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M ega-projects in Sght

PM Yingluck to ‘shower gifts on the people of Phuket and the Andaman region

By Warisa Temram

WITH the Thai Cabinet meeting
to be held in Phuket this coming
Monday and Tuesday, Transport
Minister Jarupong Ruangsuwan
has promised that the 180-mil-
lion-baht elevated road over a
mangrove forest at Saphan Hin
will be presented to Cabinet for
approval.

Mr Jarupong even guaranteed
that the Klong Koh Pee road
project will become a reality dur-
ing Yingluck Shinawatra sterm as
prime minister.

“PM Yingluck plansto ‘ shower
gifts' on the people of Phuket and
the Andaman region by approving
many important projects, espe-
cialy the Klong Koh Pee road
project that Phuket people have

e Bt180mn for Klong Koh
Pee elevated road

e Bt200mn baht for Deep
Sea Port

e Light Rail project

Phuket projects on the agenda

e Bt600mn for Darasmuth
underpass

e Bt700mn for Tesco
underpass

e Bt600mn for Bang Khu
underpass

* New airport terminal by

2013

e Aircraft landing capacity
boost by 2015

The Bang Khu underpass is one
project under consideration.

e Patong Tunnel

been waiting for 15 years,” Mr
Jarupong said.

“Thisproject will definitely hap-
peninthisgovernment’sterm. The
underpass project at Darasamut
intersection will be another
present that PM Yingluck wants
to give to Phuket people in order
to solve the traffic problem,” he
added.

The Klong Koh Pee elevated
road is expected to alleviate in-
bound traffic from the south of

the island into Phuket Town. The
project was strongly supported by
Wichal Phraisa-ngop during his
term as Phuket Governor. Mr
Wichai is now a senator.

The project, to be carried out
by the Department Of Rural
Roads, would see a 600-meter
four-lane road traversing man-
grovesviaa“bridge’ three meters
high and 510 meters long. The
road is to include a bicycle lane
and pedestrian walkway.

As all mangrove forests in
Thailand are protected, projects
to build anything on or over a
mangrove forest must first re-
ceive special permission from
Cabinet on the condition that the
project is of exceptional “public
benefit”.

Joining Mr Jarupong in Phuket
last Saturday was Prapat Chong-
sanguan, a former Governor of
Bangkok’s Mass Rapid Transit

Continued on page 3

PM Yingluck Shinawatra and her Cabinet will be presented mega-projects
for approval that will have a deep impact on Phuket’s future. Photo: AFP

Lifeguards vow to stay on the beaches

PHUKET'slifeguards have vowed they will
continueto patrol the beaches despite fund-
ing under their current contract with
Phuket Provincial Administration Organi-
zation (OrBorJor) ending on April 2.

On Monday, Phuket Lifeguard Club
President Prathaiyut “Nut” Chuayuan told
the Gazette that he had received no infor-
mation from the OrBorJor asto what is to
happen next.

“1 believe the OrBorJor will open bid-
ding to anyone interested in providing the
service, but we have yet to decide if we
want to renew the contract,” he said.

Fly from Phuket to
Penang, Malaysia

“Last year
was tough.
We're  ex-
hausted and
some of us
want to take a
rest. | think it
would be fair
if the OrBor-
Jor opened the bidding process to others,
but if they can’'t find anyone to carry on
the service, we will do it. Our top priority
has always been public safety,” he added.

Uten Singsom, head of the Phuket Life-

The lifeguards will be there
to watch over swimmers.

4x weekly
every Monday,

& Sunday

Wednesday, Friday

guard Club at Kata-Karon, said, “It al de-
pends on the OrBorJor. We have to return
the equipment when the contract ends. With
no equipment we can’t work.”

Mr Uten highlighted the dangers of the
coming MoNsoon Season.

“The weather has changed. Last week-
end we sent six tourists to hospital when big
waves struck,” he said.

“l am worried that with the coming
monsoon season, if there are no lifeguards
on the beaches, touristswill be at risk. Even
with lifeguards on duty 10 people drowned
in this area last year,” Mr Uten added.

Buy online now at
www.fireflyz.com.my

Buy at our Sales Counter

Floor 3, Room 302, Phuket International Airport,

Maikhao, Thalang, Phuket 83110, Thailand

P: +66 76351477 F: +66 76327312 E: phuket@fireflyz.com.my

*Flights and fares are subject to availability. Seats are limited and may not be available on all flights, public holiday, school breaks and weekends. Other terms and conditions apply

Wallaby Training

Bob Dwyer, who coached the Australian
Wallabies to World Cup victory, is in Phuket
to train our very own Phuket Lomas. See
p46 for our exclusive interview.




2 PHUKET GAZETTE

PHUKET NEWS

March 17 - 23, 2012

This Week

s 3 gears up.

ol eyl

Technology

e

here yet.

Looking back

.. Bangkok.
St Patrick’s Day

day?

the ways
Phuket.

pleasure.

1_:-r$§i_!a_:_.;. Patong’s campaign for
o g® ‘special zone’ status

Positive reports on the
next iPad but it’s not

i+ | | The logistic nightmare 1
&, % of getting goods to

PR A EW \Would the Saint enjoy a
i f‘ A o .
iﬁ!rﬁ night out on his own
Vel i g

AMCHAM panalists on

N¥ Phuket Oilfield Classic: 4:{; 1
mixing business and

Saturday

Page 4-5

Page 12

Page 16 i

Tuesday

v
Page 18 Sie2d
Wednesday
2y
VY
- | 13

to define
Page 27

Page 47  34.24

Making a go of It

OrBorJor election becomes a two-horse race

By Warisa Temram

CHAYOT Wisartpong from Pa
Khlok has been confirmed as the
only candidate to contest the April
7 Phuket Provincial Administration
Organization (OrBorJor) presiden-
tial election against former presi-
dent Paiboon Upatising.

Mr Chayot arrived at Phuket
Community Hall with his support-
ers to register with the Phuket
Election Commission on March 9
—the last day to register.

A teacher in Phuket, a Master
of Ceremonies at events and an
OrBorJor adviser from May 2011
to February 2012, Mr Chayot ad-
mitted this was going to be avery
short campaign, but said he knew
the right people and technology to
make it happen.

“1 believe in democracy. | was
paying close attention to the elec-
tion since the first day of
enroliment. Up until the last day
no one apart from candidate num-
ber one[Mr Paiboon] had enrolled,
so | decided to register as a can-
didate,” he told the Gazette.

“1 have always been ready to
sacrifice myself to public service
and | believe | am trusted by the
public,” he added.

Concerning the issues he be-
lieves need addressing, Mr Chayot
said, “Thefirst problem that needs
to be fixed is the traffic. The next

'g 3 m !; r

2 Chayot
Wisartpong. Photo: Warisa Temram

Candidate number

thing is the lack of educational
facilities. Education is not being
supported as it should be.

“The voice of the peopleisalso
very important. | will involve ev-
eryone in my work, especially
religious people. Thisisimportant,
because religion encourages
peopleto act positively,” he added.

On how he will conduct his
campaign given such a short time
before the polls open Mr Chayot
said that he believed canvasing door
to door was not a viable option.

“1 will use technology to help,
especially the telephone,” he said.

One person who has spared
himself thefrantic political maneu-
vering was long-term Phuket
political player Wisut Santikul.

Wisut Santikul elected to not run at
the last minute. Photo: Warisa Tamram

The former OrBorJor Deputy
President and MP candidate,
changed hismind at thelast minute.

Mr Wisut arrived at the hall at
9am armed with the required en-
rollment documents, but elected
not to submit them.

“I am sorry for everyone that |
did not enroll. | wish | could have
been a candidate in afair field.

“1 think it is unfair to ask other
candidates to run a campaign in
20 days,” said Mr Wisut.

Mr Wisut plansto wait until he
sees a better opportunity to con-
test the OrBorJor presidency and
believesthat local government ad-
ministrations could learn lessons
from how this election has been
“mishandled”.

Convention Center on theskids

EFFORTS to build a world-class
convention and exhibition center
in Phuket remain mired in red
tape, and arecent visit to the pro-
posed project site by two Govern-
ment advisersraiseslittle hopethat
thework will begin any time soon
—if ever.

The latest twist in the decades-
old saga came with a visit to the
proposed project sitein Mai Khao
March 6 by Wuttipong Chaisaeng,
adviser to Deputy Prime Minister
and Interior Minister Yongyuth
Wichaidit, and Dr Boon Wanasin,
president of the advisory commit-
tee for deputy prime ministers.

The pair said that specialists
from the National Environment
Board (NEB) would meet on
March 16 to review the detailsand
that Cabinet would reject the

Wuttipong Chaisaeng, advisor to
Interior Minister Yongyuth Wichaidit

project outright if it were deemed
to have adverse effects on the
environment.

Originally funding for the 2.6
billion-baht project, to cover over
100rai ontheisland’ snortherntip,
was approved by the Democrat-
led government that fell in May.

Touri1s dectrocuted at resort

THE electrocution of 45-year-old
Russian tourist Fedor Samsonov
at a high-end Phuket resort on
March 7 has prompted an investi-
gation by police and a full-scale
safety inspection of the resort’s
electrical system.

“Thisisvery tragic and we feel
very much for the family,” said
LarsY dmark of resort management
company Tri-Asia, which manages
the Dewa Karon Beach Resort.

The incident was caused by an
unsecured wire on the bridge over
the pool, he explained.

“There were never any wires
in the pool,” he added.

Chalong Police Deputy Super-
intendent Boonlert Onklang arrived
at the resort with rescue workers

- F -
The fatal electrocution sparked a
full safety inspection of the resort’s
electrical system. Photo: Dewa

from the Phuket Ruamjai Kupai
foundation after receiving the re-
port at 8:30pm.

“A section of power cableswas
exposed, which we believe caused

theincident,” said Chalong Police
Acting Superintendent Sirisak
Wasasiri.

Mr Samsonov, wearing his
swimming trunks, grabbed the
metal rail of afootbridge over the
pool, and suffered a fatal electric
shock, said Col Sirisak.

Restaurant Manager Surasak
Phetsut, 33, rushed to his aid and
tried to pull Mr Samsonov from
therail, but hetoo suffered an elec-
tric shock and fell face down into
the pool.

A hospital staffer at Vachira
Phuket Hospital in Phuket Town
confirmed to the Gazette that Mr
Surasak is conscious and talking.

— Warisa Temram and
Chutharat Plerin
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By Warisa Temram

A PROBE into the issuance of land title
deeds in Phuket has uncovered a history of
widespread encroachment into protected
forest areas and identified government of -
ficiadsas playing the key rolein facilitating
the theft of state property.

Public Sector Anti-Corruption Commis-
sion secretary-general Dusadee Arayawuth,
in Phuket as part of the investigation, last
Friday told the press his office had identi-
fied “hundreds of rai” of land valued at
billions of baht that fell into private hands
through collusion with government officials.

Joining Pol Col Dusadee in his Phuket
investigation was Chote Trachu, permanent
secretary of the Ministry of Natural Re-
sources and Environment.

Among theland plotsidentified weretwo
parcels totaling 15 rai in the Nakalay area
of Kamala, just north of the Patong border.
Both plots had been issued Chanote titles
based on SorKor 1 papers, which are is-
sued by the government to confirm a
holder’s claim of having occupied the land.

However after inspection, the Chanote
titles were found to have been issued based
on SorKor 1 papers representing a differ-
ent or smaller plot. The method of deceit is

Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment Permanent Secretary Chote Trachu (left) and
Public Sector Anti-Corruption Commission secretary-general Pol Col Dusadee Arayawut.

commonly known by Thais as the “Flying
SorKor 1" ruse, explained Col Dusadee.

“The15rai wassold for 200 million baht.
On the SorKor 1, the northern boundary of
the plot was next to afield, but in reality it
isnext to alarge hill,” he said.

That irregularity prompted further in-
vestigation to check all the boundariesand
compare them with the SorKor 1.

“None of the property boundariesin real-
ity matched the description on the SorKor 1,”
Col Dusadee said.

Two other plots at Nakalay — of 8 rai and
19 rai —were issued Chanote titlesin 1994.

“Theland isworth 200 million baht. If a
resort were built there, it would be worth a
billion baht,” said Col Dusadee.

Any Chanote deeds issued in such cases
must have been approved by the Kathu Dis-
trict Chief, an official of the Kathu Land
Office and an officer a the Department of
Forestry Phuket Office at the time, he ex-
plained.

“We are still investigating the peoplein-
volved,” he said. “If we find that any of
these officials have been involved in ille-
galy issuingland titles, wewill presscrimind
charges against them.”

Of particular interest to the investigators
were Chanote titles issued for a45-rai plot
in a“Class C" protected forest in the Ka-
malaHills.

Two Chanotetitles covering atota of 15
rai were issued in the name of a former
deputy governor of Phuket, said Col
Dusadee.

However, he did not specify the year the
deeds were issued or identify which
“former deputy governor” took possession.

Despite the severity of the charges, no
mention of what would be done to reclaim
the land was made at the conference.

Dirty land deals uncovered

Cabinet meetlng spotllghts Phuket development

Black taxi

From page 1

Authority who is now assistant to
the transport minister.

Also present were Phuket Gov-
ernor Tri Augkaradacha, Phuket
City Mayor Somjai Suwansupana
and Phuket MP Raywat Areerab.

The entourage also conducted
site inspections for the underpass
projects at the Darasamut inter-
section (at Central Festival
Phuket), at the Samkong intersec-
tion (at Tesco Lotus on the bypass
road), and at the Bang Khu inter-
section where the bypass road
joins Thepkrasattri Road.

The delegation then retired to
Phuket Provincial Hall to discuss
other major infrastructure
projects already underway or
under consideration and sched-
uled to be put before Cabinet for
funding approval.

“We need to improve Phuket
Airport to be able to handle 12.5
million people a year. Currently,
Phuket Airport can handle 6.5 mil-
lion tourists a year. We will need
to increase the number of bays
for large aircraft from 15 to 25,
and add another 30 baysfor smaller
aircraft. The project will be com-
pleted in 2013,” said Mr Jarupong.

“The cargo building, airplane
maintenance building and new in-
ternational terminal will befinished

Phuket Mayor

City
Suwansupana shows Transport
Minister Jarupong Ruangsuwan the
plans for a mangrove flyover.

Somjai

by April 2014. The renovation of
the existing domestic terminal will
be completed by early 2015. We
will also conduct a study on how
to maketherunway ableto handle
25 flights per hour,” he added.

Mr Jarupong also targeted
projectsthat arelikely to haveasig-
nificant effect on Phuket's
development.

“Transportation links between
the airport and Phuket Town as
well asother tourist attractionswill
also be developed,” he said.

“The Deep Sea Port will be
upgraded to accommodate two
large cruise liners. Chalong Pier
will be developed, under the bud-
get of 200 million baht, to become
the one-stop service point for all

C

Deals all kind hand of knotted and
custom design carpets and killms.
we also make curtain all style blinds
& wallpaper

ic Carpet Company Limited

121.13 oo 4, Tumbon Srisconthon

Thailand 83110

MagicCarpet & Curtain

Kﬂ

Amphur Thalang, Phuket MagicCarpet mmE?lE"::rth .COm
egic-carpel.com

%

Specializing in
WASHING AND REPAIRING
CARPETS & UPHOLSTERY
free pick-up and delivery

Mahbile: 081 - 9563061
= Tal: (+66) 76 271 110

email: info

yachts sailing in and out of
Phuket,” Mr Jarupong said.

On roads, Highways Depart-
ment Director-General Wanchai
Phaklak explained that his office
had three main projects underway
to help alleviate traffic woes. an
underpass at Darasamut intersec-
tion, an underpass at Samkong
intersection and an underpass at
Bang Khu intersection.

Department Of Rural Roads
Director-General Chatchai Thip-
sunaree added, “We will improve
the Kathu — Nakoh road that leads
13 kilometers to the Kathu Min-
ing Museum.

“For the Klong Koh Pee road
project, we will seek Cabinet for
permission to build the bridge over
the mangrove forest.

“We are also carrying out an
environmental-impact study on
the new road between Chalong to

Patong. It's afive-kilometer road
starting from the Luangpu Supha
Templein Chalong.

“Oncethe study has been com-
pleted, we will propose the
project to the Cabinet to seek per-
mission permission to build the
road through protected forest
there,” he added.

Mr Prapat, Assistant to the
Transport Minister, returned the
discussion back to what he called
Phuket’s two “dream” projects:
the light-rail network and the
Patong Tunnel.

“Both areredly big projectsthat
need foreign investment. We will
have to further discuss the fund-
ing issues.

“If these projects do go ahead,
we will use Phuket as a model for
mega-project investmentsin other
major tourist towns,” Mr Prapat
said.

At "Into the Sea", the signature restaurant at the Evason Phuket & Bon Island,

driversgiven
ultimatum

PHUKET Airport Director
Prathuang Sornkham and Wantha
Phummararossukontha, Assistant
Director of Phuket Provincial
Transport Office (PPTO), have
warned illegal taxi drivers to ob-
tainthecorrect license plate or face
stiff fines.

Mr Wantha said action was be-
ing taken because many passengers
complained of overcharging by
“black plate’ taxi drivers.

“To protect passengers, we will
be conducting checks for illegal
taxis. For the first two weeks of-
fenderswill receiveawarning,” he
said. “ After two weeks, anyone op-
erating a taxi without the correct
license will be fined 2,000 baht.”

1

1Y

f

chef Lluis Cantons's Modern Logical Cuisine showcases his latest innovation in the
form of new, creatives interpretions of a cuisine that has both visual and textural
appeal. The taste and focus on fresh wholesome and local ingredients are paramount.

The wine program, created by our Sommelier, Harry Haan, has been granted the
Wine Spectator Award of Excellence for three years in a row.

® o

I I I 3ES
REST

EVASON PHUKET
&BON ISLAND

2011

Facebook com/EvasonPhuketAndBonlsland

100 Moo 2, Viset Road, Rawai, Muang, Phuket 83130
Facebook com/IntotheSeaRestaurant

T: +66 (0) 76 381 010 ext. 6 E: restitsm-phuket@evasonresorts.com www.evasonresorts.com



4 PHUKET GAZETTE

PHUKET NEWS

March 17 - 23, 2012

Bus Terminal 2 scheduled
to open ‘after Songkran’

THE Administrative Court
in Nakhon Sri Thammarat
hasthrown out acomplaint
against work on the new
turning in front of Phuket
Bus Terminal 2, which the
Land Transport Office
hopesto havein operation
shortly after the upcoming
Songkran holiday.

Phuket Land Transport
Office [PLTO] chief
Teerayut Prasertpol re-
ceived a call from the
court last Friday inform-
ing him of theruling, which clears
the last hurdle to the opening of
the terminal that was completed
27 months ago at a cost of 128
million baht.

“An official written summary
is expected to arrive in Phuket
next week,” he said.

“The Administrative Court dis-
missed a complaint filed by
Bussaya Lianudom, wife of
former Rassada Mayor Suratin
Lianudom, charging that creating
aturning in front of Phuket Bus
Terminal 2 would endanger her
home and its residents, as well

The new turnlng in front of the terminal has sparked
much debate. Photo: Chaiyot Yongcharoenchai

increase the likelihood of road ac-
cidentsin the area,” he said.

“On February 28, she accused
the Department of Highways and
the head of its Phuket Office with
working illegally on the project
and requested that the Court or-
der a work stoppage until the
Court ruled on the case,” he said.

However, by thetime the Court
received the complaint. Workers
from subcontracting firm the
Chaiyakorn Company appeared at
the site around dawn on February
25 and quickly got to work on the
3-million-baht project.

A stretch of median
strip, as well as shade
trees that once covered it,
were gone before the
Court even had a chance
of considering issuing a
stoppage order.

Mr Bussaya's com-
plaint charged that some
400 busesaday would pull
out of the terminal using
the new turning, most be-
tween the hours of 5am
and midnight.

The buses would spew
fumes near her home as they went
through their lower gears, creat-
ing agreat deal of noise pollution
in the process, she wrote.

Theturning would alsoincrease
danger to pedestrians trying to
cross the road due to decreased
visibility, while attracting scores
of tuk-tuks, taxis and other ser-
vice vehicles, she charged.

The complaint also charged that
buses might endanger vehicles
traveling southbound because the
access road to the terminal is
sloped.

— Phuket Gazette
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Will more

With Prime Minister Yingluck Shinawatra due to
land on the island in time for the Cabinet meeting
on March 19-20, Patong Municipality recently

staged a public discussion on whether Phuket’s
top tourism town should become a Special

Administrative Zone.

The Phuket Gazette’s Warisa Temram reports.

PATONG Mayor Pian Keesin has
publicly declared his stand on the
need for Patong to be become a
Special Administrative Zone.

His call for the administrative
change received much support at
a public meeting held recently to
present and explain the concept to
local residents and business

people.

the conference.

“1 am not happy with the way
Patong is currently administered.
We have 16,000 people registered
as living in Patong, but we have
more 100,000 peopleliving here,”
he added.

Mayor Pian explained that un-
der the current rulesfor allocation

of government

The meeting
was coordinated
through Patong
Municipaity and
the Bangkok-
based Community
Organizations
Development In-
stitute (CODI),
an independent
public organiza-
tion under the
Ministry of Socia

funding, budgets
are allocated to
cater to the num-
ber of people
registered as liv-
ing in an area.
They are not
allocated accord-
ing to the actual
number of people
living there.
“It's not fair.
We generate so

Development and
Human Security.

The hearing
also followed
Government
Spokesman
Prompong
Nopparit publicly
announcing his
support for the
change during a
recent visit to

‘Patong, and Phuket,
generate a lot of money
for the country. |
understand that the
central government has
to take care of other
provinces, but the
government seems to

much money for
the economy, but
we get so little
budget funding
from the central
government be-
cause of the way
the budgets are
allocated.

“If we were a
special adminis-
trative zone like

Phuket. forget that Phuketis ~ Bangkok and

For the long . Pattaya, we
term, Patong facing many problems  would collect
should apply to with development.’ enough money to
be a special ad- develop our-

ministrative area
for tourism, just
like Pattaya. That will makeit easier
to manage al the local problems
without going through the Minis-
try of Interior,” Mr Prompong told
the press.

At the meeting, held at Phuket
the Gracelands Resort & Spa on
March 7, Mayor Pian fired the
first salvo, strongly advocating
for Phuket’s leading resort town
to have more self-governing au-
thority.

“Patong should have the ability
to fully manage itself, to manage
the money that it collects and how
that money is spent on develop-
ment and people,” Mayor Piantold

Li E
COLLECTION

wwwi.liocollection.com
Tel. +66 76 325 585

Opposite Tesco Lotus Cherngtalay

— Patong Mayor Pian Keesin

selves [without
having to ask
Bangkok for funding],” he said.

“Patong, and Phuket, generate
a lot of money for the country. |
understand that the central gov-
ernment has to take care of other
provinces, but the government
seemsto forget that Phuket isfac-
ing many problems with
development.

“If things continue as they are,
Phuket will become like Pattaya
20 years ago,” he warned.

A recent press release quoting
statistics from the Tourism Au-
thority of Thailand (TAT) claimed
that Phuket contributes 137 billion
baht to Thailand’s tourism indus-

Find more
Recruitment
Classified

ads at

www.phuketgazette.net!
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power solve Patong’s woes?

try revenue, accounting for
around 30% of the total tourism
income in Thailand.

Tourism is the critical business
in Patong, and Patong Entertain-
ment Business
Association
(PEBA) President
Weerawit
Kurasombat ech-
oed Mayor Pian’s
comments.

“Patong has
grown so fast. The
current form of
administration
cannot manage
Patong’s develop-
ment problems.

“Patong con-
tributes so much
money to the economy and pays
so much tax to the central gov-
ernment, but gets so little money

‘Would this solve all of
Patong’s problems? |
don’t think so. A special
administrative zone is
not the way to solve all
the problems.’

— Dr Jatupong Kaewsai,
Chief Administrative

istrative Zone?

* A special administration zone jg
independent from thehroViNCEREOIAEXanpIe
Pattaya‘is still‘under-the adminiStation ITACHON IE
province: However,, the likelJABENETiISTOT dmuni
area stch as’Pato PE

back to develop the city.

“If Patong became a special ad-
ministrative zone, we could collect
our own tax and use it to develop
the city,” he said.

The Phuket
Chamber of
Commerce rep-
resentative
Jalan Sungsarn,
however, cau-
tioned  that
making Patong
a special ad-
ministrative
zone alone was
not enough to

Officer (Palad), Kathu  TP00E 800
District Office g
the town.
“We need to

make sure we have good, hon-
est, trustworthy, reliable people
in charge to make sure the right
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decisions are made and to get
things done. Otherwise making
Patong a special administration
zone will make no difference at
all,” he said.

Patong people will be taking up
that challenge later this year,
when they go to the polls to elect
a new Patong Mayor and Mu-
nicipal Council. A date has yet
to be set for the Patong election,
but under election law Mayor
Pian will not be allowed to en-
ter, as he is currently completing
his second consecutive term.

Dr Jatupong Kaewsai, Chief
Administrative Officer (Palad) at
Kathu District Office, also posed
the question whether a change in
the form of administration would
solve Patong’s problems.

“Patong has developed very
quickly, with so many problems.
There should be more focus on

THAI LUXURY CHARTERS

CRUISING THE PEARL OF THE ANDAMAN

FOR ALL ENQUIRIES : (ENGLISH) PERRY 08 0562 6731

(THAI)

TUKTA 08 4611 4426
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COMPANY LIMITED

TAT LICENSE 34100793

Patong developmental problems.

“We should ask ourselves why
the current form of administra-
tion is not working and what
would the benefits be of Patong
becoming a special administrative
zone. Would this solve all of
Patong’s problems? I don’t think
so. A special administrative zone
is not the way to solve all the
problems.” he said.

Rachin Thongmakkul of the
Patong Hotel Association dis-
agreed. He called for more
self-regulation, arguing it would
be more responsive to Patong’s
needs.

“We fully agree with Patong
becoming a special administrative
zone. It would go a long way to-
ward helping to resolve all the
negative aspects that affects tour-
ists who come here.

“For example, Patong should
have a genuine Tourist Service
Center. Also, we could set up a
one-stop shop for all government
services instead of business op-
erators having to go to 10
different offices to get all the pa-
perwork they need,” he said.

Suthep Chaovalit, director of

the Human Resource Develop-
ment and Management Institute
in Bangkok, voiced his support
for the change, adding that now
was the right time to push for it.

“The time is right, right now.
The government supports the
change and the AEC 2015 [Asean
Economic Community] is ap-
proaching.

“Thailand is aiming to lead the
Asean nations as the tourism and
aviation hubs for the region. This
will help us achieve that goal,”
Mr Suthep said.

Local residents at the meeting
who the Gazette spoke to all
voiced their support.

They will have the chance to
express their opinions and to pro-
pose what they want at the next
public meeting on Patong becom-
ing a special administrative zone.
That meeting will be held ex-
pressly to gather public feedback,
explained Mayor Pian.

At the time of going to press,
a date and venue had yet to be
set for that meeting.

Additional reporting by Chaiyot
Yongcharoenchai
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Police recover bumper haul

By Warisa Temram

POLICE are urging residents in
Chalong whose houses have been
robbed recently to come forward
and claim items recovered after the
arrest of two suspects landed
more than 100 stolen goods.

The news comes after Phuket
Provincial Police Commander
Chonasit Wattanavrangkul pre-
sided over a press conference at
Chalong Police Station on March
12, held to present Thawatchai
Tipyotin, 42, and Jenjira Artharn,
25, both from Phuket.

The two are charged with theft
at night, illegal possession of a fire-
arm and ammunition, carrying a
firearm in a public place and re-
sisting arrest.

Chalong Police Deputy Super-
intendent Boonlert Onklang led
officers to an apartment in Phuket
Town where Thawatchai and
Jenjira were arrested.

In the apartment officers found

one .38 handgun, eight bullets, a
handmade gun and 104 stolen
items, including Buddha amulets,
a sword, clothes, boxing gloves,
watches, cameras and other items.
The suspects confessed to rob-
bing eight houses in Chalong and
another in Thalang, he said.
“Chalong Police had received
reports from foreigners that their
homes had been robbed,” he said.
The couple were nearly caught
on March 7, when a patrol officer
saw the couple riding along Patak

Just some of the 100 plus items
recovered by police.

Road in Karon.

As Thawatchai and Jenjira and
the motorbike matched a descrip-
tion wanted by the police, the
officer stopped them at the en-
trance to Patak Road Soi 16.

The couple fought the officer
and finally Jenjira pulled a gun and
threatened to shoot the officer if
he did not let them go.

The couple left the motorbike
behind and ran off on foot.

Under the motorbike seat, the
officer found the license plate. He
also found a wig and a cap.

Later that same night, police
received a report that Noppra
Pirapada was threatened at gun-
point to hand over his motorbike.

The couple sped off toward
Karon Circle, but apparently failed
to negotiate the curve in front of
Karon Temple.

Picking themselves up off the
ground, Thawatchai and Jenjira
then forced 52-year-old passing
motorist Suwannee Tipnoo to

Jenjira and Thawatchai are unlikely to be this close together for a while.

hand over her motorbike.

However, while getting on the
motorbike, the gun accidentally
fired, shooting Thawatchai in the
right leg, Jenjira told police.

Although he had just been shot,
Thawatchai opened the throttle
and sped off toward Patong with
Jenjira sitting behind.

At the press conference
Monthicha Mooksri said that she
saw Thawatchai and Jenjira walk-
ing away from her home in Rawai
on February 19.

“I ran after them and I grabbed
my laptop back, but they took off
with my iPad and 4,000 baht
cash,” she said.

Body lotion bust reveals bike and drug gang

TWO shoplifters caught at a 7-
Eleven store were later found to
be involved in the theft of seven
motorbikes and were dealers of ya
ice (crystal methamphetamine),
police announced on March 9.

Staff at the 7-Eleven store near
Phuket International Airport in-
formed police that a man and
woman were caught on the
store’s CCTV system stealing
items from the shop.

Police arrived and detained
Daorueng Budda and Tawan
Dechjirachoti, both 28, for pos-
session of five stolen bottles of
Nivea lotion.

During questioning, Mr Tawan
admitted that he had also stolen
motorbikes to pay for drugs, said

police.

Acting on that information, Tah
Chat Chai Police set up a “sting”
operation, with plainclothes police
officers posing as drug buyers.

At an unreported location in
Rassada, police arrested a third
member of the gang, Suphachai
Wareesri, 28. Mr Suphachai was
found in possession of two bags
of ya ice, four stolen motorbikes
and 7,000 baht in cash.

Another three motorbikes were
recovered after Mr Tawan admit-
ted stealing them from Thalang
and Phuket City areas.

All were charged with theft, re-
ceiving stolen property and selling
drugs.

— Warisa Temram
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Immigration
tops list of
‘most worn-out

complaint’ in
Phuket poll

GRIPING about immigration re-
quirements is overwhelmingly the
topic readers are most tired of
hearing foreigners complain
about, according to the most re-
cent Phuket Gazette Readers’ Poll.

A total of 1,982 readers took
part, which ran from February 17
until March 8.

Readers were asked: “Which of
the following topics are you most
tired of hearing foreigners in
Phuket complain about?”

Overall, 61.4% answered “Im-
migration requirements”, almost
four times as many as the second
most popular choice “tuk-tuks,
taxis” at 15.6%.

Less popular choices were “lo-
cal driving habits” (8.6%),
“overpriced alcohol” (5%) and
“double-pricing” (5%). The least
popular was “jet-skis” (4.4%).

A breakdown by demographic
revealed some interesting trends.

Those who identified them-
selves as “local foreign residents”
(71%) overwhelmingly identified
“Immigration requirements” as the
most irksome common complaint.

In contrast, Thais were more
likely to opt for “tuk-tuks, taxis”
(40%) or “local driving habits”
(33%), with “immigration require-
ments” coming in third at 12%.

Among tourists, “tuk-tuks,
taxis” was the most popular
choice at 38%, followed by “jet-
skis” (16%) and “immigration
requirements” (14%).

Perhaps ironically, the poll it-
self became a topic of complaint
among many in the Readers’ Fo-
rum.

— Phuket Gazette
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'Rap€ video Increases
tension in Deep South

A VIDEO of aThai soldier having
sex with a16-year-old Muslim girl
in the Deep South province of
Pattani has caused outrage among
local people and led to the arrests
of two privates on gang-rape
charges.

Theincident led to aprotest in
neighboring Yala province by
more than 300 students, who de-
manded an investigation into the
case and justice for the girl and
her family.

The clip showed Pvt Winai
Klangwichai, 21, having inter-
course with the girl. While the
victim does not appear to struggle,
she attempts to hide her face.

The video was filmed by Pvt
Somyos Jantharaphut, who is
heard shouting encouragements at
his friend. Pvt Somyos forwarded
theclip to friends, who distributed
it more widely.

The two privates handed them-
selves in to police on March 6.

They are being charged with gang
rape and separating a minor from
her parents, without their consent,
for molestation purposes.

While the age of consent ac-
cording to the Thai Criminal Code
was 15, a later amendment made
it an offense to have sex with a
person under the age of 18.

The suspectsare being detained
at Inkhayuthaboriharn military
camp in Pattani pending trial.

The case has sparked outrage
among local residents, who rallied
at Yala Rajabhat University to de-
mand a “fair” investigation.

They aso demanded justice for
other victims of army abuses. The

Ydlow-shirts call

off drect

THE People' sAlliancefor Democ-
racy (PAD) has called off its
planned street protests against the
government’s constitutional re-
form program — with conditions.

The decision was announced at
a peaceful rally at Bangkok’s
Lumpini Park on March 9, during
which several PAD yellow-shirt
leaders took to the stage.

Chief among them was Sondhi
Limthongkul, who told the crowd
of about 3,000 that he would con-
tinue to battle former prime
minister Thaksin Shinawatra, who
lives abroad to escape a two-year
jail sentence for corruption.

Last month, Bangkok Criminal
Court found Mr Sondhi guilty of
securities fraud, sentencing him to
20yearsinjail. Hewasgranted bail.

The decision by the PAD to
shelve threatened street protests

GRASS SYSTE

Greeny Artificial grass for sale (L NYY)

M www.greenygrass.com Tel, 083-588-0

Yellow-shirt protester in Bangkok
last year. Photo: AFP

was made on two conditions:
that proposed constitutional
amendments do not change the
status of the monarchy, and that
they do not result in an amnesty
for Mr Thaksin.
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Emergency Decreein place in the
three southern border provinces
protects officials from prosecu-
tion, leading to what local people
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clam is a*“culture of impunity”.

The Emergency Decreewas ex-
tended for another 60 days for the
27" time on March 13.

Compensation
for Killed

protest victim

THAILAND will offer US$250,000
(about 7.6 million baht) compen-
sation to the family of a Japanese
cameraman who was shot dead
during the red-shirt protests of
2010.

The country will also send a
letter of condolence to the rela-
tives of Hiroyuki Muramoto, who
died on April 10, one of the most
violent days of the protests.

“The letter is issued on behalf
of the Thai prime minister to
Hiroyuki's family and to inform
them of the compensation they are
entitled to receive like others,”
Prime Minister Yingluck
Shinawatra told reporters, as
quoted by AFP.

Mrs Yingluck made the an-
nouncement before embarking on
an official trip to, among other
things, assure Japanese companies
that Thailand was taking the nec-
essary steps to prevent similar
catastrophes to the flooding last
year.

The premier said her itinerary
was too busy to visit Mr
Muramoto’sfamily during thevisit.

Coming Soon
Grand Opening

PRINN jewelry

Mafia Studio
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Digging up dirt
to clear apath

CYNICS may see the effort by the Office of the Public Sector
Anti-Corruption Commission (PACC) to investigate officials who
allegedly colluded with investors to steal state land in Phuket as
just the latest in a series of politically-inspired witch hunts. How-
ever, we should hold out hope for any effort to expose corrup-
tion, especially when elected officials and “civil servants’ are
among the alleged perpetrators.

The history of land rights in Phuket has been like Pandora’'s
Box. Corruption and collusion have been consistently powerful
forces, so much so that most of the abuses will never be exposed.
We have experienced many times what can happen to those who
try to bring them to light.

This space is far too limited to list all the scandals involving
land rights issues in Phuket over the years, but the net result is
a landscape of vast inequity. On one hand are families that be-
gan to amass fortunes in the tin-mining era and have since
parlayed their holdings to become fabulously wealthy with huge
landholdings at the advent of the tourism industry and ensuing
real estate boom.

At the other end are poor communities such as the sea gyp-
sies, who have lived in certain seaside areas for generations,
yet find themselves at the mercy Bangkok-based investors who
appear out of nowhere with state-issued deeds and marching
orders.

The 2,000 families in the Soi Kingkaew community of Rassada
now fear mass eviction following the shocking presentation of a
SorKor 1 paper, reportedly issued over 80 years ago.

This case highlights some of the absurd realities that have
developed on the ground in Phuket over the years. Soi Kingkaew,
once a vast expanse of verdant mangrove forest, is still nomi-
nally protected as such by the state. This is despite the fact that
most of the land in dispute is now home to little more than a
shanty town.

Rounding out theirony isthe fact these very same people who
encroached on the mangroves in the first place are now donning
the environmentalist mantle in telling the holder of the antique
SorKor 1 he cannot exercise his claim to the land because it is, or
at least once was, protected mangrove forest.

The Gazette will closely follow thework of the PACC. Wedon’t
expect all the abuses of the past to be addressed, but will re-
member that after the curious Pandora opened the box letting
loose all of the evilsin the world at least one thing remained
inside: hope.

If we can finally begin holding at least some officials account-
able, perhaps we can gradually start moving away from a dark
past to a brighter future.
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Witnessing horror

| am the School Consultant of
Earth Language Training Centreon
Phang-Nga Road in Phuket Town.
One of our contracts is Anubaan
Phuket.

At about 4:15pm, a teacher,
who works for my school and
is contracted at Anubaan Phuket,
came into the office devastated
after having witnessed a young
student from Anubaan Phuket
being hit by atruck on the inter-
section of Montri Road.

He reported that the poor kid
was “covered in red from head to
toeinstantly”. It took me all night
to comfort him.

| want to report this incident
as | am sick to the bottom of my
heart of truck driverskilling inno-
cent children.

When will they be accountable
for their actions?

When will the*my brakes have
failed” excuse be outlawed and
people pay the price that they
must pay?

Ady Hughes
Phuket

It’'sapark, not a
parkinglot

| have had the opportunity to
enjoy King Rama IX Park for
nearly 20 years and have seen the
park’s ups and downs.

There have been many great
improvements including the new
exercise facilities and also the up-
grade of the children’s playground.

Less positive, however, is the
increase of driving in the park, as
well as the cars and motorbikes
that are parked in the main park.

This development mars the ex-
perience of the park for recreational
users and contradictsthe intention
of the park as arefuge from street
noise, pollution and the bustle of
the city.

We all know the local govern-

to the Editor

ment has many tasks to manage:
an increased population, tourists,
crime and traffic congestion. Gen-
eraly, they do agood job.
| hope the local government
can set aside some time to con-
sider making King Rama | X Park
free of vehicles, because future
generations will have a greater
need for recreationa activitiesthan
ever before.
Naturelover
Phuket

Tactical drinking

Re: Gazette online, Phuket alco-
hol ban for Makha Bucha Day,
March 6

| totally agree that we all have
to respect a country’s laws and
cultural traditions.

But as usual, all the Thais and
long-term expats know about al-
cohol bans for Makha Bucha. So,
many of the Thais are just going
to buy their Mekong or whatever
else the day before the holiday.
The next day, they will organize
picnics at home or next to the
beach. Expats will buy beer the
day before and organize BBQs, and
in the end the tourists who just
want a drink while on their holi-
day get punished because they
didn’t know about the ban.

manneken p
Gazetteforum

Shiny carsdon’t
mean athing

Re: Gazette online, Phuket Police
to start patrols with the ‘All
Blacks', March 8

“The new patrol vehiclesare ex-
pected to improve our international

image,” said Lt Col Charturong.
Image and respect are quite dif-
ferent. International observers are
not fooled by fancy new cars. It
is what you do and don’t do that

is important.

| would rather have an honest
police force in beaten-up pick-ups,
than a [suspect] one in new cars.
Chas
Gazetteforum

|"ve got bees!

Re: Gazette online, Bee swarmin-
vades Krabi school, March 11
| have yellow bees with broad
black bands, which have invaded
my garden in droves. They seem
to live in holes bored into a tree.
| have been stung once. Ouch!
The place was numb and swollen
for three days.
| have smoked thetreeand tried
poisoning them — no success. It
seems | must cut the tree down.
| certainly would not want chil-
dren around these little critters.
Suart
Gazetteforum

Voting motivation

Two men arrived at my house
last Sunday, with the burlier one
carrying a 500-baht note in hand.

As they approached my front
door, my landlord, who lives next
door, shouted out, “No need. A
farang lives in that house.”

They dl started laughing and the
two gentleman walked away.

| am guessing that these two
men walking house to house with
500-baht notes had nothing to do
with the two pamphlets| received
the day before from each of the
parties contesting the March 25
Chalong Municipal election...

Damien Evans
Chalong
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No complaints, but

ready to head home

FIRST

PERSON

AS A Burmese worker you don’t
want to complain to the authori-
ties, because you don’t want to
create problems with anyone in
Thailand.

For the past 20 years | have
beenworking in Thailand and have
not been back to Burma. Both my
parents passed away while | was
working here. For many years |
had jobs in Ranong working on
fishing boats and construction
sites. | can lay bricks, paint or
carry out glazing work.

The worst employment | had
was when they didn’t pay me for
almost amonth. However, | didn’t
complain to the authorities. In the
end | left and went to work for
another employer.

Beforel cameto Thailand | was
arice farmer and worked on fish-
ing boats in Burma. The wages
were very low and | was unable
to support my family. | decided
to leave. At that time the police
were not strict on immigrants
entering Thailand.

I met my wife years ago in
Phuket while working in a field.
Her husband had passed away
leaving her with two children back
in Burma. She has only been
home to visit once in the eight
years. Her daughter is13 yearsold
and her sonis 10. | have only seen
photos of them, but | think of them
as my own. We call them once a
month and sometimesthey call us,
but we don’t talk too long as in-

Issues & Answers...

Than Nyunt is a 45-year-old
Burmese migrant worker who
has been living in Thailand for
20 years. He is happy with his
work in Phuket, but feels he
should avoid filing complaints
with the authorities. He and his
wife hope to earn enough
money to allow them to go back
to Burma in couple of years and
build a house for them and her
two children.

ternational calls are expensive.
My current employer treats me
very well becausel’m herelegally.
Here in Phuket | earn more than
300 baht per day and | have the
right to go to a government hos-
pital and pay only 30 baht for
treatment. We transfer some
money back to our family in
Burma. If there is someone we
know well who isgoing to Ranong

Burmese are the bulk of construction workers in Phuket. Photo: Gazette

we give them the money to ex-
change and deposit in the bank.
My wife and | are planing to
go back to Burma in another two
years, but it depends on how much
we manage to save. We are trying
to save enough money to build our
own house in Burma. My wife al-
ready has a plot of land, so
hopefully we will have enough
money go home and build ahouse.

Phuket climbing:
no rocks, nowals

PHUKET issurrounded by world-
class rock climbing. Koh Phi Phi,
Koh Yao Noi and, without adoubt,
Krabi all have stunning geological
edifices.

The first glimpse of the land-
scape of Krabi, with its enormous
limestone cliffs, and towers ris-
ing out of the jungle like the
half-buried limbs of the titans, is
inspirational — an almost spiritual
moment for a climber. Yet herein
Phuket, there is nothing. But who
is to blame for this lack of geo-
logical creativity? As much as |
would like to point afinger at the
Phuket Provincial Administration
Organization (OrBorJor), the tuk-
tuk mafia or even the “certain
individual sthat cannot be named”,
it wouldn't be very fair.

But as Phuket continues to
evolve into the training grounds
for top-notch athletes, there is no
excuse for not having a climbing
wall somewhere among the circus
of tourist attractions and training
centers.

For many climbers, Phuket is
themost logical placeto cal home.
There's the ease of finding a job,
there's the infrastructure, and of
course, there' sitsrelative position
to world-class climbing craigs.
However, there are no training
grounds on the island, making it
nearly impossible for Phuket
climbersto get the necessary train-
ing to rack up first ascents on all
the beautiful climbs in their
neighbor’s backyard.

There have been several at-
tempts to establish climbing walls
in Phuket. One ill-conceived idea
joined a climbing wall with abar,
which reminded me of the archery
range inside a bar complex in

Isaac Heacock belaying at Hoosier
Heights Indoor Rock Climbing Gym
Indiana, USA. Photo: Hoosier Heights

HENWRUEY

By Ginny de la Sauza

Do you have an opinion to voice?
Email Editor@PhuketGazette.net

Buenos Aires — perhaps not the
best idea.

Themost recent failureto main-
tain a climbing wall was at
Laguna, where the wall is no
longer available to climbers.

With more than 100 dedicated
climbersaready on theisland and
bus loads of tourists eager for en-
tertainment, thereisno reason that
my small hometown, stuck in the
cornfields of America’sgrain belt,
can support a climbing gym and
Phuket can't.

...asking the questions that affect you...

A world of sound

Thelevel of noiseisincreasing
inAo Po. A general problemisthe
longtails with car engines, but no
mufflers. Isn’t there a law against
the use of these engines?

The latest contribution to the
noise comes over 10 loudspeak-
ers, which are sharing the Muslim
call to prayer five times a day
starting at 5am.

Is it possible for those who
want to listen to this to use ara
dio/TV channel, so other residents
can get a good night's sleep?

Farangin Ao Po
Ao Po

Phuritat Theerakulpisut, Ma-
rine Office Director replies:
According to Marine Depart-
ment Regulations, longtail boats
are allowed to produce noise up
to 100 A-weighted decibels.
Generally, longtail boats will
have a four-stroke engine, which
doesn’t cause too much noise, but
some drivers switch to a Kubota

engine and also modify the ex-
haust pipe, because they believe
that it will make the boat faster —
those modifications produce more
noise. However, Marine Depart-
ment staff will measure the noise
level every year.

For more information contact
the Phuket Marine Department at
076-391174

Rapin Suwansin, Vice Gover nor
of Pa Khlok Administrative Or-
ganization replies:

We cannot do anything about
the sound from Muslim calls to
prayer — it is a religious ritual.
Because Ao Po is home to one
of the biggest Muslim commu-
nities in Phuket, the residents
have to accept and respect their
daily religious activities.

Pramote Mungkung of Bang
Rong Mosque Committee re-
plies:

The speakersare generally used

Send us your gueries and
we'll ask the right people
to respond to them.,

Submit your issue at

www.PhuketGazette.net/
IssuesAnswers

to broadcast Adhan “call to
prayer” from the mosques five
times a day.

There isn't a fixed volume but
it isusually set to cover the com-
munity the mosque is located in.

The purpose of the call is to
remind Muslimsin the community
to come to the mosque or to re-
mind them that it's time to pray.

Though I’'m not sure when the
muslim community first started
living here, | know that they have
been here for generations.

Sometimes when the loud-
speakers don’'t work we receive
complaints because they were
busy working or doing other ac-
tivities and forgot to pray.

Eradication of trees

| live off a newly named road
caled KataBuri Soi on Kata Hill,
where there is much devel opment
being undertaken by one particu-
lar developer. Asaresult, thetrees
and other floraare being cut down
at an astronomical rate, much of
which | feel is unnecessary. Is
there agovernment office or body
that isresponsiblefor such issues?
If there is, | would like contact
details please, so that | may con-
tact them on this matter.
Concernedresident
Kata

Sarayut Wasinanont, an engi-
neer at the Public Works Divi-
sion, at Kata-Karon Municipal-
ity replies:

The Public Works Division at
Kata-Karon Municipality is re-
sponsible for issuing building
permits in our area. If the correct
written legal permission has been
issued by the relevant authority,
then the developer is permitted to
cut the trees down on the land

specified. However, sometreesare
protected.

If you have a doubt about
whether or not the developer has
a building permit and permission
to clear the land, and has satisfied
all the requirements for being is-
sued a building permit, such as
being approved for an Environ-
mental Impact Assessment (EIA)
for the project, then please check
with our office by calling 076-
330186 or visiting our office at 1
KataRoad, Karon, Muang, Phuket.
Our office is open Monday-Friday
from 8:30am to 4:30pm.

An officer at the Khao Pra
Taew Wildlife Conservation
Center in Thalang replies:

Special permission must be
obtained from the Royal Forest
Department in order to cut down
teak and rubber trees. In Phuket,
the Phuket Provincial Office Of
Natural Resources and Environ-
ment can answer queries about
who has been granted this permis-
sion. Tel: 076-273017-8. Email:
admin@phuketenvioffice.org.
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Andaman motor

show drives sales

By Chaiyot Yongcharoenchai

THE 14th Andaman Motor Show,
organized last week at
HomeWorks, opposite Central
Festival Phuket, concluded with
one of its most vibrant years in
car sales.

The six-day event, this year un-
der the theme “Summer on the
Beach”, ended on Wednesday.

“Wedon't havefinal figuresfor
the overall number of car loan ap-
plicationsyet, but | have to admit
that we are making better sales
this year than the first two years
we attended,” said Phichet
Siripreuttikun, Kiatnakin Bank’s
New Car Loan Marketing Man-
ager for all of Thailand.

“By the nature of this kind of
event, people usualy make their

decision whether or not to buy a
car on the second-last day or on the
final day of the show,” he added.

The trend for the car buyers this
year is favoring pickup trucks and
eco-friendly cars, said Mr Phichet.

“Pickups have became more
popular sincetheflooding in Cen-
tral Thailand, but this year is
another good year for the eco-
car market,” he added.

“We have approved more loans
for peoplein Phuket compared with
all other provincesin Southern Thai-
land,” Mr Phichet explained.

Kritchapanat Patwarasit, Market-
ing and Managing Director of event
organizer ND Productions, pointed
out there are vehicles from eight
major Phuket deal ershipson display
at the show: namely Toyota, Isuzu,
Volvo, Mazda, Chevrolet, Nissan,

Ford, Mitsubishi, among others.

“Besides the wide range of ve-
hicles from all the top deslerships,
people who want to buy a car can
expect specid promotions that are
difficult to resist,” he added.

Phuket resident Sumed
Sutthikul, 42, agreed.

“I want to buy a pickup truck
and | came to this event because
| know | can expect tempting deals
here — and | have found some
great deals, even better than what
they are offering at the show-
rooms,” said Mr Sumed.

“I will have to discuss this with
my family and make a decision be-
fore the show closes,” he added.

Not all visitors were seeking
a new car as the complimentary
entertainment provided a major
attraction in itself.
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NICE HEADLIGHTS: The 14th Andaman Motor Show featured lots of eye
candy for spectators to enjoy Photo: Chaiyot Yongcharoenchai.

Popular Thai singer Kanitkul
“Praw” Nestbud performed amini-
concert to a large crowd on
Sunday, while the Andaman Junior
Talent Contest on Saturday drew
families from across the island.

And what Thai car show
would be complete without sexy
girl beauty competitions?

Mr Kritchapanat said: “Motor
shows are all about special cars,

tempting promotions and beau-
tiful ladies. . .”

Every night of the event fea-
tured coyote dancers, with its
finale: ‘ Sexy Wash, featuring
Ananya‘Baifern’ Mongkolthai —
runner-up of The Look
Supermodel 2011 beauty pageant
— and the Final 20 contestant of
the Miss Maxim 2011 contest,
among other famous models.

APSA

ASIA-Pacific Superyacht Associa
tion (APSA) is gearing up for the
Phuket International Boat Show
(PIMEX), to be held at the award-
winning Royal Phuket Marina
from March 29 to April 1.

The leading consumer boat show
inAsia, PIMEX will featurethelarg-
et in-water boat display with more
than 50 boats representing leading
brands from around the world.

gears up for

The line up is set to include
everything from uber-luxe multi-
million dollar luxury superyachts
to power boats, sailing yachts,
tenders and dinghies, attracting
boat enthusiasts and marine
lifestyle-lovers from across Asia
and around the globe.

“The boat brands you see in
Monaco, Cannesand Fort Lauder-
dale, youwill find hereat PIMEX.
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The number and diversity of
brands is impressive, but more
important is the quality of boats
ondisplay thisyear,” said PIMEX
Show Director Andy Dowden.

“Thelargest boat on display this
year is a 92-foot powerboat, and
the smallest a little over 20-foot.
Andthereiseverythingin between
— different sizes, specifications,
prices, power and sail. Whatever
your boating needs, you
will find something to
suit at PIMEX,” added
Dowden.

The Ferretti Group,
together with local dedler
LeeMarine, will beshow-
ing the 92-foot Pershing
— the largest boat at
PIMEX 2012 -aswell as
a number of other mod-
els. For thefirst time this
year, theflagship Fairline
Squadron 78 Custom — a
first show in Asia— will
be presented by Derani
Yachts, and Sunseeker
will be showing three
luxury flybridge yachts—
the Manhattan 73, 63 and 53.

Princess have an exciting line-
up with Asia Premieres for the
V52 — a sports yacht — the P60 —
a brand new model for Princess —
and the 72MY.

There are also many quality
mid-sized powerboats on display,
and an increase in the number of
sail boats showing this year, in-
cluding the new Jeanneau 57,
Prestige 440S and the award-win-
ning Tartan 4000 which is
showing for the first timein Asia,
to name just some. And for those
looking to dip a toe in the water
of boat ownership, Absolute
World Group are offering Frac-
tional Boat Ownership.

Visitors to PIMEX 2011 came

oating

from over 15 countries, with a
good number from outside of
Asia. Russia was a big market in
2011 and is expected to be a
growth market this year.

“We had alot of positive feed-
back from last year’s exhibitors on
the mix of visitor nationalities and
purchasing power of the Russian
market. Thisyear we have strategi-
cdly targeted Russian visitors and

The 92-foot Pershing will be the largest PIMEX 2012 boat.

areexpecting anincreasein thisseg-
ment, together with our perennially
strong visitor markets of Singapore,
Hong Kong and expatriates in the
region,” said Dowden.

Complementing the boat dis-
playswill be apacked exhibition
hall full of the latest gadgets,
boating toys, marine and lifestyle
products and services, as well
as a selection of stunning villas
on the island’s market

In addition to PIMEX, APSA
are also set to exhibit at the
Singapore Yacht Show (SY S) from
April 27 to 29.

APSA members will be on
hand to offer comprehensive in-
formation about the Asia-Pacific
region, the association, its work

show

and its member companies.

Colin Dawson, Chairman of
APSA said “It is great that APSA
hasthe support of thelnformaYacht
Group and the APSA membership
isdelighted to be exhibiting at both
the PIMEX and SYSin 2012.”

Both events offer extensive
opportunities for APSA members
to meet other members and en-
counter potential business
contactsfrom Singapore,
Thailand and other Asia
Pacific countries.

The Asia Pacific
| Superyacht Conference

2012, on April 25-26 is
also an important net-
working opportunity for
industry professionalsin
the region to learn more
about the key issues af-
= fecting the superyacht
industry in the region.

APSA’s stand at
PIMEX, SYS and high-
profile representation at
its conference will pro-
vide agolden opportunity
for APSA members to
network with potential clients
from the United States, Europeand
other countriesoutside of theAsia-
Pecific region.

APSA committee members
Colin Dawson, Gareth Twist and
Tork Buckley will also be speak-
ing at the conference on a variety
of superyacht topics.

PIMEX will take place at Royal Phuket
Marina, from March 27 to April 1. For
more information about PIMEX
2012, visit W: phuketboatshow.com
The Phuket Gazette and PGTV
sponsor the annual PIMEX boat
show. To find out more about the
region and membership please
contact E: info@apsuperyacht.org
— Phuket Gazette
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L imited companies splke

By Steven Layne

ISLAND officials haveregistered adecline
in business dissolutions coupled with a rise
in new limited liability companies (Co Ltd).

Figures from the Department of Business
Development (DBD) show that only 16 com-
pany dissolutions were filed in the province
in February, 2012, a 46.6% drop from the
previous month (30).

Compared to 31 dissolutions in February
2011, the year-on-year (y-0-y) decrease
equates to 48.3%.

Meanwhile, Phuket’'s DBD office last
month processed registrations for 157 new
companies, including 141 Co Ltd and 16 lim-
ited partnership (LP) entities.

Although exactly the same number of new
company registrations were reported in Feb-

ruary 2011, Co Ltd regigtrations this Febru-
ary rose by 10.1% y-o-y (from 128) while Ip
registrations dropped by 44.8% (from 29)
over the same period.

Month-on-month (m-0-m), registrations
for new Co Ltd in Phuket jumped 21.5% from
116, while the number of new LP dropped
23.8% from 21 filed in January 2011.

The total number of dissolutions on the
idand decreased by 46.6% m-o0-m, withfailed
Co Ltd ventures dropping by 60% down to
only 10 from 25 the previous month.

A stabilizing economy is also apparent
on the national scale, with all of last
month’s new companies having combined
worth of 30bn baht.

Speaking recently at a press confer-
ence in Nonthaburi, Deputy Minister of
Commerce Siriwat Kajornprasart outlined

national business registration trends in
February, 2012.

He highlighted that 5,747 new compa-
nies were registered across Thailand, with
2,100 of these made in Bangkok and 3,647
in the provinces.

Registered capital of all the new com-
panies have a combined worth of 29.7bn
baht, while dissolved companieswere val-
ued at about 3.6bn baht.

All in, there are a total of 501,749 busi-
nesses registered nationwide, including Co
Ltd, LP, and ordinary partnership entitites.

In addition to 920 Public Companies, the
total number of registered businessesin Thai-
land is now 502,669.

Of these, 17,846 are in Phuket, which
comprises 13,745 Co Ltd, 4,078 LP and 23
ordinary partnerships.

More than three quarters of businesses on
the island are limited companies (Co Ltd).

A DBD registrar has confirmed with the
Phuket Gazette that there are currently no
public companies registered in Phuket.

Investment opportunities are expanding: Dr Pakorn Peetathawatchai

INVESTORS in Phuket became
privy to invaluable financial ad-
viceat theisland’sinaugural in-
vestment extravaganzahosted by
the Stock Exchange of Thailand
(SET) on Saturday.

Organized in collaboration
with the Phuket Chamber of Com-
merce, Phuket Federation of
Industries and the Phuket Bank-
ers Association, it was the first
time for “SET in the city” to be
held in Phuket.

Theevent washeldat theRoyd
Phuket City Hotel in Phuket
Town, and featured a seminar led
by eminent speakers from the
forefront of the investment sec-
tor, in addition to investment
advice booths of 20 mgjor finan-
cial ingtitutions.

The event’s slogan was:
“Shares for making money, de-
rivativesfor making profit, funds
to administer savings for Phuket
residents”’.

Dr Pakorn Peetathawatchai,
SET Chief Marketing Officer,
outlined the reasons for bringing
the thoroughfare to Phuket.

“Phuket has the third largest
deposits’ client base in the
Southern region, and SET trad-
ing on the island is valued as
much as 2 to 3 billion baht.

“More importantly, Phuket is
experiencing high economic
growth. We believe that coming
here and giving knowledge about
investment will benefit Phuket
residents grestly.”

SET’s stated aim is to con-
tinue to promote savings and
investment in Bangkok and the
provinces, he explained.

“Thefinancial andinvestment
world is changing much, now
with many more options for ad-
ministering finances.

“It is necessary to inform the
public, savers and investors to
know, understand and be able to
access and apply investments to
be consistent with their lives.

“The goal of SET is to
present thisinformation for the
maximum benefit of businesses
and the community,” he said.

Doctor Pakorn explained that
the event emphasized on “ ana-
lyzing the economy and
direction of investment,
shares, gold and combined
funds’ as well as “picking out
the money making shares,
groups and categories’.

He went on to say: “Invest-
ing depends on the state of the
economy of which both exter-
nal andinternal factorswill affect
theinvestment. Making decisons
come with high risks so you
have to look at al sides and di-
versfy your investments.

“Whatever one decidesto in-
vest in, it is important that you
do your homework and ensure
that the direction [of the invest-
ment] isided.

Phuket’s was the second
investment promotion activ-
ity led by SET this year,
following their booth at the
Money Expo in Haad Yai last
month, while five more
events are scheduled thisyear
including two in Bangkok, one
in Chiang Mai, Udon Thani
and Nakhon Ratchasima.

— Warisa Temram

PROPERTY loansin Phuket in
2011 spiked by 20% year-on-
year, figures from the Bank of
Thailand (BoT) havereveded.

Citing those figures,
Bangkok Bank’s chairman on
planning for Phuket, Phang-
Nga and Krabi, Somchai

Pikulthong, said: “Statistics |

from BoT’s Southern branch
show that there was a total of
11.7 billion baht in property |-
loans in 2010. |

“In2011, loanstotaed 14.06
billion baht, 2.36 billion baht
more than the previous year.

“We expect that there will be
more loansin 2012 sincethere are
a number of new real estate
projects being devel oped.

Most of the new projects are
being launched by major Bangkok
developerssuch as Sansiri, Pruksa
and Supalai, and targeting the
medium income buyers of homes

The island’s property market is heating up.

under 5mn baht, he said.

Satchaphol Tongsom, board
member of the Phuket Real Es-
tate Association agrees.

The low and mid range mar-
ket will to continue to grow, and
the market for homes priced 8
to 12mn baht will also grow,
while the market for homes
priced more than 20mn baht will

SET in the__C|ty Home dets swelling

struggle, he said.

P-REA President Tanan
Tanphaibul said: “Though de-
mand among the [affluent]
foreigner market group has
declined, the property sector
has benefited from some other
| favorable factors, namely
1 with the Russian market gain-
# ing momentum.”

Another trend hehighlighted

.| isthedeclineindeveloping vil-

| lasin excess of the one million

~ dollar (30mn baht) bracket on
islands off Phuket.

Instead, developers have
shifted to building hotelsand rental
options instead, he said.

“Thisis because it is more dif-
ficult to reach the target groups [ of
expensive villas] and so the devel-
opers have had to adjust their
approach to meet the circum-
stances of the market.

— Kom Chad Luek
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Thenext IPad Ishere

THE cat’s out of the bag, and at
this very moment the first “new”
iPads are on store shelves in the
US, Australia, Canada, UK,
France, Germany, Hong Kong,
Singapore and Switzerland. While
you may think of it asaniPad 3.0,
at this point the official name is
“The New iPad.” Apple hasn't yet
set a price for the new iPad in
Thailand, nor have they announced
when it will be available.

Concomitantly, Apple dropped
theretail price of theiPad 2
by US$100 in the US, so
it now costs US$399.
Apple Thailand’s lowered
the price of the iPad 2, too,
but not as much: the base 16 GB,
WiFi only iPad 2 now lists for
13,500 baht (about US$440), in-
cluding free delivery in Thailand.
You can order yours online at
store.apple.com.

Also, | am happy to report that
Apple dealers in Phuket are no
longer forcing iPad 2 buyersto pay
for a third-party accessory with
every iPad 2 they purchase. I'm
still smarting over that.

If you want 3G service to go
along with the iPad 2, Apple will
sell the 16 GB 3G + WiFi version
to you for 17,500 baht (about
US$570, compared to US$529 in
theUS), but you can probably find
abetter deal at AIS or TrueMove,
if you're willing to commit to a
year of 3G service.

I’ ve had about ahundred people
ask me if they should get the
“new” iPad. The short answer is:
probably yes, especially if you
don't already own an iPad, or if
you have an iPad 1.

Like a hundred million other
people, I'll probably end up buy-
ing a new iPad, even though I
already own an iPad 2.

Here's why...

First, the screen’s four times
as dense as the iPad 2's. You can
call it a “retina display” if you
want, but the new iPad runs its
screen at 2048 x 1536 pixels,
which is the same density as the
gorgeous i Phone 4s screen. If you
want to see the difference, just

By Woody Leonhard

put an iPhone 4s next to an iPad
2. There's a very noticeable im-
provement — and it'll be even
more stunning with movies, apps
and games that take advantage of
the higher resolution.

Or you can think of it this way.
Therearelotsand lots of “ high defi-
nition” TVsin Phuket right now that
don’t even come close to the new
iPad'sresolution. CNET stablet re-
viewer Donald Bell says, “Let’'s be
clear, here. Not only does the new
iPad’'s QXGA screen wreck
your expectations for
tablet screens,
but

your
laptop or
desktop com-
puter screen will aso
look shabby by comparison.”

Granted, if you're reading
books, the Kindle's e-Ink tech-
nology is easier on the eyes
because of its backlit display.
But in the world of tablets, the
retina display is king, no ques-
tion about it.

Second, the camera’s nearly
identical to the onein theiPhone
4s. | rhapsodized over that cam-
erain my Live Wire column two
weeks ago, and for good reason:
it's better than the best point-
and-shoot cameras from a
couple of years ago, better than
the best last-generation video
cameras, and almost as good as
the best point-and-shoots on the
market now. No, it isn’'t as good
as a Nikon EOS 5D, but that
beast will set you back US$3,000
— just for the body.

I know it looks weird taking
photos with an iPad. But with the
new iPad, I’ll snap with abandon,
and won’'t worry about what
people think. With 5 megapixels,
anti-shake technology, and the
ability to shoot good quality full
1080p high definition videos, the
only thing I'm lacking is an exter-
nal flash and a good mike.

Third, it's easy to turn the new
iPad into a WiFi hub. Unless
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TrueMove-H, AlS, DTAC, CAT or
one of the carriers blocks it, you
can use your new iPad to connect
to the “3G” HSPA or HSPA+ net-
work, and let other computers use
the internet connection with WiFi.
The new iPad can support up to
five concurrent WiFi connections.
There are some features in the
new iPad that don’t re-
aly mean
much.

Supposedly it runs four
times faster than the iPad 2, but
that’s just to compensate for the
higher resolution display; speed
only countsintabletswhenthey’re
as slow as molasses or your
graphicsstart pixelating. That said,
the new iPad should be able to run
some eye-popping games.

The new iPad is available in
the US with an optional, expen-
sive “4G” LTE internet
connection. At this moment, the
only LTE service available in
Thailand is offered on an experi-
mental basisby AlSin Bangkok.
Whileit’'s possiblethat we might
see LTE (I hate to use the term
“4G”) in Phuket sometime this
year — if the government actu-
ally auctions off the 2.1 GHz
spectrum — there are so many

iPad 2

possible pitfalls that | wouldn’t
bet any money on it. That said,
“3G” HSPA and HSPA+ should
work well on the new iPad, just
asit doesontheiPad 2.

A word of warn-
ing: if you buy a
“4G” (LTE)
iPad, it
won't

: run
any

a " 3G” (HSPA,
+ HSPA+) iPad, because
Phuket doesn’t have LTE

service, yet.

Inthe US, the new iPad isonly
available in WiFi and 4G+WiFi
models. The 4G+WiFi models
will a'so run on the 3G network.
It remainsto be seenif Applewill
release a4G version in Thailand,
but if they do, expect it to be
more expensive: in the US, you
haveto pay US$130 morefor 4G,
even if you only use 3G. Does
that make sense?

The new iPad isamost asthin
and light as its predecessors. You
probably won't be ableto tell the
difference. The battery’s better
— you can still get 9 to 10 hours
on a charge, even with the
higher resolution display.

The operating system, i0S,
has been upgraded, but you can
install the new operating system
on an iPad 2. New apps are now
available, including iPhoto
(which has some very respect-

faster than a

able photo editing chops), and
upgrades to Garageband and
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