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‘THERE IS NO NEED TO BE AFRAID’

er the blas

B |dand prepares
for damage to the
tourism sector

SECURITY measures were increased
throughout Phuket following the devastat-
ing bombing of a tourist destination in
Bangkok that killed at least 20 people and
injured 125 on Monday night.

Phuket Governor Nisit Jansomwong has
called for residents and tourists not to
panic, as members of the tourism industry
prepare for theimpact of the deadly attack
on arrival figures.

“Thereis no need to be afraid,” Gover-
nor Nisit said. “We are increasing
surveillance at checkpoints on the island
and may set up additional checkpoints as
needed.”

Thegovernor noted that the checkpoints
might cause tailbacks and del ay traffic, but
emphasized that his number one priority
was public safety.

Theofficersat the Tah Chat Chai check-
point, the gateway to Phuket, have been
ordered to boost security checks of ve-
hicles and people coming onto the island,
confirmed Phuket Provincial Police Com-
mander Patchara Boonyasit. Additionaly,
security forces have been ordered to moni-
tor tourist attractions and crowded areas
on the island.

Security measures have also been in-
creased at Phuket International Airport.

“Normally, we enforce strict security
measures through the officers who work
at the airport. However, we are now re-
ceiving the help of the Royal Thai Navy
and local police in order to further ensure
the safety of al those using the facility,”

Four tourists
succumb to
deadly waters

TREACHEROUS waters
claimed the lives of four for-
eignersthisweek, and nearly
afifth, had it not been for the
quick action of lifeguards.

Three of the five victims
were swimming in no-swim
ZOones.

Full story Page 3

Love and compassion immediately followed the terror caused by the blast. Photo: The Nation

said Monrudee Gettuphan, the director of
Phuket International Airport. “We are
monitoring activities inside, outside and
in the surrounding area of the airport.”
The tragic bomb blast appeared to tar-
get Bangkok’s Erawan Shrine, which is
popular with Chinese tourists who are

Phuket's and Thailand’s largest in-bound
tourism market.

The improvised three kilogram TNT
explosive device was placed under a chair
close to the fence of the...

Continued on Page 5
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Turkish tourist
arrested with
99 fake cards

KRABI Police arrested a Turk-
ish tourist and a Thai woman
for the possession of 99 fake
ATM cards in Krabi Town last
week.

Teke Onur Mustarfa, 36, and
Kanitha Saramee, 45, have both
denied the charges of making
and using fake bank cards.

The two suspects are be-
lieved to have dready made a
number of withdrawals using
the cards. Also in the couple's
possession was about 240,000
baht in cash, said Krabi Provin-
cid Police Deputy Commander
Boontawee Toraksa.

—Winai Sarot

Tha Navy rad
unearths dirty
diggersin north

A ROYAL Thai Navy raid dug
up nine men working at an il-
legal excavation site that local
officialsare allegedly involved
in.

The men were arrested on
two different Mai Khao plots of
land that have unclear borders
that aremost likely overlapping
with preserved forest land, said
Lt Sompop Kamkana of the
Royal Thai Navy. Additionally,
one of the plotsis on top of a
mountain. The slope is greater
than 30 degrees and is more
than 80 meters above sealevel,
which automatically makes ex-
cavation illegal.

Thelower plot has been dug
deeper than three meters, which
requires a permit from the
Natural Resources and Envi-
ronment Phuket office, Lt
Sompop noted.

The five-rai mountain-top
plot was being worked on by
Phuket Mitrmitree Co Ltd,
while the lower 10-rai site was
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Guinnessworld record
by ‘Bike

for

Mom’
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VIDEO REPORT: People on Phuket, and throughout Thailand, smashed the Guinness World
Record for most cyclists riding at the same time on Sunday with the ‘Bike for Mom’ event honoring
HM Queen Sirikit’s 83" birthday. For the full story, visit PhuketGazette.net. Photo: Phuket PR

being worked on by Saha
Utsahakam Lae Suanyang Co
Ltd.

Both companieshad excava-
tion permits issued by the Mai
Khao Local Administration
Organization (OrBorTor), but
they expired threeyearsago, Lt
Sompop said.

Police seized a total of five
backhoes and eight dump
trucks from the sites.

Thearrested men alleged that
Ma Khao OrBorTor President
Sarawut Sisakukam was the
owner of the lower plot of land.

Phuket Governor Nisit
Jansomwong has created a
committee to investigate Mr
Sarawut, as well as other Mai
Khao OrBorTor staff, about the
process of issuing the permits.

— Nattha Thepbamrung
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Phuket ‘ debt
settlers found
with grenade

THREE people were charged
for the possession of aM 65 gre-
nadefollowing their return from
‘clearing up’ a debt problem at
a karaoke in Srisoonthorn.

Officers searched the vehicle
after flagging it as suspicious
when it approached acheckpoint
just south of Tesco Thalang.

Police named the driver as
Songchai Nianhorm, 38, and
the passengers as Nampon
Horhao, 34, and Wijitra
Chawee-In, 34.

Since none of them stepped
forward as the owner of the
explosivedevice, al threewere
charged for the illegal posses-

sion of aweapon of war.
—Winai Sarot

Sasher attacks
more than 50
motor vehicles

POLICE apprehended a sus-
pect for allegedly vandalizing

more than 50 vehicles in the
Thalang National Housing Vil-
lage on August 16.

Sunthorn Somkhan, 31,
from Rawai, gave confused ac-
counts about slashing the tyres
of cars and vans, as well as
smashing their windows and
slashing the seats of motorbikes
in the area.

Given the mixed up testimo-
nial provided, police believe
that Mr Sunthorn might be suf-
fering from a mental disorder.

Police have asked relatives
of Mr Sunthorn to report to the
Thalang Police Station with
any information that could ei-
ther back or refute the theory
that the man’sactionsweredic-
tated by a mental disorder.

He was charged for damag-
ing property.

—Winai Sarot

Patong officer
tranderred over

police brutality
alegation

THE police officer charged for
allegedly beating a Patong
bouncer in June has been trans-
ferred to Surat Thani while the
investigation is underway,
Patong Police Superintendent
Chaiwat Auikam said.

The investigation follows
more than 100 Patong nightlife
employees protesting on the

street on June 10, after Holly-
wood Discotheque security
guard Kamolchai Singhakerd
was alegedly beaten by Lt Col
Sorapong Chukaew of the
Patong Police. Mr Kamolchai
later filed charges against Col
Sorapong.

Lt Col Anukul Nuket, whois
heading the case, confirmed that
the investigation is underway.

“The investigation will be
lawful and fair for both par-
ties,” Col Anukul said. “The
parties have yet to sit down and
talk. No settlement has been
reached yet.”

— Kongleaphy Keam

AoT yet to st
Phuket launch
date for APPS

AIRPORTS of Thailand (AoT)
has yet to confirm the exact
Phuket launch date for the Ad-
vance Passenger Processing
System (APPS), which will see
all international passengers
paying an additional 35 baht for
background checks.

Themain objective of imple-
menting APPS is to save
passengers and government
offices time, as well as to im-
prove the country’s security.

According to Department of
Civil Aviation (DCA) regula-
tions, the airport is alowed to
check and screen all passengers
inadvancefor security purposes.

Additionally, AoT has the
right to collect afee not exceed-
ing 50 baht per passenger per
flight on these transactions.

The APPS will be applied at
Suvarnabhumi (BKK), Don
Mueang (DMK), Phuket
(HKT), Chiang Ma (CNX),
Mae Fa Luang in Chiang Rai
(CEl), and Hat Ya (HDY) in-
ternational airports and will
check every passenger upon
each departure and arrival.

— Kongleaphy Keam

Donations mede
for Te Krgard

MORE than 1,500 of Phuket’'s
poorest showed up at the
Kusoldharm Foundation’s
headquarters on Tuesday to re-
ceive food and clothing dona
tions as part of the annual Te
Krajard merit-making ceremony.

In addition to foodstuff and
clothing donations, the founda-
tion also donated 700,000 baht
to renovate the pavilion of
Admiral Prince Abhakara
Kiartivongse, Prince of
Chumphon, at Saphan Hin.

Te Krajard is traditionally
held before the Por Tor Festival,
or Hungry Ghost festival..

— Kritsada Mueanhawong
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Phuket’s sea claams morelives

TREACHEROUS waters
claimed the lives of four for-
eigners thisweek, and nearly a
fifth, had it not been for the
quick action of Surin Beach
lifeguards.

Three of the five victims
were swimming in no-swim
zonesdemarcated by lifeguards
with red flags.

Thefirst life lost was that of
43-year-old Chinese tourist
Chunhua Qi.

Mr Chunhuawaswith atour
group at Karon Beach on Au-
gust 13 when he was swept
away by a wave while swim-
ming in a red-flag zone,
confirmed Lt Col Jongserm
Preecha of the Patong Police.

It took lifeguards nearly 10
minutes to reach Mr Chunhua,
who was | ater pronounced dead
at Patong Hospital.

A day later, Phuket Marine
Police recovered the body of
Korean tourist Seung Jinseo,
46, near Koh Poo.

Mr Seung was swimming in
a red-flag area with his girl-
friend on Kata Noi when he
went missing on the evening of
August 12, Supachai Janphet,
chief of Karon Municipality
Tourist Rescue Center said.

Family confirmed Mr
Seung’s identity for police at
Vachira Phuket Hospital.

On Saturday, a Russian tour-
ist had a brush with death but
was fortunately rescued from a
no-swimming zone at Surin
Beach by lifeguards.

Pavel Ugai, 24, was pulled
out to sea by a strong rip that
took him nearly 250 meters
from shore, Surin Beach Chief
Lifeguard Viroon Chuasaman

Three of the five victims were swimming in no-swim zones designated by red flags. Photo: Chutharat Plerin

“Lifeguards were able to
safely bring Mr Ugai back to
shore within 15 minutes,” Mr
Viroonsad. “ Asaprecaution, he
was taken to Thalang Hospital.”

Sunday’s waters claimed
thelifeof twovictims; 71-year-
old Swiss national Ernst
Krummenacher and 38-year-
old Thi Da of Myanmar.

Mr Krummenacher had gone
out for an early morning swim
at Nai Harn before lifeguards
had arrived, explained Maj
Patiwat Yodkwan of the
Chalong Police.

“MrsKrummenacher said that
her husband started calling for
help shortly after entering the
water. She and friends hurried to
help him and bring him back to

shore,” Mg Patiwat said.

Mr Krummenacher was un-
consciouswhen rescue workers
arrived on the scene. He was
pronounced dead at Vachira
Phuket Hospital.

On Sunday night, the body
of Ms Thi Dawas recovered at
Patong Beach after locals were
unableto stop her from running
into the water.

Ms Thi Da had allegedly
told her employer that she was
in debt and was contemplating
jumping into the sea, Maj
Pathapee Srichai of the Patong
Police told the Gazette.

“People in the area saw Ms
Thi Darunning toward the sea
and tried to catch her. However,
by the time they reached the

What Is the short-term fix
for Phuket publlc transport’>

A NUMBER of projects have
been put in motion to improve
the public transport sector fol-
lowing the cleanup of the taxi
mafia by the National Council
for Peace and Order (NCPO)
last year.

There are many long-term
projects that have been on the
table for years, such as the
light-rail system. However,
there have also been several
new initiatives, from taxi locat-
ing apps to yellow-topped
tuk-tuks.

S0, the Phuket Gazette asks
you: Which new initiative will
havethe greatest short-termim-
pact on public transportationin

Yellow-topped tuk-tuks offer 30 baht rides in town. Photo: PLTO

Phuket? 1) Yellow-topped tuk-
tuks with their 30 baht Phuket
Town rides; 2) GrabTaxi and
Uber taxi locating applications,
3) Expansion of the Airport Ex-

press Busservice; or 4) Thees-
tablishment of new taxi ranks
on the island.

To haveyour say inthispoll,
vote at www.phuketgazette.net.

water, they were unable to find
her quickly enough,” Maj
Pathapee said.

Doctors at Patong Hospital
confirmed the official cause of
death as drowning.

The recent deaths have
prompted yet another warning
from Phuket’s lifeguards.

“There have been many in-
cidents in red-flag zones
recently,” Phuket Lifeguard
Club President Prathaiyut
Chuayuan said. “l would like
to again urge everyone to obey
signs, red flags and the life-
guards warnings — refusing to
do so putsyour life, and thelife
of anyone who tries to rescue
you, at risk.”

— Gazette staff

Four injured in
bus crash on
Patong Hill

The bus rolled backwards into a
taxi. Photo: VR Patong 145.400 mhz

FOUR people were injured
after a tour bus crashed into a
taxi on Patong Hill on Satur-
day morning.

“The bus was exiting
Patong and had almost crested
the hill, when it suddenly
started rolling backward,”
said Sen Sgt Maj Amnuay
Niewthong of the Patong Po-
lice. “It crossed into the
opposite lane, hit a taxi and
finally came to arest.”

The four injured people,
three bus passengers and the
taxi driver, were taken to
Patong Hospital.

Charges have yet to be
pressed against the bus driver,
Amornthep Jantharabut, 29.

“We will investigate the
cause of the accident beforefil-
ing any charges,” Sen Sgt Mg
Amnuay said.

In a single week in July,
three people were killed in two
separate accidents on Patong
Hill that involved over-sized
vehicles.

— Kongleaphy Keam
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M an-sized
cobra found

A WOMAN found herself face
to face with a man-sized cobra
when shewent to hang up laun-
dry at her house in Phuket on
Wednesday afternoon.

The shocked homeowner,
living behind Thalang Hospi-
tal, safely fled the scene.

“Shecalled usfor help,” said
Kusoldharm Foundation rescue
worker Sakun Naepnean. “It
wasabig cobra, maybewith the
girth of an adult’s wrist and
weighing three kilograms.
However, we were able to effi-
ciently bag it.”

The snakewas | ater released
at the Khao Phra Thaeo Wild-
life Sanctuary in Thalang.

“1 would like everyoneto be
careful when it comesto snakes
in Phuket, especidly if youlive
in a house near jungle or un-
kempt properties,” Mr Sakun
said. “Make sure you close
windows and doors properly
before leaving your house.”

— Kongleaphy Keam

o Digital Mammogram*

1o the Breast Cancer Gare and Ressarch Fund.

e ThinPrep

o Mother's Day package
e Pre-pregnancy check-up (male)
e Ovulation stimulation

e Egg collection

e Embryo transfer

e Digital Mammogram + ThinPrep*

» Digital Mammogram + Bone Density Screening*®
**Upon booking one of thesa packages, you are contributing 90 Baht

o Bone Density Screening (whole body)

e Royal Life Hormones & Sexual Health

(with additional FSH + RRT Extradiol + TSH at 1,900 Baht)

e Pre-pregnancy check-up (female)
IVF packages

Fresh funds flow to Chalong Dam

A BUDGET of 180 million
baht has been allocated to
restart the stalled Chalong
Dam project, which was origi-
nally slated for completion in
2013, reveaed Phuket Gover-
nor Nisit Jansomwong in an
exclusiveinterview earlier this
week.

“The project stopped due to
budget issues, as it ended up
costing significantly morethan
planned,” Governor Nisit said.
“With the newly allocated
budget, the contractor will be
able to complete the project,
which is important for resi-
dents in Chalong and nearby
areas.”

The allocated money will
come from the Thai Khem
Kaeng (Strong Thailand) fund,
which was established by
former Prime Minister Abhisit
Vejjajiva. The funds are
expected to be disbursed in
Octaober.

“The project was originally
allocated 449mn baht. How-

Best Deals for | ]
Women's Health
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ever, when we realized it
couldn’t be finished by the
2013 deadline, the budget
was cut,” said Panuphan
Seneewong, site manager and
senior engineer of the Royal

‘!‘*"—_..
Special packages of breast
and cervical cancer screening : ) -
Only in this August

;

; 3,500. | 1,990.-

E 5.000. | 3,000.-

I 7,000.- | 3,999.-

| 1

| 2.300.- \ 1,400.-

I |

! 4,250 - ! 2,500.-

| 12,000 ! 10,000.-

! 12,000 ; 6,900.-

| 1

: 7.200.- ’, 6,500.-

i 3,900 | 3,000.-

until 30 September 2015.)

QIR - PHUKET

The project stalled due to insufficient funds. Photo: RID

Irrigation Department. “At the
time, we had already spent
about 300mn baht.”

A number of unanticipated
issuesinflated the budget for the
project and forced it to a halt.

“We expected adifferent soil
composition at the site, some-
thing with alot more clay that
we could then use for the con-
struction of the east side of the
reservoir,” Mr Panuphan ex-
plained. “ Despite thisissue, we
could have made it work by
continuing to blast the granite
bedrock in the area. However,
we had to stop due to a number
of complaintsbeing filed by the
local community about the
noise.”

With the anticipated clay
and bedrock removed from the
plan, the team had to return to
the drawing board.

“We considered trucking in
the clay we needed, but it
would havejust cost too much.
So, we are using geotextiles to
help reinforce the dam,” Mr
Panuphan said.

“Once the project is com-
plete, the reservoir will be
more than 4 million square
meters.”

— Chutharat Plerin

Beach Police gart rolling
out on routine

patrols

ISLAND officers hit the
beaches on two wheels last
week as the Phuket Provincial
Police deployed the ‘ Phuket
Beach Police'.

“Beach Police officers are
just regular officers assigned
to beach patrol. They will
have the power to make
arrests while on duty,” con-
firmed Phuket Provincial
Police Commander Patchara
Boonyasit. “The idea is to
boost tourists’ and locals’
confidence in their safety, as
well as benefit the officers’
health by having them
exercise.”

Uniforms, bicycles and
other necessary equipment,
with an estimated value of
384,000 baht, was donated by
ThaiBev. Police officers from
every station on the island

The officers’ uniforms and equipment were donated by ThaiBev.

will use the bicycles as their
main mode of transportation
as they patrol the island’'s
beaches and main tourist at-
tractions.

Past methods of ensuring
beachgoers’ safety, such as
checkpoints and car patrols
were deemed unsuccessful,
Maj Gen Patchara noted.

“Each station will be given
four bikes for police to
conduct patrols randomly
throughout the day and night,”
Gen Patchara said. “Officers
from each station will be on a
rotating schedule. Stationsthat
do not have a beach to patrol
will patrol popular tourist
attractions.”

The Beach Police idea was
revealed to the public by Gen
Patchara last November.

— Woranut Pechdee
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..shrine, explained National
Police  Chief Somyot
Poompanmuang. However,
witnesses believe there were
two blasts, with the first bomb
detonated on a motorcycle
parked on the street and the sec-
ond near the shrine.

The bomb near the shrine,
with a blasting radius of about
100 meters, went off at about
7pm, when it is usually packed
with foreign tourists and wor-
shipers.

Thedeath count included five
Thais; four Malaysians; two
mainland Chinese; two Hong
Kongese; one Singaporean; and
one Indonesian. Five bodies
remain unidentified.

Thoseinjuredintheblastin-
cluded Thais, Chinese, Hong
Kongese, Malaysians and
Singaporeans, as well as indi-
viduals from Japan, Oman,
Indonesia, the Philippines and
the Maldives.
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Securlty tlghtened after bomg

Twenty people were killed and 125 injured when the bomb exploded at the Chinese shrine in Bangkok. Photo: The Nation

thought that much of the dam-
age to the industry will be in
Bangkok and the surrounding

area
“The situation obviously af-
fects tourism.

However, 44 k& The people who did it ~ within three
victimsremain targeted fore|gners to hours of the
unidentified, . explosion, En-
reported The damage tourismandthe ¢ 5" |
Nation. economy,’ American and
wh c;l' hedipdeopli? — Prgwut Thavornsiri, ;rsgch emtk)%sé
targeted for- police spokesman already sent

eignersto damagetourismandthe
economy,” police spokesman
Prawut Thavornsri said on Tues-
day morning.

The Thai economy is facing
arisk following the bombing,
said Anusorn Tamajai, dean of
economics at Rangsit Univer-
sity and former Bank of
Thailand board director.

“Asaresult of the explosion
at the Erawan Shrine, Thailand
will probably not reach itstour-
ism target average of 2.3t0 2.4
million visitors a month,” said
Dr Anusorn.

“If uncertainty arising from
unrest can be controlled, then
the number of tourists could
drop by 300,000, with the total
being close to what was
achieved in 2013. However, if
the situation cannot be con-
trolled, the number of tourists
could drop by approximately
500,000 people.

“In a worst-case scenario,
the impact on tourism revenue
for al of Thailand would be
220to 440 billion baht, directly
affecting more than 1.5 million
people in the industry,” ex-
plained Dr Anusorn.

Though experts in the
Phuket tourism industry agree
with Dr Anusorn, they are un-
sure how big theimpact will be
and how long it will last. It is

out warningsto their citizensin
Thailand. Within one hour, in-
ternational television channels
reported the attack worldwide,”
said Satirapong Na Takuatung,
president of the Phuket Tour-
ism Association.

“It’s possible that tourists
who were planning to come to
Thailand will change their des-
tination.

the bombing, the Gazette spoke
with Chinese tourist Sky Yee,
who is currently in Phuket,
about histhoughts on the attack.

“l amvery sadfor thevictims
and their families. However, the
attack hasn’'t scared me away
from Phuket,” Mr Sky said.

“1 understand there will be
some negative effects on tour-
ism in Thailand, and even in
Phuket, for the next few months.
But they won't be permanent.”

A second botched bombing
carried out on Tuesday, when a
explosive device was thrown
from Bangkok’s Taksin Bridge
into the Chao Phraya River, re-
sulted in no fatalities and seems
to have had little impact on the
genera public’'s concerns about
terrorist attacks in Thailand.

Mayanne Woon, a Malay-
sia tourist who visits Phuket

annually, said

However, | am L However,lamnot  she was
not sure how sure how much the shocked and
much the attack . appalled b

will affect tour- attack will affect the bombing,
ism, asthereare tourism. J “| am angry
many flights _ Satirapong Na Takuatung, that — people
that were pre- president of the Phuket died and that
booked. We'll Tourism Association Bangkok has

have to look in

afew monthsto seeif the num-
ber of bookings for Phuket turn
out lower than last year.”

Patong Entertainment Busi-
ness Association President
Weerawit Krueasombut also
expressed his concern about the
situation and its effects on
Patong tourism.

“There are a number of for-
eigners who died in the
bombing, particularly Chinese,
Hong Kongese and Malay-
sians. | think it will definitely
have an impact on Phuket tour-
ism,” said Mr Weerawit

Given the high number of
Chinesedeathsand casualtiesin

been thrown
into complete chaos, al because
of the dastardly act of cowards
who chooseto terrorize innocent
people,” Ms Woon said.

Though the case has yet to
be solved, Ms Woon said that
the attack would not prevent
her from visiting Phuket in fu-
ture and that she believes that
the government can handle the
situation.

“Thailand has had many di-
sasters and | am sure that the
Thai people will pull through
thisone, too,” MsWoon added.
“l am looking forward to my
trip to Phuket next year.”

— Phuket Gazette
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FACEBOOK profile pictures turned
into rainbows following the nation-
wide legalization of same-sex mar-
riage in the United States last June.

The US Supreme Court ruled inthe
Obergefell versus Hodges case that
state-level bans on same-sex marriage
were unconstitutional .

However, a decade ago in Phuket
— now well-known for the flamboy-
antly wonderful Pride Week — the
Asian lesbian, gay, bisexual, and
transgender (LGBT) community
found Karon Municipality being awet
towel when it came to flaming fun.

Despite then-Phuket Governor
Udomsak Uswarangkura having
signed off on the ‘Nation Party’ —the
largest LGBT festival in Asia—Karon
Municipality was worried about ‘the

Queer News 4; Arounp THE
Varion 7; Harrenines 9;
dJoroscores 11; Oursioe In
3oows 16; Kios 17;

What's making Karon Municipality hot under the collar: shirtless revelers at the Nation Party last year |

Karon nixes
gay festival
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KARON (Kom Chad Luck
Community leaders in Katg
Karon have issued a warning 1
the 144 tailor shops in the an
that th~v will crack down on ar
~ to use aggressiy

Muny o .
eign nationals, mosty .
and Nepal, he said.

Shops wi hich continue to b
sources of complaint will be pegp @ e
nalized to the full extent of th
law and subject to police invest™
gations that would see any illcfpeee Syl e ‘\1.....{“\ _
L_.:ldlunudnpumd immediatel;
he warned.

K. Winai called for coop
eration from the Immigratio,
Police in this regard, as deportd
tinn procedures fall under the s e e SEmsl 0

;;1@1 ordered
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although | admit
that sometimes |
become very
weary and do have
to face problems at
work.’
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possible conse-
quences of hosting’
the event.

Ironically, munici-
pality officers stayed
in the closet, well at
least behind closed
doors, during the meeting. Previously,
the party had been held in Singapore,
but was denied alicence in 2005, asit
was ‘ contrary to public interest.’

Kata-Karon Mayor Thawee
Thongcham, who is still in charge of
the popular tourist area despite fac-
ing recent charges of conspiracy and
the aiding of illegal activities carried
out by criminal associations, said
locals were worried about noise and
drunk revelers possibly having sex on
the beach — we assume they were not

hindsigh

talking about the
cocktail.

“We don’t have
problems involving
sex. We don’t want
teenagers seeing and
copying bad behav-
or,” Mr Thawee said at the time.

We will leave it to you, dear reader,
to sort out exactly what that thinly
veiled comment was supposed to mean.

Karon leaders actually got double
exposure in the August 20-26, 2005
issue of the Phuket Gazette, not only
in their handling of the Nation Party,
but also for a crackdown on aggres-
sive tailors.

A total of 144 tailor shops were
issued warnings about aggressive tout-
ing techniques and taking advantage

of tourists.

Ten years later, it is hard to imag-
ine that the warnings did much good.
An additional concern about the tai-
lor touts was that ‘many of the shops
hire foreign nationals, mostly from f
India and Nepal’. Again, one has to |
wonder what the local community
watch and call on Immigration Police
for support actually accomplished.

Anyone wanting to see a blatant
disregard of touting laws, which is a
job reserved for Thais only, need only
visit Ton Sai in Phi Phi and see what
sun-kissed farang tries to drag them
into some backpacker bar for bucket
loads of Sex on the Beach — clearly,
Mr Thawee is not around to water
down that party.

— Isaac Stone Simonelli
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Occult con man
accused of new
sex scanda

POLICE on August 15
searched the Ban Poklon
monastery in Lop Buri, where
they had arrested occultist con
man Harn Raksajit the day
before for allegedly defraud-
ing and sexually abusing a
woman who paid him 50,000
baht to conduct aritual to re-
gain her estranged foreign
husband.

Mr Harn, 55, is more
widely known as Nain Ae,
who was infamously involved
in grilling the bodies of still-
born babies.

The monastery’s head
monk said Mr Harn was aware
that police were coming to ar-
rest him, but refused to flee
because he insisted he was
innocent.

MINISTRY oF

Fﬂﬁﬂl“ﬁ AFFAIRS

THINGS THAT REALLY ANNOYy
FARANGS IN THAILOND

1HeRE's A FARANG wAITING 4T THE
RECEPTION , T DUNNo WHAT HE WANTS, BETTER
SEND THE SPECIAL ALIEN coNTAINMENT TEAM..,

THE ""MAI Rou RIANG' RECEPTION GIRL WHO
VUSES THE WoRD "FARANG "' RIGHT IN FRONT OF You ...

Widow ghost
‘forces men

to cross-dress
for protection

THE sudden string of deaths
of ten fit and healthy men in
Nakohn Phanom province
has locals pulling out al the
ritualistic, spiritualistic and
superstitious plugs to avoid
widow ghosts, pee mae mai.

Red shirtshanging infront
of homes to ward off the
ghosts are a common sight
in the Don Nang Hong sub-
district, with some male
teenagers and adults putting
on skirts and painting their
nails red to avoid being no-
ticed by the pee mae mai,
reported The Nation.

“So many people have
died lately, most of them
men,” said local Srisawat
Sangsawang, 40. “One man
went out to cut grass for his
cows, and just passed out and
died. Another man went out
to scatter fertilizer. When he
returned home, he also
passed out and died. They
were strong men.”

Phra Kru Anukul, the Don
Nang Hong abbot, has coun-
seled the local sto accept that
dying is natural.

“Everyonediesinadiffer-
ent way. Better to do good
things when we are alive —
there is no need for such su-
perstitions,” Phra Kru
Anukul said. “I have never
seen or witnessed the work
of a pee mae mai, and it
would begood if | never do.”

Youth firearm
aCCeESS ISsue 1IN
capital city
SHOOTOUTS among gun-
totting vocational college stu-
dents, which have led to many
young lives being taken prema-
turely, have shed light on the
availability of firearms in
Bangkok.

The severity of these violent
exchanges have often de-
pended on the type of weapons
used, the number of students
involved and the police
response time, said Maj-Gen-
eral Chanthawit Ramasut,
deputy chief of the Metropoli-
tan Poalice.

The youths' ability to get ac-
cesstoguns—illegaly purchased

or homemade—wasamajor fac-
tor in student violence.

Thaland nesds
more Yoecidized
schoal, g&ff for
the handi capped

THE rate of employment
among physically challenged
people in Thailand has risen to
26 per cent, which is why
specia schools need to have
more specialized staff, said
Channarong Pornrungroj, di-
rector of the National Educa
tion Standards and Quality As-
sessment.

Citing the ‘good to excel-
lent’ results of the External
Quality Assurance (EQA)

Briefly

evaluation at such special
schools over the past three
years, Mr Channarong said that
better access to education
hel ped open the door for handi-
capped people at vocational
and undergraduate levels.

This, inturn, has resulted in
more handicapped people get-
ting jobs, thus boosting
self-reliance, he said.

The Department  of
Employment’s Employment
Service System Development
Division’s 2014 report also
showed that therate of employ-
ment for the physically cha-
[lenged hasrisen to 26 per cent.

However, the EQA evalua
tion found that these special
schools still need improvement
and regular support from the
government, especially when it
came to specialized manpower
in fields such as psychology
and physical therapy.

US slams long
sentences for
lese mgjeste

THE United States has spoken
out agai nst the prison sentences
given to two Thai citizens con-
victed for insulting the Roya
Family.

On August 7, a man was
jailed for 30 years for insulting
the monarchy on Facebook, in

oneof themost severe sentences
ever handed down under the
law. The same day, awoman re-
celved a 28-year jail term also
for posts on socia media.

“We are deeply concerned
about the lengthy prison sen-
tences handed down by [a] Thai
military court against two people
for violating the lese majeste

law,” said Mark Toner, a State
Department spokesman. “No
one should be jailed for peace-
fully expressing their views.”

New nationa
police chief
signed off on

THE ENDORSEMENT of
General Jakthip Chaijindaasthe
new national police chief has
raised the likelihood that Gen-
eral Preecha Chan-o-cha, the
premier’s younger brother, will
be promoted to the powerful
post of Army commander-in-
chief this month, analysts say.

Prime Minister Prayut Chan-
o-cha did not chair the recent
crucial meeting of the Royal
Thai Police board, leaving
Deputy Premier General Prawit
Wongsuwan to preside over the
vote.

The board voted 6-0 for Gen
Jakthip, a member of Prawit’'s
inner circle, whileanother front-
running candidate, Gen Aek
Angsananont, did not get avote.

Poalitical observers said PM
Prayut’s gesture to allow Gen
Prawit to handpick the new
police chief could have under-
lined a behind-the-scenes
gentlemen’s agreement for the
premier’s younger brother to
takeup thetop post at the Army.

All promotions are valid from 1st April t

076 270 991
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Usual suspects

AUTHORITIESherein Phuket haveacted sensibly in thewake
of Monday night’sterrorist bombing at the Erawan Shrinein
Bangkok, stepping up security in popular tourist destinations
acrosstheisand and urging the public not to unduly panic or
believe everything they see in social media.

Sadly, in this case, it was not only the social media where
unfounded conjecturetook placefar ahead of any proven facts.

Soon after the blast, easily the worst terror incident in the
country’s history, at least one domestic media sour ce quoted
‘unnamed police sources as saying that those responsible
were Uighers, a Muslim minority group in western China
who feel they face persecution by the ruling Han Chinese.

The ‘reasoning’ in this case, stated with no backing evi-
dencewhatsoever, wasthat the attack wasr etribution against
the Thai and mainland Chinese states for deporting a group
of some 90 Uigher refugees back to Chinain July.

Other groups quickly thrown into the conjecture cauldron
included theusual suspects. anti-gover nment insur gentsfight-
ing for independence in the Malay-Muslim majority Deep
South; ‘red-shirt’ forces aligned with ousted former premier
Thaksin Shinawatra; and even rogue forces within the Thai
security apparatus itself.

Thelist will continue to grow as conspiracy theorists con-
tinue their orgy of speculation in the absence of enough solid
evidence, just asthelack of solid answer s following the mys-
terious disappearance of Malaysian Airlines Flight 370 in
March last year led to over twenty different hypotheses.

Asthisissue of the Phuket Gazette went to print, theiden-
tity of those responsible remains unknown, although CCTV
images of a man who apparently left behind a backpack at
the site provide hope that the perpetrator (or perpetrators)
will be captured soon.

Out of respect for the victims and their families, we would
like to support the government’s call to not share or even
‘like’ graphic images of the injured and deceased that have
gone viral in the social media in recent days.

Rather, we hope the island’s expat community and En-
glish-speaking Thai community will use social mediato help
paint a clear picture about the security situation on the
island as the high season for tourism draws near.

Last but not least, we offer our most sincere condolences to
the victims and their familiesin thistime of terrible grief.
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STRONGER
TOGETHER

Tour companies putting money before lives

Until these large buses and lor-
ries are banned [from Patong
Hill], this will happen
every day. They are very poorly
looked after and very badly
driven by people who cannot
drive. Qil cannot do this. If the
brakesfail, use the gearsto stop.
The tour companies put money
before the lives of locals on mo-
torbikes who die from these ac-
cidents, along with the tourists
on board. Until this changesthis
will happen every day. Next high
season another god-knows-how-
many will die from this.

The police and loca govern-
ment can stop this tomorrow by
introducing one-million-baht
fines for the companies, plus
compensation on top of a mini-
mum of 1mn baht per person
hurt, and for thedriver, 1mn baht
for driving acoach or busin poor
condition that causes an accident
resulting in death. Then, only
well cared for coaches and lor-
rieswill be on the road and they
will be driven by good drivers.
Problem solved.

Simon Lomas
Facebook

Thailand has some-
thingtobeproud of

Re: Gazette online, ‘Bike for
Mom’ sets Guinness World
Record, August 17

What a great event. So nice
to see so many peopleinvolved.
By the time they got to Kathu
it took amost an hour for the
whole crowd to pass by. Thai-
land has something to be proud
of here, and a Guinness World
Record aswell. | just wish | had

to the Editor

Do you have an opinion to voice?
Email Editor@PhuketGazette.net

a bicycle shop; that's the busi-
ness to be in right now.

CaptainJack

Gazette Forum

Wherecan | source
Thal avocados?

Re: Gazette online, Avocados:
Earth’s magical fruit, August
15
There was a guy near
Thanyapura that used to grow
avocados, but unfortunately the
trees got some sort of blight and
werewiped out about 5 or 6 years
ago. Don of ‘Don’s Mall’ fame
used to buy a lot of them and
became the Guacamole King of
Phuket. | would be interested to
know where to source the Thai
avocadosontheidand at present
— as pointed out, the imported
Ones are expensive.
Mister Ree
Gazette Forum

Peopleareunaware
of what to look for

Re: Gazette online, Missing
Korean found at sea, August 15

A lot of peoplejust don't un-
derstand the danger or what to
look for inthe surf. | sat with a

friend and kept an eye on an
Asianmanwith hischild swim-
ming right next to a rip. We
hung around just in case it
turned bad and we had to pull
them out.

Lee Bryer
Facebook

Sentencethecrooks

Re: Gazette online, Dirty Digs:
Navy unearths nine illegal ex-
cavators, August 18

The reason this continues to
happen is that no one seemsto
be going to jail for illegal land
schemes. Sentence some of
these land grabbersto 10 years
injail and it might make these
guys think twice.

Why hasn’t anybody ever
beentried yet for falsifyingland
documents?

Me
Gazette Forum

Nothing but respect

Re: Gazette online, Opinion:
Love for Bangkok unshaken,
August 18
Over time, | have used some
direct languagein my comments
on Patong and other parts of
Phuket, due to the corruption,
the vendors ripping off tourists,
unsafe conditions on the roads
and transportation. However, |
havethe highest respect for Thai
people and do hope this latest
tragedy will not impact the
economy too much.
Charlie
Gazette Forum
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On same-sex marriages

FIRsST

PERSON

AFTER 15 years of practicing
US Immigration Law, | re-
ceived my first transgender
relationship case: a long-term
rel ationship between an Ameri-
can man and a Thai
transgender. The United States
Supreme Court recently de-
clared that laws preventing
same-sex marriages were un-
constitutional. This was not
well received by large portions
of the United States, where
thereisadeeply ingrained reli-
gious and cultural view that
marriage is a union between a
man and awoman. | understand
that view. | am in along-term,
committed relationship with
my wife and we have a child
together. | aso have a conser-
vative and traditional mindset.

However, as an attorney, |
have considered the issue of
same-sex marriages as an equa
rightsissue. In most established
societies, includ-
ing Thailand,
marriage is not a
religious cer-
emony, but alega
designation. Mar-
ried couples are
conferred special
rights and duties
under the law that
arenot provided to
singleindividuals.
In most countries,
Spouses have spe-
cial property rights including
government benefits, tax benefits
and employment benefits. In my
area of the law, marriages con-
firmspecid immigrationandvisa
rights. In addition, there are spe-
cid rights in cases of the death
of a spouse, a divorce or custo-
dia rights battle.

k As an attorney, |
have considered the
issue of same-sex
marriages as an
equal rights issue... it
IS not a religious
ceremony, but a legal
designation. J

Robert R Virasin serves
as managing director of
Virasin and Partners. He is
a licenced United States
attorney and a graduate of
the University of California
Los Angeles, the University
of Houston Law School and
Chulalongkorn University.

Here he talks about the

real issue with same-sex marriages and the legal
obstacles that these couples face.

However, the United States
Supreme Court decided the is-
sue was about protecting the
institution of marriage. The ma-
jority stated that ‘marriage is a
keystone of the Nation’s social
order’ and ‘there is no
difference in a marriage
between a same-sex and oppo-
site-sex couple.” The court
believes that families are
the foundations of a strong
society and deserve to be
protected. The
special benefits
provided to mar-
ried couplesand
familiesis proof
that society val-
ues families.
Since same-sex
couplescanaso
have families,
laws that pre-
vent same-sex
couples from
marrying create
unnecessary instability and are
not justifiable.

Thisreturns meto my clients.
My clientshave been together for
over adecade. If you did not see
their identification cards, you
would have believed that they
were a traditional heterosexua
couple. My wifetold methat my

Words from the Wise

thingswith them.”

That’sreativity.”

“Technology is nothing. What’s impor tant
iIsthat you have a faith in people, that
they’re basically good and smart, and if
you give them tooals, they’ll do wonderful

“When you arecourting anicegirl, an hour
seemslike a second. When you sit on a red-
hot cinder, a second seems like an hour.

— Seve Jobs

—Albert Einstain

transgender client is *very beau-
tiful’. They have travelled all
over the world together, but the
American’swork Stuationforces
him to work and live in the
United States, and my Thai cli-
ent has been denied atravel visa
to the United States because she
has an American boyfriend. The
US Embassy believes that she
will stay inthe United States and,
like most Asian countries, Thai-
land does not recognize same-
SeX marriages.

Inthisbackdrop, | have come
to understand that same-sex
marriage is not a simple matter
of equal rights. It is about the
love between two people. | un-
derstand thereisadivergence of
opinion on the definition of mar-
riage. As an attorney, | see
marriage as a legal designation
and believethat there should not
be discrimination under the law.
However, my recent experience
withthisissue showsthat | need
to expand my view of it. Same-
sex marriage is about two
people who love each other and
have chosen to live together as
a married couple. As a person
who deeply loves his wife, |
would be heartbroken if the law
were to prevent us from being
together.

.

The nearest path back to the hotel was directly through ground zero.

From dusk until dawn

SITTING withafriend and chat-
ting over some wonderful food
last night, messages started com-
ing in on my iPhone about a
bombing nearby. L ooking around
the eatery, dozens of faces were
staring into the glow of
smartphones and an eerie silence
seemed to grasp the moment.

With more details of the
event starting toroll in, my next
move had to be contemplated,
given that the nearest path back
tothe hotel wasdirectly through
ground zero.

Travel for meisatruepassion.
Certainly it's my work, but in
redlity | lovethe exploration, ex-
periences and diversity of
discovery. It's remained a con-
gant my entirelife. | often think
that the inability to move about
the world would be the ultimate
confinement of my soul.

It's far too early to explain
or understand what is behind
the Bangkok bomb, except one
motiveisclear, that killjoy hash
tagged as terrorism. Terrorists
would have us live behind
closed doors in fear, hovering
about in cramped corners, un-
willing to leave the known for
theunknown. It’ stantamount to
spiritual abduction, or losing
your soul to the devil.

Asl| gt on a plane thismorn-
ing typing out my fedlingsin the
light of day, after a long dark
night, I can only vow: yes, | will
continue to visit Bangkok as of -

Island View

By Bill Barnett

Do you have an opinion to voice?
Email Editor@PhuketGazette.net

tenas| can. | will ill stay inthe
same hotel that has been my
home away from home for the
past eight years and yes, | will
still walk past the Erawan Shrine
and the Rgjaprasong intersection
as part of my journey to and fro.

Travel isby natureatrip into
the unknown. Terror attacks,
plane crashes, shark bites and
bad airplane food are just a
view of the many dangershang-
ing over the heads of those who
embark on journeys.

Bangkok remains one of the
world's grest cities. And yes, it
joinsthe ranks of New York and
London and so many other
places that have felt the blow of
terror. Do | avoid thosegreat me-
tropolises of the West? No. So
why should | avoid Bangkok?

My heart goes out to the
dead and wounded tourists, as
well as the nearby workers and
innocent bystanders. This life,
for all itsmagic and wonder, has
acruel side.

Inthestark light of day, all that
| can say is. Bangkok, you are
not aoneinthisdark time. | will
be back again standing next to
you in admiration and joy, just
like | dways have.

Issues & Answers

Who isresponsible for the pigs on the Bypass Rd?

WHO is responsible for the
boars that wander freely on
the Chalermprakiat bypass
road? Why is this allowed to
happen?
| regularly see them being
fed in this area at around
7:30am while on my way to
work, although | cannot say if
it is the owner or just someone
who enjoys luring pigs onto a
thoroughfare. Who isthe owner,
and why aren’t these animals
fenced in?
Concerned Motorist

Nattahong Getmanee, direc-
tor of Rassada M unicipality's
Public Health and Environ-
ment Division, replies:

Thank you for your ques-
tion. The area where the pigs
areisunder the care of Rassada
municipality and the pigs do
not have an owner.

Long ago, there were a
couple of pigs trotting around
and crossing the road next to
thendex Living Mall inan open
ground near Tesco Lotus.

We believe that the pigs

were owned by arestaurant that
used to be located in this area.
When they vacated, they left
the pigs behind.

We have received many com-
plaints about the smell and road
dangersfromlocalsand areplan-
ning to movethem away and will
cooperate with Wichit munici-
pality, asthepigsoriginated from
their sideof themunicipdity line.

Currently wearehelping stray
dogs in Soi Samakee at Koh
Sireh. We will start helping the
sray pigs as soon as possible.
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Cash In on sx forms of passive income

By David Mayes

| HAVE written before about
the ideal financial situation.
Thisexistswhen you have mul-
tiple streams of passiveincome
that exceed your desired
lifestyle.

Inthisscenario, you canlive
as long as you want and your
means will continue to grow,
allowing you to contribute to
society with the excess. There
are different forms of passive
income, and generally speak-
ing, these can all be placed
under one of the broad six types
of passive income.

The first one that comes to
most people’'s mind is usually
real estate. With the exception
of buying in a bubble or buy-
ing in a market with less than
straightforward legal title, as
long as you do not use lever-
age, thisis a very stable asset
class.

The biggest downsideto red
estate other than the lack of li-
quidity isthehigh priceof entry.
Most of us will not be able to
save enough in our lifetimes to
build areal estate empire with-
out taking on massiveloans, and
hence massiverisk. Leverageis
the number one reason people
losetheir shirtsin real estate, so
be very wary of it.

The next form of passivein-
come is interest from a bank
account. Assuming you stay
within the limits that the gov-
ernment guarantees, and of
course assuming the govern-
ment doesn’'t default, this is
probably the safest form of pas-
sive income.

The main downside is that
inflation risk isextremely high;
meaning the purchasing power
of your passive income will
decline over time. In the cur-
rent environment one may ask

L

Intellectual property, such as publishing a book, is one of the best forms of passive income. Photo: Roco Julie

if you can really even call it
income with the lousy rates
banks are paying.

Dividend paying blue chip
stocks will give you a higher
return than abank account, and
aslongasyoudiversify, youare
insulated from any company-
specific risk, but you still face
market risk and the longer we
go in the current bull market,
the greater this becomes.

Growth stocks are another
form of passive income, but
market risk is even greater with
this form, and without the divi-
dend stream, it is not really
‘current’ passive income unless
the market rises each period and
you can cash in some winnings.

A crash could see your abil-
ity to safely take income out of

Siam International
38/54 Nanai Road,
Patong, Kathu, Phuket 83150
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+¢ Notarial
certifications

¢ Contracts

s Work permits

%+ Bookkeeping

+¢ Visa service

¢ Translations
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Siam

Contact: K. Joy

Fax: 076 346 150
Email:
siamint@loxinfo.co.th

winnings disappear for a long
recovery period with this form
of passive income and thus
should be reserved for the part
of your nest egg not needed in
the next decade.

The main problem with de-
veloping a redly large passive
income stream with those first
three forms of passive income
arises from the fact that they re-
quire a massive investment,
which in turn, requires nearly a
lifetime of working and saving.

Many of uswill retire with-
out ever having earned enough
or saved enoughto build up sig-
nificant income streams from
these forms of passive income
and thus are doomed to live on
a tight budget in our golden
years.

The next two forms of pas-
siveincomearegreat if you can
get them, but not many havethe
skills required to do so.

Intellectual property isprob-
ably one of the best forms of
passive income in my opinion.
The downside is that nobody
wants to buy my mix tape and
while | really feel my fiction
novel is sure to be the next
Harry Potter, the publishing
companies just don’'t seem to
acknowledge my genius.

If you have the talent to de-
velop a passive income stream
viaintellectual property that is
great. The rest of us will have
to revert to dreaming about this
one.

You can aso build a tradi-
tional business with a system

that you can remove yourself
from, even better if you can fran-
chiseit out. It hasdlightly better
odds of success than you be-
coming the next Justin Bieber.
Of course, building a business
from scratchisavery tough slog
and most successful entrepre-
neursdeclare bankruptcy at least
three times before making their
big success.

David Mayes, MBA, resides in
Phuket and provides wealth
management  services to
expatriates around the globe,
focusing on UK pension transfers.
He can be reached at
david.m@faramond.com or 085-
335-8573. Faramond UK is
regulated by the FCA and provides
advice on pensions and taxation.

Moveto lower goods prlc&s

THE Commerce Ministry this
week called for ameeting with
goods manufacturersto discuss
whether they can lower goods
prices following the cut in the
price of diesel and subsequent
drop in the cost of production.
A senior sourcefromthemin-
istry said that, with the edging
down of the price of diesd to
thelowest level inmorethan six
years, enterprises may be able
to lower the price of someitems,
in particular heavy goods, due
to lower transport costs.
Themoveamsto ensurefair

Diesel fuel price cuts may reduce the price of goods. Photo: Mike Mozart

practices for consumers, trad-
ers, and manufacturers,
However, the ministry ad-
mitted that it may not be easy
to bring down goods prices
immediately since enterprises

had fixed costs, while the de-
preciation of the baht had
resulted in price hikes, espe-
cialy for products that rely on
the import of raw materials.
—The Nation
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Bill to dash cheap packagetours,
arrival numbersto be unaffected

By Kongleaphy Keam

THE plan by Cabinet to put an
end to cheap tour group pack-
ages arriving in Thailand will
not have a significant affect on
the industry in Phuket, Santi
Pawai, Director of Ministry of
Tourism and Sport (MOTS)
Phuket office said.

“I"ve heard about the draft
bill, but have yet to receive any
official notification. | believe

ages,” Mr Santi said.

“Smaller, less established
companies will be the ones
most affected by the bill.”

The MOTS Phuket office
data shows that aimost 70 per
cent of tour operators are offer-
ing ‘cheap tour’ packages.

“For example, a Chinese
company will say that it can pay
20,000 baht for a package tour.
Thensmall Thai companieswill
start competing with each

thereare many detailsthat they other for the business
still need to con- . by offering lower
sider,” Mr Santi k Chinese and lower prices,
said. Companies are sometimes even

“If Cabinet dropping below the
passes this into ready to pay a cost of providing

law, it will be a

standard rate.

the tour, because it

step forward for i can make money

the tourism in- HOWGVQI‘, Thai through additional

dustry.” companies are incentives,” Mr
Although the constantly trying to  Santi said.

bill is designed “These addi-

to put an end
to ‘zero baht
tours’, that rely
on mass tourism to be commer-
cialy viable, Mr Santi said it
would not affect the number of
Chinese budget tourists taking
part in group tours in Phuket.
“Chinese companies are
ready to pay a standard rate.
However, Thal tour companies
are constantly trying to under-
cut each other by providing
cheaper and cheaper pack-

undercut each
other.J

tional incentives
are usually com-
missionsfor taking
the tourists to specific souve-
nir or jewelry shops, or other
activities.”

This leads to tour operators
only caring about the number
of tourists, not the quality of the
service provided, Mr Santi
pointed out .

“There are already estab-
lished tour companies that
don’t lower the prices of its

Tourism to compensate
for export contraction

THE Federation of Thai Indus-
tries (FTI) agrees with the
National Economic and Social
Development Board's (NESDB)
assessment that theexcellent per-
formance of the tourism indus-
try should be able to offset the
contraction in exports.

“1 think the expansion of the
tourism sector should beto able
cover the slowdown of the ex-
port sector in terms of revenue,
as the baht has depreciated by
7-8 per cent sincethe beginning
of the year, which should com-
pensate in the balance of
payments.

“But I’'m not sure about the
impact on economic growth,”
Supant Mongkolsuthree, chair-
man of the FTI, said on
Monday.

The expansion of tourism
alonewould not be ableto com-
pensate for the slowdown in
economic growth, as exports

account for 65 per cent of gross
domestic product, so the pri-
vate sector is hoping that
government investment will
start to kick in by this quarter
or the next.

The NESDB on Monday
lowered its GDP forecast for
this year from 3-3.5 per cent
to 2.7-3.2 per cent after re-
vealing that the economy was
able to expand by 2.8 per cent
in the second quarter, down
from 3 per cent in the first
guarter. However, seasonally
adjusted, the economy was
able to expand by 0.4 per cent
from the first quarter, while
altogether the economy grew
by 2.9 per cent in the first
half.

The FTI is expected to
revise down its 3-per-cent
GDP growth prediction next
month.

— The Nation

—

Smaller companies catering to the Chinese market are expected to be
hit the hardest should the bill be passed. Photo: Isaac Stone Simonelli

tours because it's ensuring a
certain level of quality,” Mr
Santi said. “Having more tour-

ists taking part in these tours
will be an improvement for the
industry as a whole.”

FOR ALL ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENTS, HARD-
WARE & AIR CONDITIONERS GO TO KEEHIN

ON BYPASS ROAD, PHUKET

Sales tel: 076 261450 fax: 076 261456-7
Service tel: 076 261460 fax: 076 261464

108/18, Chalermprakiet Rd (By Pass), T. Rassada, A. Muang
Tel: 076- 261 470 Fax:076-261477 Email: sales@baansukapun.com

Consistency
Isthe key

ONE of the most frequent com-
ments | receive from unsuc-
cessful people is that they be-
lieve social mediadoesn’t work
and is al hype and myth.

It's interesting that so many
say this, especially when suc-
cessful usersswear that without
social media their business
would be dead.

Thefirst element iswhat you
are trying to achieve. Thisisa
very important but often over-
looked first step.

Once you have chosen your
purpose, and planned an effec-
tive strategy, the key becomes
consistency.

The part that many people
fail to appreciate is socia me-
dia, while part of it has
immediate brand awarenessim-
pact, generally requires success
built up from repeated exposure.

We need to build awareness,
create afollowing and stay con-
nected. This takes time and a

strong message.

Simon Wetherell is a social media
expert, lawyer, best-selling author
and international speaker. He now
resides in Phuket where he trains
businesses and individuals on how
to profit from the social media
industry. For more information go to
PhuketOnlineMarketingSchool.com
or call him on 095 085 3355.

Company Setup

Business Con
Property Law/D
Diligence

Visa & Work Pe

Tel:091-078 9595

info@phuketinternationallaw.com
www.phuketinternationallaw.com
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This week’s eve

Central Fegtival Phuket
marksHM Queen’sBirthday

Shoppers and well-wishers joined Central Festival Phuket staff and executives
in celebrating Her Majesty Queen Sirikit's Birthday on August 12, which is also
National Mother's Day, with acandle-lit ceremony in the Grand Hall of the shop-
ping mall.

i
L
<

Central Festival Phuket’s Vice President for property management and General Manager
Wilaiporn Pitimanaaree (2nd from right) and the mall’s marketing team celebrate this
auspicious event with a young well wisher.

Dtac launches ‘Lucky Number’ campaign

Those who believe that lucky mobile phone numberswill help make them happy
and prosperous will be attracted to Dtac’s new campaign offering numbers se-
lected by Master Chang Todsaporn Sritula.

NUMBER

dni Uuivas

Launching this campaign are (from L-R) Pritsana Ratanasuwansri, Total Access
Communication Plc’s (Dtac’s) senior vice president for postpaid business; Master Chang
Todsaporn Sritula; Nittaya Yangyeun; and Panya Vechbanyongratana, Dtac’s senior vice
president and head of south and west regional business.

Cdebrating Swiss National Day
on Phuket [dand

Moevenpick Resort & Spa Karon Beach Phuket was selected for 7th time to
host the Swiss National Day for Phuket’s Swiss Society on August 1, 2015.

Hansruedi Frutiger, general manager of Moevenpick Resort & Spa Karon Beach Phuket
(1st right), and Victor Madhavan, hotel director of sales and marketing (middle), welcome
Fredy Reutlinger, president of Swiss Society Phuket.

KeeReort & Jpateam vigts Gazette

The Kee Resort & Spa Phuket representatives paid a visit to the Phuket Gazette on August
13 and gave a delicious box of cookies. Receiving this yummy treat are Gazette's Assistant
Sales Manager Supanun Supawong and Managing Director Oranee Hildebrand (left and
second left) from The Kee Resort & Spa Phuket’s Marketing Communications Manager
Kanyapoj Chaiprapan and The Kee Resort & Spa and Keemala Hotel’s Director of Sales

and Marketing Nurat Atibaedya (second right and right).

Produced by PGTV, the show is designed to promote Phuket to tourists and the international community in Thailand.

Phuket toda

Phuket Today takes the Pearl of the Andaman to an international
audience. PGTV's one-hour show features the personalities,
lifestyle, sports and leisure activities that make Phuket famous.

3

Phuket Gazettey

'BROADCASTING PHUKET TO THE WORLD

=y Phuket Cable MCOT World
:) Coverage: All of Phuket Tuesday:
Channel: 1 Wednesday:
Monday-Friday: 10.30am, 6pm, 9pm Thursday:
Saturday-Sunday: 10.30am, 9pm Friday:
“4s¢. Rawai Cable Saturday:
LRC: Coverage: Rawai, Kata, Karon Sunday:
Channel: 1 Truevisions
Monday-Friday: 10am, 1pm, 7pm, 10pm Psi
@DT\/ KDTV Dynasat
Coverage: Phuket's West Coast from Thaisat
Patong to Cherng Talay Infosat
Channel: 10 Sunb
Daily: 8.30am, 2.30pm GAREL.

6.10am, 12pm, 7.10pm

6.10pm Southeast Asia, India, Sri Lanka, Pakistan,
1.10am Turkey, UAE, and many other countries
1.10am around Asia and beyond.
;':g:m Thaicom 5Sat  3520H
e Tuesday: 6.10am, 12pm, 7.10pm
STRaG TR Wednesday: 6.10pm
Channel: 223, 320 .
Channel: 106 Thursday: 1.10am
Channel: 185 Friday: 1.10am
Channel: 185 Saturday: 1.10am
Channel: 81 Sunday: 6.10am
Channel: 103

Online: www.phuketgazette.net/tv | www.youtube.com/PGTVPhuket
Plus 4,600 hotel rooms around the island and all international hospitals.

Broadcast to China, the Philippines,

| NOW AVAILABLE ON
KHAO LAK CABLE Channel 50

And local cable networks across Thailand
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nts in Paradise

BIKE FOR MOM

Phuket joined the whole nation in celebrating the auspicious occasion of Her Magjesty Queen Sirikit's 83rd Birthday on August 12, which this year was made even
more specia with the record-breaking mass bicycling event ‘Bike for Mom’ led by His Roya Highness Crown Prince Maha Vgjiralongkorn on August 16. The total
of 146,000 ‘eligible’ cyclists riding at the same time across the nation was more than double the previous Guinness World Record topper set by an event in Taiwan.

/ ’4"3'; = il .: y | § Ty £ o \ 4 :
Getting ready for the ride at the starting point in Phuket Provincial Hall are (from L-R) Teerapong Enjoying the ride are (from L-R) Boon Yongsakul, deputy managing director of Phuket
Pongsupakul, Phuket Provincial Court Chief Justice; Pol Lt Gen Decha Butnamphet, chief of the = Boat Lagoon; Dr Vichit Suraphongchai, chairman of Siam Commercial Bank’s executive
Provincial Police Region 8; Phuket Governor Nisit Jansomwong; and Korkiat Suphonphong, committee; Kanit Yongsakul, chairman of Phuket Boat Lagoon; and Phuket Governor
Justice of Region 8 Court of Appeal. Nisit.

o - . — e P -]
Going green was also a theme during the ‘Bike for Mom’ ride with Adirek Tanthaveth, assistant ’ .
headman of Vichit Subdistrict (1st left) receiving a sapling from Kathu Mayor Chaianan Suttikul (2nd Y : ‘ ' & B
from left) while Jessada Nabnien, Kohkeaw subdistrict headman (3rd from left) also receives a [ AR TS | N P
sapling from Governor Nisit to plant at Kathu Municipal 2 School. Having a lot of fun with fellow bikers is Cherng Talay Mayor Ma-Ann Samran (1st left)
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Benny’

By Katie P Arnold

TUCKED away by the sea, be-
tween four and five-star hotelsin
Cherng Talay, you will find
Benny’sAmerican Bar and Grill.

Thefour-table establishment,
made by gutting and opening up
an old Thai-style house, has a
wonderfully intimate, dark and
comfortable air about it.

The perception of what an
American bar would entail to
an expat or traveller, particu-
larly an American, would
possibly bevisions of asmoke-
filled room with darts, pool,
draft beer and fried food.

However, the concept of the
American bar goesfurther back
to the prohibition era.

“It’sthe actual bar itself that
is American,” says owner
Benedikt De Beéllis. “The con-
cept of the American bar was
actually bornin England — spe-
cifically in London.”

American bars grew popular
in England in the thirties dur-
ing prohibition, as England was
the nearest English-speaking
country that sold alcohol.
Wealthy Americans would
travel to London and patronize
bars that sold common Ameri-
can mixed spirits.

“That's the kind of concept |
am trying here. All of my cock-
tails are original recipes. | plan
to have anice menu wherel can
actually describe the history of
the cocktails,” Benedikt added.

S ahite of dassac aneicana

I

The cheeseburger is made with kilcoy beef and served with fries deep fried in duck fat. Photo: Aliya Iriskina

“For most of the cocktails, |
use recipes from the UK Bar-
tenders Guild and use caster
sugar instead of syrup.”

It is not just the bar that has
an American theme, as some of
the dishes areinspired by popu-
lar food from the west,
particularly the chili poppers.

“1 took the recipe from the
American jalapeno poppers;
however, here you can’t find
freshjalapenos. But | havethese
beautiful sweet green chilies...

weroast them abit first, take off
the skin. You can taste the
smokiness from the grill.”

These breaded beauties are
then stuffed with cheddar and
cream cheese, fried and then
served with asour cream lemon
dip.

As far as the grill is con-
cerned, it is definitely what one
could hope for... and afford-
able. Among the tempting
offerings are BBQ pork ribs,
slow cooked for six hours; 120-

day grain fed rib eye; and the
piéce de resistance, a no-bells-
and-whistles, bacon-topped
cheeseburger that is juicy, fla
vorful, tender and quite possibly
the best burger on the island.
And this is without mentioning
that it comeswith asideof french
friesthat have been degp friedin
duck fat.

When asked what made his
burger so incredible, Benedikt
very humbly mentioned that it
could be the pork fat that he

mixes in with the Australian
kilcoy beef to keep it moist.
Either way, it is absolutely one
to journey out for.

Just like the establishment it-
self, the menu is also very
intimate. Therefore, Benedikt
likesto mix it up every oncein
awhile.

“The menu is small, other
than the fact that | will be add-
ing one lamb dish and one
vegetarian dish. | want to keep
it small, as| aready have some
regulars,” hesays. “On average,
I change one or two dishes ev-
ery few weeks.”

To do this, he generally
keeps a watchful eye on what
is popular and what can be
changed for something new.

One new addition will be a
take on a classic parmigiana.

“You fry the eggplant in
tempura and build three tiers
with fresh tomato, basil, moz-
zarella and parmigiana. Then
you put some fresh basil and
pesto on top.”

To try any or all of these
wonderful culinary delights, it
isrecommended to book atable
in advance. However, the bar
isawaysan option for walk-in
customers who need a fix.

Benny'’s is located on Soi Had
Bangtao, Moo 3, in Thalang and
is open from 6pm to 12 midnight.
Bookings can be made by calling
080-700 1509 or by emailing
book@bennysphuket.com.

Shopperslearn how to cook

MBK shopping mall, a winner
of TripAdvisor's Exceptional
Service Awards 2015, recently
launched abrand new Thai cul-
ture workshop featuring dem-
onstrations of Thai cooking and
making traditional Thai souve-
nirs guaranteed to delight cus-
tomers from all over the globe.

This month’'s workshops are
demongtrating how to make gar-
lands and fish ornaments as well
as Thai-style bird-shaped
steamed dumplings, a rare Thai
snack. Heading the team is the
adjacent Pathumwan Princess
Hotedl’sveteran chef ML Chanya
Chompoonut and he’s being
hel ped by cooking enthusiast and
celebrity Jarospan Sawasdiwat
Na Ayutthaya. They'll be back
from September 11 to 13 show-
ing how to carvefruitsand make
pumpkin custard.

“This Thai snack is a rare
treat, asit takesconsiderabletime
to make. You also need skill and
attention to detail to create the
delicate and beautiful shape of

A CULTe ==
TH!U@F HSHW!

Demonstration of bird-shaped
dumplings. Photo: The Nation

the bird’s body,” said ML
Chanya.

“Thai foodisvery hedlthy and
Thai ingredients are typically
natural, highly nutritious and
easy to find. The steps involved
in making a Thai dish require
patience, calmness and focus on
thetask at hand. Once served, the
disheswill delight everyoneboth
with their pleasing appearance
and excdlent flavours.”

“I’ve long been personally
interested in making Thai food
and snacks, and | am very excited
to have this opportunity to learn
how to make bird-shaped dump-
lings,” Mr Jarospan added.

— The Nation

WHAT’S ON

August 15-21. Adventure
Golf Summer Package
Phuket Adventure Mini
Golf’s 18-hole course is fully
floodlit for twilight and night
golfing. All-you-can-play day
passes — Adults: 499 baht, chil-
dren (up to 11 years old): 299
baht. For moreinformation visit
phuketadventureminigolf.com.

September 5-6. Fourth
Bohemian Workshop

Phuket’s very own Adriano
Trapani will be holding the
fourth edition of his *Bohe-
mian’ signature photography
workshop on September 5 and
6 at Banyan Tree Phuket,
co-hosted by Sony Ambassador
for the Philippines Manny
Librodo. For more information
and booking, please contact
adriano.trapani @gmail.com or
call 084-844 9215.

Join Adriano Trapani’s fourth Bohemian workshop, at the Banyan Tree.

October 23. Chulalongkorn
Memorial Day

Chulalongkorn Day com-
memorates the reign of Rama
V, who is best remembered for
introducing many progressive
reformsand for the abolition of
dlavery in Thailand.

December 5. HM King
Bhumibol Adulyadej’s
Birthday

HM The King's birthday is
also marked as Father’sDay in
Thailand, with festivities
taking place throughout the
country.
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Sowing seeds. A classroom encounter

Keep It Green
By Patrick Campbell

| RECENTLY received an un-
usual regquest. Would | talk to a
class of pre-school children
about plants?

| hesitated for dl of two min-
utes before emailing back and
agreeing to come. The charming
teacher, Marisol de Cuevas, of-
fered afew wisewords of advice
in advance: they al speak En-
glishasasecond language. They
areal bright, but at thisage (4-5
years old) they only have a short
attention span. So it would need
to be interactive and hands on. |
prepared accordingly —variety is
the spice of life.

Where to begin? | made a
line drawing of a flowering
plant with a felt-tip pen and
another of a larger-than-life
bee. A copy for each student. A
papaya was picked from the
garden and a bunch of rosy-red
lychees, complete with leaves
and stems.

| took seeds already dried in
the sun from another papaya
(carica), from a sunflower
(helianthus) and from ayellow
bells tree (tecoma stans). Last,
but not least, a bag of compost

and half a dozen black plastic
pots.

The classroom at The Inter-
national Quality School of
Phuket (QSI) provided aperfect
learning environment: small
tables and chairs for sit-down
activities, such aslooking at pic-
ture books and drawing, and a
large carpeted area with color-
ful cushions where we could
exchange ideas.

| had included Thai nameson
the plant outline, but these
proved unnecessary as the stu-
dents English was remarkably
good and they were both eager
tolearn and genuinely bi-lingud.

We began by coloring in the
plant picture, which the chil-
dren al did with aacrity, some
producing multi-colored petals,
but most sticking closer to re-
ality. We identified the parts of
the plant — root, stem, leaf and
flower — and though we did not
consider why leaves are green
— too difficult to grasp at this
tender age — we did wonder
why flowershave pretty colors.
It is, of course, for the same
reason that many blooms smell
S0 sweet —to attract insects, es-
pecially bees and butterflies.

We next asked some ques-
tions about what happens once

—a =

the flowers finish blooming,
which brought us on to the
topic of seeds and fruits. Dif-
ferent seeds were handed
around and the classwas shown
how seeds — the source of new
plants — can travel. Thus, the
yellow bells seeds were
‘winged’ and could flutter some
distance in the wind, while a
huge hard nut (barringtonia)

WINDOW DESIGN AND AWNINGS CO., LTD.

70/89 M.4 Chowfatawantok Road, T.Vichit, A.Muang Phuket 83000
Email: arunsawadde@hotmail.com
www.tentphuket.com, www.windecor.co.th

£Y+66 (00897246914 [§+66 (0) 76 216 447 [E)+66 (0) 76 216 448

Dr Campbell brings the beauty of the natural to a QSI classroom.

grows on a seaside tree and of -
ten floats for hundreds of miles
before finding a new home.
Ms Cuevas then cut open the
papaya and showed how seeds
often live inside a fruit whose
rind protects them from intrud-
ers. We then looked at the
lychees — dtill attached to their
branches —and took off the hard
skin. Soon, the sweet flesh of
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both the papaya and the lychees
had disappeared, leaving only
seeds clutched in tiny palms.

Thenitwastimeto go outside
and do some planting in the gar-
den. So we washed our sticky
hands, put the compost in the
pots and pressed down the soil
before putting the seeds on top
and pushing them into the earth.

Finaly, after another water
break, we trooped back to the
classroom for aquick chat about
bees. It isimportant, even at this
age, to know how crucia these
precious insects are to the
planet’ssurvival. They are won-
der workers who not only cover
acollective 30,000 milesto pro-
duce a liter of honey, but more
importantly are essential to the
very surviva of theworld'sflora.

| am surethat when this ani-
mated group get around to
coloring in their bee pictures,
Ms Cuevaswill remind them of
this precious heritage.

If you have a question or a garden
that you would like to see
featured, email Patrick at
drpaccampbell@gmail.com.
Many of Patrick’s past articles and
his academic and creative
publications can be accessed at
patrickaccampbell.wordpress.com.

OUR PRODUCT LINE INCI“_.U.D‘
WINDOW DESIGN AND AWNIEI%S

+

<4 Tension Membranes Product
4 Retractable Awnings
< \ertical Awnings

4 Canopy

4 Tents and Warehouse Tents
4 Drop Arm Awnings

4 Pergola

4 Insect Screen

4 Sunscreen Roller Blinds
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et lost In epic Jamaican novel

By James Eckardt

TRINIDAD had V S Naipaul
and Jamaica now has Marlon
James through his third novel,
A Brief History of Seven Kill-
ings [Riverhead Books, New
York, 2014, 688pp], which is
an epic tale of gang warfarein
Jamaica, spilling over to Miami
and New York and spanning the
years 1976 to 1991.

Like a Russian novel, a big
cast of charactersis listed at the
front of book: over 70 gang lead-
ers, gunmen, politicians,
journdists, CIA agents, Cuban
exiles, Colombiandruglordsand
Bob Marley, the charismatic
reggae star known as The Singer.

Each chapter is voiced by a
different character, the gang-
sters speaking Jamaican patois:
“Mama-Lo didn’t raise no son
who walk with he back straight
to get spit on like mangy dog.
And this here Papa-Lo never
ever forget. Man, likewe don’t
forget, we collect.”

Thus speaks Papa-Lo, the
don of the Copenhagen City
slum, about how he executed
two cops who abused him in
jail. Papa-Lo is supported by
the Jamaican Labor Party
(JLP); his rival Shotta Sheriff
in the Eight Lanes slum by the
People’sNational Party (PNP).

The left wing PNP is under

Bk A NOVEL

it

arion Jamed

AUTHOR OF THE BOOK OF NIGHT WOMEN

ing tree. One by one, the low-
ranking gunmen are eliminated
to prevent them from fingering
Josey Wales.

A much more sympathetic
target isNinaBurgess, aformer
lover of Bob Marley, who had
been loitering outside the com-
pound when she came face to
face with Josey Wales. She
flees to the north shore of Ja-
maica, where she changes her
name and movesinto an ocean-
front villa with Chuck, an
American engineer at a baux-
itemine. Her voice, in educated
English, spews acerbic com-
ments on American food,
sports, movies and men.

When the bauxite mine closes
down under ‘communist pres-
sure, a hilarious scene unfolds
when Nina redlizes that Chuck
isnot taking her to America. But
shewindsupinNew York on her
own, under yet another name,
working as a private caregiver.
Also in New York is Weeper,
whoisrunning the Brooklyn end
of a crack cocaine racket that
Josey Wales has set up with the
Medillan cartel.

In 1985, Josey Wales arrives
in Brooklyn on an inspection
trip and, in an over-the-top
Quentin Tarantino shootout
scene, murders nine men and
women in a crack house. Both
he and Weeper will come to
sorry ends, as told in more
Grand Guignol detail by their
assassins. A single new drug

the influence of Fidel Castro,
who has sent a huge influx of

Each chapter of the extraordinary novel is narrated by a different character.

lord, Eubie from the Bronx,
stands atop a heap of bodies.

Cuban techniciansto theisland.
The JLP, inturn, is funded and
armed by American CIA
agents. With their ‘posses of
thugs, Papa-Lo and Shotta
Sheriff are kingmakers. Who
wins the slums of Kingston,
wins Kingston and who wins
Kingston, wins Jamaica.

Intheweeksleading uptothe
1976 national €lections, Jamaica
istorn apart by gang warfare.

In steps Bob Marley with a
free ‘peace concert’ in
Kingston scheduled for De-
cember 3. Two days before the
concert, eight gunman armed
with automatic weaponsinvade

his compound. Marley is shot
twice but goes on to deliver his
historic concert.

The leader of the attack is
Josey Wales, a rogue enforcer
for Papa-Lo. He — along with
his deputy Weeper and two
young drug-addicted gunmen,
Demusand Bam-Bam —tell the

story in their own voices.
These voices are all too
similar: aggrieved, cynical,
posturing, brutish, angry, vio-
lent, and doomed. In gruesome
detail, Bam-Bam tells what it
is like to be buried alive;
Demus, to be dragged in a sack
over rough ground to a hang-

Except for the gritty Nina, ev-
eryone else is dead.

“People like me, our life
write out before we, without
asking we permission,” ob-
serves one gangster in prison.
“Nothing much we can do
‘bout what God decide he want
to drop on you.”

Ajan of Tha tattoos puttl ng more ink Into foreigners

IN A cramped Bangkok room filled with
statues of deities and plumes of incense
smoke, a master is at work.

With expert precision Ajarn Neng
repeatedly plunges arazor sharp needle
dipped in black ink into the back of a
disciple, each stab producing aperfectly
placed pixel that goes on to form a
traditional Thai tattoo.

It is an ancient art carried out by
ajarns (masters), steeped in superstition
that Thaishave prized for centuries. But
increasingly it is foreigners beating a
path to this Buddhist tattooist’s door.

“1’ve been dreaming of getting atat-
too like this for years,” says Silvia
Falbo, from Rome, proudly showing

There is a controversy over foreigners
getting tattoos of Buddha for aesthetic
reasons, especially if below the waist.

fivelinesof Khmer script Neng recently
inked onto her shoulder blade.

“I'm attracted to Buddhism and all
the spirituality that goeswithit. And the

designisreally beautiful and original.”

Ever since American Gls passed
through Bangkok for their R& R during
the Vietnam War, foreigners have re-
turned home sporting traditional Thai
tattoos, known as sak yant.

But it was when Hollywood actress
Angelina Jolie unveiled a Khmer in-
scription — traditionally used in the
region for Buddhist scripture — on her
left shoulder that sak yant hit the main-
stream.

Now, the faces patiently waiting for
their turn in front of Neng are just as
likely to be from outside Thailand than
inside.

But foreign enthusiasm for exotic

Thal ink isnot without its controversies.

While tattoos in the west are largely
an aesthetic decision, in Thailand they
are imbued with both spirituality and
superstition.

Those who wear sak yant often be-
lieve their tattoos genuinely lend them
magical powers, bringing good luck or
protection from evil spirits.

Some are even convinced that their
inking will make them bullet proof.

Thedesigns—Ilinesof script, geomet-
ric patternsand animal shapes—are also
deeply interwoven with Buddhist and
animist imagery that some Thais fear
westerners fail to appreciate.

— The Nation
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'‘Deck drain’ for Thal sailing

THAILAND has avery strong
national youth sailing team
based in Sattahip on the Gulf
of Thailand. Run by the Yacht
Racing Association of Thailand
[YRAT], they have had increas-
ing success on the international
stage in recent years.

The breakthrough happened
in 2010 when ayoung Thai girl
called Noppakao Poonpat won
the Optimist World Champion-
ships. Not only did she win the
women'’s division, but she best
all the boys and was the overall
World Champion. Noppakao is
part of the Poonpat family sail-
ing dynasty, and while most
were shocked to see her win,
YRAT and those close to her in
Thailand were not. At the same
event, the Thai team went on to
win the Optimist World Team
Championshipsfor thefirst time.

Since 2010, the national youth
sailing team have picked up re-
gional and international trophies
and atreasure chest full of med-
als with increasing frequency,
including again being crowned
Optimist World Team Champi-

Many Thai sailors are left without wind in their sails due to limited

opportunities when it comes to move up in the sport. Photo: Guy Nowell

onsin Argentinalast year.

The Optimist is a global
class of boat that is recognized
by the International Sailing
Federation [ISAF] and is con-
sidered the starter class for
youngsters. It is a single-
handed one-design dinghy that
you can find in almost every
country in the world.

Once youngsters reach the
age limit of 15 years they look
to move on to something bigger

Sailing

outlier

classic race in Hawaii.

races forward

Ging with Michael Spies, Co-Skippers in the TRANSPAC 2013 ocean

ONE Thai sailor has managed to buck that trend of drop-
ping out of competitive sailing asit comes time to move up
from dinghiesto larger keelboats or multihulls.

Sailing came into Patinyakorn ‘Ging’ Buranrom'’s life
late. He never went through the national team ranks. He
came to Phuket for work and through hisjob at the time
picked up sailing skills. He then joined local racesat the Ao
Chalong Yacht Club and worked hisway to buying hisfirst
boat, a Hunter 24.

Hispassion and drive made him adetermined individual
and since those early days he has built up a Thai team, and
they now competein theregattasaround Thailand and M a-
laysia on his latest boat, the 42-foot Windstar.

Ging is an exception. — Duncan Worthington

and the choice of boats in-
creases. |f you wish to continue
competing in national and inter-
national competitions, then the
Laser, 420 and 470 are common
classesin thisregion. However,
the number of boats is limited.
While YRAT has over 150
Optimists, their Laser fleet is
smdll, and when you look at the
420 and 470 they have only a
handful. Similarly, the new high-
tech 29er and 49er are hard to

green-

life in Nature

come by in Thailand and YRAT
have very few for training and
competition. Either the Thai
youngsters buy their ownor their
interest in sailing dies out, and it
is the latter that has become a
chronic problem in Thailand.

As they get older, there are
even fewer Thai sailors who
move up from dinghies to
larger keelboats or multihulls.
As the opportunities decrease,
so does their interest and this
isacrying shamefor Thailand's
marine industry.

While there are Thai sailors
who crew boats in regattas and
otherswho own their own boats
and compete, the younger gen-
eration of Thai sailors are not
coming through. The sport is
losing them.

After starting out on the
single-handed Optimists din-
ghies or similar, there are few
opportunitiesfor these Thal sail-
ors to work themselves up to
larger boatsand keep their hobby
and interest in sailing dive, and
this does not bode well for
Thailand’'s marine industry.

In Phuket, the Ao Chalong
Yacht Club providessailing les-
sons, as does the Phuket Youth
Sailing Club. Both are privately

run operations and both de-
serve alot of credit for trying
to get youngsters of all nation-
alities into sailing. However,
more needs to be done.

Leadership is needed at the
national level. A structured pro-
gram whereby Thai youngsters
have a pathway to develop and
move onto larger boats is
needed, with opportunities for
Thai youngsters to develop a
career path in the sport.

More grassroots support is
needed to help foster this en-
deavor, and ultimately the
people who will benefit most
down the line when these
youngsters are older and still
enjoying sailing, buying new
boats and maintaining them, is
the marine industry itself.

Perhaps it’s time for Phuket
to take the initiative.

Duncan Worthington is a long time
Phuket resident and through
Infinity Communications
(www.infinity-comms.com)
consults to leading consumer
brands, hospitality and marine
clients in Thailand. In his ‘spare
time’ he runs the marine portal
www.MarineScene.asia.
#OnDeckPhuket

Phuket Gazette,
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I sI and remains worthy Investment

{ Property Watch

Desmond Hughes

LIKE many Phuketians, | took
a‘green season’ break with my
family. | chose Sydney and the
Gold Coast and inevitably a
visit of thisnatureleadsto com-
parisons with my home island
of Phuket.

Property investors interested
in Phuket will aso conduct their
own comparisons and therefore
agents, developers and owners
who wish to sell should take
note, just as much as those who
areconsidering buying, with the
main focus being whether or not
Phuket is still of good value.

ATTRACTIVE BUYING
PRICE ENTRY POINTS

Even though the cost of living
in Phuket ishigh thesedays, the
cost of investing in property
considering the surroundings,
beaches, schools, amenitiesand
access to the international air-
port as a hub, is still low.

Agents and devel opers used
to deliberately target the
investment bankers and
bonus-receiving expatriate
communities in Singapore and
Hong Kong as easy pickings
for persuading them that a
property twice as big as their
principal residence with a gar-
den and sea-view is available
for afraction of the price.

St i L TELY 4 ? 2
Despite rising costs of living, Phuket property is still a good deal - if you shop right. Photo: Oberpepe

Now that the market has
turned, agents, developersandre-
sdlers are looking anywhere and
everywhere for buyers, athough
they do not always get them.

Whoever the buyers are, the
price of entry still remains a
good valueif the choiceis con-
sidered carefully.

When | toured the eastern
suburbs of Bondi in Sydney
withmy real estate agent friend,
whichyouwill beamazedispart
of how | spent my holidays, |
saw properties for AUS$2 - 25
millionin, admittedly, pristinely
clean and convenient locations,
but size-wise not dissimilar to
some amazing properties avail-
able on Phuket.

| also spent afair amount of
timeenjoying Surfer’sParadise
on the Gold Coast of Brishane.
Sunsetsat the back and sunrises
for the early risers, got me

BOAT LAGOON PARK RESIDENCE
The Ultimate Marina Lifestyle

AALMAAAAN

Waterfront | Fully Furnished | Gated community | Supermarket

o 076 238 948 www.boat-lagoon.com

thinking ‘Yamu'.

The prices of aplacein 3.5-
star style apartments that are
not new but arewell maintained
are about AUS$750,000. These
alternatives are available for
property investors, and thereis
rental demand.

THE COST OF LIVING

As many Thais who have
moved to Phuket know, and in-
creasingly more foreigners
know, Phuket has an unreason-
able and unbalanced cost of liv-
ing. A quick Thai snack can
cost double the price in
Bangkok because those that
make the snacks have a higher
costs of living too. A bottle of
wine, which in most places in
the world would be a few dol-
lars, would be in the twenty-
dollar and thirty-dollar mark in

supermarkets.

A car, as per most of Thai-
land, isalso expensive. Renting
cars that are decent is expen-
sive, and if you are brave
enough to take a green plate or
‘limousine’ taxi, then you may
pay the cost of your meal per
head for the privilege.

This has a strong detrimental
effect on the micro-economy of
Phuket. How can tourists visit
shopping centers to spend their
money? How can afamily stay-
ingin an apartment conveniently
access a supermarket and a kids
playground wherethey fedl safe?

On my Gold Coast holiday,
we visited a park and used a
government-provided barbecue
to cook high-quality meat that
we had bought for alow price
at the supermarket directly be-
neath our apartment. We
bought a bottle of *cleansking

wine (AUS$4), whichisagood
quality wine, but just from the
glut of avineyard.

In summary, Phuket is
becoming internationally over-
priced and needs to be made
more safe, clean and conve-
nient — especialy in terms of
transport.

OVERALL
COMPUTATION

You can buy great property
cheaply, but live with middle-
class standard at a high
expense; eat international food
at international prices; drink
wine as aluxury; and you have
to buy or long-term rent-a-car,
unless you want to buy a con-
sortium of taxi drivers a new
house each year. You can live
near or next to a beach, a
stone’'s throw away from a
school. You can get to the air-
port in less than an hour from
most places, most of the time.
Phuket still has some charm,
financial benefits and a set of
challengesthat, although not the
same as a place like the Gold
Coast, are solvable. The value
in property still exists, but you
need some maintainableincome
to live comfortably in Phuket.

Desmond Hughes has been an
owner and operator of his law firm
in Thailand for 12 years and is a
Senior Partner at Hughes Krupica
law firm. www.hugheskrupica.com

|conic Royal Phuket Yacht Club
prepares to re-open in January

EXCITEMENT is building up across the island
over the upcoming reentry of the iconic Royal
Phuket Yacht Club in January.

After an expansive 18-month upgrade, the
Royal Phuket Yacht Club, which in 1986 wasthe
island’s first luxury hotel, will re-open under the
name ‘The Nal Harn’ on January 16, 2016.

Over the years, the 130-key luxury hotel has
come under both the Mandarin Oriental and Le
Meridien brands. However, in 2014, the hotel
was acquired by an affiliate of the private
equity firm SC Capital, which is also behind the
growing Manathai hospitality brand.

“It's an iconic property, it's well-known, it's
inNa Harn and it hasa significant design,” Bill
Barnett, managing director of C9 Hotelworks,
told the Gazette. “It was designed by famous
Thai architect Mom Tri [Mom Luang
Tridhosyuth Devakul] at the time and its return
isagood thing.”

Meanwhilethe 10-bedroom Ani Villas private
hotel, which is currently opening on Koh Yao
Noi in Phang Nga Bay, is expected to attract the
jet set crowd who wish to rent an entire full-
serviced luxury product.

The property will be re-named ‘The Nai Harn’.

“For us, it isinteresting to see Phang NgaBay
starting to evolve. Thereis The W in the works
in Phang Nga Bay as well,” Mr Barnett said.

“We are starting to see people looking at that
area, so that is an exciting development in terms
of people wanting something different.”

Already shaking things up on Kamala Beach
is the upcoming soft opening of Keemala, an
upscale boutique hotel.

“That is interesting for us because it's a
wellness and holistic-based concept. It's some-
thing different, so that is something we are
keeping our eyes on,” Mr Barnett added.

— Nina Suebsukcharoen
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Sangri launches mid-rise condo

By Nina Suebsukcharoen

THERE are panoramic views
of Phuket with glimpses of the
sea from the 14" floor of
Sansiri PIc’s recently com-
pleted, mid-rise condominium
The Base Height-Phuket, mak-
ing it something truly special.

With the starting price of a
30-square-meter unit, includ-
ing all transfer expenses at the
Land Department, coming to
1.99 million baht during a
promotional period, thishigh-
class condominium in the
center of Samkong is easily
obtainable.

While the infinity-edge
pool and roof-top garden are
beguiling, thereisalso alawn
with abig pool on the ground
floor for residents of the 358-
unit building.

Uthai Uthaisangsuk, Sandiri’s
executive vice president, said
that 60 per cent of the condos
have already been sold, withtwo
of the three designs still
available.

Though the 29sgm to
34sgm one-bedroom units are
the only options left for prop-
erty buyers, the two show units
are well-planned and attrac-

tively decorated.

“Most of the customers in-
terested in this project are
doctors and nurses who work
in hospitals in the Samkong
area,” Mr Uthai said.

ThisisSangri’sonly mid-rise
on Phuket, though it has already
built more than 10 condomini-
ums on the idand. This is due
to regulations preventing build-
ings to be more than 23-meters
high in the other locations.

It is also the island’s third
‘TheBase’ brand condominium,
with the first two being The
Base Uptown on the Bypass
Road and The Base Downtown
in Phuket Town.

“Normally in Bangkok, The
Baseisahigh-risebuilding. It's
only in Phuket that we are lim-
ited to building eight and 14
storey buildings.”

It has also unveiled a ‘Plus
Concierge’ service, run by its
subsidiary Plus Property Com-
pany, which includes a host of
choices on top of the essentials
to make life redly easy.

Like in a hotel, residents can
book rooms in spas, tours and
limousineservicetoand fromthe
airport. It also offers drinking
water and bill payment services.

Uthai Uthaisangsuk, Sansiri’s executive vice president, said that 60 per cent of the condos have been sold.

Phuket can expect more de-
velopments by the well-known
listed developer.

Mr Uthai confirmed that his
company stands firm on what
it said whenit first arrived here
—that it is going to be here for
along time.

“Sansiri has many classes of
property, including single-de-
tached houses and townhouses.
In Phuket, we have our Burasiri

single-detached  housing
project... We have developed
atotal of 15 projects here.”
Despite the upbeat mood
amid this elegance, one can
hardly forget that the Thai eco-
nomic growth is sliding. The
Bank of Thailand recently low-
ered its GDP forecast for 2015
to less than 3 per cent because
of worse-than-expected perfor-
mance in the export sector.

However, Mr Uthal optimis-
tically hopes that things will
improveintherest of theyear's
third and fourth quarters, as he
thinksthe economy hasalready
hit bottom.

“If the government spends
money on infrastructureinthe
third and fourth quarter, they
could stimulate investment
and | think the economy might
pick up.”

. for3y

Guaranteed
return
ears

*Terms and Conditi

Visit New Show Units within Laguna Phuket
or call for further info

076 362 333

www.cassiaresidences.com

* In the heart of Laguna Phuket
* 1-2 bedroom seaview apartments

-Phase 1Sold Out
iiit"hase 2 Launched




20 PHUKET GAZETTE

CLASSIFIEDS

August 22 - 28, 2015

PROPERTY FOR SALE

2-STOREY
SINGLE HOUSE
FORSALE

Burasiri Village. Koh Kaew.
Next to BIS. 3 bedrooms
(master bedroom with en-
suite and walk-in closet), 3
bathrooms. Fully furnished,
4 aircons, kitchen with se-
parate pantry. Parking for 2
cars. Communal swimming
pool, garden and fitness.

For sale: 6.6 million baht or
sell down payment: 400,000
baht. Long-term rent:45,000
baht monthly, 520,000 baht
yearly.

Tel: 089-840 5290 (Thai),
094-579 5666 (Thai/ Eng.)

Beautiful 4-bedroom & 4-
bathroom pool villa on 800
sgm land plot in Rawai/Nai
Harn area. Enclosed living
area of 260sgm. Pool is 75
sgm in lush tropical garden.
Asking 12.75 million baht.
Please call 087-267 1282
(English). Email: davidro
samond @ outlook.com

QUICK SALE HOUSE

2 bedrooms. Near Laguna. Fur-
nished. 2.2 million baht. For
more information, please call
093-713 2278.

URGENT DEPARTURE!
PROPERTY DEAL

Located at Kata Beach
Center. Takeover Thai Man-
agement Company, owner
of one 300sgm penthouse
with private elevator access.
One 2-bedroom apartment,
140sgm. One 32-seat res-
taurant. Solid returns yearly.
Normal real value is more
than 30 million baht. NOW
FOR SALE ONLY 23 mil-
lion baht. Contact Thierry.
Tel: 081-618 7295. Email:
thierry @ kataresidence.
com

PHANG NGA 14 RAI
CHANOTE
Situated in the beautiful Lam
Rue Valley and National Park,
Phang Nga. Price: 3.5 million
baht. For more information,
please call 081-924 1760 (En-
glish & Thai). Email: senna@
cscoms.com, www.abovephu
ket.com/clients/0432Expat_
Land_&_Law/htmI5/0432 New.

html

OWN YOUR
BANGKOK OFFICES

2-storey office building, 3
years old, set on a 400sgm
(20x20m) land. 16 million
baht (US$475,000). Ground
floor has 200sgm of office
space with kitchen, 2 bath-
rooms, store room, parking
space and small garden in
front. Upstairs are 2 offices
each 100sgm with bath-
room, balcony and aircons
unit. Ample parking, CCTV
and daily police patrol. 2km
from highway, 3km from
BTS Bearing. Tel: 02-398
4012, 081-633 8468, 081-
402 3918. Fax: 02-398
4014. Email: euraco@Kksc.

th.com

1 RAI - 180° OCEAN VIEW
YAMU HILL
1 rai, 180° ocean view. 24hr se-
curity, water & electricity supply.
Freehold. 5.5 million baht. For
more information, please call
084-625 5090 (English). Email:
yamu.hills.sunrise @ gmail.com

2-BEDROOM HOUSE
CHALONG
Leafy, aircon, secure, recently
painted, partly furnished, 152
sqm / 64sgm house. 2.3 million
baht. Tel: +61- 0433-366 121
(English), 076-296189 (Thai).
Email: nikpotter@web.de

HOUSE
FOR SALE/RENT
THALANG

rooms, 4 bathrooms. Tel:
094-595 2451, 094-595 14
44. Email: rightherephu
ket@ gmail.com

3 RAIIN PATONG

For sale. Near Simon Cabaret.
Chanote title. Ideal for hotels and
condos. Tel: 089-724 1505.

KHAO LAK
GUESTHOUSE
FORSALE

14 rooms, fully equipped. 3
storeys. 10 x 30m ground
floor can make restaurant
and bar, close to highway,
opposite Khao Lak Laguna
Resort. Near beach. Tel: 076-
485118, 081-894 1030.
Email: prasert3112@hot
mail.com

BEST VIEW AND AREA
IN PATONG
Condo for sale: Enviroment is
very quiet, lovely houses, no traf-
fic, cul-de-sac and a lots of
greenary, enjoy walking, 5 min-
utes drive to central Patong,
73sgm, 4 years built. So far no
one has lived in this condo. All
new interior. Very low manage-
ment fee, just 8.5 million baht.
Freehold. Tel: 081-107 4036.
Email: phuket0007 @ gmail.com

TOWNHOUSE
SUPALAICITY HILL

For sale (2.8 million baht) or
rent (12,000 baht/month) in
Supalai City Hill Estate,
Phuket Town. 3 bedrooms,
2 bathrooms, quiet, conve-
nient location, furnished, full
kitchen, decor, garden, car
park, 2 aircons. Available
from May 2015. For more in-
formation, please call 089-
874 0061, 086-291 4115.
Email: stephenfein@gmail.
com

GENERAL CLASSIFIEDS

Little Binstein

BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

URGENT DEPARTURE!
PROPERTY DEAL

Located at Kata Beach
Center. Takeover Thai Man-
agement Company, owner
of one 300sgm penthouse
with private elevator access.
One 2-bedroom apartment,
140sgm. One 32-seat res-
taurant. Solid returns yearly.
Normal real value is more
than 30 million baht. NOW
FOR SALE ONLY 23 mil-
lion baht. Contact Thierry.
Tel: 081-618 7295. Email:
thierry @ kataresidence.
com

Alcoholics
Anonvmous

If you want to drink

that is your business

INWONWANTY
31Uy

LT INSIONNS]

Daily Meetings

Patong, Phuket Town,
Chalong, Surin, Karon

081-895 4763
084-307 7408

Email: phuketaa@yahoo.com
Google | AAPhuket

Preschod]t and| Childcare: Genter 4

We are one of the newest child education facilities in Chalong, Phuket,
Our lessons are conducted in both Thal and English, based on the
Singapore thematic systermn. We offer fun and stimulating preschool

activities, surounded in @ happy, safe environment.

Playgroup 1 - 18 months old up to 2 years old
Playgroup 2 - 2 years old up fo 3 years old
Nursery - 3 years old up to 4 years old
Kindergarten 1 - 4 years old up to 5 years old
Kindergarten 2 - 5 years old up to leaving for primary school

9/11 Chaofa East Road, Phuket. Tel: 096-873 9372 (English), 093-257 0557 (Thai).
Email: einsteniané8@yahoo.com wwwilittleeinstein webzmp.com

PLUMBING DOCTOR

We fix all plumbling issues.
Contact Sumet. Facebook:
Sumet Boonlorm. Tel: 081-396
5050 (English & Thai). Email:
sumetphuket@ gmail.com

LEGAL SERVICES

Litigation, legal consulting and
court interpreter. Tel: 089-873
6533. Fax: 076-273399. Email:
phuketinterpreter@gmail.com

SOFTWARE
DEVELOPMENT

Web and desktop develop-
ment offered by experi-
enced Scandinavian devel-
oper. Magento, Drupal,
Wordpress, PHP, Java,
C++/Qt. Phuket based. Tel:
085-073 9994. Email: jan.
faroe @ gmail.com, http://
faroesoftware.com
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PROPERTY FOR RENT

KATA BEACH - FOR RENT
8,000-12,000 baht/month, has
everything, nice + clean, near
beach. For more information,
please call 086-595 8512.
Email: kataari@yahoo.com

SURIN BEACH CONDO
FOR RENT
Superb, modern, well furnished,
2 bedrooms, as nice as you can
get from 23,000 to 65,000 baht
per month, 6 months minimum
let. Tel: 084-249 6600 (English).
Email: stewartlees @ gmail.com

HOUSE FOR RENT

2 bedrooms. 1 bathroom. Ra-
wai. Soi Rantana 2. 12,000 baht
per month. 1-year contract. Tel:
089-908 4520 (English), 095-883
9597 (Thai). Email: 74tubb @
gmail.com

CHALONG AREAHOUSE
1-3 bedrooms. Quiet area. Fully
furnished. Tel: 081-892 4311.
Visit websit at http://palaigreen.
weebly.com

TOWNHOUSE
FOR RENT/SALE

In Phuket Town. 3 bedrooms, 2
bathrooms, 3 aircons, 2 storeys,
car park. Design for living in ev-
ery square inch, comfortable
and quiet. Near Makro and Cen-
tral Phuket. 18,000 baht/month.
Tel: 081-719 7015. Email: jassa
rabee @ gmail.com

PROPERTY & RENTAL
MANAGEMENT
Professional property manage-
ment company seeks additional
condominium buildings to man-
age as CJPM, also condos and
villas. Please send email to

resortgm @ gmail.com

TOWNHOUSE
SUPALAICITY HILL

For sale (2.8 million baht) or
rent (12,000 baht/month) in
Supalai City Hill Estate,
Phuket Town. 3 bedrooms,
2 bathrooms, quiet, conve-
nient location, furnished, full
kitchen, decor, garden, car
park, 2 aircons. Available
from May 2015. For more in-
formation, please call 089-
874 0061, 086-291 4115.
Email: stephenfein@gmail.

com

KATA
SEAFRONT LUXURY APT.
1 bedroom, 5-star, pools, spa,
gym, quiet area. Great price!
Email: asiasail@yahoo.com,

www.katasala.com

NAIHARN HOUSE
2KM TO BEACH
Located on a quiet road only a
few minutes walking to Nai Harn
Beach. Tel: 076-615905 (En-
glish & Thai). Email: kkareth@
gmail.com, www2.house scape.
org.uk/cgi-bin/full.pl?&wma

&&WMA1000279

SPECIAL RATE
ROOM + CAR
20,000 BAHT / MONTH

L =

Studio room + car. Price for
low season: 20,000 baht/
month. For more informa-
tion, please call 081-607 85
67. Email: suksavat@hot
mail.com

opposite Tesco Lotus, 37 Sgm, 2 fl. Studio room,
fully furnished.

2-BEDROOM BEACH
HOLIDAY CONDO

160sgm, large shared pool,
5-minute walk to beach, 3-
minute walk to town. Holi-
day or long-term rental.
Karon Beach. Email: gm
seasia@gmail.com

2-BED & 1-BED

GOLF & LAKE VIEW
Kathu. For rent on top of private
hill overlooking Loch Palm golf
course. Big pool, 4km to BIS /
Headstart Intl. Schools, security,
quiet, fully furnished, maid. Long
term: 35,000 & 30,000 baht per
month. Tel: 087-269 8492.

4-BED POOL VILLA

NEAR BIS
Set in a peaceful golf estate, a
lovely 5-minute drive to BIS, this
luxury villa has plenty of space
for family living. Only 70,000
baht per month. Tel: +65-098-
535 538. Email: ianawal@ya
hoo.com

POOL PENTHOUSE
KARON BEACH

Exquisite, 2-bedroom unit,
rooftop pool, gazebo &
sundeck, seaview. Holiday
or long term. Karon Beach.
Email: gmseasia@gmail.
com

ACCOMMODATION
AVAILABLE

APARTMENT FOR RENT
One-bedroom apartment, fully-
equipped kitchen with balco-
nies, overlooking the mountain
and the sea. Patong Tower. Tel:
076-344922, 083-280 9433 (En-
glish & Thai). Fax: 076-341870.
Email: kkiran23 @ hotmail.com

LUXURY CONDO
16,000 / MONTH

5min to Central Festival.
1 bedroom, living room,
kitchen, fully furnished, pool,
fitness, 24-hour security.
1,200 baht/day. Please call
086-683 7162, 088-768
9819. Email: yosompetch
@hotmail.com

7,000 BAHT / MONTH
Attached house, 2 bedrooms,
big garden on sea canal, near
Boat Lagoon. Contact Mee. Tel:
081-892 4311.

HOUSE FOR RENT

Fully furnished, 3-bedroom
house with wifi. Special rate
for long-term rent: 12,000
baht a month. Tel: 093-754
3311, 084-754 3311 (En-
glish & Thai), 080-521 9888.
Email: sornin_s@yahoo.
com

RECRUITMENT

Phuket Gazette

and should have:

The Phuket Gazette seeks to fill the following position:

CLASSIFIEDS/ADMINISTRATION 2 POSITIONS

Qualified candidates will be:

» Thai national, aged 22 years up

» Service-minded with an outgoing personality

» Able to work well with large numbers of
advertisers, both foreign and Thai

» A Bachelor’'s Degree from a recognized university

» A good sense of organization and respect for details

» Knowledge of basic office software, InDesign and
PageMaker would be a plus.

Qualified candidates are invited to send a CV to
Diao@PhuketGazette.Net

The Phuket Gazette Co Ltd
79/94 Moo 4, Thepkrasattri Rd, Koh Kaew
A. Muang, Phuket 83000
Tel: 076-273555, ext 207 Fax: 076-615240

TEACHER WANTED

Home schooling, native English,
female, Monday-Friday, 9.00-
2.00pm, 4 children, 7-9 years old.
Salary: 40,000 baht.Tel: 081-343
0777. Email: montha_phuket@
yahoo.com

PROPERTY LISTING

Siam Real Estate is looking for
a new, part-time member to
take property listings and photos
around Phuket. Must have own
transport. Good commision. Tel:
076-288908. Email: jobs @siam
realestate.com

BAR & LOUNGE
MANAGER - PATONG
Experienced Thai female, 30
years old, English speaking, at-
tractive personality. Excellent
wage + profit share package.
For more information, please
call 062-830 7754. Email: pierre.

zabbal@gmail.com

ATTRACTIVE FEMALE

WANTED
25,000 baht++ for an enthusias-
tic attractive Thaifemale to as-
sist in running a restaurant
in Phuket town. Must be fun
& speak English fluently. For
more information, please call
087-884 8271 (English & Thai).
Email: simon @ colonial-connec
tion.com

EMPLOYMENT

WANTED

EXPERIENCED

ITALIAN CHEF
50 years old, expert in modern
and international cuisines, look-
ing to relocate to Phuket. If inter-
ested, please contact me for full
CV. Kuala Lumpur. Tel: +60-017-
620 7226 (English) Email:
zanza64 @hotmail.com
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GENERAL AVIATION WHEELS & MOTORS

1999 ROBIN 2160i

Selling Robin aircraft or trade
it for a 4-seat Cessna or
Piper (based in Hua Hin).
The Robin: TT AF 300hrs.
SMOH 60hrs. Well-equip-
ped, two-seat aerobatic air-
craft. Has the Christen in-
verted oil system. King
KMA24 audio panel, KX155
nav/com, KI203 vor, KY197A
comm, KN64A dme, KR87
adf, KT76A transponder, CS
PA400 i-com, FP5 fuel com-
puter, CHT, OAT, Pitot heat.
4 million baht. Email: thos_
w @ hotmail.com

AIRPLAY ALTIS
MICROLIGHT
Superb trike with Konig radial en-
gine. Great economical fun. Little
used. Please call 089-111 6457,
081-397 7598. Email: kajoda
1954 @yahoo.co.uk

YOUR HELICOPTER

Flying and owning your own
helicopter has just become
possible. Free complete
flight instruction course with
your purchase. For more de-
tails, please send email to
pat@aeropromgr.com

See Phuket from above:
Book a trial/ =

If you would like to: —_ e
e Learn to fly B
e Buy or hanger a plane, or
e Build or rent a hangar

Call Robert: 081-810 4510 (Eng. Ger.)

O6y4eHue 1 noAeThl BOKPYT MxykeTa:
+66 94 386 2294, no-pyccCKMm.

TECNAM P-92

- Price: 1.5 million baht

- Registration: U-B08

- Year of Manufacture: 2002

- Equipment: Full standard
equipment

- Engine: Rotax 912-80hp
350hrs. Tel: 081-840 8418.

HAVE A PASSION
FOR AVIATION?

If you have an aircraft for sale or
an interest in aviation and wish to
learn how to fly or buy an aircraft
or arrange a private flight, etc,
please see our website at www.
aeropromgr.com/newsletter

HONDA CITY ZX
FOR SALE
Honda City ZX 1.5L is for urgent
sale in Kathu. Please contact for
details. Tel: 085-199 7201 (En-
glish). Email: hg@thailand-
travels.info

2012 FORTUNER 3.0D
1.2MB

Top model, all options, engine /
stereo / body upgrades, new
tyres, 19,000km, white color,
beige leather. For more informa-
tion, please call 081-572 1409
(English & Thai). Email: chali
nee-m@hotmail.com

TOYOTA SPORTRIDER
FOR SALE

3.0 diesel, 4-wheel drive, 3-
row seats, central locking,
aircon, ABS, power steering,
alloy wheels, CD player. For
sale: 190,000 baht. Cha-
long. For more information,
please call 087-265 0118.
Email: ant_ p_clark@yahoo.
co.uk

PICK-UPS

2010 RANGER DIESEL

4WD. Auto. Loaded. Runs & looks
great. New service. Reliable.
380,000 baht. Tel: 083-645 3546.

ISUZU DMAX
PLATINUM 4X4

Auto 2009. Tornado red.
New tyres. New battery. Tow
bar. Rack. Service history
and Blue book. Drives like
new at 55,000km. 520,000
baht. Rawai. Tel: 080-432
4772 (English). Email: stee
beeb@gmail.com

TOYOTA VIOS TRD
13,000 / MONTH
TRD Sportivo 2015. DVD + navi-
gator. Camera. Low season:
13,000 baht per month. Rawai.
Tel: 082-805 9676. Email:
irlak777 @yahoo.com

CAR + ROOM
20,000 BAHT / MONTH

Car + studio room. Price for
low season: 20,000 baht/
month. Tel: 081-607 8567.
Email: suksavat@hotmail.

com

CARS FOR RENT
During August to October we of-
fer monthly rate from 10,000
baht, Toyota Vios, Honda Jazz.
Tel: 085-655 2613 (English &
Thai), 084-847 4377 (English).

RENTALS

HONDA CITY
10,000 BAHT / MONTH

Cars for short- or long-term
rent with free delivery ser-
vice. For more information,
please call 081-607 8567.
Email: suksavat@hotmail.
com Please see our website
at www.phuket-carrent.net

CARS FOR RENT

Short- or long-term rent with
first-class insurance. Deliv-
ery service. For more infor-
mation, please call 086-690
0626. Email: bcarrent@hot
mail.com
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SEA RAY 390

40ft luxury yacht with reliable
fuel saving, twin CAT diesel
375hp engine. Two cabins,
head, aircon throughout, new
teak deck, full kitchen / galley.
Tax paid. 3.752 million baht.
Tel: 02-910 3384, 089-777 2366
(English & Thai). Fax: 02-910

August 22 - 28, 2015

THAILAND'S LEADING BROKERAGE AND NEW YACHT DEALERSHIP

LEE MARINE

Spternational hariine SSrokerage

e

3385. Email: athitapichari@ SENLE S04 Vitech 72 {1994 Bertram 60 (2001)
gmail.com 9,000,000 THB LISD$595,000
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE POWER & SAIL LISTINGS
POWER TEC WWW.LEEMARINE.COM
OUTBOARDS Martin Holmes Jim Poulsen Marcus Overman Mark Heath

Coming soon to our Boat Lagoon
and Yacht Haven outlets. With a
2-year warranty for pleasure
use. Great prices. 10% discount
on dinghy / outboard packages.
For details contact Alan Giles.
Andaman Boat Sales. Tel: 084-
842 6146. Email: boats@anda
manboatsales.com, www.boat
shedphuket.com

NOW IN STOCK

At our Boat Lagoon and Yacht
Haven outlets. Seaflo range of
bilge pumps, macerator pumps,
water pressure pumps, bilge
blowers, battery switches, etc.
Very competitive prices! Fortress
Anchors coming soon! Andaman
Boat Sales. Tel: 084-842 6146.
Email: boats @andamanboat
sales.com

BOTNIA TARGA 32
As new and with nearly all the
options. A quality Scandinavian-
built, fast cruiser at substantial
savings on the new price. US$
340,000. Tel: 084 842 6146.

Tel: +66 81 891 7057

3} =
Sunseeke

Tel: +66 81 891 3237

r Manhattan 63 (2012)

Tel: +66 81 968 1437

Tel: +66 81 787 9408

1,100,000 GBP

Albaran Pilothouse 75ft (1985)
USD$1,150,000

S

o ;4 | e
Maclntosh 47 (1988)
USDS$110,000

Sparkman & Stevens 36 (1970)
45,000 euro

Riviera 42 (2006)
11,500,000 THB

A

Symbol 57 (1990)

USD$460,000

Sunquest 53 (1990)
USD$249,000

GULF CRAFT 33
WALKAROUND 2007
Twin 250hp Suzuki 4 strokes
(low hours). Good electronics
package. Asking only 2.55 mil-
lion baht. Bring offers. Tel: 084-
842 6146. Email: alangiles
@boatshedphuket.com, www.

boatshedphuket.com

MACINTOSH 47 CUTTER
(1988)

Yanmar 4JH4-TE 75hp diesel
(2006). Just refitted. Great live
aboard. Realistically priced at
just US$110,000. Tel: 084-842
6146. Email: alangiles@boat
shedphuket.com, www.boat
shedphuket.com

RIVIERA 48 FLYBRIDGE
(2000)
2 x Caterpillar 660hp diesels. 6-
month engine guarantee. Must
sell, owner’s new boat has ar-
rived. Only 9 million baht. Nego-
tiable. Tel: 084-842 6146. Email:
alangiles@boatshedphuket.
com, www.boatshedphuket.com

Classified Advertisements

Please use this form to write your classified advertisement.
Then hand it to any of our agents.

Classified ads are charged per line. Each line is 140 baht,
with a minimum of 4 lines (heading included) per ad.

All advertising must be paid for in advance.

Deadline for Property Gazette page: Friday 3 pm.
Deadline for all other ads: Saturday 12 noon.

| (heading)

BRAND NEW 2015
KAWASAKI
Ultra 310R 1,500CC/310,
four-cylinder engine, moto-
cross-style, sport seat. Tel:
081-754 7599. Email: Sam
@mfjetski.com

VISION 49 SLOOP (1982)
45hp Volvo MD22. If you are
looking for a comfortable cruising
yacht at a very reasonable price
and capable of winning regattas
this could be the one for you.
Only US$69,950. For details
contact Alan Giles. Andaman
Boat Sales. Tel: 084-842 6146.
Email: alangiles@boatshed
phuket.com, www.boatshed
phuket.com

BAYLINER 325 SPORT

CRUISER 2007
Twin 260hp fuel-injected Mer-
cruisers, just overhauled. Class
leading space in cockpit and in-
terior. Realistically priced at just
2.8 million baht. Tel: 084-842
6146. Email: alangiles @boat
shedphuket.com, www.boatshed
phuket.com

o
5

INSURANCE “-*

Lambert Brothers
Insurance Brokers

¢ Boat insurance quotations
from different insurers
o Competitive rates
e Comprehensive coverage
o All other types of
insurance provided
Contact Khun Paew, Ton , Jane
at our office

Phuket Boat Lagoon
paew(@lambertbrothers.co.th

Tel:+ 66 76 273 385

www.lambertbrothers.co.th

SUNSEEKER
CARIBBEAN 52 (1992)
Twin Detroit 550hp diesels.
Many recent upgrades but still
with some work to do. Asking
only US$129,000. Bring offers.
Please call 084-842 6146. Email:
alangiles@boatshedphuket.
com, www.boatshedphuket.

com

KANTER 54 PILOT
HOUSE (1993)
Aluminiun Cutter. Yanmar 4LH
170hp diesel. Well-equipped
and maintained. Just reduced to
US$335,000. Tel: 084-842 6146.
Email: alangiles@boatshed

phuket.com
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By Alexander Maycock

GROM surf star Annissa
Flynn, 17, took thelocal surf
scene by wstorm ‘in her
younger.years, regularly
beating older, more experl-
enced board riders. "

‘egional competi-
t|ons most recently at the

ggu-in Bali.

o T placed sixth at
Canggu she says with a
shrug. “Thecompetition has
really grown and there are
a lot of young girls who are
home-schooled and live on
thebeachesin Bali. Their fa-
thers are all ex-pro surfers
and board shapers, soit’sre-
ally hard to beat them.

“When the competitions
are here in Phuket, I'm till
pretty hard to beat becausel
haveall thehomeadvantage.”

Anni isalso one of thetop
flow-boarders in the region
and spendsher out-of-school
days training and working
part-time as an instructor at
Kata's Surfhouse.

. "*./’\“

\s)lrwe is competing in -

 Quiksilver Challenge; which 7
Io k place th1§ June at

s
-..\ ~

: - ‘\b,‘
' ‘ & P I m

“I've won pretty much all
the recent flow-boarding
competitions. 1li Lim from
Singaporewon theworld title

- in Abu Dhabi last year and |

beat her at the Asian series,
but | couldn’t go to theworld

. finals because of school.”

Despite thecall of the surf,
Anni is trying hard-to keep
on top of her: school work.
“I’"'m finishing my final
year of school and thinking
about what to do after that.
My mum wants me to go to
university, so | have to keep
my grades up.

“Sometimes it’s hard to
find a balance because when
the surf is up, you want to
surf, or have to surf, and the
teachersdon’t really get that.”

Anni also has to contend
with a busy competition
schedule, with surf contests
looming in the Maldives, In-
dia and Indonesia all before
the end of September.

“We're looking for more
sponsorship sol can get tothe
Maldives. They have really
great waves on-the outer
fringes of the reefs, but we
would need to rent a boat to

stay on, so |t speng mak
Roxy Thailand  and
Surfhouse are both support-
ing Anni’s roll to boarding -
stardom, but the cost of com-
peting around theregion can
make being a surf star an
expensive undertaking.

TheFlowtour Asia, for in- *

stance, will see competitions

~inthePhilippines, Singapore,

Hua Hin and Bangkok over
the next few months. That's
alot of air-miles.

“I’ll try to get tooneor two
of those so | can get into the
finalsbecausel think thewin-
ner gets to go to the United
Sates or Koreathisyear.”

When the surf is up in
Phuket, however, you'll find
Anni atop thewavesat Kata
or Kalim.

“| used to like surfing ev-
ery day after school inthelow

season. But now | only want . ;

to surf if the waves are good.
“The best thing is not
thinking about anything

else, just being in the water

and feeling the waves come
past. And when | take off on
a good one, it'sincredible. |
loveit.”
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ASIA’S BOUTIQUE AIRLINE

Phuket Golf Festival 2015 1\

August - September

Package only for Thais and local expats.

e

LN

L)

N

Mission Hills Phuket
Golf Resort & Spa
076-310800, 076-310888

: 2,600 baht

For more infomation:
TAT : 076-212213,076-211 036

Laguna Phuket Golf Club
076-270991, 076-324350
Green fee: 2,850 baht
(includes caddy, golf cart)

Phuket Country Club
076-319200, 076-202186
Expats green fee: 2,800 baht
caddy: 400 baht

076-328088

Blue Canyon Country Club

ISSMN 1905 - 8268

For special air tickets only for this package please contact Bangkok Airways : 076-225033-5
Return ticket | Bangkok - Phuket 3,690 baht | U-Tapao - Phuket 3,690 baht | Chieng Mai - Phuket 5,790 baht
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