
Burmese register at Phuket
Immigration, while many others
remain uncounted on the island.
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Murky waters

MoU touted to resolve Deep Sea Port blockades

A parent and child stand where treated wastewater flows from a canal
into the sea at Karon Beach. Photo: Christian Mouchet

PRELIMINARY figures from the
nationwide census conducted
last year report 525,018 people
living on Phuket: 409,137 Thai  and
115,881 foreigners.

However, the figures have yet
to be confirmed by the National
Statistics Office in Bangkok, said
Prapai Pukngarm, of the
Statistical Techniques and
Planning Branch at Phuket
Provincial Statistical Office.

“When that is done, much
more information will become
available,” she said.

Asked whether the Phuket
Statistical Office thought the
figures accurately indicated the
actual number of people living on
Phuket, she replied, “No. Of
course, these numbers do not
include every single person
living in Phuket. The system is
not perfect.

“Some people do not want to
tell us about everyone staying in
their house, and Burmese living
in labor camps only give us
details of the number legally
registered Burmese workers
living there,” she said.

Census 2010:
Phuket population

‘only’ 525,000

Wastewater discharge at Karon Beach under scrutiny
By Janpen Upatising
and Steven Layne

CLAIMS that untreated wastewa-
ter was being pumped into the sea
by hotels at Karon and Kata
Beaches have been dismissed by
provincial authorities as a ‘misun-
derstanding’.

The wastewater originated
from a municipal facility instead,
they said.

Allegations brought forth last
month after the filming of a popu-
lar German TV show sparked an
investigation headed by Vice Gov-
ernor Weerawat Janpen.

Five resorts were implicated.
“The footage did not implicate

any hotels directly. However, it
claimed that wastewater dumping
had come from hotels. Our team
investigated the places shown in
the footage,” he said.

“The wastewater treatment fa-
cilities involved are located near
hotels, but they are actually the
responsibility of Karon Municipal-
ity,” he said.

Karon Mayor Tawee Thong-
cham explained to the Gazette that
the two locations shown in the
footage were Karon Municipality’s
sewage collection facility near

Kata Beach and the pumphouse
that discharges treated wastewa-
ter further north, near the far
northern end of Karon Beach.

“Wastewater is sent from many
hotels in those areas to our waste-
water collection station, where it
continues to the main water treat-
ment plant,” he said.

“However, on the day the foot-
age was filmed [March 18], there
was a blackout at 5pm. It took

three to four hours for the Pro-
vincial Electricity Authority to fix
it,” he added.

“So, the water kept flowing
from the hotels as usual while our
[sewage] collection tanks were
over capacity. The pumps were
offline, causing the excess [sew-
age] to overflow to the beach,”
Mayor Tawee said.

Such blackouts happen once or
twice a year, he added.

To prevent such incidents from
recurring, Mayor Thawee peti-
tioned Governor Tri Augkaradacha
to install a generator at the site.

As for the pumphouse further
north in Karon, where treated
wastewater is released into a ca-
nal that ultimately empties into the
ocean, he said, “Our April 23 tests
of the water here show that the
BOD [biochemical oxygen de-
mand] was around 6, which
means the water is safe.

“If the BOD is higher than 20,
it is dangerous. I can guarantee
that the sea water in both places
is safe,” he said.

The footage in question is ex-
pected to air in Germany this
month, and possibly in Russia by
next month.

German Honorary Consul Dirk
Naumann told the Gazette that the
footage – produced for Wir Retten
Ihren Urlaub (“We Save Your
Holiday”) – had included live
dumping of wastewater, as well
as on-location tests revealing mil-
lions of harmful bacteria.

 “They [the show’s producers]
had intentionally left the air date
open because they are waiting for
a reaction from the Thai govern-
ment,” he added.

By Atchaa Khamlo

A MEMORANDUM of Understanding
(MoU) between taxi drivers and tour op-
erators who use the Phuket Deep Sea Port
will be drawn up in an attempt to resolve
the dispute over access to tourists disem-
barking there.

The MoU, to be drafted by the Phuket
Marine Office within one month, is expected
to put in writing terms of a verbal agree-
ment negotiated a month ago.

The verbal agreement was made during
an emergency meeting at the port that fol-

lowed the April 6 blockade when the cruise
liner Silver Spirit was in port.

Phuket Marine Office chief Phuripat
Theerakulpisut told the meeting the MoU
would generally allow taxi drivers access
to half of the passengers disembarkeing at
the port.

However, when passengers booked port-
of-call tours before their arrival in Phuket,
the split might be 70% to 30% in favor of
the tour operators, he said.

He also assured there would be no more
blockades at the port.

Many of the tour company representa-

tives at the meeting questioned the proposed
MoU’s validity from a consumer protec-
tion standpoint.

Kanin Vivataga, managing director of tour
company South Services, said taxi drivers
often failed to take passengers to their de-
sired destinations, instead taking them to
establishments where they can earn com-
missions, he said.

“Some passengers book specific types of
vehicles they would like to travel in. They
should have the right to make such choices.
We have to find a compromise on all these
issues if this is going to work,” he said.

Orachorn Saiseethong of Sea Tour said
the 50:50 split would work only for large
groups of passengers without prior itiner-
aries. “For groups of 200 to 500 passengers
who have already booked tours from abroad,
the deal will not work,” she said.

Wichit Municipality deputy mayor
Chairat Kumban said there are currently 92
taxis and 84 vans operating in the area.
They are all local people just trying to keep
their families clothed and fed, he said.

“We should try and understand them and
not brand them as ‘mafia’ as some have
done,” he said.
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Call for better work rates,
conditions for Burmese

Lifeguards
issue warning
over rip tides

Burmese laborers in the hot
midday sun in Phuket Town.

LABOR Day in Phuket was an
active one for a group of local la-
borers demanding special attention
from the government.

Vice Governor Weerawat
Janphen last Sunday presided over
a job fair themed “Phuket Labor-
ers Unite for the Environment,
against Drugs” at the Phuket
HomeWorks Supercenter.

Many employers took part in
the event, accepting applications
for a reported 1,500 job vacancies.

Led by Phuket Federation of
Hotel and Service Labor President
Vichit Dasanta, laborers presented
eight demands to the V/Gov
Weerawat on stage.

Printed on a large poster was
their prime request: An increase in
the daily minimum wage rate to
match the rising cost of living.

The current minimum wage in
Phuket is 221 baht per day, the
highest in Thailand.

The workers also called for
pricing controls on household es-

DESPITE no drownings being
recorded at Phuket beaches over
the past month, the president of
the Phuket lifeguard organization
this week warned tourists to be-
ware of strong rip tides.

“Over the past few days, there
have been big waves with strong
underwater currents,” said Prathai-
yuth Chuayuan, president of the
Phuket Lifeguard Service (PLS).

“Red flags have been posted in
danger zones and the monsoon
season is coming,” he warned.

“Earlier this month, there have
been days without large waves on
the surface, but there have been
underwater currents.

“So do not rush into the water.
Ask a lifeguard where it is safe to
swim,” Mr Prathaiyuth advised.

The warning comes after the
PLS completes its first month
under its new annual contract to
patrol Phuket beaches.

By Steven Layne

FOLLOWING a spate of cable-
cutting incidents over the past
few months, local cable provid-
ers around the island are fed up.

Suspecting sabotage, Atsada-
korn Sidokbuap of KPP Cable TV
and Kampanat Thantiwat, manag-
ing director of PA Business
Phuket, filed a formal request for
action to Phuket Electricity Au-
thority (PEA) chief Somchai
Krueapat on Tuesday.

Mr Kampanat said he was act-
ing on behalf of a consortium
representing all cable TV provid-
ers on Phuket.

The request asked PEA to per-
form a thorough investigation of
their transmission line towers to
determine whether any unautho-
rized cabling was evident, and if
so, to put an end to it.

The cable companies claimed
their services have been constantly
interrupted due to the cutting and
unplugging of their cables.

Having found suspicious, un-
recognized fiber-optic and coaxial
wires at the towers where their
own wires were tampered or re-
moved, Mr Kampanat said he

believes private-sector competitors
were responsible.

At least three incidents in April
were reported among consortium
members, Mr Kampanat said.

Cables were deliberately cut,
unplugged and damaged at tow-
ers near Tesco Lotus and later
around Makro – including 3BB
cables – during early April, he
added.

After inspecting the latest inci-
dent, which occurred in late April

in Koh Kaew, his associates gath-
ered evidence including one of their
own severed cables, a pair of wire
cutters, and even claimed to have
identified a suspect at the scene.

The alleged culprit, employed
by a major national telecommuni-
cations provider, denied the
allegations, said Mr Kampanat,

A police report was filed and
was submitted along with the re-
quest for action to the PEA, he
added.

sentials, as well as strict enforce-
ment of labor law and immediate
expulsion of illegal immigrant
workers from the country.

Furthermore, they asked the
closing time of entertainment ven-
ues to be extended to 2am and, if
possible, to consider establishing
Phuket province as a special ad-
ministrative area.

Such a move would be practi-
cal given Phuket’s special status
as a prime regional tourist desti-
nation, they said.

A CLEAR majority of Phuket Ga-
zette readers feel they are happy
living in or visiting Phuket, results
of a recent readers’ poll reveal.

The Gazette asked online read-
ers: “On a scale of 1-5 (1 =
completely miserable; 5 = bliss),
how would you rate your average
emotional state living in, or when
visiting, Phuket?”

Overall, 56.2% answered that
they were happy (37.5%) or even
blissful (18.7%).

By contrast, only 20.4% replied
that they were unhappy (13.5%)
or miserable (6.9%).

Almost one quarter of those
taking part (23.3%) rated their
emotional state with a “3”, indi-
cating they were neutral: Neither
happy nor unhappy.

The poll was initiated by a na-
tionwide ABAC survey that found
Phuket residents rated their own
happiness lower than residents of
any other province in Thailand.

In a breakdown by demo-
graphic, tourists taking part in the
Gazette poll were more likely to
be happy (71%) than unhappy
(14%). Almost a third (29%) said
they felt “blissful” while in Phuket.

Thais were far less likely to re-
port they were happy. Just under
half (49%) reported feeling happy
compared to 23% who said they
were not. The rest were neutral.

Resident expats were in the
middle, with 63% saying they
were happy compared to 24%
who said they were not. The re-
mainder were neutral.

Just ask us: We’re happy

Books
A WWII bombardier’s
story is told.

 Page 24



May 7 - 13, 2011 P H U K E T  G A Z E T T E 3PHUKET NEWS

Officers take a close look at some urine samples. Photo: Atchaa Khamlo

Police face meth tests

Police arrest three for
killing of Thalang teen

Airport enjoy
record arrivals

POLICE arrested three young
men who have confessed to the
stabbing murder of Phuket teen
Thawatchai “Ton” Maelanon,
whose body was discovered in a
rubber plantation in Thalang on
March 26.

At a press conference at Phuket
City Police Station last Friday,
Provincial Police Commander
Pekad Tantipong identified one of
the three suspects as 23-year-old
Apirak “Khao” Sae-eiw.

The other two youths, both 16,
were presented to the media with
their faces covered.

According to police, the three
on March 19 lured the 15-year-
old fellow gang member to a
remote location off Thepkrasattri
Road with the intention of shoot-
ing him.

In their confession, the three
said they had given the boy 5,000
baht for the purchase of ya bah
(methamphetamine). They became
furious when they learned he took
some of the drugs by himself, sold
the rest – and ignored repeated
demands for repayment.

By Atchaa Khamlo

EVERY police officer in Phuket is
to be tested for ya bah (metham-
phetamine), the provincial police
commander has announced.

“Every police station must urine
test every officer under their com-
mand by May 1,” said Maj Gen
Pekad Tantipong last Thursday.

“The order was issued by Pro-
vincial Police Region 8 at the end
of last month,” he added.

The same testing was to be
conducted in Surat Thani, Krabi,
Phang Nga, Ranong, Nakhon Sri
Thammarat and Chumphon.

“Any officer testing positive
will be severely punished,” said
Maj Gen Pekad, adding that even
commanding officers will be
tested.

“I will receive all of the results
and know how many officers in
Phuket test positive. However, I
have yet to receive any reports of
officers testing positive,” he said.

Under the scheme, police will
be tested by workers from the
Phuket Provincial Health Office
using a “Meth Cassette” kit manu-
factured by the Government
Pharmaceutical Organization.

Those whose urine turns purple
after being mixed with the reagent

will have blood samples taken.
These will be sent to a police test-
ing facility in Trang for final
confirmation in a procedure that
takes about one week.

“We cannot test them all simul-
taneously as they work different

shifts and some need to travel out
of the province as part of their
duties. For this reason they will
be tested in groups,” he said.

“This is the third year Phuket
City Police has drug tested its of-
ficers. So far none have tested

positive,” said Phuket City Police
Deputy Superintendent Chaiwat
Auykham.

As police are sometimes or-
dered to conduct random drug
tests on the general public, it is
important that they prove they are
not involved with drugs them-
selves, he said.

Phuket City Police arranged
testing of 289 officers over a two-
day period: 193 officers on April
28 and most of the remainder the
next day.

About 30 officers currently
outside the province will be tested
later, Lt Col Chaiwat said.

“All Phuket City Police offic-
ers, almost 300 people, must
undergo drug testing. The results
will be submitted to our com-
mander at the beginning of next
month [May],” he added.

There are a total of 1,196 po-
lice officers stationed in Phuket.

A reliable source in at least one
police station told the Gazette that
officers were well aware that
methamphetamine testing was
imminent and that officers were
“instructed to prepare” for it.

The detection period for meth-
amphetamine in urine can range
from anywhere from one to five
days.

W h e n
they reached
the site, a
rubber plan-
tation along
the access
road to
N a m u a n g
V i l l a g e ,
Apirak tried
to shoot the
boy, police
quoted the
boys as saying in their statement.

When the gun failed to dis-
charge, one of two youths stabbed
him once with a sharpened chisel.
He then turned the weapon over
to Apirak, who continued the as-
sault, police said.

The three left the scene only
after they were sure Thawatchai
was dead.

Among the items of evidence
presented were a homemade hand-
gun and a mobile phone.

All three arrested were charged
with conspiracy to commit mur-
der and weapons charges.

– Yodsak Jarana

Tsunami fears spark ICEC redesign

PHUKET is enjoying record num-
bers of foreign tourists in 2011,
according to official statistics.

The number of international
passengers arriving at Phuket Air-
port January through March
totaled 654,009, up 25.1% over
the same period in 2010, accord-
ing to the Tourism Authority of
Thailand (TAT).

This included a growth of
31.3% (228,768) in January,
24.3% (231,326) in February and
21.6% (193,915) in March.

From April 1 through 23 April,
international passengers arriving at
the airport totaled 123,934, up al-
most 31% over the same period
last year.

Meanwhile, Airports of Thai-
land (AoT) has announced that the
first phase of its expansion project
at the airport is expected to be fin-
ished in September, just in time for
the next tourism high season.

AoT Board of Directors chair-
man Tirapol Noparumpaat led a
meeting of the AoT board at the
Sea Pearl Villas Resort in Kathu
following an inspection tour of the
airport last week.

All of the improvements under-
way are geared at facilitating
passenger movement through the
airport.

CONCERNS over whether the Phuket International
Convention and Exhibition Center (ICEC) would be
able to withstand a tsunami have sparked a full re-
view of the project design plans.

Wongsakorn Nunchukhan, from the Department
of Public Works And Town & Country Planning of-
fice in Phuket last week told a progess-update meeting
at Provincial Hall that the141-rai coastal site in Mai
Khao, at the north end of the island, is considered a
tsunami-risk zone.

“The design and construction of the center and
adjoining facilities should be ‘tsunami safe’ because
tsunamis can strike at any time,” he said.

Vice Governor Somkiet Sangkaosutthirak, who
presided over the meeting, highlighted the delay the
suggestion would trigger.

“This suggestion will [need to] be discussed fur-
ther among relevant organizations, such as the Phuket
Department of Disaster Prevention and Mitigation
[DDPM], after which we will discuss it again before

proceeding,” he explained.
The project is already under time pressure. Its

originally-scheduled completion was May 2014, but
funding under the government’s Thai Khem Kaeng
(“Strong Thailand”) economic stimulus package re-
quire the project to be completed by November 2013.

Cabinet approved a budget of 2.6 billion baht for
construction of the center, but funding for other
projects to support the ICEC, such as highway
upgrades and light rail projects, will have to be
sourced from relevant departments including the
Highways Office, Provincial Electricity Authority
and the Provincial Waterworks Authority, the meet-
ing was told.

“The architects [KAED 103] will draft a master
plan for the whole project so the other offices will
have have a clearer picture of what the project will
look like,” said V/Gov Somkiet.

See Editorial on page 8
– Atchaa Khamlo

Confessed killer
Apirak Sae-eiw
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Police link Tesco meth ‘delivery
man’  to  Vitamilk ya bah mule

Tianchai Chiewchan (center), 27, arrested for smuggling onto the island
2,000 ya bah pills hidden in Vitamilk cartons. Photo: Atchaa Khamlo

South African gets 7
days for holiday snap

US dad gets
10 years for

passport fraud

PHUKET City Police last week
arrested a drug mule with 2,000
ya bah (methamphetamine) pills
and 197.14 grams of ya ice (crys-
tal meth), with a street value of
about 1.1 million baht.

The bust followed the arrest of
Jamnong Chumplub, from
Nakhon Sri Thammarat, who was
found in possession of 10 ya bah
pills in an earlier raid.

During questioning, Jamnong
told police he “ordered” the drugs
through a man he identified only
as “Phab”, who is apparently serv-
ing a prison sentence in Nakhon
Sri Thammarat, according to po-
lice.

Jamnong was waiting for a
drug delivery when police arrested
him.

Officers arranged for Jamnong
to have another shipment delivered
to a rendezvous point at Tesco
Lotus at noon last Friday.

Police pounced on Aram
“Paek” Or-Yam, 48, from Ranong,
when he showed up with the
drugs.

He now faces charges of pos-

A SOUTH African man was sen-
tenced to seven days incarcera-
tion at Bang Jo correctional facil-
ity last week after being caught
stealing from tourists at Nai Harn
Beach.

Steven Stander, 27, was
grabbed by lifeguards after a
beach operator spotted him steal-
ing a digital camera from a bag
belonging to Australian tourists
frolicking in the water.

“I saw him take a camera from
the one of the ladies’ bags and hide
it under his shirt as he walked off,
so I called out to the lifeguards to
stop him.

“We all surrounded him to stop
him walking away. As soon as he
saw this, he raised his hands and
gave himself up. He also handed
the camera back to us,” Mr
Thairath said.

“My friend and I were swim-
ming for about 20 minutes. While

I was facing out to sea, I heard
someone blowing a whistle. I
turned around and saw a couple
of people waving to me and call-
ing me back to the beach,” said
one of the Australian tourists, who
asked to be named only as “Lisa”,
age 29.

“When I saw him, he confessed
that he stole it and apologized to
me,” she said.

With her camera back, Lisa said
she did not want to press charges.

“I just want to tell the beach
vendor and lifeguards who helped
me that I am very grateful for
what they did.

“Otherwise, if the camera was
stolen, I would never get those
photos back again,” she said.

After completing his week-long
sentence, Mr Stander is to be
handed over to Phuket Immigra-
tion, who are likely to deport him.

– Janpen Upatising

session and intent to sell class 1
drugs.

At the media conference, Aram
confessed that he had been hired
many times to deliver drugs for
Phap. He was paid 20,000 baht for
each delivery.

Phuket Provincial Police Com-

mander Pekad Tantipong said po-
lice believe Aram was part of the
same drug network that saw a
man caught trying to smuggle
2,000 ya bah pills hidden in
Vitamilk cartons onto the island
two days earlier.

An informant tipped off Phuket

patrol police that Tianchai
Chiewchan, 27, was carrying the
pills from Surat Thani to Phuket
in a van.

Disaster Prevention and Mitiga-
tion (DDPM) Phuket officers took
up position at Siam Commercial
Bank on Thepkrasattri Road as the
van carrying the suspect ap-
proached.

The officers identified Tianchai
as he got out of the van based on
a description provided by an in-
formant and noted that he “was
acting suspiciously”.

As they approached the Surat
Thani native, the DDPM officers
identified themselves and searched
his belongings.

On discovering his stash, the
officers arrested him.

Tianchai confessed that the he
had been paid 5,000 baht by some-
one in Surat Thani to deliver the
pills to “Ian”, an unidentified Thai
man in Rawai, police said.

Tianchai was charged with pos-
session of illegal drugs.

– Atchaa Khamlo
and Pimwara Choksakulpan

AN American father arrested in
Phuket in June last year has been
sentenced by a US federal court
to 10 years in prison for forging
documents needed to illegally
bring his daughter to Thailand, ac-
cording to a US media report.

Samuel Lee Horton, 38, was
arrested by FBI agents in Phuket
in June 2010 for violation of an
outstanding child custody order.

During his stay in Phuket, he
told his three-year-old daughter
Zoei that her mother had died, re-
ported MSNBC news affiliate
WYFF4 at the time of his arrest.

Horton was given the maximum
possible sentence of 10 years for
passport fraud, followed by three
years of probation, the WYFF4
report said.

Horton earlier pleaded guilty to
charges of forging his ex-wife’s
signature on his daughter’s pass-
port application, a serious offense
under US law.

Horton’s ex-wife Cindy now
has full custody of their daughter
and son, and Horton has been
stripped of his parental rights.
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Roads to get huge makeover
By Atchaa Khamlo

NEW road projects planned for
Phuket and Phang Nga are bud-
geted at more than 140 million
baht, the Highways Department
has revealed.

The road to the airport, the
road on the north side of the
Sarasin Bridge and the bypass
road are all scheduled for major
upgrades.

Sathaporn Sornchana, deputy
general manager of the regional
Highways Department office,
said work is already underway to
repair a 5.5-kilometer stretch of
Thepkrasattri Road southbound in
Thalang, from the airport road
turnoff to Wat Phra Thong.

“The road has been damaged
by trucks carrying heavy loads
into Phuket. The northbound lane
is fine because it is used by empty
trucks heading off-island,” said
Mr Sathaporn.

Hat Yai PSM Construction Co
has been contracted to complete
the project within 120 days, from
February 10 to June 9, with a
budget of 19,248,900 baht.

Six heavily damaged sections
of the road are to be structurally
repaired before the entire length
is resurfaced.

Work stopped from April 8 to
17 for Songkran, but has since
resumed, Mr Sathaporn said.

He is hopeful the work will be
finished ahead of schedule.

“I would like to see construc-
tion finished before May 10,” he
added.

The project became a top pri-
ority after community action
group Khon Rak Phuket (People
who Love Phuket) filed com-
plaints to offices in Bangkok,
which led to Bangkok officials
travelling to Phuket to inspect the
condition of the road firsthand,
said Mr Sathaporn.

“We are trying to solve the
problem. We have installed a
weigh station in Khok Kloy, on
the north side of the Thepkrasattri
Bridge . The weigh station was
installed before New Year [Janu-

ary 1] and was in use for three
months before its official open-
ing ceremony on April 1,” he
explained.

Now any trucks carrying over
25 tons are asked to reduce
weight to that figure before cross-
ing over to Phuket, he added.

For traffic heading off-island,
18mn baht has been allotted to
upgrade the five ki-
lometers of road
from the new bridge
under construction to
Khok Kloy Bus Sta-
tion in Phang Nga.

“These road-
works are scheduled
to finish the same
time as the new
Sarasin Bridge, so motorists will
enjoy a smooth surface along the
northern side,” Mr Sathaporn said.

Next on the list is the 60mn-
baht expansion of the airport road
to four lanes from Thalang Tech-
nical College to the T-junction
south of the airport, where traf-
fic lights will be installed.

“This project has been ap-
proved by the Ministry of Land
Transport. We are now waiting
for the funds to become avail-
able,” Mr Sathaporn said.

“Work will probably start
around July. The construction
company will be Haadyai Rueang
Chai Construction Ltd Partner-
ship,” he added.

As part of the
project a median
strip will be installed
to separate vehicles
travelling in opposite
directions. It is
hoped the barrier
will reduce the num-
ber of head-on
collisions on the

road, which has a reputation lo-
cally as a dangerous stretch.

“We will start work along the
sections of road where accidents
happen most often and continue
the project if we get more fund-
ing in the next fiscal year
[beginning October 1, 2011],” Mr
Sathaporn explained.

Other roadworks on their way
include a 43mn-baht upgrade
along 12 kilometers of Thep-

krasattri Road from Kosit Wiharn
Temple in Rassada to the Hero-
ines’ Monument.

“Upgrades to the northbound
lanes will start around mid-July,
as we expect to receive the bud-
get for that first.

“The number of people rush-
ing to the airport to catch flights
has worn the road down and
made it is slippery.

“While we are working on that,
we will request the budget to re-
pair southbound lanes damaged
by trucks bearing heavy loads,”
Mr Sathaporn said.

Next is resurfacing the bypass
road from the Bang Khu Inter-
section to the Premium Outlet
Factory and from the Samkong
(Tesco Lotus) Intersection to
Darasamuth School (Central) In-
tersection.

Work is expected to start
around March next year.

“People don’t understand why
we always have do road con-
struction. Roads have limited
lifespans, up to seven years at
most. After that they need major
improvements,” explained Mr
Sathaporn.

Work on improving 5.5km along Thepkrasattri Road in Thalang is already underway. Photo: Atchaa Khamlo

Roads have
limited lifespans,
up to seven years
at most. After that
they need major
improvements
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Coral gets its groove back

Main photo: A blue starfish on regenerated coral. Inset: Coral off Koh
Racha Yai damaged by bleaching last year. Photos: PMBC

Navies discuss
disaster relief,
nuclear
meltdown

Tremors prompt house evacs

By Steven Layne

RECENT shallow-water surveys
conducted off Phuket have docu-
mented significant regrowth of
coral, marine biologists say.

Researchers headed by divers
from the Marine and Coastal Biol-
ogy and Ecology Unit of Phuket
Marine Biology Center (PMBC)
reveal the island’s coral reefs are
starting to show signs of recov-
ery from last year’s devastating
coral bleaching episode.

Initial post-bleaching damage
assessments showed that coral
loss ranged from 25% in some
areas to 97% in more vulnerable
sites, such as Siam Bay of Racha
Yai island.

Diverse coral larvae growth
was observed at sites all around
the island’s territorial waters.

Coral reefs in Phuket waters are
estimated to cover an area of
nearly 17 square kilometers, ac-
cording to the PMBC researchers.

One PMBC report released last
month assessed the health of an
80-meter-long reef located off the

small bay north of Karon Beach,
near Le Meridian Phuket Beach
Resort. In addition to the re-
growth of no less than 30 coral
species, a moderate number of fish
and even blue sea stars (Linckia

laevigata) were spotted by divers.
The PMBC estimates the reef

could recover to its original pre-
bleached state in three to four
years, under the right conditions.

The report cites human activi-

ties in the area as the primary ob-
stacle. Sedimentation from runoff
as well as algal blooms thriving on
nutrient-rich wastewater were
listed as the main hindrances to
coral rehabilitation.

The survey also attributed sub-
surface debris such as fishing
tackle and plastic as another threat.

The researchers also called for
resorts to better inform guests
who dive and snorkel at nearby
reefs about correct coral reef ex-
ploration techniques.

Reflecting on his first, unevent-
ful dive in Thailand off the coast
of Kalim bay last week, Pierre
Yves Cousteau, son of legendary
Jacques Yves, commented: “You
don’t want to shoot yourself in the
foot, or saw off the branch you
are sitting on by destroying the
reason why people are coming.”

Mr Cousteau visited Phuket
last week in order to meet
recreational dive industry repre-
sentatives, prospecting potential
partnerships for his non-profit
marine conservation venture
Cousteau Divers.

A 4.4-magnitude earthquake in the
Andaman Sea last Saturday night
did very little damage to anyone
in Phuket, but it sparked fear in
some neighborhoods.

Damaged tiles in a house south
of Phuket Town prompted resi-
dents of the area to leave their
homes.

“My wife received an SMS on
her mobile phone about an earth-
quake.

“Then, about an hour later
while I was in the living room with
our son, I heard a sound like a rat
running and hitting the door and
table,” said one resident in a street
off Wirat Hongyok Road.

THE third and final installment of
the Western Pacific Naval
Symposium’s (WPNS) Humanitar-
ian Aid and Disaster Relief work-
shop drew to a close last Friday.

The event was attended by
major humanitarian aid agencies
and 16 navies, covering half of the
globe.

The focus last Friday was na-
val involvement in providing relief
to disaster-stricken areas, includ-
ing nuclear accident sites.

The workshop, themed
“Seapower – A Unifying Force for
Good”, aimed to improve partici-
pating nations’ understanding of
what was required in providing di-
saster relief and to better coordinate
delivery of relief to disaster areas.

“We’re now looking at how to
better disseminate the information
required to alleviate the grave con-
cerns and questions coming up so
there is a better understanding of
how to deal with those types of
disasters,” said William J Wesley,
WPNS Executive Director for
Plans and Policy.

The inaugural Miss Euro Asia 2011
beauty contest will be held in
Phuket in October.

Kritphanat Patwarasit, Manag-
ing Director of ND Productions,
floated the idea to Phuket Gover-
nor Tri Augkaradacha last week.

The governor gave his vote of
approval.

“It will attract people to visit
Phuket during the low season and
help keep Phuket ‘alive’ all year,”
he said.

“There are two major beauty
contests held annually in Thailand,
but none are for half-Thais only,”
Mr Kritphanat said.

The pageant in Phuket will be
open only to half-Thai women 18
to 25 years old.

“With the mix of nationalities
living here, Phuket is well-quali-
fied to host such an event,” Mr
Kritphanat said.

A confirmed date for the event
had yet to be set, he added.

The winner will represent Thai-
land in two international beauty
pageants: Miss Italia nel Mondo, to
be held in Italy; and the Miss Inter-
national beauty contest in the USA.

Executive Director for Plans and
Policy William J Wesley

“I grabbed a wooden stick and
started looking for the rat, but I
couldn’t find it.

“Then the tiles on the floor
started cracking and popping up
from the floor. This went on for
about 20 minutes.

“I called for everyone – there
were six people in my house – to

leave the house immediately,” he
said.

Other residents left their homes
to join his family on street. One
household did so after a family
member started to panic.

Worried about whether his
house might collapse, another
man called the Ruamjai Rescue
Foundation.

Rescue workers arrived and
after inspecting the home said the
damage was likely from poor
construction.

“After all the disaster movies
I’ve seen, I thought something
was going happen suddenly.

“It was better for us to be pre-
pared, even though it turned out
to be nothing,” he said.

Asked for his name, the man
declined, saying that people might
“tease” him for being overly wor-
ried by the event.

– Atchaa Khamlo

Phuket to host
‘half-Thai’
beauty contest

Rescue workers inspect the
damage at the home.

Phuket girl Maria Consentino
represented Thailand in the Miss
Italia nel Mondo in 2009.
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Report slams Govt, reds

NEW York-based Human Rights
Watch (HRW) has released a
damning report on human rights
abuses committed during last
year’s anti-government red shirt
protests, noting that no govern-
ment officials have faced charges
over the violence.

The 139-page report, based on
94 interviews with victims, wit-
nesses, protesters, academics,
journalists and others, also detailed
abuses by so-called “black shirts”,
armed elements associated with
the protesters who “staged deadly
attacks on police officers and sol-
diers”.

“In plain view government
forces shot protesters and armed
militants shot soldiers, but no one
has been held responsible,” said
Brad Adams, HRW Asia director.

“Those who were killed and
wounded deserve better than this.
The government should ensure

that all those who committed vio-
lence and abuses, on both sides,
are investigated and prosecuted.”

The United Front for Democ-
racy Against Dictatorship (UDD),
better known as the “red shirts”,
staged weeks of protests in April
and May last year.

Tens of thousands of protest-

ers barricaded themselves into
Bangkok’s central shopping dis-
trict of Ratchaprasong, demanding
the government immediately dis-
solve parliament to stage elections.

The protests were dispersed
during an aggressive push by the
military on May 19. A total of 90
people were killed during the pro-

tests, with around 2,000 injured.
The high death toll and injuries

resulted in part from excessive and
unnecessary lethal force on the
part of security forces, HRW said.

To disperse the main protest at
Ratchaprasong, the army deployed
snipers to shoot those who
breached “no-go” zones between
the UDD protesters and army bar-
ricades or who threw rocks and
other objects toward soldiers. At
times, soldiers also shot into
crowds of protesters, said HRW.

“UDD leaders have been
charged with crimes, but despite
promises by the government to
also hold security forces account-
able, no one in the army or police
has been charged,” Adams said.
“This has fed the understandable
belief among many Thais that the
scales of justice are imbalanced.”

UDD leaders also contributed
to the violence with inflammatory
speeches to demonstrators, urg-
ing supporters to carry out riots,
arson attacks, and looting, the re-
port said.

For months, UDD leaders had
urged followers to turn Bangkok
into “a sea of fire” if the army tried
to disperse the protest camps.

HM KING Bhumibol Adulyadej is
recovering well from an operation
to remove cerebrospinal fluid from
his brain, the Royal Household
Bureau has said.

Excess fluid was preventing
the revered monarch from being
able to walk steadily. The condi-
tion is common in the elderly and
the operation is a standard treat-
ment, according to the bureau.

The 83-year-old – the world’s
longest-reigning monarch – was
admitted to Siriraj Hospital in
Bangkok in September 2009 with
fever, fatigue and lung inflammation.

HM The King has stayed in the
hospital ever since for physical
therapy and nourishment to regain
his strength, MCOT reported.

In an interview last month with
TV host Wuttitorn Milintachinda,
HRH Princess Chulabhorn Valaya-
laksana said her father still worked
every day from the hospital.

“His Majesty has never taken a
day off work,” she said.

The Stock Exchange of Thai-
land fell 2.12 per cent in a plunge
some analysts attributed to fears
over the procedure.

His Majesty
recovering
from surgery

FREE speech advocacy groups
have condemned the arrest last
week of a prominent red shirt sup-
porter and journalist on charges
of insulting the monarchy.

Somyot Pruksakasemsuk, edi-
tor of the Voice of Taksin and Red
Power magazines, was arrested by
the Department of Special Investi-
gation on April 30 while attempting
to cross the border into Cambo-
dia. A request for bail was rejected.

Mr Somyot said he was un-
aware he was wanted for Lese
Majeste, a charge punishable by
up to 15 years in jail, until Immi-
gration officials checked his
passport at Sa Kaew checkpoint.

Mr Somyot claimed he was
leading a group of 30 tourists on
a trip to Angkor Wat in Cambodia,
a sideline he ran in addition to his
political activities.

The arrest followed the release
of a press freedom report by US-
based Freedom House that ranked
Thailand 138th in the world for
press freedom. The rights body
downgraded its rating of the
country’s media environment

Rights groups speak
out on journo arrests

from “partly free” to “not free”.
“This arrest confirms that a

crackdown on the opposition me-
dia is under way,” a Reporters
Without Borders spokesperson said.

“Once again it is a Lese Majeste
charge that has been used to de-
tain an opposition journalist and
activist. This is not an isolated
case, but one that targets all me-
dia that are close to or support the
opposition. In less than a month,
about 20 opposition figures have
been accused of l�se-majest�.”

The Committee to Protect Jour-
nalists (CPJ) also condemned
Somyot’s detention.

“We call on the relevant authori-
ties to release Somyot
Prueksakasemsuk and to stop us-
ing anti-royal charges to stifle
partisan media,” said Shawn
Crispin, CPJ’s senior Southeast
Asia representative.

“Arresting and detaining parti-
san journalists is out of step with
the democratic reconciliation
Prime Minister Abhisit Vejjajiva
has proposed by holding early
polls,” he said.

Red shirt activists took part in a rally in March to mark the one-year
anniversary of the start of last year’s deadly protests. Photo: AFP
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ICEC plans face
waves of challenge

THE latest turn in the decades-old saga of Phuket’s
unrealized effort to build a world-class convention
and exhibition center is not one for the positive. It
recently came to the attention of the Department
of Public Works and Town and Country Planning
that the140 rai of coastal land slated for the project
lies in a “tsunami risk” zone, necessitating the need
for a major redesign. [See page 3].

For years it remained debatable whether Phuket
really needed such a facility at all. Most successful
convention centers are located in major metropoli-
tan areas, ensuring that tens of millions of potential
visitors are within easy driving distance.

However, the relentless growth of Phuket over
the past decade now makes the lack of such a fa-
cility a major drawback, especially as the Commerce
Ministry has begun touting Phuket as the future
“Tourism Hub of ASEAN” after measures of a re-
gional free-trade agreement go into effect in 2015.

That Phuket can attract large-scale international
gatherings is no longer a matter of dispute. The
island hopes to host the postponed ASEAN sum-
mit meetings as soon as next month, following on
the successful staging of the ASEAN Ministerial
Meeting in July, 2009. Meanwhile the Laguna
Phuket resort complex in Cherng Talay is already
grappling with the logistics of hosting the Amway
China incentives meet that will see some 8,000
sales reps from that company visit the island a year
from now.

AirAsia’s successful establishment of Phuket as

a regional air hub and reports that Australian car-
rier Strategic Air has similar plans, together with
a record number of tourist arrivals in 2010, fur-
ther highlight the island’s emergence as a major
international destination.

That the Abhisit government has approved 2.6
million baht in funding for the project under the
Thai Khem Khaeng (Strong Thailand) fiscal stimu-
lus package has brought the project as close to
reality as it has ever been, yet observers who have
tracked the heartbreaking history of the project
know all-too-well that economic and political fac-
tors can set it back to square one at any time.

It also comes as a sad irony indeed that the
latest design by project architects reached the
computer graphics stage, with a “Sino-Portu-
guese/sea turtle” theme, before obvious concerns
like tsunami preparedness ever entered the
equation.

Whether or not the current plans for the cen-
ter are ever realized will likely rest with the
fortunes of the Democrat Party in the next elec-
tions, scheduled to take place by July. If Mr Abhisit
cannot form a coalition after the poll, the future
of the convention center will face far more uncer-
tainty than anything the threat of another tsunami
might engender.

Beach bums or
beach beers?

Do I need a liquor license to sell
beer from a beer cart on beaches?

I ask because I am looking at
starting a franchise in Thailand that
may extend around the world.

Graham
Phuket

A metered approach
to tuk-tuk pricing

Re: Gazette online, Phuket offi-
cials tackle taxi, tuk-tuk block-
ades, April 20

I have a suggestion for the
officials in this dispute.

I have a lot more to say on
this but here is a shortened
version:

The problem as I see it is
determining what a fair price is
in taking a tuk-tuk from one
location to another.

There has been a lot of talk
about using meters.

So let’s conduct a simple trial
test with meters.

Take five tuk-tuks and put
meters on each one.

But what fare do you charge?
Start at 35 baht just like the

other metered taxis.
I think this should be lowered

for several reasons, but to start
use 35 baht.

Pick the most common
routes. Set start and stop
locations.

Tuk-tuk drivers: You
gotta love em’

I intend to start a business
extorting money from tourists
and want to know if anyone can
give me tips on blockading
techniques, as this form of
marketing seems to be a very
effective business tool with a
proven record of success in the
land of smiles.

Quite frankly, I don’t care
what affect this has on tourism,
as my short-term business plan
is standard for Phuket.

I want to get rich quick,
whatever the cost.

B Lockade
Port of Phuket

Start with the most common
routes. For example, you could
even take some from the Deep
Sea Port to Patong, Rawai,
Chalong Circle, hotels down-
town and so on – you get the
idea.

Make each run round trip
without passengers and each trip
must use the same exact route.
Run each trip 10 times.

Do it morning, noon and
afternoon. Time each run.

From the data collected you
will see a pattern evolve.

You’ll be able to determine a
fair price to charge even if you
don’t use a meter [in the future]
and at the same time you’ll
learn what a metered trip would
cost.

In learning what the final

metered rate is, consider that
some people want comfort and
air conditioning and they will use
a car or van charging a pre-
scribed rate rather than take a
tuk-tuk or open-air vehicle.

If they use an open-air
mode, they should get a
reduced fare.

So set the rates accordingly.
Maybe all taxis, vans and buses

Bang Tao dump an
offal site

I live in Moo 5, Bang Tao Beach
on Srisoonthorn Road in Cherng
Talay, adjacent to Tesco-Lotus.
There is a dump site nearby that
is large and very unsightly.

There are resorts nearby and
most days the smell from the dump
is unbearable and wind blows
some of the garbage to the en-
trance of our resort.

They burn the garbage daily and
we have had an increase in the
presence of rodents. Tourists of-
ten walk along this road to go to
Tesco.

I have complained to the man-
agement of our resort but am
told that they are powerless to
do anything.

We are ready to sell our prop-
erty and leave our beloved
“paradise”, which was to be our
retirement home. The street is also
littered and the local market is add-
ing to the refuse.

I hope something can be done
as I am embarrassed to say where

we live. Recently some guests
from my country visited and they
could not believe what they saw.

“And you said that Thailand was
so beautiful. This is awful.”

Not good for the tourism indus-
try, I’d say.

 Erna Pieterse
Cherng Talay

An officer at the Department
of Local Administration Office
in Phuket replies:

Please go to Cherng Talay
Tambon Administration Organiza-
tion (OrBorTor) and ask for the
public relations officer in the Pub-
lic Health and Environmental
section. Fill out a complaint form

and if you have any photos or
documents concerned with this
issue, please include them.

Please specify that it is a really
serious problem.

I understand that the smell and
the effect on the environment is
terrible and if you specify that this
is a serious problem, they will try
to address it on the day you fill
out the complaint form.

If, after filing the complaint,
you wait more than seven days and
no one solves this problem, please
go to the Thalang District Office.
The office is open from 8:30am
to 4:30pm, Monday to Friday ex-
cept public holidays.

Test their assets, not
their urine

Re: Gazette online, Phuket poll:
Is police drug testing effective?,
May 4

Many police forces around
the western world have random
breath tests and drug tests for
on duty police.

Some police forces also have
annual asset tests.

If you earn 200,000 baht a
year, how can it be that you
own four houses, four motor-
bikes, two cars, a karaoke bar, a
shop and one million baht cash
in the bank?

I don’t really care what their
urine tests positive for, I would
much rather they are asset tested.

The Accountant
Gazette forum

Leaving common
sense behind

Re: Gazette online, Phuket beach
thief behind bars, April 28

It is a fact that the more people
that leave things unattended leads
to more theft by more thieves.
Clothes and such could be locked
under a motorbike seat.

When I used to go [to the
beach] alone, I left my belong-
ings with the deck chair vendor.

I did not rent a deck chair,
just bought water from them. I
never had a problem.

Some people come on holiday
and leave their common sense at
home.

Phuket Kop
Gazette forum

should use a meter and create
uniformity among all sources of
transportation.

Jerry Hess
Bangkok/Rawai
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Youth games a
‘baht-less’ boon

Bin Laden: a
dirty mud flap?

BUMMER: According to regulations, selling alcoholic beverages on Phuket
beaches is not allowed.

Do you have an opinion to voice?
Email Editor@PhuketGazette.net

By Blair Christopher

NEXT March, Phuket will host the
28th National Youth Games. About
20,000 people – youth athletes,
families, spectators and media
from around the country – will
come to Phuket for the event.

I would like to ask everyone in
Phuket to co-operate and give a
warm welcome to these people.

We, Phuket residents, should
not set goals to benefit economi-
cally or boost tourism with this
event, but should aim to give back
to society instead.

Why do I say that? It’s because
the games will be held in March,
when Phuket is already crowded
with tourists.

The 20,000 people expected for
this event will have a minimal ef-
fect on the economy as most of
them will be young athletes who
don’t have much money to spend.

In March, Phuket is the perfect
place for tourists from around the
world to spend their vacations.

These young athletes are tal-
ented and have a great opportunity
to come to Phuket, since their
transport fees will paid for.

But, their daily allowance will
be the same as it would be when
the games are held in other prov-
inces that have lower costs of
living, about 200 baht a day.

That’s not enough to cover ex-
penses in Phuket, so I would like

Wiraphong Waithayawongsakun,
50, is the head of the Phuket
Provincial Public Relations Office.
Before his recent move to Phuket, he
served as the head of Radio Thailand
on Koh Samui from 2008 to 2010.
Here he shares his ideas and asks
for everyone to co-operate in
welcoming youth athletes and
supporters to Phuket for the National
Youth Games next year.

everyone to welcome these kids
with warmth and kindness – don’t
think of them as foreign tourists
with a lot of money to spend.
Make them feel at home.

This year’s National Youth
Games were held last month in
Uttaradit province.

It was the first big event orga-
nized there and the people were
very active.

They were united in offering
products and services at normal
prices – they didn’t make too
much profit from visitors.

We cannot ask the whole island
to do this, but in specific areas it
is possible.

We can set food courts and
souvenir shops near accommoda-
tion for athletes and sell items at
discount prices.

We can provide shuttle buses
from Phuket Town to different
beach areas such as Patong, Kata
or Karon free-of-charge.

Also, private businesses should
give special discounts to anyone
involved with the games who will
be easy to identify with their games
passes hanging around their necks.

By doing this, Phuket could
improve its reputation for civic
responsibility.

During this 11-day event, we
will have a good chance to give
back and help make some dreams
come true.

We have just one year left to
make this happen, so everyone
please pitch in with your ideas to
impress these visitors.

Phuket welcomes about 6 mil-
lion foreign tourists a year.

It’s not beyond our capacity to
greet 20,000 Thai youth athletes
and their supporters.

Please share any ideas you may
have by contacting me at the
Phuket Provincial Public Relations
Office at 076-240496 or on my
mobile phone at 081-8950493.

BIN LADEN SPOTTED: If you a see this truck, ask the driver if he knows
who is hitching a ride on his mud flap.

Tanongsak Booncleub, acting
chief of the Phuket Provincial
Excise Office, replies:

To sell beer or other alcoholic
beverages using a cart is consid-
ered hawking.

Under Thai law, we cannot is-
sue a license or allow anyone to
sell alcoholic beverages in this
manner [by hawking] since it is
unfair to other alcoholic beverage
vendors who have to pay extra ex-
penses, such as rent and setting
up their business.

Meena Panan, an officer at the
Public Health and Environment
Division of Patong Municipal-
ity, replies:

Anyone wanting to sell prod-
ucts or provide services in a
public area must first obtain a per-
mit from the local authority.

To apply for such a permit in
Patong, or for more information,
contact Patong Municipality’s Pub-
lic Health and Environment Division.

The products or services to be
provided must not conflict with
any laws. Under the Alcohol Bev-
erage Control Act B.E. 2551

(2008), the sale of alcoholic bev-
erages is prohibited in public areas.

We do not allow any beach ven-
dors to set up stalls selling
alcoholic beverages. We only al-
low them to provide beach beds,
umbrella services, and food and

drinks that are not alcoholic.
If you see anyone selling prod-

ucts or providing services in
public areas without permission
from the local authority, report it
to the Patong Municipal police at
076-340843.

OSAMA bin Laden was on the run
for 3,539 days, almost a decade
after 9/11, before being gunned
down by US special forces in
Pakistan last Sunday.

So it may come as a surprise
to Phuket readers to hear that bin
Laden was spotted right here in
Phuket the following morning,
hitching a ride on the back of
a cement truck bound for another
hard day’s labor at a local
construction site.

As you can see from the above
photograph, bin Laden seems to
have at least one fan on the island.

Maybe the driver of the truck
is a bin Laden fan or Al Qaeda
sympathizer, but we doubt it.

A more likely assumption is
that the driver simply thinks he
has the Phuket in-fashion Serpico
(Al Pacino) keeping the mud from
splattering all over the rump of
his truck.

But despite the driver’s inten-
tions, seeing bin Laden’s image on
this truck is a parody of how the
media is treating the “World’s
(formerly) Most Wanted Man”.

In the hours after US President
Barack Obama declared “justice
had been done”, the world’s
media went to town on the demise
of the Al Qaeda leader.

Newswires were firing on all
cylinders, FOXNews anchors were
practically dribbling while they
made a series of reporting blunders,
and George W was giddy as ever,
spouting how bin Laden’s death
was a momentous achievement
marking a victory for America.

Lurid scenes of jubilation from
outside the White House and at
Ground Zero in New York were
beamed around the world –
America had got their man.

A bevy of headlines, from “Bin
Bagged” in Britain’s The Sun, to
“Rot in Hell” from the New York
newspaper Daily News, to “Got

him! Vengeance at last! US nails
the bastard”, from the New York
Post. It’s kind of like the wicked
witch is dead and everyone gets
to hammer their own nail into the
coffin.

Defeating Al Qaeda has been
priority number one for US forces
in Afghanistan, but will the death
of bin Laden and subsequent
treatment in the world’s media put
them in greater danger?

Every action has a reaction, and
we can only hope that Al Qaeda
lose strength and desire from their
leader’s demise. Who knows, the
media will ponder this until the
cows come home anyway.

Nevertheless, bin Laden has
been spotted in Phuket and by the
look of things, he ain’t tearing
himself away from his mud flap,
however dirty he gets.

Despite being a seemingly in-
nocent mistake from this writer’s
perspective, it would behove the
truck driver ferrying bin Laden
around willy-nilly to think about
other road users.

Each to their own as they say, but
unless this truck driver wants the
wrath of a group of American tour-
ists unleashed upon him, he should
remove his mud flap post haste.

And while we’re on the subject,
to the idiot who was spotted wear-
ing a bin Laden mask along Soi
Bangla earlier this week: You are an
idiot. The world does not need an-
other buffoon willing to prance
around mocking the absurdity of bin
Laden, that’s why we have media.

Don’t forget to avoid the TV
this week if you are fed up with
bin Laden-mania.
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benefit most from 3G mobile
technology. In this sense, Phuket
will be at the forefront because
there is a lot of user demand here,
especially for temporary mobile
services.

“A lot of telecom users in Phuket
are tourists who demand tempo-
rarily mobile services from local
mobile providers.

In Phuket, there are a lot of us-
ers that make up this group, making
it a very lucrative market for mo-
bile network operators,” he added.

The commissioner openly criti-
cized centralization of IT services,
and their concentration in Bangkok,
and urged local businesses to step
up in regional markets.

“If the telecom industry is to
advance to a more competitive

Razor clam
trade rising

CUTTING EDGE: A rising population of razor clams is helping some fishermen make a tidy profit. The
boom in the bizarre looking shellfish is accredited to the 2004 tsunami. Photo: Fotoos Van Robin

NTC say 3G could take two more years

EVER since the devastating tsunami that
hit Phuket on December 26, 2004, the
residents of Saen Suk Beach have reaped
an unexpected boon from their natural
environment: razor clams.

Before the disaster, nobody had ever
found this long, thin species of shellfish in
the sands of Saen Suk, located on the
island’s east coast in Rassada sub-district.

But since then, their numbers have grown
so quickly that some villagers are now mak-
ing a living by digging the clams out of the
sand and selling them to restaurants.

Now, the residents want to use their
razor clam industry to promote their com-
munity as a tourist attraction showing
how people can make money while living
in harmony with nature.

Somsak Phakdiwanit, chairman of Saen
Suk Beach Community, said the economy
of the community had always revolved
around fishing, but razor clams had never
been a part of it.

But after the tsunami, villagers, who mostly
live in houses just off the beach, started to
find the shellfish in small numbers in the sand.

Initially, they ate them themselves, but
about two years ago some villagers started
to sell the clams.

Rather than pouring lime onto the sand,
a method of catching the shellfish that kills
the razor clams and other sea creatures  the
villagers wait until low tide and dig them
out of the wet sand. It’s a more environ-
mentally friendly way of doing things.

In fact, the villagers have issued a regu-
lation forbidding the use of lime to catch
shellfish, which villagers fear could lead
to the depletion of stocks of the precious
shellfish.

As a result of the villagers’ cautious ap-
proach, there are more and more razor
clams on Saen Suk Beach, bringing more
and more income into the community.

Today, residents are gathering 40-60 ki-
lograms of the shellfish from the beach
every day, selling them to Phuket’s restau-
rants for 100 baht per kilo. In fact, demand
from the island’s eateries is now so strong
that villagers can’t meet the demand.

The community is proud it has
been able to cultivate the trade without

driving the razor clams to extinction.
They consider the razor clam to be not

just part of the economy, but a symbol of
how communities can work together and
look after the environment an example to
other communities in Thailand.

Mr Somsak said the community wanted
the authorities to designate and promote
Saen Suk Beach and its razor clam trade as
a tourism attraction for Phuket.

As a result, the community will hold its
first ever razor clam digging competition in
the near future. Mr Somsak said there had
already been a lot of interest in the event.

He said the villagers were confident that
with the right know-how, they can make
Saen Suk Beach thrive through fishing, tour-
ism, and the careful management of the
burgeoning trade in razor clams.

– Phuket Gazette

THE long-awaited 3G rollout is
likely to be delayed by two years,
a member of the National Tele-
communications Commission
(NTC) has admitted.

A panel from the NTC was in
Phuket expressly to answer ques-
tions from the press at a
conference at the Centara Grand
Resort in Karon on April 27.

“3G technology is already
available in Thailand. The only
problem is that the Thai court has
currently disallowed private
companies from providing the
services,”explained Assoc Prof
Sudharma Yoonaidharma, one of
the NTC’s six commissioners.

“However, when the legal issues
are resolved, large and densely
populated cities in Thailand will

state, there needs to be more lo-
cal participation. In the past, the
industry has been too central-
ized and large firms were finding
it difficult to provide custom
services to meet the specific

needs of this region,” he said.
Laws affecting this aspect of the

industry will be changed to accom-
modate more foreign investment
and allow smaller, localized firms to
thrive, added the commissioner.

“Phuket has the potential to
become a regional telecommuni-
cations hub, provided there is
adequate investment in tech-
nology and infrastructure,” Prof
Sudharma said.

He pointed out that Phuket’s lo-
cal telecom businesses, located
close to more developed regional
hubs like Singapore and Malaysia,
will need to prepare for tough
competition when Thailand finally
joins the ASEAN Economic
Community in 2015.

“Phuket’s potentials arise from
the fact that it is a self sustained
economy, with a good telecom-
munications infrastructure
already in place and a large group
of international users who de-
mand next-generation telecom

services,” Prof Sudharma said.
Advanced networking and

telecom services can reduce opera-
tion costs for businesses, and the
availability of next generation
telecom services increases the value
added to real estate products,
further benefiting the real estate
industry in Phuket, he said.

Prof Sudharma explained that
certain changes to Thai laws had
already revolutionized the Thai
telecom and media industries.

“In future, the law will only
allow the government to own a
few television and radio channels
in the country. The rest will have
to be auctioned off and privatized.

“Following such liberalization in
television and media, Phuket will
become a very lucrative market
where there will be extensive de-
mand for quality international
programming because of its large
international audience,” Prof
Sudharma said.

– Anand Singh

Sudharma Yoonaidharma
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ASEAN BOUND: Thailand joining the Association of South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN) Economic Community in
2015 is set to open a number of economic doors for this country. Photo: Gazette file

By Steven Layne

THAILAND joining the Associa-
tion of South-East Asian Nations
(ASEAN) Economic Community
in 2015 will open a window of
opportunity for Phuket to become
a key tourism hub for Southeast
Asia, Deputy Commerce Minister
Alongkorn Ponlaboot in Phuket
announced last week.

Presiding over a seminar titled
“How Phuketians will prepare [for]
Asean Free Trade Area (AFTA) and
[joining the] Asean Economic Com-
munity (AEC)” at The Metropole
hotel in Phuket Town on April 28,
Mr Alongkorn told Phuket to pre-
pare to reap the economic benefits
of AFTA, to come into effect in less
than four years.

Thailand has much to benefit
from its ASEAN partners, he said.

Trade among the ASEAN na-
tions is projected to reach US$1.7
trillion, with Thailand’s estimated
trade with the bloc valued at
US$200 billion. With such projec-
tions putting Thailand at the top of
ASEAN’s list, the government has
made promoting trade among its
ASEAN partners a priority, he said.

In light of this, Phuket should
become the “Tourism Capital of
ASEAN” by continuing to expand
its tourism base and increase invest-
ments towards ASEAN tourism as
a whole, Mr Alongkorn said.

However, the Commerce
Deputy Minister said that Phuket
must first develop a comprehen-
sive, provincial level business
development plan which clearly
designates roles and time-lines.

The Deputy Minister explained
that the ultimate aim should be to

connect Phuket markets with those
of the rest of the world via AEC.

By implementing more intensive
marketing campaigns targeting
neighboring Bay of Bengal nations
– home to a quarter of the world’s
population – Phuket can become
a gateway for ASEAN tourism, he
explained.

With a current combined popu-
lation of more than 600 million
among 10 member states, Alongkorn
emphasized the importance of local
marketing campaigns to realize the
significance of ASEAN trade and
economy as a whole, and not just

focus on Phuket and Thailand as
independent entities.

In accordance with the AEC
blueprint, the Deputy Minister de-
clared that by 2015 “Asean will
be a unified body of nations—
whether speaking of its markets,
base for production of goods and
services, investing, and many
other aspects.”

Commenting on recent border
clashes between Thai and Cam-
bodian troops, the Deputy Minister
assured everyone that the conflict
would likely not have a negative
impact on other important trade

areas, citing that trade in the con-
flict zone amounted to about 5 per
cent of all trade between the two
countries.

The seminar, organized in con-
junction with Phuket Rajabhat
Institute, Department of Trade
Negotiations, Ministry of Com-
merce and Phuket Provincial
Commercial Office, attracted
about 300 attendees.

The aim of the event was to
establish a base of knowledge and
readiness among the public, civil
servants and public and private
organizations.

Wealthy Arab
tourists high on
Phuket’s agenda
THE Phuket governor is confident
inbound tourism from the Middle
Eastern market will continue to
perform well after attending a
tourism trade show there earlier
this month.

Phuket Governor Tri Aug-
karadacha was part of the
delegation representing Phuket at
the 2011 Arabian Travel Market
(ATM 2011) exhibition, held in
Dubai from May 1 through 6.

Arrivals to Phuket from the
Middle East reached 400,000 last
year, about 20 per cent of the
number of arrivals from Europe.

Increased tourist numbers
reflect confidence in Phuket as a
destination, he added.

Middle Easterners on holiday
in Phuket have a relatively ex-
penditures per capita, with many
taking advantage of medical tour-
ism services such as check-
ups, surgery, post-surgical rest
and recovery as well as spa
treatments.

They are also interested in
Phuket’s unique history and local
culture, he said.

Among the many resorts and
attractions represented at ATM
2011 were Dusit Thani Laguna,
Phuket FantaSea, Andara Resorts
and Villas, Avista Phuket Resort &
Spa, M�evenpick Resort & Spa
Karon, Impiana Hotels and La
Flora Resort Patong.

Speaking of recent civil-unrest
in the country, the Governor reit-
erated that there has been no
negative affects carried over to the
Phuket tourism industry.

– Steven Layne

UTCC raises its
growth forecast
to 4.4 per cent

THE University of the Thai Cham-
ber of Commerce (UTCC) has
revised its forecast for Thailand’s
economic growth for the better
this year, thanks mainly to the ex-
tra spending during the general
election.

Thailand’s economic growth
could reach 4.4 per cent this year,
up from the previous projection of
4.2 per cent.

The growth will likely be sup-
ported by the more stable political
situation, upcoming general elec-
tion, global economic recovery
and lessened impact from the
Japan disaster.

Thanavath Phonvichai, director
at the UTCC’s Economic and
Business Forecasting Centre, said
that the national election would be
a major factor to drive the Thai
economic growth.

The center estimated that extra
spending during the period would
be about 40-50 billion baht this
time.

– The Nation

Phuket touted as ASEAN
tourism capital by 2015
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The right timeframe of investments

The tech world is changing fast and so is the face
of news, with much of it breaking on Twitter

Twitter followers knew about the Bin Laden story an hour before the rest of the world.

ONE of the biggest mistakes
people often make in their
finances is mismatching their
investment horizons with the
timeframe within which they will
actually be using the money.

Many people presume that once
they have retired, their entire nest
egg should be treated equally.

The reality is that some of it will
be spent within the first five years,
some of it in five to 10 years, and
the rest of after 10 years or more.

The first step is look at all the
expenses expected to occur within
the first five years of retirement,
such as travel, ordinary living ex-
penses, and any major purchases,
such as a new car.

To this, add in an “emergency
cushion”. Exactly how much this
should be is a matter of personal
opinion, but it is generally better
to err on the side of caution.

As five years is not long enough
for investments with even a small
amount of volatility to recover from
a “hit”, all of this reserve should
be kept as cash in a fixed deposit
at a bank, or an equivalent.

The main thing with this money
is liquidity and avoiding any nega-
tive return whatsoever.

Next, determine how much money
is needed during the five to 10-

year period, given the current level
of spending and any anticipated
purchases during the period.

Here, a little movement in the
wrong direction can be tolerated,
but obviously nothing like a direct
stock market investment, which
may drop 50 per cent in one year
and take a decade to recover.

This period is a bit short to con-
sider real estate, although real estate
can often be sold at a pretty gain
within only a few years. The worst
case scenario must be considered

when planning, and so I place real
estate into a 10-year time frame just
to be on the safe side.

The rest of the nest egg can be
placed into just about anything that
fits one’s risk profile, as a decade
or more is usually long enough for
most asset classes to recover from
any significant losses.

How much is reserved for this
period is largely affected by how
much of one’s “liquid net worth”
is eaten up by annual living
expenses.

Liquid net worth basically
means cash or investments that
can be very quickly converted into
cash. For most people liquid net
worth is their total worth minus
their real estate holdings.

If savings are very large in re-
lation to living expenses, then
people can obviously afford to
take on much more risk, as poor
investment performance will likely
reduce only the amount left be-
hind to loved ones.

If annual living expenses are
large relative to savings, be very

careful to not lose any savings, as
this will literally take food out of
your mouth and cramp your
lifestyle in your final years.

Since investments with a longer
time horizon usually end up yield-
ing larger returns, properly
matching your actual needs should
allow the highest overall return on
your money without getting you
into a pinch where you have to
sell investments at a bad time to
put food on the table.

Overall, it is better to have more
money in the bank than less, since
life tends to find an endless num-
ber of ways to force unforeseen
expenses on us.

But keeping too much money
in the bank can mean not gaining
returns that could provide an ex-
tra holiday, a nicer car, a bigger
inheritance for your loved ones,
or whatever else it is that you
could do with the extra cash.

David Mayes MBA lives in Phuket and
provides wealth management
services to expatriates throughout
South East Asia, specializing in UK
pension transfers. He can be
reached at david.m@faramond.com

Those in the
know ‘tweet’
breaking news
NEWS of Osama bin Laden’s death came
to international attention when, around
11:40pm Washington time on Sunday night,
US President Barack Obama announced
that American forces had entered bin
Laden’s compound and killed him.

But if you’d been following Twitter start-
ing more than two hours earlier – from about
10:30am in Phuket – you would’ve already
known the whole story.

Obama verified the
news story at 11:35pm,
but Keith Urbahn – the
chief of staff for
Donald Rumsfeld, who was Defense Sec-
retary under Bush – broke the news at
10:25pm. His message: “So I’m told by a
reputable person they have killed Osama Bin
Laden. Hot damn.”

While speculation was rife with all of the
major news agencies that Obama would
announce something much bigger than an-
other shootout in Libya, and rumors were
flying among reporters and writers and pro-
ducers – aided and abetted by leaks from
inside the White House itself – nobody in
the major networks would get on the air
and report a story that was about to unfold
with the President at the center.

TWEETMANIA: Twitter hit its heavy use ever in the build-up to President Obama’s speech –
more than 5,000 messages per second. Typical volume is about 600 messages per second.

Instead, the Twitter universe lit up with
the story, and had it nailed before the Presi-
dent stepped up to the microphone.

Don’t get me wrong, 98 per cent of the
stuff on Twitter is pure junk: teenage angst,
rants and raves, useless garbage. But that
other 2 per cent can be pure gold. And it’s
easier than you think to separate the wheat
from the chaff.

The idea behind Twitter
is pretty simple. You “fol-
low” other people. Other
people can “follow” you.
Anybody can post a short

message, up to 140 characters, on Twitter.
If you “follow” someone who posts a mes-
sage, you’ll see it when you log on to
Twitter. (If you keep Twitter running on
your PC, or on your phone, as I do, the
message appears in your Twitter window.)
If you post a message, the people who
“follow” you can see it.

That’s all there is to it. Twitter is a very
simple one-to-many form of communica-
tion, kind of like SMSing all of the people
who have agreed, in advance, that they want
to receive your SMSs.

If you “follow” someone and you get
tired of what they’re “tweeting”, you can

“unfollow” them, no sweat, and you’ll never
see their tweets again. You’re never forced
to follow anybody. You can follow and
unfollow at will.

I follow several news sources and a
bunch of people in the computer industry.
Twitter’s turned into my major source of
breaking news, in Thailand, in the computer
industry, and in the world.

There’s no magical tracking mechanism,
no Big Tweet Phu Yai Baan in the Sky who
keeps track of you – nothing like the iPhone
tracking stuff. It’s all anonymous, and very
easy. Many people use Twitter on their
phones, but you can also use it with a web
browser, or on an iPad or Android tablet.

If you’ve never used Twitter, head
over to www.twitter.com and sign up.
You’ll be overwhelmed at first; don’t
worry, everybody is. The trick lies in

finding the right people to follow.
If you want to follow me, click in the

appropriate box and sign up to follow
@PhuketPC. Leons Kovisars also tweets
computer topics with a local slant@leonsk9.

The best source of Thailand-wide news
that I’ve found is @georgebkk, the
ThaiVisa.com guru. You’ll be following
people in no time.

I’ve been considering organizing a Twit-
ter seminar. I’d particularly like to talk about
my favorite Twitter appliance, Tweetdeck
(www.tweetdeck.com). Let me know if
you’d be interested in attending –
Woody@KhunWoody.com.

To see what Woody’s up to in the international
press, and to keep on top of the latest patches
and problems with Windows and Office, drop
by AskWoody.com.

DOING FIVE TO TENDOING FIVE TO TENDOING FIVE TO TENDOING FIVE TO TENDOING FIVE TO TEN

THE LONG HAULTHE LONG HAULTHE LONG HAULTHE LONG HAULTHE LONG HAUL
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Diabetes forum
unites sufferers
By Neil Quail

DIABETICS and those living with
diabetes on Phuket now have a
support forum to help with all
aspects of managing this chronic
metabolic disease.

Fiona Smith is a Type 1 diabetic
and established the group some
time ago, but expansion only oc-
curred  after a meeting with Woody
Leonhard, a Phuket Gazette con-
tributor and Type 2 diabetic
himself. Once the diabetes connec-
tion had been made, particular
beneficial knowledge came to light.

“I’d been informed by my lo-
cal pharmacist that I couldn’t get
my insulin here in Phuket, but

BRAVE: Living With Diabetes group co-founder Fiona Smith with her son.

within five minutes of meeting
Woody, I discovered that all I
needed to do was go to Super
Cheap,” Fiona recalls.

Up to this point, the group had
focused solely on those with Type
1 diabetes, but Fiona then broad-
ened the group’s scope to include
not only people who had been di-
agnosed with the disease, but also
those whose lives are directly af-
fected, such as family members,
friends and health professionals.

Rationale for the forum is sim-
ply to share information and offer
support among its members for
all aspects relating to living with
diabetes on Phuket.

“Our members can tell each

other who to contact for certain
things, where to get specific sup-
plies and how to cope with
different situations,” Fiona said.

Currently the forum deals with
expat experiences, but Fiona hopes
that they will eventually attract
Thai members, or that they might
be inspired to set up their own
Thai language group.

“To the best of my knowledge,
Type 2 diabetes is a huge issue in
Thailand. I would imagine that
there is a real need for some sup-
port out there,” Fiona suggests.

She’s right. Diabetes is Thai-
land’s fastest growing disease.
According to Thailand’s Ministry
of Public Health, more than three

million people in Thailand are diag-
nosed with diabetes. In 1995, global
figures indicated 135 million had
diabetes with a projected rise to 300
million by 2025, and economically
developing countries such as Thai-
land will account for two thirds of
this estimated number.

“Knowing where to get your
medication and other parapherna-
lia is an issue here and they can
be quite expensive. Back in our
home countries, as it’s a chronic
disease, the government subsidizes
everything you require in recog-
nition of the fact that if you don’t
get it, you die, simple as that,”
Fiona said.

With these figures and facts in
mind, it would seem the diabetes
forum will be a necessary support
network for many on Phuket.

Understanding the difference be-
tween Type 1 and 2 is an important
aspect of living with the disease.

In simple terms, insulin is a
hormone, or
messenger be-
tween cells in the
body, produced
by the pancreas.

This hor-
mone is vital to
the process of
removing ex-
cess glucose, a
simple sugar,
from our blood
which if allowed
to build up, be-
comes toxic and
potentially fatal.
Build up of glucose is more com-
monly known as a high blood
sugar level (HBSL).

Diabetes is the name given to
the condition whereby the body
loses the ability to produce insulin
(Type 1) or becomes resistant to
its own hormone (Type 2).

The cause of Type 1 is still un-
known, but is believed to be a
genetic immune system malfunc-
tion, while Type 2 is believed to
be caused primarily by lifestyle.

“HBSLs increase the develop-
ment of long-term complications,
but you can bring down your
HBSL with good lifestyle manage-
ment. Low blood sugar levels
however, can be very dangerous
and lead to comas and even death.
This has been my experience. I
can only assume that the medical
community don’t like to over-
whelm you when you are first
diagnosed. I had no idea about sei-
zures and didn’t find out until I
woke up with the paramedics be-
side me and surrounded by my
family one Christmas morning,”
Fiona remembers.

Woody Leonhard recounts his
own painful experience when he
understood his daily life would
change.

“I slipped on ice and broke my
leg. It was a compound fracture and
the bone became infected. Bone in-
fections can be dangerous and
persistent. Mine was both. The doc-

tors watched
my blood sugar,
and it peaked
just before I
started show-
ing signs of
infection. The
only solution
was to bring
down the sugar
levels with insu-
lin. I’ve been
taking insulin
daily ever
since,” he said.

Fiona and
Woody are working hard to de-
velop their online self-help group
on Facebook.

They hope to increase aware-
ness of diabetes and open lines of
communication for all those liv-
ing with the condition. Who
knows, with your help, maybe so-
lutions can be found.

For more information visit Phuket
Diabetes Forum on Facebook or
contact Fiona Smith T: 0862727480

Living with diabetes abroad can be challenging at
times, but now one woman has made it easier for
diabetics in Phuket to share information and support

The Facebook group logo
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By Nicholas Altstadt

THE moment a massive earthquake
and tsunami struck Japan on March
11, a nuclear-powered floating city
was en route to Pusan, Korea on a
“routine western Pacific deploy-
ment” with more than 4,500 men
and women on board.

On March 12, the floating city
– the USS Ronald Reagan aircraft
carrier – and its strike group made
up of the USS Chancellorsville and
USS Preble were re-directed to the
eastern coast of Japan near
Sendai, one of the areas hardest
hit by the tsunami.

The “Reagan” was the first
United States military craft on-sta-
tion in what was named Operation
Tomodachi (friend in Japanese),
a US$80 million US Armed Forces
disaster relief effort for Japan, the
ship’s commanding officer Cap-
tain Thom Burke said after arriving
in Ao Makham on Sunday.

The 1,092 foot-long super-car-
rier and accompanying vessels –
carrying about 7,000 men and
women –  arrived in Phuket on
Sunday morning for R&R and lo-
cal community service after
finishing the humanitarian
mission in Japan.

“It was heartbreaking,” Capt
Burke told the Gazette of his ex-
perience in Japan.

“It was absolutely devastating.
I mean, one picture does not do it
– you had to see the whole pan-
orama of destruction. It was just
tragic, absolutely tragic. But the
Japanese people were very stoic
and very brave in dealing with this
serious tragedy,” he said.

“Our job was to give immedi-
ate assistance, to go find people
who were stranded,” he said.

Chief Petty Officer (CPO)
Steven Harbour of the ship’s Pub-
lic Affairs Office told the Gazette,
“The helicopters were dropping
thousands of pounds a day of
medical supplies, food, water and

even pet food – there were a lot
of stray pets,” he said.

“It was a full-scale operation that
took all 4,500 sailors on board to
come together, and we came to-
gether as one big team. We really
made a difference and it’s some-
thing we’re all proud of,” he said.

According to the US Navy, the
Reagan cost US$4.5bn to build and
US$1mn “daily to fully operate”.

Regarding the ship’s involve-
ment in Operation Tomodachi,
CPO Harbour said, “When deal-
ing with human life, I don’t
like putting a price tag on it –
I mean there’s no price tag on a
human life.”

The supercarrier’s deployment
in Japan was not without incident.

“During Operation Tomodachi,
we did get within about 100 miles
from the reactor plant that was
having all those problems [Fuk-
ushima Dai-ichi] and one day got
a little bit of what I call a ‘dust-
ing’ of activity from that plant,”
Captain Burke said.

“We spent the next three weeks
washing and cleaning, scrubbing
the entire flight deck, the entire
outside of the ship and cleaning
the aircraft to get rid of it all.

“The dusting we got was very,
very small and not a concern for
the health of the crew, but some-

thing we needed to clean off and
get rid of, which we have done,”
he said.

The Carrier Strike Group Seven
left the area on April 5 and after a
brief stopover in Sasebo Japan, set
sail for Phuket.

“It’s a great pleasure to be here
in Thailand,” Capt Burke said.

“My crew is very excited to be
here. They’ve been working very
hard and this is a chance for them
to relax and see the tremendous
culture here in Thailand.

“There are many tours planned,
many events planned and we just
can’t wait to get off the ship and
see this great country,” he said
aboard the Reagan on Sunday as
hundreds of men and women
queued to board ferries to Phuket’s
Deep Sea Port.

“I would really like to play golf

tomorrow in your wonderful
country,” Capt Burke added.

Most of the men and women
aboard the Reagan told the
Gazette that they simply wanted
to check in to their hotels and
relax.

“The first thing I’m going to
do is go to a hotel and take a
shower without wearing flip-
flops. I’m going to get in the pool
and just relax,” CPO Harbour said.

Another option for the men and
women in the Striker Group was to
take part in Comserv (community

service) activities while in Phuket.
The Patong Rotary Club orga-

nized Comserv opportunities in
several Phuket and Phan Nga
schools, mosques and community
service centers during their stay.

At the time of writing, the USS
Ronald Reagan Strike Force Seven
was scheduled to leave Phuket
on May 5.

“This is our first really good
break in this deployment and I don’t
know when our next stop will be.
We never know, so we take what
we’ve got,” Capt Burke said.

Japan to Phuket,
disaster to detox

BURKE’S BREAK: Captain Thom Burke, commanding officer of the USS Ronald
Reagan, said his crew was looking forward to ‘a few days of real break’.

PHUKET AHOY: About 7,000 US sailors came on shore in Phuket this week.
Photos: Christian Mouchet

 USS Ronald Reagan arrives in Phuket
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“The Sixth Phuket” is the first 
lifestyle shophouse in Patong, 
the most vibrant retail location in 
Phuket. It is designed in a Chino-
Portuguese style which is part 
of Phuket’s unique architectural 
heritage.
 
It is located on the best corner of 
Bangla Road, Patong, in a 3-storey 
of L-shaped building with 42 units 
rental space and 90 car parking 
lots. The Sixth Phuket is a highly 
promising commercial property 
ideal for café, restaurant, spa, salon, 
service office, bank and etc.

Andaman Sea

Patong Beach

Junceylon
Phuket

Bang La Rd.

Sawatdirak Rd.

in a in
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By Alexandra Andersson

THE Soi Dog Foundation’s future
(SDF) on Phuket is uncertain.

Currently situated on 11.5 rai in
Mai Khao, the foundation, which
has been tackling Phuket’s severe
stray dog problem since 2003,
purchased half of the site in 2009.

They are now facing pressure
from the landowner to buy the
other half, which SDF currently
utilizes, by October for 10 million
baht – something they simply do
not have the funds to do.

“Many crucial facilities are on
the unpurchased
land. The land SDF
owns outright is not
big enough to
accommodate all
our facilities,”
SDF Director John
Dalley explains.

SDF houses
some 250 dogs at
any given time, in
shelters and dog
runs, and there is
also a hospital and
staff accommodation on-site.

All this demands plenty of
space. SDF has managed to raise
5mn baht worth of funds for the
land, and needs to raise the rest in
six months, or the land will be
bought by one of two commer-
cial organizations that have
expressed interest in it.

The recent outbreak of canine
distemper among Phuket’s stray
dogs increased SDF’s operating
costs enormously and unexpectedly.

The vaccination program has

cost them over a quarter of a mil-
lion baht on top of the 1mn baht
SDF routinely spend each month
sterilizing and treating stray dogs.

To help raise the additional 5mn
baht needed, a Sunday brunch
event is being planned at Evason
Phuket & Bon Island on May 22.

“If the money is not raised the
future of SDF [as an organization]
is not in danger, but its future on
Phuket is,” John says.

They may be forced to move to
cheaper land north of Phuket, in
Krabi or Khao Lak, he continues.

“We have been offered financial
assistance to move
there. Both local
government and
commercial busi-
nesses have seen
what has been
achieved on Phuket
and want us to do
the same there,”
he says.

But a Phuket
without SDF
would not be
a pretty one, as

Mr Dalley points out:
“Expect to see a huge popula-

tion explosion in stray dogs.
Particularly as the number of pup-
pies being brought onto the island
from puppy farms for sale at
weekend markets, for example, is
growing rapidly.

“This is not only adding to
population growth, but poses a se-
rious rabies risk as these puppies
are coming from areas where ra-
bies is not under control,” he
says.

Soi Dog Phuket
facing closure,
B5mn needed
After eight years of rescuing and treating stray dogs,
the Soi Dog foundation Phuket is under threat IN NEED: Stray dogs like these will be left to suffer on the streets without SDF.

“Local people and businesses
here fail to realize just what im-
pact sterilizing over 32,000
animals in the past seven years has
had, and what the situation would
be like now if this hadn’t
happened.

“The benefits to both tourism
and the local community have been
immense,” added John.

If able to remain, SDF would
not only continue saving count-
less animals from suffering, but

the situation on Phuket would see
a significant improvement.

“At present the population is
stable and with our planned ex-
pansion, Phuket would see
sterilizations increased to 10,000
animals per year, which would see
a further marked decrease in the
stray population over the next five
years,” he says.

The time is now for Phuket resi-
dents to show our appreciation and
raise the necessary funds for this

‘Many crucial
facilities are on

the unpurchased
land. The land
SDF owns out-
right is not big

enough to
accomodate all
our facilities.’

HOUND HERO: SDF director John Dalley at the Mai Khao site.

extraordinary and invaluable char-
ity that we have been lucky to host.

If you wish to donate please
contact John Dalley on T:087-
0508688 or E:john@soidog.org or
at W:soidog.org

For tickets to the SDF brunch
event, contact Cristy on T:084-
0544367 or E:cristy@soidog.org.
Tickets cost 2000 baht per per-
son and include a buffet, free flow
drinks and entertainment. There
will also be a raffle and auction.



18 P H U K E T  G A Z E T T E May 7 - 13, 2011

By  Alexandra Andersson

THE provocative and amusing work
of Dutch artist Iskander Walen is
everywhere, even on Phuket.

His art has been exhibited in
Paris and Singapore, featuring
regularly in Today newspaper,
FHM and I-S magazines to name
a few, as well as being published
in two best-selling books.

His popularity lies in the simplic-
ity of his art. Whether it’s a sculpture
of a bomb with a woman’s breast
protruding from it, or a cartoon
mocking society, Iskander’s work
appeals to the masses in its
universality and humor.

Last weekend two workshops
held at Phuket International Acad-
emy (PIA) gave 27 students, both

FUNNYMAN: Iskander with budding cartoonist Tera Young.PUNCHLINE: One of the cartoons drawn by a student at the first workshop.

adults and children, the chance to
tap into Iskander’s contagious
enthusiasm and passion for ex-
pression through illustration.

“Art should be for fun and en-
joyment, not suffering and deep
thinking. It has become a bit elit-
ist and pretentious. This is

“Cartooning helps them to
present and communicate these
ideas, which are key to human
development,” he says.

“My experience here [in Phuket]
has confirmed what I already know.
Cartoon drawing is not only for a
certain group of people. The
students here are all very qualified
and it is not over their heads at
all,” he says.

At the PIA cartoon workshops,
Iskander introduced his students
to a number of techniques: devel-
oping a character, how to draw
facial and bodily expressions, and
where to place a speech bubble.

But Iskander says being a good
cartoonist is not all about skill.

“The best car-
toons are not the
most beautifully
drawn, they are
the most inter-
esting. Charlie
Brown is really
just a variation
of a stick man,”
he says.

The work
produced during
the workshops
showcased the
students’ indi-
viduality, with
the cartoons expressing everything
from slap-stick humor to social
commentary.

“Cartooning is for everyone, it’s
less daunting than other art forms.
It’s second only to photography

nonsense,” Iskander explains.
For the past year Iskander has

been teaching cartoon workshops
around Asia in a bid to spread this
message.

“All people, no matter how in-
expressive, have world views and
imagination to some degree.

in terms of accessibility, but it is
cheaper. All you need is a pencil,”
he says.

There are also developmental
benefits to cartoon sketching, the

artist says.
“It is also

e d u c a t i o n a l
because it com-
bines things you
already know,
like biology and
physics, with
topical, new in-
formation,” he
adds.

So get those
pencils out and
start scribbling.

If you want
some inspiration
the final prod-

ucts from the workshops will be
on display in PIA’s front entrance
for two weeks.

Iskander’s work and tips can be found
at W:sgcartoons.com

‘All people, no
matter how

inexpressive,
have world views
and imagination
to some degree.

Cartooning helps
them present and

communicate
these ideas.’

Asisstant Luxsana ‘Nok’ Charernsri

Pencilling humor
into peoples lives
Dutch artist Iskander Walen visits Phuket on his
Asia tour promoting cartoons as a form of expression

THE TEAM: Iskander with students at his second workshop at PIAART FOR FUN: Student Tony Barrett
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Off the Wall

For unusual
French-Thai
fusion dishes
that are not
over-the-top

expensive in the
south of the
island try
The Wall.

THE first thing people of a
certain age will do who see the
sign “The Wall”, on the road
leading down to Nai Harn
Beach is sing “We don’t need no
eduuukashuunn”.

But this Wall hasn’t got anything
to do with the 1979 Pink Floyd
oeuvre.  The Wall (the restaurant,
of course) is run by Chef Akorn
from Roi-et whose reputation pre-
cedes him as being one of the
hardest-working guys in a profes-
sion that’s noted for its long hours
and drudgery. And it’s no wonder
that he’s appeared in the Dining
Out section of the
Phuket Gazette and
other publications as
frequently as other
high-level chefs on
the island. He has a
way with herbs and
spices that would
make a Parisian
parfumeur stamp his
feet in envy; if
you’re skeptical of
this accolade I’m
sure that many of
his regular clientele who keep him
busy most nights will support him.

Chef Akorn set up shop in Nai
Harn a few months ago, just in
time to catch the high season in
this end of the island and it’s been
something of an odyssey since he
moved away some 10 years ago,
with spells in Patong, Kamala and
Patong again, but he’s glad to be
back: And so are we, to see his
ultra-slim profile in The Wall’s
kitchen leaning over his meticu-
lously prepared dishes.

We kick off with a creamy
complimentary tomato soup ac-
companied by perfectly al dente
garlic bread and baguette slices
then launch into a tuna tartar (280
baht) accompanied by a robust
avocado salsa (290 baht) along
with pork spring rolls (220 baht).

It’s all so individually Wall-esque
that memories start flooding back
of the time when we first dined at
the original Wall down the road
some 10 years ago when Akorn’s
herb garden out back was the talk
of the (then) small village.

Yup, he hasn’t lost his chops
and it’s all deliciously individual.
I’m a sucker for avocado and the
light piquancy of his tuna tartar

also makes it a
r e c o m m e n d e d
dish. We could
have opted for a
bottle from the
wine list that
takes in 12 labels
from Chile to
South Africa, but
instead go for the
house wine, an
eminently decent
Italian red (150
baht a glass) that

more than does the business,
happy-juice wise.

Considering the fact that he’s
in the middle of preparing a feast
for a 12-member Swiss-German
dining contingent and still man-
ages to fit our table’s order (and
a couple of others) in, it’s a
small miracle that we’ve enjoyed
the evening so much.  Chef
Akorn comes out  and is
amazed, “Is that all you want?”
but it really is enough, consid-
ering his  r ich ‘f lavors’ .
(Followers of this celebrity
chef’s career will, no doubt, get
the wordplay).

The Wall: Soi Sai Yuan (Nai Harn)
next to M&M’s restaurant. Open every
day from 18:00. T: 087-2663220
M:084-5177799

Venture down to Nai Harn to meet Chef Akorn and
sample some of his simply sumptuous fare at The Wall

AT THE WALL: Diners enjoy good food, soft lighting and the pleasant atmosphere found at The Wall. HATS OFF TO HIM: Chef Akorn wearing his trademark hat. Photos: Jim Welch
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By Janpen Upatising

PHUKET Fun Fly, the paragliding
competition that captivated tourists and lo-
cal residents alike in May last year,
will return to the skies above Nai Harn Beach
and Phromthep Cape from June 23 to 26.

Among the activities, to be held from
8am to 6pm each day, will be spot landing
and fun fly competitions as well as activi-
ties on Nai Harn Beach.

The paragliding photo contest, which re-
sulted in some of the most stunning photos
of Phuket to date being published, will also
return, this year branded the Canon Photo
Contest 2011.

“The event is being held to promote
paragliding and as preparation for the Asian
Beach Games in November 2014, as
paragliding is one of the competitive sports

in those games,” said Narong Promjitta,
managing director of event organizer BMS.
Last year 52 paragliders took part in the
competition.

“Currently, 40 paragliders have con-
firmed they will take part this year. I
expect about 60 paragliders in total will
join the event in June,” said Dr Prasert
Theplaong, president of the Phuket
Paragliding Club.

Sky-high joyriders wanting to be taken
for a “tandem ride” can register at a booth
set up on Nai Harn Beach. The cost is
800 baht per flight.

The tandem rides take off near the wind
turbines on Khao Daeng, just north of
Phromthep Cape.

Each tandem flight will last five to 15
minutes and land on Nai Harn Beach, said
Dr Prasert.

Get ready for
take off, it’s
Fun Fly 2011

WHAT A SIGHT: A paraglider makes a spot landing as part of the Fun Fly festival last year,
while ‘no swimming’ signs warned off people entering the heavy surf. Photo: Gazette file

START: Gliders took off from Laem Promthep. FINISH: They then landed on Nai Harn Beach.SUPER DOC: Dr Prasert Theplaong (left), president of Phuket Paragliding Club last year.
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Michael Massey
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The individuals profiled in “Expat Gallery” are chosen on the basis
of their contributions to Phuket, and for having made those contri-
butions in successful partnerships with Thais. For many, the con-
tributions have entailed significant investment, often in the mid-80s
and 90s when the rules of business were, ahh, not always clear.
Some are not in business at all, but all have one thing in common: if
there were a Who’s Who in Phuket, they’d be in it.

About Expat Gallery

MICHAEL Massey is Director of the
Atmanjai Wellness Center at Friend-
ship Beach in Rawai. Atmanjai opened
three years ago and swiftly earned a
reputation as one of Thailand’s most
potent and effective centers for heal-
ing therapies, including detox and
transformational healing.

Michael moved to Phuket at the
end of 2003, ready for a change.

“Change has always stimulated
me and by 2003 I was ready to
make a shift in my life. I had visited
Phuket twice and saw then, as now,
that there was a lot of potential on
the island.”

After working on Phuket for a
year with Bartercard, which pro-
moted the exchange of services
without the use of money, he decided
to try a detox program at the Atsumi
Retreat Healing Center.

“I was very impressed that simple
processes over a seven day course
could generate such physical, mental
and emotional shifts. I decided to re-
search wellness therapies, became
involved in developing new programs
and business models for Atsumi, and
after completing that project was in-
vited by Starr Farish to establish
Atmanjai at Friendship Beach.”

Before arriving on Phuket,
Michael had an impressive history
working in executive coaching with
businesses needing assessment of
operational problems. His skills are
based on extensive training and

broad experience from working
around the world.

He was born in Auckland, New
Zealand and left school at an early
age to take an apprenticeship in the
printing industry.

“I knew immediately that I didn’t
want to become a printer, but I had
committed to a seven-year appren-
ticeship. By taking every possible
program and working lots of over-
time, I finished the seven year term
in three years. I then spent the next
seven years traveling and working
around the globe before settling in
the tropical paradise of Vanuatu.”

Michael worked in the service in-
dustry while living on the Pacific
island. With his wife, he bought 80
acres of beachfront land and spent
five years enjoying life on the tropical
beach while working as Food and
Beverage Director in a local casino,
and later as a hotel General Manager.

“By 1995, I was ready again for a
change and we moved to Australia
where I developed my consulting
business in organizational change. I
met with clients and helped them as-
sess their businesses. My goal was

always to make a business operate
more profitably, with greater ease,
and to ensure that it was more fun.”

Michael also spent much of his
time investigating therapies that allow
both people and businesses to pros-
per. He is certified in a broad range
of specialties, including neuro-linguis-
tic programming (NLP) and hypnosis.

“I spent most of the late 1990s
working in business and personal
development. We were living in
Queensland and when not away con-
sulting with clients, I had a great time
riding motorcycles in the bush, play-
ing at the beach and raising my kids.”

By 2003, it was time for another
shift. When Michael arrived for a
new life on Phuket, he immediately
became actively involved in the Ro-
tary Club of Patong Beach and the
International Business Association of
Phuket (IBAP).

“Both of these organizations pro-
vide an excellent path for a new
resident to get involved in Phuket’s
community life. I have been particu-
larly active with the Rotary as I joined
in the year of the tsunami, which kept
all of our members very busy. I was
fortunate to serve as President for
2008/9 and currently serve as Chair-
man of the Membership Committee.”

Michael’s work at Atmanjai con-
tinues to expand.

“It’s fulfilling to serve others. The
more we can offer to other people,
the more worthwhile our life can be.”
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Railroading Thailand
HM KING Rama V’s govern-
ment ushered in an era of
modernization that changed
Siam for the better. By the end
of his reign in the early 20th

century, Siam had a functioning
railway system that rev-
olutionized travel in a country
covered with thick tropical
forest. HM King Rama V was
also the first monarch to
extensively tour his own
kingdom, making him the first
Thai king to ever visit Phuket
Island.

By the end of  HM King
Rama V’s reign, railway tracks
had reached the south of the
kingdom. In 1929, two years
after he was crowned, HM King
Rama VII visited the south of
Thailand on a
royal tour of the
region. On that
occasion he
decided to visit
Phuket as well.

During that
period, Phuket
Town had
grown into an
important tra-
ding center in
the region. It
was also the
center of government for
Monthon Phuket, a large
administrative territory which
included the provinces of
Phuket, Ranong, Phang Nga,
Krabi and Satun.

HM The King left Bangkok
on January 24, 1929. The royal
visit was planned to coincide
with Chinese New Year, since
the south had a sizeable Thai-
Chinese population. According
to government records, the 12
carriage royal train left
Chitrladda Station in Bangkok
with HM The King and Queen,
and an entourage of 91
dignitaries and servants. The
train arrived in Patthalung the

following day. The royal entourage
stayed and toured the region for a
few days, visiting Trang, Ranong
and Phang Nga, before sailing to
Phuket aboard a royal steam ship,
the first Maha Chakri.

HM The King arrived in Phuket
on the morning of January 31.
The High Commissioner of
Monthon Phuket, HSH Prince
Sakdidet Chayakul, was on hand
to greet their majesties.

HM The King and Queen
Rampaipanne were later given a
night tour of Phuket Town from
their car. Their first night in Phuket

ended with a
local perfor-
mance that
was prepared
to welcome the
royal couple.

It comes as
no surprise
that HM The
King’s royal
tour of Thai-
land’s south
would include
a visit to

Phuket Town since it was an
important seat of government.
However in his address at
Phuket’s government hall, HM
The King told the audience why
he was eager to visit Phuket.

“I feel it is important for me to
personally see the geography of
the town and observe the activities
here first hand,” HM The King
said during his address.

“Secondly, it is important for
me to be personally acquainted
with the people of Monthon
Phuket, including government
officials, religious figures,
teachers, merchants and citizens.
From ancient times it has been
traditional for Siamese rulers and his

subjects to unite and work together
in good and bad times. Therefore,
if I can learn more from visiting
this area, it will help me to rule and
bring greater prosperity to my
citizens,” HM The King said on
February 1, 1929.

Later that day HM The King
and Queen visited Kosit Viharn
Temple and also took a trip to
Chalong Bay to observe an ore
dredging vessel at work.

The Phuket that HM The King
saw on his 1929 visit had changed
significantly since his father HM
King Rama V visited, decades
earlier. Phuket Town was one of
the most multicultural places in all
of Siam, with people from many
ethnic groups living and working
together. Modern machinery
had been imported and used
extensively in tin mining, which
meant that more tin was being
mined and more income generated
than ever before.

The Phuket City Hall, built in
1910 when Kor Sim Bee was
High Commissioner, was the first
building in Thailand to use

reinforced concrete. The island
also got its first electricity plant
during this period.

Due to flourishing international
trade on the island, Standard
Chartered, the first foreign bank
in Thailand, also opened a branch
in Phuket Town during this period,
upon Kor Sim Bee’s request. In
addition, the town was well
facilitated with parks, roads and
even tennis lawns for the rich and
upper class. It was a thriving and
prosperous town that was the
pride of southern Thailand.

On February 2, their majesties
visited some of the schools in
Phuket Town, including Songtek
School and Hua-Bhun School.
The Hua-Bhun School building that
their majesties visited in 1929 now
serves as the Phuket Thai-Hua
Museum. Later that day HM The
King also visited Vachira Hospital

and that evening, the royal couple
visited Chalong Temple before
returning to their royal pavilion in
Rawai to spend the night.

HM The King spent his next
few days touring the island’s tin
mines observing the different
methods used in mining. He also
visited the Thalang waterfall on
February 4. On the afternoon of
February 5, a group of foreign
miners invited their majesties to
attend a tennis tournament. HM
The King and Queen honored
their request and watched the
tournament at the United Club in
Phuket Town.

After seven days of touring
and relaxing in Phuket, their
majesties, along with their
entourage departed Phuket for
Trang railway station, where
they boarded the royal train and
returned to Bangkok.

Patong Merlin Hotel

promjaiphuket@gmail.com

for May ’11Best Promotion

The Phuket City
Hall, built in 1910
when Kor Sim Bee

was High
Commissioner, was
the first building in

Thailand to use
reinforced concrete.

A look back to when railways came
to Thailand in the 20th century,
making travel all the more easy

ROLLING ON: The first diesel trains were imported into Thailand in 1928. In early 1929, King Rama VII toured
southern Thailand in one. Above is a photograph of a Thai railway station taken at about the same time.
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Surviving World War II
LAURA Hillenbrand wrote a book about her
equine hero Seabiscuit. Her book,
Seabiscuit: An American Legend came out
in 2003 and was made into a fabulously
successful movie. She then spent the next
seven years writing about a human hero.

Louis Zamperini was an Olympic run-
ner, a World War II bombardier, survived a
47-day life raft ordeal in the Pacific and
endured over two years of brutal Japanese
captivity. In her acknowledgments at the
end of her book, the au-
thor recalls that Louis
told her, “I’ll be an easier
subject than Seabiscuit
because I can talk”.

And talk he did, over the course of 75
interviews. The result is Unbroken (Fourth
Estate, London, 2011, 473pp), subtitled “An
Extraordinary True Story of Courage and
Endurance”.

Louie Zamperini did not seem destined
for greatness. Born in 1917 in a small Cali-
fornian town of Torrance, Louie mostly
distinguished himself by petty thievery.
Pushed by his elder brother, Louie turned
to track and field and made it to the 1936
Olympics in Berlin.

Just short of graduation from the Univer-
sity of California, he joined the Army Air
Force, trained as a bombardier aboard a B-24
Liberator and was sent to Hawaii.

Stationed to a tiny speck of an island

named Funafuti, the crew was badly shot
up in a raid over the phosphorous-rich
island of Nauru.

Afterward, they counted 594 holes in the
planes fuselage. In vengeance, the Japanese
bombed Funafuti.

Hillenbrand describes the action vividly
as the bombs stomp closer like giant steps
to the native hut where Louie and his pilot
Allen Philips (Phil), are huddling in terror.

“An instant later, everything was scald-
ing whiteness and
splintering noise. The
ground heaved, and the
air whooshed around,
carrying an acrid smell.

Trees blew apart. “A bomb struck the tent
in which Louie and Phil had been sleeping a
minute before. Another burst beside a pile
of men in a ditch, and something speared
into the back of the man on top.

He said, “This feels like it, boys,” and
passed out. A bomb hit the ordnance truck,
sending it into the air in thousands
of pieces.”

Sent on an air rescue mission in a faulty
plane, Louie and Phil are forced to crash
land in the South Pacific. They are the only
survivors, except for the tailgunner who
later dies. They drift westward for 3,000
miles, tormented by hunger and thirst and
exposure to the relentless sun.

They fight off sharks, and miraculously

escape strafing by a Japanese bomber. They
survive on rainwater and the occasional fish
and seabird.

They are then picked up by a Japanese
warship. After initial kind treatment in a hos-
pital, they are launched into the horrors of a
Japanese prison camp. He describes his first
prison experience on the atoll of Kwajalein.

Dealing with
promiscuity
THE non-fiction Wife, Interrupted
is one of those books you can’t
help but burn through, but would
probably rather not be seen out
and about with.

At just 200-odd pages, and with
the spacing and font a 10-year-old
could manage, it has all the tell-tale
signs of a trashy, guilty-pleasure
book.

Throw in the constant barrage
of romance, raunch and emotional
turmoil the book delivers and
you’ve got yourself a recipe  for
a script handed down from
Danielle Steel herself.

The only thing that sets this
book apart is that Amy Molloy has
lived her story. The book chops
between her whirlwind romance
and wedding to a rugged Irishman,
being widowed by cancer, and her
post-traumatic promiscuity – all of
which she experienced in two
years before her 23rd birthday.

She is frank about all the ups and
downs of the past two years,
detailing everything from the
wounds sustained from yet another
one night stand, to cleaning up her
husband’s vomit at his bedside.

She is also, however, frank
about the fact that she is a
struggling journalist who is

unashamedly grateful about the
fact her experiences have given
her something worth writing
about.

You won’t like her, but you
also won’t judge her, as she leads
you through this emotionally
charged period in her life. And it
is a page turner, there is no doubt
about that.

– Alexandra Andersson

This is one story of extraordinary survival
that readers won’t want to miss.

“When the guards weren’t venting their
fury at the captives, they entertained
themselves by humiliating them. Every
day, at gunpoint, Louie was forced to
stand up and dance, staggering through
the Charleston while his guards roared
with laughter.

“The guards made Louis whistle and
sing, pelted him with fistfuls of gravel,
taunted him as he crawled around his cell
to pick up bits of rice, and slid long sticks
through the door window so they could
stab and swat him, finding his helpless
condition hilarious”.

Louie was sent to three prison camps in
Japan. Besides the privation and heavy la-
bor, he was the victim of sadistic guards,
especially one known as “the Bird”, whom
had a particular hatred for the famous Louis
Zamperini.

He beat him constantly with fists, clubs
and belt buckles. On a list of war criminals
at the end of the war, “the Bird” was ranked
number seven.

When he returned to the US, Louie was
tormented by post traumatic stress and
nightmares about “the Bird”. Hatred
consumed him and turned him to drink.

“During the war, ‘the Bird’ had been
unwilling to let go of Louie; after the war,
Louie was unable to let go of the Bird,”
Hillenbrand observes.

The story of Louie’s ultimate redemp-
tion can only be called inspiring. He’s now
still alive and skateboarding, at the ripe old
age of 94.

Hillenbrand pens the story of a true hero...

Getting between the sheets with a
true story by Amy Molloy.
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Is Windows driving you nuts? Want to know about the
best internet connections in Phuket? Need help finding a
repair shop or a dealer that knows what they’re doing?
Join For Dummies… author and local Windows guru
Woody Leonhard in his free weekly seminars. Sponsored
by Woody’s Sandwich Shoppes and the Phuket Gazette.

Free Computer Clinics

For more info contact Woody at T:076-290468

May 8, June 12 – Laguna,
May 15 – Chalong
June 5 – Patong

Starts at 10am

May 7. Into the Big Blue
Into the Big Blue gala dinner will
be held at the Sheraton Grande La-
guna. For a donation of just 3,500
baht, guests will enjoy free-flow
bar, canapes, four-course gala din-
ner, fabulous entertainment and
music they just have to dance to.
Thanks to generous sponsors, all
money raised will go to the Phuket
Has Been Good To Us Foundation,
who are improving the lives of
children in Phuket. Contact
Chantal Fernandes at T:089-874
2942, E:chantal.fernandes@
gmail.com or visit W:phukethas
beengoodtous.org.

May 7. ‘intuitiOn’ opens at
Nakonnai Art Museum
John Underwood, Phuket’s world-
class sculptor and designer, has
joined with Thai sculptor Amnat
Boonsanit and painter Kamon
Chookham to present “intuitiOn”, a
show of new work at the Nakonnai
Art Museum, located opposite the
entrance to the Golden Tulip Man-
gosteen Resort & Spa. The gallery
will present original sculptures
combining wood, metal and glass
in surprising forms with interest-
ing concepts. T:081-7192944
E:john@underwood-phuket.com
or visit W:underwood-phuket.com

May 7, 14 and 21. Saturday
brunch @ Two Chefs
Every Saturday Two Chefs

proudly presents their Saturday
brunch with a Scandinavian touch
from noon to 3pm. Eat all you
can for only 395 baht. Add only
another 300 baht and you can
drink as much as you want from
our wide choice of free-flowing
beverages. During each brunch,
MJ & Megan provide the enter-
tainment with their lovely voices.
For more information contact the
Two Chefs at T:076-330065,
E:katacenter@twochefs.com or
visit W:twochefs.com.

May 10. Antinori Wine Dinner
at Mare Restaurant Phuket
The Antinori family has been mak-
ing wine for over 600 years. You
are invited for an exclusive wine
dinner headlined by the leading
Italian producers of quality wines
of the Antinori winery, presented
by Jacopo Pandolfini on May 10,
from 7 to 11 pm, at Mare restau-
rant at the Centara Grand Beach
Resort, Phuket. The exclusive
menu is created by Fabrizio
Crocetta, our Italian Chef.
1,900++ baht per person. Contact
Cherry at T:076-201234 ext 1400.
E:asstprcpbr@chr.co.th or visit
W:centarahotelsresorts.com

May 13. Royal Ploughing
Ceremony Day – public holiday
This auspicious occasion, which
predates even the birth of the Lord
Buddha, marks the beginning of
the rice-planting season. The
Ploughing Lord – appointed by
HM the King – performs ancient
rites and attempts to forecast the
rainfall for the coming months, to
predict whether the rice seedlings
about to be planted will provide a
bountiful crop this year.

May 13. Curry Fridays
Come on down to Curry Fridays
on alternate Fridays, from 7pm to
11:30pm, at the Navrang Mahal,
Karon Sea Sands Resort & Spa.
Here is your chance to enjoy an
authentic and lavish Indian curry
buffet. Selections include all-time
favorites chicken tikka masala,
very hot mutton vindaloo, juicy
kebabs, Goan fish curry, chickpea
curry and more served with nan
bread and basmati rice. All you can
eat for only 449 baht nett. Draught
beer by the glass, 50 baht nett.
Special discount on beverages.
Contact: Seemant Raju at T:076-
286464 ext 4 or 081-6295063

E:sm@karonseasand.com or visit
W:karonseasand.com.

May 17. Visakha Bucha Day –
Public Holiday
Visakha Bucha Day is observed on
the day of the full moon during
the 6th lunar month, which usually
falls in either May or early June.
It is a day to commemorate three
important incidents: the birth, the
enlightenment and the passing
away of the Buddha. Miracu-
lously, these events fell in the same
month and on the same date in the
Buddhist era.

May 22. Mai Khao Turtle Mini
Marathon 2011
JW Marriott Phuket Resort & Spa
with the Mai Khao Marine Turtle
Foundation will hold the 7th Mai
Khao Turtle Mini Marathon on
May 22 at Pru Jeh Sun Lake, Mai
Khao Beach, to raise funds for its
annual contribution to the Phuket
Marine Biological Centre’s Marine
Animal Stranding Rescue Project.
Registrations start at 4:30am and
the race starts at 6am. Race fees
are 250 baht for the 10.5km run
and 200 baht for the 3.5km run.
Fees include a T-shirt and a
chance to win trophies, medals and
lucky draw prizes. Contact Aim
at T:086-6892230 E:info@mai
khaoturtlefoundation.com or visit
W:maikhaoturtlefoundation.com

May 22. BIS Tennis Plus
Doubles Tennis Tournament
Social Tennis Tournament. Ladies’
and Men’s Doubles at 900 baht per
team, lunch included. All teams
will get at least two matches. Tro-
phy presentation at conclusion
of the matches. Entries close on
May 15 at 5pm. Contact Dianne
Browning at T:089-4698100.
E:didee51@yahoo.com.au

Cowboy Night at
the Two Chefs

coming on May 12

Contact Two Chefs at T: 076-284155
E:kata@twochefs.com or visit W:
twochefs.com for more information.

You are welcome to join The
Cowboy Party at Two Chefs
Kata Beach. A big buffet will be
served with everything from
corncobs to hickory flavored
pork ribs, tacos and apple
crumble pie, and of course, a lot
more. The music is presented
by MJ & Megan. All this for
only 495 baht, and just 250
baht for children.
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All aboard USS Reagan

THE nuclear-powered US Navy aircraft carrier USS Ronald
Reagan dropped anchor in Ao Makham last Sunday, with
7,000 US Navy servicemen taking shore leave on Phuket.
   Accompanying the 332-meter supercarrier were the
guided-missile cruiser USS Chancellorsville and the
destroyer USS Preble, altogether designated as the USS
Ronald Reagan Strike Group Seven.
    On board the massive USS Ronald Reagan a whopping

15,000 meals are served and 250 gallons of milk consumed
daily. There is even a weekly ship newspaper and television
and photography studios.
   Rear Admiral Bob Girrier (pictured bottom left), commander
of the strike group, along with his crew met the Phuket
Gazette’s lensmen Christian Mouchet and Nicholas Altstadt as
they took part in a media tour of the USS Ronald Reagan last
Sunday. Here’s a glimpse of what went on...
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INDIAN DELIGHT: Billy Chima (center), owner of Khanasutra in Phuket Town,
celebrated the restaurant’s 8th birthday last Saturday. Photo: Neil Quail

MUSIC FOR JAPAN: Narong Pattamasaevi, Director of Trisara, invited the
students of Dr Nopanand Chanorathaikul, to perform for a fundraising recital
last Saturday for victims of the Japan tsunami. A Steinway grand piano was
flown to Trisara from Bangkok for the event which featured a varied selection
of classical music. Pictured from second left, Narong Pattamasaevi and far
right, Dr Nopanand Chanorathaikul with performing pianists.

NAI HARN’S GOT HERBIES: An eclectic mix of travellers gathered at Nai Harn Lake last Sunday for the Volkswagen
on the Beach Party 2011. VW enthusiasts from as far as Indonesia and Malaysia joined the caravan of VW love on
its way through more than 40 provinces in Thailand showing off their classic cars, vans and beetles.
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 Puzzle solutions on page 39

Provided by BestCrosswords.com.
Used with permission.

A Gazette staff member completed this
maze in 30 seconds. Can you can beat their

time? Make your way out of the maze.

B A

Across
1. Backwards falo
5. Old sailors
10. Calculus calculation
14. First name in country
15. Chirp
16. Lady of Spain
17. Always
18. Get hitched quick
19. Oops!
20. Pale purple
22. Unnecessary
24. He loved Lucy
27. East of Eden director Kazan
28. A little verse
32. Bert’s buddy
36. From___Z
37. Singer Cleo
39. Cheers waitress
40. Nope
42. Duplicity
44. Asian sea
45. Cessation
47. Island in the East China Sea
49. Female sheep
50. Pay for
51. Person who writes music
53. Torn clothing
56. Revivalists
57. Light axe
61. Simpleton
65. Opposite of sans
66. Singes
69. Contest, ethnicity
70. Interlock
71. Merits
72. Lendl of tennis
73. Gaelic language of Ireland or

Scotland
74. Brown ermine
75. Mariners can sail on seven of

these

Down
1. Hurler Hershiser
2. First name in jeans
3. Explorer Tasman
4. Capacitance units
5. Sault___Marie
6. Hole maker

TAURUS (April 21-May 21):
A fire sign is forecast
to offer an olive branch
this week which will

please those Taureans who have
been upset by a falling out. Your
outlook this week is peaceful and
the stars suggest that your calmer
demeanor will encourage others to
approach you more easily. Those
celebrating a birthday in the com-
ing days should find it easier to
create their own good luck in the
year ahead.

GEMINI (May 22-June 21):
Those born under the
sign of Gemini who
took some risks in

business last month will be relieved
to see positive results this week.
However, the stars suggest that
you should not push your luck too
far during the rest of May. In the
realm of romance, a fire sign part-
ner is forecast to be under extra
stress and you should avoid
letting the sun set on arguments
this weekend.

CANCER (June 22-July 23):
Cancerians who can’t
make up their minds
whether to pursue a job

offer should receive motivation
early next week. Another water
sign has some worthwhile infor-
mation to offer which will lay your

doubts to rest. Wednesday is the
most auspicious day to schedule
interviews for. On a personal level,
your readiness for romance with
an air sign has been noted and
appreciated.

LEO (July 24-August 22):
The stars indicate that
many Leos will be ask-
ing themselves some

important questions this week.
Honesty is the best policy and
moving onto a more fruitful path
should be the result of your soul-
searching. Take a leaf out of an
earth sign friend’s book to find a
better balance between work and
leisure. Your romantic outlook
improves with the help of spar-
kling astral vibrations this week-
end. Lucky days for finances are
Sunday and Monday.

VIRGO (August 23-September 23):
Virgoans who have
been experiencing dif-
ficulties with certain

work colleagues recently could
consider bringing a more objec-
tive third party to the table this
week. An air sign with diplomatic
skills can help to solve your di-
lemma. Where personal relation-
ships are concerned, your need to
control the purse strings could
rock the boat this weekend.
Wednesday is the most auspicious

day to have a serious conversa-
tion about personal finances.

LIBRA (September 24-October
23): Having too many
eggs in the same bas-
ket becomes an issue

for Librans during the second
week of May. If this situation re-
lates to finances, the stars suggest
taking professional advice to avoid
repeating past mistakes. On a per-
sonal level, you could be shocked
when an earth sign tells you some-
thing in confidence this weekend.
Romance with another air sign is
well-starred, but meeting an earth
sign halfway requires patience.

SCORPIO (October 24-Novem-
ber 22): Attention to de-
tail is important as there
are signs that vital infor-

mation could escape your attention
this week. Those who are not en-
joying a new job should allow more
time to settle in – another water
sign is forecast to make the transi-
tion smoother as May progresses.
Where romance is concerned, see-

ing is believing for sceptical
Scorpios this weekend.

SAGITTARIUS (November 23-
December 21): Your life
is set to become more
organized this week

which will allow Sagittarians bet-
ter prospects of success. An air
sign colleague or friend has some
practical tips on how to expand
your work or business interests.
Those who are single and glad to
be may have to make this clear to
well-meaning friends who are de-
termined to arrange a blind date.

CAPRICORN (December 22-
January 20): What
goes around should
come around for

Capricorns this week. A goodwill
gesture you made in April is
forecast to be repaid. Where work
is concerned, you have the power
to overcome obstacles and this
trend will continue until the end
of May. A new romantic partner
could find your intensity over-
whelming play it cool until more
trust has been established.

AQUARIUS (January 21-Febru-
ary 19): Aquarians who
expected an action-
packed week could be

disappointed by others’ lack of
motivation. A water sign is pre-

dicted to let you down again mid-
week, but this should confirm that
you cannot rely on this person.
Thursday is the most auspicious
day for business related meetings.
Where romance is concerned, you
could be confused when a fire
sign reveals their true nature.

PISCES (February 20-March 20):
In the business world,
overdue rewards are
highlighted for Pis-

ceans this week. As the month of
May progresses, your luck in most
areas is strong, but personal fi-
nances are subject to cloudy con-
ditions. This is not an auspicious
time to lend money. Pisceans who
have been trying to make a roman-
tic impression on an air sign will
have to make more effort.

ARIES (March 21-April 20):
There are signs that
Arians could waste en-
ergy sweating the small

stuff this week. Allow yourself
some quality time to relax this
weekend and start the working
week with your priorities in order.
Where work is concerned, Mon-
day is an auspicious day to meet
with influential people. The stars
advise giving more support to a
romantic partner as it appears you
have been too wrapped up in your
own life lately.

7. Rock band Kings of___
8. Conical native American tent
9. Alloy of iron and carbon
10. Moonstone
11. Architect Mies van der___
12. First chimpanzee launched

into Earth orbit
13. Exclamations of relief
21. Overlay with wood
23. Conked out
25. Slang for heroin
26. Hipbone
28. Chamber
29. Early anesthetic

30. Path
31. Early computer
33. Nostrils
34. Floored
35. Conger catcher
38. Singer John
41. Mexican sandal
43. Salinger girl
46. Egyptian deity
48. Atop
52. Egyptian god
54. Tenuous substances
55. Perspire
57. Domesticated
58. Above
59. Teenage bedroom
60. Corn syrup brand
62. Church center
63. Final Four org
64. Cravings
67. Genetic material
68. Concorde, eg

A
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Experts bullish
on property
By Nicholas Altstadt

WHAT is the “sweet spot” in
today’s real-estate marketplace?

That was the question posed at
the American Chamber of Com-
merce Thailand’s Greater Phuket
Chapter and Property Report
South East Asia’s resort markets
seminar on April 29.

David Simister, Chairman of
CBRE Thailand, Antony Picon of
Colliers International Thailand,
Duangjai Kraus, Managing Director
of Engel & V�lkers Thailand and
Andrew Langdon, Senior Vice
President of Jones Lang LaSalle
Hotels were on-hand to share their
expertise at the Holiday Inn, Patong.

The answer to the question
posed at the seminar is, rest as-
sured, still “Phuket”. However,
there is competition out there.

The Phuket market continues

to do well, especially on the West
Coast, with more property trans-
actions taking place in the first
quarter of 2011 than the same
period last year, Mr Simister of
CBRE Thailand said.

The profile of typical buyers is
changing. However, with more
Russian and Indian investors
entering the market, he said.

“Quality still sells,” Mr Simister
said. Finding a good location with
an impressive view is key, he
added.“Phuket’s maturing and I
think that’s good.”

Investment in the Bali property
market, often touted as a competi-
tor to Phuket, is only about half
of current investment in Phuket,
he said. Cambodia, which has the
best foreign ownership structure
in the region, may be the next
sweet spot, he said.

“If you’re new [to property in-

vestment], buy in Cambodia in the
next 10 years,” Mr Simister said.

Antony Picon of Colliers Inter-
national Thailand spoke about the
upcoming Pattaya market.

“Pattaya is not what you
thought it was. It’s becoming an
international city,” he said.

The arrival of Central Festival
shopping mall has attracted a new
type of tourist, including many
domestic tourists. He expects
Pattaya to further develop as a
shopping destination, he said.

Duangiai Kraus of Engel &
V�lkers spoke of market invest-

ment in Hua Hin, which she said
was restricted due to high costs.
The limited amount of beachfront
area and entertainment were fac-
tors in the higher price tags for
premium properties, she said.

Andrew Langdon of Jones
Lang LaSalle spoke about the ho-
tel market in Thailand.

His company has been behind
the sale of several major hotels in
Phuket including the Dusit Thani
Laguna Phuket and the Laguna
Beach Resort Phuket.

Phuket and Bangkok are driving
the Thai hotel market and Chiang

Mai is no longer a player, he said.
Thailand bottomed out in terms

of hotel transaction volume in
2009, but is bouncing back
strongly with 2011 volumes al-
ready greater than all of 2010.

Asian investors were respon-
sible for virtually all new hotel
investments in Asia in 2010 and
were also emerging as major play-
ers in the international market.

“Well located resorts in Thai-
land in established resort
destinations such as Phuket and
Koh Samui continue to attract se-
rious investor interest,” he said.

BANK ON PHUKET: The four leading property experts gave presentations and chaired a question and answer
session with more than 60 people attending the event. Photo: Nicholas Altstadt
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Yards
taking
a back
seat

HANGING OUT: The front yard as a ‘must have’ home feature is no more. Photo: Alexandra Andersson

Yards
taking
a back
seat

AS FAR back as I can recall in the
dark and blurred place of my child-
hood memory I remember time
spent in our family’s front yard.

Growing up in suburban Los
Angeles with long summer days
and the Santa Ana winds howling
beneath palm trees there was little
shelter from the blistering heat.

My mother taught me to throw
a baseball in the front yard (dad
was working). We camped out in
a small tent some nights and played
pickup games of football, soccer
and volleyball with kids from the
block on the crab grass turf.

Even now I can almost smell
the grass or feel its touch beneath
my feet like some sort of magic
carpet. As in real life, a downside
lurked, with chores being the kill-
joy, from mowing the lawn to
raking leaves and trimming my
mom’s prize rose bushes. Blood
was spilled on those thorny crea-
tures which I grew to despise.

In later days I drank my first
beer from a brown paper bag in
that yard, and once after bringing
home a six-pack some weeks later
I woke up face down at the foot
of those same rose bushes. Ironic,
isn’t it?

Our neighborhood was our
kingdom and we roamed the col-
lective yards of our friends from
the time school let out up to the
time darkness cast a blanket over
the city and the call for dinner
came through the wind.

Going back to California from
time to time and driving along
those familiar streets with ghosts
and goblins of days past, I have
rarely seen people in the front yards
of their homes. Even Jehovah’s
Witnesses seemed to be missing.

Some may explain it away as a
societal shift from front yards to
backyards – with safety, prosper-
ity and the golden age of
swimming pools, Jacuzzis and
built-in barbecues that resemble
industrial kitchens. It is harder to
be hit by a stray bullet from a
drive-by or to be kidnapped from
the comfy environs of one’s own
walled-up personal reserve.

Jump into a time machine – or
else the nearest microwave oven
– and program in 2011 with the
intended destination as Phuket.

Welcome to “Villa Ville”. Pool
villas, townhouses, even pent-
house condos with private water
features – they’re all here. Of
course in water world we have
lagoons and klongs as well.

For most of these “amazing”

architectural feats, the front yard
has been subtly removed and a
focus shifted to the Western-
favored backyard.

Getting down to generalizing,
or as some call “broad reference
points”, the usual suspects have
arrived for the party: infinity
pools, koi ponds, water features
with giant Buddha heads that have
been hacked off at the neck, whirl-
pools and remarkably smallish
barbeques.

Perhaps this is an indication that
general island preferences tilt to-
ward more drinking than dining.
Ah, but there I go again, making
blanket criticism.

Let’s not get started on salas.
This is not a topic I intend to visit,
sort of like my lifelong mission of
avoiding Bangladesh.

There are wood planks,
sandwash, terrazzo, stones, marble
inlays and every manner of rock
hard finishes together with all-too-
predictable landscaping.

I can’t help but wonder though:

Where is the rest of the yard?
Those wide open spaces for your
eyes to wander over.

Sadly, yards have been
downsized just like my bank ac-
count after having two kids, three
dogs and all the accoutrements
that come with them.

Perhaps we need to call Scot-
land Yard onto the case (okay, that
was cheap humor at its lowest).
But seriously, I am saddened by
the vast disappearance of yards,
be they front, back or in-between.

Chalk another one up for the
endangered-species list.

No doubt the downfall of our
entire quasi-civilized society can
be traced back to the slow and
steady decline of open spaces in
our homes.

Blame progress or the high cost
of land, but I miss the vast pas-
ture-like yards of my early years.

Bill Barnett is Managing Director of
C9 Hotelworks and can be contacted
through www.c9hotelworks.com.

Maldives tapping
into Phuket
LUXURY-branded villas, having
originated over 15 years ago,
are now ingrained in Phuket’s
property scene.

High-profile resort destination
the Maldive Islands is now looking
to cash in on this hotel-managed
real estate market.

One recent launch of note is the
12 Blues Resort and Spa which is
developing 33 villas in the Maldives.

Pricing points fall under the
US$2 million marker and rental
returns are expected to be sub-
stantial given the high level of
average room rates in the market.

New real estate
certification to set
higher standards

WHILE Thailand’s property
industry continues to climb up the
evolutionary ladder, one nearby
Asian country is implementing
new standards.

Singapore’s recent adoption of
an estate agents’ bill requires all
sales staff to pass comprehensive
examinations.

The government has set up a
statutory authority which will
oversee the process along with a
uniform registration.

Meanwhile Thailand’s property
industry still retains an informal
methodology for addressing what
are best practices in many other
developed markets.

M�evenpick no 2

FOR island  hotel watchers,
expect an announcement soon on
a second M�evenpick branded
resort in a northwest location.

A new wave of international ho-
tels are appearing on the horizon with
Hong Kong’s New World hospital-
ity group moving forward on their
South Patong Emerald Bay Resort.
It’s understood the property will be
operated under a new luxury brand
that has yet to be unveiled.

Phuket’s east coast looks set to
play home to a new Park Hyatt
with an iconic world class de-
signer, awaiting a formal launch.

On the southern tip, Jones Lang
LaSalle Hotels bidding process for
the Evason Phuket is wrapping up
and the buyer is expected to be
announced shortly.

Do you have any breaking news
about Phuket property? Email
property@phuketgazette.net
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Knowing the lay of
the land on leases

LEASE LOW-DOWN: When scouring the island for property, make sure you
are well versed in matters relating to lease renewals. Photo: Gazette file

DUE TO legal restrictions apply-
ing to foreign property buyers in
Thailand, leases have become a
popular and widely used option to
legally acquire interest in land or
property.

Typically, developers offer their
buyers residential lease arrange-
ments comprising an initial lease
period of 30 years and, in addi-
tion, two lease extensions, each
30 years. This provides for a total
term of 90 years.

Having a look at the Thai Civil
and Commercial Code (CCC) may
help you to understand why this
structure, consisting of a relatively
short initial lease term plus renewal
options of the same duration, is
common. Section 540 of the CCC
stipulates that the maximum lease
period for an immovable property
is 30 years. Section 540 of the
CCC further states that this pe-
riod may be renewed, but it must
not exceed 30 years from the time
of renewal.

Although the CCC allows resi-
dential leases of immovable
property for a term of 30 years
and renewal of such lease, a buyer
should be aware that a number of
potential issues exist in connection
with the renewal of a lease.

First of all any renewal clause
being part of a lease agreement
should include as a minimum
requirement its term and a
consideration. The consideration
should be a reasonable rental
fee payable for the extension of
the lease.

A buyer should further under-
stand that there is no lease in
perpetuity which puts a buyer in
a legal position which is equiva-
lent to ownership. However, it
shall be mentioned that some de-
velopers have implemented
sophisticated corporate structures
where the power to renew the
lease shall be vested with the
lessee.

Also a lease of immovable prop-
erty which is longer than three
years is only enforceable if it is
made in writing and registered
with the competent land office.
This applies not only to the initial
lease but also to any renewal
thereof, thus requiring both land-
lord and tenant or their proxies to
co-operate and attend at the com-

petent land office to affect the reg-
istration of the initial lease
agreement, and upon its expiry, the
registration of a new lease agree-
ment. This means that there is no
such thing providing for an auto-
matic renewal of a lease; upon
expiry of each 30-year lease term,
execution of a new lease agree-
ment and registration by the parties
or their proxies at the competent
land office is required.

Another important point to un-
derstand is that there might be
issues when it comes to enforce-
ment of a lease renewal against
third parties. For instance in a case
where a lease assignment or trans-
fer of a lease from the original to
a new lessee has taken place, a
landlord may argue that he is not
bound to renew the lease in favor
of the new lessee upon expiry of
the initial lease term. Also where
the owner of a leased land or prop-
erty sells or transfers such to a
third party, the buyer of the land
or property, may raise the objec-
tion that he is not obligated to
renew the lease upon its expiry.

In the light of the above and in
order to strengthen the competi-
tiveness of Thailand’s property
market, it would certainly help if

the relevant laws would change
and provide for reasonably longer
lease terms making lease renew-
als redundant.

In the meantime, there is noth-
ing else for it but to diligently
investigate what safeguards for
the protection of a lease, particu-
larly its renewals, are potentially

available and to verify whether a
developer is able and prepared to
provide such for the peace of
mind of his buyers.

This article was written by the
International Law Office Patong
Beach Co Ltd. E:Michael Greth,
Consultant at michael@ilophuket.
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Nurturing plant
nursery growth
Healthy potassium, phosphorus and nitrogen levels in the
soil are as important to plants as vitamins are to babies

Checking soil level in the nursery is not child’s play. Photo: Linda Aslund

A FEW weeks ago we took a look
at the pH levels in local soil – with
the aid of an excellent American
testing kit.

This kit also enables you to test
for three key ingredients present
in any fertile soil – potassium
(sometimes referred to as potash),
phosphorus, and nitrogen.

Put crudely, their relationship
with plants is a bit like that be-
tween vitamins/minerals, and
people. As long as we get our nec-
essary daily intake, we should feel
ok, be better able to function,
maintain our immune systems, and
resist disease. That’s the theory
anyway.

This is the same with plants.
While they can’t complain in so

many words, they can let the gar-
dener know in other ways.

Take potassium. In general,
there are adequate supplies of this
chemical in Phuket soil, partly
because its clayish composition
means that plenty of naturally oc-
curring potash is usually present,
and is not leached out by torren-
tial rain of the kind we have
recently experienced.

Testing my own garden soil
produced a mid-brown or medium
reading. Sandy soils are more
likely to be deficient in potash.

Overly acidic or peaty ones usu-
ally are as well.

It’s a good idea to check plants
in containers where the mix may
have been weakened by constant
watering.

Since it is the only essential
plant nutrient not naturally present
in plants, potassium is the key nu-
trient in helping to combat stress
caused by, for instance, extremes
of hot or cold, drought conditions,
or the depredations of pests.

Without trying to get too techni-
cal, it ensures that regular supplies
of water are absorbed by the root
system, and thence into the tubes
or xylem which transport water
to the plant’s visible parts by a
 process known as osmosis or
osmo-regulation.

The tell-tale sign of potash star-
vation is a yellowing (chlorosis) of
the older foliage, curling of leaf
blades and burning at the edges.
Left unattended,
the plant will die
back and may
succumb.

You probably
won’t have to
worry about
that happening
here, it is much
more likely to
affect cooler-
climate veggies
such as toma-
toes, potatoes,
gooseber r ies
and red or black currants.

Phosphorus is another of those
key elements necessary for sound
plant growth. It needs to be mixed
with water before your garden
can absorb it properly.

As with potassium, it occurs

naturally in the ground, but its
concentration levels may be low-
ered by factors such as persistent

over-watering,
or by soils
which are ei-
ther too alkaline
or too acidic.

If you do
have a pH level
above 7.3, you
will probably
need to add
s o m e t h i n g
such as sul-
phur, compost,
peat moss, or
even sawdust

to lower the alkaline content and
improve potash intake. If it is be-
low 5 (very unlikely in Phuket),
then you may consider adding
lime.

Personally, my view is that you
are better off adding a fertilizer that
contains plenty of phosphorus.

For the record, tests in my gar-
den recorded the presence of
phosphorus at acceptable levels.

Proprietary inorganic fertilizers
usually come with equal concen-

trations of potassium, phosphorus
and nitrogen expressed numeri-
cally – for example 15/15/15 – but
some will have higher levels of
phosphorus, and if you have a
problem, you may decide to
go with one of these. Or use
plenty of manure.

Crucially, phosphorus helps in
converting the sun’s energy into
usable food. Without adequate
supplies, plants will produce poor
root systems and stunted flowers
and fruit.

Foliage may turn bluish-
green. But be warned; do not, as
many commercial growers do,
use inorganic phosphorus too lib-
erally.

In the rainy season, this prac-
tice will lead to run-off of the
excess chemicals, and they may
find their way into the water
table, and finally into streams and
rivers.

The result is excessive algal
growth, a consequent lack of oxy-
gen, pollution of the water, and
death to fish and other creatures.

Still banging on about the
environment? You bet…

Spice up your patch

Tip of the week

AS mentioned last week, if
basil is the first herb to put in
your garden, then chili is the
first spice.

Capsicum annuum is almost
as adaptable as basil, and is
available in many guises – from
bell peppers to the common,
finger-length longam, or the tiny
bird’s eye chili.

The berries, which contain
the fiery hot capsaicin, are es-
sential to many Southeast Asian
dishes, and form the base for
Thailand’s renowned nam prik
chili paste.

Chilies will take from seed,

but may require three weeks to
germinate.

Plant in small pots and wa-
ter often.

Transplanted into the gar-
den, they will develop into a
sizable bush on which the tiny
flowers should be followed by
green, orange and red pods.

They can be picked unripe
(less spicy to eat), red or left
to dry to an ocher hue.

Once established, the
bushes will  fruit  almost
continuously and are decora-
tive additions to any tropical
garden.

 Getting your hands dirty

If you have a garden that you would
like to be featured on this page, please
email: pcampbell45@gmail.com
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Properties
For Sale

Looking for land to buy?
See more classified ads

 at www.phuketgazette.net

LAND FOR SALE

Panoramic mountain views,
overlooking Laguna project.
Size: 4.921 rai. Price: 7.9
million baht per rai. Tel: 089-
729 2989.

LAND FOR SALE

In Cherng Talay. 15 rai. Price:
10 million baht per rai. Con-
tact K. Sunit. Tel: 081-787
9021.

2 RAI OF LAND
NEAR LAGUNA

Just over 2 rai of land for
sale near Laguna/Tinlay
Place. Ready to build.
Peaceful area but good
choice of bars, restau-
rants and golf nearby. Di-
rect sale from owner.
Price: Around 5 million
baht per rai. Tel: 087-278
1393 (English), 081-968
3707. Email: rawai2004@
yahoo.co.uk

THIDA HOUSE
SALE 27 MILLION

Thai-style modern town-
house with land. Size:
10.50m x 10.85m. 2 bed-
rooms, 2 bathrooms with liv-
ing room, dining room,
kitchen and car park. Single
house on land size: 15m by
10.85m. 2 bedrooms, 2 bath-
rooms with living room, dining
area/kitchen, terrace and car
park. Soi Mountain View
Kathu Waterfall. Tel: 081-535
7585, 084-119 4262, 081-356
9754. Email: peecho74@
hotmail.com

RUBBER PLANTATION
48 RAI

For sale. Located on the
main road to Laguna
Phuket. Suitable for a
housing project. 4 million
baht per rai (Nor Sor 3 Gor).
Please contact owner's
representative. No agents
please. Tel: 080-520 2989.
Email: pakaporns@yahoo.
com

3 RAI LAND IN TRANG

For sale. 3 rai in Baan Po,
Muang, Trang. Very good lo-
cation for business, suitable
for house projects. Electricity,
access road. Sale by owner.
With Chanote. Price: 9 mil-
lion baht ono. No agents
please! Tel: 075-210646, 087-
270 9093.

2 RAI
IN AO MAKHAM

Chanote, in Soi Rat-U-Thit
1, public utility area. Easy
access in and out. Just 12
million baht for both rai. Tel:
087-689 9679, 081-270
0875. Email: tasuwan@
hotmail.com

NICE AND
SPACIOUS HOUSE

In Heritage project, Kathu.
2 floors, fully furnished, 3
bedrooms, 4 bathrooms, 1
maid room. 234sq wah. 18
million baht. Tel: 081-892
0190 (Warit), 089-646
4823 (Rattana). Email:
prayoon_jp@hotmail.com

THAI-STYLE VILLA
IN CHALONG

Luxurious, lakeside, Thai
-style villa in Chalong. Has
8 rooms and a swimming
pool. Price: 38 million baht.
Tel: 081-892 8740.

HILLSIDE LAND
AT MANGOSTEEN

Beautiful hillside land with large,
old trees, size from 2 to 10 rai.
Adjacent to Golden Tulip Man-
gosteen Resort & Spa. Please
call for inspection. Tel: 076-
289399, 081-536 5846 (En-
glish), 081-539 5373 (English &
Thai). Fax: 076-289389. Email:
phuketresorts@gmail.com For
further details, please see our
website at www.goldentulip
mangosteen.com

PATONG TOWER
FOR SALE

Modern, 1-bedroom 70sqm
condo, refitted and furnished.
Price: 4.95 million baht. Tel:
081-088 8099. TOWNHOUSE IN KATHU

3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, liv-
ing room, kitchen, car park.
Price: 1.8 million baht. Tel: 076-
319073, 084-189 5594.

LAND 9 RAI FOR SALE
Seaview land for all the main
road to Promthep Cape. With
Chanote title. 15 million baht per
rai. Tel: 081-693 9571.

STUNNING SEAVIEW
Overlooking Patong Bay.
Townhouse with 3 bedrooms, 4
bathrooms, and lock-up ga-
rage. Asking for 8.8 million
baht. Tel: 076-341618, 086-691
9657.

BEACHFRONT CONDO
2 bedrooms on top floor. Freehold.
North Patong. Price: 9.7 million
baht. Also available for rent. Tel:
086-276 5117. For photos please
email jihshand@gmail.com

12 RAI AT
NAI HARN BEACH

For sale with hotel project.
1km from the beach. Price: 12
million baht per rai. Tel: 080-528
8578.

PENTHOUSE
7 MILLION BAHT

Two entire floors in a very pri-
vate setting with the best view
in Patong. Great location. 9
million baht invested. Tel: 084-
848 4876.

HOUSE & FURNITURE
Single house, 60sqm. 2 floors,
3 bedrooms and 3 toilets. In
Chaiyapruek Village at Land &
House, Chalong. Good location
and entrance from bypass road.
Built 2 years ago. Tel: 084-627
7001.

SEAVIEW LAND
FOR SALE

Near Supalai Resort on the
east coast of Phuket slope.
A 3-rai plot with road and
electricity access. Price:
3.6 million baht per rai. No
agents please. Tel: 080-520
2989. Email: pakaporns@
yahoo.com

SUPER CHEAP,
PATONG

Now only 4.7million baht. New
pool villa with seaview. 3 storeys,
6 rooms, 3 bathrooms, 2 kitch-
ens, 4 aircons. Tel: 087-053 6016.

PRIVATE SALE OF
HALF A RAI

At Ao Makham. Land is lo-
cated opposite Port of Phuket
and next to Bel Air Cape
Panwa Resort. Price 4.2 mil-
lion. Tel: 081-891 5932, 089-
035 6702.

450SQM WITH
SEAVIEW IN KAMALA
6-bedroom, 5-bath, 2-storey
split-level house on over half a
rai of land with sea view. Lo-
cated on Soi Bang Wan at the
top of a hill, the home is 12
years old and comes fully fur-
nished. Due to the death of a
spouse, this home is now on
sale as a matter of URGENCY
and no reasonable offer will be
refused. Valued at 15 million
baht and previously on the
market for 9.5 million, it is now
available at only 8.3 million.
This is basically the cost of just
the house itself, meaning that
the buyer gets the land for free!
There is ample room for a pool,
or 2nd house on the land. Prin-
cipals only, please. Tel: 087-
897 6030 (English). Email:
bazzoli@hotmail.com

30 RAI IN TOWN
Flat land near Dowroong
School in Phuket Town. Tel:
081-691 2526.

LAND AT PA KHLOK
1 rai 13.6sq wah with Chanote.
Located on Tha Ruea-Pa Khlok-
Muang Mai Rd.11km from
Heroines’ Monument, near Mis-
sion Hill. Price: 3.9 million baht.
Tel: 089-472 9118.

LAND FOR SALE
Near the main road to Baan
Don-Cherng Talay. 68sq wah.
1.1 million baht. Tel: 089-472
9118. Email: honda.1437@
yahoo.co.th

PATONG APT
2-bedroom apartment for rent
or sale. 87sqm unit on the 5th

floor with sea view. Fully fur-
nished. Tel: 081-891 6502.
Email: andrea.capucci@
gmail.com

BRAND NEW CONDO

Mid Town, Royal Place
Project, 2nd floor, 37sqm.
Studio condo, fully fur-
nished, reasonable price.
Tel: 086-476 9612.
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BEST PRICE
POOL VILLA

Thai-Balinese style with L-
shaped design. 2 garden
view bedrooms with open
plan living and modern
kitchen, 2 ensuite bath-
rooms. Located near BIS.
Premium quality. Land size
144sqm. Price from 3.7 mil-
lion baht. Tel: 084-293 7923,
080-648 9622 (English).
Must visit us: www.phuket-
eurasia.com

GREAT LIVING HOME

Single house for sale or rent
located at Phanason 3
(Thalang). Land area 63.3
sq wah, 3 bed, 2 bath, large
living area, furnished, ADSL,
tel, landscaped garden and
24hr security. Sale price:
2.85 million baht. For more
info, call Phing. Tel: 087-278
0067. Email: sweetpinky
@live.co.uk

HOUSE IN KAMALA

For sale. 2 houses on land.
1 ngan 89sq wah. Chanote
title, near mountain, peace
and safe, 10 minutes from
the beach. 7.5 million baht di-
rect from owner. Tel: 083-180
2143. Email: yaris.vios@
gmail.com

PHUKET VILLA
CONDO PATONG

New condo. 1km to beach,
near Bangla Rd and Jung-
ceylon, 1bed, 1 bath, fully
furnished. 3.9 million baht for
42sqm and  3.8 million baht
for 44.5sqm Tel:081-541
2025. Email: c.junlarat@
gmail.com

NICE PLOT

Urgent sale. Behind Layan
Hill Estate (Manik-Bangjo
Area). 1,364sqm. Original
price: 7.2 million baht. Now:
6.9 million baht. Tel: 080-
520 2989.

NICE HOUSE
88 SQ WAH

4 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms,
3 aircons, sofa, cable TV.
Near Jomthong Village on
Khwang Rd. 6.5 million baht.
Tel: 086-774 2034. Email:
hataimata@hotmail.com

LAND AT
CHERNG TALAY

390sq wah, nice flat land, quiet
area, Chanote. In Pasak Soi 5
near Laguna Home. Price: 6 mil-
lion baht. Tel: 089-472  9118, 086-
709 2933.

3-BEDROOM HOUSE
62sq wah, 2 bathrooms, Villa
Dowroong. 4.5 million baht. Con-
tact Khun Tar. Tel: 076-377052,
089-971 1268.

CHEAP LAND FOR SALE
Close to Phuket International
Airport. 4 rai, Chanote title. 3.8
million baht per rai. Tel: 081-868
7676. Email: phuketann@
gmail.com.

SURIN BEACH
Land on Soi Haad Surin 2
for sale. 2.2 rai, 5 mins
walk to Surin Beach. Email:
costello@hot.net.au

BANGLA BAR
CHEAP / URGENT

Located under Seduction. Call
for more Information. Tel: 083-
391 2695 (English), 081-691
2363 (Thai). Email: info@
7thheavenbar.com

MUAY THAI
CAMP AND GYM

10 years in business, well es-
tablished. 15 accommoda-
tions, exclusive, quiet, 2 rings,
sauna, store, gym and office
located on 3 rai. Lease extend-
able to 15 years. Plenty of room
for expansion. Prime location,
sea view. Tel: 088-180 9411.
Email: sillyes@gmail.com

BANGLA
SHOPHOUSES

Four shophouses in Bangla
for sale or rent. Opposite
Rico Hotel. 16.5sq wah each,
4 floors each. Tel: 081-825
8961 (English & Thai), 081-
825 8969. Email: amorn21@
gmail.com

AO NANG / KRABI
Holiday homes. 1-bedroom
units: 2.8 million baht. 2-bed-
room units: 3.8 million baht.
Includes pool. For more infor-
mation please call 085-573
4734.

3.5 RAI,
NATAI BEACH AREA

Right behind 'Millionaires Row'.
500m from the beach. Sale is
direct from the owner. Chanote
title. 4.5 million baht per rai.
Tel: 081-543 1581 (English &
Thai), 088-878 0468. Email:
alpentoni@yahoo.com

180-DEGREE
SEAVIEWS NAI HARN

Penthouse apartment, 2 beds,
2 baths, private roof terrace,
pool, amazing sea views. Re-
duced to 3.7 million baht.
Please contact for more de-
tails. Tel: 084-136 8154. Email:
bisop5@yahoo.co.uk

FULLY FURNISHED
STUDIO

in condo "The Point" near
Phuket International Hospital.
48.5sqm with swimming pool.
Tel: 082-970 7769. Email:
tatianalpost@gmail.com

830SQM LAND PLOTS
Nice pieces of land in a develop-
ment estate next to Mission
Hills golf course. Ready to build.
For sale only. Price: 1.49 mil-
lion baht. Tel: 081-343 0777.

URGENT HOUSE
FOR SALE

Kamala, 2 bedrooms. Only 1.99
million baht. Contact Simon or
Nam. Tel: 089-472 5162.

HOUSE IN NAI YANG
4 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms,
fully furnished, with mountain
view. Rent: 25,000 baht per
month. Sale: 4.5 million baht.
Tel: 080-265 0211. Email:
jywan@hotmail.com

CHALONG 5 BEDROOM
Pool Villa. Spacious 530sqm
home on 2,016sqm of land.
Tucked away on a quiet soi
near Chalong Circle. 5 bed-
rooms, 5 bathrooms, living
room, dining room, kitchen, 6m
x 12m pool. Furnished. Many
extras. Must see. Sale by
owner. Price: 20 million baht.
Tel: 086-638 9143.

PATONG CONDOS
Ready To find your favourite
Patong Condo? Easy. Just call
Mrs Makie Sripair on 089-476
4121 and see all your options.
Tel: 089-476 4121 (English &
Thai). Email: admin@patong
condos.info

COMPLETE CONTENTS
of Royal Phuket Marina con-
dos. As new, with high-end fur-
niture to liquidate. Tel: 089-054
4354.

FRONT SEAVIEW
FOR SALE

Mountain view at the back.
288sqm of land in Nor Sor 3
Gor, Ao Por Marina. Price: 2.3
million baht. Tel: 081-979 1761.

3-BEDROOM HOUSE
Chuan Chuen Lagoon Soi 3 at
Koh Kaew. 2 bedrooms, 3
aircons, fully furnished. Price:
3.95 million baht. Negotiable.
Contact Scott. Tel: 081-866 8716.

PA KHLOK HOUSE
FOR SALE

3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms,
70sq wah. Community pool, 2
aircons, fully furnished, West-
ern kitchen. Price: 2.5 million
baht. Tel: 080-265 0211. Email:
jywan@hotmail.com

SALE: APARTMENT
IN PATONG

With pool and security. Fur-
nished. Price: 2.9 million baht.
Freehold. Tel: 089-728 4005.
Email: cvelon@yahoo.com

RAWAI 1 RAI
SEAVIEW LAND

Only 4.9 million baht for quick
sale. No agents please. Tel:
088-472 9601.

TWIN VILLAS
AT NAI YANG

Only 600 meters from
beautiful Nai Yang beach,
this modern pool villa is
perfectly located. Featur-
ing a chic, clean-cut de-
sign coupled with a choice
selection of quality materi-
als and furniture, this villa is
a promising investment for
holiday seekers and per-
manent residents. Price:
10.2 milllion baht. Contact
Khun Penprapa. Tel: 087-
898 9646. Email: pen
prapa2526@gmail.com

REDUCED PRICE VILLA
Panason Park View 1: 4-bed-
room, 2-bath, fully furnished,
excellent condition. Large gar-
den (70sqm. Nerest offer to 5.5
million baht for quick.sale. Tel:
082-418 9685 (English & Thai).
Email: vnp_nok@hotmail.com

TWO SEAVIEW PLOTS

Reduced to 4.95 million baht
each. Near Surin and Bang
Tao Beaches. Fantastic 180-
degree views. Exclusive. Hill-
side Development with ex-
ecutive homes already built.
All utilities available. Land
area: 540sqm and 545sqm
(adjoining). Chanote titles:
Leasehold or freehold. Tel:
084-744 2240. Email: ross
@funboatcruises.com

BUNGALOW FOR
SALE, CHALONG

3-bedroom on 65sq wah, with
western kitchen and bath-
room. Price: 3.95million baht.
Tel: 089-922 2800. Email:
simonchinner@yahoo.com
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Properties
For Rent

THALANG ROAD
SHOPHOUSE

Fantastic opportunity for
tourism-related business
or exclusive residence in
the heart of future World
Heritage Site. Perfect for
boutique hotel, high-end
restaurant, gallery, or
mixed-use development.
The property comprises a
600sqm double-wide
shophouse with a Sino-
Portuguese facade, extra
deep lot with two interior
courtyards, two deep
wells, and large rear gar-
den at prime Old Town lo-
cation. 7-year lease: 1.75
million baht, including full
set of restoration plans.
Tel: 081-893 5014 (En-
glish), 086-882 7663
(Thai).

58 MONTHLYPAYMENT

of 35,000 baht. Located at
Rawai beach. For sale on
a 28-year lease. Pool villa,
furnished, with WiFi and
car park. Tel: 084-242
8914. Email: phuket7@
yahoo.com

LAND & HOUSES
PARK

177sqm, 3 bedrooms, 3 bath-
rooms, nice private garden
with patio, in Chalong area.
Access to club facilities such
as pool, gym and fitness
center, UBC, WiFi etc.
Monthly rent (partly fur-
nished). 25,000 baht. Fully
furnished: 28,000 baht. Sale:
6 million baht. Available from
April 20. Tel: 087-283 0837.
Email: nielsen_mathias@
hotmail.com

400 BAHT/DAY,
9,000 BAHT/MONTH

At Rawai Beach. Pool
guesthouse. 1 bedroom,
1 bathroom, aircon,
WiFi, cable TV. Car and
motorbike available for
cheap rent. Tel: 080-328
9986. Email: phuket7@
yahoo.com

COZY HOUSE
NEAR NAI HARN

High-grade house, furnished
and conveniently located.
Minutes from Rawai and Nai
Harn Beaches. 2 spacious
bedrooms with en-suite
bathrooms. 1 guest toilet.
Aircons. Large living-dining
room. Telephone line with
ADSL. Free water supply
and garbage removal ser-
vice. Rent: 20,000 baht per
month. Contact K. Nui. Tel:
087-383 0936. Email:
hunt17@hotmail.com

THE GREENHOUSE
POOL BUNGALOWS

In Chalong, 2 bedrooms,
fully furnished, cool, green,
QUIET with ADSL, cable
and aircon. Price: 13,000
baht per month. Contact
John. Tel: 081-979 1976.

LUXURY POOL VILLA
By Laguna. Has everything.
Quiet and secluded, with jacuzzi
and spa. Rent: 22,000 baht per
month. Tel: 089-594 4067.

FULLY FURNISHED
Studio and 1-bedroom apart-
ment in condo. " The Point" near
Phuket International Hospital.
Tel: 082-970 7769. Email:
tatianalpost@gmail.com

7-BEDROOM
 KATHU GOLF VIEW

Available for long-term rent
from July 1: 7 bedrooms, swim-
ming pools, fully furnished with
golf view. 65,000 baht per
month. Tel: 081-271 3228 (En-
glish & Thai). Email: info@
procarpentering.com

ORCHID KATHU
HEIGHTS

Stylish serviced apartments. Stu-
dio, 1 bedroom, 2 bedrooms, 2
bathrooms. Rooftop pool, Free
WiFi. Tel: 081-892 0038. For fur-
ther details, please see our
website at www.orchidkathu
heights-phuket.com

BEACH FRONT
CONDO KALIM

2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, pool,
many facilities. The Point Delux
one-bedroom with pool and fit-
ness center, near Central. Tel:
081-892 0038.

100,000 BAHT/YEAR

Rawai condotel. 30-year
lease. Sells for 1 million
baht. Paid over 10 years.
Rent: 5,000 baht per
month. With cable TV.
Tel: 088-180 0351. Email:
phuket7@yahoo.com

PATONG SERVICED
APARTMENT

80sqm, fully furnished, with daily
maid service, pool and security.
Long-term rent: 15,000 baht per
month. Email: mail@ferrari.sh

KATA OCEANFRONT
LUXURY APT

5-star, 1-bedroom. pools, spa,
quiet area. 30,000 baht per
month. Available now. Email:
asiasail@yahoo.com For fur-
ther details, please see our
website at www.katasala.com

THAI VILLA AND POOL
Soi Naya, Nai Harn, Long-term
rent: 45,000 baht per month.
Tel: 081-270 5126. Email:
mervyn.crocker@yahoo.com

PATONG TOWER CONDO
Luxury sea view condo. Low
price. Tel: 081-088 8099. See
our website at: www.select
phuket.com

CONDO IN PATONG
for rent or sale. 87sqm unit on
the 5th floor with seaview at
Patong Loft. 2 bedrooms, 2
bathrooms. Fully furnished.
Please call  081-432 6587.
Email: kook_kui@yahoo.com

CHALONG HOME
2 bedroom, 2 bathroom home
with internet, TV and aircon. Tel:
089-652 1473 (English). Email:
anandaestates@yahoo.com

CONDO FOR RENT
Studio type, in Phuket Town,
fully furnished, with cable TV.
Rent: 13,000 baht per month.
Tel: 080-143 5391.

CONDO FOR RENT
56sqm. Fully furnished, with
aircon, ADSL and cable TV. In
Patong. Tel: 081-891 3740.

TOWNHOUSE FOR
RENT/SALE

4.5m x 13.5m, 3 floors, 2 bed-
rooms, 2 bathrooms, 4 aircons.
At the Royal Place. Tel: 081-891
3740.

PATONG STUDIO
28SQM

Aircon, kitchen, TV, DVD and
ADSL. Rent: 15,000 baht a
month. Tel: 089-971 5664. Email:
ronny2507@hotmail.com
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PATONG APARTMENT
FOR RENT

Studio, 46sqm, furnished, with
pool and security. Tel: 089-728
4005. Email: cvelon@yahoo.com

LUXURY POOL VILLA
By Laguna. Has everything.
Quiet and secluded, with jacuzzi
and spa. Rent: 24,000 baht per
month. Tel: 089-594 4067.

800,000 BAHT
YEARLY RENT

5-year lease: 3 million baht.
No key money. Bar, pool,
hotel, 9 bedrooms, 9 bath-
rooms, WiFi, cable TV, big
pool. Good for profit. Email:
phuket7@yahoo.com

LOCHPALMGOLFVILLA

Magnificent view over
green golf course. 1 rai. 3
bedrooms, bathroom with
Jacuzzi and TV. Large
modern fully equipped
kitchen plus Thai kitchen
and maid's quarters,
Beautiful landscaping, car
port and a large sala with
floor seating. This villa is
only available for long-
term rental, at 130,000
baht per month (utilities
excluded). Please call us
at: 085-782 1200 (En-
glish & French), 081-823
4627 (Thai).

FULLY FURNISHED
HOUSES

- 2-storey houses near
Panwa Bay. Tel: 081-892
4311. For further details,
please see our website at
h t tp : / / panwagreen .
weebly.com
- 1-2 bedroom, near Chalong
Bay. Tel: 081-892 4311. For
further details, please see our
website at http://palaigreen
.weebly.com

480,000 BAHT
YEARLY RENT

In Rawai. Bar, pool, guest-
house. 5-year lease. 1.4
million baht. No key money.
6 bedrooms, 6 bathrooms,
furnished, with WiFi, cable
TV, 5 motos. Big profit.
Email: phuket7@yahoo
.com

PENTHOUSE
FOR RENT

In one of Kathu's nicest pool vil-
las. 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms.
Quiet and serene location with
a fine view of Loch Palm Golf
Valley and lake. On a private hill.
4km from BIS. Rent: 65,000
baht per month. Tel: 087-269
8492.

STUDIO IN PATONG
Furnished studio apartment in
north Patong. Easy walk to
beach and Bangla Rd. Mail or
call me in Hong Kong: 852-06-
100 4034. Email: eddy.amaro
@sc.com www.phuket-patong-
condo.com/

POOL VILLAS RAWAI
3 or 4 bedrooms, all luxurious.
For rent or sale. Great price.
Tel: 087-893 8747.

HOUSE IN PATONG

Newly build+40sq wah,
near Sea Pearl project,
Patong. 2 stories, 3 beds,
2 bathrooms, fully fur-
nished, 2 aircon, kitchen
with hood, refrigerator, dining
room, living room, hot water,
cable TV and internet. Tel:
086-476 9612.
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Household
Items

Accommodation
Wanted

Accommodation
Available

Household
Services

Property
Wanted

MAINTENANCE
SERVICE

We repair water pipes, swim-
ming pools, gardening tools,
electrical systems and appli-
ances. Tel: 080-691 2428.

DWF HOME SERVICES
Built-in bars, counters,

pools, kitchens, ponds, etc.
Contact: K. Noi. Tel: 081-

606 5746. Email:
DWF_homeservices

@hotmail.com

THE HEIGHTS
KATA BEACH

Great rent for great tenant. 5-
star luxury living. Panoramic
ocean view. Massive deck.
Amazing pool. Gym. 2 bed-
rooms, 170sqm. May 10 - Aug
15. Price: 65,000 baht / month.
Dates negotiable. Contact
Lillian. Tel: 083-833 6863  (En-
glish). Email: lilliancornell8@
hotmail.com

2-BEDROOM HOUSE
FOR RENT

Aircon, 80 channels, 2 baths,
furnished, laundry. 12,000 baht
per month, from May to 1 Sep-
tember. Tel: 087-280 1721. Email:
jessicaphuket@gmail.com

RENT EXEC 1BR
CONDO PATONG

Swimming pool, Patong
Beach, Phuket Villa 1 bed.
10,000 baht per week, 25,000
per month. Security deposit re-
quired. Tel: 076-344405, 087-
173 1773 (English). Email:
seanthepilot@hotmail.com
www.seabluephuket.com/
condo_rentals

PATONG LUXURY
At a very quiet place. 60sqm
apartment with jacuzzi. Daily rent
from 2,500 baht. Monthly rent:
35,000 baht. 4 minutes' walk to
beach, 2 minutes to entertain-
ment venues. Tel: 081-894 8446.
Email: sfrkata@hotmail.com
See: www.banglasuites.com

HOUSE OR
APARTMENT

Three-bed house or apartment
wanted at Laguna. Prefer golf
frontage but will consider all
others in or near Laguna. Email:
Texasselah@hotmail.com

RENTAL VILLA WANTED
Family looking for a long
term, fully furnished, modern
villa to rent, within 15 mins of
PIA School in Thalang. Must
be child friendly as we have 3
young ones and 2 small
poodles. Needed by June 1.
Tel: 084-877 3566. Email:
sherin.peace@gmail.com

POOL VILLA WANTED
We are looking for investors
from Sweden for pool villas
with 2-3 bedrooms in Rawai.
Price: from 5 to 10 million
baht. For futher details, please
send email to offers. Email:
s a l e s @ c h o k e c h a i p ro
perty.com

HOUSE IN RAWAI /
NAI HARN

Looking for a house/villa in
this area on plot of 400+ sqm,
ideally 600. Paying up to 7.5
million baht. If it needs reno-
vation, that is okay, depending
on size and location. Needs to
be close to a concrete road.
Email: patrick@mancity.net

50-100 RAI,
50 YEAR LEASE

For horse business, Phuket,
Krabi, Phang Nga. Qualifies
under the new zoning restric-
tions as recreation and/or ag-
riculture. Bi-annual payment
ONLY. Commercial 50-year
lease. Developers: Add Incen-
tive with first-class horse riding
facility. Tel: 084-842 4581. Or
send email: christyKSweet
@gmail.com

1-BED APT AT SURIN
BEACH

15,000 baht per month only,
plus electricity. 50 sqm. Fully
furnished, satellite TV, intern,
pool. Great restaurant. Tel:
083-280 9100 (English),  086-
746 4012  (Thai). Email:
johanhultner@me.com For fur-
ther details, please see our
website at www.suringate.com

LUXURY APARTMENT
IN PATONG

Fully furnished with swim-
ming pool and daily maid ser-
vice. Tel: 081-894 4730 (En-
glish & Thai), 081-892 5983
(Thai). Fax: 076-292149.
Email: mori@phuket.ksc.co.th
For further details, please see our
website at www.nanaivilla.com

3-BEDROOM HOUSE
WITH POOL

Beautiful, fully furnished 3-bed-
room house with a private pool.
Located in a secluded area
which is quiet and safe. In-
cludes a car port, dining area,
aircon in all rooms. It is a great
family home for excellent
value. Long-term rentals are
preferred. Price: 50,000 baht
per month. Contact Khun Gai
as above for more information.
Tel: 081-734 4324. Email:
ian.taylor.woodward@
hotmail.com

RAWAI HOUSE
Two floors, two bedrooms,
one aircon. Good condition
in a friendly area. 9,000 baht
per month. Must see. Tel:
089-592 8905  (English &
Thai). Email: wbramley2000
@yahoo.co.uk

HOUSE WITH POOL
ONLY 13,000

New, fully furnished with
aircon, free cable TV & WiFi.
Ready to move in now. Tel:
089-475 1200  (English &
Thai). Email: info@welcome-
inn.com

BRIGHT APTS
CHALONG

Serviced studio apartments
now available. Rates from
9,000 baht/month. Includes
maid services, internet, TV, full
furnishings. and a rooftop pool.
Great location near Big Bud-
dha. For more information,
please contact. Tel: 086-282
6221. Email: info@chalonga
partment.com Website:
www.chalongapartment.com

POOL HOUSE
NAI HARN

Three bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 3
aircon units, furniture, TV and
parking space. April - November
low season price: 20,000 baht per
month, including the garden, pool
and internet. Please contact
Frank for more information. You
can also phone the home num-
ber abroad: 0049 7119141325.
Tel: 085-478 8010  (English).
Email: c9000@gmx.de

LARGE BEAUTIFUL
APARTMENTS

Large beautiful apartments for
3-4 people, available for short
and long-term rentals with low
prices. Tel: 076-342800, 081-
810 4900  (English & Thai).
Fax: 076-342800 or email to:
lucianofash@yahoo.com For
further details, please see our
website at www.evergreen-
lodge.com

PATONG TOWNHOUSE
Nanai Road Soi 9 hillside. 2 bed-
rooms fully furnished with WiFi
and cable TV. Price: 20,000 baht/
month long term. Tel: 081-270
5374  (English & Thai). Email:
alex@alexmalcolm.com

LOFT STYLE KATHU
Large, secure, quiet and cen-
tral. Price: 12,000 baht/
month, long term only. Tel:
086-664 5575  (English).
Email: hkmsn@yahoo.com

 NANAI PATONG
APARTMENTS

Nanai 2 and Nanai 9. Two-
bed townhouse, 20,000
baht per month. One-bed
apartment, 12,000 baht per
month. Fully furnished, WiFi,
TV. Tel: 081-270 5374. Email:
orcella@orcella.com

HOUSE NEAR
CHALONG

Fully furnished house with 2-bed,
2 bath. Long-term rent (min 1
year): 15,000 baht per month.
Tel: 087-026 1362. Email:
cjitsomboon @hotmail.com

PATONG SEA VIEW
With kitchen and DVD/cable.
Rent: 800 baht per day, or
15,000 baht per month. Tel:
089-532 7708.

Looking for land to buy?
See more classified ads at www.phuketgazette.net

NEED HOUSE
WITH POOL

We are looking to rent a house
for one year starting June 15.
If you have a house that is not
available until July or August,
we would still consider. Please
email pictures and details.
Email: wj7891@gmail.com

LONG-TERM WANTED
Seeking long-term. 1-bedroom
rental in Kata-Karon area. For
mature resident. Photos and
description would be most
appreciated. Email: ethanben
jamini@yahoo.com

HOUSE FOR RENT
Single person with small pet
looking to rent furnished pri-
vate house. 10,000-15,000
baht per month. For more in-
formation. Please send email:
st rawber ry f i e l d s 7 4 7 @
gmail.com

2-BED HOUSE NEAR
PATONG

with an enclosed garden.
Within a half-hour walk of
Patong, preferably in a quiet
area for under 8,000 baht.
Must a l low pets . Email:
laurataylor83@hotmail.com

ACCOMMODATION
IN PATONG

I am looking for either a 1-
bedroom apartment, villa or
condo in Patong for the
months of August and Sep-
tember 2011. This is low
season so we are looking
for the best price. Email:
dianz_p@hotmail.com

VILLA IN PHUKET
AUGUST

Looking for accommodation in
Phuket for 2 weeks from around
August 9 (4 adults and 3 chil-
dren - 4 bedrooms). Ideally a villa
with pool. Email with info, pho-
tos and prices. Thanks. Email:
lallenthai@yahoo.co.uk

CHEAP NEW
FURNITURE SET

– Lamp: 3,000 baht
– Coffee table: 3,000 baht
– Sofa bed: 3,500 baht
Or buy all 3 items together for
just 8,000 baht. Tel: 087-881
8075. Email: harrison@win
dowslive.com

READY TO BUILT
Construction, renovation,
eletrics, awning, shop fitting.
Tel: 089-068 9902.

Classified ads are charged per line. Each line is 120 baht,

with a minimum of 4 lines (heading included) per ad.

All advertising must be paid for in advance.

Deadline for Property Gazette page: Friday 3 pm.

Deadline for all other ads: Saturday 12 noon.

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_| (heading)

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

Classified Advertisements

Please use this form to write your classified advertisement.

Then hand it to any of our agents.
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GENTLEMAN'S
DINGHY 4.5M

Formerly sailing boat and
yacht tender. Glass over ply
bottom with tongue and
groove redwood top. Suzuki
5Hp 4 -stroke. Spruce mast,
boom and rudder. 3 sails.
Price: 150,000 baht + 20,000
for trailer. Tel: 074-442170,
089-466 1130  (English &
Thai),  081-896 9319  (En-
glish). Email: pygmysperm
whale@yahoo.com

SOLUTIONS TO
THIS WEEK’S

PUZZLES

Crossword puzzle:

YACHT TENDER /
NOVURANIA

Yacht Tender/Novurania 430DL,
50hp Tohatsu, full options plus
trailer. 299,000 baht or trade.
Tel: 081-003 6902. Email:
contact@purist.biz

PETERSON DYNAMIC
77 SAILBOAT

Swedish built 1980. 7.7 meters
long. Sturdy boat on sturdy
trailer. Needs some work but
basics to sail are there. Thai
registered. Price: 210,000
baht as is. Tel: 087-273 1647
(English). Email: cindyshaw7
@gmail.com

PERCEPTION KAYAK
Touring sea kayak. Original
owner, USA import. 17' long,
63 pounds. Good for begin-
ners or advanced. Two avail-
able. Tel: 089-999 7597.
Email: doc@russbo.com
For further details, please
see my website at http://
classifieds.russbo.com

55-FOOT CATAMARAN
6 double cabins, 105sqm.
Sails. Built 2010 in composite.
Price: 1.4 million baht o.n.o.
Tel: 087-461 8089.

16M KETCH SAILING
YACHT

Cutter Ketch rigged, center
cockp i t , fu l l y equ ipped
VanderStad sailing yacht for
sale. Tel: 081-842 3961, 087-
276 7997. Email: gj.bijlsma@
gmail.com For further details,
please see our website at:
www.phuketbutler.com/node/
1238

NEW BAYLINER 255
CRUISER

2011 Bayliner Cruiser for sale
from an authorized dealer.
Only one unit. Price only 3.9
million baht. Tel: 081-754
7599. Email: csutivas@
hotmail.com For further de-
tails, please see our
website: www.mfjetski.com

URGENT SALE
2 MILLION BAHT

2010 Speedboat for sale.
35ft, fiberglass, 2x250,with
Suzuki 4-stoke engine, all
navigation systems, VHS,
fully equipped for diving and
fishing. Tel: 083-636 1758.

LIVEABOARD
Liveaboard 6x20 meter. 8 private
cabins. Renovated October
2010. Price: 2.8 million baht.
Email: info@aidcdive.com
Website at: www.aidcdive.com

BAYLINER FROM
1.1M NOW 595,000

18.5ft, 130Hp, in/outboard.
New price: 1.1 million baht.
Now: 595,000 baht. Tel:
081-788 8280. Email:
maurice.phuket@gmail.com

ANGLER 2,600CC
SPORTFISHING

Nice 26ft American sport fishing
boat 2x225 4-stroke outboards.
Tel: 085-691 1837 (English).
Email: mangeolsson@hotmail.
com

46FT OFFSHORE
CRUISER-RACER

for sale. Please contact  to Khun
Gerrit for more information. Tel:
081-842 3961, 087-276 7997.
Email: gj.bijlsma @gmail.com
Website at: www.phuketbutler.
com/node/1544

15HP YAMAHA
OUTBOARD

Old, not used for the past 2
years, was running before
that. Price: 9,500 baht. Tel:
083-388 3145 (English).
Email: sy.tombatu@gmail.
com

YAMAHA  JET SKI
Cruiser VX. Safe and new, with
only 14 months of use. Has
warranty. In excellent condi-
tion: only owner has used it. 90
hoursreels.Price: 350,000
baht. Tel: 089-819 9650.
Email: pierrekojfer@yahoo.fr

VAN DE STADT 38'
YACHT

Ashore at Langkawi Port,
due for inspection in March.
Photos and spec on re-
quest. Price: US$45,000.
Tel: +60-125-531 4030 (En-
glish). Email: brianralph
goodwin@yahoo.com

URGENT:
BOAT FOR SALE

American speedboat. Year:
2005. Donzi-38-ZSF (Florida-
Miami), 3 Verado 275CV.
Slightly used. Maximum
speed: 50 knots. Full op-
tions. TUNA power. Better
than the original, lots of im-
provement made by owner.
Ready to navigate. Available
at Ao Po Grand Marina, berth
no. S13. Free tackles. Origi-
nal price on arrival in Phuket:
more than US$400,000.
Special price now: $198,000
or 5.99 million baht. Sold di-
rectly by owner. Call Alain.
Tel: 081-8935270 (French),
089-970 2121 (English &
Thai). Email: mrdupouy
@yahoo.fr

MOTORSAILER

33’ Ketch. 2 Cabins + Sa-
loon. Sailed single-handed
from UK. New paint and
varnish. Radar, VHF, Depth,
GPS, Autohelm. Economi-
cal 95hp diesel. New bat-
teries and electrics. Many
new parts. Bluewater
cruiser. Price 1.7 million
baht (negotiable). Tel: 081-
968 1437. Email: bobed
ward1@hotmail.com
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Looking for a job?
Looking for a better candidate?

Find more Recruitment Classifieds at www.PhuketGazette.Net!

TEACHER WANTED
QSI Phuket has a vacancy for
an experienced and qualified
PE teacher/sports coach.
Schedule: 9am - 5.15pm and
occasional weekends. Require-
ments: native English teacher
with BA, certification, experi-
ence and demonstrable abilities
to motivate students and work
with other schools in Phuket.
Write to alan-siporin@qsi.org
and lbfhaber@aol.com

TEACHER WANTED
QSI Phuket has a vacancy for
the position of teacher. For
childs 5-6 years old. Require-
ments: native English speaker
with BA in education, proper
certification and experience.
This is not an ESL position.
Write to alan-siporin@qsi.org
and lbfhaber@aol.com

OFFICE ASSISTANT
& PROPERTY RENTALS
Wanted. Outgoing and polite,
with excellent work ethics and
good English. Full training pro-
vided for real estate activities.
Experience in Office systems,
filing and emailing is a must.
Own transport required with
driving license. Office outside
Laguna. Good benefits and
work environment. Email:
info@phuketrealty.net

BOAT TECHNICIAN
WANTED

for new catamaran. Respon-
sible for all maintenance. Must
be able to sail, swim, dive and
drive dinghy. Will be a long
time out of Thailand. English
necessary. Starting Septem-
ber. Email: sh@vetliner.com

BARISTA
& CHEF PASTRY

in cafe bar. Wanted in Phuket
Town
- Good salary
- Must have at least 2 years'
experience
- Aged between 20 and 45
- Start immediately
Tel: 089-866 6003, 081-979
7811. Email: tanya_eyu@
hotmail.com

COOK / CHEF WANTED
Cook wanted for a private
house in Surin. Must have
good spoken English and a
driving license. Good salary
and benefits. Please contact
Chitchamon for more infor-
mation. Tel: 086-282 9449
(English & Thai). Send email:
ct.trakarn@gmail.com

OFFICE SECRETARY
Real estate agency requires
an office secretary. Experi-
ence is a plus. Tel: 076-
384664, 087-898 8647  (En-
glish). Fax: 076-384665.
Email: mundo@ayudhya.net

DETOX / YOGA
CONSULTANT

Atsumi healing are looking for
a Thai National to work full
time in our detox department
and teach yoga. Must have
excellent verbal and written
English skills. Degree and
yoga certification an advan-
tage. Tel: 084-051 7455, 086-
905 2947 (Thai). Email resume
to shell@atsumihealing.com

MAID AND GARDENER
(THAI)

Wanted, with hotel experience
for farang-owned house in
Rawai. Tel: 081-797 7898.

HOUSE MANAGER
for single businessman living at
RPM. Good English required.
Tel: 089-054 4354.

DETOX WELLNESS
MANAGER

Seeked by Samui detox
resort.Tel: 088-491 1462
(English). Please send
CV via email: fasthealing@
yahoo.com

RUSSIAN SPEAKER
WANTED

Food supply company is looking
for a Thai national with good
Russian language skills to be
manager. Tel: 089-054 4176.

PATTERN MAKER/
TAILOR

Experienced clever pattern
maker. Part time or consult-
ing for simple designs. Tel:
076-383681, 087-380 0525
(English & Thai). Email:
boxergirl@boxergirl.net

SALES MANGER
A reputable tourist magazine is
looking for an advertising man-
ager.
- 28-40 years old. Male or fe-
male
- Good personality
Applicants should have relevant
experience and be able to
speak English. Send resume to
ajapply@yahoo.com

YACHT SALES
EXECUTIVE

Requirements: Experi-
ence as luxury motoryacht
sales executive of over 3
years, fluent in English,
and any other languages,
excellent computer and
communication skills,
knowledge about luxury
motoryachts, engineerings,
maintenance, etc. Tel: 081-
979 9911. Email:  vrit@boat
lagoonyachting.co.th For
further details, please see our
website at www.boatlagoon
yachting.co.th

50,000 BAHT
PER MONTH

For low season we need En-
glish-speaking marketing per-
sonal. Work permit and visas
are provided. Tel: 081-607
3434. Email for more info:
marcjonker_69@hotmail.com

KINDERGARTEN
TEACHER NEEDED

Female teacher needed to
teach 3-5 year olds. Native
speakers only. Love for children
and dedication is a must. Tel:
076-521550, 084-847 0732.
Email: intlicense@yahoo.com

HEADSTART
INTERNATIONAL

SCHOOL
We are seeking qualified, dedi-
cated and caring teachers to
fill the following positions by
August 1: Foundation, Pri-
mary, PE, English, ICT, Busi-
ness Studies, French and
Thai. Tel: 076-612876. Fax:
076-612877. Email: school@
headstartphuket.com
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Gazette Online Classif ieds –
10,000 readers every day!

SALES &
MARKETING
EXECUTIVE

Requirements: Experi-
ence as sales & marketing
executive of luxury high-
end products of over
4 years (ideally in Phuket),
fluent in English, and any
other languages, excellent
computer, communication
and social skills, PR &
marketing knowledge and
skills, knowledge of luxury
yachts and islands around
Phuket, boating industry
and lifestyle would be help-
ful. Tel: 081-979 9911.
Email: vrit@boatlagoon
yachting.co.th For further
details, please see our
website at www.boatlagoon
yachting.co.th

ADMIN + LITTLE
ACCOUNTS

Young Thai female, good at
English. Must be able to with-
hold fax forms and use micro-
soft office. Three months trial
period. Salary 12,000 baht per
month. Tel: 076-271315, 081-
895 6267. Fax: 076-271316.
Send a CV and picture to
Email: joinourcampany@
gmail.com

 RECEPTIONIST/
FRONT DESK

Salary 9,000 baht per month.
Thai female, English speaking,
hotel experience. Tel: 076-
344701, 085-523 1772  (En-
glish). Fax: 076-344488. Email:
info@patongsubinn.com

KINDERGARTEN
TEACHER WANTED

Female, native English teacher for
4 kids, 3-5 years old, on a 4-month
contract. Salary 40,000 baht per
month. Tel: 081-343 0777.

TELEPHONE SEVICE
We are seeking to hire a Thai
woman for our phone customer
service. High salary. Send re-
sume to vorike3@gmail.com

SALE EXECUTIVE
NEEDED

Sale Executive needed ur-
gently in Phuket Town. Qualifi
-cations: Aged between 25-45
years, male or female. Good
command of English in writing
and speaking skills. Minimum 2
years of experience as sales of-
ficer, any construction experi-
ence will be considered favorably.
Salary: 8,500-12,000 baht not in-
cluding commission. Email:
phuketimperial@yahoo.com
www.phuket -s ta in less-
service.com

 BOAT REFIT PROJECT
MANAGER

Hands-on, good organizational
skills, team player. Duration 2
to 3 months. Tel: 081-270
9006 (Eng l i sh ) . Ema i l :
ulrichkuhl@gmail.com

CUSTOMER SUPPORT
WANTED

We are the leading travel
agency in Phuket. We cur-
rently want to fill 2 positions
for customer support. Start-
ing salary ranging from
12,000-15,000 baht. Please
contact for more additional
details. Tel: 076-367120,
086-950 6945. Or send email
: korphong@hotmail.com

ADMIN CHERNG TALAY
Young Thai female, good En-
glish. Must be able to do with-
hold fax forms & use Microsoft
Office. 3-month trial period. Sal-
ary 12,500 baht per month.
Send CV & pic by email.  Email:
patsypalm@hotmail.com

NATIVE ENGLISH
TEACHER

Female Caucasian to teach
class of 10-12 children, 3-7
y e a r s o l d . L o c a t e d i n
Chalong. Work hours: Mon-
Fri (8am-4pm). Start immedi-
ate. Tel: 080-624 7060. Email:
phuketpreschool @yahoo.com

PHP PROGRAMMER
Wanted for full-time position in
Chalong. Good salary. Tel:
084-628 2629. Send resume to
gianni@ictned.eu

ADMIN STAFF WANTED
Admin staff required by real
estate agent in the Laguna
area. Must be Thai national,
female and have some expe-
rience in admin and ac-
counts. Must also live locally.
Good salary and immediate
start. Please contact for
futher detai ls . Tel : 076-
271315, 081-895 6267 (En-
glish). Email: info@phuket-
landandhomes.com

OFFICE SECRETARY
We are seeking an energetic
and proactive full-time office
secretary/administrative assis-
tant. Candidates must have
good English and computer
skills. Tel: 086-004 3008. Email:
angius@villasuksan.com

HOTEL POSITIONS
AVAILABLE

- Engineer
Salary 9,000 to 10,000 baht
per month plus service
charge. Working hours
from 8am to 8pm - Work 5
days with 2 days off - Must
be skilled in electrical,
plumbing systems &
wood work - Position avail-
able now. Must be a Thai
national, fluent in English.
- Bartender/Receptionist
Salary 8,000 to 9,000 baht
per month plus service
charge & commission.
Must have front desk expe-
rience - Shifts alter from
morning, afternoon and
evening. Must have knowl-
edge in making drinks &
bar beverages, and be
friendly and outgoing with
guests. Must speak and
understand English. Posi-
tion available now.

Tel: 076-333222. Or send
email: sales@ccblooms
hotel.com
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COFFEE MACHINE
PROFESSIONAL

1 group new. Price: 55,000
baht. Contact Bruno. Tel:
080-525 5805. Email:
bru05no@gmail.com

SECONDHAND
TREADMILL

Secondhand treadmill for
10,000 baht. Please call Garry.
Tel: 087-889 9064. Email:
jholden@hotmail.com

JACUZZI FOR SALE
Mobile spa in good condition,
used only for 1 year. Price:
70,000 baht. Tel: 081-667 1637
(English & Thai).

MOVING! ITEMS
FOR SALE

- Electrolux Coffee Machine,
auto-drip coffee (includes fil-
ters): 500 baht
- Hanabashi Electric Stovetop
Cooker: 500 baht
- Royal Phuket Marina Health
Club one month membership:
6,000 baht value, open to any
offers!
Tel: 082-804 5506. Email:
brettsouth@gmail.com

WASHING MACHINE
2,000 BAHT

Washing machine: 5kg, front
loader, hot water, 6 years old, for
2,000 baht. It works. Call me
from 1pm to 6pm. You can see
it in Phuket Town and I have
pickup for delivery. Tel: 083-525
8914 (English & Thai). Email:
adihousedj@hotmail.com

P.O.S. SERVICE
FOR IPAD

GHBS POS is an iPad
based, affordable, simple-
to-use, web-based point of
sale (P.O.S.) solution with
Business Intelligence
(B.I.) features that make it
ideal for restaurants,
guesthouses, resorts, ho-
tels, bars, nightclubs and
country clubs. This service
will put your company on
cruise control. You can
start using this service to-
morrow for 1,900 baht per
month. Tel: 085-784 3043.
Email: prod ders@gmail.
com Website at: www.b-
structures.com

Bar &
Restaurant
Equipment

BABY STROLLER 3 IN 1
Baby stroller Chicco Cortina 3-
i n - 1 ( T r a v e l S y s t e m ) .
Pushchair+Carrycot+Car seat.
Best choice for active parents
and comfortable for infants.
Excellent condition! Used sev-
eral times, almost new. Still
under warranty, check bill,
manual, box. 12.500 baht only.
Tel: 083-102 0070. Email:
zeninmail@gmail.com

YOGA/DANCE CLASSES
Yoga, body conditioning and
dance classes offered by pro-
fessional dancer and yoga in-
structor. Private or group
classes offered either at your
home or at my home studio in
Nai Harn. Get fit, toned, have
fun and become inspired whilst
learning new skills taught with
individual care and professional
knowledge! Tel: 081-691 6458
(English). Email: yarisha29@
yahoo.com

NORWEGIANS
APART.COM

Annual get-together in Pattaya
on April 19 at 13.00. At Baan Nor-
way in Soi Norway. New mem-
bers are welcome. Khun Borge
at 087-085 1296,or Tarje at 086-
267 2161.

SPONSOR
a child. The Phuket

International Women’s
Club is a volunteer

organization raising
funds for educational

scholarships. We rely on
the goodwill of donors
and sponsors – small
and large. If you would
like to put something

back into the community
in which you live, contact
us to find out more about
giving a prize or being a
sponsor. Please call K.

Carol (Tel: 087-417 8860)
or K. Sue (Tel: 087-277

6948). Or email: info
@phuketiwc.com

RESTAURANT IN KATA
Fully equipped kitchen, with
new fridges, freezers, TV, DVD
player etc. Includes bedroom.
Sitting area: 40+. Price:
530,000 baht. Rent: 8,000 baht
per month. No key money or
yearly payment. 3 + 3 year
contract. Must view. Tel: 081-
891 9461.

BAR BANGLA ROAD
Soi Tiger. 1.6 million baht. Tel:
082-810 9670.

FREE RENT UNTIL 2012
Busy Chalong restaurant.
Well equipped and fully fur-
nished. Price 280,000 baht,
No key money. Tel: 087-852
2057 (English & Thai). Email:
palmbua.siam@live.ca

MASSAGE SHOP
On Nanai Rd, next to Seeka
Resort. Fully equipped with 3
floors. Ready-to-run business.
Price: 270,000 baht. Tel: 087-
213 9117, 083-593 3768.
Email: wctsurat@gmail.com

UNIQUE PLACE
IN RAWAI

Coffee shop, 300sqm, 40
seats, 3 bedrooms, kitchen,
fully furnished. Located on the
main road, great position. Tel:
081-968 5357 (English). Email:
mattiasqfuentes@gmail.com

SHOP FOR SALE
Patong Beach Road. 55sqm.
2 storeys. 2.5 million baht.
Tel: 081-956 1042. Website:
www.fish-spa-phuket.com

SALE OR RENT KATA
8-room guesthouse with WiFi
and restaurant 5 minutes' walk
from beach. With Chanote title.
One of the busiest guesthouses
in Phuket the last three years.
80% occupancy even low sea-
son. For further info, please call.
Tel: 081-894 8446. Email:
sfrkata@hotmail.com

ROOFTOP RESTAURANT
FOR RENT

On the top floor of Sinthavee
Hotel, Phuket Town. Conve-
nient for a restaurant or bar.
Also, a discotheque on the 2nd
floor (with license). Tel: 087-
270 9093. Email: a.pueng
@gmail.com

NEW MASSAGE AND
BEAUTY SHOP

For sale. At Patong. Fully
equipped, large modern mas-
sage parlor, hair salon and
beauty shop. Available for view-
ing. Tel: 086-281 8883.

BEAUTY & MASSAGE
SHOP

Large, fully equipped. Shop
behind Jungceylon on Patong.
Must see. Tel: 086-281 8883.

BIG KAMALA
RESTAURANT / BAR

Buy or lease now. Only
550,000 baht, reduced from
1.2 million baht. Tel: 082-807
2392. Email: tastyphuket@
gmail.com

PROJECTOR
Great for bar or disco. 1? years
old. Almost new, little used.
Price when new: 200,000 baht.
Selling for 30,000 baht. Tel: 089-
652 5664.

LAUNDRY SHOP
FOR SALE

280,000 baht at a good location
with a solid customer base.
Fully furnished. Includes 2 bed-
rooms. Tel: 086-115 2184.

PATONG BAR &
RESTAURANT

for sale. 231 Nanai Road. In-
cludes a small bedroom and a
bathroom with hot shower.
Fully furnished. Sale: 250,000
baht. Rent: 19,000 baht per
month. Tel: 085-477 5935.

SMALL APARTMENT
Offices and shop to rent. Near
Chalong Pier. Start from 3,500
baht per month. Tel: 084-943
3574.

BUSINESS OFFER
Monopol direct selling, invest-
ment with bank security, part-
nership (participation negotia-
tion) Email: profit_worldwide
@yahoo.de

PATONG SHOP
GOOD PLACE

Close to Jungceylon and
Banzaan market. Only 28,000
baht per month, plus deposit. Tel:
076-366225, 086-879 2874  (En-
glish). Email: smolny1@wp.pl

SHOP FOR RENT
At Soi Sansabai. Only 15,000
baht per month. 7 meters x 4
meters. Tel: 089-544 3555.
Email: farfar1979@hotmail.com

BAR ON BANGLA RD
Bar at front of Soi Gonzo. Key
money paid, 4-year lease.
Rent at 10,000 baht per month.
Tel: 088-440 9324 (English),
087-769 6229 (Thai). Email:
nightrelaxbar@hotmail.com
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Personal
Services

BAR FOR SALE
Top opportunity, directly on
Bangla Road. Excellent loca-
tion, perfect layout and mod-
ern design. All systems in
place, ready to go. Tel: 081-956
9903 (English & Thai). Email:
minaoka_nui@hotmail.com

TRENDY
RESTAURANT

FOR SALE
Brand-new running restau-
rant for sale in Patong. Pro-
fessional set up & design.
Outdoor patio. Located next
to famous Patong attrac-
tions. Great earning poten-
tial. Seats 100. All govern-
ment licenses in place.
Rent 120,000 baht per
month. Lease 3+3 years.
Owner relocating. Price: 10
million baht. Tel:  080-474
0444 (English), +971-50-
244 2441 (English). Email:
aahmed244@gmail.com

PORTABLE SITE OFFICE
6mx3mx2.5m with aircon. 4
windows, 1 door. In good con-
dition. For sale or rent. Tel: 089-
731 7699.

GUESTHOUSE AND
COFFEE SHOP

High-class coffee shop. Fully
equipped and furnished to a high
standard. 6-room guesthouse:
3 rooms with aircon and fully fur-
nished, 3 rooms partly furnished.
On a main road in Patong.
Cheap rent on a 3-year renew-
able lease. Tel: 088-168 8145
(English), 089-197 7438 (Thai).
Email: olay1@yahoo.com

BANGLA BARS
FOR SALE

Bar complex on Happy Rd,
Bangla for sale. Complete with
four bars. Unique details. Tel: 083-
391 2695 (English & Thai).
Email: info@7thheavenbar.com

MASSAGE FOR SALE
Nice, new, in good area. Tel: 089-
544 3555. Email: farfar1979
@hotmail.com

KARAOKE BAR
IN KATHU

Busy location. Fully staffed. 2
rooms, plus 2 staff rooms. Price:
170,000 baht. Tel: 087-993 8737.

COFFEE SHOP/
RESTAURANT

For rent or sale. Completely set
up, at very good location in
Kathu. Near attractions. Price:
450,000 baht. Or rent: 16,000 baht
per month. Tel: 087-271 1627.

MY THAI GUESTHOUSE
In a great location. Rat-U-Thit
Road, Aroonsom arcade. 16
rooms (12 of them with aircon), bar
and kitchen. 3 million baht. Con-
tact Colin. Tel: 083-388 4300.

Business
Products &
Services

GM CURTAIN

Sells curtains, upholstery,
and accessories domesti-
cally and internationally. We
offer design and an outdoor
service installation in all prov-
inces around the country.
We also give advice on the se-
lection of material, equipment
and all types of installation
work by a well-experienced
and capable team. Curtains,
sofa clothes, roller blinds,
wallpapers, accessories. Ad-
dress: 128/124 Topland
(Radsada) Prachautid Rd.,
Muang Phuket. Tel: 076-
610072, 081-891 8148. Fax:
076-610073.

RAINBOW  ICE CREAM
Fruit sherbet ice cream bars.
Safe, made to GMP standards,
the Halal standard and OTOP
products. 15 flavors to choose
from, such as Strawberry, Durian,
Mango, Chocolate, etc. Retail -
Wholesale - Delivery. Great for
ceremonies, birthday parties, and
many other types of gatherings.
Tel: 086-191 6335 (Thai), 084-119
4094 (English & Thai). Email:
ditsararat@yahoo.com

SIGN/ MEDIA/
ADVERTISING

Please contact K.Pu 086-
698 6544. Email: iamton
tan@hotmail.com

TRAMPOLINES
For large trampolines at the best
prices. For a surcharge of 950
baht, we deliver to your front door
in Phuket in 4-5 days. Email us or
call: 087-707 9461 (Sukanya),
081-720 6462 (Herve). Email:
s u k a n y a @ t r a m p o l i n e t
hailand.com Website: www.tram
polinethailand.com

MARTIAL ARTS
Chinese Wu Shu Kung Fu
marital arts tricks for kids. Con-
tact AJ. Tel: 082-590 8018.

Computers
BUDS NURSERY
KINDERGARTEN
Phuket oldest bi-

lingual international
child care facility. High

quality time proven
schedule and curricu-

lum. Experienced
native English teachers

to teach ages 1� -6.
Mon-Fri 8am - 5pm.
Bus service available
from Patong, Karon,
Kata, Phuket, Rawai
and Chalong. Please

contact for more
information. Tel: 076-

282 232, 080-624
7060. Please see our
website at: www.buds-

phuket.com

PRINTER &
SCANNER

HP color laser jet 2550
RAM, 64 MB; and Canon-
CanoScan 4400F. Both in
new condition, rarely used.
Quick sale for best offer.
Tel: 076-219061. Email:
jairak@phuket.ksc.co.th

CHEAP PC
Only 3,000 baht. Perfect
for web surfing, email,
Skype, etc. Ready to use.
Email for details. Tel: 089-
908 7350 (English). Email:
jacek_fi@hotmail.com

PHUKET FUNERALS
For complete Western funeral
arrangements and services in
the event of the death of a loved
one. Tel: 086-981 6169 (English).
Email: info@phuketfunerals.org
For further details, please see
our website at: www.phuket
funerals.org

PRIVATE THAI LESSON
Learn to speak, write, read and
practice tone with an experi-
enced teacher. Tel: 086-298
7981.

MASSAGE AT HOME
Thai massage for 250 baht per
hour. Areas: Rawai, Nai Harn,
Chalong, Phuket Town. Tel:
080-691 2428.

Surfboard

LEARN THAI AT HOME
Charming Thai lady teacher
gives Thai lessons at your
home. English cooking. Full
course with conversation prac-
tice and home study material.
Beginners or more advanced.
Tel: 081-797 1497. Email:
teacherjoy_phuket@hotmail.com

FREELANCE
PHOTOGRAPHER

Make a difference to your
images
- Pre-wedding
- Wedding
- Portrait
- Family memories
- Party
- Events
Contact : Tingnoi 081-

606 5746.
www.facebook.com/

tingnoidwf
tingnoidwf.multiply.com

SUP PADDLE BOARD
11ft Jimmy Lewis. All around
with paddle and leash. Price:
29,000 baht. Tel: 087-209
5174.
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Saloon Cars Rentals

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_| (heading)

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

Please use this form to write your classified advertisement.

Classified ads are charged per line. Each line is 120 baht,
with a minimum of 4 lines (heading included) per ad.

All advertising must be paid for in advance.

WWWWWheelsheelsheelsheelsheels & MMMMMotorsotorsotorsotorsotors

Motorbikes4 x 4s

Pick ups

PEUGEOT 505 – CHEAP
In top condition. 125,000km,
new tires, no rust, new tax and
insurance. Price: 55,000 baht.
Tel: 083-968 3660. Email:
jefdejong@hotmail.com

TOYOTA VIOS E 2008
SALE/RENT

Price: 125,000 baht. Financ-
ing possible at 9,300 baht/
month. Condition like new.
Rent 18,000 baht/month, long
term. Bike 3,000 baht/month.
Tel: 089-008 5801. Email:
anticha_oil@hotmail.com

2010 TOYOTA VIOS
1.5G

Automatic, limited edition.
10,000km. White and black
leather seats. Price: 614,000
baht. Please contact for more
additional details. Tel: 081-
612 4187. Email: nicolaas5
@yahoo.com

2005 BMW 323I
Silver. 90,000km. Expat
owner. In good condition, with
service records. Price: 1 mil-
lion baht. Tel: 086-272 2810.

TOYOTA HILUX
VIGO 4DR 4WD

Automatic, 5,000km, genu-
ine. Pristine condition. One
owner from new. Leather
seats, tinted windows, 4
sensors, sat-nav, 3L diesel,
MP3 player. 750,000 baht
o.n.o. Tel: 082-286 5171,
087-078 6379  (English &
Thai). Email: nanaisauna
@yahoo.com

ISUZU D-MAX CAB4
4X4 AT

Isuzu D-Max Cab4 LS 4x4
Nov'09 (2010 Model). Auto-
matic, 3.0Ddi VGS Turbo, full
options: navigation, reverse
camera, Lenso wheels. 19,000
km, Asking price: 790,000
baht. Tel: 087-278 7427. Email:
maxberent@mac.com

KAWASAKI 650
TRIPLE

Model ER 6N. Clean bike in
excellent condition. 2009
with only 2,500km. Price:
180,000 baht. Tel: 081-083
0024 (English & Thai).
Email: paul.t.dyer@conoco
phillips.com

BRAND NEW CAR
FOR RENT

Honda Jazz. Top sport model,
with first class insurance and
delivery service. Rent: 7,000
baht per week. Long-term rate
available. Tel: 081-343 0777.

FORTUNER FOR RENT
New Toyota Fortuner. 4-wheel
drive. Black. 7 seats, with first
class insurance and delivery
service. Rent: 12,000 baht per
week, or 34,000 baht per
month. Tel: 081-343 0777.

ISUZU D MAX
FOR RENT

Automatic, top model, with 4-
wheel drive. For short- and long-
term rent with first-class insur-
ance. Tel: 089-971 5664.

NEW VIOS FOR RENT
Comes with first class insur-
ance. Special rate for long term
rental. Tel: 083-690 9159, 086-
476 9598 (English & Thai).
Email: sornin_s@yahoo.com

 A1 CAR RENTALS

Fully insured. 12,000 to
20,000 baht per month.
Tel: 089-831 4703. Email:
a1carrent@gmail.com

2005 MITSUBISHI
EVO 9 MR

Imported from Japan.
Price: 1.55 million baht.
- 2005 Mitsubishi Evo 9.
Price: 1.35 million baht.
Tel: 087-589 5784. Email:
okika_j@hotmail.com

VW PASSAT GL 1996
Automatic. 110,000km. With
aircon, central locking, and
ewindows. Fully serviced.
Drives well. Quick sell for
135,000 baht. Contact Max.
Tel: 084-187 4560.

CHEAP CAR:
 59,900 BAHT

1994 Hyundai Excel. New:
Battery, clutch, brake pads,
insurance. Tel:  082-412 7100.
Email: chrys077@hot.ee

 2007 SILVER
HONDA JAZZ

Excellent condition. Low
Mileage. Must sell before 10
May 2011. Price: 450,000
baht or highest offer. Tel: 083-
831 5047 (English). Email:
vking83@hotmail.com

 MERCEDES BENZ
300E

In best condition, fully recorded
service from 1991 till now. Tel:
080-060 1990  (English). Email:
tdsamui@gmail.com

VOLVO V40
Year 2002, single owner, well
serviced, blue color, accident
free. Engine and car in very
good condition. Tel: 02-662
2447, 081-638 6757. Email:
paololaschet@gmail.com

NISSAN 250XY V6
Top of the range. 2010
model. Automatic, with GPS
and rear camera. Only
18,000km. In very good con-
dition. Price: 1.39 million
baht. Tel: 086-278 0007.

MAZDA 323 FOR SALE
1997. 150,000km. 1.8 engine.
5 doors. In good condition, ac-
cident free. Price: 160,000 baht.
Tel: 081-667 1637.

COLLECTION’S CAR
FOR SALE

1950 Fiat coupe as seen at
Phuket car show. Asking
price: 400,000 baht nett. Tel:
076-248988, 081-273 9227.
Email: danpov@hotmail.com

TOYOTA VIOS 1.5G
A/T LIMITED

Save 100,000 baht on 10-month-
old car with 8,000km 2010. White
and black leather seats.  Price:
614,000 baht. Tel: 081-612 4187.
Email: Nicolaas5@yahoo.com

HONDA CITY
1997, 155,000km, automatic,
CD-player, good condition.
Price: 180,000 baht. Tel: 081-
271 8635  (English & Thai).

HONDA CITY

Type Z, 2001. 104,000km.
CD. Price: 230,000 baht.
Please call Mem. Tel:
081-979 3900.

NISSAN NAVARA-2007
4 doors. In excellent condi-
tion. Expat owned, with full
service history. Price: 435,000
baht. Tel: 080-745 1333.
Email: coxo33@hotmail.com

TOYOTA VIGO 4X2
Top of the range. 3 years old.
86,000km. Automatic, with
many extras. Price: 590,000
baht, o.n.o. Tel: 087-276 0529.

TOYOTA VIGO 3.0
Top model. 2-door x-cab.
In perfect condition. Low
kms. No accident. Full
service history. Quick sell
for 539,000 baht. Tel: 086-
950 7788.

HONDA CRV LOW KMS
2003. Silver. With leather
seats, new tyres and battery.
Price: 480,000 baht. Tel: 085-
691 1039.

1996 LAND ROVER
DISCOVERY

128,743km. Dependable. 4
WD, automatic, well main-
tained with all service records.
Excellent stereos. Expat best
offer. Tel: 087-981 0918.

RANGE ROVER HSM
1996

Engine head just reconditioned
by authorized dealer. Interiors
newly refurbished. Spring sus-
pensions (maintenence free).
Xenon headlight. Engine fully
checked and maintained. LPG
with "donut" tank from Italy (op-
tional). New Nakamichi HiFi.
Photo on request (car is green).
Tel: 02-662 2447, 081-638 6757.
Email: paololaschet@gmail.com

 2005 TOYOTA AVANZA
AUTO 1.3

Good condition, 69,000 miles,
any trial, full service history, full
insurance, 7-seater, new tyres
and suspension. TV, DVD, sur-
round sound. 360,000 baht o.n.o.
Tel: 087-265 8845  (Thai). Email:
johndevenport@hotmail.com HONDA PHANTOM

2 years old, 10,000km, good
condition. 65,000 baht. Tel:
084-899 3470  (English). Email:
hambuch@gmx.de

HONDA PC800
VTWIN

Pacific coast sport cruiser.
2004. 18,000kms. Price:
90,000 baht. VGC. Tel:
085-691 1039.

4 MOTORBIKES
FOR SALE

Yamaha Nouvo - 25,000
baht, Mio - 24,000 baht,
Honda Airblade 25,000 baht,
Suzuki Step - 22,000baht.
3-4 years old. Work perfectly
and serviced. Tel: 085-158
7638. Email: pierre_ham
mar@yahoo.se

2006 YAMAHA MIO
36,000 km, w/ books and helmet.
Runs perfectly. Price: 15,000 baht.
Tel: 085-882 9529  (English).
Email: h.feitsma@gmail.com

HONDA PHANTOM
Harley style, in excellent con-
dition. GR 8K. Price: 25,000
baht. Tel: 086-943 6716.

600 BAHT/DAY
OR 14,000 BAHT/

MONTH

Cars for rent at Rawai
beach. Proton, Yaris,
Aveo, with insurance and
delivery. Tel: 080-328 9986,
088-180 0351. Email:
phuket7@yahoo.com
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FC Phuket climb to fourth
PHUKET FC demolished Thai
Honda 6-1 at Surakul Stadium last
Sunday in a commanding perfor-
mance that propelled the team to
fourth place in Thai Division 1
with two games in hand.

But the victory was bitter-
sweet for the Southern Sea Kirin
with the news that forward
Thawin Butsombat’s season is
probably over after he sustained a
broken ankle.

Phuket opened the flood-gates
early with Nene Bi Tra Sylvestre
netting a header from close range
in the third minute.

Thai Honda responded with
some sustained pressure, and
Chaiphon Wangnukun’s attempted
strike from 22 yards glided just
over the crossbar.

The Kirin had a chance to make
it 2-0 in the 11th minute when
Thawin Butsombat made a run
down the left wing, supplying an
unmarked Kone Adama in the
penalty area, whose strike
deflected off defender Henri
Walter, into the side netting.

From there, Phuket managed to
constrain the visitors in midfield,
with the superb Thawin continu-
ing to pile on the pressure.

The forward’s efforts were to
be rewarded just before half-time,
when he struck the ball home from
inside the penalty area after Niran

Phanthong’s effort was deflected
into his path.

Unfortunately, a desperate
lunge from Henri Walter attempt-
ing to prevent Thawin’s strike,
connected with the FC Phuket
player’s foot and left him writh-
ing in agony.

Thawin was stretchered off
and taken to Bangkok Hospital,
where it was revealed that his
ankle was broken in two places.
A doctor said the recovery could

take six months, with Thawin
unlikely to make another appear-
ance for the Kirin this season.

The second half saw a ferocious
onslaught from the Kirin, even with
a Thai Honda consolation goal do-
ing little to halt the momentum.

Seven minutes in, Ivory Coast
midfielder Abdol Coulibaly put
FC Phuket up 3-0 after breaking
from the Thai Honda defense to
nod in a corner from Sarat Yuyen.

In the 62nd minute, a run by

Adama down the left wing ended
with a pass into the box which
found Korean midfielder Choi
Jaewon, who sneaked past a sleep-
ing Thai Honda defense to slot the
ball home from the penalty spot,
bringing the scoreline to 4-0.

It wasn’t to go entirely Phuket’s
way. Six minutes later, a Thai
Honda free kick from just off the
right corner spot found the head
of Isidon Lomtuakok, glancing
onto the crossbar.

Thai Honda’s Nana Yaw
Asamoah was first to react to the
rebound and his header beat FC
Phuket keeper Thirawat Pinpradap,
to put the score at 4-1.

That was the last of it for Thai
Honda, however, as Man of the
Match Adama ended the game
with a brace in the closing stages.

The first came at the 79th

minute, after midfielder Nithirot
Sokuma’s shot from well outside
the box was parried by Thai
Honda keeper Jirasak. Adama hit
the loose ball home to hoist FC
Phuket’s tally to five.

With one more goal, the match
ended shortly after with a deserved
scoreline of 6-1 for FC Phuket.

FC Phuket now sit in fourth
place in Division 1 with 17 points
and two games in hand. The
result of previous week’s aban-
doned match against Bangkok FC
is still awaiting a decision by the
Thai Premier League.

The Kirin are two points behind
Raj Pracha, who are eight points
behind leaders Buriram FC and
BBCU, both on 27 points.

On Sunday FC Phuket play 14th-
placed Customs United away,
with a chance to move into third
place if Raj Pracha lose away
to eighth-placed Songkhla on
Saturday.

– Phuket Gazette

IN FORM: FC Phuket striker Kone Adama (green) was on fire during last Sunday’s home match. Photo: Apinun Saithong
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Laguna vs Patong
final showdown

By Neil Quail and
Samaporn Janyanon

THE clash of legends on Phuket
is but six weeks away. In mid-
June, a team of former Thailand
internationals hope to turn back
the clock and take the game to a
potent force of illustrious former
Liverpool FC players.

One of the most celebrated
strikers ever to wear a ‘war
elephants’ shirt is Piyapong Pue
On. A national hero, he has repre-
sented Thailand on 129 occasions
between 1981 and 1999. With an
astonishing 103 goals, he still
holds the record as this country’s
most prolific scorer.

Piyapong has been given the
task of managing the Thailand team
which will challenge Liverpool FC
for the Prime Minister’s Cup on
June 13 in Bangkok and on June
18 in Phuket.

Proceeds from the charity
matches will go to support the
Youth Football Home foundation
in Thalang.

“I was asked to be player/man-
ager about three months ago and
it is a great honor to have this
responsibility,” said Piyapong.

“The games are for a great
cause, but I relish the opportunity
to play against this great team and
the players, I know, are very much
looking forward to the challenge,”
he said.

Piyapong, an active officer in
the Royal Thai Air Force, played
for their football team from 1977
to 1984, then served as their
manager from 1997 to 2008.

Scouted by South Korean K-
League team Lucky-Goldstar
Hwangso [now FC Seoul] in 1984,
Piyapong was such an inspiration
the club was crowned champions
in his first season. He scored 12

goals in 21 games, which also won
him the accolade of the league’s top
scorer – the first time a foreign
player had ever done so and a feat
unrepeated un-
til 1999.

“I come
from a genera-
tion of amateur
players. We
played with
much more
spirit than
those in the
modern game.
Nowadays the
players are
professional athletes. They can
analyze and compare  games and
playing techniques, which greatly
improves performance. It’s a dif-
ferent motivation when you play
for big salaries, as opposed to
playing just for the love of the
game,” Piyapong said.

The day after Piyapong’s Thai-
land team face Liverpool, the full
national squad were due to play
Bahrain with hopes of qualifying

for the 2012 London Olympics, but
have now been eliminated due to
fielding an allegedly illegal player.

“This is unfortunate. They had
a good chance to
go forward in the
competition. But
we are moving in
the right direction
and if the team’s
results and for-
tunes improve,
we should see a
big impact in
about four years,”
he said.

“Right now I
want to focus on the Liverpool
games. We are helping a worthy
cause so I won’t put too much
pressure on my players, but I ex-
pect a great game and look forward
to socializing with players and sup-
porters,” Piyapong said.

Kiatisak Senamuang, named as
player-coach for the two-game
rubber, is as much a household
name in Thailand as Piyapong.

Nicknamed “Zico”, he has been

Thailand football
legends gear up
for mighty clash

capped 130 times for Thailand, but
his goal tally ranges from 63 to
100 due to a conflict with FIFA
over international appearances.

He currently manages Big Bang
Chulalongkorn University FC, cur-
rently second place in Division 1
of the Thai League, two places
above FC Phuket.

Kiatisak’s playing career began
with Krung Thai Bank. From there
he had spells in Singapore and
Vietnam and one season in En-
gland with Huddersfield Town FC
under Steve Bruce.

“This not my first time facing
Liverpool. We drew 1-1 in 2009
and I exchanged my shirt with
Sami Hyypia after the game,” he
recalls.

“I hope many Thai people
come to the game. It would be a
great help to our team to have lots
of support when we play these
world-class players,” Kiatisak
said.

“Obviously we don’t have the
same abilities as when we were
younger, but given the chance I’ll

certainly try a few volley’s at goal
and we’re not short of a few tricks
either,” he said.

Asked for his response to the
Olympic qualifying debacle,
Kiatisak reflected the Thai play-
ers disappointment.

“This is a big mistake, but
we’re not sure where the prob-
lem stems from. The Asian
Football Confederation have
placed the blame on Thailand, but
they must look at their responsi-
bility in the matter. The team is
very upset, but are willing to get
involved to clear the issue,”
Kiatisak said.

“In the end, the Legends game
is for charity and we hope to pro-
vide entertainment for football
fans and raise awareness for this
cause,” Kiatisak added.

The Legends game kicks off on
June 18 at 6.30pm in aid of
Phuket’s Youth Football Home.

Ticket prices and availability will
be announced as soon as the
information becomes available.

THE MAN: Thai football legend Kiatisak Senamuang. Photo: Kom Chad Luek NATIONAL PLAYMAKER: Piyapong Pue On played for Thailand 129 times.

One of the most cel-
ebrated strikers ever to
wear a ‘war elephants’

shirt is Piyapong Pue On.
A national hero, he has

represented Thailand on
129 occasions between

1981 and 1999.
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THE Football Association of Thai-
land (FAT) are appealing Monday’s
disqualification of their national
team from the Asian Football
Confederation’s Pre-Olympic
Tournament.

The AFCs Disciplinary Commit-
tee cited the inclusion and fielding
of defender Sucharit Chanthakul in
Thailand’s game against Palestine
on February 23 at Suphachalasai
Stadium in Bangkok as the reason
for elimination.

According to the AFC, Sucharit
has not served a ban from a red card
received against Uzbekistan during
the 2008 Under-19 AFC Champi-
onship in Saudi Arabia.

FAT believe their appeal carries
weight based on two arguments.

Sucharit was in Thailand’s na-
tional squad in last year’s Asian
Games but was not capped. Not

War Elephants
out of Olympics

playing in the tournament will be
submitted as application of
Sucharit’s suspension.

Liability for the mistake may
rest with the AFC, according to
FAT. Match Commissioners
should be aware of eligible and
ineligible players. Verification of all
players and management names is
the responsibility of the commis-
sioner. Secretary-general of FAT,
Ong-art Korsinkha said Sucharit’s
name was not offered as ineligible
in the meeting prior to the game.

Thailand were due to play
against Bahrain in Bangkok on
June 19, following the Liverpool
Legends match against Thailand
Legends in Phuket on June 18.

Bahrain have already replaced
Thailand on official fixture lists for
the AFC tournament.

– Neil Quail

By Neil Quail

THANYAPURA Sports & Leisure Club (TSLC) hosted their first invi-
tational swim meet last weekend which attracted more than 500 spec-
tators and participants.

Their Olympic-size pool was the arena last Saturday and Sunday for
300 young swimmers to display their abilities, ranging from swimming
disciplines to distances.

As one of the featured events scheduled to coincide with the 2011
opening of the TSLC, the inaugural swim meet for ages 6 to 18 high-
lighted Phuket as a global destination for international athletics.

Competing for their schools and clubs, swimmers cut swathes down
eight lanes of the 50 meter pool, while friends and family cheered
them on from the 600-seat shaded grandstand.

READY, SET, SPLASH: Competitors take the plunge at the TSLC swim meet.

Young swimming sensations

Boys 11-12:
1st – Raymond Windsor (BIS)
2nd – Sam Gartner (BIS)
3rd – Brodie McFarland (Silverfinz)

Girls 13-14 :
1st – Teesuda Sirichai
2nd – Alysa Marinas  (BIS)
3rd – Anna Herbst  (BIS)

Boys 13-14:
1st – Andrew Heinz (BIS)
2nd – Harry O’Brien (BIS)
3rd – Arkayeh Prange (BIS)

Girls 15 and Over:
1st – Jaruwan Boonworachot
2nd – Jirada Sinoo
3rd – Ploy Kaewkuea

Boys 15 and Over:
1st – Wongsakorn Thonglim
2nd – Wannapon Deelert
3rd – Chadatarn Noonkongkaew

Overall team results:
1st – British International School
2nd – Silverfinz
3rd – Phuket Swim Club

Girls 8 and Under:
1st  – Mia O’Leary (Silverfinz)
2nd – Kunatorn Klaykul
3rd – Nitisuda Limsakul

Boys 8 and Under:
1st – Jeremy Kemp- Silverfinz
2nd – Patcharapon Chattai
3rd – Luca Jumabhoy (Silverfinz)

Girls 9-10:
1st – Atitya Ramchai
2nd – Preeyaphon Singhabamrung
3rd – Tanylle Ashenden (Silverfinz)

9-10 Boys:
1st – Joo Yeob Kim (BIS)

2nd – Benjamin Farrow (BIS)
3rd – Tim Schwab (BIS)

Girls 11-12:
1st – Zoe Jumabhoy (Silverfinz)
2nd – Syakirah Frost
3rd – Chloe Findlay (Silverfinz)

AS HEMINGWAY’S lifted the
Patong Darts League (PDL) tro-
phy for a second successive time
on Tuesday night, organizers of
the league were calling for more
teams to join the decade-long on-
going tournament.

The league is down to just five
teams after Mangmoom (Spider
Web) Bar dropped out following
a difficult first season.

One more team is needed to
round out the field to six in the

Phuket dart league
calls for new teams

next season of play, tentatively
scheduled to begin on May 10.

Without a sixth team, teams
will have to periodically suffer
through a “bye week” due to the
odd number of sides.

Entry to the league costs 2,000
baht per team, with proceeds going
toward the season-end league party.

To enter, contact Shaun
E:shaun634@hotmail.com, T:085-
79610020 or visit W:sites.google.
com/site/patongdarts/latest-news.

The girls get ready to swim.
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A SELECT football team of Phuket Tourist Police suffered a 3-1 demolition at the hands of US Navy personnel
last Monday at the Phuket Soccer Arena.
   The recently constructed astroturf facility near Wat Saensuk on Ong Sim Phai Road in Phuket Town was
the host venue for this friendly game, which was organized to strengthen relations with the US Navy, said
Lt Col Ekachai Pramanakul, who led the Tourist Police team.
Personnel from the USS Ronald Reagan were in Phuket for five days on shore leave, and took part in a
number of similar public relations activities on the island. – Neil Quail

By Neil Quail

TICKETS for one of the island’s
most eagerly awaited sporting events
went on sale earlier this week.

On June 18, a select team of
ex-professional Liverpool football
players will go head-to-head
against a team of Thai Legends.

As this newspaper went to
print the final location for the
match had yet to be finalized.

An official announcement on
the final venue is expected to be
announced this week.

Activities for the Legends Tour
in Phuket will include the
Liverpool Legends against the
Legends of Thailand match,
broadcast live by TrueVisions, and
a community football clinic on
June 19 giving the opportunity for
children from Phuket to meet the
Legends of Liverpool and enjoy a
football training clinic.

The visiting team includes stars
such as Robbie Fowler, Phil Neal,
Bruce Grobbelaar who will be

Tickets to watch
Legends on sale

matched against stars from Thai-
land such Piyapong Pue On and
Kiatisak “Zico” Senamuang.

The tour objectives are to raise
funds for the Phuket Youth Foot-
ball Home Foundation, a charity
that provides for disadvantaged
youth from around Thailand.
YFH is supported by international
footballers including Alan
Kennedy who is a patron of the
foundation.

“Many from this group of play-
ers from Liverpool Football Club
have won more championships
and trophies than any other team
before or since for Liverpool,”
said Alan Kennedy, Manager for
the Liverpool Football Club Past
Players Association and organizer
for the tour.

Tickets for the Phuket match will be on
sale from May 10. See W:
totalreservation.com, or for more
information on tour activities, players,
prize programs and football clinics see
W:foot balllegendstour.com-5 Fax

Navy seals win
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