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Raids to ‘protect women, minors’

Patong traffic
flow to change

Kittipong Laonipon

Traffic on Patong’s beach road will
once again travel southbound.

By Pimwara Choksakulpan

TRAFFIC flow in Patong’s one-
way system will be reversed, with
traffic flowing north along Rath-
U-Thit 200 Pi Road and south
along the beach road, Patong
Mayor Pian Keesin announced on
Tuesday.

However, Mayor Pian said a
date when the change will come
into effect had yet to be set.

“We still have to decide on how
the traffic will flow along the
streets connecting the two main
roads. We need more time to fig-
ure that out,” he added.

Mayor Pian made the announce-
ment at a meeting held to review
the current one-way system fol-
lowing the conclusion of a
three-month trial period.

The decision to reverse the
main traffic flow was unanimous
among the committee members at
the meeting, chaired by Vice Gov-
ernor Weerawat Janpen.

Other committee members
present included Kathu Traffic

Police Chief Lt Col Nikorn
Choothong, representatives from
Phuket Provincial Land Transport
Office, Patong Municipality Coun-
cil members and representatives
from Patong Taxi Federation.

Mayor Pian identified three
main problems with the current
system. “First, The junction to
Kalim [at the north end of Patong]
should have a circle [roundabout].

“Second, as Phra Baramee
Road is the main road to go to
Kamala and Kathu, traffic along
that road should flow smoothly.

People should be prohibited from
parking their cars along the side
of that road, or they should be
restricted to parking on one side
on alternate days.

“Third, traffic signs and pedes-
trian crossings all throughout
Patong should be clearly visible to
everyone,” he added.

Mayor Pian said the committee
decided to change the traffic flow
out of concern for people’s safety.

“Under Thai law, motorists are
required to drive on the left side
of the road, and people are used
to this. Tourists get in tuk-tuks,
taxis and motorcycles on the left.
We care for their safety. This
change will help to reduce the
number of accidents,” he said.

The traffic flow direction is ex-
pected to be introduced within
three months, he added.

“I will work with Kathu Police
to get it done within three months.
It is impossible to make everyone
agree, but at least finally some
people agree to this – and it is the
right thing to do,” he said.

By Atchaa Khamlo

THE Phuket Provincial Office of Labor
Protection and Welfare will lead a cam-
paign, including raids of business places,
to ensure the rights of child and women
workers are upheld.

The office plans to inspect at least 500
workplaces employing 16,741 laborers, in-
cluding 260 known unregistered workers,
Phuket Labor Protection and Welfare of-
fice chief Kittipong Laonipon told a
high-powered meeting last Friday.

The meeting was called to present the
findings of a report on the working condi-
tions of women and children in Phuket.

“Even though the report says there are
no women or child laborers working in dan-

gerous conditions or
in hard labor-inten-
sive fields in Phuket,
we will examine the
real situation in places
suspected of having
women and children
performing unsuit-
able work, such as in
bars and karaoke ven-
ues,” Chief Kittipong
said.

“We will then report our findings to the
department [in Bangkok],” he added.

Vice Governor Nivit Aroonrat added,
“While the Phuket Office of Labor Protec-
tion and Welfare conducts its investigation
[into the working conditions of child and

female workers in Phuket], we will continue
with other projects, such as getting unregis-
tered workers to register and educating
employees and employers about labor laws.”

According to the report presented today,
there are 118,293 employees registered in
Phuket: 61,164 men, 57,036 women and
93 minors under 18 years of age.

Most minors working in Phuket are
working in the food or retail industries,
such as at large retail stores, small shops
and at gas stations, the report said.

The report was drafted following the
United States placing Thailand on a “watch
list” for human trafficking last year.

The US State Department accused Thai-
land of failing to protect women from being
forced into prostitution.

Will and Kate take the cake

See page 17 for full story

BRITISH PRIDE: This week will be one to remember for Brits around the
world with Prince William and Kate Middleton tying the knot. The hysteria
surrounding the royal wedding even made its way to Phuket this week.
Find out why Peter Webber, general manager of Watermark Patisserie,
intends to treat Phuket with a cake made especially for the happy
couple.  Photo: Fraser Morton

Shootouts and retribution killings
among teen gangs are a part of life in
Thalang. Police say drugs are at the
heart of the problem, and it’s tearing
families apart. See pages 4-5

Gunned down
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MILLIONS of crab larvae wash-
ing up on Kata and Karon beaches
last Friday sparked fear among
local residents of an impending
tsunami.

However, Phuket Marine Bio-
logical Center Director Wannakiat
Thubthimsang, who took live
samples from the beach, on Mon-
day confirmed that the tiny sea
creatures were just crab larvae.

“They are baby sea crabs, but
we’re not sure what kind. It’s
obvious they live in the sea, not
on shore, as their last pairs of legs
are for swimming – not for walk-
ing,” he said.

“The crabs are in their
megalopa period; about 29 to 40
days old. Their carapaces [“bod-
ies”] are two to three millimeters
wide and about 1mm long, but we
cannot tell what kind of crabs they
are,” he added.

Mr Wannakiat explained that a
mature female crab produces up
to 300,000 eggs at a time.

“So if many female crabs lay
eggs at the same time, millions of
larvae will be produced.

“During this megalopa period,
these larvae serve as a major
source of food for fish. We ex-
pect that overfishing is why so
many of them survived,” he said.

Regarding local fears Mr
Wannakiat said, “It certainly was not

a sign of any impending disaster.”
Crab larvae lack the kind of

neural development needed to de-
tect, let alone act upon, the kind
of sound waves that could be a
precursor to a tsunami, he said.

– Atchaa Khamlo

British tourist dies in
Rawai late-night smash
BRITISH tourist John Stephen
Smout, 49, died in a road acci-
dent near the Rawai beachfront
early Monday morning when his
motorbike ran into the path of a
pickup driven by another foreign
resident.

According to the police report,
Mr Smould refused offers by
people at a nearby bar to give him
a lift home, instead choosing to
ride his motorbike home.

Chalong Police received a call
reporting the accident at about 3
am.

Mr Smould was apparently
riding toward Rawai Beach, but
along the right-hand side of the

A MOTHER watched helplessly
last Friday as her son drowned in
a tin mine lagoon behind the fam-
ily home north of Phuket Town.

Kusoldharm Foundation rescue
workers and Phuket City police
officers arrived at the scene, in Soi
Haad Saen Suk 2 in Rassada, at
about 10:30am.

It took them about an hour to
retrieve the body of Weeranan
Sae-Ong, 22, from the water.

Mr Weeranan’s mother,
Nongyao Sae-Ong, said her son
wanted to go to his aunt’s house
on the other side of the lagoon to
get petrol for his motorbike.

She told him not to use their
boat because it was leaking.

While Ms Nongyao went to the
toilet, her son abided by his
mother’s wishes and did not use
the boat.

Instead, he started swimming
to his aunt’s house without his
mother knowing.

Ms Nongyao learned of this
only after she heard his shouts for
help, but when she came out from
the house, all she could see of her
son were his hands thrashing in
the water about 50 meters away.

She believed he developed a

cramp in his leg.
“He often swam to his aunt’s

house, and he often got a cramp
in his leg,” she told the Gazette.

Mrs Nongyao fainted with de-
spair as the rescue workers pulled

road, against the flow of traffic.
The collision occurred near the

Rawai Public Health Clinic on
Wiset Road.

Michael Downard, the driver of
the pickup, told the Gazette, “It
all happened so quick. He just
came across the lanes at 45 de-
grees, straight at me. There was
nothing I could do.”

“There were three ladies behind
me who saw it. They came to the
police station to confirm it with
the police,” he added.

“It’s difficult to come to grips
with… It’s so sad to someone end
their life with just one bad night,”
he said. Rescue workers recover Mr Weeranan’s body from the village lake.

her son’s body from the water. His
younger brother wept.

Mr Weeranan had been drafted
into the Royal Thai Army and was
scheduled to report for induction
on May 1. – Yodsak Jarana

Mr Weeranan drowned just 50
meters from his family home.
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Rewards
offered for
yacht thieves

Police nab ‘Junior’ gang

Col Arayapan Pukbuakao introduces the Junior Gang to fellow police officers and the media. Photo: Yodsak Jarana

By Yodsak Jarana

POLICE last Thursday night ar-
rested six members of a teenage
gang that are known for allegedly
committing many robberies and
threatening to kill victims who did
not co-operate.

Known as the “Junior Gang”,
the four teenage men and two teen
women were charged with com-
mitting gang robbery and
possession of unlicensed firearms.

All six confessed to the charges.
Among the six were Karin

Surapee and Sompong Maiyachana,
both 19 and from Phang Nga.

The others, from Nakhon Sri
Thammarat and Ranong prov-
inces, cannot be named as they
are under 18 years old.

Their victims were Thai and
foreign, said Patong Police Super-
intendent Arayapan Pukbuakao.

Their most recent robbery was
committed in Anuphas Golf Ville
in Kathu [on April 20],” he said.

Police also arrested the father
of one of the boys at a workers’
camp on Soi Sombat, off Pisit
Koranee Road in Patong.

He now stands charged with
harboring known criminals.

“He was part of the gang. He
knew what they were doing and

let them stay in his house,” said
Col Arayapan.

In the man’s house police seized
as evidence four handmade guns,
many bullets, a bullet-proof vest,
an array of other weapons includ-
ing knives, a wig, many Buddha
images and mobile phones.

Officers also found a pot of

boiled water with kratom leaves,
which are commonly boiled to cre-
ate steam for ingestion as a
stimulant.

The gang committed robberies
all over Phuket, Col Arayapan said.

They divided their spoils and
went their separate ways until the
money ran out, then regrouped to

Teenagers robbed, threatened to kill Thai and foreign victims

commit more robberies, he said.
“The six gang members are all

either from the Muang Patong
Gang and the Kabot Gang, both
well known in Patong” said Col
Arayapan.

Both those gangs were allegedly
run by Anucha Aunruen, 30, who
has so far evaded arrest, he added.

Three girls saved from Nai Harn rip tide

One of the girls receiving treatment at Vachira Phuket Hospital.

THREE teenage girls were saved
from a strong rip tide at Nai Harn
Beach last Friday afternoon.

“We were waiting for our
somtam on shore while the three
girls went swimming,” explained
the mother of one of the girls.

“A few minutes later, I heard a
whistle blowing. Then I saw a for-
eigner running into the water with
a board,” she said.

“I could see the girls waving for
help. I think the current was pull-
ing them away from the beach.

“My daughter swam back to
shore by herself, but she was ex-
hausted when she reached the
beach,” she added.

Beach vendor Song Sa-
ingthong, a former beach guard,
told the Gazette, “I saw one of the
[other] girls being brought ashore
by two to three foreign tourists.

The girl was unconscious. One of
the foreigners shook her awake
and she started vomiting,” he said.

The third girl was saved by a
beach vendor who took a canoe

out to rescue her, said Mr Song.
“My younger brother swam out

behind him, but the girl was un-
conscious by the time they got
there.

Mr Harris on board his boat Simone.

“My brother helped to get her
into the canoe and they performed
CPR while they were still out
there,” he added.

Once ashore, all three girls re-
gained consciousness, said Mr
Song.

All three were rushed to Vachira
Phuket Hospital in Phuket Town,
where they were admitted to the
emergency ward.

One of the two girls rescued
was still experiencing chest pains,
the mother said.

The surf that afternoon was
relatively calm and not inherently
dangerous, Mr Song said.

“Children should not be left
swimming without adult supervi-
sion because some children may
not know how to swim safely,”
Mr Song added.

– Janpen Upatising

TWO yacht owners whose boats
anchor in Chalong Bay are offer-
ing rewards totaling 30,000 baht
in the hope they will have items
stolen from their boats returned
and thieves arrested.

An estimated 12 yachts in
Chalong Bay have been broken into
in the past month. One yacht, the
20-million-baht S/Y Smoke, report-
edly had US$6,000 in equipment
stolen.

Roger Harris, the 61-year-old
Australian owner of S/Y Simone,
is offering 20,000 baht for infor-
mation leading to the arrest of the
culprits and the return of his sto-
len items.

“They just took equipment that
could be removed from the boat,
such as GPS navigation units and
television sets,” he explained.

While Mr Harris was in Austra-
lia, his wife checked on the boat
every two weeks, he said.

“People keep watch on their
boats all the time, but the thieves
probably come during the night
while the owners are not on
board,” he said.

Unlike the reward offered by
Mr Harris, Horst Lakits, owner of
local yacht Big A, said: “I offer a
10,000 baht reward to catch the
thieve(s) regardless of whether I
get my stuff back or not.”

The fishing and boating gear lost
in the theft totals at least 65,000
baht, he laments.

Lt Atthawat Suwannarat of
Chalong Police told the Gazette, “I
have inspected the boats with other
officers and it’s currently under
investigation… It’s hard to find the
thieves as the boats were anchored
in the bay, which means it was dark
and there were no witnesses.

“Anyone who thinks they see
boats being broken into should
contact us immediately,” he
added.  – Atchaa Khamlo
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Kid wars: 

A MENTALLY-ill man killed him-
self on a building site by pushing
a rotating saw into his own neck,
police said.

Saemdam Police were called to
the scene in Bang Khun Thian dis-
trict in Bangkok last Sunday after
the body of Ek Boonmee, 34, was
found next to the saw.

Mr Ek’s father, Nawi Boon-
mee, 56, told police that his son
suffered from mental health prob-
lems as a result of a ya ba
(methamphetamine) addiction
when he was a teenager.

Mr Ek used the drug for six years
from the age of 14 to 20. He was
left with mental health problems,
forcing him to take medication and
attend regular checkups in the hos-
pital, Mr Nawi said.

Deranged man saws
on own neck, dies

About two days before his
death, his medication ran out, leav-
ing Mr Ek in an agitated state.

He reportedly complained to
co-workers that there was some-
thing stuck in his neck, making it

Local villagers alerted police after Mr Ek sawed his neck with a mitre
saw, similar to the one pictured above. Photo: Ewen Roberts

SURACHAI “Neung” Takuasook
of Baan Don community in
Thalang was gunned down in
January in what his parents be-
lieve may have been a case of
mistaken identity.

He was just 13.
The assailants may have been

gunning for Neung’s twin brother,
Song, they said.

“It’s different without having
Neung with us – I feel empty,”
his 41-year-old mother Saita
Kongkasai said.

“Now his brother Song is work-
ing, instead of Neung, but he still
spends a lot of time with friends
and quite often doesn’t come home
at night,” she
said.

“I don’t want
him to take
revenge on
Neung’s killers,
but I don’t
know what he’s
thinking.

“There’s a ru-
mor that they will
come after Song
too, so I’m re-
ally worried and
I don’t know
what to do. I
have told the po-
lice about this, but they haven’t
done anything about it. My son’s
killers are still out there,” Ms Saita
said.

“I always warn Song to be
careful, but it seems like he’s not
listening to me. Most nights he
goes out to sleep at his friends’
houses or at the vegetable farm
where he works, even though I
always ask him to come home.
I’m very worried about him.”

Neung’s and Song’s father,
Lertpob Takuasook, 42, was born
in Ban Don.

“When I was a teenager I could
go around in both Baan Don and
Plusompan [the neighboring com-
munity believed to be home to
Neung’s killers] to see friends,”
Mr Lertpob said.

“But then, a prominent man in
Baan Don was shot by someone
from Plusompan and some Baan
Don people took revenge. Since
then, our communities have been
‘enemies’,” he said.

Mr Lertpob has visited
Thalang Police Station nearly ev-
ery day to get updates on his
son’s case, “but it seems nothing

AMID the scenic farms and hills of northern Phuket,
beneath the ebb and flow of idyllic rural life, boils a
rage – the rotten by-product of changing times.

In Thalang, the body count continues to rise as
neglected youth while away their days with a lethal
cocktail of drugs and petty territorial disputes as
their parents work full-time just to scrape by.

As gang fights have already claimed the lives of
at least three teenagers this year in Thalang offi-
cials and educators are scrambling to find a
solution.

The Phuket Gazette’s Atchaa Khamlo reports.

is going forward,” he said.
Charoen Tonnam is the head

of the Kemarak Center, an orga-
nization under the provincial
office that looks after the social
welfare of students and juveniles
in Phuket.

“Fighting between gangs in
Thalang has been going on for a
long time – since I studied at
Muang Thalang School about 20
years ago,” 36-year-old Mr
Charoen said.

“It was going on between
young people from Baan Don and
Prujampa, and Sakoo and
Plusompan,” he said.

“I can remember once when I
was studying in
Thalang, an older
student from
Plusompan asked
me where I was
from. Luckily I
was living in
Patong, and
when I told him
that, he just said
‘Nevermind’. If I
were living in
Baan Don, I
would have had a
problem. It’s still
the same now,”
he said.

On March 26, the body of 15-
year-old Thawatchai Maelanon
was found with multiple stab
wounds on a rubber plantation in
Thalang.

His mother, Somluck Maelanon,
a 42-year-old accountant, said,
“Before my son’s body was found,
he went out after someone called
him. That was on March 19. I tried
calling him but his phone was shut
off from that day.

“I went to all of his friends’
houses, but no one knew anything
about where he might be. Then
he was found dead.”

Mrs Somluck struggles to find
a reason for her son’s death. Al-
though he wasn’t attending school,
Mrs Somluck said that Thawatchai
“never went out and hadn’t been
involved in any fights before”.

“He wasn’t naughty and was
always at home. I’m not sure if
he was involved with drugs – if
that’s why he was murdered. I
heard before that he was involved
with drugs, but he denied it.

“I’m still in pain because my
son was killed. All I can do is try
to calm my mind. His murderer

‘Sometimes when
we meet another
gang in public, like
at a temple fair, we
fight – we don’t
even know each
other,’ Song, age
14.

uncomfortable for him to swallow.
While alone at his workplace,

Mr Ek lay on the ground and
pushed the saw into his neck, kill-
ing himself, police believe.

– Daily News
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killing in the name of...
still hasn’t been caught and the
police tell me they don’t have any
clues,” Mrs Somluck said.

Deputy Superintendent of
Thalang Police Piset Chunpet told
the Phuket Gazette, “Most of the
communities in Thalang are rural
and the villagers work on farms.

“Many of their children don’t
make it to high school – they just
stay at home and hang around in
groups while their parents are out
working,” he said.

“The parents don’t have time
to take care of their children, who
often get involved with drugs and
gangs. Many communities in
Thalang are involved with drugs,”
Lt Col Piset added.

“To solve these problems, there
needs to be cooperation among dif-
ferent organizations such as
tambon administration organiza-
tions [OrBorTor], district offices
and schools – not only the police,”
he explained.

“What we are doing now is
making lists of youths suspected
of involvement with drugs. We
will then ask them to take drug
tests by supplying urine samples.
If they come back positive, we
will inform their parents and send
the kids to drug treatment pro-
grams.

“This way, at least their parents
will know what their kids are up to.
Some parents don’t know, and if
they find out they will understand
that they have to become closer to
their children,” Lt Col Piset said.

“This will help, but it won’t
solve the whole problem on its
own,” he said.

However, Song, whose twin
brother was murdered, says his
brother’s death was not about
drugs.

“The fighting and revenge be-
tween gangs is not about drugs,
but about things that happened
long ago. I’m not exactly sure
why my brother was shot, other
than maybe he had an encounter
with someone from a Plusompan
gang who then killed him,” Song,
now 14 years old, said.

“They cannot come to our area
and we cannot go to theirs. Some-
times when we meet another gang
in public, like at a temple fair, we
fight – we don’t even know each
other,” he said.

Mr Charoen of the Kemarak Cen-
ter said, “Actually, it’s not just
Thalang that has problems with
youths attacking each other, but
many places in Phuket have this.

“Some gangs of young people are
supported by older or powerful
people such as policemen and local
officials,” he said.

“In other cases, violence occurs
simply because the kids don’t like
each other, or because
of a ‘love triangle’,”
he added.

“The problems
can be solved if offi-
cials seriously try to
do so. Parents often
don’t understand or
accept that their chil-
dren are causing
problems. They think
if they just support
them with money
that everything
will be okay,”
Mr Charoen
said.

Sanya-lak
Yoorak of the
P h u k e t
Office of
Social De-
velopment
and Hu-
m a n
Security
told the
G a z e t t e
that chang-
ing household
dynamics are
key factors in
youth violence.

“Society has
changed. Nowadays we
have smaller households than be-
fore – extended families don’t live
together like in the past. Both par-
ents go out to work and they don’t
have time to take care of their chil-

dren,” he said.
Lt Col Pisit assured the Gazette

that there are plans to tackle these
issues.

“Right now Provincial Hall has
a policy to solve the problems in
each community, especially by
teaching parents how to deal with
their children,” he said.

“Phuket City has already begun
implementing this policy. For
Thalang, we have already sent
project plans to Provincial Hall and
are waiting for officials to be des-
ignated to implement it.

“Meanwhile, schools and local
organizations are sending us lists

of communities at-risk for
crime. When everything is
compiled and finalized, we will

begin the project,” Lt Col
Pisit said.

THALANG BADLANDS: Whether by
gun or blade, gang murders are a
part of life in Thalang. The violence
is fuelled by an abundance of illegal
drugs in some of Phuket’s rural
communities.
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Lifeguards
back on
the beach

The lifeguards are back, in greater numbers and with more equipment. Photo: Atchaa Khamlo

VILLAGERS in Thalang who had
been trying to catch a pesky py-
thon for weeks finally hit pay dirt
on Tuesday, when the serpent
slithered into their sleepy village
just before sundown.

Residents of Baan Lipon in
Srisoonthorn subdistrict Village 8
said the snake was often seen lurk-
ing around the lake near their
village and the nearby Bang Jo
Prison.

It’s main prey: villagers’ chick-
ens.

But on seeing the full size of
the four-meter-long constrictor,
the villagers decided to call for
backup.

Kusoldham Foundation rescue
workers and volunteers from
neighboring Baan Nai Kham ar-

Plucky python weighs in at 30 kilos

A Kusoldharm Foundation rescue worker puts the snake into a sack.

By Janpen Upatising

THE lifeguards have returned to
patrol Phuket’s beaches, and, as
promised, with more lifesavers
and jet-skis.

The contract between the
Phuket Lifeguard Club (PLC) and
the Phuket Provincial Administra-
tive Organization (OrBorJor)
came into force on April 2, just in
time for the dangerous monsoon
season. It expires April 1, 2012.

The lifeguards patrol between
9am and 7pm at 13 beaches: Ya
Nui, Nai Harn, Kata Noi, Kata,
Karon, Patong, Kamala, Laem
Singh, Surin, Bang Tao, Nai Thon,
Nai Yang and Mai Khao.

“Last year there were 28 life-

guard stations with 83 lifeguards.
This time we have 33 stations
with 106 lifeguards,” said PLC
president Prathaiyuth Chuayuan.

The increase in lifeguards has
meant a boost in patrols at Karon,
Patong and Bang Tao beaches, he
added.

“Many people visit Karon Beach
and Patong Beach. These two
beaches are long and wide, and
the sea there is also dangerous.

“That is why we have more life-
guards patrolling these two
beaches than any other beaches
we look after. We now have 18
lifeguards on Karon Beach and 15
at Patong,” said Mr Prathaiyuth.

“Not as many people visit
Bang Tao Beach, but that beach

is very long too, so we have dedi-
cated 16 lifeguards to patrol
there,” he said.

Mr Prathaiyuth added that life-
savers have four more jet-skis at
their disposal to use in emergen-
cies and for offshore patrol.

“During monsoon season,
from June to September, we will
rent four more jet-skis. So, we

will have eight in total. We plan
to use the jet-skis at Karon, Kata,
Surin and Nai Thon beaches,” he
said.

Mr Prathaiyuth also warned
bathers to beware of sharp rocks
hidden beneath the water.

“At Ya Nui, many people have
injured their feet this month be-
cause they stepped onto rocks and

small shellfish on the bay’s sandy
bottom.

“Some of them were injured
badly and we had to send them to
hospital or local health clinics for
treatment,” he said.

To save more people from in-
jury, lifeguards will install signs
warning them about the sharp
objects in the water, he added.

rived at about 6:30pm and finally
trapped the legless intruder.

The python weighed in at a
hefty 30 kilograms.

Respectful of the natural

creature’s size, the rescue work-
ers said they would go deep into
the jungle far from the village and
release the snake there.

– Wichai Witthawat

Rain sends traffic into spin
HEAVY rain in Thalang last Satur-
day night left a passenger van on
its side and a pickup truck badly
damaged in separate incidents.

All five occupants walked away
with only minor injuries.

At about 11am, a van driven by
Suthee Jareornpakdee, 31, was
transporting hotel staff to work at
Ao Por when Mr Suthee lost con-
trol opposite Baan Para Mosque
on Route 4027 in Pa Khlok.

The vehicle went into a spin and
flattened a road sign alerting mo-
torists to the presence of the place

of worship before turning over
onto its side.

No other vehicles were in-
volved.

At about the same time in
Tambon Thepkrasattri, a black
Toyota Vigo pickup went into a
spin and crashed into power pole
along Route 4031 – the road to
Nai Yang Beach – in Baan Mud Dok
Khaw.

Kusoldharm Foundation work-
ers treated the driver and his
passenger for minor abrasions at
the scene. – Wichai Witthawat
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THE governor of Pattani Province
narrowly survived an attempt on
his life, after a 3kg bomb in a
parked motorcycle exploded near
his motorcade on Tuesday.

Governor Niphon Narap-
ithakkul was on his way to a
function when his sedan was hit
by the blast in Panare subdistrict.
Witnesses said Niphon’s car sped
away from the scene with three
flat tyres. Gov Niphon and three
officials suffered ringing in their
ears and chest pains.

Security officials said the attack
was possibly the work of local
Runda Kumpulan Kecil (RKK) in-
surgent commandos.

The attack was meant to warn
locals against cooperating with the
authorities, Gov Niphon said.

The bomb could also have been
a symbolic act to mark the sev-
enth anniversary of the Krue Sae
mosque massacre, which hap-
pened on April 28, 2004, he added.

In that tragedy, 32 suspected
insurgents took shelter in the
mosque during a security crack-
down. After a seven-hour
stand-off with the government,
they were attacked and killed along
with another 70 people.

The incident has since been used
as a rallying cause for the insur-
gency in the Deep South provinces
of Yala, Pattani and Narathiwat.

Pattani
governor
survives

blast

AS THAI and Cambodian troops
continued to exchange artillery fire
during recent deadly fighting,
Prime Minister Abhisit Vejjajiva
insisted the clashes would not af-
fect upcoming elections.

At the time of going to press,
the skirmishes had resulted in the
deaths of at least 14 people and the
evacuations of more than 50,000
people on both sides of the border.

Fighting began last Friday, with
both sides accusing the other of
firing first. Clashes have taken
place around the crumbling ruins
of two ancient Hindu temples, Ta
Krabey and Ta Moan, which stand
in disputed territory near Phanom
Dongrak in Surin province.

“The Cambodian acts of aggres-
sion left Thailand with no choice
but to defend its sovereignty and
territorial integrity by using propor-
tionate means with necessity, under
international law, and strictly di-
rected at only military targets,” a
Thai Foreign Ministry spokesper-
son told reporters.

On Tuesday the fighting spread
east to the area around the dis-
puted Preah Vihear temple in
Kantharalak district in Si Sa Ket,
the site of fighting in February that
killed 10 soldiers.

Following those clashes, the
Association of South East Asian
Nations (Asean) brokered a
ceasefire agreement that included
sending Indonesian observers to
the border area. The Thai military
has refused to allow the observ-
ers to deploy, however, citing
technical problems.

As bombs fly, PM insists
elections will take place

The Cambodian Ministry of
Defence said 23,745 Cambodians
had been evacuated as of Tuesday.

On Wednesday the fighting en-
tered a sixth day, following a night
of heavy gunfire in which one Thai
villager was killed. At least five Thai
soldiers and Cambodian troops have
also died, with at least 50 injured.

An army spokesman said
Thailand’s defence minister had
cancelled a trip to Cambodia for
talks on brokering a ceasefire.

“We decided last night to
cancel General Prawit Wong-
suwan’s trip to Phnom Penh today
after some Cambodian media re-
ported Thailand agreed to ceasefire
talks after it admitted defeat and
losses,” Col Sunsern Kaew-
kumnerd told reporters.

Meanwhile, Mr Abhisit insisted
the clashes would not affect his

plan to dissolve the House of Rep-
resentatives in early May to pave
the way for general elections.

A caretaker government could
handle the situation, he said.

“Dissolving the House doesn’t
mean the country has no govern-
ment. We will continue with our
work as normal.

“More importantly, handling

POLICE and army officials raided several
red-shirt-affiliated community radio stations
on Tuesday, stoking fears of an imminent
military coup.

The raids, which took place in Bangkok
and surrounding areas, involved police and
officials from the army-run Internal Secu-
rity Operations Command and the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC).

Military raids on ‘red’ radio stations spark coup fears
The Nation reported that at least four

stations were shut down as a result of the
operation, while the Prachatai website said
13 stations were hit by the raids.

Prachatai quoted Palot Chalermsan, a staff
member of Lam Lukka FM 105.40 station in
Pathum Thani, as saying around 20 to 30 of-
ficials raided the office with a warrant around
midday, seizing station equipment.

The authorities reportedly charged the

operators with illegal possession of com-
munications equipment and setting up radio
stations without permission.

At the FM 89.85 Kon Thai Huajai Diew
Kan station in Bangkok’s Sai Mai district,
police were confronted by some 300 red
shirt supporters who managed to prevent
them from entering the premises.

After about 90 minutes of confrontation,
the police left the compound empty-handed,

to the joy of the red shirts.
The operation came amid widespread

rumours of a coup in the Kingdom. Thai
coup-makers typically seize control of
broadcasting organizations as a first step
to overthrowing the government.

Last Thursday, a glitch in the Thaicom
5 satellite caused a nationwide television
blackout, prompting similar fears of an army
takeover.

border clashes would not benefit
any political parties.”

Deputy Commerce Minister
Alongkorn Ponlaboot said the
fighting was costing Thai business
about 10 million baht per day.

Both Thais and Cambodians have
been forbidden from crossing the
border at some checkpoints, forc-
ing traders to halt business activities.

BOMBS AWAY: Cambodian soldiers prepare to launch a rocket near the Thailand-Cambodia border on Wednesday.
Photo: AFP
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Dolphin show
needs a rethink

THE recent announcement that a Canadian in-
vestor has sought provincial support for his plan
to develop a 900-million-baht aquarium, resort
and retail facility in Rawai has generated much
debate over the ethics of keeping dolphins in
captivity.

Soon after the announcement that dolphin per-
formances were slated to be among the
attractions at the aquarium, letters arguing pas-
sionately against holding dolphins in captivity
arrived at the Phuket Gazette offices.

Holding dolphins in captivity unfairly sen-
tences these intelligent creatures to highly
artificial and unhealthy existences in surround-
ings enormously different from their natural
environment, critics said.

Soon after the release of the news article, the
investor, Daniel McDaniel, contacted the Gazette
to explain that the project would include a sci-
ence center and marine petting zoo, all part of a
commitment to raising public awareness and edu-
cation about marine life and the environment
that sustains it.

While not arguing the accuracy of the descrip-
tion, he commented that the term “performing
animals” as used in the Phuket Gazette article
tended to convey a negative impression, as evi-
denced by over 50 disapproving comments in our
online readers forum.

The Gazette accepts Mr McDaniel as a sin-
cere man with a good deal of business acumen
and no ill will towards dolphins. With the back-
ing of Rawai Mayor Aroon Solos, it seems likely
that the project will eventually be approved.
After all, animal welfare issues seldom factor

Is anyone responsible
for anything?

Attention all bus drivers! We
have just set up a new company
and require bus drivers. Please
apply in person if you meet the
following requirements:

• Qualifications: none
• Driving licence: will not be
checked
• Bus licence: ditto
• Name and address not required
• ID card: see above
• Payment: cash in hand (no
complicated tax and social
security issues)
• Must be able to do four-day
trips non-stop with no relief
driver
Successful applicants will

remain anonymous for the
duration of their employment
and will be provided with
company training shoes and
jungle survival kit.

In the event that this company
is closed prior to application,
please apply to one of our associ-
ate companies which should be up
and running in no time. Same
terms and conditions apply.

Scott Free MD and
Fred Le Scene (no fixed address)

into the decision-making process when elected
local officials and bureaucrats consider approval
of projects with high potential for tourism in-
dustry revenue.

Several animal rights activists have told the
Gazette they are prepared to fight this issue, but
as history has shown, Internet-based petitions
and other forms of international outcry are not
an effective way to change events on the ground
in this country: forming a mob and blocking a
road or taking over an airport is. It is hard to
envision that happening in Phuket, where pro-
test is common when vested interests are at
stake – but those interests never involve ani-
mal welfare.

In any event, the Gazette would like to urge
Mr McDaniel to view the film The Cove, which
details the inhumane way baby dolphins are ac-
quired, before making a final decision over
exactly what entertainments to provide if the
project moves forward.

Many dolphin species appear to our anthro-
pomorphic sensibilities as always happy because
their facial structure happens to resemble one
with a sort of permanent human smile. Almost
all evidence suggests, however, that they suffer
terribly in captivity.

Captivity is a state of suffering for any sen-
tient being. Given the established intelligence
of dolphins, those among us who believe in
karma should reflect on the consequences of

The Untouchables

The Phuket Untouchables…
at long last we know who they
are. They bring the US Navy to
heel.They bring ambassadors,
those who plead on bended
knees for a fair island transpor-
tation deal for their citizen
tourists visiting Phuket, to heel.

They bring cruise lines,
whose ships make weekly visits
to Phuket laden with tourists
ready to spend money on not
only island transportation, to
heel.They bring the Phuket
Provincial Governor to heel.

They bring the Provincial
Police to heel.They bring local
city mayors to heel.They bring
the Tourism Authority of
Thailand (TAT) regional office in
Phuket – and by extension the
whole TAT – to heel. Alas, we

are all brought to their heel.
Who wields this great power

over Phuket, Thailand? Well,
now we know: It is none other
than some influential Thai
families that control the Phuket
tuk-tuk and taxi associations.

Does the Phuket Gazette dare
list their names? After seven
years living here, building a
house with Thai labor and
materials and funding a four-
year comprehensive art
instruction program for my local

primary school, it is time for me
to reconsider the safety of my
retirement on Phuket in favor of
a relocation to safer and more
expat-friendly Malaysia.

Michael Murtaugh
Former US Naval Officer and AT&T

Executive
Baan Laem Sai

Editor’s note: The Phuket Gazette
does not know who, ultimately,
controls Phuket’s several tuk-tuk
and/or taxi associations.

More than tuk-tuks

Re: Gazette online, Phuket Conun-
drum: Can greed and thuggery win
the battle for tourists?, April 24

There are many more issues
than just tuk-tuks and mobs.

For example, if you have an
accident with another vehicle,
the slightest damage may cause
some people to extort money.

I once had to go to the police
and tell them the man was
asking 3,000 baht for damages
that cost at most 100 baht.

The man dropped his price to
2,000 baht, but I called the Thai
woman I had rented the car
from and he settled for even less
after negotiating with her.

Can Phuket become like
Singapore? Or is the country
“going downhill”, to quote our
housekeeping lady, a Thai
woman with strong opinions
about poor behavior of some of
her compatriots.

There are many people living
in in Phuket who do not have
reliable water supply and
electricity and they live in poor
housing.This all means luxury
houses surrounded by poor
people with low quality of life.

This isn’t a top destination
anymore. There are beaches
elsewhere.

Bo Jonsson
Chalong

Why is Lao beer
more expensive?

Why is Lao Dark Beer still as
the same price, and more than
other local beers? It’s still the same
price as before the ASEAN free-
trade agreement (AFTA), which
as I had understand it permits the
cross-border trade of beer with-
out the usual import taxes.

I believe that’s why San Miguel,
Tiger and I’m sure Lao Lager and
Dark Lao are part of that same
package.

Please help us “beer lovers” in
Phuket gain insight as to why Lao
Dark is still 60 baht a bottle?

Large William
Phuket

Ubonrat Promchaui, Assistant
to the Customer Service Man-
ager of Makro Phuket, replies:

I asked our head office in
Bangkok, and they confirmed
with our suppliers that Beer Lao
must be imported directly from
Lao, but San Miguel has a produc-
tion facility in Thailand.

This aspect increases costs
other than import duties, such as
transportation. This is why Beer
Lao is more expensive than San
Miguel.

Snakes alive!

I found a snake skin in our front
yard today.

I have a small daughter at home
and I am very worried that there
might be a poisonous snake lurk-
ing around.

Is there any government depart-
ment to which we can report this
so they could come to investigate?

JJ
Kathu

Vissarut Gaiton of the Phuket
Kusoldharm Fondation replies:

Snakes rarely hurt humans and
only retaliate when attacked.

They are difficult to locate, as
they usually just pass through
homes and move on to other
places.

If you do see any snakes in
your home, call us immediately
(day or night) on 076-246301.

You will have assistance within
24 hours.

Must returning Thais
pay import duties?

My Thai wife will be returning
to Phuket this year after spending
six years outside the country.

Who can I contact to find out
what items she is allowed to bring
into the country?

She has personal items, furni-
ture and a motorcycle that she
wants to take back.

What duties – if any – would
be imposed on these items?

John
By email
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House hunting tip:
Read the fine print

By Bunny Reynolds

Do you have an opinion to voice?
Email Editor@PhuketGazette.net

THE most common complaint
we receive is about housing de-
velopment projects.

Most complaints to us come
from buyers and residents of
housing estates who are un-
happy with central management
of roads, parks, swimming
pools, waterworks, electricity
and so on which are not prop-
erly maintained by project
owners.

Often when buyers move into
their new homes, they find the
facilities are not the same as those
agreed to with the developers.

Sometimes developers aban-
don the projects before
transferring property rights to a
“housing committee”.

Before this handover of re-
sponsibilities, such as the
management of common areas,
to homeowners, it is the devel-
opers who should look after the
facilities.

When this handover fails to take
place, the residents have no rights
to maintain public utilities such as
waste collection and electricity,
leaving them in a difficult position
when the project owner neglects
responsibility.

From what I have heard from
buyers who have filed complaints,
most of them trusted what the
salesperson told them.

The salesperson made promises
about what the project would of-
fer and the buyers did not read the

Prapun Kanaprasang, 47, is the
head of the Damrongtham
Center, which serves as the
provincial ombudsman’s office.
At the same location, but in a
separate role, he also serves as
the head of the Phuket Provincial
Consumer Protection Office.
Here he talks about the most
common complaint he receives
and his suggestions for avoiding
conflict altogether.

details in the marketing literature.
When the buyers are unsatis-

fied and want to complain about
unfairness, they have nothing to
back up their claims or force the
developers to take action because
what the salesperson “promised”
them was not included on any
document.

This allows the developers to
claim that they did not advertise
any more than what was printed
on paper.

It’s important for prospective
buyers to know that apart from
the actual contract, advertising
brochures and other printed de-
tails provided by the company are
essential documents.

What’s printed in the contract
should match what’s printed in
promotional materials.

Anyone who wishes to buy a
house from any developer or
project owner needs to read all
the details in advertisements very
carefully before deciding to buy,

and they need to keep the bro-
chures as proof when project
owners fail to provide as they
advertised.

Another consideration is loca-
tion. There may be an empty lot
next to a house someone wants
to buy, but it may be slotted for
development in later phases of the
project.

Apart from the noise and dirt
that construction may cause, fu-
ture buildings may block the
beautiful views the buyers origi-
nally expected.

So, please check the plans for
any empty lots in housing devel-
opments to avoid any possible
disappointment in the future.

If project owners do not take
advantage of buyers and do ev-
erything they promise, their
businesses would be successful
with a lot of potential customers
willing to buy in future projects
because the companies have a
credible, reliable reputation.

A SPORTS commentator once hu-
morously suggested shooting the
last 10 runners of a marathon at
every kilometer mark to help ne-
gate the monotony of said event.

Draconian as it may be, this mea-
sure should be applied to parents
who berate their children during
sports activities like some attending
the Ironkids triathlon last weekend.

I cringed in embarrassment for
several children. One young boy
watched his parents loudly bicker
because he couldnt find his num-
bered shirt. Another had his trophy
snatched away by his mother, who
seemed more interested in protect-
ing the award than offering
support and congratulations to the
exhausted boy.

The incident that confirmed my
desire that parents should be pun-
ished for excessive involvement in
children’s competitions came af-
ter the awards ceremony.

Four girls approached the or-
ganizers to correct a mistake.

Between them, they realized that
the finishing order had been mixed
up and had already exchanged their
awards to their mutual satisfac-
tion. Truly a noble gesture by
these young ladies.

Noble was certainly not what
described the remonstrations of the
parents, who continued to squabble
and demand satisfaction in a num-
ber of petty and juvenile ways.

It’s a sad day when the actions
of children are to be held up as an
example to their parents. Sport is
for enjoyment and a betterment of
oneself, not, as in the case of these
over competitive drill sergeants, to
re-live their own failed sports ca-
reers vicariously through their
children.

Hey, parents, leave
them kids alone

Despite poor behavior by some parents, many families had a great day.

Anan Sriprasert, assistant head
of Customs House at Phuket
International Airport, replies:

Thai nationals moving back to
Thailand and bringing personal
items with them are exempt from
taxes and duties only if they have
been living outside Thailand for
more than one year.

The personal items must be
used or secondhand, such as
clothes, kitchenware, electronic
appliances and so on.

The number of items of furni-
ture they import must be
reasonable for a person moving
home.

It is at the discretion of the cus-
toms officer whether or not to
impose duty on these items.

Some people want to avoid pay-
ing import duties by declaring the
items they want to bring back as
personal items, when actually they
are importing just so they can sell
them.

We, as customs officers, have
to keep this in mind.

Household effects must be im-
ported not earlier than one month
before the arrival of the importer

or not later than six months after
the arrival of the importer.

However, to import a motor-
cycle to Thailand, the importer
needs to obtain an import permit
from the Ministry of Commerce
before importing the motorbike,
which will be subject to import
taxes and duties regardless of
whether the owner is Thai or
foreign.

For more information visit
www.customs.go.th or call me at
076-327435.

Super Cheap
cleaning

At Super Cheap, you are not
allowed to take your own bag in-
side, so you must use an utterly
filthy disgusting trolley owned by
the store.

Can someone buy a high pres-
sure cleaner and get them cleaned
at least once a year, and also the
baskets?

I bet the health department
never visits them, or the fire de-
partment either.

There are only six extinguishers
in the entire place and it’s huge.

Ted
Thalang

The Super Cheap Phuket secu-
rity department replies:

We have installed two types of
fire extinguisher.

Two green cylinders of a dry
chemical extinguisher are installed
in the computer room.

There are 119 red-cylinder fire
extinguishers located about the
premises, giving a total of 121 fire
extinguishers in the center.

The reason why we do not al-
low the customers to take
handbags inside is because of ex-
periences with some customers
attempting to steal.

When they go to the check points
our staff can see this. There are six
or seven cases of this per day.

If you have paid and passed the
check point, please leave your
belongings at the bag deposit point
and take a numbered ticket.

Super Cheap is a huge depart-
ment store.

We also have CCTV and staff

which stand by at crucial points,
but control is not always easy with
the amount of people that shop
here.

Bags not allowed to be brought
into the store include: bags already
checked by our staff after the bill
has been paid; big bags and hand
bags; belt bags which are not
transparent.

Small bags are usually fine.
We cannot spare trolleys inside

due to the amount of products and
customers.

Trolleys are stationed at two
points: at the motorcycle parking
area and at the Golden shop.

We also have staff working
constantly to collect and reposi-
tion trolleys.

Some customers use up to 10
trolleys which also creates prob-
lems when waiting to pay.

We really do not have enough
space to park trolleys inside.

If there are problems, we try
to solve immediately.

Super Cheap has huge and var-
ied range of products. We try to
provide for all our customers needs.

We close at 11pm and our

cleaning staff begin work imme-
diately and carry on through the
night to finish at 6am  everynight.

We do it this so as not to dis-
turb our customers during the day.

The concept of Super Cheaps
owners is to offer a large range
of value products and to help this
we do not decorate or present a
luxury design.

A simple premises for anybody
to come and buy what they

We have a 24-hour security
team and 118 staff including the
Manager.

There is also a  fire team of 12
on 24-hour stand-by in case of
emergencies.

Super Cheap has recently
expanded in Phuket.
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Songkran splashes B800mn into local enonomy
THIS year’s Songkran festival in-
jected an estimated 800 million
baht into the Phuket economy,
with hotel occupancy at beach
hotels rising up to about 90 per
cent during the period.

Occupancy has stayed strong
following the festival, supported
by the large number of direct
flights now serving Phuket.

Bangornrat Chinaprayoon,
director of the Tourism Authority
of Thailand (TAT) Phuket Office,
said average hotel occupancy
across the whole province was 70
per cent over the Thai New Year
holiday period.

Most tourists were foreigners

who chose to stay at beach ho-
tels, pushing occupancy there to
80-90 per cent. Average occu-
pancy of hotels in the towns was
40-50 per cent.

Adding to the usual Songkran
injection, the TAT this year joined
with partner agencies to organize
several activities to keep Phuket
tourism buoyant, including Phuket
Bike Week, which attracted a large
number of bikers from around the
world.

The TAT also organized
“Songkran on the Beach” in
Patong, which also attracted a
large number of foreign tourists.

In Phuket Town, for the sec- ond consecutive year the TAT held
Songkran activities on Thalang
Road. Mrs Bangornrat estimated
that around 8,000 Thais and
foreigners enjoyed a mass
waterfight on the historic thor-
oughfare.

The TAT chief said Phuket tour-

ism would stay strong in the weeks
following Songkran, owing to the
large number of airlines that are
launching direct flights to the
island in April and May.

Among the airlines opening new
routes to Phuket are Air Bagan and
Hong Kong Airlines. Thai Interna-
tional Airways (THAI) has opened
a new route between Perth and
Phuket, while a charter flight has
launched between New Delhi and
the island.

In addition, the TAT has also ar-
ranged cheap package deals to
encourage domestic tourism to
Phuket, and will take part in the “Two
Banks of the Southern Sea” exhibi-
tion at Queen Sirikit National
Convention Centre at the end of May.

Mrs Bangornrat said participa-
tion in the event would help boost
the number of Thai tourists visit-
ing the island.

– Phuket Gazette

Pizza Company
give thumbs up
for ‘smart pizza’

SMART PIZZA: Pizza Company will launch a smart phone application. Photo: Fraser Morton

By Anand Singh

THE Pizza Company, Minor Food Group’s
nationwide pizza franchise, will become the
first franchise restaurant in Phuket to ac-
cept food orders through smart phones.

The company has developed a smart
phone application that will allow users to
order home deliveries from their iPhone,
iPad, Blackberry or any Android smart
phone.

Assistant Marketing Manager Chada
Sangiambut said the application will be avail-
able for download nationwide by the end
of this month – or even sooner.

“In the past The Pizza Company has
made it possible for customers to order food
online through our website 1112.com. The
smart phone application that we have de-
veloped is an extension of this service,” she
explained.

“Provided that customers live within the
delivery zone of a Pizza Company restau-
rant, they will be able to order their food
through the application,” she added.

To use the new service, customers will

have to first register their delivery address
at 1112.com.

The online system will then issue them
with a user name and password, which they
can use with the smart phone application,
Ms Chada explained.

The Pizza Company operates seven res-
taurants in Phuket, five of which offer home
delivery.

“The Pizza Company is able to deliver
home orders to customers as long as their
residences are within half an hour travel-
ling time from the nearest restaurant.

“As the company operates restaurants
in Patong, Rawai, Phuket City and Cherng
Talay, smart phone orders in Phuket are
mostly covered for the central and south-
ern parts of the island, but only as far north
as Laguna, Bang Tao and Thalang, which
is within the delivery zone of our restau-
rant in Cherng Talay,” Ms Chada explained.

Yukonthorn Visetkosin, marketing direc-
tor for local and international markets,
explained that this new strategy is aimed at
tapping the 3.5 million users of smart
phones nationwide.

“Today, the lifestyle of Thai people is
changing. We conducted a customer sur-
vey and found most of them have two
mobile phones. And many of them are ad-
dicted to smart phones,” Ms Yukonthorn
said.

“At the same time, pizza orders through
call centers and other online channels are
showing a significant rise.

“This means customers prefer conve-
nience,” she added.

In the past home delivery and take-away
represented about 60 per cent of The Pizza
Company’s business.

The new mobile ordering system, it is
hoped, will boost online business for the
company by as much as 30 per cent in the
coming year.

Fam trip to reap
tourism bounty

via media
A GROUP  of journalists and tour
agents spent much of last week
enjoying luxurious spa treatments
in Phuket as part of a nationwide
“familiarization” project held by
the Tourism Authority of Thailand.

The “Product Testing for Qual-
ity Tourists” campaign aims to
present and promote products and
services to “quality” foreign tour-
ists by making journalists and tour
operators in Thailand better aware
of them.

Participants were taken on trips
to visit tourists attractions and
tourism-related organizations that
won the TAT’s Thailand Tourism
Industry 2010 Awards, better
known as “Kinnarees”.

“We want to attract [Quality
tourists] with good quality accom-
modations, products, services and
tourist attractions. We also want
to make them stay longer and
spend more on the quality prod-
ucts and services Phuket has to
offer,” explained Panjit Santad-
kolakarn, director of Tourism
Information Division at the TAT’s
Product Promotion Department.

Thongyoo Suphavittayakorn, a
Kinnaree Awards judge who is also
a Association of Thai Travel Agent
(ATTA) board, said, “The media
and agents on this trip can experi-
ence the services of award-wining
hotel businesses and organizations
with their own eyes.

“Then they can help publicize
and promote these winners to the
public,” he added.

Songkran 2011 saw tourism baht
pouring in. Photo: Nicky Vermeulen
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Beach Games to score ‘billion baht boost’

Airberlin to add
new direct flights

By Anand Singh

ORGANIZERS of the fourth Asian
Beach Games, to be held in Phuket
in November 2014, are predicting
the event will generate a billion baht
for the local economy.

Most likely to benefit from the
huge influx of competitors and
spectators from all over Asia are
hotels and other private busi-
nesses, especially in Patong and
Karon.

In Phuket recently on an in-
spection tour, Ministry of Tourism
and Sports Permanent Secretary
Sombot Kuruphan said the games
will not only be a great boost to
the sporting culture in Phuket, but
also for the island’s tourism.

“The organizing committee has
planned a budget of over 900
million baht to host the games
in Phuket,” added Damrong

Chaisane, assistant to the head of
the Sports Authority of Thailand
Phuket office.

“The committee has set a tar-
get of 300mn baht that will be
raised through sponsorship from
private companies. It is expected
that private sponsorship will pour
in from all over the country
because it is a prestigious national
event,” he said.

“We expect more than 10,000
athletes to take part from more
than 40 Asian countries, and a
much larger crowd of specta-
tors,” he added.

Staging the games in Novem-
ber ensures it coincides with the
recognized start of Phuket’s an-
nual tourist season. Asked
whether this could pose a prob-
lem in terms of accommodation
availability, Mr Damrong said that
government authorities in Phuket

have been given the responsibility
of welcoming sports participants
and managing their food and
accommodation needs.

They will have to plan well in

Commerce Ministry frets
over rising price of eggs

NO YOLK: Some traders are already reporting falling demand for eggs, while seasonal supply shortages drive prices up.

THE Phuket Provincial Commer-
cial Affairs Office has instructed
the local office of the Internal
Trade Department to closely
monitor the rising price of eggs
to ensure they do not get out of
control.

Sompong Onprasert, director
of Phuket Provincial Commer-
cial Affairs Office, said that
general commodity price was
increasing and that the Com-
merce Ministry was looking to
ensure the public does not face
hardship as a result.

Phuket imports almost all its
eggs and meat from other prov-
inces, and the price of eggs was
rising due to seasonal contraction
of supply, he explained.

As a result, the ministry has
instructed the Internal Trade
Department to survey the price of
meat and eggs in Phuket.

Meat prices had also risen
slightly, Mr Sompong said, though
he added this was driven by strong
demand.

Fruit, vegetables and other
fresh produce had not shown any
recent price hikes, he added.

Yet the most worrying factor
at the moment was the rising price
of eggs, said Mr Sompong.

He insisted that the Commerce
Ministry was not complacent on
the issue. Daily prices were being

fed to the ministry so it can draw
up measures to ensure the public
is not unduly affected, he said.

Egg vendor Somchai Laksan-
asophin said price rises had
already affected demand, with
people buying fewer eggs than
usual.

“Number 0” eggs, which used
to sell at three baht each, now sell
for 4.20 baht each. Other size eggs
are also more expensive, he said.

Food shops are ordering fewer
eggs in line with reduced demand,
while customers are showing
more preference for smaller eggs,

which are cheaper.
A report by Thai online news-

paper Manager found that pork
was selling at municipal markets
at around 120 baht per kilogram,
but selling for 130-140 baht per
kilo at private fresh markets on
the island.

advance to ensure that partici-
pants are well looked after.

Mr Damrong also said that the
games were initially planned for
late November, but the dates were

shifted to early November in
order to prevent problems of
overcrowding that are likely to
arise later during the tourism
high season.

AIRBERLIN, Germany’s second-
largest airline, will launch a new
direct flight service between
Berlin-Tegel and Phuket on
November 1.

In addition to its Friday and
Sunday services the airline
currently operates during the
European winter flight schedule,
Airberlin will also fly to Phuket on
Tuesdays.

The departure from Berlin-Tegel
is on Tuesdays at 3:05pm (Berlin
time) with arrival on Wednesdays
at 7:30am local time in Phuket.

In the opposite direction, the
flight starts at 9:15am Phuket time
with arrival at 3:15pm in Berlin-
Tegel.

Airberlin is also offering its pas-
sengers round-trip Rail & Fly
Tickets to the Berlin-Tegel Airport.

In anticipation of the island’s
next peak tourism season, the
new Airberlin connections to and
from Phuket can be booked im-
mediately online W:airberlin.com.

Airberlin staff at the world tourism
show ITB Berlin earlier this year.
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What’s stalling
3G Thailand?

EARLY this month, the European
Central Bank (ECB) announced a 25
basis point rise in interest rates. The
price of gold fell as the ECB em-
phasized its stance against inflation.

However, this dip did not last
long and gold was soon back up
to around US$1,475 per ounce.

Despite the efforts of the ECB,
inflation is still a major worry for
investors and this is one of
the prime factors for investors
running to and expanding on
their gold portfolios.

Retail investors have not been
holding back. Many are using ex-

change-traded funds (ETFs) to
access investing in gold. Indeed,
on one Thursday in April alone,
gold holdings via ETFs went up
by almost 20 tonnes.

Why is gold seemingly invin-
cible at the moment? There are
quite a few factors. These range
from worries over inflation to
geopolitical crises. The latter was
responsible for the spike in gold
earlier this year when people
in places including Egypt and
Tunisia rose up against their
governments.

At times like these, people like
to have gold as an actual physical
holding and the easiest way to do
this is buy ETFs.

There are interesting times
ahead of us – all of which point to
volatility. More and more people
will then run for gold, thus con-
tinuing to push up the price of the
precious metal.

It is interesting to note that
people are also taking counter-
measures against the US dollar in
case it crashes. In March, the
Utah State Legislature passed a bill
that accepted gold and silver coins
as legal tender. Other US states are
also considering this as they be-
come increasingly disenchanted
with how the US Federal Reserve
(Central Bank) continues to man-

age its monetary policy.
As Daniel Brebner of Deutsche

Bank says, “Utah has crossed the
Rubicon, others are likely to fol-
low suit.”

Since then, the price of gold
passed a record US$1,500 per
ounce in late April and some ex-
perts believe it will be US$2,000
by the end of next year.

The US maintaining its stance on
monetary policy has been identified
as critical factor in this, and it is
doing the US dollar no favors at all.
This is because almost all com-
modities, including gold, are usually
valued in US dollars, so
a weaker “greenback” helps boost
such things as precious metal prices.

The political situation in America
is not helping things either. Some
analysts are predicting that the Fed
will continue with another signifi-
cant round of “quantitative easing”
– now dubbed “QE3” – when the
present one runs out in June.

Edel Tully, precious metals
strategist at UBS, says, “Expec-
tations that QE2 could be followed
by QE3 are higher in the gold
markets than [others].” This may
be even more likely after Standard
& Poor’s downgrade of the US
outlook from “stable” to “nega-
tive.” This can only help gold.

This could be an important date
for gold in the short term. If there
is no more QE then, as Tully ex-
plains, “Towards the end of this
quarter gold could hit a stumbling
block.”

An end to QE would mean the
US government could not continue
its loose monetary policy and it
would have to tighten its belt.

However, the potential impact
of inflation would then rear its ugly
head.

Other commodities such as
food and oil have already pushed
real interest rates (nominal rates
minus the cost of inflation) into
negative territory.

We must also remember than
this is not a uniquely American
problem. Negative rates are
causing problems for China as
well and the demand for actual
gold bullion is going through the
roof.

Jeffrey Currie, the head of
commodities research at Goldman
Sachs, explains, “Gold is ulti-
mately dependent on real rates,
which are a function of both
inflation expectations and mon-
etary policy.

“A top in gold prices will only
become apparent when the risks
of sovereign default are behind us
with a clear and successful exit
of the stimulus we’ve seen over
the last few years.”

So is gold still worth a
shot? Yes, but be prepared for a
bumpy ride.

Graham Macdonald, MD of MBMG
Group. E:graham@mbmg-inter-
national.com. MBMG Group will not
accept any liability for errors or
omissions in above article.

Pouring money into gold might not be a bad idea

AS EXPLAINED in last week’s Live Wire,
the 3G situation in Thailand is incredibly
convoluted, from what exactly 3G is com-
pared to what is being called 3G, to who
has rights to provide “real” 3G and why is
it taking so long for Thailand to roll out
what the rest of the world seemingly
already has.

Last week I explained the basics of what
3G is and what is being touted as 3G. Here,
I will delve into why
Thailand has hit a brick
wall in allowing private
companies to make true
3G available.

For those who thought Live Wire was
complicated last week, strap yourselves in
– you’re about to get a crash course in gov-
ernment concessions and why telecom
giants are fighting tooth and nail for access
to very lucrative revenue streams.

To understand the root of the 3G prob-
lem in Thailand, first let me draw a rather
inadequate analogy: AM and FM radio.

Although both AM and FM deliver radio
signals, they work in different ways on dif-
ferent bands – that is, different frequencies.

HSPA, which delivers “real” 3G speeds,
can work the same way.

Internet Service Providers can run HSPA
on many different frequencies. In Thailand,
we’re concerned with two frequencies.
One of them is (confusingly) called
850MHz. The other is called 2.1GHz.

Ultimately, the government has to grant
the concession – the right to use HSPA tech-
nology on certain channels on the airwaves.
The board that grants that right doesn’t exist
yet – it’s been a work in progress for years.

Some day there will be new laws, a board
will be formed, a method (probably auc-
tion) determined for carving up the
airwaves, and phone companies will buy
the rights to use HSPA (or WiMax or LTE),

test the service, then roll
it out. By my reckoning,
that day is, at best, two
years away.

Right now, it looks like
TOT and CAT can legally roll out HSPA on
the channels that they operate today.

There’s a great deal of debate about that
statement, but it appears as if it’s correct.

TOT right now operates an HSPA net-
work on the 2.1GHz channel (think “FM
radio”) in Bangkok.

CAT right now operates several HSPA net-
works on the 850MHz band (think “AM”).

CAT owns the CDMA network in
Bangkok on the 850MHz band, but it is
operated by Hutch. CAT also owns the
CDMA networks outside of Bangkok, which
also run on 850MHz.

Confused yet? Hang on. It gets worse.
The auctions that were proposed, post-

poned and battered back and forth in the
media were for the 2.1GHz band only.

As of right now the government has been

prohibited by court order from issuing
licenses to other telephone companies to
run HSPA at 2.1GHz (think “FM”).

But TOT still has a license for HSPA at
2.1GHz, at least in Bangkok.

And CAT has a license for HSPA at
850MHz (think “AM”), all over Thailand.

There are many different opinions about
whether TOT has a license for HSPA at
850MHz or if CAT has a license for HSPA
at 2.1GHz and, if they do have the licenses,
whether they can sub-let their frequencies
to other companies.

But there’s no question at all that TOT
can run HSPA “3G” in Bangkok (on the
2.1GHz “FM” band), and CAT can run
HSPA “3G” outside of Bangkok (on the
850MHz “AM” band).

Last month, True attempted to buy
Hutch’s concession for CDMA in Bangkok
and turn it into an HSPA network.

CAT is amenable to the deal, but it’s hard
to say if it’ll pass regulatory and legal review.

Regardless, the handwriting is on the
wall: CAT has no intention of expanding its
CDMA/EV-DO network. They’re jumping
to HSPA as fast as they can. So if you buy
a CAT EV-DO card today, do so on the un-
derstanding that it may not work next year.

In all, Thailand does have 3G – specifi-
cally, it has HSPA. It’s just very convoluted.

There are billions of baht at stake, so don’t
expect any clear-cut solutions any time soon.
In the interim, CAT and TOT are both mov-
ing as fast as they can to expand their HSPA
networks. Each wants to get a customer base
– a revenue stream – before competition with
AIS, DTAC, True, Samart and a dozen other
companies kicks in.

STILL WAITING: Office workers walk past a 3G sign in Bangkok. There’s been a lot of hype,
but whether it’s coming or not, is another matter. Photo: AFP

For news updates follow Woody on Twitter:
@PhuketPC or drop by AskWoody.com

Patong Merlin Hotel

promjaiphuket@gmail.com

for April ’11Best Promotion
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Judgement Day a
letdown for mad
Terminator fans

Lohan to serve
hard time, and
morgue duty

TERMINATOR movie fans on
Tuesday night were throwing their
toasters out the window and
smashing their laptops to
smithereens with the impending
threat that machines were about
to take over the planet.

For die-hard, semi-delusional
fans of the Terminator franchise,
Tuesday was Judgement Day.
You know, the day the missile-
controlling computer network
Skynet became self aware.
Wednesday was supposed to be
the day when the “machines took
over”, and we as humans entered
a near-apocalyptic era at the
mercy of those dreaded machines.

Alas, even the most fanatical of
fans had to admit that by Thurs-
day, when iPads and iPhones
weren’t spontaneously combust-
ing in-hand, and Terminator
henchmen weren’t roaming the
streets, that this version of reality
might just be a little far fetched.

Creator of the Terminator
series, James Cameron, even
tweeted on Tuesday: “Skynet was
supposed to go operational to-
night. Instead of machines taking
over, we have the very real threat
of global warming.”

If any Phuket reader did notice
strange behavior from their home
electronics this week, or, if
they happen to glance upon a
Terminator hiding out in Patong,
feel free to write in.

The ‘Super Size Me’
man on Hollywood

LINDSAY Lohan made the news
again this week for violating parole.

The Hollywood actress who
starred in – err, well, nothing we
can recall – was sentenced to 120
days in jail and ordered to serve
480 hours of community service.
This includes working at the Los
Angeles County Morgue.

Lohan, 24, was earlier ordered
to stand trial on a reduced misde-
meanor charge of stealing a
US$2,500 necklace in January.

MORGAN Spurlock, the docu-
mentary maker of Super Size Me,
is back with another comical
insight into corporate America
that he seems so irked by.

The Greatest Movie Ever Sold
is a documentary about product
placement, marketing and adver-
tising in the movie industry. The
film premiered at the Cannes Film
Festival in January and hit the US
box office last weekend. Reviews
suggest this one is a smirk-a-
minute, insightful journey into the
corridors of power in the US film
industry. Keep your eyes on the
web for release dates worldwide.

– Fraser Morton

HAUNTED house flicks have been
a staple of cinema since the era of
silent films. They’re so embedded
in film culture that some critics
have said they have completely run
their course: There are no more
surprises to be had in this genre.

Put in the right hands, however,
a seemingly unoriginal plot can
become a unique movie-going
experience. Insidious is one of
these stories. It may be an age-
old tale, but that doesn’t stop it
from delivering the chills.

Insidious also helps to solidify
a trend of “rebooting” films
that fuse horror with domestic
lifestyles (think innocent families
forced to reckon with evil, like
The Poltergeist and The Exorcist).

This trend began to resurface
with the unprecedented success of
the low-budget Paranormal Activ-
ity, in which an eerie presence
haunted a young coupled trying to
get a decent night’s sleep in their
new house. Though it’s arguably a
bit twisted, moviegoers can’t seem
to get enough of watching charac-
ters they can relate to go nuts from
ill-intended ghosts, demons, and
strange phenomena.

But what better way to strike
fear into a wide audience than to
tell a story with characters they
can easily identify with? Audiences
in Thailand consistently favor two
genres: comedy and horror,

unfortunately two of the most
abused genres in film. Maybe it’s
because they relate so well to au-
diences or because the films have
relatively low budgets, but both
genres are frequently full of un-
original characters and stale
storylines.

Malaysian-born director and
self-proclaimed horror fanatic
James Wan avoids this chasm by
embracing his genre of choice. He
first made a name for himself
when he wrote and directed the
first Saw film, which was ex-
tremely influential in kicking off
the modern wave of extremely
violent horror films, dubbed
“torture porn” by disapproving
parents.

Parents, however, are clearly
not Wan’s prerogative, quality
horror is. He is obviously die-hard
fan of fright – and he’s seen
enough to know what makes au-
diences tremble.

Wan borrows heavily from all
the right horror classics, ensur-
ing Insidious delivers plenty of
jumps as it does edge-of-your-seat
tension. It’s not the kind of ten-
sion that you get from watching
big explosions in high-budget ac-
tion scenes. It’s that nail-biting
tension that only a few films
achieve by making audiences
genuinely, sincerely frightened.
Some scenes are borderline un-
comfortable, especially when
composer Joseph Bishara’s score
can single-handedly send a shiver
down your spine.

The plot is simple enough to
avoid any lengthy explanations,
allowing the creepiness to begin
immediately. Josh and Renai Lam-
bert (Patrick Wilson and Rose
Byrne) are the kinds of neighbors
most would be happy to have –
responsible homeowners, good
parents, and quite personable. Josh
is a dedicated teacher and Renai
takes care of their three young
children. In short, they’re a pic-
ture-perfect family.

The oldest son, Dalton, is about
eight years old. After a small ac-
cident while playing around the
families new house, he fails to
wake up the following morning in
what doctors say is not quite a
coma, not quite a state of con-
sciousness. As the story unfolds,
it becomes clear that the doctors
can’t define Dalton’s condition
because it’s not exactly a medical
one.

The family uncovers one eerie
revelation after another until they
find themselves immersed in the

unknowns of the supernatural
world. By the end of the film, the
story ventures so far off on its
own path of supernatural realities
that its story can hardly be con-
sidered unoriginal.

One final note. Insidious is
Wan’s first film that earned a PG-
13 rating from the  Motion Picture
Association of America, and some
have taken an objection to this.
Though cleaner language and far
less blood distinguish it from
Wan’s past films, the overall in-
tensity of Insidious might be a bit
much for the average 13-year-old.

Put it this way, if I were 13 and
watched this movie, I’d be sleep-
ing in my parents’ bedroom for
weeks.

Keep your eyes on the web for
the Thailand release date.

Director: James Wan
Starring: Patrick Wilson, Rose
Byrne, Ty Simpkins
Genre: Horror
Gazette Rating: 4/5

Insidious

In for a night of fright
REAL SCREAMER: Horror flick ‘Insidious’ has already taken more than US$44 million at the US box office. Horror fans are already calling it a ‘cult classic’.

PROBLEM CHILD: Haunted and young
– not a new direction for the genre.
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Day at Delish

TRIO OF TREATS: Restaurant manager Angela Palma with waitresses
Niphaporn Promso and Bieb Sheeluang. Photos: Fraser Morton

There’s a cafe in Rawai that’s turning heads among
expats and tourists alike. Here are 10 reasons why...

By Fraser Morton

DELISH lives up to its name. Since
opening last December this little
cafe in Rawai, next to Fisherman
Way, has carved out a firm follow-
ing with expats and tourists as the
place to come for a fix of fresh
food. Here are 10 reasons why the
Phuket Gazette tips its hat to Delish.

Ice Coffee: Start the day straw-
in-mouth slurping a Delish Ice
Coffee (95 baht). A hulking scoop
of vanilla ice cream bobs in this
man-size glass. Wonderfully bad
for you, this will wake you up and
threaten to send you to sleep all at
the same time. Ice cream optional.
Tortilla: If you’re potty for
patatas, then the
Tortilla (130 baht)
with salad is a
perfect light order
for brunch. While
you gorge, why not
make use of the
free WiFi.
Splash of citrus:
All those work
emails will have invariably made
you thirsty. Try a Delish fruit juice,
lovingly squeezed on-site: apple,
orange, watermelon, pineapple,
carrot, pomelo (small 80 baht,
large 120 baht). You can even add
spice to your tipple with celery,
ginger, mint and beetroot. Juice
boxes seem to be banned here. The
very sight would no doubt go
against the Delish fresh ethos.
Toastie time: Salami, Parmesan,
mushroom, rocket and pesto in a
toastie (110 baht) is a Delish idea
for lunch, and one we fully sup-
port. The Gazette likes to dip its
toasties in soup, and the Soups of
the Day here (served with crou-
tons, 125 baht) are perfect
bedfellows for the toasties.
Interior: The interior is simple:
Walls (four of, one red), Delish
logo, one blackboard menu, one
giant plant, scatterings of black
wooden tables and chairs, ice
cream freezer, coffee machine, two
sizable deli counters encasing a
treasure trove of pastries, quiches,
cakes and other delights. There are
even cookie jars to dip into and a
deli corner with sauces and jams
for sale.

Aussie charmers: Australian co-
owners Greg and Alexander
‘Sandy’ Johnston, along with
Greg’s wife Liz, bring a bit of
down under charm to Delish. The
family not only have a wealth of
knowledge from experience in the
hospitality industry, but also seem
popular with their band of expat
faithfuls. Restaurant Manager
Angela Palma and super-happy
waitresses Niphaporn Promso
and Bieb Sheeluang complete the
Delish team.
Veggie values: Meat-abstaining
figure-watchers will be well served
here. Not only do salads come
fresh and flavorful, but other din-
ers around you will most likely have
some green on their plates. You’ll

feel out of place if
you don’t. But there
is plenty of choice
for non-meat eaters.
Check with the
Delish team for rec-
ommendations.
Now for the meat:
You don’t have to be
healthy here, in fact

as the afternoon rolls around, why
not try a Delish Burger (beef 220
baht, lamb 240 baht), add some
French Fries and order a cold brew
to wash it down. Or, if you like all-
day breakfasts, then try the Farm
Fresh Eggs (poached, scrambled,
fried, 90 baht) and add extras of
bacon, roasted tomatoes, hash
browns, beans, sausages (25 baht
each), mushrooms (35 baht) or
salmon (55 baht). Splash on some
HP sauce and you’ll be glad you did.
Sweet tooth: Brunch, lunch and
late lunch down, it must be cake
time. Try one of the “Delish-ous”
sweets on offer: chocolate and
carrot cake, cookies, muffins,
cupcakes, the list is endless as it
is sweet and reasonably priced.
Location: It’s nice when places
are easy to find and Delish is: In
the corner of the Fisherman Way
Business Garden (the new com-
plex), just off Wiset Road on the
way to Rawai coming from
Chalong. Parking here is plentiful
so bring your friends.

Owners Greg and Alexander Johnston TAKE AWAY EATS: Delish sauces and jams on sale in the deli.

Fresh-filled fritatta + salad ‘Delish-ous’ quichesTortilla, a must try

The Gazette did
manage to meet the
Johnston family dog
Lucky, and even he
was as nice as pie.

Delish is open from 8am to 6pm
Monday to Saturday and 10am to
3pm on Sundays, T:076-384680.
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YOU know a boat is big when it
starts making islands look small.
That was the main photo on
screen at the Royal Phuket
Marina on April 22 when United
Arab Emirates (UAE)-based ship-
builders Gulf Craft were showing
off their Majesty 88 and her little
sister, the Majesty 56.

Both yachts are on tour in the
region, heading to Penang on April
26 then on to Singapore for Boat
Asia on May 12-15.

The Majesty 88 craft was ac-
tually sold at the Singapore Yacht
Show (held from April 8-10) be-
fore it even reached Phuket.
Her owner, a “Chinese business-
man living in Singapore”, will
receive the US$4 million fly-

bridge after her third showing.
The tour is Gulf Craft’s first big

push into Southeast Asian markets,
after 20 years of only delivering
high-end yachts into the region.

“We have identified the emerg-
ing markets of Southeast Asia as
having huge potential for luxury
yachting,” Gulf Craft Chief Op-
erating Officer Erwin Bamps
explained.

“Not only are we seeing a new
generation of dynamic and wealthy
business people looking for qual-
ity lifestyles, but the entire area is
now gradually opening up for
marine tourism. It is becoming
more and more feasible and
attractive for an owner to keep
and cruise a luxury yacht in

Southeast Asia,” Mr Bamps said.
“We are convinced that South-

east Asia will be competing
directly with the traditional cruis-
ing grounds of the West in the very
near future. Our product range is
ideally suited to these waters, and
particularly to the aspirations of
the potential clients who are based
here,” he added.

In making that vision a reality,
Gulf Craft is establishing a series
of local dealers throughout the
region, with Tony Nixey, manag-
ing director of Phuket-based Go
Boating (Thailand), their represen-
tative in the kingdom.

He says the top attractions that
sealed the deal for the Majesty 88,
sold in Singapore, were the design

and style of the yacht, and old-
fashioned value for money.

“The interior design and the
style is quite liked by the Asian
market. For example, on the Maj-
esty 88 the galley is away from
the main deck, which appeals to
Chinese buyers,” he explained.

Designed inhouse by Gulf
Craft, the Majesty range sports
their iconic “eye windows” and
huge foredecks for entertaining
guests, and on the inside the first
impression is space, a quality fin-
ish and style.

On hand at
Royal Phuket
Marina to answer
any queries from
trade visitors and
even just inter-
ested viewers,
Mr Bamps was
happy to point out
the attention to
detail paid by
shipbuilders.

Much com-
mented by glean-
ers on the night
were the interior wood finish (six
coats), honeycomb sound
proofed filling in all panels, rub-
ber seal door jams and stylish
compartment click locks (all
anti-vibration), high clearance
throughout (including doorways)
and last but not least, many “oohs”
of appreciation for the contoured
doors in the master bedroom.

The genuine marble floors and
counter tops in each en-suite bath-
room in the eight guest berths are
also a nice touch.

Behind the aesthetics, and also
highly praised, were the layout and
practical features on the yacht,
making it much easier for the stan-
dard crew of three to run and
maintain the craft.

“Another big plus is that, as
these yachts are made in the UAE,
tropical specs are standard,” said
Mr Nixey.

“For example, air temperatures

there range from 45�C to 50�C and
the air-con fitted on Majesty
yachts is specced to account for
that, so there is no need for buy-
ers to boost the air-con abilities
on the boat.”

Also, the Majesty 88 fully
loaded has a draft of only 1.2
meters, which is very handy for
accessing the many shallow
bays the Andaman coast is
renowned for.

To enure the yacht’s capabili-
ties are not misunderstood, Mr

Bamps explained
it is ocean going
with a range of
500 nautical
miles and has a
beam of 6.3m
for stability,
and extra load
stabilizers can
be installed on
request.

In addition
to Go Boating
(Thailand), Pen
Marine in Pe-
nang and a newly

established dealer in Shanghai will
manage the transfer logistics of
boats to market in Asia.

A dealer has yet to be estab-
lished in Singapore, but is
currently under consideration, said
Mr Nixey.

“We are definitely spreading our
wings to Singapore, but [how we
do] that is undecided at this mo-
ment. Most likely it will be a joint
ownership with another dealer,”
he said.

Inside Thailand, “We are cer-
tainly going to Ocean Marina in
Jomtien,” he added.

In the meantime, “The launch
is giving people the chance to
finally see what Gulf Craft has
to offer.  The brand is  well
known in Asia, but this is the
first time people can get on
board and have a look at them,”
he said.

– Phuket Gazette

‘We have identified
the emerging

markets of Southeast
Asia as having huge
potential for luxury

yachting.’
–  Gulf Craft Chief

Operating Officer

Erwin Bamps

Majestic boats speed over to Phuket
PHUKET AHOY: Gulf Craft were showing off their Majesty 88 and her little sister, the Majesty 56 (above), in Phuket last week. The company is keen to expand its business in Asia.
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Phuket sweet on
Will and Kate
How the happy royal couple made their way to the
island this week, and how their union has instilled a bit
of national pride among British expats here...

ROYAL COUPLE: Prince William and Kate Middleton pose for an official
portrait in December, shortly after they announced they were to wed.
Photos: AFP/Mario Testino and Fraser Morton (left).SWEET TEAM: The Watermark Patisserie team who made the cake.

TAKING THE CAKE: Prince William and Kate Middleton. Peter Webber’s depiction of the happy couple.

By Fraser Morton

PRINCE William and Kate
Middleton have been swamped
with wedding presents from all
corners of the world in the run-up
to their big day – and even Phuket
got in on the act earlier this week.

Tens of thousands of packages,
plus cakes, cards, toasters and
even tea towels are mounting up
in three rooms at St James’s
Palace in London. The royals had
to take on more staff to cope with
the deluge.

A palace source told the British
press that Kate, 29, and William,
28, were “immensely flattered”
and would try  to reply to all send-
ers. The royal couple have urged
people to donate to charity instead
of sending gifts, but well-wishers
have not been put off.

Here on Phuket, Peter Webber,
general manager of Watermark
Patisserie, and his team have been
honoring the British royal couple
in their own style, with a giant
wedding cake.

Although Peter won’t be send-
ing the huge fruit cake, which is
laced with rum and topped
off with “royal icing”, he will
be serving slices of the cake free-
of-charge to his customers here.

Peter will be serving slices at
the Watermark on the bypass road
from Friday onwards.

Dubbed “Webber’s Watermark
William-Kate Cake”, it took
Peter’s team two days to make,
and even has the icing-covered
coat of arms emblems of the royal
couple adorning it.

“I think this wedding will help to
give Brits, and us expats abroad, a
sense of national pride,” Peter said.

“Many of my British friends
here on Phuket are excited about
the wedding and I think it’s great
for everyone to get involved.”

British Honorary Consul of
Phuket Martin Carpenter said on
Thursday that he was very pleased
with the response on the island to
“this wonderful occasion”.

He said he had received many
invitations to attend functions in
honor of the royal wedding, and
although he was unable to attend
them all, thanked all for their ef-
forts to celebrate the special day.

“I’m sure Prince William and
Kate Middleton will have many
happy years together,” he added.

It was back in December last
year when Prince William and Kate
Middleton announced they were
to be wed. Since then, there has
been a media frenzy worldwide,
and Friday was even declared a
national holiday in the UK.

The royal wedding invitation list
included many members of royal
families from around the globe, and
current British Prime Minister
David Cameron, former conserva-
tive PM’s Baroness Margaret
Thatcher and Sir John Major.

The Phuket Gazette wishes the
happy couple the very best,
although we’re not sure they
read our newspaper.
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Fighting racism in schools

Recording
artists on
‘Shine A

Loving Light’

ASK the majority of Phuket’s for-
eign teachers and they’ll tell you
that when it comes to most
schools hiring native-English
speakers that whites rank first,
Asians second and blacks regis-
ter a very distant third choice.

A fully qualified black teacher
recently recounted – on the con-
dition of anonymity – his
experiences in Phuket. While the
fact that he’s been discriminated
against will come as no surprise
to most other teachers in Phuket,
his experiences are very real and
must be incredibly frustrating to
live with.

“I once submitted my CV for a
position teaching in a educational
camp that was being held at one
of Phuket’s international schools.
The school phoned me back to set
up an interview, but upon arrival I
was told that no positions were
available.”

He did not want to name the
school specifically, but the lion’s
share of those running Phuket’s
international schools have been
educated in the West and these
people share in the responsibil-
ity for their school’s hiring
practices.

While employed in Phuket and
Bangkok, our teacher experienced
parents walking in to observe en-
tire lessons. Yet when he asked his
white co-workers if they had simi-
lar experiences, it became clear
why the parents had taken up such
an interest in their child’s new
teacher.

“Perhaps they thought I was
going to eat their children, who
knows?” he said with a wry smile.

“It’s not so much the teachers
and employers who are to blame,
and the students don’t care one
bit; administrators are simply act-
ing on most local parents’
concerns and responding to what
many parents look for in a
teacher.”

Perhaps that’s what a nursery
school in Chalong is responding
to in a job ad
posted last
month. The ad
clearly stated
that they were
looking for a
“ C a u c a s i a n ”
teacher. The ad
also stipulated
that candidates
be female and
speak English as
their native lan-
guage.

Basically, if you look and
sound like J.K. Rowling, you’re
welcome apply. However, if you
not only sound like Condoleezza
Rice but look like her, don’t waste
your time. Degrees and other
qualifications were not men-
tioned.

Phillip Williams of Ajarn.com
says he often receives racist ads
that senders want him to post on
his website. His typical response
on seeing such ads is to call the
school to ask them that he not
include their racist requirements
on his job board.

On one such occasion, he got
in touch with a school’s Head of
English Department, who Mr
Williams said, “genuinely felt that
there was nothing wrong with
(asking for white teachers
only).”

Asked why the school didn’t
want black teachers, the HoD re-
plied, “Because of the image of the
school.”

Mr Williams told the HoD that
he was appalled someone in her
position would feel that an ad-
vertisement stating “white
teachers only” was perfectly
acceptable.

In response, she simply asked,
“Why, is that offensive?”

“I don’t want black teachers
wasting their time applying for this

job,” Mr Williams
posted in his
report of the inci-
dent.

“Do you think
I should put in a
note saying that
‘black teachers
are not encour-
aged to apply’
and any black
teachers who
take offense –
and I hope there

are many – can all phone her up
and give her a mouthful? Her mo-
bile number is listed in the ad.”

It’s not clear why he thought
that only black teachers would
phone up the school, but perhaps
he’s onto something. It’s not im-
possible for black and Asian
teachers to find jobs. While some
schools will employ non-whites,
it’s obvious why others still
refuse.

Foreigners enjoy many benefits
from living in Thailand, but many
compromises are also made and
teachers have to choose their
battles carefully.

The “when in Rome” approach
works well sometimes and we
may have left our nations in or-
der to live in Thailand, but is there
any need to leave all our morals
behind in the departure lounge?

If you have a TESOL or TEFL issue
you want addressed, then contact Eric
at kru.phuket@gmail.com

Does racial preferencing take place
in the Thai education system?
The Phuket Gazette find out...

Phillip Williams
of Ajarn.com
says he often
receives racist

ads that senders
want him to post
on his website.

GETTING THE MESSAGE: Anti-racism campaigns are seen the world over, but getting the message across and
making sure racism is stamped out, is a mammoth task.

Looking for a place to stay?
See more classified ads at www.phuketgazette.net
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Peter Davison
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PETER Davison has served as Man-
ager for International Service at
Phuket International Hospital since
2002. In addition to working with
international clients and their insur-
ance providers, he is an integral part
of planning for expanded services.
Currently, he advises on renovations
and additions as well as medical ser-
vices for the future.

“The owners of this hospital are
Phuket people committed to improv-
ing healthcare. We are expanding our
services and acquiring modern tech-
nologies and better equipment to
provide a higher standard of care.”

Peter is a healthcare professional
with extensive training and experi-
ence in providing medical support.
He was born in Tasmania and be-
came an ambulance volunteer at age
17. He trained for four years to be-
come an ambulance officer and
another four years to become a
paramedic, the latter qualification
allowing him to administer drugs
and give advanced pre-hospital care.

He also completed a two-year
nursing program in Hobart.

He acquired a diploma for
teaching and did post-graduate
work in social science, in the field
of program evaluation.

By 1994 he had a Masters of
Education and had completed re-
search into ambulance placement
and demand. He made a report to
the Parliament of Tasmania on re-
sponse time for ambulance services.

He was instrumental in creating
new university programs in New
South Wales which allowed for a
greater number of paramedics.

While at Charles Stuart Univer-
sity on a course, he met a team of
doctors from Thailand’s north-
eastern Udon Thani province who
were interested in upgrading their
regional ambulance services. They
hired Peter as their consultant.

“I had first visited Phuket in 1984
on a holiday and responded to a
drowning at Patong Beach.

“I was very impressed with
Thailand and when the opportunity
arose to work for the Wattana Hos-
pital Group in Udon, I accepted. I
wasn’t too sad about leaving the
ambulance services in Australia as
my work had become very politi-
cal and I was more interested in
providing the best emergency care
delivery systems.

“I felt I could be more effective
working in rural Thailand which
did not have ambulance training
and placement programs.”

Peter worked in the Udon Thani
region for over five years, provid-
ing a number of essential services.

He liked the challenges of his work,
which included the establishment
of helicopter evacuation services
from neighboring Laos to hospi-
tals in Udon.

He also provided essential medi-
cal services for trauma victims who
needed to be evacuated to places
as far away as London, Los Ange-
les, Sydney and Switzerland.

In addition to medical and am-
bulance training, he became a
consultant to the Ministry of
Health in Bangkok on the devel-
opment of ambulance services in
Thailand.

In 2002, the Tansiriroj family
offered him the opportunity to work
at Phuket International Hospital as
they wanted to strengthen their in-
ternational program.

“We are currently developing
our medical tourism programs.
The demand has far exceeded all
expectations. I work at building
an international network of sup-
port agencies, such as travel
agencies, that spread the word of
our medical services. To date, our
most popular procedure is breast
augmentation, mainly for clients
from Australia.”

Peter is also a Director of Emer-
gency Asia, which provides first
aid training for businesses in Thai-
land, Vietnam, Laos and Burma.

He has very little free time but
enjoys playing golf when his busy
schedule permits.

The individuals profiled in “Expat Gallery” are chosen on the basis
of their contributions to Phuket, and for having made those contri-
butions in successful partnerships with Thais. For many, the con-
tributions have entailed significant investment, often in the mid-
80s and 90s when the rules of business were, ahh, not always
clear. Some are not in business at all, but all have one thing in
common: if there were a Who’s Who in Phuket, they’d be in it.

About Expat Gallery
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Our legends are fading away

By Neil Quail

SCAN through any number of
publications that deal with sport
and a word frequently used to
describe a talented individual or
team is one that is overused and
misused – that word is “legend”.

A definition for legend that sits
well with this writer is that of
semi-divine hero. There are many
sporting greats that fit this godly
term, but allow a little self-indul-
gence and a brief list of my own
heroes – true legends which in-
clude football’s Harry Gregg,
cricket’s Don Bradman and
rugby’s Tom Crean.

What sets these individuals
apart from stars in the modern
game is not just their sporting
skills which were truly legendary,
but also their deeds and struggles
outside their playing arenas.

Harry Gregg (MBE) is one of
Manchester United’s greatest-ever
goalkeepers. He was involved in
one of sports most tragic accidents
when the plane he was travelling
on with his Manchester United
teammates, crashed on take-off

near a fuel dump at Munich-Riem
airport in Germany.

On regaining consciousness af-
ter the initial crash, Gregg kicked
a hole through the fuselage and
despite being aware the plane could
explode at any moment, returned
to the burning wreckage several
times and carried seven passen-
gers, including Sir Matt Busby,
Bobby Charlton, a baby girl and
her pregnant mother, to safety.

Four months later, Gregg was
voted “best goalkeeper” in the 1958
World Cup held in Sweden, play-
ing for Northern Ireland. His salary
as a professional player, you
may be interested to learn, was
just UK�20 a week. A supreme
talent, a genuine hero, a true
legend.

Sir Donald Bradman is consid-
ered by many to be the greatest
cricketer of the last century.
Crickets bible, the Wisden Alma-
nac described him as, “the greatest
phenomenon in the history of
cricket, indeed in the history of all
ball games”. Not a bad acolade to
have associated with oneself.

Bradman’s epic career records

are too many to mention, but con-
sider he retired in 1949, aged 41,
with a batting average of 99.94
runs, and to this day any player
who has played more than 20 test
innings has not surpassed 62 runs.

Understandably, non-cricket

playing readers may not fathom
the iconic nature of these statis-
tics, but in terms of other sports
and their greatest players a com-
parative scale shows Bradman’s
career average at 4.4. This same
scale shows Pele at 3.7, baseballs’
Ty Cobb at 3.6, golf ’s Jack
Nicklaus at 3.5 and basketball’s
Michael Jordan at 3.4.

A further testament to his leg-
endary status can be realized by
the first question Nelson Mandela
posed to an Aus-
tralian visitor on
being released
after 27 years of
incarceration,
when he asked
if Sir Donald
Bradman was
still alive?

B r a d m a n ’s
achievements
become even
more astounding
due to the fact he
was invalided
out of the Aus-
tralian army in
1941 as a result
of chronic
muscle prob-
lems and poor eyesight. Hard to
believe that he managed to attain
any records considering his sport
relied heavily on hand-eye
co-ordination.

The name Tom Crean, even in
the rugby world, is not particu-
larly well known. Apart from
representing Ireland in rugby
when the team won their first
Triple Crown (victories over En-
gland, Scotland and Wales) in
1894, he was a Major in the Brit-
ish Army and a doctor.

Crean also captained the Brit-
ish Isles (now the British and Irish
Lions) on their 3-1 winning test
tour of South Africa in 1896.
The second match of this series
saw South Africa score their

first-ever international try.
After the tour Crean stayed on

in South Africa, eventually en-
listing with the Imperial Light
Horse Brigade during the second
Boer War and was involved at
both the Relief of Mafeking and
the Relief of Ladysmith. It was
during the Battle of Tygerkloof
that Crean distinguished himself
by attending wounded soldiers
under heavy enemy fire from
only 150 yards away.

Crean was
shot once in the
stomach and
once in the arm,
but continued his
duties and saved
the lives of two
soldiers and an
officer. His inju-
ries caused him
to be invalided
from the army,
but was awarded
the Victoria
Cross by King
Edward VII for
his heroic efforts.

Heroism did
not end there for
Crean. He re-

joined the British Army and served
with the 1st Cavalry Brigade
during World War I, where he was
wounded several times and
received the Distinguished Service
Medal in 1915.

Three incredible men who not
only reached the pinnacle of their
sports, but are the embodiment of
heroism and had the right stuff to
become legends.

The Liverpool legends are due to
play in Phuket this June and therein
lies an argument. These former pro-
fessionals are superstars and great
ambassadors for the game of foot-
ball, but now knowing the stories
of Harry, Don and Tom can the term
legend be applied to John Barnes or
Robbie Fowler? I think not.

Remembering true sporting legends
who triumphed over adversity to etch
their names in history as heroes…

Harry Gregg (inset, left) was
dubbed the  ‘hero of Munich’.

HONORING LEGENDS: Manchester United players Wes Brown, Paul Scholes, Gary Neville and Ryan Giggs take part in
a photo-shoot in 2008 to remember the 1958 Munich air disaster that claimed the lives of seven of the club’s players.
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Is Windows driving you nuts? Want to know about the
best Internet connections in Phuket? Need help finding
a repair shop or a dealer that knows what they’re doing?
Join For Dummies… author and local Windows guru
Woody Leonhard in his free weekly seminars. Sponsored
by Woody’s Sandwich Shoppes and the Phuket Gazette.

For more info contact Woody at T:076–290468

May 1 – Patong,  May 8 – Laguna,
May 15 – Chalong

Starts at 10am.

April 30-May 3. You Too Can
Cartoon!
Renowned cartoon artist Iskander
Walen comes to Thanyapura for
two wondrous workshops intro-
ducing the basic and most enter-
taining elements of cartooning to
aspiring artists of all ages.
Iskander’s provocative and al-
ways amusing artwork has been
shown internationally in Paris, the
Netherlands and Singapore at the
Institute of Contemporary Arts
and the Singapore International Art
Fair. Price: 5,000 baht per person
for the two-day workshop, mate-
rials included. Ages: 10 years old
and above. Contact: Jo Moon at
T:076-336000 E:jo@pia.ac.th
or visit W:thanypura.com

April 30 and May 7 , 14 and 21.
Saturday brunch @ Two Chefs
Every Saturday Two Chefs
proudly presents our Saturday
brunch with a Scandinavian touch
from noon to 3pm. Eat all you can
for only 395 baht. Add another 300
baht and you can drink as much
as you want from our choice of
free-flow beverages. During
brunch, MJ & Megan entertain us
with their lovely voices. Contact
Two Chefs at T:076-330065
E:katacenter@twochefs.com or
visit W:twochefs.com

April 30. Family Brunch on the
Boardwalk
Les Anges at Royal Phuket
Marina hosts a “Family Brunch on
the Boardwalk” every Sunday,
from 11am to 3pm. Mums and

Free Computer Clinics

Into the Big Blue gala dinner will be held in the Ball Room of the Sheraton Grande Laguna.
For a donation of just 3,500 baht, guests will enjoy a free-flow bar, canapes, a four-course gala
dinner, fabulous entertainment and music they just have to dance to. Thanks to all the gener-
ous sponsors of the event, all money raised on the night will go to the Phuket Has Been Good
To Us Foundation, who are changing the lives of children in Phuket. Contact Chantal Fernandes
at T:089-8742942 E:chantal.fernandes@gmail.com or visit W:phukethasbeengoodtous.org

May 7. Into the Big Blue

Dads dine on the buffet, includ-
ing one complimentary cocktail.
Kids can enjoy all their favorites.
Price: 795++ baht per adult, in-
cluding one glass of house wine.
Half price for children under 12.
Free for children under 5. From
noon there will be face painting
and balloon twisting, and each
child will have the chance to win
fabulous prizes from Coco the
Clown. For reservations, contact
Les Anges staff at T:076-360803
or Chef Pascal at T:081-9680738
E : m u r a t c @ r o y a l p h u k e t
marina.com or visit W:royal
phuketmarina.com

April 30. Golden Week Charity
Piano Recital Dinner in Phuket
An amazing classical piano recital
featuring six rising Thai stars aged
12 to 19 years old will take place
at Trisara on Saturday, April 30.
The repertoire of the evening con-
sists of masterpieces by Bach,
Mozart, Beethoven, Schubert,
Chopin, Liszt, Brahms, Rach-
maninov, Debussy and Prokofiev.
All proceeds will be matched by the
Niyom Pattamasaevi Foundation
and donated to the Japanese Con-
sulate for the benefit of Japan Tsu-
nami orphans. Price: 5,900++ baht
per person. Contact Wannita
(Girl) at T:076-310308E:events@
trisara.com  or visit W:trisara.com

May 1. Labor Day
Public holiday for all commercial
workers. Government offices will
be open.

May 1. Thanyapura Sports &
Leisure Club Open House
Come take part in TSLC’s Open
House day and enjoy our world-
class facilities: 50m Olympic
competition standard swimming
pool; 25m swimming pool;
900sqm fitness center with cardio
studio, strength studio, aerobics
studio, spinning studio and a
stretching room; 500m spring-
loaded athletics track, with field

sports; six Plexicushion compe-
tition-standard tennis courts
(four covered); FIFA-standard
football & futsal field; and full-size
IRB-standard artificial rugby/
cricket pitch. Also enjoy DiVine
Restaurant, Bakery & Bar featur-
ing organic, locally grown food and
the largest organic wine-by-the-
glass selection on the island.
Contact Giles Leonard at T:
076-336000 E:giles@thanyapura
.co.th or visit W: thanyapura.co.th

May 5. Coronation Day –
Public Holiday
Coronation Day commemorates
the accession to the throne of HM
King Bhumibol Adulyadej.

May 5. Stock Market Investing
for Beginners (FREE)
Course Outline: The essentials of

investing in the US and global
financial markets. Four ways to
protect your money from the
most common scams directed at
expatriates. How to invest in
growth technology stocks and
emerging market economies such
as Thailand, Vietnam and China.
Stocks on the move… is now the
time to buy Google, Apple or
Microsoft? Join Don Freeman,
President of Freeman Capital
Management, and learn how to
find the best stocks at the right
time and when to sell to protect
your profits. Contact Don at
T:089-9705795 E:freeman capi-
tal@ gmail.com or visit  W: free-
man capital.net

May 6. Indian Feast @ Royal
Phuket Marina
Introducing an “Indian Feast” at
Les Anges in RPM. Enjoy Indian
cuisine every Friday evening
from 7pm to 10pm. Homemade
Indian food prepared and served
by experienced Indian chef
Padam Kahtri. Come on down
for a truly authentic Indian food
experience. Price: 495 baht net
per person. Contact Les Anges
restaurant at  T:076-360803
E:pascal@lesanges .com or visit
W:lesanges.com

May 10. Antinori Wine Dinner
at Mare Restaurant Phuket
The Antinori family has been
making wine for over 600 years.
You are invited for an exclusive
wine dinner headlined by the
leading Italian producers of
quality wines of the Antinori
winery, presented by Jacopo
Pandolfini on May 10, from 7
pm to 11 pm, at Mare restau-
rant at the Centara Grand Beach
Resort, Phuket. The exclusive
menu is created by Fabrizio
Crocetta, our Italian Chef.
1,900++ baht per person.
Contact Suchitra Sirirak (Cherry)
at T:076-201234 ext 1400.
E:asstprcpbr@chr.co.th or visit
W:centarahotelsresorts.com
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Message
from the
heart for 1st

anniversary

At sea exploring
conservation with
Pierre Cousteau

By Steven Layne

THE youngest son of legendary
filmmaker Jacques Cousteau ven-
tured to the Pearl of the Andaman
earlier this week to get a first-hand
look at the local marine environ-
ment and make contacts for a new
charitable foundation he chairs.

Pierre-Yves Cousteau’s week-
long tour comes amid concerns
about Thailand’s marine ecosys-
tems following the closure of
major dive sites in seven marine
national parks earlier this year.

The closures, which followed
reports of widescale coral bleach-
ing, fuelled speculation about the
future of this country’s multi-
billion-baht recreational diving
industry.

Pierre is following his father’s
legacy of sea exploration with his
own up-and-coming non-profit
organization, the Cousteau Divers.

Pierre chartered the vessel
Calisto from Singapore and
moored off the west coast of
Phuket on Monday.

The 29-year-old has come in
search of potential partnerships in
the local diving and marine tour-
ism industries.

His father once explored wa-
ters off Thailand as part of a world
tour in 1985, and again during the
filming of the 1989 documentary,
Thailande, Les Forcats de la Mer
(Thailand: Convicts of the Sea).

Not long after arriving on Mon-
day, a brief afternoon dive in the
murky water off the west coast
of Phuket left Pierre with a disap-
pointing first impression. Knowing
that the true treasures of the sea
would require venture offshore
from the west coast, where sedi-
mentary runoff from many
construction projects has taken its
toll on the marine environment. He
planned a dive in the famed wa-
ters near Krabi’s Phi Phi Islands
for the following day.

Last Tuesday morning, the
Phuket Gazette joined Pierre and
a small crew of media and divers
at Rassada Pier, where they
boarded the 19.5-meter-long dive
vessel Reef Ranger, owned and
operated by Andrew Hewett,
founder and general manager of
Phi Phi Island-based tour outfit
The Adventure Club.

The day’s diving included three
select sites: Shark’s Point (Ko
Muzang), Pida Nai Island and an
artificial reef sunk close to the
steep karst formations off Phi Phi
Don Island. The crew of Reef
Ranger provided rich background
context and other information for
its guests. Mr Cousteau had his
first sampling of authentic Thai
cuisine for lunch served on board.

While impressed with the color
and notable recovery of the cor-
als, Cousteau admits he was
expecting more from such a world
renowned destination.

“Its unfortunate there wasn’t a
higher quantity of marine life, par-
ticularly larger fish species,” he said.

The highlight of the stop
at Pida Nai was the a sighting of
at least one leopard shark.

Citing experiences from

previous dive trips in the Medi-
terranean, Bahamas, and Red Sea,
Pierre noted just how effective
public awareness campaigns and
enforced conservation laws put
in place decades ago are proving
today.

While hesitant to begin analyz-

ing the intricacies of local bu-
reaucracy and politics that affect
Thailand’s attempts at marine re-
source conservation, he insisted
it was in everyone’s best inter-
est to actively participate in a
global effort to preserve marine
resources.

ALL AT SEA; Pierre-Yves Cousteau aboard the ‘Reef Ranger’ earlier this
week. Photos: Steven Layne

Cousteau and dive master, Andrew Hewett prepare to dive at Sharks Point.

NEW OUTLOOK: The cruise back to Phuket. Andrew Hewett prepares passengers for their dive.

Cousteau dives in for conservation.
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CHIPPING IN: A donation of 67,900 baht was given by the Sofitel Phokeethra Group to
victims of the Japan disaster. Pictured from left are Lalita Damrongpong and  Meeporn
Oeawpanich of the Sofitel Phokeethra Group handing Kazunari Kotake, First Secretary
and Consul of The Japanese Embassy the cheque earlier this month.

Dressing white
for the occasion

South in it together for Japan

Pascal wows
The Pavilions

DOING THEIR BIT: The Rawai-Nai Harn Business Association held their first event last week, which was a fundraiser for
Japan Relief Aid at DaVinci’s. Pictured from left are founders of the Association: Peerawut Kunchorn, GM of the Vijitt
Resort; Michael Massey, Director of Atmanjai Wellness Center; Urs Aebi, GM of Serenity Terrace; Hajo von Keller,
Managing Director of Mangosteen Resort and Mark Norris, owner of DaVinci restaurant. Photo: Bruce Stanley

All Love Wedding
Studio in Patong had
their soft opening
this month, which
featured wedding
fashion, make-up
and hairstyle shows.

FRENCH FLAVOR: Acclaimed winemaker Pascal Jolivet
hosted a special dinner at The Pavilions last Saturday.
The Frenchman is known for his cross-cultural wine-
making, taking grapes from France to cultivate in New
Zealand. Guests enjoyed a sumptuous menu by
Executive Chef Alec Lomas. Pictured from left are
Francois Poletti, F&B Director, Linda Augier, Guest
Relations Manager, Pascal Jolivet, Fauziah Nager and GM
Jean-Christophe Nager.

LEGEND’S LEGACY VISITS: Pictured second from left is Andrew Hewitt of The Adventure Club
with Pierre Cousteau (center) and guests at Surin Beach Club. Photo: Neil Quail
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 Crossword answers on page 35

Provided by BestCrosswords.com.
Used with permission.

Across
1. Salinger girl
5. Elegance
9. Governed
14. Back
15. Peeling potatoes, perhaps
16. ___ Gay
17. Actor Auberjonois
18. “Hard ___!” (sailor’s yell)
19. Hybrid beast
20. Ice cream type
22. Building
24. Yeah, right!
25. Expels
26. Trouble
29. Indian of Mexico
31. Choreographer Alvin
32. Busy as ___
33. Half of D
36. Hit sign
37. Large island of Indonesia
40. Hollywood Squares win
41. Autumn month (three letters)
42. ___ bene
43. Criminal
45. Nail-like fastener
47. Caress
48. Declare
51. Markers
52. Prosper
54. Cradle song
58. Fortune-telling cards
59. Large jug or pitcher
61. Baseball family name
62. Happening
63. Tidy, without fault
64. Indian instrument
65. Like marshes
66. Draw with acid
67. Biblical garden

Down
1. Goes astray
2. Ooze
3. Hindu lawgiver
4. Recluse
5. One that lends
6. Dark
7. Classic Jaguar
8. Blunted blade
9. Experience again

10. Uniting
11. Reasoning
12. Choose
13. Challenges
21. Follows orders
23. Discourage
26. Get an A, say
27. Green land
28. Swill
29. Become less intense, die off
30. Epsilon follower
32. In a frenzy
33. Chilled
34. Moderately cold

35. Single
38. Bring together
39. Entangled with
44. Shackle
45. Unit of time
46. Attractive
47. Next after the third
48. Fall bloomer
49. Blandly urbane
50. Rocky debris
51. Pertaining to the small

intestine
53. Sand hill by the sea
55. Put ___ on it!
56. Endoskeletal component
57. Monetary unit of China
60. Rainy

TAURUS (April 21-May 21):
Taureans shouldn’t
rock the boat where
work is concerned this

week. Even if events are not mov-
ing as smoothly as you would like,
the stars suggest that a satisfac-
tory conclusion will be reached by
the middle of May. Those celebrat-
ing a birthday this week can look
forward to a year of plain sailing.
The number five can bring good
fortune this weekend. Sparkling
days for romance are Monday and
Tuesday.

GEMINI (May 22-June 21): The
pecking order at work
could be affected by
the arrival of a new

employee. Geminis should have
little trouble relating to this per-
son, but other colleagues’ irrita-
tion could require your diplomatic
touch. Your romantic outlook im-
proves as May commences, with
focus on a steady relationship be-
coming more committed. Those
single and seeking could enjoy
meeting a fire sign this weekend.
The number eight is lucky early
next week.

CANCER (June 22-July 23):
Cancerians should
make a big deal out of
an issue that others see

as a minor matter. Your agreement

may be taken for granted unless
you demonstrate otherwise.
Thursday is most auspicious for
stating your feelings calmly – an
earth sign’s support comes at the
right moment. In romance, an air
sign is ready to lead you a flirta-
tious chase this weekend. Your
lucky number this week is two.

LEO (July 24-August 22): The
coast is clear for Leos
who have an innovative
business scheme to re-

veal. May is lucky for new en-
deavors, particularly if they in-
volve fire or water signs. A per-
sonal relationship could be put to
the test when someone asks you
for an honest opinion this week-
end. Being economical with the
truth is the tactful way out of this
potential can of worms.

VIRGO (August 23-September
23): Double check
travel details this week
as there could be

chance of last-minute changes or
mistakes. Your luck in most mat-
ters improves as May com-
mences. Finances are forecast to
become less stressful and there are
signs that your skills could be in
high demand. A romance with an-
other earth sign is well-starred, but
you may have an ex-flame’s jeal-
ousy to contend with.

LIBRA (September 24-October
23): An unresolved do-
mestic issue could
cause some stress for

Librans this week. If this is some-
thing you have been trying not to
think about, the stars suggest that
facing up to facts will be easier
during the first week of May. In
the realm of romance, a mystery
involving a love interest should be
solved soon. Those in a commit-
ted relationship are forecast to find
that their partner still has hidden
depths.

SCORPIO (October 24-Novem-
ber 22): Scorpios may
have to finally admit
that it’s time to move

on from a work-related situation.
The stars are ready to support
your motivation to seek fresh chal-
lenges during May. Another wa-
ter sign could have some handy
tips early next week. Romance is
smooth as silk for those already
involved. If you are still waiting
to meet a soul mate, Leo could
catch your eye this weekend.

SAGITTARIUS (November 23-
December 21): A lack
of practical planning
could hold some

Sagittarians back in May. Take
some quiet time alone this week-
end to put your priorities in order.
Your outlook is positive this month
as long as you don’t get side-
tracked. Romance could be a fac-
tor – as soon as you stop day-
dreaming about an impossible re-
lationship, you will see that true
love is closer than you think.

CAPRICORN (December 22-
January 20): Your en-
ergy is likely to be scat-
tered this week. Take a

realistic look at where to perse-
vere and where to give up. One
business scheme or idea involv-
ing a water sign can safely be left
on the back burner until this per-
son shows serious interest. Con-
tinuing to play romance low-key
is the best option until you are
more certain of your feelings. The
number eight can bring good for-
tune this weekend.

AQUARIUS (January 21-February
19): Existing ventures
are forecast to be ex-
panded during May, but

Aquarians are advised to be care-
ful if considering taking on new
business or work responsibilities.

Your tendency to take family sup-
port for granted could cause do-
mestic tension. The stars predict
that those with a partner may need
to give extra attention this week.
Lucky days for finances are Mon-
day and Tuesday. Wear onyx to
encourage a sensible frame of
mind.

PISCES (February 20-March 20):
The stars suggest that
a lot of hot air will be
blown around at work

this week. Pisceans should not be-
lieve all they see or hear. As the
month of May progresses, you are
likely to be offered an opportunity
to see real progress and this
should result in a higher income,
but will also require you to learn
more up-to-date skills. The num-
ber six brings good luck this
weekend.

ARIES (March 21-April 20): As
May begins, most
Arians should be filled
with renewed confi-

dence. The stars are shining on
your success in business and
problems related to finance should
be solved to your satisfaction. On
the downside, keeping secrets
from family or people close to you
is highlighted to become a source
of stress. Your lucky number this
week is three.

The British Royal Wedding

1. How old is Prince William?

2. Where did he go to university?

3. Where did he meet Kate Middleton?

4. Prince William has been applauded for his choice
of profession. As of 2010, what job has he been
doing, and for which organization?

5. When he was 18 years old, Prince William took
time out from his studies to travel the world.
Where did he go?

6. Does Prince William have his own Coat of Arms?

7. What is Prince William’s last name?

8. Where did the Prince William and Kate Middleton
get married?

9. How old is Kate Middleton?

10. Who is Prince William’s grandad?

11. Who was the Best Man at the wedding?

12. Who was the Maid of Honor?

13. What year did Prince Charles and the late
Princess Diana get married?

Britain has been at a standstill in recent weeks in the
build up to Prince William’s marriage to Kate Middleton.
The pair shared their vows on Friday to the delight of
millions around the world. But amid all the hype
surrounding the wedding, you have to ask yourself: How
much do you know about the happy couple?

 Quiz answers on page 35
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SETTING THE STAGE: What the Siam Niramit Phuket show could look like
once the theater is completed. Below, construction is ongoing.By Janpen Upatising

IN A major development for the
Phuket tourism industry, the Siam
Niramit group plans to open its
second cultural showcase center
in time for the island’s next high
season.

Work on the two billion baht
Siam Niramit Phuket project got
underway without much fanfare
in October last year, when
approval was granted by the pro-
vincial government.

The project follows the success
of the group’s Siam Niramit
Bangkok, a Thai arts and culture
show in operation since 2005 in
Huay Kwang District in central
Bangkok.

Since 2004, the same group has

operated the Dream World amuse-
ment park in Pathum Thani, a
northern suburb of the capital.

Siam Niramit Phuket will be
constructed on a 57 rai plot located
off the bypass road in Rassada, not
far from the Koh Kaew district
border. Situated behind the Hino
showroom, towering cranes work-
ing on the project are clearly visible
from the bypass road.

The project will include a 1,740
seat theater, a large dining hall, a
Thai “four seasons” village, a 15
rai lake with floating market for
daytime shopping, staff apartment
complex, and a parking lot for
220 cars.

Siam Niramit CEO Pannin
Kitiparaporn, reportedly one of the
richest women in Asia,  said Siam

Niramit Phuket performances will
have similar production standards
as those staged in Bangkok, but
with more scenes and new
special effects techniques.

Construction is well underway
with an investment of approxi-
mately 2 billion baht, said Ms
Pannin.

One of Thailand’s most well-
known female business tycoons,
Ms Pannin was once featured in a
segment on the popular BBC
World series Peschardt’s People.

Building contractor for the
project is Power Line Engineer-
ing Public Company Limited.

Based in Bangkok, the com-
pany was also responsible
for the construction of the

Jungceylon center in Patong.
Siam Niramit Phuket is ex-

pected to compete with venues
such as Phuket FantaSea, a theme
park in Kamala that features a va-
riety of attractions including two

white tigers in an indoor glass
enclosure.

Staff in the public relations de-
partment of Phuket FantaSea said
they had no comment regarding
the Siam Niramit Phuket project.

Pannin Kitiparaporn

Cultural theater
on track to raise
curtain next year
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AS a sure sign of the golden age
of Asian prosperity, Thai developer
Sansiri is set to plunge further into
the London real estate market.

Hot on the heels of the firm’s
launch of a 600-million-baht resi-
dential project, 9 Elvaston Place,
in South Kensington, the firm is
now considering further overseas
expansion.

The Thai group is tapping into
Thai demand for overseas real
estate given stable recurring rental
yields and strong capital apprecia-
tions track record in the UK.

Bill Barnett is Managing Director of
C9 Hotelworks and can be contacted
through www.c9hotelworks.com.

FOR some men the vision of the
perfect partner is an orphaned
Victoria’s Secret model who can
magically converse like Oprah
Winfrey.

Though reality bites hard and
in most instances such men end
up with someone who looks like
Oprah Winfrey but has the mind
of a beauty queen (pardon the ste-
reotyping – if this has offended
you, please discontinue reading
immediately).

Veering back to our topic of
real estate, a key development in
Indonesia caught my eye just the
other day. Certainly of late the
news in Cambodia about horny
old geezers marrying teenage
girls just so they could buy prop-

erty and conduct business has
created a quite a buzz.

Indonesia’s model, which up-
dates the country’s 1992 immi-
gration law, appears to be both
well thought out and considers
a number of important concerns
for mixed-nationality marriages.

Under the new rules foreign-
ers who are married to
Indonesians are allowed perma-
nent stay visas after two years.
Once that status has been attained
there is no need to renew the visa
annually; just simply report ev-
ery five years with no additional
costs.

A key bonus is the connection
between immigration and labor,
which allows the foreign spouse
to legally work in the country.
This is a key point aimed at
ensuring the economic sus-
tainability of both the couple and
any children.

Long-term thinking is also fea-
tured whereby if a couple divorces
after 10 years, then the foreign
partner is allowed to retain a visa
in order to be close to any chil-
dren from the marriage.

Children born into the family
who hold overseas passports are
also accorded residency rights.

Foreign investors have been
included in the new law, under
which those who stay three con-
secutive years can apply for
long-stay visas. Under the old
regulations the period was five
years.

What makes the Indonesian ini-
tiative newsworthy is both the
liberalization of its overseas in-
vestment sector and also a
humane face to the often-conten-
tious issue of mixed marriages.

Certainly Thailand, which has
one of the largest contingents of
these unions in Southeast Asia,
continues to remain in a position
of “seat warming”.

Despite overtones by the
present  government about
an open-door policy, there has
been littlen improvement over

Thai group invests
in London

WHILE Phuket remains en-
trenched with its current identity
crises about being primarily
a foreign-led real estate market,
Thailand’s other resort metropo-
lis, Pattaya, is singing a different
tune.

According to reports, the des-
tination now has 4,700 available
condominium units. Colliers Inter-
national reported approximately
3,400 new units were launched
last year and that take-up rates
remain strong.

While the most popular market
is the lower-price segment, the
small condo market absorption is
continuing to fuel positive buyer
sentiment.

The low-down on
Pattaya property

THE recent bidding process con-
ducted by an international consult-
ing firm in Bangkok over a prime
oceanfront parcel in Kata Noi con-
tinues to baffle industry insiders.

Located past the southern end
of Kata Noi, on a headland over-
looking Kata Thani beach resort,
the property was part of financial
firm Lehman’s Phuket legacy.

While an open bidding process
was reportedly conducted, few
property players know the land is
on the market.

The site is considered by many
to be one of the best luxury estate
or hospitality led residential plots
on the sought after west coast.

It’s understood that a transac-
tion is currently in the works and
the buyer’s identity will be known
in the near future.

Mystery bid for
prized Phuket land

the past few years.
For Phuket, where the prop-

erty market could use an
injection of initiatives to restart
the economic engine, there
remains little to write home
about.

While elections are being
touted as the winds of change,
the silent majority looks to be
the wild card in the process.
Unfortunately, the issue of im-
migration reforms appears to
have been lost at the bottom of
the “all-too-hard” basket.

Without either a strong ally in
government or substantial advo-
cacy or lobby group to steer the
mandate, for now it’s a slippery
slope of same-sameness.

National sovereignty remains
a touchy-feely issue here, and
there is only one thing for cer-
tain; For now, despite media
attention, the status quo ap-
proach looks to be the path of
least resistance.

CONNECTIONS: Long-term unions have benefits for both parties involved. Indonesia seems to
see the plus side of foreign investment in the country, with new long-stay visas now available.

Ties
that
bind
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PHUKET Vice Governor Weer-
awat Janpen praised organizers
and participants of the Colour of
Light International Seminar &
Exhibition held on April 23 for
embracing environmental issues
and collaborating to promote
awareness of green technologies
for sustainable development.

Supported by Phuket Architec-
tural Society (PA+S), the all-day
seminar at The Westin Siray Bay
Resort and Spa showcased the
latest developments in applications
for LED technology, color in de-
sign and water-saving innovations.

Dubbed an “illuminating exhi-
bition of innovation”, the seminar
aimed to educate, inspire and build
relations among the 140 partici-
pants with discussions, demon-
strations and workshops on ad-
vances in cost-saving, green
technologies.

Among the green-technology
professionals imparting their
knowledge at the seminar were
Energy Research Institute Deputy
Director Thanit Chindavanig
(M.Arch.), who is also Associate
Professor at Chulalongkorn
University’s Faculty of Architec-
ture, and Piyanan Prasarnrachakit,
Color Design Consultant for TOA
Paint (Thailand).

Other keynote speakers in-
cluded Osram (Thailand) CEO
Robert Buchan McKinnon, Traxon
Technologies Managing Director
Mike Mastroyiannis and Kohler
(Thailand) Head of Product Engi-
neering Vinai Rojanavanich.

During his opening remarks, V/
Gov Weerawat stressed the impor-
tance of preserving Phuket’s
natural environment to ensure the
island maintained its position as an
attractive destination for tourists
and investors.

“It is essential that energy-effi-
cient and cost-saving technologies
are integrated into the future de-
velopment of Phuket’s infra-
structure. This kind of collabora-
tion between government agencies
and environmentally-aware busi-
nesses is a very positive step for
Phuket towards future sustainable
development initiatives,” said V/
Gov Weerawat.

Dr Thanit reinforced the need
to quickly adapt to alternative and
renewable energy sources with a
fact-packed presentation showing

Seminar shines the green light

a rising demand and cost for a
finite supply of fossil fuels.

“At the current rate of con-
sumption, fossil fuels are set to
be depleted within 20 years. We
have to implement energy-effi-
cient technologies and focus on
alternative energy sources right
now, so that those technologies
are already in place for the next
generation,” said Dr Thanit.

Osram’s Mr McKinnon, in his
field of expertise, demonstrated a
wide range of energy-efficient
applications for small to large-
scale projects, including illum-
inating stadium-sized buildings
and providing low-cost street
lighting for glare-free nighttime
driving.

“LED lighting technology has
dramatically improved in bright-
ness, energy efficiency and
flexibility in recent years. The lat-
est ‘white light’ LED technology
from Osram is making streets
safer and reducing maintenance
costs up to 90 per cent,” said Mr
McKinnon.

With a spectacular demonstra-
tion of interactive and organic LED
technology for home and commer-
cial applications, Mr Mastroyiannis
of Traxon showed how building
facades can serve as giant video
screens with low operating costs.

He also stressed the need for
specialist companies to work to-
gether with long-term goals to
make these projects work.

“Large lighting projects can take
two to three years from planning

to completion and involve several
specialist companies in a wide
range of fields,” he said.

Tackling water conservation is-
sues was Mr Vinai of Kohler
(Thailand). His presentation, entitled
“Water Conservation Innovation”,
illustrated the results of Kohler’s
commitment to water conservation
for more than 100 years.

“We have reached a point where
our water-saving products and fix-
tures save tens of thousands of
liters of water each year for
households and hotels alike, com-
pared to standard toilets, faucets
and showers,” said Mr Vinai.

“As well as continually improv-
ing designs for space efficiency,
we have applied ‘touchless tech-

nology’ and introduced virtually
waterless urinals,” he said.

Flying to Phuket to attend the
seminar, Prof Piyanan of TOA ex-
plained to participants the nuanced
use of color, tone and shade to
enhance space and mood.

Looking beyond the presenta-
tions, Tiffany Decor account
executive Supaporn Yasang said the
seminar provided an excellent net-
working opportunity to learn about
possible new applications for the
company’s technology.

Conceived by Able Architects
Managing Director Pakhin
Aunggulsant and organized by
Prodigy One of the AEP Group
of design architecture-related
companies, the seminar and ex-
hibition was the second in a series
of quarterly PA+S Forum 2011
events aimed at establishing glo-
bal green-design standards at a
local level.

– Phuket Gazette

For more information visit www.
phuketseminar.com or contact
Prodigy One. T:076-248135. E:
info@phuketseminar.com, info@
prodigyone.com

GREEN SPEECH: Osram CEO Robert Buchan McKinnon at the Colour of Light seminar in Phuket last week.
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Tip of the
week

GREEN GOODNESS: Around the world, beans of all varieties are used extensively in cooking. Here in Thailand, most eateries will serve beans as appetizers. Photo: Wikimedia

THE first time a foreigner ventures
into a Thai establishment for
lunch, he or she will probably find
a plate of green veggies on the
table. We are not talking about
posh restaurants here, but the kind
of thatched roadside eateries fre-
quented by Thai workers, where
the food is presented for your in-
spection in large metal pots.

The platters of greens are usu-
ally a mix of morning glory and
cashew tree leaves, maybe some
Chinese kale or chives, but nearly
always some beans. A gamut of
exotic flavors.

The free beans on offer will be
string or green beans cut into
manageable lengths, and if you are
lucky, winged beans. And beans

are on our menu today because
they are delicious, easy to grow
and, as we shall see later, a source
of nitrogen.

String beans hail from Mexico,
but are now widely
grown throughout
the tropics and are
commonly seen
climbing wooden
supports in local
farms. The pods are
extremely long – up
to 18 inches (45
centimeters) – and
are a staple of Thai
cuisine.

They have a
crunchy texture and a slightly sweet
taste, which adds to their popular-
ity with Thais. Particularly rich in
vitamin K as well as A and C, they
are an ingredient in stir-fries, cur-
ries and much, much more.

Winged beans are the aristocrats

of the family. The pods are an at-
tractive bright green, and shaped
with four raised “winged” edges
that give them their name. They are
easy to find as packeted seeds,

grow quickly, espe-
cially in the shorter
days when there is
less sunlight, and will
climb over any fence
or upright tree.

This author grew
a couple of plants
from seed which
rapidly covered an
entire avocado tree.

The beans are,
needless to say, de-

licious, but have to be picked
young. Left too long on the vine,
they become fibrous and inedible.
With their delicate flavor, they are
best eaten raw, but can be used in
spicy nam prik (chili paste) or as a
stir-fry vegetable.

Mixed with prawn pat?, they
become a favorite dish called
sambal. As is the case with many
Thai edible plants, it is a pity that
they are not more widely culti-
vated, since all parts of the plant
can be eaten. The cooked leaves
taste like spinach, the flowers like
mushrooms. Even the nodulous
roots can be eaten. Apparently they
taste nutty.

And that, by a roundabout route
brings us to nitrogen, the last of

our three key soil requirements,
along with potash and phosphate.

Beans, and indeed all legumes,
possess added value in that they
help fix nitrogen in the soil. With-
out getting too technical, certain
micro-organisms inhabit their
roots, and help produce nitrogen
which is stored in root nodules.

Left in the ground, these nod-
ules add substantially to the
available nitrogen in the surround-
ing soil. In the West, it is common
horticultural practice to alternate
legumes such as clover, alfalfa,
soy bean or peanuts with other
crops so that the follow-on crop
benefits from the richer levels of
nitrogen in the earth.

Nitrogen is a paradox. It is the
largest constituent of the very air
we breathe, and every Thai rai of
land contains thousands of pounds
of the stuff. It is essential for plant
cell growth, it helps produce chlo-
rophyll (the green agent needed
for photosynthesis), and is present
in the DNA that enables cells to
reproduce.

It is a constituent (3 per cent
to 4 per cent) of plant tissue and
exists in such organic matter as
compost, urea and manure. Yet it
is the most common deficiency
in plants since it is not always
available in a useable form.

Succulent green foliage indi-
cates a healthy supply; pale green
or yellow leaves indicate it is in
short supply. Weak roots may also
be a sign of its absence.

So don’t forget your beans.
They not only taste good: they do
good as well.

A NEW resident to Phuket
recently asked which herbs and
spices could be easily cultivated
in Phuket.

First to mind was basil
(Osmilum basilicum). The Thai
version of sweet basil, known
in Thai as bai horapa, has
small, green-purplish leaves and
stems. Available everywhere, it
has an aniseed taste. A key in-
gredient in Italian pesto sauce
and many pizzas, it features
prominently in Thai stir-fries,
soups and curries.

Lemon basil (bai manglak)
with its marked lemony scent
has smaller, pale green foliage.

Both varieties seed readily,
and grow here like weeds.

Usually treated as an annual,
it is also possible to cultivate
basil as an perennial in your herb
garden, where it will grow into
a substantial bush.

Basil is shallow rooting and
requires moisture at its roots.
Apart from that, it requires little
or no attention.

Make friends:
Meet herb
and basil

Beans, and
indeed all

legumes, possess
added value in

that they help fix
nitrogen

in the soil.

For the love of beansFor the love of beans

Thai sweet basil (bai horapa)
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Properties
For Sale

LAND FOR SALE

In Cherng Talay. 15 rai. Price:
10 million baht per rai. Con-
tact K. Sunit. Tel: 081-787
9021.

TOWNHOUSE
IN KAMALA

Near Phuket FantaSea. 2
bedrooms, 2 bathrooms,
with kitchen. Price: 2.9
million baht. Tel: 081-719
1041.

LAND FOR SALE

Panoramic mountain views,
overlooking Laguna project.
Size: 4.921 rai. Price: 7.9
million baht per rai. Tel: 089-
729 2989.

2 RAI OF LAND
NEAR LAGUNA

Just over 2 rai of land for
sale near Laguna/Tinlay
Place. Ready to build.
Peaceful area but good
choice of bars, restau-
rants and golf nearby. Di-
rect sale from owner.
Price: Around 5 million
baht per rai. Tel: 087-278
1393 (English), 081-968
3707. Email: rawai2004@
yahoo.co.uk

LOFT SEAVIEW
VILLA

2 bedrooms, beachfront,
panoramic view. All facilities,
including fitness clubhouse.
Price: 37 million baht.Tel:
084-837 4429.  www.choke
chaiproperty.com

NICE AND
SPACIOUS HOUSE

In Heritage project, Kathu.
2 floors, fully furnished, 3
bedrooms, 4 bathrooms, 1
maid room. 234sq wah. 18
million baht. Tel: 081-
8920190 (Warit), 089-
6464823 (Rattana). Email:
prayoon_jp@hotmail.com

PHUKET VILLA
CONDO PATONG

New condo. 1km to beach,
near Bangla Rd and Jung-
ceylon, 1bed, 1 bath, fully
furnished. 3.9 million baht for
42sqm and  3.8 million baht
for 44.5sqm Tel:081-541
2025. Email: c.junlarat@
gmail.com

3-BEDROOM
HOUSE

3-bedroom house (53 sq
wah) near the The Heroines
Monument. 2 bathrooms, 3
aircons, telephone &
internet, curtains, kitchen
and full landscaping. Price:
2.95 million baht (nego-
tiable). Contact owner. Tel:
080-520 2989. Email:
pakaporns@yahoo.com

URGENT SALE!

Nice plot at a good location
near Two Villas project (Manik
area) with Chanote title. Price:
1.5 rai at 6.9 million baht. The
land has electricity access
and ready to build on. Tel: 080-
520 2989. Email: pakaporns
@yahoo.com

KATA APARTMENT
BUILDING

8 suite Western apartments
with huge terraces, most with
sea view. 130 -160sqm. Op-
tions: 5x2 bed, 2 bathrooms,
1x3 bed, 2 bathrooms, 2x1
bed, 1 bathroom or pent-
house. Over 1,400sqm de-
veloped at 35 million baht.
Also owner’s large sea view
pool villa available next door
at 10 million baht. Email:
daladdawan@yahoo.com

TOWNHOUSE
IN PATONG

On Nanai Road. 2 stories,
112.5sqm, 2 bedrooms, 2
bathrooms, bathtub, built-in
cabinets, kitchen, aircon and
car park. 1km to Patong
beach, near Bangla Road
and Jungceylon. Price 5.5
million baht or nearest offer.
No agents! Tel: 087-270
9093.

BANG TAO BEACH
APARTMENT

Absolute beachfront, stylish
2 bedroom + study apartment
in well managed group. Great
pool, gardens and sunsets.
Forced sale, so great value at
6.2 million baht, everything in-
cluded. Email for more photos
and details. Tel: +61-8-8297
8814, +61-439-886520 (En-
glish). Email: markfootner@
hotmail.com

PA KHLOK HOUSE
FOR SALE

3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms,
70sq wah. Community pool, 2
aircons, fully furnished, West-
ern kitchen. Price: 2.5 million
baht. Tel: 080-265 0211. Email:
jywan@hotmail.com

RAWAI 1 RAI
SEAVIEW LAND

Only 4.9 million baht for quick
sale. No agents please. Tel:
088-472 9601.

HOUSE IN NAI YANG
4 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms,
fully furnished, with mountain
view. Rent: 25,000 baht per
month. Sale: 4.5 million baht.
Tel: 080-265 0211. Email:
jywan@hotmail.com

3-BEDROOM HOUSE
Chuan Chuen Lagoon Soi 3 at
Koh Kaew. 2 bedrooms, 3
aircons, fully furnished. Price:
3.95 million baht. Negotiable.
Contact Scott. Tel: 081-866 8716.

FOR SALE AND RENT
8 bedrooms, 8 bathrooms, air-
conditioning, swimming pool,
living room, kitchen, roof garden.
In Patong, 550 meters from
entertainment center. For long-
term rent: 50,000 baht per
month. Sale: 20 million baht. Tel:
087-267 7281 (Italian), 085-243
3878 (Thai).

HOUSE & FURNITURE
Single house, 60sqm. 2 floors,
3 bedrooms and 3 toilets. In
Chaiyapruek Village at Land &
House, Chalong. Good location
and entrance from bypass road.
Built 2 years ago. Tel: 084-627
7001.

PATONG APT
2-bedroom apartment for rent
or sale. 87sqm unit on the 5th

floor with sea view. Fully fur-
nished. Tel: 081-891 6502.
Email: andrea.capucci@
gmail.com

LAND 9 RAI FOR SALE
Seaview land for all the main
road to Promthep Cape. With
Chanote title. 15 million baht per
rai. Tel: 081-693 9571.

3-BEDROOM HOUSE
62sq wah, 2 bathrooms, Villa
Dowroong. 4.5 million baht. Con-
tact Khun Tar. Tel: 076-377052,
089-971 1268.

LAND FOR SALE
Near the main road to Baan
Don-Cherng Talay. 68sq wah.
1.1 million baht. Tel: 089-472
9118. Email: honda.1437@
yahoo.co.th

PATONG TOWER
CONDO FOR SALE

Modern 1-bedroom, 70sqm
unit. Refitted and furnished.
Price: 4.95 million baht. Tel:
081-088 8099.

BEACHFRONT CONDO
2 bedrooms on top floor. Freehold.
North Patong. Price: 9.7 million
baht. Also available for rent. Tel:
086-276 5117. For photos please
email jihshand@gmail.com

12 RAI AT
NAI HARN BEACH

For sale with hotel project.
1km from the beach. Price: 12
million baht per rai. Tel: 080-528
8578.

STUNNING SEAVIEW
Overlooking Patong Bay.
Townhouse with 3 bedrooms, 4
bathrooms, and lock-up ga-
rage. Asking for 8.8 million
baht. Tel: 076-341618, 086-691
9657.

CHEAP LAND FOR SALE
Close to Phuket International
Airport. 4 rai, Chanote title. 3.8
million baht per rai. Tel: 081-868
7676. Email: phuketann@
gmail.com.
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CHALONG 5 BEDROOM
Pool Villa. Spacious 530sqm
home on 2,016sqm of land.
Tucked away on a quiet soi
near Chalong Circle. 5 bed-
rooms, 5 bathrooms, living
room, dining room, kitchen, 6m
x 12m pool. Furnished. Many
extras. Must see. Sale by
owner. Price: 20 million baht.
Tel: 086-638 9143.

LOVELY HOUSE

At Manik. The Valley project
2.2 bedrooms, 2 bath-
rooms. Price: 2.7 million
baht. Tel: 085-095 0599.

FULLY FURNISHED
HOUSE SALE

Chao Fah Garden Home 3
in Koh Kaew near BIS, 10
mins to Lotus. 2 beds, 2
baths, 2 aircons. Nice living
& kitchen room, car park,
fully furnished. Ready to
move in. 2.85 million baht
near Boat Lagoon. Tel: 081-
541 2025. Email: c.junlarat
@gmail.com

GREAT LIVING HOME

Single house for sale or rent
located at Phanason 3
(Thalang). Land area 63.3
sq wah, 3 bed, 2 bath, large
living area, furnished, ADSL,
tel, landscaped garden and
24hr security. Sale price:
2.85 million baht. For more
info, call Phing. Tel: 087-278
0067. Email: sweetpinky
@live.co.uk

SAI YUAN BUILDING

Building at Sai Yuan. 28sq
wah, 3 storeys. Price: 4.7
million baht. Tel: 081-606
7600 (Thai), 085-095 0599
(English).

LAND AT PA KHLOK
1 rai 13.6sq wah with Chanote.
Located on Tha Ruea-Pa Khlok-
Muang Mai Rd.11km from
Heroines’ Monument, near Mis-
sion Hill. Price: 3.9 million baht.
Tel: 089-4729118.

PRIVATE SALE OF
HALF A RAI

At Ao Makham. Land is lo-
cated opposite Port of Phuket
and next to Bel Air Cape
Panwa Resort. Price 4.2 mil-
lion. Tel: 081-891 5932, 089-
035 6702.

LAND AT
CHERNG TALAY

390sq wah, nice flat land, quiet
area, Chanote. In Pasak Soi 5
near Laguna Home. Price: 6 mil-
lion baht. Tel: 089-472  9118, 086-
709 2933.

SURIN BEACH
Land on Soi Haad Surin 2
for sale. 2.2 rai, 5 mins
walk to Surin Beach. Email:
costello@hot.net.au

30 RAI IN TOWN
Flat land near Dowroong
School in Phuket Town. Tel:
081-691 2526.

THIDA HOUSE
SALE 27 MILLION

Thai-style modern town-
house with land. Size:
10.50m x 10.85m. 2 bed-
rooms, 2 bathrooms with liv-
ing room, dining room,
kitchen and car park. Single
house on land size: 15m by
10.85m. 2 bedrooms, 2 bath-
rooms with living room, dining
area/kitchen, terrace and car
park. Soi Mountain View
Kathu Waterfall. Tel: 081-535
7585, 084-119 4262, 081-356
9754. Email: peecho74@
hotmail.com

LAND AUCTION
(PRIVATE)

On Sunday May 1, 2011. At
3pm. Land: 1.748sqm and 1.037
rai. Flat land in Kamala, Bang
Wan Rd. Near child develop-
ment center. Bidding starts from
4 million baht. Tel: 088-380 6212.

AO NANG / KRABI
Holiday homes. 1-bedroom
units: 2.8 million baht. 2-bed-
room units: 3.8 million baht.
Includes pool. For more infor-
mation please call 085-573
4734.

RAWAI BEACH VILLA
For sale. 80 meters from the
beach. Fisherman Way, exclu-
sive. Tel: 088-180 9411 (English).
Email: sillyes@gmail.com See
website at www.phuket-muay-
t h a i . c o m / f i s h e r m a n /
fishermanway

CHIC MODERN HOUSE
In Baan Ya, Thalang. 250sqm,
2 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, with
pool. Fully furnished. 15 min-
utes to the beach. Price: 7.9
million baht. Tel: 081-666 4561.
Email: johmday@msn.com

PATONG CONDOS
Ready To find your favourite
Patong Condo? Easy. Just call
Mrs Makie Sripair on 089-476
4121 and see all your options.
Tel: 089-476 4121 (English &
Thai). Email: admin@patong
condos.info

REDUCED PRICE VILLA
Panason Park View 1: 4-bed-
room, 2-bath, fully furnished,
excellent condition. Large gar-
den (70sqm. Nerest offer to 5.5
million baht for quick.sale. Tel:
082-418 9685 (English & Thai).
Email: vnp_nok@hotmail.com

SEAVIEW VILLA
FOR SALE

Seaview Villa in Rawai with IT
company for sale. Tel: 082-812
2018 (English). Email: david
@phuketutopia.com For further
details, please see our website
at www.phuket-muay-thai.com/
fisherman/fishermanway

450SQM WITH
SEAVIEW IN KAMALA
6-bedroom, 5-bath, 2-storey
split-level house on over half a
rai of land with sea view. Lo-
cated on Soi Bang Wan at the
top of a hill, the home is 12
years old and comes fully fur-
nished. Due to the death of a
spouse, this home is now on
sale as a matter of URGENCY
and no reasonable offer will be
refused. Valued at 15 million
baht and previously on the
market for 9.5 million, it is now
available at only 8.3 million.
This is basically the cost of just
the house itself, meaning that
the buyer gets the land for free!
There is ample room for a pool,
or 2nd house on the land. Prin-
cipals only, please. Tel: 087-
897 6030 (English). Email:
bazzoli@hotmail.com

FRONT SEAVIEW
FOR SALE

Mountain view at the back.
288sqm of land in Nor Sor 3
Gor, Ao Por Marina. Price: 2.3
million baht. Tel: 081-979 1761.

POOL VILLA FOR SALE
In Land & House Park Phuket.
3 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms, fully
furnished. Price: 6.9 million
baht. Tel: 081-606 2284.

PENTHOUSE
7 MILLION BAHT

Two entire floors in a very pri-
vate setting with the best view
in Patong. Great location. 9
million baht invested. Tel: 084-
848 4876.

180-DEGREE
SEAVIEWS NAI HARN

Penthouse apartment, 2 beds,
2 baths, private roof terrace,
pool, amazing sea views. Re-
duced to 3.7 million baht.
Please contact for more de-
tails. Tel: 084-136 8154. Email:
bisop5@yahoo.co.uk

3.5 RAI,
NATAI BEACH AREA

Right behind 'Millionaires Row'.
500m from the beach. Sale is di-
rect from the owner. Chanote
title. 4.5 million baht per rai. Tel:
081-543 1581 (English & Thai),
088-878 0468. Email:
alpentoni@yahoo.com

COMPLETE CONTENTS
of Royal Phuket Marina con-
dos. As new, with high-end fur-
niture to liquidate. Tel: 089-054
4354.

SINGLE HOUSE
FOR SALE

In Thanapa Park View vil-
lage in Koh Keaw. 57sq
wah, with 2 bedrooms, 2
bathrooms, a kitchen, a
carpark and a garden.
Price: 2.4 million baht. Con-
tact owner. Tel: 083-180
2143. Email: nana1225@
gmail.com

800SQM LAND PLOT
Very nice land plots in secure
developed estate. 500 meters
from golf course. For sale at
only 1.55 million baht. Tel: 081-
343 0777.

THE ROYAL PLACE
CONDO

Near Tesco Lotus. 1 bedroom,
2 balconies, fully furnished, with
pool, gym and restaurant.
Price: 3.35 million baht. Con-
tact John. Tel: 081-083 0460.

SONGKHLA, YO ISLAND
Best location, 4 rai, 212 sq wah.
Former restaurant, villa, house.
View lake, town, bridge. Tel: 054-
223039, 084-608 3240 (En-
glish), 089-997 6606 (English &
Thai). Fax: 054-323217. Email:
gemballa_baldur@yahoo.com

LAND 0.5 RAI
Thalang, east side. International
school, Tonsai National Park.
Airport and beach only 10 min-
utes away. 1.2 million baht. Tel:
086-108 2745 (English & Thai),
081-005 5701 (English & Thai).
Email: hansphuket@gmail.com

BRAND NEW CONDO

Mid Town, Royal Place
Project, 2nd floor, 37sqm.
Studio condo, fully fur-
nished, reasonable price.
Tel: 086-476 9612.

KATA-PHUKET
FROM 19M NOW

14.5M

Stunning 3-bedroom villa,
with big kitchen, living room,
office room, pool garden and
parking. Freehold and free
transfer. Original price: 19
million baht. Now: 14.5 mil-
lion baht. Tel: 081-788 8280.
No pictures; well worth a visit.
Email: maurice.phuket@
gmail.com
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Properties
For Rent

BLUE OCEAN
BEACH HOUSE

14 rooms and restaurant for
rent or for sale. 5m from
beach. Price: 76.5 million
baht. 2,4,6 Thaweewong
Rd, Patong, Phuket. Tel:
081-476 4476.

BLUE OCEAN
STUDIO

24 rooms for rent. Fully fur-
nished. From floor 3 to 5. Ad-
dress: 174/6 Pisit Koranee
Rd, Patong, Phuket. Tel:
081-476 4476.

LAND & HOUSES
PARK

177sqm, 3 bedrooms, 3 bath-
rooms, nice private garden
with patio, in Chalong area.
Access to club facilities such
as pool, gym and fitness
center, UBC, WiFi etc.
Monthly rent (partly fur-
nished). 25,000 baht. Fully
furnished: 28,000 baht. Sale:
6 million baht. Available from
April 20. Tel: 087-283 0837.
Email: nielsen_mathias@
hotmail.com

COZY HOUSE
NEAR NAI HARN

High-grade house, furnished
and conveniently located.
Minutes from Rawai and Nai
Harn Beaches. 2 spacious
bedrooms with en-suite
bathrooms. 1 guest toilet.
Aircons. Large living-dining
room. Telephone line with
ADSL. Free water supply
and garbage removal ser-
vice. Rent: 20,000 baht per
month. Contact K. Nui. Tel:
087-383 0936. Email:
hunt17@hotmail.com

PHUKET VILLA
DOWROONG

House for rent, 55sq wah, 2
bedrooms, 2 bathrooms,
no phone line, unfurnished.
15,000 baht per month. Tel:
087-270 9093.

HOUSE IN PATONG

Newly build 40sqw, near
Sea Pearl project, Patong.
2 stories, 3 beds, 2 bath-
rooms, fully furnished, 2
aircon, kitchen with hood,
refrigerator, dining room,
living room, hot water,
cable TV and internet. Tel:
086-476 9612.

THE GREENHOUSE
POOL BUNGALOWS

In Chalong, 2 bedrooms,
fully furnished, cool, green,
QUIET with ADSL, cable
and aircon. Price: 13,000
baht per month. Contact
John. Tel: 081-979 1976.

KAMALA LUXURY
POOL VILLAS

3 bedrooms, fully furnished
and serviced. 10 minutes
to beach. For 1-year lease.
Rent: 50,000 baht per
month. Tel: 084-843 6837.
Email: suchada_villas@
hotmail.com
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KATA OCEANFRONT
LUXURY APT

5-star 1 bedroom. pools, spa,
quiet area. 30,000 baht per
month. Available now. Email:
asiasail@yahoo.com For fur-
ther details, please see our
website at www.katasala.com/

FULLY FURNISHED
HOUSES

- 2-storey houses near Panwa
Bay. Tel: 081-892 4311. For further
details, please see our website at
http://panwagreen.weebly.com
- 1-2 bedroom, near Chalong Bay.
Tel: 081-892 4311. For further
details, please see our website
at http://palaigreen.weebly.com

POOL VILLAS RAWAI
3 or 4 bedrooms, all luxurious.
For rent or sale. Great price.
Tel: 087-893 8747.

7-BEDROOM KATHU
GOLF VIEW

Available for long-term rent
from July 1: 7 bedrooms, swim-
ming pools, fully furnished with
golf view. 65,000 baht per
month. Tel: 081-271 3228 (En-
glish & Thai). Email: info@
procarpentering.com

PATONG SERVICED
APARTMENT

80sqm, fully furnished, with daily
maid service, pool and security.
Long-term rent: 15,000 baht per
month. Email: mail@ferrari.sh

THAI VILLA AND POOL
Soi Naya, Nai Harn, Long-term
rent: 45,000 baht per month.
Tel: 081-270 5126. Email:
mervyn.crocker@yahoo.com

CONDO IN KATA
FOR RENT

Fully furnished modern 2-bed-
room condos with beautiful
seaview, 1.5km from Kata Beach.
Rental period minimum 1 month.
For more information please con-
tact 083-180 1404. Email:
rachada_71@hotmail.co.th

STYLISH PHUKET
TOWNHOUSE

Teak-furnished, modern-style
townhouse with 2-floors and 2
bedrooms, a large kitchen, flat-
screen TV, 1.5 bathrooms and
a garden in a quiet neighbor-
hood in the heart of Samkong,
the food capital of Phuket. Rent:
14,000 baht per month. Move in
from April 1. Contact Nicholas.
Tel: 081-892 5335 (English &
Thai), 084-494 5725 (English).
Email: arutsu@gmail.com

APARTMENT PATONG
140sqm. Fully furnished, with
2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms,
plus storage room. Spacious
living/dining area with Western-
style kitchen and large bal-
cony. Fully airconed. Includes
free WiFi. UBC is ready. In quiet
location, near Nanai Rd. Long-
term rent please. For more info,
please call. Tel: 084-185 8536.

STUDIO IN PATONG
Furnished studio apartment in
north Patong. Easy walk to
beach and Bangla Rd. Mail or
call me in Hong Kong: 852-06-
100 4034. Email: eddy.amaro
@sc.com www.phuket-patong-
condo.com/

B.L. APARTMENT
New in Kathu. Big rooms, 1 bed-
room, 1 living room, aircon, cable
TV, ADSL, hot shower, garden,
and car park. Rent: 8,000 baht
per month. Tel: 081-692 3163.

LUXURY POOL VILLA
By Laguna. Has everything.
Quiet and secluded, with jacuzzi
and spa. Rent: 24,000 baht per
month. Tel: 089-594 4067.

LUXURY APARTMENT
IN PATONG

Fully furnished with swimming
pool, daily maid service and 4
types of rooms. Tel: 081-894
4730. Fax: 076-292149. Email:
nanaivillaphuket@gmail.com For
further details, please see our
website at www.nanaivilla.com

PATONG LUXURY
APARTMENT

2 bedrooms, large pool, with
WiFi and, TV. Seaview and
mountain view. Rent: 20,000
baht per month. Email: brico
thailand@hotmail.com

PENTHOUSE
FOR RENT

In one of Kathu's nicest pool vil-
las. 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms.
Quiet and serene location with
a fine view of Loch Palm Golf
Valley and lake. On a private hill.
4km from BIS. Rent: 65,000
baht per month. Tel: 087-269
8492.

POOL VILLA RAWAI
2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, fully
funished, with ADSL and Internet.
Tel: 083-641 9327. Email: rawai
poolvillas@hotmail.com

CHALONG CIRCLE
2 bedroom, 2 bathroom town
home with aircon, cable TV and
Internet. Tel: 089-652 1473 (En-
glish). Email: anandaestates@
yahoo.com

NAI YANG
BEACH HOUSE

Three bedrooms, 3 bathrooms,
5 mins to Nai Yang Beach. For
rent at 20,000 baht per month or
sale for 5.5 million baht. Tel: 089-
652 1751 (English & Thai), 089-
648 4703 (English & Thai).
Email: pietankam@yahoo.co.th

LUXURY
2-BEDROOM VILLA

For rent. In Rawai. Available
for short-term/long-term. On
private grounds, with private
pool, car park, master bed-
room with en suite bathroom,
all mod cons, washing ma-
chine, microwave etc. Lo-
cated in quiet soi. 1 month:
40,000 baht. 2 months:
70,000 baht. 3 months:
90,000 baht. Short-term,
negotiable. Utilities not in-
cluded. Call Ashley. Tel: 089-
507 1132. Email: ashley
james555@gmail.com

KATHU GOLF VIEW
PENTHOUSE VILLA

for rent. 3 bedrooms, 3.5 bath-
rooms, quiet on a private hill.
330sqm, grand view on Loch
Palm Golf, Valley, lake. Big
pool, furnished. Long-term:
65,000 baht per month. Con-
tact Noi. Available now. Tel: 087-
269 8492.
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Accommodation
Available

Household
Services

Accommodation
Wanted

Household
Items

Property
Wanted

APARTMENT & ROOM
IN PATONG

Apartment for long term rent.
8,000-20,000 baht per month.
Room from 600-1,500 baht per
night. Tel: 076-512151, 089-290
9567. Email: info@brommathai
house.com For further details,
please see our website at
www.brommathaihouse.com

BRIGHT APTS
CHALONG

Serviced studio apartments
now available. Rates from
9,000 baht/month. Includes
maid services, internet, TV, full
furnishings. and a rooftop pool.
Great location near Big Bud-
dha. For more information,
please contact. Tel: 086-282
6221. Email: info@chalonga
partment.com Website:
www.chalongapartment.com

3-BEDROOM HOUSE
WITH POOL

Beautiful, fully furnished 3-bed-
room house with a private pool.
Located in a secluded area
which is quiet and safe. In-
cludes a car port, dining area,
aircon in all rooms. It is a great
family home for excellent
value. Long term rentals are
preferred. Price: 50,000 baht
per month. Contact Khun Gai
as above for more information.
Tel: 081-734 4324. Email:
ian.taylor.woodward@
hotmail.com

RAWAI HOUSE
Two floors, two bedrooms,
one aircon. Good condition
in a friendly area. 9,000 baht
per month. Must see. Tel:
089-592 8905  (English &
Thai). Email: wbramley2000
@yahoo.co.uk

DWF HOME SERVICES
Built-in bars, counters,

pools, kitchens, ponds, etc.
Contact: K. Noi. Tel: 081-

606 5746. Email:
DWF_homeservices

@hotmail.com

HOUSE OR
APARTMENT

Three bed house or apartment
wanted at Laguna. Prefer golf
frontage but will consider all
others in or near Laguna. Email:
Texasselah@hotmail.com

RENTAL VILLA WANTED
Family looking for a long
term, fully furnished, modern
villa to rent, within 15 mins of
PIA School in Thalang. Must
be child friendly as we have 3
young ones and 2 small
poodles. Needed by 1 June.
Tel: 084-877 3566. Email:
sherin.peace@gmail.com

POOL VILLA WANTED
We are looking for investors
from Sweden for pool villas
with 2-3 bedrooms in Rawai.
Price: from 5 to 10 million
baht. For futher details, please
send email to offers. Email:
s a l e s @ c h o k e c h a i p ro
perty.com

HOUSE IN RAWAI /
NAI HARN

Looking for a house/villa in
this area on plot of 400+ sqm,
ideally 600. Paying up to 7.5
million baht. If it needs reno-
vation, that is okay, depending
on size and location. Needs to
be close to a concrete road.
Email: patrick@mancity.net

50-100 RAI,
50 YEAR LEASE

For horse business, Phuket,
Krabi, Phang Nga. Qualifies
under the new zoning restric-
tions as recreation and/or ag-
riculture. Bi-annual payment
ONLY. Commercial 50 year
lease. Developers: Add Incen-
tive with first class horse riding
facility. Tel: 084-842 4581. Or
send email: christyKSweet
@gmail.com

1-BED APT AT SURIN
BEACH

15,000 baht per month only,
plus electricity. 50 sqm. Fully
furnished, satellite TV, intern,
pool. Great restaurant. Tel:
083-280 9100 (English),  086-
746 4012  (Thai). Email:
johanhultner@me.com For fur-
ther details, please see our
website at www.suringate.com

LUXURY APARTMENT
IN PATONG

Fully furnished with swim-
ming pool and daily maid ser-
vice. Tel: 081-894 4730 (En-
glish & Thai), 081-892 5983
(Thai). Fax: 076-292149.
Email: mori@phuket.ksc.co.th
For further details, please see our
website at www.nanaivilla.com

HOUSE WITH POOL
ONLY 13,000

New, fully furnished with
aircon, free cable TV & WiFi.
Ready to move in now. Tel:
089-475 1200  (English &
Thai). Email: info@ welcome-
inn.com

POOL HOUSE
NAI HARN

Three bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 3
aircon units, furniture, TV and
parking space. April - November
low season price: 20,000 baht per
month, including the garden, pool
and internet. Please contact
Frank for more information. You
can also phone the home num-
ber abroad: 0049 7119141325.
Tel: 085-478 8010  (English).
Email: c9000@gmx.de

CONDO FOR SALE/
RENT RAWAI

Very good price for low season
long-term lease. Quiet and
clean. Tel: 080-078 0931  (En-
glish), 086-112 1477 (Thai).
Email: rawaireservation@
yahoo.com

LARGE BEAUTIFUL
APARTMENTS

Large beautiful apartments for
3-4 people, available for short
and long-term rentals with low
prices. Tel: 076-342800, 081-
810 4900  (English & Thai).
Fax: 076-342800 or email to:
lucianofash@yahoo.com For
further details, please see our
website at www.evergreen-
lodge.com

PATONG TOWNHOUSE
Nanai Road soi 9 hillside. 2 bed-
rooms fully furnished with WiFi
and cable TV. Price: 20,000 baht/
month long term. Tel: 081-270
5374  (English & Thai). Email:
alex@alexmalcolm.com

VILLA FOR RENT
6 bedrooms, 5 bathrooms,
swimming pool, mountain view.
Low season: 80,000 baht per
month. 1 year contract: 100,000
per month. Tel: 087-078 6379.

LOFT STYLE KATHU
Large, secure, quiet and cen-
tral. Price: 12,000 baht/
month, long term only. Tel:
086-664 5575  (English).
Email: hkmsn@yahoo.com

 NANAI PATONG
APARTMENTS

Nanai 2 and Nanai 9. Two-
bed townhouse, 20,000
baht per month. One-bed
apartment, 12,000 baht per
month. Fully furnished, WiFi,
TV. Tel: 081-270 5374. Email:
orcella@orcella.com

HOUSE NEAR
CHALONG

Fully furnished house with 2-bed,
2 bath. Long-term rent (min 1
year): 15,000 baht per month.
Tel: 087-026 1362. Email:
cjitsomboon @hotmail.com

PATONG CONDO
Fully furnished - 700 meters
from Patong Beach. Email:
wintin2007@yahoo.com

PATONG SEA VIEW
With kitchen and DVD/cable.
Rent: 800 baht per day, or
15,000 baht per month. Tel:
089-532 7708.

CONTENTS OF
GUEST HOUSE

TVs, wardrobes, beds, etc. All
must sell soon. Good price if pur-
chased all together. Ring for more
details. Tel: 081-968 0309 (En-
glish), 089-446 6807 (Thai).
Email: info@sussexescorts.net

DINING TABLE
Good quality dining table with
4 chairs and 2 carvers. 16,000
baht o.v.n.o. Tel: 088-168
8145, 089-197 7438. Email:
olay1@yahoo.com

NEW COFFEE TABLES
AND LAMPS

New boxed and never used
lamps and coffee tables.
Lamps are 3,000 baht and
coffee tables are 3,000 baht.
If bought together it will cost
5,000 baht. We have lots.
Call with offers. Tel: 087-881
8075 (English&Thai). Email:
harrison@windowslive.com

AQUARIUM
800-liter, 25x30x72 inches, 1/2
inch glass. Comes with stand,
filter, water pump, air pump, etc.
Cost 20,000 baht  but will go for
7,000. Please contact for more
additional details. Tel: 086-266
3710. Email: leif@butterfly-it-
service.com

BUILT TO BUILT
Construction, renovation,
eletrics, awning, shop fitting.
Tel: 089-068 9902.

Holiday
Homes & Villa

Rentals

KATA LUXURY VILLA
RENTAL

3-bedroom villa located on the
southern headland of Kata
Beach. Built up area, 3400
sqft, with spectacular Andaman
sea views. 6x15 meter infinity
pool situated on the edge of
rocks overlooking sea. The villa
is surrounded by dense foliage,
has spacious balconies, out-
door showers in natural settings
and is very private. Thai, Japa-
nese, & Balinese design influ-
ences. Excellent Thai cook pro-
vided. Email: seavest@signet.
com.sg   www.housephuket.com

NEED HOUSE
WITH POOL

We are looking to rent a house
for one year starting June 15th.
If you have a house that is not
available until July or August,
we would still consider. Please
email pictures and details.
Email: wj7891@gmail.com

LONG TERM WANTED
Seeking long term 1-bedroom
rental in Kata-Karon area.
For mature resident. Photos
and description would be
most appreciated. Email:
ethanbenjamini@yahoo.com

HOUSE FOR RENT
Single person with small pet
looking to rent furnished pri-
vate house. 10,000-15,000
baht per month. For more in-
formation. Please send Email:
St rawber ry f i e l ds747 @
gmail.com

2 BED HOUSE NEAR
PATONG

with an enclosed garden.
Within a half-hour walk of
Patong, preferably in a quiet
area for under 8,000 baht.
Must a l low pets . Email:
laurataylor83@hotmail.com

Building
Products &
Services

PROBLEM WITH
BUILDING

We can help you with
alterations and renovations,

including carpentry and
building, maintenance and
any other problems. We

can also provide stainless-
steel gates, etc.

For futher details. Tel: 087-
896 2431 (English&Thai).
Email: lasonth@gmail.com

RENT EXEC 1BR
CONDO PATONG

Swimming pool, Patong
Beach, Phuket Villa 1bed.
10,000 baht per week, 25,000
per month. Security deposit re-
quired. Tel: 076-344405, 087-
173 1773 (English). Email:
seanthepilot@hotmail.com
www.seabluephuket.com/
condo_rentals

Classified ads are charged per line. Each line is 120 baht,

with a minimum of 4 lines (heading included) per ad.

All advertising must be paid for in advance.

Deadline for Property Gazette page: Friday 3 pm.

Deadline for all other ads: Saturday 12 noon.

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_| (heading)

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

Classified Advertisements

Please use this form to write your classified advertisement.

Then hand it to any of our agents.

ACCOMMODATION
IN PATONG

I am looking for either a 1
bedroom apartment, villa or
condo in Patong for the
months of August and Sep-
tember 2011. This is low
season so we are looking
for the best price. Email:
dianz_p@hotmail.com

VILLA IN PHUKET
AUGUST

Looking for accommoda-
tion in Phuket for 2 weeks
from around 9th August (4
adults and 3 children - 4
bedrooms). Ideally a villa
with pool. Email with info,
photos and prices. Thanks.
Email:  lallenthai@yahoo
.co.uk
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Quiz answers:

Crossword puzzle:

SOLUTIONS TO
THIS WEEK’S

PUZZLES

55-FOOT CATAMARAN
6 double cabins, 105sqm.
Sails. Built 2010 in composite.
Price: 1.4 million baht o.n.o.
Tel: 087-461 8089.

BAYLINER FROM
1.1M NOW 595,000

18.5ft, 130Hp, in/outboard.
New price: 1.1 million baht.
Now: 595,000 baht. Tel:
081-788 8280. Email:
maurice.phuket@gmail.com

CHALOMARK DINGHY
40Hp and 5Hp engines. Holds
8 persons. Like new. Price:
180,000 baht o.b.o. Tel: 089-652
5664.

URGENT:
BOAT FOR SALE

American speedboat. Year:
2005. Donzi-38-ZSF (Florida-
Miami), 3 Verado 275CV.
Slightly used. Maximum
speed: 50 knots. Full op-
tions. TUNA power. Better
than the original, lots of im-
provement made by owner.
Ready to navigate. Available
at Ao Po Grand Marina, berth
no. S13. Free tackles. Origi-
nal price on arrival in Phuket:
more than US$400,000.
Special price now: $198,000
or 5.99 million baht. Sold di-
rectly by owner. Call Alain.
Tel: 081-8935270 (French),
089-970 2121 (English &
Thai). Email: mrdupouy
@yahoo.fr

3 BOATS FOR SALE

- 24ft sailboat. Cal
24,8Hp Yamaha

autohelm. New roller.
Tasker sail solar panel

include dinghy.
Price: 220,000 baht.

- 5m Chalamark
hypocoin dinghy.

15Hp Yamaha engine.
Price: 100,000 baht.
- 25ft sailboat. Lifting
keel. 10Hp Mercury

engine.
New rigging on sails.
Price: 140,000 baht.
Please contact for
more information.
Tel: 087-277 2355.

URGENT SALE
2 MILLION BAHT

2010 Speedboat for sale.
35ft, fiberglass, 2x250,with
Suzuki 4-stoke engine, all
navigation systems, VHS,
fully equipped for diving and
fishing. Tel: 083-636 1758.

LIVEABOARD
Liveaboard 6x20 meter. 8 private
cabins. Renovated October
2010. Price: 2.8 million baht.
Email: info@aidcdive.com
Website at: www.aidcdive.com

ANGLER 2,600CC
SPORTFISHING

Nice 26ft American sport fishing
boat 2x225 4-stroke outboards.
Tel: 085-691 1837 (English).
Email: mangeolsson@hotmail.
com

46FT OFFSHORE
CRUISER-RACER

for sale. Please contact  to Khun
Gerrit for more information. Tel:
081-842 3961, 087-276 7997.
Email: gj.bijlsma @gmail.com
Website at: www.phuketbutler.
com/node/1544

SARINA BOATYARD
New boat parking place. Khun
Ped. Tel: 086-940 3927. Website:
www.sarinaboatphuket.com

24' CHRIS CRAFT
275Hp Volvo Penta, trailer,
GPS. Boat and engine both in
top condition. Only 995,000
baht. Tel: 089-932 5175 (En-
glish & Thai). Email: wojidkow
bengt@hotmail.com

15HP YAMAHA
OUTBOARD

Old, not used for the past 2
years, was running before that.
Price: 9,500 baht. Tel: 083-388
3145 (English). Email: sy.tom
batu@gmail.com

16M KETCH SAILING
YACHT

Cutter Ketch rigged, center
cockp i t , fu l l y equ ipped
VanderStad sailing yacht
for sale. Tel: 081-842 3961, 087-
276 7997. Email: gj.bijlsma@
gmail.com For further details,
please see our website at:
www.phuketbutler.com/node/
1238

YAMAHA
JET SKI

Cruiser VX. Safe and new, with
only 14 months of use. Has
warranty. In excellent condi-
tion: only owner has used it. 90
hoursreels.Price: 350,000
baht. Tel: 089-819 9650.
Email: pierrekojfer@yahoo.fr

NEW BAYLINER 255
CRUISER

2011 Bayliner Cruiser for sale
from an authorized dealer.
Only one unit. Price only 3.9
million baht. Tel: 081-754
7599. Email: csutivas@
hotmail.com For further de-
tails, please see our
website: www.mfjetski.com

VAN DE STADT 38'
YACHT

Ashore at Langkawi Port,
due for inspection in March.
Photos and spec on re-
quest. Price: US$ 45,000.
Tel: +60-125-531 4030 (En-
glish). Email: brianralph
goodwin@yahoo.com

 1). 28 2). University of St Andrews, Scotland
 3). They were flat mates while both studying at St Andrews
 4). Helicopter pilot with the RAF Search and Rescue Force
 5). Belize and Chile  6). Yes  7). Mountbatten-Windsor
 8). Westminster Abbey  9). 29 10). Prince Phillip, Duke of

Edinburgh 11). Prince Harry
12). Philippa Middleton 13). 1981
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Looking for a job?
Looking for a better candidate?

Find more Recruitment Classifieds at www.PhuketGazette.Net!

OFFICE SECRETARY
Real estate agency requires
an office secretary. Experi-
ence is a plus. Tel: 076-
384664, 087-898 8647  (En-
glish). Fax: 076-384665.
Email: mundo@ayudhya.net

DETOX / YOGA
CONSULTANT

Atsumi healing are looking for
a Thai National to work full
time in our detox department
and teach yoga. Must have
excellent verbal and written
English skills. Degree and
yoga certification an advan-
tage. Tel: 084-051 7455, 086-
905 2947 (Thai). Email resume
to shell@atsumihealing.com

MAID AND GARDENER
(THAI)

Wanted, with hotel experience
for farang-owned house in
Rawai. Tel: 081-797 7898.

HOUSE MANAGER
for single businessman living at
RPM. Good English required.
Tel: 089-054 4354.

DETOX WELLNESS
MANAGER

Seeked by Samui detox
resort.Tel: 088-491 1462
(English). Please send
CV via email: fasthealing@
yahoo.com

RUSSIAN SPEAKER
WANTED

Food supply company is looking
for a Thai national with good
Russian language skills to be
manager. Tel: 089-054 4176.

PATTERN MAKER/
TAILOR

Experienced clever pattern
maker. Part time or consulting for
simple designs. Tel: 076-383681,
087-380 0525  (English & Thai).
Email: boxergirl@boxergirl.net

SALES MANGER
A reputable tourist magazine is
looking for an advertising man-
ager.
- 28-40 years old. Male or fe-
male
- Good personality
Applicants should have relevant
experience and be able to
speak English. Send resume to
ajapply@yahoo.com

YACHT SALES
EXECUTIVE

Requirements: Experi-
ence as luxury motoryacht
sales executive of over 3
years, fluent in English,
and any other languages,
excellent computer and
communication skills,
knowledge about luxury
motoryachts, engineerings,
maintenance, etc. Tel: 081-
979 9911. Email:  vrit@boat
lagoonyachting.co.th For
further details, please see our
website at www.boatlagoon
yachting.co.th

SALES &
MARKETING
EXECUTIVE

Requirements: Experi-
ence as sales & marketing
executive of luxury high-
end products of over
4 years (ideally in Phuket),
fluent in English, and any
other languages, excellent
computer, communication
and social skills, PR &
marketing knowledge and
skills, knowledge of luxury
yachts and islands around
Phuket, boating industry
and lifestyle would be help-
ful. Tel: 081-979 9911.
Email: vrit@boatlagoon
yachting.co.th For further
details, please see our
website at www.boatlagoon
yachting.co.th

50,000 BAHT
PER MONTH

For low season we need En-
glish-speaking marketing per-
sonal. Work permit and visas
are provided. Tel: 081-607
3434. Email for more info:
marcjonker_69@hotmail.com

KINDERGARTEN
TEACHER NEEDED

Female teacher needed to
teach 3-5 year olds. Native
speakers only. Love for children
and dedication is a must. Tel:
076-521550, 084-847 0732.
Email: intlicense@yahoo.com

 RECEPTIONIST/
FRONT DESK

Salary 9,000 baht per month.
Thai female, English speaking,
hotel experience. Tel: 076-
344701, 085-523 1772  (En-
glish). Fax: 076-344488. Email:
info@patongsubinn.com

KINDERGARTEN
TEACHER WANTED

Female, native English teacher for
4 kids, 3-5 years old, on a 4-month
contract. Salary 40,000 baht per
month. Tel: 081-343 0777.

ADMIN + LITTLE
ACCOUNTS

Young Thai female, good at
English. Must be able to with-
hold fax forms and use micro-
soft office. Three months trial
period. Salary 12,000 baht per
month. Tel: 076-271315, 081-
895 6267. Fax: 076-271316.
Send a CV and picture to
Email: joinourcampany@
gmail.com

HEADSTART
INTERNATIONAL

SCHOOL
We are seeking qualified, dedi-
cated and caring teachers to
fill the following positions by
August 1: Foundation, Pri-
mary, PE, English, ICT, Busi-
ness Studies, French and
Thai. Tel: 076-612876. Fax:
076-612877. Email: school@
headstartphuket.com



April 30 - May 6, 2011 P H U K E T  G A Z E T T E 37

Gazette Online Classif ieds – 10,000 readers every day!

STAFF REQUIRED TO
MARKET

The Village-Coconut Island. If
you have experience promot-
ing tours around quality resorts
in either Europe or Asia, please
contact us. We are seeking
staff that can work well with
cold prospects making book-
ings for sales presentations on
Coconut Island. Contact Khun
Kurt for futher information. Tel:
082-806 5739.

MANAGER
GUESTHOUSE PATONG
We need a manager and tour
seller. Thai, English speaking
with experience. Salary: 15,000
baht + commision. Email:
wojidkowbengt@hotmail.com

MAID WANTED
For cleaning the house, inside
and out and doing the laundry.
Some English is a must. Three
days a week, four hours a day.
Please contact Mr Beat for more
information. Tel: 081-085 5765
(English). Or send email to:
beat19@loxinfo.co.th

HOTEL POSITIONS
AVAILABLE

- Engineer
Salary 9,000 to 10,000 baht
per month plus service
charge. Working hours
from 8am to 8pm - Work 5
days with 2 days off - Must
be skilled in electrical,
plumbing systems &
wood work - Position avail-
able now. Must be a Thai
national, fluent in English.
- Bartender/Receptionist
Salary 8,000 to 9,000 baht
per month plus service
charge & commission.
Must have front desk expe-
rience - Shifts alter from
morning, afternoon and
evening. Must have knowl-
edge in making drinks &
bar beverages, and be
friendly and outgoing with
guests. Must speak and
understand English. Posi-
tion available now.

Tel: 076-333222. Or send
email: sales@ccblooms
hotel.com

ADMIN CHERNG TALAY
Young Thai female, good En-
glish. Must be able to do with-
hold fax forms & use Microsoft
Office. 3-month trial period. Sal-
ary 12,500 baht per month.
Send CV & pic by email.  Email:
patsypalm@hotmail.com

MAID
Must speak English. Female
Thai national. At least 1 year
experience working for a private
residential villa. Tel: 089-195
0578. Email: manager@villa
changrajang.com

SALE EXECUTIVE
NEEDED

Sale Executive needed ur-
gently in Phuket Town. Qualifi
-cations: Aged between 25-45
years, male or female. Good
command of English in writing
and speaking skills. Minimum 2
years of experience as sales of-
ficer, any construction experi-
ence will be considered favorably.
Salary: 8,500-12,000 baht not in-
cluding commission. Email:
phuketimperial@yahoo.com
www.phuket -s ta in less-
service.com

 BOAT REFIT PROJECT
MANAGER

Hands-on, good organizational
skills, team player. Duration 2
to 3 months. Tel: 081-270
9006 (Eng l i sh ) . Ema i l :
ulrichkuhl@gmail.com

CUSTOMER SUPPORT
WANTED

We are the leading travel
agency in Phuket. We cur-
rently want to fill 2 positions
for customer support. Start-
ing salary ranging from
12,000-15,000 baht. Please
contact for more additional
details. Tel: 076-367120,
086-950 6945. Or send email
: korphong@hotmail.com

ADMIN CHERNG TALAY
Young Thai female, good En-
glish. Must be able to do with-
hold fax forms & use Microsoft
Office. 3-month trial period. Sal-
ary 12,500 baht per month.
Send CV & pic by email.  Email:
patsypalm@hotmail.com

NATIVE ENGLISH
TEACHER

Female Caucasian to teach
class of 10-12 children, 3-7
y e a r s o l d . L o c a t e d i n
Chalong. Work hours: Mon-
Fri (8am-4pm). Start immedi-
ate. Tel: 080-624 7060. Email:
phuketpreschool @yahoo.com

PHP PROGRAMMER
Wanted for full-time position in
Chalong. Good salary. Tel:
084-628 2629. Send resume to
gianni@ictned.eu

ADMIN STAFF WANTED
Admin staff required by real
estate agent in the Laguna
area. Must be Thai national,
female and have some experi-
ence in admin and accounts.
Must also live locally. Good
salary and immediate start. Tel:
076-271315, 081-895 6267
(English). Email: info@phuket-
landandhomes.com

1 COOK / MAID
Must speak English. Female
Thai national. At least 1 year
experience working for a private
residential villa. Tel: 089-195
0578. Email: manager@villa
changrajang.com

OFFICE SECRETARY
We are seeking an energetic
and proactive full-time office
secretary/administrative assis-
tant. Candidates must have
good English and computer
skills. Tel: 086-004 3008. Email:
angius@villasuksan.com

TELEPHONE SEVICE
We are seeking to hire a Thai
woman for our phone customer
service. High salary. Send re-
sume to vorike3@gmail.com
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Bulletins

Business
Opportunities

Articles
For Sale

COFFEE MACHINE
PROFESSIONAL

1 group new. Price: 55,000
baht. Contact Bruno. Tel:
080-525 5805. Email:
bru05no@gmail.com

SECONDHAND
TREADMILL

Secondhand treadmill for
10,000 baht. Please call Garry.
Tel: 087-889 9064. Email:
jholden@hotmail.com

JACUZZI FOR SALE
Mobile spa in good condition,
used only for 1 year. Price:
70,000 baht. Tel: 081-667 1637
(English & Thai).

MOVING! ITEMS
FOR SALE

- Electrolux Coffee Machine,
auto-drip coffee (includes fil-
ters): 500 baht
- Hanabashi Electric Stovetop
Cooker: 500 baht
- Royal Phuket Marina Health
Club one month membership:
6,000 baht value, open to any
offers!
Tel: 082-804 5506. Email:
brettsouth@gmail.com

WASHING MACHINE
2,000 BAHT

Washing machine: 5kg, front
loader, hot water, 6 years old, for
2,000 baht. It works. Call me
from 1pm to 6pm. You can see
it in Phuket Town and I have
pickup for delivery. Tel: 083-525
8914 (English & Thai). Email:
adihousedj@hotmail.com

P.O.S. SERVICE
FOR IPAD

GHBS POS is an iPad
based, affordable, simple-
to-use, web-based point of
sale (P.O.S.) solution with
Business Intelligence
(B.I.) features that make it
ideal for restaurants,
guesthouses, resorts, ho-
tels, bars, nightclubs and
country clubs. This service
will put your company on
cruise control. You can
start using this service to-
morrow for 1,900 baht per
month. Tel: 085-784 3043.
Email: prod ders@gmail.
com Website at: www.b-
structures.com

Bar &
Restaurant
Equipment

BABY STROLLER 3 IN 1
Baby stroller Chicco Cortina 3-
i n - 1 ( T r a v e l S y s t e m ) .
Pushchair+Carrycot+Car seat.
Best choice for active parents
and comfortable for infants.
Excellent condition! Used sev-
eral times, almost new. Still
under warranty, check bill,
manual, box. 12.500 baht only.
Tel: 083-102 0070. Email:
zeninmail@gmail.com

YOGA/DANCE CLASSES
Yoga, body conditioning and
dance classes offered by pro-
fessional dancer and yoga in-
structor. Private or group
classes offered either at your
home or at my home studio in
Nai Harn. Get fit, toned, have
fun and become inspired whilst
learning new skills taught with
individual care and professional
knowledge! Tel: 081-691 6458
(English). Email: yarisha29@
yahoo.com

NORWEGIANS
APART.COM

Annual get-together in Pattaya
on April 19 at 13.00. At Baan Nor-
way in Soi Norway. New mem-
bers are welcome. Khun Borge
at 087-085 1296,or Tarje at 086-
267 2161.

SPONSOR
a child. The Phuket

International Women’s
Club is a volunteer

organization raising
funds for educational

scholarships. We rely on
the goodwill of donors
and sponsors – small
and large. If you would
like to put something

back into the community
in which you live, contact
us to find out more about
giving a prize or being a
sponsor. Please call K.

Carol (Tel: 087-417 8860)
or K. Sue (Tel: 087-277

6948). Or email: info
@phuketiwc.com

NEW MASSAGE AND
BEAUTY SHOP

For sale. At Patong. Fully
equipped, large modern mas-
sage parlor, hair salon and
beauty shop. Available for view-
ing. Tel: 086-281 8883.

BEAUTY & MASSAGE
SHOP

Large, fully equipped. Shop
behind Jungceylon on Patong.
Must see. Tel: 086-281 8883.

BIG KAMALA
RESTAURANT / BAR

Buy or lease now. Only
550,000 baht, reduced from
1.2 million baht. Tel: 082-807
2392. Email: tastyphuket@
gmail.com

PROJECTOR
Great for bar or disco. 1? years
old. Almost new, little used.
Price when new: 200,000 baht.
Selling for 30,000 baht. Tel: 089-
652 5664.

LAUNDRY SHOP
FOR SALE

280,000 baht at a good location
with a solid customer base.
Fully furnished. Includes 2 bed-
rooms. Tel: 086-115 2184.

PATONG BAR &
RESTAURANT

for sale. 231 Nanai Road. In-
cludes a small bedroom and a
bathroom with hot shower.
Fully furnished. Sale: 250,000
baht. Rent: 19,000 baht per
month. Tel: 085-477 5935.

SMALL APARTMENT
Offices and shop to rent. Near
Chalong Pier. Start from 3,500
baht per month. Tel: 084-943
3574.

BUSINESS OFFER
Monopol direct selling, invest-
ment with bank security, part-
nership (participation negotia-
tion) Email: profit_worldwide
@yahoo.de

BAR FOR SALE
Top opportunity, directly on
Bangla Road. Excellent loca-
tion, perfect layout and mod-
ern design. All systems in
place, ready to go. Tel: 081-956
9903 (English & Thai). Email:
minaoka_nui@hotmail.com

PATONG SHOP
GOOD PLACE

Close to Jungceylon and
Banzaan market. Only 28,000
baht per month, plus deposit. Tel:
076-366225, 086-879 2874  (En-
glish). Email: smolny1@wp.pl

SHOP FOR SALE
Patong Beach Road. 55sqm.
2 storeys. 2.5 million baht.
Tel: 081-956 1042. Website:
www.fish-spa-phuket.com

ROOFTOP RESTAURANT
FOR RENT

On the top floor of Sinthavee
Hotel, Phuket Town. Conve-
nient for a restaurant or bar.
Also, a discotheque on the 2nd
floor (with license). Tel: 087-
270 9093. Email: a.pueng
@gmail.com

SHOP FOR RENT
At Soi Sansabai. Only 15,000
baht per month. 7 meters x 4
meters. Tel: 089-544 3555.
Email: farfar1979@hotmail.com

BAR ON BANGLA RD
Bar at front of Soi Gonzo. Key
money paid, 4-year lease.
Rent at 10,000 baht per month.
Tel: 088-440 9324 (English),
087-769 6229 (Thai). Email:
nightrelaxbar@hotmail.com

TRENDY
RESTAURANT

FOR SALE
Brand-new running restau-
rant for sale in Patong. Pro-
fessional set up & design.
Outdoor patio. Located next
to famous Patong attrac-
tions. Great earning poten-
tial. Seats 100. All govern-
ment licenses in place.
Rent 120,000 baht per
month. Lease 3+3 years.
Owner relocating. Price: 10
million baht. Tel:  080-474
0444 (English), +971-50-
244 2441 (English). Email:
aahmed244@gmail.com

PORTABLE SITE
OFFICE

6mx3mx2.5m with aircon. 4
windows, 1 door. In good con-
dition. For sale or rent. Tel: 089-
731 7699.

GUESTHOUSE AND
COFFEE SHOP

High-class coffee shop. Fully
equipped and furnished to a high
standard. 6-room guesthouse:
3 rooms with aircon and fully fur-
nished, 3 rooms partly furnished.
On a main road in Patong.
Cheap rent on a 3-year renew-
able lease. Tel: 088-168 8145
(English), 089-197 7438 (Thai).
Email: olay1@yahoo.com
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BANGLA BARS
FOR SALE

Bar complex on Happy Rd,
Bangla for sale. Complete with
four bars. Unique details. Call or
email for more information. Tel:
083-391 2695 (English & Thai).
Email: info@7thheavenbar.com

MASSAGE FOR SALE
Nice, new, in good area. Tel: 089-
544 3555. Email: farfar1979
@hotmail.com

KARAOKE BAR
IN KATHU

Busy location. Fully staffed. 2
rooms, plus 2 staff rooms. Price:
170,000 baht. Tel: 087-993 8737.

12 ROOMS FOR LEASE
IN PATONG

12 lovely rooms for lease with a
common pool. Initial payment
for take over of this business is
only 1 million. Tel: 089-648
1739 (English & Thai). Email:
annychou@hotmail.com

COFFEE SHOP/
RESTAURANT

For rent or sale. Completely
set up, at very good location in
Kathu. Near attractions. Price:
450,000 baht. Or rent: 16,000
baht per month. Tel: 087-271
1627.

MY THAI GUESTHOUSE
In a great location. Rat-U-Thit
Road, Aroonsom arcade. 16
rooms (12 of them with aircon), bar
and kitchen. 3 million baht. Con-
tact Colin. Tel: 083-388 4300.

Need help finding
a lawyer?

Try  PhuketGazette.Net

Personal
Services

Office
Equipment

Business
Products &
Services

WEB DESIGN FROM
11,250 BAHT!

Also hotel and tour booking sys-
tems, and logo design. Please
see our website at the link below,
and/or contact us at the number
above. We speak English and
Thai. Tel: 081-892 3330. Email:
info@sweetwebdesign.com
Website: http://sweetweb
design.com

BUILDING
SERVICES

Structures, landscape,
furniture, plumbing and
electric. Laguna Garden
Ltd. Tel: 076-325075,
087-884 0644. Email:
edenphuket@gmail.com

SIGN/ MEDIA/
ADVERTISING

Please contact K.Pu 086-
698 6544. Email: iamton
tan@hotmail.com

TRAMPOLINES
For large trampolines at the best
prices. For a surcharge of 950
baht, we deliver to your front door
in Phuket in 4-5 days. Email us or
call: 087-707 9461 (Sukanya),
081-720 6462 (Herve). Email:
s u k a n y a @ t r a m p o l i n e t
hailand.com Website: www.tram
polinethailand.com

BUDS NURSERY
KINDERGARTEN

Phuket oldest bi-lingual in-
ternational child care facil-
ity. High quality time proven
schedule and curriculum.
Experienced native En-
glish teachers to teach
ages 1� -6. Mon-Fri 8am
- 5pm. Bus service avail-
able from Patong, Karon,
Kata, Phuket, Rawai and
Chalong. Please contact
for more information. Tel:
076-282 232, 080-624
7060. Please see our
website at: www.buds-
phuket.com

GAUI QUAD FLYER
Can make aerial photos.
Please see our website at:
www.phuket.ag/gaui/

RAINBOW
ICE CREAM

Fruit sherbet ice cream
bars. Safe, made to
GMP standards, the
Halal standard and
OTOP products. 15

flavors to choose from,
such as Strawberry,

Durian, Mango, Choco-
late, etc. Retail -

Wholesale - Delivery.
Great for ceremonies,
birthday parties, and
many other types of

gatherings. Tel: 086-191
6335 (Thai), 084-119

4094 (English & Thai).
Email:

ditsararat@yahoo.com

Computers

3D ARTIST / MODELER
Hours: Mon-Fri, 09.00-18.00.
Good Salary! Skills: Auto
CAD, Mental-ray, 3D Max, V-
ray & Maya, Maxwell Render,
HTML 5, Flash. Require-
ments: Good command of
written and spoken English,
Positive attitude and a team
player. Email your CV and
portfolio (max 7Mb). Tel: 081-
536 8181 (English). Email:
keith.holmqvist@gmail.com
For further details, please see
our website at: www.render
worksanimation.com

PRINTER & SCANNER
HP color laser jet 2550 RAM,
64 MB; and Canon-CanoScan
4400F. Both in new condition,
rarely used. Quick sale for best
offer. Tel: 076-219061. Email:
jairak@phuket.ksc.co.th

Dive Gear

DIVING GEAR
Large size. 2 years old. Price
when new: 50,000. Now selling
for 8,000 baht. Tel: 089-652 5664.

Musical
Instruments

GRAND PIANO
FOR SALE

"Royale." Old but with good
sound. Price: 125,000 baht.
Tel: 086-120 7375.

IBANEZ ELECTRIC
GUITAR

Set includes Ibanez guitar, Mar-
shal, a cover, cable and unused
strap. Tel: 082-284 6751 (English).

YAMAHA PIANO
FOR SALE

Yamaha upright U3 for sale. Pri-
vately owned, in mint condition. 4
years old. Make an offer. Located
in Kathu. Tel: 087-269 8492.

PRINTER & SCANNER
HP color laser jet 2550 RAM,
64 MB; and Canon-CanoScan
4400F. Both in new condition,
rarely used. Quick sale for best
offer. Tel: 076-219061. Email:
jairak@phuket.ksc.co.th

LEARN THAI AT HOME
From an experienced Thai
teacher (male). Tel: 084-447
5257. Email: mikeroper2003
@hotmail.com

PROFESSIONAL
DESIGNER

for designing photos, advertise-
ments and magazines. 10
years experience. Contact
Reza. Tel: 082-284 6751.
Email: farbod_sr@yahoo.com

LEARN THAI AT HOME
Charming Thai lady teacher
gives Thai lessons at your
home. English cooking. Full
course with conversation prac-
tice and home study material.
Beginners or more advanced.
Tel: 081-797 1497. Email:
teacherjoy_phuket@hotmail.com

CHALONG TEACHER
TRAINING

Last change for new year.
TEFL, TESOL, TTT school.
Ed visa stay in Thailand.
Please visit our website at: ttt-
tefl.com

FREELANCE
PHOTOGRAPHER

Make a difference to your
images
- Pre-wedding
- Wedding
- Portrait
- Family memories
- Party
- Events
Contact : Tingnoi 081-

606 5746.
www.facebook.com/

tingnoidwf
tingnoidwf.multiply.com

Personals

CHINESE
TRANSLATION

Add Chinese to your
website, menu, brochure.
English to Chinese, Thai to
Chinese translation. Chinese
translation by native Chinese
translator. We can also cre-
ate a Chinese website. For
more details, pls email or fax
inquiry. Fax: 076-524687.
Email: phuketibles@gmail.
com

SEEKING FRIENDS
Male, 49 years, looking for
friends (couple or female). Tel:
085-573 4734.

SINGLE WESTERN GUY
Educated, stable, romantic,
nice looks. Seeks a good fam-
ily lady for love. Please
conatct via by email: toby20g
@yahoo.com

PLAY BRIDGE
Couples in Rawai area who
would like to play social
games. Please contact for
more information. Tel: 083-648
9695.

DA (ATINUT)
 I MISS YOU

DA DA DA come to me
Da (Atinut). I miss you
very much. I hope I will
see you again. Listen to
the YouTube song "jim
Croce". Big kiss and
hug. Tel: +31-635-245
161 (English).
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Saloon Cars 4 x 4s Rentals

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_| (heading)

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

Please use this form to write your classified advertisement.

Classified ads are charged per line. Each line is 120 baht,
with a minimum of 4 lines (heading included) per ad.

All advertising must be paid for in advance.

WWWWWheelsheelsheelsheelsheels & MMMMMotorsotorsotorsotorsotors

Motorbikes

VW PASSAT GL 1996
Automatic. 110,000km. With
aircon, central locking, and
ewindows. Fully serviced.
Drives well. Quick sell for
135,000 baht. Contact Max.
Tel: 084-187 4560.

2010 TOYOTA VIOS
1.5G

Automatic, limited edition.
10,000km. White and black
leather seats. Price: 614,000
baht. Tel: 081-612 4187. Email:
nicolaas5@yahoo.com

CHEAP CAR:
 59,900 BAHT

1994 Hyundai Excel. New:
Battery, clutch, brake pads,
insurance. Tel:  082-412 7100.
Email: chrys077@hot.ee

 2007 SILVER
HONDA JAZZ

Excellent condition. Low
Mileage. Must sell before 10
May 2011. Price: 450,000
baht or highest offer. Tel: 083-
831 5047 (English). Email:
vking83@hotmail.com

HONDA CITY

Type Z, 2001. 104,000km.
CD. Price: 230,000 baht.
Please call Mem. Tel:
081-979 3900.

2005 BMW 323I
Silver. 90,000km. Expat
owner. In good condition, with
service records. Price: 1 mil-
lion baht. Tel: 086-272 2810.

2005 MITSUBISHI
EVO 9 MR

Imported from Japan.
Price: 1.55 million baht.
- 2005 Mitsubishi Evo 9.
Price: 1.35 million baht.
Tel: 087-589 5784. Email:
okika_j@hotmail.com

SCOOTER RENTAL
3,300 BAHT/MONTH

New Honda Wave: 3,300 baht
per month. Can also rent to own
and choose your own model
options. Tel: 076-344405, 087-
173 1773  (English). Email:
seanthepilot@hotmail.com
www.seabluephuket.com/
scooter_rental

NEW FORTUNER
FOR RENT

12,000 baht per week or
34,000 per month. With first
class insurance and delivery
service. Tel: 081-343 0777.

JAZZ, VIOS, VAN
FOR RENT

Short-or long-term rent.
Includes insurance. Deliv-
ery service. Tel: 081-538
8567. Email: suksavat@
hotmail.com

ISUZU D-MAX CAB4
4X4 AT

Isuzu D-Max Cab4 LS 4x4
Nov'09 (2010 Model). Auto-
matic, 3.0Ddi VGS Turbo, full
options: navigation, reverse
camera, Lenso wheels. 19,000
km, Asking price: 790,000
baht. Tel: 087-278 7427. Email:
maxberent@mac.com

HONDA CRV LOW KMS
2003. Silver. With leather
seats, new tyres and battery.
Price: 480,000 baht. Tel: 085-
691 1039.

HONDA PHANTOM
2 years old, 10,000km, good
condition. 65,000 baht. Tel:
084-899 3470  (English). Email:
hambuch@gmx.de

KAWASAKI 650
TRIPLE

Model ER 6N. Clean bike in
excellent condition. 2009
with only 2,500km. Price:
180,000 baht. Tel: 081-083
0024 (English & Thai).
Email: paul.t.dyer@conoco
phillips.com

HONDA PC800
VTWIN

Pacific coast sport cruiser.
2004. 18,000kms. Price:
90,000 baht. VGC. Tel:
085-691 1039.

4 MOTORBIKES
FOR SALE

Yamaha Nouvo - 25,000
baht, Mio - 24,000 baht,
Honda Airblade 25,000 baht,
Suzuki Step - 22,000baht.
3-4 years old. Work perfectly
and serviced. Tel: 085-158
7638. Email: pierre_ham
mar@yahoo.se

Vans

MINIVAN 2003
Looks new. 11 seats. Only 1
owner. Price: 220,000 baht.
Financing: 6,000 baht. Tel:
082-419 0106, 086-474 9591.

CHEAP CAR RENTAL
With insurance. From 11,000
baht per month. Tel: 076-
384060.

2006 YAMAHA MIO
36,000 km, w/ books and helmet.
Runs perfectly. Price: 15,000 baht.
Tel: 085-882 9529  (English).
Email: h.feitsma@gmail.com

HONDA PHANTOM
Harley style, in excellent con-
dition. GR 8K. Price: 25,000
baht. Tel: 086-943 6716.

 A VIGO 3.0 4WD AUTO
4-DOOR

One owner, 2006, 68,000km,
silver with beige leather.
685,000 baht. Tel: 089-475
0636 (English). Email: paul-
knight@live.com

1996 LAND ROVER
DISCOVERY

128,743km. Dependable. 4
WD, automatic, well main-
tained with all service records.
Excellent stereos. Expat best
offer. Tel: 087-981 0918.

RANGE ROVER HSM
1996

Engine head just reconditioned
by authorized dealer. Interiors
newly refurbished. Spring sus-
pensions (maintenence free).
Xenon headlight. Engine fully
checked and maintained. LPG
with "donut" tank from Italy (op-
tional). New Nakamichi HiFi.
Photo on request (car is green).
Tel: 02-662 2447, 081-638 6757.
Email: paololaschet@gmail.com

 2005 TOYOTA AVANZA
AUTO 1.3

Good condition, 69,000 miles,
any trial, full service history, full
insurance, 7-seater, new tyres
and suspension. TV, DVD, sur-
round sound. 360,000 baht o.n.o.
Tel: 087-265 8845  (Thai). Email:
johndevenport@hotmail.com

MITSUBISHI PAJERO
Sport 4x4, black. Only 2
months old with 6,000km. Top
model. 1.25 million baht. Tel:
085-781 9167.

 MERCEDES BENZ
300E

In best condition, full recorded
service from 1991 til now. Tel:
080-060 1990  (English).
Email: tdsamui@gmail.com

VOLVO V40
Year 2002, single owner, well
serviced, blue color, accident
free. Engine and car in very
good condition. Tel: 02-662
2447, 081-638 6757. Email:
paololaschet@gmail.com

NISSAN 250XY V6
Top of the range. 2010 model.
Automatic, with GPS and rear
camera. Only 18,000km. In very
good condition. Price: 1.39
million baht. Tel: 086-278 0007.

MAZDA 323 FOR SALE
1997. 150,000km. 1.8 engine.
5 doors. In good condition, ac-
cident free. Price: 160,000 baht.
Tel: 081-667 1637.

COLLECTION’S CAR
FOR SALE

1950 Fiat coupe as seen at
Phuket car show. Asking
price: 400,000 baht nett. Tel:
076-248988, 081-273 9227.
Email: danpov@hotmail.com

TOYOTA VIOS 1.5G
A/T LIMITED

Save 100,000 baht on 10-month-
old car with 8,000km 2010.
White and black leather seats.
Price: 614,000 baht. Email:
Nicolaas5@yahoo.com

HONDA CITY
1997, 155,000km, automatic,
CD-player, good condition.
Price: 180,000 baht. Tel: 081-
271 8635  (English & Thai).

Pickups

NISSAN NAVARA-2007
4 doors. In excellent condi-
tion. Expat owned, with full
service history. Price: 435,000
baht. Tel: 080-745 1333.
Email: coxo33@hotmail.com

TOYOTA VIGO 3.0
Top model. 2-door x-cab. In
perfect condition. Low kms.
No accident. Full service his-
tory. Quick sell for 539,000
baht. Tel: 086-950 7788.

TOYOTA VIGO 4X2
Top of the range. 3 years old.
86,000km. Automatic, with
many extras. Price: 590,000
baht, o.n.o. Tel: 087-276 0529.

MIRA FOR SALE

Yellow Dahatsui Mira for
sale, 85,000 baht. Serious
offers only. Contact Sarah.
Tel: 081-081 3137. Email:
mira4sale@gmail.com

 A1 CAR RENTALS

Fully insured. 12,000 to
20,000 baht per month.
Tel: 089-831 4703. Email:
a1carrent@gmail.com
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Storm ends FC Phuket match
PHUKET FC endured a 5-2 drub-
bing by Bangkok FC in the
capital on Sunday in a match that
was abandoned seven minutes
before time due to a freak storm
that made continuation play
impossible.

Phuket’s South Korean player
Choi Jai Won got the 4pm fixture
off to a great start, but Bangkok
FC equalized after a penalty and
then went on to score four more
unanswered goals –
none of which
could be blamed on
keeper Theerawat
Pinpradup.

There remains
some confusion
over what the rul-
ing meant for the
fixture. Bangkok
FC, currently languishing third-
from-bottom in Thai Division 1,
has asked that the final minutes
of the game be played in Phuket
in October, when the two sides
are scheduled to meet at Surakul
Stadium in Phuket Town.

Although replaying the remain-
ing time of a fixture at a different
ground would be almost unprec-
edented in world football,
Bangkok FC, nicknamed the
“Iron Bulls”, said the move was

preferable as it would “save money
for all sides”.

The Thai Premier League
(TPL) is considering the proposal
and is set to report its decision
very soon.

Not including Sunday’s game,
both the Southern Sea Kirin and
Bangkok FC have played eight
games so far this season.

According to the TPL official
table, Phuket is in sixth place in

Division 1 with 14
points, two points
below Bangkok
United, which has
played 10 matches.

On Sunday the
Southern Sea Kirin
face Thai Honda,
currently 15th in Di-
vision 1, at home.
Kickoff is at 6pm.

In other  news,  the  home
fixture against Songkhla FC
that  was  pos tponed due  to
flooding has been rescheduled
to June 25.

– Phuket Gazette

To watch all the goals in Sunday’s
match and footage of the downpour
that ended it, click here www.
tha i landsusu.com/webboard /
index.php?topic=168372.0

There remains
some confusion

over what the
ruling meant for

the fixture.

Top seven teams in the league
FOOTY FANS: FC Phuket fans will be hoping last weekend’s match will
be replayed. Photo: Gazette file

THE Rawai Naiharn Dragons will
hold a free dragon boat race open
day on Nai Harn Lake on May 8 to
encourage people to join the sport.

“Entry is free and training will
be available to all. We are looking
for teams of 16 people, men’s
teams, ladies’ teams, mixed teams
and kids teams [from age12 and
up],” said team coach Lisa Aston.

“The Rawai Naiharn Dragons
were formed after competing in
the Phuket Charity Race Day and
we have continued to grow ever
since. We offer free membership
to all and we train every Sunday
on Nai Harn Lake with races start-
ing at 1pm,” said Lisa.

The long-term plan is to hold

“invitational” fun regattas on the
lake once a month.

“We have two experienced team
coaches, myself and my husband
Pete, who have been competing
in the sport for over 10 years, as
well as an enthusiastic committee.

“If you are looking to get fit,
keep fit or just meet new people
and enjoy a great social side to
sport, then dragon boating is for
you,” she added.

Dragon Boat Racing originated
in China over 2,000 years ago and
is now a fast-growing sport
around the world with over 50
million participants from countries
including China, Europe, the US
and Canada.

World and European champion-
ships in the sport are held every
two years.

“This is a great paddle sport in
which a number of people work
together to create a team result re-
warded through the efforts of the
whole crew, rather than individual
performances,” said coach Aston.

“This harmony of purpose can
only be achieved through hours of
training in the boat, learning to be
a complete crew and developing
the team spirit and understanding
necessary to work together, as
one unit,” she added.

To register or for more information,
visit phuketdragonboats.com.

Racing the dragon down at Nai Harn

ENTER THE DRAGON: You can too, at Nai Harn Lake on May 8.

Other Thai Division 1
matches played last

weekend:

Bangkok Utd 1–1Rajapracha

Songkhla 3 –  0 RBAC

JW Rangsit v PTT Rayong:

postponed

Chantaburi 0 – 3 Buriram

Chainat 3 – 0 Samut Prakan

Saraburi 1 – Air Force Utd

Thai Honda 0 – 1Suphanburi

Chiang Mai 0 – BBCU

Early whistle due to wild weather may be a blessing in disguise
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By Neil Quail

THAI volleyball star Yupa Phok-
ongploy is en route to Phuket
after a short break following a
resounding victory at the second
Southeast Asian Olympic qualify-
ing tournament held in Batam,
Indonesia last weekend.

Once again the Thailand num-
ber-three team made short work
of other international pairings
while not relinquishing a single set.
Having beaten the Philippines,
New Zealand and  Singapore, they
ripped through Kazakhstan, 21-15,
21-16 in just 34 minutes to take
the title.

Five of these qualifying tourna-
ments must be played as part of
the Continental Beach Volleyball
World Cup to earn a place at the
London Olympics to be held in
2012. Yupa was also on the win-
ning team at the previous
tournament which took place in
Hua Hin last December.

Success at both these tourna-
ments has put Yupa and playing
partner, Tanarattha Udomchavee,
in a dominant position with regard
to representing Southeast Asia at

the 2012 Olympics.
“This is the best volleyball I’ve

played for a long time. I feel
strong and confidence is high. I’m
really looking forward to resum-
ing my training on Phuket after I
recover from this last tourna-
ment,” Yupa said.

Yupa’s personal coach and ad-
visor on Phuket is Bob Selznick
who is busy preparing for her ar-
rival and training.

“I also help coach the
Singapore Ladies volleyball team
and was delighted when they
made it through the group. Unfor-
tunately they were drawn against
the powerhouses of Yupa and
Tanarattha. It was a pity they were
defeated so emphatically, but it
was great to see Thailand and Yupa
especially, perform so well,” Bob
said.

“If Yupa keeps playing like this,
she will have an excellent chance
of getting to the Olympics,” he
added.

Yupa will use the sands
of Phuket to improve her form to
compete on May 25 in her next
tournament, the China Da
Li Open.

Yupa in the frame for London

SENSATIONAL: Volleyball star Yupa Phokongploy is heading back to Phuket after a stunning performance at the
second Southeast Asian Olympic qualifying tournament held in Batam, Indonesia.

BRYAN Robson, former star
midfielder of the England national
squad and Manchester United, will
autograph shirts with personal
messages to help raise money for
charity at the 2011 Phuket
Property Dot Com Pro Am Invi-
tational to be played at Laguna
Phuket Golf Club on June 17.

All proceeds from the event
will go towards the Phuket Has
Been Good To Us Foundation.

“It can be any shirt and we
can have any message put on
there. We can also get a photo
of Bryan actually signing each
shirt,” said Graham Haslam of
the foundation.

“We’re looking to raise 5,000
baht per shirt. It costs about
5,000 baht to have the shirt signed
and framed. So the total price per
shirt will be 10,000 baht,” he
added.

Fans might even be able to
meet Robson in-person, said
Haslam.

“We can even try to arrange for
a photo of Bryan handing the shirt
to whomever it may be, if and
when both are in Bangkok at the
same time,” he said.

Although ready to lend his
name – and his hand – to fund-
raising, Robson has yet to confirm
whether he will play in the
invitational, Phuket’s only inter-
national Pro Am Charity golf
event.

Up to 30 touring golf profes-
sionals from the Asian Tour, One
Asia tour, and 90 amateurs are
expected to take part in the event,
with prizes to be presented at a
gala dinner held at the B-Lay Tong
Resort in Patong.

The inaugural event last year
was won by Thai star golfer

Pro Am Invitational:
Robson lends a hand

Udorn Duangdecha and his team
of three Thai amateur golfers with
a combined handicap of only 13.

Their team score of 92 was
enough to see off Simon Yates’
team (90 points) and big-hitting
American Corey Harris and his
team (89 points).

– Neil Quail

LENDING SUPPORT: Ex-Manchester United player Bryan Robson will sign
shirts to be auctioned off at the Phuket Property Dot Com Pro Am
Invitational.  Photo: Wikimedia

THE seventh season of the Adult Futsal League (AFL) started on
April 28 at the Thanyapura Sports and Leisure Club (TSLC) in
Thalang.

Played under floodlights, the league enjoys a good standard of
competitive football between Thai and expat teams.

Games are five-a-side, but teams can register a squad of 12
and play on the 50 x 30 meter FIFA approved synthetic surface.

Having organized the league, Martin Hill is aware of Phuket’s
football needs.

“A floodlit pitch is a great advantage for those who work.
Natural light allows only for an hour or so after work to play a
game of football, but with the facility at TSLC, the AFL can
start and finish to suit those leaving work at five or six in the
evening,” he said.

“We also have two more leagues starting next month. The
VFL (Veterans Futsal League) for over 35 year olds and the SFL
(Senior Futsal League) for over 40 year olds,” Martin said.

– Neil Quail

For more information on any of the leagues visit W:thanyapura.com or
contact Martin at T: 085 331 0295

Futsal’s seventh
season underway
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Laguna takes
down Patong

By Neil Quail

TWO of the island’s best teams crossed
blades in a mighty end-of-season clash last
Sunday in the final of the Island Furniture
Phuket Cricket T20 league.

Having lost the 35-over competition in
dramatic fashion two weeks ago, Laguna
CC needed to lay that ghost to rest and fire
on all cylinders to derail a confident Patong
side looking to clinch a clean sweep of titles.

Laguna CC chose to open proceedings
by putting Patong CC in the field, and hope-
fully post a total score difficult to chase.

In savage heat, the tensions brimmed and
players on both sides gave each other witty
and often brutal criticisms. However, um-
pire Mike Khan managed proceedings with
maturity and incidents went no further than
just heated words.

Although few wickets fell in the first 10
overs, tight bowling from Dave Watson,
Joshi Naresh and Anil Rawat restricted La-
guna CC to just 57 runs at the break.

Andrew Cole (47 runs) showed why he
was in contention for player-of-the-year,
notching another solid innings before be-
ing snapped up at square leg by Dean
Noble. Sameer returned an unbeaten half
century, helped by some wayward bowl-
ing shortly after the break, which
eventually pushed Laguna CC to a respect-

able 155 for 3 after 20 overs.
Requiring just under eight runs per over,

Patong CC’s opening pair of David Thomas
and David Watson obliterated Laguna CC’s
bowling attack. After five overs the dynamic
duo had hoisted the score to 57 runs – ex-
actly that of Laguna CC’s 10 over total.

The omens were not looking favorable
for Laguna CC, and once Thomas and
Watson ended their contributions on 29 and
28 respectively, Patong looked to Richard
Folds and Anthony Van Blerk to take the
game within sight of victory. At 87 for 2,
Patong CC came in for drinks calm, col-
lected and feeling in control of the match.

Needing 68 runs from 10 overs, Patong
CC needed only to play sensibly and pick
the bad balls to dispatch. Folds and Van
Blerk emulated their openers by scoring in
the 20s before being dismissed in the 15th

and 16th overs.
Despite the possibility of another defeat

looming less than 30 minutes away, it was
Laguna CC that introduced sense to their
play and applied consistent line and length
to their bowling.

Patong CC could not get the ball away
and watched as the run-rate climbed ever
higher. Needing more runs from fewer
overs encouraged flamboyant shots and
unnecessary runs which inevitably led to
warranted dismissals. Rawat, Naresh and

Richard Desmond all returned to the pavil-
ion without troubling the scorers.

Eventually the bowling of Laguna CC
proved unbeatable and their total
unachievable. Fourteen was needed from
the last over, but neither Seemant or his
partner could find the boundary. Lijo’s fig-
ures reflected the efforts of Laguna,
finishing with an impressive three wicket
haul for just 12 runs.

A deserved win for Laguna CC meant
that both clubs each earned a title, and the
season ended with honors even.

Post-match celebrations were followed
by an awards ceremony hosted by
Mr Alan Cook who presented team

medals and individual awards.
“The standard of cricket has been the

best I’ve seen in years. Congratulations to
both teams. I look forward to November
when Phuket will have a purpose built
cricket facility in time for the Thailand
Youth Games,” Alan said.

Man-of-the-match was awarded to
Sameer Khan whose performance also
earned him a share of player-of-the-year
with team mate Andrew Cole.

Inquiries or anyone wishing to play should
contact Anthony Van Blerk E: avanblerk
79@gmail.com or Dave Thomas E:dave
thomas01@hotmail.com

LAGUNA CC: Winners of this year’s Island Furniture Cricket League. Photo: Neil Quail
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Looking for a place to stay?
See more classified ads at www.phuketgazette.net

The Superkids
By Neil Quail

MORE than 90 young athletes took
part in the inaugural Ironkids
Triathlon last Saturday at
Thanyapura Sports and Leisure
Club (TSLC) facility in the grounds
of Phuket International Academy.

On hand to support and coach
the youngsters through this gru-
elling test of body and mind was
Ironman star Jurgen Zack.
Jurgen holds the record for the
second fastest time ever over the
full Ironman course with a time
that begs belief of seven hours,
51 minutes and 42 seconds. He is
still the holder of the fastest bike
split of four hours, 14 minutes and
14 seconds.

Although the Ironkids were not
subject to the full Ironman sched-
ule of a 3.86km swim, a 180.25km
cycle and a full marathon of
42.195km, they did have to com-
pete in the merciless Phuket heat,
an unenviable endurance test
nonetheless.

Race Director Claire Ratcliffe
designed and superbly organized
courses with varying length to
suit three different age categories
which included Junior (6 - 8

years), Intermediate (9 -11 years)
and Senior (12-15 years).

The Senior’s began their trial
with a swim of 300 meters in the
fantastic Olympic-size swimming
pool. Once through transition they
set off on a 12km off-campus
cycle and finished the lung-ham-
mering ordeal with a 3km run,
crossing the line after a circuit of
the magnificent athletics track. The
track has a synthetic rugby pitch
endorsed by the International
Rugby Board.

The Intermediate’s were
challenged by a 150m swim, a
6km cycle and 1km run, while
the Junior’s powered their way
through a 50m swim, a 3km

cycle and 500m run.
The conditioning of these

young athletes was exceptional.
Observing at the finish line, sev-
eral sprint finishes were
witnessed, but every single
Ironkid who finished the course,
irrespective of position, had a look
of satisfaction on their faces.

Jurgen Zack showed his dedi-
cation to the Ironkids by waiting
in withering conditions for his
proteges to complete their circuit,
offering encouragement and con-
gratulations.

“Facilities at TSLC are second
to none and it is an honor to be
involved with the development.
It’s been fantastic to coach the
children for the Ironkids event and
I look forward to returning in No-
vember in time to help the children
prepare for their next Ironkids
triathlon,” Jurgen said.

An exhausted, but jubilant
Claire Ratcliffe said she was de-
lighted with the success of the
event.

“We had over 90 participants
to monitor, and the team from
TSLC and PIA were outstanding.
We’re very much looking forward
to the next event,” Claire said.

Young athletes show the true meaning of sport at triathalon

How the Ironkids finished:
Junior girls results: 1st Mia O’Leary 2nd Rebecca Mak 3rd Natnicha
Inthawong.
Junior boys results: 1st Ben McMillan 2nd Jeremy Kemp 3rd Nicholas
Stewart
Intermediate girls results: 1st Syami Yapp 2nd Eloise De Perthuis 3rd Gaia
Moon
Intermediate boys results: 1st Chris Thomson 2nd Dorion Gombos 3rd

Raphiphat Phuntong
Senior girls results (14-15 years): 1st Sian Wilson
Senior girls results (12-13 years): 1st Zoe Bowden 2nd Sabrina Bilston-
John 3rd Olivia De Perthuis
Senior boys results (14-15 years): 1st Nicholas Murphy 2nd Supawit
Vetchasit 3rd Jansin Sreesawat
Senior boys results (12-13 years): 1st Dylan Nyerges 2nd William Feller 3rd

Matthew May
Company Sponsored team results: 1st Headstart/DaVinci/91.5fm 2nd Team
Image Asia 3rd Team Quest

GUNNING FOR GLORY: Young competitors race in the Ironkids triathalon.

POOLSIDE: The ‘Iron’ swim starlets
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