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‘]l WILL BE HONEST... | FEAR LOCAL TAXI OPERATORS

Public busplan
breaks barrier

B Phuket'sstrugglefor
public transportation
sartstoyieldfruit

By Chutharat Plerin

AFTER decadesin the planning, anew bus

' Airport to

service will launch on theisland in March. ¢ ! '
The new route will connect Phuket Inter- ' _Patong’ i
national Airport and the popular tourist Karon Ka‘ta
beaches of Patong, Karon, and Kata via \ ; 3
Tesco Lotus on the bypass road. A
For safety reasons, Phuket Land Trans- | e HOP'On,
portation Office (PLTO) chief Teerayut | e
Prasertpol asked the Gazette not to name hOp-off
the operator willing to launch the busroute, .
but he disclosed that the company had )
signed a seven-year contract with the Max fare
government to provide the long-awaited '
govern 120 baht ¥
The new service will offer “hop on, '
hop off” bus stops at a maximum cost of ® 6am - 1am

120 baht for the entire route.

“We are not targeting tourists with the
new bus service,” Mr Teerayut said. “We
are pushing to develop more public
transportation options for everyone...

e g

h. Photo: PLTO
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COMING SOON: The buses have been ordered and the new service is slated to start in Marc

Continued on page 5
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Ae Inside wasn’t the first
man Tossapol Ketkaew
killed. Photo: Cha-am Police

Aelnsde
assassin
caught

The trigger-man in the
slaying of Phuket news
man Ae Inside was
arrested on last Sunday.

However, Tossapol
Ketkaew will have to
face justice for another
killing in 2004 before
Phuket Policewill beable
to take himinto custody.

Full story on Page 3

Royal Thal
Police boost
numbersfor

high season

AN ADDITIONAL 400
police officers are on
Phuket for a 30-day
tourist-safety campaign.

Thecampaignamsto
slash the amount of
crime in Phuket by 50
per cent and boost tour-
ists' confidence in the
ability of officers to
protect them.

Full story on Page 2
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Royal Thai Police bombard
ISand for 30—day campal gn

By Kritsada Mueanhawong

A 30-DAY safety campaign aimed
at slashing the criminal activity in
Phuket and Pattaya saw an addi-
tional 400 Royal Thai Police,
sourced from every division of the
force, stepping foot on the island
on January 10.

The desperately needed extra
“troops’ on the ground came days
after Ambassadors to Thailand
from Canada, the Netherlands (See
pages 4-5) and UK visited Phuket
Governor Maitri Inthusut to voice
their concerns about tourist safety.

“We expect the project to de-
crease the criminal activity in
Phuket by 50 per cent, and sig-
nificantly increase how safe
touristsfeel onour island,” Phuket
Provincial Police Deputy Com-
mander Arun Kleawwatee said.

By making a significant effort
to boost safety in both Phuket and
Pattaya, the Royal Thai Police
hopes to improve the overall im-
age of these two important tourist
destinations, Col Arun said.

Issues to be addressed included
acrackdown on drugs, progtitution,
burglary, sexud assault and any il-
legdl operationsby loca government
officers, Deputy National Police
Genera Pangiri Prapawat said.

“We will aso be patrolling the
high-risk areas, as well as check-
ing restaurants and entertainment

The Royal Thai Police organized the parade on Soi Bangla to increase the
awareness of their 30-day safety campaign. Photo: Kritsada Mueanhawong

venues for drugs, prostitution and
teen gangs,” he added.

Gen Pansiri said solving prob-
lems surrounding tourism safety
was paramount.

“In order to move toward the
Asean Economic Community we
have to start resolving issues
tourists are facing and boost
tourists’ confidencein our effec-
tiveness,” he said.

In addition to beefing up police
presence on the island, an 89
million-baht-CCTV-installation

project presented by the Phuket
Provincial Administration Organi-
zation (PPAO) isbeing considered
by the Cabinet.

Theproject aimsto increasethe
government’s 242 CCTV cameras
across the island by 2,400
cameras. If approved, it will be a
scaled-down version of the
10,000-CCTV-camera project
originally proposed by PPAO
President Paiboon Upatising in
response to the Michelle Smith
slaying in June.

Beach turf war leaves
car gutted by flames

POLICE believe aHonda Jazz be-
longing to a beachfront seafood
restaurant owner was maliciously
set ablaze on January 14 as part
of an ongoing conflict between
vendors in the Surin Beach area.
Police declined to name the
owner of the car for safety reasons.
The owner parked the car in
front of the restaurant at about
3pm. Just over 12 hours later, the
car was consumed by flames.
Ittook Cherng Talay firefighters
about 30 minutes to extinguish the
blaze.
“Though we haven't ruled out
other possibilities, we suspect

e \ o

Pollce suspect arson.

arson,” Cherng Talay Police In-
spector Rassada K luengwong said.
“The car owner dso owns asea
food restaurant near the mini-mart
that was set on fire last month,” Lt

Col Rassada pointed out.
— Thawit Bilabdullar
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Tourid’s body found off Patong Beach

POL I CE investigating the death of
a Dutch tourist whose body was
discovered floating off Patong
Beach last Sunday have sent the
man’s body to Bangkok for an
autopsy.

Thebody of Stephan Buczynski,
26, was discovered at about
9:30am by atourist riding a jet-ski
some 500 meters offshore from the
north end of Patong Beach.

Mr Buczynski had suffered a
deep gash to the back of his head,
leading policeto believethat hewas
struck by a boat propeller while
swimming or was viciously at-
tacked from behind by an assailant.

“We believe he died about four
hours before his body was
found,” Capt Patapee Srichai of
the Patong Police said.

Locals swim out to the body of Mr Buczynski. Photo: Chaichana Keowkaow

“He was dressed only in black
swimming trunks... A waterproof
bag was still looped around his
neck, containing his passport, as
well as cash totaling 5,200 baht
and 1,850 euros,” he added.

Alsointhewaterproof bag were
nine pills of Alprazolam, better

known by the trade name Xanax.
“He might have been hit by the
blade of a passing boat while
swimming or he may have been
beaten to death and his body
thrown into the sea. We just don’t

know,” Capt Patapee explained.
— Thawit Bilabdullar

AMNANTARA 51 KAO RESORT & SPH




January 19 - 25,2013

PHUKET NEWS

PHUKET GAZETTE 3

An open boat of Rohingya who were
attempting to flee Myanmar, but
were taken into custody off Koh Bon.
Photo: Kritsada Mueanhawong

Hundreds of
‘boat peopl€
just offsnhore

THE Gazette on Tuesday
confirmed reports of hundreds of
Rohingya in open boats in the
Andaman Sea off Phang Nga,
north of Phuket.

The news comes as thousands
of ethnic Rohingya flee the vio-
lence in Myanmar (see page 9).

“We have heard there are about
nine boats containing hundreds of
Rohingya, but they haveyet toland
anywhere along the coast,” a
local sourcein Phang Ngatold the
Gazette.

Local police were unable to
confirm or deny whether any
assistance, medical or otherwise,
had been given to the refugees.

“We are aware of the issue, but
at this point we cannot give any
statement about how many of
them there are, or what condition
they arein, as we have yet to re-
ceive a report of them having
landed on Thai soil,” an officer at
Tai Muang District Police Station
told the Gazette.

The sighting of hundreds of
Rohingya “boat people” off Phang
Nga followed 73 Rohingya being
taken into custody off Koh Bon,
southeast of Phuket, on January 1.

— Phuket Gazette

Aelnsdesassassn

After ayear ontherun, assassin of Phuket newsman facesjustice

By Kritsada Mueanhawong

THE confessed trigger-man who
assassinated Phuket newsman
Wisut “Ae Inside” Tangwitthaya
porn was taken into custody on
January 13.

However, Phuket Police will
have to wait for their counterparts
in the Thai tourism town of
Cha-am to close their own
murder investigation before
taking the confessed killer back to
the Phuket to stand trial.

Policefrom the Crime Suppres-
sion Division headquarters in
Bangkok, along withlocal Cha-Am
Police, moved in and arrested
Tossapol Ketkaew, 36, at a house
in Cha-am last Sunday for the
2004 murder of Kra Aromdee.

Tossapol, aso known as Sanya
“Noo” Klinchum, wasadditionally
arrested for pulling the trigger in
the shooting that left Mr Wisut
dead in Phuket morning rush hour
traffic last year.

“Tossapol confessed [to police]
that at around 9am on January 12
last year he, along with the help
of Noppadol ‘Pae’ Praisri and
Somkuan ‘Boy’ Deepan, used a
9mm gun to shoot Ae Inside
dead,” case investigator Lt Col
Pattanapong Sripinproh said.

“He claimed that Somkuan was
the one who arranged the gun for
the killing and Noppadol was the
one who drove the motorbike,
allowing Tossapol toridepillionas
the gunman,” he added.

Tossapol’s confession to police
concurs with that of Noppadol,
who made his confession imme-
diately after his arrest in January
last year.

“Tossapol said he was paid
13,000 baht to be the gunman. He
claimed that he received a mes-

Hot-headed somtam
vendor days man

POLICE are on the lookout for a
somtam (spicy Thai salad) vendor
following alocal building supplies
shop staffer being shot in the head
at point-blank range with a home-
made zip gun south of Phuket
Town on January 10.

Somjit Chueajan, 21, was
taken to hospital that night. How-
ever, he died from his wound on
January 16, Vachira Hospital
Phuket hospital staff confirmed

m

on Wednesday.

He was drinking beer with
workmates at about 7:30pm when
the attack occurred.

“Somjit was in the store taking
abeer from the fridge when aman
entered the store and shot him in
the head with a homemade gun.
The assailant then fled the scene,”
Wichit Police Superintendent
Chaowalit Petchsripia explained.

— Kritsada Mueanhawong
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Tossapol Ketkaew, 36, was arrested for shooting dead Kra Aromdee in
2004, as well as ‘Ae Inside’ last year. Photo:Cha-am Police

sage from Somkuan, but does not
know who hired Somkuan to
organize the assassination,” Col
Pattanapong said.

“Somkuan is till at large. Po-
lice are searching for him,” he
added.

Col Pattanapong said that while
conducting their investigationinto
the killing of Kra Aromdee police
discovered that Tossapol and
Sanya were different aliases used
by the same man.

“Tossapol confessed that he
was involved in both killings. He
said that on August 1, 2004
around 4pm, he and Yuenyong
Uangjean used a .38-caliber gun
to kill Mr Krain front of a house

Tsawouadslsnd
Phuket International Hospital

in Tambon Khao Yai, Cha-am, in
Petchaburi.

“Tossapol confessed he was
the one who pulled the trigger,”
he added.

Phuket City Police chief
Sermphan Sirikong told the
Gagzette that his officers will have
to wait for the Cha-am murder
investigation to close before they
can get their hands on Tossapol.

“We are preparing our official
request to detain Tossapol. How-
ever, we have to wait for Cha-am
Police to close their investigation
first,” Col Sermphan said.

“Theapplicationwill befiled un-
der Phuket Court arrest warrant
number Jor 39/2555 dated January

24, 2012. He is charged with co-
premeditated murder,” he added.

“The search for Somkuan is
ongoing. Thisis not the only case
we're following up on. Police are
making a serious attempt to close
every case on the island,” chief
Sermphan said.

WatcharaMalikaew, Mr Wisut's
best friend and co-worker on Mr
Wisut's Inside Phuket newspaper,
said, “1 was so delighted to hear
that the suspect who pulled the
trigger was arrested. The case is
one year old. It shows that police
did not abandon the case.

“However, | would like to see
police arrest the other suspect who
isstill at largeas| believeheisthe
sole connection to the person who
hired the killers,” Mr Watchara
added.

Phuket Police in February last
year arrested and brought in for
guestioning Phuket businessman
Atsadakorn“Pod” Seedokbuab on
allegations of him being the mas-
termind behind the assassination
of Mr Wisut.

Mr Atsadakorn, owner of KPP
Cable TV inPhuket and at that time
a vice president of the Phuket
Chamber of Commerce, surren-
dered to police.

He denied knowing Noppadol
“Pae” Praisri before Noppadol’s
name was splashed across news-
paper headlines, but confirmed he
did know fellow suspect
Somkuan, 48, before the killing.

“l1 know Khun Boy [Mr
Somkuan]. He is a friend and
even | hired him to operate adig-
ger at a construction site at one
of my developments,” Mr
Atsadakorn said.

“But | do not know where he
is now,” he said at the February
16 press conference.

Caring People
Curing People

076 249 400

www.phuketinternationalhospital.com

Looking for a place to stay?
See more classified ads at www.phuketgazette.net
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Envoys tar get

tourist

acrossthe bay §

By Kritsada Mueanhawong

THE British, Canadian and Dutch
Ambassadors to Thailand met
with the Krabi police chief last
week to discuss tourism-safety
measures and to follow up on
several prominent police cases.
The visit on January 9 came
two days after the three
ambassadors spoke with Phuket
Governor Maitri Inthusut to
discuss their chief concerns for
tourists safety in Phuket.
Speaking with Krabi Provincial
Police Commander Nunthadej
Yoinual, Ambassadors Mark Kent
of the UK, Philip Calvert of
Canadaand Joan Boer of the Neth-
erlands highlighted issues with
how several high-profile cases
were handled in the Andaman
coast province over the past year.
“The ambassadors asked

safety

specifically about the rape of a
Dutch model; British tourist Jack
Daniel Cole being assaulted; and
the deaths of the two Canadian
sisterson Phi Phi Island,” Mg Gen
Nunthadej told the press.

“They suggested that some
information related to these cases
should not have been revealed to
the public because it might have
affected the victims' families and
friends,” the general added.

The request for police to
respect relatives' concerns about
the release of information follows
a clampdown amid the investiga-
tion into the deaths of Canadian
sistersNoemi and Audrey Belanger
on Phi Phi in June last year.

“We have been asked by the
Canadian Embassy and the
[Belanger] family to not reveal
anything about the case. We are
standing by that. The cause of

"/

o A ; ;i
Canadian Ambassador Philip Calvert (left) joins Dutch Ambassador Joan Boer (right) in talks with Krabi Police
over high-profile cases that have rocked the tourism province over the past year. Photo: Thawit Bilabdullar

death in the police report to the
embassy is ‘Unknown’,” Lt Col
Jongrak Pimthong of Krabi City
Policetold the Gazette in October.

However, Lt Col Jongrak’s
statement did not give any indica-
tion as to whether or not other
members of the public might be
in danger of coming into contact
with whatever caused the sisters
deaths, which was initially
reported as poisoning.

“ Ambassador Kent also said that
inmany casesthe officersinvolved

faced problems with communicat-
ingin English. Theambassador said
he would send officers from the
British Embassy [in Bangkok] to
help teach English to the police,”
Gen Nunthade added.

The offer to provide English
tutoring of Krabi Police follows a
similar offer from the Tourism
Authority of Thailand Krabi office
in the aftermath of the police
response to the Evil Man From
Krabi YouTube video, which
accused the Krabi authorities of

Lo g >

allowing a man charged with the
rape of aDutch model towalk free
on bail.

Gen Nunthadej explained,
however, that some of the “mis-
understandings’ about the handling
of the rape case were due to
differencesin Thai criminal law and
criminal law in other countries.

Following their meeting with
Gen Nunthadej, the ambassadors
visited Krabi Governor Prasit
Osathanon to discuss further tour-
ist-safety measuresin the province.
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CLEAN SWEEP: Police confiscate 557,000 baht seized in the arrest of former
Phuket maid Ratchanee Klunma. Photos: Kritsada Mueanhawong

Maid caught after
cleaning out Phuket
boss s bank account

POLICE have charged a maid in
Phuket with stealing a debit card
and using it to take 700,000 baht
from the bank account of her
female employer.

Karon resident Ratchanee
Klunma, 43, reported the theft
after her 34-year-old housemaid
Somjing Chumuang disappeared
on the same day the debit card
wasstolen, Lt Col Sophon Borirak
of the Karon Police explained.

After the theft was reported,
Karon Police contacted officersin
Trang to check whether Somjing
was hiding at her family home in
Huay Yod District, he added.

“On January 10 we were in-
formed by Trang Police that they
had found Ms Somjing at her
house.

Ratchanee Klunma

“We arrested her on the morn-
ing of January 11 and seized
557,000 baht.

“She confessed to stealing the
debit card and to taking 700,000
baht from the account because of
financial problems,” Col Sophon
explained.

— Kritsada Mueanhawong



January 19 - 25,2013

PHUKET NEWS

PHUKET GAZETTE b5

Bus serviceready torol

From page 1

on the island who cannot afford
to keep using taxis and for Phuket
residents who often need to travel
to the airport.”

“We are planning to install bus
stops in Thalang Town, at the
HeroinesMonument, in Koh Kaew
and at the Tesco Lotus shopping
mall. There will be only one stop
each at Patong, Karon and Kata,”
Mr Teerayut explained.

Under the terms of the govern-
ment concession, the buses must
be air conditioned, seat no more
than 30 passengers and have
room for travellers' luggage.

“At this stage the buses are set
to run every 40 minutes, starting
around 6am when the first flight
arrives at the airport and ending
at around lam. However, the
scheduleisflexible. It depends on
traveller demand. It ispossiblethe
buses may run every 30 minutes.
We will see,” Mr Teerayut said.

“We are also considering
allowing higher faresto be charged
for night buses, but they will not
be much more expensive, only
about 50 baht more,” he added.

Mr Teerayut stressed that the
new bus service will deliver a
breakthrough for public transport
in Phuket.

“Think about it: If you had
1,000 baht and you were in
another province, it could pay for
your transport, hotel and food. In
Phuket, you need that much for
the taxi fare alone.

“But with the new bus service,
if you have 100 baht in your
pocket, you can now travel in
Phuket,” he said.

MAFIA CONCERNS

Critical to getting the company
to launch the bus service was
gaining investors confidence the
route will be safe to operate.

-
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“The new route operators have
expressed their fears in providing
the new service. They asked me
what we can do to protect them
from being attacked.

“1 will be honest in saying that
| fear local taxi operators might
act asthey have donein the past,”
Mr Teerayut said.

“However, the situation in
Phuket has changed. We cannot
take it anymore. People need
another option and taxi operators
must accept it.”

Toallay fearsof violent repris-
als by taxi drivers on the island,
the PLTO had to call in support
from nearly every major govern-
ment office in Phuket.

“The work cannot be done by
us aone. Therefore, the PLTO is
working with Phuket Governor
Maitri Inthusut, police officersand
local administration organizations.
We have even talked to local taxi
operators to make this route hap-
pen,” Mr Teerayut explained.

“Phuket needs to prove that it
can provide public transportation
for local people and tourists,” he
added.

Gaining investors' confidence
that they will recoup their initial
investment also took time, about
three years.

“1 believe the operators will re-
cover their initial investment in
about 18 months with this new
route — and they believe so too,
that is why they applied to pro-
vide the service,” Mr Teerayut
explained.

“As| said, we are not target-
ing tourists. | believe people who
prefer the convenience of using
taxis will still use them, and they
will be willing to pay more for
the extra convenience. Public
transportation is just another
option to support the island’s
tourism industry.

“At least tourists will not think
that public transport on the island

ROUTEMAP
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The operator of the new bus service is expected to set the timetable for the first bus to depart Phuket Airport
at 6am each day and continue every 30 or 40 minutes until 1am the next day. Photo: Phuket Land Transport Office

isjust one big scam and that they
do not even have a choice.
“This time the situation is
different. People are more aware
of the need to create a good

risara Seafood
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reputation for Phuket. With the
new route, we are sure that the
kinds of problems we have had in
the past will not happen again.

“1 personally believethat every-

T

Sunday Jazz Brunch

one — even airport limousine driv-
ers and taxi operators in Patong
and Kata-Karon — al want to see
Phuket’s reputation shine,” Mr
Teerayut said.
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Police suspect
drug overdose
InAustralian
tourist death

PATONG Palice believe an Aus
tralian tourist who was found dead
in his hotel room last Friday died
from a drug overdose.

The 45-year-old, whose name
has yet to be released to the pub-
lic by police, was staying at a
resort in the Patong beach area.

Capt Teerasak Boonsang of the
Patong Policetold that the Gazette
the man’s body was discovered
at about 4pm.

Officers attending the scene
believe the man died about two
days before his body was discov-
ered, Capt Boonsang said.

The police examination of the
room uncovered an empty bottle
of medication for preventing sei-
zures and convulsions.

“There were aso blood stains
around his nose,” Capt Boonsang
added.

The man’s family, who arrived
in Phuket last Saturday, confirmed
the man had no health issues that
they were aware of.

— Orawin Narabal

By Kritsada Mueanhawong

suppress drug and tourism-
related crime.

Karon Police easy on ball sales

THE Karon Police do have balls,
but heavy-handed tactics in sell-
ing theticketswill stop, the Karon
acting police chief confirmed to
the Gazette on January 11.

The news follows a mob of
angry residents gathering at Karon
Police Station last Thursday.

Their complaint:
the “strong tactics’
used to sell tickets
to a policeman’s
charity-ball function
to be held in Phuket
Town.

“Four men claim-
ing to be ‘assisting’
officersof theKaron
Police have been
selling charity concert tickets to
beach vendors, sunbed rental op-
erators and restaurant owners.
The men said that the tickets are
being sold under orders from
Karon Police Superintendent
Sirisak Wasasiri, who is now on
vacation,” Karon Kamnan Winai
Chidchiew said.

The tickets are being sold for
1,000 baht apiece, which the
vendors said would be used in
the Royal Thai Police effort to

‘If anyone forced
you to buy a ticket,
you can return it to

the organizers
and register your

name with us’
— Col Narong

“Each beach operator was
forced to buy five to 10 tickets.
Once they bought the tickets, they
noticed that some of them had
numbers on them, and some
didn’t,” Kamnan Winai said.

Karon Police Deputy Superin-
tendent Narong Laksanawimon
explained that though
theball isbeing held by
the Karon Palice, they
passed off many
responsibilities to an
event-coordination
company. The com-
pany was responsible
for organizing the
evening'sentertainment
and selling tickets.

“Theorganizer will give Karon
Police Station 300,000 baht
after the event to support our
crime and drug-suppression
project,” Lt Col Narong said.

However, the organizers have
now been told that they must stop
forcing people to buy tickets.

“1f anyone forced you to buy a
ticket, you can return it to the
organizers and register your name
with us before January 16 for a
full refund,” Col Narong said.

Karon Kamnan Winai Chidchiew holds a ticket (inset) to the Karon Police’s
ball between his fingers. Photo: Kritsada Mueanhawong

“You can aso file a complaint
with us against the individual that
forced you to buy the ticket,” he
added.

Tickets for the ball are still up
for grabs for those interested in
supporting the event, which will
feature performances by Thai

country music singers Sam Sao
SilverGold, O Apisit and Thep
Thoonjai. Tickets for the ball in-
clude food and drink.

The event will be on January
25 at 6pm at the Pitak Grand Ball-
room on the third floor of The
Metropole Hotel in Phuket Town.
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L ocalsenforce‘money tree
robber - monk defroklng

A MONK chose to be defrocked
at the main temple in Phuket
Town, Wat Wichit Sangkharam,
after being caught stealing a
temple donation “money tree” and
running off with 1,000 baht in
cash on Tuesday.

Wichit Policewereaderted tothe
theft at 11:30am after local resi-
dents near Wat Nakaram reported
a monk absconding with a merit-
making “tree” from a local
mom-and-pop store.

“The monk went into the store
and asked to use the restroom.
When he came out he grabbed
the money tree and bolted out of
the shop,” Sub Lt Sakorn Naklert
explained.

A group of local villagers
caught the 56-year-old in the act
of discarding the money tree, now
stripped of its cash-filled envel opes.

“After searching his few pos-
sessions, we found that the monk
was named in his identification
book as PhraBoonmee Pasangjitto.

Phra Boonmee handed in his robes to once again be Boonmee Wichaisuek.

He was ordained asamonk at Wat
Potan in Chaiyaphum province in
1999,” Sub Lt Sakorn said.

“We also found eight empty
donation envelopesand 1,000 baht
cash in hisbag,” he added.

AsMr Boonmee denied to police
that he stolethetree, the officerstook
him to Wat Wichit Sangkharam,
where senior monks deliberated

whether or not Phra Boonmee
should be disrobed for his conduct.
“At first he denied the alega-
tions. However, he eventually
agreed to leave the monkhood as
the people who caught him said
they would not et him go until he
was no longer a monk,” Sub Lt

Sakorn said.
— Kritsada Mueanhawong

Hong Kong tourist ‘ mysterioudy’ dies

A TOURIST from Hong Kong died in Bangkok Hos-
pital Phuket on Tuesday after slipping into uncon-
sciousness while in the pool of a five-star resort in

Mai Khao on Monday.

Manhoe Lai, 31, was swimming in a pool at the
JW Marriott Phuket Resort & Spa just after midday
when for an unknown reason he lost conscious-
ness, Lt Thanom Thongpan of the Tah Chat Chai

Police told the Gazette.

“Hewas pulled out of the pool by guests who were
in the water at that time. Hotel staff immediately
reported the incident to police,” Lt Thanom said.

cal condition.

known to be suffering from any pre-existing medi-

“[She said] they always have a yearly physical

checkup and they just had one before coming to

Thailand,” Lt Thanom said.

“At this stage we have no idea what caused the
incident.,” he added.

A staffer at the JW Marriott Phuket Resort &

Spa told the Gazette on Tuesday, “Right now we

Mr Lai’s wife reported that her husband was not

are working with police to collect more informa-
tion relevant to the case. We will issue a statement
later when we have more information.”

— Orawin Narabal
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Family members had already
removed the heart broken man’s
body from the noose by the time
officers arrived at the scene.

L ovesick sailor
found hanged
at family home

A ROYAL Thai Navy sailor was
found hanged in his Phuket ga-
rage, just days after he discovered
hisgirlfriend was having an affair.

The body of Wanchai Srip-
angmol, 23, was found hanging
from a rafter in his Kathu garage
by his parents on the morning of
January 11.

“He took leave over New Year
to visit his girlfriend in Kalasin
Province only to find she was see-
ing one of his close friends,” Mr
Wanchai’s father, Teera Srip-
angmo, said.

Mr Wanchai returned to Phuket
after the discovery. On arrival he
went to his mother and went
down on his hands and kneesin a
traditional gesture of respect
known as “grab”.

“After that he spent the whole
day drinking acohol infront of his
house,” Mr Teera said.

When police and Kusoldharm
rescue workers arrived at the dead
man’shouse, hisbody had already
been taken down by his family
members, Capt Wittaya of the
Thung Thong Police said.

“We did not find any wounds
on his body, only bruising around
his neck from the rope,” Capt
Wittaya said.

— Thawit Bilabdullar

Health Office digs deep
to end the ‘Swedt Life

By Irfarn Jamdukor

THE Phuket Public Health Office
(PPHO) is serious about tourists
dental health, to the tune of
300,000 baht.

And it all began with school
children.

A PPHO dental health survey in
2010 discovered that almost 40%
of 12-year-old students in Phuket
had tooth decay and 48% had gin-
givitis, an inflammation of the
gums, which can lead to periodon-
tal disease.

Health officials coincidentally
found that almost 33% of Thai
primary schools in Phuket sold
sodas and that students drank it
on average 2.5 times a week.

This prompted the Sweet
Enough coalition of medical pro-
fessionals, academics, nutritionists
and public health officials formed
in 2011 to launch a public-aware-
ness campaign of the dangers of
consuming sweets, aiming to re-
duce sweet consumption and
encourage schools in Phuket to
stop selling sodas.

Degpite this, the PPHO found
in its dental health survey last
year, checking the dental health
of 3,380 12-year-olds at 58
schools in Phuket, that nearly
40% of those children had tooth
decay and more than 40% had
gingivitis.

However, the Sweet Enough
campaign yielded positive results,
with 58 schools no longer selling
soft drinks on campus.

“Many schools in Phuket have
stopped selling soft drinks and
sugary snacks and we have found
that overall the dental health of

Nearly 40 per cent of 12-year-olds checked last year had tooth decay, said the provincial Health Office. Photo: PPHO

children in Phuket is improving,”
PPHO dentist Sathian Sura-
visamskul explained.

Motivated by the program, the
PPHO turned its attention to tour-
ists in the Andaman region,
signing an MOU with Phang Nga
and Krabi provinces for the
300,000 baht “Less Sweet For
Your Healthy Life” campaign,
which encouragestouriststo drink
water instead of sodas.

Under the program, tourists will
receive free bottles of water with
a sticker attached, saying: “Less
Sweset for your Healthy Life”.

Officials from the three prov-
inces, along with operators of The

Royal City Phuket Hotel, Phuket
Merlin Hotel, Honey Resort,
Phuket Simon Cabaret and PN
Mountain Resort from Krabi, gath-
ered at The Phuket Royal City
Hotel on December 25 at alaunch
event chaired by Phuket Gover-
nor Maitri Inthusut.

Governor Maitri presented
certificates to the five operators
who have agreed to give away the
bottles of water with the campaign
sticker attached.

Dr Sathian expects the Less
Sweet campaign to have multiple
benefits: not only encouraging
tourists to improve their diets, but
also reflecting positively on the

hotelsand resortsthat participated.

However, Dr Sathian strongly
advised parents to take a leading
role in the dental health of their
children. “Do not rely on cam-
paigns such as this to ensure your
children have good dental health.
It also requires parents, teachers
and the children themselves to
have the right attitude and take a
proactive approach,” he said.

“As everyone knows, soft
drinks are not good for your
health, especially your dental
health. Children and adults should
avoid them because they contrib-
ute to tooth decay, gum disease
as well as obesity,” he added.

Empire Pools Phuket is part of the Empire
Pools Group Australia. We have been bullding
award-winning pools In Australia for 15 years.
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* Pool servicing and maintenance
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-
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= | -
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18/43, 19/45 Moo 7. Srisoontorn Bd, T. Srisoontomn, A. Thalang, Phuket 83110.
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Man diesin reservoir after
sacrilegious ‘wicky leak’

THE death of a man who appar-
ently went insane and dived into a
reservoir isthe talk of avillagein
the province of Roi Et, in the
northeast of Thailand.

Villagersof Nonrang, in Muang
District, believe the cause of the
strange death of 32-year-old
Daorueang Chaiyahong was his
sacrilegious antics at a company
party on New Year’s Eve when
he reportedly urinated on a spirit
house.

Mr Daorueang’s lifeless body
was pulled from Nong YaMaRes-
ervoir, close to the village, on the
morning of January 13.

There was blood coming from
the corpse’s nose, but the body
didn’t appear decomposed at all —
strange, considering he’'d been in
the water for two days.

Mr Daorueang’s father,

Phaisan Winthachai, told police
that his son worked in Bangkok
but was back in his hometown to
celebrate New Year.

Earlier, hehadtold
his parents that dur-

‘He had gotten

to have water blessed by monks
poured on himinabidto gain for-
giveness for his mistake.

But when they got tothetemple,
Mr Daorueang suddenly went
crazy and started running away
towards the reservoir two kilome-
ters away.

His family followed him, but
couldn’t keep up, and he managed
to jump into the deep water. They
went in after him, but
couldn’t find him.

A local rescue

ing his company’s drunk and foundation sent in
New Year party in i divers and two days
Bangkok, he had unr.]ated on th? later pulled Mr
gotten drunk and  SPirt house... Daorueang’s lifeless
urinated on the spirit body from the deep.
house next to the venue. The family remains convinced

Disturbed by what their son their son had been punished by the

had done, on the evening of Janu-
ary 11 they took him to a temple

spirits for his New Year's
indiscretion.
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The gang had transported a
total of 2,000 Rohingya peoplein

Rohlngya race for freedom

MORE than 700 Rohingya
migrants were discovered in the
Deep South province of Songkhla
over the past week, about 400 of
whom were reportedly destined to
be sold to Malaysian fishing boats
virtually as slaves.

On January 10, Thai police
discovered 397 Rohingya being
held by men with guns at a rub-
ber plantation in Sadao District,
The Nation reported.

The Rohingya, who had been
smuggled into Thailand from
Myanmar via Ranong, had been
kept at the plantation for three
months.

The gang reportedly planned
to traffic the refugees for 60,000
baht per head to clientsin Malay-
sia to work on fishing boats.

Theauthoritiesraided the plan-
tationin Tambon Padang Besar and
rescued the Rohingya, who in-

Targets of vicious sectarian violence, many Rohingya are fleeing their homeland. Photo: The Nation

cluded five girls and 61 boys
under the age of 15.

Police arrested five Rohingya
men who were minding the group

Deep South wolenceflar%up

LAST week insurgents in the
Deep South killed two soldiersin
a bomb attack, injured three
childrenin another explosion, shot
up a karaoke bar and set fire to
electricity poles.

OnJanuary 9, five men opened
fire on a karaoke bar in
Narathiwat’sKhoke K hian Subdis-
trict, injuring two adults, before
the gunmen fled.

Shortly afterwards, explosives
on a motorcycle parked nearby
went off, causing injuries to a
number of people, including the
three minors.

One suspect, Kareeya Pi, 31,
was subsequently arrested for the
attacks, giving up the identities of
other suspects whom the police
are now seeking.

On January 11, two soldiers
were killed and two others
wounded in a bomb attack in
Pattani’s Yarang District as they
headed out to provide protection
for teachers and to deliver pre-
sents for children in advance of
National Children’sDay.

Officers mspect the remnants of a
blast in the Deep South in March
last year. Photo: The Nation

Police said the insurgents had
placed explosives in a concrete
water pipe under a road and hid-
den in a rubber plantation nearby.
They triggered theexplosivesasthe
military pickup in which soldiers
were travelling passed.

Then on January 14 in Yala,
insurgents set fire to eight elec-
tric power poles in various
districts of the province.

Activist set for Cambodianrdease

ONE of two Thai nationalist
activists imprisoned in Cambodia
since 2010 is to be released fol-
lowing a meeting between Prime
Minister Yingluck Shinawatraand
Khmer premier Hun Sen.

The other, yellow-shirt leader
Veera Somkwamkid, had his
sentence reduced amid high
hopes he too would soon be
allowed to go home.

Earlier thismonth, MsYingluck
confirmed that Ratree Pipattan-
apaiboon, Mr Veera's assistant,
would be released imminently
after Hun Sen agreed to give her

amnesty.

Ms Yingluck added that the
Cambodian government had
informed the Thai foreign minis-
try that Mr Veera's prison term
would be reduced by six months.

Mr Veera was sentenced to
eight years in prison and Ms
Ratree to six after they were
arrested for illegally entering
Cambodia along with five other
Thais on December 2010.

The group were apparently
surveying theareain abidto prove
Thai ownership of disputed
border territory.

and seized ashotgun, ahomemade  smuggled in 10-wheeled trucks to

pistol and alaptop.
A police investigation found
that the Rohingya had been

atemporary s