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M ‘HE WORKED HARD FOR THE PEOPLE AND NEVER GAVE UP’

PInK Panther passes

B | egendary Phuket
politician succumbsto
colon cancer at age 58

By Chutharat Plerin

LEGENDARY champion of Phuket people and the
highest elected official on the island Paiboon
Upatising lost his battle against colon cancer on
August 2 at the age of 58, with hiswife and eldest
son by his side.

The former Phuket senator, suspended President
of the Phuket Provincial Administration Organiza-
tion (PPAO) and charter President of the Rotary
Club of Patong (RcoPB), has left a legacy of local
innovation, care and businesses sense. He is sur-
vived by his wife Keawta Upatising and their four
children: Maetapong, Pongsapak, Peerati and
Woutthichai.

“My mother and | were beside his bed when he
passed away,” Mr Maetapong told the Gazette in a
calm voice, just two days after his father’s death.
“I told him not to worry about anything, | will take
care of the family and everything for him.”

Mr Paiboon is remembered by family as a de-
lightful man with a good voice, who was the
entertainer of the group and inspired all those
around him, both at home and at work.

“Mr Paiboon was a strong-willed man who paid
an enormous amount of attention to hiswork,” Gov-
ernor Nisit Jansomwong told the Gazette. “He was
a politician who worked hard for the people and
never gave up. He continued to work even when
he became very ill.”

The well-established politician was dubbed
Phuket's ‘Pink Panther’ due to his use of pink to
brand his public projects following his election as
the PPAO president in 2008.

After having already served astheisland’'s sena-
tor, Mr Paiboon won with alandslide victory against
Anchalee Tephabutra. Eleven months later, he was
issued a‘yellow card’ by the Election Commission
(EC) in Bangkok for vote buying...
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Paiboon ‘The Pink Panther’ Upatising is best known on the island for developing and
implementing the ‘Pink Bus’ service in 2009.

Girl dragged
to death in

hit-and-run

A MOTHER found herself
attempting to chase down an
18-wheeled truck that was
dragging her daughter, 12,
down Thepkrassatri Road
just south of the Tah Chat
Chai checkpoint in a deadly
hit-and-run accident.
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Patong police
IN deep water

PATONG Police were knee-
deep in water as their station
was inundated by flooding on
Monday morning.

“There was about a meter of
water in some parts of the sta-
tion. It happened so fast this
time that we were unable to
clear everything,” Deputy
Superintendent Akanit
Danpitaksat of the Patong Po-
lice told the Gazette. “We will
just haveto see how much dam-
age was done once the water
clears.”

Flash floods also caused
long tailbacks and left many
motorists pushing their scoot-
ers through deep water in
Chalong and Patong, aswell as
at the Samkong underpass con-
struction site.

— Chutharat Plerin

13-year-old boy
dies swimming
near Koh Sireh

A 13-YEAR-OLD boy drowned
off Koh Sireh on July 30 after
his friends were unable to save
him and failed to report the in-
cident to adultsor authoritiesfor
nearly three and a half hours.
Payu Pairiron, a student at
Baan Koh Sireh School,
drowned at about 1:30pm after
becoming too tired to swim
back to the floating walkway.
It took 30 minutes for res-
cue workers to recover Nong
Payu’s body from the water.
The boy’s mother, Yawaluck
Pairiron, 32, does not blame the
boys for her son’s death and un-
derstood that it was an accident.
— Kritsada Mueanhawong
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Monger lizard caugnt
In Phuket Town home
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VIDEO REPORT: Rescue workers captured a 20 kilogram monitor lizard at a house in Phuket
Town, as heavy rains inundated the island. After about 30 minutes the team was able to extract
the lizard. For the full story, visit PhuketGazette.net. Photo: Kusoldharm Foundation

Kratom junky
attacks ATM

AN UNRULY kratom user was
arrested at his apartment in
Rawai on Monday morning af-
ter a CCTV footage showed
him smashing the screen of an
ATM on his way home from
Phuket Town.

Using the CCTV footage,
police were able to trace
Somphon Kekina, 22, back to
his apartment.

While making the arrest, of-
ficers found kratom leaves,
kratom juice, cough syrup and
the clothing worn by the sus-
pect when he bashed the ATM.

“Before the incident, Mr
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Briefly

Somphon went to drink kratom
at his friend’s room in Phuket
Town. On his way home, he
went to withdraw money. He
wanted 1,000 baht in two 500-
baht notes. However, the ATM
only gave him a 1,000-baht
note,” General Patchara said.

Mr Somphon was charged
with damaging property and for
the possession of a Category 5
drug.

— Kritsada Mueanhawong

Swedish tourist
takes fal with
Tha woman

A SWEDISH touristandaThal
woman took a tumble from the
balcony of their room at the
Phuket Paradise Hotel in
Patong on Monday morning.

“When we arrived at the
scene, Dahlin Erik Conny, 33,
was unconscious while
Numpueng Kumpuong, 26,
was crying out in pain on the
ground,” said Lt Col Jessada
Saengsuree of the Patong po-
lice.

Rescue workers rushed the
pair to Patong Hospital just af-
ter 7am. Witnesseswere unable
to shed light on what may have
led to them falling over the bal-
cony banister.

Later a Patong Hospital

employee, who declined to be
named, confirmed on Monday
night that both patients were
conscious, but remained in doc-
tors care.

— Kritsada Mueanhawong

Region 8 Police
headgquarters
opens here

DESPITE some protest, the
Region 8 Police headquarters
was partially operational in
Phuket when it officially
opened on Monday.

Severa systems need to be
put in place at the new facility,
before they are fully up and
running in Phuket. Officerswill
also be operating out of their
Surat Thani office until then.

The move of the regional
police headquarters to Phuket
is due to the province's ability
to generate revenue via
Thailand’s tourism industry.

— Chutharat Plerin

Drug dedlers
arrested in
police barracks

A POLICE officer’s son, aong
with three other men, were ar-
rested with nearly three million
baht worth of drugsat aresidence
at the Ao Luek Police Station
barracks in Krabi on August 2.
Thefour menwere caught in
possession of one kilogram of
ya ice (crystal methamphet-
amine) and nearly 8,000 pills

of ya bah (methamphetamine).

Ao Luek police were tipped
off by one of their own offic-
ers, whose son was dealing
from a former residence at the
station.

The four men were charged
with possession of a Category
1 drug with intent to sell. Ad-
ditionally, one of the suspects
was found to also be in posses-
sion of two guns and was
charged with possession of fire-
arms without permission.

— Kritsada Mueanhawong

Gov edtablishes
legal taxi ranks

MORE than ayear after the Na-
tional Council for Peace and Or-
der made a sweeping effort to
remove illegd taxi stands from
Phuket, the provincial govern-
ment has announced a plan to
establish legal taxi ranks at ten
locations throughout the idand.

The move to establish the
taxi stops at some schools, hos-
pitalsand police stations on the
island goes hand-in-hand with
efforts to support GrabTaxi, as
authorities establish and im-
provetaxi system ontheisland,
Governor Nisit Jansomwong
said.

The ten official taxi queues
will beat: Bus Terminal 1; Bus
Terminal 2; Phuket City Police
Station; Chalong Police Sta-
tion; Karon Police Station;
Phuket Provincial Hall; the
Phuket Land Transportation
Office; Patong Hospital; Loma
Park in Patong; and Rajabhat
University.

— Chutharat Plerin

Nightlife raid
nets underage
drinkers, shisha

RAIDS on nightlife venues in
Phuket continued on July 29,
with police seizing 40 hookahs
used for smoking shisha and
catching eight underage
drinkers.

The underage drinkers were
guestioned and then released.
However, Thanongsak
Chanmanee, the manager of
Sabaijai, was charged with the
possession of untaxed shisha
and selling alcohol to minors.

The shisha charge carries a
penalty of up to five yearsim-
prisonment, a fine of up to
500,000 baht or both while the
penalty for selling alcohol to
miniors is one year imprison-
ment, a fine of up to 20,000
baht or both.

— Kritsada Mueanhawong
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12-year-old dragged to death
by 18-whesler in hit-and-run

By Kongleaphy Keam

POLICE arrested the driver of
an 18-wheeled truck that hit
and dragged a 12-year-old girl
to death just south of the Tah
Chat Chai checkpoint on July
31.

The truck allegedly struck
the motorbike that the girl and
her mother were riding, caus-
ing minimal damage, but
knocking the mother-daughter
pair to the concrete.

Vassana Kaewkumpa, 40,
screamed for the truck driver to
stop as it continued down the
southbound lane of Thepkrasattri
Road just past the Tah Chat Chai
checkpoint, explained police.

“Ms Vassanafound the body
of her daughter in the road, al-
most one kilometer away from
the scene of the accident,” Mgj
Santi Prakobpran of the Tah
Chat Chai Police said.

Latthaporn Duongkae was
pronounced dead at the scene
by rescue workers.

The driver, who fled the
scene, was arrested hours after
the accident, as policefollowed
the truck via CCTV footage to
its resting place near Wat
Luang Pu Supha in Chalong

The 22-year-old, Sittipong
Sinphae, was found with the
truck and arrested for reckless

Latthaporn Duongkae was dragged by the 18-wheeled truck for about one kilometer. Photo: Thawit Bilabdulla

driving causing death and flee-
ing the scene of an accident,
Maj Santi said.

“The driver told us that he
didn’t know anything about the
accident,” Mg Santi said. “He
said that it was raining hard at
the time, and though he did

hear something, he thought that
it was nothing.”

Nonetheless, marks on the
side of the truck revealed that
it had been in an accident.

“Mr Sittipong has already
informed his insurance com-
pany and will negotiate with the

B30 tuk-tuk ri de for Phuket Town

YELLOW-ROOFED tuk-tuks
providing aflat fare of 30 baht
are on the road to Phuket Town
in order to lessen congestion
and provide affordable public
transport in the area, explained
Phuket Governor Nisit
Jansomwong.

“There will be 87 tuk-tuks
registered under the 30-baht
flat-fee program. They will only
be able to operate in Phuket
Town toward Bang Khu inter-
section and along the bypass
road to Kwang Road via Chao
Fa East and West,” Gov Nisit
said. “We want to make Phuket
like other popular provinces by
providing cheap tuk-tuk services
insde the municipality area.”

To help officers enforce the
law and prevent tuk-tuk driv-
ers from overcharging and
working outsidetheir remit, the
roofs of the tuk-tuks will be
painted yellow. Drivers caught
breaking the ruleswill be fined
5,000 baht. Repeat offenders
will have their permission to

The new tuk-tuks will only be able to provide rides in Phuket Town.

operate the service revoked,
confirmed Gov Nisit.

“The driver’s identification
information will be clearly dis-
played, as will a complaint
contact number,” said Gov Nisit.

“This will be a great ater-
native to driving for peoplein
Phuket Town. | urge all tuk-tuk
drivers involved in the plan to
adhereto the conditions. We' ve
done our part to support them,
now they must help us build a
positivereputation for Phuket's
public transportation.”

The Governor’s announce-
ment comes in the wake of
protestsin May by illegal tuk-tuk
driversseeking an opportunity to
legitimize their business.

“We have yet to set the
launching date, as some of the
tuk-tuk drivers are working on
getting their public transportation
registration. We expect tolaunch
in mid-August,” Jaturong
Kaewkas, chief policy adviser of
the Phuket Land Transport Of-
fice, said on July 30.

— Chutharat Plerin

girl’s family when they are
ready to talk,” Mg Santi said.
“We will of course continue
with the necessary legal steps
with regard to Mr Sittipong.”
Both Ms Vassana and the
body of young L atthaporn were
taken to Thalang Hospital.

B500mn taken
from temple
on holiday

Police believe the thieves knew
where the money was hidden.

ABOUT 500,000 baht desig-
nated for temple repairs was
stolen from an abbot’s resi-
denceduring the Buddhist holi-
day of Asarnha Bucha
Thisisnot the first time that
Phra Khru Pothipanyakorn of
Wat Suwan Khiri Wong had a
large sum of money taken from
his living quarters. About two
years ago, 200,000 baht was
stolen without a trace, Lt Col
Sutthichai Thianpho of the
Patong Police told the Gazette.
“We have suggested that
Phra Khru Pothipanyakorn in-
stall CCTV. However, in this
case, we have some leads after
guestioning about 30 monks
and men who live in the com-
plex,” Col Sutthichai said.
“We believe that at least two
peoplewere part of the robbery.”
Police are continuing their
investigation and expect to
make arrests soon.
— Kritsada Mueanhawong

FOR ALL ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENTS, HARD-
WARE & AIR CONDITIONERS GO TO KEEHIN

ON BYPASS ROAD, PHUKET

Sales tel: 076 261450 fax: 076 261456-7
Service tel: 076 261460 fax: 076 261464

108/18, Chalermprakiet Rd (By Pass) , T. Rassada, A. Muang
Tel: 076- 261 470 Fax:076- 261477 Email: sales@baansukapun.com
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Chinese hack into Phuket tourism

THE provincial Communist
Party chief of Phuket's sister
province in China arrived here
this week with hopes of ‘ hack-
ing’ the secret of the island’s
strong tourism sector.

“Hainan officialsarehereon
afact-finding mission to better
understand exactly why Phuket
hosts so many tourists from so
many countries, while Sanya of
Hainan is only playing host to
about 4.3 million domestic
tourists a year,” said Phuket
Governor Nisit Jansomwong.

Sanya has several bays with
large resorts and stunning
beaches, all factors highlight-
ing the similarities between the
sister provinces.

“They would like to learn
how Phuket has developed a
variety of tourism activities,
and how we have become a hot
destination for travellers
around the world,” Governor
Nisit said.

Meanwhile, aplan for direct
Hainan-Phuket flights was an-
nounced during thevisit, which
marked the tenth anniversary of

e Digital Mammogram”*

to the Breast Cancer Care and Ressarch Fund.

e ThinPrep

» Mother's Day package

e Pre-pregnancy check-up (male)

e Ovulation stimulation
® Egg collection

e Embryo transfer

e Digital Mammogram + ThinPrep*

e Digital Mammogram + Bone Density Screening”®
**Upon booking one of these packages, you are contributing 80 Baht

o Bone Density Screening (whole body)

e Royal Life Hormones & Sexual Health

(with additional FSH + RRT Extradiol + TSH at 1,900 Baht)

e Pre-pregnancy check-up (female)

IVF packages

-

Phuket Governor Nisit

lly 2015 at Phuke

S

Jansomwong (left) hosted Luo Baoming, the

Chinese island’s provincial Communist Party chief and its former
governor, during a Chinese fact-finding mission.

thetwo islands becoming ‘twin
cities'.

The Chineseofficials, led by
Luo Baoming, the Chinese
island’s provincial Communist
Party chief and its former gov-
ernor, said they have already
asked Sichuan Airlines to pro-
vide direct flights from Sanya,
a city on the southern end of

the Chinese island, to Phuket.

“We have discussed the plan
with Airports of Thailand, and
they have approved the direct
flightsto land about threetimes
a week after midnight,” Gov-
ernor Nisit said. “However, we
are now negotiating to havethe
flights land at about 8pm.

— Chutharat Plerin

Best Deals for
Women's Health

Special packages of breast
and cervical cancer screening

________________________________________________________________

Special price

' 100,000.-
| 149,000.-

Partial proceeds will be donated to the Breast Cancer Care and Research Fund of Bangkok Hospital Phuket.
***Starting from the age of 35, every woman is recommended to have a mammogram done every year.” ™"

Call.1719 @
www.PhukelHospital.com )

Book now until
31 August 2015

(Packages remain valid for use
until 30 September 2015.)
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...“When the EC first gave me
ayellow card, | was unable to
defend myself by any legal
means. But the provisions of
the 2007 Election Act are very
good, so now | can defend my-
self in the Appeals Court,” Mr
Paiboon said in May 2009.

“| fed like someone sucker-
punched me in the head, but |
don’t know who. Now | can
find out the identity of my ac-
cuser and fight back in court,”
said Mr Paiboon, whose busi-
ness interests in Phuket
included the Phuket Villagroup
of residential
estates and the
sole distribu-
tion rights to
Boon Rawd
Brewery.

Mr Paiboon
was cleared of
vote-buying

ficials led to our club’s estab-
lishment in 2001,” current
RcoPB President Walter Wyler
said.

In 2001, as Phuket’s first
ever directly elected senator,
and as a Rotarian, Senator
Paiboon decided that founding
anew, English-speaking Rotary
Club would be the best way of
achieving his goal of mutual
understanding between the
business and local government
sectors on Phuket.

Assuch, on January 9, 2001,
the Senator invited a selected
group of foreign business
people to attend a meeting
at the Aloha
Villa Hotel.
During the
meeting it was
decided to
form the
RCoPB with
the aim of
fostering

allegations by goodwill and
the Appeals understanding
Court in between Thai
Bangkok on _ officials and
September 8, &k He adopted apink  the foreign
2009. ‘How- color scheme for every- ~ Pusiness com-
ever, it is not . . munity.
Paiboon’s thing he did... [The “Our club
cleared yellow color] can be seen members will
card that he : : always re-
will beremem.  &round theislandinso Lo tEl -\
bered by, nor many good things he did Paiboon as
the corruption for the common people someone who
allegations upheld the
most recently IOW'COS_t bus ideals of the
Lgviedbagair;]st transportation, bus F; 0 tha rh_y
im by the throug is
Office of the StOpfS, the PPAO actions and
Auditor  Hospitalandmany nhislegacy. We
General  of more projects. will beforever
Thailand grateful for his
(OAQ) for is- — Brad Kenny, Rotary Club of Vision and
suesflagged as Patong Beach  support,” Mr
problematic in Wyler said.

the construction of the PPAO
Hospital last month.

Infact, Mr Paiboon assumed
he would be quickly cleared of
the allegations and return to
working for the people.

“This order will give me a
chance to relax and recover,”
Mr Paiboon said at the time. “I
think after the OAG confirms
that there was no illegal activ-
ity, I will resume my position,
which might be in a few
months.”

What Mr Paiboon will be
remembered for, however, is
hisvision for theisland and his
hands-on approach to bringing
the community together.

“Mr Paiboon’s vision to en-
courage more interaction
between the Phuket business
community and local Thai of-

Previous RCoPB President
Brad Kenny earlier this week
recalled how Mr Paiboon
helped the island recover from
the tragedy of the 2004 tsu-
nami.

“My fondest memory of
Khun Paiboon was from a few
daysafter the tsunami, when he
suggested the governor contact
me, being a Rotarian and in the
construction business, about
his need to make temporary
caskets,” Mr Kenny said.

The standard Thai casket
was not big enough for foreign-
ers.

“After we set up a produc-
tion line, [Mr] Paiboon came by
and held hands with my work-
ers and said a prayer
concerning the tragedy, thank-
ing al of them for doing an
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unspeakable job as tears ran
down all of our cheeks... We
bonded that day, as Rotarians
and as humans, with our love
and despair about what had
happened to our paradise is-
land. We kept that bond until
the last time | saw him a few
months ago.”

For the general public
though, perhaps the Pink
Panther’s most visible and ap-
plauded project wastheidland's
first practical and low-cost pub-
lic transport system: the Po
Thong ‘Pink Bus', which won
anational award for ‘Local In-
novation’ from the Prime
Minister’s Office.

The award was one of 61
awarded to local administration
offices by the new Prime
Minister’s Office committee on
decentralization of power to
local administration organiza-
tions. A total of 1,003 projects
were nominated nationwide.

Mr Paiboon accepted the
award from then-Prime Minis-
ter Abhisit Vejjagjiva at
Government House in Bangkok
on the morning of September
17, 2010.

PM Abhisit defined the term

eaves pin

For details on how to join funeral ceremonies or pay your respect to Mr Paiboon, visit PhuketGazette.net.

‘local innovation’ as any
change in government-sector
service with a clear public
benefit.

Additional major projects
backed by Mr Paiboon in-

TRIPADVISOR
TRAVELLERS'

CHOICE winner [ ESSRTEEN

cluded plansto redevelop Bang
Wad Dam, Bang Neaw Dam,
anti-flood measures, the distri-
bution of 1,000 UV flashlights
that he paid out of his own
pocket for to be handed out to

vendors in Phuket Town to
combat a flood of fake bank
notes and the PPAO Hospital.

“The hospital is 90 per cent
complete,” Mr Paiboon said in
September 2010. “I have tried

K legacy

very hard to have the hospita
open as soon as possible and it
looks like it will open by early

next year.”
PPAO Vice President
Sorratham Jinda, who has been

working with Mr Paiboon since
he took the position in 2008,
explained that it was a quick-
ness of mind and action that
had allowed Mr Paiboon to ac-
complish so much.

“He worked very fast and
was constantly reviewing the
data available before making
any decisions,” Mr Sorratham
said.

“We awayshadtolayout the
good and bad impacts any
given project might have when
we presented them to him.

“Though he demanded a
great deal from us, he was very
kind and respected everyone he
worked with. Hewill be greatly
missed by all of us.”

Mr Sorratham confirmed
that the elected government
body would continue to serve
the island with  PPAO Chief
Administrative Officer (Palad)
Watcharin Patomwattanapong
as acting PPAO president until
the end of term next April.
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Mom Tri's Kitchen

at Villa Royale Kata Noi Beach

Offer Thai, International and Tapas cuisine open every day from 07.00 to 23.30 hrs.

Live JAZZ every Wednesday and Sunday

Reservation please phone 076 333 569 or Email: fo@villaroyalephuket.com

www.villaroyalephuket.com *Dress Code : Smart Casual
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PHUKET Governor Nisit
Jansomwong is making great
efforts—with what appearsto
be the buds of success — to
make metered taxisapillar of
public transport on theisland.
However, a decade ago,
then-Governor Udomsak
Uswarangkura was hearing a
different tune as his metered-
taxi push left his car stuck in
a sea of furious airport ‘lim-
ousine drivers.

Theman wassimply about
to pop out of Provincial Hall
for lunch when about 100
angry drivers surrounded his
vehicle, preventing him from
moving for more than two
hours — one can imagine the
pangs of hunger.
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Atthispointintimeandfor
years to come, it was par for
the course to see such a
thuggish backlash to the
governor’s alleged threats of
sourcing Army muscle to en-
surethat the airport limousine
drivers did not attempt to in-
timidate metered taxi drivers.

The irony, which those
who have been on the island
for at least more than a year
can enjoy, isthat it infact did
take the National Council of
Peace and Order mobilizing
the Army to root out the
deeply-entrenched, illegal
taxi mafia. However, even
that effort has not completely
seen us out of the jungle, as
the lack of public transporta-

The gift of

hindsight

tion continues to be an un-
sightly stain on Phuket’s
reputation as an international
tourism destination.

That topic was on page one
of the August 6 Issue of the
Phuket Gazette but hiding just
inside the cover was a classic
headline and revelation: * Tsu-
nami ‘flushed out Patong Bay'.
Though it took less than 10
years for the bay to once again
play host to water of question-

able qudlity, it turned out that
levels of harmful bacteria in
the bay, which were associated
with untreated human waste
being discharged directly into
it, had been reduced to nearly
zero. Those were again the
days of poop-free Patong,
though as we all know — they
did not last.

Much like the water-
quality levels, tourist levels—
aswe now know —would also
return to pre-tsunami levels.
However, with the tourism
industry suffering, the
Gazette asked: “With about
three months to go to until
November 1 — the official
start of the tourist high
season — can tourist arrival

numbers return to pre-
tsunami levels?’

At that point, the concern
was not about whether the
Russian market would be
coming or even the Chinese—
who was even thinking of
such markets 10 years ago?
Thered question waswhether
or not the Scandinavians had
faithinthe effectivenessof the
recently implemented tsu-E
nami-warning system and
would once again grace our
shores. The answer of course |
was that the numbers would
quickly surpass pre-tsunami
arrivals, though perhaps we
should have been more care- |
ful for what we wished for.

— | saac Sone Simonelli
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Jdlyfish sting
kills tourist in
Koh Phangan

A THAI tourist died after
being stung by a box jellyfish
while swimming off Koh
Phangan in Surat Thani on
July 31.

Policereveded that Chayanan
Surin, 31, had travelled to the
island from Bangkok with
friends and went swimming at
around 8pm in Tambon Ban Tai
where she was stung. She was
pronounce dead at Koh Phangan
Hospital that night.

One of the world’s most
poisonous creatures, this
jellyfish’s sting can cause ex-
treme pain, muscle numbness,
stomach and back muscle
spasms, vomiting and death.

Dr Thanuwat Tippinit, who
worksat the Koh Phangan Hos-
pital, warned that this type of
jellyfish was more prevalent in
Thailand during the southwest
MONsooN Season.

Travelling bot
loses its head
In America
POLICE inaction without a
formal complaint being filed
seemsto betherule of thumb
in Phuket. However, appar-
ently that also applies to
hunting down people who
decapitated hitchBOT in
Philadel phia.

The experimental, child-
sized robot had safely
hitchhiked across Canada
and through parts of Europe,
but travel in the United States
of Freedom Fries, from Bos-
ton to San Francisco, turned
out to be too dangerous.

It'strip ended abruptly last
weekend when it was found
in a Philadelphia aley, with
its head removed, reported
Reuters.

“We can’t do anything
without a complaint being
filed,” said Philadelphia Po-
lice spokeswoman Leeloni
Palmiero. “If they did, we
would absolutely investigate.”

The robot’s owners said
they have no interest in
mounting acriminal prosecu-
tion.

“Wewish to remember the
good times, and we encour-
age hitchBOT’s friends and
family to do the same,” the
team behind the project said
in a statement posted on the
hitchBOT website.

“Sometimes bad things
happen to good robots.”
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Thailand might
not pass fisning
dandardsfor EU

THE authorities, the business
sector and NGOs all predict
that Thailand's rank on the il-
legal, unreported and unregu-
lated fishing (IUU) list will not
improve, despitethestrict mea-
sures being implemented by the
government.

Many controversies have
emerged from the implementa-
tion of the policy to stopillegal
fishing and regulate the long-
ignored problems within the
fishing industry.

Within a short period of
time, the Command Center for
Combating Illegal Fishing
(CCCIF) implemented many
measures to solve the IlUU
fishing problems, such as fine-
tuning the fisheries law,
registering fishing vessels, port
in-port out inspections, install-
ing vessel tracking devices and
banning four destructive types
of fishing equipment.

However, few are confident
that enough has been done to
clear the EU inspection.

Fake Hooter
jobs used to
lure women
Into prodtitution

FIVE Thais suspected of being
members of a transnational
gang that forced Thai women
into prostitution in China by
promising ‘Hooter girl’ jobs

Briefly

have been arrested after four
victimsfiled police complaints.

The gang, which police sus-
pect has a number of other
members, is believed to have
operated since 2012, promising
women jobs in China, Malay-
sia and Singapore.

The gang targeted good-
looking woman via social
media and falsely offered
‘Hooter girl’ jobsin the city of
Chongqing, said Maj-General
Thiti Saengsawang, com-
mander of the Anti-Human

Trafficking Division.

Once in China, the women
then found themselves locked
up and forced intothefleshtrade
in the Chinese city, police said.

Gas cylinders
In Degp South
to be changed
for security

RESTAURANTS and house-
holds in three southern border
provinces and four Songkhla
districts have been urged to
gradually change from using
the 15-kilogram metal cooking-
gas cylinder to the 11kg com-
posite-plus cylinder before the
October 1, deadline.

BRING BACK
YOUTH

SMOOTHEN WRINKLES
RESTORE VOLUME, SOFTEN LINES
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Themovewill makethe pub-
lic safer as metal gas cylinders
are often used in bomb attacks
in the restive region, a spokes-
man for the Internal Security
Operations Command (1SOC)
Region 4 Front Command said.

Woman ks
help to find
abducted sons

A CAMBODIAN business-
woman on August 1 sought
help from Thai officials at Sa
Kaew’s Aranyaprathet border
checkpoint to locate her maid,
who alegedly had abducted her
two American-national sons
aged 5 and 3 last December.

The 26-year-old Cambodian
maid, Tek Jia, had reportedly
crossed the border into Thailand
with the boysin March thisyear.

Ms Tek allegedly abducted
Un Somealea’s sons from her
Phnom Penh home on Decem-
ber 24. Ms Un had filed a
complaint with Cambodian po-
lice and her family had been
trying to find them since.

Ms Un said that her ex-hus-
band, who held both American
and Cambodian passports, might
have conspired with the maid.

Firefight leaves
18 volunteers
wounded

SECURITY personnel are
hunting for more than 20 sus-
pected insurgents who
launched a bloody attack on
village security volunteers in
Yalaon July 31.

The incident injured 18 se-
curity volunteers, six of them
seriously, at a checkpoint.
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ln mourning

THE Gazette joins the Phuket community in mourning the
death of Paiboon Upatising, who passed away after a long
battle against cancer last week.

A descendent of Chinese immigrants, Mr Paiboon was a
highly-successful businessman, who used his own good for-
tune to help those in need.

In addition to having exclusive rights to sell Boon Rawd
Brewery products on theidand, Mr Paiboon was the idand’s
leading residential real estate developer. Hedeveloped thewide
network of Phuket Villa residential estates throughout the is-
land, which have brought prosperity to so many families:
numerous buyers who bought on mortgage agreements have
seen their assets more than quadruplein value over the years.

Mr Paiboon’s Chrigtian faith wasreflected in the projects he
initiated and saw through to completion as President of the
Phuket Provincial Administration Authority (PPAO). Despite
thetuk-tuk mafia, he managed to introduce Phuket’sfirst prac-
tical, low-cost publictransport system for theidand with the Po
Thong ‘Pink Bus'. This service provides reliable transport to
many communities that could otherwise never have afforded
them, including the Sea Gypsy community on Koh Sireh.

Thelist of Mr Paiboon’s achievements are too numerous
for this space, but it is worth noting how effective he was at
gaining support from such a wide spectrum of groups, from
the Thai Buddhist and Muslim to ethnic Chinese communi-
ties, as well as Phuket’s large expatriate community.

Mr Paiboon also had a fine sense of humor. When once
asked by this editorial writer if he would take offence at be-
ing referred to as ‘The Pink Panther’ in print for his
propensity to paint all PPAO assets in his trademark color,
he said he loved the idea.

It is hard to fathom how Khun Paiboon could have been
forced out of office over accusations of corruption at the
PPAO Hospital in Rassada, as has been alleged.

Redevelopment of the long-abandoned facility in Phuket’s
poorest area stands as yet another example of Mr Paiboon’s
work for the development of Phuket and care for its least
fortunate residents.

The Gazette hopesthat the probe into these alleged impro-
prieties is conducted quickly and in a fair and transparent
way, so as not to unfairly tarnish the legacy of one of the
isand’s most popular and successful public administrators.
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Dealing meth while living among police

Re: Gazette online, Police
officer’s son caught dealing
drugs from barracks, August 4

| don’t understand how such
asheer amount of drugs can get
into police barracks without
anyone noticing.

Sure, they caught the men af-
ter being told to keep an eye on
them and one acted ‘suspi-
ciousy’ and happened to have a
small amount of drugs on them.

But how did the three mil-
lion baht worth sneak past
officers?

Something isn’t right.

Laura Salzburg
Patong

Road responsbility

Re: Gazette online, Drive at
your own risk, August 4
Sowhoisresponsiblefor the
condition and the lousy repair
work on the road between
Karon and Patong near the en-
tranceto CentaraGrand? Every
time a company tries to repair
it, it takes at most 3 weeks un-
til it is full of holes and
dangerous again. Vehicles
coming from Patong prefer to
use the opposite lane to avoid
the bumps, even though there
is no way to see the oncoming
traffic.
Fritz Pinguin
Gazette forum

Wher e stheadults?

Re: Gazette online, Boy drowns
off Koh Sreh, July 31

How does such a thing hap-
pen?

It took three and ahalf hours

to the Editor

Do you have an opinion to voice?
Email Editor@PhuketGazette.net

for the boysto tell an adult that
their friend had drowned. |
don’'t understand how it is pos-
sible for not one adult, in a
three and a half hour time pe-
riod not to notice or overhear
the boys panicking or search-
ing. Are we so oblivious to
anything that is not directly in
front of our face, that some-
thing like this could happen?
Alan Cummings
Rawai

No surprise Patong
Police Sation

Re: Gazette online, Patong
Police in deep water, must as-
sess damage, August 3

How is it that every time
heavy rain falls, Patong Police
Station is swamped with
water and property is dam-
aged?

It's almost not even laugh-
able anymore. They are the
ones who tell us to prepare for
heavy rains and flash floods,
yet they do not do so them-
selves.

Who pays for all of the
damaged electronics and equip-
ment?ltistothepoint wherethey
need to take responsibility and
either move buildings, or figure
out a solution to re-route the
water.

Alex Parker
Chalong

Excited for theFour
Regions Fair

Re: Gazette online, 'Unique
Four Regions Fair' to start on
Mother’s Day, August 4
| think it's a wonderful idea
to arrange such events so that
locals and tourists alike can
experiencethethingsthat Thai-
land has to offer.
| am particularly looking for-
ward to trying al of the loca
food and organic fruit that will
be for sde.
Rita Harris
Phuket Town

Heavy rain blame

Re: Gazette online, Phuket
DDPM warns of heavy rains,
flash floods and landslides,
August 5

Safety is not just about get-
ting to your destination and
staying dry indoors becausethe
people of the world are collec-
tively responsible for more
frequent rainstorms.

A recent Reuters report
mentions a scientific study
which says that rising
man-made greenhouse gas
emissions are stoking ex-
tremes from heatwave to
precipitation.

Litterbugs should keep this
in mind when they next throw
a plastic bag or bottle on the
beach or into the sea. We are
definitely ruining the good
earth with our careless habits
and leaving the mess for the
next generation to clean up.

Newcomer
Phuket Town
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Corruption battle

FIRsST

PERSON

THE Office of the Auditor
General (OAG) is afree orga
nization working under The
State Audit Commission. We
are responsible for checking
and auditing the balance of ex-
penses, property, and incomein
the whole country.

We work toward financial
transparency of the country for
thecitizens, asthe money of the
country isthe money of theciti-
zens.

The OAG does not only au-
dit, but also actually fights
corruption aswell. Corruption
is the enemy of development.
Therefore, the more we can
work toward eradicating it, the
more the country can develop.
Thisis our single most impor-
tant duty.

The OAG does not work
alone, however. We collaborate
with The National Anti-

Law Professor Chaisit
Trachoetham, 65, has
been Chairman of the
State Audit Commission
since 2014. He earned his
Bachelor’s in Law from
Thammasat University,
where he
professor, and his Bar-at-
law and Doctorate from

is also a

Mahasarakam University. He has been working as a
judge for 37 years, and is also a former president of
the Court of Appeals and of the Supreme Court.
Here he talks to the Gazette about the importance
of the Office of the Auditor General (OAG) and how

it helps to fight corruption.

other things.

Recently, many presidents of
our Provincial Administrative
Organizations have been tempo-
rarily removed by the National
Council for Peace and Order.
This is because of the report

Corruption they received
Commission ion i from the OAG.
(NACEY k Corruption is the Even though
the Publicc  €nemy of develop- e have done
sector Anti ment. Therefore, if 3 L(I)t of worE
Corruption Com- ealing wit
missic?n, and the We Wor!( toward corruption, our
Anti-Money  eradicating it, the  systemsiill needs
Laundering Of-  more the country can o be improved
fice for effective devel y for the future.
results. evelop. In addition
Whenwefind to our regular

any suspiciousactivity inthefi-
nancia system of agovernment
office, we ask relevant officers
tofileacomplaint against them
and to move forward through
justice procedures.

Lately, we havefound alarge
amount of corruption in many
government project budgets,
such as their procurement
systems, reimbursements, pay-
ments and expenses, among

checks, we need to go deeper
into financial systemsfrom the
very beginning.

For now, | cannot say
whether Phuket is having se-
rious corruption problems or
not. However, we can see the
fast development of Phuket as
a famous tourist destination.

Population is increasing,
along with the number of busi-
nesses. Logically, corruption

Words from the Wise

alive”

really mean it.”

“You think your pains and heartbreaks are
unprecedented in thehistory of theworld, but
then you read. It was books that taught me
that the things that tormented me were the
very things that connected me with all the
peoplewho werealive, or who have ever been

“If you smilewhen no oneeseisaround, you

—James Baldwin

— Andy Rooney

will also increase.

Land encroachment is a
very big issue on Phuket.
There are many ownership
documents that have been is-
sued for land that is not
allowed to be possessed.
Many buildings were con-
structed without proper
permission.

The OAG has done its best
on thisissue. Many ownership
documents have been
canceled. However, to be
more effective, we need the
local authorities to be more
transparent.

The law cannot control ev-
erything. Peopl€e's attitude and
awareness are equally impor-
tant, as it has to start with the
citizens themselves.

Students and youths are the
best target to be trained at
school, so as to grow up with
an anti-corruption mindset.

Corruption is not a difficult
thing to deal with if we help
each other. Start with yourself
and one day we will rid our
country of corruption.

Chinese investors are now searching for safe-haven assets with real
estate in key markets, such as Phuket. Photo: Sam/Olai Ose/Skjaervoy

Real estate xenophobia

WHILE some Thais arejittery
about foreigners buying Thai
real estate, particularly land in
some form or another, they
should remember that they
themselves can buy real estate
in most western countries,
with the rationale being that
one can never bring that piece
of real estate back to one’s
home country.

Itisalso pertinent to remem-
ber that Thai economic growth
is sliding, with the Central
Bank recently trimming its
gross domestic product growth
projection for thisyear to 3 per
cent, from 3.8 per cent.

What Baron Rothschild said
in the 18th century, ‘the time
to buy is when there is blood
inthe streets’, appliestoday to
China, where puntersanxiously
watched the Shanghai Compos-
ite Index plunge all of 13.4 per
cent in July despite government
measures to support it.

Itisfar from surprising that
Chinese investors are now
searching for safe-haven as-
sets with real estate in key
markets because of the low
risk and often good returns
one can get from awell chosen
property.

Thisisunderscored by are-
cent CNBC report saying that
the Chinese are now the biggest
foreign buyersof Americanreal
estate, having poured in
US$28.6 hillioninthe past year
—more than double the amount
invested by Canadians who

Island View
By Nina Suebsukcharoen
|

Do you have an opinion to voice?
Email Editor@PhuketGazette.net

rank a step below.

A firm bridge from this is-
land to China is aready being
built, with Charn I ssara Devel-
opment Plc leading the way
after launching the 42-rai Baba
Beach Club development on
Phang Nga's Na Tai beach, to-
gether with its Chinese partner
Junfa Real Estate Company,
with Thai-Chinese partnerships
surely to follow.

What the sagacious among
us hope for, is that the island
continues to further develop
into a truly cosmopolitan-re-
sort center with room for all
nationalities to live in
harmony.

However, ‘harmony’ is the
key word. If some locals or
foreigners who have invested
here suffer financialy in one
way or another, they will get
desperate, and in that despera-
tion may turn to crime and
vice, which will ruin Phuket’s
future.

Asproperty ismost people's
key investment, themoreinves
tors who come in and
strengthen the market while not
building up the much-feared
bubble, the better. It would go
a long way toward ensuring a
rosy future for all of us.

Issues & Answers

| s sweating and rolling up deeves offensive?

WHEN | first moved to
Phuket, | was told that rolling
up my sleeves and sweating,
was something | should be
aware of. Is it really seen as
offensive?

Alex Wright
Kamala

Jakapong Boonsawang, an
official at the Phuket Cul-
tural Office, replies:

Thank you for your question.
Please note that rolling up your

deevesisacceptablein Thailand.
However, for forma occasions,
such as ajob interview, meeting
acustomer, working in an office
or meeting with your boss, it can
be seen as a bit rude.

Women should not wear re-
vealing clothes, such as tank
tops and skirts above the knee,
especially when entering Thai
temples.

For the beach, Thai people
usually wear light clothes that
do not revea too much. Most

men wear short pants, not swim-
ming trucks, while women wear
clothes while swimming.

It is acceptable to sweat in
Thailand; however, some Thai
peoplethink it’ sdistasteful, even
though it’s easy to swest here.

Everyone is responsible for
how they look. Sweating is not
really controllable, but it is bet-
ter to limit your time in hot
places, use an umbrella out-
doors or cool down before
meeting others.
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Boon
managing director of Boat
Development Company, gets the
ship sailing for Boat Arcadia.

Yongsakul, deputy

Boat Arcadia
sets sall with
packed retall

paces

WITH a lot of activities for
children and their doting par-
ents, the brand new Boat Ar-
cade, branding itself as the
‘East Coast Edutainment &
Family Center’, expects to be
a smash hit when it opens its
doors next month.

This two-storey, high-street
style shopping, dining and
edutainment complex is
dedicated to the island’s inter-
national community. Located at
the Boat Lagoon Marina, the
facility is in an ideal location
to continue to build the marina
up as alifestyle destination.

“Our aim is to satisfy the
growing demand in theinterna-
tional community for a
convenient place for all the
family — a community mall
where kids can learn and play
in a safe environment, while
adults enjoy shopping, relaxing
and dining in style,” Deputy
Managing Director of Boat
Development Company Boon
Yongsakul said.

— Phuket Gazette

Cash In on divergence markets
change with some dumb luck

By David Mayes

OBVIOUSLY a very interest-
ing topic at the moment with
the recent market action has
been China

From atechnical perspective
the recent action has been
fascinating because the
NASDAQ continued to make
new highs during the first big
legdownin China. Thisiswhat
is called divergence, when ma-
jor markets that have been
mainly flowing in tandem for
many years suddenly start to
head in opposite directions.

As | write this, the Chinese
market hastaken another 12 per
cent hitintwo daysandit looks
like we may be in for some
more forced selling via margin
cals.

Before | go into explaining
how | interpret thisdivergence,
| feel it is necessary to go into
how traders actualy use tech-
nical indicators. Notice | said
traders, who are generally
speculating, and not investors.

Long-term investors should
not be paying too much attention
to technicals, but rather looking
at the underlying fundamentals
and buying an asset class when
it represents value. Technicals
can, however, help with thetim-
ing. One area in which they can
help is taking profits at the end
of abull market.

The thing that is critical to
understand is that al technical
indicatorsonly work when they
do, and each one has a differ-
ent probability that changes
depending on which time pe-
riod you choose to use to
measure it.

Calculate a probability of a
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breakout succeeding in the
S& P 500 index over the last
few years and you will get a
different number than if you
calculate it using the last 50
years. Also, traders use the law
of large numbers by doing
tonnesof tradesto make alarge
enough sample size for the
probabilities to be realized.
Trying to time changes in an
investment portfolio is not go-
ing to produce a large enough
sample size for statistical
significance.

What | am saying, inlayman
terms, is simply this: timing is
generally pure dumb luck
when it comes to longer-term
investors.

That said, divergencein ma-
jor market indicators was one
of the most trusted indicators
of aturn around on the trading
floor | used to work on.

The Chinese market and NASADAQ went different directions recently.

Intraday we would see the
Russel, S& P and Dow all mak-
ing new highsfor the day while
suddenly the NASADAQ
would tank all on its own, for
example. This divergence
would have us scrambling to
exit or trim down positions.
Similarly, inthemidst of asell
off, al indices would be head-
ing down and then suddenly one
of them would make a big
bounce. This greatly increased
the odds that the others would
soon stop falling and would
greatly reduce the risk of mak-
ing aquick buck off the bounce.
Now, investors are not out to
make a quick buck over and
over again the way traders do.
| always say trading is a pro-
fession and you should not try
to make it a hobby. Hobbies
always end up costing you
money, and trading can be a

Photo: Bfishadow

devastating hobby for many.

| advise sticking to invest-
ing with solid companies or
asset managers, but that does
not mean we can’t use techni-
cal tools to guide us when we
hold equity assets and China
suddenly has aferocious crash.
It may just beablip, but | would
certainly usethe strength in the
NASADAQ to take some prof-
its and put them in the bank in
case it is the first signal of a
major turn.

David Mayes MBA resides in
Phuket and provides wealth
management  services to
expatriates around the globe,
focusing on UK pension transfers.
He can be reached at
david. m@faramond.com or 085-
335-8573. Faramond UK is
regulated by the FCA and provides
advice on pensions and taxation.

Cheap ail to further cut inflation target for 2015

AMID the continued decline in inflation for
seven consecutive months, the Commerce Min-
istry will revise down its annualized inflation
target to lower than 0.6-1.3 per cent — despite
the weakening baht — due to low oil prices.

“Whole-year inflation could be lower than
previously anticipated, as key factors, including
oil price, have been much lower than expected.
However, inflation should slightly increase in
the final quarter due to the high base year-on-
year last year, while the global oil price will
increase following high demand in the market,”
Somkiat Trairatpan, inspector-general at the
ministry, said on Monday.

Theministry reported that the Consumer Price
Index (CPl) continued weakening in July by 1.05
per cent year on year. Month-on-month infla-

tion was down by 0.07 per cent, the first con-
traction in six months due to lower oil price.
The CPI for the first seven months was 0.85 per
cent lower than in the same period last year.
Last month, core inflation — excluding vola-
tile fuel and food prices — remained at 0.94 per
cent year on year, but increased 0.10 per cent
month on month. Coreinflationin thefirst seven
months was 1.18 per cent year on year.
Although inflation had gone in reverse for six
months, the ministry denied that Thailand had
dipped into a deflationary phase. However, the
ministry admitted that consumer purchasing power
had been declining due to wesk confidence in the
economy. Major negativeinflation wasdue mainly
to plummeting oil prices and lower food price.
— The Nation
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Social

a Business Buzz

Simon Wetherell

IT DOESN’T matter where we
go today, we are surrounded by
social mediaand itsinfluences.
Tweet this, like that, share and
likethis.... Termswewerenot fa-
miliar with not that long ago are
now in common daily language.

Soisthisapassing fad or is
the social media craze here to
stay, and even more impor-
tantly, is this something we
need to embrace and master?Is
it even moreimportant to know
and understand if we own a
business or want to profit from
it successfully?

Just looking at some statis-
tics gives us the best clue.
Facebook had 100 million us-
ers in 2008 and now has over
1.6 billion. Twitter has over
240 million users. Instagram
has more than 200 million.
Thailand is the second largest
user of Line with around 40
million registered accounts.
YouTube has more than 1 bil-
lion unique monthly users!

All this has sprung up
quickly, and with the momen-
tum and stamina to suggest it
is the way of the future. Now
while some apps are more
popular than others, and new
ones will pop up, some surviv-
ing and some dying, the simple
reality is that social media is
definitely here to stay.

med|

la; afad

Are you keeping track of what social media platforms might just be fads? Photo: Geoff Linvingston

Now, from a business per-
spective what does this mean?

Put simply, you either have
social media or you are likely
to suffer a premature death.

| was trying to think of a
business that could survive or
did not need the benefit of so-
cial media, and thelist, if any,
would be very small. Aslong
as your competitors are using

social media, they are a step
ahead of you.

When it comes to Phuket,
where there are so many busi-
nesses all competing in the
same niches, like real estate,
accommodation and tourist
activities, al fighting for the
same dollar, having asuccess-
ful social media profile can
mean the difference in your

share of the pie, and possibly
even whether you will suc-
ceed or fail.

This column is going to ex-
plore the most common social
media platforms, and provide
the latest information on what
isworking, how they should be
used to maximize results, and
the pitfalls to look out for.
While peer recommendations

or forever

are great for business, poor re-
sults can be devastating and
need to be dealt with and turned
into a positive outcome.

Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn,
YouTube, Google+, Pinterest,
Instagram, Line and so on — dll
can have businessusagesthat can
benefit your existing business, or
even cresteanew incomestream
for you, and can achieve amaz-
ing results. The great thing about
these platformsisthat they area
whole lot easier to work with
than most people redlize.

I will leave you with this
thought —where el se could you
find over abillion potentia cus-
tomerswho you cantarget from
as little as a few cents per per-
son, and know enough about
them already to know they fit
into your perfect target market.
Next time we will explore how
to turn them into happy and
satisfied customers!

Want to know more? Attend
alive workshop.

Simon Wetherell is a social media
expert, best-selling author and
international speaker. He now
resides in Phuket where he trains
businesses and individuals on
how to profit from the use of social
media. For more information go to
http://PhuketOnlineMarketing.com
or call him on 095-085 3355.
Follow him on social media -
Twitter @SimonWetherell or
@PhuketMarketing Facebook:
SAWetherell

Tha crowd-funding likely to gart

CROWD-FUNDING is ex-
pected to kick off in Thailand
to help start-ups and very small
entrepreneurs access capital by
the end of thisyear, asatool to
help boost the economy and as
an alternative for investors.
Regulations for equity
crowd-funding, which isaplat-
form to help small companies
raise funds from people via so-
cial networks online, were
announced by the Securitiesand
Exchange Commission in May.
SaricaApiwatthakakul, direc-
tor of the intermediate licensing
and SME financing department
at the SEC, told reporters this
week that the department was
considering three or four enter-
prises as operators of equity
crowd-funding portals.
"Wewant to see crowd-fund-
ing happen by the end of this
year after the SEC has worked
on this matter for two years,”
she said, adding that more de-
tails would be announced later.
She said companies that
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Thailand could be a leader for crowd-funding in Asean. Image: Bizking2u

wanted to utilize equity crowd-
funding would be allowed to
raise funds not exceeding 20
million baht in the first year,
and after that not more than 40
million baht for their lifetime.
As this platform is highly
risky, Ms Sarica said that ini-
tialy theregulationswould limit
investors to 50,000 baht per
company and amaximum of 10
companies — for a combined
amount not exceeding 500,000
baht — at the same time.
Aekkasit Diewwanit, chief

executive officer and co-
founder of the Dreamaker
crowd-funding group, said the
company was ready to apply to
the SEC to be an equity crowd-
funding portal.

He said the company had
about 10 clients who wanted to
raise funds through the crowd-
funding platform, mostly inthe
healthcare, food, website, and
digital industries. The amount
of funds required ranged from
5 million to 15 million baht.

Mr Aekkasit said the com-

oy year-end |

pany would charge about 5 per
cent of total fundsif theamount
exceeded 10 million baht.

Jason Best, principal of
Crowdfund Capital Advisors,
who outlined the structure of
crowd-funding platformsfor the
US and is also an adviser for
crowd-funding in more than 30
countries, suggested that crowd-
funding would be an opportunity
for Thai entrepreneurs and good
for the country’s economy.

He added that Thailand
could be a leader for crowd-
funding in Asean.

Malaysiaaready has crowd-
funding regulations and has
licensed six portals, but there
have yet to be any successful
fund-raisings consummated.

In Ching, the funds raised by
crowd-funding this year are ex-
pected to reach US$6 billion
[210 hbillion baht], up from $3
billionlast year, even though that
country still lacksregulationsfor
this fund-raising technique, Mr
Best said. — The Nation
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This week’s eve
Zoom ahead with Toyota | Loads of fun at street festival

Toyota Pearl Phuket recently announced the 2015 Fast Fun Fest race to be held
on August 8 and 9 at Saphan Hin.

Revellers greatly enjoyed themselves at the seventh Kathu Culture Street Festival held
from July 30 to August 1. Kathu Mayor Chaianan Suttikul (left) and Culture Minister Vira
Rojpojchanarat opened the colorful event.

Attending the press conference for the greatly anticipated race were (from L-R) Phuket [ 5 :
Governor Nisit Jansomwong; Wiboonchai Na-Ranong, deputy managing director for Toyota Kathu Mayor Chaianan and his wife, Patong Deputy Mayor Banyong Kebsub, go through
Pearl; and Chaipat Na-Ranong, managing director for Toyota Pearl. Photo: Pacharawat Wasikarn the festival grounds in traditional dress and mode.

Join us for a Night to Remember ...
Thursday, 13 August 2015 6 p.m. onwards at Sizzle Restaurant

Exclusive Wine Dinner at Award Winning Restaurant at Avista Hideaway Resort & Spa - Phuket!
Executive Chef, Tim Westaway, has conjured up a superb 6-course menu paired with unique wine labels...
Callia 2010 | Kaiken 2011 | Kaiken 2012 | Killa 2011 | Errazuriz 2011 | Miquel Torres 2012

Price: THB 1,890++ per person (inclusive of Wines) or THB 1,490++ per person (Food only)

For more information or reservations, please contact us at +66 76 681 681
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nts in Paradise
Bodydam to get rocking for charity special day for tigrs;

Good music and fun galore will take place on August 22 when top Thai rock , 3 NTZ
band Bodyslam gets the beat going on the island with a charity performance g

organized by Laguna Phuket. Some of the funds raised will be given to

Phuket Punyanukul School.

N

Tiger Kingdom Phuket fittingly marked International Tiger Day on July 29. Among those
attending the celebration were (from L-R) Wynn Sinchai, general manager of Tiger Kingdom
Trakarn; Beer Saipoo, owner of Mintira Travel; and Siripol Yongyoothavichai, assistant

Hosting a media showcase for the upcoming concert and launching ticket sales at Central managing director of Tiger Kingdom Trakarn’s. Photo: The Guide Phuket

Fesitival Phuket are (from L-R) Ma-ann Samran, owner of Works.com (international) and

Cherng Talay OrBorTor president; Prapa Hemmin, director of sales-MICE and corporate

events for Laguna Phuket; and Napaporn Phromsorn, assistant director of Phuket BOd

Punyanukul School.

builders

show

their p :
stuff L & |

Beautiful bodies were on display at the ‘Body Fit Model Contest 2015’, which took place at

Limelight Avenue on Saturday August 2. Present for the competition were (from L-R) Panee

Koaysomboon, managing director of Limelight Management; Wilaiporn Wannaklang, former

world female body builder champion 2012; and Saksri Kerdphol, managing director of wine
A youth band performs during the press conference. distributor Chao Rawai.

LH READY PACKAGE

Full Furnished Quality Detached House

from Land and Houses

Receive special privileges

up to 350,000 B*
it &l

* Terms and conditions are designated by company

| B B @ LAND & HOUSES ¢ -615-
h PN 076-615-188

= 88 Land and Houses Hillside Phisket, Constrisction Start APR 2012 Expected Completon: JUN 2017, » B8 Land and Houses Koh kagw Phuket, Construchion Startt MAR 2013 Expectad Compietion; DEC 2015, » Inizxy Koh keaw Phisket, Constroction Starm AUG 2012 Expectad Complation: MAR 2018,




14 PHUKET GAZETTE

LIFE & STYLE

August 8 - 14, 2015

Boathouse pushes the boat out

By Baz Daniel

THAT much-misused word
‘iconic’ isactually totally ap-
propriate when applied to the
glorious Boathouse Boutique
Resort and its fabulous Wine
and Grill Restaurant over-
looking the sands of Kata
Beach.

The original Mom Tri’s
Boathouse was lovingly cre-
ated by His Majesty the
King's cousin no less, Mom
Luang Tridosyudh Devakul,
better known as ‘Mom Tri’,
renowned as Thailand’s
most famous architect and
designer.

In the late 1980s Mom Tri
showered his considerable re-
sources, design talents and
unparalleled good taste upon a
piece of stunning property he
owned right upon the soft
golden sands overlooking Kata
Bay.

He created the elegant
Boathouse Resort and its
equally elegant restaurant,
completing them in 1989 and
they became an immediate
‘hit” with the sophisticated set
that holidayed and owned
homes in Phuket and the
Andaman region.

The cognoscenti flocked to
the Boathouse not only for its
fabulous location and incom-
parable Mediterranean and
Thai cuisine, but for its huge

Chef Berger’s duck breast and goat cheese tart with fresh rocket from the French Gourmet special menu.

and comprehensive wine cel-
lar and even its musical, art
and literary eventsthat became
a trademark of this indeed
‘iconic’ property. Therich and
glamorous beat a path to
Boathouse's charming portals
including such luminaries as
Peter Ustinov, Prince Henrik
of Denmark and Rudolf
Nureyev.

In 2010 Boathouse was sold
to the Three Dolphins Group,

owner of the luxurious Trisara
Resort and villadevelopmentin
Phuket’s northwest.

The Group’'s Executive
Chairman Narong Pattamasaevi
said at that time, “Boathouse is
more than just a hotel on the
beach; it has inspired a loyal
following of visitorswho appre-
ciateitsfriendly, superb service,
gourmet food and one of the
best winecdllarsintheKingdom
of Thailand.”

Following extensiverenova-
tions, completed in 2012,
Boathouse was re-launched of -
fering a refreshing blend of its
original elegance with addi-
tional modern luxuries and
tropical flare.

In its latest burst of
pyrotechnical excitement,
Boathouse recently appointed
the experienced hospitality
professional Max Chin as its
new general manager and he

has hit the ground running in
every sense.

A spectacular promotion
that Boathouse ran throughout
July was their French gourmet
menu featuring a four-course
selection of contemporary
French cuisine ranging from a
savory duck breast and goat
cheesetart to aHokkaido scal-
lop and foie gras terrine, all
paired most elegantly with
wines from that quintessential
New Zealand vineyard - Sileni
Estates.

This menu was priced start-
ing at 1,800 baht per person for
food only and an additional
1,500 baht or morefor the won-
derful wine pairings.

The inaugural ‘What’s For
Lunch Chef?" event took
place on Friday, July 17 with
a happy throng of the highly
talkative Phuket in-crowd
seated at a long table sam-
pling the delights of Chef
Bryan Berger’s fresh cuisine
for that day. The concept is
that Bryan cooks whatever he
finds to be best and freshest
at the market that morning
and then it is served for lunch
with abundant wine and
plenty of friendly banter and
fun.

This lunch will be staged
every second and last Friday of
the month from August on-
wards and is priced at 1,500
baht or more per person.

August 8. The Lotus Experi-
ence Phuket

Arriving under the banner
‘The L otus Experience Phuket’,
30 magnificent carsof that awe-
some breed will graceour island
this weekend.

The cars, all from Malaysia,
will be ‘hanging out’ at Phuket
Airpark on Saturday starting at
about 12 noon. This is not a
formal exhibition but any car
enthusiast is more than wel-
come to come and have alook.

PGTV will befilming for the
‘Phuket Today’ show and the
drivers, led by famed Red Bull
stunt pilot Les Vorosmarthy,
will be on hand to answer any
guestions about their gleaming
machines.

Entry to the Airpark is free
of charge.

August 8. Wine L over’swine
tasting event

Please come and enjoy our
wine tasting event with live
music. Six glasses of wine,
Thai appetizers, mini sushi
and salad bar, fruit, desserts
and more for only 899 baht.

7pm to 9pm. Please call or
send email to reserve tickets.
Telephone: 098-713 2179.
info@winel oversphuket.com

August 7-14. Adventure Golf
Summer Package

Phuket Adventure Mini
Golf’s 18-hole course is fully
floodlit for twilight and night
golfing. All you can play day

WHAT’S ON

passes—Adults: 499 baht, chil-
dren (up to 11 years old): 299
baht. Includes one main dish
from our menu and a drink
from our selected drinks menu.

For more information visit
wwwphuketedventureminigolf.com

August 12. HM The Queen’s
Birthday

HM Queen Sirikit'sbirthday
isalso marked as Mother’s Day
in Thailand, with festivitiestak-
ing place throughout the
country. Keep checking the
Gazette for local celebrations.

September 5-6. Fourth
Bohemian Workshop

Phuket's very own Adriano
Trapani will be holding the
fourth edition of his ‘Bohe-
mian’ signature photography
workshop on September 5 and
6 at Banyan Tree Phuket,
co-hosted by Sony Ambassador
for the Philippines Manny
Librodo. For more information
and booking please contact
adriano.trapani @gmail.com or
call 084-844 9215.

October 23. Chulalongkorn
Memorial Day

Chulalongkorn Day com-
memorates the reign of Rama
V, who is best remembered for
introducing many progressive
reformsand for the abolition of
dlavery.

December 5. HM King
Bhumibol Adulyadej’s
Birthday

HM The King's birthday is
also marked as Father’sDay in
Thailand, with festivities
taking place throughout the
country.
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So much water, so litteto drink

Keep It Green
By Patrick Campbell

‘AND not adrop to drink’, be-
moan the parched and stricken
seaman drifting to oblivion on
awindless sea in Coleridge's
‘The Ancient Mariner’. Itisan
irony not lost on any of us that
though most of the earth’s sur-
face is covered by water, itis
largely salineand undrinkable.

Does this affect Thailand ?
WEell yes, it does. You would
hardly think so, since the coun-
try has 25 major river basins,
and an average annual rainfall
of 1,700 millimeters. Bangkok,
let it be known, was under wa-
ter some 500 years ago, and
boasted a cana system more
extensive than that of Venice.

Even so, the facts speak for
themselves.

The country’s central plain
possessesno largereservoirsand
isheavily reliant on dams. These
in turn reduce the flow along
those rivers which congtitute the
main source of running water.
Agricultureisathirsty business:
in Thailand , the sector takes up
a massive 70 per cent of the

Unlike other crops, rice needs abundant water through most of its growing cycle. Photo Mlchael Coghlan

nation’s total water supply.

In North America, the vast
prairies are devoted to the culti-
vation of wheat, a crop which
requiresrelatively littlemoisture
once past the green shoot stage.
The picture is totally different
in Thailand, where the staple
crop isrice and rice needs abun-
dant water through most of its
growing cycle.

Although much of the crop,
9.2 million hectaresintotal, has
been traditionally dependent on
the monsoon rains, more and
more paddies are now reliant on

Opposition building for

Communal For&et b|II

PMove fear the bill will dismantle communities. Photo: The Nation

THE People's Movement for a
Just Society (PMove) has pro-
tested the proposed Communal
Forest bill, saying it would ren-
der forest communities impo-
tent by handing the government
complete control of forest man-
agement and result in the com-
munities being dismantled.

PMove protesters, led by
Northern Region Farmer Union
President Direk Khongnguen,
gathered outside Government
House on Monday.

The bill is being considered
in the second reading by the
National Reform Council.

Mr Direk said the bill would
let the state have an iron grip
on forest management by al-

lowing only relevant agencies
to handle management.

“This is a violation of com-
munal rights, which has been
protected under the 1997 Con-
stitution up until the current
interim constitution, and it will
separate the peoplefromthefor-
est, asthebill seesthe peoplein
theforest asencroachersand not
caretakers,” Mr Direk said.

“Therefore, we demand that
the NRC abort the consider-
ation and take the bill out
immediately.”

The bill was presented the
NRC'sland and forest subcom-
mittee under the committee on
natural resources and environ-
ment reform.  — The Nation

expensive and updated irriga-
tion technology, afact which has
not only led to the decline of the
small peasant farmer, but has
resulted inthelarge-scalediver-
sion and consumption of water
from outside sources.

True, the so-called green
revol ution hasincreased produc-
tion and the possibility of
growing three crops a year, but
it has generated its own massive
problems. Thereisnow 40 to 60
per cent lesswater for other uses,
waterlogged areas and heavier
usage of pesticides and herbi-

cideswhich has led to the pollu-
tion of streams, rivers and the
contamination of ground water
systems. These initiatives have
adsoledtothelossof biodiversity,
adecreasein traditiona rice var
rieties and farming methods and
reduced resistance of some spe-
cies to diseese.

Indeed, if you think

Thailand’s problems are
unique, think again. Take the
‘golden state” of California. It
is one of the richest and most
fertile places on Earth with
almost eight million acres un-
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der cultivation, which should
truly make it the fruit basket of
an entire nation.

Just as parts of Northern
Thailand are becoming an arti-
ficial agricultural heartland, so
too is Cdifornia, where 80 per
cent of the water used in culti-
vation does not arrive naturally
in the form of rain, but is di-
verted from rivers, or pumped
from aquifers or groundwater
reserves. Now even California
is having to cut down on its
hectares of fruit and vegetables.

At the end of the day, you
can manipulate Mother Nature,
but you can never ignore her.

Dr Patrick Campbell has written
more than 300 gardening
columns the Gazette. In the
newspaper's revised format, he
will - still contribute one monthly
piece on gardening and another
on environmental issues.

If you have a question or a garden
that you would like to see
featured, email Patrick at
drpaccampbell@gmail.com.
Many of Patrick's past articles
and his academic and creative
publications can be accessed at
patrickaccampbell. wordpress.com.

(Tel. 076-210624)

Phuket Gazette



16 PHUKET GAZETTE

LIFE & STYLE

August 8 - 14, 2015

Tonnes of trash Killing future

|sland marine tourlsm mdustry not |mmune to effects

On Deck

@ By Duncan Worthington

THE *crystal clear, ‘aguablue’
sea off Phuket is a significant
part of the island’s tourism of -
fering and attracts many visi-
torsto thisfair isle.

Those iconic sea, island and
beach snorkelling images from
Tourism Authority of Thailand
[TAT] campaigns have been
around the world more times
than an inter-continental jet.

Today’s reality, however, is
somewhat differ-
ent because the
sea heeds our
help. We derive
benefit from it
but rarely invest
in its upkeep and
now the oceans
around the world
suffer from a
huge trash problem.

Eight milliontonnes of plas-
ticwasdumped into theworld's
oceans from coastal communi-
ties in 2010 alone, and that
figure is expected to increase
tenfold in the next decade, ac-
cording to a study by a group
of scientists, published in Sci-
ence earlier this year.

Phuket is not immuneto this
problem and while its waters
appear clean, the volume of
flotsam, jetsam and trash onthe
seabed is undoubtedly grow-
ing. Thisis easy to see on any
day trip from Phuket, even
while swimming off Phuket's
coast or a nearby island.

We have al read about the
damage to marine life caused

k Eight million tonnes
of plastic was
dumped into the
world’s oceans from
coastal communities
in 2010 alone.

by thistrash and have also seen
gruesome images of seals or
turtles being strangled by plas-
tic. We have seen images of
marine animals that have
choked on plastic bags and yet
we do nothing.

Simply put, trashin Phuket's
waters means the death of
Phuket’s tourism industry.
Sounds a little over the top?
Not at al. The aforementioned
study looks at theworst offend-
ers and of the Top 10
worst-offending countries in
the world, eight are in Asia.
Something you
will not find in
any TAT bro-
chure is that
Thailand is
among this Top

Much of the
surface waste
you can see off
Phuket is everyday trash: food
packaging, styrofoam boxes,
plastic bags, plastic bottles. The
kind of products that easily
float many miles and are used
regularly on boat tours.

Itistimeto put astop tothis.
It is time standards were set,
and those standards set high
and then enforced.

Oceantrashisnooneperson’s
fault, but a collective responsi-
bility that requires ajoint effort
to fix. Trash from elsewhere can
float into Phuket's waters, the
same as trash that is dropped
overboard here can makeitsway
to other aress.

The Cambodian-flagged
cargo ship Snaran Andaman,
which recently crashed onto

INTERTWINED: Marine trash can do more than kill wildlife, it can k|II the tourism industry. Photo NOAA

the rocks and sank off Coral
Island is a ecological tragedy
for Phuket, the proportions of
which have yet to be discov-
ered. The most immediate and
obvious environmental im-
pact isthe trash on thewater’s
surface.

Quoted in a recent Gazette
report, Department of Marine
and Coastal Resources
[DMCR] Phuket office Chief
Thanet Munnoy said, “We have
already found some items
washing up on Phuket and
some on Koh Lanta. Thisis a

big deal. We will need the help
of the Phuket Marine Office to
collect all the waste.”

When recently visiting the
spot where the cargo ship went
down while the salvage opera-
tion was still underway you
could see plastic food packag-
ing floating on the surface all
across Chalong Bay to Lone
Island .

How will that be cleaned
up? | doubt the majority will.
Currents will disperse and
move the trash elsewhere and
‘what we don’t see, won't hurt

us will take over.

It'snot good enough. A joint
approach to cleaning up the
seasisneeded. Phuket deserves
better.

Duncan Worthington is a long time
Phuket resident and through
Infinity Communications
[www.infinity-comms.com]
consults to leading consumer
brands, hospitality and marine
clients in Thailand. In his ‘spare
time’ he runs the marine portal
www.MarineScene.asia.
#OnDeckPhuket

Fleming 58 In Derani Yachts portfolio

DERANI Yachts was ap-
pointed as the new sales and
service representative for
Fleming Yachts in April, cov-
ering Thailand, Malaysia and
Singapore.

Located in the Phuket Boat
Lagoon, Derani Yachtsprovides
a full range of services includ-
ing new boat sales, brokerage,
service, yacht delivery, commis-
sioning and management.

“Derani Yachts has a very
loyd clientelewith many repeat
customers.This patronage
comes from trusting relation-
ships, where customer’s needs
and interests are emphasized
and attended to,” said Hakan

The FIemlng 58 won ‘Best Passagemaker in the 50-59 foot class in 2014 Photo: Billy Black

Lange, yacht broker and owner and 78. These semi-displace- boating journalists and yachting

of Derani Yachts.
Fleming Yachts offers four
models. the Fleming 55, 58, 65

ment, raised-pilothouse motor
yachts are considered to be‘ The
Ultimate Cruising Yachts' by

enthusi agtsthroughout theworld.
TheFleming 58 was awarded
‘Best Passagemaker in 50-59 ft

class at the 2014 AIM Marine
Group Editor’s Choice event at
the Fort Lauderdale Boat Show
on October 31.

The winners of the awards
were chosen with the intent of
selecting examples of ‘true
ground-breaking innovation
that are well executed.’

Fleming believes that the
award validates their decisoin to
use the 2014 downturn as an op-
portunity to develop an entirely
new design, based onthe Fleming
tradition, intended to fill the gap
between thelegendary 55 and the
newer, but equally successful,
Fleming 65.

— |saac Stone Simonelli
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Reapolitik defines relationship

On Your Mind

By Patrick Mattimore

WEBSTER'’S dictionary de-
fines reapolitik as a system of
politics based on a country’s
situation and its needs rather
than on ideas about what ismor-
ally right and wrong. No doubt
US government officials would
deny that realpolitik defines
American policies, but it ishard
to see any clear mora impera-
tivewith regard to that country’s
relationship with Thailand.

Themora face the US shines
on Thailand, urging for example,
that the Thais take steps to end
human trafficking and restore
democrétic rule, is two-faced.

On the one hand, the US in-
sists that the current Thai
government act expeditiously
to reinstitute democratic tradi-
tions here, while on the other,
US government encroaches
more and more into thelives of
private American citizens, sur-
veilling those lives as the
government sees fit.

As Edward J Snowden, a
former Central Intelligence
Agency officer and National
Security Agency contractor
revealed, the US government
pressured some of theworld’s
most popular online services
to partner in mass domestic
and international surveillance

The US insists that the Thai government act promptly to reinstitute democratic traditions. Photo: Cliff

The American government
narrative about concern for the
humane and ethical treatment
of all peoplefliesin the face of
the torture of prisoners at
Guantanamo Bay.

In spinning one domestic or-
ganization to do its will, for
example, the USgovernment en-
listed the American

(APA) tohepwithitsdirty work.
InanApril 30 report in The New
York Times, James Risen wrote
that the APA, ‘secretly collabo-
rated with the administration of
President GeorgeW Bushto bol-
ster a legal and ethical
justification for the torture of
prisoners’.

Inabook published last year,

and Endless War (Houghton
Mifflin, October 14, 2014),
Risen uncovered numerous
documents implicating key
psychologists in torture.
American government offi-
cias exported that torture too.
The Washington Post re-
ported in 2005 that the CIA was
holding suspectsin secret pris-

which was Thailand. Thai au-
thorities have denied that the
country ever hosted a secret
CIA prison, but the agency con-
firmed in 2009 the existence of
thefacility in Thailand and that
it had destroyed 92 taped inter-
views with detainees at
‘Detention Site Green’, the
name given to the Thai prison.

In 2006, President Bush ac-
knowledged that the US had
imprisoned individualsin other
countries, but insisted that they
were ‘treated with the human-
ity that they denied others'.
Bush said the interrogation
techniques used through the
program were tough, but did
not constitute torture.

In 2014, a US Senate Select
Committee on Intelligence dis-
agreed, finding that CIA
detainees were tortured and that
the ‘conditions of confinement
and the use of authorized and
unauthorized interrogation and
conditioning techniques were
cruel, inhuman, and degrading’ .

The US often usesitsposition
as world leader to preach from
the bully pulpit about how other
countries, such as Thailand,
should handle their own affairs.
Generally, thepreaching israther
benign. That changed, however,
when the US went from the pul-
pit to just plain being a bully,
insgting Thailand alow the US
within its borders to torture
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Penan

By Simon J Hand

PENANG and Phuket share
many historical and cultural
similarities and recent similar
eventsintheir property markets
show that the sister islands still
have much in common

Onarecent trip there, courtesy
of Firefly Airlines, to join
Penang's heritage celebrations, |
was introduced to a small Thai
enclave in the northern quarter
of Georgetown, not far from the
Royal Thai Consulate, afavorite
of many Phuket visa runners.

The five-acre (about 13 rai)
sitewasgifted to Penang’' s Thai
and Burmese community by
Queen Victoriain 1845 to help
foster trade between Penang
and Siam, asit wasthen known.
Thegift, presented on behalf of
the British Queen by the East
IndiaCompany’sWL Butterworth,
was made in perpetuity, alowing
thissmdl Tha enclave to remain
in Penang forever.

And so they did, for more
than six generations.

Alarge part of that five acres
is taken up by the impressive
Wat Chayamangkalaram,
which is a stop-off for many
Thai Buddhists visiting the is-
land. Around the temple has
grown a hodge-podge of fam-
ily homes, many in the
vernacular of the island's Chi-
nese heritage, but others just
modest Thai homes you could
easily expect to run acrossright
here in Phuket.

It is here that one of the old-
est practitioners of Thai
Menora dancing resides, the
93-year-old Noo Wan. How-
ever, heand hisfamily may not
be able to stay in the village
much longer.

About 15 years back, Queen
Victoria's gift was being
managed by a group of
‘unscrupulous’ trustees. Some-
how, through the sort of
under-the-table shenanigans
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Phuket: idands of irony

The roughly 13 rai site was gifted to Penang’s Thai and Burmese community by Queen Victoria in 1845. Photo: Simon J Hand

you might better expect on our
own island, they had the title
for alarge part of theland ‘re-
assigned’ and promptly sold it
off to developers.

The developers stayed quiet
for many years, possibly hop-
ing for the dust of agesto bury
the misdeeds. But then, a
couple of years back, they an-
nounced plans to build a big
hotel across one acre of the
Thai village, sending eviction
noticesto the residents, includ-
ing poor Noo Wan.

By now, regular readers of
the Gazette will have caught on
to the correlation with an ongo-
ing story from beautiful Phuket.
Rawai’s M oken sea gypsy com-
munity faces a similar threat

from property developers who
claim they have alega right to
lands that the Moken have in-
habited for generations.

While no royally mandated
gift validates the Moken’s le-
gitimacy to their land, DSI's
investigation did reveal that
their ancestors inhabited the
land long before titles were is-
sued. Regardless of this, bully
boys working for the develop-
ers are still trying to drive out
the Moken villagers with
threats of violence.

Queen Victoria'sgrant to the
Thais of Penang has not helped
those villagers much either, as
the developers claim that the
land was acquired legally and
thereforethey havealegal right

to destroy this community and
build yet another mega-hotel on
the site.

In both cases, itisnow down
to the courts to decide the out-
come.

Penang, however, has a vi-
brant community dedicated to
cultura preservation, and those
that drive it are hoping that they
can save the ramshackle Thai
village by pushing the govern-
ment to declare it a site of
historical significance, not for its
built heritage, which is, frankly,
not much worth saving, but for
its living heritage, such as Noo
Wan. Then it would not matter
who owned the Site, because the
only form of development al-
lowed would be to the benefit of

its cultural significance.

There is by no means any
guarantee that such a ruling
could be brought to save the
Thai village of Penang, but it
is a very good idea that might
just work right here in Phuket
to save Rawai’'s Moken com-
munity — let the developers
have the land, just don't let
them change anything that
would be adetriment to theliv-
ing history of Phuket.

With the government high
on the idea of applying for
UNESCO World Heritage ac-
creditation for the Andaman
coast, this would be a positive
step toward proving that such
conservation is possible in
Thailand.

Wealthy Thais supporting developersin dow economy

THAI property developers are raising
record funds in the domestic bond mar-
ket to finance high-end residential
projectsin astumbling economy that ap-
pears to have hurt all but the affluent.

Developers issued 54.2 billion baht
[US$1.55 hillion] of bonds in the first
half of this year — a record for a six-
month period and equal to 74 per cent
of the debt sold by developers for the
whole of 2014, according to the Thai
Bond Market Association.

Raising funds from the debt market

ismuch cheaper than bank loans despite
thetwo cutsin the central bank’s policy
rate so far thisyear. A sluggish economy
has turned banks cautious about |end-
ing. Prime lending rates are at least 6.5
per cent, compared with the 3.31 per
cent coupon on five-year bonds issued
thisyear by Land & Houses, Thailand's
largest home builder. Real estate devel-
opers are also loath to raise fundsin a
weak stock market.

But wealthy Thais seem to be unper-
turbed by the economic woes, playing

the role of white knight in an uncertain
property market. Their purchases in
Bangkok have gravitated toward devel-
opments near future transport nodes and
hubs. Skytrain operator BTS Group and
developer Sansiri said this month they
would jointly develop 25 condominium
projects worth 100 billion baht along
masstransit linesover thenext fiveyears.

In Greater Bangkok, thevalue of new
housing projects rose 64 per cent in
January-to-Juneto 227 billion baht from
ayear earlier, and is expected to climb

to 449 billion baht for the full 2015, ac-
cording to the Agency for Real Estate
Affairs. The agency expects the market
value of new premium unitsto surge 281
per cent thisyear, versus zero growth for
cheaper units.

"We have aso switched to the high-
end market,” said KessaraThanya akpark,
director of Thai property firm Sena De-
velopment. “ Others probably think the
same, as household debt is quite a prob-
lem for the lower segment of the market,”
she said. — The Nation
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Not all doom and gloom on Phuket

=

By The Book

Kevin Hodges

w

PEOPLE who spend time in
Phuket or reside here will
surely have heard expats grum-
bling about the island's prop-
erty market.

Of course there are some
nagging issues: there is a lack
of easily accessibleinformation
for buyers, similarly and most
certainly a lack of regulation
and there is no Multiple List-
ing Service [MLS].

However while the market
here is alittle soft with the re-
sale and secondary side yet to
get into full swing, we believe
itisnot all doom and gloom be-
cause it does have a bright
future ahead with many
strengths already in place and
many more opportunitiesonthe
horizon.

Moreover property pricesin
Phuket have been very stable
mainly because nearly all for-
eigners are cash buyers asit is
impossible for them to obtain a
mortgage in this country. This
greatly reduces the amount of
debt in the market.

A large segment of foreign-

Despite what you hear, there are still many development opportunities in Phuket Photo: Gunther Hagleitner

owned property is made up of
retirees and these buyers will
not slash prices to sell because
the property is part of their re-
tirement plan. They will instead
wait for the market to recover.
The upshot of this is more
stable pricing than in other
property markets.

An improved lifestyle of-
fered by living in Phuket is a
major attraction for many
expats. The weather, Thai cul-
ture, Tha and international
cuisine, beaches, established
expat community and sporting

activities are some of the main
advantages of living in Phuket.

Tourism in Phuket has been
booming for a while now with
tourist numbers growing year
upon year. Thisis supported by
a first class hotel industry
which provides huge economic
benefits for Phuket and with
more luxury hotel brands com-
ing onlinetheindustry looks set
to prosper well into the future.

For those looking to pur-
chase or develop property here
in Phuket ,or other related busi-
nesses there are many

opportunities.

There are also good value
resale options with Siam Real
Estate's Residential Market
Report pointing out that resale
propertiesin Phuket are on av-
erage priced lower than new
properties. This provides op-
portunities for above average
return on investment through
rental returnsand capital gains.
New off-plan condo and villa
developments also offer inter-
esting deals to those who buy
early.

Despitewhat you might hear

Phuket is not yet over devel-
oped and there is continuing
market demand for new prop-
erty developments.

Phuket already hasawell-es-
tablished and successful marine
industry and, with support from
the government , aims to keep
expanding. Much publicized re-
cently was Phuket’s plans to
attract more superyachts to the
isand’s marinas.

As with any business and
investment there are always
threatsthat could derail the best
laid plans. It is nearly impos-
sible to predict the next black
swan event even though in
hindsight some will say 'l told
you so.'

Having analyzed the market
we believe that the strengths
and opportunities Phuket offers
far outweigh the weaknesses
and potential threats. Although
the market is currently soft ,we
expect this to be nothing more
than the usual economic trend
which affect property markets
all over the world. Phuket's
brightest days lie ahead of us.

For more information, contact
Kevin Hodges by calling
076-324042 or by emailing:

laGuna

PHUKET RENTALS

inel N”

Experienced

*_iB¥operty Management
and Rental Services

Property types ranging from
Apartments, Townhomes to Pool Villas
Short to long term rentals from THB 9K / week

__;;g" ANGSANA
“ » RESIDENCES

¢ 2 bedroom hotel managed condominiums

e Complimentary owners use up to 60 days
per year

* Owner privileges and discounts through
Sanctuary Club

* Membership to Laguna Phuket Golf Club

Price from THB 17 MB

* Luxury 2 bedroom serviced apartments

* Managed by Banyan Tree

« | ifestyle benefits with investment returns

* Owner privileges and discounts through
Sanctuary Club

Price from THB 21 MB

¢ 4 bedroom private pool villas

¢ Lagoon and golf course view

* Owner privileges and discounts through
Sanctuary Club

* Membership to Laguna Phuket Golf Club

Price from THB 27 MB

kevin@siamrealestate.com.

More options available, please contact us for more information.
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BEST VIEW AND AREA 3 RAIIN PATONG
2-STOREY IN PATONG For sale. Near Simon Cabaret. PHANG NGA 14 RAI LAGUNAVILLA
SINGLE HOUSE Condo for sale: Enviromentis  Chanote title. Ideal for hotels and ) CHANOTE ) ONLY 26MB
FOR SALE very quiet, lovely houses, notraf-  condos. Contact John. Tel: 089- | Situated in the beautiful :

Lam Rue Valley and Na-
tional Park, Phang Nga.
Price: 3.5 million baht. Tel:
081-924 1760 (English &
Thai). Email: senna@cs
coms.com, www.abovephu
ket.com/clients/0432Expat
_Land_&_Law/html5/0432
New.html

fic, cul-de-sac and a lots of 724 1505.
greenary, enjoy walking, 5 min-
utes drive to central Patong,
73sgm, 4 years built. So far no
one has lived in this condo. All
new interior. Very low manage-
ment fee, just 8.5 million baht.
Freehold. Tel: 081-107 4036.
Email: phuket0007 @ gmail.com
See more photos and info on our

1 RAI - 180° OCEAN VIEW
YAMU HILL

1 rai, 180° ocean view. 24hr se-

curity, water & electricity supply.

Free hold. 5.5 million baht. Tel:

084-625 5090 (English). Email:

yamu.hills.sunrise @ gmail.com

Greatly reduced for quick
sale, this four-bedroom

Burasiri Village. Koh Kaew.

Next to BIS. 3 bedrooms
(master bedroom with en-
suite and walk-in closet), 3
bathrooms. Fully furnished,
4 aircons, kitchen with se-
parate pantry. Parking for 2
cars. Communal swimming
pool, garden and fitness.

For sale: 6.6 million baht or
sell down payment: 400,000
baht. Long-term rent:45,000
baht monthly, 520,000 baht
yearly.

Tel: 089-840 5290 (Thai),
094-579 5666 (Thai/ Eng.)

PATONG BEST VALUE
FORBAHT
Stunning property in Patong.
Great for private usage and good
for investment! 15% ROI pos-
sible. Extremely Interesting! Of-
fered at bargain price for 66,667
baht a square meter. Chanote
land and foreign freehold stone
building. 5 bedrooms, 4 bath-
rooms. Private pool. Top location
in the best area of Patong city,
Baan Suan Kam Nan at the
south side of Patong bay. Close
to the Amari Hotel. Finance avail-
able for serious buyer. Call
Edwin. Tel: 086-786 6350 (En-
glish & Thai). Email: Edwinvan
demosselaar@hotmail.com
www.bahtsold.com/view/patong-
blue-point-best-value-for-bahts-

216506

2-BEDROOM HOUSE
CHALONG
Leafy, aircon, secure, recently
painted, partly furnished, 152
sqm / 64sgm house. 2.3 million
baht. Tel: +61- 0433-366 121
(English), 076-296189 (Thai).
Email: nikpotter@web.de

website at http://phuket0007.
wix.com/sale-property-phuket

BEAUTIFUL POOL
VILLARAWAI

Beautiful 4-bedroom & 4-

bathroom pool villa on
800sgm land plot in Rawai/
Nai Harn area. Enclosed liv-
ing area of 260sgm. Pool is
75sqgm in lush tropical gar-
den. Asking 12.75 million
baht. Tel: 087-267 1282 (En-
glish). Email: davidrosa
mond @ outlook.com

TOWNHOUSE
SUPALAICITY HILL

For sale (2.8 million baht) or
rent (12,000 baht/month) in
Supalai City Hill Estate,
Phuket Town. 3 bedrooms,
2 bathrooms, quiet, conve-
nient location, furnished, full
kitchen, decor, garden, car
park, 2 aircons. Available
from May 2015. Tel: 089-874
0061, 086-291 4115. Email:
stephenfein@gmail.com

KHAO LAK GUESTHOUSE
FORSALE

14 rooms, fully equipped. 3
storeys. 10 x 30m ground floor
can make restaurant and bar,
close to highway, opposite Khao
Lak Laguna Resort. Near beach.
Tel: 076-485118, 081-894 1030
(English & Thai). Email: pra
sert3112@hotmail.com

NDO FOR SALE

Royal place condo, 3fl at the corner with swimming
pool view, 45sgm. Fully furnished.

Pls contact 086-4769612 | annanoil @hotmail.com

luxury Laguna Outrigger
Villa is at the lowest price
on the market and a great
home or rental investment.
Tel: 080-694 7887 (English).
Email: james.harris@zavan
nagroup.com, www.laguna
phukethouseforsale.com

5-BED VILLA
AT BOAT LAGOON

Beautiful 5-bedroom villa
plus maids’ quarters in top
condition with a total area of
approximately 1,200sgm.
Waterfront and an indoor
area of approximately 550
sgm. The house is fully fur-
nished and has high-quality
equipment. Perfect for fami-
lies with kids. Must see con-
dition. Only 28 million baht.
For more information, please
call 081-891 6143, 081-956
5576. Email: norbertfun@
hotmail.com

GENERAL CLASSIFIEDS
| BUSINESS PRODUCTS & SERVICES.

BULLETINS

Alcoholice
Anonvmous

If you want to drink
that is your business

IOV
I0IS1011

HIAIASONTS

Patong, Phuket Town,
Chalong, Surin, Karon

081-895 4763
084-307 7408

Email: phuketaa@yahoo.com
Google  AAPhuket

BUSINESS PRODUCTS & SERVICES

ittle Einstein .

| Preschool and (Childcate: Center.

We are one of the newest child education facilities in Chalong, Phuket.
Cur lessons are conducted in both Thal and English, based on the
Singapore thematic systermn. We offer fun and stimulating preschool

activities, surrounded in a happy, safe environment.
Playgroup 1 - 18 months old up to 2 years old
Playgroup 2 - 2 years old up fo 3 years old
Nursery - 3 years old up to 4 years old
Kindergarten 1 - 4 years old up to 5 years old
Kindergarten 2 - 5 years old up to leaving for primary school

9/11 Choofa Ecst Road, Phuket. Tel: 096-873 9372 (English), 093-257 0557 (Thal),
Email: einsteniané8@yahoo.com wwwiliffleeinsiein.webzmp.com

LEGAL SERVICES

Litigation, legal consulting and
court interpreter. Tel: 089-873
6533. Fax: 076-273399. Email:
phuketinterpreter @gmail.com

PLUMBING DOCTOR

We refix all plumbling issues.
Contact Sumet. Facebook:
Sumet Boonlorm. Tel: 081-396
5050 (English & Thai). Email:
sumetphuket@ gmail.com

SOFTWARE
DEVELOPMENT

Web and desktop develop-
ment offered by experi-
enced Scandinavian devel-
oper. Magento, Drupal,
Wordpress, PHP, Java,
C++/Qt. Phuket based. Tel:
085-073 9994. Email: jan.
faroe @ gmail.com, http://
faroesoftware.com
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PROPERTY FOR RENT

OFFICE FOR RENT
IN OLD TOWN
Newly refurbished on Yaowarat
Road with a beautiful courtyard.
Tel: 089-651 1064 (English &
Thai). Email: tnisagorn @ gmail.
com

ACCOMMODATION

AVAILABLE

7,000 BAHT / MONTH
Attached house, 2 bedrooms,
big garden on sea canal, near
Boat Lagoon. Contact Mee. Tel:
081-892 4311.

HOUSE FOR RENT

Fully furnished, 3-bedroom
house with wifi. Special rate for
long-term rent: 12,000 baht a
month. Tel: 093-754 3311, 084-
754 3311 (English & Thai), 080-
521 9888 (English & Thai).
Email: sornin_s@yahoo.com

PATONG LUXURY APT.
Paradise Hotel Complex, 150m
to beach, 1 large bedroom, kit-
chen, light, airy. Tel: 086-276 76
08.

Royal Place condo, Phuket City, bypass road,
opposite Tesco Lotus, 37 Sqm, 2 fl. Studio room,

fully furnished.

4-BED POOL VILLA

NEARBIS
Set in a peaceful golf estate, a
lovely 5-minute drive to BIS, this
luxury villa has plenty of space
for family living. Only 70,000
baht per month. Tel: +65-098-
535 538. Email: ianawal@ya
hoo.com

2-BED & 1-BED

GOLF & LAKE VIEW
Kathu. For rent on top of private
hill overlooking Loch Palm golf
course. Big pool, 4km to BIS /
Headstart Intl. School, security,
quiet, fully furnished, maid. Long
term: 35,000 & 30,000 baht per
month. Tel: 087-269 8492.

CHALONG AREA HOUSE
1-3 bedrooms. Quiet area. Fully
furnished. Tel: 081-892 4311.
Visit websit at http://palaigreen.
weebly.com

LUXURY APARTMENT
PATONG

Patong Tower and Phuket Pal-
ace condo. For more pictures
and price, please call John or
email. Tel: 081-080 8831 (En-
glish & Thai). Email: johnpatong
@gmail.com

THAIVILLA & POOL
NAIHARN
2-bedroom villa in Soi Naya,
37,500 baht/month, long term.
For more information, please
call 083-396 4007. Email: mer
vyn.crocker@yahoo.com, http:
/Isites.google.com/site/mervyn

crocker/home

1-BED SEAVIEW

@ COCONUT ISLAND
Large terrace, 50sgm split level
studio, fully furnished, aircon,
330sgm garden, 100m to beach.
Long-term rent: 18,500 baht per
month. Please call 089-873
6533. Email: phuketinterpreter@
gmail.com

KATA BEACH - FOR RENT
Nice, 1 bedroom, kitchen, WiFi,
aircon, spa. 500 baht per day.
Tel: 086-595 8512, 081-970
4638. Email: nalumana2000 @
yahoo.com

TOWNHOUSE
SUPALAICITY HILL

For sale (2.8 million baht) or
rent (12,000 baht/month) in
Supalai City Hill Estate,
Phuket Town. 3 bedrooms,
2 bathrooms, quiet, conve-
nient location, furnished, full
kitchen, decor, garden, car
park, 2 aircons. Available
from May 2015. Tel: 089-874
0061, 086-291 4115. Email:
stephenfein@gmail.com

RECRUITMENT

Zeavola VACANT POSITIONS

Step baclk 1o simplicity

Zeavola Resort Phi Phi Island SLH member

The Zeavola is the only five-star resort on Phi Phi Island and is highly successful. In order to improve our performance further,
the Zeavola Family is seeking applications from dynamic and talented individuals who share our passion for providing excellent
customer service. You should be highly motivated, confident and enthusiastic about assisting the team to reach new levels of

service quality and financial success.

Vacant island-based positions

m Food & Beverage Manager or Executive Chef in charge of F&B
(expats will be considered)

m Reservation Manager

m Resort Host Supervisor

m Sous Chef
m Bar Supervisor

m Demi Chef de Partie (bakery)

m Spa Supervisor

m Dive Manager / Activity Manager

Profile:

At least a vocational certificate or Bachelor's degree
At least 3-5 years experience in the field
Strong result oriented, people management and leadership skills
Strong English communication skills and computer skills

Strong analytical and problem solving skills and execution of work

Fringe Benefits:

Good salary + sharing service charge
Group insurance, social security, workmen’'s compensation

Duty meals in the staff canteen / Officer check at hotel restaurant as per position category
Private dress / uniform laundry
Transportation from/to Phuket / Krabi — Resort for round trip by ferry
Accommodation as per your position at resort

Thai nationals and foreign applicants will be considered. Please send your CV to hr@zeavola.com
preecha@zeavola.com or call Khun Supattra Petnikom and Khun Preecha Onkong at 075-627000

for an appointment.

Human Resources Department

Resort: 11 Moo 8 Laem Tong, Koh Phi Phi, Ao Nang, Muang, Krabi 81000 Thailand
Tel. 075-627000 ext. 1400 or 1401 and Fax. 075-627025

NATIVE ENGLISH
TEACHER
International school in Cha-
long needs a female teacher
with outgoing personality for
nursery and K-1 class of 10 to
15 children, ages 1.5 to 4 years.
Monday - Friday 8am - 4pm.
Work permit available. Tel: 080-
624 7060 (English). Email:

buds.span@yahoo.com

PROPERTY LISTING

Siam Real Estate is looking
for a new, part-time member
to take property listings and
photos around Phuket.
Must have own transport.
Good commision. Tel: 076-
288908. Email: jobs@siam
realestate.com

Phuket Gazette

and should have:

The Phuket Gazette seeks to fill the following position:

CLASSIEIEDSTADMINISTRATIONI2/POSITI

Qualified candidates will be:

» Thai national, aged 22 years up

» Service-minded with an outgoing personality

» Able to work well with large numbers of
advertisers, both foreign and Thai

» A Bachelor’'s Degree from a recognized university

» A good sense of organization and respect for details

» Knowledge of basic office software, InDesign and
PageMaker would be a plus.

Qualified candidates are invited to send a CV to
Diao @PhuketGazette.Net

The Phuket Gazette Co Ltd
79/94 Moo 4, Thepkrasattri Rd, Koh Kaew
A. Muang, Phuket 83000
Tel: 076-273555, ext 207 Fax: 076-615240
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GENERAL AVIATION WHEELS & MOTORS

1999 ROBIN 2160i

Selling Robin aircraft or trade
it for a 4-seat Cessna or
Piper (based in Hua Hin).
The Robin: TT AF 300hrs.
SMOH 60hrs. Well-equip-
ped, two-seat aerobatic air-
craft. Has the Christen in-
verted oil system. King
KMA24 audio panel, KX155
nav/com, KI203 vor, KY197A
comm, KN64A dme, KR87
adf, KT76A transponder, CS
PA400 i-com, FP5 fuel com-
puter, CHT, OAT, Pitot heat.
4 million baht. Email: thos_
w @ hotmail.com

AIRPLAY ALTIS
MICROLIGHT
Superb trike with Konig radial en-
gine. Great economical fun. Little
used. For more information,
please call 089-111 6457, 081-
397 7598. Email: kajoda1954

@yahoo.co.uk

YOUR HELICOPTER

Flying and owning your own
helicopter has just become
possible. Free complete
flight instruction course with
your purchase. For more de-
tails, please send email to

pat@aeropromgr.com

=

S T —

‘See Phuket from abbvé
Book a trial/

If you would like to: —__;
e Learn to fly 3
e Buy or hanger a plane, or
e Build or rent a hangar

Call Roberi: 081-810 4510 (Eng. Ger.)

OG6y4eHue 1 noaeThl BOKpYr MNxykeTa:
+66 94 386 2294, no-pycCKu.

TECNAM P-92

- Price: 1.5 million baht

- Registration: U-B08

- Year of Manufacture: 2002

- Equipment: Full standard
equipment

- Engine: Rotax 912-80hp
350hrs. Tel: 081-840 8418.

HAVE A PASSION
FOR AVIATION?

If you have an aircraft for sale or
an interest in aviation and wish to
learn how to fly or buy an aircraft
or arrange a private flight, etc,
please see our website at www.
aeropromgr.com/newsletter

TOYOTA AVANZA

2004. Clean, 65,000km, 250,000
baht. For more information,
please call 076-385909, 087-
277 5216 (English). Email: curly
phyl@yahoo.com

RENTALS

CARS FOR RENT
@ FAIR PRICES
During August to October we of-
fer monthly rate from 10,000
baht, Toyota Vios, Honda Jazz.
Tel: 085-655 2613 (English &
Thai), 084-847 4377 (English).
Email: stigisaan @ gmail.com

HONDA CITY
10,000 BAHT / MONTH

Cars for short or long-term
rent with free delivery ser-
vice. Tel: 081-607 8567.
Email: suksavat@hotmail.
com, www.phuket-carrent.
net

CAR RENT 11,000
BAHT / MONTH

Short or long-term rent with
first-class insurance. Deliv-
ery service. For more infor-
mation, please call 081-607
8567. Email: suksavat@
hotmail.com

CARS FOR RENT

Short or long-term rent with
first-class insurance. Deliv-
ery service. For more infor-
mation, please call 086-690
0626. Email: bcarrent@hot
mail.com

TOYOTA SPORTRIDER

3.0 diesel, 4WD, 3-row seats,
central locking, aircon, ABS,
power steering, alloy wheels,
CD player. 190,000 baht. Cha-
long. Tel: 087-265 0118. Email:
ant_p_clark@yahoo.co.uk

TOYOTA VIOS E

December 2008. Silver auto-
matic. Farang owned, low mile-
age. Rawai area. 349,000 baht.
For more information, please call
087-279 8286.

3 CARS FOR SALE

Jazz 2005, auto, tax February
2016, insurance September.
Toyota Soluna 2001, automatic.
Toyota Vios 2009, manual, tax/
insurance September. Prices:
185,000 baht, 95,000 baht,
265,000 baht. Tel: 089-831 4703
(English), 084-304 6723 (English
& Thai). Email: colinminett@ya
hoo.co.uk

PICK-UPS

ISUZU DMAX PLATINUM
4X4

Auto 2009. Tornado red. New
tyres. New battery. Tow bar.
Rack. Service history and Blue
book. Drives like new at 55,000
km. For sale: 520,000 baht.
Rawai. Please call 080-432 4772
(English) or send email for pho-
tos, full details at steebeeb@
gmail.com

TOYOTA HILUX

FOR SALE
Toyota Hilux Vigo Prerunner
Champ. 650,000 baht. 3.0 G VN-
Turbo. Manual transmission. 2-
wheel drive (rear wheels). 4-door
pickup. Registered: 2013.
37,xxxkm. Tel: 090-072 8034
(English), 090-072 8035 (En-
glish). Email: lilmisschatterbox
@msn.com

MITSUBISHI STRADA
GRANDIS 2004
2WD, 4 doors, 5 speeds, diesel,
loaded, new parts, run and looks
great, very reliable. 210,000
baht. Tel: 083-594 3031.

2010 RANGER DIESEL

4WD. Automatic. Loaded. Runs,
drives, and looks great. New ser-
vice. Very reliable. Sale: 380,000
baht. Please call 083-645 3546.

EVEREST 4WD
QUICK SALE
10+ years but looks and drives
great. Motor also great. Manual.
450,000 baht. Offers over 400,000
baht considered for fast sale. Tel:
081-892 6710 (English), 081-895
7908 (English & Thai). Email:
peterh @asianwind.biz
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SEA RAY 390

40ft luxury yacht with reliable
fuel saving, twin CAT diesel
375hp engine. Two cabins,
head, aircon throughout, new
teak deck, full kitchen / galley.
Tax paid. 3.752 million baht.
Tel: 02-910 3384, 089-777 2366
(English & Thai). Fax: 02-910
3385. Email: athitapichari@
gmail.com

MACINTOSH 47 CUTTER
(1988)

Yanmar 4JH4-TE 75hp diesel
(2006). Just refitted. Great live
aboard. Realistically priced at
just US$110,000. Tel: 084-842
6146. Email: alangiles @boat
shedphuket.com, www.boat
shedphuket.com

SEA RAY 280
SUNDANCER 2002
2 x Mercruiser 350 Magnums
and Alpha 1 drives new 2013
and with only 100hrs running.
Three axle aluminium trailer.
Bargain at only 2 million baht.
Tel: 084-842 6146. Email: alan
giles@boatshedphuket.com

POWER TEC
OUTBOARDS
Coming soon with a 2-year war-
ranty for pleasure use 2.5hp -
14,950 baht. 3.5hp - 16,950 baht.
5hp - 24,650 baht. 6hp 27,250
baht. 9.9hp - 42,150 baht. 15hp -
47,750 baht. 25hp - 56,950 baht
and 40hp - 74,950 baht. Tel: 084-
842 6146. Email: alangiles@

boatshedphuket.com

Martin Holmes Jim Poulsen

Tel: +66 81 891 7057

Tel: +66 81 891 3237

Grand Banks Aleutian 59 RP (2007)

L EE MMARINE

Spternational Alarirne SSrokerage

—_—

SINCE 1997

Mark Heath

Marcus Overman
Tel: +66 81 968 1437

Tel: +66 81 787 9408

1,395,000 USD

THAILAND'S LEADING BROKERAGE AND NEW YACHT DEALERSHIP

Versilcraft 108 Super Challeng

(1998) - 949,000 USD

PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE POWER & SAIL LISTINGS
WWW.LEEMARINE.COM

Pershing 46
(2010) - 449,000 USD

Jeanneau Sun Odyssey 45 DS
(2011) - 295,000 USD

Albaran Pilothouse 19m
(1985/06) - 1,150,000 USD

e

teau Gran Turismo Fly 49
(2013) - 499,000 EURO

Sunseeker Manhattan 73
(2013) - 1,699,000 GBP

Outremer 50/55
(2001) - 320,000 EURO

Beneteau First 44.7
(2004) - 125,000 USD

GULF CRAFT 33
WALKAROUND 2007
Twin Suzuki 250hp outboards.
Tidy boat with good electronics
package. Asking only 2.55 mil-
lion baht. Offers invited. Tel: 084-
842 6146. Email: alangiles@
boatshedphuket.com, www.boat

shedphuket.com

MACINTOSH 47 CUTTER
(1988)

Yanmar 4JH4-TE 75hp diesel
(2006). Just refitted. Great live
aboard. Realistically priced at
just US$110,000. Tel: 084-842
6146. Email: alangiles @boat
shedphuket.com, www.boat
shedphuket.com

Classified Advertisements

Please use this form to write your classified advertisement.
Then hand it to any of our agents.

PP T ZT 2 2] theading)

B S O O O O O O O O O O I
B S O O O O O O O O O O I
B S O O O O O O O O O O I
B S O O O O O O O O O O I
B S O O O O O O O O O O I

Classified ads are charged per line. Each line is 140 baht,
with a minimum of 4 lines (heading included) per ad.

All advertising must be paid for in advance.

Deadline for Property Gazette page: Friday 3 pm.
Deadline for all other ads: Saturday 12 noon.

SUNSEEKER
CARIBBEAN 52 (1992)
Twin Detroit 550hp diesels.
Many recent upgrades but still
with some work to do. Asking
only US$129,000. Bring offers.
Tel: 084-842 6146. Email:
alangiles@boatshedphuket.
com, www.boatshedphuket.com

N
INSURANCE g
Lambert Brothers
Insurance Brokers

e Boat insurance quotations
from different insurers

o Competitive rates
e Comprehensive coverage

o All other types of
insurance provided

Contact Khun Paew, Ton , Jane
at our office

Phuket Boat Lagoon
paew@lambertbrothers.co.th

v Tel:+ 66 76 273 385

www.lambertbrothers.co.th

RIVIERA 48 FLYBRIDGE
(2000)

2 x Caterpillar 660hp diesels. 6-
month engine guarantee. Must
sell, owner’s new boat has ar-
rived. Only 9 million baht. Tel:
084-842 6146. Email: alangiles
@boatshedphuket.com, www.
boatshedphuket.com

VISION 49 SLOOP (1982)
45hp Volvo MD22. If you are
looking for a comfortable cruising
yacht at a very reasonable price
and capable of winning regattas
this could be the one for you.
Only US$69,950. For details
contact Alan Giles. Andaman
Boat Sales. Tel: 084-842 6146.
Email: alangiles@boatshed
phuket.com, www.boatshed
phuket.com

BAYLINER 325 SPORT

CRUISER 2007
Twin 260hp fuel injected Mer-
cruisers, just overhauled. Class
leading space in cockpit and in-
terior. Realistically priced at just
2.8 million baht. Tel: 084-842
6146. Email: alangiles @boat
shedphuket.com, www.boatshed
phuket.com

SR MARINE BOAT
MANUFACTURER
SR Marine Boat manufacturer.
18-49ft. Used outboards from Ja-
pan. Visit our showroom in Ra-
wai. Tel: 081-782 0921.

SWANSON 36 SLOOP
(1976)

Yanmar 3 Cylinder diesel
(2008). New sails (2008).
Great condition inside and
out. US$59,500. Contact
Alan Giles. Andaman Boat
Sales. Tel: 084-842 6146.
Email: alangiles @ boatshed
phuket.com, www.boatshed
phuket.com
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Prab Keesn —the family business

By Chutharat Plerin

THE Keesin clan is a house-
hold name throughout Phuket,
as the political powerhouse
family from Patong has a num-
ber of developments and inter-
ests in the island’s primary
party town. Most recently they
found themselves caught in the
limelight with mafia charges
being levied against them.

The founder of the clan was
the recently-deceased Pian
Keesin—local Patong politician
for life. However, it is now his
son Preechavude‘ Prab’ Keesin
who holds the family’s banner
as he changes its paradigm
away from politicsto abovethe
table business.

“My role as the Managing
Director of the Pisona Group
started in 2004, after the tsu-
nami struck Phuket,” Prab
explains. “Most of our busi-
nesses were along the beach
front. Our hotels and assets
were completely destroyed.”

Prab was facing 900 million
baht of debt when he stepped
in, about 200mn of it was in-
formal debt.

“It was not easy, but | had to
make it work. | negotiated the
informal debt, and eventually

was able to drive our business
forward. We are now free from
non-performing loans (NLP).”

Prab’s father cast a long
shadow over Patong as a poli-
tician who worked his way up
from Phu Yai Ban to Kamnan
and eventually become the
town’s first elected mayor. His
career saw him pulled from
power multiple times for al-
leged election fraud. Only
shortly before his death had he
once again lost thereinsfor the
city. Despite this legacy, Prab
insistshehasnointerest in poli-
tics.

“1 am my own man. | am not
related to my father’s reputa-
tion in that way,” Prab says. “I
don't want to battle for power
in the government or do any-
thing related to buying votes.
It isnot my way, and | like the
way | am by creating strong
businesses, paying taxesin ac-
cordance with the law.”

Prab does not want to leave
alegacy marred by alegations
of mafia-like activities. He
wants to leave a positive, last-
ing impression on society.

“Transportation services is
part of the Pisona Group, which
is what the mafia charges are
connected to,” Prab says.

“Being awell-known person
who is supported by the people
because he gives back to the
public does not define mafia
activity.”

Despite his rejection of the
allegations, Prab says they
came as no surprise, pointing
out that those extorting money
and taking bribes were merely
using the Keesins as scape-
goats.

“What has mattered most in
what | have done was the de-
velopment of the Pattana
Patong Foundation [Patong
Development Foundation],”
Prab says. “We support a vari-
ety of religious activities from
the Vegetarian Festival to
Ramadan.”

The foundation also sup-
ports local schools and
formal police functions.

“l want to continue
building a successful
business, so that |
have the money
to help people \
get free educa-
tion and free
training. With
these skills,
the people of
Patong can \
drive the city i

WINDOW DESIGN AND AWNINGS CO., LTD.

70/89 M.4 Chowfatawantok Road, T.Vichit, A.Muang Phuket 83000
Email: arunsawadde@hotmail.com
www.tentphuket.com, www.windecor.co.th

£Y+66 (00897246914 [§+66 (0) 76 216 447 [E)+66 (0) 76 216 448

N4

forward.”

Money matters are
never far from hand for
amanwhoisjuggling
the number of busi-

However, the
bottom line
he says,
happiness.

“If | had a
single wish that
could come true,
it would befor ev-
eryoneto be happy
every single day of
their lives,” Prab -
says.

Photo: Chutharat Plerin
Rendering: Adriano Trapani
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OUR PRODUCT LINE INCI“_.UD‘
WINDOW DESIGN AND AWNIEI%S

4
4 Tension Membranes Product

4 Retractable Awnings 0=
4 \ertical Awnings :;
4 Canopy @;
4 Tents and Warehouse Tents gzg—

4 Drop Arm Awnings
4 Pergola

4 Insect Screen
4 Sunscreen Roller Blinds
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