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Mr Krittasak’s days of living it up in
Bangkok on stolen gold are over.

Brazen gold
shop thief back

In Phuket

GOLD is considered lucky in the
Far East, but for one gold shop
thief its glitter has been sullied as
he faces a possible lengthy prison
sentence now that police caught
up with “Golden Den”, or 25-
year-old Krittasak “Den”
Heetkaew, as he is now known.
On June 4, 2011, a man wear-
ing a Starbucks t-shirt and jeans
entered the Thong Thanet gold
shop at the Yee Teng complex on
the corner of the Slaughterhouse
Intersection in Phuket Town.
After posing as a customer, the
man pulled out a replica handgun
and threatened the shopowner
Chantana Thanetthanasom.
Continued on page 5

Moving On On

After ayear of bed care, last guest at famed hotel moved to hospital

By Atchaa Khamlo

AN ELDERLY German expat who
has lived for the past 20 years at
the On On Hotel in Phuket Town,
famed asthe Phuket hotel featured
inthe Leonardo DiCaprio film The
Beach, has finally checked ouit.

Hans Georg Artur Maeter, 88,
was transferred to Patong Hospi-
tal on Tuesday after hotel
management could no longer
stand by and watch him stay in
his room, where he has been bed-
ridden for the past year.

Phuket Tourist Police officers
Sen Sgt Mg Wichai Boonruen and
Sgt Payong Tipsombut received
acall fromthehotel owner, Anurak
Tansiriroj, to assist in transferring
Mr Maeter to hospital.

The officers arrived at the ho-
tel on Phang Nga Road in Phuket
Town at 12:30pm with a Swiss
Tourist Police Volunteer and three
officers from Patong Hospital, in-
cluding Hospital Director Dr
Phumin Silaphan.

They found the emaciated Mr
Maeter lying on hishotel bed, cov-
ered with a blanket. After bathing
and dressing Mr Maeter, they as-

sisted him into a wheelchair and
helped him to an ambulance wait-
ing below.

Mr Anurak, who is also the
founder of Phuket International
Hospital and the Czech Honorary
Consul for Phuket, told the Phuket
Gazette, “Mr Maeter could not get
off the bed for ayear. During that
time our hotel maid cleaned his
room brought him food and drink,
but he could not eat much.

“He refused to go a hospital or
stay anywhere else. He said he
wanted to die here,” he said.

“We contacted Mr Maeter’s
family in Germany and hisfriends
in Phuket, but he declined any help
from them,” Mr Anurak added.

With a full renovation of the
hotel scheduled to start on May
1, Mr Maeter was the last guest
to check out.

“We couldn’t leave him in the
hotel. He needed to be moved to a
hospital where he could receive
proper care,” Mr Anurak said.

Officers received a surprise
while gathering Mr Maeter’'s be-
longings to take with him to
hospital, Sen Sgt Mg Wichai said.

Tourist Police officers and medical staff prepare Mr Maeter for transfer

Continued on page 3  to Patong Hospital. Photo: Courtesy of the Phuket Tourist Police

City Police chief transferred over underage nlghtllfe staff
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By Chutharat Plerin

PHUKET City Police Superintendent Chote
Chitchai hasbeen removed from active duty
pending an investigation into underage staff
working at Phuket Town nightclubs.

Col Chote told the Gazette on Monday
that he received the instant transfer order
last Saturday, May 5.

“1 received the order from Phuket Pro-
vincial Police Commander Chonasit
Wattanavrangkul on Saturday to transfer to
Phuket Provincial Police Station as a spe-
cia assignment for 30 days.

“Today is a public holiday. | will report
to Phuket Provincial Police Station tomor-

Fly from Phuket to
Penang, Malaysia

row [Tuesday, May 8],” hetold the Gazette.

Phuket Provincial Police Deputy Com-
mander Sakchai Limcharoen has been
installed as Phuket City Police Acting
Superintendent during the 30-day period,
Col Chote said.

Asked what reason was given for the
immediate temporary transfer, Col Chote
explained, “ThisisMaj Gen Chonasit’sde-
cision. | will be back as Phuket City Police
Superintendent duty after the 30 days.”

“This is just a temporary assignment...
| have been ordered to ‘tighten up’ Phuket
City Police Station,” Col Sakchai told the
Gazette.

He added that the move follows reports

4x weekly

every Monday,
Wednesday, Friday
& Sunday

in the Thai-language media of underage
staff being found working in nightlife ven-
ues in Phuket Town. The minimum lega
agefor apersontowork inalicensed venue
is 18 years of age.

“The Commander [Ma Gen Chonasit]
sees this as very important. That's why |
have been assigned this task,” Col Sakchai
said.

“1 believe Col Chote will be re-instated
and | will resume my normal duties at
Phuket Provincial Station as soon as the
investigation is complete.

“However, it might take longer than 30
days to complete the investigation,” Col
Sakchai added.

Buy online now at
www.fireflyz.com.my

Buy at our Sales Counter

Floor 3, Room 302, Phuket International Airport,

Maikhao, Thalang, Phuket 83110, Thailand

P: +66 76351477 F: +66 76327312 E: phuket@fireflyz.com.my

*Flights and fares are subject to availability. Seats are limited and may not be available on all flights, public holiday, school breaks and weekends. Other terms and conditions apply

Phuket City Police Superlntendent Chote
Chitchai has been transferred to an inactive
post pending an initial investigation.
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POLICE are seeking a man seen
running from the site of a pre-
dawn arson attack at the Thalang
District Office compound at 4am
on Wednesday.

Firefighters took 15 minutesto
extinguish the blaze, with no
people reported injured, but the
fire destroyed a bamboo sala be-
side the old Thalang Community
Hadll.

Asthesalahasno electrical cir-
cuitry installed, officials believe
the fire was deliberately set.

Security guard Boonsoong
Boonchuay told the Gazette that
he noticed the flames just after he
reported in for his 4am shift. He

Police suspect arson in
District Office blaze

Firefighters took 15 minutes to
extinguish the blaze.

also saw aman in abalaclavarun-
ning from the area.
The incident has been reported
to Thalang District Security Divi-
sion chief Siripong Leeprasit, Mr
Boonsoong said.
— Thawit Bilabdullar

~ SilkAir now flies 4 times weekly
to Darwin, Australia.
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No lifeguards as surf
danger season arrives

By Chutharat Plerin

AS THE the southwest monsoon
setsin and Phuket enters the most
dangerous period for beach swim-
mers, the Phuket lifeguards have
yet to return to their towers at
popular tourist beaches along the
west coast.

The news comes as the Gazette
received confirmation that not a
single company or organization
bid for the government contract
to provide lifeguard services at
Phuket’s beaches.

It was the second time that no
one bid for the contract to pro-
vide life-saving services at
Phuket’'s key tourist attractions
since the previous agreement with
the Phuket Lifeguard Club expired
on April 2.

“We opened electronic bidding
twice but received no bids from
any organizations to provide life-
guard services. The second
bidding process ended April 26,”
an officer at the Phuket Provin-
cial Administration Organization
(OrBorJor) Tourism and Sports
Department told the Gazette.

“We are now winding up the
second round of electronic bid-
ding. We will call in the lifeguard
companies[who provided thelife-
guard services previously] to see

The tourists are still visiting the beaches, but swimming with no I|fe-
savers on patrol can be risky at this time of year. Photo: Chris Hudon

if we can come to an agreement,”
she added.

Phuket Lifeguard Club Presi-
dent Prathaiyut “Nut” Chuayuan
previously explained to the Gazette
that the main areas of concern for
the lifeguards were funding and a
lack of support to develop profes-
sional training to ensure qualified
lifeguards patrol the beaches.

“Last year was tough. We're
exhausted and some of us want
to take arest. | think it would be
fair if the OrBorJor opened the
bidding process to others. But if

they can’'t find anyoneto carry on
the service, we will do it. Our top
priority has always been public
safety,” he said.

However, the OrBorJor officer
the Gazette spoketo said, “We are
doing the best we can in accor-
dance with official procedures. If
we can come to an agreement, we
will pass the new contract on for
presidential approval.

“1 don’tthink it will takelonger
than a month, but we can’'t prom-
ise a date of when lifeguards will
be back on duty.”

Small aftershock spooks residents

AN AFTERSHOCK centered in
Thalang struck at 4:54am on May
4, waking some residents with a
loud bang, while others reported
feeling nothing at all.

“The epicenter of the after-
shock was at Latitude 8° 00" 36”
N, Longitude 98°21' 00" E. It was
almost at the same location as the
4.3 quake on April 16,” said
Sophon Chaira, of the Thai Me-
teorological Department (TMD)
Seismology Center in Bangkok.

“The small earthquake was just
an aftershock from the earthquake
on April 16. Our center recorded
the aftershock at 4:54am, regis-
tering 2.3 on the Richter scale,”
he added.

The seismometer at the earth-
guake monitoring center set up in
Srisoonthorn, which was the epi-

i v oe inchrurvr ol arssciated lasrn and wrcharges nefy. e dqueter a0 sabyect % chamgs tis 1 careney Bursetcn s
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20 Rishier Farthapaske af Talag P
The 2.3 Richter earthquake on
May 4 struck near the epicenter of
the 4.3 quake on April 16. Image: TMD

center of the April 16 quake, also
recorded the aftershock.

“Our canter detected the after-
shock at 4:54am. However, no one
here could feel the tremors,” said
Srisoonthorn Municipality public
relations officer Kanokthip
Ganganon.
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“Also, we have not received
any phone calls or reports from
Srisoonthorn residents about the
guake or any reports of damage
to houses,” she said.

“But an officer from Thalang
Police Station came here this
morning [May 4] and he said he
felt the quake at the police station
while he was on duty,” Ms
Kanokthip added.

Oneresident in Baan Manik, in
Srisoonthorn subdistrict, told the
Gazette that the earthquake woke
her family from their sleep.

“l was woken up by a loud
bang. | wasn’t sure whether it
was a lighting strike or an earth-
quake, but then | felt the tremors.
That confirmed what | heard was
from an earthquake,” she said.

— Chaiyot Yongcharoenchai
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Policeman held for street klllng

By Atchaa Khamlo

A PATONG police officer and his
brother have both been charged
with accessory to murder over a
fatal shooting in Phuket Town's
red-light district in the early hours
of May 4.

Phuket City Police Deputy Su-
perintendent Jamroon Plaiduang
told the Gazette that the shooting
occurred at about 2:30am in
Phuket Town’s infamous Phun
Phol Soi 11.

Pol Cpl Rachaporn Semaksorn,
currently serving at Patong Police
Station, and his brother
Dechaporn arrived in the narrow
street and pulled up on the oppo-
site side of the alley where
21-year-old Ekkasit Sangangam
was sitting on his parked motor-
bike.

Mr Ekkasit walked over to Cpl
Rachaporn and Dechaporn and
began arguing with the both of
them, said Col Jamroon.

Cpl Rachaporn, not in uniform
and off-duty at the time, appar-
ently pulled out his gun and shot
Mr Ekkasit in the left eye, then

Pol Cpl Rachaporn Semaksorn as
pictured on his Thai ID card.

sped off on his motorbike.

“Cpl Rachaporn and hisbrother
were arrested minutes later while
riding along Wichit Songkram
Road,” said Col Jamroon.

Rescue workers from the
nearby Kusoldharm Foundation,
whose headquarters is only one
street away, rushed Mr Ekkasit to
VachiraPhuket Hospital, where he
was pronounced dead on arrival.

“Cpl Rachaporn and Dechaporn
were held here at Phuket City Po-
lice Station after their arrest, but
they have now been transferred
to the holding cells at Phuket Pro-
vincial Court,” said Col Jamroon.

Phun Phol Soi 11, renowned as Phuket Town’s red-light dlstrlct Photo: Atchaa Khamlo

Both men have been initially
charged with accessory to murder.

Police have yet to charge Cpl
Rachaporn directly with the kill-
ing of Mr Ekkasit.

Col Jamroon told the Gazette
that police had yet to confirm
whether or not the shooting was
over a woman.

“There were no women present

when police arrived at the scene
[early on May 4].

“However, we are still continu-
ing our investigation into the
incident,” he said.

Veteran expat checked
out of hotdl, mto hospital

From page 1

“While we were collecting his
belongings, we found more than
100,000 baht in Thai baht and US
dollar banknotes. We have already
opened a bank account for him to
keep his money safe in the bank.

“We aso found a bankbook in
hisroom showing that he hasmore
than 1.2 million baht in his own
bank account,” Sen Sgt Maj
Wichai said.

Mr Anurak has volunteered to
keep Mr Maeter’s belongings safe
and to pay for his hospital treat-
ment until the German Embassy
in Bangkok is contacted and as-
sists in making alternative
arrangements, Sgt Payong ex-
plained.

A source familiar with the case
said the Embassy was aware of
the tragic situation, but could not
intervene because no laws were
broken.

Before Mr Maeter’ sdebilitating
condition set in, he returned home
to Germany several times during
his many years of stay at the ho-
tel, Mr Anurak recalled.

“Later hewasunableto go any-
where, so he stayed in the hotel
all thetime,” he said.

Tourist Police said Mr Maeter
was staying legally in Phuket on a
one-year visa.

Despite his condition, Mr
Maeter managed to obtain a new
passport from the German Em-
bassy with an issue date of
February 12 this year. The pass-
port listshisplaceand time of birth
as the city of Stettin, Germany in
1923. The town, now known as
Szczecin, lies in Poland's Baltic
region.

On On Hotel owner Anurak
Tansiriroj flanked by Phuket Tourist
Police officers Sen Sgt Maj Wichai
Boonruen (left) and Sgt Payong
Tipsombut. Photo: Phuket Tourist Police

The On On Hotel, which at 85
years old is reputedly the oldest
hotel in operation in Phuket, will
undergo renovation work into next
year, said Mr Anurak.

“We will hand over the opera-
tions to another Thai hotel
operator, but the name and style
of the On On Hotel will remainthe
same,” Mr Anurak said.

The renovations will see an
upgrade in the style and comfort,
aswell as an increase in the num-
ber of rooms, he said.

“However, we will have to in-
crease the room rates alittle bit to
ensure the prices keep pace with
current times,” Mr Anurak said.

Li E
COLLECTION

wwwi.liocollection.com
Tel. +66 76 325 585

Furniture and Interiors

Patong H

THE rainy season arrived in force
last Saturday and is already tak-
ingitstoll, causingalanddideaong
a stretch of Patong Hill road that
the Highways Department was
hoping to shore up by year’s end.

Sampawat Wannasangkam of
the Patong Municipality Depart-
ment of Disaster Mitigation and
Prevention said hisofficereceived
areport of thedideat around 9am.

As an emergency measure his
office coordinated with Patong
Police in erecting a barricade to
alert motorists to the danger.

“We are going to contact the
Phuket Highway Office see what
step to take next,” he said.

The deluges over May 4-5
caused minor flooding over low-
lying roads and caused strife for
at least two dive boats.

See page 6 for dive boat story

Tsawau1assisant

Phuket International Hospital

Il road dlides again

The section of Patong Hill Road slid away last Saturday exposed even
more soil to erosion. Photos: Chutharat Plerin
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Phuket Gazette readers overwhelmingly believe that speed cameras

would bring the most benefit to Phuket. Photo: PGTV

Speed radar voted
most helpful project

PHUKET Gazette readers over-
whelmingly think the installation
of radar speed cameras to moni-
tor road traffic and automatically
fine violators will be the most
helpful of six projects recently
approved for Phuket by Cabinet,
according to our most recent
onlinepoll.

In the poll launched March 23,
readers were asked which of six
projects approved by Cabinet dur-
ing the“Mobile Cabinet Meeting”,
headed by PrimeMinister Yingluck
Shinawatra, would do most to help
the province.

Morethan half of all the readers
who voted (52.8%) thought that
the 17-million-baht project toinstall
a network of radar speed cameras
would be the most beneficial.

The second most popular
choice, at 21%, was ‘Improve-
ments to Chao Fa East Road’:
20mn baht.

Third, at 16.5%, was “Monkey

cheek” reservoirs to supply the
Phuket City Waterworks author-
ity: 25mn baht.

Fourth, at 4.5%, was a water
pipeline from Baan Bangjo to
Phuket International Airport:
24.8mn baht.

Fifth, at 3.6%, was Marine
navigation lighting system
improvements. 17.3mn baht.

Sixth, at 1.6%, was develop-
ment of Baan Phraya Wichit
Songkram historical site: 9.1mn
baht.

The speed camera project was
the top choice among all three
demographics. Almost three-quar-
ters (72%) of tourists chose this
option, followed by 57% of Thais
and 47% of local foreign residents.

Local foreign residentswerefar
more likely (27%) to opt for im-
provements to Chao Fa East Road
than their Thai counterparts (11%)
or tourists (7%).

— Phuket Gazette

Phuket Town cables
going underground

By Kritsada Mueanhawong

PHASE two of the project to
remove the unsightly cables that
have been obscuring the classic
Sino-Portuguese shopfronts along
the streets of Old Phuket Town
for decades continues this Satur-
day when workers will pull down
the power poles along Deebuk
Road.

Theremoval of the power poles
on Deebuk Road this Saturday
follows the removal of overhead
power cables and the correspond-
ing power poleson Krabi Road last
weekend.

The Phuket Provincial Electric-
ity Authority (PEA) completed
phase one of the project along
Thalang Road in late 2010 and
planned to start phase two in
March 2011.

Although the project suffered
delays, the PEA has now finished
laying underground cables along
Krabi and Deebuk Roads, and has
since started partial work on the
section of Thepkrasattri Road that
passes through the area.

The second phase of the project
will cost about 39 million baht in
total, with PEA putting up 26mn
baht and Phuket City Municipal-
ity allotting another 13mn baht to
see the project finished.

“After the PEA removes al of
the power poles, Phuket City
Municipality will take care of the
road. We will repair the road
surface back to normal as soon
aspossible,” Kraingsak Chuchart-
phong, director of the Phuket City
Municipality Public Works Divi-
sion told the Gazette.

“The PEA informed usthat they
will come to remove the power
poles on Deebuk road this com-

A Lo Fion Resoit

Patong mm-ﬁ“ 1”?‘ T -_...

s S,

Behind schedule and with possible delays in sorting out the telephone
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cables, the project to bury Phuket Old Town’s electricity supply lines has
been generally well received by residents. Photo: Kritsada Mueanhawong
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With Thalang, Krabi and Deebuk
roads complete, only Thepkrasattri
Road remains before phase three
can start.

ing Saturday [May 12]. As soon
as the PEA have done with their
part, we will go to take care of
ours,” he said.

Despite nearly everything going
to plan so far, the underground
section along Thepkrasattri Road
has been put on hold while an
unforeseen problem is resolved.

The problem lies with the con-
centration of existing telephone
cables in that area that feed into
the main telephone exchange
nearby.

“Work on installing the cables
underground from the Tua Poh
furniture store at the Thaew Nam
Intersection to Aram Bridge on
Phuket Road is still underway,”
said Mr Kraingsak.

“It will take a while before we
can proceed with installing the
electrical cables in that area
underground, so to prevent traf-
fic congestion in the meantime we
have filled in the road excavation
to allow traffic to pass until the
telephone cable issue is sorted
out,” he said.

Reaction to the completion of
phase one was generally positive,
but locals reported the traffic con-
gestion as “terrible” while the
work was underway.

Hitman

By Atchaa Khamlo

PHUKET City Police on Monday
arrested an alleged hit-man and
cop killer wanted in connection
with two murders last year, one
in Phuket and one in Trang.

Samut “Moot” Keukgong, 44,
was arrested by Phuket City
Police at about 3:30pm at a
snooker hall in Rassada, said the
Phuket City Police report.

Mr Samut signed a statement
denying acharge of premeditated
murder in the first case, claiming
that he was acting in self-defense
when he killed Sompong “Jack”
Inchao-na outside his home in
Rassada Village 3 on March 24
last year.

After his 18-year-old son was
chased back to his home in Soi
Saithong by four men yelling
threats, he confronted the group,
one of whom was Mr Sompong,
he told police.

“1 was furious. | went into the
house and got a knife. My son

cop killer

Confessed killer Samut ‘Moot’
Keukgong, who made a living
stealing boats before changing his
career to contract Kkiller.

followed me back outside. | told
the men to go away, but one of
them kept kicking the gate, try-
ing to get inside,” he said.

“Mr Sompong and | fought. |
am not entirely sure what hap-
pened, but | ended up stabbing
the man several times,” Mr Samut
told police.
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Scores of poor turn out for annual aI ms festlval

PHUKET: More than 1,000 of
Phuket's poorest people were at
the Kusoldharm Foundation head-
quarters in Phuket Town on Tues-
day to receive donations of food
as part of the annual Te Krajard
merit-making ceremony.

Starting at 2:30pm, Foundation
President Benjawan Tamphanuwat
led Kusoldham workers in hand-
ing out 4,800 packs of rice, each
weighing five kilograms, as well
as packs of other dry foodstuffs.

Most of the recipients were
from local sea gypsy communi-
ties.

The event marks the birthday
of the Chinese God Hui Joh, who

Kusoldharm Foundatlon President
Benjawan Tamphanuwat led the
merit-making drive on Tuesday.

is highly revered by Phuket's eth-
nic Chinese community, explained
Ms Benjawan.

“Today, we handed out schol-
arships of 2,000 baht each to 200
poor students studying at 18 local

schools in Phuket. We also gave
sacks of rice to 28 schools, with
each school receiving 250kg of
rice,” she said.

“We do this twice a year. We
also hand out donations of rice to
schools during the Por Tor cer-
emony [an annual Chinesefestival
to celebrate longevity],” she
added.

“However, TeKrajard [literally
“strike the tray”] merit-making is
a part of the Kusoldham
Foundation's annual activities to
achieve our goal of providing help
to people in need in Phuket,” Ms
Benjawan said.

— Kritsada Mueanhawong

More than 1,000 people, most from Phuket sea gypsy communities, turned
up to receive donations of food. Photos: Kritsada Mueanhawong

Golden Den’ runsout of Iuck

From page 1

Ms Chantana, recognizing that
the weapon was a fake, produced
her own “real” handgun. Unfor-
tunately Mr Krittasak was quick
enough to snatch it from her hands
and continue the robbery.

With gold necklaces and cash
valued at 6 million baht in hand,
Mr Krittasak fled the scene on a
Honda motorcycle, which was
later found parked in a housing
estate in Wichit. Police inquiries
at the time showed that the get-
away bike had been rented in
Patong and further questioning of
residents revealed that Mr
Krittasak had been collected by a
blue Ford. Despiteapoliceisland-
wide cordon, Mr Krittasak made
good his escape.

However, hisliberty lasted only
11 months. On May 4, Bangkok
Police knocked on his door. A
search found enough incriminating
evidence — stolen gold, a .38 re-
volver with ammunition and
clothing Mr Krittasak wore during

robberies — to ensure his arrest.

Mr Krittasak was taken to Re-
gion 8 Police Headquartersin Surat
Thani, where he was quickly put
on display to the media.

Region 8 Police Commander Lt
Gen Santi Pensute said of Mr
Krittasak, “He would pick gold
shopswith poor security measures
and that were near intersections,
because it was easier to get
away... He always planned his
escape route before committing
the robbery.”

At a police-organized press
conference, Mr Krittasak admit-
ted to robbing four gold shops.
The first in Bangkok in Decem-
ber 2008, followed by another two
during 2010, also in Bangkok. Mr
Krittasak's last foray was to
Phuket. All combined Mr Krittasak
claims that the value of the loot
amounted to about 11.5mn baht,
most of which remains unac-
counted for.

It was during the third robbery
when things went wrong and a
shopkeeper was shot, injured in a

caught In Rassada

However, the murder of Pol

only received 12,000 baht, he

Snr Sgt Mg Jaroon . . said.
Toomphan, 52, in | was hired to kill Beforefleeing
Trang, was a con- i Phuket and
tract Kkilling, Mr ap()llceman' There committing the
Samut confessed. was aconflict assassination in
“I was hired to Trang province,
kill a policeman. between somelocal Mr Samut had
There was a conflict V|Ilage heads been making a
between some local . living in Phuket
village heads [Phu  [PhuYai Baan] by stealing loca
Yai Baan] over some over someland’ boatsand selling

land.

The police officer, Jamroon,
wanted to settle the dispute
through negotiation,” Mr Samut
explained.

At about 10pm on November
12, Mr Samut was among three
men who drove to Sgt Maj
Jaroon’s house and waited at the
gateintheir pickup truck, he said.

Mr Samut, who was the gun-
man in the hit, shot Sgt Maj
Jaroon as soon as he opened the
door, he told the police.

He was supposed to get
500,000 baht for the killing, but

them, a Phuket
City Police officer said.

“PAINT
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All types of wall finishes
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Lime Wash - Milk Paint - Boncote
Rust - Patina Green - Liquid Zinc
French Wash and much more

Phuket Bangkok
3 Yeak Wat Naka Bangna Trad km 5

089.663.5200 www.paintfx.asia

Empty shelves at the Thong Thanet gold shop in Phuket Town following
the robbery in June last year. Photo: Yodsak Jarana

struggle for the .38 revolver that
the employee had produced.

“I am sorry for what | have done
and didn’t mean to harm anyone.
Theonly reason the shopkeeper was
injured was because the gun fired
by itself,” Mr Krittasak said at the
press conference.

Laser
Call Center

“l always knew | would be
caught in the end,” he added.

The gold was sold and the
money used on what he described
as “luxury living”. Good natured
throughout all public appearances
since hisarrest, Mr Krittasak pos-
tured his hands with a wai and

The most gentle way,
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International LASIK Center
+662-939-6006, +668-9928-2020

' LASER
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The most advanced bladeless LASIK technology. using laser in every steps of LASIK treatment.

apologized to the shop owners
when they came to identify him.

“1 will be agood man when get
out,” he said. “If | had a chance
to enter the Buddhist monkhood,
| wouldn’t leaveit.”

A large crowd gathered at the
Yee Teng complex in Phuket Town
on May 6 to watch the re-enact-
ment of the Thong Thanet gold
shop robbery. Once again the sus-
pect gave the owners of the
family-run business an apologetic
wai upon entering the shop.

Ms Chantana told Gazette, “I
am glad police finally caught the
bandit. We lost 221 baht-weight
in gold, avalue of about 6 million
baht. Only about 10 baht-weight
of gold was returned, a value of
about 200,000 baht. Recovery of
the remainder is now in the hands
of the criminal justice system.”

The shop rewarded the police
who tracked down and arrested
“Golden Den” with 100,000 baht

Mr Krittasak wastransferred to
acell at Phuket Court to await his
arraignment hearing.

NYlr 1ision

* International LASIK Center
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All safe after dive boat rescue

By Chaiyot Yongcharoenchai
and Isaac Stone Simonelli

STORM weather cracked the hull
of adive boat as it was returning
to Phuket last weekend, forcing
the captain to ground the vessel
and call for assistance.

None of the 16 people on board
were reported as suffering any
injuriesin theincident.

Narong Chaimo, general man-
ager of Kamala Dive Center, who
organized the dive tour, said in a
public statement that at about
4:30pm on May 4 the captain of
the Parapis 7 sent a distress call
to the Royal Thai Navy, Marine
Police, speedboat operators and
nearby dive boats.

The first boat to render assis-
tance was from Andaman Ocean
Safaris, with tour leader and dive
instructor Niklas Komradsval on
board.

“Our boat and the KamalaDive
Center boat [rented from and op-
erated by Aloha] made the second
dive on the lee side of Phi Phi Lel
Island because of the wind,” said
Mr Komradsval.

“When we rounded the island,
we started to run into some bigger

it

VXK KA MALADI YECENTERCOM
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The boat was perched in the lee of the island, allowing Andaman Ocean Safaris’ boat safe access. Photo: Tom Booth

waves. But the size of the wave
wasn't the problem, it was the fre-
guency of the waves,” he added.
About 35 minutes later, Mr
Komradsval received the Parapis
7 distresscall. Beforewe got there
we saw smoke rising from the
boat, so that meant the engine was
under the water, he explained.

“We took about 25 minutes to
safely get to their boat. By then,
their engine had failed. So we had
to send seven of our instructors
into the water with floatation de-
vices to help everyone over to our
boat,” he said.

“For what | saw, they were
doing the right thing. They went

into the shallow area near Gai Is-
land, which immediately put
everyone into safety. They were
on the lee side of the island, so by
thetimewetransported the people
to our boat we were in flat wa-
ter,” Mr Komradsval explained.
David Minnaar, owner of An-
daman Ocean Safaris, said the

incident highlighted water safety
concerns.

“It was such an unfortunate
event... It was just a combination
of freak wave and wrong angle
of the boat,” Mr Minnaar said.

Andaman Ocean Safaris can-
celled their last dive scheduled for
the day after retrieving the tour-
ists and crew, to give them
enough time to slowly and safely
make it back to Phuket and so
they could also assist Southern
Siam Divers, who were in need
of an extra bilge pump.

Everyone was already on board
Andaman Ocean Safaris boat by
the time the Phuket Marine Police
arrived at 6:20pm.

“1f we can see evidence that the
ship has been checked regularly,
its passed inspections and its
documentation in order then there
most likely won’t be any charges
filed against the company,” said
Lt Jeerayuth Onthong of the
Phuket Marine Police.

All necessary safety equipment
was on board, said Mr Narong in
his statement.

The incident is now under the
investigation process by Muang
Krabi Police station.

CHANINTR LIVING
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Tsunami aid center tar geted

By Kritsada Mueanhawong

FIRE broke out at the Austria-
Phuket Community Center in
Phuket Town on the night of May
4, the second blaze there in less
than 24 hours.

Police suspect teenagers, who
they believe likely broke into the
building to take drugs, were re-
sponsible for starting both fires.

Phuket City Police at 9:10pm
received a report of the fire from
residentsin the densely-popul ated
area, to the east of Phuket Town.

By the time Phuket City Police
arrived at the scene, they found
Phuket City Municipality
firefighters  assisted by
Kusoldharm Foundation workers
putting out the blaze, which broke
out in a large storage room.

It only took firefighters 10 min-
utes to bring the flames under
control. Subsequent inspection
revealed damage to tables, chairs,
public relations signs and part of
the ceiling.

The cause of the blaze has yet
to be fully investigated, but police
found drug paraphernalia, includ-
ing a pipe used to smoke ya ice
(crystal methamphetamine), at the
scene of the fire that broke out at
the center just 20 hours earlier,
damaging the women'’s restroom
on the second floor.

On that occasion Phuket City
Police and other officers rushed
to the scene, where they met up
with Rassada Community Volun-
teer Police and Kusoldharm
Rescue Foundation workers, who

by arson gang athird time

The latest fire in a storeroom caused damage to the roof and destroyed
tables, chairs and signboards. Photos: Kritsada Mueanhawong

The first fire caused damage to the
women’s restroom at the center.

had already successfully doused
the blaze with fire extinguishers.

Local residentstold police they
teenagers enter the building before
the fire broke out on May 3.

The fire at the center was the
third in recent weeks. The first,
on April 21, caused minor dam-
age to another storage room.

Police suspect that teenage drug
addicts started the fires.

TheAustria-Phuket Community
Center was set up in the aftermath
of the 2004 tsunami to serve as a
child care center, a basic health
care center linked to the nursery,
a handicraft center, a public li-
brary, a skills training center and
apublic park for theimpoverished
.community living in the area.



May 12 - 18, 2012

PHUKET NEWS

PHUKET GAZETTE 7

Andaman Provinces dig In
to combat coastal erosion

PHUKET hasjoined an Andaman-
wide project spearheaded by the
Prince of Songkla University
(PSU) Haad Yai Campus to com-
bat coastal erosion throughout the
region.

At the recent sea gypsy Loy
Reua ceremony at Laem Tukkae
last weekend, newly-elected
Rassada Mayor Phudit Ruksarag
explained to the Gazette that
Rassada Municipality was work-
ing with the PSU Haad Yai Campus
and aninformal organization dedi-
cated to combating coastal erosion
throughout Southern Thailand.

“l have already sent our plan
for rebuilding the Laem Tukkae
seawall to the PSU for them to
study as it needs specialist input.
This didn’t happen with the pre-
vious seawall and it didn’t last,”
he said.

Large waves brought on by the
wet-season monsoon last year
damaged homes at the small sea
gypsy community, forcing villag-
ers to seek refuge with family
members or even sleep outdoors.

At least eight houses suffered
damage, altogether home to 53
people.

This year, Mayor Phudit
expects that employing outside
assistance will push the project
cost to about 30 million baht, as
opposed to 17mn baht for the old
seawall, which fell apart within
months.

“We need to study factors such
as wave action and the specific
environment as it needs a unique
design. It's not only about build-
ing the wall, after deciding on a
plan we need to hold a public
hearing to ensure villagers agree
with it,” Mayor Phudit said.

Sawad Samukpong, one of the

Breached sea defences at Laem
Tukkae village.

Mayor Phudit Ruksarag backs the
anti-erosion plan.

members of the informal group
formed to combat coastal erosion,
explained to the Gazettethat apre-
vious plan to stave off coastal
erosion throughout the South was
drawn up, but never implemented.
Now his team intends to put a
pilot plan into practice in a few
locations to see how it works to
prevent further coastal erosion.
“Phuket suffers serious coastal
erosion at Bang Tao Beach in Ka-
mala, at Rawal, at Nai Yang Beach
and at the Laem Tukkae seagypsy
village on Koh Sireh,” he said.
To facilitate input into the new
plan, a large seminar was sched-
uled to be held at the KatinaHotel
in Phuket Town on Thursday this

Top Phuket cop sayssnakeshow
arson possibly bus n&ssrelated

PHUKET Provincid Police
Commander Chonasit
Wattanavrangkul on May
1 inspected the scene of
the arson attack at the
Phuket Healthy Nutriment
and Snake Show on Soi
Ta-iad in Chaong.

“Our investigation has
led usto rule out personal
conflict as it seems the
security guard, Anuchit
Chaithongngarm, did not
have any ongoing conflicts with
others. The only motive left is a
business conflict,” said Mg Gen
Chonasit.

“Many businesses like this are
opening. This has led to competi-
tion,” he added.

“We checked the CCTV and
saw four suspects who arrived at
the shop by car. We are checking
other security cameras to see how
they got away. We will have the
suspects arrested as soon as pos-
sible,” Gen Chonasit said.

The fire and the damage. Photo Atchaa Khamlo

Security guard Mr Anuchit
remains comatose in hospital after
being knocked unconscious by his
attackers. Although he regained
his senses long enough to escape
and raisethealarm, helater lapsed
into a coma.

“Heisstill inacomaat the |CU
at Vachira Phuket Hospital,” said
Kongpol Phanuek, of Phuket
Healthy Nutriment.

“Heisin astable condition, but
is not showing any signs of
improvement,” he added.

Experts fear that without adequate defences, the Rawai seawall will not
the only casualty of relentless pounding by the sea. Photos Atchaa Khamlo

week to discuss and decide on a
general practical plan to combat
coastal erosion along theAndaman
coast, he added.

The seminar, organized by De-
partment of Marine and Coastal
Resources and PSU Phuket Cam-
pus, is the direct result of Prime
Minister Yingluck Shinawatrarais-
ing coastal erosion as a topic of
concern at the mobile Cabinet
meeting in Phuket in March.

At that Cabinet meeting, the
Engineering Faculty at the PSU
Haad Yai Campuswas assigned to
co-ordinate the drawing up of the
Six-province plan.

“ Attending that seminar will be
provincial and local government

Lyt

RE KATA

CLUR ON THE BEACH

representativesfrom the Andaman
provinces and the relevant NGOs
[non-governmental organiza-
tions],” Mr Sawad said.

“After the seminar in Phuket,
wewill hold smaller, area-specific
meetingsintheAndaman provinces
of Ranong, Phang Nga, Krabi,
Trang, Satun and Phuket,” said
Mr Sawad.

“Wewill also study al thedam-
age points because those places
have different sets of problems.
Once that is done we can then put
the pilot plan into action in spe-
cific locations, and after that
regquest the budget to carry out the
full plan,” he added.

— Atchaa Khamlo

7th-28th May - Seafood Festwal

More than 30 donors gave blood at
the Big C supercenter this week,
but the Red Cross needs more.

Red Crosson
the prowl for
mor e blood

THE Phuket Regional Blood Cen-
ter (RBC) has stepped up its
mobile blood collection campaign
as blood stocks are dangerously
low following the annual Songk-
ran Festival last month, which re-
sulted in asurgein road accidents
in the region.

The Phuket RBC, run by the
Thai Red Cross Society, isrespon-
siblefor collection of blood stocks
in Phang Nga, Krabi, Trang, Satun
and Ranong as well as Phuket.

Kanda Thawonnila, a Thai Red
Cross official who works at the
center in Saphan Hin, saidthe RBC
will conduct 29 mobile collection
campaigns this month to restore
stocks to acceptable levels.

Especially needed are donations
of A+ and B+ blood types.

The RBC a so values donations
of rhesus-negative blood types,
which arefar less common among
Thais than Caucasians. However,
stocks of negative blood are cur-
rently adequate, Ms Kanda said.

Staff at the mobile collection
held at Big C Supercenter told the
Gazette that they received agood
response, with more than 30
donorsrolling up their sleeves to
help others in need.

For details about the mobile
blood clinics, contact the Phuket
Regional Blood Center. T: 076-
251178. E: phuketrbc@yahoo.com
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Teenage boy
rues injected
‘bid for big’

A 16-YEAR-OLD boy is regret-
ting following the latest craze in
Prachuap Khiri Khan Province af-
terinjectingoliveail into hispenis
in abid to makeit larger.

Theboy’s member isrotten and
has stopped working as it should,
with a high risk the organ may
have to be amputated.

Mr Boy (not hisreal name) said
he bought a small bottle of olive
oil and used a syringe to inject it
into the skin of his penis because
he wished it were bigger.

But it soon became infected,
started to sting and became swol-
len, with alargewound in the side.

Mr Boy said that urinating be-
came very painful and his penis
could no longer become erect,
forcing him to go to a hospital to
seek treatment.

The teenager said that the prac-
tice had become popular with boys
in his area, though most of them
did not know about the potential
side effects.

A doctor at the hospital where
Mr Boy is being treated said his
condition was now reaching a
critical stage.

Thedoctor said it wasno longer
possible to return Mr Boy’s penis
to its normal state as many of the
skin cells had been destroyed.

— Sanook.com

Speeding express mail truck flips over no |njur|&e

Southbound traffic was backed up more
than two kilometers by the resulting impasse.

Satitpong Phanthu, the 39-year-old driver,
was standing uninjured by the truck.

“We had just picked up mail and parcels
| was moving at high

THE driver of an express mail service truck
will be charged with negligent driving and
property damage after his delivery truck
crossed over a median strip and overturned
on Phuket's main road from Phuket Town to
the airport on Tuesday afternoon.

Thalang Police were notified of the
accident on Thepkrasattri Road at 3:30pm.

Arriving at the scene with Phuket
Kusoldharm Foundation workers they found
a six-wheeled Hino truck overturned in the
middle of the road, its front wheels partially

ripped from the chassis.

from the post offices...
speed when | had to swerve to avoid a motor-
bike that cut me off,” said Mr Satitpong.
The dynamics were reminiscent of the
horror smash in Phang Nga in February that
left four Swedish youths and their Thai

driver dead.

— Thawit Bilabdullar

Mr Satitpong swerved to avoid a motorbike.

600 cyclists arrive with mangrove

Kritsada Mueanhawong

seedlingsfor Krabi's annlversary

A CYCLING enthusiast impressed
crowds at the 140th anniversary
of Krabi Town over the weekend,
managing to pedal al theway from
Greater Bangkok with hisdisabled
father riding along in a three-
wheeler and carrying mangrove
seedlings.

Kittipong K ongkaew, who runs
acoffee shop in Tibet, wasamong
members of the Thai Cycling For
Health Association that set off
from Samut Prakan on May 1 to
attend the Krabi Town
municipality’s 140" anniversary
celebrations on May 6.

The event marked King
Chulalongkorn (RamaV) granting
Krabi the status of a town, under
the administration of Nakhon Sri
Thammarat, in 1872.

About 600 cyclists set off from
Samut Prakan with 980 lamphu
mangrove tree seedlings to be
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The group of cyclists brought 980 ‘lamphu’ mangrove tree seedlings.

planted in Krabi as part of the
celebrations.
But Mr Kittipong had morethan

a seedling to transport over the
800-kilometer distance. Riding
behind him in a tricycle was his

elderly dad, beaming with pleasure
at the views after
housebound for years.

Despite the extra weight, Mr
Kittipong arrived with the other
yellow-shirted riders after five
days on the road.

“I live in Tibet, but | make it
home from time to time,” said the
native of Nonthaburi province, just
north of Bangkok.

“My dad isill and doesn’t get
to go anywhere, so when my
friends invited me to cycle to
Krabi, | decided to take him along.
The idea was to make him happy
as well as take part in the man-
grove planting event. It worked.
He isreally having a good time,”
he said.

Krabi  Governor Prasit
Osathanon welcomed the cyclists
at a ceremony in the morning, af-
ter which the group rode off to a
nearby mangrove forest to plant
the seedlings.

being

Dome's parents send thanks to Phuket

THE parents of Jaruwat “Dome”
Cheawaram, who last Sunday
won the national singing contest
The Star 8, on May 5 publicly
thanked the people of Phuket and
all Dome's fans around the coun-
try for their support.

Dome's parents, Tawatchai and
Raewadee Cheawaram, also an-
nounced that Dome will sing at
the opening ceremony of the Thai-
land National Youth Games in
Phuket on May 26.

Joining Mr and Mrs Cheawaram
at the press conference, held at the
offices of the Sator 24 Group in
Phuket Town on May 4, were
Phuket MP Raywat Areerob and
Sator 24 Group leader and Khon
Rak Phuket Club (“People who
Love Phuket Club”) representative
Boonsuppa Tantai.

The Sator 24 Group isan aumni
club for former students of Phuket
Wittayalai School, where Dome
graduated two years ago.

The group set up the fund that
paidfor thebillboard opposite Cen-
tral Festival Phuket that features
the photo of Dome and carried a
message of support for him.

Domeisnow asecond-year law
student at Thammasat University,

“On behaf of the Cheawaram
family, | would like to thank the

Ezma'mﬁ
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Dome’s family and supporters give a thumbs-up for Phuket’s support.

people of Phuket and al the people
across the country who have
shown their support for Dome,”
said Mrs Raewadee.

Mrs Raewadee commended her
son’s commitment to supporting
his family while finishing high
school and supporting the family
through his singing.

“We have been through alot of
difficult timestogether, especially
when Dome's father was still in
hospital. He was in Matthayom 6
[grade 12] of Phuket Wittayalai
School at that time,” Mrs
Raewadee said.

“Dome had to support the fam-
ily by singing in many restaurants
in Phuket. Each night after he fin-
ished singing, he went to stay with
hisfather in hospital. Then hewent
to school every morning.

“During the competition, we
aways supported him, telling him
to fight on and not to give up,”
said Mrs Raewadee.

Looking to Dome's future, Mrs
Raewadee said she understood if
Dome wanted to pursue a career
in singing, but that she would pre-
fer he complete hislaw degreefirst.

— Kritsada Meuanhawong
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Factory blasts relgnlte conflict

AN EXPLOSION at the Map Ta
Phut industrial estate in Rayong
has killed 12 and refueled a long-
running conflict between industri-
alists and local residents over the
safety of the facilities located at
the site.

Most of those killed were em-
ployees at the chemical factory
run by Bangkok Synthetics Co
(BST), where the blast took place
on the afternoon of May 5.

In response to the explosion,
which also injured more than 100
people, Prime Minister Yingluck
Shinawatra set up a committee to
probe whether the accident had
resulted in chemical contamination
of the surrounding area.

The day after the blast, the
premier visited the scene as well
as injured workers in Rayong
Hospital.

Rayong Governor Seni
Jittakasem said the authorities

were able to prevent severe
chemical leakage, but added that
residents eyesand skin were still
at risk [from residua vapor].

A local community action
group, the Eastern People's Net-
work, said it planned to file
lawsuits against BST over the ac-
cident.

The network is aso calling for
the operating licence of AdityaBirla
Chemicals to be withdrawn fol-
lowing achemical leak at its Map
Ta Phut factory on Sunday.

Suthi Atchasai, leader of the
Eastern People’'s Network, said a
meeting with Map Ta Phut villag-
erswould be held to sound out their
opinionsabout thefiling of lawsuits.

“The company’s directors and
executives must be held fully re-
sponsiblefor this,” hesaid, adding
that the incident was the result of
non-compliance with safety mea-
sures, which had rocked investor
confidence and caused pain and
suffering among thefamilies of the

The Map Ta Phut estate has
long been a source of controversy.
Over the last decade, the estate
has been the subject of numerous
protests by local residents groups

L s <

The Eastern People’s Network is conS|der|ng taklng Iegal action agamst Map Ta Phut. Photo: The Nation

who claimed that its petrochemical
factories had caused thousands of
local residents to develop cancer.
The Eastern People's Network
was among several groups that
filed a lawsuit against the estate

L ese majeste convict
‘Uncle SM S’ dies, 61

AN ELDERLY man serving one of
the harshest sentences ever im-
posed for insulting the monarchy
has died.

Amphon “Ah Kong” Tang-
noppaku, whose nickname means
“grandfather” in Chinese, was
handed down a 20-year sentence
in November last year on charges
of committing lese majeste.

The 61-year-old, who was
known to be battling mouth can-
cer, died at 9am on May 8 after
being sent to the prison hospital
from Bangkok Remand Prison.

Corrections Department chief
Suchart Wongananchai said Mr
Amphon had been suffering from
stomach pain since May 4.

Mr Suchart added that he was
waliting for theresults of an autopsy

to confirm the cause of death.

Mr Amphon’s lawyer, Anon
Ampa of Rassadornprasong Law
Office, said on his Facebook page
that it was believed Mr Amphon
had died from cancer.

He was arrested on August 3,
2010 and convicted on November
23 last year.

Mr Anon recently withdrew his
client’s appeal, as the elderly man
wished to ask for a roya pardon.

Mr Amphon’s conviction was
based on allegations that he sent
four text messages disparaging
HM Queen Sirikit to a cellphone
belonging to an assistant of
former premier Abhisit Vejjajiva
The crime led the mediato nick-
name him “Uncle SMS”.

Several activists have clamed

Amphon “Ah Kong” Tangnoppaku
died in prison. Photo The Nation

that there was little evidence to
prove Mr Amphon had sent the
messages and that he did not even
know how to send atext message.

Workers plunge

THREE workers fell to their
deaths from Thailand’s tallest
building on May 7 after a cable
supporting the platform they were
standing on snapped.

Two other men, who were also
on the platform, survived after
clingingtoit until they wererescued
from the 68th floor of the 89-story
Baiyoke Tower |1 building.

The men were installing an
advertising billboard when the
tragedy occurred. The platform
reportedly tilted sharply, causing

them to fall.

The men’s bodies were found
on an outdoor mini-golf driving
range on the 18th floor, next to a
swimming pool on the 20th floor
and on a 36th floor balcony.

Police spokesman Thamarak
Reungdit told AFP that the two
survivors suffered only minor
injuries and were being treated in
hospital.

“A forensic team will
investigate how it happened and
whether or not the platform was

to death

overloaded,” he said.

Ma Gen Anuchai Lekbamrung,
a deputy chief of the Bangkok
Metropolitan Police, later told
MCOT that the platform had
broken because it was carrying
five people, over its rated
capacity.

Standing at 304 meters in
height, The Baiyoke Tower Il is
a distinctive feature of the
Bangkok skyline.

The upper floors comprise a
hotel and restaurant.

with the Administrative Court,
which in 2009 ruled to suspend
76 projects for one year pending
review.

The move forced the Abhisit
Vejjgjiva-led government to re-

€2 Special B

spond to the groups’ demands,
which included the establishment
of an Independent Health and En-
vironmental Committee aswell as
the introduction of further safety
measures.

Promotion
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Needed: Common
sense, not seawalls

FUNDING for projects to “combat” erosion along the Andaman
coast through construction of seawalls, jetties and similar struc-
tures would be better spent on environmentally-sound projects
like sand-dune stabilization, mangrove reforestation and better
enforcement of laws that regulate shoreline construction.

Trying to conquer the forces of time and tide is the quintes-
sential exercise in futility. This is especially true along Phuket’'s
western coastline, with its strong southwest monsoon season cur-
rents and pounding wave action.

A child building a sandcastle on a beach quickly learns a lesson
that seems to elude many government officials. Even a sea turtle,
with its tiny brain, knows it needs to get well above the high-tide
mark to safely lay its eggs.

Yet here in Phuket, we continue to see one money-wasting
project after another built too close to shore. Crumbling seawalls
create an eyesore and are a public danger along many popular
tourist beaches. The politicians who authorize spending for these
projects are apparently less concerned with the long-term pros-
pects of containing the sea than the immediate short-term
benefits to individuals.

A 17-million-baht seawall built to protect the sea gypsy com-
munity at Laem Tukkae on Koh Sireh in Rassada didn’t last a
single monsoon season, yet officials there are already planning a
replacement structure that will cost about twice as much (see
page 7). Let’s hope the sea gypsies pass on some of their knowl-
edge about the sea to the academics and politicians during the
public-hearing process.

Perhaps the best example of our inability to accept the power
of sea currentsis theill-fated Coral Reef Squadron, a collection
of decommissioned aircraft sunk in Bang Tao Bay a few years
ago to serve as a recreational dive site.

Despite being chained to huge concrete blocks, the sunken
aircraft were quickly swept away during their first monsoon sea-
son. Bits of their remains have reportedly been spotted as far
north as Ranong.

Our elected leaders persist in a fallacious, tin-mining-era
mentality insofar as the sea is concerned. A well-known local
politician once even seriously suggested a few years back that
the runway at Phuket International Airport be extended out
into the sea off Mai Khao Beach, so that larger aircraft could
land there. Good grief.

Whether one accepts or rejects the idea that mankind’s activi-
ties are responsible for the current rise in sea levels, the fact
that they are rising is not in dispute. We need to accept this
reality and show the sea the due respect that our ancestors did.

We should enjoy the coastline for what it is, an ever-changing
interface between land and sea — not a battleground in a Man
versus Nature war.
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Sunsat on Sol Sunrise

It's become a dismal sight
walking from Chalong Circle to
the pier. Soi Sunrise, or Soi
Hippocrocadillapig as many refer
to it, has changed forever.

In the first half of the road al-
most all the bars have closed their
doors or been pulled down.

Ther€'s hearsay of rents going
up by amost threetimesto persuade
tenants to move on.

So what will it become?

I’ve heard unsubstantiated
chatter that it'sall going to end up
selling diver-oriented servicesand
trivia with an intentional absence
of bars.

Lower down the road, which
apparently isn't owned by a dive
company, the rumor is more shop
houses are being built.

Whatever happens, it'll be a
shameif it just ends up as boring
and sterile-looking as the new
buildingsgoing up in Kata-Karon
and elsewhere.

RIP Soi Hippocrocadilla.

BlueSkies
Chalong

Ask an expert, cause
we haven't aclue

As you know a strong earth-
guake occurred in Srisoonthorn
on April 16 and was followed by
more than 100 after-shocks.

| live in Srisoonthorn and my
neighborsand | aretill feelingand
hearing about two to three after-
shocks every day.

We in Thalang are still afraid
every time an after-shock happens;
the last occurred just a few hours
ago.

Unfortunately, no reporter, no
newspaper and no “officials’ are
speaking about these events any
more.

The worst part is that even the
Thai Meteorological Department
(TMD) doesn’t report the after-
shocks that we are feeling

to the Editor

anymore. Strange, because the
TMD can report 1.0 Richter trem-
orsin Chiang Mai!

| think it would be both inter-
esting and useful for us in
Thalang if the Phuket Gazette
could reinterview a (TMD) ge-
ologist, or aprofessor of geology
in Bangkok, to explain a little
more about how ‘things’
seismically are going now? And
tell uswhat will probably happen
in the future?

Lastly, how is the work com-
ing on setting up the monitors
stations in Thalang?

Dan
Thalang

Mt Mayhem: History
torepeat itself?

Re: Gazette online, PHUKET
ALERT: Monsoon comes, Patong
Hill road goes, May 5

No problem. This is Phuket.

We can always enter Patong
via Karon as we did many years
ago.

If I remember correctly, we
had to cross a ravine on our mo-
torbikes over 20 inch-wide
wooden boards.

We did it 20 years ago, so why
not now?

Wolf
Gazette forum

Destruction derby

Re: Gazette online, Speed bumps:
more harm than good, May 6
Speed bumps are only useful in
the right places.
| would love to have a few on

our soi, where big water trucks
drive asif it's an F1 racing track.
The houses shake with every
speeding truck, and in this case
the trucks are causing more dam-
age than they are receiving.

But the speed bumps on the
north of Thepkrasattri Road really
leave me puzzled. They seem
much more dangerous than the
road itself.

Tinkerbell
Gazetteforum

Police, camera...
inaction

Re: Gazette online, Speed radar
project most helpful: Phuket poll,
May 3

| know people mean well, but
look at the real statisticsfor speed
camerasinuseinthe UK and other
countries and you realize they ac-
tually have little affect on road
safety.

Tailgating, not concentrating,
aggressive driving, drunk driving
and so on cannot be policed inthis
way. And all you havetodoisre-
move your license plate (like so
many cars in Phuket aready do)
to avoid prosecution.

Education and better driving are
the solutions for safety.

Roadsafety
Gazette forum

Tunnd vision

Re: Gazette online, Phuket under-
pass project unveiled, May 7
Motorcycleswill not be permit-
ted to use the underpass?
| wonder who's going to en-
force that, because the police
don’t even stop riders heading
in the wrong direction against
the flow of traffic along Thep-
krasattri Road.
Agogohome
Gazette forum
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Creating a family
to call your own

THE problem the LGBT commu-
nity has in Phuket is the same
problem that LGBT have all over
Thailand — discrimination by the
public and the government, and
alienation from their families.

In fact, things are better for
peopleinthe LGBT community in
Phuket, Pattaya, Bangkok and
Chiang Mai than they are else-
where, because there is a higher
level of tolerance towards gays.

In tourist centers, people can
become anonymous. It's easier for
members of the LGBT community
towork in thetourism industry and
live in away that doesn’t directly
conflict with the more traditional
Thai family values.

Of course there are excep-
tions, but many Thaiswho adhere
to Thai core family values don’t
accept gays.

Many members of the gay com-
munity here have not come out to
their families. So, when | put pic-
tures of anice party on Facebook,
| haveto block their faces, despite
nothing really happening—it’sjust
because they are there.

Some of there parents find
brides for them, so they go away
and have a little grandson, only
after they have done what is ex-
pected of them do they return to
our community. This is because
in Thailand [with no socia secu-
rity safety net] thisisthe only way
they can guarantee they will be
taken care of when they get old.
They take care of their families
now, but [if they don’t have afam-
ily of their own] who will take

Issues & Answers...

Rob Velmeer is the owner of the
Backstage Purple Meeting Point
inside the Paradise Complex, the
main gay entertainment venue
district in Patong. Rob is legally
married to a Thai man in his
B native country, the Netherlands,
o A and has been living in Phuket for
F " fouryears. Here he speaks about
the struggles of members of the
- | LGBT community in Thailand,
i and specifically in Phuket.

care of them when they get older?

Actualy, lots of them don't ex-
pect to get old. I’ ve have attended
more funera services in the fours
years |'ve been here than | have
anywhere else during my life.

The lack of family support for
members of the LGBT commu-
nity is one of the reasons that this
year we themed our gay pride
event “Join Our Family”. We need
the support of each other just as
much as we need to be recognized
as members of society in general.
We didn’t volunteer to be gay, we
were born this way.

Even local members of our
community struggle to accept
themselves. Many of them believe
that they were reincarnated gay as
apunishment for apast life, which
is one reason Thai society also
struggles to accept them.

They miss the point. Thisis a
learning experience. If they don’t
except thesituation, they can'tlearn

Members of the Gay Pride event in
Patong this year. Photo: Marc Mulloy

from it. They should be happy.
However, therewill beatipping
point. Just look at how the gay
community wastreated in Holland
30 or 40 years ago. And look at
how they are recognized today.

A good alternative
to cat strangling

VERY often | find myself cring-
ing at the choice of music being
played at many of the bars around
Phuket. It's usually plain awful
Euro pop or “Buddha Bar” music.

The reasons for playing the
songs are many, but the result are
the same, “check bin krap”. Of
course there are places that have
some great music, sometimes live
music as well.

Many expats may know of Ali,
who has spent a number of years
learning American songs, to the
point where even he confesses he
can’'t play any Thai songs. He
appears at various locations and
is well worth listening to. And
there are other cover-artists, rang-
ing from excellent to “ please-stop
strangling-the-cat”. For me per-
sonally The Eagles, for one, have
been permanently ruined.

So what’sthe dternative? Well,
Thai music is one alternative that
I’m getting into more and more.
Don't groan just yet. Not all of it
is: poor village boy who falls in
love with childhood sweetheart,
girl goes off to the big city and
marries rich townie, buffalo dies
and so on.

Listening to any Thai music on
a CD is hard work, so don’t
bother until you’ ve seen the band.

What you need to do is go to
one of the many venues in Phuket
that locals attend and just listen to
the bands playing. Allow yourself
to get sucked into the atmosphere.
Thething about good music it that
it crossesthelanguage barrier. You
find yourself desperate to sing
along and end up “la-lala-ing” an
awful lot.

Most long-term ex-pats will
have heard of the Thai reggae

No matter where you’re from,
bands like Kangkeng are likely to
impress you. Photo: Mark Dee

Island View

By Mark Dee

Do you have an opinion to voice?
Email Editor@PhuketGazette.net

band Job2do, especially their song
“Doo Ter Tam”, also known as
the “do-do-do” song to most
farang. But there are so many top
Thai bands visiting Phuket that
don’t get a mention in the local
English language press.

Watch out for local fairs going
on and ask what the flyers are
announcing. Recently, Phuket has
seen many really good perform-
ers on stage.

If you don’t know where to
start, keep on the look out for Da
Endorphine, Tanwa, Kangkeng,
Baoweeand Body Slam. You could
end up having a good evening.

...asking the questions that affect you...

Trash: Constructlon cr|t|C|sm

Three years ago Thai construc-
tion workers, with no permit or
authority that we know of, moved
onto an empty lot in the area of
Soi Patak 12 [off Patak Road East,
Karon]. Since then, they have
dumped tons of their garbage in
front of where they are living.

WEe' vetried totalk sensibly with
them about it and have also tried
to get rid of the garbage oursel ves,
but to no avail.

They continue to dump tons
of garbage in the empty lot. Ob-
viously, it doesn’t disturb them
at all.

Please help!

Send us a garbage truck to pick
up al the rubbish in this area.
Thank you in advance.

Johannes Leopold
Karon Beach

Karon municipality, Public
health department officer
Rachapon Sittiwet replies:

We do not pick up trash from

Cleaning up trash from construction sites is not the respon5|b|I|ty of the Iocal mun|C|paI|ty Photo: Gazette f|Ie

construction sites.

We only pick up trash and
waste from households accord-
ing to our policy. Construction
companies are responsible for
their own waste management
and should control their waste
holding areas.

In this case | would suggest
that you record the construction
company’s dump truck details

including its registration plate
number and, if possible, the com-
pany or site name.

Bring thisinformation to Karon
Municipality, Public Health De-
partment in person and we will
investigate if the area they are
dumping the trash is appropriate
or not.

Our office is open from Mon-
day to Friday, 8:30am to 4:30pm.

Send us your queries and
we'll ask the right people
to respond to them.,

Submit your issue at

www.PhuketGazette.net/
IssuesAnswers

No pressure: resident
pushesfor Provincial

Waterwor ks's answer

| exercise at Bang Wad Reser-
voir and there is plenty of water
in the basin there. For the past
week, | have noticed a complete
lack of water pressure from my
tap from 8am to 6pm daily. What
is the reason for that?
Staf Sulaiman
Phuket Golden Ville 3, Kathu

Phuket Provincial Waterworks
Authority  Chief Pisak
Chonlayut replies:

As you have noticed, we cur-
rently have enough water in the
Bang Wad Reservoir to meet the
demands of the public.

You are the first person to
have reported a pressure drop in
your area, so we thank you very
much for informing us and
promise to check out the prob-
lem and make whatever repairs
are necessary. Please feel freeto
call me at 087-0120295 when-
ever you experience water
supply problems.
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Bulk boat transport services|

By Steven Layne

WITH Monsoon May’s merciless wind
and weather shifts comes the official end
of another bustling winter cruising sea-
son in Phuket — the center of Southeast
Asia's booming yachting scene.

Like clockwork, a number of luxury
yachts are vacating local berths and off to
the calm, conventional summer cruising
grounds of the Mediterranean Sea.

“They’'ll be back,” exclaimed Chris
Jongerius, owner of Andaman Sea Club Co
Ltd, alocal chartering outfit that was recently
appointed Thailand agent and service partner
of Sevenstar Yacht Transport.

Speaking exclusively to the Gazette
aboard a dingy floating afoot a massive
freighter anchored offshore from Ao Po
Marinain PaKhlok, Chriselaborates: “ Af-
ter the summer in Europe, they [the
yachtsand crew] will complete the round-
the-world cycle, heading either to the
Caribbean or ultimately back to South Asia
by September.”

Several feet from the dinghy, a 10-ton,
48-foot Catamaran was being lifted out
of the water — to be fastened onto the
deck of the industrial freighter.

“We'll load four yachts here, and the
freighter will continue onto Colombo, Sri
Lanka to load three more yachts before
continuing on to Turkey,” Chris explained,
noting that the largest of the yachts to be
transported weighs about 260 tons.

Chris, a seasoned Dutch seafarer who
was a fisherman in Spain before relocat-
ing to Phuket seven years ago, went on

A
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AT THE HELM: Chris Jongerios was recently
appointed by Sevenstar as Thailand agent.

to talk about the advantages of shipping
over traditional methods.

“There are many factors in considering
whether it is even practical to sail or motor a
yacht on an extended voyage.

“The ongoing threat of piracy isone ma-
jor concern of many clients, but even if
therewerenothreat, we' d still retain at least
half of our clients.

“A lot of yachts aren’t seaworthy, and
newly built yachtswill always be shipped
to international clients.

“It's a lot like buying a new car. You
wouldn't expect someone to drive it thou-
sands of kilometers for delivery, because
then it would be second hand.

“On top of safety and security, the costs
and time required for long voyages can be

It off

A ten-ton, 48-foot Catamaran is lifted onto a freighter bound for Europe. Photos: Marc Mulloy

quite high once you take into account fuel,
crew, maintenance and other needed repairs
that might arise,” Chris explained.

Indeed, anincreasing number of boat own-
ers are opting to skip out on such hasses,
and Phuket is positioned well to cash in on
an ensuing boom in Asia.

“We providefull insurance coveragefor
all our boatsthrough Pantaenius, and alevel
of service that is unmatched — very im-
portant in this business.

“Many of our clients also live aboard
their vessel. So we're not only transport-
ing their yacht but their home as well.

“Such clients need more reassurance
than your typical clients. They need to know
that their prized possession will be taken
care of.

“It’s not just about transporting boats.
This sector has a large multiplier effect
on the local economy. . .

“We outsource work to local workforce
whenever possible,” Chris added.

For more information, see the following
websites: andamanseaclub.com and
sevenstar-yacht-transport.com,
or email: sevenstarphuket@gmail.com

Used car deder fastens trade-in market

By Orawin Narabal

Organizeda the ToyotaSureused  list

were Wichit,

TOYOTA SURE used car dealer-
ship held celebrations for the offi-
cial grand opening of its Phuket
showroom on Wednesday, mark-
ing a steady transition following a

car showroom, locatred next to
Toyota Pearl’s main new car show-
room on Chalermphrakiat R 9 Road
(Bypass Road), the ceremonieswere
presided over by Phuket Deputy Gov-
ernor Chamroen Tipayapongtada.

Wiboonchal and Chaipat
Na-Ranong—Chairman,
Managing Director and
Deputy Managing Di-
rector of Toyota Pearl
Co Ltd, respectively.

targets, Mr Chaipat
told the Phuket Ga-
zette: “This year we
aimto sell 400 used ve-
hicles. Last month, we
sold 25 used cars.
Going ontotalk about

soft opening in February.

Headlining the executive guest

Representing the
mother company,
Toyota Motor Thailand
Co Ltd, were Hiroaki
Awamura Executive
Managing Coordinator
and Mr  Pakorn
Wongwittayapirom Ex-

From left, Wiboonchai Na-Ranong,
Chamroen Tipayapongtada, Pakorn Wongwittayapirom
and Wichit Na-Ranong

Hiroaki Awamura,

consumer trends, he re-
vealed: “The most
popular colors among
customers here so far
are white, black and
gray, especialy white,
which has been the most
trendy choicein Thailand

ecutive Advisor.

Mr Wiboonchai spoke
on the occasion: “We at
Toyota Pearl seetheim-
portance of the used car
business.

“So, we launched
Toyota  Sure to
strengthen our service
efficiency and offeringto
customers al over the
idand of Phuket.

“Toyota Sure will focus on sdll-
ing used carsin good condition. All
the carswill be very carefully veri-
fied before release to customers
hands and we will aso provide a
one year guarantee or 20,000 km —
whichever comes first — 24-hour
service and two free checkups at
our service points.

“Moreover, we offer the ser-
vice of evaluating the used car
price with the option to trade-in
for another used car which isin
better condition.

ey A ral
SERVICE MINDED: Chaipat Na-Ranong (2nd fr:
poses with staff at the Toyota Sure’s grand opening.

%

Ol

“Our Price evaluating system is
transparent, fair and we offer com-
petitively high prices to customers.

“Near the new showroom, we
have also established the Sure Car
Spa, providing car cleaning and
mai ntenance services, he said.

“We plan to expand with more
Toyota Sure showrooms across
country. Presently we have a to-
tal of 75 showrooms, and are
planning for 10 new showrooms
thisyear,” he revealed.

Asked about this year’s sales

i

m right)

for the past 4 to 5 years.
“So, we stock many
white models for our
customers. Another trend
we' veobservedispeople
seem to prefer Eco
[small sized] cars more
now, because they are
easier to take care of,
easier to park, and of
coursebecausethey save
on fuel consumption and
maintenance service fees. For this
reason, we aso offer a number of
used Eco cars in good condition.
Speaking on the firm’s overall
marketing strategy,” Chaipat said,
“We want to integrate our used
car and new car businesses. If,
for example, customers want to
trade their old car for [credit to-
wards] a new car, they can also
visit us. We will offer them ahigh

and reasonable price.”

Also, see photos on Page 26
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lmport car hub in the works

GM of amgor luxury automobl le mporter revedslocd bus ness plansand ambitions

By Steven Layne

SINCE officially opening their Phuket
showroom in February, TSL Auto Corpo-
ration reports steady, promising growth,
with its luxury vehicleimport market share
expanding rapidly.

Speaking exclusively with the Phuket
Gagzette, branch GM Anek Tipparak talked
about the Bangkok-headquartered firm’s
business and expansion plans for the lo-
cal market and beyond.

“We chose Phuket for our fourth
branch, the first outside of Bangkok, be-
cause there is high potential for
grey-market automobileimports here,” he
said.

With its first three branches maintain-
ing a stronghold on the Bangkok market,
the company has similar ambitionsfor the
South.

“In our first year in Phuket, we aim to
sell 240 to 250 cars, or about 20 vehicles
per month,” he revealed.

Asfor TSL'sfive year plan, Anek said
that the premiere auto importer aims to
make its Phuket branch a hub for the en-
tire Southern region.

“We've sold about 25 cars since the
official grand opening of the Phuket show
room.

“Even though this is below our pro-
jected monthly target, this is acceptable
as we realize that we are new players in
the market. Starting up is always slower.

“The important thing is that sales has
grown each month and we expect this
trend to continue,” he said.

Going on to talk about target groups,
Anek revealed that his company’s current
client base is comprised of about 70%
Thais and 30% foreigners.

“We have observed that Koreans and
Russians are two key groups here, but
initially our marketing will not focus on
any particular nationality group, but rather
the general highincome bracket with high
spending potential,” he said.

As for his view on competition, Anek

DRIVING THE MARKET TSL Auto Corporatlon Phuket branch GM Anek Tipparak said his
firm aims for the island to become an import hub for the entire Southern region.
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went on to talk about his firm’'s competi-
tive advantage and key selling point.

“I"d say 90% of luxury automobile
importersin Thailand don’t offer the full
packageintermsof fully integrated prod-
ucts and service.

“Many companies can import and sell
you the cars, but lack the expertise and
resources to service vehicles at a satis-
factory or high standard.

Tha biomass boom

“Luxury automobiles often have spe-
cific copyrights on their technology,
components and parts, which require spe-
cialized knowledge and tools.

“For example, the wheels of a
Mercedes Benz have specialized lug nuts
which call for special wrench made by
Mercedes.

“Without the proper tools and stock,
it's difficult to work on an automobile

properly, which results in delays in ser-
vice,” he explained.

Between the company’s supply lines
and stockrooms in Phuket and Bangkok,
TSL isequipped to source authentic parts
and service the most popular luxury
brands. It aso has channelsto sourcetools
and parts for rare models as well.

Another example Anek highlighted was
paint.

“Supposeasilver Benz SLK isinvolved
in an accident and needs touch-up work.

“Authentic paint for luxury cars is
highly specialized and the producers have
specific codes to identify each color.

“Most body shops don’t carry the
correct paint, but may try to replicate the
silver color by mixing different generic
paints.

“The end result won't be the same and
you will notice the difference.

Going on to address key marketing
trends, Anek said, “ This business is con-
cerned mostly with European and Japanese
cars.

“Right now, our supply ratio of Euro-
pean to Japanese cars is about 60 to 40%.

“Withlast year’snatural disastersin both
Japan and Thailand affecting supply chains,
theratio of Japanese has declined this year.

“However, this can change. A key as-
pect of a good business strategy is to be
flexible and always monitor and be aware
of trends.

“Our marketing and sales strategy de-
pends a lot on the availability of new
products. When there are new models and
technology on the market, sales will be
self driven.

“But inyears when there is not as many
new products, like this year for instance,
our strategy shifts to a promotional ap-
proach.

Asked about current promotions Anek
said that his firm is offering free service
membership until the end of May.

“Usually we won’'t accept members
who bought from other dealers, but for
this limited time we will,” he said.

SUGAR giant Mitr Phol’salterna-
tive fuel division is the fastest
growing sector of its power busi-
ness, says Suwat Kamolpanus
who heads the firm’s three bio-
energy units.

Biomass now accounts for 675
megawatts, or 80 %, of renewable
sources in Thailand. This amount is
st to quadruple by the next decade.

Currently, 84 plants producebio-
mass fuel. The plants are amost
evenly split between small power
producers (SPP) that generate more
than 10MW and very small power
producers (V SPP) that produce less
than 10MW.

Total production should rise to
2,828MW from 374 plantsin com-
ing years, Mr Suwat projected.

This sharp growth is possible
because of strong support from
the Ministry of Energy, he says.
“Biomass has apositiveimpact on
the environment. It generates
cleaner air, solid waste is recycled
and green house emissions are
cut,” Suwat adds.

Mitr Phol’s Dan Chang biom-
ass plant in Suphan Buri province
showcases its success. Dan
Chang produces 65 MW while
another Mitr Phol plant, Phu Khieo
Bio-Energy, generates 75 MW.

The power businessis projected
to generate 2 billion baht inrevenue
this year, with another 1.5bn baht
next year when new units are op-
erational. Thebusinessisprofitable
becausethe plantsarebuilt near the
source and it owns the feedstock.

It also has the economy of
scale and strong financial support.
Mitr Phol is also investing about
3.7bn baht in new renewable
projects including a solar farm.

The Ministry of Energy is
speeding up itsprogram to replace
imported fuel with local energy
sources. Dr Twarath Sutabutr,
Deputy Director General for Al-
ternative Energy Devel opment and
Efficiency, says the country
should replace about 25% of its
fossil fuel in 10 years.

— The Nation
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| ock down Facebook now

Live Wire
By Woody Leonhard

| HAVE friends who figure that
Facebook is some sort of fad that
is going away soon. They'd rather
be drawn and quartered than put
anything on Facebook. “You lose
your privacy,” they say. “1 don't see
any need for it.”

I’m reminded of telephone com-
pany executivein Thailandwho said
that nobody will ever need more
than 256K bits per second down-
load speed, but that’s another story.

Facebook has become an impor-
tant part of the daily routine of
hundreds of millions of people, and
it claims just under one hillion reg-
istered users. It'sbeen credited with
starting revolutions. It's certainly a
good source of news — amost as
good as Twitter — if you choose
your sources carefully.

Facebook has fundamentally
changed the way families interact,
more so than any other invention
since the telephone. It's altered the
way people work.

Facebook has even eaten into
email, for heaven's sake. Email us-
age has gone down in the past
coupleof years because Facebook’s
one-to-many nature reduces the
need for email messages.

To me, that's incredible. | sent
my first email messagein 1977 and
it boggles my mind that so many
people prefer Facebook to email.
But that's how it is. I'm tempted to
stand up and bellow a chorus from
Dylan’'s The Times They Are A-
Changin’.

You can ignore Facebook, if you
want, but some day your kids or
grandkids or the young whipper-
snappers in the nursing home are
going to ask why dad or grandpa or
Uncle Fuddyduddy doesn't get off
his duff and get with the system.

It's the same argument we all
had with Luddites about typewrit-
ten letters and faxes a couple of
decades ago. Facebook and its ilk
are the future, like it or not. Which
brings us to the topic of privacy.

Once upon a time, Facebook

S

Impiana
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privacy settings
were comical. Not
SO NOW.

Last November,
the US Federal
Trade Commis-
sion came to an
agreement with
Facebook, where
control over pri-
vacy becameakey
feature, privacy
warnings became

Mark Zuckerberg
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think about who
should be able to
see your timeline,
and who should be
able to post new
itemsto it.

You can also
choose to review
posts tagged with
your name, before
they go on your
timeline (recom-

mandatory, and
Facebook agreed
to regular privacy audits over the
next 20 years.

Here are eight steps every
Facebook user should take, to lock
down their settings:

Sep 1. Log on to Facebook,
click the down-wedge on the far
upper right (next to Home) and
choose Privacy Settings.

Sep 2. Read about how you can
control the privacy of each item
you post.

Inmy case, | can decidefor each
item that | put on Facebook, at the
time | post it, whether the item
(message, photo, whatever) should
be visible to Everybody, to Family,
to Friends, to Close Friends, only
to peoplelocated in or near Patong,
people who graduated from the
same university | went to, and so
on. Thereés alot of flexibility, and
it's easy to get to, every time you

FACE-SAFE: Mr Zuckerberg wants the world to know he’s private.

make a post.

Sep 3. Consider how much pri-
vacy you want on “default” posts
— posts made where you either
don’t want to mess around with the
fine detall | mentionedin Step 2, or
the posts you make when you're
using an app that doesn't support
the fine detail. For maximum flex-
ibility, click the Custom button and
choose your recipients, block lists,
your location, €tc.

Sep 4. In the heading How You
Connect, click Edit Settings and
consider whether you want to keep
your persona information search-
able. Do you want to let people
search for you using your email ad-
dress or phone number? Who can
send you Friend requests, and who
can send you messages. Click
Done.

Sep 5. InTimelineand Tagging,

mended), or
review tags that
have been put on
your timeline beforethey arevisible
(also recommended).

Facebook has ascary feature that
tags uploaded photos with your
name if the Facebook face recogni-
tion program identifies you.

Unless you change the setting in
this part of the Privacy options, that
automatic tagging only takes place
on photos uploaded by your Friends.
You can turn that feature off here,
if face recognition gives you the
heebiejeebies.

Sep 6. Thisis where you get to
turn off al of those apps that are
following your movements on
Facebook. | found one — RockMeélt
Beta — that had my permission to
use my email address and post on
my behalf. Mea culpa. | must have
clicked something in a weaker (or
more harried) moment. So | turned
it off: onthe Appsyou useligt, click

phishing scam target
mercial Bank acc
Sunday, we recel
m%sage from SC

3 Spices Restaurant

LAST week, Live Wre exposed a

Edit Settings, then on theright, next
to the app, just click X.

One really important improve-
ment to this report: it shows you
when thelinked apps have accessed
your account. So, for example, |
can tell that TripAdvisor (I log
onwith my Facebook ID) last
looked at my emall address yester-
day and looked at my “Likes’ last
week.

In the same location, you can
also control specifically which in-
formation is shared with apps —
your name, your Friendslist, Birth-
day, Photos, Current City, and so
on. Click Edit Settings under the
heading How PeopleBring Your Info
into Apps They use.

Sep 7. Click Back to Privacy,
and consider whether you would
liketolimit thepeoplewho canview
your past posts, or if you want to
block specific people and apps.

As you can see, Facebook’s pri-
vacy settings are extensive, and
morethan alittlehard to understand.

For basic privacy, judicious use
of the privacy drop-down list when
you post — limiting posts to Friends
or Family, for example — gives you
alot of control.

Tiethat inwith dropping any apps
you don't useand Facebook doesn't
sap your privacy as badly asit once
did. Go through al of the settings
and you can fine-tune it to your
heart’s content.

Seth Bareiss holds computer ses-
sions every other Wednesday
afternoon, from 1 to 3pm. If you
have a Windows problem, drop by
one of Seth’s free afternoon
sessions, or come to one of our
free Sunday morning roundtables
at Sandwich Shoppe Chalong. De-
tailsin the Events Calendar. Soon-
sored by the Phuket Gazette and
Khun Wobody's Sandwich Shoppes.

Live Wire is Phuket Gazette
columnist Woody Leonhard’s weekly
snapshot of all things internet in
Phuket. Shoot him mail at
Woody @ KhunWoody.com, follow
him on Twitter, @PhuketLiveWire, or
“like” his page at facebook.com/
SandwichShoppe.

One of Phuket’s modern restaurants, serving quality authentic cuisine emphasizing only the best of Asian traditional food.
.Sﬂmne with a smile and located in a prime area, 3 spices is ultimately the best choice for a boisterous night out.

Opening hours: 11.00 am - 12 Midnight



May 12 - 18, 2012

BUSINESS

PHUKET GAZETTE 15

The noose tightens on UK pensions

LET us take a trip back in time to
November of last year and an article |
wrote regarding QROPS (Qualifying Rec-
ognized Overseas Pension Schemes).

It is worth quickly glancing over the
benefits and negatives of this as new leg-
islation that has come into force will no
doubt affect many retirees and expats
that hold a UK pension scheme and have
no plans to return to
those wind and rain
battered shores.

A QROPS gives you

Island Investor

By Anthony Lyman

This poses a problem for the UK trea-
sury. In a time when austerity measures
are unpopular at home, where do you ook
for extraincome to help prop up the UK
economy? The amount being transferred
into QROPS schemes is not exactly
pocket change, is it?

Recent legislation shows that moves
are afoot to stem the flow of pension
funds leaving the UK. If
we take Guernsey as an
example, in 2011 the Bai-
liwick received 32% of

the ability to transfer any
UK pension plan off-
shore, the main benefits

of this are:
* No UK income tax is
payable on income

received if you do not
retirein the UK
* No death tax is applied
upon death (currently 55% in the UK)
* The ability to pass your pension fund to
your beneficiaries upon death
» Enhanced pension commencement lump
sum (up to 30%).

And the negatives would be:
» Any final salary statusis lost
» The pension fund is dependent on fund
performance
* Fees on QROPS tend to be higher than
on normal pension schemes.

No doubt many expats have benefited
from this type of scheme and, if we take
a look at the figures, they are becoming
more popular:

* 121.5 million in 2007
* 471 millionin 2010
* 500 million + expected in 2012.

‘Therearestill several
locationsthat are on the
HMRC approved list and,
as one holeis plugged,
a new one opens.’

all pension transfers out
of the UK.

As of April 2012, the
UK government intro-
duced new legislation
removing 300 Guernsey
QROPS schemesfromits
approved schemes list.
This left many clientsin
limbo and transfers were put on hold.

Fear not, however, al isnot lost. There
are still several locations that are on the
HMRC approved list and, as one hole is
plugged, a new one opens.

The main benefactor of this new
legislation is Malta. In 2011, this
Mediterranean Republic accounted for
only 1 per cent of all QROPS transfers.
This figure is due to make an incredible
jump, however, as many of the Guern-
sey-based schemes now look at opening
operations there.

Any Guernsey-based QROPS set up
before April 2012 will still benefit from
all the advantages of the QROPS schemes.
Any new applications, however, would
have to be transferred into a new

PARADISE FOR YOUR PENSION: The Republic of Malta’s double taxation agreements with many
EU countries makes it the new hotspot for UK expat pensions.

location, mainly Malta.

So what will happen in the future?

A QROPS remains a very attractive
proposition for many expats with
UK-based pensions and, certainly, there
are many benefits to this.
As the HMRC tries to plug the gap of
outgoing pension funds there is no doubt
that many QROPS locations will come
under scrutiny.

Why is Malta different to Guernsey?
The answer is double taxation. Malta has
around 60 double taxation agreements
with European countries, which bodes

well for the future and provides us with
a solid location for QROPS benefits, so
all isnot lost.

There should be no doubt, however, that
the noose is definitely tightening around
the QROPS industry and, if thisistheright
scheme for you, it should be taken advan-
tage of sooner rather than later.

For any information or any questions
based around QROPS, please contact
Alyman @ montpeliergroup.com.

Anthony Lyman is a Senior Financial
Consultant for the Montpelier Group.
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KIS opens Kathu campus

THE GATEWAY TO HIGHER EDUCATION: KIS’s new campus opens fully in the 2013 academic year. Photos: Chris Hudon

By Chris Hudon

KAJONKIET International School
Phuket (KIS) isexpanding itsreach
and opening a new campus off the
Phra Phuket Kaew Road in Kathu.

Therewill beatota of threebuild-
ings on-site, one aready completed
and two currently under construc-
tion until the 2013 academic yesr.
Each building will befurnished with
itsown facilities, including football
pitch, swimming pool and parking
lots. Presently, KIS students are
housed in the same building as the
kindergarten EP (English Program)

at the new location. Head of Early
Years Gemma Sloan said, “We are
using thisbuilding until the interna-
tional building is constructed on the
hill behind the current school,” she
added, “ Eventudly therewill bethree
digtinct areas. Whenal buildingsare
complete parents will have direct
access to each of the buildings.”
The new Kathu campus is
equipped with state of the art
facilities such as music, drama and
dance rooms, a classical-style
theater and an impressive library of
books imported from educational
publishersin the UK.

Staff Member at KIS Lennard
Kolthof said, “We have a whole
school community approach
towards reading. Parents can take
books home and children read on a
daily basis one on one with a
teacher.” All teachers at KIS are
qualified to teach in their home
country. “In fact, a few of us are
a o finishing our master’s degrees
in education. We are working full-
time and already have our
credentials.” said Kolthof. To
support activity-based learning the
new campus has a covered profes-
sional astroturf football pitch. When

A student sns on a teacher’s lap in an ‘early years’ classroom.

fully completed there will be tennis
courts, basketball courts, football
fieldsand abig activity field.

Head of Primary Years Nicola
Chokkuea said about mentd maths
tests, “Wetry and extend each child
to the best of their ahility. We give
them questions and have them think
about what calculations need to be
done. It could be times tables or
addition or describing ashape.” The
whole school community at
Kgonkiet has approximately 2,000
students with al programs com-
bined. The international school
started last year with twenty or o

Jenva T e amseaiin pariany

official svgpiey

-Contact Info :

Ema:f

1GD

PLUS

- [T TN
it povre
Cataspeem Caee . "ﬁu )

affizial sumpier Ak

= £ @O

students and has since doubled its
enrollment. KIS currently provides
a Thai Program, an ESC (English
Specid Class), EP and an Interna-
tional School. The International
School istaught exclusively in En-
glish, with the exception of Thai &
Chinese courses.

KIS has waived its entrance fee
to celebrate the new campus. The
offer applies to parents who enroll
their child before June 30, 2012.

For more information or to enroll a
child at Kajonkietsuksa visit W:
kajonkietsuksa.ac.th.

Laguna Phuket
International hﬂarathorh
¥ Phuket, Thailand
10 June 2012

Marathon.
Half Marathon:

s |

10.5 Kriv Run.

91 5FM F‘huket 5km Community Walk =

2 Km ths Hun

LaGuna,*

it gpenEs

BrRTrAg . ;
THAILAND.
& sty dewmsen Wus
..... e,

TIMEX

Cab- BfRMIRGE Co=anaikm

e

offiaEr supplied  affipial suppler

—— Qn
A sppheTr -C"n'-i'l.llu' Sdipnpiner [ S LR
AT \iﬂr':
G e Sl Suipg
e G o

Foriinternational enquiriess
Tr +66(2)236 2931-2 | F: +66(2)237 2321, §
infol@goadventureasia.com.

lew phuketmarathon.com &
Poole (South East Asia) Co., Ltd. {hl-rntln: supno:ﬂ-. L’"



May 12 - 18,2012

Life & style

Westin gets a new,
seasoned manager

‘Citizen of the world’ Thomas Mueller is named the
new GM of Westin Siray Bay Resort & Spa.

HOTEL ON A HILL: A night portralt of the Westin Slray Bay Resort & Spa on Siray Island. Photos: Chris Hudon

By Chris Hudon

IN AN exclusive interview with
the Phuket Gazette we asked
Westin Resort’s new General
Manager Thomas Mueller what
it takes to become a famous
hotelier.

“l had fun every single day,”
said Mueller, “ | enjoyed myself,
| worked where other people
played. | work hard and | play
hard too.” Born in Germany, he
speaks fluent English, considers
himself a ‘citizen of the world’
and has more than 35 years of
experience working in the
hospitality industry.

“1 am thrilled and honored to
be appointed GM at The Westin
Siray Bay Resort & Spa Phuket,
| am looking forward to working
in Thailand and on Phuket, one
of Asia’s most popular island

destinations.” he said.

Previously based in such
countries as China, Australia,
Malaysia, Singapore, Guam,
Hong Kong, Belgium and
Switzerland, Mueller was most
recently GM of The Sheraton
Honggiao Hotel in Shanghai.

When asked what an ideal
locale would befor him, Mueller
replied, “Actually, | love places
with mountains and the sea
together. | lived in Vancouver
and it was like that; Sydney,
Hong Kong and here as well. |
love the sea, the mountains and
warm weather.

“After living in Shanghai for
two years | couldn’t bear to see
gray anymore. Everyday you
couldn’t see the sun. The build-
ings were gray, the sky was
gray, it was terrible. That's the
great thing about this part of the

world, it's still relatively un-
spoiled.”

The Westin Siray Bay Resort
& Spa Phuket is the first Westin
resort to open in Thailand.
Located on Siray Island off
Phuket’'s east coast the resort
overlooks Siray Bay and has a
secluded beach with direct
access. Siray Island is connected
to the Phuket mainland via land
bridge.

When asked what was the
strangest thing to happen to him
in his 35 years of hospitality
experience Mueller chuckled and
said, “One of the strangest
things was when | was working
inthemiddleof AustraliainAlice
Springs. All our guests were
flown in by planes, nobody
drives it's like a five-day drive
to get there. The pilots went on
strike for 100 days and we had

PHUKET GAZETTE
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GM Thomas Mueller loves to be where the mountains meet the sea.

no guests. “We had a 250 room
hotel and we had no guests, not
one. So, | got the troops together
and | said we have two choices;
either we close the hotel or we
take a salary cut and try to
survive. So we all agreed we'd
take a salary cut, everybody got
paid fifty per cent of what they
did before. And we did local
parties. We had brainstorming
sessions and held different
parties every night.

Each night we had a ball and
we survived. Once business
came back we paid back
everybody who took a salary cut
what we owed them and we
survived.”

TheWestin Siray Bay Resort &
Spa has 257 guest rooms, suites
and villas decorated in modern
décor adorned with stylish
furnishings. All roomsenjoy ocean

views, outdoor balconies, Westin
‘Heavenly Bed', ‘ Heavenly Bath’,
rain showers, LCD televisions,
high speed broadband and wire-
less Internet throughout. Some
rooms have private pools.

With an eye towards the
future Mr Mueller added, “We are
actively going after the Medium
and small-size conference business
and will expand the offerings of
our well-managed and recognized
Recreation Team.”

Starwood Hotels & Resorts
Worldwide, Inc, which owns
Westin Hotels & Resorts, is a
hotel and leisure company with
1,025 properties in nearly 100
countries, employing 145,000
people around the world.

Mr Mueller will be 65 in
August and has two daughters
who are both married and living
in Germany now.

Mom Tri's Kitchen

kata beach

Elegant Dining By the Sea

Thai & Mediterranean Cuisine

Awarded Wine Spectator's Award of Excellence

Reservations Call :

+66 (0) 7633 3568

12 Kata Noi Rd., Kata Beach, Phuket 83100 Thailand
E-mail; info@villaroyalephuket.com www villaroyalephuket.com
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Local airports
slipping down
world ranking

Aviation
By Alastair Carthew

AIRPORTS used to be necessary
evilsfor air travellers. Barnlike, full
of sullen immigration and customs
officias, lax security measures, out-
rageously expensive food and little
to keep people amused.

Today, airports are proud brand
carrying gateways for the cities
they service. Modern designs, ef-
ficient security and shopping
paradises make the experience as
enjoyableand painlessaspossible.

So the annual airport ranking
awards by SKYTRAX, a British-
based aviation consultancy, are an
important indicator of how airport
authorities around the world are
meeting travellers’ increasingly
demanding expectations.

Thailand, including Phuket, is
unfortunately not rising to the
challenge as well as its Asian
neighbors which occupy the first
three places in the world's best
airports

tional Airport and Beijing Capital
International Airport, with Central
Japan International Airport intenth
place.

Bangkok’s Suvarnabhumi Air-
port fell to 25" from 13" in last
year's rankings.

Phuket, which is too small to
warrant aranking did score 5.2 out
of 10from 21 reviewsrecorded by
SKYTRAX, but they wereadecid-
edly mixed bag, with complaints
about immigration lines, the clean-
liness, Size, age and taxis, combined
with positive comments about how
friendly and niceit waswith reason-
ably priced food and drink, and no
long walks.

One piece of good news for
Bangkok was that the Novotel
Suvarnabhumi Bangkok Hotel near
the airport was ranked fifth in the
world’s best airport hotel awards,
with Hong Kong's Regal Airport
Hotel in first place. Unfortunately,
Thailand’sfamousimage asashop-
ping Mecca did not transfer to its
airports, but Singapore, Hong Kong
and Seoul were 39, 4" and 5"

respectively, with

rankings, and six
of the top 10.
The top five are
Incheon Interna-
tional Airport,
South Korea;
Singapore
Changi Airport;
Hong Kong In-
ternational
Airport; Kuala
Lumpur Interna-

"W

OUT IN THE COLD: Why did
Suvarnabhumi fail to impress
travellers? Photo: Roger Price.

London Heathrow
Airport at the top.
So, what do
rankingslikethese
meanfor Thailand,
and particularly
Phuket, where
passenger arrivals
are projected to
reach 6 million by
2014?
Suvarnabhumi
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LONDON CALLING: Heathrow Airport took first place as best shopping airport of the year, despite recent

CACTI, KOI AND CITRUS FRUIT: Incheon, Changi and Hong Kong international airports showed the world how to
woo travellers at the annual SKYTRAX awards. Photos (from left: Lisa Padilla, Dale Gillard,Cristian Bortes.

is aready beyond its planned ca-
pacity of 45 million, so authorities
are reopening the ancient Don
Muang Airport across town for
low-cost carriers to relieve the
burden. A planned expansion is
till at least five years away from
completion, by which time arriv-
als are projected to reach 60
million ayear.

In Phuket, a 5 billion baht re-

vamp is under way to meet the
increased numbers, but this will
not be complete for some time.
In the meantime the Airports
Authority of Thailand, which runs
Thailand’s mgjor airports, is tak-
ing stop-gap measuresto buy time.
To measure how competitive
airports are becoming for Thai-
land, just consider that in China
almost 100 new airports are

planned to be built by 2020, bring-
ing the number to around 244.

Despite difficult economic
times, world tourism numbers
continue to grow, increasing by
4 per cent to 980 million passen-
gersin 2011. So, Thailand should
take heed of the lessons learned
by not planning ahead at
Suvarnabhumi and, to a lesser
degree Phuket.

Etihad-airberlin linkage

THE financial merger of Abu
Dhabi-based Etihad Airways with
Germany’sairberlin, which directly
services Phuket, foreshadows in-
creased servicing of the island and
the continued focus of Middle East-
ern airlines on Phuket as a destina-
tion. RasAl Khamah [RAK] alow-
cost carrier based in the United
Arab Emirates, is another new air-
line servicing Bangkok.

As of March, there were 140
scheduled flights a week between
Thailand and 11 countries in the
Middle East: Emirates. These are
serviced by Qatar Airways, Gulf
Air, Etihad Airways, Kuwait Air-
ways, Oman Air, Iran Air, Royal
Jordanian Airlines, Egypt Air,
Mahan Air, Turkish Airlines,
Bangkok Airways and Thai Air-
ways International.

The Etihad-airberlin connection
is important for Phuket. It means
airberlinisablelaunch anew route
between Abu Dhabi and Phuket,
offering an all-year-round service.
Normally airberlin only services

WET OR DRY: airberlin will fly to Phuket all year round. Photo: Andrei Dimofte

Phuket during the high season
through flights from Munich and
Berlin. Etihad is now the largest
single shareholder in airberlin,
Europe’s sixth biggest carrier.
Middle Eastern tourists have
high purchasing power, along av-
erage length of stay and don’t
mind coming to Phuket during the
wet season for the shopping, en-

tertainment and medical treatment.
Middle Eastern arrivalsto Thailand
in 2011 were up almost 5.9
percent to 603,227, mainly from
the UAE, Kuwait and Egypt.

The Etihad-airberlin connec-
tions through Abu Dhabi and
Bangkok should seevisitorsfrom
Abu Dhabi increase that number
considerably in the coming years.
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Hanging on jugs at Krabi Fire

and Rock Cllmlng Comp 2012

One of the deep-water soloing
contestants peels off a calcite
stalactite attached to the roof of
the third and final route of the
course.

By Isaac Stone Simonelli

THE krast topography and stun-
ning beach-sidelimestone edifices
of Krabi once again played host to
the Krabi Rock and Fire Interna-
tional Contest on April 28 and 29.

The 2012 event, organized by
theKrabi Rock Climbing Club and
the Tourism Authority of Thailand,
isdesigned to highlight Railey and
Ton Sai as world-class rock
climbing destinations.

The contest was composed of
three different eventsthisyear, each
with their own prize purse: lead
climbing marathon (60,000 baht),
deep-water soloing (45,000 baht)
and a fire contest (16,000 baht).

Each of the three competitions
wereindependently registered for,
so the rock climbing gurus
weren’'t forced to play with fire
and the fire spinners could keep
there feet on the ground.

Stunning weather on the first
day of the event left all 24 teams
of climbersout inthe sunfor parts
of the lead climbing marathon.

With 50 routes selected for the
competition on just five of the
prominent climbingwallsin Railey,
there was plenty of rock for the
two-member teams to attack.

Teams were awarded points for
each route successfully scaled.
Points were dependent on the dif-
ficulty level of the route, which
ranged from 6a to 8a on the
French climbing scale, and how
many penalties were committed
during the climb. All fals; takes;
improper useof quickdraws, bolts,
dlings and fixed protection; or any
other actionsthe
judge deemed
inappropriate,
were penalized.

Points  for
routes ranged
from a 6a being
worth 10 points,
to a 8a being
worth 195 points.
Pendtiesresulted
in the deduction
of points.

Giventhedif-
ficulty level of
the majority of
the routes, this
was clearly an
event geared to-
wards the upper
echelon of
climbers. But
despite the big
money and the serious nature of
theevent, climbersraved about the
positive and encouraging attitudes
of the judges. Unlike the intimi-
dating, stony-faced judges, found
elsewhere, the Thai judges, while
remaining impartial, were just as
vocal as the crowd, when they
saw a climber push through a
tough crux on a route.

Team FlipFlop, with Theo Valla
(France) and Samual Butler Cody
(USA), sacked all fifty available

Graham Hopkins from the United
States sails through the extension
of the route “Up To You” (7c) on
Pra-nang Beach Wall.

SLIPPERY SLOPE Two deep-water solomg contestants step out of thelr kayaks and grab onto the |uggy holds

at the beginning of the routes as they get their feet under them and onto the wall. Photos: Isaac Stone Simonelli

routes took first place.

In second place was Nolan Ed-
ward-Barnwell (South Africa) and
JonasLarsGuran-Wallin (Sweden),
and rounding out the marathon lead
climbing podium were Urs Chris-
tian Schonenberger and Barbara
Schonenberger (Switzerland).

The evening festivities started
up after dark on Railey West Beach
with the fire competition (see Your
Phuket, page 26).

The deep-water soloing (climb-
ing without rope or protection over
deep water) event had aslow start
thenext day, but eventually climb-
ers were taken out to Railey Bay
Resort’s barge, anchored close to
three selected deep-water soloing
routes on Sunset Wall. Music blast-
ing from the barge created the
perfect party mood for competitors
and crowd aike.

Each climber
had five minutes
to attempt each
of the routes,
which ranged
from 10 to 25
metersin height.
Once completed
they had 30
more seconds to
jump from the
cliff, or they lost
half the points
ganedduringthe
climb.

The most
impressive per-
formance on
the final route
was by Urs
Christian
Schonenberger
(Switzerland), who ended up tak-
ing first place in the event.

Urs, a banker who has spent
the last 20 months on a around-
the-world trip, spoke with the
Phuket Gazette about deep-water
soloing and the competition.

“This was the first time for me
that | really did deep-water solo-
ing like that. | tried it once in a
little bit in Croatia, but... not on
such good cliffs. This area is a
good combination of holidays and

climbing,” he said.

Harry Claud Larkins (Australia)
finished second in the men’s cat-
egory and Thatthana Raksachat
(Thailand) finished third.

Unlike the marathon climbing

event, women competed in their
own category for the deep-water
soloing event and Pratthana
Raksachat (Thailand) and
Alessandra Pescosta (Italy) took
first and second spots respectively.
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Bollywood starlet visits Phuket

;M_-"‘

By Chris Hudon

STAR of Bollywood smash hit
Dabangg, Sonakshi Sinha visited
Phuket last week to blow off
steam beforethe upcoming release
of her new film Rowdy Rathore,
which premieres this June.

Dabangg went on to become
one of the highest grossing
Bollywoodfilmsof al time, receiv-
ing much critical acclaim. Thefilm
raked in US$2.89 million on the
first day of release, making it the
highest grossing opener of any
film at thetimein India

Ms Sinha was aso featured as
thecover girl of Maxim Magazine's
Indian Edition in December, 2010.
Although she had no film releasein
2011, her debut performance won
her the prestigious Filmfare Award
and the Sar Screen Award for Most
Promising Newcomer — Female.

‘Sond (asshelikestobecalled)
spoke with the Gazette in an
interview during her stay at the
Vijitt Resort.

What’s on your list of thingsto
do while in Phuket?

You know I’ ve been working non-
stop for thelast ten monthsso I’ ve
just come to relax, lay back and
put my feet up.

We read from your biography
that you have two brothers.
What wasthat like growing up?
Double trouble; they’re twins. So
| was aways on one side and they
ganged up on me on the other. But
it was fun.

They’re very protective. It's
great to have two brothersthey’re
like your support system now. But
growing up, yes | was the one on
the receiving end of everything.

Your father was an actor and is
now a member of parliament in

g A

‘?'Im,

Awaiting the debut of her second film release in June of this year, ‘Sona’ soaks up the sun. Photo: Chris Hudon

India. Do you ever have to par-
ticipate in campaign events?

That's his work and I'm not a
part of it. | support him at his
rallies and | will support him
when he stands up for elections.
Other than that, | have my job
to do. He used to be an actor, he
was part of the film industry for
thirty years.

How did you first start acting?
It happened so suddenly. | stud-

Krabi River Marina

Tha Park, Krabi Town, Krabi, Thailland. T: +66 (0) 75 611115, +66 (0) 81 640 7136, wityanan@yahoo.com, rosi@krabitownmarina.com, www.krabitownmarina.com

ied fashion design in Mumbai; |
did a three year course but |
guess destiny had other plans.
But, I’'m loving it and am very
thankful | ended up in the job |
have now. | have been tremen-
dously lucky.

My first film was opposite
Salman Khan who is probably the
biggest star in Indiatoday. He hap-
pened to be afriend of the family,
my parents knew his parents and
he sort of saw me groom myself.

Hegot arole hethought | would

ﬁg_staurant with terrace and stunning panoramic wews

fit perfectly into, which was an
Indian village girl. That's therole
| won my awards for, the biggest
hit of 2010. After that people sort
of saw that | do fit into that
particular mold they have, which
isthetypical Indian girl.

What is the ‘typical Indian
girl’ like?

Strong, silent, they say beauti-
ful but | don’t believeit. Just the
particular way you look. | look
very Indian, | have an Indian

and catamﬁ?aw

The Best Kept

Secret For Yaching
In Thailand

look about myself.

If you could be anything
besides an actress what would
that be?
| studied fashion so | would be
a fashion designer. Personally,
I’'m a very casual person and |
would go day in and day out in
pajamas. | like being in my jeans
and t-shirts but of course being
in thisindustry you haveto ‘doll
up’ alittle bit sometimes.
It'spart of thejob but even then
I think simplicity is one of the
characteristics| like to stick when
it comes to my style.

Who is your favorite actor and
why?

| would have to say my father.
Growing up | always idolized
him and he’s been my hero
always. He has been a tremen-
dous actor. One of the biggest
stars we had in our country in
the seventies and eighties.

If you have a guilty pleasure
what would it be?
| think I do...food! Any food, |
love food. But, unfortunately, |
cannot gorge on it anymore.

| have to take good care of my
health and fitness beacause people
look at you a particular way, but
yeah, food is my guilty pleasure.

I's there anything else you want
to mention specifically?
My new film is called Rowdy
Rathore and it comes out next
month. It'sagain avery commerica
Hindi entertainer. | think that’swhat
the audience is mgjorly attracted to.
The film has action, it has
romance, it has comedy, it has
drama, everything | think molded
into blockbuster material. So I've
really got my fingers crossed
because it's a big one for me.
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Viethamese, please

By Nanthapa Pengkasem

UPUNTIL recently, Phuket-based lovers of
Vietnamese food had to trek into town, near
the bus station, to sample this very specia
cuisine at Je t'aime. It's a pleasant enough
setting and the food there is good, but the
environment is far from being inspiring.

Therefore the opening of its sister
restaurant, Memtrio, in Kathu, over a year
ago is a welcome change from that drab
situation. Featuring smart and spacious in-
door and garden dining spaces, Memtrio is
fronted by a well-tended garden next to a
small parking lot with
no coaches in sight.

Thewakway leads
to a pleasant patio
lined with glass-
topped tablesand faux
rattan chairs.

Inside, the loft-like
area has lots of glass
windows and a high
celling, which lends a
light and airy feel to
the whole place.

A grand piano dominates one corner of
the room, and two small but comfortable
sofas another. The center of the room is
the domain of a glass table large enough to
accommodate a party of ten. The dis-
tressed-yellow wall is lined with copies of
paintings by the French masters and black-
boardswith the chalked-in menu of the day.
Together with two full wine shelves, all
these elements combineto give abelievable
semblance of a French bistro.

Memtrio'smenu offersextensive Vietnam-
ese fare, keeping to the same formula that
has proved successful a Je t'aime — fresh
ingredients, great taste and beautiful presen-
tation. In addition, thereare Thai and European
dishesto be had, which, after a casual glance
at the menu, look like a respectable offering.
However, today we are focusing on what the
parent restaurant was famous for — the
authentic Vietnamese dishes.

Vietnamese food is typified by the ex-
tensive use of fresh herbs both in the

Viethamese spring rolls abound at Memtrio.

cooking and as an indispensable side dish.
These herbs are selected based on their
strong aroma and pungency. Eating Viet-
namese food is fun too, featuring al kinds
of wrappings and dippings. Either lettuce
leaves or thin rice noodle are used as wraps
or parcels, into which go al kinds of bar-
becued meat and some more leaves.

As with other Southeast Asian cuisine,
dipping sauces are an indispensable part of
any meal, and here at Memtrio two kinds
of sauces are served — one sweet and the
other savory.

Crafting your own ‘morsel’ canbeascre-
ativeor asplainasyou
like: include or leave
out certain herbs or
meats, use just one
sauce or a mixture of
the two. The combi-
nation is endless but
you should aim for a
layer of flavorsand let

| the fusion of tastes
i ‘ explode in vyour
mouth.

A goodintroduction
would bethe crab-meat-filled spring rolls (180
baht). The difference between these and the
Chinese version lies in the wrap, the former
using dampened rice paper which yields a
chewy but nevertheless crisp texture. There's
also another hedlthy version of fresh spring
rolls (120 baht) that include the same
filling of herbs and mest.

For a contrast in texture, try Viethamese
Pancakes (140 baht), whose crispy crépe-
like envelopesarefilled with cooked prawn,
pork, mung beans, and fresh bean sprouts.
This dish is so tasty (and pretty too) that
there’s no need to add sauce of any kind.

Charcoal-grilled pork (180 baht) exudesthe
unmistakable aroma of the lemongrass used
in the marinade, among other ingredients.
Served with rice noodles and two kinds of
sauce, this is a favorite lunchtime fare in
Vietnam. It is eaten in the same way as
everything else — with lots of fresh herbs.

What could have been a very exciting dish
— Fried minced shrimp wrapped around a

Where i1slands abound,
a home is found resting in this lush paradise
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sugar cane stick (200 baht) — turns out to
be a little disappointing with the shrimp
cake being a little *pasty.” However the
saving grace comes in the form of the
beautifully presented Chocolate Panna
Cotta in orange sauce with, we suspect,
lots of Grand Marnier!

The staff here are attentive and cour-
teous and Memtrio is smart enough for a
business lunch but also laid-back enough
for family gatherings. Most of its clien-
tele seem to hail from the nearby Phuket
Country Club. European and Thai dishes
on the menu look quite respectable too.
But that’s for another time.

Memtrio Restaurant, 87 Vichitsongkram Road,
Kathu (opposite Phuket Country Club Golf
Course). Tel: 076-321251, 076-321442.
Open daily 11am — 11pm.
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All adrift In a
lIfe-less boat

YOU wouldn't expect that a
novel that takes place almost
wholly at sea could be so dry.
Charlotte Rogan'sfirst novel The
Lifeboat (Little Brown and Com-
pany, New York, 2012, 279pp)
might have been a stirring tale
of survival at sea among a small
cast of charactersadrift onalife-
boat in the Atlantic. Instead it is
curiously lifeless, its characters
bloodless and its plot
maddeningly vague.

Two years after the
sinking of the Titanic,
just as World War 1 is
getting underway, the
passenger liner Em-
press Alexandria, en route from
London to New York, suffers a
mysterious explosion. Survivors
are crammed into afew lifeboats.
One is commanded by able sea-
man John Hardie. Of the 39
survivors aboard his 23-foot life-
boat, 19 will die over the next
three weeks.

In the Prologue, one survivor,
Grace Winter, ison trial for mur-
der, along with two other
women, Ursula Grant and
Hannah West.

“1 was twenty-two years old,”
she writes. “1 had been married
for ten weeks and a widow for
over six.”

At the urging of her lawyers,
Grace Winter writes an account
of her ordeal at sea. This hasthe
advantage of producing some
fine simple descriptive prose.

“We had been in the lifeboat

By James Eckardt

for perhaps five hours when the
sky turned a deep pink shading
to blue, then purple, and the sun
seemed to inflate as it dropped
toward the darkening line of wa-
ter to the west. In the distance

we could see the black shapes
of other lifeboats, bobbing the
way we were bobbing, set down
in that pink and black vastness
with nothing to do but wait...”

Beautiful Grace Winter is
frankly a charmer and a schemer.
Her father, a New York business-
man, was ruined by a partner and
committed suicide, her mother
went mad, her sister settled for a
job as a governess.

Grace set her sightson ayoung
investment banker named Henry
Winter and eloped with him to
London. He may or may not have
bribed John Hardie to alow her
on the lifeboat.

The disadvantage of her narra-
tive voice is that it is weak in
developing the characters on
board the lifeboat and vague
about their motives. John Hardie
takes charge from the beginning:

FOR ALL ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENTS, HARD-
WARE & AIR CONDITIONERS GO TO KEEHIN

ON BYPASS ROAD, PHUKET

Sales tel: 076 261450 fax: 076 261456-7
Service tel: 076 261460 fax: 076 261464

108/18, Chalermprakiet Rd (By Pass), T. Rassada, A. Muang
tel: 076- 261 470 fax:076- 261 477, email: baansukapun.pk@gmail.com

manning the helm, refusing to
take on drowning women and
children, assigning seats for bal-
ance, establishing a bailing
rotation, arranging a space for
sleeping, and taking charge of
rationing water and sea biscuits.
The boat is woefully over-
loaded, the sea mere inchesfrom
the gunwale. When a storm
comes up, Hardie draws lots
among the men to

‘“Hunger, thirst, exposure, exhaustion - ighten the boat. Two
Hannah is weak in describing specific must go overboard.
physical suffering, though she is quick
in offering up religious conclusions’

Scheming against his
authority are a forceful
middle aged woman
named Mrs Ursula
Grant and her youthful protégée
Hannah West. Exactly why is
unclear.

Meanwhile a host of improb-
abilitiespile up. John Hardiekills
two big fish with hisknife. In the
middle of the Atlantic, thisis as
improbable as finding a moose
atop Mount Everest. Then aflock
of seabirds collapse dead around
the lifeboat. Come on.

Hunger, thirst, exposure,
exhaustion — Hannah is weak in
describing, specific physical suf-
fering though she is quick in
offering up religious conclusions:
“1 had always envisioned God as
hovering somewhere above us,
smiling or frowning depending on
his mood and whether he was
pleased with us or not, perhapsin-
habiting the sun or blowing storms
violently out of his cheeksto wake
us up from our torpor and deter us
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" The Lifehoat traps the readerina _smry-ﬂ.'n;n is exciting at the literal
level and brutally moving at the existential: T read it in one go’

EMMA DONOGHUE, atithor of Room

“What a splendid book. It riw:mth

and ar the same time it sesthes wil

th layered ambiguity'

HILARY MANTEL, author -:-fgmgrﬁ%ﬁ

The
LIEEBOAT

CHARLOTTE ROGAN

e AR L

behind the ears for our reviewer.

from deceit. Now, however, |
knew he was in the sea, lurking
there, rising up in those big waves
and splashing down random pieces
of himself on our boat.”

When the climatic confronta-
tion explodes aboard the lifeboat,
Graceiscuriously impassive and
then springs into fatal action,
though again offering no motive.

THAT SINKING FEELING: Charlotte Rogan’s first novel is a little too wet

e

She remains content with the ex-
istential lesson of the lifeboat,
concluding: “I feel both lucky
and unlucky about it, suffused
with a sort of happiness asit has
opened up a whole new world
to me, one quite devoid of de-
pendence on other people,
devoid even of the fear of death
and belief in God....”

Dark Shadows

Sarring: Johnny Depp, Michelle
Pfeiffer, Eva Green, Jonny Lee
Miller, Jackie Earle Haley
Director: Tim Burton

Release Date: May 11

YOU can bet thereisgoing to be a
huge hoo-hah about Tim Burton's
new Depp-star remake. Based on a
late sixties “cult” (i.e. people who
love it aso think Clint Eastwood
reached his peek in Rawhide) TV
show, Dark Shadowsthemovietells
the story of the undead Depp
coming to terms with the modern
world and Michelle Pfeiffer.

The hoo-hah is going to take the
form of complaints that the TV se-
rieswas not acomedy, but so what?
The original was aso not in color.
Is anyone complaining about that?

In fact, the TV show was a day-
time soap opera about ghosts,
zombies, werewolves and the like
that wasn’t actualy supposed to be
about the supernatural at al. Take
another look at it: it's downright
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