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Karon tuk-tuks
shoot for safety

Firefighters prepare to engage the blaze. Photo: Sampawat Wannasangkam

Ambassador warns of tourism ‘landslide’
CRITICAL issues affecting Phuket tourism
must be contained, or else the industry could
“slide out of control”, the Dutch Ambassa-
dor to Thailand warned this week.

On his first official visit to Phuket, Am-
bassador Joan Boer on Monday asked Phuket
Governor Tri Augkaradacha what he intended
to do about the problems, specifically nam-
ing jet-ski rip-off scams and unscrupulous
tuk-tuk drivers as the key culprits.

Likening the potential effect on tourism
to a landslide, Amb Boer said, “Everything
starts moving very slowly, but soon you
have critical mass and things start moving
out of control. And that’s what we have at
the moment

“Just look at the number of complaints
about jet-skis and the very unfortunate event
two weeks ago when two boys got into big
problems over 1,000 baht.

“That’s not good for us and not good
for Phuket,” he said.

Amb Boer pointed out that Spain and
Greece had suffered similar problems.

“That’s why they lost 30-40% of their
tourists,” he said.

“In tourism, if there is no security and
no predictability – then cheap prices will
not help you at the end of the day,” he added.

Gov Tri told Amb Boer the biggest bar-
rier to resolving such problems were
entrenched local political figures with pow-

erful “support
bases”.

“We have
our consuls’
meeting once
every three
months and
tuk-tuks are
one of the
most pressing
issues that
need to be re-
solved. This has been an issue in Phuket
for a long time. We cannot fix this problem
in one step; it needs to be done little by
little,” he said.

“We have to accept that the problem in-
volves people who are supporters of a local
[“influential person”], so when we order
them to do something to solve the prob-
lem, it doesn’t go very well – that’s why
we have to do it step by step,” added the
governor.

But some progress has been made, said
Gov Tri, explaining that many jet-ski op-
erators were being brought into the system,
and hence under regulation.

Steps were also being taken to address
other issues, he added.

“Parking is another problem. Some lo-
cal people [in Patong] do not allow tourists

Continued on page 2

Tuk-tuk drivers in Karon may soon
be required to be polite and safe.

DAMAGES caused by a fire that swept through an undercover clothes
market in Patong early Wednesday morning were estimated to be more
than 50 million baht.

The President of Patong retail business club, Tossapol
Rungruengpawan, said that more than 80 vendors and 116 shops were
affected by the blaze that destroyed Koh Kaew Market, located next to
the Jungceylon shopping complex on Rat-U-Thit 200 Pi Road.

No injuries or deaths were reported.
The fire was reported to have broken out at about 3am. Firefighters

responding to the call took about two hours to extinguish the blaze.
Market vendor Yanma La said he lost three shops valued at more

than 4mn baht.
The 39-year-old Nepalese, who has lived in Phuket for more than 20

years, told the Gazette that he was doubtful about suspicions that the
fire was caused by a short-circuit.

Many of the shops were not even supplied by electricity, he said.
Mr La said the blaze had left him in financial crisis.
“I’m broke. I just lost 1mn baht in new stock and my shops together

costing 4mn baht,” he said.
Many other vendors have suffered the same, Mr La added.

– Atchaa Khamlo

Fire engulfs Patong Market

By Chutharat Plerin

KARON Municipality is compiling
a list of fares charged by tuk-tuk
drivers operating in the Kata-
Karon area in order to establish an
agreed schedule of standard fares
to be shown – and charged – in
the popular tourist beach areas.

The draft schedule is the first
step in a new campaign to build
tourist confidence in local tuk-tuk
drivers.

The goal is to have tuk-tuks
carrying stickers featuring the set
prices and the motto, “This tuk-
tuk is safe to ride in”.

“Having tuk-tuk safety certifi-
cates is the idea of Phuket Vice
Governor Nivit Aroonrat,” Phuket
Provincial Land Transport Office
Chief Teerayut Prasertpol told the
Phuket Gazette.

“He saw many groups of tuk-
tuks in front of hotels in Karon
and he wants to bring them under
provincial administration.

“We have assigned Karon Mu-
nicipality to make this happen,” he
said.

Chief Teerayut explained that
Karon Municipality is currently
compiling a list of major Kata-
Karon tuk-tuk rank locations and
the fares charged by drivers
working from those ranks.

“When we have all the infor-
mation required, the provincial
administrators can proceed with
drafting the schedule,” he said.

“This is so we can start mov-
ing toward having standard rules
to be adhered to in order for driv-
ers to be issued a certificate,
including the drivers being

dressed appropriately, being po-
lite and driving safely.

“Only then can the drivers put
the stickers on their tuk-tuks,”
Chief Teerayut said.

The Phuket Transport Office
and Karon Municipality are sched-
uled to meet on August 28.

“We’ll see then what the next
step we need to take will be,”
Chief Teerayut said.

In Patong, however, Police
Superintendent Arayapan Puk-
buakao knew nothing of this latest
development.

“I have not had any reports of
this idea yet, but I will look into
it,” Col Arayapan told the Gazette
on Wednesday.

Mardlee “Bang Lee” Sawang-
pon, who acts as the apparent
spokesperson for one of the larg-
est tuk-tuk driver consortiums in
Patong, told the Gazette, “Patong
has not even started taking any
similar steps yet.

“If I get the chance I’ll bring
this up with Maj Gen Pekad [the
superintendent of Phuket
Provnicial Police].”

Ambassador Boer
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Critical issues place Phuket’s
tourism future in danger

Sarasin Bridge ‘opens’ early

A workman adds the finishng touches to the Sarasin Bride, which is now
unofficially open to visitors. Photo: Atchaa Khamlo

No blockade as US Navy
arrive at Deep Sea Port

US Navy personnel figure out their next move at the Deep Sea Port.

By Atchaa Khamlo

MORE than 4,000 United States
Military personnel arrived at the
Deep Sea Port on Monday with
no reports of transportation prob-
lems as they made their way to
destinations around the island.

The USS Boxer amphibious-
ready group – the USS Boxer, the
USS Green Bay and the USS
Comstock – are on a “goodwill”
visit that will see its crew take part
in community service projects.

Several times in the recent past,
taxi drivers at Ao Makham block-
aded the Deep Sea Port, preventing
passengers from cruise ships and
US Military vessels from ventur-
ing into Phuket. The drivers
protested that local tour compa-
nies provided transport for the
passengers who disembark at the
port, leaving them with no work
or income.

Taxi drivers and tour operators
on August 16 signed an agreement
to end the blockades. Under the
terms of the agreement, the taxi
operators and tour agencies serv-
ing the port are to have “equal
access” to arriving passengers,

with no more than a “10 per cent
difference in share”.

The tour companies also agreed
to inform the taxi cartel one day
in advance when tours were
scheduled to arrive in Phuket and
how many passengers were ex-
pected – so that sufficient taxis
would be available.

“There have been no more
problems between taxi drivers and
tour companies following the sign-
ing of the MoU. Everything is fine.
The companies have been inform-

ing the taxi drivers about the situ-
ation,” said Wichit sub-district
Deputy Mayor Chairat Kumban.

Many of the men and women
of the amphibious-ready group
booked tours in Patong and were
transported by a pre-booked com-
pany. Cars were available for
high-ranking officers and vans
and buses for others.

“The ships informed us that
they had their own transport, so
we didn’t have any problems with
that,” Mr Chairat said.

THE reinforced, raised and re-
decorated Sarasin Bridge con-
nected Phuket with mainland Thai-
land is now open to pedestrians.

“People are walking onto the
bridge – and we’re not stopping
them,” said Phuket Provincial
Highways Office Chief Arun Sa-
nae.

“They think that the bridge is
now open because we have fin-
ished construction and all we are
doing now is cleaning up and add-
ing the final touches,” he said.

Built on a 378-million baht bud-
get covering the construction of
the now-open Srisoonthorn
Bridge northbound off the island,
the 44-year-old Sarasin Bridge un-
derwent structural reinforcement
and was raised to give 10 meters’
clearance for boats passing un-
derneath.

The original bridge, completed
in 1967, was named after Pote
Sarasin, who served as head of

the now-defunct National Devel-
opment Ministry.

Project engineer Dr
Phattanapong Thonsuk of project
contractor Italian-Thai Develop-
ment Co told the Phuket Gazette
previously that the Sarasin Bridge
had suffered from years of salt-
water corrosion and wear and

was replaced following concerns
by the Highway Department
about its structural integrity.

Mr Arun explained that Italian-
Thai Development Co will hand
over responsibility for the bridge
after a final inspection on August
30 (Tuesday).

– Atchaa Khamlo

From page 1

to park in public parking spaces.
If any tourists park in their areas,
they damage the vehicles,” he said.

“But now we are solving the
problem. We are finding areas for
tourists to park. I have talked to
the police and they are taking steps
to resolve this issue,” Gov Tri
said.

In gaining what he called “co-
operation” from local people,
Governor Tri made plain that his
powers went beyond canceling
locally-issued licenses.

“If the police cannot do any-
thing to resolve either of these two
issues [jet-skis and tuk-tuk driv-

ers], I have the authority to con-
tact the central government in
Bangkok to request help.

“Bangkok can send people with
the power to do something about
the problems, even call in the mili-
tary,” Gov Tri said.

Amb Boer appreciated Gov
Tri’s sentiment, offering to act at
the diplomatic level on any advice
provided.

“I would be very happy to ask
questions that come from the con-
sular meetings – which we think
are a very good idea – to the cen-
tral government as well,” he said.

“Problems that play here may
play out at another level,” Amb
Boer added.
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Patong Deputy Mayor Chairat Sukban holds up one of the ‘surveys’
featuring a TAT logo used by a bogus timeshare operator on Phuket.

TAT targets timeshare use of logo

Expat deported over
fraud charges in US

Mass massage sets unofficial record

One of the tourists enjoys her foot
massage.

HUNDREDS of Phuket massage
therapists lined Kata Beach last
Friday morning ready to play their
part in a mass Thai massage ses-
sion that unofficially broke the
standing world record.

A total of 584 pairs of hands
worked in unison to rub and re-
lax, surpassing the current official
record of 232 pairs of hands set
by “Tourism Victoria Australia”.

An officer with the Ministry of
Health explained that although
many of the events – including

those in Ubon Ratchathani and
Phuket – had more participants
than the current record, Guinness

World Records would be invited
to attend the official attempt at the
record in Bangkok later this year.

The Phuket event is part of the
nationwide ‘Nuad [Massage] Thai
for World Record’ campaign, said
Dr Somchai Pinyopornpanich,
director-general of the Ministry of
Health’s Service Support Depart-
ment.

The last two “mass massages”
will be in Surat Thani and
Bangkok on November 17.

See page 22 for our photo special

AMERICAN Roger Miller pleaded
to the press that he himself was a
victim of fraud as he faced im-
mediate extradition to Florida this
week for allegedly defrauding in-
vestors of US$1.2 million in a
failed real estate business named
Rama Lama Mortgage

“There were over 10 victims,
most of them from the USA and
Canada. Damages amount to over
$1.2 million,” said Phuket Immi-
gration Superintendent Panuwat
Ruamrak.

Mr Miller, however, alleged that
two American partners in a com-
pany he started in 2007 took the
invested money and disappeared.

“We planned to do a 140-unit
condominium project on 7½ rai of
land in Phang Nga. However, my
partner Matthew Willie and I
found out that we were left for

bust by two other partners in late
2008,” he said.

“We trusted them, but we real-
ized there was no money in the
bank accounts,” he said.

“Many investors called me and
I always answered. I never hid
from them. I didn’t flee, I came
here to try to solve the problem,”
he added.

Roger Miller, facing extradition on
fraud charges, says he was
cheated by two American partners.

By Pimwara Choksakulpan

THE Tourism Authority of Thai-
land (TAT) has warned businesses
and operators that it would con-
sider legal action against those
counterfeiting or imitating their
seal and initials.

The move is intended to be a
warning shot at illegal timeshare
companies in Phuket.

The statement
signed by TAT Gov-
ernor Suraphon
Svetasreni ap-
peared on the TAT
News Room site
tatnews.org July
26, only weeks af-
ter the first meeting
of a high-powered
Phuket taskforce as-
signed to tackle the
scamming of tourists by local op-
erators.

Pamphlets handed out by some
of the companies being investi-
gated bore the TAT logo.

“The Tourism Authority of
Thailand has its seal and initials in
English and Thai registered with
the Trademark Office, Department
of Intellectual Property, as a ser-
vice mark according to the
Trademark Act B.E. 2534 (1991).

“Consequently, any persons
who use the TAT seal and initials
without permission from the TAT,
including those who imitate the
TAT seal and initials, are commit-
ting a punishable offence under
the Act,” the statement said.

“If it is found by examination or
other means that there are any vio-
lators on the account against TAT

under the Act, TAT is
obliged to consider the

pursuit of the case in
a court of law.
Please be informed
accordingly,” it
added.

Under the
Trademark Act

B.E. 2534 (1991),
the punishment for

counterfeiting a trade-
marked logo can include

up to four years in prison or a fine
of up 400,00 baht. Imitating a
trademarked logo incurs a prison
sentence of up to two years or a
fine not exceeding 200,000 baht.

“The TAT has registered its seal
and initials both Thai and English
for a long time, but recently many
tourism companies have used
them or designs that look similar
on packaging. These actions con-
fuse tourists and discredit us.

Tourists sometimes misunderstand
that these companies are run by
the TAT,” said Bangonrat Shina-
prayoon, director of the Tourism
Authority of Thailand (TAT) re-
gional office in Phuket.

“I would like to inform these
companies that we will file a court
case against them if we find any
illegal use of our logo or initials. I
would also like tourists to take
note of what they see and deter-

mine whether a printed seal is au-
thentic or not.

“Anyone who would like to
use our seal and initials must ask
for permission.

“If you have any doubt
whether the company whose ser-
vices you are using has
permission to use our logo or ini-
tials, call us at 076-212213,” she
added.

Patong Deputy Mayor Chairat

Sukkaban, who is on the Phuket
illegal timeshare taskforce, had his
own views on how effective the
threat of legal action will be.

“The registration of the TAT
logo as a trademark will help the
situation regarding illegal time-
share companies in one way but
it isn’t going to be a game
changer. Progress in these situa-
tions take action and cooperation
from many parties.

“The trademark is definitely
useful, but the problem is that the
TAT does not have the manpower
to conduct ongoing checks re-
garding the legal use of their
logo,” Mr Chairat said.

Mr Chairat said that illegal time-
share operators was a politically
complicated subject.

“I can only speak for myself
when I say that it is wrong and I
want to fight against it [illegal time-
sharing], but not everyone would
agree.

“At the Tessabaan [municipal]
level, people above me may not
hold this issue as a priority,” he
said.

“It is an ongoing process. If the
people of Phuket and Patong be-
lieve it needs to stop, they know
my stance on it and can consider
it at the next election,” he added.
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FRIENDS of inmates at Phuket
Prison are surgically implanting
gifts of ya ice (crystal metham-
phetamine) and cellphones into the
bodies of dead rats, which are then
lobbed over the prison walls, the
chief warden says.

“When I arrived in Phuket
about three months ago, many
mobile phones were being thrown
in from outside the prison. We
seized 10 to 20
devices a week,
especially be-
tween midnight
and 2am, when
prisoners are in
bed,” Prison
Chief Rapin
Nichanon told
the Gazette.

“To combat
the problem,
wardens now
conduct checks
of all risk areas,
inspecting any
questionable ob-
jects before
releasing the in-
mates from their
sleeping quar-
ters,” he added.

Friends have
used a wide va-
riety of missiles
to sneak contra-
band into the
facility. In the
past, these have
included unre-
markable items
such as footballs, old slippers and
empty containers for lotion, pow-
der and milk.

Due to higher rate of intercep-
tion, however, the smugglers have
turned to using dead rats.

Mr Rapin admits that the “dead
rat deception” initially enjoyed
some success.

“Before we didn’t notice plas-
tic-wrapped cell phones and drugs

inside the bodies of dead rats.
Some of the prisoners’ duties in-
clude general cleaning and disposal
of dead rats into trash bins, so
they arranged for visiting friends
to implant the rats with mobile
phones and then collected them,”
said Chief Rapin.

“We later noticed a surge in
the number of dead rats being
found, so we examined one

carefully and
found a mobile
phone and ac-
c e s s o r i e s
wrapped in
plastic inside
the rotting car-
casses,” he
said.

Heightened
security at night
i n i t i a l l y
prompted the
people to begin
throwing the
rats over the
walls in broad
daylight, but
once the war-
dens recognized
dead rodents as
potential con-
tainers for
contraband the
gig was up.

“Once we
were onto them
we were able to
confiscate seven
or eight mobile
phones in a

single day,” he said.
Confident the confiscation rate

is now 100 per cent, Mr Rapin said
those responsible have had their
cases forwarded to Phuket City
Police.

The heightened security is just
part of the ongoing effort to keep
ya ice, mobile phones and other
contraband outside prison walls,
he explained.

“We have set more security,
which includes examining our
own officers and prisoners as they
come in and out of the facility on
court appearance days and thor-
ough inspection of visitors.

“Police also conduct inspec-
tions of the prison during the day
and the Department of Corrections
has provided us with five metal
detectors,” he said.

“We also continue to conduct
inspections of their sleeping quar-
ters. Three months ago, such
inspections could yield several
tens of seized devices, but now
the figure is down to just one in
10 days,” he said.

Mobile phones have become
an important form of currency

AN ANTI-drug squad in Thalang
District, which covers most of the
north of Phuket, nabbed four
people for drugs on Sunday night,
culminating with the arrest of an
alleged dealer with more than
5,000 pills in the early hours of
Monday morning.

The squad, comprising four
Thalang Police officers and offi-
cials from the Thalang District
Office, began the night’s work
with the arrest of an 18-year-old
at a house in Moo 9,
Thepkrassattri sub-district, at
about 8pm.

The young man was charged
with possession of four ya bah
(methamphetamine) pills and
handed to the Phuket Juvenile
Observation and Protection Cen-
ter.

In his statement, the teenager
claimed that he bought the drugs
from Somboon “Tuck” Pinit, 45.

The team moved to arrest
Somboon, but while doing the
rounds the officers arrested
Chanchai “Eak” Phirom, 28, on
the Na Nai–Pakrongcheep Road in

Drug tip-offs lead to
four arrests, 6,000 pills

Drug suspects (seated, from left) Pongsathorn Mangka, Somboon Pinit
and Chanchai Phirom at a press conference. Photo: Chutharat Plerin

Thepkrassattri at about 9:30pm.
Chanchai was charged for pos-

session of three ya bah pills, with
intent to use.

The team later arrested
Somboon at a house in Baan
Khanaen village in Thepkrassattri,
at about 12:40am.

Somboon was found in posses-
sion of 5,800 ya bah pills as well
as a rifle with 25 bullets and 3,510
baht in cash.

Charged with possession of
drugs with intent to sell, Somboon
told police that he sourced his ya
bah from Pongsathorn “Nui”
Mangka, 40.

Somboon’s statement led to the
arrest of Pongsathorn in front of
his house at Baan Suan Neramitra
3 in Srisoonthorn sub-district at
about 4:30am on Monday.

Pongsathorn was found with
50 ya bah pills on his person.

Rats! Now 
Phuket Prison Chief Rapin Nichanon
already has his hands full running the jail.
Now he has to deal with rats loaded with
assorted contraband being slung over the
walls. The Gazette’s Atchaa Khamlo reports.

“We later noticed a
surge in the number of
dead rats being found,
so we examined one
carefully and found a

mobile phone…”
– Prison Chief Rapin

Nichanon
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Prison Chief Rapin Nichanon holds up a metal detector used to find smuggled contraband, which is snuck into
the prison using increasingly inventive methods, most recently rats. Photo: Atchaa Khamlo

among the Phuket Prison popu-
lation.

“A mobile phone you can buy
outside for about 1,000 baht goes
for over 10,000 baht inside,” he
said.

Prisoners caught with mobile
phones or drugs have to face four
to six months tacked on to their
sentences, which typically range
from 10 to 20 years for the drug
offenders who make up the ma-
jority of the inmate population.

They also lose the possibility
for early release under a Royal
Pardon, such as the reprieves
granted on Father’s Day, be-
cause such pardons are granted
only to prisoners who exhibit
good behavior.

Prisoners who continue to be
caught with contraband will be
transferred to high-security pris-
ons in Greater Bangkok, he said.

“It’s such a pity for them,”
Chief Rapin said.

Even those prisoners who man-
age to keep mobile phones have
problems using them.

“New electrical conduit is be-
ing installed because our prison
is quite old. It was built 111 years
ago. Some of them surrepti-
tiously tap into available cables
in order to recharge batteries,”
he said.

“In the future, we plan to have
total CCTV coverage inside the
prison, which will make it impos-
sible for them to use the phones
without being seen by us,” he said.

Setting up a system to block all
cell phone signals on prison
grounds is out of the question.

“We cannot set up a blocking
system as it will unfairly affect
other cellphone users in the area.
Such a system can work only at a
facility such as Khaobin Central
Prison [in Ratchaburi], which is far

away from nearby communities.
“However, we have already or-

dered technology capable of
detecting cell phone signal trans-
missions and we expect it to arrive
soon,” said Chief Rapin.

“Most problems in Phuket
Prison are still about drugs and
mobile phones, but it’s good none
of our officers have been impli-
cated in any of these cases.
Everything that comes into Phuket
Prison is checked. Even if they can
pass the first check, they cannot
pass in subsequent searches by
prison officers,” he said.

Recent events have also con-

vinced wardens of the need for
better scrutiny of gifts given to
prisoners by visiting friends and
relatives, he revealed.

“On July 25, one student was
arrested after trying to smuggle in
ya ice worth 10,000 baht inside a
bag of fried chicken. Had it not
been intercepted it could have
fetched tens of thousands of baht
on the inside,” he said.

In another case, officials
opened some suspicious boiled
cockle shells to find that the visi-
tor had meticulously removed the
meat from the inside and replaced
it with a package of ya bah

(methamphetamine) pills before
sealing it with glue.

Ya bah was also once seized
from a delivery of raad na (fried
noodles with a savory sauce), said
Mr Rapin, whose previous work
included years with a special drug
unit assigned to different prisons
in the capital.

If visitors persist in smuggling
drugs into the prison, the prison
will have to reconsider current
regulations that allow prisoners to
receive gifts of food, he warned.

“I would like to ask friends and
relatives of prisoners not to bring
mobile phones and drugs. The

friends may be able to get away,
but the prisoners will be examined
and get into trouble later,” he said.

Chief Rapin said the current
population of the prison is over
1,400, which is over seven times
its original design capacity of just
200 inmates.

On August 18, there were 1,259
male prisoners, including 66 for-
eign males, and 200 females, 13
of them foreigners.

“Most of the foreigners are
Burmese caught working illegally,
while the others are there on mur-
ders and drug charges.
Meanwhile, the [low security]
Bang Jo Prison in Thalang has 61
inmates,” he said.

The numbers can swell quickly,
such as after immigration sweeps
that result in 300 Burmese work-
ers at a time arriving for a
one-month stay.

“We try to move them to the
others prisons, but we can’t un-
til  they receive their final
verdicts. Right now, about 90
per cent of inmates’ cases are
still being heard in court,” said
Chief Rapin.

Convicts sentenced to over 15
years are typically transferred to
larger facilities in Nakhon Sri
Thammarat and Surat Thani, he
said.

“Even though we continue
sending them to the other
places, newly arrested people are
always arriving. All of the pris-
ons in the south are full, so we
try to use the available space as
efficiently as possible, such as
by building two sleeping levels
for them,” he said.

“No matter how many people
are sent here by the court and
police, we have to accept them all.
We need to manage every aspect
of the prison on our own,” he said.

they’re smuggling drugs
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HRH grants specialist
medical care for three

Swede robbed of B1mn on first day in new home

A volunteer (right) listens intently as one of the many people whoi turned
up seeking medical help explains his needs. Photo: Janpen Upatising

The quiet street has not suffered break-ins
for years, say neighbors.

Ex-policeman shot
dead over 1.8 baht
A GAS station attendant shot dead
a former policeman in Chantha
Buri province – in an argument
over 1.8 baht.

Inspector Badin Khongkhwan
of Makham Police Station re-
ceived a report of a shooting
murder at the gas station on the
main road from Chantha Buri to
Sa Kaeo Road around 10pm on
August 21.

At the scene, police and local
rescue workers found a crowd
of people gathered around the
body of Lt Col Phalangphon
Phakdi, a 58-year-old former po-
lice officer at Police Region 2
Headquarters.

They also found Col Phalang-
phon’s black Volvo sedan parked
next to one of the gas pumps at
the station and three bullet cas-
ings on the ground.

Prasong Mikhwan, an atten-
dant at the station, told police that
the dead man had arrived at the
pump in his car and been served
by one of the attendants, named
only as “Mr Ken”, age 37.

Col Phalangphon had asked Mr
Ken for 600 baht in gas, but Mr
Ken accidentally pumped an ex-

tra 1 baht and 80 satang into the
cop’s Volvo.

The request infuriated Col
Phalangphon, who got out of his
car and started waving his arms
in the air and shouting angrily at
Mr Ken.

Mr Ken became angry himself
and stormed off behind the gas
station.

He returned holding a .38-cali-
ber pistol and shot Col
Phalangphon three times – twice
in the shoulder and once through
the cheek.

He then got on his motorcycle
and fled.

Sathaporn Amornratsuchat, the
Superintendent at Makham Police
Station, said police would hunt
down Mr Ken, describing the
crime against a former public ser-
vant as “outrageous”.

– Manager online

By Janpen Upatising

HRH Princess Chulabhorn
Valayalaksana on Tuesday granted
much-needed specialist medical
care to three Phuket residents who
would otherwise not receive the
treatment they need.

Princess Chulabhorn arrived at
Baan Sapam Mongkol Wittaya
School in Koh Kaew, just north
of Phuket Town, at 2:30pm in
support of a free mobile medical
clinic being held there under the
Princess Mother’s Medical Volun-
teer Foundation.

The foundation is renowned for
providing free general healthcare
and critically needed medical ser-
vices to people who otherwise
could not afford it.

“One patient received at the
clinic suffers from Retinoblastoma
[a cancerous tumor of the retina].
That patient will be treated at
Siriraj Hospital [in Bangkok],” said
Phuket Provincial Health Office
chief Sak Tanchaikul.

Another patient, diagnosed with
leukemia, will be sent for treat-
ment at the Chulabhorn Research

Institute at Chulabhorn Hospital in
Bangkok.

The third patient, who has ex-
tra digits on each hand and foot,
will also be sent to Chulalongkorn
Hospital for treatment, Dr Sak
added.

The foundation, established in
Phuket since 1975, is currently
supported by more than 1,000

doctors, dentists, pharmacists,
nurses and other volunteers in the
province.

Dr Sak explained that 117
people received medical checkups
at the clinic.

“Thirteen will be given hospital
treatment. Some may be referred
to Siriraj Hospital or Chulabhorn
Hospital in Bangkok,” he added.

A COUPLE have reported their house be-
ing burgled – and losing valuables totaling
about one million baht in the process –
within 24 hours of moving into their new
Phuket home.

Lars Gustav Torsten Lindgren, 57, told
the Gazette that he and his 35-year-old Thai
girlfriend bought their new home, located
in Chalong’s sleepy Soi Baan Klang, off
Chao Fa West Rd, last Wednesday.

“We spent Wednesday night next door and
we left the house to get some food at about
5pm [on Thursday],” said his girlfriend.

“We came home about an hour later and
found a wooden stick lying at the front door.
Lars unlocked the security door and rushed
inside to find his bag was missing,” she
added.

Gone with the bag were a gold neck-
lace, a gold bracelet, three gold rings, a

mobile phone and Mr Lindgren’s passport.
The mosquito screen on the security

door was broken open.
The couple believe the thief used the stick

to break through the mesh and reach
through the door to retrieve the bag, which
was sitting on a counter just a few meters
from the door.

They also found that the girlfriend’s
handbag, which was sitting beside a win-
dow, had been emptied of her ATM and
credit cards, some “important documents”
and cash, and her bank book.

The mosquito screen on the window,
which had security bars, had also been bro-
ken open.

“I’ve been in Phuket three times and I
really like it, so I bought this house,” said a
downhearted Mr Lundgren.

The couple transferred the money – 10

million baht – to buy the property on
Wednesday. “The house is very nice and
quiet; that’s why we chose it, but some-
body was probably watching us. It’s just
bad luck,” he said.

“I lived in Australia for 32 years and I
was supposed to run a property business
here in Phuket as I used to work in real
estate.

“Now I have to stay in the house for
awhile to organize everything as we will
sell this house,” Mr Lundgren said.

The couple now plan to move to
Bangkok.

Mr Lindgren said he had not had time to
take out home and contents insurance.

Chalong Police are continuing their in-
vestigation into the robbery and the
embassy has been notified of the passport
loss.

Sujintana Roll, 49, who lives next door,
told the Gazette, “My house used to get
broken into, but that was many years ago.
This area hasn’t had any robberies since.”

– Atchaa Khamlo

Mother reclaims ‘Ramadan’
THE mother of the baby reported
found abandoned last Sunday
night has presented herself at
Patong Hospital and is now re-
united with her one-month-old
son, named Ramadan.

Kamala Police Duty Officer
Somnerk Dumkeaw said, “It was
a misunderstanding. The baby boy
was not abandoned.”

He explained that the single
mother had an argument with the
family who had let her stay with
them while she was heavily preg-
nant with Ramadan and she had
her two-year-old boy to care for.

She moved out of the house in
Kamala but agreed to leave
Ramadan temporarily as it was
raining at the time.

“After the mother had left, the
family learned that Ramadan had
a fever. They contacted local

tambon chief Santi Saraya. The
chief called the Kusoldham Foun-
dation for help,” he added.

“Ramadan’s mother presented
herself at the hospital [Monday]
morning,” said Capt Somneuk.

“The baby still has a fever, so
he is still at the hospital as is his
mother,” he added.

– Chutharat Plerin

Baby Ramadan is now reunited with
his mum. Photo: Wichai Witthawat
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UN urges action on trafficking
THE United Nations Special Rap-
porteur on human trafficking has
urged the Thai government to do
more to combat the trade and  pro-
tect the rights of migrant workers.

“Thailand faces significant chal-
lenges as a source, transit and
destination country,” said Joy Ngozi
Ezeilo on Monday, following a 12-
day fact-finding tour of the country.

“The trend of trafficking for
forced labour is growing in scale
in the agricultural, construction
and fishing industries,” she added,
urging the government to coop-
erate with neighbouring countries
more effectively in preventing and
combating trafficking in persons.

Ms Ezeilo commended Thai-
land’s enactment of the
Anti-Trafficking in Persons Act
2008, which meets international
standards, but warned implemen-
tation of the law remains weak and
fragmented.

During her trip, Mrs Ezeilo
heard the bitter stories of Burmese
migrants who had come to Thai-
land with high expectations, only
to be sold into slavery.

Ye, a Burmese man who had been
told he would be paid 4,200 baht a
month, was forced to work on a

fishing boat for free, after being told
he would have to pay off debts in-
curred in bringing him here.

Ye told of migrants who, ex-
hausted and unable to continue
working, were simply pushed into
the sea. He said he felt hopeless
and hated the captain of the boat.

Finally, however, Ye was able
to escape. He said he could never
forgive the captain. He wanted all
Burmese thinking of coming to
Thailand to hear his story, so they
could be spared the same fate.

Sanda, a Christian Chin woman,
was trafficked by a Mon couple
to work at a construction site in
Thailand, only to find herself
working without pay in the fish-
ing industry and sexually enslaved.

Sanda had to gut about 50 kilo-
grams of fish per day for the
couple, but never received pay-
ment. They said her wages were
taken to cover fees paid to “buy”

her, and for her rent, which was
600 baht per month.

Every night when she returned
to the room, Sanda said she fought
the Mon man, who demanded sex.
Essentially a sex slave, she fears she

may have been infected with HIV.
Sanda was held for one month

by the couple before another Mon
man “bought” her from the couple
and helped her escape. They later
married. Sanda and her husband

now work at different construction
sites, earning 200 baht each per day.

“There is no law here,” Sanda
said, adding that she did not want
any more Burmese people to come
to Thailand and suffer as she has.

Ms Ezeilo said Thailand needs to do more to combat trafficking in the fishing industry, among others. Photo: AFP

Thaksin to meet
Japan ‘leaders’

FORMER prime minister Thaksin
Shinawatra arrived in Japan on
Monday as part of a highly con-
troversial trip allegedly facilitated
by Thai Foreign Minister
Surapong Towichukchaikul.

Mr Thaksin told reporters that
he had no plans to return to Thai-
land immediately and that he would
only do so once the rifts in the
country had been healed, accord-
ing to Bloomberg.

The former premier also dis-
missed suggestions that current
Prime Minister Yingluck Shinawatra,
his youngest sister, is his proxy.

“Sometimes she might ask me
who is who, because she is new
in politics. So that is normal,” he
told Reuters. “But... she has her
own leadership, and she makes her
own decisions.”

Thaksin planned to use the visit

Man kills
family in
crazed axe
rampage

to deliver speeches and meet with
Japanese politicians and business
leaders. He also planned to visit vic-
tims of the earthquake and tsunami
that struck the country in March.

Mr Thaksin’s permission to visit
was secured following a request by
the Thai government. Japan usually
forbids entry to anyone sentenced
to more than one year in jail. Mr
Thaksin was sentenced to two years
in jail in 2008 for abuse of power in
a land deal involving his wife.

The Democrat Party filed a com-
plaint with police last week against
Foreign Minister Surapong
Towichukchaikul, accusing him of
facilitating Mr Thaksin’s entry into
Japan. It is illegal in Thailand to help
a convicted person escape justice.

Surapong has lodged a counter-
charge for defamation and giving
false notice to police.

A MENTALLY ill man butchered
his mother, father and older sister
in a horrific killing spree that has
shocked residents of his village in
Nan province.

Songkran Prikphet, 42, hacked
his elderly parents to death with an
axe before slitting his sister’s throat
in a rampage at their home in the
village of Tonnun in Klangwiang
subdistrict on August 19.

When police arrived at the house
they found the bodies of Wet and
Khiao Prikphet, aged 80 and 66
respectively. Each had at least 10
axe wounds to the head and body.

They also found the killer’s
older sister, Malai Kamnon, lying
in a pool of blood with her throat
slit. They sent her to the hospital,
where she later died.

Mr Songkran’s brother Sakul,
43, told police that his brother had
been suffering from mental illness
for 10 years before the murders
and had to take medicine con-
stantly to combat it.

Mr Songkran had never hurt
anyone before, Mr Sakul said. He
said he suspected his brother had
skipped taking his medicine, caus-
ing him to become violent.

Nan Police Commander
Chalongchai Burirat said that for
their own safety, people with fam-
ily members who are mentally ill
should take them to the hospital
and ensure they are cured before
they return home.

BIG IN JAPAN: Mr Thaksin speaks before press in Tokyo. Photo: AFP
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Productivity, not
piracy, is the key

Do you have an opinion to voice?
Email Editor@PhuketGazette.net

Taking one for the team
Re: Gazette online, Dutch diplo-
mat warns of Phuket tourism
‘landslide’, August 23

I’m prepared to suffer some
short term financial loss to have
all of these issues fixed once and
for all, so there can be long-term
financial sustainability for tourism
in Phuket.

Gov Tri, pick up the phone, ring
Bangkok and have them send the
army down here to allow free-
market trade within the transport
industry.

The politicians and police have
lost control to criminals.

Only the army can fix it now.
Bar Owner

Gazette forum

A dam fine place
Re: Gazette online, Phuket Opin-
ion: Please don’t sell our reser-
voirs, August 19

Bang Wad Dam has already had
some development over the last
year. I am not sure any tourists
ever go there, but it’s very popu-
lar with local residents for morning
or evening exercise.

Some further small scale devel-
opment to tidy the place up would
be nice and appreciated by the
people who use the area.

Jamie
Gazette forum

Seeing eye to eye
The concerns of PG’s readers –
mostly posted in website com-
ments – are all reasonable. Phuket
is losing its way and heading to-
wards an unsustainable future and
the biggest thing impeding
progress is the state of society
here and the indifference it fos-
ters. I have complete understand-
ing for those who feel the situa-
tion is helpless.

Perhaps the situation has to be
shown from a different angle, one
that the population can easily un-
derstand.

It needs to be put in simple
terms that life in Phuket will take
a turn for the worse if things are
left unchecked. What has worked
for years and brought so much
prosperity to the island will out-
grow the island.

People are rightly concerned
about their wellbeing, so it needs
to be clearly stated that they will
have to face the consequences,
not just the government, not just
the business owners. We can
then start from the bottom up
rather than rely on politicians and

A bad first day
Re: Gazette online, Welcome to
Phuket: Swede robbed of B1 mil-
lion on Day One, August 19

I feel sorry for Mr Lundgren.
The fact is that many fall for the
charms of Phuket without first
doing their homework. It’s all too
easy to be swept up in the ro-
mance without considering proper
security for one’s belongings.

What’s done is now done and
property owners should benefit
from this story and consider an
alarm or other security system for
their residence.

Security Conscious
Gazette forum

Business goes on as
schools fall behind
The ongoing issues posed by jet-
ski operators makes me think of a
time when the people running
those rental services were genial
and kind.

In the late 1990s and early 21st

century, I rented jet-skis on many
occasions.

The prices rose over the years
but I clearly remember I stopped
renting them when suddenly
prices became fixed across the
entire Patong Beach and the flat
rebuttal of any attempts at bargain-
ing gave me the feeling that things
had changed.

Before that though, you were
met with a smile and on more than
one occasion a jet-ski would
breakdown due to a fault. I was
never charged extra for this. They
were willing to admit when it was
not the rider’s fault.

Times have changed because of
the attitudes of Phuket’s people

authorities who have their hands
tied by a system that does not
yet allow them to use their pow-
ers to the fullest.

If candid public meetings that
use simple and transparent lan-
guage were organized, or perhaps
the services of Thailand’s much
adored soap opera stars were
employed, it may be a turning
point.

The key is finding a method
which will really hit home.

Any ideas?
Howard O’Connor

Rawai

and it leads me to wonder if the
efforts to control the businesses
that have gone awry may be bet-
ter spent on something else.

Education is the key to a better
society, and not just making it
more accessible, but the quality of
the schools and the way students
are tested and managed. It may
take up to a generation, but it is
worth it.

Blaire Little
Kathu

PHUKET has experienced unprecedented growth across all levels
of the retail sector over the past two decades, but without any
real improvement in customer service standards – especially in
terms of product knowledge and foreign language skills.

Rapid improvement in these areas is needed if the island is to
capitalize on its many advantages and emerge as a regional retail
hub by 2015, when the terms of the ASEAN Economic Commu-
nity (AEC) charter take effect.

The introduction of the AEC 2015 charter is being heralded as
a new era of economics for the Southeast Asian bloc. Analysts
throughout the region have repeated their warnings that increased
competition among the 10 member economies will open the door
for the most competitive organizations to win substantial rewards.

Phuket is well positioned to take advantage of the post-2015
market, and tourism promotion enthusiasts are already bestow-
ing the title “ASEAN Tourism Hub” on the island, which currently
has more than 43,000 registered rooms in accommodation estab-
lishments – not to mention thousands more in unregistered
lodgings.

Although many feel that the accommodation market is satu-
rated, more units are on the way. According to research by C9
Hotelworks, Patong alone has more than 4,200 new rooms set to
open between now and the end of 2014.

Getting to Phuket has also never been easier, with the island
emerging as Thailand’s second “regional hub” thanks to low-cost
carriers such as AirAsia and the growth in the number of direct
flights available from throughout Southeast Asia.

Of special importance is the Chinese market, which recently
overtook Australia as the top source market and shows no signs
of slowing down.

There are now 50 direct scheduled and charter flights a month
to Phuket from mainland China, and the four websites that sell
tours over the Internet in China reported a 37 per cent increase
from 2009 to 2010.

This indicates increased consumer savvy among Chinese tour-
ists, many of whom in the past found themselves at the mercy of
unscrupulous tour operators who methodically bussed them to
gem shops and other such “attractions” in the hope of raking in
sales commissions on overpriced goods.

Phuket can boast a wide variety of shopping options, with some-
thing for every tourist regardless of spending power.

When it comes to customer service, what they want is a sales-
person with good product knowledge, sufficient language skills
and a courteous manner – not harassment by sidewalk touts of
dubious immigration status or the vacant stares all too common
among staff in the aisles of retail outlets across the island.

– The Editor
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Do you have an opinion to voice?
Email Editor@PhuketGazette.net

By Suchard Raksangob

In the name of
Phuket’s poor

Stemming the tide
at Phuket Airport

Theerayut Budnampeth, 50, is the
superintendent of Immigration at
Phuket International Airport. Mr
Theerayut, from Ratchaburi, has
served as superintendent since
February 2010 after being promoted
from deputy superintendent of
Suvarnabhumi International Airport’s
Transit Section. Here he talks about
the difficulties immigration is facing with
rising passenger arrivals.

What price for a
building permit?

How is the fee for a building
permit calculated? It seems that
no one can explain the process.
Can someone from a local admin-
istration organization (OrBorTor)
or legal advisers explain it?

Pat
Rawai

Mayuree Srichuay, an officer at
Rawai Municipality’s Public
Works Division, replies:

The building permit document
itself incurs a 20-baht fee and there
are other fees for inspection, de-
pending on what the building
permit is for.

The inspection fee for a build-
ing of no more than two storeys
or of a height up to 12 meters is
0.5 baht (50 satang) per square
meter of the total building area,
combining the areas of each
storey if there are more than one.

For structures of two or three
stories, or between 12 and 15

meters tall – the fee is 2 baht per
square meter of total building area,
combining the areas of each
storey.

For structures of more than
three stories or of heights over 15
meters, the fee is four baht per
square meter of total building area,
again combining the areas of each
storey.

The fees I have given here are
the inspection fees for new build-
ings only. There are different rates
used for other aspects of building
permits, such as in renovating a
property, not building a new one.

These rates are listed in the
building permit fee section in the
Interior Ministry’s Ministerial

Regulation Notice 7 issued in BE
2528 (1985), which updates the
Building Control Act BE 2522
(1979).

A copy is available for down-
load from the Thai Council of
Engineers website at www.
coe.or.th/co15law/act_control/
building/L%2007.pdf

You can also visit Rawai Mu-
nicipality for further information.

A COMMON theme is creeping
into news stories, namely stories
about investigations launched be-
cause of complaints filed with the
Damrongtham Center.

The principle on which the
Damrongtham Center was
founded is highly commendable,
but how the process is open to
abuse leaves much room for im-
provement.

The center must receive com-
plaints from members of the
public, that’s why it exists. If the
center believes the issue is worth
investigating, it hands the com-
plaint to the governor for action.

But by simply receiving the
complaint, the governor is bound
to automatically follow up. If he
does nothing about it then he
leaves himself open to accusations
of negligence or failing to perform
his duties. Anyone can understand
why it seems he automatically
launches investigations based on
these complaints.

And when he launches an in-
vestigation, he doesn’t choose
people far down the ladder of re-
sponsibility. He selects people he
can trust, people who can be held
responsible for the investigation,
which makes perfect sense.
That’s why such investigations are
always headed by a vice governor
and heads of provincial offices.

Once an investigation is
launched with such prestigious
people involved, it automatically
becomes “newsworthy”, and the
media publish the details of the
complaint – but rarely the result
of the investigation.

Regardless, by the time the

news is run, the damage is done.
It often takes months for these
investigations to come to a con-
clusion. In that time the investors
in the project may pull out, poten-
tial customers/clients shy away
from the project – all for the sake
of an accusation of which the
motive is barely considered.

We see this time and again in
Phuket.

Surely the Damrongtham Cen-
ter, for all the good work that it
does, can conduct a preliminary
investigation into a complaint be-
fore handing it on to the governor
for action. The automatic process
that follows causes nothing but
harm to the accused.

And they should certainly inves-
tigate to confirm that the person
filing the complaint has legitimate
reason for doing so, and is not just
claiming to be an ordinary person
defending the rights of the poor.

THE main duty of immigration
officers at the airport is checking
the documentation of passengers
entering and leaving the country
from Phuket International Airport.

Sometimes we will inspect air-
craft if we believe there are
stowaways or anyone trying to
leave the country illegally.

Currently, there are 85 immigra-
tion officers at the airport, 33 of
them work at the arrival counters
and 30 at departures. There are
three shifts of eight to nine offic-
ers each, working eight hours a
day. This is not enough to handle
the passenger load.

In low season, one officer
handles between 5,000 and 6,000
passengers a month, which jumps
to 8,000 to 10,000 in the high sea-
son. Both are higher than what
officers at Suvarnabhumi handle,
which is 3,000 to 4,000 per month.

Our busiest period is from 11am
to 2pm each day when five flights
land at around the same time.

Four of these flights carry 150
passengers and one Orient Thai
flight from Hong Kong brings in
500 passengers.

This means about 1,000 passen-
gers are crowded into the arrival
area at one time and there are long
waiting periods. The hall is de-
signed to support 800 people.

I strongly recommend that
people entering Thailand have
their passports and arrival cards
ready when they arrive. It only

takes 45 seconds to check them
if they are ready.

As a temporary measure to help
us during the coming high season,
after discussions with Immigration
Bureau Commissioner Wiboon
Bangthamai, it was decided that six
officers from Immigration Division
Six will come to help.

In the long term, we are plan-
ning to acquire additional officers
to accommodate 35 new counters
that will be added with the airport’s
expansion. We have also drafted
a plan to let Immigration Police
volunteers help passengers fill in
arrival and departure cards while
they wait in line.

Are land title deeds in Phuket worth
the paper they’re written on?

Phuket Airport Immigration passport control.

Are insecticide
foggers dangerous?
I have noticed workers regularly
using foggers at night, dispensing
a kind of chemical into the air as
they drive along roads in pickups.
They make a pretty loud noise and
a cloud of fumes is left behind that
dissipates quickly.

I assume this is a kind of pest
control.

I have also seen the same pro-
cess happening in the lobby of a
large hotel in Phuket Town.

What are the active ingredients
used in these foggers?

Do pests have to be directly
exposed to the fumes to be af-
fected?

Is it safe to be exposed to the
fog, for example if you are walk-
ing on the street while they are
spraying?

Does contact with the skin,
eyes or inhalation cause problems?

David Hard
Phuket

Komsan Roengsearee, an of-
ficer at Phuket City Munici-
pality Sanitation Department,
replies:

The “fog” targets small insects
such as mosquitoes, cockroaches
and flies.

I would not say that the fog is
100 per cent safe because it is
produced from a chemical com-
pound, but this depends on how
you are exposed to it.

If you come into contact with
the chemicals emanating from ULV
fog machines on Municipality ve-
hicles or the hand-held devices, you
will be fine as its density is only
enough to effect the respiratory

systems of small creatures. The
chemical quantities in the fog are
too little to harm the human body.

However, being sprayed di-
rectly in the face will make it
difficult to breathe, but this
should subside quickly. Someone
whose body is weak or who is
allergic to the chemicals may ex-
perience more serious problems
such as vomiting, but the symp-
toms do not last long.

There are no problems if you just
walk through the smoke. Do not
worry, you can wash the chemical
off with water.

As for its chemical composi-
tion, we are using a pyrethroid
group compound known as
deltamethrin. Active ingredients
depend on what the Phuket Pub-
lic Health Office has approved for
use each year.

We only conduct free pest-con-
trol services in official public areas
or private property that is disused.

Hotels or other businesses that
would like to use our services
have to pay about 500 baht each
time, depending on how big the
area is.
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Calling for fair
tourism budget

Ethnic Chinese now prefer cash gifts over gold. Photo: jimmiehomeschoolmom
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PHUKET tourism business leaders say they
are willing to give the new government time
to implement its policies but they are ask-
ing for the tourism-promotion budget to be
distributed fairly, not as it has been done in
the past.

They also recommend that the govern-
ment quickly develop new tourism products
to attract visitors to Phuket.

Bhurit Maswongsa, vice president of the
Phuket Tourism Association, said it was too
early to comment on Prime Minister
Yingluck Shinawatra’s new Cabinet because
it had only just been formed.

However, Mr Bhurit said that the poli-
cies of the Tourism and Sports Ministry,
headed by Chumpol Silpa-archa, were likely
to be the same as before.

Mr Chumpol, who is the leader of the

Chart Thai Pattana Party and a deputy prime
minister, held the position of tourism and
sports minister under Abhisit Vejjajiva’s gov-
ernment and has retained the post in Mrs
Yingluck’s new Cabinet. His party was the
first to join the current six-party coalition
led by the Pheu Thai Party following Mrs
Yingluck’s election victory on July 3.

Mr Bhurit said Phuket’s private sector
community had no reason to be anxious
about the future as most of the work of
attracting tourists to the island and driving
the market had been done by the private
sector itself.

However, the issue of concern to the
tourism industry was the allocation of the
tourism-promotion budget, he noted.

Mr Bhurit said he hoped the budget
would be allocated evenly and inclusively.

In the past, money had been allocated dis-
proportionately to certain areas at the
expense of others, he said.

Mr Bhurit said that the most important
thing the government needed to do to in-
crease tourism was to develop new tourism
products.

In Phuket, the government should sup-
port the construction of a new sports
complex. The project had already passed
an environmental impact assessment and

BUSINESS is bad for the island’s
gold shops, with few customers
willing to buy the commodity while
its price is sky-high. Most custom-
ers in Phuket are instead taking the
opportunity to exchange or sell their
gold in a bid to cash in.

On August 18, gold trading
closed at a record high of
US$1,818.90 per ounce, as inves-
tors continued to flock to the
commodity as a safe haven amid
the economic crunch in the United
States and financial meltdown in
the European Union.

Chaiyut Prayurawong, chair-
man of Phuket Gold Club and
owner of a Rassada gold shop, told
Manager Online on August 12 that
most gold trading in Phuket and
the provinces was in jewelery,
whereas in Bangkok’s Yaowarat
area – Chinatown – gold bars were
the currency of choice.

In Phuket, there are now more
sellers than buyers, with custom-
ers bringing their old jewelery to
gold shops to cash in on the soar-
ing price.

Adding to gold shops’ woes is
the fact that the island’s economy
depends on tourism – and it’s now
low season, so few foreigners can
be expected to buy gold. During
high season, gold traders in
Phuket enjoy higher sales, as tour-
ists like to buy jewelery while on
vacation, Mr Chaiyut said.

Mr Chaiyut added that 10 to 20
years ago, jewelery was popular
but it had become less so since
the price of gold started to rise.
Ethnic Chinese used to give gold
to their children at Chinese New
Year, but now money has become
more popular.

Foreigners are still buying some
jewelery, with most customers
being from the US or Europe, par-
ticularly Italy. However, foreigners
like to buy 18 carat gold, though
most gold in Thailand is 22-23
carat, he said.

Jirapha Wongphakham, an em-
ployee at Kitiporn gold shop on
Montri Road in Phuket Town,
said the shop had still been able
to sell some gold, but that most

customers were locals. Chinese
tourists were coming to look at
the gold but were not buying any-
thing, and there were hardly any
Western customers.

Montri Road is one of the
province’s most important trading
centers, with as many as 20 shops
selling jewelery and gold.

Meanwhile, the secretary-general
of Thailand’s Gold Trade Associa-
tion Kritcharat Hirunyasiri, told The
Nation recently that the price of gold
would adjust itself soon.

“After skyrocketing prices seen
in the past two weeks, gold prices

are expected to drop this week to
within the US$1,680-1,720 per
ounce bracket,” he said.

Mr Kritcharat, who is also
chairman and CEO of MTS Gold,
Thailand’s leading wholesaler and
retailer of gold, warned that con-
sumers should not panic and
speculate on gold, as the price is
extremely volatile.

“Investors should only consider
investing 20 per cent of their port-
folio in gold to diversify their risk
away from any one particular
commodity,” he suggested.

– Manager Online

Hordes rush to sell off their gold

the initial stages of development but had
not received permission to go ahead, he said.

He urged the government to allow the
project to go through, saying it would bring
direct benefits to both sports and tourism.

Chart Thai Pattana’s declared tourism
industry policies include developing human
resources, suppressing tourist scams,
cracking down on unregistered tourist
guides and improving airport services.

– Manager Online

PITCHING FOR THE ULTIMATE ARENA: Phuket tourism leaders want to ensure the new
government keeps existing plans on the table, such as the proposed sports complex.

BUSINESS operators in Thailand’s
service sector and local govern-
ment organizations need to antici-
pate and prepare for the ASEAN
Economic Community (AEC) 2015
by being more active and informed,
a government analyst urged.

Dr Chuwit Mitrchob, executive
director of the Competitiveness
Development Office, Office of the
National Economic and Social De-
velopment Board, last Saturday
gave a lecture at the Patong Re-
sort Hotel about the impact of AEC
on spa and health services. About
50 representatives of Health, Mas-
sage and Spa businesses attended.

 He warned that in the near fu-
ture Thailand’s ASEAN neighbors
may be interested in taking over
the health service businesses [of
which Thailand are currently sec-
tor leaders].

  The director cited the World
Economic Outlook Database from
April 2010, where 45.2 per cent
of Thailand’s GDP lay in services,
the country’s highest sector fol-
lowed by industrial (43.3 per cent)
and agricultural (11.5 per cent).

He went on to emphasize the
need for producers, manufactur-
ers and service providers to add
more value and creativity to their
products and services and the
need to expand the marketing
potential of unique Thai assets,
citing herbs, longans, the Thai
Wai and smile as examples.

 Moreover, he stressed the im-
portance of language skills.

 From here on, the level of edu-
cation is not a major consideration
in the services sector, he said.

 Having a degree but no [lan-
guage] skills is useless. The skill
more than the degree will be the
factor to specify wages, he added.

– Janpen Upatising

Service
sector

warned
Rising gold prices are affecting sales in
local shops negatively, as many people
try to sell off their gold assets quickly.
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New marina coming to Krabi

By Steven Layne

RECORD high pork prices have
been reported throughout Thai-
land in recent weeks. Local mar-
ket vendors suggest that the pre-
mium price is a result of the high
cost of animal feed, and since
most animal feed is sourced from
the same company it will subse-
quently lead to price increases for
other food commodities.

As quoted in the Phuket Gazette
last week, acting chief of Phuket
Provincial Internal Trade Office
Supacha Bunplit attributed the
price surges to a shortage of
healthy Chinese swine supplying
northeast and central Thai farms.
However, this only accounts for
the impact on pig farms that source
their swine from China – where
record high pork prices were also
reported last month.

Meanwhile southern Thailand’s
farms, according to the chief,
would be unaffected by the “slim
pig” epidemic; yet the price of
pork in Phuket continues to peak.

They suspect that “big busi-
nesses” are forcing prices up in
order to expand their profit mar-
gins, to the dismay of consumers.
One vendor who wished to remain
anonymous told the Gazette that
prices are at the mercy of one com-
pany in particular.  “They control
everything...When they raise the
price, smaller companies must fol-
low,” he said. This company isn’t
just involved in pork production.

CP Foods (CPF), whose corporate
motto is “Kitchen of the World”, is

an icon in the Thai food  industry,
if not the entire Asian region. One
might assume CP is short for
Chicken-Pork or judging by their
campaigns’ emphasis on quality as-
surance, Clean Products.

In fact, it stands for Charoen
Pokphand, which is Thai for
“Prosperous Commodity”. Recog-
nized for championing the region’s
once-lucrative agribusiness indus-
try, CPF’s prime ventures are the
poultry, swine and seafood sectors.

The company’s success is
widely attributed to the simple yet
effective vertical integration
model. By cutting out middle links,
they have integrated an entire sup-
ply chain, starting from seeds,
animal feed and breeding, right up
to the  processed foods sold at its
own outlets. CPF is the backbone
company of the CP Group, one
of Asia’s most successful business
conglomerates that also umbrel-
las CP All – the mother company
of its own fast food kiosks, CP
Fresh Marts and is also the exclu-

sive franchise leaser of 7-11 stores
in Thailand.

CPF’s stronghold on the market
didn’t happen overnight, however.

Exactly 90 years ago, in 1921, eth-
nic Chinese entrepreneur, Ek Chor,
with his brother, Siew Whooy,
opened a shop in Bangkok’s
Chinatown where they sold veg-
etable seeds from China.

By 1954, the company moved
into animal feed production and
ten years after that,  Ek Chor’s
youngest son, Dhanin Cheara-
vanont became head of the
company.

During the 1970s, the company
began to invest in animal breeding
and poultry production operations.
Formally registered as Charoen
Pokphand Feedmill Co Ltd in 1978,

THE development firm behind Phuket’s
Boat Lagoon will open their second marina
across the bay in neighboring Krabi prov-
ince in November.

Approved by Thailand’s Board of Invest-
ment, the Krabi Boat Lagoon project
occupies 110 rai in Taling Chan.

The first phase, covering 42 rai, will in-
clude 90 berths, 70 hardstands, workshops,
commercial facilities and undercover quays
for six yachts.

The marina will be able to accommo-
date watercraft up to 23 meters in length.

Phase two, which is currently in plan-
ning, will comprise resort homes and a
residential development.

“Berths will be offered initially to existing
owners in Phuket and an on-site sales office
in Krabi will open next month,” Sales and Mar-
keting Director Sriya Yongsakul said recently.

The reaction from many Krabi tourism
operators has been enthusiastic, especially
from nearby Koh Lanta, Ms Sriya said.

“With the new marina only 12 minutes
from the [Krabi] international airport, the
resort island [of Koh Lanta] can be reached

by boat in 30 minutes, dramatically improv-
ing existing access,” she explained.

News of the Krabi Boat Lagoon comes
amid a surge in development growth in
Krabi’s marine and yachting industry, with
the government-sponsored Krabi River

CP a vertical
integration
success story

Marina opening last year and the new Port
Takola development currently under con-
struction.

Other significant demand generators in
the pipeline include a new nine-hole golf
course near the airport and an international
hospital in Krabi Town.

Meanwhile, in nearby Klong Muang, just
south of Krabi Town, residential and resort
real estate is on the rise following the suc-
cess of the mixed-use Pelican development,
launched earlier this year with an offering
of condominiums, villas and a hotel.

These latest developments in the Krabi
area follow the announcement of the sale
of the 160 rai oceanfront core land parcel
of what was to be the destination resort
The Cove. The land is being marketed by
CBRE Thailand.

– Bill Barnett

READY FOR HIGH SEASON: Krabi Boat Lagoon will improve boat access to nearby islands.

THE ROOT OF THE RISE

CUTTING OUT THE
MIDDLE MAN

they became a key supplier of live-
stock and feed to farms throughout
southern Thailand.

By the 1980s, the company
added seafood to their list of prod-
ucts with shrimp farms and by
1987, CP was listed in the Stock
Exchange of Thailand. In 1994 it
became a public company.

Having expanded its domes-
tic operations through a series of
acquisitions, in the mid 90s the
company established Thailand’s
most famous hyper market,
Tesco Lotus, as a joint venture
with the British chain. Marking
that CPF was no longer just
feeding farms, its name was
changed to Chaoroen Pokphan
Foods in 1999.

CPF’s multinational ambitions be-

IT STARTS WITH A SEED

GLOBAL FRUITS

FROM SEED TO NEED: CP started with seed and feed, then expanded to livestock. Photo: Kristine Paulus

gan to take form when the com-
pany set up subsidiaries and acquired
strategic shares in China, the Euro-
pean Union and the UK by 2002.

The following year they took
on US markets, and sold their
shares of Tesco Lotus Thailand,
while retaining Tesco Lotus China.
By 2004, they expanded into Tur-
key and Japan and in the following
year Malaysia, Scandinavia and
India.

By 2005, their farming opera-
tions included Russia and Laos and
by 2007, the Philippines and Tai-
wan and Vietnam in 2009.

Today, CPF’s 72-year-old
Chairman,  Dhanin Chearavanont
– the son of a small-time seed
seller – is listed by Forbes as
Thailand’s richest person, with a
net worth (including the wealth of
his brothers) of US$6.5 billion.
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Phuket International Download Speeds 
June to August, 2011 

Wireless Connections 

Wired Connections 

B 100 
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B 790 
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B 2,500 

B 490 to 

B 1,590 
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B 1,399 

Monthly 

Charge B 790 B 690 

B 590 
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Source: www.PhuketInternetSpeed.com 

This data is derived from 2,000 reported download speed tests over the past three months.

WE recently witnessed a historic
event. The basis of modern fi-
nance, as taught in business
schools all around the world, starts
with the assumption that the US
Treasury bond is the “risk free”
rate-of-return investment vehicle.

Even in my undergraduate stud-
ies I had trouble with this concept,

Implications of the US debt rating downgrade

THE amount you pay for an Internet line
has almost no correlation with how fast the
line runs internationally.

Before you spend a fortune on a new
Internet connection,
make sure you under-
stand what you are – and
aren’t – getting.

Hundreds of Phuket
residents regularly report their international
internet download speeds on PhuketInternet
Speed.com.

Computer Clinic guru Khun Roger and I
had a chance to sift through some of the
latest numbers, and the results certainly took
us by surprise.

This isn’t a scientific study. Rather, it’s a
grass-roots effort to monitor our internet
speeds here in Phuket and make the data
available to anyone who’s interested. You are
welcome to download the reported sightings
and analyze them any way you wish.

The numbers are self-reported, and not
the result of some statistical sampling. The
testing method is uniform: we all report in-
ternational download speeds from Los
Angeles, using a very reputable test that isn’t
susceptible to caching.

We test many different internet provid-
ers and services, around the clock, from
locations all over the island. What you see
in the graph above is a distillation of the
speed tests logged after we switched to the
new cache-proof testing site in June.

International download speeds don’t tell

the whole story. If you frequently visit popu-
lar websites inside or outside of Thailand,
domestic speeds may be of far greater im-
portant for you. Some major websites –

among them Google,
Gmail, YouTube, Hotmail,
Microsoft.com and the
Akamai servers – are al-
most certainly mirrored

inside Thailand, or somewhere nearby.
If you download torrents, the source of

the data may be inside or outside of Thai-
land, or some mixture. Quality of service –
up-time, repair response time, connections
fading in and out – is important, and this is
not shown in the graph.

International speeds only tell a part of
the story but it’s a part we can measure
reliably, and it’s a crucial part of the pic-
ture for many people who do most of their
online work outside of Thailand.

Next week I’ll go into detail about the
way Khun Roger and I massaged the data,
and give you some hints on how to best to
use the report, but here are the highlights.

It bears repeating: The amount you pay
for an Internet line has almost no correlation
with how fast the line runs internationally.

All of the 3BB lines run just about the
same speed, whether you spend 590 baht a
month for the 6 Mbps line, 1,490 baht for
the 12 Mbps line, or 2,500 baht a month
for the Premiere line.

Ditto for all of the TOT ADSL lines ex-
cept, for reasons unknown, the 6 Mbps line

is demonstrably faster than the others – and
it only costs 590 baht a month. (There’s
also a very fast TOT line known as the 9
Mbps Home service, but TOT doesn’t
offer it to new subscribers.)

The chart doesn’t include TOT Fiber
Optic. We’ve had some complaints about
the Fiber 2U service feeling sluggish lately
– not sure what the source of the problem
is – but measured download speeds are in
the 7 to 9 Mbps range (and thus off the
chart). Fiber 2U 10 Mbps is 1,490 baht per
month and Fiber 2U 20 Mbps is 2,420 baht.

We have been seeing some significant
slowdown in the True DOCSIS lines over
the past couple of weeks. It’s possible that
True’s not keeping up with demand. Sur-
prisingly, the 20 Mbps DOCSIS line is
slower than the 10 Mbps DOCSIS line.

The TOT “WiFi” speeds are based on
just two customers, and they only got their
lines in the last couple of weeks. The ser-
vice will undoubtedly gain more customers
quickly, and there’s no way to predict
whether TOT will keep up with the demand,
or if the service will bog down.

Speeds vary significantly depending on
location and the individual line. See the
PhuketInternetSpeed.com site for the lat-
est details applicable to a specific location.

I have reports about many of the indi-
vidual services in earlier Live Wire columns.
To look them up, start at phuketgazette.net/
computers.

If you aren’t yet reporting your speeds on
PhuketInternetSpeed.com, please drop by and
sign up! It’s free, it only takes a few sec-
onds, and the results help everybody figure
out what’s working and what’s not worth
the effort. Remember that all of the data –
more than 21,000 reported sightings at this
point – is immediately available to anybody
who wants to download, look at or fiddle with
the results. The Internet Service Providers
are watching the reports. We need your help.

To keep up with the latest Phuket internet news,
drop by one of the Sunday morning Computer
Clinics, and follow WoodyLeonhard@
gmail.com on Google+ (drop Woody an email
if you need an invitation for Google+), or on
Twitter: @PhuketPC.

Unofficial study
nets surprising
rates of speed

arguing with my professors to the
point where I must have become
that student they would wish to
be absent on any given day.

Standard and Poor’s has finally
debunked this myth by downgrad-
ing the US debt rating. The initial
reaction is slightly counterintuitive.

With any other nation, a
downgrade in debt rating usually
leads to a sell-off in their debt
markets.

The US debt actually experi-
enced a slight rise. The reason for
this is that market participants
sold out of even riskier assets,

such as the stock markets.
This was due to a widespread

belief that the downgrade would
lead to something other than good
in the overall investment climate,
prompting a movement of funds
into a place considered  relatively
safer.

Ironically, this “safer place”
was the same bond market whose
downgrade caused the worry in

the first place.
The position of the US Dollar

as the reserve currency of the
world, and that of the nation’s
bonds as a flight to safety, caused
this initial reaction.

The implications are much
harder to assess over the long
term, however.

There are several possible sce-
narios which could play out as a
result of this downgrade.

It should cause the future debt
that the US will issue to become
more expensive for them, thus ex-
acerbating the problem of how to
avoid a default on their debt.

I do not think a default is the
route the US will willingly go
down to solve this problem; in-
flating the debt away seems much
more palatable.

Of course it may get to a point
where they don’t have a choice,
but I do not think we are anywhere
near there yet.

As interest rates are as low as
they can go, the US will have to
turn on the printing machine if we
have another crisis.

The government is simply run-
ning out of tools to stimulate the
economy.

I don’t find it difficult to imag-
ine inflation going to unthinkable
levels very quickly.

Of course, as is always the
problem, knowing that something
will happen and knowing when are
two very different things.

In the investment world the dif-
ference between the two has
caused many financial disasters in
the past — and will continue to
do so in the future.

Thus I think the fallout from
the real root of the issue – which
is not the downgrade itself but the
debt that the US has racked up –
will unavoidably lead to serious
global inflation.

Of course the EU has similar
problems, which I would prefer
to not even mention just now.

As I always argue for protec-
tion from what might happen as
opposed to trying to profit off of
it, I think the real fallout will even-
tually be felt by the bond markets.
I would stay away from these for
the time being.

Of course it still could be a few
years out so I wouldn’t go out and
short them: markets can stay ir-
rational much longer than most
investors can stay solvent.

David Mayes MBA provides wealth
management services to expats
throughout the world and specializes
in UK pension transfers. He can be
reached at david.m@faramond.com



August 27 - September 2, 2011 P H U K E T  G A Z E T T E 13



14 P H U K E T  G A Z E T T E August 27 - September 2, 2011

Around the world
By Nicholas Altstadt

JAMES Pitman, 43, and Jean
D’Assonville, 47, are flying around
the world in a four-seat, single-
prop airplane with an engine
smaller and less powerful than that
of an Isuzu D-max pickup truck.

The route so far: from South
Africa, to Reunion, Sri Lanka,
Phuket, Taiwan and as this is be-
ing written the pair are in contact
with Guam Air Traffic Control,
217 nautical miles out.

Next up: Marshall Islands, Ha-
waii, Los Angeles and onward until
they land back in Johannesburg on
September 6 – that’s the plan.

Only two months ago the South
African duo began construction
on the Sling 4 prototype aircraft
at their Airplane Factory in
Johannesburg, South Africa.

That’s right, their “silver angel”
– now half-way around the world
approaching Guam – was no more
than a collection of computer-gen-
erated images until June 21.

A few setbacks in the furious
pace they set  meant they wouldn’t
make it to the renowned air en-
thusiast gathering, EAA AirVenture
Oshkosh in Wisconsin, by the time
it finished in late July.

Nonetheless, Jean flew the
plane for its
maiden voyage
on July 23.
Then they
completed the
required 40
hours of
“ p r o v i n g
flights” to be-
gin the first leg
of their
journey on
August 7.

As they
headed into
the big blue
for the 2,688-
k i l o m e t e r ,
13-hour flight
to Reunion Is-
land, the weight of their
undertaking set in.

“Suddenly the cockpit takes on
a new atmosphere and James
looks at me and we smile, know-
ing that we don’t know what lies
ahead – it ain’t gonna be a walk in
the park, but we are going to have
a load of fun,” Jean reflected.

Indeed, the first leg of their
journey was no walk in the park.

“We flew a while with total
blackness out there relying on our
trusted instruments and autopilot.
Then James switched on our
bright Kuntzelmann landing lights
and only then we realized it was
raining, and really hard,” Jean
wrote on the Airplane Factory blog.

“It seems crazy, but the Sling
4 is so quiet and the water whips
off the windscreen so smoothly
that we hadn’t heard the rain
crashing into us over Bob Dylan

[through their headphones].
“We sat and enjoyed the water

show in amazement and some
nervousness. At this point we had
climbed to 10,000ft and the rain
was intense. We did not really
want to fly in the rain for too long
so decided to climb as we could
see what looked like stars above.

“So, prop controller to climb,
a bit more power and up we went.
11,000ft, still rain, stars still lightly
showing above, so we pushed on
to 12,000ft.

“Still raining madly and no vis-
ibility at all outside the cockpit!
Now what? We knew for certain
if we lost instruments and autopi-
lot we were in big ‘dwang’. The
only real option would be ‘pull that
parachute’.

“Then it happened! The auto-
pilot suddenly pitched radically
and the world went wild. My first
thought was ‘instruments and au-
topilot have failed, here we go’.

“But despite my first thoughts,
it took only moments to guess the
real problem: icing!

“A quick glance: air speed indi-
cators were showing ‘zero’.
Ground speed, however, was 104
knots. What else could it be?

“James immediately disen-
gaged the autopilot which was

trying to pitch
the nose down
because of
lower - than-
stall airspeed
and then pitch
it up again to
maintain alti-
tude – a bit
like a bucking
bronco!

“He started
flying the plane
manually on the
artificial hori-
zon and only
the GPS air-
speed to look at.

“We all
know this is

an extremely dangerous moment
to manage and many pilots have
died in these conditions. James de-
scended us perfectly using GPS
trend speed to control pitch. As I
looked out of the window with my
mag lite, the leading edges of the
wings were thick with a white
crust of frozen water and large
pieces were peeling off and run-
ning back over the wing skin.

“We were strangely calm as we
sat in t-shirts and life jackets in
our heated cabin waiting for the
ice to melt.

At about 7,500ft the air speed
indicator came back to life.

“We relaxed and enjoyed that
wonderful feeling of just being alive,
savoring every moment, every
breath and thinking wonderful
things,” Jean wrote.

Jean and James safely landed in
Reunion on August 11 to complete

the first “sea leg” of their journey.
Their longest haul so far was

the flight from Reunion to Sri
Lanka – 21 hours – for which they
prepared by keeping 120 liters of
fuel in the back seat which they
could tap in case the 440 liters in
the Sling 4 wing tanks ran dry.

They made it – with fuel, and
stories to spare – to Colombo af-
ter a tense overnight flight. The
South Africans speak humbly of
this flight, although Jean gave a
hint of what went on:

“Climbing into the cockpit we
both knew this time we really
were leaving. The reality brought
on serious butterflies.

“We were about to spend about
20 hours in the ‘Bullet’, transfer-
ring fuel from various drums in
the back [seats] with an untried
system, weather report not great
and only a couple of hours sleep.

“When you stare into the dark
for long you start seeing all sorts
of things, and when you’re tired
and do that you see even more.
Now out there the situation is this:
James and I are simply trying to
fly to Colombo, minding our own
business. The Indian Ocean just
wants to do what it has done for-
ever, and the sky just wants to do
what it has done forever. The sky
saw us coming, said to the sea,
‘Let’s be a monster and scare the
pants off these lads.’”

After two exhausting flights,
the relatively short nine-hour day-
time jaunt from Sri Lanka to
Phuket was a much needed re-
spite for the boys.

In Phuket, Jean and James spent
a few days sampling the island’s
various delights before heading off
on a 19-hour flight to Taiwan. The
pair took time out of their hectic
schedule to answer some questions
for the Phuket Gazette:
Nicholas Altstadt: What safety
equipment do you have in the

‘The sky saw us
coming, said to the sea,

“Let’s be a monster
and scare the pants off

these lads.”’
– Jean D’Assonville

event of a crash landing at sea?
James and Jean: We’ve got the
basics: life jackets, an uncovered
life raft, some flares, 2 PLBs (sat-
ellite Personal Locator Beacons),
10 liters of water and some en-
ergy bars. And of course a bottle
of whiskey. We don’t have a sat-
ellite phone or a high frequency
radio. That means out over the
ocean we only have communica-
tion within an hour’s flight of
land.
Do you guys
have any kind of
pact, like a “this
is the end” pact?
No pacts, but
strong agreement
and clarity on
who does what in
the case of crisis.
Usually the hard-
est thing on a trip like this isn’t
the flying challenges, it’s getting
along with your mate. We get on
like a house on fire.
What’s a typical mid-flight
snack?
We’re obviously limited by what
we can get at the place we’ve just
come from. Often we end up with
snacks we’ve lifted from our ho-
tel snack bars. In Reunion and
Thailand you can get pretty much
anything, so we favor healthy
sandwiches supplemented by
nuts, raisins and other dried fruit.
From other countries, it’s not as
easy.
What’s the scariest situation
you’ve encountered?
Violent weather is the greatest dan-
ger we face. It’s by far the most
likely to kill us. If the engine fails
we’d glide down and probably end
up spending a couple of days at
sea. Bad weather, however, can
break up the aircraft, cause one
to fly into the sea at high speed or
so on. Bad weather at night is the
worst, because one can’t see the

clouds. Inside of the clouds it’s
very turbulent and the aircraft
could be structurally damaged.
Our very first leg was tough [de-
scribed above]. We eventually
came out of the rain an hour later
quite exhausted and overwrought,
but also exultant. We realized that
we and our aircraft could over-
come very adverse conditions.
What’s the scariest situation
you can envision?

The worst thing
that could happen
is that we end up
in IFR condi-
tions, meaning
there’s no outside
visibility and that
our artificial hori-
zon fails. If this
were to happen
we’d have little or

no hope. We do, however, have a
ballistic parachute which we can
deploy as a last resort and which
is intended to bring the entire air-
craft down. We really wouldn’t
want to end up in that situation.
Have you ever been intercepted
by military aircraft?
We haven’t been intercepted by
military aircraft, though we under-
stand that Taiwan did have two
F16s standing by. It would be a
monumental waste. We’re here to
make friends not enemies.
You guys have a lot of music
on-board, but do you have any
favorites?
My [James’] girlfriend is a DJ.
We’ve got about 300 hours of mu-
sic, including a dedicated 24-hour
“Around the World” playlist, com-
piled with loving care. That’s the
length of our longest flight. Usu-
ally we listen to South African mu-
sic at landing and takeoff – it’s
usually upbeat and optimistic.
Music really lifts our spirits.
What did you think of Phuket
and Thailand?

FULL SPEED AHEAD: James (left) and Jean in their prototype Sling 4. Photo: The Airplane Factory
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in a ‘silver bullet’

The Sling 4 in action over Phuket Airpark. Photo: Dean Noble

What a wonderful experience.
Awesomely cosmopolitan,
friendly, open-minded, optimistic.
Downsides were a feeling that
there’s too much hierarchy and
structure. Patong was quite an
education. Coming from South
Africa we felt quite provincial.
What do you
do to pass
time?
Lots of plan-
ning, lots of
talking. To fly
a 1,200cc-en-
gine aircraft
around the
world, espe-
cially a proto-
type, is quite
t e c h n i c a l l y
challenging.
There’s never
a boring mo-
ment and
there’s always
eventualities to
plan for. Fuel
management is critical. Winds are
different at different levels and so
on. But if there is a quiet moment,
it’s just a privilege to look out of
the window and see a new part of
the world go by. Few people will
ever get the opportunity to know
firsthand that the world is round.
It amazes me that anyone could
conceive that there may be bore-
dom in doing so.
What about “Number 1s” and
“Number 2s” in the plane?
Everyone asks that question. It’s
obviously of universal interest!
Number 1 is easy: We drilled two
holes in the airplane floor and put
a funnel in a pipe which we can
push through the hole. Number 2
is not so easy. It hasn’t happened
yet, but it involves a plastic shop-
ping bag and some contortions.
We’ll keep you posted....
What’s the situation now?

One frustrating thing is obtaining the
necessary permissions, although it’s
not prohibitively difficult. We were
routing from Thailand to Taiwan,
then to Japan, the Aleutian Islands,
Anchorage, then Los Angeles. Ja-
pan simply refused on the basis that
our aircraft is experimental. So in-

stead we’re
going from Tai-
wan to Guam,
The Marshall
Islands, Hawaii
and then LA.
So you can
change your
plan as you go!
Do you have
a favorite pit
stop on this
journey?
The real ro-
mance is in see-
ing the globe
roll under your
feet in 40 days,
even at
200kph.

What’s the hardest thing about
this trip?
For me [James] it’s leaving my
kids, aged two and four. For Jean
it’s putting up with me for weeks
on end. We’re doing it on a tight
budget – the entire journey, ev-
erything included, will cost less
than US$20,000. The last three
nights Jean and I have shared a
double bed. There’s no escaping
one another!
Why take the risk?
We love adventure. We want to
prove our aircraft and we want to
show the world what it can do.
It’s first and foremost about hav-
ing fun. The marketing knock-on
is just lucky.

To keep up with the lads as they make
their way around the globe and to
learn more about their company, visit
airplanefactory.co.za.

GOING DIGITAL: Nothing analog on the Sling 4 panel. Photo: Dean Noble



16 P H U K E T  G A Z E T T E August 27 - September 2, 2011

Taste with a
difference at
Surin Beach

Youth is at the
helm at Hilton

HEARTY: The Harry-Ramsden-standard fish and chips. A TASTE FOR THE BEACHSIDE: Jade Lama and Martin Ostlind. Photos: Stephan Audiger

IF YOU enjoy weekend brunches
or themed evening buffets,
there’s some good news. The
Sails restaurant, located beside
one of the five swimming pools
at the Hilton Phuket Arcadia Re-
sort on Karon Beach, is going to
become a people-magnet force to
be reckoned with.

Apart from a generally enhanced
quality, at The Sails you can now
expect many pleasant surprises,
including the addition of several
Asian and European dishes.

The force behind these devel-
opments is the appointment of the
new General Manager, Andre
Gomez, who has had a lifelong
passion for cooking perfection.

Starting his career in Australia,
Andre worked at Hyatt Interna-
tional and Radisson Group. He also
took part in the opening of the
world’s first six-star couture,
Palazzo Versace Hotel, on
Australia’s Gold Coast.

At the age of 40, he brings a
youthful devotion to his job, which
for him includes achieving culi-
nary distinction.

Pointing to a plain, steamed
prawn he excitedly describes how
it can be prepared with herbs and
spices to attain balance between
the aroma and its appeal to the
palette.

Though he likes European food,
he finds Asian cooking exciting
because of the vast choice of
spices to work with.

His enthusiasm is not re-

stricted to Sails Restaurant.
He enhances every outlet at the

resort –  Thai Thai, Buon Appetito,
Caffe Cino and the Ocean Beach
Club. His interest in food and bev-
erage, however, does not distract
him from his mission to upgrade
every other feature of the hotel.

That’s an easy mission to sup-
port as the beautiful setting of the
hotel speaks for itself as soon as
you ride the shuttle through the
landscaped and manicured 190 rai
of gardens.

Andre, an Australian resident
born in Malaysia, chose Phuket
over an attractive offer to work
in another location, as he wanted
to work in Asia, where he believes
the future growth of tourism lies.
He is happy that his Australian
wife and two children have
quickly settled in here and are en-
joying Phuket.

Among Andre’s many tasks
are trips to Bangkok to meet
people in the travel, tour and con-
vention business,  the latter
forming an important part of the
hotel’s revenue.

But he tries to keep these trips
short in his eagerness to get back
and work with his team to attain
excellence throughout the hotel.
This includes, of course, the buf-
fet at the Sails Restaurant.

SURIN Beach is sublime at six
o’clock on a sunny evening. The
surf’s up, crashing white and roll-
ing back on the sand while white-
and-angry-gray clouds skeet across
the deepening-blue skies.

A westerly breeze teases the
edges of the tablecloths and nap-
kins as we sit down to an early
dinner at Taste, one of the beach’s
star culinary turns. It’s magical.

This spacious restaurant (135-
covers inside and out), ably run
by Martin Ostlind and Jade Lama,
has been a hit for a few years now
because of the superb combina-
tion of fresh food, and great décor
and location.

Taste, while sporting a somewhat
glib name, actually does have taste
– in its décor and cuisine. Its high
ceilings are fitted out with fans and
there is a predominantly pale cream
theme running throughout.

Martin’s entrées are perhaps
his strongest suit. His seared
sashimi-grade blackened tuna with
wasabi aioli (290 baht) is a fine
appetizer, as are the shockingly
tasty Maryland crab cakes with
dill aioli (275 baht) and baked
shrimps with baked garlic, pars-

ley, olive oil and bread (280 baht).
Olive oil? I certainly detected

more than a hint of butter lurk-
ing in there, but then again, most
people in the culinary business
who find themselves facing a
‘truth or death’ decision against
the execution wall will dodge the
bullet and admit that butter is an
essential. Even in so-called
‘healthy cuisine’ establishments.

For mains we order western
dishes: fish and chips (375 baht) –
since Taste is beachside – and a
beach burger and chips (365 baht).
But after such rich starters we
struggled with the impressively
generous portions.

However, my companion pro-
nounced the beach burger as
probably the best he’s ever tasted,
and the fish and chips are almost
up to Harry Ramsdem standards.

The prices are touristy, but it’s
all extremely well done with charm-
ing, English-speaking service.

“It’s the best move we ever
made,” says Jade about coming
to Phuket. The evening spent at
Taste was just what most visitors
to the island come here for: a tasty
and tasteful beachside experience.

Taste Surin Beach is open 2pm
until late and is located close to
the car park. Contact T:076-
270090 for reservations.
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Restoring Bang Tao’s ecology

TIN mining has brought enormous
wealth and prosperity to Phuket for
centuries. However, although tin
was an important part of the
island’s history, it  also left behind
a legacy of pollution and environ-
mental damage.

At the beginning of the 20th Cen-
tury, tin mining was done on an
industrial scale.

Offshore dredging caused ex-
tensive destruction to marine life.
When mines were depleted, min-
ers would move on and start
operations elsewhere.

Due to extensive soil erosion and
environmental devastation, aban-
doned tin mines became waste-
lands that could be found across
Phuket.

As tourism slowly emerged to
replace mining as Phuket’s pri-
mary industry, locals, investors
and entrepreneurs saw a need to
preserve the island’s remaining
pristine environment.

The area surrounding Bang Tao
Beach was once a large tin mine
that caused extensive environmen-
tal damage. In the 1980s, the
unwanted wasteland was pur-
chased by Ho Kwon Ping, a
Singaporean investor who came to
Phuket with his wife looking for a
vacation home.

“I still remember the day in the
1980s when we first came across
a stretch of land by Bang Tao Bay.
It was a disused tin mine and not
very attractive. We purchased it on
a whim. We only found out later
that it had been declared irreclaim-
able by a United Nations (UN)
development report because of pol-
lution from the mine,” Mr Ping is
quoted as saying.

Sure enough, the 1,400 rai site
that Mr Ping purchased had been
declared “too environmentally dam-
aged to have any development
potential” by a UN Development
Plan team, which conducted a sur-
vey on Phuket’s tourism potential
in 1977. Soil at the site resembled a
moonscape laced with chemicals,
rendering it uninhabitable and with-
out vegetation. Discarded machinery
was strewn among craters, sur-
rounded by piles of blackened soil
and ramshackle huts.

Another survey, commissioned
by the Tourism Authority of Thai-
land in 1979, reported that

“Although the damage is probably
beyond repair, effort should not
be spared to try to restore the
environment”.

Despite the Thai surveyor’s op-
timistic conclusion, no one really
believed that the damaged waste-
land surrounding Bang Tao Bay
could ever be rehabilitated. Mr
Ping, however, thought differently.

In 1984 he started a project that
would transform the damaged
landscape, restoring Phuket’s
most polluted beach and turning
Bang Tao into one of the island’s
top holiday spots.

With a remarkable vision and a
US$200 million (6 billion baht) in-
vestment, which at the time was
Phuket’s largest ever single invest-
ment, the enormous Laguna
Hotels project was started.

Equipment was brought in to
clear and level the terrain. Huge
amounts of fertile topsoil were
laid, and trees and vegetation that
would help prevent erosion, but
demand little irrigation, were
planted therein. These included
casuarinas and palm trees.

Buildings and roads were con-
structed around the site and the
large craters were filled with fresh
water. Fish and shellfish were in-
troduced to the new lakes after
contaminated soil was removed.

With the massively improved
environment, animals and birds
began to return naturally and in-
habit the area.

The Laguna complex, known
today as Laguna Phuket Resorts
and Hotels, also became home to
five of Phuket’s luxury resorts,
namely the Banyan Tree Resort,
the Dusit Laguna, the Laguna
Beach Club, the Sheraton Grande
Laguna and the Allamanda Resort.

The Laguna Phuket golf
course, which was constructed
on land that could support no
plant or animal life is now dotted
with thousands of trees and is
home to numerous bird species,
such as purple swamp hens, king-
fishers, bee-eaters and hoopoes.

Over the years, sea turtles have
also begun returning to Bang Tao
beach to lay eggs.

In addition to creating a wild-
life haven, the Laguna project has
also helped to create employment
for Phuket locals who were suf-
fering economically from the
mining industry’s decline.

 Slowly the local workforce
began to shift from mining jobs
to the burgeoning tourism sector.

BUILD IT AND THEY WILL COME: With a remarkable vision and a US$200mn (6bn baht) investment, which at the
time was Phuket’s largest ever single investment, the enormous Laguna Hotels project was started.

INVESTMENT EYE: Ho Kwon Ping came to Phuket to buy a vacation home.

Laguna Phuket is arguably one
of the island’s most remarkable and
inspirational environmental resto-
ration stories and has deservedly
received numerous environmental
awards for forever changing the

face of Bang Tao beach.
According to Banyan Tree

Group Director David Campion,
some of Laguna’s current asso-
ciates spent time when they
were kids bringing lunch to their

parents at Bang Tao’s tin mines.
Although they work at the

same site doing very different
jobs today, they are now in a
much healthier, safer and cleaner
environment.
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MOMMY’S LITTLE MONSTER: The book provides an insight into
what goes through the mind of a mass murderer’s mother.

Patong Merlin Hotel

promjaiphuket@gmail.com

for August ’11Best Promotion

PATTI Smith and Robert Mapple-
thorpe re-created themselves as
artists and reigned for a while as
the gilded couple of the Andy
Warhol underground art scene in
New York during the early 1970s.

Patti Smith has written a mem-
oir of their early days, Just Kids
(HarperCollins, New York, 2010,

Godmother of Punk recalls life with lover
279pp). She dropped out of school
in 1967 to give birth to a daughter
whom she immediately gave up for
adoption. She fled New Jersey to
join artistic friends at Pratt Institute
in Brooklyn. There she met and
moved in with Robert Mapplethorpe.

They lived hand to mouth, writ-
ing poetry, drawing and creating art

installations. It should be mentioned
that in the book Patti Smith’s writ-
ing is often confusing as illustrated
in the following passage:

“For a time Robert protected me,
then was dependent on me, and
then possessive of me. His trans-
formation was the rose of Genet,
and He was pierced deeply by his
blooming. I too desired more than
a wish to go backward where our
mute light spread from hanging lan-
terns with mirrored panels. We had
ventured like Maeterlinck’s children
seeking the bluebird and were
caught in the twisted briars of our
new experiences.”

Nonetheless, the couple’s up-
ward trajectory propels the reader
along. They might have lan-
guished as unknowns in Brooklyn
forever except for an inspired
move to the famous Chelsea Ho-
tel in Manhattan. This was their
introduction to the New York art
and rock world, of which they
soon became stars.

In no time they were hanging out
with Andy Warhol’s ‘superstars’ at
the center table in Max’s Kansas
City. Allen Ginsberg, taking the an-
gular Smith as a boy, tried to pick
her up. They met Gregory Corso,
Janis Joplin, Roger McGuinn, Kris
Kristofferson, Grace Slick, John
Lennon and Yoko Ono.

Although they continued to share
an apartment, Mapplethorpe had a
series of gay lovers, and Smith had

By Alexandra Andersson

THE book We Need To Talk About Kevin
(400pp, Counterpoint Press, 2003) has had
everyone talking for the decade or so since
its release. And now, buzz surrounding the
screen adaptation has fans eager to also watch
Kevin, in action, come its year-end release.

The film earned stunning reviews at its 64th

annual Cannes Film Festival unveiling in May.
With Tilda Swinton and John C Reiley por-
traying the lead characters, and the strength
of the book it’s based on, it’s no surprise.

In the novel, protagonist Eva Khatch-
adourian hates her son. She always has.
Her own flesh-and-blood, firstborn son.

This is a daring enough premise for a
novel to begin with, never mind the fact We
Need To Talk About Kevin begins after the
son, at just 15, commits mass murder in
his high school.

Many books have covered the modern phe-
nomenon of school shootings, but most focus
on the child, the victims or Marilyn Manson.

Author Lionel Shriver however, taps into
a different element by telling the story
through the mother’s eyes, in letters to her
estranged husband reflecting on their son
and where it all went wrong.

This allows for intimate characterization
and is one of the reasons behind the novel’s

success over the years.
In the book, Eva is an

independent, well-trav-
elled and successful
woman who may well
come across as conde-
scending, cold and selfish
– if you weren’t reading
her innermost thoughts
and feelings.

The sentiments she
expresses in the pages –
uncertainty, helplessness
and self-doubt – contrast
starkly with her outward
projection. This is what
really gives the novel its
edge, since the character is disturbingly re-
latable, yet she carried, bore and raised a
mass murderer.

When looking back on her motherhood,
Eva also acknowledges her battles with ma-
ternal ambivalence and distaste for her
offspring. Through this theme, Shriver again
strikes a resounding chord with many mod-
ern women struggling with their changing
role in society.

The poetic language, captivating sub-
ject matter and thriller-like pace of the
novel compel you to turn the 500 pages
leading up to the event, ambiguously re-

ferred to as “Thursday”.
Intermittently however,

the reader is taken into the
present day, to the visiting
room of the prison in
which Kevin is incarcer-
ated – providing a peek into
a fascinatingly troubled relationship.

Despite being known from page one, the
ending is cleverly constructed by Shriver,
and leaves the reader both fulfilled and en-
gaged. There are some surprises in the
storyline, which is basically a chronological
account of the first 15 years of Kevin’s life,

but it’s the extent to which the themes, events
and relationships throughout are left up to
interpretation that really gets you thinking.

Invariably We Need To Talk About Kevin
leaves readers craving to talk about it at
length, and with the film coming out soon,
it’s set to continue to be the talk of the town.

Talked-about book
to hit silver screen

romances with rock musicians and
the poet Jim Carroll. She formed
her own band and toured the small
downtown dives.

Eventually, Smith and Mapple-
thorpe split up when he moved into
a studio paid for by a wealthy lover.
His work soon appeared in upscale
art galleries and he began moving
in ever higher social circles. He
was a careful social climber while
Smith remained indifferent.

“Our social differences, however
exasperating, were tinged with love
and humor,” she writes. “In the end
we were more alike than not, and
gravitated toward each other, how-
ever wide the breach. We weathered
all things, large and small, with the
same vigor. To me, Robert and I
were irrevocably intertwined.”

The text is illustrated with a score
of photos showing the couple –
posing in bed, on a fire escape, on
the Coney Island boardwalk – at
the height of their physical beauty.

The 20-page final section, “Hold-
ing Hands with God”, is devoted to
Mapplethorpe’s death and is, alas,
awash in bathos and sentimentality.
But it’s hard to begrudge her since
this is how Smith feels during her
former lover’s final days. She sums
up their legacy in a letter:

“You drew me from the darkest
period of my young life, sharing
with me the sacred mystery of what
it is to be an artist. I learned to see
through you and never compose a
line or draw a curve that does not
come from the knowledge I derived
in our precious time together.”

Tilda Swinton plays Eva in the film adaptation.
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The individuals profiled in “Expat Gallery” are chosen on the basis of
their contributions to Phuket, and for having made those contribu-
tions through successful partnerships with Thais. For many, the
contributions have entailed significant investment, often in the mid-
80s and 90s when the rules of business were, ahh, not always
clear. Some are not in business at all, but they all have one thing in
common: if there were a Who’s Who in Phuket, they’d be in it.

About Expat Gallery

JOSEF Raess is Managing Director
and a shareholder of Paradise Koh
Yao, a romantic retreat on Koh Yao
Noi Island. He has been working in
Thailand’s hospitality industry since
1980 when he joined the Amari
chain’s Nipa Lodge in Pattaya.

He was born in Appenzell, Swit-
zerland to a family who still runs the
Hotel Taube. Josef  learned three lan-
guages before finishing school. He
took a course in business and enrolled
in a three-year apprenticeship in cook-
ing school. He went to England in 1976
to study English at Cambridge.

In his spare time, he hiked some
of Switzerland’s most famous moun-
tains, cycled and sailed. His love of
exercise and outdoor adventure con-
tinues to the present. He competed
in five Laguna Phuket Triathlons.

After finishing his cooking ap-
prenticeship Josef enrolled in a
two-year diploma course at the Ho-
tel School Luzern, learning all aspects
of hotel management. He graduated
in 1980 and traveled around America
and Mexico. He was determined to
begin his career in hospitality as far
away from Switzerland as possible.
After sending out his resume to ho-
tels around the world, he was offered
the job with Amari in Pattaya.

“Pattaya was a fabulous desti-
nation for someone starting in the
resort business. I started as a man-
agement assistant and within two
years was General Manager of

both Nipa Lodge and the Orchid
Lodge, with a team of 500 staff.”

In 1985, Josef was contacted by
Club Corporation of America and
offered the opportunity to work as
project manager for the opening of
the Pinehurst Golf and Country Club
in Bangkok. He was also involved
in the management of business
clubs, including the prestigious Heri-
tage Club at Amarin Tower.

“I was fortunate to work under
such impressive Thai leaders as
Anand Panyarachun, the Honorary
Chairman of the club, who later be-
came Prime Minister.”

In 1988, Josef joined Diethelm
Travel to pioneer a new division im-
porting wine, spirits and fine foods.

“The offer from Diethelm gave me
the chance to open new markets at a
time when international tourism was
gaining momentum and there was
increased demand for a broader range
of food and beverage products.”

 He worked with Diethelm for five
years and developed his enduring love
of wine from all parts of the world.

“Wines today are far more re-
fined due to advanced production

techniques. I’m very much inter-
ested in New World wines as they
have a fantastic taste and offer
very good value for money.”

In 1993, he established JHR As-
sociates, a consulting company
which has allowed him to work on
various country club projects, the
opening of the Pacific City Club in
Bangkok, and a Phuket-based de-
velopment which has evolved into
the Yacht Haven.

“The 1997 Asian financial cri-
sis meant many projects were
suspended in Thailand, so I went
to Singapore and opened the Re-
public of Singapore Yacht Club
and served as General Manager.”

Josef then accepted an offer as
General Manager for the Sabah
Group’s Sutera Harbour Resort at
Kota Kinabaru, Malaysia, an 800-
rai development offering five-star
hotels, golf and marina facilities,
and employing 1,200 staff.

“In 2002, I decided to leave cor-
porate life and work on my own
projects. I had some very good
friends in the hospitality business
and with these partners decided
to look for a beautiful piece of land
in Phang Nga Bay and build an is-
land hideaway, the Paradise Koh
Yao, a retreat that fits into the sur-
rounding environment.”

Josef is also busy building villas
near Layan Beach and managing his
Designandbuildphuket.Com.
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August 28. Sunday Night Sundowner
at Friendship Beach Resort

Come along to one of the finest locations on the island with its stunning views across
Chalong Bay and end the weekend with the upbeat rock, pop, country fusion of ‘Tropical
Rhythms’ whilst enjoying a drink from a selection at special promotional prices. There
will also be a free prize draw for all attendees so you may well leave with more than you
came with! From 6.30pm to 11pm at Friendship Beach Resort, Rawai. Contact Charlie
Maurer at T:089-7285304 E:chef@friendshipbeach.com or visit W:friendshipbeach.com.

August 1 to 31. Mothers’ month
Sunday Lunch
Enjoy a lavish seafood buffet includ-
ing sushi, live cooking stations, BBQ
fare, Western and Thai spicy dishes
and all you can eat homemade des-
serts. From noon until 3pm at Vijitt
Resort. Price: 590 baht nett per per-
son. Half price for children from four
to 12 years old, and free for chil-
dren under four years old. The V
Spa-Mother’s day package for Au-
gust features a 50 per cent discount.
Additionally, if you buy one Jasmine
Package you get one free. The spa
is open daily from 10am to 8pm.
The discount cannot be applied to
the Jasmine Package promotion.
Contact The Savoury Restaurant at
T:076-363600 E:info@vijittresort
.com or visit W:vijittresort.com.

August 22-28. Kajonkiet opens
its new international school
Kajonkietsuksa is opening the doors
of its new international school,
Kajonkiet International School
Phuket (KISP), on August 22 to 28.
KISP will be offering an education
following the British National Cur-
riculum from the Early Years Foun-
dation Stage (Pre-Nursery, Nursery
and Reception) through to Years One
to Five (Key Stages One and Two).
Come and visit personally to expe-
rience first-hand what sets KISP
apart. Contact Khun Vipaporn
Korjarunchit at T:082-4250104
E:ip@kajonkietsuksa.ac.th or visit
W:kajonkietsuksa.ac.th/kip.

August 27. Laguna Phuket
Summer Family Festival
Paint the town purple from 5pm
to 11pm at Canal Village, Laguna

Phuket. This year ’s Laguna
Phuket Summer Family Festival
ends with an Angsana “Purple
Party” in Canal Village. Purple is
the theme color of Angsana
Laguna Phuket and the party
celebrates the stylish new hotel’s
opening on December 1. There’s
an Angsana Laguna Phuket raffle
with prizes including a five-night
stay, dining and spa treatment.
The Purple Party will feature a fly-
ing trapeze show, clown perfor-
mance, fire show, quest adventure

fun and games, welcome drink
and canapés and happy hour at the
bar all night. Festival artist-in-resi-
dence Christopher Hogan will sell
paintings at bargain prices. Con-
tact Robin Wilson at T:076-
362300 E:robinw@lagunaphu
ket.com or visit W:laguna
phuket.com.

August 27. Castello de Banfi
Dinner
You are cordially invited to
Castello de Banfi Dinner on
August 27 from 7pm to 10pm,
at Mare restaurant, Centara Re-
sort. Here you can experience
the wines from the Montalcino
region of Italy, accompanied by
a sumptuous meal prepared by
Italian Chef, Fabrizio Crocetta.
Price: 1,990 baht nett per per-
son. Make reservations at T:076-
201234 ext 1276 E:fbscpbr@
chr.co.th or visit W: centara
hotelsresorts.com/cpbr.

August 29, September 5 and 19.
Cowboy Night at Two Chefs Kata
Every Monday night from 6pm to
2am, there’s a large buffet in-
spired by the Old West. Come on

down to Two Chefs in Kata and
enjoy it for only 495 baht. With
Francis & Ollie performing the live
music it can’t be anything other
than a success. Don’t miss it. Res-
ervations at T:076-284156 E:
info@twochefs-phuket.com or
visit W:twochefs.com.

September 2-4. Phuket Pet Fair
Come visit the pet fair and find all
you require for your pets from
12.30pm to 6pm in the Exhibition
Hall of Royal Phuket Marina. You
can also enjoy contests, music,
shows and many more activities.
Contact Murat Can at T:081-
7973364 E:muratc@royalphuket

marina.com or visit W:royal
phuketmarina.com.

September 2 and 16. Curry
Fridays
From 7pm to 11.30pm, Navrang
Mahal Indian Restaurant at Karon
Sea Sands Resort & Spa present
Curry Fridays twice per month. Here
is your chance to enjoy an authen-
tic and lavish Indian Curry Buffet.
Selections include all-time favorite
Chicken Tikka Masala, very hot
Mutton Vindaloo, juicy Kebabs,
Goan Fish Curry, Chickpea curry
and more served with Nan bread
and Basmati rice. All you can eat
for only 449 baht nett! Special
prices on beverages as well. Spe-
cial discount on beverages. Make
reservations at  T:076-286464 ext
4 E:sm@karonseasand.com or visit
W:karonseasand.com.

September 3 and 17.  Saturday
Brunch at Two Chefs Kata
Every Saturday Two Chefs are host-
ing their now famous Saturday
brunch from 12pm to 3pm at Two
Chefs Kata Center. It consists of
delicious food inspired by Scandi-
navian cooking. This large buffet is
only 395 baht and if you add an-
other 300 baht you can drink what
you want from the free flow op-
tions. The Filipino house band will
perform live, with MJ & Megan on
the microphone and Mr Ollie on the
drums. Only at Two Chefs Kata.
Reservations at T:076-330065
E:katacenter@twochefsphuket
.com or visit W:twochefs.com.

September 7 and 21. Tex-Mex
at Two Chefs Karon
Wednesday night means Tex-Mex
Evening from 6pm to 2am at Two
Chefs Karon Beach. Possibly the
best Tex-Mex Buffet in Phuket.
Price: only 495 baht. With great
prices on drinks and MJ & Megan
on the microphones, there will
doubtless be a good party too. Make
reservations at T:076-286479
E:karon @twochefs-phuket.com or
visit W:twochefs.com.

 August 28 – Chalong
September 4 – Patong

September 11 – Laguna
Starts at 10am

Is Windows driving you nuts? Want to know about the
best Internet connections in Phuket? Need help finding a
repair shop or a dealer that knows what they’re doing?
Join For Dummies… author and local Windows guru
Woody Leonhard in his free weekly seminars. Sponsored
by Woody’s Sandwich Shoppes and the Phuket Gazette.

For more info contact Woody at T:076-290468

Free Computer Clinics
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WAVE RIDERS: Jet-skis make a splashing entrance.

Relax: we’re breaking records

SUBLIME: Maria Bulatkina was one tourist participant.HARD LIFE: Irina Voloshihuk enjoys her massage.

RUBBING IT IN: Italians Luca Bolorini and Lucia Ceniurelli.

DOUBLE MASSAGE: Julian Huertgen and Antonia Patchett.

PRETTY IN PINK: Participants were greeted by a troupe of Thai dancers. Photos: Dean Noble

ON August 19, Kata Beach welcomed 584 masseuses and tourists,
ready to help win another world record for Thailand. The campaign,
entitled World Record For Thai Massage was initiated by the Public
Health Ministry, Department of Export Promotion and the Tourism
Authority of Thailand. Rangsiman Kingkaew, president of Phuket Spa
Business Association, said this will further strengthen Thailand’s
position as a medical and tourism hub in Asia.
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ACYC’s Sabang shindig

INDONESIAN WELCOME: Dancers from Aceh. RPM Manager Guillaume Chaillot with wife Abigail.

BOATING BANTER: ACYC Commodore Grenville Fordham (center, in green) with friends.

MODEL LINE-UP: Linda Overman, Joanne Grebert, Susan Usher and Janzi Mizner (left to right).

PHUKET’S hotels and resorts gather
for a fun competition and exhibition
of their talents each year to name
the island’s top bartender, napkin
design, floral arrangement, honey-
moon bed décor and many other
skills that have made Phuket a leader
in global tourism.

The 2011 Andaman Hotelier Ex-
hibition is a free event and is being
held at HomeWorks.

The professional bartenders com-
petition, on August 28, starts at 1pm.
This contest features fiery cocktails
thrown into the air to the rhythms
of party music and caught.

“It’s a great time for all participants
and the audience who can see beauti-
ful ice carving art, competing wedding
cakes, and original Thai and Western
cuisine menus,” said Surat Kanth-
anakit, Assistant Food and Beverage
Manager at Le Meridien Phuket Beach
Resort.

– Bruce Stanley

REST AND RECREATION: Volunteers from the USS Boxer took some time-off.

R&R stop in Phuket

Strutting their skills

The Indonesian Ministry of Tourism held a cocktail party at ACYC to promote the upcoming
Sabang International Regatta. See page 42 for race details.

TASTY: Enjoying local fruits. JUMBO WELCOME: One man gets a kiss.



24 P H U K E T  G A Z E T T E August 27 - September 2, 2011

 Puzzle solutions on page 39

Provided by BestCrosswords.com.
Used with permission.

Across
1. Inner surface of the hand
5. Big rigs
10. Large wading bird
14. Black-and-white treat
15. Commerce
16. Kiln for drying hops
17. Course list
18. Fish
19. Group of individual facts
20. Countryman
22. Fifth letter of the Greek alpha-

bet
24. Barrett of Pink Floyd
25. Japanese honorific
26. Detective Pinkerton
29. Commercials
32. Outer coat of a seed
36. Go after
37. Place for beehives
39. Convert into leather
40. Direct
43. Author Umberto
44. Having a specified way of

walking
45. It’s blown among the reeds
46. The Hindu Destroyer
48. Golden, in France
49. Prices paid
50. “___ had it!”
52. Coal scuttle
53. Deceive
57. Frog baby
61. Yours, in Tours
62. Drive away
64. Wall Street debuts
65. It’s got you covered
66. Israeli desert
67. Endure
68. Swank
69. Club alternative
70. Designer Schiaparelli

Down
1. Splendor
2. Calculus calculation
3. Filmmaker Riefenstahl
4. Greek dish
5. Rise to one’s feet
6. Cube creator Rubik
7. Periodical, briefly

VIRGO (August 23-September
23): A ball comes con-
veniently into your
court this week. Those

Virgoans who have set their sights
higher than usual will be poised to
make the perfect return. The stars
indicate that you should work
closely with other earth signs and
some water signs for the best col-
laboration. If your birthday falls
during the week ahead, expect your
hard work to bring worthwhile re-
sults in the coming year. The num-
ber eight is lucky this weekend.

LIBRA (September 24-October
23): The stars suggest
that your faith in a wa-
ter sign will be put to the

test at work; those Librans who are
disappointed are advised to turn
their attention to an earth sign who
has a reputation for being reliable.
In the realm of romance, those
with a steady partner find it hard
to come to terms with changing
priorities in the relationship.

SCORPIO (October 24-Novem-
ber 22): Scorpios are
advised to be more self-
disciplined where per-

sonal finances are concerned.
There are signs that you have been
blaming other people for your in-
ability to make ends meet. During
September, there should be oppor-

General Knowledge

1. What does hypodermic mean literally?

2. In which 1960 film did Elvis Presley play a mixed
race character?

3. If you have polythelia, what have you got?

4. Who was the father of Icarus?

5. What is the correct term for a castrated pig?

6. What does a sacerdotal person study for?

7. Which mythical beast is a cross between a lion
and an eagle?

8. What US State flag has a UK Union Flag on it?

9. What does an anthropophagite practice?

10. Which country was founded in 1948?

11. Where, apart from the wild, would you find bulls,
bears, and stags?

12. Belle Vue, built in Manchester in 1928, was
Britain's first what?

13. What did Thomas Sullivan introduce to New York
in 1908?

14. What did the Russians use to cure piles?

15. Oil is the most traded product in the world. What
is the second?

16. What is the active ingredient in Chinese bird’s
nest soup?

Quiz answers on page 39

8. Doing nothing
9. Oozes
10. Halogen element
11. Ancient Semitic god
12. Analogy words
13. Ollie’s partner
21. Author Rand
23. Lustful deity
26. Donkeys
27. Lewd one
28. Vive ___!
29. Garden pest
30. As before
31. More secure
33. Attempts

34. Fortune-telling cards
35. Cordillera of South America
37. Turkish title
38. Slender bar
41. ___ at the office
42. Stack of firewood
47. Slander
49. Atlantic food fish
51. Merits
52. Cleave in two
53. Trading center
54. Langston Hughes poem
55. Before long
56. Abstruse
57. Ticked (off)
58. Fall birthstone
59. A pitcher may take one
60. This, in Tijuana
63. Links organization

tunities to make some extra money
and one of these is forecast to ap-
pear late next week. Your roman-
tic outlook improves – a relation-
ship with an air sign is particularly
well starred. The number seven
brings good fortune this weekend.

SAGITTARIUS (November 23-
December 21): Actions
will speak much more
loudly than words for

Sagittarians this week. The stars
suggest that those who are pre-
pared to be busy are forecast to
start September on a positive note.
There are signs that a surprise in-
vitation could cause you to return
to your roots sooner than you had
planned. Wear the color bright or-
ange to encourage more energy.

CAPRICORN (December 22-
January 20): The stars
indicate that limited op-
tions are on offer this

week for those born under the sign
of Capricorn. This should be
viewed as a positive chance to
streamline your thoughts and ac-
tivities. Your social life is relaxing,
with the spotlight shining on a ro-
mantic introduction to an air sign
this weekend. Those already com-
mitted are forecast to learn that their
partner has benefited financially.
The number three brings good luck
early next week.

AQUARIUS (January 21-Feb-
ruary 19): Aquarians’
happy-go-lucky mood
attracts new friends

this week. As September com-
mences, there are signs that things
will continue to go your way.
Where cash is concerned, expect
an overdue debt to be repaid this
week and a promising investment
scheme to be revealed by the
middle of September. Those who
have had an unsettled time roman-
tically in August can put those
troubles behind them.

PISCES (February 20-March
20): Pisceans who have
been able to create a fi-
nancial safety net this

year will be glad of this during Sep-
tember. Unexpected bills are fore-
cast to drain your resources. How-
ever, the stars suggest that your
chances of making a profit drasti-
cally increase during the remain-
ing three months of the year. Within
the realm of romance, a chance
meeting this weekend puts a smile
on single Pisceans’ faces. Your

lucky number this week is eight.

ARIES (March 21-April 20):
Distant friends are fore-
cast to make contact
this week and Septem-

ber could bring visits from some
who you haven’t seen for a long
time. Where work is concerned, re-
alization dawns on those who have
been wondering about a water sign
colleague’s behavior. There are
signs that this person could be clear-
ing their desk very soon. Sparkling
days for romance are Tuesday and
Wednesday. The number nine brings
good luck this weekend.

TAURUS (April 21-May 21):
September is a month
when Taureans will be
inspired to spread their

wings. The stars suggest that this
could involve learning more about
other cultures and travel is high-
lighted to widen your horizons.
Closer to home, your outlook in-
cludes finding a solution to a per-
sonal problem. Those who are
single could see a fire sign becom-
ing the light of their life.

GEMINI (May 22-June 21):
Home is where the
heart is for those born
under the sign of

Gemini this week. The stars indi-
cate that your summer holiday

period has been busier than ex-
pected and being back in familiar
territory should come as welcome
relief. As September progresses
you are likely to consider im-
provements in your domestic situ-
ation – another air sign can help
you do this economically. Your
lucky number this week is six.

CANCER (June 22-July 23):
Cancerians will con-
tinue to be emotionally
vulnerable as Septem-

ber begins. The stars suggest that
you can avoid becoming unnec-
essarily upset by staying away
from friends’ personal dramas. On
a positive note, your bright ideas
will be well received in the world
of work. There are signs that pro-
motion or a tempting job offer
could be just around the corner.

LEO (July 24-August 22):
Leos who are tempted
to take good friends’
advice with a pinch of

salt this week are advised to think
twice. The astral atmosphere
could cause you to be mislead, par-
ticularly where money is involved.
Days to avoid spending are Mon-
day and Tuesday, but major pur-
chases should be delayed until the
second half of September. Hot
days for romance are Sunday and
Monday.
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By Steven Layne and
Samaporn Janyanon

CONSTRUCTION is nearing
completion for the 472-unit sec-
ond phase of the Chao Fah Gar-
den Home 3 housing estate in Koh
Kaew, located near the Bang Khu
intersection north of Phuket
town.

The project is expected to be
complete within the next few
months, which will bring the
development’s total unit-count to
more than 1,000 homes.

According to a website oper-
ated by the project developer
Winpro Engineering Co Ltd, the
total investment for Garden

Homes 3 is about 2.2 billion baht,
making it the developer’s largest
property investment by far.

The project’s initial construction
phase of 562 single-story struc-
tures was completed earlier this
year. They ranged from duplexes
starting at 2.3 million baht, to de-
tached single homes costing
between 2.9mn and 3.9mn baht.

The single most expensive house
in the development had a price tag
exceeding 10mn baht. Total invest-
ment for the first phase was about
1.4bn baht, leaving 800mn baht for
phase two.

All the units being built in the
second phase are two-story homes
in four different styles. These in-

clude a 90 square meter townhouse
design with three bedrooms and
two bathrooms as well as detached
123sqm houses with three bed-
rooms and three bathrooms.

Compared to the first-phase
units, these units are built on smaller
lots. A source at Winpro said their
target market is mostly home buy-
ers who are single and couples
without children.

According to the source, 90
per cent of the units have already
been sold off plan and Winpro ex-
pects to have transferred 80 per
cent of the titles over to buyers
within the month.

Most of the second phase units
will be completed and ready to

move in to by next month, the
source confirmed.

While the project’s promotional
material listed an additional style
– a 153sqm detached house with
four bedrooms and three bath-
rooms at 4.3mn baht – the source
could not confirm whether this
style of house would be con-
structed any time soon.

A clubhouse is also being de-
veloped for the estate as part of
the second phase. This will in-
clude a swimming pool, fitness
room as well as a public park.
For more information, see win
pro.co.th

Winpro’s portfolio includes: the
Phumundra Condo in Koh Kaew

Homes for
young pros

PICKING AND CHOOSING: At Chao Fah Garden Home 3, buyers can choose
from four townhouse designs or a detached house.

Kasam Sriratt, Winpro President

New neighborhood targets the childless

(434mn baht), Chao Fah Garden
Homes 5 housing estate in Thalang
(919mn baht) and the Mark Condo
in Bangkok (1.1bn baht).

Price: 1.8 to 4.3mn baht

Total Area: 90 to 153sqm

Location: Near Bang Khu
intersection, north
of Phuket town

Type: Townhouse
Detached house

Amenities: Clubhouse
Swimming pool
Fitness room
Public park

Units: 472

Units sold: 90 per cent

Developer: Winpro Engineering
Co Ltd

CHAO FAH GARDEN HOME 3
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THE old saying, “a man’s home
is his castle” may have to be up-
dated. The word “man” should
probably be updated to “person”,
just so we are politically correct.
And best not to forget our four-
legged friends as well.

Everything from castles to cre-
ative coziness is popping up on
the Island of the Gods – Bali. The
streets are teeming with holiday-
makers from every corner of the
universe.

Their impact is profound. At-
tempting the simple act of going
out for dinner in a popular res-
taurant without a reservation
could leave you going to bed with-
out supper.

Down in Seminyak is Luna2,
which has positioned itself as a
“Private Hotel”. Directly on the
beach near the trendy Ku De Ta
and Potato Head restaurants. The
location remains one to die for.

Entering the five-room hotel, it
is immediately clear why owner
and designer Melanie Hall de-
scribes the décor as “funked up
modernism”. It’s like peering into
Alice’s looking glass.

At US$4,000 a night, the expe-
rience is complete with 26 staff at
your beck and call 24 hours a day.

Hall, who has a background in
visual merchandising in fashion
brands including Calvin Klein and
Polo Ralph Lauren, has an acute
eye for the stunning, subdued and
ironic.

Walking over a fish pond on the
veranda, you can see that even the
fish – which come in two distinct
colors – have been thoughtfully in-
stalled to add to the ambiance.

Manager and Executive Chef,
Danny Drinkwater is on hand to
say hello. Danny worked with the
global chain Hyatt for a number
of years, with his last posting be-
ing at the Park Hyatt in Sydney.
There he headed up the wildly
successful Harbour Kitchen &
Bar, which was created by iconic
creative talent,
Tony Chi.

In the Private
Hotel are two
full-time chefs to
arrange break-
fast, lunch and
dinner.

Guests are
encouraged to throw functions
and parties, and the chilled atmo-
sphere has been the scene of some
very high-profile gatherings.

One thing Danny clearly points
out is that this is not just a villa,
but a hotel where you, and who-
ever is lucky enough to be in tow,
are the only guests. He shows
me the well-stocked wine cellar
and large walk-in refrigerator,
and I am comforted to know that
everything under the sun is avail-
able here.

Rooms have been themed with

specially designed carpets by
Melanie. Philippe Starck Cube toi-
lets and Ghost chairs add to the
flair for the unusual.

Features include an in-house
theater and a special kids enter-
tainment room with all the mod
cons and an inlay of Marilyn
Monroe on the bottom of the

swimming pool.
But be warned:
it’s not garish.
Instead, it’s
thoughtfully in-
spiring and quite
cool.

A new expan-
sion nearby will

house 14 Luna2 studios, or what
they are calling  studiotels. Set to
open by mid next year, the vision
will be extended to smaller spaces
but will have an intimate 30-seat
restaurant and underground
member’s only private club. Now
that sounds interesting.

There are plans for the group
to move overseas and expand the
Luna2 brand and Private Hotel
concept. The unique selling
propositions of this property are
too many to list.

Outside is a small fleet of
Lunamobiles and a Smart Car.

Bali continues to have an inspi-
rational effect on the region’s
resorts. Two other properties here
– Istana and The Edge – have
moved into similar territory by
creating a niche in providing small,
private and priced-up experiences.

Stepping into the waiting
Lunamobile, I’m off into the blaz-
ing tropical afternoon, and can’t
help but wish I was sleeping at
Luna2 tonight.

Bill Barnett is Managing Director of
C9 Hotelworks and can be contacted
through www.c9hotelworks.com.

FUNKED UP MODERNISM: The cool décor is only part of the attraction.

At US$4,000 a
night, the experience
is complete with 26

staff at your beck and
call 24 hours a day.

PRIVATE HOTEL: The Luna2 is a stylish five-room, five-star hotel for rent in Seminyak which includes a theater and 24-hour-a-day staff.

Bangkok seminar
on buying, selling
hotels in Thailand
LEADING industry experts from
Jones Lang LaSalle Hotels, Baker
& McKenzie and C9 Hotelworks
will talk about emerging opportu-
nities in the Thailand hospitality
industry on September 6.

The session will include an up-
to-date review of market trans-
actions in both Bangkok and re-
sort markets, and will cover who
is doing the deals and where.
Practical advice will be given on
hotel valuation, due diligence and
the transaction process for both
buyers and sellers.

An open question and answer
forum will follow. The venue is
the Grand Hyatt Erawan Hotel in
Bangkok.

The seminar is open to the pub-
lic. Registration is at 5pm. Event
time is 5.30pm to 6.30pm.

This will be followed by com-
plimentary networking drinks
from 7pm, sponsored by Jones
Lang LaSalle Hotels.

For more info, or to sign up, E:
sheree@amchamthailand.com

West Sands Hotel,
Centara agree to
run Mai Khao

THAILAND’s Centara Hotels and
Resorts have confirmed that they
have entered into a management
agreement for the West Sands
Phuket project in Mai Khao.

Plans call for the property to
expand over the next two years
from the current 316 units up to
784, and it will be rebranded as a
Centara Grand.

This marks Centara’s 62nd hotel,
and brings their total room tally to
11,000 under their various brands.

Centara operate a branded prop-
erty in Pattaya with a large
waterpark, which the Mai Khao
hotel is set to compliment given
its proximity to Splash Jungle.

Economy Hotels
Conference to be
held in Singapore
THIS year’s Economy Hotels
World Asia 2011 conference will
be held from September 13 to 16
at the Novotel Clarke Quay Hotel
in Singapore.

Key executives from major
brands InterContinental’s Holiday
Inn Express, ACCOR’s ibis,
Radisson and AirAsia will be fea-
tured speakers.

The event will be held in tan-
dem with two other conferences:
Resort Development World and
Serviced Apartments World.

Bill Barnett, MD of Phuket-
based expert property consultancy
C9hotelworks, will be moderating
the two conference sessions.

– Bill Barnett

A new type of accommodation is
cropping up in Bali – guests rent an entire
five-star hotel and have it all to themselves.

Rent it allRent it all
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Avoid worry, be well-advised

RELAX: A lawyer can help you to avoid unnecessary wrinkles.

WHEN buying or selling a prop-
erty, both buyer and seller usually
appoint independent legal counsel
to guide them through the sale and
purchase process.

However, a successful and
swift property
transaction re-
quires not only
the appointment
of, but also the
right use of legal
counsel.

Typically, the
first question
that arises when
considering ap-
pointing legal
counsel is: At
what stage of a
transaction should a seller or buyer
appoint a lawyer to discuss their
specific needs?

The answer to this is simple.
Both the seller and buyer should
hire and consult with their indepen-
dent legal counsel at the very
beginning of a potential transaction.

Ideally, a seller should consult
with their legal advisor before
they put their property on the
market.

 Legal counsel can advise you
what documentation needs to be

A buyer’s legal counsel may
also be able to refer you to other
professionals such as tax advisors,
construction specialists or sur-
veyors whose expertise is
necessary or desirable.

When choosing legal counsel,
you need to consider their knowl-
edge, experience and expertise.

Referrals can be obtained
through various sources. At the
same time, however, you must
make sure your legal advisor is
fully independent and has no
conflicts of interest.

If possible, you should meet
with your advisors and discuss all
relevant details and get a general
picture of whom you are going to
appoint.

Communication is important
when it comes to purchasing or
selling property. You should pro-
vide your lawyer with all the
necessary documentation they
request. A lawyer can only advise
you properly if you have provided
all the relevant details.

Once a transaction has started,
ask your lawyer to keep you up-
dated on the current status of the
pending deal and provide assis-
tance where required.

Fees payable for professional

advice may vary depending on
the complexity of a transaction,
estimated expenditure of time
and experience of the hired
advisors. The fees should be
transparent and agreed upon at
the time of appointment.

It may be possible to negotiate
an hourly or a flat rate.

However, in case some un-
foreseen or extraordinary issues

provided to a prospective buyer
and his lawyer.

If you are unsure what docu-
ments a buyer may request, then try
to put yourself in the position of a
reasonable buyer and prepare a com-

prehensive set of
self-explanatory
documents, the
same as you
would expect if
you were the
buyer.

This will facili-
tate a timely
completion of the
transaction.

As a buyer
you may wish to
seek legal con-

sultation well before you start
looking for real estate in Thailand.

This will provide you with a
clear understanding of the rel-
evant laws and, in particular,
existing restrictions applying to
property purchase by a foreign
national.

All too often a buyer falls in
love with a property not know-
ing that the underlying legal
structure does not fulfil his re-
quirements or that the property
is unavailable to a foreign buyer.

All too often a
buyer falls in love

with a property not
knowing that the
underlying legal
structure does
not fulfil his

requirements.

Why it’s important to get legal counsel
before venturing into the property market

arise, changes of the fee struc-
ture may be required. You should
discuss this, in advance, with
your lawyer.

This article has been written by
International Law Office Patong
Beach Co Ltd Contact Michael
Greth,Consultant E:michael@ilo-
phuket.com or T:076-2221915 for
more information.

Photo: Lazurite

Looking for a place to stay?
See more classified ads at www.phuketgazette.net
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PALM Tree Primary School in Soi
Salika, Rawai, has a bare north-fac-
ing wall next to a playground that
needs, in the words of head teacher
Nick Parker-Smith, “softening”, and
would benefit from a border of col-
orful plants. In Thailand we are
spoiled for choice in this category,
as the range is vast.

First things first, soil. As with
almost all new buildings, the area
immediately next to the wall con-
sists of sandy subsoil at best, and
of lime-laced builders’ spoil at
worst. Two solutions are presented.

The easiest solution is to put con-
tainer plants along the base of the
wall. The benefits of this is that it
provides an immediate and portable
verdant screen. However, this
comes at a cost: lots of large pots
are required, and they will want
watering daily, especially during the
dry season. Moreover, most con-
tainer plants are constrained by their
restricted environment, and will not
grow above five or six feet tall.

If you favor this solution, go
native. Many Thai gardeners
would go for Wrightia religiosa
or as they would say, mook baan,

which has small, white, pendulous
flowers and a sweet scent. It
grows tall rather than wide, and
has horizontal, layered branches.

A better choice for flora might
be Murraya paniculata (orange jas-
mine or dok khao) with its shiny
leaves, white scented flowers and
bright red berries. Euphorbia,
another Thai favorite, would have
to be discounted on account of
their ferocious thorns and slow
growth. You could consider gar-
denias, but they prefer fertile soil.

This brings us to the second
solution which is to replace the
existing sandy stuff with decent
topsoil, mixed with bags of com-
post. Compost alone will suffice,
provided you are prepared to add
some granular fertilizer.

Once the soil is improved, there
are many options for plants. You
could try climbers, but remember
that most of them will need sup-
port of some kind. Only Ficus
pumila (creeping fig), which likes
a north facing position, actually
clings to walls by its rootlets and,
in time, it will cover the whole area.
On the other hand, conventional

climbers will grow rapidly and will
soon reach high up the wall.

Other choices might include
Allamanda cathartica (golden trum-
pet or ban buri) with its huge yellow
flowers and glossy foliage, Solandra
grandiflora (cup of gold) which has
spectacular flowers, or Quisqualis
indica (the Rangoon creeper or lep
mue nang) which grows very
quickly and produces clusters of
fragrant blooms that start white and
turn pinkish red. Mansoa alliacea
(garlic vine or kratiem thao), which
sports mauve flowers in profusion,
is another possibility.

Another option is to choose
shrubs which grow vigorously and
are self-supporting, and can, in
time, be trimmed to form a bushy
hedge. Bougainvillea, perhaps the
most vigorous of all tropical
shrubs, immediately come to mind
– although they are thorny. Once
established, hard pruning will help
promote bushy growth.

Duranta repens (golden dew-
drop or thian yod) is also a fast
grower and has pleasant yellow
leaves which turn a bright green
as they mature. One variety has
masses of lavender blue flowers.
Hamelia patens (fire bush or
pratat lek) is another shrub with
orange flowers that can be clipped,
and is often used to make a dense,
medium-sized hedge.

You could also consider a row
of small trees. They will need to be

Making old gardens new
MOST of us are busy creating
new gardens, but imagine how
wonderful it would be to inherit
a mature and well-established
garden in Phuket.

Before you start bulldozing
your newly-acquired garden,
take a look at what it has to
offer. A recent visit to a two-rai
estate in Rawai, formerly owned
by the local headman, revealed
how utilitarian and beautiful
these old gardens can be.

It was utilitarian because the
whole grassy area was dotted
with mature trees, every one of

which bore edible goodies. And
each tree is different.

 There was a gorgeous jack-
fruit tree complete with glossy
foliage and enormous fruit, a star
fruit tree with its characteristic
offerings, a shaddock already
shedding its globular fruit, a
champak and one tree with long,
green, ovoid and apparently very
sour-tasting fruit growing di-
rectly from its trunk. There were
also guavas, mangos, langsarts
and much more, all growing hap-
pily and in full leaf, within meters
of the seashore.

planted at intervals at least 45 centi-
meters from the wall, but they can
be gently clipped to keep their shape
and they will not outgrow their sur-
roundings. Go for the dwarf
poinciana (peacock flower), the
geiger tree, or Tecoma stans (yel-
low begonia or thawng urai). They
all bloom for most of the year.

If you have a question, or a garden
that you would like featured contact
pcampbell45@gmail.com

Decorate a
wall floral

CONSIDER A TREE: Tecoma stans is a great choice for a tree that will ‘soften’ a dreary wall. Photo:  Forest & Kim Starr

YEAR-ROUND FLOWERS: Yellow Begonia (Tecoma stans) Photo: Miwasatoshi

Tip of the week
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Properties
For Sale

HOUSE IN KHAO LAK

Bang Lud, 2 beautiful 3-
bedroom villas and 3-bay
carport and storage. Set
on 5 rai including 1 rai la-
goon. Lovely view. Lo-
cated in quiet Western-
style village with restau-
rants and shops. Beach
only 10 mins' walk. Invest-
ment opportunity and/or
development. Price: 8.7
million baht. Owner re-
turning to UK. Contact
Andy for more info. Tel:
001-44-7715394550.
Email: as.ac@hotmail.
co.uk

LOVELY POOLVILLA,
3 BEDROOMS

and Jacuzzi, 7.5 million
baht. Fully furnished,
aircons, CCTV, electric
gate, land 404sqm. Near
Chalong Circle, Homepro
Villa Market. Tel: 081-968
8468 (English & Thai), 085-
478 6204 (French). Email:
paweekarn@fiducia-
thailand.com, moreels
willy@yahoo.fr

TWIN VILLA
IN KAMALA

For sale with rental income,
very good money. 10 mins'
walk to beach, fully fur-
nished, 6 bedrooms, on
500sqm land with Chanote
title. Freehold or leasehold.
Price: 14.5 million baht. Call
owner. Tel: 080-698 3028.
Email: suchada_villas@
hotmail.com

100,000 BAHT
(US$3,350)

Per year. Rawai Beach stu-
dio, furnished, WiFi, cable
TV. 200 meters from beach.
30-year lease. Selling for 1
million baht. Paid over 10
years. Monthly rent 5,000
baht (US$170) per month.
Tel: 080-328 9986. Email:
phuket7@yahoo.com

TWO SEAVIEW PLOTS

Reduced to 4.95 million baht
each or 8.5 million baht for
both. Near Surin and Bang
Tao beaches. Fantastic 180
degree views. Exclusive. Hill-
side development with quality
homes, already built. All utili-
ties available. Land area:
540sqm and 545sqm (ad-
joining). Chanote titles, lease-
hold or freehold. Tel: 084-744
2240. Email: ross.t@welcorp
.com

NICE AND
SPACIOUS HOUSE

In Heritage project, Kathu.
2 floors, fully furnished, 3
bedrooms, 4 bathrooms, 1
maid room. 234sq wah. 18
million baht. Tel: 081-892
0190 (Warit), 089-646
4823 (Rattana). Email:
prayoon_jp@hotmail.com

THE BEST PROJECT

Close to nature. Prices
range from 5.4 million to
7.4 million baht. “The
Grove” by Khirithara Vil-
lage Co.,Ltd. Tapsakea,
Prachup Khiri khan. In-
cludes clubhouse and
24-hour security.
- One-storey house with 2
bedrooms and two-storey
house with 4 bedrooms.
- Built-up area: 148sqm.
Land size: from 560sqm.
Tel: 081-018 3311. Fax:
032-815151. Email: keree_
thara_kae@hotmail.com
See our website at www.kt-
village.com

NICE PLOT

Urgent sale. Behind Layan
Hill Estate (Manik-Bangjo
Area). 1,364sqm. Original
price: 7.2 million baht. Now:
6.9 million baht. Tel: 080-
520 2989.

PA KHLOK HOUSE
FOR SALE

59sq wah, 3 bedrooms, 1
bathroom, European kit-
chen. Fully furnished, with
common pool. Price: 2.9
million baht. Tel: 081-719
1041. Email: teddykong
0222@hotmail.com

THAI-STYLE VILLA
IN CHALONG

Luxurious, lakeside, Thai
-style villa in Chalong. Has
8 rooms and a swimming
pool. Price: 38 million baht.
Tel: 081-892 8740.

LAND NEAR
MISSION HILLS

Pa Khlok. 1 rai 13.6sq wah
with Chanote. Located on
Tha Ruea-Pa Khlok-Muang
Mai Rd. 11 km from Hero-
ines' Monument. Price: 3.8
million baht. Tel: 089-472
9118.

LAND, 2 POOL VILLAS
Rawai, 3 bedrooms, private
pool. 5.7 million baht, 60% fi-
nance. No bank requirements.
Best deal on the land. Tel: 087-
893 8747.

4-BEDROOM FAMILY
POOL HOME

For sale or rent. 5 mins from
Laguna Phuket, 1,000sqm land,
330sqm built-up area. Contact
for details. Agents welcome. Tel:
087-418 5924 (Thai), 089-875
9609. Email: claudebaltes@
gmail.com

PHUKET TOWN CONDO
FOR SALE

Cheap Phuket Town condo-
minium for sale with 2-year pay-
ment plan. Monthly payment just
5,900 baht. Fully furnished. Price:
2.5 million baht. Tel: 089-873 7768
(English & Thai). Email: p_sura
siang@hotmail.com

URGENT SALE
House in Bang Tao, 2 bedrooms,
parking, fully furnished, 100sqm,
land 350sqm, Chanote title. Price:
3 million baht. Tel: 084-851 6121.

LAND FOR SALE
At Pasak Soi 8,Cherng Talay.
135 sq wah plot, Chanote title.
Plot is in front of villa project and
hotel. Price: 3.5 million baht.
Call owner. Tel: 080-698 3028. LAND IN PATONG

1 rai of hillside land located on
the north end of Patong Beach
with road access, own water
supply and utilities. Very natural
and quiet setting, with many
mature trees. Elevation of 56
meters. Open to offers of around
15 million baht. Tel: 081-891
3466 (English). Fax: 076-296
160. Email: antc@phuket. ksc.
co.th

THAI MUEANG LAND
Approx 3 rai, 2km from town
center. Good road access and
electricity. Very quiet, green
area. Urgent sale for just 5 mil-
lion baht total. Non-negotiable.
No agents please. Tel: 089-652
1951 (English & Thai). Email:
phuket.pn@gmail.com

80SQM FREEHOLD
CONDO

In Patong for sale at the Haven
Lagoon. Fully furnished. Price: 5.6
million baht. Offering 10% rental
guarantee for 2 years. Tel: 087-895
0555, 087-895 0999. Website:
www.thehavenlagoon.com

KATA SEAVIEW CONDO
Modern, fully furnished, 72sqm,
2-bedroom condo. Good rental
income. Contact Peter for more
info. Tel: 089-652 1951 (English
& Thai). Email: phuket.pn@
gmail.com

PATONG CONDO
56sqm,1 bedroom, furnished,
400 meters from beach. Urgent
sale. 1.8 million baht o.n.o. Tel:
084-058 2410 (English). Email:
jaques.carl@yahoo.com

LAND AT LAGUNA
PHUKET

Plot 44,262.6sq wah overlook-
ing Banyan Tree Golf Course.
Price: 12 million baht. Contact
Khun Supaporn. Tel: 02-655
0092 (during office hours).

CHEAP LAND FOR SALE
Close to Phuket International
Airport. 4 rai, Chanote title. 3.8
million baht per rai. Tel: 081-868
7676. Email: phuketann@
gmail.com.

SEAVIEW CONDO
IN KATA

New seaview/ Big Buddha view
condos for sale directly from
owner. Price: 3.9 to 12.9 million
baht. With or without furniture.
Pool, balcony, parking. Quiet
Soi on Kata Hill. No traffic. Call
Philippe for more information.
Tel: 087-393 5462. Email:
4taken@gmail.com

JINDARIN BEACH CLUB
Eco Resort on Coconut Island
has a private pier, spa, grass-
roofed village and lap pool. Resort
lots start at 1 million baht. Cot-
tage and lot starting price is 2.5
million baht. Tel: 081-396 6060
(English), 083-520 0020 (En-
glish & Thai). Email: eam1008@
mac.com For further details,
please see our website at
www.jindarin.com

4 RAI LAYAN/
4MB PER RAI

By owner, Nor Sor 3 Gor, con-
crete road, house 2 minutes from
beach. Tel: 084-714 8391. Email:
andreapaoletti1@hotmail.it

3-BEDROOM HOUSE
62sq wah, 2 bathrooms, Villa
Dowroong. 4.5 million baht. Con-
tact Khun Tar. Tel: 076-377052,
089-971 1268.

CHALONG LAND
14 rai of land with Chanote title
near Wat Chalong. Road ac-
cess and electricity. Gently
sloping. Sea views from top.
Perfect for development. Price:
5 million baht per rai. Tel: 089-
6521 951 (English & Thai).
Email: phuket.pn@gmail.com

BANG TAO / SURIN
SEAVIEW LAND

700-1400sqm for residential.
Utilities, road. Build yourself or
with our expertise. Tel: 086-267
0157. Fax: 076-325294. Email:
bannuaton@yahoo.com For
further details, please see our
website at http://villabeyond
bangtao.com

SURIN BEACH
Land on Soi Haad Surin 2
for sale. 2.2 rai, 5 mins walk
to Surin Beach. Email:
costello@hot.net.au

NEW VILLA
AT CHERNG TALAY

Near Laguna, fully furnished,
3 bedrooms, on 500sqm
land. Chanote title, freehold
or leasehold. Sale price: 12.9
million baht. Call owner. Tel:
080-698 3028. Email: sucha
da_villas@hotmail.com
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RAWAI BAR POOL
HOTEL 9 ROOM

648sqm plot with building
for sale. 18 million baht.
Reduced from 12 million
baht with 6 years financing.
Optional long lease avail-
able, 3 to 30 years. 60m
from the sea. Close to
Nikita's restaurant. Tel:
084-242 8914. Email:
phuket7@yahoo.com

FULLY FURNISHED
HOUSE SALE

Chao Fah Garden Home 3
in Koh Kaew near BIS, 10
mins to Lotus. 2 beds, 2
baths, 2 aircons. Nice living
& kitchen room, car park,
fully furnished. Ready to
move in. 2.85 million baht
near Boat Lagoon. Tel: 081-
541 2025. Email: c.junlarat
@gmail.com

BAAN SAIYUAN
VILLA

Detached house in Rawai
98sqm, 3 bedrooms.
Price: 9.5 million baht. Tel:
087-270 9093. Email:
a.pueng@gmail.com

SINGLE HOUSE
FOR SALE

In Thanapa Park View vil-
lage in Koh Keaw. 57sq
wah, with 2 bedrooms, 2
bathrooms, a kitchen, a
carpark and a garden.
Price: 2.4 million baht. Con-
tact owner. Tel: 083-180
2143. Email: nana1225@
gmail.com

NICE HOUSE
88SQ WAH

4 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms,
3 aircons, sofa, cable TV.
Near Jomthong Village on
Khwang Rd. 6.5 million baht.
Tel: 086-774 2034. Email:
hataimata@hotmail.com

3-BEDROOM
HOUSE

3-bedroom house (53sq
wah) near the Heroines’
Monument. 2 bathrooms, 3
aircons, telephone &
internet, curtains, kitchen
and full landscaping. Price:
2.95 million baht (nego-
tiable). Contact owner. Tel:
080-520 2989. Email:
pakaporns@yahoo.com

2-STOREY HOUSE
IN PATONG

Sea view. 50 Pi Road, 49sq
wah. 4 bedrooms with bal-
conies, 2 bathroom, aircon,
fully furnished. Chanote.
Price: 17 million baht ono.
Tel: 087-270 9093. Email:
a.pueng@gmail.com

TOWNHOUSE
IN PATONG

On Nanai Road. 2 stories,
112.5sqm, 2 bedrooms, 2
bathrooms, bathtub, built-in
cabinets, kitchen, aircon and
car park. 1km to Patong
beach, near Bangla Road
and Jungceylon. Price 5.5
million baht or nearest offer.
No agents! Tel: 087-270
9093.

PRIVATE SALE OF
HALF A RAI

At Ao Makham. Land is lo-
cated opposite Port of Phuket
and next to Bel Air Cape
Panwa Resort. Price 4.2 mil-
lion. Tel: 081-891 5932, 089-
035 6702.

LAND FOR SALE
Near the main road to Baan
Don-Cherng Talay. 68sq wah.
1.1 million baht. Tel: 089-472
9118. Email: honda.1437@
yahoo.co.th

HOUSE & FURNITURE
Single house, 60sqm. 2 floors,
3 bedrooms and 3 toilets. In
Chaiyapruek Village at Land &
House, Chalong. Good location
and entrance from bypass road.
Built 2 years ago. Tel: 084-627
7001.

LAND AT
CHERNG TALAY

390sq wah, nice flat land, quiet
area, Chanote. In Pasak Soi 5
near Laguna Home. Price: 6 mil-
lion baht. Tel: 089-472  9118, 086-
709 2933.

SEAVIEW LAND
FOR SALE

Near Supalai Resort on the
east coast of Phuket slope.
A 3-rai plot with road and
electricity access. Price:
3.6 million baht per rai. No
agents please. Tel: 080-520
2989. Email: pakaporns@
yahoo.com

PATONG APT
2-bedroom apartment for rent
or sale. 87sqm unit on the 5th

floor with sea view. Fully fur-
nished. Tel: 081-891 6502.
Email: andrea.capucci@
gmail.com

30 RAI IN TOWN
Flat land near Dowroong
School in Phuket Town. Tel:
081-691 2526.

NICE HOUSE FOR SALE
Best value house for sale in
Chuan Chuen Lagoon. Quiet,
safe, good security. 5 mins to
British school. 3 bedrooms, 3
aircons, 2 bathrooms. Fully
furnished, includes washing
machine. 3.95 million baht.
Contact Scott. Tel: 081-866
8716. Email: stormbay2@
yahoo.com.sg

BEACHFRONT HOUSE
If this is the view you are looking
for then visit our website at
www.web.me.com/jimodonnell
for more details. Tel: 081-693
3495 (English & Thai). Email:
jimodonnell@mac.com

LAND 700SQM
KAMALA 3.6 MB

Cheap land plot, 800 meters to
the beach. Electricity, water and
Chanote title included. Tel: 076-
292596, 080-528 1536  (English
& Thai). Email: nc.residence@
gmail.com

PENTHOUSE
7 MILLION BAHT

Two entire floors in a very private
setting with the best view in
Patong. Tel: 084-848 4876.
www.condosales.asia

KAMALA RESORT
5,000sqm of land with 7 villas,
only 49 million baht. Tel: 089-
291 7733. For more details visit
www.phuket.ag/for_sale/

BEST OFFER
FOR PENTHOUSE

Newly furnished, 3 bedroom, 3
bathroom penthouse with
seaview and private pool. Need
to sell ASAP. Email for photos.
Email: stephancookca@
yahoo.ca

KATHU LUXURY
POOL VILLA

Near BIS and Patong Beach, 3-
bedroom villa. Price: 9.5 million
baht. Tel:  076-321445, 089-
724 7211 (English). Email:
info@botanvillage.com For fur-
ther details, please see our
website at www.phuket-cot
tages.com

GOLF VIEW LAND
Near BIS, 1,728sqm fully ser-
viced, Nor Sor  3 Gor. Price: 8.7
million baht. Tel: 076-321445,
089-724 7211. Email: info@bo
tanvillage.com

GUESTHOUSE NEAR
THE BEACH

10-bedroom guesthouse in
Patong for sale. 100 meters
from the beach. Price: 24.9
million baht. Tel: 089-724 7211
(English). Email: julien@
phuketimmo.com

LAND NEAR PIA:
1,730SQM

Land plot, Chanote, in a housing
estate with underground elec-
tricity and security, next to Mis-
sion Hills golf course and PIA.
For quick sale: 2.79 million baht.
Tel: 081-343 0777.

1.89M TOWNHOUSE
IN CHALONG

Two-storey townhouse in Phuket
Country Home. Two bedrooms,
one bathroom, good location. Tel:
089-469 2173 (English & Thai).
Email: korphong@hotmail.com

HOUSE IN BAAN DON
2.1 MN BAHT

In the Laguna area. 55 sq wah,
with chanote, detached 2 bed-
room house with aircon and 2
bathrooms. Fully furnished with
ADSL and a nice garden. Call
Tay. Tel: 076-313201, 086-280
4734 (English & Thai). Email:
khunclaub@hotmail.com

OCEAN VIEW LAND
BANG TAO

Luxury hillside project, over
1,000sqm. Price: 6 million
baht. Next to river w/ water-
fall. road, utilities. Tel: 084-
445 8880 (English). Email:
philipagordon@yahoo.com

LUXURY HOUSE
FOR SALE

Or for rent in Rawai Nai Harn.
4 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms,
maidrooms, big swimming
pool. Land: 656sqm. Sale:
11 million baht. Long-term
rent: 40,000 baht per month.
Tel: 081-397 1835. Website:
phuket-house.yolasite.com
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Properties
For Rent

AMAZING SEAVIEWS

Luxury villa with 3 bed-
rooms, 3 bathrooms, set in
garden with pool with large
garden and maid quarters.
Very private. Only 1 minute
to beach and 15 minutes to
PIA/BIS school. Furnished.
Rent: 160,000 baht per
month. Tel: 086-2796 283.
Email: richarddesmond
capeheights@yahoo.co.uk

RAWAI/ POOL
GUESTHOUSE

5-year lease. 1.4 million
baht or 480,000 baht yearly
rent. 6 bedrooms, 6 bath-
rooms, furnished, with
WiFi, cable TV, 5 motos.
300 meters from beach. No
key money. Email: phuket7
@yahoo.com

BAR POOL HOTEL/
RAWAI BEACH

5-year lease: 3 million
baht ($100,000 ) or 800,000
baht yearly rent. No key
money. Bar, pool, hotel, 9
bedrooms, 9 bathrooms,
WiFi, cable TV. 60 meters
from the beach. Email:
phuket7@yahoo.com

LUXURY HOUSE
FOR LONG-TERM

RENT

6 bedrooms, 7 bathrooms,
big sala, swimming pool.
Rent: 55,000 baht per
month. Tel: 081-397 1835.
Website: www.phuket-
house.yolasite.com.

PHUKET VILLA
DOWROONG

House for rent, 55sq wah, 2
bedrooms, 2 bathrooms,
no phone line, unfurnished.
15,000 baht per month. Tel:
087-270 9093.

PHUKET VILLA 5
FOR RENT

Detached house, 3 bed-
rooms, 2 bathrooms,
kitchen and carpark. In
the center of the village.
4 aircons, telephone
line. Only 5 mins to Cen-
tral Festival. For long-
term rent: 16,000 baht
per month. Call for visit.
Tel: 087-270 9093.

COZY HOUSE
NEAR NAI HARN

High-grade house, furnished
and conveniently located.
Minutes from Rawai and Nai
Harn Beaches. 2 spacious
bedrooms with en-suite
bathrooms. 1 guest toilet.
Aircons. Large living-dining
room. Telephone line with
ADSL. Free water supply
and garbage removal ser-
vice. Rent: 20,000 baht per
month. Contact K. Nui. Tel:
087-383 0936. Email:
hunt17@hotmail.com

POOL VILLAS FOR RENT
Bang Tao area, 1,2,4 bed-
rooms, fully furnished, ADSL,
Sat TV. Tel: 085-674 6786.

RENT PATONG CONDO
New, 46sqm, furnished apart-
ment with pool and security.
Tel: 089-728 4005. Email:
thamad17@yahoo.com

SERVICED APTS
SPECIAL RATES

Quality serviced studios in
Chalong now available at spe-
cial rates for August-October,
from 8,500 baht per month.
Great views, great facilities,
great value! Rooftop pool. Tel:
086-282 6221 (English). Email:
info@chalongapartment.com
For further details, please see
our website at www.chalong
apartment.com

PATONG CONDO
PRIVATE RENTAL

Fully furnished condo unit with
gym, swimming pool, parking,
cable TV, WiFi and 24 hour
security. 800m to the beach.
Available for rental from 1 Octo-
ber. Tel: 085-069 0938. Email:
nnorthwo@hotmail.com

5 MINUTES FROM
LAGUNA

For rent or sale. 4 bedrooms,
family pool home, 1,000sqm
land, 330sqm built-up area. Con-
tact for details. Agent welcome.
Tel: 087-418 5924 (Thai), 089-875
9609 (English). Email: claude
baltes@gmail.com

4-BEDROOM VILLA
WITH POOL

Spacious, fully furnished, four-
bedroom villa with pool for long-
term rent near Chalong. Price:
55,000 baht/month. Tel: 084-
245 8986. Email: take_a_tab@
hotmail.com

RAWAI POOL VILLA
3 bedrooms, aircon, internet,
TV. Short terms to Decem-
ber 15 + 2 weeks in January.
Ask rates - contact Hockey.
Tel: 084-852 4091. Email:
sales@thaiwaitravel.net

BEAUTIFUL HOUSE
Swimming pool, garden view, 2
beds, aircon, 2 baths, cable TV,
DVD, internet, terrace, tropical
garden. Close to Nai Harn Beach.
Available October 15. Daily rent:
2,600 baht. Tel: 085-787 3046.
Email: patrickmeo@gmail.com

RAWAI SEAVIEW
2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms,
160sqm. Large apartment, swim-
ming pool. Tel: 087-882 9604.
Email: artlpmj@yahoo.com

HOUSE FOR RENT
NEAR PSU

Prince of Songkla University,
Kathu. 2 floors, fully furnished.
4 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms.
European built-in kithcen. 4
aircons. Office, BBQ and laun-
dry area. Parking lot. UBC,
cable and WiFi. Ask for photo
and price. Tel: 081-432 6587.

B.L. APARTMENT
New in Kathu. Big rooms, 1 bed-
room, 1 living room, aircon, cable
TV, ADSL, hot shower, garden,
and car park. Rent: 7,000 baht
per month. Tel: 081-692 3163.

EXCLUSIVE HOUSE
NAI HARN

3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms,
pool, jacuzzi, 800sqm land.
For long- or short-term rent.
For further details, please see
our website at www.phuket
qualityhouse.com

LONG-TERM RENT
1 bedroom, fully furnished.
House near Chalong Bay.
Rent: 10,000 baht per month.
Tel: 081-892 4311.

FULLY-FURNISHED
HOUSES

2 storeys, 3 bedrooms, 2
bathrooms. Near Panwa
Bay. Tel: 081-892 4311. For
further details, please see
our website at http://pan
wagreen.weebly.com

HOUSE FOR RENT
In Phuket, Thalang, Pa Khlok.
Bungalow with 3 bedrooms, 2
bathrooms, warm water, 2
aircons. Not furnished. Buying
also possible at a cheap price.
Tel: 081-606 3525 (Thai/Engllish),
02-741 9745 (German). Email:
gpdg stbgk@hotmail.com

HOUSE IN PATONG
Newly furnished modern house
with 2 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms,
spacious dining area and stylish
open western kitchen. Living
room with balcony. Full aircon. All
extras: LCD television, Internet,
satellite. Quiet setting. 27,000
baht per month. Please call for
more info. Tel: 084-185 8536.HOUSE IN CHALONG

Near Palai Beach for long-term
rent. 3 bedrooms, aircons, fully
furnished, with cable TV and
car park. Tel: 089-728 8311.

POOL VILLA 3-4 BED
Plot 1/2 rai, private and safe,
furnished, available for rent from
Oct 1, long term only. Tel: 087-
386 3388 (English & Thai), 084-
305 4333 (English). Email:
shanya.arman@gmail.com For
further details, please see our
website at www.facebook.com/
media/set/?set=a.137135652
995390.12164.137133126328976

GOLF-VIEW HOUSE
FOR RENT

Available now for long-term rent.
7 aircon bedrooms, salt swim-
ming pools, European kitchen,
furnished, carport, solar cell
system for hot water, in nice and
quiet neighborhood. 10 mins to
Tesco Lotus, Central Festival,
Big C, Head Start, BIS and
QSI. Price: 65,000 baht per
month. Contact for detail. Tel:
081-271 3228. Email: info@
procarpentering.com

PATONG 2 BED /
1 BATH CONDO

Maid, pool, WiFi, gym. Spa-
cious: 100 sqm. One year rent
at 35,000 per month. 3 units left.
View today! Tel: 080-052 8082.
Email: solitude001@aol.com

THAI VILLA AND POOL
NAI HARN

Soi Naya, Nai Harn. Luxury rent:
40,000 baht per month. Contact
for more infor- mation.Tel: 081-270
5126. Email: mervyn.crocker@
yahoo.com

SERVICED APARTMENT
IN PATONG

Fully furnished, swimming
pool, free wireless internet.
Tel: 081-894 4730 (English &
Thai), 081-892 5983 (Thai).
Fax: 076-292149. Email:
nanaivillaphuket@gmail.com
For further details, please
see our website at  www.
nanaivilla.com

POOL VILLAS
FOR RENT

Bang Tao area. 1,2,4 bed-
rooms, large pool, fully fur-
nished. Tel: 085-674 6786.

STUDIO APARTMENT
IN PATONG

One living room with kitchenette,
separate bedroom w/bath, tele-
phone, aircon, UBC ready, WiFi
free. Quiet location. Western
standard, nicely finished. From
9,500 baht per month. Long
term. Tel: 084-185 8536.

OFFICE AND ROOMS
AT SOI SUNRISE

100 meters to Chalong Pier.
Shared or private office equipped
with services including internet,
a phone and fax line. Live on site
options. Storage and parking
included. Tel: 076-383796, 081-
370 3181.  Fax: 076-280286.
Email: info@1800-REALTY.com

PATONG CONDO
1 bedroom, 66sqm, balcony.
ADSL, DVD, microwave oven
and more. Big swimming pool
at front. Good view. Fully fur-
nished. Available from August
10. Long-term rent at 14,800
baht per month. Tel: 089-872
6895. Email: jospeder@live.no

CONDO-HOLIDAY
RENTAL

In Kathu, 30sqm, quiet area, 10
mins to Patong, 10 mins to Cen-
tral. 1 bedroom, 1 bathroom, 2
aircons, fridge, microwave, bal-
cony. Rent 5,500 baht per week.
Tel: 081-607 8567. Email:
suksavat@hotmail.com
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Household
Items

Accommodation
Available

Property
Wanted

Looking for land to buy?
See more classified ads at www.phuketgazette.net

Household
Services

Accommodation
Wanted

Classified ads are charged per line. Each line is 120 baht,

with a minimum of 4 lines (heading included) per ad.

All advertising must be paid for in advance.

Deadline for Property Gazette page: Friday 3 pm.

Deadline for all other ads: Saturday 12 noon.

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_| (heading)

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

Classified Advertisements

Please use this form to write your classified advertisement.

Then hand it to any of our agents.

Property
Services

FRIENDSHIP BEACH
HOUSE FOR RENT

Close to the beach, 3 bed-
rooms, 1 toilet, kitchen, dining
room, Cable/ADSL, garden
and furniture. Price: 11,000
baht per month. Tel: 086-683
7162, 089-291 7162. Email:
yosompetch@hotmail.com

EDEN RESORT KARON
One bedroom, seaview, 5 mins
to beach. Tel: 087-882 9604.
Email: artlpmj@yahoo.com

SERVICED APTS
SPECIAL RATES

Quality serviced studios in
Chalong now available at spe-
cial rates for August-October,
from 8,500 baht per month.
Great views, great facilities,
great value! Rooftop pool. Tel:
086-282 6221  (English). Email:
info@chalongapartment.com
For further details, please see
our website at www.chalong
apartment.com

SURIN 1-BEDROOM
APARTMENT

Available for short or long term
rent (20,000 baht/month), lo-
cated on a quiet, small estate.
Fully furnished, all appliances,
pool, security, etc. included.
Tel: +81-90-6658 5627. Email:
hktkferg@hotmail.com

 SERVICE APARTMENT
IN PATONG

Fully furnished, swimming
pool. Tel: 081-894 4730 (En-
glish & Thai), 081-892 5983
(Thai). Fax: 076-292149. Email:
nanaivillaphuket@gmail.com For
further details, please see our
website at www.nanai villa.com

 KARON OCEANFRONT
LUXURY APT

Five-star one bedroom apartment
with pool in a quiet area. Price:
24,000 baht per month. Available
now. Tel: 081-570 7018. Email:
dfenocchio@hotmail.com For
further details, please see our
website at www.karonhill.alter
vista.org/

RAWAI HOUSE
FOR RENT

2 bedrooms, master bedroom
furnished with aircon. Friendly
area, must view. Rent 9,000
baht per month. Tel: 089-592
8905. Email: wbramley2000@
yahoo.co.uk

NEED 2-BEDROOM
HOUSE

Quiet, internet TV, carpark, gar-
den. Kamala, Bang Tao, Phuket
Town. Up to 12,000 baht, long
term. Tel: 085-790 8241.

Building
Products &
Services

GBS CONSTRUCTION
GBS Construction is fully
equipped to provide engineering,
architectural design support
and construction, for civil infra-
structure work, commercial, in-
dustrial, and residential build-
ings. Tel: 076-283577, 081-089
4964. Fax: 076-283504. Email:
marco.parlavecchia@gbs-
construction.com For further
details, please see our website
at www.gbs-construction.com

GREENHOUSE
Construction, renovation, fit-
ting, electric, metal and
wood work. Tel: 085-654
2244.

 SMALL HOUSE
WANTED

Looking for small house in
Chalong, Rawai, Nai Harn or
Kathu. Max cost: 2.5 million
baht. Tel: +46-8-715 7757,
+46-707-667817 (English &
Thai). Email: bengtjansson@
hotmail.com

PHUKET
AIRPORT LAND

Existing hotel wants to buy
or lease additional land
within 2km of the airport, 0.5
- 1.0 rai.If leased, term must
be 15-30 years.Commission
paid if you find land for us.
Tel: 076-328451, 089-604
3461 (English & Thai).
Email: simon@luttrell.asia

NEW FURNITURE
FOR SALE

We have many new coffee
tables and lamps as shown in
the picture. Lamp is 3,000 baht
and coffee table is also 3,000
baht. Please call to come and
take a look. Tel: 087-881 8075
(English & Thai). Or send email
to: harrison@windowslive.com

ALL FOR SALE -
URGENT

Due to urgent relocation we are
selling our household items in-
cluding office desk and chair, la-
ser printer, various shelves, flat
screen TV, kitchen stuff, etc.
None of these items is older
than 15 months. Tel: 085-488
9614 (English). Email: rico.
haus@hotmail.com

HAND-CARVED TEAK
WOOD PANEL

Hand carved teak wood panels
from northern Thailand. Intri-
cately hand carved with el-
ephant herd from antique teak
wood. Each piece is uniquely
designed with great detail. Tel:
084-850 1340. Or send email
to: southseasurf@gmail.com

LARGE GONGS
AND BELL

2 large gongs with stands, 22
& 28 inch. Large bell on stand
northern Thailand style. High
quality items being sold half
price at 22,000 & 18,000 baht.
Please contact for more addi-
tional details. Tel: 084-850
1340 (English & Thai). Email:
southseasurf@gmail.com

DWF HOME
SERVICE

Built-in bar, counter, pool,
kitchen, pond. Tel: 081-

606 5746. Email:
dwf_homeservices@

hotmail.com

SINGLE BEDS
Two single beds, brown,
wood colour and matching
bedside drawer. Very good
condition. Tel: 083-641 6046
(English).

OUTDOOR FURNITURE
Wide selection of quality teak
outdoor furniture. Moving and
must be sold. For more details.
Tel: 089-290 6925. Email:
raebridal@gmail.com

Holiday
Homes & Villa

Rentals

NEED VILLA TO RENT
IN PATONG

I am looking for a villa to rent
in Patong. From November
10 to  December 2 . Must
have 2 bedrooms and pool
and internet access. Max
budget 60,000 baht per
month. Tel: +45-058-350652.
Email: camting3@mail.dk

SEAVIEW VILLA,
PRIVATE POOL

3-bed family villa and private
pool, on an exclusive estate
with pool, tennis, gym. Rent
from now until November:
12,500 baht per night. Decem-
ber to January: 25,000 baht per
night. For futher details, please
send email to: resortgm@
gmail.com

RESORT AND
PROPERTY

MANAGEMENT
Based in Kata Beach, indi-
vidual unit or multiple unit man-
agement. Successful manage-
ment and rental record by expe-
rienced hotelier & staff. Email:
resortgm@gmail.com

PHUKET
(NOV 14 TO DEC 14)

Arriving into Phuket on Nov 14
and staying until Dec 15. Look-
ing for a flat for a couple any-
where in Phuket, preferably
close to the beach. 20,000
baht budget. Please send your
info by email: amit@evol.ca

1-BED APARTMENT
WANTED

We are looking for a 1 bed apart-
ment in Patong. We are looking
to pay around 13,000 baht per
month for a place of more than
60sqm with a kitchen. And we
are looking for somewhere
quiet. Tel: 087-468 4836. Email:
conlon01@hotmail.com

APARTMENT
KARON/PATONG

Looking for 1-2 bedroom
luxury apartment for the period
17 Oct 2011 - 15 March 2012.
Should be located in Karon or
Patong. Pool, gym and fast
ADSL required. Maximum
rent: 30, 000 baht per month.
Email: henri@majacca.com

APARTMENT OR
HOUSE

Apartment or house wanted to
rent for the whole of January,
not with lots of stairs as we will
have a newborn baby. Email:
colin1122uk@hotmail.com

KAMALA
I'm looking for minimum of 2
bedrooms in Kamala be-
tween Nov 30th and January
20th. Maximum rent: 25,000
baht per month. Send email:
a.ekvall@gmail.com

 BEDROOM IN
LARGE HOUSE

Shared house in a gated se-
cure community. All ameni-
ties, long-term, non-smoker.
Tel: 087-077 9816. Email:
williet98248@hotmail.com

ROOM IN KATA FOR
6,000 BAHT

Room with aircon, modern
furniture, hot water, Internet
and a nice rooftop terrace
with sea view. Available now.
Tel: 081-968 5904. Email:
sujira_sk@yahoo.com

BEACH FRONTAGE
1-bedroom self-contained holi-
day villa in Chalong. Rental rate
per day. Tel: 081-677 1641.

APARTMENT AT
NAI HARN BEACH

Luxury apartments, rang-
ing from studios to 1-2
and 3-bedroom family
apartments. All of the
apartments are fully fur-
nished with high quality
furniture. For rent and sale.
Tel: 087-877 7133. Email:
kasina_navamachit i
@yahoo.com

 NEW APARTMENTS
CLOSE TO LAGUNA

New apartments close to La-
guna for rent. Start from 15,000
baht per month. Tel: 076-615944,
081-866 2055  (English & Thai).
Email: info@sivanaplace.com
Website: www.sivanaplace.com

FREEDOM APARTMENT
Patong, European style, aircon,
wireless internet, cable TV, safe
area, bathroom with hot water.
7,500 baht/month. Tel: 084-845
0541, 083-380 6744.

 KATA ROOM
FOR RENT-PRIVATE

6k WiFi, maid, laundry,
cable. Must be quiet & no
bringing bar girls/boys home.
Tel: 087-888 9089. Email:
jaisabai@gmail.com

400 B/DAY,
9,000 B/MONTH

Rawai pool guesthouse. 1 bed-
room, 1 bathroom, aircon,
WiFi, cable TV. Car and motor-
bike for cheap rent. 300 meters
from beach. Tel: 080-328 9986.
Email: phuket7@yahoo.com

THE HEIGHTS
KATA BEACH

Great rent for great tenant. 5-
star luxury living. Panoramic
ocean view. Massive deck.
Amazing pool and gym. 2
bedrooms, 170sqm. Price:
65,000 baht/month. Dates
negotiable. Contact Lillian.
Call 083-833 6863  (English),
or send email to: lilliancornell8
@hotmail.com

PEST CONTROL
ISS Facility Services pro-
vides complete pest control
solutions for termites, ro-
dents, crawling and flying
insects. Tel: 076-610315,
081-958 6879 (English), 083-
505 6667 (English & Thai).
Fax: 076-610314. Email:
scott.d@th.issworld.com

HOUSE WANTED
CASH BUYER

We have many buyers. List
your property free at our
website, more than 1,000
hits every hour, MLS
Agents website. Tel: 082-
974 8359  (English). Email:
sales@thailandpropertys.
com For further details,
see our website at www.thai
landpropertys.com
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Looking for a job?
Looking for a better candidate?

Find more Recruitment Classifieds at www.PhuketGazette.Net!

STAFF WANTED
We are currently looking for
Thai office staff with the follow-
ing attributes: Able to operate
a computer with knowledge
and have a basic computer
skills, including Microsoft
Word and Microsoft Excel.
Must also have knowledge
about online booking through
Microsoft Outlook, and be flu-
ent in written and spoken En-
glish. Good salary. Send your
CV to Asia Sensations Travel
if you are interested. Please
contact for more details. Tel:
076-282906, 081-893 9925
(Thai(, 089-871 5045 (English
& Thai). Email: info@phuket-
excursions.com

MAIDS WHO CAN
COOK NEEDED

Need maids who can cook for
three villas. Laguna needs a live-
in maid who can cook and
clean. Patong villa needs a maid
who can cook and clean, live in
or live out. Kamala villa needs a
maid who can cook and live out.
All maids must speak English
very well and have experience
and references. Must have flex-
ible working hours after 5pm. Six
days per week. For more info.
Tel: 080-699 2436. Email:
kokakat@gmail.com

FINANCIAL
ADVISOR

BKK OR KL
Are you a qualified Finan-
cial Advisor, Sales Pro or
have working experience
in financial services, sales
or a related industry? Do
you have a proven track
record in financial ser-
vices or sales industry?
Native English speakers
only or fluent in the En-
glish language. Please
send your CV via email:
careers@faramond.com
For further details, please
see our website at www.
faramond.com

ASSISTANT SALES
MANAGER

Thai female, age 25 to 30. Inter-
est in the fitness industry.
Must be active, self-motivated
and driven to take on growing
business. Salary with com-
missions. Send CV and details
to cj@searasports.com

SALES REPS
REQUIRED

Thai-speaking marketing col-
leagues are needed. Great
employment opportunities
with limited vacancies. We
need enthusiastic, motivated
individuals to join our suc-
cessful team. Full training,
great commissions and start-
up packages available. Email:
jengore@inspire.net.nz
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TOUR DESK STAFF
WANTED

We are looking for full-time,
fluent English-speaking Thai
staff for our Tour Desk. Three
(3) positions vacant. Work 6
days per week. Should have
knowledge of tours and tour
companies in Phuket and
basic knowledge of comput-
ers. Tel: 076-282906, 089-871
2831. Please contact Asia
Sensations Travel by sending
CV to in fo@tha i l ande -
circuits.com

 AQUACULTURE
ASSISTANT

Australian-owned barra-
mundi farm (Pla Kra Pong)
located close to Khok Kloy.
Seeking English-speaking
Thai assistant manager for
immediate start. 20,000 baht
per month. Onsite accom-
modation provided. Please
Contact Alan for more infor-
mation. Tel: 082-640 7486.
Email: al.debwaap@gmail.
com

THAI STAFF WANTED
Need four Thai staff for a sand-
wich shop and delivery busi-
ness. Must speak basic En-
glish. Salary: 8,500 baht per
month plus tips. Tel: 083-738
7139  (English). Or send email
: rambomuis@hotmail.com

GRAPHIC DESIGNER
New IT Company is seeking
Graphic Designers to join our
rapidly growing company. A
creative mind and willing-
ness to work as part of a
team is a must. Skills re-
quired: Adobe PhotoShop
(HTML not compulsory).
Monthly salary is 20,000-
35,000 baht. Tel: 086-951
3478. Email: kirrin.lisiecki
@nriteam.com

SECRETARY WANTED
Full-time, speak English.
Please contact for more addi-
tional details. Tel: 089-652
5664.

F&B MANAGER
CAPE SIENNA

Seeking a creative, experi-
enced, outgoing professional
with great customer service and
management skills. Send CV
to: frank@capesienna.com

 MARKETING
MANAGER

We are launching a new luxury
holiday program in Thailand and
need a marketing manager to
oversee resort relationships,
ground handling and the reserva-
tions office. Excellent written
English, strong computer skills
and at least 5 years experience
in hotel / tour biz essential. Own
Car. Cherngtalay based. Travel in
Thailand required. Salary circa
40K. To apply, send your CV +
recent photo by email only. Tel:
083-116 2852  (English). Email:
thailand@exotiqholidays.com
For further details, please see
our website at www.exotiq.com/
#holidays

FRANCHISE
ASSOCIATE

Brokerages available in
Phuket and Pattaya to sell
businesses and property. Full
training and set up given.
Fees apply. Tel: 087-034
0568 (English). Or send
email to: phil@tsba.info

 ACCOUNTANT
WANTED

Need accountant that can
multi-task. Must have
good understanding of
P&L and Balance Sheet
reconciliation, ERP Soft-
ware, Data Entry and Re-
port Running BS in Ac-
counting from accredited
Thai UV required. Must be
able to read, write and
speak English fluently.

Contact:
martin@phuketfish

boat.com
NO PHONE CALLS.
You will not get an

interview if you call.

Gazette Online Classif ieds – 10,000 readers every day!

ACCOUNTANT NEEDED
Working in Rawai. Please
contact Khun Wit. Tel: 084-
844 0008. Or send email to:
m@bayshorepro jects.com

NEED THAI STAFF IN
PATONG HOTEL

Waitress, cook and bar-
tender needed. Good salary
and housing included. Con-
tact Manuela. Please con-
tact for more additional de-
tails. Tel: 081-270 1370, 083-
392 8462. Or send email to:
m@bayshoreprojects.com

SALES/RECRUITER
IN BKK

ICPA has long been helping
Japanese clients to recruit top
professionals. We are looking
for a salesperson or recruiter
with a drive for success, solu-
tion sales experience, excellent
telephone skills, fluent in En-
glish and/or Japanese. Tel: 02-
632 1536, 086-577 8356. Fax:
02-632 1539. Send CV to
hr4@icpa.com For further de-
tails, please see our website at
www.icpa.com

RESERVATIONS
ASSISTANT

Part time position, flexible
hours. Must be western flu-
ent in written and spoken En-
glish, good communicator,
excellent computer skills, be
home based and have a fast/
reliable internet connection.
Please send CV to admin@
esxoasia.com

ASSISTANT SALES
MANAGER

Thai resident with very good writ-
ten and spoken English. Must
own car and driver’s license, com-
puter and have strong communi-
cation skills. Tel: 076-304127.
Fax: 076-304128. Email: gws.
marinina@gmail.com

GERMAN-SPEAKING
TOUR GUIDES

Required to work throughout
Phang Nga, Phuket and Khao
Sok NP. Based in Khao Lak.
Tour company offers 30+ different
tours. Join our team and never
have a dull day. Tel: 076-485411,
083-104 0684  (English & Thai).
Or email: info@khaolaklanddis
covery.com For further details,
please see our website at
www.khaolaklanddiscovery.com

MASSEUSE WANTED
Seeking a professional mas-
seuse to make house calls
regularly. Tel: 084-877 3566
(Thai). Email: sherin.peace@
gmail.com

ASST MANAGER
FOR MAGAZINE

Thai national, minimum 24 years
old, degree in marketing or PR,
customer service, strong com-
munication skills in spoken and
written English, MS office, driver's
license. Tel: 076-304117. Email:
gws.marinina@gmail.com

ACCOUNTANT NEEDED
We are looking for a full-time
accountant to work Monday-
Friday. Salary starts at 15,000
baht per month. Good English
and office experience required.
Tel: 076-527834, 089-871 8835
(English & Thai). Email: ana-
mackay@hotmail.com

 WEB CONTENT
MANAGER

For IT company. Thai na-
tional, degree in philology –
Russian and English, good
knowledge only. Computer
skills. Tel: 076-304117. Email:
gws.marinina@gmail.com

SECRETARY WANTED
Thaimaan Loma is looking for
Thai staff, age 25+. Must be able
to speak and write English. Must
also have knowledge of Microsoft
Office and good other computer
skills. Experience in accounting
or real estate broking is an asset.
Good salary. Tel: 089-515 5288
(English). Email: timo.saarinen
@thaimaanloma.fi

DOG LOVERS
Good accommodation with liv-
ing quarters above garage.
Husband to work as driver and
handyman. Wife to work as
houskeeper in large villa with
important duty of caring for 5
dogs. Tel: 088-168 9455.

GERMAN STAFF
Part-time work for German-
speaking female. 20-30 years
old. Send your CV in English
to rainforestjob@gmail.com
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Articles
For Sale

Bar &
Restaurant
Equipment

Bulletins

Business
Opportunities

CLEARANCE SALE
Basic BBQ with large gas bottle
2,500 baht. Plate glass top for
6-seat table, cost 2,500 baht,
selling for 1,500 baht. 2 TVs:
2,200 & 2,500 baht. Bed settee
3,500 baht. Coffee table glass
top 1,500 baht. Tel: 089-972
3861.

GOOD AS NEW
SEWING MACHINES

1 white Janome 423S selling
for 13,000 baht.
1 white Singer 14SH654 sell-
ing for 4,000 baht.
Tel: 084-060 2437 (English &
Thai),  086-943 9111 (English
& Thai). Email: dbonga@
gmail.com

LIQUIDATION SALE
on August 27-28. Used
Items: Aircons, tables,
chairs, beds, car stereo,
bar stools and bar counter.
No reasonable offer re-
fused. Address: 48/18
Chalong Road by the pier,
Phuket Fish Boat Office.
Tel: 089-500 6676.

SWEDISH CANDY
SALE

Stock clearance. Gott &
Blandat, Bilar, Djungelvral,
Snoren, etc. Tel: 076-246427,
087-274 6602  (English), 085-
885 6798. Fax: 076-246180.
Email: info@scansnax.nu For
further details, please see our
website at www.scansnax.nu

LINN HI-FI
Top end Linn Hi-Fi, multi-room
for sale. 3 million baht new.
Best offer secures. Email:
pietersmit43@yahoo.com

DUPONT LIGHTERS
1 Dupont Lady, China Laquer
5,500 B1 Dupont Man, Gold
4,500. Tel: 081-891 6412.
Email: flamingoklaus@aol.de

USED CONSTRUCTION
EQUIPMENT

Used construction equipment
and machines, please email
for complete list. Everything
from cement mixers, to bob
cat skid steer loaders. Tel:
081-891 3466 (English). Fax:
076-296160. Email: antc@
phuket.ksc.co.th

BABY COT
Good condition. 3,000 baht
ono. Please tel: 088-168
7032. Email: slash_nash@
hotmail.com

MOVING SALE
CAT CDMA Internet device –
1,500 baht; Oven (h: 32cm,
W: 53cm, D: 32cm) - 1,000
baht; Office Chair - 800 baht;
Shelves - 600 baht each or
1,000 baht for both. Tel: 084-
629 3471 (English). Email:
daoulasc@gmail.com

WINE CELLARS
Two Vintec V50DG "2e" in
perfect condition, been used
less than one year. Price:
38,000 baht for one, 70,000
baht for two. Tel: 087-495
4265 (English). Email: m874
954265@gmail.com

SPONSOR A CHILD
The Phuket International
Women’s Club is a volun-
teer organization raising
funds for educational
scholarships. We rely
on the goodwill of donors
and sponsors – small
and large. If you would
like to put something
back into the community
in which you live, contact
us to find out more about
giving a prize or being a
sponsor.
Please contact for more

information to
K. Carol (Tel: 087-417
8860) or K. Sue (Tel:
087-277 6948).
Email:i nfo@phuketiwc.com

MASSAGE SHOP SALE
In Kata, 6 bedrooms, 3 chairs.
For quick sale. Tel: 082-646
1698.

PATONG BAR
FOR SALE

Very well known bar for sale
in Bangla Rd, Patong
Beach. Prime location in
Soi Tiger. Tel: 087-184 6739.

APARTMENT HOUSE
IN PATONG

for sale, 8 rooms, small
kitchen, fully furnished, internet,
aircon, cable TV. Price: 8.4
million baht. Tel: 084-845 0541,
083-380 6744.

COMMERCIAL PLACE
Shop for rent in Kata Beach
center. Good location, nice
condition. Tel: 086-120 4258
(English & Thai). Email:
michel.org@gmail.com

BAR FOR SALE
Fully furnished,fridge, TV,
Whiskey included. A very
good lacation. 10,000 baht
per month. 800,000 baht. Tel:
081-693 0671 (English &
Thai). Email: joakim_zip_@
hotmail.com

FOR SALE-PHUKET

Karon beachfront hotel: 11
rooms + pizzeria restau-
rant. Tel: 080-383 0544,
081-815 4900.

PATONG RESTAURANT
Thai Resto and Bar, 36 seats,
3-level building with 3 beds. 2
mins walk to Bangla, near
Christin massage. 1.5 million
baht, rent 27,000 baht per
month. Tel: 089-191 9197.

RAWAI POOL
GUESTHOUSE

for sale. 5.5 million baht. On
400sqm plot. 6 bedrooms,
fully furnished, WiFi, CCTV,
2 covered carports. 5-year
lease: 1.4 million baht. 10
years: 2.5 million baht. 20
years: 4 million baht. No key
money. 350m from The Pier.
Tel: 084-242 8914. Email:
phuket7@yahoo.com

LAUNDRY SHOP
FOR SALE

Wiset Rd 1/34. In front of Se-
renity hotel. Halfway betweem
Chalong and Rawai. Together
a little apartment, fully fur-
nished. Motive for selling: going
back to home country. Please
contact Hans. Tel: 081-538
5635 (English).

BAR FOR SALE
Very new, very modern. Just off
Patong beach road. Pool table,
surround sound music system
50" TV. Entrance to bar from 2
sides with security shutters.
Must be seen... 1.4 million baht
ono. Please call for more infor-
mation to Lynton. Tel: 080-530
7798.

PATONG HOTEL AND
BACKPACKER

3.2 million baht + security depos-
its. Successful backpacker /
guesthouse with 34 beds in 18
rooms. Strong online ratings. Year
round bookings. Laundry, travel,
and 3 staff rooms in the house.
Designed with low overhead and
high cash flow. Retail tenants pay
half the rent, leaving only 59,000
to pay from guest revenue. Tel:
087-173 1773. Email: seanthe
pilot@hotmail.com Website:
www.seabluephuket.com

SUPERB SHOP
FOR RENT

Very nice, located on the
ground floor. High-class,
modern design with bath-
room plus big terrace on
street side at Soi Casa Del
Sol. Rent per year all inclusive
(key money, rent, water and
electricity) 600,000 baht. Tel:
085-789 5701 Email: chani
sara.guesthouse@gmail.com
For further details, please see
our website at www.phuket-
guesthouse.com

GUEST HOUSE
IN SAKOO

Plus restaurant. In Thalang.
For rent. Area: 700sqm. Com-
bination of modern and Thai
styles with 2 big rooms
(26sqm), one Balinese bunga-
low (28sqm), tropical land-
scaped courtyard with fish
pond and big terrace, reception
with guest area (120sqm).
Close to Nai Thon and Nai
Yang beaches. Rent: 40,000
euros for 3 years. Tel: 085-472
1506 (Jen) or 084-445 4654
(Bow). Email: jens@aqua-
divers.de Please see website:
phuketsunshinevilla.com

SHOP/OFFICE
FOR RENT

65sqm on Nanai Road,
Patong. Long lease. Tel: 088-
444 7801, 088-444 7802.

LAND WITH VACATION
CLUB

Stunning land offer and busi-
ness opportunity in Phuket! For
sale: 10 rai Chanote title land
for 7.5 million baht per rai! Ben-
efits: Free marketing for vaca-
tion club clients, already opera-
tional. Free use of the vacation
club's name. Operation and
management of your units by
the existing resort. Association
with reputed name. Investor can
build just 10 units and get the
return of investment back. In-
vestor doesn't need to invest in
infrastructure such as restau-
rants, bars, etc. This is a unique
opportunity to cooperate with an
existing resort operation and va-
cation club. Take advantage of
the existing infrastructure, fa-
cilities and management by an
international hotel manage-
ment company. Tel: 076-
289399, 081-536 5846  (En-
glish), 081-539 5373  (English
& Thai). Fax: 076-289389.
Email: hajo@ mangosteen-
phuket.com For further details,
please see our website at
w w w. c l u b m a n g o s t e e n
phuket.com
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Business Products & Services

GHBS P.O.S SERVICE
Are you running a Res-
taurant, Hotel, Bar, Re-
sort, Health Spa, Country
House or any combina-
tion of these and would
you like to?
- Take back control of your
business finances.
- Have a better view on
your day-to-day opera-
tions remotely from any-
where in the world.
- Keep track and manage
your valuable inventory.
- Cut down on food or bev-
erage service delivery
times so that more cus-
tomers can be served at a
faster rate.
- Decrease manual labor
drastically and reduce la-
bor costs.
Try our GHBS Point of
Sale (POS) service for
free and have it all easily.
Service is available in
Thai and English lan-
guage and is just for 1900
Thai Baht a month. The
GHBS POS is a Web-
Service and runs on
IPad, Windows PC and
Mac.
Please contact for more

information.
Tel: 085-784-3043.
Visit our website for

more info
www.ghbs-pos.com

TRAMPOLINES
For large trampolines at the best
prices. For a surcharge of 950
baht, we deliver to your front door
in Phuket in 4 to 5 days. Tel: 087-
707 9461 (Sukanya), 081-720
6462 (Herve). Email: sukanya
@tram polinethailand.com
Please see our website:
www.trampolinethailand. com

STUDIO 38
- Sign

- Media
- Advertising

Please contact K.Pu
086-698 6544.
Email: p.studio
38@gmail.com

BUDS NURSERY
KINDERGARTEN

Phuket’s oldest bi-lingual in-
ternational child care facility.
High-quality, time-proven
schedule and curriculum. Ex-
perienced native English
teachers to teach ages 1½ -6.
Mon-Fri 8am - 5pm. Bus ser-
vice available from Patong,
Karon, Kata, Phuket, Rawai
and Chalong. Tel: 076-282
232, 080-624 7060. Please
see our website at: www.buds-
phuket.com

GM CURTAIN

Sells curtains, upholstery,
and accessories domesti-
cally and internationally.
We offer design and an out-
door service installation in
all provinces around the
country. We also give ad-
vice on the selection of ma-
terial, equipment and all
types of installation work
by a well-experienced and
capable team. Curtains,
sofa clothes, roller blinds,
wallpapers, accessories.
Address: 128/124 Topland
(Radsada) Prachautid
Rd.,Muang Phuket. Tel:
076-610072, 081-891
8148. Fax: 076-610073.

RAINBOW
ICE CREAM

Fruit sherbet ice cream
bars. Safe, made to GMP
standards, the Halal stan-
dard and OTOP products.
15 flavors to choose from,
such as Strawberry,
Durian, Mango, Choco-
late, etc. Retail - Whole-
sale - Delivery. Great for
ceremonies, birthday par-
ties, and many other
types of gatherings. Tel:
086-191 6335 (Thai), 084-
119 4094 (English & Thai).
Email: ditsararat@yahoo.
com

Club
Membership

Available

BLUE CANYON
MEMBERSHIP

Blue Canyon Individual and
Family Membership. 950,000
baht including transfer fee. Tel:
081-685 9754 (English). Email:
bernardwmoran@gmail.com

ALUMINUM AND
GLASS SHOP

House, condo, hotel. For buy-
ing and selling hotels, land,
mortgate center. Contact
Ronny. Tel: 083-227 8738.
Email: ronybun@hotmail.com

WOOD-FIRED OVEN

For restaurant, pizzeria or
private villa. Build to order
by our artisan using refrac-
tory bricks in any size. Tel:
084-845 4743.

Computer

ENGLISH
COMPUTERMAN

Sales, service, repair, WLAN.
Free help by telephone. Tel:
076-384385, 084-625 7744
(English). Fax: 076-384385.
Email: computermanphuket
@gmail.com

DIVING VESSEL
FOR SALE

Spacious and very well-
maintained dive boat for
sale - capacity 65 people.
Tel: 075-662099, 089-873
0201. Email: andy@chill
outkrabi.com

Dive Gear

Personal
Services

FREELANCE
PHOTOGRAPHER

Make a difference to your
images
- Pre-wedding
- Wedding
- Portrait
- Family memories
- Party
- Events
Contact : Tingnoi 081-

606 5746.
www.facebook.com/

tingnoidwf
tingnoidwf.multiply.com

LEARN THAI
Thai & English lessons at home.
Contact Joe. Tel: 085-405 5333.

Pets

Surfboards

2 CHIHUAHUA PUPPIES
Chihuahua puppies: one girl and
one boy left. Born June 18 and
ready to go to a good home now.
10,000 baht each. Many pics
available. Tel: 083-396 1918.
Email: bigdogphish@gmail.com

KITESURFING GEAR
Wainman Boss 12m kite 2010-
11 model, like new. Surf-
kiteboard epoxy 510,surftech
with footstraps, dakine bag. All
for 41,000 baht. Contact Eric.
Tel: 085-781 1691. Email:
lubberic2@yahoo.es

GIRL DOG

looking for boyfriend. Ameri-
can cocker spaniel needs
boyfriend. Tel: 085-674 6786.
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NEW CAR FOR RENT

Many types of cars, short- or-
long-term rent, with insur-
ance, Delivered to your door.
Tel: 081-607 8567. Email:
suksavat@hotmail.com

NEW CAR FOR RENT
Honda Jazz, Honda City, with
first-class insurance. Delivered
to your door. Only 5,900 baht
per week. Tel: 081-343 0777

4 DOOR PICK-UP
FOR RENT

Mitsubishi & Mazda 2, fully
rental insured. Tel: 081-970
3136 (English & Thai). Email:
agogniat@loxinfo.co.th

TOYOTA YARIS 2009
WHITE AUTO

2009, excellent condition.
Price when new: 591,600 baht,
asking price 465,000 baht.
Email: cloesena@pt.lu

HONDA CIVIC 2006

Top model, 1.8L, automatic,
airbag, ABS, 6-disc CD player,
excellent condition. Call for
more info. Tel: 082-421 4773.

HONDA CITY 2003

Manual gears, 1.5L, excellent
condition. Call for more info.
Tel: 082-421 4773.

CAMRY '08 FOR SALE
Only 67,000km, very good
condition. Price: 890,000 baht
ono. Tel: 081-787 5895.

BMW 650GLS 2006
Brand new tyres, black, excel-
lent condition. Price: 260,000
baht. Tel: 087-158 6587.

BIG SUPER SCOOTER

Honda Pacific Cruiser. 750cc.
Only 1, like new, 18,000km.
No scratches. Lots of com-
fort. Only 120,000 baht. Tel:
089-652 5664.

YAMAHA NOUVO
1,600km, like new, 35,000
baht. Tel: 082-419 0106.

YAMAHA FINO
FOR SALE

2008, 25,000km, price: 30,000
baht . Contact for more info. Tel:
083-550 5217.

BARGAIN HONDA PCX
Still 18 months on warranty. Per-
fect condition. Price: 56,000
baht. Tel: 081-788 1052 (En-
glish), 086-276 9431 (Thai).
Email: seanomad@gmail.com

MG MIDGET 1963
FOR SALE

In superb condition, fully re-
stored, new interior, aircon,
paint and chrome, Datsun 1.2L
engine, well maintained. Blue
book included. Price: 660,000
baht. Tel: 076-220823, 081-
979 6587, 083-176 0553  (En-
glish & Thai). Or send email to:
nicolasdebray@gmail.com

1992 SENTRA 4DR
50,000 baht, runs great, with 5-
speed, cold air, new brakes,
with battery. Tel: 087-473 7280.

 MITSUBISHI LANCER
FOR SALE

GLXI 1.5 (E-Car) 1995, LPG,
manual transmission. Beautiful
and in excellent condition.
Price 140,000 baht. Contact
K.Yada. Tel: 081-755 5057.

MIRA 76,000 BAHT
Daihatsu Mira. Beautiful and
in excellent condition. Pink,
economical, with new tyres.
Serious inquiries only please.
Tel: 080-883 1062  (English).

TOYOTA VIOS
For sale. 4 years old with
only 67,000km. ABS and
airbag. Black. Tel: 089-588
5692.

OLDER MITSUBISHI
SEDAN

Runs great but looks its age.
Safer than a motorbike and
keeps you dry. Price: 135,000
baht. Tel: 087-898 7062
(English). Or send email to:
ebseng@yahoo.com

 TOYOTA SALE
250,000 BAHT

Automatic. Silver. 1.5 E.
Please contact for more
info. Tel: 081-607 8567. Or
send email to: suksavat@
hotmail.com

HONDA CIVIC 2.0
VTEC 2006

Fully optioned, gray metallic,
90,000km. Price when new
was over 1 million baht. Will
sell for 480,000 baht. Tel: 081-
891 6412  (English). Email:
flamingoklaus@aol.de

4 x 4s

HONDA CRV 2010
2L, full options. 21,000km.
Price: 1.020 million baht. Con-
tact Pascal. Tel: 089-822 7547.

SUZUKI VITARA 1.6L
5-door, automatic, dark red,
1996, good condition. Price:
280,000 baht. Tel: 089-873
5947 (English). Email: stoo
hooper@hotmail.com

MITSIBISHI 2004
4x4,2.8 manual, airbag, aircon.
Excellent condition. Only
105,200km. Never used as
truck. Price: 285,000 baht. Tel:
086-043 4315, 082-289 3150.
Or send email to: perdompert@
hotmail.com

Pickups

TOYOTA PICKUP
Turbo diesel, auto, 5 doors,
white, year 2535 (1992). Price:
220,000 baht. Tel: 085-471 5043.

TOYOTA FORTUNER V
Black, September 2006, 2.7L,
460,000km. Price: 849,000
baht. Tel: 081-968 5904.
Email: sujira_sk@yahoo.com

 2006 CHEVROLET
COLORADO

82,000km. X-Cab standard. 1
expat owner. Turbo diesel en-
gine, leather seats, new tyres
and brakes. Full service at
By-pass rd. Chev. Fully main-
tained. Price: 575,000 baht.
Tel: 084-464 0059.

2002 HARLEY-
DAVIDSON

Dyna Lowrider, 36,000km. In-
cludes an emergency belt kit,
extra belt, tool kit and 6
months first-class insurance.
Price: 550,000 baht. Can
send pictures. Tel: 084-839
2708  (English & Thai). Email:
nenonenj@hotmail.com

HONDA CBR
250R RED

Perfect condition, 11,000km,
7 months old, still under war-
ranty. Price: 95,000 baht or
very nearest offer. No ABS.
Tel: 086-269 9097 (English &
Thai). Email: sean_hudson
@tiscali.co.uk

HONDA PHANTOM
FIRE EDITION

Year 2008. With saddle bags.
Very good condition. 15,000
km. Price 70,000 baht. Tel: 085-
251 7838 (English), 085-477
2077 (Thai). Email: manuver@
mverameseguer.com

KAWASAKI KLX 250
YEAR 2010

Still covered by Kawasaki
guarantee until January 2012.
Like new. 8,000km. Brand-
new Michelin Sirac tyres plus
stock Dunlops 605. Extras
include: hand guards, top
case, soft seat, etc. Price:
115,000 baht. Tel: 085-251
7838  (English), 085-477 2077
(Thai). Email: manuver@mvera
meseguer.com

DUCATI MULTISTRADA
1100S

2008 (red). 43,000km. 1
owner. 420,000 baht. Ser-
viced by Ducati. For more
additional details. Tel: 086-
686 3811  (English). Email:
kirjon@gmail.com

HONDA PCX &
PHANTOM

Black PCX as new with top
box 60,000 baht, 2008 Phan-
tom with extras 50,000 baht.
Please contact for more de-
tails. Tel: 089-908 7133  (En-
glish). Email: alan.matt@
hotmail.com

KAWASAKI NINJA 650
Only one owner, 18 months
old, excellent condition, fully
serviced by Kawasaki. All
documents and green book
included. Never rented out or
damaged. Price: 185,000
baht ONO. Tel: 087-265 7182
(English & Thai). Email:
w a y n e w a s h b o u r n @
hotmail.co.uk

HONDA XR400R
Year: 2005. 14,520km,
very good conditon. 100
per cent proper book.
Price: 150,000 baht. Tel:
087-881 0645. Email:
erik6514@yahoo.com

DUCATI MULTISTRADA
1000DS

2004, 30,000kms. Serviced
by Ducati. Price: 300,000 baht
ono. Contact tel: 086-941 0639
(English). Email: info@imed
geconcepts.com

 A1 CAR RENTALS

Fully insured. 12,000 to
20,000 baht per month.
Tel: 089-831 4703. Email:
a1carrent@gmail.com

600 BAHT/DAY
OR 14,000 BAHT/

MONTH

Cars for rent at Rawai
Beach. Proton, Yaris,
Aveo, with insurance and
delivery. Tel: 080-328 9986,
088-180 0351. Email:
phuket7@yahoo.com



August 27 - September 2, 2011 P H U K E T  G A Z E T T E 39

SOLUTIONS TO
THIS WEEK’S

PUZZLES
Crossword puzzle:

Impossibly Possible Quiz answers:
1. Under skin 2. Flaming Star 3. Three nipples
4. Daedalus 5. Barrow 6. The priesthood
7. Griffin 8. Hawaii 9. Cannibalism
10. Israel 11.Stock Exchanges
12. Greyhound Stadium 13. The Tea Bag
14. Potato suppositories 15. Coffee 16. Bird Spit

RIVA HULL FOR SALE
Speed boat, Riva style hull,
ready to apply fiberglass. Ur-
gent sale 100,000 baht or
best offer. Tel: 081-968 3118,
081-271 3228. Email: info@
procarpentering.com

NEED SECONDHAND
DINGHY

Size between 4-6m long.
Please contact for more infor-
mation. Tel: 081-893 7348.

MAXUM 1800 SR-2000
135 HK

18-foot American fiberglass
Bowrider with trailer. Price:
495,000 baht. Tel: 089-932
5175 (English), 080-145 0082
(Thai). Email: wojidkowbengt
@hotmail.com

SWISS CATAMARAN
24FT

Perfect fishing boat in fiber-
glass. 2 Honda 4-stroke
engines, each 50Hp with
hydraulic system. Simrad
Navigation Plotter eletric.
Ankerwinch. Built in 2004,
running time only 300hrs.
Including 4-wheel alu-
minium trailer. New price:
1.6 million baht. Now:
550,000 baht. Please
Contact K. Aree. Tel: 089-
474 5168.

BOAT FOR SALE
OR RENT

Built 2007. Renovated
2011,92ft, 360Hp Hino.
Price: 300,000 euros. Tel:
082-272 8468. Website:
songthai-phuket.com

46FT OFFSHORE
CRUISER-RACER

For sale. Please contact
Khun Gerrit.

Tel: 081-842 3961, 087-
276 7997.

Email:
gj.bijlsma@gmail.com
www.phuketbutler.com/

node/1544

43-FOOT CRUISING
CATAMARAN

2 double cabins, 15sqm sa-
loon. In composite, not fin-
ished! Price: 680,000 baht.
Tel: 087-461 8089.

CHALOMARK DINGHY
40Hp and 5Hp engines, can
seat 8 people, like new. Price:
180,000 baht, ono. Tel: 089-
652 5664.

HYPALON DINGHY

2.9 meters with engine,
excellent lightweight ten-
der. 27,500 baht. Tel: 081-
397 7598.

RAYMARINE RADAR
AND NAV

One RL80C chart plotter
with card reader. One RL80C
without. One RC520. One
L755 (needs new CPU).
One 4K radome. All for
55,000 baht. Tel: 087-624
8816 (English). Email:
tkreitz@attglobal.net

DIVING VESSEL
FOR SALE

Spacious and very well-main-
tained dive boat for sale - ca-
pacity 65 people. Tel: 075-
662099, 089-873 0201. Email:
andy@chilloutkrabi.com

FIBERGLASS BOAT
36 feet with 2 Yamaha 200Hp
engines. Just reconditioned.
Email: jgkg24@hotmail.com

26 FT SAILING CAT
Open bridge, wood, expoxy,
fiberglass composite. 15 HP
Yamaha. Good condition,
fully equipped and ready to
sail. Two cabins and storage
space. Price: 290,000 baht.
Tel: 087-461 8089 (English
& Thai). Email: stier@net-
print.de
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Aircraft For

Sale
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GGGGGeneraleneraleneraleneraleneral AAAAAviationviationviationviationviation

• Aircraft for Sale • Aircraft Sharing
• Aircraft Wanted • Aircraft Charter
• Aviation Services • Flying Lessons

EUROFOX 'HS-FOX'

COM Becker; Transpon-
der C Becker; GPS Mov-
ing map; Intercom 2 seats;
Electric Attitude Indicator;
Electric Heading Indicator.
Engine: Rotax 912S, 80
hrs. Airframe: 80hrs. Exte-
rior: new aircraft; Interior:
new aircraft. For sale at 1.9
million baht. Email:  fly@
nokaviation.com

CESSNA 172P
With full IFR for 3 million baht.
Everything on the aircraft is
new, including Garmin Aera
500. Interior and exterior was
redone in 2010. The engine has
700hours with TBO at 2,000.
Dual nav/dual com,  EGT, tran-
sponder, etc. Registration: HS-
SEX. Cost: 2.8 million baht.
Location: Best Ocean Airpark
(near Bangkok).
For more information email
sonny@salientgroup.net.

ROCKWELL
COMMANDER 114

HS-AWS. Year: 1976. Oper-
ated in Thailand for 6 years.
Engine: Lycoming IO-
540T4B5D. 1,300hrs and
700hrs until TBO. Garmin and
King radios. Autopilot and
Stormscope. Price: 3.75 mil-
lion baht. Located at Thai Fly-
ing Club, Bang Phra. Contact
Tony Scragg at mobile 081-
906 3250, or send email to
tony_scragg@hotmail.com

1995 PIPER MALIBU
JETPROP DLX

S/N: 4636005. HS-RGR.
SNEW Airframe 1,410hrs.
Engine 501hrs. Engine
trend monitoring, Garmin
MX20 moving map, 6 seats.
Price: 35 million baht. Con-
tact Dana Whorton, Minor
Corporation Public Com-
pany Limited. Tel: 081-937
1443. Email: dana_wt@
minornet.com

CHALLENGER II SW
ULTRALIGHT

This ultralight a 2-seats and lo-
cated at Eastern Airfield
(Pattaya). Only 50hrs on en-
gine and 250hrs on airframe.
Cost: 850,000 baht. Contact
Alex at tel: 081-825 9713.
Emai: alex@bangkokbase.
com

TRIKE – FLASH 1
Weight-shift Ultralight with
Rotax 447. 150 hours. 10 years
old. Flying in the past 6
months. Hangered at Eastern
Airpark in Pattaya. Price:
200,000 baht. Contact: Alistair
at email: ads@trawet.net

BEECHCRAFT
MUSKETEER 19A

Bright yellow 4-person
airplane. Airframe S/N:
MB291. Airframe time
since new: 11,254hrs.
Engine: Lycoming O-
320-E2C (150HP). En-
gine S/N: L-18667-27A.
Engine time since new:
8,551hrs. Engine time
since overhaul: 974hrs.
Prop: Sensenich 74
DM6-0-58. Prop time
since overhaul: 676hrs.
Price: 1.5 million baht.
Tel: 085-048 5555. Email
rujai69@hotmail.com

HAVE A PASSION
FOR AVIATION?

If you have an aircraft for sale or
an interest in aviation and wish
to learn how to fly or buy an air-
craft or arrange a private flight,
etc, please contact Pat. Email:
pat@aeropromgr.com For fur-
ther details, please see our
newsletter at www.aeropromgr.
com/newsletter
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Phuket break winless streak
RELIEVED: Phuket players celebrate their winning goal. Photos: Siam Sports

By Stephen Fein and Steven Layne

PHUKET football fans rejoiced
earlier this week when news
spread that FC Phuket had finally
bagged their first away victory in
league-play this season.

Phuket’s narrow 1-0 win on
Sunday evening against Rattana
Bundit Athletic Club (RBAC), at
Ratttana Bundit University Sta-
dium in Bangkok follows a series
of 10 consecutive losses and
draws in league matches on the
road.

“The curse is broken! The play-
ers’ confidence will surely come
back now,” ex-
claimed Anuwat
“Ball”, an enthu-
siastic FC Phuket
fan.

Ball, a native
of Phang Nga
who has been
following FC
Phuket since
their 2009 pre-
miere, told the
Phuket Gazette
that he believes
the Southern Sea
Kirin are capable
of beating any
team in Thailand.

“When they play weaker teams,
they tend to drop down to the
same level and don’t win when
they should,” he said.

“However, when they are up
against stronger teams, they have
shown they can bring up the
tempo and win,” he added.

Even though Phuket’s oppo-
nents on Sunday were the clear
underdogs – having won only two
of their 20 games all season – the
game appeared to be evenly
matched.

The Southern Sea Kirin scored
the only goal just two minutes into

play, a score credited to the recently
signed Nigerian midfielder,
Boubacar Issoufou, picking up his
first goal in three games on the
Phuket side.

That goal was sparked by an
early invasion from the far left
wing when Nittiroj Sukuma sent
a long pass towards goal.

The ball was chested down
inside the penalty area by Watch-
arapong Jun-ngam, who evaded
two defenders and deftly passed
to Issoufou, who then slotted the
football inside the near post.

The RBAC “Fighting Lions” lived
up to their nickname and put up a

fight, hoping to
break their own
“ w i n l e s s - a t -
home” spell this
season.

At last place
in the 18-team
Division One
standings and
facing the threat
of relegation,
they played like a
team with noth-
ing to lose.

 Going on the
attack, RBAC
had all of their
scoring bids

foiled by a composed Phuket de-
fense, notably goal keeper
Jonathan Matijas, who was
named man of the match for
several brilliant saves.

After the match, FC Phuket
coach Sompong Wattana said he
was pleased to finally see his boys
notch up their first road victory
of the season.

“I have to credit RBAC, who
played well. Managing to get a goal
so early in the match made play a
lot easier for us. I apologize for
the formation we used after that,
but we weren’t doing it to taunt

their side in any way,” he said.
RBAC remain the only team in

Division one not to have won a
game on their own pitch, even
though they’ve won two games
on the road.

The win gave Phuket 29 points
from seven wins, eight draws and
six losses, immediately moving them
up to 8th place, with just a slight goal
difference advantage over Saraburi
FC, who also had 29 points.

However, Phuket were pushed
right back down to 9th place on
Tuesday after Saraburi drew Thai
Honda in a scoreless match.

With at least 12 more games left
on this season’s calendar, totaling
a potential 36 points, Phuket are
20 points behind league leaders,
BBCU, 19 points behind Buriram
FC and only 10 points behind third
place Chainat FC.

 In contrast, the third-to-last
ranked team Thai Honda are only
12 points behind Phuket, followed
by Chiang Mai who trail Phuket
by 15 points, while in last place,
RBAC are 17 points back.

Thus, Phuket’s chances of be-
ing promoted to the Thai Premiere

 Bangkok FC 1 - 2
Chanthaburi

Chaing Mai 2 - 2 Buriram

Samut Prakan 2 - 3
Rajapracha

PTT Rayong 2 - 1 Air
Force Utd

Songkhla 1 - 0 Chainat

Bangkok 1 - 2
Suphanburi

JW Rangsit 1 - 3 BBCU

RBAC 0 – 1 Phuket

Thai Honda 0 – 0
Saraburi

DIVISION
ONE RESULTS:

League or even relegated back down
to the Division Two regional leagues
are not yet set in stone.

League play will break for the
coming two weekends, giving
Phuket players a break after seven
weeks on the road.

Phuket’s next league match is
scheduled against 6th-placed
Bangkok United, to be held on
Saturday, September 10 at Surakul
Stadium in Phuket.

Check page 44 of the Phuket
Gazette for Toyota Cup news.

After 10 winless away games, FC Phuket traveled to Bangkok
to face RBAC in what would be their first victory on the road.

“The curse is
broken! The players’
confidence will surely

come back now...
When they [FC

Phuket] are up against
stronger teams, they
have shown they can
bring up the tempo

and win.”
– Anuwat “Ball”, FC

Phuket fan

Phuket forward Kone Adama (left) contends for possession against RBAC defender Eric Fredy Zambo Noah.
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Best of times at the
Irish Times Regatta

NECK IN NECK: Scott Duncanson and his crew on Som Tam Express. Photo: Leslie Hand

FRESH from winning the national Platu
championships off Jomtien, Pattaya, ear-
lier this month, Scott Duncanson returned
to Phuket in fine form to win the first race
of the Irish Times Series in Chalong Bay
last Sunday.

The seven-race series, run by the Ao
Chalong Yacht Club (ACYC), forms the
second half of the 2011 ACYC Keel Boat
and Multihull Club Championship.

Points from the Irish Times series will
be amassed with scores gained under the
Victron Energy series held in the first half
of the year to determine the overall winner
for each class for the year.

Duncanson and his crew on Som Tam
Express extended their overall lead by beating
fellow Racing class contender Linda, with
owner-skipper Jack Christensen at the helm.

Regular racers Sidewinder, Nina, The
Frog and Da Vinci along with first-time
ACYC regatta entrant Zhuka formed the
fleet in the Multihull class.

Light winds from the northeast and east
– unseasonal for Phuket this time of year –
offered the conditions for yachts to negoti-
ate the course up to the Ao Makham mark
under a clear blue sky followed by upwind-
downwind legs marked by buoys.

Although most yachts were able to round
the course up in reasonable times, several
didn’t finish.

Sidewinder with owner-skipper Alan
Carwardine on board claimed top honors
in the Multihull class, followed by Nina and
The Frog.

First-time ACYC racer Richard Eyre on
his catamaran Zhuka placed fourth, fol-
lowed by Bruce Issell on Da Vinci.

Although following a
shorter course, Iruvai
and Chetak in the
Cruising course were
forced to finish the
race under power to
cross the finish line.
Both scored DNFs
(“Did Not Finish”).

All are welcome to
join ACYC Sunday sail-
ing races, regardless of
experience. For more
details of Club racing, ccontact Scott
Duncanson on 081-958 6879.

The series is open to all keel yachts and
multihulls with an overall length greater than

six meters. Eligible boats may enter by com-
pleting an entry form on each race day and
by paying the racing nomination fee to the
Race Officer or appointed ACYC rep-

resentative.
There is no entry fee

for boats. Crew fees
are 200 baht per per-
son for ACYC mem-
bers, 300 baht for non-
members. Crew fees
include a post race
buffet.

Overall series prizes
for first, second and
third place in each class
are awarded. Individual

race prizes are awarded to podium finish-
ers on race day pending the number of
entries.

– Phuket Gazette

Points from the Irish
Times series will be
amassed with scores

gained under the
Victron Energy series
held in the first half of
the year to determine

the overall winner.

Race 2 – September 4

Race 3 – September 18

Race 4 – October 2

Race 5 – October 16

Race 6 – October 30

Race 7 – November 6

A DELEGATION from the Indonesian Min-
istry of Culture and Tourism recently held
a reception for about 200 Phuket residents
at Ao Chalong Yacht Club (ACYC).

The move was part of the ministry’s
strategy to revive and promote tourism in
Aceh Province, the hardest hit landfall of
the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami.

The ministry has identified yachting as
a key element in its strategy, and the open
invitation to Phuket residents to join the
event was focused on raising awareness
of the beauty and tranquility of the rela-
tively undiscovered region as well as
promoting entries for the inaugural
Sabang International Regatta, ACYC Com-
modore Grenville Fordham explained.

The Sabang Regatta kicks off in Phuket
with a pre-regatta dinner on September 13,
followed by a rally to Langkawi before rac-
ing across to, and around, Sabang until
September 25.

“We’re delighted to have been selected
to host this party,” said Mr Fordham.

“An advance team from the Indonesian
Tourism Ministry scouted all possible ven-
ues on the island, including all the marinas,
and we convinced them that ACYC was
the best choice.”

Unlike other regattas in Thailand, entry
to the Sabang event – which is open to sail
and power boats – is free, includes 10 nights
of cocktail parties and dinners, and offers
cash prizes to winners.

The Indonesian authorities are waiving
fees for the Cruising Permit (CAIT), Tem-
porary Import Bond and Visas on Arrival –
and are even offering participants free fuel,
he continued.

“This puts us on the map as a ‘grown-
up’ yacht club, the heart of yachting in
Phuket and the perfect venue for major
events,” said Mr Fordham.

Indonesian
Tourism Ministry’s

Sabang regatta
set to sail

REMAINING IRISH TIMES
REGATTA RACES:

Aceh dancing was on show at the reception.
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JARAY Jearanai, a marketing ex-
ecutive with Laguna Holiday Club,
has qualified for the Ironman 70.3
and full Ironman World Champi-
onships, becoming the first Thai
national to compete at these events.

After taking part in his first
Ironman 70.3 at Laguna Phuket
last year, Jaray was sponsored by
the hotel group when he competed
in the Philippine’s Ironman 70.3
on August 14.

His inspiring performance there
earned the 31-year-old a fifth place
finish in his age group and 29th
overall, snagging him slots in the
Ironman 70.3 World Championship
in Las Vegas, Nevada, USA on Sep-
tember 11 as well as the Ford
Ironman World Championships,
which will be contested in Kailua-
Kona in Hawaii on October 7.

Laguna staffer
aiming for World
Ironman Champ

Jaray clocked a time of four
hours 46 minutes and 41 seconds,
beating out much of the 700
strong field to claim the qualify-
ing slots, which are highly coveted
by amateur and professional ath-
letes around the world.

A full Ironman consists of a 3.8
kilometer swim, 180.2km bike ride
and a 42.1km marathon. The
World Championship at the end of
each year is considered the sport’s
“Holy Grail”.

“I trained hard for the Philip-
pines Ironman 70.3 but I was
really surprised to finish so well
and get the Ironman World Cham-
pionship slot,” Jaray said.

“It’s always been my ambition
to compete in a full Ironman. I just
didn’t expect my first one to be
the World Championship, compet-

ing against the best triathletes in
the world.

“I’m absolutely thrilled and hon-
ored to be able to participate in such
a massive event,” he exclaimed.

With Jaray’s progression since
his first triathlon appearance at the
2007 Laguna Phuket Triathlon, he
stands every chance of shining
against the world’s best athletes.

He first took up running and
cycling eight years ago, later add-
ing swimming to his fitness regime

In 2010, he placed third in his
age group in the Laguna Phuket
International Marathon and was
then the second placed Thai ath-
lete in the Laguna Phuket Triathlon
later that year. It was a busy and
fruitful year as he went on to be-
come the first Thai finisher in his
first Ironman 70.3 Asia-Pacific

Championship at Laguna.
During his preparation for com-

petition, Jaray had the opportunity
to train with triathlon legend
Jürgen Zäck, the record-breaking
eight-time Ironman winner, in his
Triathlon Academy at Thanyapura
Sports & Leisure Club in Phuket.
Jaray spends up to five hours per
day training.

Jaray is sponsored by Laguna
Phuket and supported by the Thai
Ocean Venture seafood export

company and You Can bicycle
shop in Bang Tao.

“It’s amazing to achieve this
opportunity to take part in not one,
but two World Championships and
I’ll be giving all my best efforts,”
Jaray said.

“It also makes me very proud
to represent my country at this
level and I hope I can inspire more
Thai athletes to get involved in the
great sport of triathlon,” he added.

– Michael DesPortes

LOCAL: Jaray is the first Thai to compete in the Ironman championships.

By Janpen Upatising

A GROUP of cycling enthusiasts –
braving terrain and the elements to
bike a 7,500 kilometer journey
spread across 12 legs, 116 days and
seven countries – made their sched-
uled stop in Phuket on Monday.

In the 10 days since setting off
from Hat Yai, the riders had already
seen Songkhla, Penang in Malay-
sia, Satun, Trang, Krabi and Phang
Nga.

About 40 cyclists arrived in
Phuket and despite the cloudy skies
and rain that followed, displayed an
energetic resolve to ride in honor
of His Majesty the King Bhumibol
Adulyadej’s 84th birthday on De-
cember 5, the day their trip is
scheduled to end in Bangkok.

Phuket’s own Kritanat Sup-
antakij, the deputy governor of
Cherng Talay Administration Orga-
nization (OrBorTor), participated in
the ride from Hat Yai to Phuket.

“This is a project by Mekong
Bike Club based in North Thailand.
About 40 bikers entered Phuket for
this leg of the journey but the num-
ber will change. There are about
10 people who will be riding for
the whole 116 days from start to
finish,” Mr Kritanat explained.

“I rode from Hat Yai to Penang
and then back to Satun. The at-
mosphere along the route was
great. Officers in Malaysia were
very helpful to us,” he added.

Participants, who came from all
over Thailand, showed that age was

Going the distance
not a factor despite the challenge of
completing such long rides.

“I have been riding bicycles
for eight years. This time I
wanted to ride in honor of his His
Majesty... I wish to ride in every
leg of this event, but it also de-
pends on my body condition too,”
Sanong Suan-ake, 70, from
Petchaboon said. He was riding
with an image of Thailand’s re-
vered monarch attached to the
back of his bicycle.

Pongmanee Phromsanpang,
60, from Nan said that he was
riding for HM the King and to pro-
mote the health benefits of
cycling, also explaining that he
had met many new friends dur-
ing the journey.

Their Phuket visit lasted a couple
of days, and began with a small re-
ception at the Phuket Gateway,
where snacks and refreshments
were enjoyed. After a lunch in
Cherng Talay on Monday, Tuesday
was spent riding to viewpoints and
attractions around the island. The
group embarked on an early morn-
ing departure from Saphan Hin on
Wednesday.

The riders are now venturing
north, to Chiang Mai before leav-
ing the country and making their
way through Myanmar, China,
Laos, Vietnam and Cambodia.

Mr Kritanat encouraged people
to join the ride, even if it was only
for a small portion of it.

“Just bring your own bicycle
and join us,” he said.

Cycling 7,500kms for His Majesty the King

HIGH MORALE: The currently 40-strong team stopped in Phuket on Monday.10 people will ride for 116 days.
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Looking for a place to stay?
See more classified ads at www.phuketgazette.net

THE Phuket Provincial Adminis-
tration Organization (PPAO) held
its 2011 Schools’ Student Games
on Tuesday at Surakul Stadium.

A total of 1,500 youth ath-
letes from five PPAO schools
competed in the all-day event
which comprised two sports:
Petanque (Petong) and Track
Running. Petanque age catego-
ries ranged from 12 to 18 years
old, while Track Running –
both single and relay varieties –
included age categories from
four to 18 years old.

When the final counts tallied,
it was Muang Phuket School
who raked home the most med-
als by a far margin. Following
is the total medal count.

Muang Phuket School won
52 gold, 40 silver and 24 bronze
medals.

Baan Nabon School got 29
gold, 28 silver and 21 bronze
medals. And Baan Talad-Nue
School, 17 gold, 32 silver and 41
bronze medals

Baan Mai Riab School got 14

Muang Phuket School takes
gold in PPAO Youth Games

gold, seven silver and 15 bronze
medals, while Satit Ruampattana
School got no gold, no silver and
one bronze medal.

PPAO President Paiboon
Upatising, chaired the opening
ceremony which climaxed with
a well-choreographed parade.

“I would like to see all the
young athletes let today be a les-
son to take your successes and
apply them towards success in
the future,” he said to the par-
ticipants.

Six goal thriller
FC PHUKET’S hopes of advanc-
ing to the final four of the 2011
Toyota League Cup were
squashed Wednesday night by
Division 2 upstarts Pattalung FC.
The wild game ended in a 3-3 ex-
tra time draw, with Pattalung win-
ning on aggregate 4-3.

The pressure was on for the
Southern Sea Kirin in their first home
match in seven weeks, fueled by a
crowd of about 8,000 anxious fans
welcoming Phuket back in a high-
stakes homecoming.

Pattalung had their own cheer-
ing section, a squad of about an
eighth the size of the home teams’
crowd.

After taking the home leg 1-0 a
week ago, it was clear that the sec-
ond division “Swiftlets” were not
going to cede their advantage.

It was Phuket’s Watcharapong
Jun-ngam who opened the score
in the 43rd minute with a charge
to the left post to take his side up
1-0 into the half.

Coming into the second half,
Phuket needed just one deal-seal-
ing goal, but a hungrier

Phattalung side knew that a
single goal would instantly turn
the odds in their favor.

Phuket goalkeeper Jonathan
Matijas made several brilliant saves
to the enthusiastic hoorah of the
home crowd, keeping the score 1-
0 to the end of regulation time.

Extra time saw five more goals
scored.

Pattalung’s next big test will
come when they face premier
league side and reigning Toyota
League 2010 champs Thai Port
FC. The fixture date has yet to be
announced.

Despite a three all draw, Pattalung FC will advance to the semifinals.

Kids show off their medals.
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