions of
the South, Mr Vichai added.

– Sukawin Tanthavanich

King Power complex in Chalong.
Photo: King Power PR
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Looking for a place to stay?
See more classified ads at

www.phuketgazette.net

The Ferrari 488 Spider made its Southeast Asia debut in Phuket. Photo: Isaac Stone Simonelli

Revving up island’s Ferrari market

Make marketing a priority

By Isaac Stone Simonelli

THE Ferrari 488 Spider offi-
cially made its debut in Phuket
– its first appearance in South-
east Asia – following the
premiere at the Frankfurt Inter-
national Motor Show in
September.

The 488 is the latest chapter
in Maranello’s ongoing history
of open-top V8 sports cars, a
story that started with the targa-
top version of the 308 GTB –
the immortal 308 GTS – and
which ultimately resulted in the
full convertible Spider archi-
tecture.

The replacement for the
Ferrari 458 was showcased in
‘Blu Corsa’ rather than classic
Ferrari Red at the JW Marriott
Phuket Resort and Spa on Fri-
day. The metallic particles
suspended in the Blu Corsa
paint have an unusual irides-
cent effect that is created by the
two-layer paintwork.

“We are choosing it for
Phuket as we are by the sea.
And it also reflects that free-
dom and lifestyle and leisure
[associated with Ferrari],” Di-
eter Knechtel, Ferrari Far East
managing director, told the
Gazette.

The launch represents
preparation to enter the model
in the five Southeast Asian
markets that Ferrari operates in
late next year.

“Thailand is a great place to

come for Ferrari. We have a
very strong partner here
[Cavallino Motors Co Ltd] that
is very supportive. It’s a mar-
ket that is gaining in
importance. So, for this reason
we wanted to give back a little,”
Mr Knechtel said.

Simon Inglefield, head of
ASEAN – Far East Ferrari, was
also at the launch. He explained
that there were a number of rea-
sons that Phuket was an ideal
location in Thailand to debut
the 488.

“In Bangkok, we found the
traffic to be quite heavy, so why
not come to a beautiful location
like Phuket, which really re-
flects the car: the blue color
with the blue sky you have here
and the scenery,” Mr Inglefield
said. “That’s also why Phuket
was chosen, because of the
roads here. It’s the perfect lo-
cation to test drive the car.”

The Southeast Asian region
has proven to be a very volatile
market for Ferrari, with strong
results in one country, while

another goes through a transi-
tional period. However, the last
five or six years have seen the
Thailand market opening up,
confirmed Mr Knechtel.

“We are very happy with
Thailand. We are, step-by-step,
seeing results in every aspect
of the business. The California
T [model] is working very well
in Thailand. We are confident
about any other model coming
to Thailand, because the struc-
ture [here] is very strong and
the customer base is getting

stronger,” he explained.
“There are not too many

[Ferraris in Phuket], but that is
not a reason to do something
for them. I think if the situation
continues like this, we need to
think about building stronger
structures in Phuket and other
areas within Thailand.”

The popularity of the Ferrari
458 Challenge racing event in
Thailand continues to help boost
the company’s presence in the
Kingdom. Next season will
again see the 458s raced. How-
ever, the 488 is expected to take
the track for the 2017 season,
confirmed Mr Knechtel.

The 488 is the most high-
performance Spider built by the
Prancing Horse and is powered
by the coupé’s 3902cc turbo-
charged V8, which punches out
a maximum of 670 CV with the
variable torque management
system, guaranteeing smooth,
progressive torque delivery in
the higher gears.

The car, with blistering ac-
celeration, 0 to 100 km/h in
three seconds and 0 to 200 km/
h in 8.7 seconds, has a throttle
response time of just 0.8 sec-
onds, which essentially
eliminates the turbo lag typical
of this type of engine.

Though replacement for the
Ferrari V12 range is coming
soon, Mr Knechtel was unable
to confirm or deny whether a
similar turbo solution would be
put in place for the larger engine.

THERE are a couple of funda-
mental truths in business.

Generally speaking, people
are in business to make money,
and to make money you need
customers, because they are the
people with the money.

Yet many business owners
focus on a variety of other ac-
tivities that they believe to be
more important than marketing.

You may have the best prod-
uct in the world, at the best
price, with the best service, but
if no one knows it exists, you
are going to fail.

So shouldn’t your priority be
attracting customers?

Yet, more often than not,
marketing is the area that gets
neglected, and when times are
tough it is the first area where
budgets are cut, or it is avoided
because people are not sure

how to do it.
So here are a couple of key

tips:
– Make marketing a priority.
– Commit a consistent and

substantial budget to market-
ing.

– Learn how to market prop-
erly, or delegate to someone
that can.

– Track your marketing ac-
tivities and always aim to
improve.

– Start slowly and increase
your budget expenditure on
methods that work.

Now you should be working
towards a strategy where every
dollar you spend returns five or
ten times as much.

Simon Wetherell is a social media
expert and lawyer. He trains
businesses and individuals on how
to profit from the social media
industry. For more information: Visit
PhuketOnlineMarketingSchool.com
or call 095-085 3355.
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SHOWING SUPPORT: (From L-R) Poranee Phoungcjit, head of Bangkok Hospital Phuket’s
medical affairs department; Wanna Pongrujikhon, assistant nurse division director at
Bangkok Hospital Phuket; Narongrit Havarungsri, director of Bangkok Hospital Phuket;
and Dr Jessada Jongpaiboon, director of Vachira Phuket Hospital, with staff.

The Miss Noppamas 2015 contest was a big success at the Loy Krathong
Festival on Chalong Pier, hosted by the Phuket Provincial Administrative
Organization (OrBorJor) on November 25.

Phattaramarin Nasawasdhi (middle), Miss Noppamas 2015; Tantawan Nookeaw (left),
second runner-up; and Pattarawadee Noonpakdee (right), Miss People’s Choice.

Sumontha Urvois (left), Grand Mercure Phuket Patong executive assistant manager
welcomes Stefan Kendal Gordy (aka Redfoo) best known as part of the musical duo
LMFAO, and his team to Phuket.

MEETING UP: Mingkwan Metmowlee (left), president of the Association of Thai
Tourism Marketing; Juthaporn Rerngronasa (3rd left), deputy governor for
International Marketing (Europe, Africa, Middle East and America); Srisuda
Wanapinyosak (4th left), deputy governor for International Marketing (Asia and
South Pacific);  Anoma Wongyai (right), director of TAT Phuket Office; Charn
Wongsatayanont (2nd right, back row), managing director of Jet Tour; and Phuket
business representatives.

Luxury Trade Meets
Amazing Thailand

FULL OF FUN: Kanoksak Rotjanarak (2nd left), TSL Auto Phuket’s body paint service
manager; Dumrong Nilrungsri (middle), TSL Auto Cooperation Co Ltd’s product consultant
director; Komson Angkutrothum (2nd right), TSL Auto Cooperation Co Ltd’s marketing
manager; and TSL Auto Phuket staff.

The Tourism Authority of Thailand Phuket Office hosted 40 leading inter-
national travel agents from 10 countries at the Paresa Resort Phuket for
the ‘Amazing Thailand Luxury Trade Meet’ on November 23. Travel agents
from Phuket, Phang Nga and Krabi met with the group to discuss the grow-
ing luxury tourism industry.

Grand Celebration
A team from Bangkok Hospital Phuket made their way to Vachira Phuket Hospi-
tal to congratulate them on the opening of their two new buildings, Chalermprakiat
59 Pansa and Baan Khun Poom, on November 9.

TSL Auto Cooperation Phuket branch invited the media out for snacks and to
display their showroom on November 28.

Snacking up media

Grand Mercure Phuket in Patong recently welcomed Redfoo of LMFAO and
friends to the island.

Grand Mercure welcomes
Redfoo and crew

Lighting up the sky
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(From L-R) Jaruwan Phattarajariyakul, runner;
Anothai Puengrang, biker; and Mujirarat
Phattarajariyakul, swimmer, showing off their awards.

The first IKEA ‘Pick Up & Order Point’ in Asia was officially launched in Phuket
on November 27, providing service to Thailand’s southern provinces.

Craig Smith (left), president and managing director of Asia Pacific Marriott International
with Dato Mark Yeoh, executive director of YTL Hotels.

OPEN FOR BUSINESS: (From L-R) Mike King, retail manager of IKEA Singapore, Malaysia
& Thailand; Patrice Dreano, IKEA store manager at Bangna; Takurng Banjongruk, store
manager of the Pick-up & Order point in Phuket; Phuket Governor Chamroen
Tipayapongtada; Boon Yongsakul, chairman of Boat Development Co Ltd; Chaichan
Leinghirankul, sales manager at IKEA Bangna; and Benjawon Omark, deputy IKEA store
manager, Bangna.

Let’s make a deal
YTL Hotels announced the development of two new management contracts with
Marriott International to develop the Ritz-Carlton, Koh Samui and Ritz-Carlton,
Hokkaido, Japan on November 19.
The two hotels will feature the renowned hallmarks of the Ritz-Carlton with
distinguished, personalized services and refined, luxurious accommodation for
all travellers.

The Phuket Gazette is happy
to congratulate their team on
winning 3rd place in the
Women’s Team Relay and
24th place overall at the
Laguna Phuket Triathlon
2015 on November 22.

Gazette team
races to the
finish line

Pick up and order with IKEA
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December 5-12. Phuket
King’s Cup Regatta 2015

One of the standout interna-
tional sporting events in the
Asia region, the 29th Phuket
King's Cup Regatta Under
Royal Patronage prepares to set
sail.

The event will once again
swell Phuket visitor numbers
and make a large contribution
to overall Thai tourism perfor-
mance.

The Phuket King's Cup Re-
gatta 2015 will be held at Kata
Beach Resort and Spa Phuket
from December 5-12 and will
host international racing
classes across which over 150
boats and 1,500 sailors will
compete for one of sailing’s
most prestigious trophies, be-
stowed by His Majesty the
King of Thailand.

For more information email
Veerawan Saejao at
veerawan.s@vivaldipr.com or
call 085-000 1476.

December 9, 5:30pm -
7:30pm. ‘A Family Christ-
mas’ At Angsana

Get into the holiday spirit at
the American Chamber of
Commerce (AMCHAM) 'A
Family Christmas' event at
Angsana.

Bring the whole family

down to the Angsana Ballroom
to enjoy the Music Corner and
the Art and Craft Corner, where
there will be face painting, as
well as the chance to make
bookmarks, cookies and even
Christmas cards.

The best part, of course, will
be that Santa Clause himself
will be in attendance.

Entrance fee for the little
ones (2–12 years old) is just 100
baht. So don't be a Grinch, and
join in the fun at Angsana.

December 5. HM King
Bhumibol Adulyadej’s
Birthday

HM The King’s birthday is
also marked as Father’s Day
in Thailand, with festivities
taking place throughout the
country.

December 10. Constitution Day
This day commemorates

the promulgation of Thailand’s
first constitution by HM King
Prajadhipok (Rama VII) in
1932. Parades and fireworks
take place throughout the
country.

December 16-18. The Asia
Pacific Superyacht Rendez-
vous 2015

The Asia Pacific Superyacht
Rendezvous invites luxury
yachts over 100ft, their owners,
guests and VIPs for 3 days of
unforgettable fun.

This is an exclusive invita-
tion-only event that celebrates
luxury yachting.

Tri-champ returns to form at Challenge

Catch all the excitement of the race on the Phuket Today show this week. Photos: Laguna Phuket PR

A FIELD of over 600 indi-
vidual pro and age group ath-
letes representing 41 nationali-
ties, crowded Laguna Phuket
this weekend to participate in
the 2015 Challenge Laguna
Phuket triathlon.

Switzerland’s Ruedi Wild
successfully defended his 2014
title in 3:54:45 (swim 21:29,
bike 2:12:17, run 1:18:21),
breaking his own record of
4:02:43, despite being out of
action for the past few months
due to injury.

Belgium’s Bart Aernouts,
making his Phuket debut, fin-
ished in second just under a
minute behind Mr Wild, with a
time of 3:55:41, followed by
Italy’s Alberto Casadei, who
came in at 3:58:22.

In the women’s field, Swiss
pro Simone Braendli took
home the win, finishing in
4:22:42 (swim 23:37, bike
2:33:50, run 1:22:22).

Following Ms Braendli in
second and third were Jodie

Swallow of Great Britain with
a time of 4:23:25 and Laguna
Phuket Triathlon triple winner
Radka Vodickova of the Czech
Republic with a 4:30:50 finish-
ing time.

“It was a tough competition

today. We were racing in such
a strong field of pros,” said Mr
Wild after the race. “I am very
happy coming back here again
and defending my title at my
favorite race of the season. I
want to thank all the people

who support me throughout the
year.”

Meanwhile, Ms Braendli
overcame a huge challenge
while on the course.

“On the run course, I fol-
lowed Jodie Swallow by seven

minutes and it was not easy to
catch up. I never thought I can
win here,” she said. “But I be-
lieve that pain is temporary,
glory is forever, so I just
sprinted until the end.”

– Phuket Gazette

Ruedi Wild wins the Challenge.
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Father’s Day
MILLIONS of people will hold
up lit candles in unison on De-
cember 5 in honor of HM King
Bhumibol Adulyadej’s 88th

birthday.
Regarded as The Father of

the Nation, HM The King’s
birthday is also celebrated as
Father’s Day throughout the
Kingdom.

HM The King was born on
December 5, 1927 at Mount Au-
burn Hospital in Cambridge,
Massachusetts, in the United
States, to HRH Prince Mahidol
Adulyadej (the Prince Father)
and HRH Princess Srinagarindra
(the Princess Mother).

Taking the throne in 1946,
His Majesty is the world’s long-
est-serving current head of state
and the longest-reigning mon-
arch in Thai history.

An accomplished musician,
His Majesty has written 49
compositions, including
marches, waltzes and Thai pa-
triotic songs, and plays the
saxophone, clarinet, trumpet,
guitar and piano.

In 1967 HM The King won
a gold medal for sailing in the

Fourth Southeast Asian Penin-
sular (SEAP) Games, together
with HRH Princess Ubol
Ratana Rajakanya, whom he
tied for points.

Father to one son, HRH
Crown Prince Maha
Vajiralongkorn, and three
daughters – HRH Princess
Ubol Ratana Rajakanya, HRH
Princess Maha Chakri
Sirindhorn and HRH
Princess Chulabhorn
Valayalaksana – HM
The King is also
grandfather to 12
grandchildren.

Phuket will hold a
Father ’s Day cer-
emony at Saphan Hin
at 4:30pm, where the
evening’s itinerary  in-
cludes homage-paying
ceremonies and stage perfor-
mances, followed by a
candlelight ceremony led by
Phuket Governor Chamroen
Tipayapongtada at 7:09pm.

Happy Father’s Day to all
and Soang Phra Charoen –
Long Live the King.

– Phuket Gazette



16 PHUKET GAZETTE December 5 - 11, 2015

Cancer survivor Rudy Pospisil has just finished riding solo through
Australia and New Zealand to raise funds for cancer research.

Cycling to fight against cancer
LAST year, as I was grinding
out the kilometers from
Bangkok to Phuket with
the Siam Bike Tours eight-day
group trip, I was inspired by the
robust figure of Rudy Pospisil,
a Canadian firefighter and can-
cer survivor who was also cy-
cling this trip as a small part of
his around-the-world epic
ride to raise funds for cancer
research.

I started doing research into
the scientific understanding on
the ways in which cycling can
play a role in the defence
against various types of can-
cers, and the findings were
startling to say the least.

Many people exercise to pre-
vent heart disease, but exercise
can also play a key role in pre-
venting cancer, and research
has clearly revealed that
most cancers are caused by
lifestyle factors, rather than by
genetics.

It turns out that exercise,

such as regular cycling, is one
of the most important actions
you can take to help guard
against many types of cancer.
Up to one-third of cancer re-
lated deaths are due to obesity
and sedentary lifestyles, includ-
ing two of the most common
cancers in the world, namely
breast and colon cancer.

More than two dozen stud-
ies have shown that women
who exercise have a 30 to 40
per cent lower risk of breast
cancer than their sedentary
peers.

The female hormone estro-
gen seems to play a key role.
Women with high estrogen lev-
els in their blood have
an increased risk of breast can-
cer. Since exercise lowers
blood estrogen, it helps lower
women’s risk of breast-cancer.
Exercise also reduces levels of
other cancer stimulating factors
such as insulin.

Cycling can also play a dra-
matic role in preventing cancer
of the colon and
rectum. Encouragingly, more
than three dozen studies now
show that regular exercisers

reduce their risk of colon can-
cer by 20 per cent or more
compared to sedentary people
and the benefits are seen in
both men and women, although
the effect is greater in
men.                       

Changes in digestive acids
and other substances also oc-

cur with exercise, and these
changes are believed to provide
some protection from colon
cancer. Decreases in body fat,
insulin and other growth factors
also may contribute to exercis-
ers’ lower risk of colon cancer.

 According to the United
States national activity guide-

lines, a good target to set for
defence against cancers is to
moderately exercise for at least
45 minutes a day, at least five
days a week, although the ben-
efits increase if you exercise for
over an hour on each occasion.

You can see in Phuket
how regular cycling can easily
fit this prescribed amount of
activity. Cycling on the
island for an hour a day is best
achieved in the early morning,
when traffic is light and the
temperature is yet to climb.

While cycling always has to
be practiced with all due cau-
tion in Phuket, we have the
wonderful opportunity of com-
bining our rides with an
invigorating ocean swim at the
end, which does wonders for
both your physical and mental
well-being.

Rudy Pospisil has just fin-
ished riding solo through both
Australia and New Zealand on
his around-the-world epic ride,
which is a powerful testament
to the power of cycling as an
aid in defeating the scourge of
cancer.

A true inspiration to us all.

LOCAL cyclist Daniel Amby
celebrated his victory in the
‘Tour of Wiengsa Crown
Prince Hospital’ bike race,
held in Surat Thani on Novem-
ber 22.

On a rolling, 85-kilometer
course, Daniel was able to
break away early with Pichet
Puengrang, recent winner of
the Thanyapura Classic, and
another cyclist. They created a
gap of three minutes, but then
Daniel was able to escape alone
and increase the gap to six min-
utes on a chase group of 30
riders.

Daniel eventually won with
a margin of more than three
minutes.

Competing in her second
bike race, Daniel’s daughter
Ebba Amby won the junior di-
vision race, riding for the
Thanyapura Junior develop-
ment team.

At the awards ceremony,
Daniel was presented with a
trophy by Suthep Thaugsuban,
former deputy prime minister
and self-appointed secretary-
general of the People's
Democratic Reform Commit-
tee.

“It was a great feeling com-

ing in alone after 35 kilome-
ters,” Daniel said. “A big
thanks to my family, team mate
and to my coach Nick Gates
for your support. And also to
my sponsors: Fourteen Cycles,
Rotor Thailand, Kask Thai-
land, Swans Eyewear, Revv
Energy, Compressport Thai-
land, Bont Shoes Thailand,
Thanyapura Sports and Lei-
sure Club and Jakina
Customized.”

– Jonathan Fowler

Rolling victory

Daniel Amby claimed victory in the
‘Tour of Wiengsa Crown Prince
Hospital’ bike race, against 30
other cyclists.

THUMBING through the pho-
tos of Thai-American Amanda
Carr on her personal website
and social networks, any
stranger to her accomplishments
might get the impression that
she’s a one-woman Spice Girls.

All that’s important to know
is that Amanda won the gold
medal for Thailand in the BMX
bike event at the 17th Asian
Games in South Korea just over
a year ago.

But her Instagram and
Facebook feeds provide quite a
charming revelation, even for
admirers of her extreme-cycling
abilities. We’re used to seeing
pictures of Amanda in full-metal
riding gear on the track – com-
plete with a sleek helmet that
wouldn’t look out of place in a
Star Wars movie, presumably
working on those thigh muscles.

But here she is – in a photo
toting more than 20,000 ‘likes’
and a thousand-plus shares – in
farmer garb, harvesting rice.

Well, we did know that half
of her roots are in the great
Northeast – she ‘speaks Isaan’
fluently. Her mom’s from Udon
Thani, her father is a lawyer and
US Air Force retiree and Amanda
Mildred Carr was actually born
and raised in the United States.

But she has that Udon taste for
spicy food, along with the
friendly smile and gentle man-
ners typical of the region.

All these traits combined to
make Amanda the ‘most talked-
about sportswoman’ earlier this
year on Mthai, the news portal
that gets 780,000 views per day.

A BMX enthusiast since age
five, she graduated from high
school with 17 varsity letters,
more than anyone else had ever
accomplished in four years, in-
cluding letters in weight lifting,
soccer, track-and-field, cross-
country running, tennis, golf
and softball. Somehow her
two-wheeled ambitions still
prevailed and, after training

under USA Cycling for several
years, Amanda decided to com-
pete for Thailand in BMX.

For the moment, though, the
biking body armor, helmet and
knee pads have been set aside
in favor of the most advanced
uniform ever conceived for
picking rice under the blazing
Isaan sun – long-sleeved check
shirt, sun hat and face covering.
Amanda lets the hanky-mask
flutter aside to beam at the cam-
era under a hat that’s giddy with
cartoon characters.

She looks like she’s having
the time of her life helping the
family harvest golden ears of
rice in Nong Mek.

– The Nation

BMX champ happy in Nong Mek

BMX champ Amanda Carr in her family’s rice field. Photo: The Nation
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Weight loss, without the pain
AH, CHEAT meals! You
know what I am talking
about? Pizza, ice-cream, pop-
corn, chocolate – not good for
the body in the short term, but
they can help your psychol-
ogy and motivate you to stay
on track in the long term. We
all need a break from routine
and being strict. I often say
what you resist persists, but
instead of ‘giving in’ to an
urge, a more powerful choice
is deciding guilt-free to in-
dulge occasionally.

Like many things when it
comes to diets, whether you
would like to maximize fat
loss or increase muscle
growth, there are a lot of dif-
ferent opinions about these
cheat meals.

Some experts say that even
small changes from your diet
plan will prevent you from
reaching your goals and there-
fore suggest strict obedience to
their programs.

Others belittle the entire
concept of cheating, and
claim that as long as you stick
to eating the right kind of
foods, you don’t have to pay
much attention to your over-
all intake.

In my opinion, both of these

directions are wrong.
You can enjoy regular cheat

meals, but you need to find the
best way to do so.

Success with most things,
including diet, comes from
consistency and not from
seeking perfection. The ideal
diet is the diet that gets you
results – like losing fat, build-
ing muscle, moving you

towards more optimal health,
and also suits your personal-
ity and lifestyle.

Food serves many purposes
today, including:

1. Nourishment
2. Experiencing joy in its taste
3. Enhancing social occasions
Nourishment should ideally

make up the large part and life
is meant to be enjoyed and not

lived alone in a cave. Sharing
a great meal with a glass of
wine and then a dessert with
friends and family is one of
life’s pleasures.

However, as I have seen on
countless occasions, the cheat
meal can quickly turn from
being an empowering choice,
to a guilt-filled bad food fest
when we go too far. So here

are my rules for those indul-
gences:

1. Do not use cheat meals
to help deal with negative
emotions (like frustration, an-
ger, pain), as emotional eating
can lead to a dangerous addic-
tion.

2. Always indulge in good
company – never alone.

3. Eat until satisfied, and
then stop – you stay in con-
trol.

4. Enjoy it slowly and sa-
vor every bite.

5. Avoid foods to which
you are intolerant – gluten, for
example.

6. Try to substitute better
options unless it doesn’t feel
like a cheat anymore – e.g. go
dark chocolate (still  has
sugar) versus white, or
sweeten your whipped cream
with Stevia instead of white
sugar.

7. Don’t cheat more than
20 per cent of the meals –
many wanting weight loss
can’t go beyond 10 per cent
however.

8. Keep your house clean –
don’t leave tempting sweets
and foods in your cupboards.

Craig Burton is a Certified Sports
Nutritionist (CISSN) with a
Bachelor of Science Degree
(Sports Science) and a National
Academy of Sports Medicine
(PES) certification.

Indulging yourself once in a while will motivate you to stay on track in the long term. Photo: [puamelia]
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It is hard to deny the drawl of the lush forests in Krabi. Photo: Evo Flash

The need to invest in our trees

Look to detached housing as
condominium market falters

THE recent decision by
Rawai’s mayor to uproot 27 ca-
suarina trees next to Nai Harn
Beach caused such an outcry
that the project had to be sus-
pended and the project to build
a Hollywood style movie mu-
seum, at least for the time-be-
ing, put on hold.

This disturbing and short-
sighted initiative is symptomatic
of Phuket’s disregard for one of
its most precious heritages – its
trees. Years ago, the specimens
along the central reservation and
verges of  the airport road were
grubbed up by backhoes.
Mostly mature crape myrtles
with leafy canopies and gor-
geous pink blossom, they were
in part replaced by gaunt sugar
palms, trees which offered no
shade, little oxygen renewal and
left a sticky deposit on
windscreens.

Unused to the contaminated
air of the freeway, many upped
and died. At the time of their
deracination, I voiced my con-
cern in this newspaper. The
action incurred the wrath of a
governor who summoned the
Gazette’s senior staff to his of-
fice and insisted that I was
sacked forthwith.

Things may be a bit better

now, but they are not good
enough. In the last two years, I
have witnessed the removal of
at least one priceless rosewood
and any number of huge tama-
rind trees in the name of
‘development’. In London
there were large plane trees in
my Highgate garden, which
were the subject of strictly
maintained preservation orders.
Here, there is apparently no
such thing, not even a simple
initiative of the kind that exists
in poverty-stricken Haiti where
one donated dollar plants a new
tree.

Instead, we have an island
where the woodland consists
either of secondary growth,
from which all the valuable
trees have gone, or of monoc-
ultures, such as rubber or palm
oil plantations. Commercially
valuable but ecologically ster-
ile. In fairness, there have been
sporadic plantings of man-
groves to replace a tiny fraction
of those destroyed by building
and beach encroachment, but
these are frankly – if you’ll
pardon the pun – a drop in the
ocean.

Consider this: three rai of

trees can absorb six tons of car-
bon dioxide (CO2) over a year
and, even better, replenishes
our atmosphere with four tons
of oxygen. Enough annual life-
enhancing O2 for 18 people.
Trees also rid the air of pollut-
ant gases, such as sulfur
dioxide, ozone, ammonia, and
worst of all, toxic carbon mon-
oxide – the gas that probably
did for the Thepkrasattri sugar
palms.

Equally important, trees re-
duce run-off by absorbing
rainfall through leaves and
through roots, which act as a

sponge. This process of absorp-
tion in turn prevents storm
water from carrying pollutants
to rivers, and ultimately, to the
Andaman Sea. Trees prevent
soil erosion – many recent land-
slides around the world could
have been averted by the pres-
ervation of indigenous forests.
And it goes without saying that
trees are key providers of food
for living creatures from birds
to humans.

Why is the temperature in
Phuket Town degrees higher
than the rest of the island? Be-
cause it is almost totally devoid
of trees. They would not only
provide oases of shade, but
would enhance the city’s fad-
ing aesthetic appeal. Future
landslides on Patong’s denuded
hillsides? You bet.

Look at Singapore, a simi-
lar sized island with many
times the population of Phuket,
its main avenues are flanked by
carefully nurtured – yes, you’ve
got it – trees.

Come on Phuket officialdom.
Instead of chopping them down,
try planting them.

If you have gardening or
environmental  concerns, contact
Patrick at drpaccampbell@gmail.
com. Many of his creative and
academic publications can be
found at his website: Green
galoshes Wordpress.

SOME property firms will fo-
cus on detached housing and
townhouse projects next year
amid signs of an oversupply of
condominiums.

Supalai plans to launch 20
such projects worth up to 20
billion baht next year.

In the first nine months of
this year, the company recorded
8bn baht in pre-sales of de-
tached houses and townhouses,
with a target of 10bn baht for
the full year.

Supalai launched 19 de-
tached housing and townhouse
projects worth 18.16bn baht
this year, Deputy Managing
Director Tritecha
Thangmatitham said.

Areeya Property, meanwhile,
has set aside an investment bud-
get of 2bn baht to buy land for
detached housing and town

house developments next year.
The move follows it seeing
strong demand in this market
segment, the company’s chair-
man, chief executive officer and
managing director Wisit
Laohapoonrungsee said.

Mr Tritecha said that de-
mand for detached houses and

townhouses enjoyed stable
growth of 5 – 10 per cent a year,
as the demand in the market
segment is from those who ac-
tually want to live in the homes,
as opposed to speculators or
investors in the condominium
segment.

– The Nation

Thailand’s condominium market is struggling. Photo: Daveiam
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Renovations for market shift

The jacuzzi villas were upgraded to pool villas. Photo: Banyan Tree PR

By Isaac Stone Simonelli

AFTER more than two decades
as a dominant player in the
luxury hotel market on the is-
land, the Banyan Tree Phuket
finally became an ‘all pool
villa’ resort, as it completed its
most recent renovations in
November.

“With a lot of new resorts
coming online, it has become
almost imperative to get our
resort up to where we would
like it to be… because at the
end of the day you are always
going to see a lot of new hotels
coming up,” Sriram Kailasam,
general manager of the Banyan
Tree Phuket, told the Gazette.
“I think Banyan Tree Phuket
has been able to maintain its
niche because of the quality of
service we provide and the in-
novation that’s there, whether
it’s in the lobby, the arrival ex-
perience or turndown
experience inside the villa.”

The redesign of 34 of the
resort’s original jacuzzi villas
into pool villas took into account
the shifting arrival patterns and
demographics in Phuket.

“The country of residence
for many of our guests in the

old days used to be very Euro-
centric, but not anymore. We
are noticing that change affect-
ing every part of our operations
and you can’t run away from
the fact that the year-on-year
increase of Chinese arrivals has
definitely been an advantage to
every hotel on the island,” Mr
Kailasam said. “But besides
that, the European-centric high
season has somehow dimin-
ished and is becoming very
much a mix of short-haul mar-
kets, as well as long-haul
markets.”

Chinese travellers visiting
luxury locations on the island,
such as the Banyan Tree, often
arrive with extended family, Mr
Kailasam pointed out. To bet-
ter cater to the growing
dominance of the Chinese mar-
ket and their needs, the new
pool villas were designed to
naturally provide additional
sleeping room.

“They always have a third
person, so in the design of our
new villas we’ve incorporated
a day bed, which essentially
takes away the need to put in a
roll-away bed or mattress, which
destroys the look and feel of the
villa,” Mr Kailasam said.

“Plus, of course, changing
the jacuzzi to a pool gives the
pool-villa experience at a dif-
ferent price point.”

Finished right on time as
booking numbers started to
pick up in late November, the
renovations/refurbishments
went beyond the jacuzzi villas
to public areas and in-house
restaurants.

Though Banyan Treee’s
signature restaurant ‘Saffron’
was changed to have an open
kitchen, the most dramatic
change was made at the ‘Wa-
ter Court’, which provides
both indoor and alfresco seat-
ing. Like the villa upgrades,
the Water Court was designed
to cater to adjustments in the
Phuket source markets.

“With our occupancy levels
going up, our capacity for cer-
tain meal periods, like breakfast,
was getting a little too much,”
Mr Kailasam confessed.

“The main thing is that the
breakfast experience at the
Banyan Tree Phuket has always
been very, very special, so we
wanted to really enhance that
with this new location. Right
alongside the lagoon, it’s a
stunning location. We are very,
very happy with the results of
the renovation.”

The extra space created at
the restaurant allows the resort
to build on it’s already strong
Asian breakfast presence, yet
another appeal to the increas-
ingly important short-haul
markets.

“We are still one of those
properties which maintains its
attraction, and we have a lot of
repeat guests because they like
what they see. They like what
they experience,” Mr Kailasam
said. “At the same time, it’s
important for us to continue to
maintain that freshness, that
innovation in service delivery
of our product. That’s why
we’ve sustained 20 plus years
of being on the island.”
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P R O P E R T Y  F O R  S A L E

LAND FOR SALE IN
PHUKET - SAKOO

1 to 5 rai, Chanote title, 10 min-
utes south of the airport. Fixed
price: 2.9 million baht per rai. Tel:
087-076 6016. Email:
kanchanajit09@gmail.com

HOUSE + 2 APARTMENTS
Sea-view house with 2 apart-
ments on Andaman Mountain,
Patong. Large 240sqm house
with 3 double bedrooms & 3 en-
suites. Huge sea-view lounge;
luxury fitted kitchen; cloak room
& toilet; aircon & fans through-
out; hot & cold water; three
phase power; double garage.
Approx land area 565sqm. In-
cludes 2 self contained sea-
view studio apartments; all 4
floors with sea-view balconies.
Price: 16 million baht. Owner's
phone number: +44-7885-488
091,  +44-012-0291 1883. Email:
craneprop@hotmail.co.uk

KARON POOL VILLA
This very beautiful modern villa
has it all; sparkling salt-water
pool, 3 huge bedrooms, 4 bath-
rooms, maid quarters. Fully fur-
nished, secure estate, close to
the beach. G4S alarm system.
Relax and enjoy all the hard
work that has been done. A must
see. 12.5 million baht. Tel: 085-
237 1366 (English), 081-719
4688. Email: elbej@hotmail.
com

SUN PROTECTION
FILMS

For your house or condo.
More information: www.
traegerbia.com. Email: info
@traegerbia.com

BUILDING
PRODUCTS &

SERVICES

PROPERTY
WANTED

PROJECT
MANAGEMENT

SERVICE
Guarantee to save you cost,
time and quality assured.
Low fees. Tel: 089-647 5001.
Please visit our website at
www.smarthomes-thailand.
com

PROPERTY SERVICES

PROPERTY & RENTAL
MANAGEMENT

CJP, compliance issues &
property management ser-
vices. Kata, Karon, Nai
Harn.  Please send email to
development@AssetMa
nagementSolutionsPhuket.
com

WANT TO BUY
HOUSE / VILLA / LAND

To build on, prefer Rawai
Beach, Nai Harn area. Free-
hold Chanote only. Cash
buyer, prompt settlement.
Tel: 087-278 5037 (English),
089-989 4692 (Thai).

KAMALA HOTEL ROOM
LEASEHOLD

15 years left, 5 minutes to beach,
29sqm, 2 pools, jacuzzi. 450,000
baht O.B.O. Tel: 084-716 0502.

BEST VIEW AND AREA
IN PATONG

Condo for sale: Enviroment is
very quiet, lovely houses, no traf-
fic, cul-de-sac and a lots of
greenary, enjoy walking, 5 min-
utes drive to central Patong,
73sqm, 4 years built. So far no
one has lived in this condo. All
new interior. Very low manage-
ment fee, just 8.5 million baht.
Freehold. Tel: 081-107 4036.

2-STOREY
SINGLE HOUSE

FOR SALE

Burasiri Village. Koh Kaew.
Next to BIS. 3 bedrooms
(master bedroom with en-
suite and walk-in closet), 3
bathrooms. Fully furnished,
4 aircons, kitchen with se-
parate pantry. Parking for 2
cars. Communal swimming
pool, garden and fitness.

For sale: 6.6 million baht or
sell down payment: 400,000
baht. Long-term rent:45,000
baht monthly, 520,000 baht
yearly.

Tel: 089-840 5290 (Thai),
094-579 5666 (Thai / Eng.)

BEACHFRONT
POOL VILLA

Chalong Bay, 3 bedrooms for
sale/rent. Contact Siriporn.
Tel: 089-649 9939. Email:
siri_phuket@changrunner.
com

3 RAI IN PATONG
For sale. Near Simon Cabaret.
Chanote title. Ideal for hotels and
condos. Tel: 089-724 1505.

OCEANFRONT VILLA
FOR SALE

Brand new, fully furnished, 3-
4 bedrooms, 5 bathrooms,
10m infinity swimming pool,
beautiful view. Only 19.5 mil-
lion baht. Guaranteed rental
8% per year. Tel: 081-343
0777. Email: montha_phu
ket@yahoo.com

CONDO SITE
FOR SALE

An exciting opportunity to
buy a partly finished sea-
view condo block in Patong,
that includes all approved
plans for 2-bedroom apart-
ments. Currently two floors
of four are finished. Land
area: 1,160sqm. Price: 14
million baht. For more infor-
mation, please call or send
email. Tel: +44-012-0291
1883, +44-7885-488 091.
Email: craneprop@hotmail.
co.uk
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P R O P E R T Y  F O R  R E N T

ACCOMMODATION
AVAILABLE

P R O P E R T Y  F O R  S A L E

QUICK SALE
TOWNHOUSE

140sqm. Close to Central.
Quiet, safe, furnished, garage.
Tel: 081-719 7015. Email: jas
sarabee@gmail.com

POOL VILLA  RAWAI
3-bedroom and 2-bathroom
guesthouse, 1000sqm, mature
garden, Chanote. Price: 14 mil-
lion baht by owner. For more in-
formation, please call 085-796
5771. Email: ornen29@hotmail.
com

SEA VIEW CONDO IN
PATONG BEACH

Sea view condo Patong beach,
1 to 2 bedrooms, fully furnished
10 units available for sale/rent
on daily/monthly/yearly basis.
Reasonable price. Tel: 081-797
7199, 086-683 0786. Email: high
stylecondominium@gmail.com

B.L. APARTMENT
At Kathu, 1 bedroom, 1 living
room, aircon, cable TV, ADSL,
hot shower, garden and car
park. Rent: 7,000 baht per
month. Tel: 081-692 3163.

3-BEDROOM
3-BATHROOM
PENTHOUSE

Kathu. Villa for rent. On top of a
private hill, overlooking Loch
Palm golf course and lake view.
Big pool, security, quiet, new fur-
niture, maid, high speed WiFi.
65,000 baht / month, 2 months
minimum. Tel: 087-269 8492.

2-STOREY HOUSE
NEAR BANGTAO BEACH

3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, fully
furnished, short or long term,
starts from 13,000 baht. Tel:
090-924 5838. Email: vicky_grc
@hotmail.com

ANDAMAN BEACH
SUITE

Spectacular modern sea-
view Condo. Great location
in Patong. This 127sqm,
12th floor apartment is newly
renovated with 2 bedrooms,
2 bathrooms, 3 balconies, a
spacious living/dining room
and has everything you need
for comfortable living. Close
to shops, the beach (2-
minute walk), access to
swimming pool and other fa-
cilities. Excellent rental po-
tential with good manage-
ment for owners and hotel
service by the Condo. Price:
23.3 million baht. Please
contact for more informa-
tion. Tel: 076-341879. Email:
estherandi@gmail.com

OCEANFRONT LAND

3.5 rai with 90 meters of wa-
ter frontage, opposite Yacht
Haven Marina (800 meters
away) on the Phang Nga
side. Public road, electricity,
water supply and ready to
build. For sale direct from
owner, only 19.5 million
baht. Tel: 081-343 0777.
Email: montha_phuket@
yahoo.com

LUXURY POOL VILLA
RAWAI

Luxury 4-bedroom/bath-
room pool villa on large land
plot in Rawai/Nai Harn.
800sqm of land with 260sqm
indoor area and 70sqm
pool. Plus large Sala with
wet bar and 2 car parks.
Freehold. Chanote Title.
Asking price: 11.8 million
baht. Tel: 087-267 1282 (En-
glish). Email: keowee15@
gmail.com

RESTAURANT LEASE
IN PATONG

For sale on lease. Well-es-
tablished restaurant with
three-year lease with an op-
tion to extend. In Patong op-
posite Simon Cabaret. Res-
taurant holds 65 customers
with space more than 20
tables and 8 bedrooms,
which gives you the option to
refurbish. For more informa-
tion, please call Chakorn.
Tel: 080-538 7114. (English
& Thai) or send email to
neck _love_hitz@hotmail.
com Visit our facebook page
at www.facebook.com/pag
es/PLEK-Restaurant-No2-
Patong/167349476735066
?fref=ts

2-BEDROOM
BEACHFRONT CONDO

RAWAI

Reduced price for quick
sale, owner relocated out-
side Asia. 2 en-suite bed-
rooms, living/dining area and
huge terrace, 180sqm, 5-
star club facilities with pool,
gym, restaurant and bar.
Ground floor unit with direct
access to the pool. Fully fur-
nished, addtional storage
outside. For more informa-
tion, please call or send
email. Tel: +1-312-662 29
61, +1-312-647 9717 (En-
glish). Email: laura@tilahold
ings.com

KATA VIEW
APARTMENT

1 & 2 bedrooms for long
term, Western kitchen and
bathroom. 100-120sqm.
Quiet area. 20,000 baht per
month. Tel: 084-840 1262.
Email: gordy240@hotmail.
com

PATONG LUXURY APT.
Paradise Hotel Complex. 150m
to beach, large 1 bedroom,
kitchen, light, airy. Tel: 086-276
7608.

1-BED BUNGALOW RAWAI
50sqm, big terrace, kitchen,
aircon, WiFi, fully furnished.
9,000 baht/month. Email: brico
thailand@hotmail.com

TOWNHOUSE
SUPALAI CITY HILL

For sale (2.8 million baht) or
rent (12,000 baht/month) in
Supalai City Hill Estate,
Phuket Town. 3 bedrooms,
2 bathrooms, quiet, conve-
nient location, furnished, full
kitchen, decor, garden, car
park, 2 aircons. Available
from Nov 2015. Tel: 089-874
0061, 086-291 4115. Email:
stephenfein@gmail.com

7,000 BAHT / MONTH
Attached house, 2 bedrooms,
big garden on sea canal, near
Boat Lagoon. Tel: 081-892 4311.

COZY HOUSE TO RENT
PATONG

Area of Baan Suan Kamnan, left
side of Patong Bay on the hill. 2
bedrooms, 2 bathrooms. Quiet,
green area. Must be seen. Long
term preferred. Tel: 086-195
6975, 090-474 6192. Email:
cortlandtwood@hotmail.com

NAI YANG HOUSE
FOR RENT

Quiet, modern, furnished 2 bed-
rooms, 2 bathrooms, kitchen,
aircon, internet, TV, 700m from
Nai Yang Beach. From 15,000
baht/month (long term). Tel:
092-431 5962, 092-431 5962
(English & Thai). Email: slarti@
onthenet.com.au

THE BEST BEAUTIFUL
POOL VILLA

Directly on the clean sea in
Rawai for rent quickly.
150sqm, 2 bedrooms, 2
bathrooms, 1 living room, 1
store, 1 garage, fully fur-
nished. 40,000 baht/month.
When you see, you will rent
it soon. Please call Roberto.
Tel: 084-902 4256, 080-146
1393. Email: vespajai@hot
mail.com

PHUKET
COUNTRY CLUB

Luxury condo, 260sqm,
fully furnished, fitted, pool,
parking. Located on 15 fair-
ways. Long term: 50,000
baht/month. Tel: 084-840
1262. Email: gordy240@
hotmail.com
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BUSINESS PRODUCTS & SERVICES

BULLETINS

BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

GRILLED KEBAB SHOP
FOR SALE

In the heart of Patong. Best loca-
tion. Rent paid until April 2016.
Tel: 081-088 1451.

G E N E R A L  C L A S S I F I E D S

STINGLESS BEES
Stingless bees are mistaken for
bugs as they are only 5mm. I can
house or relocate "Conserve
bees". Nai Harn. Tel: 084-843
9868 (English). Email: philvidal
888@gmail.com

INVESTOR NEEDED
TECH IP

We are professional image
processing engineers. We
have clients in retail / secu-
rity such as TESCO and still
negotiating with INTEL. We
need investor to expand our
business. Interested, please
contact Korn. Bangkok. Tel:
093-539 6665. Email: krisd
phil@gmail.com, http://
visualsense.co

R E C R U I T M E N T

PETS

PHUKET COUNTRY CLUB
Membership for sale: 420,000
baht + shared transfer fee. Tel:
091-647 6216 (English). Email:
jm.conasiam@gmail.com

CLUB
MEMBERSHIP

AVAILABLE

BLUE CANYON
MEMBERSHIP

Blue Canyon family club mem-
bership for sale 900,000 baht.
Tel: 084-837 7249. Email: giet
zelt@gmail.com

BLUE CANYON
Selling Blue Canyon member-
ship. Owner will be in Phuket on
November 7-23. 850,000 baht.
Sweden. Tel: +46-070-871 0172
(English). Email: leifhenr@bred
band.net

COMPUTER TUTOR
NEEDED

Private Karon house. Part time, 2
days a week. Tel: 083-250 1966.

PERSONAL
SERVICES
WANTED

BLUE CANYON GOLF
MEMBERSHIP

Blue Canyon family golf mem-
bership for sale. 650,000 baht +
transfer fee. Phuket. Tel: 081-
271 7701 (English). Email: he
malegdr@hotmail.com

BANGLA BAR
FRONTS FOR LEASE

For lease bars of second row,
on Bangla Road. Patong
Beach. 2 unit available fur-
nished, equipped and ready
to run. 1) Key money 24
months left: 2.8 million baht
O.B.O. Rent: 65,000 baht. 2)
Key money 24 months left:
1.9 million baht O.B.O. Rent:
45,000 baht. Close to Seduc-
tion Club, Tiger Disco &
Illuzion. Tel: 080-538 4735
(English & Thai). Email:
momo_f@hotmail.com

WORK FROM HOME
Want a home-based job? Phu-
ket. Tel: 086-952 7605. Email:
charllzalexs@yahoo.com Visit
our website at http://money
source-info.weebly.com/

PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT MGR.

Phuket's leading real estate
agency is looking for an experi-
enced property management
manager who will oversee all our
properties and deliver property
management to our existing cli-
ents. You will be responsible for
the entire department. High earn-
ings and benefits are expected
for the right candidate. Experi-
ence in property management is
required. Both foreign and Thai
nationals are welcome to apply.
Tel: 076-341045, 081-459 0152.
Please send your resume to
info@propertyinphuket.com,
www.propertyinphuket.com

FRONT OFFICE
MANAGER

Hotel experience, reliable, Thai
national, female. full time. Starts
23,000+ baht. Patong Beach.
For more information, please
call 085-694 6463 (English &
Thai). Send CV to solitude001
@aol.com

VILLA MANAGER
Professional villa manager
needed in Cherng Talay. Good
English skills, service skills and
previous experience as villa
manager needed. Salary: 39,000
baht per month. Tel: +1-0165-
546541. Email: charlie.lienweber
@gmail.com

EXECUTIVE CHEF
(URGENT)

Ugolini Group is looking for
an experienced Executive
Chef to plan and direct all
functions to meet the daily
needs of the grup’s opera-
tions. Tel: 076-346 271, 081-
815 4845, 085-311 1715 (En-
glish).

PHOTOGRAPHY /
GRAPHIC DESIGN

Eyecon World is a one stop so-
lution for all your photography
and designing needs. Please
call 076-271110, 062-053 2745
(English). Email: sameeer.ali@
gmail.com

QUICK TRANSLATION
Deliver quality and timely trans-
lation services (Thai-English).
Please call 081-893 6414, 087-
464 35 08. Email: sthirika@hot
mail.com

EVERYONE CAN NOW
Meet Qismi Marijossan on
Facebook. Meet Qismi Mari
Jossan. For more informa-
tion, please call 081-415
1894.
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B O A T S  &  M A R I N E

CRADLE SET OF
9 PIECES FOR BOAT

Great price all for 12,000 baht.
Phuket. Tel: 084-625 5090.
Email: Lemcloe@gmail.com

29' LUXURY SPEED BOAT
Mercruiser 350 Mag Bravo III,
teak decks, 2 berths, electric toi-
let and shower, 1 million baht.
Krabi Boat Lagoon. Please call
087-884 6280. Email: mark.di
mension@gmail.com

G E N E R A L  A V I A T I O N

W H E E L S  &  M O T O R S

TECNAM P-92
- Price: 1.5 million baht
- Registration: U-B08
- Year of Manufacture: 2002
- Equipment: Full standard
equipment
- Engine: Rotax 912-80hp
350hrs. For more information,
please call 081-840 8418.

HAVE A PASSION
FOR AVIATION?

If you have an aircraft for sale or
an interest in aviation and wish to
learn how to fly or buy an aircraft
or arrange a private flight, etc,
please see our website at www.
aeropromgr.com/newsletter

YOUR HELICOPTER
Flying and owning your own
helicopter has just become
possible. Free complete
flight instruction course with
your purchase. For more de-
tails, please send email to
pat@aeropromgr.com

AIRPLAY ALTIS
MICROLIGHT

Superb trike with Konig radial en-
gine. Great economical fun. Little
used. For more information,
please call 089-111 6457, 081-
397 7598. Email: kajoda1954
@yahoo.co.uk

BENETEAU EVASION 34

1981, 50hp Perkings Motor
Sailer, many extras, best
state. 28,000 euro. Contact
Nihat Gunduz. For more in-
formation, please call 086-
274 6272. Email: nihat_
gunduz@hotmail.com

HONDA CLICK 2015
FOR SALE

125cc, 2,400km. Green book, no
accidents as new condition, bike
cover, 49,000 baht. Tel: 095-093
4192.

HONDA CRF 250
FOR SALE

2015 only 1,200km. Green book
as new condition, no accidents,
never been off road. Yoshi Mura.
USA carbon muffler. Bike cover.
120,000 baht. Tel: 095-093 4192.

GULF CRAFT 33
WALKAROUND 2007

Twin 250hp Suzuki 4 strokes
(low hours). Good electronics
package. Asking only 2.55 mil-
lion baht. Bring offers. Tel: 084-
842 6146. Email: alangiles
@boatshedphuket.com

MACINTOSH 47 CUTTER
Yanmar 4JH4-TE 75hp diesel
(2006). Just refitted. Great life
aboard. Realistically priced at
just US$110,000. Tel: 084-842
6146.

BAVARIA 390 LAGOON
1990. L.O.A. 12.15m. New mast.
Running and standing rigging.
Sails 2015. Built in the days be-
fore  Bavaria was run by venture
capitalist and bean counters! Tel:
084-842 6146. Email: alangiles
@boatshedphuket.com

SUN DANCER 280
FOR SALE

New inboard engine Mercury
300hp x 2. Urgent for sale. Price:
2.2 million baht. Tel: 081-968
3118, 081-271 3228.

SUZUKI SWIFT GLX
Suzuki Swift GLX 2014 with
additional parking assistant.
4,600km. Price: 420,000
baht. Kamala. Tel:  089-729
9009 (English). Email: kse
nia.kukonos@gmail.com

 CAR + ROOM
20,000 BAHT / MONTH

Car + studio room. Price for
low season: 20,000 baht/
month. For more informa-
tion, please call 081-607
8567. Email: suksavat@hot
mail.com
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Wizard of Oil
By Baz Daniel

I FIRST met the artist
Watcharin Rodnit in 2007
when I went to prison in Phuket
Town.

Perhaps I should explain that
a little… In fact I visited the
Phuket Youth and Child Peni-
tentiary for an afternoon to
write a story about a couple of
artists who gave their time to
teach painting to the young of-
fenders behind bars using their
own money and resources to
supply all the materials.

As a result, I developed a
friendship with Watcharin,
which evolved into my taking
art lessons from him at his
flamboyantly creative art stu-
dio, Rinda Magic Art on
Yaowarat Road.

Watcharin grew up in Surat
Thani and the main influence
in his life was his grandmother,
who used to take him for long
walks into the surrounding for-
est pointing out various fruits
and plants. Watcharin was en-
chanted and the extreme
passion for nature he developed
frames much of his current

artistic oeuvre.
Like many artists, Watcharin

had to go through his ‘bad boy’
phase, which he did while
studying for his five-year Bach-
elor of Arts degree at Silpakorn
in Bangkok, Thailand’s pre-
mier arts university.

“I probably hated Bangkok
deep down and loathed being
away from nature, so my art in
those early days was a dark and
deadly brew of trash and vio-
lence,” he says.

He enrolled for a Masters
Degree after his Bachelors and
then taught art for three years
in Bangkok, but he says his
soul was still troubled by the
urban intensity of the city.

On a whim, he visited
friends on Koh Phi Phi and fell
in love with the natural splen-
dor of Phang Nga Bay. In 2001,
he decided to re-locate to
Phuket and he at first occupied
small shop spaces in Patong
and then Kata as his studio.

It was very tough and pay-
ing customers for his work
were almost nonexistent and he
was on the verge of returning
to Bangkok when he met Jayda,

a fellow artist and his wife-to-
be.

Jayda persuaded him to stay
and they opened small restau-
rants in Nai Harn and then in
Rawai, near the Shell Museum,
with Jayda cooking and
Watcharin painting and teach-
ing art to kids.

They finally moved to Old
Phuket Town in 2004 and
founded the charmingly eccen-
tric Rinda Magic Art studio,
where he still paints.

Watcharin has travelled
through an artist’s evolution
and gradually discovered his
signature style of swirling col-
orful depictions of nature,
forests, plants, trees and fruits.
He often goes off into the for-
est on his
own to
meditate on
nature’s stun-
ning bounty,
then he paints
en plein like
the French Im-
pressionists.

He has
increasingly important exhibi-
tions and commissions and next

year he
will exhibit at
the Metropolitan
Museum of Art in
Tokyo.

Watcharin con-
tinues to conduct
art classes at the
gallery and it’s a
revelatory experi-
ence to drop in and
talk to this inspira-
tional artist and
stroll around his
veritable magical
cave of art and
handicrafts.

You can visit this
W a t c h a r i n
Rodnit at the
Rinda Magic Art
Gallery at 27,
Yaowarat Road
in Phuket Town. Tel:
089-289 8852 or
info@rindamagicalart.com


	December 05, 2015
	News:
	National News:
	Opinion:
	Business:
	Life & Style:
	Property:
	Classifieds:




