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Tsunami towers
‘unsound’: Locals

B30mn of cocaine seized in airport arrests

By Atchaa Khamlo

OFFICIALS in Bangkok say all 19
tsunami warning towers in Phuket
are operational and functioning
correctly, yet some local residents
say they haven’t heard the sirens
sound for months.

The towers are supposed to be
tested by a playing of the national
anthem at regularly-scheduled
times twice a month.

But Siriprapa Auychai, a 29-
year-old masseuse who works at
the south end of Patong Beach,
told the Gazette that no one she
knows has heard the tower near
the bridge at the south end of the
beach sound since about Decem-
ber last year.

“Actually, the towers need to
be taken care of and need to be
cleaned. They are located near the
beach, where they are prone to
rust – but they are just being left,”
she said.

The other two towers along
Patong Beach appear to be oper-
ating normally, however.

A lounge chair operator work-
ing near the police box at the end
of Bangla Road said he heard the
anthem played on schedule on May

1, while two motorbike taxi driv-
ers in front of Kalim School
confirmed they heard the tower
at the nearby Sunset Beach resort
sound at the same time.

Down in Karon, people report
hearing a variety of sounds emit-
ted from the tsunami warning
tower in front of the Hilton Phuket
Arcadia Resort & Spa Hotel, in-
cluding the sound of crackling
static.

Taxi drivers in front of the
tower, one of two in Karon, said
it had been months since they
heard a recognizable noise from
the tower.

“The last time we heard the
national anthem played from the
tower was about two months
ago,” said Udomporn Jaipiang, 39.

“Sometimes I hear noises com-
ing from the speakers that sound
like an electrical short circuit in-
side,” he added.

“So we just keep an eye on sea
instead to see if a tsunami is actu-
ally coming,” he added.

The other warning tower in
Karon, located near Karon Park
near the Nong Harn Lake, also
appears worse for wear.

“The speaker is rusty. I’ve
heard that officials will fix it, but
I haven’t seen any of them yet,”
said one beach guard.

Despite these accounts, officials
deny the warning towers are in
need of repair.

San Jantharawong, chief of the
Department of Disaster Prevention
and Mitigation (DDPM-Phuket)
that is responsible for maintaining
the towers, told the Gazette, “The

LITTLE FIGHTER
Phuket babe Tuptim is back on the island after a year-long
battle to stay alive. Now her parents and close friends look
forward to rebuilding their lives together. Photo: Dean Noble
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By Atchaa Khamlo
and Steven Layne

SIX kilograms of cocaine were seized by
officers in two separate arrests at Phuket
International Airport this week.

Swiss national Peter Balmer, 47, was
arrested on Monday after being found in
possession four kilos of cocaine in the form
of “black cocaine” mats.

In the second bust, about 11pm Tues-
day night, Thai national Pimpisa “Ja”
Piangyotha, 39, was nabbed by officers with
two kilos of pure cocaine in her luggage.
She was reportedly bound for Bangkok.

Lt Col Prawit Engchuan of Phuket City

Police said of-
ficers were
tipped off by
an unnamed
informant that
a large drug
shipment from
South America
was expected
to arrive in
Thailand via
Phuket Airport
this week.

City police then coordinated with airport
immigration and customs officers, along
with officers from Tah Chat Chai. All were

on high alert, he said.
Phuket Provincial Police Commander

Pekad Tantipong said police believe the two
suspects were part of the same network.

However, Balmer and Pimpisa claimed
not to know each other before their arrest.

Balmer told the Gazette that he didn’t
know the “black stuff” was cocaine until
the police told him.

He arrived at Phuket airport about 4pm.
Customs officers became suspicious after
scanning his luggage. A thorough inspec-
tion revealed the two black sheets of
cocaine, each weighing two kilos, concealed
in the sides of his suitcase.

Pimpisa also claimed ignorance. She told

the Gazette that a friend she identified only
as “Mike”, a black man she barely knew
and met only six months earlier, sponsored
her a two-week holiday to Brazil, covering
all expenses. He gave her US$2,000 spend-
ing money, she said.

On the day of her return, a Brazilian
friend of Mike placed a bag into her lug-
gage to be delivered to Mike when she
returned to Bangkok, she said.

Officers said the drugs from both busts
had a combined street wholesale value of
20 million baht.

At going rates, the combined haul had a
maximum street retail value of 33mn baht,
they added.

Peter Balmer

Locals in Karon say they haven’t
heard the warning tower in front of
the Hilton sound off for months.

Continued on page 2
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THE project to install power and
telecommunications cables under-
ground along the Karon beach-
front is causing accidents on an
almost daily basis, local residents
have told the Phuket Gazette.

“Most of the victims are for-
eigners on motorbikes who are not
used to the road,” said one female
local taxi driver.

The dangerous strip, about two
meters wide, stretches more than
three kilometers along the
beachfront.

“We receive complaints every
day from both local residents and
hotels as they don’t know what is
going on,” Karon Mayor Tawee
Tongcham told the Gazette.

“The project is to install all tele-
communication and power cables
underground, but it involves many
different organizations, such as
TT&T, TOT, CAT and cable TV
companies.

“These companies do not have
the budgets for their parts of the
project available at the same time,”
he said.

Each time one of the compa-
nies finally has the budget
available, municipal workers have
to dig the road up again to install
that company’s cables, he said.

“Most recently, CAT and TOT
asked us to dig up the road to put
their wires underground,” Mayor
Thawee said.

“Right now, power cables and
water supply pipes are already

underground, but we’re waiting
for the telecommunication wires
to be installed,” he added.

The bad news for motorists is
that the road will not be paved until
all the cables have been installed,
the mayor said.

That is not likely to happen be-
fore June, when the project is
scheduled for competion, he
added. – Atchaa Khamlo

By Janpen Upatising

POLICE have yet to make any
arrests in the investigation into the
death of Japanese tourist Hitomi
Shibata, Chalong Police Duty Of-
ficer Attawat Suwannarat con-
firmed this week

“We have not arrested or
pressed charges against anyone as
we still have to question the boat
driver and the crew about what
happened first,” said Lt Attawat,
who is leading the investigation.

Lt Attawat said Miss Shibata,
and the friend she was diving with,
booked a diving course with a
company in Japan that sold tours
affiliated through global tourism
operator Kon Tiki.

However, after arriving in
Phuket, the couple’s dive tour
booking was transferred to a lo-
cal operator as the dive tour

Investigation continues
into tourist diver’s death

Hitomi Shibata was killed when a
boat propeller struck her face
during a dive tour.

originally offered was full, he ex-
plained.

Miss Shibata, her friend and
their dive instructor were placed
on board the boat Aqua Art 3,

belonging to local company Ma-
rine Project, along with about 20
other divers, he added.

The three were diving at a depth
of about 12 meters at Ao Kluay
(“Banana Bay”) off Koh Racha Noi
when the accident happened, Lt
Attawat said.

“The dive instructor said Hitomi
suddenly started floating toward
the surface because she acciden-
tally pressed a switch on her suit,
which let air into the suit,” he said.

“She died instantly when her
head was hit by the propeller of the
boat, which was moving slowly to
pick up groups of divers,” he
added.

“Her body was transferred to a
speedboat and rushed back to
Chalong Pier, arriving at 2:30pm.
It was then taken Vachira Phuket
Hospital for further examination,”
he said.

Tsunami warning towers:
The sound of silence

From page 1

warning towers are tested by play-
ing the national anthem on the 1st

and 16th of every month.
“The towers still work. We

have not received any reports oth-
erwise, not from our own officers
or from local authorities or from
local residents.”

Chief San added that the Na-
tional Disaster Warning Center
(NDWC), which is responsible for
issuing tsunami warnings, has
confirmed that all 19 warning tow-
ers in the six Andaman provinces
were operational.

NDWC Director Somsak

Khaosuwan told the Gazette, “We
have not received any complaints
about the warning towers, which
we regularly inspect.”

However, he added that the
alarm currently used by the tow-
ers sounds the same as an
ambulance siren or other emer-
gency vehicle.

“This might confuse people, so
we will change the alarm so
people will instantly recognize
what it is,” he said.

Director Somsak urged anyone
who notices a tsunami warning
tower in need of repair to report it
by calling the NDWC hotline Tel:
192.
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Pirate raids
net 11 vendors,
B6mn in goods

Light rail investors
eye regional links

Old Town ‘wireless’ by November

Local candidates line up

Raewat Areerob

The ugly cables are to be buried by November. Photo: Pimwara Choksakulpan

Jirayus Songyos Saman Kebsap

By Pimwara Choksakulpan

RAEWAT Areerob of the Democrat
Party has announced he will con-
test the “Phuket 2” constituency in
the July 3 national elections.

The Phuket 2 constituency cov-
ers more than half of the island
and includes Thalang District,
Kathu District and Koh Kaew and
Rassada subdistricts in Muang
District.

Contesting the Phuket 2 con-
stituency against Mr Raewat will
be Jirayus Songyos for the Bhum
Jai Thai Party, which opened its
Phuket office near the Heroines’
Monument in Thalang last Thurs-
day.

Mr Jirayus is FC Phuket man-
ager and a consultant to Phuket
Provincial Administration Organi-
zation (OrBorJor) President
Paiboon Upatising.

Mr Raewat also confirmed that
fellow Democrat Tossaporn

Thepabutr will not be contesting
the seat for the Phuket 1 constitu-
ency, which covers the rest of the
island.

Mr Tossaporn is the husband
of Anchalee Vanich Thepabutr,
who was Secretary General to the
Prime Minister before Parliament
was dissolved on Monday.

Asked who will contest the

THE latest delegation to approach
Phuket Governor Tri Augkara-
dacha with ideas for Phuket’s
light-rail project on Monday high-
lighted the need for developing
transport links with other prov-
inces.

“If the routes in Phuket are
linked with routes in other prov-
inces, rather than only focusing
on light rail within Phuket, it can
be a profitable investment,” said
independent investor liaison
Pranom Phuangkanok.

Mrs Pranom, representing
Bangkok-based developer Roong-
wadee Construction 1991 Co Ltd,
headed the delegation that met
Governor Tri to discuss develop-
ing a light-rail system in Phuket.

Mrs Pranom explained to the
Gazette that she is acting as fa-
cilitator between Roongwadee
Construction and Chinese inves-
tors ready to fund the project.

She is also involved in a project
to develop light-rail links between
Surat Thani and Phang Nga prov-
inces, Mrs Pranom said.

Governor Tri said the Chinese
investors had already transferred

US$100 million into a Thai bank
to show they are prepared to in-
vest in Phuket’s light rail project.

However, Roongwadee has re-
quested 15 days to perform a
thorough assessment of the
Phuket light-rail project as they
said the information currently
available was not detailed enough
to propose to the investors ready
to fund the project, he noted.

If the Chinese investors agree
to go ahead and fund the project,
investors and engineers will be
invited to Phuket for further dis-
cussions.

“If everything goes well, I will
move to have a draft contract
drwan up,” Gov Tri added.

– Janpen Upatising

MUNICIPAL workers will start
pulling down power poles lining
the streets of Thalang, Dibuk and
Theprasattri Roads in the heart of
Old Phuket Town by November,
if all goes according to plan,
Phuket City Mayor Somjai
Suwansupapana recently an-
nounced.

Speaking at a meeting at Phuket
City Municipality offices last Fri-
day, Mayor Somjai said that stage
two of the project to install un-
derground all power and
telecommunication cables in Old
Phuket Town was ready to begin.

Phuket City Municipality has
held two public hearings seeking
feedback from local residents, she
said.

So far the feedback has been
positive, with most people living
in the area satisfied with the
project, Mayor Somjai said.

Stage II is budgeted to cost
39,740,900 baht, comprising
26,476,600 baht from the Provin-
cial Electricity Authority (PEA)

and 13,264,300 baht from Phuket
City Municipality.

The project also requires in-
volvement from TOT, CAT and
TT&T as telecom cables belong-
ing to those companies will also
be installed underground, said
Mayor Somjai.

Work will start with the PEA

burying cables along Dibuk Road
in June, with Krabi Road, Phuket
Road and part of Thepkrasattri
Road next in line.

“The work to be done will be
much like that already conducted
along Thalang Road,” Mayor
Somjai said.

– Chutharat Plerin

Gov Tri (left) with Mrs Pranom.

Phuket 1 seat, Mr Raewat said,
“More time is needed to determine
the appropriate person.”

Contesting the Phuket 2 con-
stituency for the Pheu Thai Party
will be Saman Kebsap.

Pheu Thai Party Southern re-
gion leader Pichet Sathirachawal
declared Mr Saman’s candidacy
for Phuket 2 at the opening of Mr

Saman’s office, located opposite
Thalang Hospital, on Tuesday.

A Phuket native originally from
Patong, Mr Saman runs real es-
tate business with offices in
Patong and Rawai.

Mr Saman is also deputy direc-
tor of the Pheu Thai Andaman
Operations Center, which is based
in Phuket.

RAIDS on shops selling pirated
DVDs and CDs in Patong last
week ended with 11 arrests and
evidence worth up to 6 million
baht seized.

Led by Royal Thai Police As-
sistant Commissioner-General Lt
Gen Krisada Pankongcheun, the
raids targeted 13 shops, some
along the beach road and others
at OTOP Plaza on Rat-U-Thit 200
Pi Road.

Accompanied by Provincial
Police and representatives of the
company with the copyright for
the products, the officers came
with 13 search warrants.

The operators of two stores
evaded arrest.

Many of the stores had “secret
rooms” with remotely locked
doors, police said.

– Yodsak Jarana
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Phuket Governor to
remarry ‘Baba style’

A PHOTOGRAPH allegedly show-
ing a flying saucer in the sky above
the mountains of Chiang Mai is
causing a stir in this northern prov-
ince, with more superstitious resi-
dents claiming the UFO is a warn-
ing of impending natural disaster.

Manun Meksuwan, 33, who
took the picture, told Daily News
that on May 6 he and some friends
went on a trip to Samerng District,
an area of mountainous jungle.

They stopped at a point on the
Samerng-Mae Rim Road to enjoy
the view. Mr Manun took three
pictures one after the other, he
said.

There was nothing out of the
ordinary in the first two pictures.
But when he looked at the third,
he was shocked to see some-

UFO sighting
signals disaster

thing strange in the sky over the
mountains.

Mr Manun said he was sure the
thing was a UFO. He said it
couldn’t have been an earth-based
flight as it was too high in the air.

He also dismissed the possibil-
ity that it was a helicopter or plane,
because there was no sound of
engines in the air.

The picture has become a sen-
sation after being forwarded from
friend to friend via email.

– Daily News

POLICE last Friday presented a
man who has allegedly confessed
to committing no less than seven
break-ins in Phuket Town recently.

One of the homes robbed was
that of Capt Thapakorn Hanu-mard,
who is the assistant to Phuket Po-
lice Commander Pekad Tantipong.

Capt Thapakorn’s house is lo-
cated directly opposite Phuket City
Police Station in a police apart-
ment block.

Police said they arrested Uthai
Suandokmai, 33, at his rented
room in Phuket Town, on May 5.

In his room they found many
items identified as stolen, includ-
ing the keys to Phuket Provincial
Police headquarters and to Capt
Thapakorn’s car.

In tracking down Uthai, officers
identified a laptop computer for sale
at KPP mobile that was listed as sto-
len, for which the receipt was issued
to the suspect, said police.

Police said Uthai confessed to
seven counts of burglary.

He targeted houses with no one

Burglar caught with
keys to police HQ

home and stole only valuables that
could be easily carried away and eas-
ily converted to cash, police said.

Uthai needed money to buy
drugs, police said.

He reportedly took about five
to 10 ya bah (methamphetamine)
pills a day (300 baht each) and one
“dose” of ya ice (crystal meth) a

day (4,000 baht per gram), police
quoted him as saying.

Police added that Uthai previ-
ously served 18 months in jail for
buying a stolen motorcycle.

He was charged for the seven
break-and-enter crimes he con-
fessed to, said police.

– Pimwara Choksakulpan

BURGLED: Commander Pekad (left) and Capt Thapakorn survey items
allegedly stolen by Uthai (seated).

The evidence. Photo: The Nation

PHUKET Governor Tri
Augkaradacha and his wife
Nalinee will renew their wedding
vows as part of a Baba
Pernanakan (Straits Chinese) mass
wedding ceremony in June.

The news was announced on
May 9, when Gov Tri met a del-
egation from the Thai Peranakan
Association led by its President Dr
Kosol Tang-Uthai.

During the meeting, which fo-
cused on details of the upcoming
“3rd Baba Wedding 2011”, Dr
Kosol popped the question to Gov
Tri: Would he and his wife join the
festival and renew their wedding
vows?

The governor gave his nod.
Dr Kosol explained that the

event, to be held on June 10 and
11, had already gained the support
of the Tourism Authority of Thai-
land (TAT) office in Phuket.

The first day will be spent as
an orientation session for couples
taking part.

On the morning of June 11, the
couples will gather at the
Governor’s Mansion on Narison
Road in Phuket Town, where they
will start their parade through the
streets in full Baba Peranakan
wedding attire.

The colorful procession will
then travel along Thalang Road,
ending at Thai Hua Museum at
noon.

In the evening, wedding cel-
ebrations will be held at Hongyok
Mansion on Thepkrasattri Road.

The two venues were chosen
as both mansions exemplify Sino-
Portuguese style, Dr Kosol said.

Packages for couples to be wed

during the festival cost 50,000
baht, including a one-night stay at
the Phuket Merlin Hotel on June
10, the wedding ceremony, wed-
ding attire and a “honeymoon
stay” on June 11 at a beach resort
yet to be determined, he added.

“Six couples, including Thais
and foreigners, have already reg-
istered to take part.

“We expect between 10 to 15
couples in total,” Dr Kosol said.

More information will be re-
leased at an official press
conference on June 1, he added.

“This is not for money. We
want to preserve Phuket culture,”
Dr Kosol affirmed.

Any couples interested in join-
ing the mass wedding are asked
to call the Thai Peranakan Asso-
ciation at 076-224316, the TAT
Phuket Office at 076-212213, Dr
Kosol at 081-8927014 or Thai
Peranakan Association Vice Presi-
dent Asst Prof Pranee
Sakulpipatana at 081-6933576.

Last year’s event was a success.
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By Pimwara Choksakulpan

THIRTY Phuket sea gypsies re-
cently took the first step in the
daunting process of applying for
Thai citizenship.

Their plight as stateless people
was was one of many issues
raised during a May 4 meeting at
Phuket Provincial Hall.

Chaired by Vice Governor
Weerawat Janpen, the gathering
was intended to discuss ways to
preserve sea gypsies’ traditional
lifestyles in a rapidly changing
world.

Providing some background,
Rawai sea gypsy representative
Niran Yangpan said a list of 80 sea
gypsies seeking citizenship was
submitted to Phuket Provincial
Office in a naturalization process
that began in 1994.

When the process ceased in
2009, there were still 16 Rawai sea
gypsies on the list, he said.

Urging all relevant government
offices to work together to resume
the process, Mr Niran asked those
present to consider the difficulties
stateless people experience on a
daily basis.

“Without an ID card, they don’t
have the right to medical treatment

in government hospitals, nor can
they apply for jobs.

“Some poor sea gypsies died
penniless waiting for their ID
cards, and after they died it was
impossible [for their relatives] to
request a coffin for them from
any public foundation,” he said.

A representative of the Phuket
Provincial Cultural Office said there
was a total 30 Phuket sea gypsies
without ID cards, the 16 from
Rawai and 14 more from Sapam.

Sumran Yukunthorn, deputy chief
of the Phuket Provincial Office Ad-
ministration Group, is responsible
for overseeing the effort to get the
sea gypsies ID cards.

He told the Phuket Gazette a
week after the meeting that he had
already submitted the list of 30
names to Muang District Office
along with a request to proceed
with the approval process.

“The Muang District Registrar
will question each applicant, rel-
evant witnesses and consider all the
submitted documents before sub-
mission to the Ministry of Interior.

“It might take some time since
this is a national security issue,”
said Mr Sumran, adding that he
would update progress on the mat-
ter every month.

A long quest for identity
Phuket’s stateless sea gypsies inch forward in their decades-long struggle to become Thai citizens

A NEW WORLD: Semi-nomadic sea gypsies are facing ‘sedentary’ challenges.
Photo: Stephen Michael Fein

THE National Environment Board,
chaired by Prime Minister Abhisit
Vejjajiva, has approved the Envi-
ronmental Impact Assessment
(EIA) report for the Koh Klong
Pee road to traverse mangroves
on the edge of Phuket Town.

The decision was made at a
meeting at Parliament House on
May 4, announced Phuket City
Municipality Mayor Somjai
Suwansupapana.

At the meeting, PM Abhisit was
informed that the estimated bud-
get for the project was 185 million
baht, Mayor Somjai said.

The project aims to build a 600-
meter road connecting Saphan Hin
to Sakdidet Road, with an elevated
section spanning over mangroves.

The next step for the project is
to present the EIA report to the
Cabinet so it can decide whether
or not to allow the project to go
ahead despite its national ban on
mangrove encroachment instituted
on July 23, 1991.

The blanket ban on mangrove
encroachment allows one excep-
tion: projects deemed to be “for
public benefit”.

‘Mangrove’
road one

step closer

WORK on Phuket’s second solid
waste incinerator is nearly half-
complete. When finished, the fa-
cility will house the highest ca-
pacity trash-to-electricity plant
in the country, Phuket City offi-
cials say.

The news follows a progress
meeting on Tuesday attended by
Tawarat Sutabutr, deputy direc-
tor of the Department of
Alternative Energy Development
and Efficiency (DEDE); Phuket
Mayor Somjai Suwansupapana;
and Prachoom Suriya, head of
the municipality’s environmental
division.

Mr Tawarat said the Ministry
of Energy would buy the power

New incinerator ‘half-finished’

produced by the gasification fa-
cility, which is costing about 100
million baht to build.

Work on the plant is about 45
per cent complete. When finished,
its two burners will be capable of

incinerating 700 tons of solid
waste per day, he said.

However, the completed
project will not mark the end of
Phuket’s solid waste management
problem.

“The amount of solid waste
produced in Phuket has increased
to 570 tons per day, a seven per
cent increase over the last year.
The capacity of the existing incin-
erator is only 250 tons per day,”
Mayor Somjai said.

The remainder continues to pile
up in the landfill behind the
project.

Work on the project is sched-
uled for completion next year.

– MCOT/The Nation

Man found dead in water well
PHUKET Police are treating as an
apparent suicide the drowning
death of an elderly man whose
body was found at the bottom of
a water well last Friday.

Thalang Police were notified of
the tragedy by residents of Ban Nai
Khlam in Cherng Talay, many of
whom were gathered around the
well by the time police and
Kusoldharm Foundation rescue
workers arrived.

Thalang Police duty officer

Yosaphat Suwannasit identified the
deceased as local resident Sutham
Douangrat, age 65.

Relatives told police that before
he went missing a day earlier, Mr
Yosaphat had told them he was
under stress from a variety of
physical ailments.

Resuming their search for him
Friday morning, they found his
sandals near the well before dis-
covering his body at the bottom
under about nine meters of water.

An image of what the completed
project will look like. Image: PJT
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Army leads
post-flood
rebuilding

Soldiers from the 5th Infantry Division have already completed three of the new homes. Photo: Royal Thai Army

China trade deal moves ahead
By Gus Reynolds

REPRESENTATIVES from the
Shanghai Tourism Organization
with about other 300 Chinese will
arrive in Krabi in June following
the signing of an Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) that is ex-
pected to provide a huge tourism
boon for the province.

A trade delegation of Krabi of-
ficials and business leaders
traveled to China on April 18 to
23 to develop business and devel-
opmental ties.

Leading the delegation was
Krabi Vice Governor Uten
Tantreeboon and Chuan Phukao-
luan, Chief Development Policy

Adviser to the Krabi Governor and
a former Krabi Town Mayor.

The group of 22 traveled to the
city of Nanjing, in Jiangsu Prov-
ince, and later to Shanghai.

A SPECIAL committee to assist
flood victims is coordinating ef-
forts to rebuild and repair homes
damaged or destroyed by the
March 31 floods and landslides.

The floods and ensuing land-
slides, mostly in the Khao Phanom
Bencha area, claimed at least three
lives and displaced thousands.

The rebuilding is being rolled
out in two phases, explained
Nuntawan Prathumsuwan, an of-
ficer at the Krabi office of the
Department of Disaster Prevention
and Mitigation, told the Gazette.

“We are receiving support from
the Royal Thai Army 5th Infantry
Division and 4th Development Di-
vision. They are rebuilding homes
using plans from the govern-
ment,” said Ms Nuntawan.

“Our target for the first phase
is to finish 45 houses each month,
completing all 136 houses desig-

nated for rebuilding within three
months,” Col Nopawong Sura-
vichai, commander of the 5th

Infantry Division, told the Gazette.
“We have 45 teams, each com-

prising 10 soldiers. Three houses
have already been completed,” he
added.

The second phase of the home-
building project focuses on having
families affected by the disaster to
move from risk areas to safe
ground, said Ms Nuntawan.

“We have already received ap-
proval from Bangkok to build 59
houses as the families already have

land in safe areas on which to
build the new homes,” she said.

Families in 55 homes to be re-
built are still trying to secure land
in safe areas, said Ms Nunthawan.

“We are trying to help them
with this,” she added.

Both phases of the disaster-re-
lief project are being coordinated
by the Committee for Assistance

to Flood victims (CAF) set up by
the Krabi Governor’s Office.

“The Krabi Governor will re-
ceive disaster-relief funds from
Bangkok and he will then allocate
that money for buying construc-
tion materials. We will not be
handing out cash,” she said.

Providing extra funds to help
build the homes are the Thai Red

Cross and Thai TV Channel 3, Ms
Nuntawan said

Families receiving assistance
under the program are being allo-
cated 190,000 baht for houses for
small families of not more than
three people, 240,000 baht for
houses for families of four people
or more, she added.

– Phuket Gazette

A “Zero Waste Camp” was held
at Kasetsart University’s campus
in Neua Klong on the weekend of
April 30 to May 1 to raise aware-
ness among young Thais of the
benefits of renewable energy, re-
cycling and environmental issues.

Eighty children took part in the
program, which was co-organized
by the National Science Museum
of Bangkok and headed by cam-
pus Director Dr Sombat
Chinawong.

Youth proud to be a ‘Zero’
Dr Sombat has long champi-

oned sustainable development and
renewable energy projects
throughout southern Thailand.

The children were grouped into
teams and took part in projects
such as making biofuel from palm
tree fronds, methane fuel from
goat farm waste and bricks from
waste products.

Among the exhibitions on show
to the students were solar energy
and wind power demonstrations.

CONSTRUCTION is underway
on a new international terminal at
Krabi International Airport to
boost capacity for international
arrivals.

The new terminal, covering
7,955 square meters, is expected
to increase international passenger
throughput by 50%, up to 500 pas-
sengers per hour.

Currently, both domestic and
international services, including
immigration, customs and ticket-
ing, are all handled in the one
building.

Other improvements being
made include extra aircraft park-
ing, namely two more parking bays
for Boeing 747-400 aircraft and
four more parking bays for Boeing
737-400s.

The capacity for helicopters will
remain unchanged at two.

The expansion, which will al-
low additional international direct

Second Krabi Airport
expansion underway

flights to Krabi, and scheduled for
completion in 2012.

Krabi Airport was subject to a
huge overhaul completed in 2006
at a cost of 743 million baht.

– Gus Reynolds

The team comprised tourism,
agriculture, livestock and educa-
tion officials and representatives
from the Krabi Governor’s Office.
The team met their Chinese coun-
terparts to exchange ideas for joint
ventures and exchange programs.

An MoU was signed between
representatives of Jiangsu and
Krabi provinces and discussions
were conducted on education ex-
changes and direct flights from
Nanjing and Shanghai to Krabi.

In June, the first charter flight
will bring the 300-strong entou-
rage from China for their first visit
to Krabi. A video about Krabi will
be produced for CCTV and cov-
ered by mass media in China.

The new international passenger
terminal is scheduled to open next
year. Photo: Krabi International Airport

Nathapol Khantahiran (right),
Deputy Consul-General of the Royal
Thai Consulate-General in Shanghai
welcomes a delegation led by Krabi
vice Governor Uthen Tuntreeboon.
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Elections set for July 3
PRIME Minister Abhisit Vejjajiva
has announced the dissolution of
Parliament, paving the way for
high-stakes elections on July 3 that
many analysts expect to be the
most hotly contested Thailand has
ever seen.

Mr Abhisit described the polls
as a new beginning for the Thai
people.

“I believe this house dissolution
is the beginning for Thailand to
move forward in order to effec-
tively solve problems through
democracy.

“That’s why I did it willingly,”
he said.

The elections are expected to
be a close race between Mr
Abhisit’s Democrat Party and the
opposition Pheu Thai Party, con-
trolled by former prime minister
Thaksin Shinawatra.

Mr Abhisit’s government,
which steered Thailand’s
economy to 7.8 per cent growth
last year despite some heavy po-
litical turbulence, has
nevertheless been dogged by
claims it lacks legitimacy.

The current coalition, led by the
Democrat Party, was stitched to-
gether in December 2008,
allegedly under pressure from the
military, following controversial
judicial decisions that dissolved
two parties associated with Mr
Thaksin.

A sense of injustice resulting
from those decisions – and likely
financial support from Mr
Thaksin – led to the growth of the
anti-government red shirt move-
ment, which staged weeks of
protests last year to demand Mr
Abhisit dissolve Parliament.

The army forcefully dissolved
the protests on May 19 in a bloody
crackdown. At least 92 people died
during the demonstrations amid
claims the army shot unarmed
protesters. Armed elements
among the protesters, the so-

called black shirts, have also been
blamed for provoking the troops.

Critics claim the red shirt
movement and Pheu Thai are
merely vehicles aimed at bringing
Mr Thaksin back to power.

The former telecoms billionaire,
who was ousted by a military coup
in 2006, lives in self-exile abroad
to escape a graft conviction.

Those claims gained traction
recently when it emerged that Mr
Thaksin’s younger sister, Yingluck
Shinawatra, is likely to become the
Pheu Thai Party’s candidate for
prime minister in the polls.

Mrs Yingluck, who has no po-
litical experience of her own,
applied for inclusion on the Pheu
Thai Party’s party list on Tues-
day.

Analysts say Mrs Yingluck’s
candidacy may be a double-edged
sword.

The attractive businesswoman
might prove an attractive alterna-
tive to the handsome,
Oxford-educated Mr Abhisit.

Other voters could be put off
by her association with Mr
Thaksin, who remains a highly di-
visive figure.

Most observers believe it un-
likely either Pheu Thai or the
Democrats will win the 250 seats
in the House of Representatives
that would give them a majority.

That will set the stage for po-
litical horse-trading with smaller
parties. With claims that the mili-
tary is still attempting to influence
politics continuing to resonate,
few believe the polls will bring an
end to the political turbulence of
the past five years.

Campaigning Pheu Thai MP shot in politically-motivated attack
IN A shocking start to the election cam-
paign that left observers wondering whether
worse was to come, opposition MP Pracha
Prasopdee was shot and wounded by gun-
men on a motorcycle in Samut Prakan on
Tuesday.

Mr Pracha sustained three gunshot
wounds to the back and shoulder in the at-
tack, which happened as he was driving
his car in Phra Samut Chedi district.

On Wednesday, Thai Police
Commisioner-General Wichean Pote-
phosree said the attack was politically

motivated, The Nation reported.
Police have collected forensic evidence

at the scene and are hunting for unidenti-
fied attackers.

Police have been ordered to provide
tighter security in the run up to the elec-
tions, the report said.

Prime Minister Abhisit Vejjajiva visited Mr
Pracha at Rama IX hospital in Bangkok on
Wednesday and said he is in better condi-
tion, but “needed rest”.

Mr Pracha, 51, was elected for the first
time as Samut Prakan MP in 2001 under

the banner of  former prime minister Thakin
Shinawatra’s Thai Rak Thai Party. He has
close links to the exiled billionaire.

“I believe the gun attack on my brother
was politically motivated because of fierce
campaigning in the constituency of Phra
Pradaeng and Phra Samut Jedi,” Mr
Pracha’s sister and fellow MP Naruemol
Thandamrong said on Wednesday.

She said Pracha had been re-elected sev-
eral times, speculating that his rival
candidates might have found it impossible
to defeat him.

FEMME FATALE?: It is believed that Mr Thaksin’s younger sister, Yingluck,
will be Pheu Thai’s candidate for PM in upcoming polls. Photo: The Nation

A policeman examines Mr Pracha’s car after
the shooting. Photo: AFP

AN INVESTIGATION by a New
Zealand television show may have
uncovered the cause of several
unexplained tourist deaths at
Chiang Mai’s Downtown Inn ear-
lier this year: bug spray.

Five tourists died within weeks
of each other of symptoms resem-
bling food poisoning while staying
at the three-star hotel.

Several other deaths were also
linked to the hotel.

An investigation by the 60 Min-
utes show found traces of the
chemical chlorpyrifos, used to kill
bed bugs, in the room where Sa-
rah Carter stayed.

United Nations scientist Ron
McDowall said that the symptoms
suggested those who died were
over-exposed to the chemical.

“The fact traces of chlorpyrifos
were found three months after Ms
Carter’s death and after the room
was cleaned suggested there was
a high concentration when she was
staying there,” he told the program.

“I think she has been killed by
an overzealous sprayer who’s
been acting on the instructions of
the hotel owner to deal with bed
bugs,” Dr McDowall said.

The revelations will embarrass
the Chiang Mai authorities, who
claimed the deaths were just a “co-
incidence” amid accusations of a
cover up.

Bug spray
suspect in
hotel deaths
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Pink bus punches
the right ticket

THE recent expansion of the Phuket Provincial
Administration Organization (OrBorJor) poh
thong public transport service to the people of
Koh Sireh is not only great news for some of the
poorest residents of Phuket Town, but also gives
long-suffering tourists an overdue, low-cost
travel option.

The latest route’s eastern terminus at Laem
Tukkae will be a blessing for many, from the
poor sea gypsy community there to guests at the
upscale Westin Siray Bay Resort who want to
explore the city’s many interesting sites in an
authentic, comfortable way.

Until the new service was launched earlier this
month, guests at the resort seeking a way into
town were forced to pay a “standard fare” of 300
baht for the five-minute trip, with popular desti-
nations such as Bangkok Hospital Phuket, Big
C and Tesco Lotus even higher at 400 baht, or
600 baht by van.

Now those wanting to reach these destinations
– or just about anywhere else in Phuket Town –
will be able do so for 20 baht.

To the best of the Gazette’s collective knowledge,
this marks the first time guests at a seaside resort
hotel in Phuket have been given reasonable ac-
cess to the kind of safe, efficient, reasonably-priced
travel options available to people in virtually every
other part of the Kingdom.

Best of all, they will be able to explore the
entire town and all of its interesting sites at their
leisure, without being continually hounded into
buying overpriced jewelry or being overcharged

for rides to ripoff tourist attractions where for-
eigners are charged 10 times the amount locals
pay.

But while the poh thong are proving to be a
big hit with local residents and gaining recogni-
tion nationally after winning an award for “Local
Innovation” from the Prime Minister’s Office
last year, only a small minority of passengers
who currently use them are foreigners.

The OrBorJor has done a good job of making
the service more accessible to foreigners, such
as by posting English-language information at
bus stops.

Unfortunately, the zig-zagging routes are no-
toriously difficult to remember. Even lifelong
Thai residents of the town, including many se-
nior citizens who would otherwise stand to benefit
a great deal from the service, find it nearly im-
possible to figure out how to get from Point A to
Point B easily if it involves a transfer.

The Gazette would like to encourage its read-
ers to familiarize themselves with the routes,
begin using the service and recommend it to
others.

Who knows? Some day we might even see the
trademark poh thong transporting satisfied tour-
ists around Patong or between that town and Karon.

Then again, perhaps not – but dreaming never
harmed anyone.

Can I get paid?

If someone has their own com-
pany but is hired by another to
work for them on a freelance ba-
sis, is said worker entitled to
severance pay from the employer?

Severed
Phuket

An officer at the Phuket Pro-
vincial Labor Protection and
Welfare Office replies:

This depends on the agreement
between you and your employer.

For example, if you work from
home and send your work to
someone who pays you, we don’t
call them an employer.

Payment depends on the agree-
ment you had from the beginning
of your work with them.

If you work part-time or even
casually in an office and follow
the company’s regulations and
schedule, that company can be
called an employer.

You should get benefits exactly
as if you were full-time staff.

The employer must report you
to the Social Security and Revenue

department and pay you at least
the minimum wage in Phuket
which is 221 baht per day.

Varatda Thongsombat of the
registration department at the
Social Security Office Phuket
replies:

It depends on the worker’s
actions.

If the worker follows the
company’s regulations like work-
ing times or public holidays, then
the employer must give the same
benefits as they do full-time staff.

If the worker sends work to a
company or organization, they are
not considered an employee, but
a freelancer.

Running out of gas

I have lived in Patong now for
10 years and during that time I
have seen a massive increase in
the number of motor vehicles be-
ing used in this city.

One thing that I just cannot
understand is that there is only
one gasoline station in the entire
city of Patong and this closes at
8pm.

I came from a very small town
in the United Kingdom, about one-
tenth the size of Patong, but even
in that small town there were five
large gasoline stations.

I think Patong needs at least
two more stations. Can you tell
me why there is only one?

Peter O’Connor
Patong

Sompol Khwanyuen, director of
the Public Works Division of
Patong Municipality, replies:

In order for a gas station to be
built, two permits from local or-
ganizations or municipalities are
required: a building permit and a
permit to sell petrol.

I can see it in your
power lines

Re: Gazette online, Phuket to en-
dure more blackouts this month,
May 10

The quality of power lines is
the best example of the quality
of the country that you live in.

It truly reflects the standards
of workmanship and forward
thinking that the country is
capable of.

Power lines are the lifeline for
the country’s future.

They reflect the care the
people have for their surround-
ings and the care the government
demonstrates for investment and
progress. Need I say more?

A Williams
Gazette forum

A ‘Hail Mary’ for
democracy

Re: Gazette online, Election set
for July 3, PM Abhisit to address
nation, May 9

For the good of the country
and its people, let us all pray
these elections are performed in
a fair and transparent manner.

There has been too much
strife in other countries over so-
called democratic elections, with
results violently contested.

Thailand’s recent political
history has not been encourag-
ing, so let us all hope this is
change for the better.

Logic
Gazette forum

Dumbfounded

Re: Gazette online, Phuket Crime:
A special report on teen gang vio-
lence in paradise, May 7

Just idiotic. They don’t know
why, but they live in another

neighborhood so they don’t like
each other?

We have the same problem in
the US with Mexican gangs,
exactly the same thing and it never
ends – just a cycle of revenge.

More education is needed
for these parents and for

Phuketians in general.
No shortage of ignorance

here for sure. I suggest to
maybe start caring about
something instead of just “mai
bpen rai” about everything.

Absurd Tribal Instincts
Gazette forum

China: No need to
apply

Re: Gazette online, Phuket light
rail investors push for Surat
Thani, Phang Nga links, May 10

What excellent foresight,

Census concensus:
Failure

Re: Gazette online, Phuket popu-
lation ‘only’ 525,000: Census,
May 9

I waited and waited and
waited for the census people to
arrive, but alas to no avail.

There are six people living in
my house and someone is
always at home.

My neighbors had the same
experience.

So the lady is correct when
she said it is not a true reflection
of the population in Phuket.

Phuket Stan
Gazette forum

linking to other links and prov-
inces.

Wonder how our homegrown
taxi and tuk-tuk drivers would
react?

Also, I have seen these China-
biased projects in Africa, and
Thailand certainly has the
engineers to see this through
without having to be tied in with
the Chinese engineers who I
know are also perfectly capable.

It’s me
Gazette forum

Confused on the
flesh issue

On a visa run to Penang
recently, a middle-aged man was
told to change his tank top for a
t-shirt as a matter of respect to
the consulate.

Two women in front of him
were wearing flimsy string tops
baring  their shoulders fully.

I thought both men and
women were to cover up in
these places.

Bunny Reynolds
Kalim
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Dolphin park plans
should be canned

Do you have an opinion to voice?
Email Editor@PhuketGazette.net

Mark Berman is Associate Director
of the Earth Island Institute’s
International Marine Mammal
Project, an umbrella organization
that campaigns for a range of
environmental causes at the highest
level of negotiations. The Earth
Island Institute was deeply involved
in the making of the world-renowned
documentary The Cove on dolphin

hunting in Japan. Mr Berman is also director of the
Dolphin-Safe Tuna Monitoring Program, the organization
that certifies tuna as “dolphin safe”. Here Mr Berman
explains how staunchly opposed Earth Island is to the 90-
million-baht dophinarium proposed for Phuket.

By Grace Walters

Police inaction
calls for action
MY FAMILY and I moved from
the US to Phuket last June and our
second rented house in Nai Yang
was burglarized the first week of
November, a month and a half af-
ter we took residence there.

My husband was on one of his
business trips then and I was home
with my seven-year-old son. For-
tunately, we were unharmed.

We live in a two-storey house.
All of my stolen items (an iPod,
my watches, camera and wedding
rings) were on the kitchen counter
on the first level.

I had a very busy morning with
the police. As I don’t speak much
Thai, I enlisted  my Thai neighbor
to help with the translation.

Two days later, my friend and
I went over to the Thachatchai
Police Station to obtain the police
report that they never gave me,
as I wanted to put in a claim for
my stolen items with our US in-
surance company.

I was told by the officer in
charge then that it would take
about a month before I would hear
back from them.

My neighbor called them after
a month and was told that they
had sent all evidence collected to
Bangkok for analysis and to be
patient, that they were still work-
ing on the case.

After the second month, we
called again. We were told that the
Bangkok police were in Phuket and
investigating and that they would
contact me soon with details.

It has been five months now and
I have not once received a phone
call from any Thachatchai Police
officer. As Phuket is a touristy place

for many foreigners from all over
the world, it would be a shame if
they were to encounter a horren-
dous crime like I did. It will give
the impression that Phuket is a dan-
gerous place to visit, and moreso
when the police are seen to be in-
efficient or even disinterested.

Unless the security forces of
Phuket put in a concerted effort
to solve these crimes and bring
justice with haste and efficiency,
the image of idyllic, peaceful and
safe Phuket will be tarnished.

I hope that no one will suffer
the trauma and pain like I did of
losing their prized possessions
while being kept in the dark on the
outcome of the investigations.

On the other hand, I hope the
police force here would prove me
wrong in my judgment of their in-
efficiency and recover my stolen
possessions. That would be a
dream come true.

The thief got in through the kitchen
window.

Fireworks light up
my ire

Are there any laws restricting
the sale and setting off of fire-
works to recognized festivals,
such as New Year’s Eve and HM
The King’s Birthday?

Residents of Surin are being
constantly disturbed by late-night
fireworks, often after midnight. Is
there any action that can be taken
to stop this, or at least limit the
lighting up of fireworks to say
10:30pm?

Graham Briggs
Surin

According to a regulation of the
Ministry of Natural Resources and
Environment’s Territory and Envi-
ronment Protection Measures for
Phuket Province BE 2553 [2010],
it is prohibited to have any gas sta-
tion within 50 meters of the sea.

According to the current issue
of the “principle city plan” of
Phuket [2005], in Patong, gas sta-
tions are only allowed in “orange
zones”, classified as medium
population density zones. Orange
zones cover areas on Rat-U-Thit
200 Pi Road, Phang Muang Sai
Khor Road and some parts of
Nanai Road.

So, technically, even the single
petrol station, Esso, on Phra Barami
Road is illegal because it is in a “red
zone”, classified as a commercial
and high population density zone.

The gas station, however, has
been there for a long time – be-
fore those regulations were made
– so it is still permitted to operate.

Another issue is the high land
value in orange zones near the
beach or easily in accessed areas.
This makes investment in a gas
station infeasible.

For example, one square wa [4
square meters] sells for about
300,000 baht. That’s 75,000 baht
per sqm.

One rai [1600sqm] is not large
enough to build a gas station. The
Esso station in Patong takes up
about four rai.

Land alone can cost as much
as 480 million baht. Is it worth it
just to build a gas station?

A “public relations” Officer at
Cherng Talay Police Station,
who declined to give his name,
replies:

We often get calls from residents
complaining about fireworks.
Sometimes when we go to the lo-
cation specified in the complaint we
catch the people setting off fire-
works. Other times the people have

already left the area.
If we catch people illegally set-

ting off fireworks we only warn
them to not to do it. We do not
fine or arrest people for setting off
fireworks.

You have to remember that
these people who set off fireworks
in isolated incidents in the middle
of the night are not the same re-

sponsible people who first obtain
a permit from the District Office.

Aporn Meephol, an officer at
Thalang District Office, replies:

Any person wanting to set off
fireworks as part of an organized
celebration, such as HM The
King’s Birthday or New Year, must
first obtain a permit from the Dis-
trict Office at least two weeks
before the event.

Regulations covering the set-
ting off of fireworks do not
restrict it to specified areas or
times, so we approve each per-
mit on its own merits according
to what the occasion is, where
the event is being held and what
time the organizers want to set
off the fireworks.

Usually, we allow fireworks to
be set off between 7pm and
10pm.

However, some special occa-
sions, such as New Year and HM
The King’s and HM The Queen’s
birthday celebrations, people may
be allowed to set off fireworks
later in the night, depending on the
District Chief’s approval.

THE 90-million-baht dolphin park
is a bad investment for Phuket and
will bring nothing but negative
publicity.

The Earth Island Institute has
a long-standing relationship with
the multi-billion-dollar dolphin-safe
Thai tuna industry.

I have informed the Thai Food
Processors Association (which
represents the Thai tuna industry),
Thai Union Group (the largest
single tuna company in the world)
and several other large tuna com-
panies in the country that Earth
Island will not stand by and allow
for yet more dolphins to be cap-
tured from the wild and imported
into Thailand.

The Fisheries Ministry is on
notice of this problem as well.
This ministry will have to clear any
imports with CITES (Convention
on International Trade in Endan-
gered Species) in addition to
dealing with negative publicity if
permits are issued.

Earth Island has a firm policy
against the live dolphin trade and
will actively campaign to state that
Thailand’s multi-billion-dollar tuna
industry is at risk if this dolphin
park is allowed to proceed.

Earth Island is the third-party
certifier for dolphin-safe tuna
[www.dolphinsafetuna.com] and
will launch a consumer campaign
in the US and Europe – major con-
sumers of Thai canned tuna – if
necessary, in conjunction with

calling for a tourism boycott of
Phuket and the entire country.

Earth Island has extensive con-
tacts due to our involvement in the
academy-award-nominated docu-
mentary The Cove.

I will bring Ric O’Barry [of
The Cove fame] to Thailand to
join in this opposition as he is
world-renowned.

Major networks such as CNN,
Fox, and talk-show hosts such as
Oprah will cover this story, as they
are continually interested in our
work to stop dolphin dealers that
source dolphins from Taiji, Japan,
the Solomon Islands and elsewhere.

Ric O’Barry and I also chal-
lenge the developers of this bad
investment to a public forum de-
bate on the issue.

We challenge the mayor and
other officials to learn the truth
behind keeping dolphins in captiv-

ity, which is a form of slavery, not
education or research.

Phuket needs to know the
truth, not some promise of big
money under a bogus excuse for
research and education. If tour-
ists want to see dolphins, then get
on a boat and watch them in a re-
spectful way that allows them to
be free.

Earth Island is prepared to do
what it takes to make sure no ad-
ditional captive dolphinariums are
built in Thailand or elsewhere.

In 2008, the Thai Fisheries
Ministry was notified of a poten-
tial import of wild-caught
Solomon Island dolphins to Safari
World Bangkok. We convinced
the ministry at that time to not is-
sue any import permits for
dolphins.

The ministry will hopefully do
the right thing in this case.

Fireworks are common on Phuket beaches. Photo: Rene Ernhardt
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Kajonkiet International School opens this month

KISP: From left; Head of Primary Nicola Chokkuea, Head of Early Years
Gemma Sloan and Head of Business Administration Vipaporn Korjarunchit

THE Kajonkiet group of schools
is preparing for a major shift in
island demographics and greater
demand for English-language
education by opening its first
international school this month,
the school has announced.

Permkiat Ketkul, manager of
Kajonkietsuksa School and
Chairman of the Phuket Private
School Association, said the As-
sociation of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) plan to lift
cross-border travel restrictions
and become a unified economic
unit by 2015 was a major factor
in the school’s decision to open
its Kajonkiet International School
Phuket (KISP) on a 45-rai
hillside site in Kathu.

The school is expected to ca-
ter to an increasingly international
island when the grouping of
Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia,

Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar,
the Philippines, Singapore and
Vietnam takes effect.

According to the ASEAN Eco-
nomic Community (AEC) plan, in
2015 there will be a free flow of
goods, services, investments,
capital and skilled labor amongst
the 10 countries.

Once companies within ASEAN
are able to move freely within the
region, Phuket will become home
for new workers and their fami-
lies, said Mr Permkiat.

This leaves Phuket’s education
market with two important
responsibilities.

First, schools will have to plan
for the influx of new students.
Second, they will have to prepare
their current students for a future
where the English language and a
global awareness are of utmost
importance, he said.

Kajonkietsuksa School is pre-
paring itself for the AEC by
opening its own International Pro-
gram at its Kajonkiet International
School Phuket (KISP), which
opens this month.

The school will offer an all-
around education program using
the British National Curriculum

from pre-nursery to Year 6.
Kajonkietsuksa now offers vari-

ous educational opportunities in
the form of its Thai, ESC (Thai
and English) and English Pro-
grams. The English Program,
popular with expat residents, fol-
lows the Thai curriculum, but with
instruction in English.

Each program serves its own
unique purpose. KISP will be there
to help prepare children for the
changing economic profile of not
only Phuket and Thailand, but the
world, he said.

Kajonkietsuksa School was es-
tablished in 1954 in order to
further educational growth
according to the national policy.

When knowledge of the English
language became more of a neces-
sity, the school expanded opening
its English Program in 1999.

KISP is the school’s latest at-
tempt to meet the needs of
Phuket’s ever-changing society.

Mr Permkiat asks parents what
their plans are for the future of
their children when determining
which of the four programs is
most suitable.

 Creating strong-minded indi-
viduals who will become leaders
in tomorrow’s international com-
munity is the primary goal, he said.

KISP’s facilities include swim-
ming pools, football fields,
basketball courts, tennis courts, a
large activity field, indoor and
outdoor playgrounds.

The school is completely fenced
and equipped with CCTV security
systems.

“We will be offering a prepara-
tion course for all students joining
KISP. This will enable a smooth
transition int a new program and
new curriculum,” he said

The preparation course, Mon-
day to Friday from 8:30am to
3:30pm, runs from May 23 to
July 22.

– Jennifer Juneau

By Anand Singh

STATISTICS published last
month by the Bank of Thailand
(BOT) suggest that people in
Phuket are saving more compared
to previous years.

The data showed that overall
savings (including current
accounts, savings accounts and
time deposits) in Phuket banks
totaled 83.5 million baht in Febru-
ary, an increase of 7.7 per cent
from February last year.

Bank savings rose by 2.65 per
cent year-on-year (YOY) in Feb-
ruary, whereas in January the
savings rate grew by 4.79 per
cent YOY.

The number of bank branches
in Phuket also rose from 122 to
125 branches between February
last year and this year.

Banks in Phuket also achieved
a healthy YOY loan growth of 2.66
per cent in February. January’s
loan growth was even higher at
2.87 per cent, suggesting that lo-
cal investors are taking a more
confident stance toward Phuket
investment.

Comparing these figures to the
same period last year, banks in
Phuket were only able to achieve
a loan growth of 0.78 per cent
in February and 1.93 per cent in
January. Total bank loans in
Phuket in February this year
reached 100,594 million baht,
passing the 100,000 million
mark for the first time, accord-
ing to the BOT.

The BOT data also breaks
down the business sectors that
received the most bank loans. Al-
though the data published is only
available until the fourth quarter
(Q4) of last year, it provides a
good indicator of the level of con-
fidence in some of Phuket’s most
important industries.

The business sector that re-
ceived the most bank loans in
Phuket, not surprisingly, was the
hotels and restaurants sector.

Total bank loans for this sector
increased by more than five per
cent since the third quarter (Q3)
of last year, reaching 28,568
million baht, which demonstrates
a healthy investment growth in the
industry.

Another sector that received
substantial bank loans was the real
estate sector, receiving a total loan
of 11,705 million baht by the end
of the Q4, comprising about 10
per cent of total bank loans in
Phuket.

However, BOT data showed
bank loans have been falling by
roughly 1.5 per cent for the real
estate sector since the Q3 of 2010,
indicating a slowdown of invest-
ment in Phuket’s real estate sector.

Bank loans to Phuket’s real
estate sector declined signifi-
cantly during the second half of
2009, falling by more than eight
per cent during this period,
according to the BOT.

Loans for personal consump-
tion comprised the highest
percentage of total bank loans in
Phuket – about 45 per cent. Bank
loans for personal consumption
rose by almost four per cent in
Q4 of last year according to BOT
data.

Such significant growth rates
for personal consumption loans
are an indicator of rising consumer
confidence in Phuket.

UPWARD TREND: Loans and savings have been increasing in Phuket over
the past year, signalling confidence and stability in the economy.

Loans, savings
rise in unison
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Busy time for pawnshops
as price of gold rockets

Blue Flag fair a hit as commodity prices soar

CASHING IN: Business is on the up at pawnshops around the island.

WITH commodity prices sky-rock-
eting, an Internal Trade Department
fair with more than 90 booths sell-
ing cheap “Blue Flag” goods was a
hit in Phuket last week.

Everyday goods such as rice,
oil, eggs, fruit and clothes were
all on sale at prices 20-30 per cent
lower than normal.

The “Blue Flag Price Savers”
fair, which took place from May
4 to 6 near the central stage of
Saphan Hin Park in Phuket Town,
was organized in co-operation with
the private sector.

The event was aimed at ensur-
ing ordinary people could afford
everyday goods. The prices of
many commodities are rising rap-
idly due to a number of factors

including high crude oil prices and
this year’s severe flooding, which
damaged agricultural land in the
south.

Last month, prices in the food
and beverage sector grew 8.59 per
cent year on year, due to eggs and
milk rising 6.76 per cent, fruits and
vegetables 20.61 per cent, and
seasoning products 13.03 per cent,
The Nation reported.

The price of non-food-and-bev-
erage items rose by 1.35 per cent,
from higher transport costs.

Supatcha Bunphalit, acting head
of Phuket’s Internal Trade Office,
said the event had been arranged
by her department together with
relevant agencies and distributors
to help contain the soaring cost

of living. The fair received a very
good reaction from Phuket people,
she said.

Last week, The Nation reported
that Thailand’s year-on-year infla-
tion rose to 4.04 per cent in April,
the highest rate in 15 months.

The Commerce Ministry said
the prices of 198 of the 417 items
in the basket of goods used to
calculate the Consumer Price In-
dex (CPI) rose in April, mainly
fresh fruits and vegetables, rice,
oil, eggs and pork. The prices of
155 items were unchanged, while
those of 64 products dropped.

“Higher headline inflation is [ac-
cording to] the ministry’s
projection after the impact of
flooding, which destroyed farm

goods,” said Yanyong Phuangrach,
permanent secretary of the minis-
try. “However, inflation is under
control by the government, which
will ensure that annual inflation will
be under the target of 3.2 to 3.7
per cent this year.”

Commerce Minister Porntiva
Nakasai  last week asked Cabinet
to approve a budget of 200 mil-
lion baht to hold more Blue Flag
fairs nationwide.

– Phuket Gazette

By Chutharat Plerin

AS SCHOOLS prepare for the
start of a new academic year,
Phuket parents are hawking their
gold to cope with the rising cost
of commodities and school fees.

During this time of economic
uncertainty, the pawn shop busi-
ness is flourishing in Phuket.

With what is anticipated to be a
record breaking “Back to School”
season upon us, Phuket City
Municipality Mayor Somjai
Suwansupapana has announced
that the Phuket municipality
pawnshop has prepared 140
million baht in funds, a surplus of
40 per cent of the expected
budget projections for May.

Comparing to May last year,
when about 5,700 loans valued at
91.5 million baht, this May’s loans
are expected to exceed 100
million baht, she said

140 million baht should be more
than sufficient to cover all loans,
she added

Over the summer break, about

5,700 pawn loans equaled 99.3
million baht in March, while in
April, roughly the same amount
valued 97.7 million baht.

The rising value of gold is be-
lieved to be one of the main factors
in the increased budget demands.

About 98 per cent of pawn

loans were exchanged for gold
jewelry and ornaments, while
the other two per cent for
electronic equipment such as
laptop computers she noted.

The municipality pawnshop cur-
rently loans 16,800 baht per one
baht weight of gold, (one baht is
equal to approximately 15 grams).
This time last year, the rate was
14,000 baht, which equates to an
increase of about 17 per cent.

“Rates paid [by the municipal-
ity pawn shop] are almost equal
those paid by privately-run
pawnshops; however, the
[government] interest rate is
lower,” she said.

For loans under 5,000 baht,
the interest rate is 0.5 per cent,
while loans between 5,000 to
30,000 baht are charged an in-
terest of one per cent, and for
loans between 30,000 to 100,000
baht, 1.25 per cent.

According to the Gold Traders
Association of Thailand as of May
7, the price of gold is 21,350 baht
per baht weight of gold.

Housing Bank
overwhelmed by
first home buyers

ISLAND residents hoping to get
their first home loan queued up at
the Phuket branch of the Govern-
ment Housing Bank as early as 6am
on Monday last week.

Monday was the first day of
receiving applications under the
government loan campaign target-
ing first time homeowners.

Welcomed by lower and middle-
income earners, the scheme
promises zero interest during the
first two years of loan repayments.

The policy is expected to be a
success in Phuket, where there is
a large market for new properties
priced under three million baht.

Within the first half hour of
opening its doors, the bank report-
edly issued more than 100 queue
tickets.

Home loan applicants queuing
up were mainly civil servants, eli-
gible to borrow up to 2.5 million
baht, and non-government work-
ers who qualify for loans between
750,000 and 2mn baht.

– Steven Layne

JALPAC Tour and Travel Co, a
leading operator serving the Japa-
nese market, has halted its inbound
unit due to a lack of demand from
Japan following the earthquake,
tsunami and radiation crisis.

Surapol Sritrakul, managing di-
rector of the company, which is
the partner of a Japan-based firm,
said the group recently suspended
its subsidiary, Jal Pac International
Co, which focuses on inbound
travel from Japan to Thailand.

“This sister company was estab-
lished years ago to cope with the
growth of inbound business from
Japan. It is being frozen now but
may resume service once Japan
tourism has recovered,” he said.

To help restore the Japanese
market, the Tourism Authority of
Thailand (TAT) offices in Osaka and
Fukuoka plan to organize a famil-
iarization trip to Thailand for 10 to
15 travel operators May 11 to 15.

The operators are scheduled to
visit key tourist destinations in-
cluding Phuket, Krabi, Samui and
Chiang Mai to meet local agents.

The TAT office in Tokyo will also
work with major travel companies
like JTB, HIS, Hankyu and NTA to
host a tourism recovery project
called “Smile Japan” to encourage
Japanese into Thailand. Small-item
spending for packages will be
deducted to encourage people.

The TAT reported that 323,435
Japanese visited the country from
January to March this year, up 5.8
per cent year on year.

The Japan market was expected
to rebound by 70 per cent during
Japan’s annual holiday, Golden
Week, April 29 and May 8.

– The Nation

TAT try to revive
Thai – Japan
tourism market
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iPad2 a steal

IPAD 2 HAPPY: Apple officially released the iPad 2 in Thailand a week ago.
Compared to prices overseas, the iPad 2 in Phuket is a bargain.

Investing in Africa: foolish or full of foresight?
WILL AFRICA become the next
BRIC country (Brazil, Russia, In-
dia, China)? Or will it sink like a
stone unless all the political turmoil
on the continent is resolved? Not
long ago people were saying the
same things about BRIC countries
and they have not exactly done
badly over the past decade or so.

African markets have been
volatile during the past 10 years,
and if you invested more than 15

per cent of your portfolio in them
then you were brave indeed – but
your courage should have been
rewarded by now.

Some fund managers and invest-
ment companies are now saying the
same thing about Africa, despite the
ongoing turmoil in the African
Mediterranean countries.

People who think investing in
Africa is nothing short of pure
madness should remember that

there are companies registered in
places such as the US, UK and
Europe that invest in Africa but are
headquartered elsewhere. This
should help with any transparency
issues of where your investment
is going, if nothing else.

However, if you are thinking
of expanding your investments
and want to include somewhere
new, like Africa, in your portfo-
lio, then there are ample
opportunities out there.

The most important thing to
remember is keep your invest-
ment liquid, as market volatility
will make for an interesting
ride.

Some of the fund management
companies that are currently look-
ing at investing in Africa are also
taking into account factors such
as sustainable investments that
ensure that a company is actively
exercising environmental control,
social welfare and good gover-
nance, altogether ensuring that it
is not just the company’s
owners who benefit from outside
investment.

Look for a fund that has expe-
rience of Africa and, preferably,
has offices there. The fund man-
agers should know the countries
they are investing in and will be
looking for good companies with
excellent prospects.

Obviously, there are geopoliti-
cal aspects to consider. To put
it bluntly: Africa is huge. There
are 54 countries on a single land
mass that can easily accommo-
date the US, China, the European
Union and India with room to
spare.

However, there is no point in
investing in some place like Zim-
babwe right now unless you
know something that the rest of
the world does not. However,
other countries may be worth
a look.

It is also highly likely that the
last two sets of figures are a mas-
sive understatement as new finds
are being made all the time.

Also, this list will only get
longer as more investment is piled
into the continent. A lot of this is
being led by China, which is buy-
ing up large swathes of land in
many African countries so they
can take advantage of the poten-
tial mineral wealth on offer.

The Chinese are not daft, but
remember that this type of invest-
ment will be very volatile and,
unless you like risk, should only
be a small part of your portfolio.

As mentioned in previous col-
umns, emerging markets can be
very lucrative, but they are fraught
with danger. Over the past decade
the MSCI developed markets grew
by 32 per cent, compared with
emerging markets, which grew by
350 per cent.

But it must be pointed out that
this phenomenal growth was
accompanied by the latter phenom-
enal stress for investors.

Graham Macdonald, MD of MBMG
Group. E:graham@mbmg-inter-
national.com. MBMG Group will not
accept any liability for errors or
omissions in above article

THE Tourism Authority of Thailand
should take out a full-page ad in the
New York Times: “Fly to Thailand,”
it could say, “and get a 20 per cent
discount on a new iPad 2.”

Hard to believe, but the iPad 2
is significantly cheaper in Thailand
than in the US – and the savings
are even greater if your point of
reference is in Europe.

I wrote about the iPad 2 a
couple of months ago in the
Phuket Gazette. People who lined
up for the iPad 2s initial release in
the US at that time still, with rare
exception, sing its praises: faster,
lighter, two cameras (not particu-
larly good ones, but good enough),
and that glorious display. Apple’s
iMovie only works on iPad 2, and
Real Racing 2 HD crawls on the
original iPad, so there are reasons
– besides Angry Birds Rio – for
upgrading.

In Beijing, a fistfight broke out
in the Apple store during the iPad
2 launch last Saturday: four people
injured and a demolished glass
door. Apparently a scalper tried to
cut in line, and an Apple employee
took umbrage. Hey, in China, even
fake iPad 2s sell out.

Here in Thailand, all of the ma-

jor Apple shops in Bangkok sold
out of iPad 2s on the first day,
some within hours of opening.
Surprisingly, several Phuket loca-
tions still had full stock available
on Saturday. I checked the
PowerBuy located on the second
floor of Jungceylon, and they had
all of the models available (WiFi
and “3G” HSPA), with all of the
memory options (16 GB, 32 GB
and 64 GB), and both colors
(white and black). At the Computer
Clinic last Sunday, I heard that
several other Phuket Apple shops
had stock as well. If you want one,
grab it quick.

Here’s how the pricing turned
out. In the US, Amazon.com lists
many retailers with the entry-level
16 GB iPad 2, WiFi only, at
US$599, plus shipping. That’s
18,100 baht at current exchange
rates. Plus shipping and/or local
sales tax. In Thailand, the 16 GB
WiFi iPad 2 lists at 15,900 baht –
and they’re widely available at that
price. Do the math, and you’ll see

that buying an iPad 2 in Thailand
is 12 per cent cheaper than in the
US. Moreover, the list price here
includes VAT, so if you’re a tour-
ist and you claim the VAT refund
at the airport, you get a discount
of just under 20 per cent
compared to the US.

If you commonly buy your
electronics in UK, hold onto your
Bowler. Amazon.co.uk lists the
iPad 2 16 GB WiFi at GB�489,
plus shipping. That’s a whopping
24,200 baht. Buy the same iPad –
exactly the same, no differences
at all – from your local Phuket
dealer, and you save more than 34
per cent. Add in the VAT differ-
ence, and local Limeys save more
than 40 per cent by buying an iPad
2 in Thailand.

TAT should take out two full
pages in The Times or The Guard-
ian. It’ll probably get more attention
than page three of The Sun.

People commonly ask me why
the iPad is cheaper here in Thai-
land than in the US or UK or
Europe. As best I can tell, Apple
set the price of the original iPad
back when exchange rates
weren’t as friendly as they are
now (er, “friendly” depending on

how you look at it, I guess). Apple
has continued to sell iPad 2s at the
original iPad price, all over the
world. The result is a windfall for
buyers in Thailand. See, there are
hidden benefits to living in Phuket.

To see what Woody’s up to in the
international press, and to keep on
top of the latest patches and
problems with Windows and Office,
drop by AskWoody.com. Follow
Woody on Twitter: @PhuketPC.

According to the US Geologi-
cal Survey, Africa has:
89% of the world’s platinum
74% of the world’s chrome
60% of the world’s diamonds
51% of the world’s phosphates
23% of the world’s gold
12% of the world’s oil
9% of the world’s natural gas
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Phoning a
friend the
‘smart’ way
at airports
Faster check-ins and airport shop
discounts is what passengers want
in the palm of their hands today

THAI boost with 60
extra flights for Haj
THAI Airways International has
prepared 60 direct flights for some
9,000 Muslim Thais to join the
annual Haj pilgrimage to the holy
city of Mecca this year.

Dullayapong Sukhanusas,
executive for strategy and busi-
ness development, said last week
that the chartered flights would
start departing on September 29
from four airports – one from
Suvarnabhumi, one from Krabi,
two from Phuket and 26 from
Haad Yai in Songkhla.

The return trips from Jeddah
City were scheduled from Novem-
ber 12-28.

The fares, as approved by the
Civil Aviation Department, range
from 45,500 to 48,500 baht,
excluding airport tax.

For next year, the flag carrier
could extend the service to
Narathiwat Airport if the runway
was to be extended to 2,650

meters, a safe distance for the Air-
bus A330-300 aircraft.

More than 300 Haj pilgrims
want to leave from the southern
province of Narathiwat for Saudi
Arabia, he added.

– The Nation

AIRPORTS, including Phuket Inter-
national Airport (PIA), are as much retail
businesses today as they are facilities for
aircraft to land and take off from. And
as many people using Bangkok’s
Suvarnabhumi Airport know, they
are  also sites for long, frustrating
arrival and departure lines.

With regard to
shopping, most air-
ports, including PIA,
handle more people
daily than the average
shopping mall – and
that’s saying something on Phuket, where
shopping is a major incentive for tourists
to visit.

So in recent times PIA’s shopping,
restaurant and concession business has
grown considerably in line with global
aviation industry trends.

Last year a record 3.5 million
passengers passed through PIA, so the
retail has expanded to meet the increased
demand.

Letters to the editor of local English
language newspapers testify the frustration

of travelers with immigration lines at
Suvarnabhumi, which last year, had 42
million customers, making it the 17th largest
in the world in terms of passenger numbers.
That is a lot of potential retail therapy and
long lines.

So what better way for retailers at PIA
and elsewhere to substantially increase

their turnovers, and for
passengers to be able to
spot the smallest line
before joining it than by
being able to use WiFi
technology to track in real

time where airport travelers go and what
they do while waiting for takeoff or
transiting?

This is now a reality. Copenhagen
Airport in Denmark is experimenting
with a system run by  aviation commun-
ications and technology company SITA.
Dots on the screen of a laptop show
different colors for arriving and departing
passengers.

The system enables travelers to
download a Copenhagen Airport iPhone
application to receive location-specific

information on their devices about the
shortest security line or special deals being
offered at nearby shops.

Imagine how useful
something like this would be at
Suvarnabhumi Airport, with its
vast array of shops and eating
and drinking facilities spread
over a huge area as you either
wait to board a plane out of
Thailand, or have a few hours
in transit en route to Phuket?
At PIA it would also work,
but on a smaller scale.

In terms of privacy, only
devices are followed, not
individuals, so there is no
intrusion. For retailers it
will mean they can contact
travelers directly through
the WiFi system and even
make offers, discounts
over the iPhone. This,
in turn, would lead to
increased retailer turnover,
which benefits the airport and,
hopefully, the passengers

with improved services in the long run.
In this new digital age, such iPhone-

based applications are entirely
feasible.

At Copenhagen Airport an
estimated 20 per cent of air
travelers own devices that
emit WiFi signals.

Add in other applications,
such as using a smartphone
to purchase goods and
display bar codes to board
planes – which is already
becoming a widely used – and
the new-age, smartphone
traveler has arrived

Passengers who use this new
technology – it is close to being
rolled out  – will find themselves
in the shortest lines, holding the
best bargains from the shops, all
due to their trusty smartphone.

This is new age traveling at
its best.

BEATING THE JAM: A man stands speaking on the phone at a major European airport with long check-in queues
below. With new smartphone technology, long lines at airports could become a thing of the past. Photo: AFP

FLYING SENSE: Smartphones
like this Blackberry device are
revolutionizing the way we travel.

THAI Airways will put on more
flights for Haj.
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Baby Tuptim’s year-long

TUPTIM is happy in the arms of
her  doting father Rattanachai “Kru
Nai” as the Gazette arrives at
Tiger Muay Thai in Chalong,
where Kru Nai works as a trainer.
A throng of beaming family friends
faun over little Tuptim, eager to
learn of her welfare.
    The eyes of Tuptim’s mother
Soisuda “Nit” Pile are trained on
her daughter, monitoring her
closely in the way only a mother
does and wary of her fragile child
in the midst of an adoring mob.

Will Elliot, manager of Tiger
Muay Thai, is there too. Over the
past year he has played a
major role in helping the family
get the treatment needed to save
Tuptim’s life.

Nit recalls the day, in Decem-
ber last year, when doctors told
the family that seven-month-old
Tuptim needed a liver transplant
to secure any hope of survival.

“Tuptim was taking medication
for several months after her con-
dition was diagnosed, but doctors
at Ramathibodi Hospital in

By Neil Quail

LITTLE Tuptim Jadngooluem has faced
more peril in her first year of life than most
people will encounter in an entire lifetime.
Last week her family celebrated her first
birthday party, which Tuptim enjoyed
blissfully unaware that just a few months
earlier her brave mother was willing to risk
her own life to save hers.
   Tuptim’s story of survival from a life-
threatening liver condition captured the
hearts of not only Phuket residents, but
gripped readers around the world. Tuptim
was diagnosed with a terminal liver
condition, known as biliary obstruction,
when she was three months old. Last
December, aged seven months, she was

Bangkok said this was a tempo-
rary measure and an operation
was needed quickly,” Nit said.

“Pleas for help were published
in the Gazette and
other media. A
benefactor came
forward and of-
fered to pay for the
surgery. We were
so grateful, but
unfortunately he
couldn’t provide
the money.

We’re not angry
at this, if anything
we appreciate the
fact that he put the
fund-raising in
motion,” she said.

The family
needed 1.5 million
baht (about US$50,000) for the
operation.

Will, who is a close friend,
remembers the turn of events
shortly after that initial financial
letdown.

“Grainne Farrell and Jackie

Singer offered her support, doors
were knocked on and many
articles were published around the
world. Tuptim’s story was even

aired on CNN. A
PayPal account
was set up to re-
ceive donations
and it was being
hit every 10 min-
utes,” Will said.

“A guy posted
a rant on the
Facebook page
of Dana White
(owner of the Ul-
timate Fighting
Championsh ip
franchise) to the
extent that Dana
should not only
get involved with

fund-raising, but should pay for
the operation in full,” Will added.

“Surprisingly, a few days later
Dana’s assistant posted that he
would take care of the matter.
Sure enough, 10 days later the full
amount was paid to Dr Sumate

Teeraratkul, the specialist respon-
sible for the operation,” Will said.

With financial worries out of
the way, the next, more daunting
step for the family was the
impending surgery.

On January 19, two operations
were performed simultaneously to
transplant a section of Nit’s liver

into Tuptim. A second operation
took place to transplant veins from
Nit’s leg to Tuptim, whose own
veins were too small to support
circulation to her new liver.

Nit’s surgery lasted four hours.
At the time, Tuptim was eight
months old. Her operation lasted
for nearly 14 hours, a deeply har-

admitted into the Intensive Care Unit
(ICU) at Ramathibodi Hospital Bangkok
with internal bleeding. Doctors did not
expect her to see the new year.

But following heartfelt support and
donations, Tuptim in January this year
underwent a parental donor liver trans-
plant, a complicated 18-hour surgery during
which a portion of the mother’s liver was
removed and placed inside her child.

Both mother’s and daughter’s sur-
geries were a success. Last week, as
Tuptim celebrated her first birthday on
the island, the Phuket Gazette went to
visit the family and hear their remarkable
story of hope and unconditional love.

‘I had made it
clear that my
life was not

important. As
long as Tuptim
had a chance of
living I wanted
the surgeons to
keep going, to

take all my organs
if necessary.’

– Nit Jadngooluem
IN THE RING: Rattanachai ‘Kru Nai’ with baby Tuptim at Tiger Muay Thai.

Looking for a place to stay?
See more classified ads at www.phuketgazette.net
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fight for life a tale of love

rowing and nail-biting period for
family and friends alike.

As the Gazette listens to Nit
recount her story about the sur-
gery, husband Kru Nai clutches
Tuptim closer to his chest, press-
ing his cheek to her head. He
reaches tenderly for his wife,
placing his free hand on her knee
and gives a comforting squeeze.

Nit carries on with her story.
“When I woke after the opera-

tion, I immediately asked about
my daughter. I had made it clear
that my life was not important. As
long as Tuptim had a chance of
living I wanted the
surgeons to keep
going, to take all
my organs if nec-
essary,” she told
the Gazette.

To her relief,
doctors told her
both operations
had been success-
ful, but Tuptim’s
condition would
have to be moni-
tored closely to see
if her body would
accept the new liver.

Over the next three months,
Tuptim’s recovery suffered
many setbacks. The most
serious was a lung infection,
which doctors said most likely
set in as a result of medication
used to suppress her immune
system and reduce the risk of or-
gan rejection. Unfortunately the
drug also opens the door to
infections normally fended off
by a healthy body.

“Apart from the 23 types of
medication she must take for the
rest of her life, she was also
prescribed medicine to fight the
lung infection. This cost 10,000
baht per day and had to be
taken for a month,” Nit said.

The added expense put more
strain on the family.

Kru Nai sold almost all of his
worldly possessions, as did fam-
ily members to help with the
mounting medical costs.

And another good Samaritan,
Antonio of Hollywood Nightclub
in Patong, came forward to help.

For three long months after her
surgery, Tuptim was kept in the
ICU in Bangkok. For this entire
period, visiting was kept to a mini-
mum by doctors concerned of
Tuptim’s vulnerability to infection.
While Nit stayed with Tuptim in

hospital her
father’s visits
were restricted.

The period of
separation was
obviously tough
on Kru Nai, who
lovingly cradles
Tuptim in his
arms throughout
the Gazette’s time
with the family.

Looking to the
future, the prog-
nosis is good for

Tuptim. Despite the prospect of
having to take medication for the
rest of her life – more for infec-
tions than anything else – Tuptim
will likely be able to live a
relatively normal life.

And reassuringly, at such a
young age, she will bear no
mental scars from her tumul-
tuous first year, only scars on
her skin.

In years to come, Tuptim will
learn of the thousands that con-
tributed to help give her the most
precious gift of all. Her story is
a tribute to these people, but
especially to unconditional love
and a brave mother willing
to give her life so her child
could live.

Her story is
a tribute to these

people, but
especially to

unconditional love
and a brave

mother willing to
give her life so her

child could live.

FAMILY STRENGTH: The Jadngooluem family at Tiger Muay Thai in Chalong following baby Tuptim’s 1st birthday. LITTLE FIGHTER: Tuptim takes to the ring. Photos: Dean Noble
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Bypass Bali, go for the Gilis
GILIS GALORE: The Gilis overlook the volcanic island Lombok, making for spectacular sunsets. Photo: Tess Eaton TRIO OF TREASURES: Three islands comprise the Gilis. Photo: Flickr

Cycling around the island on a rented bike is
a fun activity for the day. Photo: Sarah Wales

CHILLIN’: Unlike many of Indonesia’s volcanic sand beaches, the Gilis are blessed with white
sand, and they are surrounded by coral reefs. Photo: Tess Eaton

OLD SCHOOL: The main form of transport on
the Gili islands. Photo: Tess Eaton

The Phuket Gazette finds out what makes a
holiday to the Gili Islands so special
By Alexandra Andersson

BALI is a bit overrated these days, having
been bombarded by Eat, Pray, Love-in-
spired hippie wannabes and Australians on
their version of spring break. From Ubud
to Kuta, Bali’s understated charm is
morphing into commercialized hell.

But there’s a way to escape this: Bail on
Bali and head to the Gili islands. The “Gilis”
comprise three small islands about an hour
boat-ride from Bali, located right next to
the volcanic marvel of Lombok Island.

The Gilis embody the natural beauty of
Indonesia while providing you with a vari-
ety of comforts to meet all your holiday
needs, from snorkeling with turtles in the
day to enjoying extravagant barbecue buf-
fet dinners at night.

The Gilis are not particularly cheap, but
you can save a rupiah or two if you travel
sensibly – starting with getting there.

Hawkers in Bali will try and take you for
a ride when buying a boat ticket. Many
“starting prices” will be at the one-million

rupiah (about 3,500 baht) mark one way.
This is outrageous.

 Ask to go with the “GiliGili” boat tour
company and tell them you have used
their service previously for 250,000 ru-
piah (about 900 baht). You will quickly
find that such a ticket, has magically be-
come available.

It’s advisable to first visit Gili
Trawangan, the largest of the islands, and

then move on to the quieter and more ro-
mantic Gili Air and Gili Meno.

Once at Gili Trawangan you will find a
variety of accommodation available – from
upmarket family resorts with swimming
pools to budget traveler dorms and
guesthouses.

If you want to hold on to your cash as
much as possible, then visit the Buddha Dive
guesthouse. For 100,000 rupiah (350 baht)

per person you can get a
fan room that sleeps three
to four people a night.

All three Gili islands are
small enough to stroll or
cycle around – activities
made easier by the fact
there are no motorized
vehicles.

However, you will
find carriages drawn by
pygmy horses intermit-
tently bombing down the
dusty ringroad. These are
another fun and cheap
way to get around.

Rent a bike from one
of the many rental shops
and pedal your way
around the island as a fun
day activity.

The road gets a bit
sandy in places, and
the trip will take about
an hour or more depend-
ing on how many
beer breaks you take at

the island’s countless beachside cafes.
Stop at the Sunset Bar at the northern-

most tip of the island and watch the sun
go down behind Lombok’s volcanos
across the water for a truly memorable
experience. If you’re really lucky, the
skies will be clear and the milky way like
you have never seen it before – will
reveal itself.

There is something for everyone: plenty
of restaurants serving quality western and
Indonesian fare, white sandy beaches,
raggae bars, diving trips, surfing, yoga and
more to enjoy at the Gilis.

Let’s just “pray” Hollywood doesn’t
make a movie about them anytime soon.



May 14 - 20, 2011 P H U K E T  G A Z E T T E 19

Guenter Bellach
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GUENTER Bellach is an avid
cyclist. He has logged over 8,000
kilometers on his bike, cycling
through Asia and Central
America, much of it in the past
five years. His record is espe-
cially impressive when you con-
sider that he will be 80 years of
age this year.

He has lived on Phuket with his
Thai wife for most of the past 15
years, on a property near Thalang
where he cleared the land, built his
house and dug a pond where he
swims almost every day. He is the
picture of health and vitality.

Guenter is a land surveyor and
still works on contracts in Laos on
big hydroelectric projects.

He was born in 1931 in Eastern
Germany. After the war, Guenter and
his father crossed into West Germany
several times in darkness.

“We wanted to move to the West
for work and a better life. We had
to sneak across a river into the West
and return without getting caught. We
were jailed once by the East
German police but they let us go.

“By 1948, by using false papers,
my mother was able to join my
father and the family was reunited
in West Germany.”

The young Guenter was eager
to emigrate abroad. In the early
1950s, he applied to live in
Venezuela, Australia and the USA
but was rejected as he had little

formal education or training.
Finally in 1953 he was accepted

to work in Canada as a farm laborer.
“I eventually got a job in con-

struction in Toronto and was
chosen to work with the land sur-
veyor. I found it interesting work
and took a correspondence course
to gain a qualification. I had very
little formal education and taught
myself English by reading books.”

Guenter then went to work for
civil engineering and surveyor com-
panies. His goal was to become the
most qualified surveyor in Canada,
and he eventually received certifica-
tion in seven provinces.

He worked on topographical sur-
veys and measured subdivisions, but
what he really wanted was to work
out in nature.

“I asked to be sent to survey the
border between the Northwest Ter-
ritories and the Province of
Saskatchewan. We had to work in
the freezing winters when the ground
was frozen solid, and we only had
two to three hours of daylight to do
our work.

“It was so cold that the camp

cook had to sleep with the eggs
to keep them from freezing. I had
to wear four sets of gloves and
could barely see as my breath
would turn to ice on my glasses.”

Guenter has had a lifelong urge
for what he describes as his free-
dom. He negotiated with his
companies for long winter holidays
so he could travel to remote tropi-
cal places. He took a two year
posting to the Bahamas because he
wanted to learn to sail. He bought a
23 foot sloop and became a
competent sailor.

By 1991 he was ready to cross
the Pacific Ocean alone in a sailboat.
He left from San Francisco and
arrived in Thailand several chal-
lenging months later.

Guenter has worked surveying
oil wells in Guyana, Saudi Arabia
and Oman. While on a break from
the Middle East, he invited his son
to join him on a bike tour around
Southern India. Together they
covered over 1,000 kilometers,
from Chennai to Cochin.

He also joined his daughter and
her family on a 500 kilometer bike
trip around Eastern Germany and
Western Poland, the region where
he spent his childhood.

“I love living on Phuket. I am sur-
rounded by nature and I think the
Thai people have the most enjoy-
able attitude toward living in the
entire world.”

The individuals profiled in “Expat Gallery” are chosen on the basis
of their contributions to Phuket, and for having made those contri-
butions in successful partnerships with Thais. For many, the con-
tributions have entailed significant investment, often in the mid-80s
and 90s when the rules of business were, ahh, not always clear.
Some are not in business at all, but all have one thing in common: if
there were a Who’s Who in Phuket, they’d be in it.

About Expat Gallery
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Thor thunders at box office

HAMMERTIME: Watch out for the hammer-wielding warmonger Thor, in his self-titled film all about him.

Director: Kenneth Branagh
Starring: Chris Hemsworth,
Natalie Portman, Tom Hiddleston,
Anthony Hopkins
Genre: Action
Gazette Rating: 3/5

Thor

EYE, EYE: Anthony Hopkins plays King Odin in blockbuster ‘Thor’.

LONG gone are the days of
superheroes like Spiderman and
the X-Men being solely debated by
skinny guys with large glasses and
wardrobes supplied by their moth-
ers. The birth of the comic book
blockbuster has officially marked
the death of one of the most
sacred refuges of comic nerds.

Thanks to the likes of the
Spiderman trilogy, Iron Man, and
Thor – the latest comic hero to hit
the silver screen – these once bea-
cons of nerdity have become as
mainstream as McDonalds.

For anyone who manages to
avoid the hype of Hollywood
hoopla, Thor is the latest chapter
from Marvel Studios to introduce
a character from the classic comic
The Avengers. This is part of one
of the largest projects in film his-
tory: to introduce each of the
superheroes from The Avengers in
their very own film, then have
them join forces in a culminating
blockbuster.

The Avengers is due to be re-
leased in 2012 and will bring
together the characters from the
Hulk (the Edward Norton version
from 2008), Iron Man, Captain
America (due for release later this
summer), and Thor, which just
raked in US $66 million in its
opening weekend. The effort
has already generated more

than US $1 billion in revenue.
The interesting thing about Thor

is that he is by far the most pecu-
liar member of The Avengers crew.
All the other characters are more-
or-less products of science fiction:
The Hulk found a serum that makes
him green and ripped. Iron Man is
just a fancy suit created by a
super-genius engineer. Captain
America is the result of a top-
secret military project.

Thor, on the other hand, is a
straight-up god. The god of thun-
der, to be exact. He lives in
another world, travels to earth via
wormholes and flaunts an omnipo-
tent set of powers. Thor can fly,
seemingly sustain almost any
physical injury, and has a hammer
that could challenge the bolts of
Zeus. For these reasons, he might
be a bit out of place amongst the
rest of the Avengers, but he will
certainly ensure that special ef-
fects are never in short supply.

For anyone confused by the
trailer’s images of armies in a
golden-esque land full of horses
and shimmering galaxies, the film
does take place in two different
worlds. The first is ours; the sec-
ond is Thor’s home planet of
Asgard. Think of Asgard as a place
where Lord of the Rings meets
Norse mythology. It has beaming
golden towers, shiny crystals and
no atmosphere, which allows it
to float in a surreal galaxy.

A cocky heir to the throne of
Asgard, Thor possesses a re-
nowned recklessness that earns
him several warnings from his
father, King Odin (Hopkins).

After Thor reignites a war with
Asgard’s ancient enemy, the king
is forced to come up with a cre-
ative punishment, and earth
becomes destination banishment.
That doesn’t say much about

what Asgard’s people think of
earth, but oh well – earth is
always in need of a hero.

Director Kenneth Branagh is a
lifelong fan of the Thor series.
Best known for his roles in Harry
Potter and the Chamber of Secrets
and the 1996 Hamlet, he’s right
at home with Thor, and he ensures
that the film remains true to its
comic book origins.

That kind of dedication is typi-
cally the key to a successful comic
book adaptation, but Thor’s godly
status makes him a different icon
to moviegoers. He is unlikely to
connect with a wide audience the
way Spiderman or Iron Man can.
As a matter of fact, his hard-edged
Viking talk is so limited that Thor
actually has very few lines in the

film, despite being on screen for
the majority of it.

Still, no ensemble of superhe-
roes would be complete without
a completely dorked-out member,
even if he looks like he needs to

be screened for steroids. So nerds
rejoice – you have your devout
addition to The Avengers crew. The
rest of moviegoers have a super-
hero movie that’s big on special
effects but short on substance.

POOR Arnold Schwarzenegger is
having a tough time of late. His
political career is over and he was
recently named “one of the worst
governors to have served in the
United States” by an ethics watch-
dog group. Oh, and he also
split from his wife of 25 years,
Maria Shriver, earlier this week.

Tough times indeed for the
Austrian Oak, which may have
prompted his decision to return to
film, again. Let’s hope his next
film is better than last year’s The
Expendables a la Sly Stallone.

It has been reported that Arnie
will develop a television show and
comic based on his political alias
“The Governator”.

There are also rumors buzzing
around the internet about a new
Terminator movie that Arnie is
pegged to appear in. Makes
sense, he did warn us in 1984 he
would be back.

– Blair Christopher

Governator keeps his
promise – he’s back!

Image:
 Wikimedia
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IT’S INDEED a most pleasant
surprise to find an English
bookstore tucked in the midst of
hamburger and pizza places at the
Tesco Cherng Talay arcade.

The Bookazine is small but
carries a good collection of books.
Past the many titles proclaiming
sex and the
steamier side
of life, you
can still come
across some
classics in the
Thailand section. They may not
be always available, but four of
them are particularly worth
mentioning.

Though the Kingdom of Make
Believe by Dean Barrett also has
its share of sex, it’s a story told
with commendable sensitivity. A
New York publisher returns to
Thailand after 20 years to help his
brother’s widow.  After many a
turns and twists he discovers that
“nothing in Thailand is what it
seems” and in the end enters
monkhood to seek the truth.
(A different reaction from that of
a character in Lawrence Durrell’s
The Alexandria Quartet who says
that “If things were always what
they seemed, how impoverished
would be the imagination
of man.”)

In Mai Pen Rai Means Never
Mind, Carol Hollinger gives an
entertaining account of her expe-
riences in Thailand almost four
decades ago as a housewife,
mother and teacher.

Her main message remains
equally relevant today – to live
happily in Thailand you
must absorb the spirit of mai
pen rai used by the Thai as
a “secret weapon”.

If you absorb this spirit, you
will happily accept such things as

“creative driv-
ing” and clocks
that chime mai
pen rai instead
of the hour.

The subtitle
of Successful Living In Thailand
by Roger Welty is self
explanatory: Feel at Home in
Thailand, at Ease with the Thais,
and at Peace with Yourself in
Unfamiliar Surroundings.  The
advice ranges from how to cope
with stress to living with house
lizards or geckos. Called
chingchok in Thai they are
thought lucky to have around the
house. It is considered bad form
to kill them.

 The fourth book Falcon At
the Court of Siam contains
an unforgettable account by
John Hoskin of a Greek –
Constantine Phaulkon – who
rose to great heights as King
Narai’s favorite courtier at the end
of the 17th century, higher
than any other foreigner before
or since.

He was, however, seen as a
conniving man by his enemies who
were consumed by jealousy and
anger at his ambition. Constantine
was eventually beheaded.

The Spy snoops
in the bookstore

TWO TOP DJs are coming to
the island later this month on a
whirlwind tour.

On May 22 and 28, at newly-
named Indochine Surin Beach
Club: StereoLab, British DJ
Norman Jay and American DJ
Frank Richards will take to the
turntables.

In the past few months Phuket
dance music fans have been
treated to some big names in the
industry, with Dirty Vegas, Bob
Sinclar and Roger Sanchez hav-
ing graced the Patong club circuit.

Now it’s the turn of Surin to place
the party scene firmly back in its
court – if only for a few nights.

On May 22, DJ Norman Jay,
MBE (Member of the British Em-
pire) of West Indian parents born in
London will bring his eclectic mix
of jazz, blue-beat, ska, rock, reggae
and R&B influenced by Sly Stone,
Aretha Franklin, Stevie Wonder,

Marvin Gaye and James Brown.
At the same nightclub on May

28, DJ Frank Richards from Las
Vegas will play to what is expected
to be a packed out crowd. He has
been a mainstay of house music in
his hometown since 1992 and a
major force in Las Vegas nightlife.
DJ Frank has played around the
world, including Bangkok’s Q Bar
in recent times.

The two top DJ visits are part
of a program by Indochine Phuket
to bring a host of DJs to its Surin
and Kalim sites.

Giusseppe Viva, Indochine’s
food and beverage manager said:
“We will bring top DJs to Phuket
on an ongoing, regular basis. They
will meet an increasing demand for
this type of entertainment on
Phuket and add a great deal of
color and excitement to our Surin
Beach Club: StereoLab and Kalim
Beach operations.”

Sound of Surin:
Cue the music

The Nation scoops design
and photography awards
THE Nation Multimedia Group, of which the Phuket Gazette is a part,
won two key prizes at the 10th Asia Media Awards ceremony in
Bangkok recently.
    Photographer Watcharachai Klaipong won gold for his photo (above)
of emergency relief being delivered to stranded flood victims.
“After seeing all the entries in this award category, I feel very proud
of my achievement,” said Mr Watcharachai.
Adul Daengmool, chief designer of the Nation Group’s Thai-language
daily Kom Chad Luek, won silver in the “Best In Design” awards in the
“Newspaper Front Page Design” (above) category.
    The award presentation ceremony, held at the Shangri-La Hotel,
was presided over by Prime Minister Abhisit Vejjajiva. The event was
organized by the World Association of Newspapers and News
Publishers (WAN-IFRA).

COMING TO SURIN: Music this month
coming to Indochine at Surin.
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NEW CONNECTIONS: The new route will connect Saphan Hin to Koh Sireh.

Third route
gets going
For all those in Phuket who support public
transport, a new route for the ‘poh thong’
buses may leave you feeling tickled pink

Patong Merlin Hotel

promjaiphuket@gmail.com

for May ’11Best Promotion

IN THE PINK: The pink ‘Poh Thong’ have proven popular with people in Phuket Town.

By Steven Layne and S Fein

THE PHUKET Provincial Admin-
istration Organization (OrBorJor)
launched the third service route
for its expanding fleet of pink
poh thong public transport ve-
hicles early this month, expand-
ing the coverage area onto Koh
Sireh in Rassada.

Poh thong comes from the
Hokkien name for the kind of
“wood-framed” transport vehicle
known in Thai as sawngtaew, lit-
erally “two rows” [of benches].
The use of the term poh thong to
describe the vehicles harks back
to earlier times, when Phuket’s
unique island dialect and extensive
use of Hokkien vocabulary made
it very difficult for off-islanders
to understand.

On a linguistic note, the poh
thong bus should not be confused
with the similarly spelled, and more
commonly used Thai words po
thong, which mean “golden fig.”

As for the distinctive color of
the vehicles, pink was the color of

the surprising victory of current
OrBorJor President Paiboon
Upatising and is now the trademark
of all things associated with the
current administration, from wa-
ter trucks to the new OrBorJor
Hospital in the east of Phuket Town.

Since their inception in Septem-
ber 2009, the city’s two inaugural
poh thong lines have for the first
time allowed passengers to cheaply
and safely travel to many parts of
Phuket Town proper, as well as
parts of the surrounding subdis-
tricts of Rassada and Wichit.

The two routes are basically the
same as the routes plied by the
fleet of old, mechanically-troubled
and notoriously-unreliable green
minibuses, introduced by the pre-
vious OrBorJor, that passengers
sometimes had to wait up to one
hour for. In sharp contrast, the
new poh thong leave at regular
intervals and even have GPS moni-
toring systems.

Route 1 runs between Saphan
Hin and Big C, while Route 2 con-
nects Laem Chan Health Station

with Supercheap. Both routes
cross paths at the Phuket Provin-
cial Bus Terminal and again along
Chumphon Road, where Phuket
City Police Station is located.

For just a 10 baht flat fare (free
for young children and uniformed
students), even for foreigners,
the poh thong buses run daily at
30 minute intervals between 6am
and 7pm, not 8pm as reported
elsewhere.

The latest addition, Route 3,
provides service between Saphan
Hin at the south end of town, then
works its way through the city
center and onto Koh Sireh in
Rassada, with its terminus at
Laem Tukkae, at the southern
point of the island.

The new route is welcomed by
thousands living on Koh Sireh and
other parts of southeastern Phuket
Town and neighboring Rassada,
which are home to the Kan Keha
(National Housing Authority) pub-
lic housing project, the Saphan Pla
fish pier, the new OrBorJor hos-
pital as well as Rassada Harbor,

another OrBorJor-administered
facility where ferries depart to the
Phi Phi Islands.

The terminus at Laem Tukkae
is home to a large community of
low-income sea gypsies, who will
certainly welcome the service.

The poh thong service won a
Prime Minister ’s Innovation
Award last year. That success still
firmly in mind, the OrBorJor is
seeking to continually expand the
network. The next route under
consideration is one that would
connect Phuket Bus Terminal 1 on
Phang Nga Road with the “new”

Phuket Bus Terminal 2 on
Thepkrasattri Road southbound
in Rassada, presumably along
Rassadanusorn Road.

Unfortunately the new bus sta-
tion, which will be the terminus
for all off-island buses after it
opens, has sat dormant for almost
a year-and-a-half as neither the
OrBorJor or Rassada Municipal-
ity are prepared to operate it.

For more information on this
new route, the pink bus initiative,
and public transport on Phuket in
general, see the Phuket Gazette
editorial on page 8.

Find more

Recruitment

 Classified

ads at
www.phuketgazette.net!
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The whole world’s gone mad

By Blair Christopher

LOL, OMG given the nod:
Oxford English Dictionary recog-
nized “lots of love/laugh out loud,
“oh my God” and a “love heart”
symbol as words worthy of
recording into history in February
this year. Words escape most of
us – and Oxford – it seems on
this call.

Every reason to endorse these
words leans on preposterous and
verges on insane. The stalwart
gatekeepers of the English
language in the UK have finally
lightened up it seems, loosening
their grip on the English
language.

But does giving slack to
such words open the “text-
message-lingo” floodgates? Yes,
it does.

Oxford seems to be playing
“cool dad” and trying to get all the
“young ones” to like him.

Maybe next year, Oxford
will introduce a smiley face :)
– wouldn’t that be something.

Oxford, please preserve our
language and act your age.

Making light of suffering:
American comedian Gilbert
Gottfried was made to apologize
for jokes he made on Twitter about
the Japan earthquake and tsunami
in March.

Since 2000 Gottfried was the

voice of the quacking duck in
Aflac’s commercials, shouting
“Af-LAC!” at opportune moments.

That was until he was fired
after the following ill-timed, ill-
humored jokes about the Japan
disaster: “I just split up with my
girlfriend, but like the Japanese
say, ‘They’ll be another one
floating by any minute now.’”

The unsavory “tweets” have
since been deleted from his
Twitter.

This was not the first time
Gottfried has offended millions
with his below-the-belt humor.

Just two weeks after the 9/
11 attacks he was quoted say-
ing that it was hard to get a
direct flight from New York to
California because “they said
they have to stop at the Empire
State Building first,” according
to the New York Observer at
the time.

Exhuming the real Mona Lisa:
In April researchers in Italy
began their hunt for the
remains of the woman who
“might” have been the model for

Leonardo Da Vinci’s Mona Lisa.
Why? Their hope is to unravel

the mystery of the woman who
inspired one of the world’s most
infamous paintings, that experts
guess Da Vinci painted between
1503 and 1506. Still the reason
why lingers.

The researchers say that if they
can find her skull, they will be able
to reconstruct her face and com-
pare it with the painting. They will
use radar equipment to identify
objects underneath the church she
is thought to be buried. Yeah, yeah,
but why? Is it worth it? Can’t she
be left in peace?

This strikes us as one of the
oddest news stories so far this
year. Actress and writer Natalia
Strozzi upon hearing the news told
Reuters: “Let her rest in peace.
What could finding her remains
change to the charm of
Leonardo’s painting? To look for
her bones seems a sacrilege to
me.”

We would have to side with
Natalia. Sometimes things are just
best left alone.

Bin Laden revelry: Since Osama
bin Laden’s killing by US Navy
Seals on May 1, Americans in their
thousands have been placing
orders for “Osama merchandise”
to mark the occasion.

The website Zazzle, which al-
lows customers to submit designs
for t-shirts, badges and mugs has
been inundated with orders fol-
lowing bin Laden’s killing. It has
been reported that even baby
clothes with bin Laden’s image are
being sold online. Vengeance

Five months into 2011 and already so many ridiculous
events have taken place around the world. Here are five
howlers to have been unleashed upon planet Earth so far

it seems, is a form of consumer-
ism this month. Such sad times
we live in.

iPhone and a weighty issue:
A new iPhone application un-
wrapped last month allows us-
ers to take a photo of their food
and the app issues a calorie read-
out. Badged “MealSnap”, the app
cross-references photos of your
food with over half a million
food items in its database within
seconds.

The app then estimates how
many calories, proteins, fats, car-
bohydrates and vitamins are in
your meal.

The creators of the app believe
there is a niche for the product
due to the “lengthy process of
manually counting calories”.

This is the last straw.
Smartphones are officially smarter
than humans – or so it would seem
to the mass audience.

If anyone thinks this app
and many others like it on
smartphones are over-the-top,
please raise your hand.

Our phones now run our busi-
nesses, synchronize our phone
and email contacts, turn our
friends into dithering idiots
incapable of face-to-face conver-
sations, and now it seems, they
also keep us slim and trim.

The day will  come when
smartphones will walk our dogs
and mow the lawn.

If you spot something utterly bizarre
out and about in Phuket, we want to
hear from you. E:editor@phuket
gazette.net

MODEL BEHAVIOR? Since Osama bin Laden’s death, the internet has been
alive with thousands of sites selling bin Laden merchandise. Photo:AFP

LOL is a real word according to
Oxford – OMG! Photo: See Ming Lee
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Is Windows driving you nuts? Want to know about the best
Internet connections in Phuket? Need help finding a repair
shop or a dealer that knows what they’re doing? Join For
Dummies… author and local Windows guru Woody Leonhard
in his free weekly seminars. Sponsored by Woody’s
Sandwich Shoppes and the Phuket Gazette.

Free Computer Clinics

For more info contact Woody at T:076-290468

May 15 and June 19 – Chalong
June 5 – Patong

June 12 – Laguna, starts 10am.

May 14-15. The BIS Phuket FF
International Swim Meet
Welcome to the 3rd Annual Inter-
national Swimming Invitational at
the British International School,
Phuket, organized by its swim
team, the Flying Fish. This year
21 teams from seven countries
have registered, and around 382
athletes are expected to compete.
Events are seeded by time to en-
sure quality heats and a full pool
for every race. The competition
is held in the school’s 50-meter-
long course pool, while the 25m
pool will be open for warm-up
use. Food and refreshments will
be on sale all day long, making for
a fun day out at BIS. Contact
Cyrus Crews at T:076-238711 E:
ccrews@bisphuket.ac.th or visit
W:bisphuket.ac.th.

May 14 and 21. Saturday brunch
@ Two Chefs
Every Saturday Two Chefs
proudly presents their Saturday
brunch with a Scandinavian touch
from noon to 3pm. Eat all you can
for only 395 baht. Add only
another 300 baht and you can
drink as much as you want from
our wide choice of free-flowing
beverages. During each brunch,
MJ & Megan provide the enter-
tainment with their lovely voices.
Contact Two Chefs Restaurant at
T:076-330065 E:katacenter@
twochefs.com or visit W:
twochefs.com.

May 14. Central Festival
Phuket New Look Celebration
Central Festival Phuket cordially
invites you to Central Festival
Phuket New Look, a celebration
for an evening of fun by many

super stars and models at 4:30 pm.
Grand Hall, Level 1, Central Fes-
tival Phuket. After the party, join
us for Shall We Sing & Dance
Ballroom dancing at the Pimento
Bar on first  Floor at Lanlom Bar
Circle. Also win many prizes with
every 1,000 baht purchase, 6-29
May. Contact Siromanee at T:
076-291111 E:KoSiromanee
@central.co.th

May 15. Sunday Brunch at
M�venpick Phuket
Gourmet Sunday – an indulgent
Sunday with all the trimmings:
imported meat, fresh seafood,
cheeses, sushi and sashimi,
outdoor barbecue, pan-fried
goose liver, Swiss specialities,
M�venpick ice cream, M�venpick
coffee and so much more. Every
Sunday, from  noon to 3pm at our

Pacifica restaurant. 1,800 baht++
per person, inclusive of selected
wines and cocktails. 1,500 baht++
per person for food only. Prices
are subject to 10 per cent service
charge and seven per cent gov-
ernment tax. Contact Guest Ser-
vice at T: 076-396139 E: reserva-
tions. phuket@moevenpick.com
or visit W:moevenpickphuket.com

May 15. Thanyapura Arts &
Farmer’s Market
Come let the healthy and artful
pleasures of the Thanyapura Arts
& Organic Farmer’s Market turn
Sunday into something special for
you and your family. Load up on
Phuket’s freshest organic pro-
duce, farmer’s market style, and
sit down to taste the gourmet or-
ganic pleasures of the newly
DiVine restaurant. Activities in-
clude art exhibitions and pottery
shows; KidzSole Walk on Water
and live music. Contact Nanapen
at T:076-336000, E: napapen.k
@thanyapura.co.th or visit
W:thanyapura.com

First home decor exhibition in
Phuket. You are invited to view
home and garden designs, trends,
ideas, solutions, tips and best
products – all at the best prices
for real estate companies. There
is nothing homeowners cannot
find or learn in this exhibition from

10.30am to 10pm. Don’t miss it!
Grand Hall, Level 1, Homeworks
Phuket. Contact Siromanee at
T:076-291111 E:KoSiromanee
@central.co.th

May 19. PIWC Monthly Lunch
The May lunch of the Phuket
International Women’s Club
(PIWC) will be held at Tawai
Restaurant, Lagoon Road, Cherng
Talay, from 11:30am to 2pm.
All are welcome and prior book-
ing is essential. Price 500 baht for
members and 650 baht for non-
members. Contact Carole Dux at
T:076-200730 E:info@phuket
iwc.com or visit W:phuket iwc.com

May 20. Indian Feast at Royal
Phuket Marina
Enjoy an “Indian Feast” at Les
Anges from 7-10pm. Homemade
Indian food will be prepared and
served by Padam Kahtri, Phuket’s
finest Indian Chef. Price 495 baht

net per person (including VAT and
service charge). Contact Les
Anges or Murat at T:076-360803,
081-9680738 E:muratc@royal
phuket marina.com or visit W:
royal phuketmarina.com

May 20. Curry Fridays
Curry Friday is held every fort-
night. Here is your chance to en-
joy a lavish Indian curry buffet.
Selections include all-time favor-
ites chicken tikka masala, very
hot mutton vindaloo, juicy ke-
babs, goan fish curry, chickpea
curry and much more. Served
with nan bread and basmati rice.
All you can eat for only 449 baht
nett. Draught by the glass just 50
baht nett. Special discount on
beverages. Venue: Navrang Mahal
India Restaurant at Karon Sea
Sands Resort & Spa. Time: 7pm
to11:30pm. For reservations,
please call: 076-286464, ext 4.

After the overwhelming success
of our first and second Salsa
Nights, and by popular demand,
we are happy to announce the 3rd

Salsa Event at RPM. Dance the
Cha-cha, Bachata, Samba and
Rumba Live on the Boardwalk
outside Les Anges Restaurant.
May21 from 8pm onwards  En-
trance: free of charge. Dress:
colorful. South American snack
buffet available from 8pm to 10pm
at 350 baht++ per person.
Contact Anna or Didier on T:084-
0517455, or Mr Murat, Events &
Group Manager at T:081-7973364
E:muratc@royalphuketmarina.com
or visit W:royalphuketmarina.com

May 22. BIS Tennis Plus
Doubles Tennis Tournament
Social Tennis Tournament. Ladies’
and men’s doubles at 900 baht
per team, lunch included. All
teams will get at least two mat-
ches. Entries close on May 15 at
5pm. Contact Dianne at T:089-4
698100 E:didee51@yahoo.com.au

Come along and show
support for the ongoing
efforts of the Soi Dog
Foundation and join us for
a fabulous brunch at
Evason’s Into the Beach.
Tickets are 2,000 baht
and all proceeds go
directly to the charity.
There will be free-flow
drinks, delicious cuisine,
plenty of entertainment,
great company and all for
a worthy cause. Contact
Cristy at T: 084-0544367
E:suaysiam@gmail.com
or visit W:soidog.org

See you there!

May 22. Soi Dog Charity Brunch

May 21. Salsa Night at Royal
Phuket Marina

May 17-23. HomeWorks Home
Paradise
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Heroines’ Festival
a hit with locals

By Bruce Stanley

THE latest of many great parties to support a worthwhile charity was held
last Saturday when friends and supporters of the Phuket Has Been Good
to Us Foundation held their second annual fund-raising dinner and dance
party at the Sheraton Grande Laguna Beach Resort.

If you weren’t there, you missed a really good time. The Sheraton pre-
sented a stunning four-course sit-down dinner that was expertly delivered.
Glasses of the happy guests were kept full with selections of sparkling,
red and whites from the Andaman Wine Club and Wine Connection.

Bill O’Leary returned to the stage as Phuket’s premier Master of Cer-
emonies while Kathy Davies and Chantal Fernandes, who co-ordinated the
evening, rushed about selling raffle tickets and ensuring that every guest
was happy. Not to worry. A few hundred of Phuket’s movers and shakers
were having the time of their lives.

Eighty-seven-year-old Al Chapple, an American who has retired to Phuket,
held center stage with his classic piano tunes, Helene and “Rihanna” from
the Boat Bar got nearly everyone dancing, and groovemaster DJ Jay Le
Shark also rocked the ballroom.

Two million baht was raised through ticket sales, auctions and raffle
tickets. Everyone went home with either a great prize or a feeling of satis-
faction that they had a very good time for a very worthy cause. The Phuket
Gazette was proud to be one of the many sponsors of this event.

The Phuket Has Been Good to Us Foundation provides English language
training to over 600 students in Kamala and Kalim schools. The late Tom
McNamara, founder of the Baan Rim Pa restaurant group and the Founda-
tion, believed giving local children training in English would help them
lead better lives on Phuket.

To check out the Foundation’s activities and how you can help, check
out W:phukethasbeengoodtous.org

ON STAGE: Vicky Coburn, Natalie Ellet, Sara McCarthy and Cristy Baker

Klaus and Joyce Christandl Chantal Fernandes and Peter Webber

Jason Friedman and Eleanor Hardy, general managers
of Siam BKK and Datai Langkawi

IT’S RAINING RIHANNAS: A tribute pop act took
to the stage.

Charity ball a winner for allCharity ball a winner for all
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RAWAI-NAIHARN dragonboat club held their first-ever race event on Nai Harn lake last Sunday. A large crowd gathered
around the lake to watch the Panwa Dragons cruise to victory by a 10-second lead against the Rawai-Naiharn Dragons in
race one. But that wasn’t the end of the day’s water bouts.
    Team Novotel, a team of Thai nationals, were joined by four expat women racers, who defeated the Rawai-Naiharn
Dragons in race two.
    Race three saw the Rawai-Naiharn Dragons go head-to-head, paddle-to-paddle, against the Panwa Dragons once
more. Despite a valiant effort, and by a small margin, Panwa took victory for the second time. The Rawai-Naiharn
Dragons did manage to pick up a consolation prize after hatrick of losses: They signed up 10 new members for their
team. For more information on dragonboat racing visit W:Phuketdragonboats.com. Photos: Dean Noble

Dawn of the water dragons
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 Puzzle solutions on page 39

Provided by BestCrosswords.com
Used with permission

General Knowledge
1. What is the name of the longest highway in the

world, and how long is it?

2. Which country accounts for nearly one-third of
the world’s teak population?

3. This country is also known as the “country of
copper”. What country is it?

4. The river Volga flows into which sea?

5. The coldest place on Earth is?

6. The river Jordan flows into which sea?

7. The first prime minister of Bangladesh was?

8. The name given to the border that separates
Pakistan and Afghanistan is what?

9. What is the largest island in the Mediterranean
Sea?

10. What is the longest river in the world?

11. Which country is the largest coffee producer in
the world?

12. What is the largest desert in the world?

13. What name was Thailand formerly known as be
fore 1932?

14. What year was the Grand Palace in Bangkok built?

15. Thailand is the world’s ___th largest country?

Quiz solutions on page 39

TAURUS (April 21-May 21):
What is broken can be
more easily fixed this
week. The astral atmo-

sphere will support Taureans who
need to put something right,
whether this is a material matter
or a personal issue. Your luck with
finances is strong, but a jealous
air sign acquaintance could try to
take advantage this weekend.
Those with a birthday in the week
ahead will see that the truth is on
their side during the coming year.

GEMINI (May 22-June 21):
Geminis should guard
against speaking in the
heat of the moment this

week. The chances of saying the
wrong words are particularly
strong on Wednesday and this
could result in a bureaucratic
tangle. Your luck in romance picks
up during the second half of May.
Those who are single should dis-
cover that they are on the same
wavelength as an earth sign. The
number six brings good fortune
this weekend.

CANCER (June 22-July 23):
A positive week lies
ahead for most of those
born under the sign of

Cancer. Romance could move into
the fast lane during the second half
of May. Those who are still carry-

Across
1. Less common
6. Capital of Calvados, in NW

France
10.  __colada
14. Declaim
15. Lhasa ___
16. Agog
17.  Reserved
20. Aurora’s counterpart
21. Chose
22. Queues
23. Pizazz
24. Junior
25. Forebrain
32.  ___there yet?
33. Horne solo
34. Female sheep
35. Honeycomb unit
36. Spoil
38. Expel gas or odor
39. Wreath of flowers
40. River to the Moselle
41. Golf clubs
42. Unyielding
46. Born
47. Slaughter of baseball
48. Anatomical cavity
51. Gastropod mollusk
53. Riled (up)
56. Empiricism
59. Milk source
60. Actor Auberjonois
61. Rich cake
62. Formicary residents
63. Clairvoyant
64. Singer John;

Down
1. Libertine
2. Florence’s river
3. X-ray units
4. Hot time in Paris
5. Regret
6. Small territorial district
7. Church recess
8. Cornerstone abbr.
9. And not
10. Film on copper
11. Victor’s cry

ing emotional baggage from a rela-
tionship that failed earlier this year
may want to put a new liaison into
a slower gear for a while. Monday
is the most auspicious day to have
a heart-to-heart conversation.

LEO (July 24-August 22): Spend-
ing your hard-earned
money on a whim of the
moment is highlighted

to set Leos back financially this
week. The stars suggest that you
avoid being under the influence of
friends who have more cash to
splash. An offer of employment
sparks your interest, but you may
need to bargain for a better salary.
Hot days for romance are Tues-
day and Wednesday.

VIRGO (August 23-September
23): The stars indicate
that certain Virgoans are
holding on to a situation

or person because of misplaced
emotions. It’s likely that this mat-
ter will come to a head during the
coming week, forcing you to take
action. The stars indicate that you
will be back on track by the end of
May, ready to embrace all the good
fortune that June will bring.

LIBRA (September 24-October
23): Delegating respon-
sibilities proves to be
easier than you feared

this week. Librans who have been
considering asking a water sign to
help out are forecast to receive
proof that this person is capable. A
fire sign is less reliable. Your ten-
dency to try to move mountains
needs to be addressed – small,
steady results are forecast to be at-
tainable during May’s second half.

SCORPIO (October 24-Novem-
ber 22): An offer con-
cerning employment
that seems too good to

be true needs examining with a fine
toothcomb. Scorpios who are
tempted to jump in at the deep end
are advised to take advice, even if
this involves contacting people who
they prefer to keep at arm’s length.
Where affairs of the heart are con-
cerned, you could have to admit to
making a mistake this weekend –
making a romantic gesture should
help keep the peace.

SAGITTARIUS (November 23-
December21): Sagitt-
arians are predicted to
be somewhat hot-tem-

pered this week. The stars advise
caution, particularly when com-
municating with figures of author-
ity later in the week. Answers you
receive may not be written in stone
and there is good chance that mis-
takes will be rectified at a later date.
A partner’s sour mood could af-
fect your relaxation this weekend.
If cheering them up doesn’t work,
retreat into your own space.

CAPRICORN (December 22-
January20): Capricorns
should hear news that
will make their day

early next week. A stressful start
to the month will now give way
to a calmer period. Where busi-
ness is concerned, you have the
golden touch until the end of May
and there are signs that financial
success is imminent. Those who
are tired of being in the shadow
of an overconfident fire sign
colleague have a perfect opportu-
nity to emerge.

AQUARIUS (January 21-Febru-
ary 19): Deadlines
are forecast to push
Aquarians to the limit

this week. The stars recommend
resisting the temptation to party
this weekend and focusing on
rest and relaxation. In the realm
of romance, there are signs that
taking time out to think about

what you really want will also
be a good thing. It appears that
crossed wires are affecting
communication with an air sign
partner. The number two is lucky
on Monday.

PISCES (February 20-March 20):
Getting to the root of a
problem could cause
Pisceans to feel frus-

trated this week. It’s unlikely that
you will get honest answers from
another water sign, but an air sign
is ready to open up. Where work
is concerned, the stars suggest
that removing your sunshades
could show that opportunities are
right in front of your eyes.
Romance is forecast to be light-
hearted, with emphasis on flirta-
tious fun this weekend.

ARIES (March 21-April 20):
Your imagination could
lead you up the jungle
path this week. Arians

are advised to focus on reality,
especially in the area of personal
relationships. Where employment
is concerned, the stars suggest
that you have more influence than
you think over other people, but
this needs to be used wisely. Wear
the color amber to encourage a
more down to earth outlook. The
number eight can bring good
fortune this weekend.

12. Actress Campbell
13. Citrus coolers
18. Mayberry moppet
19. Hawaiian greeting
23. Basin
24. Roasting rod
25. Primp
26. Museum piece
27. Capital of Egypt
28. Directional ending
29. Yellowish citrus fruit
30. Due (to)
31. Devices for fishing
32. Legal rights org.

36. Record with a VCR
37. Swiss river
38. Goddess and sister of Ares

in Greek mythology
40. Campaign tactic
41. Quarantine
43. Beginnings
44. More nasty
45. Monogram ltr.
48. Goat’s milk cheese
49. Farm team
50. Petty quarrel
51. Hook’s helper
52. Branta sandvicensis
53. Java trumpeter
54. This, in Tijuana
55. Revenuers, for short
57. Apr. addressee
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First Patong
Sino-styled
resort to open
ONE OF the largest four-star
Patong beachfront hotels is to
undergo a complete transforma-
tion into a contemporary
sino-styled resort and spa under
new ownership.

The seven-story Club Andaman
Beach Resort closed its doors on
April 30, after more than 20 years
of service, allowing major reno-
vations to begin, which will
transform the hotel into a mod-
ern-day revival of Old Phuket
Town’s historical Sino-Portu-
guese architecture and reopen as
the Andaman Embrace Resort &
Spa this December.

Located opposite Loma Park on
Patong Beach, the newly-branded

10-rai resort is to be operated by
Phuket-based hoteliers Limsup
Grand Co Ltd.

As well as completely rede-
signing the hotel’s interior and
refurbishing the 200 guest
rooms to give the resort an
entirely new contemporary sino-
colonial look, the resort’s
transformation into the Andaman
Embrace Resort & Spa includes
the addition of a 570 square-
meter swimming pool,  an
independently operated spa and
a new restaurant.

But popular features set to
remain in place include the
resort’s tropical garden
dotted with 18 “lotus cottages”

surrounding an ornamental pond.
Andaman Embrace Managing

Director Salisa Limsakul said the
existing cottages and garden will
stay but will also be completely
revamped to fit the Sino-Portu-
guese architectural theme and
give guests a modern hotel ex-
perience with a traditional twist.

“Our priority is to ensure guest
satisfaction by providing luxurious
facilities and excellent hospitality
at affordable prices. A key factor
in achieving this is Limsup
Grand’s generations of experience
in the region as a top-quality
resort developer and service pro-
vider,” said Ms Limsakul.

“Andaman Embrace will open

with an entirely new dedicated
team of experienced managers and
staff to ensure a smooth launch
in time for the high season and
provide five-star services at four-
star prices, and we’ll be offering
low-season rates throughout the
2011-2012 peak season until
October next year,” she said.

The brand new Andaman Em-
brace poolside spa will feature
individual massage and beauty
treatment rooms, each with a spa
bath in a private garden.

The guest rooms are spacious
and modern with subtle elements of
Sino-Portuguese tones and architec-
ture in the decor and furniture.

Ms Limsakul said she expected

78 guest rooms on the two lower
floors to be operational in time to
accept guests during the peak sea-
son, giving guests a choice of
three room types: Andaman
Rooms,  Andaman Deluxe and
Balcony Deluxe rooms.

“Even the entry-level Andaman
Rooms are designed to be com-
fortable and spacious and styled
to give our guests a luxurious and
refreshing experience of modern
convenience,” said Ms Limsakul.

The expansive first-floor lobby
will feature a  Sino-Portuguse
style shopping arcade – a modern
version of Old Phuket Town –
with 13 boutique shops.

– Phuket Gazette

SINO-STYLED: Rooms at the Andaman Embrace Resort & Spa fuse elements of Sino-Portuguese architecture
with contemporary clean lines.
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GO ESCAPE: Mango House in Koh Lanta is one of many comfortable, quaint and affordable places to stay in
Phuket’s surrounding areas.

THE Getaway is a classic movie
directed by Sam Peckinpah and
stars the epitome of cool, Steve
McQueen.

The film is renowned for its
out-of-control high-speed car
chases, with more gear changes
than an AK-47 has bullets.

Getting away from the some-
times feverish pace of life in
Phuket is easily done these days
by taking the road over the Sarasin
Bridge and escaping into a world
with fewer of life’s pressures.

“Destination unknown” might
sound like a good idea, but come
sundown you may wish to tuck
into a nice cold beer and start
thinking about where you want to
lay your head for the night.

First stop is north of well
known Natai beach, with its multi-
million dollar ultra villas, and the
sleepy little area of Bo Dan,  just
past the hot spring and Aleenta
Resort and Spa.

Here sits the charming Water-
jade Resort (water-jade.com) on a
private natural lagoon. It’s a mix
of cheap-chic with a small assort-
ment of attached hotel rooms and
bungalow villas with decks extend-
ing over the water.

Dining comes easy with the
casual Srivare restaurant and its
great assortment of seafood and
local Thai specialties.

Activities include biking and
canoeing or you can wander down
to the nearby beach and soak up
a sunset.

Of course Phuket is all about
options and some getaways are best
served by visiting nearby islands.

Just off Phuket’s east coast is
Naka Yai Island, which harbors the

plush Six Senses Sanctuary resort.
While this remains a stunning es-
tablishment, there is also a nearby,
little-known alternative named the
Tenta Nakara (tentanakara.com).

Here is a boutique, 16-unit
offering, featuring luxury tents.

Organic gardens and no elec-
tricity give a  Robinson Crusoe
flair to an overnight stay, while a
pristine white-sand beach and
stunning views of Phang Nga Bay

provide all the scenery anyone
could desire.

Taking a wider view of Greater
Phuket, our journey leads us to
Krabi’s Koh Lanta Old Town.

Here, a stay at the Mango
House (mangohouses.com) with
its oceanfront suites and houses
complete with hammocks, fans
and mosquito nets,  is an experi-
ence to remember.

Chinese-style wooden pole
houses with over-water accom-
modation provide a unique base
from which to explore Koh Lanta
and its environs.

Last stop on our road trip is
the Khao Sok Tree House Resort

(khaosok-treehouse.com). Here,
you can wake up to the sounds
of a babbling brook and a chorus
of frogs combining for a jungle
jam session.

An eclectic selection of rustic
and “more bark for your money”
tree houses have something for
every escapee’s budget.

There you have it. Hopefully
your appetite has been stirred to
explore and experience some of
these recommendations just over
“the bridge”.

Bill Barnett is Managing Director of
C9 Hotelworks and can be contacted
through www.c9hotelworks.com.

The Shangri-La
Bang Tao update

PART of the former Shangri-La
mixed use resort project in Bang
Tao, which stalled during the glo-
bal financial crises a few years ago,
has been put up for sale by CBRE.

On offer is 70 rai of the 139 rai
original site with 160-meter beach
frontage.

The owners, Indonesian firm
PT Jakarta Setiabudi International
Tbk, reportedly have no immedi-
ate plans to develop the property.

The parcel of land remains one
of the most strategic hotel develop-
ment sites on the island and remains
attractive given its proximity to des-
tination resort Laguna Phuket.

Further up the road in Layan,
Japanese firm Kajima are work-
ing on multi-million dollar ocean
view villas that could enter the
market by the end of this year.

Luxury residential
village rising near
Laguna Phuket

NEW UPSCALE integrated resi-
dential project The Odyssey will
rise on the doorstep of Laguna
Phuket in Cherng Talay.

Located on 57 rai, and bought
in March of this year, the site is
where the former Explorer devel-
opment was located.

The project will be launched in
the third quarter of this year, in-
cludes 260 luxury apartments with
two, three  and four bedroom con-
figurations. Buildings will be seven
stories, with swimming pools atop
each structure.

Unit areas range from 140
square meters up to 325sqm for
the 44 penthouses with private
plunge pools. Recreational facilities
include three tennis courts, squash
courts and a large sports center.

Tawan diversifies

LOCAL property firm Tawan Prop-
erty continues to spread their busi-
ness model into growth sectors.

A recently announced partner-
ship between Tawan Cruises and
Sunseeker for the management of
the latter’s 18 boats is an example
of shifting business paradigms.

Another Tawan initiative was the
start of up tourist friendly high speed
rigid-inflatable boats for trips to the
East Coast and nearby islands from
Ao Po Grand Marina.

Off island
treasures
Off island
treasures
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Bangkok Airways
‘grand old dame’
needs some love

IN NEED OF REPAIRS: Bangkok Airways Phuket Town property.

By Pimwara Choksakulpan

BANGKOK Airways may lose the
rights to use a classic building in
Phuket Town as its office over
fears of dilapidation.

The two-storey building,
located on six rai in the green
enclave of the provincial offices
on Damrong Road, has stood
empty for seven years.

Officers, led by Phuket Vice
Governor Somkiet Sangkaosut-
thirak, inspected the building on
May 4 along with Thamrong
Thongtan, chief of the Phuket Trea-
sury Office, who owns the building.

Mr Thamrong explained that
Bangkok Airways signed 30-year
lease on the building in 2004.
Under the conditions of the lease,
the airline was to restore the build-
ing to its former glory.

Although the airline has fulfilled
its rental payments of nearly one
million baht a year, Bangkok Air-
ways has failed to renovate the
building and has not occupied the

premises or used them as an
office, as was originally intended,
said Mr Thamrong.

Now his office is considering
reclaiming the property in order
to preserve the building, he said.

“As I see it, Bangkok Airways
did not uphold the contract. We
have to fairly consider whether or
not to continue or cancel the con-
tract,” said Vice Gov Somkiet.

“If they [Bangkok Airways]
want to continue to lease the
building, we will consider
whether or not to levy a fine. If
they want to cancel the contract,
we will turn this property over for
other use,” he added.

Bangkok Airways Business De-
velopment Manager Watchara
Umnuayraksakul told the Gazette
that continual economic upheaval
since 2004 was the main reason
the airline had been unable to move
into the property as planned.

“Since 2004 we have faced one
economic crisis after another,
from the aftermath of the tsunami,
to the [yellow shirts] forcing the
airport to close in Bangkok, to the
red-shirt protests last year. All this
means we have been unable to
follow through with the contract
as planned,” Mr Watchara said.

“But now our financial situation
is getting better and we are look-
ing into continuing the project,
although we will have to first dis-
cuss with provincial officials
about revising the contract before
moving ahead,” he added.

Mr Watchara said that if
Bangkok Airways does go ahead
with renovating and occupying the
building, the project will include
construction of a two-storey
building at the site as accommo-
dation for employees.

PUTTING HIS FOOT DOWN: Vice
Governor Somkiet Sangkaosutthirak
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The tasty grass

Tip of the week

VARIATION ON A CLASSIC: The spider lily is well suited to Phuket because it flourishes in prolonged exposure to sunlight. Photo: Amy the Nurse

Little lily love in the tropics

AMONG the top choices for
starting a herb garden is lemon-
grass (Cymbopogan citratus).
It is a distinctive plant that re-
sembles a small version of
pampas grass with its sharp-
edged, long, flat leaves.

Known as takrai in Thailand,
it grows in dense clumps and
contains the same essential oil
as lemon peel, a characteristic
that gives it a citrussy tang.

Its slightly bulbous lower
stem and root top is the part
used in dishes throughout

Southeast Asia, forming a key
ingredient in many coconut-
based curries and soups.

Freely available in fresh mar-
kets year-round, cut roots can
be transplanted into moist soil,
where they should take.

Lemongrass is very hardy.
It grows wild on the island and
lives for three or more years.
It is said to repel mosquitoes.

Propagation and harvesting
are normally done by dividing
the root stock every few
months.

Hippeastrun, another Phuket sight.

BOOKS on tropical gardening
contain little information about
types of lily. In fact, few orna-
mental varieties are mentioned.
There is plenty about the allium
branch of the family – onions,
chives, garlic and the like – but
little on flowering lilies.

The problem is that though they
have been around for 4,000 years,
the majority of lilies grow only in
temperate or sub-tropical regions.

Indeed, most Asiatic hybrids or
Oriental lilies, despite their names,
exist here only as imports. These
are especially prized as cut flow-
ers destined for hotels and
drawing rooms.

But there are varieties that can
grace your Phuket garden. Take the
spider lily (Hymenocallis littoralis)
as an example.

It is used everywhere on the is-
land as a bedding plant, usually
planted in massed ranks to create
a dramatic effect. The spider lily is
ideal as ground cover, since it has
attractive strap-
shaped leaves,
and distinctive
s t a r - s h a p e d
flowers with
long spidery
petals emerging
from a white
hub – hence the
name spider lily.

It is a neat
plant, unlikely
to exceed two
feet in height.
Because of its
popularity, it
has spawned a number of culti-
vars, including a form with
attractive variegated foliage, and

another with much narrower
leaves. The flowers tend to appear
at the same time, and last quite a

while.
But perhaps

the lily’s main
selling point is
its good na-
ture. For it will
tolerate a range
of soils, and
though it flow-
ers most easily
in sunny con-
ditions, i t
will also put
up with deep
shade.

Moreover it
will, if left alone, multiply and
provide an ever larger patch of
blooms.

It is an excellent starter flower
for the new garden.

One lily-lookalike that flourishes
outdoors in Thailand’s dry season
is a variety of hippeastrum. No
longer classified as a true lily, the
hippeastrum belongs to the larger
genus of amaryllidaceae that
includes the lilies.

Right now, it is in flower around
Phuket, a distinctive, single-
stemmed plant crowned by four
lily-like, trumpet-shaped flowers
in an unusual shade of deep
salmon pink. The blooms face to
the four points of the compass –
hence the colloquial Thai name
translating as “facing four ways”
or “compass plant”.

It grows about 18 inches tall,
and looks particularly decorative
when grouped as a border plant.
Give it time and the bulbs will
multiply unseen.  A roadside bed
near Nai Harn Lake is evidence
of that.

Most other species of
hippeastrum will struggle in
Thailand’s heat. So it is usually
sold here – as in Europe – as a
massive bulb, which you then plant
in a container with the top third
projecting above the soil.

Give the bulb a rich potting mix,
with a pH no higher than 6.5. A

slow developer, it will, like its
outdoor Thai cousin, take up to
10 months to flower, and will only
do so once it has produced a least
four, characteristic, strap-like
leaves.

However, the results are truly
spectacular – voluptuous, trum-
pet-shaped blooms at the top of
thick, fleshy stems, and a range
of colors from deep red through
salmon pink to cream and white.

There are many striped and bi-
colored forms, as befits a plant
that has been extensively hybrid-
ized. And one stem may produce
anything from two to a dozen

blooms. But if you want your
hippeastrum to flower again, you
will need to put the bulb in cooler
conditions for a few weeks
before re-potting.

I am currently growing one in
a container outdoors. Placed in a
shaded area next to the house, it
already has several leaves, so it
should flower in due course – fin-
gers crossed. But the real test will
come if, and when, it is transferred
permanently to a flower bed.

If you have a garden that you would
like to be featured on this page, please
email: pcampbell45@gmail.com
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Find more Recruitment Classified ads
at

www.phuketgazette.net!
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Properties
For Sale

2 RAI OF LAND
NEAR LAGUNA

Just over 2 rai of land for
sale near Laguna/Tinlay
Place. Ready to build.
Peaceful area but good
choice of bars, restau-
rants and golf nearby. Di-
rect sale from owner.
Price: Around 5 million
baht per rai. Tel: 087-278
1393 (English), 081-968
3707. Email: rawai2004@
yahoo.co.uk

Looking for land to buy?
See more classified ads

 at www.phuketgazette.net

NICE AND
SPACIOUS HOUSE

In Heritage project, Kathu.
2 floors, fully furnished, 3
bedrooms, 4 bathrooms, 1
maid room. 234sq wah. 18
million baht. Tel: 081-892
0190 (Warit), 089-646
4823 (Rattana). Email:
prayoon_jp@hotmail.com

BRAND NEW CONDO

Mid Town, Royal Place
Project, 2nd floor, 37sqm.
Studio condo, fully fur-
nished, reasonable price.
Tel: 086-476 9612.

2-STORY HOUSE
IN PATONG

sea view. 50 Pi Road, 49sq
wah. 4 bedrooms with bal-
conies, 2 bathroom, aircon,
fully furnished. Chanote.
Price 17 million baht ono.
Tel: 087-270 9093. Email:
a.pueng@gmail.com

BAAN SAIYUAN
VILLA

Detached house in Rawai
98sqm, 3 bedrooms.
Price: 9.5 million baht. Tel:
087-270 9093. Email:
a.pueng@gmail.com

SEAVIEW LAND
IN AO MAKHAM

For sale. Chanote title, easy
access in and out with con-
crete road. Price: 12 million
baht per rai. No agents! Tel:
087-270 9093.

URGENT SALE!

Nice plot at a good location
near Two Villas project (Manik
area) with Chanote title. Price:
1.5 rai at 6.9 million baht. The
land has electricity, access
and ready to build on. Tel: 080-
520 2989. Email: pakaporns
@yahoo.com

3-BEDROOM
HOUSE

3-bedroom house (53 sq
wah) near the Heroines’
Monument. 2 bathrooms, 3
aircons, telephone &
internet, curtains, kitchen
and full landscaping. Price:
2.95 million baht (nego-
tiable). Contact owner. Tel:
080-520 2989. Email:
pakaporns@yahoo.com

NICE HOUSE
88 SQ WAH

4 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms,
3 aircons, sofa, cable TV.
Near Jomthong Village on
Khwang Rd. 6.5 million baht.
Tel: 086-774 2034. Email:
hataimata@hotmail.com

FOREIGN FREEHOLD
CONDO

Buy your condo at the hot-
test address in Patong,
Bangla Suites. 73sqm, sell-
ing at 14.5 million baht ono.
Call frank for more informa-
tion. Tel: 076-345238. 084-
078 2753  (English). Email:
info. realpro@gmail.com For
further details, please see
our website at www.real
proreal estatephuket.com

QUICK SALE IN KATHU
140sqm house: 3 bedrooms, 3
bathrooms, fully equipped,
internet, air conditioned, possibil-
ity for another bedroom, open
kitchen, big living room, garden
swimming pool ready to build.
Chanote title. Asking price : 5.6
million baht. Or rent it at 26,000
baht/month (long-term only). Tel:
076-319003, 089-966 6166 (En-
glish & Thai). 080-887 3732  (Thai).
Email: thaivid@hotmail.com

BEST BUY / PURI ANDA
POOL VILLAS

500m to Rawai Beach. 2-3
bedrooms, with built-in furniture
and kitchen. Private pool, sala,
garden. Pre-sale price: 7.5 mil-
lion baht. High yield invest-
ment returns. Contact Kris.
Tel: 081-691 3029. Email:
kris_silanachai@yahoo.com

GOLF VILLA FOR SALE
3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms,
10m pool, stunning views. Tel:
081-537 9684. For further de-
tails, please see our website at
www.vistaphuket.com

BEACHFRONT CONDO
2 bedrooms on top floor. Freehold.
North Patong. Price: 9.7 million
baht. Also available for rent. Tel:
086-276 5117. For photos please
email to jihshand@gmail.com

PATONG TOWER
FOR SALE

Modern, 1-bedroom 70sqm
condo, refitted and furnished.
Price: 4.95 million baht. Tel:
081-088 8099.

BANGLA
SHOPHOUSES

Four shophouses in Bangla
for sale or rent. Opposite
Rico Hotel. 16.5sq wah each,
4 floors each. Tel: 081-825
8961 (English & Thai), 081-
825 8969. Email: amorn21@
gmail.com

LAND FOR SALE
Near the main road to Baan
Don-Cherng Talay. 68sq wah.
1.1 million baht. Tel: 089-472
9118. Email: honda.1437@
yahoo.co.th

3-BEDROOM HOUSE
62sq wah, 2 bathrooms, Villa
Dowroong. 4.5 million baht. Con-
tact Khun Tar. Tel: 076-377052,
089-971 1268.

LAND AT PA KHLOK
1 rai 13.6sq wah with Chanote.
Located on Tha Ruea-Pa Khlok-
Muang Mai Rd 11km from Hero-
ines’ Monument, near Mission
Hill. Price: 3.9 million baht. Tel:
089-472 9118.

PRIVATE SALE OF
HALF A RAI

At Ao Makham. Land is lo-
cated opposite Port of Phuket
and next to Bel Air Cape
Panwa Resort. Price 4.2 mil-
lion. Tel: 081-891 5932, 089-
035 6702.

30 RAI IN TOWN
Flat land near Dowroong
School in Phuket Town. Tel:
081-691 2526.

HOUSE & FURNITURE
Single house, 60sqm. 2 floors,
3 bedrooms and 3 toilets. In
Chaiyapruek Village at Land &
House, Chalong. Good location
and entrance from bypass road.
Built 2 years ago. Tel: 084-627
7001.

PATONG APT
2-bedroom apartment for rent
or sale. 87sqm unit on the 5th

floor with sea view. Fully fur-
nished. Tel: 081-891 6502.
Email: andrea.capucci@
gmail.com

SURIN BEACH
Land on Soi Haad Surin 2
for sale. 2.2 rai, 5 mins
walk to Surin Beach. Email:
costello@hot.net.au LAND AT

CHERNG TALAY
390sq wah, nice flat land, quiet
area, Chanote. In Pasak Soi 5
near Laguna Home. Price: 6 mil-
lion baht. Tel: 089-472  9118, 086-
709 2933.

URGENT HOUSE
FOR SALE

Kamala, 2 bedrooms. Only 1.99
million baht. Contact Simon or
Nam. Tel: 089-472 5162.

SALE: APARTMENT
IN PATONG

With pool and security. Fur-
nished. Price: 2.9 million baht.
Freehold. Tel: 089-728 4005.
Email: cvelon@yahoo.com

LAND 9 RAI FOR SALE
Seaview land for all the main
road to Promthep Cape. With
Chanote title. 15 million baht per
rai. Tel: 081-693 9571.

3.5 RAI,
NATAI BEACH AREA

Right behind 'Millionaires Row'.
500m from the beach. Sale is
direct from the owner. Chanote
title. 4.5 million baht per rai.
Tel: 081-543 1581 (English &
Thai), 088-878 0468. Email:
alpentoni@yahoo.com

12 RAI AT
NAI HARN BEACH

For sale with hotel project.
1km from the beach. Price: 12
million baht per rai. Tel: 080-528
8578.

RUBBER PLANTATION
48 RAI

For sale. Located on the
main road to Laguna
Phuket. Suitable for a
housing project. 4 million
baht per rai (Nor Sor 3 Gor).
Please contact owner's
representative. No agents
please. Tel: 080-520 2989.
Email: pakaporns@yahoo.
com

PENTHOUSE
7 MILLION BAHT

Two entire floors in a very private
setting with the best view in
Patong. Great location. 9 mil-
lion baht invested. Tel: 084-848
4876. www.condosales.asia
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2 RAI
IN AO MAKHAM

Chanote, in Soi Rat-U-Thit
1, public utility area. Easy
access in and out. Just 12
million baht for both rai. Tel:
087-689 9679, 081-270
0875. Email: tasuwan@
hotmail.com

NICE PLOT

Urgent sale. Behind Layan
Hill Estate (Manik-Bangjo
Area). 1,364sqm. Original
price: 7.2 million baht. Now:
6.9 million baht. Tel: 080-
520 2989.

PHUKET VILLA
CONDO PATONG

New condo. 1km to beach,
near Bangla Rd and Jung-
ceylon, 1 bed, 1 bath, fully
furnished. 3.9 million baht for
42sqm and  3.8 million baht
for 44.5sqm Tel:081-541
2025. Email: c.junlarat@
gmail.com

HOUSE IN KAMALA

For sale. 2 houses on land.
1 ngan 89sq wah. Chanote
title, near mountain, peace
and safe, 10 minutes from
the beach. 7.5 million baht di-
rect from owner. Tel: 083-180
2143. Email: yaris.vios@
gmail.com

BEST PRICE
POOL VILLA

Thai-Balinese style with L-
shaped design. 2 garden
view bedrooms with open
plan living and modern
kitchen, 2 en-suite bath-
rooms. Located near BIS.
Premium quality. Land size
144sqm. Price from 3.7 mil-
lion baht. Tel: 084-293 7923,
080-648 9622 (English).
Must visit us: www.phuket-
eurasia.com

TWIN VILLAS
AT NAI YANG

Only 600 meters from
beautiful Nai Yang beach,
this modern pool villa is
perfectly located. Featur-
ing a chic, clean-cut de-
sign coupled with a choice
selection of quality materi-
als and furniture, this villa is
a promising investment for
holiday seekers and per-
manent residents. Price:
10.2 milllion baht. Contact
Khun Penprapa. Tel: 087-
898 9646. Email: pen
prapa2526@gmail.com

TOWNHOUSE
IN PATONG

On Nanai Road. 2 stories,
112.5sqm, 2 bedrooms, 2
bathrooms, bathtub, built-in
cabinets, kitchen, aircon and
car park. 1km to Patong
beach, near Bangla Road
and Jungceylon. Price 5.5
million baht or nearest offer.
No agents! Tel: 087-270
9093.

FULLY FURNISHED
HOUSE SALE

Chao Fah Garden Home 3
in Koh Kaew near BIS, 10
mins to Lotus. 2 beds, 2
baths, 2 aircons. Nice living
& kitchen room, car park,
fully furnished. Ready to
move in. 2.85 million baht
near Boat Lagoon. Tel: 081-
541 2025. Email: c.junlarat
@gmail.com

TWO
TOWNHOUSES

For sale. 2-storey house, 3-
bedroom, 2-bathroom.
Good location and atmo-
sphere. Please contact for
more information. Tel: 081-
956 2406. Email: phatsarar
@gmail.com

SEAVIEW LAND
FOR SALE

Near Supalai Resort on the
east coast of Phuket slope.
A 3-rai plot with road and
electricity access. Price:
3.6 million baht per rai. No
agents please. Tel: 080-520
2989. Email: pakaporns@
yahoo.com

CHEAPLAND FOR SALE
Close to Phuket International
Airport. 4 rai, Chanote title. 3.8
million baht per rai. Tel: 081-868
7676. Email: phuketann@
gmail.com.

BANGLA BAR
CHEAP / URGENT

Located under Seduction. Call
for more Information. Tel: 083-
391 2695 (English), 081-691
2363 (Thai). Email: info@
7thheavenbar.com

MUAY THAI
CAMP AND GYM

10 years in business, well es-
tablished. 15 accommoda-
tions, exclusive, quiet, 2 rings,
sauna, store, gym and office
located on 3 rai. Lease extend-
able to 15 years. Plenty of room
for expansion. Prime location,
sea view. Tel: 088-180 9411.
Email: sillyes@gmail.com

FULLY FURNISHED
STUDIO

in condo "The Point" near
Phuket International Hospital.
48.5sqm with swimming pool.
Tel: 082-970 7769. Email:
tatianalpost@gmail.com

830SQM LAND PLOTS
Nice pieces of land in a develop-
ment estate next to Mission
Hills golf course. Ready to build.
For sale only. Price: 1.49 mil-
lion baht. Tel: 081-343 0777.

AO NANG / KRABI
Holiday homes. 1-bedroom
units: 2.8 million baht. 2-bed-
room units: 3.8 million baht.
Includes pool. For more infor-
mation please call 085-573
4734.

BANG TAO BEACH
APARTMENT

Absolute beachfront, stylish
2 bedroom + study apartment
in well managed group. Great
pool, gardens and sunsets.
Forced sale, so great value at
6.2 million baht, everything in-
cluded. Email for more photos
and details. Tel: +61-8-8297
8814, +61-439-886520 (En-
glish). Email: markfootner@
hotmail.com

RAWAI BEACH VILLA
For sale. 80 meters from the
beach. Fisherman Way, exclu-
sive. Tel: 088-180 9411 (English).
Email: sillyes@gmail.com See
website at www.phuket-muay-
t h a i . c o m / f i s h e r m a n /
fishermanway

CHIC MODERN HOUSE
In Baan Ya, Thalang. 250sqm,
2 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, with
pool. Fully furnished. 15 min-
utes to the beach. Price: 7.9
million baht. Tel: 081-666 4561.
Email: johmday@msn.com

POOL VILLA FOR SALE
In Land & House Park Phuket.
3 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms, fully
furnished. Price: 6.9 million
baht. Tel: 081-606 2284.

STUNNING SEAVIEW
Overlooking Patong Bay.
Townhouse with 3 bedrooms, 4
bathrooms, and lock-up ga-
rage. Asking for 8.8 million
baht. Tel: 076-341618, 086-691
9657.

TOWNHOUSE IN KATHU
3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, liv-
ing room, kitchen, car park.
Price: 1.8 million baht. Tel: 076-
319073, 084-189 5594.

FRONT SEAVIEW
FOR SALE

Mountain view at the back.
288sqm of land in Nor Sor 3
Gor, Ao Por Marina. Price: 2.3
million baht. Tel: 081-979 1761.

THIDA HOUSE
SALE 27 MILLION

Thai-style modern town-
house with land. Size:
10.50m x 10.85m. 2 bed-
rooms, 2 bathrooms with liv-
ing room, dining room,
kitchen and car park. Single
house on land size: 15m by
10.85m. 2 bedrooms, 2 bath-
rooms with living room, dining
area/kitchen, terrace and car
park. Soi Mountain View
Kathu Waterfall. Tel: 081-535
7585, 084-119 4262, 081-356
9754. Email: peecho74@
hotmail.com

2-STOREY HOUSE
At Dusitburi behind Rajabhat
University. 51sq wah, with 3
bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, fully
furnished. Tel: 081-970 5009.

POOL VILLA FOR SALE
2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, lo-
cated in secure estate in Rawai.
Price: 5 million baht. Tel: 083-641
9327. Email: rawaipoolvillas@
hotmail.com

FRONT SEAVIEW
FOR SALE

Mountain view at the back.
288sqm of land (Nor Sor 3 Kor),
Ao Por Marina. Price: 2.3 mil-
lion baht. Tel: 081-979 1761.

SUPER CHEAP,
PATONG

Now only 4.7million baht. New
pool villa with seaview. 3 storeys,
6 rooms, 3 bathrooms, 2 kitch-
ens, 4 aircons. Tel: 087-053 6016.

180-DEGREE
SEAVIEWS NAI HARN

Penthouse apartment, 2 beds,
2 baths, private roof terrace,
pool, amazing sea views. Re-
duced to 3.7 million baht.
Please contact for more de-
tails. Tel: 084-136 8154. Email:
bisop5@yahoo.co.uk

NEW POOL VILLA
FOR SALE

or rent in Rawai. 2 bedrooms,
with private pool. High-quality
furnishing. Price: 7.5million
baht. Rent: 45,000 baht per
month. Tel: 089-728 6242.
Email: renuksj@gmail.com

GUEST HOUSE PATONG
For sale. 6 units, with partial
oceanview. Fully furnished, in
great condition. Call for details.
Tel: 084-898 1358.

KATHU LAND 1.2 RAI
Hillside lake view, offered as a
whole with 2 separate Chanote
titles. Price: 8.5 million baht.
Tel: 087-900 8445.

MAI KHAO OCEAN/
BAY VIEW

Rare 1 rai unobstructed hillside
ocean/ bayview land with Chanote
title. Thai company owned. Tel:
089-999 7597. Email: doc@
russbo.com For further details,
please see our website at www.
phuketrealestate.us/

TWO POOL VILLAS
In Chalong, quiet hillside, mod-
ern 3 & 4 bedroom. Keen ven-
dor. Price: 6 and 8.9 million
baht. Tel: 086-281 7605. Email:
nigellennard1@gmail.com
http://webspawner.com/users/
phuketvilla

SURIN BEACH APT

Studio apartment 400m to
the beach. Price: 1.88 million
baht for quick sale. 87-year
lease. With easy pool and
gym access, plus garden
terrace. Furnished, 41sqm.
Tel: 089-875 8967 (English).
For further details, please
see our website at www.
surinbeachapartment.com

2.95M RAWAI HOUSE
50M TO BEACH

Totally renovated house, 50m
from Rawai Beach in quiet,
safe street. Comes furnished.
Tel: 088-451 5540. Email:
ben@boomingbox.com More
info on this website: www.
bbx3.be

PHUKET NEW HOME
If you are looking for a single
house or townhouse or con-
dominium in Phuket. Tel: 081-
677 7773. Email: phuketnew
home2010@hotmail.com
Visit our website at www.
phuketnewhome.com

HOUSE IN NAI YANG
4 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms,
fully furnished, with mountain
view. Rent: 25,000 baht per
month. Sale: 4.5 million baht.
Tel: 080-265 0211. Email:
jywan@hotmail.com

RAWAI 1 RAI
SEAVIEW LAND

Only 4.9 million baht for quick
sale. No agents please. Tel:
088-472 9601.

COMPLETE CONTENTS
of Royal Phuket Marina con-
dos. As new, with high-end fur-
niture to liquidate. Tel: 089-054
4354.

PA KHLOK HOUSE
FOR SALE

3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms,
70sq wah. Community pool, 2
aircons, fully furnished, West-
ern kitchen. Price: 2.5 million
baht. Tel: 080-265 0211. Email:
jywan@hotmail.com
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Classified Advertisements

Please use this form to write your classified advertisement.

Then hand it to any of our agents.

SHOWROOM FOR
RENT, 2 FLOORS

New showroom on by
pass road. W 9.5m x L 35
m. 10 offices with aircon,
office tables, 2 bathrooms,
1 kitchen, internet, 2
phones. Rent: 98,000 baht
per month. Tel: 089-729
6244. Email: ninaphuket@
hotmail.com

400 BAHT/DAY,
9,000 BAHT/MONTH

At Rawai Beach. Pool
guesthouse. 1 bedroom,
1 bathroom, aircon,
WiFi, cable TV. Car and
motorbike available for
cheap rent. Tel: 080-328
9986. Email: phuket7@
yahoo.com

LAND & HOUSES
PARK

177sqm, 3 bedrooms, 3 bath-
rooms, nice private garden
with patio, in Chalong area.
Access to club facilities such
as pool, gym and fitness
center, UBC, WiFi etc.
Monthly rent (partly fur-
nished). 25,000 baht. Fully
furnished: 28,000 baht. Sale:
6 million baht. Available from
April 20. Tel: 087-283 0837.
Email: nielsen_mathias@
hotmail.com

480,000 BAHT
YEARLY RENT

In Rawai. Bar, pool, guest-
house. 5-year lease. 1.4
million baht. No key money.
6 bedrooms, 6 bathrooms,
furnished, with WiFi, cable
TV, 5 motos. Big profit.
Email: phuket7@yahoo.
com

800,000 BAHT
YEARLY RENT

5-year lease: 3 million baht.
No key money. Bar, pool,
hotel, 9 bedrooms, 9 bath-
rooms, WiFi, cable TV, big
pool. Good for profit. Email:
phuket7@yahoo.com

COZY HOUSE
NEAR NAI HARN

High-grade house, furnished
and conveniently located.
Minutes from Rawai and Nai
Harn Beaches. 2 spacious
bedrooms with en-suite
bathrooms. 1 guest toilet.
Aircons. Large living-dining
room. Telephone line with
ADSL. Free water supply
and garbage removal ser-
vice. Rent: 20,000 baht per
month. Contact K. Nui. Tel:
087-383 0936. Email:
hunt17@hotmail.com

POOL VILLAS, RAWAI
2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms,
fully furnished, with internet,
cable TV, security. Tel: 083-641
9327. Email: rawaipoolvillas@
hotmail.com

PROPERTY FOR RENT
We have lots of properties for rent.
Tel: 081-537 9684. For further
details, please see our website
at www.a.quapropertygroup.com

3 X 1-BEDROOM
APARTMENTS

Fully furnished, with aircon and
cable TV. On quiet, private,
fenced land with garden on
high-level ground. Good view of
town and sea. Gate lock. Rent:
20,000 baht per month includ-
ing electricity. Contact Tam. Tel:
082-271 4487.

CONDO ONLY
7,900 BAHT / MONTH

Apartment in Dowroong, 34sqm,
with satellite TV, internet, wash-
ing machine, safety, key card.
Minimum: 3 months. Tel: 084-
056 4125.

TOWNHOUSE FOR
RENT/SALE

4.5m x 13.5m, 3 floors, 2 bed-
rooms, 2 bathrooms, 4 aircons.
At the Royal Place. Tel: 081-891
3740.

QUICK SALE IN KATHU
140 sqm house: 3 bedrooms,
3 bathrooms, fully equipped,
internet, air conditioned, possi-
bility for another bedroom, open
kitchen, big living room, garden
swimming pool ready to build.
Chanote title. Asking price : 5.6
million baht. Or rent it at 26,000
baht (long term only). Tel: 076-
319003, 089-966 6166 (English
& Thai), 080-887 3732 (Thai).
Email: thaivid@hotmail.com

PATONG TOWER CONDO
Luxury sea view condo. Low
price. Tel: 081-088 8099. See
our website at: www.select
phuket.com

PATONG GRAND
CONDO

Apartment for sale in Patong, 1
big room, bathroom, balcony.
Fully furnished. Community
pool. Low rent. Also have 3
rooms for rent on the beach road.
Tel: 087-882 1445. Email:
Peter_blom77@hotmail.com

PENTHOUSE
FOR RENT

In one of Kathu's nicest pool vil-
las. 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms.
Quiet and serene location with
a fine view of Loch Palm Golf
Valley and lake. On a private hill.
4km from BIS. Rent: 65,000
baht per month. Tel: 087-269
8492.

CONDO FOR RENT
56sqm. Fully furnished, with
aircon, ADSL and cable TV. In
Patong. Tel: 081-891 3740.

FULLY FURNISHED
HOUSES

- 2-storey houses near
Panwa Bay. Tel: 081-892
4311. For further details,
please see our website at
h t tp : / / panwagreen .
weebly.com
- 1-2 bedroom, near Chalong
Bay. Tel: 081-892 4311. For
further details, please see our
website at http://palaigreen.
weebly.com

CONDO IN PATONG
for rent or sale. 87sqm unit on
the 5th floor with seaview at
Patong Loft. 2 bedrooms, 2
bathrooms. Fully furnished.
Please call  081-432 6587.
Email: kook_kui@yahoo.com

BEACH FRONT
CONDO KALIM

2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, pool,
many facilities. The Point Delux
one-bedroom with pool and fit-
ness center, near Central. Tel:
081-892 0038.

STYLISH PHUKET
TOWNHOUSE

Teak-furnished, modern-style
townhouse with 2-floors and 2
bedrooms, a large kitchen, flat-
screen TV, 1.5 bathrooms and
a garden in a quiet neighbor-
hood in the heart of Samkong,
the food capital of Phuket. Rent:
14,000 baht per month. Move in
from April 1. Contact Nicholas.
Tel: 081-892 5335 (English &
Thai), 084-494 5725 (English).
Email: arutsu@gmail.com

100,000 BAHT/YEAR

Rawai Condotel. 30-year
lease. Sells for 1 million
baht. Paid over 10 years.
Rent: 5,000 baht per
month. With cable TV.
Tel: 088-180 0351. Email:
phuket7@yahoo.com

7-BEDROOM
 KATHU GOLF VIEW

Available for long-term rent
from July 1: 7 bedrooms, swim-
ming pools, fully furnished with
golf view. 65,000 baht per
month. Tel: 081-271 3228 (En-
glish & Thai). Email: info@
procarpentering.com

KATA OCEANFRONT
LUXURY APT

5-star, 1-bedroom. pools, spa,
quiet area. 30,000 baht per
month. Available now. Email:
asiasail@yahoo.com For fur-
ther details, please see our
website at www.katasala.com

ORCHID KATHU
HEIGHTS

Stylish serviced apartments. Stu-
dio, 1 bedroom, 2 bedrooms, 2
bathrooms. Rooftop pool, Free
WiFi. Tel: 081-892 0038. For fur-
ther details, please see our
website at www.orchidkathu
heights-phuket.com

THAI VILLA AND POOL
Soi Naya, Nai Harn, Long-term
rent: 45,000 baht per month.
Tel: 081-270 5126. Email:
mervyn.crocker@yahoo.com

STUNNING VILLA,
GIANT POOL

4/5 bedroom villa available from
June with massive pool. Low
season rates. Email: ian@
evocation.net For further de-
tails, please see our website at
http://suksanvilla.square
space.com/

PATONG SEAVIEW
With kitchen, DVD player,
cable TV, WiFi, and pool. Price:
4,000 baht per week, or 12,000
baht per month. Tel: 088-442
8415.

LUXURY 1-BEDROOM
Apartment for rent. En-suite
bathroom, kitchen, dining area,
lounge and balcony. In central
Patong. Tel: 087-887 9070.
Email: ianscondo@yahoo.com

2-BED APT IN PATONG
100sqm, with big pool, WiFi and
seaview. Rent: 18,000 baht in
low season. Tel: 086-279 0837.

POOL VILLAS RAWAI
3- or 4-bedroom villas, fully fur-
nished, with full aircon. For rent
or sale. Great prices. Tel: 087-
893 8747.

CENTRAL PATONG
2-bedroom house at quiet loca-
tion. Price:
26,000 baht on 3-month lease;
24,000 baht on 6-month lease;
22,000 baht on 12-month
lease. Tel: 087-900 8445.

QUIET 2-BEDROOM
HOUSE

Located on walled-in, 1,500sqm
garden on Soi Kok Yang, 150m
from Da Vinci restaurant. Price:
13,000 baht/month. Tel: 076-
288260, 085-474 8726 (Thai),
087-986 0165 (Thai). Email:
markandjinda@hotmail.com

FULLY FURNISHED
Studio and 1-bedroom apart-
ment in condo. " The Point" near
Phuket International Hospital.
Tel: 082-970 7769. Email:
tatianalpost@gmail.com

SINGLE HOUSE

For rent, at Land and
Houses in Chalong. 3 bed-
rooms, 2 bathrooms, fully
furnished, with 2 television
sets, 4 aircons, western-
style kitchen, ADSL, solar-
heated hot water, washing
machine, water tank, 24hr
security. Includes club
house with large swim-
ming pool. Tel: 087-273
6218, 081-085 3583.

VILLA IN CHALONG

For rent. 3 bedrooms, 1
bathroom, fully furnished,
with aircon, kitchen, hot
water, cable, TV, and
internet. Size: W 25m x L
30m. Rent: 40,000 baht
per month. Contact Nina.
Tel: 089-729 6244. Email:
ninaphuket@hotmail.com

58 MONTHLY
PAYMENTS

of 35,000 baht. Located at
Rawai beach. For sale on
a 28-year lease. Pool villa,
furnished, with WiFi and
car park. Tel: 084-242
8914. Email: phuket7@
yahoo.com
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Property
Wanted

Classified ads are charged per line. Each line is 120 baht,

with a minimum of 4 lines (heading included) per ad.

All advertising must be paid for in advance.

Deadline for Property Gazette page: Friday 3 pm.

Deadline for all other ads: Saturday 12 noon.

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_| (heading)

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|
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Classified Advertisements

Please use this form to write your classified advertisement.

Then hand it to any of our agents.

HOUSE OR
APARTMENT

Three-bed house or apartment
wanted at Laguna. Prefer golf
frontage but will consider all
others in or near Laguna. Email:
Texasselah@hotmail.com

RENTAL VILLA WANTED
Family looking for a , fully
furnished, modern villa to rent
long-term, within 15 mins of
PIA School in Thalang. Must
be child friendly as we have 3
young ones and 2 small
poodles. Needed by June 1.
Tel: 084-877 3566. Email:
sherin.peace@gmail.com

POOL VILLA WANTED
We are looking for investors
from Sweden for pool villas with
2-3 bedrooms in Rawai. Price:
from 5 to 10 million baht. For
further details, please send
email to sales@chokechaipro
perty.com

HOUSE IN RAWAI /
NAI HARN

Looking for a house/villa in this
area on plot of 400+ sqm, ideally
600sqm. Willing to pay up to 7.5
million baht. If it needs renova-
tion, that is okay, depending on
size and location. Needs to be
close to a concrete road. Email:
patrick@mancity.net

50-100 RAI,
50 YEAR LEASE

For horse business, Phuket,
Krabi, Phang Nga. Qualifies
under the new zoning restric-
tions as recreation and/or ag-
riculture. Bi-annual payment
ONLY. Commercial 50-year
lease. Developers: Add Incen-
tive with first-class horse riding
facility. Tel: 084-842 4581. Or
send email: christyksweet
@gmail.com

Accommodation

Available

PATONG MONTHLY
WEEKLY DAILY

Rates: 9,000 baht/month, 500
baht/day and 3,000 baht/week
OBO. Includes WiFi, cable/
DVD, maid, 24hr reception.
Jacuzzi for 99 baht/night. Ten-
ants also get 99 baht/day
scooter rate at Seablue
Phuket, Soi Banzaan. Tel: 076-
344405,  089-474 6670. Email:
seanthepilot@hotmail.com

APARTMENT & ROOM
IN PATONG

Apartment for long-term rent.
8,000-20,000 baht per month.
Room from 600-1,500 baht per
night. Tel: 076-512151, 089-290
9567. Email: info@brommathai
house.com For further details,
please see our website at
www.brommathaihouse.com

QUIET 2-BEDROOM
HOUSE

Located on walled-in 1,500sqm
garden on Soi Kok Yang, 150m
from Da Vinci restaurant. Price:
13,000 baht/month. Tel: 076-
288260, 085-474 8726  (Thai),
087-986 0165 (Thai). Email:
markandjinda@hotmail.com

PATONG GRAND
CONDO

Apartment for sale in Patong. 1
big room, bathroom, balcony.
Fully furnished. Community
pool. Low rent. I also have 3
rooms on the beach road. Tel:
087-882 1445. Email: peter_
blom77@hotmail.com

18,000 BAHT / MONTH
HOUSE IN THALANG

Garden Place Thalang. 97sqw,
3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 2
parking spaces, common pool.
Tel: 085-887 7414 (English &
Thai). Email: niminphuket@
gmail.com

THE HEIGHTS
KATA BEACH

Great rent for great tenant. 5-
star luxury living. Panoramic
ocean view. Massive deck.
Amazing pool. Gym. 2 bed-
rooms, 170sqm. May 10 - Aug
15. Price: 65,000 baht / month.
Dates negotiable. Contact
Lillian. Tel: 083-833 6863  (En-
glish). Email: lilliancornell8@
hotmail.com

2-BEDROOM HOUSE
FOR RENT

Aircon, 80 channels, 2 baths,
furnished, laundry. 12,000 baht
per month, from May to 1 Sep-
tember. Tel: 087-280 1721. Email:
jessicaphuket@gmail.com

PATONG LUXURY
At a very quiet place. 60sqm
apartment with jacuzzi. Daily rent
from 2,500 baht. Monthly rent:
35,000 baht. 4 minutes' walk to
beach, 2 minutes to entertain-
ment venues. Tel: 081-894 8446.
Email: sfrkata@hotmail.com
See: www.banglasuites.com

1-BED APT AT SURIN
BEACH

15,000 baht per month only,
plus electricity. 50 sqm. Fully
furnished, satellite TV, intern,
pool. Great restaurant. Tel:
083-280 9100 (English),  086-
746 4012 (Thai) . Emai l :
johanhultner@me.com For fur-
ther details, please see our
website at www.suringate.com

LUXURY APARTMENT
IN PATONG

Fully furnished with swim-
ming pool and daily maid ser-
vice. Tel: 081-894 4730 (En-
glish & Thai), 081-892 5983
(Thai). Fax: 076-292149.
Email: mori@phuket.ksc.co.th
For further details, see website at
www.nanaivilla.com

RENT EXEC 1BR
CONDO PATONG

Swimming pool, Patong
Beach, Phuket Villa 1 bed.
10,000 baht per week, 25,000
per month. Security deposit re-
quired. Tel: 076-344405, 087-
173 1773 (English). Email:
seanthepilot@hotmail.com
www.seabluephuket.com/
condo_rentals

RAWAI HOUSE
Two floors, two bedrooms,
one aircon. Good condition
in a friendly area. 9,000 baht
per month. Must see. Tel:
089-592 8905  (English &
Thai). Email: wbramley2000
@yahoo.co.uk

HOUSE WITH POOL
ONLY 13,000

New, fully furnished with
aircon, free cable TV & WiFi.
Ready to move in now. Tel:
089-475 1200  (English &
Thai). Email: info@welcome-
inn.com

POOL HOUSE
NAI HARN

Three bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 3
aircon units, furniture, TV and
parking space. April - November
low season price: 20,000 baht per
month, including the garden, pool
and internet. Please contact
Frank for more information. You
can also phone the home num-
ber abroad: 0049 7119141325.
Tel: 085-478 8010  (English).
Email: c9000@gmx.de

PATONG SEA VIEW
With kitchen and DVD/cable.
Rent: 800 baht per day, or
15,000 baht per month.
Please contact for more de-
tails. Tel: 089-532 7708.

3-BEDROOM HOUSE
WITH POOL

Beautiful, fully furnished 3-bed-
room house with a private pool.
Located in a secluded area
which is quiet and safe. In-
cludes a carport, dining area,
aircon in all rooms. It is a great
family home for excellent
value. Long-term rentals are
preferred. Price: 50,000 baht
per month. Contact Khun Gai
as above for more information.
Tel: 081-734 4324. Email:
ian.taylor.woodward@
hotmail.com

BRIGHT APTS
CHALONG

Serviced studio apartments
now available. Rates from
9,000 baht/month. Includes
maid services, internet, TV, full
furnishings. and a rooftop pool.
Great location near Big Bud-
dha. Please contact for more
information. Tel: 086-282 6221.
Email: info@chalonga part
ment.com Website: www.
chalongapartment.com

LARGE BEAUTIFUL
APARTMENTS

Large beautiful apartments for
3-4 people, available for short
and long-term rentals with low
prices. Tel: 076-342800, 081-
810 4900  (English & Thai).
Fax: 076-342800 or email to:
lucianofash@yahoo.com For
further details, please see our
website at www.evergreen-
lodge.com

 NANAI PATONG
APARTMENTS

Nanai 2 and Nanai 9. Two-
bed townhouse, 20,000
baht per month. One-bed
apartment, 12,000 baht per
month. Fully furnished, WiFi,
TV. Tel: 081-270 5374. Email:
orcella@orcella.com

Household
Items

CHEAP NEW
FURNITURE SET

– Lamp: 3,000baht
– Coffee table: 3,000 baht
– Sofa bed: 3,500 baht
Or buy all 3 items together for
just 8,000 baht. Tel: 087-881
8075 (English & Thai). Email:
harrison@windowslive.com

Household
Services

MAINTENANCE
SERVICE

We repair water pipes, swim-
ming pools, gardening tools,
electrical systems and appli-
ances. Tel: 080-691 2428.

DWF HOME SERVICES
Built-in bars, counters,

pools, kitchens, ponds, etc.
Contact: K. Noi. Tel: 081-

606 5746. Email:
DWF_homeservices

@hotmail.com

READY TO BUILD
Construction, renovation,
eletrics, awning, shop fitting.
Tel: 089-068 9902.

HOUSE NEAR
CHALONG

Fully furnished house with 2-bed,
2 bath. Long-term rent (min 1
year): 15,000 baht per month.
Tel: 087-026 1362. Email:
cjitsomboon @hotmail.com

VILLA IN PHUKET
AUGUST

Looking for accommodation in
Phuket for 2 weeks from around
August 9 (4 adults and 3 chil-
dren - 4 bedrooms). Ideally a villa
with pool. Email with info, pho-
tos and prices. Thanks. Email:
lallenthai@yahoo.co.uk
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NEW 2008 YAMAHA
FX160

New Yamaha FX 160Hp, low
fuel consumption, still in crate.
Only 3 left. Price: 440,000 baht.
Tel: 081-754 7599. Email:
csutivas@gmail.com For fur-
ther details, please see our
website at: www.mfjetski.com

BEAUT FAST CLASSIC
SLOOP

One of the prettiest and quick-
est in SE! Winner of many
races and regattas! Tel: 081-088
2955. Email: jimremington
@yahoo.com Please see our
website: www.sail-remington.
com

FIBERGLASS BOAT
MOLDS

For sale various sizes of molds
available for power boats.
Email: jgkg24@hotmail.com

HIPOLON DINGHY
Fiberglass bottom, 5Hp en-
gine, just serviced, works per-
fectly. Price: 500,000 baht. Tel:
087-620 8420.

FIBERGLASS BOAT
36 feet with 2 Yamaha 200Hp
engines. Just reconditioned.
Email: jgkg24@hotmail.com

SPEEDBOAT FOR SALE
Sessa Key Largo, 140Hp.
Mercury outboard. Used for
fewer than 100 hours. Comes
with 9Hp Yamaha backup en-
gine. Free mooring + trailer +
dinghy + GPS fishfinder. Price:
600,000 baht with accessories.
Tel: 087-620 8420.

GENTLEMAN'S
DINGHY 4.5M

Formerly sailing boat and
yacht tender. Glassoverply
bottom with tongue and
groove redwood top. Suzuki
5Hp 4 -stroke. Spruce mast,
boom and rudder. 3 sails.
Price: 150,000 baht + 20,000
for trailer. Tel: 074-442170,
089-466 1130  (English &
Thai),  081-896 9319  (En-
glish). Email: pygmysperm
whale@yahoo.com

PETERSON DYNAMIC
77 SAILBOAT

Swedish built 1980. 7.7 meters
long. Sturdy boat on sturdy
trailer. Needs some work but
basics to sail are there. Thai
registered. Price: 210,000
baht as is. Tel: 087-273 1647
(English). Email: cindyshaw7
@gmail.com

55-FOOT CATAMARAN
6 double cabins, 105sqm.
Sails. Built 2010 in composite.
Price: 1.4 million baht o.n.o.
Tel: 087-461 8089.

YAMAHA  JETSKI
Cruiser VX. Safe and new, with
only 14 months of use. Has
warranty. In excellent condi-
tion: only owner has used it. 90
hoursreels.Price: 350,000
baht. Tel: 089-819 9650.
Email: pierrekojfer@yahoo.fr

MOTORSAILER

33’ Ketch. 2 Cabins + Sa-
loon. Sailed single-handed
from UK. New paint and
varnish. Radar, VHF, Depth,
GPS, Autohelm. Economi-
cal 95Hp diesel. New bat-
teries and electrics. Many
new parts. Bluewater
cruiser. Price 1.7 million
baht (negotiable). Tel: 081-
968 1437. Email: bobed
ward1@hotmail.com

YACHT TENDER /
NOVURANIA

Yacht Tender/Novurania 430DL,
50Hp Tohatsu, full options plus
trailer. 299,000 baht or trade.
Tel: 081-003 6902. Email:
contact@purist.biz

NEW BAYLINER 255
CRUISER

2011 Bayliner Cruiser for sale
from an authorized dealer.
Only one unit. Price only 3.9
million baht. Tel: 081-754
7599. Email: csutivas@
hotmail.com For further de-
tails, please see our
website: www.mfjetski.com

VAN DE STADT 38'
YACHT

Ashore at Langkawi Port,
due for inspection in March.
Photos and spec on re-
quest. Price: US$45,000.
Tel: +60-125-531 4030 (En-
glish). Email: brianralph
goodwin@yahoo.com

PERCEPTION KAYAK
Touring sea kayak. Original
owner, USA import. 17' long,
63 pounds. Good for begin-
ners or advanced. Two avail-
able. Tel: 089-999 7597.
Email: doc@russbo.com
For further details, please
see my website at http://
classifieds.russbo.com

URGENT SALE
2 MILLION BAHT

2010 Speedboat for sale.
35ft, fiberglass, 2x250,with
Suzuki 4-stoke engine, all
navigation systems, VHS,
fully equipped for diving and
fishing. Tel: 083-636 1758.

16M KETCH SAILING
YACHT

Cutter ketch rigged, center
cockp i t , fu l l y equ ipped
VanderStad sailing yacht for
sale. Tel: 081-842 3961, 087-
276 7997. Email: gj.bijlsma@
gmail.com Website at:
www.phuketbutler.com/node/
1238

46FT OFFSHORE
CRUISER-RACER

for sale. Please contact  to
Khun Gerrit for more informa-
tion. Tel: 081-842 3961, 087-
276 7997. Email: gj.bijlsma
@gmail.com Website at:
www.phuketbutler.com/node/
1544

15HP YAMAHA
OUTBOARD

Old, not used for the past 2 years,
was running before that. Price:
9,500 baht. Tel: 083-388 3145
(English). Email: sy.tombatu@
gmail.com

SOLUTIONS TO
THIS WEEK’S

PUZZLES
Crossword puzzle:

Impossibly Possible Quiz answers:
1. Trans-Canada, 8,000 kilometers 2. Burma
3. Zambia 4.Caspian Sea  5. Verkoyansk, Siberia
6. The Dead Sea 7. Mujibur Rehman
8. Durand Line  9. Sicily   10. Nile 11. Brazil
12. Sahara  13. Siam        14. 1782 15. 50th
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Looking for a job?
Looking for a better candidate?

Find more Recruitment Classifieds at www.PhuketGazette.Net!

SCP LAW ASSISTANCE
Paralegal services. Qualifica-
tions:
- Fluent in English, both written
and spoken
- Excellent English communi-
cation skills
- Good attitude and work well
under pressure
Tel: 081-893 3212, 081-968
0230. Email: Rodriguez.l@scp-
lawassistance.com

MARKETING JOB
Looking to recruit English speak-
ing Thais for our marketing com-
pany in Chiang Mai. Tel: 053-
282079, 085-473 4207  (English).
Email: sastravelmarketing
@gmail.com

VIDEO PRODUCTION
ASSISTANTS

Travel video production assis-
tants wanted by Internet Travel
TV station based on Phuket.
Open training opportunities for
beginners with knowledge of
photoshop or basic video cutting
softwares. Flexible working hours
and a good learning attitute is im-
portant for the internet multi-me-
dia work. Tel: 082-323 9315  (En-
glish), 082-784 7271 (Thai).
Email: andre@web62.com For
further details, please see our
website at www.web62.com

STAFF NEEDED
One maid for cleaning and one
motorbike mechanic/repair-
man. Experience needed. Tel:
083-634 5772 (English & Thai).
Email: info@husiphuket.se

SWEDISH STAFF
Part-time work for Swedish-
speaking female 20-30 years
old. Send your CV in English to
rainforestjob@gmail.com

MEMBERSHIP
CONSULTANT

Phuket's Premier Health Club
requires a self motivated and
organized female Thai national
with excellent English, and with
previous experience in sales,
membership role. Salary plus
commission. Tel: 076-360885,
089-926 5543  (English). Fax:
076-360887. For further details,
please see our website at
www.rpmhealth club.com
email your CV and covering
letter to the GM at
darren@rpmhealthclcub.com

 DRIVER AND OFFICE
STAFF

Jobs available for minivan driv-
ers and office staff. Thai nation-
als only. Tel: 076-282506, 088-
080 3820  (English). Email:
peter@orientalphuket.com

SALES CONSULTANTS
REQUIRED

Club Asia Fitness requires
Sales Consultants. Thai na-
tional – English speaking an
advantage. Earn 20,000 baht
++. Tel: 076-354027, 087-
275 3614  (English). Email:
info@clubasiaphuket.com For
further details, please see our
website at www.clubasia
phuket.com

FUN IN THE SUN
Marketing promoters wanted
for Patong Beach. Earn 20,000
baht a week. English speakers
only. Work permit+ visa pro-
vided. Call Jonny. Tel: 086-596
7322. Email: jonnythailand69@
hotmail.com

TEACHER WANTED
QSI Phuket has a vacancy for
an experienced and qualified
PE teacher/sports coach.
Schedule: 9am - 5.15pm and
occasional weekends. Require-
ments: native English teacher
with BA, certification, experi-
ence and demonstrable abilities
to motivate students and work
with other schools in Phuket.
Write to alan-siporin@qsi.org
and lbfhaber@aol.com

OFFICE ASSISTANT
& PROPERTY RENTALS
Wanted. Outgoing and polite,
with excellent work ethics and
good English. Full training pro-
vided for real estate activities.
Experience in Office systems,
filing and emailing is a must.
Own transport required with
driving license. Office outside
Laguna. Good benefits and
work environment. Email:
info@phuketrealty.net

BOAT TECHNICIAN
WANTED

for new catamaran. Respon-
sible for all maintenance. Must
be able to sail, swim, dive and
drive dinghy. Will be a long
time out of Thailand. English
necessary. Starting Septem-
ber. Email: sh@vetliner.com

BARISTA
& CHEF PASTRY

in cafe bar. Wanted in Phuket
Town
- Good salary
- Must have at least 2 years'
experience
- Aged between 20 and 45
- Start immediately
Tel: 089-866 6003, 081-979
7811. Email: tanya_eyu@
hotmail.com

COOK / CHEF WANTED
Cook wanted for a private
house in Surin. Must have
good spoken English and a
driving license. Good salary
and benefits. Please contact
Chitchamon for more infor-
mation. Tel: 086-282 9449
(English & Thai). Send email:
ct.trakarn@gmail.com

OFFICE SECRETARY
Real estate agency requires
an office secretary. Experi-
ence is a plus. Tel: 076-
384664, 087-898 8647  (En-
glish). Fax: 076-384665.
Email: mundo@ayudhya.net

DETOX / YOGA
CONSULTANT

Atsumi healing are looking for
a Thai National to work full
time in our detox department
and teach yoga. Must have
excellent verbal and written
English skills. Degree and
yoga certification an advan-
tage. Tel: 084-051 7455, 086-
905 2947 (Thai). Email resume
to shell@atsumihealing.com

TEACHER WANTED
QSI Phuket has a vacancy for
the position of teacher. For
children 5-6 years old. Require-
ments: native English speaker
with BA in education, proper
certification and experience.
This is not an ESL position.
Write to alan-siporin@qsi.org
and lbfhaber@aol.com

MAID AND GARDENER
(THAI)

Wanted, with hotel experience
for farang-owned house in
Rawai. Tel: 081-797 7898.

DETOX WELLNESS
MANAGER

Seeked by Samui
detox resort.

Tel: 088-491 1462
(English). Please send

CV via email:
fasthealing@yahoo.com

YACHT SALES
EXECUTIVE

Requirements: Experi-
ence as luxury motoryacht
sales executive of over 3
years, fluent in English,
and any other languages,
excellent computer and
communication skills,
knowledge about luxury
motoryachts, engineerings,
maintenance, etc. Tel: 081-
979 9911. Email: vrit@boat
lagoonyachting.co.th For
further details, please see
our website at www.boatla
goonyachting.co.th

50,000 BAHT
PER MONTH

For low season we need En-
glish-speaking marketing per-
sonal. Work permit and visas
are provided. Tel: 081-607
3434. Email for more info:
marcjonker_69@hotmail.com

KINDERGARTEN
TEACHER NEEDED

Female teacher needed to
teach 3-5 year olds. Native
speakers only. Love for children
and dedication is a must. Tel:
076-521550, 084-847 0732.
Email: intlicense@yahoo.com
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SALES &
MARKETING
EXECUTIVE

Requirements: Experi-
ence as sales & marketing
executive of luxury high-
end products of over
4 years (ideally in Phuket),
fluent in English, and any
other languages, excellent
computer, communication
and social skills, PR &
marketing knowledge and
skills, knowledge of luxury
yachts and islands around
Phuket, boating industry
and lifestyle would be help-
ful. Tel: 081-979 9911.
Email: vrit@boatlagoon
yachting.co.th For further
details, please see our
website at www.boatlagoon
yachting.co.th

ADMIN + LITTLE
ACCOUNTS

Young Thai female, good at
English. Must be able to with-
hold fax forms and use micro-
soft office. Three months trial
period. Salary 12,000 baht per
month. Tel: 076-271315, 081-
895 6267. Fax: 076-271316.
Send a CV and picture to
Email: joinourcampany@
gmail.com

 RECEPTIONIST/
FRONT DESK

Salary 9,000 baht per month.
Thai female, English speaking,
hotel experience. Tel: 076-
344701, 085-523 1772  (En-
glish). Fax: 076-344488. Email:
info@patongsubinn.com

KINDERGARTEN
TEACHER WANTED

Female, native English teacher for
4 kids, 3-5 years old, on a 4-month
contract. Salary 40,000 baht per
month. Tel: 081-343 0777.

TELEPHONE SEVICE
We are seeking to hire a Thai
woman for our phone customer
service. High salary. Send re-
sume to vorike3@gmail.com

SALE EXECUTIVE
NEEDED

Sale Executive needed ur-
gently in Phuket Town. Qualifi
-cations: Aged between 25-45
years, male or female. Good
command of English in writing
and speaking skills. Minimum 2
years of experience as sales of-
ficer, any construction experi-
ence will be considered favorably.
Salary: 8,500-12,000 baht not in-
cluding commission. Email:
phuketimperial@yahoo.com
www.phuket -s ta in less-
service.com

 BOAT REFIT PROJECT
MANAGER

Hands-on, good organizational
skills, team player. Duration 2
to 3 months. Tel: 081-270
9006 (Eng l i sh ) . Ema i l :
ulrichkuhl@gmail.com

CUSTOMER SUPPORT
WANTED

We are the leading travel
agency in Phuket. We currently
want to fill 2 positions for cus-
tomer support. Starting salary
ranging from 12,000-15,000
baht. Please contact for more
additional details. Tel: 076-
367120, 086-950 6945. Or send
email: korphong@hotmail.com

ADMIN CHERNG TALAY
Young Thai female, good En-
glish. Must be able to do with-
hold fax forms & use Microsoft
Office. 3-month trial period. Sal-
ary 12,500 baht per month.
Send CV & pic by email.  Email:
patsypalm@hotmail.com

NATIVE ENGLISH
TEACHER

Female Caucasian to teach
class of 10-12 children, 3-7
y e a r s o l d . L o c a t e d i n
Chalong. Work hours: Mon-
Fri (8am-4pm). Start immedi-
ate. Tel: 080-624 7060. Email:
phuketpreschool@yahoo.com

PHP PROGRAMMER
Wanted for full-time position in
Chalong. Good salary. Tel:
084-628 2629. Send resume to
gianni@ictned.eu

ADMIN STAFF WANTED
Admin staff required by real
estate agent in the Laguna
area. Must be Thai national,
female and have some expe-
rience in admin and ac-
counts. Must also live locally.
Good salary and immediate
start. Please contact for
further details. Tel: 076-
271315, 081-895 6267 (En-
glish). Email: info@phuket-
landandhomes.com

OFFICE SECRETARY
We are seeking an energetic
and proactive full-time office
secretary/administrative assis-
tant. Candidates must have
good English and computer
skills. Tel: 086-004 3008. Email:
angius@villasuksan.com

HOTEL POSITIONS
AVAILABLE

- Engineer
Salary 9,000 to 10,000
baht per month plus ser-
vice charge. Working
hours from 8am to 8pm -
Work 5 days with 2 days
off - Must be skilled in elec-
trical, plumbing systems &
wood work - Position avail-
able now. Must be a Thai
national, fluent in English.
- Bartender/Reception-
ist
Salary 8,000 to 9,000 baht
per month plus service
charge & commission.
Must have front desk expe-
rience - Shifts alter from
morning, afternoon and
evening. Must have
knowledge in making
drinks & bar beverages,
and be friendly and outgo-
ing with guests. Must
speak and understand
English. Position available.
Tel: 076-333222. Or send
email: sales@ccblooms
hotel.com
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Articles
For Sale

Business
Opportunities

COFFEE MACHINE
PROFESSIONAL

1 group new. Price: 55,000
baht. Contact Bruno. Tel:
080-525 5805. Email:
bru05no@gmail.com

SECONDHAND
TREADMILL

Secondhand treadmill for
10,000 baht. Please call Garry.
Tel: 087-889 9064. Email:
jholden@hotmail.com

JACUZZI FOR SALE
Mobile spa in good condition,
used only for 1 year. Price:
70,000 baht. Tel: 081-667 1637
(English & Thai).

MOVING! ITEMS
FOR SALE

- Electrolux Coffee Machine,
auto-drip coffee (includes fil-
ters): 500 baht
- Hanabashi Electric Stovetop
Cooker: 500 baht
- Royal Phuket Marina Health
Club one month membership:
6,000 baht value, open to any
offers!
Tel: 082-804 5506. Email:
brettsouth@gmail.com

WASHING MACHINE
2,000 BAHT

Washing machine: 5kg, front
loader, hot water, 6 years old, for
2,000 baht. It works. Call me
from 1pm to 6pm. You can see
it in Phuket Town and I have
pickup for delivery. Tel: 083-525
8914 (English & Thai). Email:
adihousedj@hotmail.com

Bulletins

P.O.S. SERVICE
FOR IPAD

GHBS POS is an iPad
based, affordable, simple-
to-use, web-based point of
sale (P.O.S.) solution with
Business Intelligence
(B.I.) features that make it
ideal for restaurants,
guesthouses, resorts, ho-
tels, bars, nightclubs and
country clubs. This service
will put your company on
cruise control. You can
start using this service to-
morrow for 1,900 baht per
month. Tel: 085-784 3043.
Email: prod ders@gmail.
com Website at: www.b-
structures.com

Bar &
Restaurant
Equipment

BABY STROLLER 3 IN 1
Baby stroller Chicco Cortina 3-
i n - 1 ( T r a v e l S y s t e m ) .
Pushchair+Carrycot+Car seat.
Best choice for active parents
and comfortable for infants.
Excellent condition! Used sev-
eral times, almost new. Still
under warranty, check bill,
manual, box. 12.500 baht only.
Tel: 083-102 0070. Email:
zeninmail@gmail.com

YOGA/DANCE CLASSES
Yoga, body conditioning and
dance classes offered by pro-
fessional dancer and yoga in-
structor. Private or group
classes offered either at your
home or at my home studio in
Nai Harn. Get fit, toned, have
fun and become inspired whilst
learning new skills taught with
individual care and professional
knowledge! Tel: 081-691 6458
(English). Email: yarisha29@
yahoo.com

SPONSOR
a child. The Phuket

International Women’s
Club is a volunteer

organization raising
funds for educational

scholarships. We rely on
the goodwill of donors
and sponsors – small
and large. If you would
like to put something

back into the community
in which you live, contact
us to find out more about
giving a prize or being a
sponsor. Please call K.

Carol (Tel: 087-417 8860)
or K. Sue (Tel: 087-277

6948). Or email: info
@phuketiwc.com

SKIPPERS PUB
QUIZ

At Royal Phuket Marina.
Last Wednesday of each
month at 7.30pm. Happy
hour and prizes. Tel: 076-
360890-3.

COFFEE SHOP
FOR RENT

In Soi Patong gym in front of the
entrance of the Bel Air Patong
hotel. For long-term lease.
100sqm with 65 seats. New
business with fine decoration
and lounge shisha serving cof-
fee, bagels etc. Rent on 3-year
lease: 45,800 baht per month.
Key money: 1.5 million baht.
Tel: 082-284 8293. Email:
opinkphuket@hotmail.com

BAR & RESTAURANT
FOR SALE

On Nanai Road (Soi 8), next
to Seeka Resort. Four-year
lease, all remaining stock in-
cluded, 4 rooms 3 bathrooms,
kitchen with all appliances,
staff optional, pool league op-
tional. Monthly rental: 20,000
baht.Price: 800,000 baht. Tel:
076-512441, 086-267 5798,
083-593 3768  (English & Thai).
Fax: 076-512441. Email:
appletrip.s@gmail.com

PHUKET BUSINESS
FOR SALE

We have lots of businesses
for sale. Tel: 081-537 9684.
See our website at www.aqua
propertygroup.com

RESTAURANT FOR
QUICK SALE

In Patong Nanai center. Ready
to open with 30 seats. Price:
599,000 baht. Tel: 087-265
7937

BAR BANGLA ROAD
Soi Tiger. 1.6 million baht. Tel:
082-810 9670.

SHOP FOR SALE
Patong Beach Road. 55sqm.
2 storeys. 2.5 million baht.
Tel: 081-956 1042. Website:
www.fish-spa-phuket.com

RESTAURANT IN KATA
Fully equipped kitchen, with
new fridges, freezers, TV, DVD
player etc. Includes bedroom.
Sitting area: 40+. Price:
530,000 baht. Rent: 8,000 baht
per month. No key money or
yearly payment. 3 + 3 year
contract. Must view. Tel: 081-
891 9461.

FREE RENT UNTIL 2012
Busy Chalong restaurant.
Well equipped and fully fur-
nished. Price 280,000 baht,
No key money. Tel: 087-852
2057 (English & Thai). Email:
palmbua.siam@live.ca

MASSAGE SHOP
On Nanai Rd, next to Seeka
Resort. Fully equipped with 3
floors. Ready-to-run business.
Price: 270,000 baht. Tel: 087-
213 9117, 083-593 3768.
Email: wctsurat@gmail.com

UNIQUE PLACE
IN RAWAI

Coffee shop, 300sqm, 40
seats, 3 bedrooms, kitchen,
fully furnished. Located on the
main road, great position. Tel:
081-968 5357 (English). Email:
mattiasqfuentes@gmail.com

SALE OR RENT KATA
8-room guesthouse with WiFi
and restaurant 5 minutes' walk
from beach. With Chanote title.
One of the busiest guesthouses
in Phuket the last three years.
80% occupancy even low sea-
son. For further info, please call.
Tel: 081-894 8446. Email:
sfrkata@hotmail.com

ROOFTOP RESTAURANT
FOR RENT

On the top floor of Sinthavee
Hotel, Phuket Town. Conve-
nient for a restaurant or bar.
Also, a discotheque on the 2nd
floor (with license). Tel: 087-
270 9093. Email: a.pueng
@gmail.com

BEAUTY & MASSAGE
SHOP

Large, fully equipped. Shop
behind Jungceylon on Patong.
Must see. Tel: 086-281 8883.

BIG KAMALA
RESTAURANT / BAR

Buy or lease now. Only
550,000 baht, reduced from
1.2 million baht. Tel: 082-807
2392. Email: tastyphuket@
gmail.com

LAUNDRY SHOP
FOR SALE

280,000 baht at a good location
with a solid customer base.
Fully furnished. Includes 2 bed-
rooms. Tel: 086-115 2184.

PATONG BAR &
RESTAURANT

for sale. 231 Nanai Road. In-
cludes a small bedroom and a
bathroom with hot shower.
Fully furnished. Sale: 250,000
baht. Rent: 19,000 baht per
month. Tel: 085-477 5935.

NEW MASSAGE AND
BEAUTY SHOP

For sale. In Patong. Fully
equipped, large modern mas-
sage parlor, hair salon and
beauty shop. Available for view-
ing. Tel: 086-281 8883.

SMALL APARTMENT
Offices and shop to rent. Near
Chalong Pier. Start from 3,500
baht per month. Tel: 084-943
3574.

SHOP FOR RENT
At Soi Sansabai. Only 15,000
baht per month. 7 meters x 4
meters. Tel: 089-544 3555.
Email: farfar1979@hotmail.com

BAR ON BANGLA RD
Bar at front of Soi Gonzo. Key
money paid, 4-year lease.
Rent at 10,000 baht per month.
Tel: 088-440 9324 (English),
087-769 6229 (Thai). Email:
nightrelaxbar@hotmail.com

TRENDY
RESTAURANT

FOR SALE
Brand-new running restau-
rant for sale in Patong. Pro-
fessional set up & design.
Outdoor patio. Located next
to famous Patong attrac-
tions. Great earning poten-
tial. Seats 100. All govern-
ment licenses in place.
Rent 120,000 baht per
month. Lease 3+3 years.
Owner relocating. Price: 10
million baht. Tel:  080-474
0444 (English), +971-50-
244 2441 (English). Email:
aahmed244@gmail.com

PORTABLE SITE OFFICE
6mx3mx2.5m with aircon. 4
windows, 1 door. In good con-
dition. For sale or rent. Tel: 089-
731 7699.
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Computers

Personal
Services

PATONG SHOP
GOOD PLACE

Close to Jungceylon and
Banzaan market. Only 28,000
baht per month, plus deposit. Tel:
076-366225, 086-879 2874  (En-
glish). Email: smolny1@wp.pl

BAR FOR SALE
Top opportunity, directly on
Bangla Road. Excellent loca-
tion, perfect layout and mod-
ern design. All systems in
place, ready to go. Tel: 081-956
9903 (English & Thai). Email:
minaoka_nui@hotmail.com

Business
Products &
Services

GM CURTAIN

Sells curtains, upholstery,
and accessories domesti-
cally and internationally. We
offer design and an outdoor
service installation in all prov-
inces around the country.
We also give advice on the se-
lection of material, equipment
and all types of installation
work by a well-experienced
and capable team. Curtains,
sofa clothes, roller blinds,
wallpapers, accessories. Ad-
dress: 128/124 Topland
(Radsada) Prachautid Rd.,
Muang Phuket. Tel: 076-
610072, 081-891 8148. Fax:
076-610073.

RAINBOW  ICE CREAM
Fruit sherbet ice cream bars.
Safe, made to GMP standards,
the Halal standard and OTOP
products. 15 flavors to choose
from, such as Strawberry, Durian,
Mango, Chocolate, etc. Retail -
Wholesale - Delivery. Great for
ceremonies, birthday parties, and
many other types of gatherings.
Tel: 086-191 6335 (Thai), 084-119
4094 (English & Thai). Email:
ditsararat@yahoo.com

RESTAURANT AND
GUEST HOUSE

Italian restaurant and guest
house in Kata. 100 meters from
the beach, new, Italian furnished,
sits 30, produces ice cream and
pasta. 3 rooms finely furnished.
Contract 2 years: 36,000 baht per
month. Sale: 2 million baht. Sale
excluding ice cream & pasta: 1.8
million baht. Tel: 080-042 7918
(English). Email: matteocapellino
@gmail.com

BUDS NURSERY
KINDERGARTEN

Phuket oldest bi-lingual interna-
tional child care facility. High qual-
ity time proven schedule and cur-
riculum. Experienced native En-
glish teachers to teach ages 1�
-6. Mon-Fri 8am - 5pm. Bus ser-
vice available from Patong, Karon,
Kata, Phuket, Rawai and
Chalong. Please contact for
more information. Tel: 076-282
232, 080-624 7060. Please see
our website at: www.buds-
phuket.com

SIGN/ MEDIA/
ADVERTISING

Please contact K.Pu
086-698 6544.

Email:
iamtontan@hotmail.com

TRAMPOLINES
For large trampolines at the best
prices. For a surcharge of 950
baht, we deliver to your front door
in Phuket in 4-5 days. Email us or
call: 087-707 9461 (Sukanya),
081-720 6462 (Herve). Email:
s u k a n y a @ t r a m p o l i n e t
hailand.com Website: www.tram
polinethailand.com

Club
Membership

Available

GOLF MEMBERSHIP
Phuket Country Club member-
ship for sale: 620,000 baht. Tel:
081-893 6121.

LAGUNA PHUKET
GOLFMEMBERSHIP

600,000 baht; get more benefits
than the Laguna Phuket Golf
Club Annual Gold Access Card
95,000 baht per year. Email:
norbert.nuetzel@gmx.de

ENGLISH
COMPUTERMAN

Sales, service, repair, WLAN,
used desktops. Tel: 076-
384385, 084-625 7744 (En-
glish). Fax: 076-384385. Email:
computermanphuket@
gmail.com

MONITOR & PRINTER
LCD Samsung P2233 for sale
at 2,500 baht. Brother Printer
HL3040CN for 7,000 baht. Tel:
081-367 0991.

Dive Gear

DIVE COMPRESSOR
85,000 BAHT

Contact for more information.
Tel: 080-718 1686. Email:
maxphuket@hotmail.de

CHEAP PC
Only 3,000 baht. Perfect for
web surfing, email, Skype,
etc. Ready to use. Email for
details. Tel: 089-908 7350
(English). Email: jacek_fi@
hotmail.com

REMOVE TATTOOS
We remove your tattoos. Tel:
083-362 4144, 080-718 1686.
For more details. Website: tat-
too-delete.info

THAI CONVERSATION
TEACHER

Looking for different ways of
leaning Thai? Please contact
Rin. Promise you will get high
results. Tel: 081-728 8269.

MARTIAL ARTS
FOR KIDS

Wu Chu Kung Fu and martial
arts movie tricks. Contact A.J.
Tel: 082-590 8018.

Personals

FREELANCE
PHOTOGRAPHER

Make a difference to your
images
- Pre-wedding
- Wedding
- Portrait
- Family memories
- Party
- Events
Contact : Tingnoi 081-

606 5746.
www.facebook.com/

tingnoidwf
tingnoidwf.multiply.com

ANY BRIDGE
PLAYERS?

We would welcome a few new
players. We play at Da Vinci &
private homes. Tel: 087-470 7570.

Surfboard

SUP PADDLE BOARD
11ft Jimmy Lewis. All around
with paddle and leash. Price:
29,000 baht. Tel: 087-209 5174.

PRIVATE THAI LESSON
Learn to speak, write, read and
practice tone with an experi-
enced teacher. Tel: 086-298
7981.
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Rentals

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_| (heading)

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

Please use this form to write your classified advertisement.

Classified ads are charged per line. Each line is 120 baht,
with a minimum of 4 lines (heading included) per ad.

All advertising must be paid for in advance.
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Motorbikes

Pick ups

95 NISSAN PREASEA
1600CC

Twin cam, new very cold air-
conditioning system, Pioneer
CD player, tinted windows, cen-
tral locking, runs on LPG only
12 baht per liter, cheap motoring,
good looking and runs great.
Tax and insurance and book
included. A must to see at only
135,000 baht. Contact Salans
as above for more information.
Tel: 086-990 3547 (English).
Email: salans49@yahoo.co.uk

TOYOTA ALTIS 1.8

Sport pack. 2008. Auto-
matic. Leather seats. Low
km, 1 owner. Price: 750,000
baht. Tel: 087-265 8002.

TOYOTA VIOS 1.5G
A/T LIMITED

Save 100,000 baht on 10-month-
old car with 8,000km 2010. White
and black leather seats.  Price:
614,000 baht. Tel: 081-612 4187.
Email: Nicolaas5@yahoo.com

TOYOTA VIOS E 2008
SALE/RENT

Price: 125,000 baht. Financ-
ing possible at 9,300 baht/
month. Condition like new.
Rent 18,000 baht/month, long
term. Bike 3,000 baht/month.
Tel: 089-008 5801. Email:
anticha_oil@hotmail.com

2 VW VENTOS
FOR SALE

Automatic, with aircon, ABS
brakes, 4 doors, 1.8L, CD player,
2 keys, fully serviced. Sale:
130,000 and 140,000 baht. Con-
tact Robin.Tel: 088-383 4473.

HONDA CITY
1997, 155,000km, automatic,
CD-player, good condition.
Price: 180,000 baht. Tel: 081-
271 8635  (English & Thai).

MAZDA 323 FOR SALE
1997. 150,000km. 1.8 engine.
5 doors. In good condition, ac-
cident free. Price: 160,000 baht.
Tel: 081-667 1637.

NISSAN FRONTIER
Pickup. 4 doors with canopy,
2.5L diesel. In excellent condition.
4 years old, 43,000km. Full ser-
vice history. Price: 360,000 baht.
Tel: 081-080 8039. Email:
jhaywood@bisphuket.ac.th

SUZUKI CARIBIAN
1990,sporty, 1.3 engine, in fair
condition for age. Price: 65,000
baht. Rawai. Tel: 083-641 9327.

YAMAHA FINO 2010
Dark Blue. Only 18,000km.
Excellent condition. Woman
owner. Must sell. Price: 29,000
baht. Tel: 087-893 1753.

SALE HONDA WAVE
125I

In top condition. Price: 32,000
baht. Tel: 080-718 1686. Email:
maxphuket@hotmail.de

HONDA SILVERWING
600cc, 2008 original, with
book, EC. Very fast. 26,000km.
Price: 280,000 baht. Tel: 087-
893 1753.

BIKE 125 SUZUKI
HAYATE 2011

Fuel injection, McWheel, black,
like new, 1,900km. Price:
46,900 baht. Tel: 084-294 7602.
Email: jamiben@gmail.com

YAMAHA T-MAX
T-MAX black max 2007:38,000
km. Price: 230,000 baht. Tel: 080-
883 4313 (English). Email:
rimjac@hotmail.com

SALE: YAMAHA MIO
4 years old in good condition.
Price: 12,000 baht. Tel: 089-
289 8628.

2005 HONDA WAVE
FOR SALE

Semi-automatic, 125cc, new
batteries and tires, green book,
35,000km. Price:14,000 baht
ono. Tel: 086-060 7684 (En-
glish). Email: summercbailey@
gmail.com

2006 SUZUKI STEP
FOR SALE

Automatic, 125cc, green book,
28,000km. Price:19,000 baht
OBO. Tel: 086-060 7684 (En-
glish). Email: summercbailey@
gmail.com

STUNNING WHITE
CHOPPER

Custom Honda Steed 400cc
with green book. Located in
Kathu, selling for 160,000 baht.
Contact Andy for more informa-
tion. Tel: 086-743 4241, 086-
743 4241 (English), 086-905
0371 (English & Thai). Email:
andreasseiler@gmx.de

4 DOOR PICK UP
FOR RENT

New Mitsubishi Triton, automatic,
fully insured. Tel: 081-970 3136.
Email: agogniat@loxinfo.co.th

TOYOTA
11,000 BAHT / MONTH

Automatic transmission, deliv-
ery service and insurance.
Call or email for more informa-
tion. Tel: 081-607 8567. Email:
suksavat@hotmail.com

CAR FOR RENT
Honda Jazz sports car model
compact car for rent with first-
class insurance. Delivery ser-
vice available. Tel: 089-727
1548.

BRAND NEW CAR
FOR RENT

Honda Jazz. Top sport model,
with first class insurance and
delivery service. Rent: 7,000
baht per week. Long-term rate
available. Tel: 081-343 0777.

600 BAHT/DAY
OR 14,000 BAHT/

MONTH

Cars for rent at Rawai
beach. Proton, Yaris,
Aveo, with insurance and
delivery. Tel: 080-328 9986,
088-180 0351. Email:
phuket7@yahoo.com

ISUZU D MAX
FOR RENT

Automatic, top model, with 4-
wheel drive. For short- and long-
term rent with first-class insur-
ance. Tel: 089-971 5664.

NEW VIOS FOR RENT
Comes with first class insur-
ance. Special rate for long term
rental. Tel: 083-690 9159, 086-
476 9598 (English & Thai).
Email: sornin_s@yahoo.com

HONDA PHANTOM
2 years old, 10,000km, good
condition. 65,000 baht. Tel:
084-899 3470  (English). Email:
hambuch@gmx.de

4 MOTORBIKES
FOR SALE

Yamaha Nouvo - 25,000
baht, Mio - 24,000 baht,
Honda Airblade 25,000 baht,
Suzuki Step - 22,000baht.
3-4 years old. Work perfectly
and serviced. Tel: 085-158
7638. Email: pierre_ham
mar@yahoo.se

2006 YAMAHA MIO
36,000 km, w/ books and helmet.
Runs perfectly. Price: 15,000 baht.
Tel: 085-882 9529  (English).
Email: h.feitsma@gmail.com

HONDA PHANTOM
Harley style, in excellent con-
dition. GR 8K. Price: 25,000
baht. Tel: 086-943 6716.

ISUZU D-MAX CAB4
4X4 AT

Isuzu D-Max Cab4 LS 4x4
Nov'09 (2010 Model). Auto-
matic, 3.0Ddi VGS Turbo, full
options: navigation, reverse
camera, Lenso wheels. 19,000
km, Asking price: 790,000
baht. Tel: 087-278 7427. Email:
maxberent@mac.com

 2005 TOYOTA AVANZA
AUTO 1.3

Good condition, 69,000km, any
trial, full service history, full insur-
ance, 7-seater, new tyres and
suspension. TV, DVD, surround
sound. 360,000 baht o.n.o. Tel:
087-265 8845  (Thai). Email:
johndevenport@hotmail.com

RANGE ROVER HSM
1996

Engine head just reconditioned
by authorized dealer. Interiors
newly refurbished. Spring sus-
pensions (maintenence free).
Xenon headlights. Engine fully
checked and maintained. LPG
with "donut" tank from Italy (op-
tional). New Nakamichi HiFi.
Photo on request (car is green).
Tel: 02-662 2447, 081-638 6757.
Email: paololaschet@gmail.com

HONDA CRV LOW KMS
2003. Silver. With leather
seats, new tyres and battery.
Price: 480,000 baht. Tel: 085-
691 1039.

TOYOTA VIGO 4X2
Top of the range. 3 years old.
86,000km. Automatic, with
many extras. Price: 590,000
baht, o.n.o. Tel: 087-276 0529.

TOYOTA VIGO 3.0
Top model. 2-door extra
cab. In perfect condition.
Low kms. No accident.
Full service history. Quick
sell for 539,000 baht. Tel:
086-950 7788.

2005 BMW 323I
Silver. 90,000km. Expat
owner. In good condition, with
service records. Price: 1 mil-
lion baht. Tel: 086-272 2810.

VOLVO V40
Year 2002, single owner, well
serviced, blue color, accident
free. Engine and car in very
good condition. Tel: 02-662
2447, 081-638 6757. Email:
paololaschet@gmail.com

2010 TOYOTA VIOS
1.5G

Automatic, limited edition.
10,000km. White and black
leather seats. Price: 614,000
baht. Please contact for more
additional details. Tel: 081-
612 4187. Email: nicolaas5
@yahoo.com

CHRYSLER NEON
2.OL

Manual, excellent condition,
new 17" alloys, tyres. Only
103,000km. Runs well.
Price: 230,000 baht. Tel: 087-
893 1753.

NISSAN 250XY V6
Top of the range. 2010
model. Automatic, with GPS
and rear camera. Only
18,000km. In very good con-
dition. Price: 1.39 million
baht. Tel: 086-278 0007.

KAWASAKI 650
TRIPLE

Model ER 6N. Clean bike in
excellent condition. 2009
with only 2,500km. Price:
180,000 baht. Tel: 081-083
0024 (English & Thai).
Email: paul.t.dyer@conoco
phillips.com
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FC Phuket slide to
seventh after draw

Nene Bi. Photo: Apinun Saithong

FC PHUKET pulled back from
2-0 down to salvage a draw on the
road at Samut Prakan in the Thai
League’s Division 1 last Sunday.

Goals by Nitirote Sukuma and
Nene Bi secured the Southern Sea
Kirin a point, but wins for
Bangkok United and Songkhla
pushed Phuket down to 7th place
in the league.

The Kirin went into the match
on the back of a 6-1 trouncing of
Thai Honda. Samut Prakarn Cus-
toms United who were beaten 1-0
away at Suphan Buri and, at 14th

in the table, had yet to win a game.
Both sides were frustrated for

much of the first half, and were
struggling to break free from the dan-
ger areas. Two headers from Kone
Adama were the best chances FC
Phuket had, but both went astray.

Customs had the best of the lat-
ter minutes, with the division’s only
English player Lee Tuck creating
chances, but the half finished 0-0.

The Southern Sea Kirin appeared
to be on yet another hard-luck road
trip when Tuck scored early in the
second half. Minutes later he set
up Weerasak Kiatsoong-nern, who
put Customs up 2-0 at 59 minutes.

But FC Phuket fought back with
a beautiful free kick into the top-
right corner by Nitirote Sukuma
at 67 minutes. The equalizer came
at 72 minutes, when Customs
United defender Surapon Phrom-

riboon pulled down FC Phuket’s
Kone Adama in the penalty area
and a sure-footed Nene Bi con-
verted the spot-tackle.

FC Phuket coach Surachai
Jirasirichote said: “We knew that our
opponents had lost four games in a
row. Because of that, they had to
fight hard, and they showed it isn’t
easy to beat them at this stadium.”

FC Phuket now sits in 7th place,
with 18 points after 10 games.

Following a recent ruling by the
Thai FA, the final seven minutes of
Phuket’s away fixture at Bangkok
United, abandoned due to a freak
storm, will be replayed. The score
of 5-2 in the Bangkok side’s favor
will be retained. The date and loca-
tion of play is undecided.

FC Phuket fans will have the
chance to see Saraburi in action
this weekend, when the Southern
Sea Kirin play them again at home
on Sunday at 6pm.

– Phuket Gazette

THIEVES broke into the FC
Phuket merchandise shop at the
entrance to Surakul Stadium,
stealing more than 4,000 baht’s
worth of replica shirts recently.

Thaweesak Jampada, a store
employee, said that when he
arrived to open the store the
next morning he noticed a hole
had been smashed into the
wooden wall at the back.

Checking the stock, he no-
ticed items had been stolen.

“My first suspicions were
that they had squeezed in
through the narrow hole be-
tween the store and the wall of
the house next door,” he said.
“You could sneak through to
the back of the shop that way,”
he said.

Mr Thaweesak said the wall
was made of thin wood that
could easily be smashed.

It was the second time the
store had been robbed, he
added. Last time, the warehouse
next to the store was targeted.

Thieves pinch shirts
from FC Phuket shop

Naruebeth “Sia Lek”
Ayupong, the club’s director,
said the robbery appeared to be
the work of kids, because the
size of the hole meant whoever
went in must have been small.

“There wasn’t much dam-
age, so we probably won’t
make a report,” he said.

– Phuket Gazette

Fans wearing the official shirts.

THE island’s top youth karate
sempai were due to compete in
a week-long multi-national ka-
rate tournament this week in
Bangkok as this newspaper went
to print.

The Sports Authority of Thai-
land (SAT) Phuket chapter
selected 24 of its best iron-fisted
youths, aged 6 to 15 years of age,
to compete for medals.

In addition to Thai athletes, ka-
rate students representing 14 nations
were set to go head-to-head.

Hosted at Chulalongkorn Uni-
versity Sports Complex from
May 11 to 17, the 5th Asian Pa-
cific Goju-kai Karate-do
championships is organized in
conjunction with the International
Karate-do Goju-kai Association
(IKGA), Thailand’s association

(TKGA) and Karate Federation
(TKF), as well as the SAT.

SAT Phuket Office Director
Wirat Patee brought the youths to
meet Governor Tri Aukaradecha
earlier this week for some final
words of encouragement.

“I expect our athletes to bring
back no less than eight gold med-
als,” declared a confident Wirat.

“In any case, the tournament
will be a major training for the
athletes in preparation for next
year” he added, referring to the
28th Thailand Youth Games
which Phuket will host in March
next year.

For results of how the Phuket
karate young guns got on, see
next week’s issue of the Phuket
Gazette out May 21.

– Steven Layne

Karate youths set for
international tourney

Tasar win for Slipstream
THE Bel Air Panwa Tasar Series
recently finished on Phuket with
some close racing from this
growing one-design fleet.

Phuket is famed for its big boat
regattas, but a recent resurgence
in dinghy and junior sailing now
offers greater choice for sailors.

The Bel Air Panwa Tasar Se-
ries consisted of three events over
two months. A nine-race series
saw the title fight go to the wire
at the last event of the series.

Winner of the series was Slip-
stream, skippered by Andrew de
Bruin. A number of firsts and con-
sistent high placings saw him win
the series by three points.

Seakitt Casschris, skippered by
Muzza Nordstrand, placed second
and in third place overall was Drag-
onfly, skippered by Liam Kealy.

Hot favorites G-String skippered
by Leslie Hand, finished fourth
in the final leaving her fourth
overall.

Preparations are underway for
the next Tasar series and there are
still opportunities for more teams
to enter. If interested, contact
class captain Andrew de Bruin at
E:andrew@leemarine.net.

The Phuket Yacht Club will host
a weekend Thailand Nationals for
the Tasar class in the near future.

– Phuket Gazette
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Football still in the dark ages
In the ever-developing tech world we live in, the question
remains: Why doesn’t football make proper use of it?

HEAR NO EVIL: Sepp Blatter, president of FIFA, deaf to football’s modern
requirements? Photo: Ag�ncia Brasil

SPORTS Authority Thailand
(SAT) Phuket Office Director,
Wirat Patee announced that the
SAT and Phuket Sports Associa-
tion are conducting inspections of
the various sporting facilities be-
ing prepared for the upcoming
Thailand Youth Games.

Last week inspections were
conducted at the 123 Gymna-
sium and at the Sports Center
around Saphan Hin which
comprises the gyms and facili-
ties that will be used to
hold volleyball, badminton,

Youth Games facilities inspected
tennis, and Pe-tong competitions.

The officers will continue to in-
spect, improve, and prepare all the
event hosting facilities to ensure
maximum preparedness and the
highest standards for the games.

Director Wirat expressed his
approval of the efforts being made
for next year’s games.

“I very much appreciate the
work that has been done in the past
four years. The growth and devel-
opment of sports and facilities in
Phuket is clearly noticeable and it’s
not just the result of efforts from

one office. The collaboration of
the private sector with Phuket’s
government authorities must be
commended,” he said

Further initiatives are being in-
troduced to develop outstanding
sports talents in Phuket, he added.

“The White Elephant” (Chang
Phuak) project will identify indi-
vidual talents from sports...
Funds from the project will pro-
vide a monthly allowance and a
scholarship to a Bangkok Univer-
sity,” Director Wirat said.

– Neil Quail

By Neil Quail

I USED to love football. A game for thugs
played by gentleman as the saying partly goes.
My father played for Glentoran in Northern
Ireland and in later years he became a re-
spected referee. My younger brother followed
this officious capacity in sports and became
an international hockey umpire.

As one can imagine, our household was
never short on sports arguments and espe-
cially debate regarding contentious decisions
in football such as off-sides, red cards and
goals, made by the men in black, as once
they wore.

Irrespective of the different teams we
supported, or our personal interpretation of
incidents on any given Saturday or Sun-
day, to this day we agree on one aspect of
sport. We continually ask the same ques-
tion: Why the hell hasn’t football introduced
goal-line video technology?

The argument against the use of tech-
nology usually involves the nonsensical and
archaic fear that the “human aspect” would
be removed. Supporters of the obtuse Sepp
Blatter, president of FIFA, use this argu-
ment in association with the costs of
introducing the technology, which for any-
one genuinely interested in the development
of the game, can only lead to questions of a
sinister or conspiratorial nature.

In the first instance, using video replay
as a tool to help reduce unnecessary con-
troversy in sport has no down side.

Remember, this is “goal-line” technology

can be used to answer questions such as:
did the ball cross the line?, was it a hand
ball?, was it a penalty? These decisions can
directly affect a goal being awarded.

Off-sides, fouls outside the penalty area
and carding players would remain under
the direct responsibility of the referee and
his assistants.

Many a referee has made incorrect de-
cisions which adversely
affect the outcome of an
important game, costing
a team valuable points or
continuation in a com-
petition.

The litany of errors is
too great to offer in any
great detail, but recent in-
cidents of note include
Thierry Henry’s handball
against the Republic of Ire-
land which secured France’s inclusion to last
year’s World Cup and prevented a worthy
Irish team from competing in South Africa.

During that very World Cup Frank
Lampard scored for England against Germany
in the last 16 stage at a crucial point in the
match, but the goal was not acknowledged
by the Uruguyan referee Jorge Larrionda.

Mr Lampard’s fortunes were recently
reversed when he was awarded a goal play-
ing for his club Chelsea in a Premiership
game against Tottenham.

Spurs goalkeeper, Huerleho Gomes
stopped the ball from completely crossing
the line, but his remonstrations to the offi-

cials were denied, where television replays
showed him to be correct.

Copious amounts of money infest foot-
ball and yet the powers that be have the
audacity to suggest this technology is too
costly to implement.

This seems a ludicrous statement when
we consider the employment of a fourth of-
ficial at matches whose ineffectual purpose

is to prevent managers
from stepping outside
their designated zones
and to hold aloft a digital
board indicating substitu-
tions and added time.

His redundant pres-
ence would be better
served sitting with a tele-
vision crew, prepared for
when referees require
verification on a pending

goal issue, replaying and offering advice
once checked.

Other sports not as affluent as football
have employed a range of technologies to
help with officiating. Tennis first introduced
line technology in 1974.

Cricket has used a sensitive microphone
system called the “snick-o-meter” to pick
up the sound of ball on bat since 1999 and
shortly after that in 2001, brought
“Hawkeye” to the game, which shows the
path of a ball. In 2006 the sport introduced
another development called “Hot Spot”
which uses infra-red cameras to determine
the strike point of a ball.

Rugby too has introduced try-line tech-
nology, allowing the referee to consult with
a fourth official to determine the legitimacy
of a try and only tries.

Importantly all these sports have not only
introduced technology, but also kept deci-
sion making powers with the aforementioned
“human aspect”, referees and umpires.

In tennis, players are allowed a certain
number of challenges to line calls. In
cricket, players are similarly allowed to
query an umpire’s decision, again with a
limit per team.

And rugby also gives captains the op-
portunity to review incidents and allows the
use of replays after matches to cite players
who have infringed laws that were not iden-
tified during games.

There should be the introduction of goal-
line video replays in football matches and
post-match citations for any incident dur-
ing a game. This would mean referees
would not have to put up on-pitch delin-
quents harassing them at close quarters.

In today’s game, professional football
players have it all too easy across the board.
With their over-inflated paychecks, matched
only by their egos, these players bask in
the spotlight of premature publication of
their autobiographies and messy paternity
suits. They bring the game into disrepute.

If football does not catch up with the
momentum of technology in sport, gentle-
manly conduct and fair play will be lost.

After all, we don’t want to have “a game
for thugs, played and organized by thugs.”

THE GOAL THAT SHOULD HAVE BEEN: Frank Lampard’s shot crossing the line during the England versus Germany
match in the South Africa World Cup 2010. Photo: AFP

‘If football does
not catch up with
the momentum of

technology in
sport, gentlemanly

conduct and fair
play will be lost.’
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BSS Champions League
a hit with competing kids

Legends to match
up at Thanyapura

BRAZILIAN Soccer Schools (BSS)
Phuket held its third successful 3v3
Junior Futebol de Salao (FDS) soc-
cer tournament at Thanyapura
Sports and Leisure Club (TSLC),
in Thalang last Saturday.

A total of 105 Thai and Expat
children from the Phuket commu-
nity ranging from seven to 13
years old thrilled spectators with
their pace and skills on the pitch.

“We are delighted with how
this tournament ran. It was our
most successful 3v3 tournament
yet. All the players were awarded
medals and all their parents got to
see the benefits of our unique
training system,” said Martin Hill,
Head Coach of BSS.

First was the Under 8 division,
played in a nine team format,. The
teams were given Champions
League team names as tribute to
the upcoming final to be held at
Wembley on May 28.

Inter Milan took bronze, the sil-
ver medal went to Manchester
United and  tournament champi-
ons were Chelsea.

Late afternoon saw the Under
10 division get underway with over
30 players participating. Schalke
and Spurs made it through Group
A into the semi-finals where they
faced the winners of Group B; In-
ter Milan and Arsenal. Both games
were tight affairs, but Inter Milan
and Arsenal proved too strong and
again met in the final. Schalke and

Spurs battled for the bronze medal
with Schalke winning a close
match 2-1. Arsenal took the Silver
medal as they lost out to Inter Milan
2-1 in the final.

A frantic start to the Under 12
division yielded 29 goals in the first
4 games. The first semi-final
matched AC Milan and Spurs. AC
Milan won 5-3 to book their place
in the final. The second semi-fi-
nal offered the upset of the
tournament, as league winners
Real Madrid were beaten by
Manchester United 4-1. Real
Madrid overcame their disappoint-
ment later by defeating Spurs to
finish in third place. A reversal of
fortune was witnessed in the final
when a 7-1 loss in the opening
game of the tournament was
avenged by Manchester United to
topple AC Milan 6-1 in the final.

On Sunday the Under 14s took
center stage at TSLC. Four teams
each played three group games as
well as two play-off matches. Real
Madrid beat Manchester United in
the first semi and Schalke scored
two late goals against Barcelona to
see them into the final. The final
could not be decided in normal time
with Real Madrid scoring a last gasp
equalizer sending the teams into a
penalty shoot-out. Real Madrid won
the shoot-out 2-1 to claim gold.

The next FDS 3v3 tournament
is due for September.

– Neil Quail

By Neil Quail

THE host venue for the Liverpool
Legends versus Legends of Thai-
land Phuket leg has officially been
announced to the Gazette as
Thanyapura Sports and Leisure
Center (TSLC) by owners and pro-
moters North Scoreboard Co Ltd.

“Thanyapura was selected for the
quality of the pitch and facilities to
support our international teams and
visitors as well as the enthusiasm
of the team to be involved in the
Football Legends concept.

“We are excited to hold this im-
portant match at the world class
facilities of Thanyapura which we
believe the fans will enjoy im-
mensely,” said Cris Rosenbergs,
Director of North Scoreboard
Group, the owner and creator of
the Football Legends concept.

Spread across 22.5 hectares,
Thanyapura is a state-of-the-art
campus with world-class sport-
ing facilities. The Legends match
will be played on their synthetic
rugby surface endorsed by the In-

ternational Rugby Board.
“The opportunity to showcase

our facilities at this stage of our
development with such an interna-
tionally famous group of players
being present is one we proudly
have taken. Thanyapura represents
a major step forward in sports and
leisure facilities on Phuket and we
feel this match and activities will
highlight to the people of Phuket,
Thailand, and indeed around the
world who will see the match on
TV, what Phuket has to offer for
world class sporting events,” said
Dave Roberts, Vice President for
Operations of TSLC.

“The Legends of Liverpool
have brought a great deal of suc-
cess to the team in the past, and
have many fans around the world.
Liverpool is one of the leading
teams that Thai people support.

“Bringing together such a team
of famous past players is not a
simple task and TrueVisions is
excited and proud to welcome the
team to Thailand and to provide
media partnership to the organiz-

ers through its own channels.
“TrueVisions is more than de-

lighted to update all the activities
that will be part of the tour, apart
from the live broadcast of the
match in Bangkok and Phuket,
TrueVisions will provide special
benefits to its subscribers to fur-
ther promote the tour and support
other activities of the official part-
ners,” said Ong-art Prapakamol,
Chief Commercial Officer of
TrueVisions PLC.

As part of the Legends tour the
team will participate in a range of
activities, making an eventful TV
series which will be broadcast
worldwide highlighting the desti-
nations they visit.

The match of Legends will be
held at Thanyapura at 6pm on
June18. Gates open from 4pm.
Tickets are available from
HomePro outlets on Phuket or can
be purchased at Thanyapura.

Visit W:footballlegendstour.com and
W:thanyapura.co.th for more
information.

Ex-professionals to clash at new sports center on the island

STAR SHOW: Legends of Liverpool tour manager Alan Kennedy (left) and
Phil Neal (right) appear on True Visions recently in Bangkok.
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Looking for a place to stay?
See more classified ads at www.phuketgazette.net
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