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‘TEENS ARE BUYING GUNS VIA FACEBOOK "
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Well-machined, homemade guns are being bought online through social media networks and delivered to the island by post. Photo: The Nation

B Number of firearms
seized per month has
doubled, says Phuket
City Police Chief

By Kongleaphy Keam

CLOSED groups on social media plat-
formsarefacilitatingaboominillegal fac-
tory-built and homemade firearms, con-
firmed the head of the Phuket City Poalice.

“A decade ago, people would need the
know-how or a special connection to get
their hands on a firearm. But now, with
Google and YouTube, as well as socia
media, such as Facebook, almost anyone
can obtain a gun,” Superintendent
Kraithong Chanthongbai told the Gazette.

“We are seizing twice as many guns a
month, than we did previously. Last year,
we confiscated three guns a month on av-
erage. This year, it's six.”

Thefigures presented by Col Kraithong
are only for the area under his jurisdic-
tion. Provincial Police Commander

Patchara Boonyasit was unable to supply
complete figures for the entire island.

“Though there are no significant gun
manufacturers or professional builders op-
erating in Phuket, these firearms are being
purchased online through closed groups on
Facebook and other social mediaplatforms,
and then sent via post to the island,” Col
Kraithong said.

“We sometimes seize firearms when we
arrest drug dealers operating on Phuket —
there is without a doubt. ..

Continued on Pages 4-5

Two serioudy
Injured as
resort’s boat
catchesfire

FIVE men wereinjured, two
seriously, when a resort’s
transfer boat burst into
flameswhilerefueling at the
Royal Phuket Marina(RPM)
on September 13.

Full story Page 3
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Kiwis arrested
for 2-year-old,
unpad F&B tab

POLICE scooped up a New
Zealander and his son upon ar-
rival at Phuket International
Airport on September 14 for a
2-year-old unpaid restaurant
bill from the Blue Marine Re-
sort and Spa in Patong.

The Phuket Provincial
Court issued an arrest warrant
for Brian Russell Finn, 54, and
his son Luke Russell Finn, 24,
for allegedly *dining and dash-
ing’ on a 15,000 baht food and
beverage bill in 2013, ex-
plained case officer Capt
Yingyong Chuoykij of the
Patong police.

“Both sides have made it
clear that they would rather
negotiate than go to court. So
arepresentative from the resort
will come to the police station
soon, as we only have the right
to keep the suspectsin custody
for 48 hours,” Capt Yingyong
said on September 15.

— Kongleaphy Keam

Civil defense
volunteer pistol
whips tourist

POLICE arrested a Kathu dis-
trict civil defence volunteer for
breaking a Kuwaiti tourist’s
nose in afight in Patong early
on September 9.

Officers quickly broke up
the fight between Fahad Al
Mutariy, 57, and 38-year-old
civil defence volunteer Amnart
Chudet.

Mr Amnart was in posses-
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Phuket light rail proj

Adjustments made to the light rail project during a recent visit by a Office of Transport and
Traffic Policy and Planning (OTP) team is expected to see the previously estimated 23-billion-
baht budget increase. However, once the final budget is proposed, some of it could possibly be
offered to private investors. For the full story, visit PhuketGazette.net
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sion of aloaded .38 handgun.

“Mr Mutariy said that hewas
walking down the road when Mr
Amnart came out of nowhere
and started to attack him,” said
Lt Sarawut Putthapornapiban of
the Patong police.

“He also claimed that Mr
Amnart hit him in the face with
the firearm.”

Mr Amnart was charged
with assault and carrying an
unlicensed firearm in public.

— Kritsada Mueanhawong
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Fishing vessdl
anks, al crew
safely rescued

ALL four fishermen who aban-
doned their sinking ship on
September 15 were rescued
safe and sound.

“l didn’t think we would
make it. | am thankful that we
areso lucky to till beaiveand
thankful to everyone who
helped us,” said the 39-year-old
captain of Jor Tuemsup,
Nantaporn Boonsit.

The team was out trying to
recover lost fishing gear near
Koh Mai Thon when heavy
seas battered their boat and it
began to take on water.

— Kritsada Mueanhawong

Police unravel
prison-based
drug network

KRABI police arrested four
men last night who are part of

a criminal network allegedly
headed by an inmate in Bang
Kwang Prison in Nonthaburi,
just outside of Bangkok. The
four were holding morethan 28
million baht’s worth of ya ba
pills (methamphetamine).

All four men were charged
with possession of a category
1 drug with intent to sell.

— Kritsada Mueanhawong

Officials level
forest of illegd
ruober, oil padm

CHAINSAWS were roaring in
Phuket as the Royal Thai Navy
led a 300-strong task force in
removing illegal rubber and oil
palm trees from more than 82
rai of public land on Septem-
ber 9.

Officers filed a complaint
about the illegal plantationsin
Suan PaBang Kanunin March.
However, no owner has
stepped forward to account for
the trees that are within a for-
est reserve, said Capt Boworn
Promkeawngam of the Royal
Thai Navy’'s Phuket-based
Third Area Internal Security
Operations Command.

Once the trees were cut
down, a chemical was sprayed
on them to prevent them from
growing back, Capt Boworn
confirmed.

Thenext stepisfor theRoya
Forest Department to begin a
forest restoration project.

— Chutharat Plerin

Monks catch
temple raider

MONKS prevented a thief,
who had previously brokeninto
Srisoonthorn Temple, from es-
caping when the man returned
to the scene of the crime last
night to commit another theft.
The police seized a batch of
mixed currency comprising dol-
lars, yuan and baht, as well as
the motorbike Mr Thawatchai
had arrived on.
“Thiswashisthird timerob-
bing thetemple—and it washis
last,” said Lt Col Kritsana
Jannit of the Thalang Police.
Mr Thawatchai was charged
with theft.
— Kritsada Mueanhawong

Road-raging
drivers arrested

TWO road-raging truck drivers
were in an intentional crash on
Thepkasattri Road, the north-
south artery of theisland, caus-
ing long tailbacks for about an
hour on September 12.

SuriyaKuiyoksui, a35-year-
old driver of an
18-wheeled-truck, flung open
hisdoor to ensureaminor crash
withthedriver of asix-wheeled
crane truck. The men then ex-
ited their vehicles and began
arguing.

The trucks remained in the
middle of the road blocking
traffic as Mr Suriya and Wisut
Sutcharittham, 32, argued.

Both men were charged for
having a violent argument in
public and obstructing traffic,
police confirmed.

—Winai Sarot

Region 8 HQ
bringsin rescue
helicopter

A ROYAL Thai Police rescue
helicopter will be stationed on
Phuket to help boost tourists
confidencein their safety while
visiting Phuket, Phang Ngaand
Krabi, it was announced at the
grand opening of the Region 8
Headquarters on September 11.

The helicopter and its crew
have yet to be dispatched to the
island, as they are still under-
going training.

Hundreds of people joined
the opening ceremony at the
headquarters, which is based
near the Tah Chat Chai Check-
point.

— Chutharat Plerin
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PHUKET is one of several provinces on
dert for Enterovirus 71, which haskilled
three childrenin Thailand so far thisyear,
confirmed the Department of Disease
Control (DDC).

Enterovirus 71 can cause outbreaks of
Hand, Foot and Mouth Disease (HFMD)
in children. Additionally, it has the poten-
tial to cause severe neurological diseases.

Department of Disease Control issues Enterovirus 71 alert

“HFMD can be caused by many types
of viruses. However, Enterovirus 71 has
the severest complications,” said Phuket
Provincial Health Office Deputy Chief
Krit Sakulpat.

“The situation is nothing to be overly
concerned about in Phuket, at least for the
moment. None of the cases of HFMD on
the idand have been caused by Enterovirus

71, so the children have quickly recovered.”

HFMD usually causes rashes on the
palms of aperson’s hands and soles of their
feet, as well as blister-like sores in the
mouth (herpangina). However, if HFMD is
caused by Enterovirus 71, the rashes can
be found in many other areas on the body,
such as the cheeks, tongue, gums, knees or
ankles. — Nattha Thepbamrung

Two recoverlng after boat blaze

FIVE men were injured when
a resort’s transfer boat burst
into flames while refueling at
the Royal Phuket Marina
(RPM) on September 13.

“Two of thevictimswere se-
riously burned, with onehaving
burns to more than 50 per cent
of his body and the other with
burns to about 40-50 per cent
of hisbody. The other three re-
ceived only minor burns,” said
Sub Lt Chatree Vetrangsi of the
Phuket City Police.

Only two of the men injured
on the boat were employees of
The Village Coconut Island
Beach Resort, confirmed the
resort’s director of sales and
marketing, Tom Gordon. It re-
mains unclear why the other
threemen injured intheincident
were in the vicinity of the boat
when it caught fire.

“Therewereno guestsinjured
in the incident, as our policy is
to never have customers on
board when we are fueling.
However, our thoughts and
wishes go out to the one mem-

Fly Boutique.
Feel Unique.

The transfer boat had just finished taking on fueI when it caught on fire. Photo Krltsada Mueanhawong

ber of staff who is making a
speedy recovery inhospital,” Mr
Gordon told the Gazette.

“We believe something must
have happened at the fueling
station that caused the fire.
Given what happened, we fol-
lowed protocol to prevent any
further damage or harm.”

RPM issued a statement
wishing a speedy recovery to
the two men.

Fly Bangkok Airways... j/ S

It's an entire journey of Happiness.

“Royal Phuket Marina staff
acted quickly and profession-
aly,” the statement said, noting
that safety precautions were
followed.

“IRPM staff used] on-site
fire safety equipment, doused
the blaze, assisted the speed-
boat staff off the boat and
moved the burning boat away
from the fuel dock, causing no
further damage.”

Contact your travel agent or call 177
www.bangkokair.com

Pattaya

The Village's speedboat,
H20, had just taken on fuel
when it burst into flames, 29-
year-old RPM employee
Preecha Samapong, who had
just filled the boat, told police.

The boat was moved about
300 meters away from the ma-
rina, where strong winds
continued to fan the fire until
the boat sank.

—Winai Sarot

(Suvarnabhumi Airport)

(24 hrs. 3 baht
per call within Thailand* )
“Exciuding calls from mebile phones
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Civil defence
volunteer pistol
whips tourist

Mr Mutariy. Photo: Patong Police

POLICE arrested a Kathu dis-
trict civil defence volunteer for
breaking a Kuwaiti tourist’s
nose in a fight in Patong early
on September 9.

“Qur officers were on arou-
tine patrol when they saw two
men fighting in front of the
Roya Palm Beach Front Resort
on Thaweewong Road,” said Lt
Sarawut Putthapornapiban of
the Patong Police.

Officersquickly brokeup the
fight between Fahad Al M utariy,
57, and 38-year-old civil de-
fencevolunteer Amnart Chudet.

Mr Amnart was in posses-
sion of aloaded .38 handgun
and was charged with assault
and carrying an unlicensed fire-

arm in public.
Kathu District Chief Sayan
Chanachaiwong told the

Gazette that he was not aware
of the incident. However, he
said that he would contact the
Patong Policein order to revoke
Mr Amnart’s civil defence vol-
unteer card, if he is convicted.
— Kritsada Mueanhawong
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Nightlife venue operators
push for 4am closmg time

PATONG nightlife operators
will send a letter to the Minis-
try of Interior asking for open-
ing times in the party town to
be extended to 4am, revealed
Weerawit Kurasombat, head of
the Patong Entertainment Busi-
ness Association.

The announcement comes
after a meeting on September
11 that reiterated the rules and
regulations of the current
‘nightlife zone management
plan’ for Patong.

“We talked to operators and
owners about opening times,
closing times, zoning laws and
anumber of other issues to en-
sure that all of them clearly
understand what they can and
cannot do,” said Kathu District
Chief Pattanapong Nueklorng.

During the meeting, the ma-
jority of business operators
pushed for changes to be made
to the closing times of nightlife

Venues want tourists to be able to party later into the night.

venues.

“Tourists want to party very
late into the night. Some aren’t
even going out until after mid-
night. If we close at 2am, they
will feel unsatisfied with their
experience in Phuket,” said Mr
Weerawit. “Additionally, busi-
ness owners will see their
revenue take a hit. We think
4am is the best time for these
businessesto close. It's neither

too late nor too early.”

Mr Weerawit told those at
the meeting that he would pre-
pare a petition for all business
ownersto sign before it is sub-
mitted to the Ministry of
Interior.

“Whether or not the Minis-
try will accept our suggestion,
| don't know. However, we
haveto ask,” Mr Weerawit said.

— Kritsada Mueanhawong
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Mr. David Lawry and Ms. Prakhrong Donla, both Phuket
residents, felt on top of the world when their baby boy,
Samuel Somkit Lawry, was born on 24 February 2015 by
virtue of Intracytoplasmic Sperm Injection (ICSI).
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...an intimate connection be-
tween the drug world and vio-
lent crimes where guns are
used.”

A policeraid on ahousein Si
Suchat Grand View 5in Rassada
last month uncovered a cache of
drugsworth about 5million baht,
four handguns, one silencer and
400 rounds of ammunition. The
suspect managed to dip out of
thehouse momentsbefore police
arrived.

Firearms are regularly being

confiscated during such drug

Yoinual. The weapon-smiths
are not necessarily putting
products out on Facebook
groups or in the market in gen-
eral prior to an order — most
products are custom made.

Although the teen who was
willing to speak to the Gazette
said he had never attempted to
make a firearm himself, he did
say it wasan easy processgiven
the resources avail able through
the internet and general access
to metal working and machin-
ing tools in Phuket.

In agreement is Anuphong
Phuangjan, an 18-year-old from

raids and ar- northeastern
restsin Phuket, Thailand who
Phang Ngaand wasarrested af -
Krabi. ter shooting
One 19- himself in the
year-old, who leg with a
was willing to homemade gun
talk to the Ga- in April. He
zette, but confirmed that
declined to be Thai-language
named, ex- resources were
plained that he readily avail-
was arrested able when he
for carrying an L A decade ago, people decided to
illegal fiream. ~ Would need the know-  make his
govve(ejvehr, Ee how or a special wespon.
had purdhesg  CONNECtion to get their eas;t b ied
it with the in-  hands on a firearm. But  how to make a
tent of uSng it now, with social media ~ gun- You just
to commit a ' Google it, and
crime. He said almost anyone can everything you
it was for sdlf- obtain a gun,’ need is there,”
P, v —Phuket City Police M AnUPONG
and safer when _Superintendent “Atthetime,
| had a gun Kraithong Chanthongbai | |egrnedfroma

withme. | knew if wehad aprob-
lem with someone or bumped
into our rivalsthey wouldn’t dare
mess around with us,” the teen
said.

The 19-year-old confirmed
that he had purchased azip gun
or ‘Chab Pong’ after a friend
had invited himto join aclosed
Facebook group used to buy
and sell firearms. Zip guns are
generally defined as crude
homemade guns. Those on
Phuket are usually singleround
weapons designed to take shot-
gun shells as ammunition.

“Most of thegun-makersare
based in Bangkok. It was easy
to buy. We simply placed an or-
der through the group, paid and
then the gun was delivered by
post.

“Depending on the type of
gun you buy it could cost as
little as 2,000 baht.”

Many of these gun-makers
are in the pre-order business,
explained Krabi Provincial Po-
lice Commander Nunthadej

do-it-yourself gun construction
webgite that was in Thai. How-
ever, the page has been deleted.

“The equipment is also easy
tofind. The barrel of thegunis
just a piece of the right kind of
metal tubing, while the rest is
easy to find too.”

Mr Anuphong explained that
hehad grownupinarural area,
where he was exposed to guns
as achild for hunting and pro-
tection from animals. After
moving to Phuket with his
mother, he felt a responsibility
to protect her and hisgirlfriend.

Obtaining ammunition was
the real issue though.

“Eventually, | was able to
buy ammunition from a Bur-
mese man who sold me ten for
200 baht,” Mr Anuphong said.

Col Kraithong'sreal concern
has less to do with individuals
attempting to make homemade
guns than that illegal construc-
tion is becoming a serious
business in Thailand.

The most common firearms
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used for I1llegal gun sales

reported being seized in Phuket
are handguns, including those
that are homemade. However,
anumber of firearms classified
as ‘weapons of war’ have been
seized on Phuket this year, in-
cluding M3 submachine guns
and a M 16 assault rifle.

Being caught with aweapon
of war is the most serious
Wweapon possession crime in
Thailand, explained Lt Thanom
Thongpan of the Tah Chat Chai
Paolice. It carries a maximum
penalty of life imprisonment
with the minimum jail term be-
ing two years.

Though weapons of war are
not found very often on Phuket,
there are several other firearm
possession crimesthat are more
regularly dealt with by police.

“There is the possession of
an unlicensed firearm, which
carries a maximum penalty of
a 20,000-baht fine and 10-year
prison term. Most often, the
suspects are given a 10,000-
baht fineand areforced to serve
about nine months in prison,”
Lt Thanom said.

“Lighter charges are carry-
ing a licensed gun in public
without permission when the

The quality of the homemade guns seized varies dramatically. Photo: Phuket City Police

weapon isn't registered in your
name. Thisusually comeswith
a fine of about 8,000 baht.
Thosefound carrying their own
licensed firearm in public with-
out permission are usually
fined about 3,500 baht.”

Additional factors, such as
the criminal’s age are also
added to the equation when the
case is reviewed by the court,
with minors being processed
through juvenile court.

Lt Col Somkid Boonrat,
chief of the investigation de-
partment of the Phuket
Provincial Police, expressed
concern about teenage gun vio-
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lence on the island.

“Some of these teensare part
of real ‘at-risk’ groups, who are
doing anything to be accepted
by their friends and feel cool,”
Lt Col Somkid said.

“These kids want to show
their friends and the world that
they are the best and that they
are powerful, and they think
having a gun will do that.”

To crackdown on ‘at-risk’
groups, police raid areas most
likely to behousingillegal fire-
arms, Gen Patchara said.

“Theproblemisn’t just gun-
makers; the problem is gun
buyers. If there was not a mar-

ket for these weapons, then we
wouldn’'t have this problem,”
Gen Patchara said.

However, for Col Kraithong
the issue is that the penalties
currently handed down are not
strong enough to dissuade
people from violating the law.

“The issue is criminals are
not scared of being arrested and
fined,” Col Kraithong said.

Police continueto attempt to
infiltrate closed Facebook
groups where firearms are
bought and sold. However, they
are struggling.

“We have created fake ac-
counts to try and access the

groups. If they would only ac-
cept us, then it would be easy to
get to the heart of the matter,”
Col Kraithong said. “However,
given that these guns are being
made in other provinces and
sent to Phuket, there really
needs to be a national effort to
put an end to this.”

Several officers who spoke
to the Gazette pointed out that
education and the social fabric
that keeps families and society
as a whole functioning are the
most important factors for put-
ting the brakes on gun violence
on the island.

“It really is the responsibil-
ity of families and educational
institutionsto help children de-
velop a strong mora code that
will help prevent them from
getting involved with guns,”
said Gen Patchara.

Phuket Technical College
Director Adisak Chutchavate
agreed.

“If students were well-edu-
cated from the beginning, then
a greater percentage of them
would go on to be valuable
members of the community,”
Mr Adisak said. “We are doing
our best here to do that.”
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Mom Tri's Kitchen

at Villa Royale Kata Noi Beach

Offer Thai, International and Tapas cuisine open every day from 07.00 to 23.30 hrs.

Live JAZZ every Wednesday and Sunday

Reservation please phone 076 333 569 or Email: fo@villaroyalephuket.com

www.villaroyalephuket.com *Dress Code : Smart Casual
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By Duncan Stearn

Legal casino could bring
social disaster

Rise in spirits
tax beginsto .
hit shop shelves1::

Don’t

By Sangkhae Leelanapapom

PHI PHI ISLANDS: Phankam
Kitithorakul, the Chairman of the
Ao Nang Tambon Administration
Organization ( OrBorTor), which
is responsible for the Phi Phi Is-
lands, has called for greater gov-
ernment support, saying the is-
lands are being overlooked.

K. Phankam said that eight
months after the tsunami the cen-
tral government had still to help
boost tourism to the islands, “It A
seems that everyone has forgot- m
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Dwindling Reserves in
Bang Wad Reservoir

Levels recorded on first day
of each month in 2005.
All figures in millions of

cubic meters (mem)

The brown area is
‘dead’ storage —
water that cannot be
used. The Bang Wad
Reservoir has a dead
storage volume of
0.27 mem
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that headline in the last ten
| years? Well, it soaked
through page one again as
‘ Phuket's sole public reser-

voir in 2005 was ‘down to
[its] last few drops'.

Not too long ago, when
[ those of us currently on the

island were knee deep in
flood waters, we found out
{ that the Royal Rainmaking
1 Project was called upon to
| help seed clouds and bring
i some much needed water
down to the island in 2005.
H However, they had very
little effect.
5 In turn, one clever man
began looking into import-

somewhere in Patong — some-
how, only their toes remain.

Asif personal hydration hic-
cups on the horizon weren't
enough to sink islanders’ spir-
its, the effects of ahikein hard
acohol taxeswas starting to be
reflected on store shelves.

The increase, which osten-
sibly had a twofold goal of
cutting down on alcohol con-
sumption and boosting
government revenue, applied to
all distilled alcohol.

If the measure did in fact
cut alcohol consumption in
Phuket, it is hard to imagine
what a tangled, deadly mess
of drunk drivers we'd find

hindsight

ourselves in now, ten years
later.

Though the Gazette no
longer reports every drunk
driving fatality on the island,
asit once seemed to, the prob-
lem itself remains grave.

Those who have not yet
been jaded by numerous fail-
ures to rein in drunk driving
on Phuket can at least hope
that the 39 Lion alcolmeter
SD-400 breathalyzers donated
last month will help officers
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And speaking of inescap-
able booze conundrums, Phi
Phi — the hedonistic party is-
land of the Andaman — cried
out ‘Don’t forget us asthe Ao
Nang Local Administration
Organization (OrBorTor)
pleaded for more government
help for tsunami relief.

Phankam Kitithorakul,
chairman of the Ao Nang
OrBorTor, attempted to dispel
the idea that Phi Phi had yet
to recover from the tsunami,
while in the same breath con-
ceding that the cabinet had
already taken much-needed
steps to help rebuild local in-
frastructure: electricity, fresh

opment, foot traffic and
apparent lack of interest in [
preserving the stunning na-
tional marine park hastaken
a serious toll on the idland,
with speedboats regularly |.
anchoring in fragile coral |
reefs.

If investigators do in- }
deed prove that millions of
baht over the last three |
years has been skimmed
off the top of national park
fees, we can only hope that
Phi Phi officials — not the
beautiful archipelago itself
— are forced to pay the
price.

— Isaac Stone Simonelli
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DNA from Koh
Tao murder not
a match, expert
tells court

DNA found on the weapon al-
legedly used to kill two Britons
on Koh Tao last year did not
match those of the defendants
currently on trial, a forensics
expert testified in court this
morning.

Pornthip Rojanasunand,
head of the Ministry of Justice’'s
forensics institute, told the
Samui Provincia Court that the
DNA found on the garden hoe
used against Hannah
Witheridge, 23, and David
Miller, 24, did not match those
of thetwo Myanmar defendants
accused of the murder.

Ms Pornthip said that the
DNA belonged to two other
men, but did not provide any
further identification.

Police had said the DNA
evidence found on the hoe by
its own forensics team was
from the defendants, but the
trial judge allowed a defense
request for a second opinion
from Ms Pornthip.

Mystery beast
[ps rectums
to eat entrails

LOCALS in the Chonburi
area on the hunt for amyste-
rious creature that has been
killing pigsand robbing them
of their entrails, reported
Sanook.com.

Several pigs have been
found dead, each one day be-
fore a Buddhist day, fully
intact with just a wound
to their rectum where the
entrails had been pulled out.

Locals believe that it is
the works of a small, one-
foot long, creature with short
ears that is grayish-green in
color.

The pigs belong to Phra
Wichai Wichayo of Ma Koo
Morn temple.

Prawit Pramon, one of the
locals, wondered why it al-
ways happened one day
before a Buddhist Day.

“If it was an animal, there
should be signs of struggle
between the pig and the ani-
mal, but there were no signs
of fighting at all,” Prawit
told Sanook.com

L ocals have been on high
aert, searching for the ani-
mal. However, they have yet
to find any trace of the cul-
prit.
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Bangkok bomb
plotter hiding
In Turkey

POLICE will seek cooperation
fromtheir Turkish counterparts
over reports that the alleged
mastermind, who fled to
Bangladesh a day before the
bomb blast in Bangkok on Au-
gust 17,isnow inhidingin Tur-
key.

Police spokesman Lt Gen
Prawut Thavornsiri said intel-
ligence reports indicated that
Abu Dustar Abdulrahman, or
‘lzan’, a Chinese national, had
covered up his escape route by
changing his itinerary to
I stanbul.

Solen B10mn
diamond inside
]

suspect’s gut
TWO Chinese nationals ac-
cused of stealing a 10-million
baht diamond from ajewellery
fair were taken to Nonthaburi
Provincial Court by police on
September 12.

Afterwards, police took the
two suspects — Hae Ying, 34,
and Jiang Xulian, 39 — to Po-
lice General Hospital in
Bangkok, so doctors could lo-
cate the gemstone, which Jiang
is thought to have swallowed.

An X-ray of her stomach
showed a diamond-shaped ob-
ject in her intestines. Ms Jiang
was being kept under strict sur-
veillance at the hospital.

Police provided her with food
and drink to prevent her hedth
being harmed while waiting for
the diamond to emerge.

NATIONAL NEWS

Briefly

Tha women
warned about
foreign men

THE Office of the Narcotics
Control Board (ONCB) on
September 14 warned Thai
women who have foreign boy-
friends or husbands to beware
of being tricked or forced into
drug trafficking.

Between 2012 and 2014, the
agency learned that 190 Thai
women had been arrested over-
seas for smuggling narcotics,
said ONCB Deputy Chief
Witthawan Sunthornkhajit.

Countrieswith themost Thai
women in prison are Brazil,
with 35; Japan, 30; Malaysia,
16; and Cambodia, 13; with
most cases related to metham-
phetamine, cocaine and heroin.

Silk cocoon
vests able to
‘catch bullets

A KHON Kaen University re-
searcher and aweaver from the
northeast have successfully de-
veloped what has been labelled
the world’s first silk-cocoon
bulletproof vest.

The men behind the innova-
tion are Orapin Thongnonggoy,
president of Phu Viang Silk
Handicraft Centre's community
enterprise, and KKU chemical

engineering lecturer,
Panomkorn Khoahong.

A two-year study that helped
create the vest found its fibres
could ‘catch’ bullets or reduce
their speed — from .22 calibre
weapons to an M16 — without
the bullets passing into the
body.

Death sentence
upheld for child
rapist, killer

THE Appeals Court on Sep-
tember 14 upheld the lower
court’s death sentence for
child killer ~ Wanchai
Saengkhao.

Wanchai, 23, raped and mur-
dered a 13-year-old girl on an
overnight train bound for
Bangkok on July 5last year. He
was employed on the train at
the time.
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Warningshots

THE wide-scale presence of homemade gunsis nothing new
in Phuket, but the increased ease with which potential buy-
ers can sour ce firearms should be a source of great concern
for law enforcement agencies — as well as society at large.

Therevelation that these gun pur chases are now often con-
ducted through social media platforms, such as closed
Facebook groups, should come as little surprise. The news
followsreportsthat social media apps, together with the Thai
government postal service, were already being widely used
by drug dealersasthe most cost-efficient and reliable method
to get their illicit contraband to buyers.

Like many countries, Thailand has developed a gun culture
that purportedly hasitsrootsin hunting and the percelved need
for self-protection, especially in rural areas where the presence
of any official law enforcement has been historically minimal.

But like most countries across the globe, Thailand is be-
coming increasingly urbanized. In almost no other province
in the Kingdom is this trend more apparent than right here
in Phuket, with its growing population and all the social and
environmental problems that inevitably come with it.

We concede that firearms can be a very effective form of
personal protection under the right circumstances — such as
when used by professionally trained soldiers during war.

Given our increasing urbanization and lack of serious,
external military threats, Thailand should be trying to fol-
low in the steps of the many European nations that have
successfully managed tolargely rid their societiesof firearms.

Unfortunately, this Land of Smiles now seems to have
drifted into something more akin to the inexplicable gun cul-
ture that prevailsin the United States, where hardly a week
goes by without reports of some needless shooting tragedy.

Most of these have little or nothing to do with personal
protection, and are more often linked with depression, para-
noia, anxiety and other forms of mental illness.

AsThailand’sonly island province, Phuket has some natu-
ral advantages when it comes to keeping the island free of
firearms and other contraband. Now that the Police Region
8 Headquarters is fully functional, we hope that the com-
mander there will realize this potential at his doorstep and
replace the permanently saluting police mannequin at the
checkpoint with real officersand police dogsto conduct ran-
dom inspections of vehicles coming onto the island.
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Making decisonsto be a tourist destination

My suggestion hasawaysbeen
that Phuket needs to decide if
it'salarge, rea tourist destina-
tion or not.

If not, then don’'t provide
tourists with what they want.
The past year demonstrates the
results—tourismwill plummet.

If Phuket wants to have a
thriving tourist industry, they
must provide what tourists
want — a safe environment,
shops, food, drink, chairs and
umbrellas on the beach.

Which is it, Phuket?

Bigfoot
Gazette forum

Moderation of free
online speech

Re: Gazette online, Island
View: End of circus show, Sep-
tember 7

Mr Morison does appear to
make a rod for his own back
on occasion.

He is always quick to push
the notion of free speech, but
then ‘moderates the comments
on his own blog when they do
not suit his agenda.

A well deserved victory for
Ms Chutima, but a Pyrrhic one
for him.

Best herest on hislaurelsfor
awhile instead of poking the
nest again.

Mister Ree
Gazette forum

Ther€'s no wonder

Re: Gazette online, Civil

to the Editor

Do you have an opinion to voice?
Email Editor@PhuketGazette.net

defence volunteer pistol whips
tourist, September 10
And the governor wonders
why the tourists from the west
are not coming anymore.
Things like this, corruption,
tuk tuk drivers, jet ski pirates,
and the buses, coaches and
trucks killing everyone on the
roads with bad driving and
badly maintained vehicles.
Simon Lomas
Facebook

Bus accidents have
been out of hand

Re: Gazetteonline, Local buses
move to safeguard business,
September 10
| hopeit improvesthe safety
of tourist buses and bus trans-
portation in general.
Bus accidents have been way
out of hand for quiteafew years.
What’s needed is: Real
road-worthiness checks, not
backhanders; Regular spot
drug tests for drivers (1st time,
1 year suspension; 2nd time,
life); Adherence to the Patong
Hill curfew (100,000 baht com-
pany fineand 1 year suspension
for the driver).
The companies will under-
stand this language.
skip
Gazette forum

See warning signs?
What about lights?

Re: Gazette online, Phuket un-
derpass construction site
gobbles up taxi, September 7

‘Thedriver ignored warning
signs'. The area is pitch black
at night with totally inadequate
lighting to warn drivers of con-
struction hazards.

A few weeks ago, | drove
past a brand new BMW that
was upside down and had
driven into one of the open con-
struction holes opposite Index
Living Mall.

Steven Bradley
Facebook

Mangroves holding
back traffic relief

Re: Gazette online, Phuket
light rail modifications
announced, September 10

For crying out loud, get rid
of those darn mangroves. They
are nothing but a pain in the
rear.

They have already halted
the joining of Sakdidej Soi 7
with Rattanakosin 200 Pi
Road, thus stopping the
Phuket Town Southern Ring
Road. So all traffic goes
through the town causing ri-
diculous traffic jams all
because of a few mangrove
trees?

Where is the common
sense?

Chas
Gazette forum
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Hdping Patong's growth

FIRsST

PERSON

FROM my point of view,
Patong is growing very fast,
both in terms of population and
development. It's similar to
Pattaya and other big tourist
destination cities because so
many investors come here for
business.

Investors from different
parts of the world have differ-
ing ideas that they bring from
these other countries and adapt
to suit Patong. That is why we
see a lot of businesses and a
large variety of entertainment.

However, undertaking de-
velopment here is a lot more
difficult than other places.
Therearealot of lawsthat do
not mesh with the growth of
Patong. Service and the vol-
ume of people are not flowing
well.

A fast growing city like this
should be more productive and
indeed Patong's tourism busi-
ness has expanded rapidly over
the past two decades. The law
cannot adapt fast enough to the
constant growth of the city. It
isavery old fashioned form of
authoritarianism, controlled by
the central administration in
Bangkok.

| would like to eventually
see a special administration
enforced with a connection
between the central authori-
ties in Bangkok and local
officials.

Under the administration, if
businesses were to register in
Patong, tax money would stay
in Patong as would taxes from
alcohol and foods sales.

Can you imagine how much
money we would make in a
day? Millions of baht could be
earned and we would still be

7

Preechavude
Keesin, 39, a Patong
native, is best known as
the Managing Director
of the Pisona Group.
He attended Kasetsart
University in Bangkok
where he
Bachelor’s degree in
Finance. He now holds a

‘Prab’

received a

PhD in public administration from Phuket

Rajabhat University.

Here he talks about the changes needed for
Patong to move forward and meet the demands
of tourists from around the world.

ableto pay sometax to the cen-
tral government.

As Patong earns Thailand a
lot of money, it is essentia for
local officials and the central
government to strike a deal.

Additionally, there are other
ways of improving Patong for
businesses and tourists.

| often wonder how many
officials are able to use a com-
puter and the internet properly,
or how many official websites
are up to date so that we can
read the latest news and laws.
Also, how many police offic-
ers at the Patong police station
can speak fluent English? |
would like the posting of offic-
erswho are capabl e of working
and benefiting Patong the most
here.

Officers who work in
Patong should get at least
50,000-baht per month salary,
and these officers must pass
standard courses and speak
English well.

Therefore, officers should
be able to pass a standard Test
of English as a Foreign Lan-
guage (TOEFL) because it

Words from the Wise

“I"'m sick of following my dreams. I'm just
going to ask them where they’'re going and
hook up with them later.”

“Miracles happen everyday. Change your
perception of what a miracle is and you'll
see them all around you.”

— Mitch Hedberg

—Jon Bon Jovi

doesn’t matter how fast Patong
growsif thisis not matched by
our officersbeing able to speak
English and meeting the
island's demand.

We d so have to make inves-
tors, business owners and
tourists happy here. If they are
extorted and put up too much
capital, it is not good for any-
one.

For example trading hours
should be extended. How can
businesses earn enough money
to hire qualified staffers who
speak English if they lose alot
of money because of short trad-
ing hours?

We should also spend money
on power and waste manage-
ment plants, good schools,
training centers and public
transportation, such as a sky
train, so that we can compete
with other countries.

| would just like to see the
people who live and work in
Patong, love Patong and unite
in moving it forward. | want to
see good people who con-
stantly develop themselveslive
on the island.

o
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Lard Yai Market is a lovely place for creative types. Photo: Gazette file

Market for creativity

HAVING moved to Phuket Old
Town from Bangkok a couple
of months ago, the huge differ-
ence between the great me-
tropolis and this petite commu-
nity is unavoidably on my
mind.

Of dl its charming features,
particularly the Sino-Portu-
guese architecture, which
harkens back to the island’s
long history, is the Lard Yai
Sunday Walking Street market,
which really delights me.

Certainly no visitor or resi-
dent could find fault with this
colorful gathering.

Every Sunday evening from
4pm to 10pm, Thalang Road is
closed off to traffic and people
flock in to make this market a
fun place to be.

Aside from the tasty food
and drinks sold at reasonable
prices, it is the artists, musi-
cians and actors who make this
once-aweek market special.

It's important to give these
creative people avenue to dis-
play their talents and this is
exactly what the walking street
has done.

Likewise, it makes the
people who stroll along the de-
lightful market realize that
there is another side to the
money-mad world we live in
and somethings are more mean-
ingful than what money can
buy, such aslistening to agood
musician strum his guitar and

Island View

By Nina Suebsukcharoen

Do you have an opinion to voice?
Email Editor@PhuketGazette.net

sing old numbers from the
1970s for token donations, or
watching an artist draw areally
good portrait of aschoolboy for
just 200 baht.

The walking street also
brings the community together
and creates a sense of oneness,
which iswhat will help the Old
Town maintain its very special
characteristics going forward,
asthey could stand up together
and oppose any drastic changes
that could undermine its
appeal.

Up in the north of the coun-
try, Chiang Mai also has a
Sunday walking street in the
center of the old walled city
area and there too musicians,
puppeteers and dancers per-
form after dark.

When | was young and living
with my parents in Bangkok’s
Chinatown, the whole commu-
nity eagerly awaited the annua
four-day templefair whereweall
would have a lot of fun for a
small amount of money right on
our doorstep.

Now living in Phuket’s Old
Town, this merriment is for us
to enjoy every Sunday.

Issues & Answers

Where can | find a coin counting machine on Phuket?

| HAVE been living in Phuket
for years. | have alot of Thai
coins but am too lazy to count
them. | waswondering if there
are any coin counting ma-
chinesin Phuket or even Thai-
land? Will they charge me
something if | go get my coins
counted and changed to bank
notes? | used to go to a bank,
and saw them counting by
hand.

Mr Ruengnam Usor nwir ot of
the Bank of Thailand replies:

Thank you for your ques-
tion. Yes, there are coin
counting machinesin Thailand,
but they belong to the Treasury
Department.

In banking business, we do
not have coin counting ma-
chines. If you have coins, you
can just go to any nearby bank
and they will count them by
hand for you. However, if your
coins total over 2,000 baht,
they will chargeyou for the ser-
vice. Theamount and feevaries
from bank to bank.

Mr Warapong Rungkrajang
of the Department of Trea-
sury replies:

Yes, we have coin counting
machines. You can bring your
coins to us to exchange for
bank notes for free. However,
the problem iswe do not have
an office in Phuket. You
would have to go to the
Department of Treasury’s
local office in Songkhla or
Surat Thani provincesfor this
service.
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Japan safe
haven for
OB funds

' .
Property prices are expected to
rise in Japan.

UOB Asset Management
(Thailand) will launch a real
estate investment trust and a
property-focused equity fund
this month, specifically to cash
in on the expected rise in prop-
erty pricesin Japan.

“Japan’s economy is recov-
ering continuously, where the
labor market has improved
thanks to Abenomics. Domes-
tic consumption is expected to
continue to recover,” said
Siripun Sutharoj, senior direc-
tor UOBAM’s investment
division.

Quantitative-easing mea-
sures are expected to stay for
some time, as Japan’s inflation
is still below the government’s
target of 2 per cent.

Natcha Suntorntarawong,
executive  director  of
UOBAM'’s business develop-
ment senior division, noted that
real estate pricesin Japan were
relatively low now compared
with those in other developed
countries. The prices in
Singapore, in particular, are
four times higher than Japan’s.

“The current Japanese gov-
ernment has successfully
implemented its fiscal and
monetary stimulus policies,”
Ms Natcha said.

— The Nation

The Forum

By David Mayes

| HAVE aways been a big fan
of education. It was instilled
into me by my father from the
time | was young and saw all
of my friendsleaving education
early for the alure of a quick
paycheck.

Obviously, the short-
sightedness of that only
becomes apparent in hindsight,
but | don't think it is ever too
late to continue your education.

| also think you only ever re-
ally become ‘old’ when you
stop learning, so | try to read
as many books and attend as
many seminars as | can. This
past weekend | participated in
the Landmark Forum and |
highly recommend everyoneto
attend this.

It is hard to explain exactly
what the Forum is without ac-
tually going through the three
daysyourself. What it promises
isawhole new world of possi-
bilities and the ability to make
aquantum breakthrough in any
of the most important areas of
your life.

These can be financial or
business related, but also in
terms of relationships with our
families and society, our own
health, or basically any areain
which we feel there’s room for
improvement.

The course promises the
possibility of acomplete trans-
formation and it did not
disappoint.

While the course allows
each participant to focus on
any area of their life where
they would like to make a
breakthrough, one area in
which many do is financial.

The Forum wasfirst recom-
mended to me by a childhood
friend with whom | had done
some pretty extensive and
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rough travelling around the
US. As someone who had
dropped out of high school in
ninth grade, not many would
have placed him on their * most
likely to succeed’ lists.

However, he now earns
about a half amillion dollars a
year running his own business.
He not only credits Landmark
education as essential to his
business success, but alsoto his
happy marriage and relation-
ship with his children.

Heisjust one of many who
have gone on to accomplish
amazing things after attending
the Forum. | briefly men-
tioned it to one of my retired
clients who had been very
successful as a venture capi-
talist, and sure enough he had
done the forum as well.

Landmark Forums are not just limited to those searching for better financial results. Photo: Nazareth College

It is an essential piece of
the education process for the
side business | do with my
wife, and | think it is not lim-
ited to people searching for
better financial results.

If you would like to have
new possibilities for your re-
lationships with friends and
loved ones, alife free of fear
and the kind of life you have
always dreamed of, then
Landmark Forum is a must.

Of all the education | have
done in my life the Forum
probably represents the best
value.

You can learn more about
the Forum by visiting
www.landmarkworldwide.co.th/
. The Forum is conducted in
English with Thai translation,
so anybody can attend even

here in Thailand.

| earn no commission of
any form by mentioning this,
by the way, but hopefully you
will make the world a better
place once you realize that
you are capable of achieving
anything you decide to create.
Hurry up because the course
is popular and usually fills up
at least a month or two in
advance.

David Mayes MBA resides in
Phuket and provides wealth
management  services to
expatriates around the globe,
focusing on UK pension transfers.
He can be reached at
david. m@faramond.com or 085-
335-8573. Faramond UK is
regulated by the FCA and provides
advice on pensions and taxation.

Beating inheritance tax easy, says expert

THE inheritance tax law will
take effect on February 1 but
wealthy families can keep
taxmen away from their fortunes
by setting up holding compa-
nies, a prominent lawyer said.

Under thelaw, theextraincre-
mental of an inheritance worth
over 100 million baht will be
taxed at between 5-10 per cent.

The best way to keep taxmen
away is to minimize the value
of inheritance, said Chinapat
Visuttipat, a partner of Siam
City Law Offices, during apre-
sentation to Kasikornbank
clients last week.

“ Assets should betransferred
to a holding company, chiefly
land plots,” Mr Chinapat said,
adding that this should be done
as soon as possible, asthe Trea
sury Department’'s new
appraisal value would be effec-
tive next year.

The holding company can
then pay out dividendsto all ben-
eficiaries, hesaid, and despitethe
transfer the owners enjoy full
control of the assets through the
ownership of preferred shares.

Of 100 shares, two preferred
shares with 200 votes are more
powerful than 98 shares owned

by their children with 98 votes,
he said. Importantly, those re-
ceiving the preferred shares
contral thefamily business' reins.

“All the inherited can ben-
efit from the family assets. Yet,
this is not inheritance, but the
pool of assets, which are not
allocated to descendants. Asthe
assets are not passed through,
no tax will be levied,” Mr
Chinapat said.

A holding company isalso a
vehicle to ensure the
sustainability of family busi-
nesses, he added.

— The Nation
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Phuket tour busesattempt to
push out outsourced vehices

By Nattha Thepbamrung

A MEMORANDUM of Un-
derstanding (MoU) between
Chinese tour businesses and
local bus companies is to be
drafted in order to decrease the
number of outsourced buses
used on Phuket, confirmed
Santi Pawai, the Phuket office
director for the Ministry of
Tourism and Sports.

L ocal bus companies pushed
for the MoU due to the alleged
negativeimpact the outsourced
buses have had on their busi-
Nesses.

“The Chinese tour busi-
nesses previously used our
buses,” said Pornsri
Piyachocksakul, abusbusiness
owner. “ TheAndaman Tourism
Association, which is repre-
senting the local bus group, is
dealing with the Chinese tour
businesses and local authorities
to reach an agreement.”

Mr Santi confirmed that sev-
eral requirements have been put
forth and need to be agreed
upon before an MoU can be
drafted.

“In my talks with the Chi-
nese tour companies, three
main demands have been put
on the table in order for local
tour bus groups to gain their
business,” said Mr Santi.

Mr Santi confirmed that several quality-control demands have been made by tour operators.

“One, the bus must be in
good shape and well main-
tained; two, the driver must be
trained, speak politely, have
good manners, wear a uniform
and pass a drug test; and three,
the bus must have insurance to
guarantee the passengers’
safety.”

ICT Initiative may

bulld ‘ smart’ |sland

THE Information and Commu-
nication Technology Ministry
(ICT) is eyeing Phuket and
Chiang Mai as ‘smart cities'
that focus on tech start-ups as
part of amoveto turn Thailand
into the digital hub of Asean.
ICT Minister Uttama
Savanayana said that under the
policy the ministry planned to
roll out pilot projects to drive
the country forward, with the
‘smart city’ plan asone of them.
Phuket and Chiang Mai
could be piloted as smart cities
because of their technology
readiness, location, and cosmo-
politan outlook, he said.
“Currently, thereisalack of
direct governmental support in
terms of direct investment and
direct policies to support tech
start-ups, but there are relevant
supports such as the support
scheme provided by the Soft-

ICT Minister Uttama Savanayana.
Photo: The Nation

ware Industry Promotion
Agency,” he said.

‘Smart cities would be the
fifth pilot project introduced
over the next three months, Mr
Uttama said.

“The ICT Ministry plans to
steer the existing budget, espe-
cialy the budget for the student
tablet scheme, to be used for run-
ning the pilot projects,” he said.

— The Nation

While discussions are still
under way, the Andaman Tour-
ism Association is compiling a
list of bus companies that
would like to join the associa-
tion.

“After bus companies have
been enlisted inthe association,
it will be more convenient to

organize and improve the qual-
ity of service,” Mr Santi said.

“Additionally, once bus
companies have joined, al re-
placement buses, in the event
that one breaks down, will be
supplied by other companiesin
the association, so therewill be
no need for outsourcing.”

FOR ALL ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENTS, HARD-
WARE & AIR CONDITIONERS GO TO KEEHIN

p—

! Afu KEEHU

ON BYPASS ROAD, PHUKET

Sales tel: 076 261450 fax: 076 261456-7
Service tel: 076 261460 fax: 076 261464

108/18, Chalermprakiet Rd (By Pass) , T. Rassada, A. Muang
Tel: 076- 261 470 Fax:076-261477 Email: sales@baansukapun.com

Business Buzz

Don't for get
the database

ALMOST every businessthese
days has at |east some form of
website and social media
presence.

What still amazes methough
is how few are creating a data-
base.

Companies are spending a
collectivefortune on social me-
dia and websites, but all this
becomes an expensive brand-
ing exercise if you do not
understand what you are doing.

The critical step that most
businesses are missing is using
that exposureto build their data-
base. | am not just talking about
getting ‘likes' on Facebook, but
actually collecting respondent’s
details as a client relationship-
building management tool.

Once you have created your
database you can then keep
marketing to people you' ve at-
tracted, and as long as you
provide them with quality con-
tent, they will not leave.

Simon Wetherell is a Social Media
Expert, Lawyer, Best-Selling
Author & International Speaker.
He now resides in Phuket where
he trains businesses and
individuals on how to profit from
the Social Media industry. For
more information go to http://
PhuketOnlineMarketing.com or
call him on 095 085 3355.

™

-, FHUKET

Iwm“l ONAL LAW FIRM

Tel

info@phuketinternationallaw.com
www.phuketinternationallaw.com

:091-078 9595
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This week’s eve

Central Fegival Phuket ' N P
marks 11" anniversary |

Central Festival Phuket celebrated its11 anniversary on September 12 with a
string of fun events, including a mini performance by popular Thai actor Porse
Saran, a fashion show and the Central Phuket Ideal Awards 2015.

Seen at this special ceremony are (from L — R) Wirawath Piamwiwattikul and Pornthip
Piamwiwattikul, president and managing director of Pornthip Phuket Company; Panat

e WA 5 A
Pookpho, Central Phuket Store GM; Pacharawat Wasikarn, GM of Earth Media Company;  Panat Pookpho, Central Phuket Store GM (2™ from left) together with Thai actors Porse Saran

Wirachai Pranveerapaiboon and Kanokpan Pranveerapaiboon, CEO and real estate  (1*right) and Boom Piyaphun (1* left) welcome Phuket Governor Nisit Jansomwong (3" from
managing director of The Attitude Club. Photo: Pacharawat Wasikarn left) as chairman of the opening ceremony. Photo: Pacharawat Wasikarn

VIP
Phuket

toursim talk

A VIP dinner business panel discussion on ‘Phuket's Tour-
ism Future — Public and Private Sector Plans’, organised by
the British Chamber of Commerce in collaboration with the

Seen at the panel discussion are (from L-R) Richard Marco, Amari Phuket’s hotel manager; Dr Punlop Singhasenee,
Phuket vice governor; Anoma Wongyai, director of TAT Phuket Office; Dale Lawrence, president of SKAL Thailand;
Grenville Fordham, from Image Asia Company; Nick Porter, Movenpick Hotel’s GM; and Chris Thatcher, BCCT’s vice Netherlands, Fren(?h and German chambers of commerce,
chairman. took place at Amari Phuket’s Rim Talay Restaurant recently.

iking for PSS _ s
Charity ke

A total of 30 cyclists from Malaysia, Singapore, the Phil-
ippines, Indonesia and Thailand joined the Apex Club of
Penang’s 3 Apex 850 endurance bicycle ride from Phuket
to Penang for four days from August 27 to 30. The charity

'ride ra_\iﬁd fund_Sfor the e(_jucation of disadvantaged people  phuket City Mayor Somjai Suwansupana (middle) joins bikers at the starting point of the endurance bike ride at the
in their respective countries. Royal Phuket City Hotel.
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nts in Paradise

PEMEX 2015

Phuket International Airport Emergency Plan Exercise 2015 (PEXEM 2015)
was recently held to ensure the safety of the airport for passengers, entrepre-
neurs and employees in keeping with the International Civil Aviation
Organization’s policy.

L ’_"_'_, W 1§ 2 L
o amﬁ"'guumﬁ

g

Phuket Governor Nisit Jansomwong, the training exercise’s chairman, gives a speech to
launch this year’s drill. Photo: Pacharawat Wasikarn

Full Moon
Party

Xana with Attica brought Thailand’s world-famous Full Moon Party to Phuket
on August 29 to the delight of alarge number of party-goers who enjoyed danc-
ing to both house music and DJ beats.

Full Moon Party.

)qBangkok

irways

ASIA’S BOUTIQUE AIRLINE

Phuket Golf Festival 2015

August - September

Package only for Thais and local expats.

Mission Hills Phuket

Laguna Phuket Golf Club

Golf Resort & Spa 076-270991, 076-324350
076-310800, 076-310888 Green fee: 2,850 baht
een.fee: 2,600 baht (includes caddy, golf cart)

For more infomation:
TAT : 076-212213,076-211 036

Blue Canyon Country Club
076-328088

Phuket Country Club
076-319200, 076-202186
Expats green fee: 2,800 baht
caddy: 400 baht

For special air tickets only for this package please contact Bangkok Airways : 076-225033-5
Return ticket | Bangkok - Phuket 3,690 baht | U-Tapao - Phuket 3,690 baht | Chieng Mai - Phuket 5,790 baht
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Maroon 5
stops over
1IN Phuk

s et

James Valentine of Maroon 5
(4" from left). Photo: Thanyapura

SUPERSTARSfrom the Ameri-
can pop rock band Maroon 5
took to the tennis courts of
Thanyapura last week for a bit
of downtime between concerts.

James Valentine, the band’s
lead guitarist, took advantage
of theworld-class Phuket facil-
ity for some practice and afew
friendly matches with the Spin
and Slice Team.

“It wassuch asurpriseto see
Maroon 5 playing on our ten-
nis courts,” said Timo
Sivapruksa of Spin and Slice.

“ James was such a nice guy
and played tennis with several
people over the weekend.

“At first, we didn’t even
know who hewas, so | think he
felt quite comfortable knowing
that he could enjoy his holiday
without being crowded by fans.”

Theband has now left Phuket
for a series of concerts around
Asia, including two sold out
shows in Bangkok next week.

— Phuket Gazette

Sorm-sunk ship salvaged for dive site

A LARGE section of the Cam-
bodian-flagged cargo vessel
that sank near Coral Island has
been moved to Koh Racha Yai
in the government’s effort to
support the scubadiving indus-
try in Phuket and Krabi.

The piece of Sinaran
Andaman was placed on sand
at a depth of about 30 meters,
far from where it could impact
coral reefs in the area, said
Thanet Munnoy, chief of the
Phuket office of the Depart-
ment of Marine and Coastal
Resources (DMCR).

“The structure will make an
interesting dive spot for the area,
especialy after it beginsto attract
marine life,” Mr Thanet said.
“Previoudly, locals had sunk a
motorbikeand afew other pieces
of broken shipsin an atempt to
draw diversto the area”

Locals from the island re-
quested that the Marine Office

R

The ship was placed on sand at a depth of about 30 meters off Koh Racha Yai. Photo: DMCR

approve the plan to move a sec-
tion of ship bemovedtothearea

“However, we had to ensure
that there were no contaminants
or anything still on board that
could be harmful to the envi-
ronment,” Mr Thanet said.

“Our investigation found it to
be clean enough.”

Once approval was granted,
the DMCR, the owner of the
Sinaran Andaman, and the
owner’s insurance company
worked together to move the

section of the ship toits current
location.

The 67.6 meter long multi-
purpose cargo vessel was one
of several shipsto sink during
rough weather earlier in July.

— Kongleaphy Keam

Australian boarding school fair to be held at RPM

MORE than one million baht
worth of scholarships, study tri-
als and fee reductions are being
offered by various schoolsat the
CETA Worldwide Education’s
inaugural Australian Boarding
and Day School Fair on Octo-
ber 4 running from 1pm to 5pm
at the Royal Phuket Marina.
The exhibition is organized
in conjunction with the Austra-
lian Education Assessment
Services and supported by the
Australian Trade Commission,

as well as the Australian Em-
bassy in Thailand.

Seven secondary schools
will bein attendance, including
co-educational schools, day
and boarding schools, girls-
only schools, boys-only
schools, International Bacca-
laureate, foundation study
schools and a specialist En-
glish-language preparation
school for secondary schools.

Based on 13 years of experi-
ence working closely with Thai

students in Australia, Andrew
Gray, CETA smanaging director,
said that the students achieve
more than just an academic edu-
cation — they also develop a
broader world perspective.
“Parents and students should
use this opportunity to visit the
various school exhibitors to as-
sess if the schools that they are
interested in canrealy meet their
needs academicdly, socialy and
emotionaly,” Mr Gray said.
“The information gained

by face-to-face discussionsin
a focused environment, with
such alarge variety of quality
schools at the fair, will be
more effective than visiting
their websites. You are ableto
visit all theleading Australian
private schools in just one
day.”

Admission is free, though
attendees are requested to
preregister at www.ceta.co.th/
registration.

— Phuket Gazette

WHAT’S ON

September 28. Super Moon
Super Blues
Black & Blue will bewailing
into the night as they host a Su-
per Blues Event at Bliss Beach
Club during the Super Moon
Monday night, from 7pm to 12.
Thiswill bethemusical event
of the year for Phuket with no-
table guest artists such as Pjae
Stanley, K PJand Bobby Blues.
The food too will be afabu-
lous showcase of several chefs
who will put out their finest
soul food dishes to help Chef
Garfield of Bliss.
Thegalaeveningisa'Fun-
Raiser’ for Rotary Club of
Patong Beach (RCoPB) with
proceeds going to the club’s
charity fund, which supports a
number of projectsfor children.
Prepaid tickets are 2,000
baht, while tickets at the door
are 2,500 baht.

Ticket are available at the
Gazette office, Bliss Beach
Club and through RCoPB.

There will be auctions,
raffles and door prizes.

October 23. Chulalongkorn
Memorial Day
Chulalongkorn Day com-
memorates the reign of Rama
V, who is best remembered for
introducing many progressive

MONDAY 28 SEPTEMBER
SEVEN TO MIDNIGHT

reformsand for the abolition of
slavery in Thailand.

October 30. Phuket Tourism
‘By The Numbers at
AMCHAM Event

The American Chamber of
Commerce (AMCHAM)
Greater Phuket Chapter will
present a tourism event led by
STR Globa’s Area Director for
Asia/Pecific Jesper PaAmaist at

Outrigger LagunaPhuket Resort.

STRistheleading global per-
formanceindicator for hotelsand
will showcase the past, present
and future outlook for theidland.

Mark Simmons, Outrigger
Hotels and Resorts' vice presi-
dent of sales and marketing in
AsiaPacific, will join Jesper on
stage and lead adiscussion pro-
viding insights on strategy in a
volatile marketplace.

Registration begins at
4:30pm. The session runs from
5pm to 6pm.

Admission is open to the
public and is 100 baht for non-
members.

Tosignupfor theevent please
visit www.amchamthailand.com
or contact SarudhaNetsawang at
orn@amchamthailand.com.

December
Bhumibol
Birthday

HM The King's birthday is
also marked as Father’s Day in
Thailand, with festivities
taking place throughout the
country. Make sure to keep
checking the Gazette for local
celebrations.

5. HM King
Adulyadej’s

December 10. Constitution
Day

This day commemorates
the promulgation of Thailand's
first constitution by HM King
Prajadhipok (Rama V1) in
1932. Parades and fireworks
take place throughout the
country.
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Keep It Green

TROPICAL gardens, for ava-
riety of reasons, need plenty
of attention. Take the case of
Patima’s garden in the Land
and House estate. Her busy
life as a computer expert
means that she has little time
for horticultural activities,
and her partner is more inter-
ested in compression ratios
than common oleanders. Get
the picture?

A low-upkeep garden is,
laudably, what Patima both
wants. So, thisisan object les-
son for other busy readerswho
are new to gated community
life or whose gardens may
need attention.

The plot, on three sides of
the property is not large, but
therein lays one of the prob-
lems. One area, originaly laid
with Malaysia grass, is how
mostly bare soil. The culprits
are a large Indian cork tree
(millingtonia) at one corner
and an evergreen mango, with
a dense crown, nearby. A sec-
ond cork tree stands guard at
another focal point. Nearer the
house are two very substantial
royal palms.

I have nothing against
Indian cork trees: they
look beautiful with their
distinctive pendant white
blooms. But these specimens,

;"'
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Turnmg over anew leaf

Because of her busy life, Patima has not had tlme to maintain the upkeep of her garden.

more light, things looks
healthier. The steps are
flanked by two large, neatly
clipped ficus benjaminas.
They look in reasonable nick
(about two meters tall),
though the leaves are not as
dense as they should be, and
the root systems are precari-
ously close to the house
foundations. Between these
and the front gate aretwo size-
able foxtail palms, somewhat
past their best.

A mixed picture. Sowhere
should we start? Back to ba-
sics with the soil. It would be
a good idea to make raised
borders at the perimeters by
adding top soil or mixing the
existing stuff with bags

apparently of  compost,
planted as ma- : adding some
turetreesseven _‘ Patima wants to granular fertil-
years ago, are  iImprove and to set  izer and then
now so large gyt as an Objective maybe defining
that they are | ¢ her b the edges with
usurping all esson for other bUSY  natural stone or
the sunlight readers who are new small bricks.

and, with their The area in-

large root sys-
tems, most of
the nutrientsin
the restricted
space. As a
general rule,
roots and branches spread
over similarly broad areas, so
the impact made by these sub-
terranean radicals is
profound.

Borders, though not clearly
defined, exist near the perim-
eters of the property, and afew
shrubs are vaiantly struggling
with the conditions — for ex-
ample a couple of yellow
peruvians, some leggy
polyscias (both in need of prun-
ing) and nearer the house, some
gardenias.

In front of the portico, and
coincidentally where there's

to gated community
life or whose gar-
dens may need
attention.

side the front
and side wall
could then be
planted with
small, hardy
shrubs such as
ixoras, tabernaemontanas,
russelias and periwinkles, or
larger shrubs such asmurrayas,
gardenias, or durantas. Bouga-
invilleas, which are both
colorful and tolerant, would be
ideal. Maybevariegated foliage
plants — dracaenas or crotons,
even a climber or two such as
allamanda withitsyellow trum-
pets, or a free-blooming
Rangoon creeper.

Container plants are worth
considering, especialy in the
short term, since they are a
moveable feast.

Asfor the grass, it is prob-

ably best forgotten, at least in
the bare areas. | would opt for
a covering of pebbles, with
maybe some squares of natural
stone — less upkeep for busy
people who nonetheless cher-
ish their gardens.

If you have gardening or
environmental concerns, contact
Patrick Campbell at
drpaccampbell@gmail.com. His
creative and academic publications
can be found at his website: Green
Galoshes Wordpress.

Tip of the week:

Robust Rudllias

| HAVE commented before
on the surge in popularity for
wild petunias or ruellias.
This flower was rarely seen
in Phuket a decade ago, but
is now a common sight in
public plantings. That's be-
cause it is very easy to grow
and ruellias flower more or
less continuously and comein
two attractive shades — deep
pink and a distinctive violet.

Slender-leaved ruellias
cope well with most situa-
tions, but prefer moist soil.

Plant nursery owners know
this: once their ruellias get
leggy and start to bloom less,
they cut them back to a few
inches and re-pot the cuttings.
The success rate is very high,
so in no time at al, you can
have abed of these distinctive
flowers. Remember though
that the ruellia is not dubbed
the ‘three o’ clock flower’ for
nothing, as the papery blooms
fal in mid-afternoon.

reen”.

life in Nature
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ultihulls here, there, everywhere

On Deck
By Duncan Worthington

L OOKING around the marinas
and anchorages of Phuket, it is
apparent that there has been a
significant shift in the type of
boatsthat call Phuket home. It's
not an entirely new trend, but
the move from single to mul-
tiple hulls has certainly gath-
ered steam in recent years.

A healthy local boat building
industry with apredispositionto
multihulls has clearly played a
role in that, but what is it that
makes a multihull the boat of
choice for agrowing number of
people?

“Because they make so
much more sense than a mono
in amost every regard. Space,
stahility, safety, they have an
ideal layout for charter, easy ac-
cess to water and are easy to
maneuver,” says Andrew de
Bruin, Multihull Solutions'
general manager for South East
Asia

Having opened Multihull
Solutions' first Asia office in

What is it that makes a multihull the boat of choice for a growing number of people? Photo: Multihull Solutions

School. These nifty day-racers
hit the water at the Multihull
Solutions Regatta and Cape
PanwaHotel Phuket Raceweek
thisyear, providing some excit-
ing racing and alot of fun, and
are now set to become sail
training vessels.

Having arrived on theisland
less than aweek ago, the latest
addition to the multihull char-
ter fleet, and possibly the
largest, is a brand new
Fountaine Pajot Victoria 67.
Sold by Multihull Solutions,
Arabella is owned by a Chi-
nese-based hospitality group,
Naked Sail, which will be of-
fering the 67-foot catamaran
for bespoke sailing trips in the
area.

Sowhat’snext for multihulls
in Phuket and beyond?

“I see more and more
multihulls in Phuket and the re-
gion, and | hopeto see achange
in marina layouts and charges
wherethey are not penalized by
excessive mooring charges.
There have been many positives
happening with Thai Customs
and boat import lawsin general

2014 in Phuket, de Bruin is
confident of building on the
company's more than 10 years
of successinAustraliaand five
yearsin New Zealand.

“We represent a selection of
quality multihull brandssuch as
Fountaine Pajot, Privilege,
Catana, Tag Yachts, Corsair
and Neel Trimarans. We are
also the exclusive importer for
Fountaine Pgjot catamarans in
South East Asiaand have plans
to open offices in Singapore
and other locations over the
coming year,” he said.

A number of local multihull

builders and charterersinclud-
ing Asia Catamarans, Charter
Catamaran, Faraway Yachting
aswell asthe stable of Pescott-
designed catamarans that have
been built locally such as the
Whitehaven Series and Firefly
850s, to name just afew, have
hel ped this multihull boom and
with it the racing scene too.

Most local regattas have
seen a growing number of
multihull fleets competing and,
with the advent of the Multihull
Solutions Regatta, anew eraof
multihull racing was ushered
onto the island.

However, it’sthe charter po-
tential of multihulls that is
arguably the driving force be-
hind more boat owners opting
for multis over monos.

Phuket's charter market is
the envy of many of itsregional
neighbors. The cruising
grounds along the Andaman
coast have helped position
Phuket as the marine play-
ground of Asia and a famed
charter destination globally,
with multihulls now coming to
the fore.

“Their practicalities lend
themselves to the tropics and

shallow cruising grounds,”
noted de Bruin.

While Phuket’s larger charter
agents still have predominantly
monohull fleets, the trend to
multihullsismoving apaceasan
increasing number of individu-
ally-owned multihulls are being
offered on the charter market in-
dependently and through agents.

Thisincreased charter inter-
est for multihullsis, by default,
driving sales. Phuket’s largest
multihull purchase to date, at
least in terms of numbers, was
the recent order of four Corsair
Pulse 600s by Krabi Sailing

over thelast few years, and with
afew more small changes, | see
Phuket and Thailand in general
becoming the absolute yachting
hub of South East Asia,” de
Bruin said.

Duncan Worthington is a long-time
Phuket resident and through
Infinity Communications
(www.infinity-comms.com)
consults to leading consumer
brands, hospitality and marine
clients in Thailand. In his 'spare
time' he runs the marine portal
www.MarineScene.asia.
#OnDeckPhuket

Thaland'sfirg Tha, femae marl na manager takesreins at RPM

ROYAL Phuket Marina confirmed the
appointment of Thailand's first Thai,
female marina manager, Woranart
Wongvanich.

Ms Woranart has worked in
Thailand's marine industry for more
than 20 years, more than 10 of those at
Royal Phuket Marina, where she has
worked her way through the ranks to
her current management position.

“Joining Royal Phuket Marina at the
beginning, | have enjoyed being part of
the devel opment team and have seen the
marina and facilities grow. | admire the
vision of the chairman, Mr [Gulu]
Lalvani, who is always looking to de-
velop the company and marine tourism
in Phuket, and am very proud of his
confidence in appointing me as the
marina manager,” said Ms Woranart.

Being the only Thai female marina

Woranart Wongvanich has been with the Royal Phuket Marina for more than 10 years.

manager in Thailand, and one of just a
few Thai nationals who have ever held
the post, MsWoranart acknowledgesthe
importance of team work.

“Themost enjoyable part of my work

at Royal Phuket Marina is the marina
team. They are passionate and profes-
sional. | am proud to be a part of this
team and together we strive to
deliver the best service possible to our

customers,” added Ms Woranart.

Prior to embarking on a career in the
marine industry, Ms Woranart worked
in the travel industry and made a name
for herself in companies such as
Diethelm Events (Phuket), Tropic Asia
Tours, The Travel Company, Fast Boats,
Asia Voyages and The Pansea Resort.

Ms Woranart brings this hospitality
and tourism experience to the table in
her new role and is confident in the po-
tential of Phuket and Thailand’s marine
leisure tourism.

“It's encouraging that the central
government sees the importance of ma-
rinetourismfor Thailand. Here at Royal
Phuket Marina we look forward to
working closely with government offi-
cialsin all departments to promote and
develop the industry further.”

— Phuket Gazette
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andforests, it wasanother thing

New T C Boylean emotional dud

By James Eckardt

SINCE 1982, T. Coraghessan
Boyle haswritten 15 novels, of
which I’ve read ten. The first
two — Water Music and Bud-
ding Prospects—are among the
funniest novels ever written.
The latter is about marijuana
growersin northern California;
theformer, improbably enough,
about 18th Century explorer
Mungo Park’s expeditions up
the Niger River.

Boyl€e's tone has since mel-
lowed and his interests
wandered from Alfred Kinsey
and Frank Lloyd Wright to
Alaskan homesteaders and
Mexican immigrants.

His latest, The Harder They
Come, beginswith asuperb epi-
graph by D.H. Lawrence: “The
essential American character is
hard, isolated, stoic and akiller.
It has never yet melted.”

This applies to Adam
Stensen, a 25-year-old schizo-
phrenic who is at home in the
forests of northern California.
He calls himself ‘Colter’ in
homage to John Colter who
joined the Lewis and Clark ex-
peditionin 1803 and wason the
verge of returning to civiliza-
tionin St Louiswhen heturned
aroundto liveinthewilderness
as the first mountain man. For
seven years he trapped beaver,

Both the father and the son in the novel have a Iove for Callfornla s forests. Photo: Ken March

narrowly escaping torture and
death from hostile Blackfoot
Indians.

For Adam Stensen, his own
beaver peltsarethe poppy plants
heisnursing to produce balls of
opium. Despite hisfragile men-
tal state, trapped ona‘wheel’ of
hyper-alertness and fugue, heis
keenly attuned to the forces of
the forest: “The rain was com-
ing at the windows like the
ocean turned upside down and
the Noyo swelled up and
gouged at the banksand took the
big logsand bouldersdownwith
it so you could hear them grind-
ing like teeth.”

The novel openswith abril-

liant set piece. Adam’s father,
Sten, a70-year-old Vietham vet
and retired high school princi-
pal, iswith hiswife on acruise
to Costa Rica.

At the entrance to a national
park, his tour group is con-
fronted by three robbers, one
armed with a pistol, two with
machetes. Sten grabs the one
with the gun, puts him in a
chokehold and kills him. He
becomes a reluctant hero back
home in Californiawhere heis
aleader of agroup called * Take
Back Our Forests which aims
to drive out Mexican marijuana
growers who are poisoning the
wildlife of state and national

Bon Jovi giving rock a good name

FANS of the American rock
group Bon Jovi were pleasantly
surprised when the band an-
nounced a show date in
Bangkok for September 15.

Bangkok was not originally
included in their Asialeg of the
tour, but was added after the
band's two shows in Shanghai
and Beijing were abruptly can-
celled due to ‘unforeseen
reasons' . The hastily arranged
concert in Bangkok was orga-
nized by Live Nation BEC-Tero
and held at Impact Arena
Muang Thong Thani.

The occasion will mark the
long-overdue return of Bon
Jovi to Bangkok after their only
show back in 1995 at the Thai
Army Stadium.

“It's great to be back here
again and we find it’s impor-
tant to do what people enjoy,”
said lead singer Jon Bon Jovi
at a press conference before
the concert. “We'll be doing
hits, as well as some new
songs like We Don’t Run.

Jon Bon Jovi is flanked by keyboardist David Bryan (left) and drummer
Tico Torres during a press conference to announce their surprise
concert in Bangkok. Photo by Watcharachai Klaipong

Wear comfortable shoes and
warm up your voice because
you' |l be dancing and singing
alot.”

“We appreciate the enthu-
siasm and we can promise you
that we'll give our all.”

Drummer Tico Torres

added: “We love you guys.
We're glad to be back.”

The band now consists of
Jon Bon Jovi, Tico Torres and
keyboardist David Bryan, as
guitarist Richie Sambora |eft
the group in 2013.

— The Nation

forests.

Hewas no racist —he' d seen
the demographic shift in the
school population over the
years, the Swedes, Norwegians,
Italians and Poles who'd
worked the lumber mills when
they were still agoing concern,
giving way ever so gradually to
the Hispanics who cleaned
their houses, repaired their
cars, stocked the shelvesin the
supermarket and made up the
beds for the tourists.

All this had meant nothing
to him, immigrants in a nation
built on them — but when they
destroyed the land, drove
people out of their own parks

altogether.

The third character in this
novel isSaraHoverty Jennings,
a middle-aged divorcee who
works as a farrier and substi-
tute teacher.

She's a radical libertarian
whose rejection of the laws of
Cadlifornia cause her to be ar-
rested for not wearing a seat
belt and then resisting arrest.
For her pains, both her car and
her dog are impounded. She
gets her car out first and then
plots with a spaced-out hitch-
hiker to steal her dog back from
the government shelter.

The hitchhiker is Adam
Stensen and after they liberate
her dog, she takes him back
home for a celebratory dinner
and a night in bed. She knows
he is damaged mentally, but
can't resist his hard, young
body. The two set up house-
keeping in the forest home of
Adam’s late grandmother.

Theplot spirasoff into mad-
ness and murder, abetted by
Adam’s possession of aChinese
Norinco assaullt rifle. The prob-
lem is that the reader doesn’t
care much. Adam is too opaque
and too far gone to spark much
sympathy, while Sara is too
ideologically rigid and emotion-
aly scattered. Sten Stensen is
heartbroken by his son’'s col-
lapse into criminality but
becomes periphera to events. In
the end, the reader is left cold.

WANT TO VISIT LIVE
OR STUDY IN AUSTRALIA?

#%

Migtation Agents
Regnration Nurnber
1464595

o o

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION

<M:ﬁ 5

Tel: 095-085 3355 | www.AustralianVisaPhuket.com

Looking for a place to stay?

See more classified ads at www.phuketgazette.net
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Supply overload s_h&e budget condo sector

By Nina Suebsukcharoen

THE budget condominium seg-
ment both in Phuket and many
other citiesin Thailand is now
suffering from the large supply
flooding in over the past 5to 7
years, Phanom Kanjana-
thiemthao, Managing Director
of Knight Frank Chartered
Company said this week.

This low-end market, with
unitscosting just over 1 million
baht to around 1.5mn baht and
1.8mn baht, has also very
clearly been impacted by
Thailand's slower economic
growth with the Asian Devel-
opment Bank getting ready to
revise down its projected GDP
growth for this year from the
current 2.9 to 3 per cent, be-
cause of the disappointing
expansion of only 2.9 per cent
in the first half.

However, Mr Phanom men-
tioned that buyers of all
segments of residential proper-
ties are unlikely to be greatly
affected by the National Re-
form Council recently rejecting
the draft constitution by a vote
of 135-105 with seven absten-
tions.

Foreigners who had already
planned to buy property here
can still do so whether or not
there is a new constitution.
There are no laws blocking
them and what they were pre-
viously permitted to do they
can continue doing.

“I think issues about the new
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charter might not have as
strong an impact as local eco-
nomic problems, plus the
economy in Europe and Asia,
and the problem of currency ex-
change.”

Another factor undermining
the ability of local people to
buy a property is that their in-
come has not increased at the
same pace as property prices
which have jumped over the
past 5 to 7 years, Mr Phanom
explained.

THE CLEAT

* Fully Furnished
* Freehold
* Finance Available

The Marina Sea View Condominium

076 238 948 www.krabiboatlagoon.com

Developers have had to hike
prices because land costs have
markedly increased with con-
struction costs too having
steadily gone up.

“So it’s understandable why
they cannot maintain the old
prices,” he said.

While previously develop-
ers reduced the smallest unit
size from around 30 square
meters to approximately 22
sgm to bring prices down, Mr
Phanom pointed out it would be

difficult to reduce the unit size
any further.

On the other hand, the
luxury and high-end marketsdo
not appear to have changed
substantially because buyersin
this segment have money and
arein a strong position to buy
property regardless of the eco-
nomic conditions.

“If their businessis not good
they might delay buying for a
bit, but this group, if they find
aproperty they like, areinapo-

sition to buy.”

With Phuket’'s market di-
verging in many directions
from modest budget condos to
posh million-dollar villas, in-
vestors tempted to jump in
right now are advised by Mr
Phanom to focus on return on
investment and only go in for
well-managed developments,
with hotel-brand properties per-
haps being the safest choice.

“Theissueisthat prices have
not dropped, theinitial costisthe
same while the market does not
show a clear positive sentiment.

“Sowe haveto ask ourselves
whether the timing is good for
an investment. However, there
are some projectsworth invest-
ing in, these are run properly
like a hotel and offer readily
rentable units that generate in-
come which we can see.

“But there are alot of prop-
erties which are not really for
investment.”

Knight Frank Chartered’s
boss added that developers of -
fering buyers 5 to 7 per cent
guaranteed return for a certain
number of years arein fact in-
directly giving buyers a
discount because they dare not
openly slash prices.

“Investors have to focus on
the operation, management and
the ability of these properties
to generate income in future as
otherwise they would only get
income during the period the
developers pays and perhaps
nothing at all after that.”

Novotel to renovate Phuket resort

NOVOTEL plans mgjor reno-
vations of its resort in Phuket
to attract guests from emerg-
ing markets in order to secure
a5 to 10 per cent growth next
year.
Pobchai Jivavisitnon, owner
and managing director of
Novotel Phuket Resort and
Novotel Phuket Vintage Park,
said the company is planning
to spend 70 million baht to re-
furbish its resort.

Major renovations at the
Novotel Phuket Resort will
include upgrades of the swim-
ming pool and additional pool
access, publicfacilities, the spa
and the restaurant.

All work is scheduled to be
completed before November
next year, at the start of
tourism’s high season.

The resort was opened 20
years ago with 215 rooms as
one of the first international
hotel chains on Patong Beach.

Mr Pobchai said 60 per
cent of the resort’s guests had

Novotel Resort. Photo: Gazette file

traditionally been from the
European market, while the
rest were mostly from Asian
countries.

“The hotel currently has av-
erage occupancy rates as high
as 85-87 per cent. Luckily,
there was no negative impact
from last month’s bomb blast
in Bangkok.”

The chain’sother hotel inthe
Patong area, the three-year-old
Novotel Phuket Vintage Park,
servesmainly theAsian market,
at 60 per cent, with the rest

mainly being from Europe.

It has 303 rooms, a 2,000-
square-meter swimming pool,
one of largest in Phuket, and
runs at an average occupancy
rate of 85-87 per cent.

Mr Pobchal said both hotels
were expected to gain morebusi-
ness in the remaining months of
theyear, asthey had seen signifi-
cantly more arrivals from
emerging marketssuch asChina,
India and the Middle East.

“Next year, | expect that my
two hotels will be able to in-
crease their occupancy rates by
5to 7 per cent from this year,
and increasetheir room rates by
7 to 10 per cent.”

According to areport by C9
Hotelworks, arrivals at Phuket
International Airport roseby 11
per cent from 2.8 million in the
first half of 2014 to 3.1 million
in first six months this year.
Chinaand Russiaaccounted for
more than 50 per cent of inter-
national passenger arrivals.

— The Nation
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Pitfallsin Tha property market

Property Watch
Desmond Hughes
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INEVITABLY, | haveseen afair
amount of unethical and im-
moral behavior in Phuket con-
nected to my work and experi-
ence of clients. This, combined
with the huge changes in the
Phuket business; infrastructure;
development and demograph-
ics, has lead me to conduct a
quick mental check onwherewe
stand in Phuket when it comes
to morals, and how this relates
to one of Phuket’'s most impor-
tant markets — property.

| would like to set out afew
examples of some common
moral issues and | will leave it
to you to draw your own con-
clusions.

IT ISEASY FOR
FOREIGNERS TO OWN
LAND IN THAILAND

It is quite clear under Thai law
that foreigners are generally
prohibited from owning land.
There is no deception there.
The issues that have arisen
from this prohibition are that
many don't like the law and try

to find ways ‘around’ the prob-
lem. Foreigners can lease land.
A Thai corporation can own
land, but not solely for the pur-
pose of owning land. Foreign-
ers can own buildings. These
have become, | hope, com-
monly known facts.

Even though it islegal for a
Thai person to own property in
the UK, for example, | haven't
heard of many Thai people be-
ing accused of ‘circumventing
UK law’ inrelation to property
restrictions.

= _a

If a developer owes money to the bank, it is unfair not to inform potential buyers. Photo: Images Money

| TOOK A RESERVATION
DEPOSIT AND THE
BUYER WITHDREW

If there is one way to destroy
the market you work in, being
unfair on potential buyers who
will clearly discuss their expe-
riencewith other potential buy-
ersisasurefire way to contrib-
ute to negative impacts on the
property market.

For adozenyears| have seen
miscommunication, misunder-
standing and unfortunately quite

afew cases of immora unfair-
ness in relation to ‘reservation
deposits'. A reservation deposit
for a property is security for a
seller against costs incurred by
timewadters. If apotential buyer
places areservation deposit and
then uses the sellers' time and
their advisers time, and simply
withdraws without cause, they
should lose some money if not
al of their reservation deposit,
if the amount is fairly small.
However, if a seler has mis-
sold something —maybe told the

) LAGUNA

PARK

PHUKET

PHUKET
GOLF CLUB

laGuna

FREE GOLF
MEMBERSHIP*

buyer they are buying ‘ freehold’
when they are buying leasehold,
or a variation of leasehold, and
the buyer feels uncomfortable
about that and wishes to with-
draw, then the money should go
straight back to the reservation
holder. Further, if the buyer finds
out there is an issue with the
property, or aseriousdefect, they
should get their money back.

HONESTY ON
FINANCIAL POSITION

When it comes to off-the-plan
property when sales require
large payments from buyers to
fund construction, if the devel-
oper already owes money to the
bank and the paymentsareapri-
ority, it is unfair to take money
from potential buyers without
firstinforming them very clearly
that the developer has some
debtsthat must be repaid as part
of thefinancia equation. | have
seen many situationswhere buy-
ersare shockedto learn of areg-
istered mortgage against the
sametitle that they thought they
were investing in.

It would be great to seemore
honesty in the world generally
and Phuket is no exception.

*Terms and Conditions apply

Modern Townhomes and Villas
Adjacent to Laguna Phuket
Safe and Secure Environment
Exclusive Owner Privileges and Discounts at

Banyan Tree Group Resorts, Spas and Retail Galleries

For more information or to arrange a visit to show units at the Property Centre in Laguna Phuket,
please call 076 362 333 or visit www.lagunaproperty.com
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PROPERTY FOR SALE

CONDO FOR SALE

URGENT SALE!
KATABEACH

Beautiful 2(big)-bedroom
apartment. 140sgm. Fully
furnished. Low mainte-
nance. Quiet and safe area.
400m from the beach. Ex-
tremely interesting of-

BEST VIEW AND AREA
IN PATONG

Condo for sale: Enviroment
is very quiet, lovely houses,
no traffic, cul-de-sac and
lots of greenary, enjoy walk-
ing, 5-minute drive to central
Patong, 73sgm, 4 years
built. So far no one has lived
in this condo. All new interior.
Very low management fee.
8.5 million baht. Freehold.
Tel: 081-107 4036. Email:
phuket0007 @ gmail.com
See more photos and info at
http://phuket0007.wix.com/
sale-property-phuket

BEAUTIFUL POOLVILLA

4 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms
on 800sgm land in Rawai/Nai
Harn area. Enclosed living
area of 260sgm. 75sgm
pool. 12.75 million baht. Tel:
087-267 1282. Email: david

rosamond @ outlook.com

PROPERTY SERVICES

fered at bargain price for
55,000 baht a square meter.
To visit call Thiery at 081-
618 7295. Email: tvanhole
@yahoo.com

Royal place condo, 3fl at the corner with swimming
pool view, 45sgm. Fully furnished.

Pls contact 086-476%9612 | annanoil @hotmail.com

HOUSEHOLD
HELP

FIND YOUR DREAM PROPERTY
NOW ON

DDproperty.com

NO.1 PROPERTY WEBSITE IN THAILAND

3 RAIIN PATONG

CHALONG For sale. Near Simon Cabaret.
BEACHFRONT Chanote title. Ideal for hotels and té\cl)EirlmN Qﬂﬁglﬁe aregiver in
condos. Contact John. Tel: 089- 9 9

POOLVILLA r
_ America. All travel expenses

paid. Luxury private living space.
Looking for female caregiver,18-
40 years old, to assist with one
senior female and one female
special needs child. Excellent
salary. Must speak some En- oviosdOu  FOR FREE. |
Free hold. 5.5 million baht. Tel:  glish. Tel: +1-0763-498 4722,
084-625 5090 (English). Email:  Email: jwetterlind @intravantage.
yamu.hills.sunrise@gmail.com com

GENERAL CLASSIFIEDS

Alcoholice

724 1505.

1 RAI - 180° OCEAN VIEW
YAMU HILL

1 rai, 180° ocean view. 24hr se-

curity, water & electricity supply.

Thallanes Leading Proponty Site

"M DDproperty

For sale / rent, 3 bedrooms.
Contact Siriporn. Tel: 089-
649 9939. Email: siri_phu
ket@changrunner.com

BUSINESS

OPPORTUNITIES

Little Einstein

Preschool and Childcare Centre

Newest child educdation facilities in Chalong, Phuket. Provides Early Childhood

English Education Programme to develop and equip early leamers for future

studies. Our lessons are conducted in both English and Thai. We offer fun and
stimulating preschool activities, surounded in a happy, safe environment.

PHUKETMAP.COM
FORSALE

3 highly lucrative domain names
for sale: phuketmap.com, phu
ketmaps.com and phuket-map.
com. All 3 for 1 million baht. Cha-
long. Tel: 082-007 0700 (English
& Thai). Email: korphong@
hotmail.com

Anonvmoilie

If you want to drink
that is your business

DRV
Wiy

LAGUNAVILLA

Playgroup 1 - 18 months old up to 2 years old
ONLY 26MB

Playgroup 2 - 2 years old up to 3 years old
Nursery - 3 years old up to 4 years old
Kindergarten 1 - 4 years old up to 5 years old
Kindergarten 2 - 5 years old up fo leaving for primary school

911 Chaofa East Road, Phuket. Tel: 096-873 9372 (English), 093-257 0557 (Thai).
Website: www.litfieeinstein.webzmp.com Email: einsteniané8@yahoo.com

CLUB MEMBERSHIP AVAILABLE

REAL ESTATE AGENCY
FOR SALE
Turn-key business, great in-
come, has bookings already.
More information, please contact
by email: b_gholami@hotmail.

UTAINSONNS
Daily Meetings

Greatly reduced for quick | ©°™ Patong, Phuket Town,
sale, this four-bedroom Chalong, Surin, Karon
luxury Llagun: Outrigger AGRICULTURAL - : LAGUNA GOLF CLUB
Villa is at the lowest price PRODUCT PHUKET COUNTRY MEMBERSHIP
Enzo ESEMPI International Co., 081-895 4763 CcLuB For sale. Valid until June 2031.

on the market and a great
home or rental investment.
Tel: 080-694 7887 (English).
Email: james.harris@za
vannagroup.com

Ltd is seeking a Thai supplier to
make monthly export purchases
of peanuts, pistachios and can-
died fruit. For more information,
please call 094-587 5262.

084-307 7408

Email: phuketaa@yahoo.com
Google | AAPhuket

Golf membership. 460,000
baht. Negotiable. For more
information, please call 081-
089 1407.

1 member, 3 associates. Price
negotiable. Hong Kong. Tel:
+852-09-152 0346 (English) or
email. Email: case @everaert.
net
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THAIVILLA & POOL
NAIHARN
2-bedroom villa in Soi Naya,
37,500 baht/month. Long term.

RECRUITMENT

ATTRACTIVE FEMALE
WANTED
25,000 baht++ for an enthusias-
tic, attractive Thai female to as-
sist in running a restaurant
in Phuket town. Must be fun
& speak English fluently. Tel:
087-884 8271 (English & Thai).

APARTMENT MANAGER
NEEDED

Thai national, speak English,
hotel experience. Female pre-
ferred. Starting at 20,000+ baht.
Patong. Tel: 085-694 6463 (En-
glish & Thai). Email: solitude
001@aol.com

CLX THAI launches an exciting opportunity for
a Graphic Production Coordinator with high
professionalism in graphic products and skilled
in languages, combined with creativity and flair
to join our highly productive team.

CLX

THAI

Position: Graphic Production Coordinator

(Thai/German or Thai/English)

Tel: 083-396 4007. Email: mer
vyn.crocker @yahoo.com, http:/
/sites.google.com/site/mervyn

+ Catalogue and magazine composition processes

crocker/home "-'”.‘ « Product visual understanding, supported by your multi-lingual skills
':b‘ '!' + Translate creative requirements
o = + Coordinate and support team on follow-up projects and deliveries
CHALONG AREAHOUSE BLUE ELEPHANT

Desir: kill Experience:
+ Good communication skills in Thai, German and/or English language
+ Knowledge of Adobe products is an advantage

1-3 bedrooms. Quiet area. Fully
furnished. Tel: 081-892 4311.

Blue Elephant is one of the finest Thai Cuisine in Thailand with a reputa-
tion of authenticity and excellence. Blue Elephant stays true to the

Website: http://palaigreen. culinary culture and influences of Thailand. With 11 branches located in
weebly com major destination throughout Thailand and oversea. We are seeking high + Willing to learn new skills
’ Ela”betrl individ_uacll rfnatching the following profiles; « Previous corporate experience is an advantage
rgently required for;
1 Please submit your resume with a recent photo to: Recruitment@clxthai.com
CONDOMINIUM Restaurant Supervisor (Phuket branch) - 3 positions
JUR'ST'C PERSON - Male/female, Thai national, 35 years old maximum

CLXTHAI Co., Ltd. 44 Moo 3, Palai Soi 2, Chalong, Muang, Phuket 83130.

- Bachelor's degree or higher in related field

- Minimum 5-year experience in management level in food industry

- Pleasant personality, service minded and having good knowledge of
Thai cuisine is an advantage

- Fluent in English is essentail

We offer experienced CJP man-
ager and property management
services. Email: development@
AssetManagementSolutions

-380653. Fax: 076-3

-G t fici MS Offi d able t POS syst
Phuket.com : GgomdpFeZ;an;c;Idc:nw ( ice) and able to use system PROPERTY LISTING
- Work under pressure Siam Real Estate is looking for SALES MANAGER
CHALONG BEACH : Eﬂhilﬂ.wor: gl aled & it s ar MR a new, part-time member to | DVC looking for experi-
HOUSES * Multi-fask, organize, manage time and handle administrative work take property listings and photos | enced timeshare SM. Good

Tel: 076-354355-6 Mobile: 089-470 6103 Fax: 076-3543593
Email: phuket@blueelephant.com

package + WP for right can-
didate. Patong. Tel: 076-
342794. Email: hr@david
vacationclub.com

around Phuket. Must have own
transport. Good commision. For
more information, please call

Beachfront pool villa, 4 bed-
rooms: 25,000 baht. Duplex, 3
bedrooms: 12,000 baht. Town-

house: 14,000 baht. www.house
rentalsphuket.com

APT-HOUSE - VILLA
SALE/RENT
Short/long term. 1 rai land with
Chanote. 7 million baht. Tel:

081-538 2110.

ACCOMMODATION

AVAILABLE

7,000 BAHT / MONTH
Attached house, 2 bedrooms,
big garden on sea canal, near
Boat Lagoon. Contact Mee. Tel:
081-892 4311.

TOWNHOUSE
SUPALAICITY HILL

For sale (2.8 million baht) or
rent (12,000 baht/month) in
Supalai City Hill Estate,
Phuket Town. 3 bedrooms,
2 bathrooms, quiet, conve-
nient location, furnished, full
kitchen, decor, garden, car
park, 2 aircons. Available
from Sep 2015. Tel: 089-874
0061, 086-291 4115. Email:
stephenfein @ gmail.com

076-288908. Email: jobs @siam
realestate.com

LAW FIRM SEEKING
ADMIN ASSIST.

Combined admin and sec-
retarial role requiring: 1)
Good English. 2) Office ex-
perience. 3) Assisting with in-
voices and petty cash
records. 4) Teamwork atti-
tude. 5) Ability to work under
pressure. Monday to Friday.
Salary: Subject to experi-
ence: 20,000 baht upwards.
Tel: 082-889 7897 (English).
Email: desmond@hughes

krupica.com

BOATWORKER

Cleaning, sanding, painting. For
more information, please call
099-013 4172 (English). Phuket
Boat Lagoon. Email: boatcrew
wanted @ gmail.com

BAR & LOUNGE
MANAGER - PATONG
Experienced Thai female, 30
years old, English speaking, at-
tractive personality. Excellent
wage + profit share package.
For more information, please
call 062-830 7754. Email: pierre.

zabbal @ gmail.com

Phuket Gazette

tatives.

As part of its expansion into national markets, the
Phuket Gazette seeks two advertising sales represen-

Advertising Sales

» Thai, age at least 26, with an outgoing personality
» Bachelor's degree in marketing or related fields

» Experience in sales and marketing

» Good command of spoken and written English

» Must have own transportation and driver’s licence
» Alert, self motivated and goal driven

Qualified candidates are invited to send a CV
and writing sample by email to Anna @ PhuketGazette.Net

The Phuket Gazette Co Ltd
79/94 Moo 4, Thepkrasattri Rd, Koh Kaew
A. Muang, Phuket 83000
Tel: 076-273555 Fax: 076-615240

' British

International School, Phuket

British International School, Phuket is looking for candidates
to fill positions in the following areas:

School Nurse ( 1 Position )

* Thai national

+ Bachelor's degree of nursing or higher with active licence
« At least 2-year experience in nursing

« Computer literacy is essential

* Good spoken and written English

+ Service minded

* Interpersonal and problem solving skills

* Challenge job-oriented

* Team player

Human Resources Officer ( 1 Position )

* Thai national

+ Bachelor's degree in human resources, administrative, business
laws or related fields

+ Some experience in staff recruitment, responsible for taking care of

long-term visa for foreign teachers and administration work

« Proficiency in using computer and able to read and speak English

« Good personality, human relation and service-minded person

Library Officer ( 1 Position )

* Thai national

« Bachelor's degree in library studies

» Experience in library system databases

* Good communication and interpersonal skill

* Good command of written and spoken English
« Proficiency in MS office

+ Good team player and service mined

* New graduates are welcomed

Please send a short letter of application, Curriculum Vitae, recent
photograph by email/fax and telephone contacts of referees to
British International School, Phuket
59 Moo 2, Thepkrasattri Road, Koh Kaew, Muang Phuket 83200
Tel: 076-335555 Ext.2113 Fax: 076 335573.

Email: sirirats@bisphuket.ac.th, kojchapanl@bisphuket.ac.th
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GENERAL AVIATION WHEELS & MOTORS

1999 ROBIN 2160i

Selling Robin aircraft or trade
it for a 4-seat Cessna or
Piper (based in Hua Hin).
The Robin: TT AF 300hrs.
SMOH 60hrs. Well-equip-
ped, two-seat aerobatic air-
craft. Has the Christen in-
verted oil system. King
KMA24 audio panel, KX155
nav/com, KI203 vor, KY197A
comm, KN64A dme, KR87
adf, KT76A transponder, CS
PA400 i-com, FP5 fuel com-
puter, CHT, OAT, Pitot heat.
4 million baht. Email: thos_
w @ hotmail.com

AIRPLAY ALTIS
MICROLIGHT
Superb trike with Konig radial en-
gine. Great economical fun. Little
used. Please call 089-111 6457,
081-397 7598. Email: kajoda
1954 @yahoo.co.uk

YOUR HELICOPTER

Flying and owning your own
helicopter has just become
possible. Free complete
flight instruction course with
your purchase. For more de-
tails, please send email to
pat@aeropromgr.com

If you would like to: —_ e

e Learn to fly

e Buy or hanger a plane, or

TECNAM P-92

- Price: 1.5 million baht

- Registration: U-B08

- Year of Manufacture: 2002

- Equipment: Full standard
equipment

- Engine: Rotax 912-80hp
350hrs. Tel: 081-840 8418.

HAVE A PASSION
FOR AVIATION?
If you have an aircraft for sale or
an interest in aviation and wish to
learn how to fly or buy an aircraft
or arrange a private flight, etc,
please see our website at www.
aeropromgr.com/newsletter

PROTON SAVVY

2004 TOYOTA AVANZA
Excellent condition. 65,500km.
Gold with black interior. Auto-
matic. 250,000 baht. Kamala.
Tel: 076-385909, 087-277 5216.

PICK-UPS

Only 200,000 baht. Proton
Savvy 2011. 70,000km. Au-
tomatic. Leather seats. Tel:
081-788 8280, 090-163 21
40 (Thai).

2011 HONDA JAZZ
(1.5 SV AT)

27,000km, excellent condi-
tion inside and outside. Full
Honda service history. No
any accidents and damages.
Many extras. 440,000 baht
0O.N.O. Chalong. Tel: 086-
2809421 (English), 087-091

ISUZU DMAX

Auto 2009. Tornado red.
New tyres. New battery. Tow
bar. Rack. Service history
and Blue book. Drives like
new at 55,000km. 520,000
baht. Rawai. Tel: 080-432

4772 (English). Email: stee

e Build or rent a hangar
beeb@gmail.com

Call Robert: 081-810 4510 (Eng. Ger.)

6382 (English & Thai).
Email: dirkfish @ hotmail.com

RENTALS

TOYOTA VIOS TRD
13,000 / MONTH
TRD Sportivo 2015. DVD + navi-
gator. Camera. Low season:
13,000 baht per month. Rawai.
Tel: 082-805 9676. Email: irlak
777 @yahoo.com

O6y4eHue 1 noAeThl BOKPYT MxykeTa:
+66 94 386 2294, no-pyCcCKM.

HONDA CITY
10,000 BAHT / MONTH

CAR + ROOM
20,000 BAHT / MONTH

Cars for short- or long-term
rent with free delivery ser-
vice. For more information,
please call 081-607 8567.
Email: suksavat@hotmail.
com Please see our website
at www.phuket-carrent.net

See Phuket from abov_e
Book a trial/ =

CARS FOR RENT

Car + studio room. Price for
low season: 20,000 baht/
month. Tel: 081-607 8567.
Email: suksavat@ hotmail.
com

Short- or long-term rent with
first-class insurance. Deliv-
ery service. For more infor-
mation, please call 086-690
0626. Email: bcarrent@hot
mail.com

CARS FOR RENT
During August to October we of-
fer monthly rate from 10,000
baht, Toyota Vios, Honda Jazz.
Tel: 085-655 2613 (English &
Thai), 084-847 4377 (English).

Book now: 0935 92 7558
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SEA RAY 390

40ft luxury yacht with reliable
fuel saving, twin CAT diesel
375hp engine. Two cabins,
head, aircon throughout, new
teak deck, full kitchen / galley.
Tax paid. 3.752 million baht.
Tel: 02-910 3384, 089-777 2366
(English & Thai). Fax: 02-910
3385. Email: athitapichari@
gmail.com

September 19 - 25, 2015

THAILAND’S LEADING BROKERAGE AND NEW YACHT DEALERSHIP

IL. EFE MARINE

Spzterrtctional S8 arire OBrok

—_—

SINCE 1997

Sunseeker Manhattan 73 (2013)
1,499,000 GBP

Prestige 46 (2004)
220,000 Euro
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE POWER & SAIL LISTINGS

WWW.LEEMARINE.COM

SUN DANCER 280
FOR SALE
New inboard engine Mercury
300hp x 2. Urgent for sale. Price:
2.2 million baht. For more infor-
mation, please call 081-968
3118, 081-271 3228. Email:
info@pro carpentering.com

NOW IN STOCK

At our Boat Lagoon and Yacht
Haven outlets. Seaflo range of
bilge pumps, macerator pumps,
water pressure pumps, bilge
blowers, battery switches, etc.
Very competitive prices! Fortress
Anchors coming soon! Andaman
Boat Sales. Tel: 084-842 6146.
Email: boats @andamanboat
sales.com

GULF CRAFT 33
WALKAROUND 2007
Twin 250hp Suzuki 4 strokes
(low hours). Good electronics
package. Asking only 2.55 mil-
lion baht. Bring offers. Tel: 084-
842 6146. Email: alangiles
@boatshedphuket.com, www.

boatshedphuket.com

POWER TEC
OUTBOARDS
Coming soon to our Boat Lagoon
and Yacht Haven outlets. With a
2-year warranty for pleasure
use. Great prices. 10% discount
on dinghy / outboard packages.
For details contact Alan Giles.
Andaman Boat Sales. Tel: 084-
842 6146. Email: boats@anda

manboatsales.com

VISION 49 SLOOP (1982)
45hp Volvo MD22. If you are
looking for a comfortable cruising
yacht at a very reasonable price
and capable of winning regattas
this could be the one for you.
Only US$69,950. For details
contact Alan Giles. Andaman
Boat Sales. Tel: 084-842 6146.
Email: alangiles@boatshed
phuket.com, www.boatshed
phuket.com

BRAND NEW 2015
KAWASAKI

Ultra 310R 1,500CC/310,
four-cylinder engine, moto-
cross-style, sport seat. For
more information, please call
081-754 7599. Email: Sam

@mfjetski.com

Martin Holmes Jim Poulsen

Tel: +66 81 891 7057

Tel: +66 81 891 3237

Marcus Overman Mark Heath

Tel: +66 81 968 1437

Prestige 440s (2011)

o

L
INSURANCE ‘-»*
Lambert Brothers

Insurance Brokers

o Boat insurance quotations
from different insurers

o Competitive rates

e Comprehensive coverage

e All other types of
insurance provided

Contact Khun Paew, Ton , Jane
at our office

Phuket Boat Lagoon
w(@lambertbrothers.co.th

Tel:+ 66 76 273 385

www.lambertbrothers.co.th

SUNSEEKER
CARIBBEAN 52 (1992)
Twin Detroit 550hp diesels.
Many recent upgrades but still
with some work to do. Asking
only US$129,000. Bring offers.
Tel: 084-842 6146. Email: alan

giles@boatshedphuket.com

BAYLINER 325 SPORT

CRUISER 2007
Twin 260hp fuel-injected Mer-
cruisers, just overhauled. Class
leading space in cockpit and in-
terior. Realistically priced at just
2.8 million baht. Tel: 084-842
6146. Email: alangiles @boat
shedphuket.com, www.boatshed
phuket.com

259,000 Furo

BAVARIA 390 LAGOON
1990.L.0.A. 12.15m. New mast.
Running and standing rigging.
Sails 2015. Built in the days be-
fore Bavaria was run by venture
capitalist and bean counters! Tel:
084-842 6146. Email: alangiles
@boatshedphuket.com, www.
boatshedphuket.com

Tel: +66 81 787 9408

Outremer 50 ( 2001)
320,000 Euro

Dream 23 m ( 2006)
1,300,000 USD

Pershing 46 (2010)
399,000 USD

RIVIERA 48 FLYBRIDGE
(2000)
2 x Caterpillar 660hp diesels. 6-
month engine guarantee. Must
sell, owner’s new boat has ar-
rived. Only 9 million baht. Nego-
tiable. Tel: 084-842 6146. Email:
alangiles@boatshedphuket.
com, www.boatshedphuket.com

S&S 36 Sloop ( 1970)
45,000 Euro

Pershing 50 ( 2009
400,000 Euro

Silver Princess PC 530 ( 2014)
475,000 USD

MACINTOSH 47 CUTTER
(1988)

Yanmar 4JH4-TE 75hp diesel
(2006). Just refitted. Great life
aboard. Realistically priced at
just US$110,000. Tel: 084-842
6146. Email: alangiles @boat
shedphuket.com, www.boat
shedphuket.com

Classified Advertisements

Please use this form to write your classified advertisement.
Then hand it to any of our agents.

BN U O O O O LB

B O O O O O O s O
B O O O O O O s O
B O O O O O O s O
B O O O O O O s O
B O O O O O O s O

Classified ads are charged per line. Each line is 140 baht,
with a minimum of 4 lines (heading included) per ad.

All advertising must be paid for in advance.

Deadline for Property Gazette page: Friday 3 pm.
Deadline for all other ads: Saturday 12 noon.
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‘Under The Sun’ lips escape L ondon

By Isaac Stone Simonelli

LISA Allen emerged from the
fantastical set of the Blue Pe-
ter garden, where she and afel-
low BBC information technol-
ogy employee had settled in for
lunch. That was the day in
1996, or at least she thinks it
was the day, that she met the
makeup artists for Celine Dion
and the Bee Gees in the BBC
Lottery Studio.

“1 decided | needed to make
acareer changeto feed my cre-
ative urges. That day changed
my life,” Lisa bubbled as she
drank her latte at Gallery Cafe
in Chalong.

Lisahas since garnered more
than 100,000 followers to her
business Facebook page ‘Lisa
AllenMake UpArtist’ and done
the makeup for more than 1,000
weddings, carefully calming
bridezillas with her quintessen-
tial hair-salon small talk, an
impressive designer makeup kit
and some serious experience
under her belt. She has worked
with big starsshooting in Phuket
—applying makeup for RitaOra
and anti-shine to the face of
Snoop Dog. However, it dl re-
aly started with her mum, a
hairdresser in London.

Now, all littlegirls, and afair
share of little boysin Thailand,
find themselves at one time or
another experimenting with
their mum’s makeup: base,
powder, eyeliner, eye shadow,
mascara, blush, primer, con-
ceder, lip liner, lipstick and the
list just goes on.

Though Lisanow packsmore
than 100 shades of red lipstick,

it was the warm golden-orange [

glisten of her mother’s Boots '
No. 7 ‘“Under The Sun’ lips that
first enticed her into the makeup

plied to the beauty therapy
program at Kingston
College back in En- |
gland. She was“*
accepted and promptly 4
turned it down to work
asatravel agent.

“1 have no ideawhy | did
that,” she said witha laugh.

Eventually, travel

world. She eventually ap- /

=73

how. Then,
found herself full _
circle after meeting |
themakeup artistsfor g
the stars. She en-
rolled in the Brushstroke.co.uk

program for makeup and hair photo and final rendering:
Adriano Trapani

for media and television.

)

“We learned everything
from straight makeup to period
makeup, hair and styling,” Lisa
said.

The first four or five years
was a bag of cats with Lisado-
ing hair and makeup, even
dipping back into I'T whenthere
was a drought in makeup artist
and television work.

“I went from having
money to having no money,
it was a nightmare. |
\‘J__ _ struggled at first.

S % Then, you'djust get

in with the right

people.

“Sol workedin
TV and film and
| ended up
working
for a

| ’
i

WINDOW DESIGN AND AWNINGS CO., LTD.

70/89 M.4 Chowfatawantok Road, T.Vichit, A.Muang Phuket 83000
Email: arunsawadde@hotmail.com
www.tentphuket.com, www.windecor.co.th

£Y+66 (00897246914 [§+66 (0) 76 216 447 [E)+66 (0) 76 216 448

few bits and bobs, | worked for
a really old television series
called Last of the Summer Wine
for the BBC,” Lisarecalled.
“Whilst working for a well-
known TV series, they booked
mefor an extraset and cancelled
onmeat thelast minute. 1’ d had
enough. | needed to get away.
She escaped dreary England
with afriend to Koh Tao to sort
out her PADI Divemaster.
After abotched experience as

an underwater videographer that £ )

ended with her getting tiffed
by her employer in Aus-
tralia, she came back to
Thailand to do her PADI {
Instructor Development %
Course, but decided to go 4
to Phuket for it.
“1 got into Kata. Got up
the next morning. Went in
to Calypso Divers and met
Mark, we fell in love.

night out in Patong. And he said
yes, poor guy. We got married
two months later. That was
about 13 years ago.”
Eventually, word got out that
Lisadid makeup, and did it well.
Using her IT skills she built a
websiteand registered LisaAllen
Make Up Artist in Thailand.
“Each year it's gotten bigger
and bigger and bigger. And I'm
trying to stay up to
AN Cate with my
S skills.”

——

“| proposed to him two { \_—

. Weeks later after a

OUR PRODUCT LINE INCI:UD
WINDOW DESIGN AND AWNIEI%S

+

<4 Tension Membranes Product
4 Retractable Awnings
< \ertical Awnings

4 Canopy

4 Tents and Warehouse Tents
4 Drop Arm Awnings

4 Pergola

4 Insect Screen

4 Sunscreen Roller Blinds

|

ISSMN 1905 - 8268



	September 19, 2015
	News:
	National News:
	Opinion:
	Business:
	Life & Style:
	Property:
	Classifieds:


