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M’ THE ISLAND IS EXCEPTIONALLY FERTILE FOR CORRUPTION’

Understand

Island , .

corruplion

B Policerankedasdirtiest’
officers serving province

By Chutharat Plerin

THOUGH the recently deceased Phuket Provincial Administra-
tion Organization (PPAO) President Paiboon Upatising will no
longer be called to task for aleged corruption in the develop-
ment of the PPAO Hospital, the case will continue, confirmed
Preechanun Pumlek, Chief of the Phuket office of the National
Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC).

To see the much-loved elected official removed from office
through Article 44 might have come as a surprise to those new to
the island. However, seasoned expats, frequent visitors and local
Thais know the island is rife with corruption at all levels. None-
theless, prior to his death from colon cancer, Mr Paiboon was
sure that the charges levied against him by the Auditor General
Office (OAG) would be swept away.

Corruption is not unique to Phuket, or even Thailand, which
was recently ranked 85 out of 175 countries by global corruption
watchdog Transparency International (T1). However, rampant
corruption in Phuket is driven by several unique qualities of the
province that aren’t seen to such a degree elsewhere in Thailand,
explained Surin Bamrungphol, founder and president of the
Phuket Anti-Corruption Network.

“Three major factors continue to contribute to corruption on
the island: the tradition of illegally fast-tracking projects, which
has been around since thetin mining era; the vast amount of money
flowing into the island via the tourism industry; and the nation-
wide standardization of government employee salaries regardless
of the cost of living,” said Mr Surin.

“Perhaps the largest issue of the three comes down to income.
Officers do not make enough money to live in Phuket, as it is
significantly more expensive to live here than any other prov-
ince. Additionally, Phuket often attracts high-ranking officersfrom
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Dr Surin is collecting data to better understand Phuket’s corruption.

outside the province, who the local officers have to host and
support with money from their own pockets.”

From 2007 to 2012, overal inflation in Thailand was mea
sured at about 16 per cent, but Phuket saw a 5-year inflation rate
of 26 per cent. In other words, during that period, the cost of
living in Phuket rose about 60 per cent quicker than Thailand as
a whole. Nonetheless, government officers are paid based on
their rank and position, with no adjustments made for location.

To better understand corruption on the island and to highlight
which offices are the ‘most corrupt’, Dr Surin began a three-
part, Thai-language corruption survey in 2013. He was not yet
ready to release the results for 2015, which explore solutions for
corruption on the island. However, he did go into detail about
last year’s results.

From May 2013 into 2014, 1,200 surveys were handed out to
students, government employees, local business owners and resi-
dents of all ages. The team received 611 responses

“The questionnaires asked participants to rank the top ten ...

Continued on Page 5

Beach chair
judgment day
on horizon

THE island’s beach chair
dilemmas will reach one
final meeting, where empiri-
cal data on the controversial
subject will be presented to
help finally settle this burn-
ing issue, Governor Nisit
Jansomwong said in an
exclusive interview.

Full story Page 3
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Gunman shoots
one at crowded
Chinese shrine

POL I CE are hunting a gunman
who shot a man during a
crowded ceremony in front of
the Guan Yu shrinein Chalong
on Sunday night.

Rescue workers and police
arrived at the scene to find
Teearapon Ponsamak, 24, cry-
ing in pain from a gunshot
wound to his abdomen.

“Mr Teearapon’sfriendstold
usthat he was at the shrine cel-
ebrating Guan Yu's birthday
with more than 300 other
people when he bumped into a
rival,” said Lt Cholada
Chokdeesrijan of Chalong Po-
lice. “They ended up arguing
and eventually the man pulled
out a gun and fired one shot.”

So far, the shooter has only
been identified by his nick-
name, ‘Tua. The suspect
dropped the gun and fled the
scene with a number of other
people, confirmed Lt Cholada.

Mr Teearapon was taken to
Vachira Phuket Hospital.

— Kritsada Mueanhawong

Thousands join
royd buria
ceremony for
‘Pink Panther’

THOUSANDS of people turned
out to mourn the death of former
Phuket senator and suspended
Phuket Provincial Administra-
tion Organization (PPAO) Presi-
dent Paiboon Upatising as he
was laid to rest at a Catholic
graveyard in Phuket Town on
Monday, following along battle
with colon cancer.

Adviser to the Minister of
Interior Siwa Sangmanee at-
tended the funeral as the guest
of honor and headed the cer-
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Phi Phi Police unaware
of ibon touts return

Phi Phi Police and national park officers vow to hunt for a pair of gibbons and their touts, following
a Phi Phi tourist snapping shots of them pushing the primates onto tourists in the popular
island destination of Ton Sai. For the full story, visit PhuketGazette.net. Photo: Gazette reader

emony of putting ‘Din
Praratchataan’, funeral soil
given by the Bureau of the
Royal Household, onthegrave.

— Chutharat Plerin

Tourist helps
rescue young
Sseaturtle

A TOURIST saved thelife of a

AY
THAILAND PREMIER HOME AND
COMMERCIAL FITNESS EQUIPMENT SUPPLIER

: Tel: 076 261 966-?, E-mail: ts2@sportathlon.co.th

Fax: 076 261 968

108/74 Chalermprakiat Rd.T. Rassada, Phuket, 83000

www.sport.co.th

Briefly

sea turtle on Lay Pang Beach
by aerting lifeguards after find-
ing it entangled in a discarded
fishing net last week.

The approximately one-
year-old turtle had already
suffered wounds, most likely
while trying to free itself from
the netting, explained Kongkiat
Kittiwattanawong, head of the
Phuket Marine Biological
Center’s Endangered Species
Unit.  —Thawit Bilabdullar

lllegal drugs
continue to
arrive by post

ILLEGAL drugsare continuing
to be delivered by the Thai
Postal Service, despite concern
being raised nationally early
last month, said the Thalang
District Chief last week.

The confirmation came on
August 8 as officers arrested
Siriphop Jaitrong, 35, when he
was picking up 5.4 kilograms
of kratom leaves from the Pa
Khlok Post Office. After
searching Mr Siriphop’s home
policeasofound anillegal fire-
arm and five rounds of
ammunition.

Mr Siriphop was charged for
the possession of a Category 5
drug with intent to sell and the
illegal possession of a firearm
and matching ammunition.

— Kongleaphy Keam

Man arrested
for steding
school |aptops

POLICE arrested a Myanmar
national last week for swiping
laptops costing an estimated
240,000 baht from Satree
Phuket School’s science and
math center last month.

The suspect, named only as
Mr Lek, was arrested at a
worker camp with 10 stolen
laptops and a video converter.

Mr Lek was charged for the

theft and for illegally entering
Thailand. Police continue to
hunt another suspect thought to
have taken part in the crime.

— Chutharat Plerin

Virgin Audrdia
flight retractions
not to affect

ariva numbers

PHUKET tourism and arrival
numberswill not be affected by
Virgin Australia cancelling
flights to Phuket and Bali from
Adelaide, Melbourne and
Perth, Director of Phuket Inter-
national Airport Monrudee
Gettuphan confirmed today.
Virgin Australia will replace
sarviceswithitsoffshoot Tigerair
in a bid to stem bleeding from
international operations, where
losses widened to AUS$69 mil-
lion for the year, reported The
Sydney Morning Herald.
— Kongleaphy Keam

Heavy weather
warning to last
until August 14

THE Officeof Disaster Preven-
tion and Mitigation (DDPM)
issued a new flash flood, land-
dide and heavy weather warn-
ing on Tuesday for an addi-
tional four days.

“We are anticipating heavy
rains, which could lead to fur-
ther flash floods and landslides
from today to August 14,” said
DDPM Phuket Office Chief
Santhawat Riwleung. “Please
be careful out there.”

The DDPM has aready is-
sued letters to local authorities
urging them to keep an eye out
for debris blocking drains.

— Kongleaphy Keam

Facebook post
helps identify
body of woman

FACEBOOK users were able
to identify the woman who
plunged to her death off Rawai
Pier last week, after pictures of
her body were posted on the
social media platform.

Witnesses saw Sriwann
Sarapoo, 49, walk down the pier
in the heavy rain at about
8:30am. Policeweretold that she
walked to wherethe waves were
reaching about two meters, and
then jumped in.

Ms Sriwann’s body was dis-
covered a couple hours later.

— Kritsada Mueanhawong
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Beach chair judgment day looms

By Chutharat Plerin

THE island’s beach chair di-
lemmas will see one final
meeting before the controver-
sial subject is laid to rest,
Phuket Governor Nisit
Jansomwong told the Phuket
Gazette in an exclusive
interview.

“Prince of SongkhlaUniver-
sity [PSU] Phuket campus will
present their results to me on
August 20,” Governor Nisit
said. “We will consider the in-
formation they bring to the
table and balance it with other
factors that will weigh into en-
suring the greatest benefit to the
public.”

Gov Nisit launched what
wasto beathree-month trial for
a beach management systemin
December that only allowed 10
per cent of the sands to be
zoned for vendors, and saw a
complete ban on beach chairs
of al types.

The following month, he
wasforced to take astrong pub-
lic stance against those who
opposed the policy.

“I would like to make it
clear. We will continue to
strictly enforce the rules pro-

A final decision on the fate of Phuket’s beach chairs is coming soon. Photo: Gazette file

hibiting beach chairs on Phuket
sands,” he said at the time.
The governor’s statement
flew in the face of Patong
Mayor Chalermluck Kebsup's
call for a compromise follow-
ing several incidents on Patong
Beach during which tourists
became outraged after police
asked them to removetheir sun
loungers from the sands in

compliance with the no-chair
policy.

“This is about changing the
behavior of both beach vendors
and tourists who have gotten
used to occupying the beaches
with sun loungers over the last
30 years,” Gov Nisit said.

In June, the governor
downplayed his strong stance
against beach chairs, saying

that he would rely heavily ona
study being conducted by PSU.

“We have the initial results
already. We need to study and
analyze specific aspects of the
findings, especially how it per-
tains to environmental issues,
economics, tourism and social
management, so that our
research is more valuable
and conclusive,” Dean of

Faculty of Technology and
Environment Pun Thong-
chumnum told the Gazette
shortly after the governor
made it clear that the study
would play alarge part in his
decision.

“After the new plan is set,
local government will work on
making the zones more attrac-
tive for tourists, and of course,
no ownership. The locals who
service umbrellas can help tour-
ists with setting the umbrellas
up in the zone. But the umbrel-
las must be put away as soon
astourists|leavethe beach,” Mr
Pun said.

“We have come up with a
suggestion based on five essen-
tial factors: legality, preventing
theuse of public land for profit,
creating harmony between all
parties, creating more income
and environmental friendli-
ness,” he said.

“We have comethisfar. | ex-
pect the best solution will be a
long-term plan to help Phuket
achieve a bright future.”

However, the bottom line
for the management plan will
be what makes the most
people happy, Gov Nisit
confirmed.

Drug dealer givespolicethe dip

POLICE are hunting for an
armed drug dealer who man-
aged to flee his home before
officers arrived to seize a
cache of drugs worth more
than 5 million baht and a num-
ber of firearms.

“When we arrived at the
suspect’s home at Si Suchat
Grand View 5 in Rassada, the
air conditioner was still on
and there was freshly pre-
pared food in the kitchen, but
the man was gone,” said
Phuket Provincial Police
Deputy Commander Pinit
Sirichai. “We assume that the
suspect was tipped off about
the raid.”

Prior to the search, police
had yet to identify the man op-
erating out of the house.

“During the raid, we were
able to find the ID card of
Anuwat Thongtan, 31, as well
as numerous bank cards in his
name. We suspect that heisthe
man we arelooking for and will
ask the court to issue an arrest
warrant,” Col Pinit said.

Police aso discovered four
handguns, one silencer, 400
rounds of ammunition, 2.15
kilograms of ya ice (crystal
methamphetamine) and 1,469

Police seized more than five million baht worth of drugs.

ya bah (methamphetamine)
pills, along with a number of
other assets believed to be
linked to criminal activity.
During the raid, a man
claiming he was a taxi driver
appeared at the home. How-
ever, he denied having any
involvement with the drugs
and explained that he had only
come by to talk to the suspect

about fixing a car, Col Pinit
said. Police declined to name
the man, but took him to the
Phuket Provincia Police Sta-
tion for further questioning.

Cal Pinit expects to charge
Mr Anuwat with possession of
a Category 1 drug with intent
tosell and illegal possession of
firearms.

— Kritsada Mueanhawong
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Demolition
comesto end

TWO days of demolishing
illegal buildings on Phuket's
west coast came to an end with
officialsvowing toreturnand re-
moveany other illegd structures.

“The owners of two venues
werefully aware of the ordersto
vacate the premises and tear
down the structures,” said
Thalang District Chief Veera
Kerdsirimongkol. “The Sakoo
OrBorTor [local administration
organization] had already offi-
cialy notified them that they
were encroaching on national
park land and to remove the
buildings — but the owners ig-
nored thegovernment’ srequest.”

Mr Veera explained it was
necessary for the government to
step in and do it for them.

“We will rid the island of
buildings encroaching on public
land,” Mr Veerasaid. “However,
it is our job to ensure that laws
are being followed as we do <o,
which means it is not dways a
quick process.”

— Chutharat Plerin

Python caught at sa:red Pruket shri ne

A LARGE python was discov-
ered seeking highland near a
Phuket shrine permeated with
local lore.

The estimated three-meter-
long snake, weighing about
five kilograms, was quickly
bagged at the Baan Toh Sae
shrine in Kathu Wednesday,
Kusoldharm Foundation rescue
worker Kasun Naepnean told
the Phuket Gazette.

The shrine was built in
honor of thelegend of Toh Sae,
who arrived on the almost en-
tirely uninhabited Phuket
island in ancient times, or sothe
story goes.

Toh Sae had sailed from
Malaysia and Indonesia with
his two brothers, Toh Ya and
Toh Phra Thaeo, all of who
are considered gods to
believers.

When they landed, the three
men split ways. Toh Yawent to
the west coast near Surin and
Kamala; Toh Phra Thaeo went
to Thalang, where there is now
a shrine erected in his name;

Rescue workers catch the python at Baan Toh Sae shrine in Kathu. Photo: Kusoldharm Foundation

and Toh Sae, went to Mueang
—hisfirst stop being Khao Toh
Sae, commonly known asMon-
key Hill.

Some locals believe that
shortly after arriving, Toh Sae
performed a miracle to help a
marooned fisherman survive.
It is this alleged miracle that

Afternoon Tea Activity #2/2015

Join us
for a health talk for expats
on the topics

“Truth beneath the skin
& prevention of skin cancer”

The dangers of skin cancer
By Dr. Pannarat Benjhawaleemas, Dermatologist

Topic 2:

Curing skin cancer through minor surgery
By Dr. Attawut Chuathong, Surgical Oncologist

Topic 3:
Advanced technique in skin cancer care
By Dr. Mingkhwan Tippayawong, Pathologist

Topic 4:

Holistic treatment to overcome skin cancer
By Dr. Sirisak Rojanaprasertkij, Medical Oncologist

Date: Friday, 21 August 2015
Time: 15.00 - 16.30 pm
Venue: Bangkok-Phuket
Oncology Center, 3™ floor
Remark: Conducted in English

FREE OF CHARGE

plus refreshments

—eg@o—

Book now through

Mr. Mark Anthony Alviar
E-mail: Mark.an@bgh.co.th
Tel. 1719 ext. 3735
(during office hours)

continues to inspire some
people to make offerings at
the shrine in which the snake
was found.

The python was released at
Bang Wad Dam in Kathu.

A bigger reptilian surprise
arrived in aPhuket bathroom on
August 3, when rescue workers

were forced to wrangle with a

20 kilogram monitor lizard.
“There are many reports of
dangerous animals everyday.
Therefore, if you find one in
your home, please do not hesi-
tate to call us 24 hours aday at
076-246 301,” Mr Kasun said.
— Kongleaphy Keam

SUMMER JUNIOR GOLF TREAT
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Purchase our 20-voucher driving range pass for
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Looking for a
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Reviewing corruption data

From Page 1

...most corrupt offices in
Phuket in order. Additionally,
they sought information about
the type of corruption per-
ceived or witnessed,” Dr Surin
said.

A number of studies have
called into question the validity
of survey-based data collection
methods. Probably the most
widely debated issue, with re-
gardto corruption surveys, isthe
relative value or reliability of
perception-based versus experi-
ence-based data, reports Tl inits
‘Gateway Corruption Assess-
ment Toolbox’ publication.

“While there is far from a
consensus on the issue, experi-
ence surveys are usually
considered more reliable to
measure petty corruption, while
perception surveys are deemed
more appropriate for shedding
light on the prevalence of grand
corruption (policy capture,
nepotism and so on). Further-
more, whilethere is some good
evidence of astrong correlation
between corruption experience

Money games galore on this paradise island, says Phuket Anti-Corruption Network President. Photo: Isaac Stone Simonelli

YACHT SOLUTIONS

presented on the survey werethe
local police; the Land Depart-
ment in Phuket Town and
Thalang; local government bod-
ies; Thalang District Office;
Muang District Office; Kathu
District Office; Phuket Immi-
gration Police; Natural
Resources and Environment
Phuket Office; Phuket Tourist

and percep- . Police; and
tion, this trend kAnd U|t|mate|y1 MONEY  satree Phuket
is  uneven buys loyalty. ] School.

ceross coun —Dr surin,prescentof | A e S
publ’i cation Phuket Anti-Corruption T%yai—langugge
stetes. Network it was not sent

“There may, in some cases,
be increased levels of tolerance
toward corruption in areas
where corruption experience is
high, or conversely, heightened
awareness of corruption in ar-
eas where there is a greater
focus on tackling corruption by
authorities.

“Other factorswhich may af-
fect the perception of the level
of corruption in a country, re-
gardless of actual experience,
include economic devel opment,
trust in government ingtitutions,
press freedom, population size,
education... or the business en-
vironment.”

Thebusinessenvironment in
Phuket is exceptionally fertile
for corruption, said Dr Surin.

“The island is developing
rapidly, with new businesses
opening al the time, bringing
in fresh money,” Dr Surin said.
“Additionally, more and more
people are moving to theisland
to take advantage of the eco-
nomic growth, despite the
increased cost of living. These
factorsmakeit aprimelocation
for continued growth of corrupt
practices.”

Thetopten‘most corrupt’ of-
fices out of the 25 options

tointernationa touristsor mem-
bers of the expat community,
noted Dr Surin.

A number of corrupt activi-
ties were flagged in the survey
as regularly occurring. They
ranged from getting students
into well-established schools,
to officers making payments to
higher-ranking officials in
order to secure

k | cannot deny that

Phuket Provincial Police
Deputy Commander Peerayuth
Karajedee was not surprised
when confronted with the re-
sults of last year’s survey.

“l cannot deny that there is
a problem with police corrup-
tion throughout Thailand,” Col
Peerayuth said.

However, the results ulti-
mately are not helpful to police
attempting toreinin corruption,
said Col Peerayuth.

“The results show overall
perceptions, but fail to provide
the leads necessary for us to
take action,” Col Peerayuth
said. “We need everyone out
there to help us ensure govern-
ment officersarefulfilling their
responsibilities.”

Dr Surin hopes that his anti-
corruption network will continue
to strengthen, in order to take
more direct action and support
the police officers who are at-
tempting to curb corruption.

“At a na-

better posi- _ : tiona level, we
tlo‘r)?-h i of there is a problem with ~ aready thave

e list o : . organizations
forms of cor- pO|IC€ corrup_tlon that do this.
ruption  is  throughout Thailand.J  However, hav-
extensive. — Phuket Provincial Police ing our own

However, expe-
diting services
is a commonly
cited form of corruption, as is
paying bribes. There were aso
allegationsof medical equipment
purchases being centered around
the medical company providing
free overseas to doctors,” said
Dr Surin. “However, corruption
in the police forces is by far the
worse problem.”

In general, commanders are
effectively in charge of control-
ling their officers, explained Dr
Surin.

“And ultimately, money
buys loyalty,” he added.

Deputy Commander
Peerayuth Karajedee

anti-corruption
network on
Phuket ismore
effective,” he said.

Dr Surin explained that one
of the largest battles in the war
on corruption is against apathy.

“ Some peoplethink that cor-
ruption has nothing to do with
them because they do not see
how they aredirectly affected,”
Dr Surin said. “However, we
are all affected by corruption.
We pay taxes and our taxes
must be spent for the benefit of
our society as awhole, not just
to be put into some individu-
als pockets.”

ELECTRICAL

AIR CONDITIONING
REFRIGERATION

MARINE ENGINEERING
SHIPWRIGHT SERVICES
CARPENTRY

PAINTING & FINISHING
WELDING & FABRICATION
HYDRAULICS

SO

YACHT SOLUTIONS

+66 (0) 927526214 1 +66 (0) 76 238 450
technicalservices@yachtsolutions.com
www.yachtsolutions.com

Contact:
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It is expected that the 32-
sar-old Briton will then be re-
sanded in custody at Phuket

avincial Prison until the trial
egins.

Ms O"Hanlon's remains
:re taken to Bangkok on Au-
+st 4 for autopsy, although at the
ue of going to press the Ga-
e wats told that the procedure
ad not been completed.

Pol Col Teeraphol Thipja-
| ien, Superintendent of Kathu
y olice Station, told the Gazette

a August 2 that an initial exami-
ation of the body suggested that
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<4 in the foce with a blunt ob-
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dominated the news a decade ago.

A picture of the smiling 31-year-
old and her boyfriend at the time —
the confessed killer — was page one
of the August 13-19 issue of the
Phuket Gazette. In hindsight, itishard
not to find yourself searching their
eyes and faces for some hint of what
was going to come during their time
on this paradise island.

Not only wasthe case on page one,
it was also the ‘Inside Story’, as the
Gagzette sat down for an exclusivein-
terview with the killer, Paul
Chetwynd-Talbot. Mr Chetwynd-Tal-
bot was later sentenced to 10 years
imprisonment.

However, it was not al doom and
gloom in the news — though there
seems to be a worldwide pertinacity
for it. Luckily, there also seemsto be
rays of good news in every issue of
the Gazette — like the warm sunshine
on Kata Beach, after high tide hasre-

has been picked up,
during the southwest
monsoon  season.
Thereisclearly apush
for more good newsin
every issue of the Ga-
zette.

Nonetheless, the senseless violence
that occasionally sheds blood on this
idand, such as the man being shot in
the stomach as hundreds celebrated the
birthday of Guan Yu last week, seems
to aways find itself column inches.

However, a decade ago, the good
news was Jungceylon.

Yes, that iconic shopping mall com-
plex that has become the center piece
totheisland’'s premier party town had
yet to open its doors. However, de-
vel opers confirmed to the Gazette that
it was ‘still on target for opening in
November’.

Jungceylon aready had its opening
date postponed due to ashortage of la

hindsight

tsunami
period.

Unlike the people
behind the numerous
unfinished objects
[UFOs] seen scat-
tered aong the
Andaman coast, here was one set of
investors whose confidence has
panned out like a gold digger’s just
prior to the 1848 rush in California

“The management of Jungceylonis
confident that the complex will help
attract touristsand investors both from
Thailand and around the world to
come and witness the opening cer-
emony,” the Gazette wrote, attributing
this  confidence to Rena
Undomkunnatum of the management
firm Phuket Square.

Eventually, Jungceylon would ben-
efit the whole tourism industry in
Phuket, she said — and boy, was she
right.
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issue also had apositivetonetoit, as
theisland helped organizethe‘ highly
entertaining World Boxing Organi-
zation title fight between Ratanachai
Sor Vorapin and Panamanian chal-
lenger Mauricio Martinez' —anybody
remember who won?

Thefight for theisland though was
not the boxing match, it was the push
to develop Phuket as a sport tourism
destination, which has largely been
a success due both to private invest-
ments by Laguna Phuket,
Thanyapura and a number of other
businesses, as well as the heavy
marching by the government sector.

Where those who have heavily in-
vested in Phuket and those charged
with the governance of theisland will
lead us ten years from now is diffi-
cult to foresee. However, at least one
week 10 years ago, there seemed to
be a positive outlook for our future.

— Isaac Stone Simonelli
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Women face
charges for
‘dirty’ dancing
In temple

TWO women, who were cap-
tured in a video clip dancing
provocatively in skimpy red
dresses at Ayutthaya's Wat
Chaiwatthanaram, surrendered
to police on August 8 and
apologized for their behavior.

Models Thannicha Nam-
panya, 27, and Nithikan
Chotithanapongsathit, 30, told
reporters that they went to
Ayutthayafor aphoto shoot on
June 12 in exchange for
10,000 baht. After the shoot,
the two claimed they decided
to record a clip of them danc-
ing on one of their personal
phones for fun.

The video later went viral.

Schools urged
to review tatoo,
piercing ban

THE Education Ministry has
urged private vocational
schoolsin Bangkok and nearby
provinces to reconsider their

Groom gives
bride coffin

THE cliche for weddings
around theworld isthat ‘dia-
monds are forever’. How-
ever, the Thai groom from
Leoi Province had adifferent
wedding gift idea that would
be ‘forever’ — a coffin.

Yes, aman named only as
‘Diao’ by Kapook.com dug
in deep for a coffin for his
bride-to-be for what he
thought would be avaluable,
lasting life lesson.

Mr Diao explained that he
thought that during their life
together money would only
get spent, eventualy leaving
the couple broke. However,
the coffin would stay with
them forever, housing them
for an eternity after death.

The Edgar Allan Poe-like
dowry gift shocked anumber
of people on Facebook, after
pictures were posted by the
bride under the Thai
username Amp Poo Rak Sat
See Ka Kang Thanon (Amp
the lover of four-legged ani-
mal on the side of road).
Lucky for Diao, he found a
woman who didn’t get cold
feet at what could have been
mistaken as a thinly veiled
threat or poor taste.
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new admission standards,
which bar students with wide
ear-piercings and clearly vis-
ible tattoos.

The Association of Private
Technological and Vocational
Education Colleges proposed
the new admission standards
earlier this month and unless
changed, they will be imple-
mented at the start of the next
academic year at all of the
association’sprivate vocational
schools in the area.

Wide ear-piercings and tat-
toos are just the fashion for
teenagers and do not reflect a
person’s behavior, so it
is improper to deny them
access to schools, noted
Education Ministry Perm-
anent Secretary Kamjorn
Tatiyakavee.

Specia court
divisonsto
combat three
key crimes

THE Criminal Court’s specia
divisionson human trafficking,
corruption and misconduct of
state officials, as well as nar-
cotics, were officially launched
on Monday.

These divisions have been
created to ensure cases related
to these three crimes can be
tried effectively, the Criminal
Court’s Chief Judge Athip
Chitsamrerng said.

The moves were part of the
effort to reform the process of
prosecuting human-trafficking
cases after the United States
decided to keep Thailand onthe

NATIONAL NEWS

Briefly

lowest level of its ‘Trafficking
in Persons (TIP) report, sug-
gesting that Thailand’ swork on
combating this problem was
not effective enough.

Hefty illegal
fisning pendties
now enforced

ILLEGAL fishing vessels and
equipment will be seized or
destroyed and vessel owners
could be jailed for up to five
years under anew order by the
National Council for Peace and
Order, issued under Article 44
of the interim charter.

The fines for such offenses
will range between 100,000
baht and 500,000 baht.

Peoplein thefisheriesindus-
try have continued to claim that
the law has been implemented
too fast and warned that many
operatorswill beforcedto close.

Useof ‘sntax’
to be reviewed

DEPUTY PRIME Minister
Yongyuth Yutthawong is back-
ing awatchdog committee's de-
cisontoinvestigatethefunding
of three public organizations
that get money fromthe‘sintax’
on acohol and cigarettes.

The agencies referenced
were Thai Health Promotion

Foundation (ThaiHealth), Thai
Public Broadcasting Service
and the National Sport Devel-
opment Funding Office, which
all have been given full use of
funds from the tax without go-
ing through the bureaucracy.

Bomb kills
marine, injures
three in South

ONE Marine was killed and
three others seriously injured

when a bomb planted in a cook-
ing cylinder exploded as an
eight-strong patrol team passed
through Narathiwat’sBacho dis-
trict on August 5. The team was
providing protection for teachers.

The marines engaged the
assailants in a brief gunfight
before the bombers retreated
into the forest. Police found
spent M16 and AK-47
cartridges at the scene.

A national-security source at
Chulabhorn Military Camp
said the attack, believed to be
part of ongoing unrest, was
allegedly carried out by a
Bacho-based insurgent cell led
by Rormeulee Kajaekaso.

Pay-outs made
to cyclists
families after
drunk daying

AN INSURANCE firm agreed
on August 4 to pay 1.2 million
baht to the families of three
cyclistskilled in acar accident.

The victims were riding with
friends in Chiang Mai province
when adrunk university student
ploughed her car into their group
at 6am. The accident killed three
cyclists and injured two others.

The driver was covered by
mandatory and voluntary car-
insurance policiesfrom Mittare
Insurance.

The firm has agreed to pay
200,000 baht from the manda-
tory policy and 1 million baht
from the voluntary policy.
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After the flood

RECENT flooding in many parts of the island will come as
little surprise to long-time Phuket residents, who have wit-
nessed so many of theisland’s natural drainage cour ses bull-
dozed and covered with concrete and asphalt over the years.

Even worse, Bangkok isreportedly sinking under its own
weight due to factors that include excessive groundwater
pumping, decades of over-construction and poor land use
management — not to mention the inherent impracticality of
allowing a metropolis to develop atop an alluvial floodplain
just above sea level. Adding in the specter of rising sea levels
due to climate change, some have predicted that large parts
of the Thai capital could be submerged in just 15 years time.
So potentially direisthe situation that the government is se-
riously talking about construction of a massive protective
seawall with an equally massive price tag. The initial esti-
mates are sitting at about half a trillion baht.

Global warming, El Nino and other global hydrologic ef-
fects are indeed very worthy of serious study, consideration
and concer n. But therecent flooding herein Phuket haslittle,
if anything, to do with these phenomena — and everything to
do with shamefully poor land use planning, a lack of con-
struction oversight and basic common sense.

Patong is the perfect example. In its natural state, it isan
almost perfect flood-proof catchment area. Backed by the
jungle-covered hillsides of the Nakkerd Hill Range, the copi-
ous amounts of water brought in annually by the southwest
monsoon could haveeasily run back into Patong Bay through
natural channels — until *development’ arrived.

Over theyears, an endless seriesof poorly-planned projects
has created the chronic flooding problem we witnessed yet
again last week. It is perhaps ironic that the wor st-affected
area nowadaysis hometo many of thetown’s most vital pub-
lic services: the tessaban office, the local police station and
Patong Hospital, to name just a few.

Recent reaction to theflooding situation in Patong hasbeen
sadly predictable: more pumps, more pipes — more budget.

Better enforcement of the island-wide ban on new perma-
nent structures 80 meter sabove sea level, sensibly introduced
in 1997, could have alleviated many problems we see today.

It is too late to rectify the past, but it’s time to seriously
consider a moratorium on new developments that could ex-
acer bate existing flooding problems — at whatever elevation
they happen to be.
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water not
allowed

Taking respongbility for Phi Phi trasn

As along term expat living in
Phuket for 20 years| canremem-
ber when the beaches on the sur-
rounding idands of Phuket were
in pristine condition.

Having just returned from a
long weekend at the Phi Phi
islands with my family, | was
literally horrified by the amount
of garbage floating in the sea
in Maya Bay, along with heaps
of rubbish on both Pileh Cove
and Monkey Beach.

| was charged 400 baht per
person to set foot on MayaBay
beach, yet the National Park
Rangersdid nothing to clean up
the beach or the garbage float-
ing around in the bay.

This needs to be publicized
and brought to the attention of
the public and the National
Park Authority of Thailand that
it is simply not good enough.

| spoketo many holiday mak-
ers staying on Phi Phi Don and
the message was loud and clear,
‘the Phi Phi Idlands are beauti-
ful, however, we will not return
asitiscovered in rubbish.’

If the Phi Phi Islands are a
national treasure of Thailand,
then the National Park Rang-
ers need to act accordingly.

These Thai National Park
Rangers are employed to keep
the national park looking beau-
tiful — picking up the rubbish is
part of this. Please write a story
on thisastherangersneed to an-
swer for their unbelievable
laziness and lack of caring for
one of the most beautiful idand
chains anywhere in the world.

It wasreally embarrassing to
see so much litter scattered
throughout the park .

Giles Howle

to the Editor

Do you have an opinion to voice?
Email Editor@PhuketGazette.net

Kind and helpful
people on Phuket

As a born and bred
Bangkokian, who only moved to
Phuket seven weeks ago, it has
struck me how different people
on the island are compared to
suave urbanites in the capital.

A memorable experience
was when a supermarket cash-
ier questioned whether | really
wanted to buy an imported nail
cutter for 160 baht. Of course
shewasalluding to thefact that
| could get one for one-third of
the price at aconvenience store,
because they did not have any-
thing cheaper.

| bought the imported one
anyway, but really appreciated
how kind she was in trying to
help me save some money. This
sort of a thing would seldom,
if ever, occur in Bangkok, or
most other mega-cities.

Then again, while shopping
for aparticular brand of vitamin,
the sales girl at the pharmacy
told me that they did not have
this variety but their competitor
across the arcade would.

City-dlickersrarely help the
competition, as thisisland girl
did.

To me, Phuket is not only a
beautiful place, but the people
too are amicable and kind-
hearted.

Newcomer
Phuket Town

Finding the will, to
help find the way

Re: Gazette online, Post Office
continues to deliver illegal
drugs to Phuket, August 10

A sniffer dog at the main
post office along with a scan-
ner is not that difficult to
implement if the will is there.

A second dog to be deployed
at Tat Chat Chai checkpoint
would be a bonus. A third dog
would allow flexibility and
random searches at other
checkpoints.

There have been some sig-
nificant ya ba finds lately, but
how much is getting through
duetothegovernment'sarchaic
practices?

Mister Ree
Gazette forum

Giving the tourists
what they expect

Re: Gazette online, Phuket
Governor announces beach
chair judgment day, August 8
| have many friends in the
pensioner age from Europewho
can afford five-star resorts and
who used to come regularly to
Phuket. They told methey won't
come again until the beach
chairs and umbrellas are back.
To have a good holiday, it's
necessary to provide proper,
clean beach facilitieswith beach
chairs, umbrellas, food, drinks,
clean toilets, lifeguards, etc. If

tourists don’t get what they ex-
pect, they will go elsewhere.
Tourist needs

Gazette forum
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Phuket’s aspirations
call for new projects

Currently, Phuket doesn’t have
a low season. | am surprised
that hotel occupancies are very
high, especially at the five-star
and four-star hotels. Most are
at about 85 per cent occupancy,
both in the southern and north-
ern parts of the island.

It is also abundantly clear
that we are now seeing better
quality visitors, as Phuket is
more welcoming to free inde-
pendent tourists (FITS).

According to statistics from
January to August 4 this year,
there have been more than 7.5
million peoplevisitingtheidand,
comparedto 6.7 millionlast year.
Thisisan 11.9 per cent increase.

Our touristsarefrom so many
different countries, and, to my
knowledge, the Chinese are the
largest group. We are aware that
thetotal number of Russian and
European tourists is decreasing
compared to previous years.
However, the volume of Chi-
nese tourists coming to the
idand isfilling the gap.

We are also starting to see
touristscoming fromthe Middle
East and Vietnam. Overal, | am
confident that Phuket is doing
well in the tourism market.

However, Phuket must open
its eyes and see what should be
changed or adjusted for these
tourists. For example, as we
have more tourists coming from
theMiddle East, we should have
more halal food and prayer
rooms available in hotels.

Phuket and its people are
now learning how to provide
world-class service. Both the

\ Nisit Jansomwong, 52,
/ t from Ratchaburi, landed on
_|a the island in October to
"!’f take up the position of
: Phuket Governor. He has
a master’s degree in
administration from Chula-
longkorn University, where
he graduated with honors.
Before coming to Phuket,
Governor Nisit was governor of Ratchaburi province
for a year.
Governor Nisit is pushing mega infrastructure
projects in Phuket in order to welcome tourists from
around the world in hopes of Phuket becoming a

world-class tourist destination.

government and business own-
ershaveto drive Phuket forward
together.

We are now in a transitiona
period. Touristswant cleanliness,
convenience and safety, with
safety being amust for both land
and marine tourism, so better
transportation hasto be provided.

The island requires many
changes. We have received a
large amount of money, almost
2 hillion baht, to develop our in-
frastructure. The contracts for
two of Phuket’s new under-
passes have been signed and
construction hasaready started.

Future plans include an un-
derpass at Mueang Mai
Junction, near Phuket Interna-
tional Airport, two flyover
projects, one just north of
Thalang Town and onein front
of Baan Jee Teng.

[ttakestimetoimproveal the
infrastructure on the idand. For
years we did not have any mega

Words from the Wise

end up being one.”

beauty isart.”

enough for ajoke.”

“Most artiststry to avoid clichés, but it's
pretty hard to avoid them if you your self

— Daryl Hall of Hall & Oates
“Love of beauty is taste. The creation of

— Ralph Waldo Emerson
“Eternity is a mere moment, just long

— Hermann Hesse

projects in the works. We must
be patient for a better future.

| would like to apologize for
any inconveniences that these
projects cause. The government
has given us the budget and |
am making sure that the
projects are well taken care of
by the construction companies,
are kept on track, and are safe.

Please understand that we are
now trying toimproveour isand.
Phuket earns alot of money for
the country and now the govern-
ment is giving back and trying
to help us grow.

| know it is easy to complain
about the projects, but we need
to be consderate of the people
who are working their hardest to
make Phuket better for everyone.
At the same time, we encourage
everyone to keep an eye on the
projectsand let usknow how we
canimprovethem and keepthem
safe. We will work together to
drive our idand forward.

| writefor thetrees

CONSTRUCTION is under-
way for much anticipated and
loathed underpass at the Bang
Khu intersection with cranesin
full swing and excavators mak-
ing their rounds on what little
patches of green still left.

While recently sitting at the
red light, | was daydreaming of
the beautiful new home that all
the little shrubs, flowers and
bushes would be sent to.

No sooner had my thoughts
fully formed than an excavator
droveover avery large, healthy
shrub and started digging up a
patch of smaller shrubs.

| hadn’t been that bewil-
dered or caught off guard since
theday | found out that my par-
ents’ names were not actualy
‘Mom’ and ‘Dad’.

Although | hail from Ver-
mont, | am no ‘tree hugger’— |
drink my fair share of things
from plastic bottles, constantly
forget to bring my own bag to
the grocery store, and most re-
cently killed my beloved patio
plant because it got too much
rain, but | did find it surpris-
ingly offensive when | saw
perfectly healthy plants that
could be transplanted else-
where, being dug up without
any regard to the purpose and
beauty that they could serve
someone somewhere else.

On one hand, beach chairs
and buildings are being torn
down and taken away to pre-

Island View

By Katie P Arnold

Do you have an opinion to voice?
Email Editor@PhuketGazette.net

serve Phuket’s natural beauty,
while on the other hand, natu-
ral beauty is being ripped up
and put into a dump truck
to support Phuket’s ever-
worsening traffic, an equally
unattractive deterrent for tour-
ists and residents alike.

There are constant PR cam-
paigns, with abundant numbers
of press photosof people plant-
ing mangrove treesin honor of
aperson or a special day. Why
can we not transplant what we
already have for the fact that it
is honoring the environment,
Phuket and the plants them-
selves?

| fear that no good will come
from taking away all thelovely
greenery in the middle of the
island so that more people can
go see the natural beauty of the
beaches on the outskirts.

It'slike ordering an amazing
looking cheeseburger only to
find that it is actually made of
Sous meat.

| am not an expert on this
subject by any means, so | will
leave you with thewords of the
good doctor: ‘No more trees.
No more Thneeds. No more
work to be done.” — Dr Suess.

Issues & Answers

How do | get an international motor bike licence?

HOW can| get aninternational
motorbike driver’s licence if |
only have a Thai motobike
driving licence?

Send us your queries and
we’ll ask the right people
to respond to them.

Submit your issue at:

www.PhuketGazette.net/
IssuesAnswers

Mr Konlayut Jattutasri, Li-
cense Registrar, Phuket Pro-
vincial Land Transportation
Office (PLTO), replies:

You must come to the Phuket
Land Transport Office (PLTO)
for this, asrules and regulations
often change. However, in or-
der to get an international
driver’s licence right now, you
must haveavalidfive-year Thai
driving licence.

If you haveafive-year licence,
you need to prepareacopy of the
licence, your passport, visa,

work permit and any other
documents needed to provethat
you are legally staying in Thai-
land. This should be submitted
to the PLTO with the correct
form, which you can only get
by visiting our office.

If you do not have afive-year
licence yet, you can prepare al
the same documents and
present your caseto the PLTO.

The fee to get an interna-
tional licence is 505 baht.

The PLTO is open Monday
to Friday, 8am to 4:30pm.
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Time to ranvest bank stocks, ETFs

Finance

By Don Freeman

BOND vyield curves have
grown steeper and this means
itisagood timeto take acloser
look at investing in bank stocks
or bank ETFs but risk-adverse
investors will still need to be
selective when choosing what
toinvestin.

STEEPER CURVES
ARE GOOD FOR BANKS

To begin with some investing
basics, short-term interest rates
are set by central banks but
longer-term rates are deter-
mined by the market even
though they can also be af-
fected by long-term inflation
expectations and central bank
activities.

Avyieldcurveissimply aline
plotting interest rates [at a set
point in time] for bonds having
equal credit quality, but differ-
ing maturity dates. The most
frequently reported yield curve,
popular because it is used to
benchmark other debt, such as
mortgage or bank lending rates,
compares the three-month,
two-year, five-year and 30-year
US Treasury debt. The shape of
thisyield curveis closely ana-
lyzed to help predict future
interest rate changes aong with
the direction of the overall
economy.

Thisyield curvewill usually
have one of three types of
shapes: Normal which indi-

cates that longer maturity
bonds have ahigher yield com-
pared to shorter term bonds;
inverted, pointing to shorter
term yields being higher than
the longer term yields andisa
sign that a recession could be
coming; and flat, indicating
that shorter and longer term
yields are very close to each
other and is a sign that some
sort of an economic transition
is coming.

Any rise in long-term rates
can be viewed as an indication
of an improving economy and
this is reflected by a steeper
yield curve.

Bank stocksof al sizesaong
with their margins and bottom
lines will usually gain from
steeper yield curvesbecausethey
can borrow on lower short-term
rates or use shorter term depos-
its to lend on higher long-term
rates. Inaddition, lending growth
generaly picks up when jobless
rates fall while deal-making
activity, whichyieldsbig feesfor
investment bankers and larger
banks, also heats up when cor-
porate executives feel more
confident about the economy and
financial markets.

A GOOD CASE
FOR REGIONAL BANKS

Given the steady drumbeat of
negative news or uncertainty
surrounding China, the Euro/
EU, Greece and now Puerto
Rico which appears to be
heading in the same direction
as Greece, risk-adverseinves-

Risk-adverse lnvestors may be hesitant to invest in bank stocks with a global footprint. Photo: Halfd

tors might be hesitant to
invest in bank stocks with a
global footprint or direct
exposure to these troubled
countries or territories.

Moreover, many global
banking behemoths have
underperformed due to regula-
tory fines and new rules put in
place since the financial crisis
that have tended to decouple
their financial performance
fromthe actual economy. Large
banks have also searched for
growth by bulking up poten-
tially risky trading businesses
or they have embarked on big
cost-cutting or restructuring
initiatives.

Given the problems and

risks associated with larger
banks, investors should take a
closer look at regiona banks
operating in one region of a
country, for example a state, or
withinagroup of states, but not
internationally.

While there are many good
regional bank stocks to con-
sider, the SPDR KBW
Regional Banking ETF
(NYSEARCA: KRE), which
tracks the performance of the
S& P Regional Banks Select In-
dustry Index and comes with a
0.35% expense ratio, would be
the easiest way to gain expo-
sureto the sector. KRE s shares
areasoupover 9% YTD, 14%
over the past year and 90% over

the past fiveyearsplusthe ETF
has a yield of around 1.6%,
whichisbetter than most banks
in developed countries are pay-
ing on deposits.

Don Freeman,BSME is president
of Freeman Capital Management,
a registered investment adviser
with the US Securities Exchange
Commission (SEC), based in
Phuket. He has over 15 years
of experience working with
expatriates, specializing in portfolio
management, US tax preparation,
financial planning and UK pension
transfers. Call for a free portfolio
review. Don can be reached
at 089-970-5795 or email:
freemancapital@gmail.com.

Market not yet at bottom

THE bottom is still eluding
the stock market while the
economy does not stand a
chance of expanding morethan
2 per cent in 2015, so investors
have to be more defensive and
selective, according to SCB
Asset Management (SCBAM).

The main index has been
resilient this year amid exter-
nal turbulence — Greece's
debt crisis and China's stock
market meltdown — because
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of low foreign holdings in
both stocks and bonds and the
country’s strong financial
fundamentals.

“If you ask me where the
bottom of the index is then |
have to say that | cannot see it
right now aswe arelooking for
it,” Narongsak Plodmechai,
senior executive vice president
and chief investment officer at
SCBAM, told reporters last
week. — The Nation

Above all communications Support
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Brokers urge strict share transfer rules

AN ASSOCIATION of bro-
kers is seeking stricter
regulationsrelated to the trans-
fer of stocksthrough securities
firmsin order to prevent fraud.

The call came after fraud
was suspected in the transfer of
about 300 million baht worth
of late construction tycoon
Chuwong Saetang’s shares.
The hillionaire was killed in a
car crash under suspicious cir-
cumstances late June.

His family has been pushing
for closer investigation into the
businessman’s death, which
camejust daysafter heallegedly
transferred the shares to two
women, who claim they were
intimately involved with him.

Pattera Dilokrungthirapop,
chairwoman of the Association
of Thai Securities Companies,
told Nation TV on Friday that
the brokers' group wanted to
see some changes to the

Alleged share transfers made just before the suspicious death of
Chuwong Saetang (R) sparked the push for strict rules. Photo: The Nation

current regulations.

She said that only customers
with legitimate accounts should
bealowedtotransfer their shares
through brokerage companies,
and thetransfer of sharesto any-
body other thantheshareholder’s
legal spouse or child should be
prohibited. Evidence of family
relationships should aso be re-
quired along with the request for
share transfers.

Ms Pattera acknowledged

that existing regulations were
already strict, with every
transfer signature being ex-
amined by two brokerage
officials and the transfer be-
ing confirmed by telephone
with the account holder.
However, judging from the
suspicions surrounding Mr
Chuwong’s case, “there are
still risks that could lead to
problems,” she warned.

— The Nation
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Prepared for community boom

Boat Arcade focuses marketing on children needs to draw families

By Isaac Stone Simonelli

THE Boat Arcadewill continue
to focus on children’sactivities
and their needs in the second
phase of the project, following
the recent completion of the
first phase, where the area has
been developed as the ‘East
Coast Edutainment & Family
Center’, confirmed Kanittha
Prasopsirikul, managing direc-
tor of ‘By Kanittha Company
and Boat Arcade’s public rela
tions representative.

The marketing strategy fo-
cuses on the simple fact that a
child's well-being and happi-
nessisthe bottom line for most
families.

“A kidislike aking of every
family, ared boss. If you get a
kid, you get the whole family,”
Ms Kanittha told the Gazette.
“After the huge success of the
first phase, we arelaunching the
second phase of Boat Arcade
with many more attractions.”

The 50,000 square feet of
retail spacein thefirst phaseis
already 100 per cent occupied
by 25 shops, many catering
specifically to children’sneeds,
and Villa Market.

“Asyou can see, we are re-
aly transforming Boat Lagoon
from a working marina to a
lifestylemarinaand village. We
called it the ‘New Boat La-

Taekwondo is one of the many skills that children and adults can learn at the new facility.

goon’,” Deputy Managing Di-
rector of Boat Development
Company Boon Yongsakul said
during his opening speech last
week.

“From our market research,
we strongly believe that the
new community on both sides
of Thepkasattri Road, with
many new, big housing
projects, will generate traffic

and become a hew community
of itsown. Therefore, our Boat
Arcade will be ready to serve
thisnew exciting neighborhood
and community.”

A large part of the founda-
tion of the targeted community
in Koh Kaew is derived from
the British International
School, Phuket (BISP).

“Twenty years ago, when

Better profitsvia social media

3 ¥ Business Buzz

Simon Wetherell

WH EN trying to increase prof-
itability, it is best to ascertain a
company’s sales funnel, break
it down into a process map and
then analyze each of the sales
procedures to see where the
good and bad resultsare, asthis
will help in working out the
changes needed to increaserev-
enue in each area.

Even a small tweak improv-
ing 1 or 2 per cent at each
process point could lead to a
massiveincreasein profitability.

To put thisinto asimple situ-
ation, say 1,000 people see an
advertisement placed in anews-
paper. Imagine that a hundred
people take action and go to the
website, then 60 people enter
their details on a contact form,
30 of them respond to an email,
20 people schedule a sales cal,
10 people make the call and fi-
nally three people buy.

Now imagineif resultscould

be improved at each step.

How should this be done? It
isactually easier than you think.

By designing a post with the
outcome in mind, it can help
reach your goal. So, if you want
people to like your page, ask
them to. Everything we do
should have a cal to action.

If we want them to comment,
makeit clear and ask aquestion.
If we want them to visit our
website, encourage themto click
on the link to receive a benefit.

Thisisall very basic, but 90
per cent of people fail to do it.

If you do it right, | bet you
can make a huge difference to
your business. So leave a com-
ment with your thoughts.

Simon Wetherell is a social media
expert, lawyer, best-selling author
and international speaker. He now
resides in Phuket where he trains
businesses and individuals on
how to profit from the use of social
media. For more information go to
http.//PhuketOnlineMarketing.com
or call him on 095 085 3355.
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British International School,
Phuket was built, much of the
surrounding areawas still farm-
land and forest,” BISP
Marketing and Communica-
tions Manager Simon
Ostheimer told the Gazette. “1n
the intervening two decades,
Koh Kaew, and the east coast
of Phuket in general, has seen
an explosion of housing com-

plexes — including the arrival
of big developer names like
MBK, Land & Houses, and
Sansiri — and, in more recent
years, increased shopping, din-
ing and entertainment
opportunities.
“Withitsfamily-friendly mix
of shopping, dining and
edutainment, Boat Arcade is a
great addition to the Koh Kaew
area. | know that our parents,
students, staff and the entire
BISP community will be
pleased to have additional offer-
ings like this on our doorstep.”
Boat Arcade will bring a
number of features to the east
coast community when it offi-
cialy opens next month. There
will be an indoor adventure
playground, music and lan-
guage schools, as well as art
and martial arts classes.
Among the professionally-
run learning centers are Babies
Genius, a branch of Phuket
Academy of Performing Arts
(PAPA), Dragon Taekwondo
School and Yu Music Academy.
There are aso a number of
boutique shops, dining venues
and other draws for parents.
Ms Kanittha added that de-
tails of the project’s second
phase would be announced in
the fourth quarter of this year,
butitisalready 60 per cent sold
out.

Looking for a place to stay?
See more classified ads at

www.phuketgazette.net

Reserve Your Storage Space

Call 076 29 29 09

or visit mystorageasia.com

22 7 Sizes to Sut all Budgets
W Personal & Business Storage
| = 7 Motorcycle Storage

8 ' Left Luggage Service

" Archive Storage

“ 4 Storage Insurance Inclusive

B MY STORAGE

Secure, Clean & Cost Effective Self Storage
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This week’s eve

Congratulations to
Bangkok Hospital Phuket

Bangkok Hospital Phuket received the * Outstanding Entrepreneur’
Awardfor thisyear (2015) inlabor skill development, from Thailand's

Welcoming HRH Sultan Mizan Sainal Abidin (right) upon his arrival at the Movenpick Resort & Spa at Karon
Beach, for lunch and a hotel tour during his recent visit to the island, is the resort's popular general
manager Hansruedi Frutiger. Photo: Movenpick

- ] \.
g e m—
Displaying the award are (from L-R) Nartkamol Chamratkan, manager of the
hospital’s Total Quality Center; Chaowalit Laoprasertsiri, manager of human
resources; and Pilailak Jongcharoenwattana, director of the nurse division.

Hewljrrgahe;rhlard!chaljugimgwa%[ sup\er/ flagu.st‘lii !ct? a%gcg A memOr a.bl e d | te a/mt

(who is of Thai and Austrian descent), strode into Twin Palms Phuket’s Palm
Seafood restaurant, together with his family for a special dinner on July 28.

- : i y r '__ it Ii| I| I
» . = il
1. - - e i
; . Y [ : ‘ J Merriment filled the air at the Blue Elephant Phuket on July 28, when
1 = SRR ... B il Mekhong’s Brand Ambassador Anuchit Jureegasa presented pairings of

On hand to welcome Nadech (center) are Somjai Tungkoo, Twin Palms Group Executive Manager (left), and Mekhong cocktails with Thai food to a large crowd attending the ‘Mekhong
Sittichai Jienatham, Twin Palms Phuket’s Hotel Manager. Photo: Twin Palms Elite Table’ event. Photo: Blue Elephant

Lotussuper cars [
iInvade Phuket §§

PHUKET was in for atreat last weekend when
30 magnificent Lotus machines arrived on tour
from Kuala Lumpur. The event, titled ‘ The Lo-
tus Experience Phuket’, was organized by Chris
Poon of Malaysia's Toycarz Private Garage.

At right: Four of the 30 cars, led by Malaysian
legend and motorcycle racing champion O Kah
Beng (4th from right), shocked onlookers when
they demonstrated a few high-speed, tire burning
driftsin the parking lot at Phuket FantaSea.

The three-day event was covered in depth by
the Gazette's ‘ Phuket Today’ show. Each weekly
show airs nationaly, twice daily for seven days.
See the cars on MCOT, True Visions and Phuket
Cable, starting on August 21.

Photo: KC Khor
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nts in Paradise

Boat Arcade community mall

Boat Lagoon executives and VIPs attended last week’s press conference for the
brand new Boat Arcade community mall at the Boat Lagoon Phuket. Guests were
ableto meet the new mall’ stenants, who will be offering ahost of new edutainment,
shopping and dining experiences at Phuket's liveliest east coast marina.
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Boon Yongsakul, Deputy Managing Director of the Phuket Boat Lagoon (left), and Somkiet
Sangkhaosuttirak, Vice Governor of Phuket.

d

and Chawalit Rat of the HOCK Noodle Bar.

Kanittha Prasopsirikul, Managing Director of By Kanittha (left) who organized the event,
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ALL SMILES: (From L-R) John Magee of the Phuket Gazette; Boon Yongsakul, MD of
Boat Development Company; and Santi Kanchanabandhu, organizer of the prestigious
annual Phuket King's Cup Regatta.

oy N - =
HAVING FUN: (From L-R) Panisa Thin, owner of the Incense Spa; Nicolas Monges of the
Singapore Yacht Show; Pimlaphat Tae and Witoon Chanchumrat, owner of the Boat
Lagoon’s popular dockside restaurant Les Diables.
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THE Phuket International Women's
Club (PIWC) will reach out to yet an-
other flock of young minds with more
than 2 million baht worth of scholar-
ships on August 19.

“We want to give a better future to
students in financial need. We work
closely with schools, colleges and uni-
versities as we move through the
selection process,” said PIWC Schol-
arships Chairman Wipa Tanmanatragul.

“Once the facility selects those they
believe are in need of the support, we
will interview the students.”

This year PIWC will hand out 165
scholarship for secondary schools, vo-
cational college, Phuket Rajabhat
University and universities outside
Phuket. Thetotal number of scholarships
issued each year is dependent on the fi-
nancial needs of those receiving them
and the success PIWC has with fund-

Phuket International Women's Club gives away B2mn in scholarships

raising programs, confirmed Ms Wipa.

“The students must be doing well
academically, and really be in need of
financia help to continue their studies.
The most important element is their
need, though their attitude is also im-
portant,” MsWipasaid. “ They must be
willing to learn and try hard to make a
better future for themselves.”

PIWC started handing out scholar-
ships more than 25 years ago, and now

is even receiving some support from
students previously awarded the schol -
arship, each giving what they can.
However, such return is not expected

by PIWC members, said Ms Wipa.
“We don’'t want anything in return
fromthe students. We are proud of them
and wewill try harder to continue grant-
ing these scholarship,” Ms Wipa said.
“Wejust want them to be good people.”
— Chutharat Plerin

Local svimmers makesplash at FINA

Phuket Gazette

FUTURE Olympians, who are
onayear-long FINA swimming
scholarship at Thanyapura
while they prepare for the Rio
Olympics, stormedtovictory in
the pool in Kazan, Russia
breaking a total of eight na-
tional records from four differ-
ent countries.

“Thedebut of the* FINA Road
to Rio’ group has been such
a success so far, with five
swimmers from four different
countries contributing to eight
new national recordsso far at the
FINA World Championships. |
am so proud of al of them,”
Thanyapura's Head Swimming
Coach Miguel Lopez said.

Nepalese swimmer Sofia
Gadegaard Shah, who just three
months ago spent awhileliving
in her car after the devastating
Nepal earthquake, placed anin-

Sofia Gadegaard Shah, 17, broke a national record for Nepal at the FINA World Championships.

credible first in her heat in the
Women's 200m freestyle race,
beating the Nepalese record
withatimeof 2.18.93. Later that
week, she broke another
Nepaese national record in the
50m freestyle event.

Following Sofia’'sincredible
run was a double whammy by
Kimiko Raheem and Cheran de
Silva of Sri Lanka, who con-
tributed to the 4 x 100m
individual medley relay record.
Following this, Kimiko cel-

ebrated once again after she
broke the Women’s 200m back-
stroke record with a time of
2.21.1.

A day after Nepal celebrated
Sofia’s glory, team mate Sirish
Gurung smashed his own na-

tional record for the Men's
100m freestyle with a time of
58.22, but the records didn’t
stop there.

The Madives was cheering
at the FINA World Champion-
ships when Aminath Shajan
beat her current Women’s
200m breaststroke national
record by two seconds.

Indian swimmer Sajan
Prakash broke the 1,500m
freestyle national record
and earned himself a B quali-
fying time for the 2016 Rio
Olympics.

The six swimmers are part
of the 20 scholars from all
around the world who are on
theyear-long FINA scholarship
at Thanyapura to swim in the
Olympics.

The scholarship applicants
were selected from Thailand,
Nepd, the Maldives, Vietham,
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, India,
Myanmar, Timor Leste and
Rwanda.

Bl SP boys spend summer
with Brazilian champlons

THIS summer, eight boys from
the BISP Cruzeiro Football
Academy based at British In-
ternational School Phuket
(BISP) trained at the home of
Brazilian champions Cruzeiro
EC to learn about the facilities,
watch training sessions, and
meet the players.

Cruzeiro International Devel-
opment Coordinator Adriano
Queiroz explained that the
Phuket-based student-athletes
were invited to spend a month
in Brazil, where they partici-
pated in various activitiesin the
city of Belo Horizonte, home of
Cruzeiro EC.

“These athletes are part of the
Cruizeiro Academy program in
Thailand, where they train with
our methodology,” said Mr
Queiroz.

“It has been a great oppor-
tunity for them to meet with and
learn from our professional
players, the president, and ev-

BISP boys travel to Braz|| to learn
from Cruzeiro EC.

eryone associated with the

club,” Mr Queiroz added.
The BISP Cruzeiro Football
Academy was established in
August 2014 as a partnership
between Cruzeiro EC and Brit-
ish International School
Phuket. The agreement has al-
ready seen great results,
including winning gold inthree
different categories at the 13th
edition of the BISP Soccer Sev-
ens, heldin November last year.
— Phuket Gazette

WHAT’S ON
__in Phuket

August 16. Bike for Mom
TheBikefor Mom event will
take place on Sunday, August
16, from Phuket City, to Kathu,
to Saphan Hin in honor of HM
Queen Sirikit's 83rd birthday.
The bike event is aimed at
promoting a healthy lifestyle
throughout the island.
Activities include traditional
and aerobic dancing at Phuket
City Hall, treeplanting in Kathu
and musical performances and
activities at Saphan Hin.

September 5-6. Fourth
Bohemian Workshop
Phuket’s very own Adriano
Trapani will be holding the
fourth edition of his*Bohemian’
signature photography work-
shop on September 5 and 6 at
Banyan Tree Phuket, co-hosted
by Sony Ambassador for the
PhilippinesManny Librodo. For
more information contact

g Mmﬁrimkona

CRERTOROT RO NORSTORs]

VALK YRIES FROM OUTER SPACE WILL BE AMONG US

adriano.trapani @gmail.com or
cal 084-844 9215.

October 23. Chulalongkorn
Memorial Day
Chulalongkorn Day com-
memorates the reign of
RamaV, who is best remem-
bered for introducing many
progressive reforms and for

the abolition of slavery.

December 5. HM King
Bhumibol Adulyadej’s
Birthday

HM The King's birthday is
also marked as Father’sDay in
Thailand, with festivities
taking place throughout the
country.
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Saddle up to ‘Bike for Mom’

PEOPLE throughout Thailand, includ-
ing Phuket, will mark the auspicious oc-
casion of Her Majesty Queen Sirikit's
83 Birthday with a mass bicycling
event entitled ‘Bike
for Mom 2015’ on
August 16.

The event is
being held in re-
sponse to His Royal
Highness Crown
Prince Maha
Vajiralongkorn’s
wish to express his
gratitudeand loyalty
to Her Mgjesty the
Queen on this spe-
cial occasion, said
Prime Minister Gen
Prayut Chan-o-cha

His Royal High-
ness the Crown
Prince will lead one of three processions
in Bangkok. It will consist of 400 people,
including the Prime Minister, members of
Cabinet, the President of the National
LegidativeAssembly, the President of the
Supreme Court, permanent secretariesand
deputy permanent secretaries of various

k Thai people are ready to
unite in the activity to express
love and loyalty to the monar-
chy. This [cycling event] also
yields benefits to the majority
and creates an atmosphere of
people’s unity and reconcilia-
tion that the National Council
for Peace and Order and the

government aim for.

Gen Prayut Chan-o-cha

ministries, the Bangkok Governor, mili-
tary leaders and the Commissioner
Genera of the Roya Thai Police, aswell
as members of the private and civil sec-
tors.

The second pro-
cession will be led
by Her Royal High-
ness Princess
Bajrakitiyabha. It
also comprises 400
people.

The third proces-
sionwill bejoined by
about 20,000 mem-
bers of the public.

In Phuket, the
26-kilometer route
will start at Phuket
Provincial Hall,
journey through
Phuket Town and
other communitiesin the central section
of the island, and end at Saphan Hin.

“The participants should ride slow.
Thisis not arace. We will boost safety
along the route by arranging more po-
lice officers to supervise,” Phuket
Governor Nisit Jansomwong said follow-

— Prime Minister

Phuket comes together
to honor H M the Queen

Gov Nisit and his wife Nutsaree honor HM the Queen. Photo Phuket PR

CELEBRATIONS of the aus-
picious occasion of Her Magj-
esty Queen Sirikit's 83 birth-
day, which is also National
Mother’s Day, began early
Wednesday morning.

At 7:10am, Phuket Gover-
nor Nisit Jansomwong led the
island’stop officialsin offering
alms to 84 monks at Sanam
Chai near Provincial Hall.
Those attending the specia oc-
casion dressed in bluein honor
of HM Queen Sirikit.

After the alms-giving cer-
emony, Governor Nisit, his
wife Nutsaree, and other offi-
cials attended a ceremony at
Phuket Rajabhat University,
where they joined well-
wishersin signing a congratu-
latory book for Her Majesty

the Queen.

Phuket officials also cel-
ebrated Mother’s Day by
releasing 83 turtlesat the Royal
Thai Navy Third Naval Com-
mand in Cape Panwa.

Finaly, at 7:10pm, Governor
Nisit lead ahomage-paying cer-
emony at
including the lighting of
candles and singing of the
Royal Anthem.

Meanwhile, blood donors
were given a t-shirt embla-
zoned with ‘Blood for Mom’
for their donation at the
Phuket Regional Blood Cen-
ter (PRBC). A total of 400
t-shirts were given away in
honor of HM Queen Sirikit's
birthday.

Sanam Chai,

— Chutharat Plerin

His Royal Highness Crown Prince Maha Vauralongkorn W|shes to express his gratitude
and loyalty to Her Majesty the Queen. Image: Phuket PR

ing asuccessful practiceride on July 19.

The event is also aimed at promot-
ing a healthy lifestyle throughout the
island. Activities include traditional
and aerobic dancing at Phuket City

Hall, tree planting in Kathu and musi-
cal performances and activities at
Saphan Hin. The event will run from
3pm to 6pm.

— Gazette Saff

reen-|
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Better biking with Olympian Nick Gates

.4 Blazing Saddles
y By Baz Daniel

AT THE end of 2014, Than-
yapura Phuket launched their
Cycling Academy headed up by
former Olympian and Tour de
France star Nick Gates.

Nick hails from Sydney and
has over 15 years of experience
in pro-mountain bike, adventure,
track and road racing. He twice
competed in the Tour de France
for theLotto-Domoteam and has
won the Commonwealth Bank
Classic and the Australian na
tional road race title.

“The CyclingAcademy isan
extremely impressive addition
to our host of international-
standard sports facilities and
programs,” Thanyapura Chief
Executive Officer Philipp Graf
von Hardenberg said at the
time. “Given the increasing
popularity of cycling, we real-
ized the need to cater to that
demand by providing elite
coaches and facilities for cy-
clists, as well as a pristine
environment at the foothills of
anational park, which features
numerous scenic and challeng-
ing training opportunities.”

| caught up with Nick over
a healthy lunch of avocado
salad and health-booster drinks
at Thanyapura's appropriately-
named DiVine Restaurant.

| asked Nick how we mere
cycling mortals could become
fitter, stronger and healthier
cyclists, thereby increase our
enjoyment of the sport.

“If 1 had to use just one
word to help you to be a bet-
ter cyclist, it would be
‘consistency’,” Nick said.

Many people who start cycling recreationally start thinking about joining competitions as they get fitter.

“Regularity of your cyclingis
far more important than the
total time, distance or effort
you invest. Your body loves
exercising regularly, that's
how you break down muscle
fibers on an ongoing basisand
your body then replaces them
with stronger more abundant
muscletissue. In thisway, you
progressively become stron-
ger, fitter and healthier over
time.

“Also, as you become stron-
ger, you will find you quite
naturally want to increase the
length and intensity of your
rides to keep challenging your-
self and developing greater
fitness. It's a natural, virtuous
progression.”

Nick also said that rest and
recuperation are very impor-
tant, asthisiswhen the muscle

tissue repairs and building is
happening, so it's very impor-
tant to match your increasing
riding schedule with enough
time to recover between each
outing. And don't forget that
quality sleep is of paramount
importance.

| asked Nick about diet and
he made the very good point
that it is actually ongoing
lifestyle, of which food is a
component, which needs to
evolve to complement your in-
creased cycling activities.

Personally, he eats all sorts
of foods, but makes sure it is
all high quality, clean, freshand
organic where possible.

He said that a six hour 180
kilometer ride, as the regular
cyclists at Thanyapura achieve
on many Sundays, will burn
about 5,000 calories.

Naturally, one is very hun-
gry after riding, but Nick said
tobesurethat al thefoodsyou
choose are rich in vitamins,
minerals and micro-nutrients.
High quality, low fat, proteins
and carbohydrates are the or-
der of the day with lots of fruit
and veggies plus drawn-out
rehydration with electrolyte
drinks.

“Just drinking water alone
will flush not only toxins, but
minerals from your tissues, so
you need to replace the miner-
als you sweat out when riding
in Phuket's heat with an
electrolyte drink, such as
Gatorade,” said Nick.

| asked Nick about cycling
for those who have lapsed from
regular exercising or are getting
oninyears.

“Cycling is the ideal way to

get back into regular exercise,
as it is non-stressing on the
joints, muscles, tendons and
other body parts. Additionally,
you can start gradually, then
build your time and distance
progressively,” Nick said.

“Again, for older ridersitis
an ideal type of exercise. Un-
like running, it is smooth and
non-jarring on the body and it
can be enjoyed as a socia ac-
tivity, which makesit morefun
than a solo exercise, such as
swimming. Cycling in a group
helps to motivate you and
keeps you engaged over the
long term and, of course, you
have the shared meals and a
few beers to look forward to
after you finish aride.”

Nick said that many people
who start as recreational cy-
clists start thinking about
joining competitionsasthey get
fitter and stronger. Here,
Thanyaprura is pioneering a
number of events, of varying
intensity and distances that ev-
eryday cyclists can join.

On November 15, they will
stage a Cycle Classic event
with a 40km, all age group
ride; a 40km mountain bike
challenge; and a more intense
90km event. If you're realy
getting into your training
by then, you have the Laguna
Triathlon the following week-
end.

Nick Gates is certainly an
inspirational figure and we are
privileged to have him helping
us become better cyclists here
in Phuket.

As Nick said in conclusion,
“I cal cycling the best free in-
vestment on the planet, making
participantsfitter, healthier and

happier.”

Teacher uses performance art to hel p

SITUATED in the heart of
Bangkok, the Klong Toei slum
has always been a ‘black hole
of social ineptitude fuelled by
drugs, poverty and broken fami-
lies. However, a remarkable
teacher from nearby Sunruam
Namjai School has been using
performance art to keep her stu-
dentsaway from drugsby boost-
ing their self-esteem and foster-
ing the familial love that was
lacking in their hopeless lives.
Natchata Thamthanakom re-
alized that extreme poverty and
thelack of familial support was
arecipefor disaster intheslum.
“When | first came to the
school 31 years ago, | was
stunned by the environment and
the dum nearby. Poor and shat-

tered families lived together in
the crowded, unpleasant place
that was ravaged by drug prob-
lems. Within a few days of my
arrival, my pocket was picked by
one of my students,” Ms
Natchata recalls.

“l finally found out who
picked my pocket but rather
than punish him, | realized how
desperate these children were
and knew they needed help to
improvetheir lives. Thisiswhy
| try to bring what | teach to
save these children from going
down the wrong path and let
them recognize how important
they are and how far they can
develop themselves,” she
explained.

Ms Natchata, who is a win-

Ms Natchata helps children through performing arts. Photo: The Nation

ner of the Kunakorn prize, ex-
plained that many slum children
get involved with drugsand drug
dealing because they are poor
and mogt of them are raised by
their relatives rather than their

own parents. The financia stu-
ation and lack of care and
happiness in the family drive
them toward a destructive exist-
ence because they can make
quick, easy money from drugs .

students

But providing aspacefor the
students to improve their abili-
ties and develop their
personalities is not what sets
Ms Natchata apart from other
teachers, itisher willingnessto
love and care for her students.
“1 dways hug my students asit
is the best way to show them
that they have someone who
loves them and cares for them
because most slum children do
not live with their parents and
they lack the love that only a
family can give,” she said.

Even though drug problems
till existintheslum community,
she said her performance art
classes have brought purpose to
thelivesof many of her students.

— The Nation
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Avocado: Earth S maglcal fruit

By Craig Burton

RETURNING back totheidand
from a holiday in Chiang Mai
with five kilograms of Thai avo-
cado istruly anutritionist’s ver-
sion of bringing souvenirshome.

Thisfruit is without doubt at
thetop of my ‘favoritefoods list
for health and taste. Right now
all avocado fansin Thailand are
blessed asthe Thai avocado sea
son is in full swing and they
have been ripening well.

Despite keeping some of
these avocados next to bananas
in a box, so far they al have
turned out well, taste amazing
and are afraction of the cost of
the imported varieties. So it is
time to stock up, enjoy them
now and freeze as much as pos-
sible, guacamole style, while
the good times last.

HEALTH BENEFITS
OF AVOCADOS

What do theclinical studiestell
us? A simple PubMed search
will deliver avast array of clini-
cal studies on the health ben-
efits of avocados.

The result of the National
Health and Nutrition Examin-
ation Survey (NHANES)
20012008 saysthat: “ Avocado
consumption is associated with
better diet quality and nutrient

The Thai avocado season is in full swing. Don’t miss out on |ts wonderful benefits. Photo: CIAT

intake, and lower metabolic syn-
dromerisk in US adults.

“ Avocado consumerstend to
consume significantly more of
key shortfall nutrients—dietary
fiber, vitaminsK, and E, potas-
sium, and magnesium — in
their diet than non-avocado
consumers.”

GOOD FOR YOUR
HEART

The high carb, low fat standard
western diet full of breads,
pasta, starchy carbohydrates,
whichisstill to somedegreerec-
ommended by many conven-
tional nutritionist, isinmy opin-
ion a disaster for most people.
Good fats like those in avocado

are essential to health and criti-
cal toevery diet asagreed by the
following finding:

“Studies suggest that avo-
cado-enriched diets have a
positive effect on blood lipids
compared to low-fat, high car-
bohydrate diets or the typical
American diet.”

Inflammation is slowly get-
ting recognized as being at the
root of many diseaseslike heart
disease and the humble avo-
cado could play a significant
role in putting out those fires.

“Avocado oil decreased hs-
CRP levels [an inflammatory
marker], indicating that in-
flammatory processes were
partialy reversed,” the same
report said.

Phuket to be medical tourism hub |}

PHUKET Governor Nisit
Jansomwong is ready to help
local hospitals makeapushinto
themedical tourismindustry as
millions of baht flow infor eye-
care centers.

“More than 30 million baht
has been approved for
eye-care centersat public hos-
pitals, specifically Vachira
Phuket Hospital and Patong
Hospital,” Governor Nisit
said in an exclusive interview
with the Phuket Gazette last
week.

“Many tourists come to
Phuket. If government hospi-
tals here can provide services
that meet tourists’ needs, it will
be a very important move for
promoting Phuket as a medical
tourism destination.”

The eye-care center will be
a great alternate choice for
patients, explained Patong
Hospital Director Sirichai
Silpa-archa.

“Currently, we have an oph-
thalmologist from Vachira
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More than 30 million baht has been approved for public hospital eye-

care centers. Photo: Les Black

Phuket Hospital running a
clinic here once or twice a
week. However, we will soon
have our own ophthalmolo-
gist,” said Dr Sirichai.
“Having this center will im-
prove our services and make it

convenient for patients who
normally have to drive to
Phuket Town for their eye care.

“1 believe having thisservice
available will open new doors
at our hospital,” Dr Sirichai
added. — Chutharat Plerin

WILL NOT MAKE YOU
FAT

Fortunately many peopletoday
have come to accept that alow
fat diet is a disaster for health.
One reason is that fats make
hormones and are an integral
part of the cell wall sothey are
our building blocks.

Fats do not have to make you
fat, onthe contrary they can help
you lose weight by helping fat-
loss hormones and through
simply making you fedl full and
satisfied after eating. Thisisun-
like eating sugar and too many
processed carbohydrates, such as
breads and pastas that convert to
sugar quickly making you feel
hungry soon after egting.

According to a key study,
‘avocado consumers have
higher HDL -cholesterol or good
cholesterol, lower risk of meta-
bolic syndrome, lower weight,
BMI, and waist circumference
than non-consumers' . Addition-
ally, ‘the subjects did not gain
weight when avocados were
added to their habitual diet’.

BOOST BRAIN POWER

This may be news to many
people but David Perlmultter,
author of Grain Brain, revealed
the following important infor-
mation in last January’sissue of
Scientific American magazine:

“The brain thrives on a fat-
rich, low carbohydrate diet,
which unfortunately is rela-
tively uncommon in human
populations today.

“Mayo Clinic researchers
showed that individuals favor-
ing carbohydratesin their diets
had a remarkable 89 per cent
increased risk for developing
dementia in contrast to those
whose diets contained the
most fat. Having the highest
level of fat consumption was
actually found to be associated
with an incredible 44 per cent
reduction in risk for develop-
ing dementia.”

So, | hope | have sold you
on the benefits of a daily
avocado if you were not aready
a convert.

AMAZING 'I'IIAII.ANB
..{{IIAHII SALE 2015'

15 JUNE - 15 AUGUST 2015 |,

More great shopping with valuable offers at

the Amazing Thailand Grand Sale 2015
= Enjoy discount offers up to 80%

= Gel a chance to win “Travel 365 days in Thailand™ for every 500 THE spenl
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Get “double” chances when spend with Visa card

Step up o mora and mora offara At varous stores in

1900 127 W Wil

BANGKOK = CHIANGMAI = PHUKET = HAT YAl = PATTAYA = HUA-HIN = UDON THANI

A Inallandsnoppingpamaise.com  f ThainaShoppingPusdise

VISA
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Going up: Baba's five-bedroom villas

By Nina Suebsukcharoen

KICKING into gear on Na Tal
Beach, across the bridge in
Phang Nga, isCharn IssaraDe-
velopment PIC’s riveting joint-
venture project Baba Beach
Club. Thesalesgallery hasnow
been built and construction
crews are busy building five-
bedroom villas.

Vorasit ‘Wan' Issara, manag-
ing director of Sri Panwaresort,
said that Charn Issara, which is
developing the 42-rai project
with its China-based partner
JunfaReal Estate Company, will
soon set the date for construc-
tion of the beachfront hotel.

“It will bevery high-end and
of the same quality as Sri
Panwa, just at a different loca-
tion,” Mr Vorasit said.

Around 60 per cent of Baba
Beach Club’s residences will
be sold to the public and
include six five-bedroom pool
villas, 36 two-bedroom pool
villas, 28 one-bedroom pool
suites, 68 Babasuites and eight
two-bedroom penthouses.

“There will be cabanavillas
around the pool that can be
rented on adaily or weekly ba-
sis and a restaurant behind,”
said Mr Vorasit. “We are going

to have DJs and entertainment
there, so it’'s going to be lively.
We will have DJs coming to
visit us from Ibiza, Miami,
among other places, and also
have shows every other day.”

A survey by the University of
theThai Chamber of Commerce
has shown that consumer con-
fidence has dropped for seven
monthsinarow and hit the low-
est point in 14 monthsin July.

Despite the Thai economy
being less than rosy, Mr Vorasit
remains unperturbed about how
thislarge project will fare, point-
ing out that his company only
has about a hundred residences
to sall.

“We believe that we can sell
all one hundred units, and if we
fail to sell them, we can attach
them to the hotel,” Mr Vorasit
noted. “ Also, we have our Chi-
nese partner Junfa, which is
one of the biggest developers
in China.”

Mr Vorasit added that Sri
Panwa is attracting Chinese
guests, and while none have
bought a villa at the Cape
Panwa estate, he is confident
that somewill purchase at Baba
Beach Club.

“Right now our biggest

group of visitors is Thai, then

laGuna
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Mr Issara is seeing an increase in third and fourth generation Asian-American clients to the region.

Chinese, followed by Europe-
ans. Behind them are the
Australians and Americans,”
said Mr Vorasit.

Although the decline of
Americans vacationing in
Thailand over the years is no-
ticeable when compared to
other key markets, Mr Vorasit

has observed that things are
changing, as Asian-Americans
are now staying at Sri Panwa.

“1 think third and fourth gen-
erations of Asians living in
America are now coming back
totheir rootsin Thailand, Cam-
bodia and Vietnam, but just for
a holiday.”

Charn Issara is also getting
ready to start building the sec-
ond phase of Sri Panwa in
December with the proceeds
from a new real estate invest-
ment trust (REIT) that it plans
to introduce, in addition to the
Sri Panwa Property Fund

PHUKET RENTALS

M © " -Experienced
“ iPfoperty Management
and Rental Services

Property types ranging from
Apartments, Townhomes to Pool Villas
Short to long term rentals from THB 9K / week

__;;kl" ANGSANA
“ » RESIDENCES

¢ 2 bedroom hotel managed condominiums

e Complimentary owners use up to 60 days
per year

* Owner privileges and discounts through
Sanctuary Club

. * Membership to Laguna Phuket Golf Club

Price from THB 17 MB

* Luxury 2 bedroom serviced apartments

* Managed by Banyan Tree

« | ifestyle benefits with investment returns

* Owner privileges and discounts through
Sanctuary Club

Price from THB 21 MB

¢ 4 bedroom private pool villas

¢ Lagoon and golf course view

* Owner privileges and discounts through
Sanctuary Club

* Membership to Laguna Phuket Golf Club

Price from THB 27 MB

(SPWPF) started in 2013.

More options available, please contact us for more information.
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Modern ar

Phuket Pads
By Patrick Lusted

@
LOCH Palm Golf Course's
five-bedroomvillahasgot to be
the most unique and unusual
property in Phuket, breaking
every design and construction
norm.

Architecturally, the concep-
tual inspiration was drawn
from the site and situation.
Located on the edge of the
Loch Palm reservoir and golf
course, the site is positioned
between two geometrically
flat, level surfaces and is an
edge site between water and
earth.

A moment of tension occurs
wherethe two meet —before the
wind and metaphysical forces
create a ‘fold’ in space. The
structure is inspired by, and is
seamlessly fused with, theland-
scape rather than an unyielding,
dispassionate object forced into
its surroundings.

The design is a‘topographi-
cal dialogue’, a collision
between the flat placid reser-
voir and the flat golfing
fairways of green grass result-
ing in an origami like form of
folding planes. There are no
windows, only spaces between
folded massing. The angular
lines carry the eye through the
internal spaces, across the lake
and beyond to the distant Red
Mountains.

The unique and unusual design includes large angular roof shapes that form dramatic interior spaces.

Around 150 tonnes of stedl
fabricated into four trussesform
the structure, touching earth at
four points only. Two dominant
triangulated formsarea 1.1 ra
tio of earth and lake and form

the essentially H-shaped plan
with four triangulated court-
yards at the perimeter. The
house is split level creating ter-
raced internal spaces.

The angular roof shapes

Land appraisal value to rise 25 per cent next year

LAND Transfer fees for de-
velopers and home-buyers
will increase by an average of
25 per cent next year, the
same as the rise in appraised
land values, property experts
said.

Transfer fees are based on
appraised value as determined
by the Treasury Department
of the Finance Ministry, not
actual market prices. So,
for example, if a buyer pays
1.5 million baht for a plot
appraised at 1mn baht, the
transfer fee will be 2 per cent
of the latter figure, or 20,000
baht. But if the appraised
value of that same plot rises
by 25 per cent next year, to
1.25mn baht, the transfer fee
will rise accordingly, to
25,000 baht.

Kanda Group Chief Execu-
tive Officer | ssara Boonyoung,
who is also director of the
Housing Business Association,
said it was not unusual for ac-
tual land prices to be much
higher than the appraised value.

_"'[Tu« UJLL. U'_Jul'

Rising fees make this year a better time to buy. Photo: skitterphoto

For example, land in
Bangkok’s Ploenchit Road is
appraised at 200,000 baht per
square meter, but the market
prices in this location are
among the highest in the capi-
tal, averaging 475,000 per
sguare meter.

The Treasury Department
will announce the new land
appraisals at the end of this
year, and they will become ef-
fective on January 1, 2016.

Chakkrit Parapantakul, di-
rector-general of the Treasury
Department, said the new ap-

praisals would remain in
effect until December 31,
2019. On average, the ap-
praisals will increase by 25
per cent, but for land close to
the mass-transit system, they
will increase by around 100
per cent.

A source in the property
business said that although the
new |and appraisalswould still
be lower than the market
prices, the transfer fees would
rise in parallel next year, so
thisyear is a much better time
to buy. —The Nation

form dramatic interior spaces
with al internal rooms open-
ing to the garden and pool
terraces. The living room and
master bedroom, placed at the
two lake corners, are terrace

chitectural masterpiece

fronted and project over the
water’s edge.

The second bedroom also
frontsthe pool terrace; thethird
bedroom is within a dynamic
triangulated and sky-lit space
with views of the lake. The up-
per level fourth bedroom has
views over the angular roof to
thelake and mountains. A wine
cellar, gym and mechanical
spaces are located on the lower
level.

The exterior is clad in kiln-
fired cement shakes. Large
pivoting doors and windows
that open entirely to the lake
are clear tempered glass in
powder coat finish and alumi-
num frame. The salt water
pools are hand-cast Thai tiles
trimmed in polished black
stone. The interiors are fitted
with teak paneling cabinets
and doors, Shiva black gran-
ite tops and tile flooring.
State-of-the-art electrical and
mechanical systems are pro-
vided and lighting systems are
automated.

House details include: Indoor area
790 sgm, total area 1,905 sgm,
swimming pool 126 sqm, seven
baths, five ensuite, leasehold, 78
million baht.

For more information contact:
Patrick Lusted at Siam Real
Estate, quote reference number:
HSIL7591. T: 076-288 908
www.siamrealestate.com

BOAT LAGOON PARK RESIDENCE

_— o

The Ultimate Marina Lifestyle
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Waterfront | Fully Furnished | Gated community | Supermarket

076 238 948 www.boat-lagoon.com
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QUICK SALE HOUSE KHAO LAK BEST VIEW AND AREA

2 bedrooms. Near Laguna. Fur- IN PATONG C O

nished. 2.2 million baht. Tel: 093- GUESTHOUSE Condo for sale: Enviroment is O N DO F R SA LE
713 2278. FORSALE very quiet, lovely houses, no traf- g 1 7% T

14 rooms, fully equipped. 3
storeys. 10 x 30m ground
floor can make restaurant
and bar, close to highway,
opposite Khao Lak Laguna
Resort. Near beach. Tel: 076-
485118, 081-894 1030.
Email: prasert3112@hot
mail.com

fic, cul-de-sac and a lots of
greenary, enjoy walking, 5 min-
utes drive to central Patong,
73sgm, 4 years built. So far no
one has lived in this condo. All
new interior. Very low manage-
ment fee, just 8.5 million baht.
Freehold. Tel: 081-107 4036.
Email: phuket0007 @ gmail.com
See more photos and info on our
website at http://phuket0007.
wix.com/sale-property-phuket

HOUSEHOLD

ITEMS

DEDON
OUTDOOR FURNITURE

3 RAIIN PATONG

For sale. Near Simon Cabaret.
Chanote title. Ideal for hotels and
condos. Tel: 089-724 1505.

BEAUTIFUL POOL
VILLARAWAI

-'.._.‘:1

Bt

Dedon Ratan luxury out-
door furniture for sale. Only
3 years old and in fantastic
condition. Original price for

Royal place condo, 3fl at the corner with swimming
pool view, 45sgm. Fully furnished.

PROPERTY gﬁ,
INSURANCE *~**

Pls contact 086-4769612 | annanoil @hotmail.com

all furniture: 58,000 euros
(2,192,400 baht). Sale price:
30,000 euros (1,134,000
baht). Items include: 7 din-
ing chairs, 2 dining arm-
chairs, 1 dining table (1.80 x
1.00m), 1 dining table (1.00
x 1.00m), 22 lounge arm-
chairs, 3-seater sofas, 4
glass-to coffee table, 2
glass-top side tables, 2 small
tables, 4 sun loungers, 2
love seats and 1 day bed.
Tel: 096-634 1494 (English)
Email: captain.sead @hot
mail.com

FOR RENT
RAWAI/NAIHARN

i

[
|
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Vassana Residence start-
ing at 35,000 baht / month
for long-term rent. Sea view
rooftop deck and bar over-

Lambert Brothers
Insurance Brokers

e Property Insurance

e Construction

e Public Liability

~ e Professional Indemnity,

Director and Officers

e Group Health and Individual
@ Personal Accident and Travel
e Motor insurance

Contact: Paew, Ton, Jane
Phuket Boat Lagoon
info@lambertbrothers.co.th
Tel:+ 66 76 273 385

, —-—'-' -—‘—? -

www.lambertbrothers.co.th

PROPERTY FOR RENT

NAIHARN PENTHOUSE
FOR RENT
2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 118
sgqm. Long term: 35,000 baht /
month. 5min to beach, shopping
and restaurant in walking dis-
tance. Please call 087-882 96
04. Email: artlpmj@yahoo.com

ACCOMMODATION

AVAILABLE

LUXURY CONDO

16,000 / MONTH
5min to Central Festival. 1 bed-
room, living room, kitchen, fully
furnished, pool, fithess, 24hr se-
curity. 1,200 baht/day. Tel: 086-
6837162, 088-768 9819. Email:
yosompetch @hotmail.com

Beautiful 4-bedroom & 4-
bathroom pool villa on
800sgm land plot in Rawai/
Nai Harn area. Enclosed liv-
ing area of 260sgm. Pool is
75sqgm in lush tropical gar-
den. Asking 12.75 million
baht. For more information,
please call 087-267 1282
(English). Email: davidrosa
mond @ outlook.com

5-BED VILLA
AT BOAT LAGOON

Beautiful 5-bedroom villa plus
maids’ quarters in top condition
with a total area of approx 1,200
sgm. Waterfront and an indoor
area of approx 550sgqm. The
house is fully furnished and has
high-quality equipment. Perfect
for families with kids. Must see
condition. Only 28 million baht.
Tel: 081-891 6143, 081-956 5576.
Email: norbertfun @ hotmail.com

PHANG NGA 14 RAI
CHANOTE
Situated in the beautiful
Lam Rue Valley and Na-
tional Park, Phang Nga.
Price: 3.5 million baht. Tel:
081-924 1760 (English &
Thai). Email: senna@cs
coms.com, www.abovephu
ket.com/clients/0432Expat
_Land_&_Law/htmI5/0432

New.html

[T ]
-

ROOM + CAR
20,000 BAHT / MONTH

Studio room + car. Price for
low season: 20,000 baht/
month. Tel: 081-607 8567.
Email: suksavat@ hotmail.

2-BEDROOM BEACH
HOLIDAY CONDO

160sgm, large shared pool,
5-minute walk to beach, 3-
minute walk to town. Holi-
day or long-term rental.
Karon Beach. Email: gm
seasia@gmail.com

POOL PENTHOUSE
KARON BEACH

Exquisite, 2-bedroom unit,
rooftop pool, gazebo &
sundeck, seaview. Holiday
or long term. Karon Beach.
Email: gmseasia@gmail.
com

PROPERTY SERVICES

FIND YOUR DREAM PROPERTY
NOW ON

DDproperty.com

NO.1 PROPERTY WEBSITE IN THAILAND

looking the Andaman Sea. com

2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms.
LCD TV every room, swim-
ming pool, washing machine
in every apartment. 160sgm
in size, free Wi-Fi. For more
information, please call 087-
882 9604. Email: vassana.
residence @ gmail.com

HOUSE FOR RENT

Fully furnished, 3-bedroom
house with wifi. Special rate for
long-term rent: 12,000 baht a
month. Tel: 093-754 3311, 084-
754 3311 (English & Thai), 080-
521 9888 (English & Thai).
Email: sornin_s@yahoo.com

CHEAP RENT HOUSE

Fully furnished 1-3 bedrooms,
aircons, free WiFi, starts from
6,000 baht per month. Please
call 081-892 4311. http://panwa
green.weebly.com

u u Thallands Leading Froperty Site
. LIST YOUR PROPERTY m DDpro
P Peg

FOR FREE.

O COMMISSION

Download Our
Mobie Appst
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PARANY
\

BacL o NATURE w THTAL ComFolT
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Unique Opportunity In Paradise

Paradise Koh Yao, a contemporary 72-room boutique resort and spa
is located on Koh Yao Noi, an island just a 60-minute boat trip from
Phuket in the spectacular Phang Nga Bay. A five star, 30 pool villa
extension, is scheduled for 2016.

Our shabby-chic design integrates seamlessly with the surrounding
beauty of the natural environment. The resort’'s ‘barefoot luxury’
philosophy is complimented with a fully equipped yoga sala and
activity center.

We are currently looking for a highly motivated professional to join our
dynamic team at Koh Yao.

GENERAL MANAGER

Duties:

In charge of day to day operations, Internet marketing/revenue

management, operational accounting, social media/guest

feed-back management, as well as resort based PR

* Natural leader personality, creative, and dynamic, following
new industry trends/innovations

* Guest service oriented — in direct guest contact

Background:

+ 3 - 5 years experience in equivalent property

+ GM / Resident (EAM) background

* Hotel school graduate or similar diploma

* High level of English proficiency, German/Thai knowledge an
advantage

* Independent, self driven, creative, result-oriented personality

+ Locally assimilated foreigner or Thai national

* Previous hotel opening experience an advantage

Comprehensive remuneration will be offered in line with experience

If this sounds like you — send your resume with picture to
joeraess@paradise-kohyao.com

www.paradise-kohyao.com

TEACHER WANTED

Home schooling, native English,
female, Monday-Friday, 9.00-
2.00pm, 4 children, 7-9 years old.
Salary: 40,000 baht.Tel: 081-343
0777. Email: montha_phuket@
yahoo.com

ATTRACTIVE FEMALE

WANTED
25,000 baht++ for an enthusias-
tic attractive Thai female to as-
sist running a restaurant in
Phuket town must be fun and
speak English fluently. Tel: 087-
884 8271 (English & Thai).
Email: simon @ colonial-connec
tion.com

PROPERTY LISTING

Siam Real Estate is looking for
a new, part-time member to
take property listings and photos
around Phuket. Must have own
transport. Good commision. Tel:
076-288908. Email: jobs@siam
realestate.com

BAR & LOUNGE
MANAGER - PATONG
Experienced Thai female, 30
years old, English speaking, at-
tractive personality. Excellent
wage + profit share package.
Tel: 062-830 7754. Email: pierre.

zabbal@gmail.com

I emcoe |

~ CLUB
A4 WYNDHAM

VSasia

We are looking for active colleagues to work in our team department as
a “Senior Graphic Retouching” and “Text & Content Editor”. Interested
candidates must be fast learners, self-motivated, creafive and keen fo
learn new things.

Senior Graphic Retouching

Job Description:

> Abllity to use Adobe Photoshop, Indesign, lllustrator, etc.

P Minimum 2-year experience in Graphic Design, commercial and
fashion products

P Good communication in English

Text & Content Editor

Job Description:

P Knowledge of German language

P Text and content checking and comecting
P Work with editing text program

P Art or imagination of design

P Experiences as a text editer would be an advantaged
Qualifications:

P> Male/female, Thai national

P Fluent in English and Gemman language, reading and wiiing

P Good knowledge of computers (Windows or Macintosh) and internet
P Responsible and punctual

P Able to work with a team or independently

Salary & Welfare:

P Salary, social security insurance, tax, food, etc.
P Incentive and bonus: depends on quaiity, skils and experiences
P Training and werk full fime locally or in an oversea country (Germany
- Hong Kong)
Interested applicants should submit resumes stating qualifications, pre-
vious work experience and position, desired salary along with a recent
photograph to:

VS Asia Co., Lid. (HR Department)
42 Moo 3, Palai 2, Chaofa Road, Chalong, Muang, Phuket 83130
Tel: 076-380400 Fax: 076-380605
Email: info@vsdma.com

NATIVE ENG TEACHER
International school in Cha-
long needs a female teacher
with outgoing personality for

SALES REP. AND TO.

DVC looking for English Reps.
and TO. Tel: 098-270 8099, 076-
342794. Email: hr@davidva
cationclub.com

MARINE ENGINEER

An experienced marine engineer
required to work on 23m motor
yacht. Tel: 085-378 0498. Email:
captain.sanook @yahoo.com

Phuket Gazette

The Phuket Gazette seeks to fill the following position:
CLASSIFIE]

Qualified candidates will be:

» Thai national, aged 22 years up

» Service-minded with an outgoing personality

» Able to work well with large numbers of
advertisers, both foreign and Thai

and should have:

» A Bachelor’'s Degree from a recognized university

» A good sense of organization and respect for details

» Knowledge of basic office software, InDesign and
PageMaker would be a plus.

Qualified candidates are invited to send a CV to
Diao@PhuketGazette.Net

The Phuket Gazette Co Ltd
79/94 Moo 4, Thepkrasattri Rd, Koh Kaew
A. Muang, Phuket 83000
Tel: 076-273555, ext 207 Fax: 076-615240

ASIA

Wyndham Vacation Ownership welcomes
CLUB WYNDHAM ASIA to Phuket in 2015.

Are you a results-driven, self-motivated individual with a commitment to
delivering an exceptional experience? Register your interest in working for
CLUB WYNDHAM ASIA's very first operations in the South East Asia region.

We are currently seeking EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST for the following
positions based in Phuket, Thailand:
W Senior Sales Executive — Promoting a results-diiven sales culture
W Sales Executives (fluent in English and either Thai, Mandarin or
Bahasa) - Selling the Wyndham Vacation Ownership product
m Marketing Representatives - Responsible for attracting members of
the public to aftend a sales presentation
W Resort Service Executives — Providing concierge style service to our
guests and giving them the opportunity fo attend a sales presentation
W Contract Administrator — Sales administration support
W Receptionist — Looking after the front desk of our sales office
B Guest Attendant - Providing our sales guests with refreshments during
sales presentations
| Kids Club Attendant — Looking after our sales guests’ children during
sales presentations

As part of team Wyndham, you will be rewarded and recognized for your
achievements with:
W Global career advancement opporfunities
m Excellent company benefits
m PLUS amazing opportunities for our top performing employees, which
in past years has included tips to Bora Bora, Howail, Las Vegas, Viet-
nam, and Maldives. Next year's fip will be to Hong Kong and Chinal

If you are outgoing, motivated and passionate about holidays, then
register your interest for one of the above roles by sending your CV 1o
n.com

Human Resources at hr@

nursery and K-1 class of 10 to
15 children, ages 1.5 to 4 years.
Monday - Friday 8am - 4pm.
Work permit available. Tel: 080-
624 7060 (English). Email:
buds.span@yahoo.com

MARKETING MANAGER

Wanted for new product. Thai
national. Basic English. Tel: 087-
893 8747. Email: info@platinum
residencepark.com

EXPERIENCED

ITALIAN CHEF
50 years old, expert in modern
and international cuisines, look-
ing to relocate to Phuket. If inter-
ested, please contact me for full
CV. Kuala Lumpur. Tel: +60-017-
620 7226 (English) Email:
zanza64 @hotmail.com

LOOKING FOR WORK
Foreigner, non-drinker, non-
smoker, serious, reliable,
skilled. Tel: 098-727 7528.
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GENERAL AVIATION WHEELS & MOTORS

AIRPLAY ALTIS
MICROLIGHT
Superb trike with Konig radial
engine. Great economical fun.
Little used. Tel: 089-111 6457,
081-397 7598. Email: kajoda

1954 @yahoo.co.uk

HAVE A PASSION
FOR AVIATION?
If you have an aircraft for sale or
an interest in aviation and wish to
learn how to fly or buy an aircraft
or arrange a private flight, etc.
www.aeropromgr.com/newsletter

YOUR HELICOPTER

Flying and owning your own he-
licopter has just become pos-
sible. Free complete flight in-
struction course with your pur-
chase. For more details, please
send email to pat@aeropromgr.
com

1999 ROBIN 2160l

Selling Robin aircraft or trade it
for a 4-seat Cessna or Piper
(based in Hua Hin). The Robin:
TT AF 300hrs. SMOH 60hrs.
Well-equipped, two-seat aero-
batic aircraft. Has the Christen in-
verted oil system. King KMA24
audio panel, KX155 nav/com,
Kl203 vor, KY197A comm,
KN64A dme, KR87 adf, KT76A
transponder, CS PA400 i-com,
FP5 fuel computer, CHT, OAT,
Pitot heat. 4 million baht. Email:
thos_ w@ hotmail.com

If you would like to: —_

e Learn to fly
» Buy or hanger a plane, or
o Build or rent a hangar

Call Robert: 081-810 4510 (Eng. Ger.)

+64 94 384 2294, no-pyccKM.

-Seé_ﬂ'PhUkei
Book a 1nc1|f

O6y4eHHe 1 noaeTsl Bokpyr MNxykeTa:

rom above_

Book now: 0935 92 7558

TOYOTA SPORTRIDER
FOR SALE

3.0 diesel, 4-wheel drive, 3-
row seats, central locking,
aircon, ABS, power steering,
alloy wheels, CD player. For
sale: 190,000 baht. Cha-
long. For more information,
please call 087-265 0118.
Email: ant_ p_clark@yahoo.
co.uk

PICK-UPS

ISUZU DMAX
PLATINUM 4X4

Auto 2009. Tornado red.
New tyres. New battery. Tow
bar. Rack. Service history
and Blue book. Drives like
new at 55,000km. For sale:
520,000 baht. Rawai. Tel:
080-432 4772 (English) or
send email for photos, full
details at steebeeb @gmail.
com

GENERAL CLASSIFIEDS

Alcobholice

Anonvmoiie

Ifyou want to drink
that is your business

17U SR
Wiy

HIANSOINS:
Daily Meetings
Patong, Phuket Town,
Chalong, Surin, Karon

081-895 4763
084-307 7408

Email: phuketaa@yahoo.com
Google  AAPhuket

' 1ttle Binstein

Preschool and Chﬂdcare Center

We are one or the newest child educchon facnihes ln Chclong Phuket
Our lessons are conducted in both Thal and English, based on the
Singapore thematic systern. We offer fun and stimulating preschool

activities, surounded in @ happy, safe environment.
Playgroup 1 - 18 months old up to 2 years old
Playgroup 2 - 2 years old up fo 3 years old
Nursery - 3 years old up to 4 years old
Kindergarten 1 - 4 years old up to 5
Kindergarten 2 - 5 years old up to leaving for primary school
9/11 Chaoofa East Road, Phuket. Tel: 096-873 9372 (English), 093-257 0557 (Thai),
Email: einsteniané8@yahoo.com www.litfleeinstein. webzmp.com

years old

PLUMBING DOCTOR

We refix all plumbling issues.
Contact Sumet. Facebook:
Sumet Boonlorm. Tel: 081-396
5050 (English & Thai). Email:
sumetphuket@gmail.com

MASSAGE THERAPY

Events massage in your place.
Traditional Thai massage: 500
baht/hour. Aroma therapy mas-
sage: 1,000 baht/hour. Call for
reservation. Tel: 083-172 5159.

SOFTWARE
DEVELOPMENT

Web and desktop develop-
ment offered by experi-
enced Scandinavian devel-
oper. Magento, Drupal,
Wordpress, PHP, Java, C++/
Qt. Phuket based. For more
information, please call 085-
073 9994. Email: jan.
faroe @ gmail.com, http://
faroesoftware.com

LEGAL SERVICES
Litigation, legal consulting and
court interpreter. Tel: 089-873
6533. Fax: 076-273399. Email:
phuketinterpreter @ gmail.com

COMPUTERS

DEDON
OUTDOOR FURNITURE
Dedon Ratan luxury outdoor fur-
niture for sale. Only 3 years old
and in fantastic condition. Origi-
nal price for all furniture: 58,000
euros (2,192,400 baht). Sale
price: 30,000 euros (1,134,000
baht). Iltems include: 7 dining
chairs, 2 dining armchairs, 1 din-
ing table (1.80x1.00m), 1 dining
table (1.00 x 1.00m), 22 lounge
armchairs, 3-seater sofas, 4
glass-top coffee table, 2 glass-
top side tables, 2 small tables, 4
sun loungers, 2 love seats and 1
day bed. Tel: 096-634 1494 (En-
glish). Email: captain.sead @

hotmail.com

RENTALS

CAR + ROOM
20,000 BAHT / MONTH
[ ;

Car + studio room. Price for
low season: 20,000 baht/
month. Tel: 081-607 8567.
Email: suksavat@ hotmail.
com

HONDA CITY
10,000 BAHT / MONTH

Cars for short or long-term
rent with free delivery ser-
vice. For more information,
please call 081-607 8567.
Email: suksavat@ hotmail.
com, www.phuket-carrent.
net

CARS FOR RENT
@ FAIR PRICES
During August to October we of-
fer monthly rate from 10,000
baht, Toyota Vios, Honda Jazz.
Tel: 085-655 2613 (English &
Thai), 084-847 4377 (English).
Email: stigisaan @ gmail.com

CARS FOR RENT

Short or long-term rent with
first-class insurance. Deliv-
ery service. For more infor-
mation, please call 086-690
0626. Email: bcarrent@hot
mail.com
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BOATS & MARINE

SEA RAY 390

40ft luxury yacht with reliable
fuel saving, twin CAT diesel
375hp engine. Two cabins,
head, aircon throughout, new
teak deck, full kitchen / galley.
Tax paid. 3.752 million baht.
Tel: 02-910 3384, 089-777 2366
(English & Thai). Fax: 02-910
3385. Email: athitapichari@
gmail.com

GULF CRAFT 33
WALKAROUND 2007
Twin 250hp Suzuki 4 strokes
(low hours). Good electronics
package. Asking only 2.55 mil-
lion baht. Bring offers. Tel: 084-
842 6146. Email: alangiles
@boatshedphuket.com, www.

boatshedphuket.com

POWER TEC
OUTBOARDS
Coming soon to our Boat Lagoon
and Yacht Haven outlets. With a
2-year warranty for pleasure
use. Great prices. 10% discount
on dinghy / outboard packages.
For details contact Alan Giles.
Andaman Boat Sales. Tel: 084-
842 6146. Email: boats@anda
manboatsales.com, www.boat

shedphuket.com

NOW IN STOCK

At our Boat Lagoon and Yacht
Haven outlets. Seaflo range of
bilge pumps, macerator pumps,
water pressure pumps, bilge
blowers, battery switches, etc.
Very competitive prices! Fortress
Anchors coming soon! Andaman
Boat Sales. Tel: 084-842 6146.
Email: boats@andamanboat
sales.com

VISION 49 SLOOP (1982)
45hp Volvo MD22. If you are
looking for a comfortable cruising
yacht at a very reasonable price
and capable of winning regattas
this could be the one for you.
Only US$69,950. For details
contact Alan Giles. Andaman
Boat Sales. Tel: 084-842 6146.
Email: alangiles@boatshed
phuket.com, www.boatshed
phuket.com

BAYLINER 325 SPORT

CRUISER 2007
Twin 260hp fuel injected Mer-
cruisers, just overhauled. Class
leading space in cockpit and in-
terior. Realistically priced at just
2.8 million baht. Tel: 084-842
6146. Email: alangiles @boat
shedphuket.com, www.boatshed
phuket.com

SR MARINE BOAT
MANUFACTURER
SR Marine Boat manufacturer.
18-49ft. Used outboards from Ja-
pan. Visit our showroom in Ra-
wai. Tel: 081-782 0921.

Boatshedphuket.com

INTERNATIONAL YACHT BROKERS

T: +66 76 239 745

M: +66 84 8426146
boats@boatshedphuket.com

Boat of the moment

SELLING YOUR BOAT?
We can meet you on
board, take up to 80
photos and full details.
We will accompany all
viewings and provide
non-exclusive brokerage
on a “no sale, no fee " basis.

Must sell

9 million baht

www.boatshedphuket.com

www.boatshedphuket.com

Part of the Boatshed.com Yacht Brokerage Group with offices across the world.

BRAND NEW 2015
KAWASAKI
Brand new Ultra 310R1500 CC
/310,four-cylinder engine, moto-
cross-style, sport seat. Please
call 081-754 7599. Email: Sam
@mfjetski.com

KANTER 54 PILOT
HOUSE (1993)
Aluminiun Cutter. Yanmar 4LH
170hp diesel. Well-equipped
and maintained. Just reduced to
US$335,000. Tel: 084-842 6146.
Email: alangiles @ boatshedphu

ket.com

3.1M YACHT TENDER
DINGHY

T -

3.1m Stingray RIB with
9.9hp, 4 stroke Suzuki out-
board, storage cover, fuel
tank, etc. Great size yacht
tender, dinghy, as new
140,000 baht. Tel: 089-873
4044 (English), 081-270
3538 (Thai). Email: sc@
crone.net.au

BOTNIA TARGA 32
As new and with nearly all the
options. A quality Scandinavian-
built, fast cruiser at substantial
savings on the new price.
US$340,000. Tel: 084 842 6146.

MACINTOSH 47 CUTTER
(1988)

Yanmar 4JH4-TE 75hp diesel
(2006). Just refitted. Great live
aboard. Realistically priced at
just US$110,000. Tel: 084-842
6146. Email: alangiles @boat
shedphuket.com, www.boat
shedphuket.com

SUNSEEKER
CARIBBEAN 52 (1992)
Twin Detroit 550hp diesels.
Many recent upgrades but still
with some work to do. Asking
only US$129,000. Bring offers.
Please call 084-842 6146. Email:
alangiles@boatshedphuket.
com, www.boatshedphuket.

com

SWANSON 36 SLOOP
(1976)

Yanmar 3 Cylinder diesel
(2008). New sails (2008).
Great condition inside and
out. US$59,500. Contact
Alan Giles. Andaman Boat
Sales. Tel: 084-842 6146.
Email: alangiles @boatshed
phuket.com, www.boatshed
phuket.com

RIVIERA 48 FLYBRIDGE
(2000)
2 x Caterpillar 660hp diesels. 6-
month engine guarantee. Must
sell, owner’s new boat has ar-
rived. Only 9 million baht. Nego-
tiable. Tel: 084-842 6146. Email:
alangiles@boatshedphuket.
com, www.boatshedphuket.com

5.6M AVON
'ADVENTURE'

Semi-rigid tender. For sale:
360,000 baht. High quality
British manufacture (Zo-
diac), Yamaha 2-stroke 85hp
with very low engine hours.
56lt in built fuel cell. Comes
with trailer, cover, anchor,
mooring lines and additional
fuel tanks. Rigged for single
point lift (ex yacht tender).
Ideal for island hoping, ex-
ploring, wake boarding, pic-
nics on quiet islands etc.
Email: r.felton65 @ gmail.
com

AZIMUT 43S 2009
FOR SALE

Realistically priced, full op-
tions, 275,000 euro. Please
call 089-470 8926. Email: jy
fievet@gmail.com

Classified Advertisements

Please use this form to write your classified advertisement.
Then hand it to any of our agents.

BN U O O O D O L L)

BN O O O A O A
BN O O O A O A
BN O O O A O A
BN O O O A O A
BN O O O A O A

Classified ads are charged per line. Each line is 140 baht,
with a minimum of 4 lines (heading included) per ad.

All advertising must be paid for in advance.

Deadline for Property Gazette page: Friday 3 pm.
Deadline for all other ads: Saturday 12 noon.
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Hacking dengity laws with mixology

By Katie P Arnold

TOM Auttayatamavittaya,
also known as Tom Funk, won
first place for Thailand, top
ten in Asia Pacific and 49" in
the galaxy out of 8,500 con-
tenders in the bartending
competition Bols Around the
World 2015.

He recently moved house,
so to speak, from Yaowarat
Road in Phuket Town, to a
bigger venue on Phang Nga
Road, and is now defying
the laws of density with
experimental cocktails and
shooters at Zimplex’s
mixology laboratory.

Before returning to Phuket
from Bangkok to open the bar
in 2011, Tom worked as a
copywriter at an advertising
company for 10 years.

When asked why he decided
to come back he said, “I set a
work goal for myself to win an
award at CannesLions|nterna-
tional Festival of Creativity,
sort of likethe equivalent of the
Olympics for advertising. And
| did, I wonthe gold medal. So,
| quit and moved back to
Phuket.”

Once settled, he opened
Zimplex, which was originally

designed as a place to hang out
with friends, party and danceto
music played by none other
than DJ Tom Funk.

Sincethen, Tom hashung up
his headphones and branched
out into the world of mixology,
and, as can be seen, is shaking
things up.

“It all started when my
friend bought me a skull shot
glass. My girlfriend Nann
asked if it was possibleto make
a shot that looked like it had
brains in it. At first | thought
it would beimpossible, but then
we went out and bought
different types of liqueur and
experimented. It took about 20
triesto get it right.”

After that, Tom and Nann
began experimenting with dif-
ferent, colorful shooters —
science, space and galaxies
were their inspiration. Think
northern lights meets disco
ball.

“Artisasoabiginspiration,
and Nann is extremely artistic.
She is the one person who
inspires me the most.”

Without any prior knowl-
edge of bartending, Tom and
Nann decided not to look up
any recipes online or read any
books on how to mix cocktails.

“We sat down and cataloged
all the tastes and dengities of dif-
ferent liqueurs and found out
through trial and error what
tasted good together and what
layerswe could create by ‘ hack-
ing' the density when they are
combined.”

With signature shooters
entitled ‘Nebula Jellyfish’,
‘Master of Density’ and * Par-
alel Universe', these beautiful,
glowing works of drinkable art
are truly sights for sore eyes
and perfectly depict their

if youwereto comein
and say, ‘' Tom, | had
abad day at work.
| need something
to refresh my
soul and
mind’. Then |
will make an
original
shooter, just
for you.
Something
fresh and up-
beat, maybe
using the

namesake. color pink.
But don't expect to find out “That’'s

the recipe. what we
“I know 200 different cock- do, we are

tails and shooters by memory. not bartend-

ers, we are
mixdogiss”

Only Nann and | know the
recipes, but oncein awhile

| write one down. Eventu- g4
ally, I want to make a #
cocktail book and col- #
laborate  with a #
publisher from the
UK or United
States.”

Part of Tom's
genius is that he ™
is  constantly
sourcing inspira-

tion from Tom holds a simple syrup used for his art.
Cuitomefs- Rendering: Adriano Trapani
For example,

,qBangkok
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ASIA’S BOUTIQUE AIRLINE

Phuket Golf Festival 2015

August - September

Aoy

2 §
%’Wﬁmnm@%

Package only for Thais and local expats.

laGuna

PHUKET
GOLF CLUB

Mission Hills Phuket
Golf Resort & Spa
076-310800, 076-310888

: 2,600 baht

For more infomation:
TAT : 076-212213,076-211 036

Laguna Phuket Golf Club
076-270991, 076-324350
Green fee: 2,850 baht
(includes caddy, golf cart)

Phuket Country Club
076-319200, 076-202186
Expats green fee: 2,800 baht
caddy: 400 baht

Blue Canyon Country Club
076-328088

For special air tickets only for this package please contact Bangkok Airways : 076-225033-5
Return ticket | Bangkok - Phuket 3,690 baht | U-Tapao - Phuket 3,690 baht | Chieng Mai - Phuket 5,790 baht

ISSMN 1905 - 8268
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