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Football Special

AT the peak of the high
season, Phuket’s beaches
have been left without the

lifeguards who have saved
hundreds of lives in the past year.

The contract to supply life-
guards at Phuket beaches expired
on November 18 but it has not
been renewed.

Lifeguard service provider
LP Laikhum Co was awarded the
contract in mid-June to provide
five months of service. However,
the company has not renewed
due to a number of issues.

Phuket Provincial Adminis-
tration Organization (PPAO)
aims to improve the provincial
lifeguard service and have a new
contractor running it by the start
of the new year.

The PPAO is still waiting for
the firm to return all of the PPAO-
owned equipment it was issued
under the contract, a source at
the PPAO’s procurement division
told the Gazette.

The PPAO would like to
find a new firm to take over the
contract, which it hopes to have
signed by the year’s end.

An expansion in the number
of lifeguards from 67 to 83 is
planned, the source said.

Managerial issues were
said to be the root of the problem.

“The problem is the way
they manage their team. They
should work harder and co-
operate in a better and friendlier
manner with local groups, such
as the jet-ski operators,” a PPAO

spokesperson said.
PPAO President Paiboon

Upatising was earlier quoted as
saying that calm seas in the high
season made it safe for people to
enter the sea without lifeguard
protection at this time of the year.

Patong Deputy Mayor
Chairat Sukhabaan has asked
jet-ski operators to look out for
tourists and provide them
assistance if needed.

A source at LP Laikhum
provided statistics showing that
the lifeguards had saved many
lives in the five-month period.

There were 743 ‘incidents’
while lifeguards were on duty:
270 in Kata, 234 in Patong, 141
in Karon and 98 in Nai Harn.

Eight deaths were also

recorded in total; Karon being the
deadliest beach with four
fatalities, followed by Patong (2),
Kata (1) and Surin (1), he said.

A high-ranking source at LP
Laikhum said the main problem
was paying the lifeguards.

“Our professional lifeguards
should be paid up to 12,000 baht
a month, but in fact it is just 9,200
baht per month, which is quite
low,” he said.

Another problem is the
equipment we are required to buy
under the contract, some of
which is not really useful.

For example, we had to buy
rubber rafts but we never used
them. It would be better if we had
jet-skis,” he said.

– Kitima Pornmongkhonwat

Lifeguards leave Phuket beaches for high season

THE Nation today cel-
ebrates the 82nd anni-
versary of their beloved
monarch His Majesty

King Bhumibol Adulyadej.
At the time of going to

press, His Majesty was scheduled
to grant an audience to Royal
family members, members of
Parliament and state officials at
the Amarin Winitchai Throne Hall
this morning.

Most other royal functions
related to his normal birthday cel-
ebrations were earlier postponed.

Some of the postponements
are rare while others are unprec-
edented.

The Trooping of the Colours
by the Royal Guards, a tradition
since 1953 ahead of His
Majesty’s birthday, was post-
poned indefinitely for the first
time this year.

However, Thais will take
heart in His Majesty’s presence
at the Amarin Winitchai Throne
Hall on his birthday, his first pub-
lic appearance outside Bangkok’s
Siriraj Hospital since his admis-

sion about 10 weeks ago.
His Majesty, also known as

King Rama IX, was born on De-
cember 5, 1927, in Cambridge,
Massachusetts, USA. He then
acceded to the Throne at age 18
on June 9, 1946.

A variety of performances
and celebrations are planned in
the capital, for which hundreds of
thousands of people are expected
to attend, many of them having
made their way to Bangkok from
other provinces.

In Phuket, individual mu-
nicipal authorities have scheduled
various activities to mark His
Majesty’s 82nd birthday.

A procession is scheduled to
start at 2.30pm from the Sea Pearl
Intersection to Loma Park on
Patong Beach, where Patong
municipality officials will pay
their respects to an image of His
Majesty The King.

As December 5 is also
marked as Fathers’ Day in Thai-
land, Patong Mayor Pian Keesin
will hand out ‘Best Father’
awards and prizes for paintings,

poems and writing celebrating
Fathers’ Day.

Phuket Governor Wichai
Phraisa-ngop is scheduled at 4pm
to join officials and the public in

paying respects to the King and
singing the National Anthem.

A football match will then
be held in honor of the King.

Nation celebrates

His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej (King Rama IX) turns 82 today.

– Phuket Gazette
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Norwegian consul opens

Properties for sale within Laguna Phuket

 
 

i ation on 

these an  other properties, 

pleas all:

+66 (0) 76 362 333

ail:

resale@lagunaresale.com

www.lagunaresale.com

1  Sheraton Island Villa - Duplex THB19.9 M 2  Laguna Village Townhome  THB 21 M 

4  Laguna Village Residence THB 38 M 3  Laguna Townhome   THB 22 M 

5  Dusit Thani Pool Villas   THB 38 M 

Toy boy and lover
face murder charges

AGAS station attendant re-
turned a purse containing
10,000 baht (US$300) in

cash and other valuables to a
British woman who  dropped it
while filling up.

Expat Kathleen Gooch-
Firmin pulled in to the PTT filling
station on Chao Fah East Road
about 8.30am on November 29
to fill up gasoline canisters in
preparation for the King’s Cup
Regatta.

She dropped her purse while
in a rush to fill the canisters and
get to the starting line on time for
the children’s dinghy race.

“I didn’t realize it until I’d
reached my destination in Kata.

I started to drive back but thought
there was really little chance of
finding it. But on my way back to
the station, I received a telephone
call from Tops Supermarket,
giving me a number to call as
someone had found my purse,”
she explained.

Staff at the PTT station had
opened the purse to look for
contact information about its
owner. Inside was a ‘TOPS Spot
Award Card’.

The PTT staff then co-
ordinated with TOPS staff in
getting Mrs Gooch-Firmin’s
wallet back to her.

“Upon returning to the filling
station my purse was given back.

The young female pump
attendant had found it and handed
it in…. I was so relieved to see
the cash, ATM cards, credit cards,
personal membership cards, my
Thai driving license – everything
was there. Losing all of this would
have caused me a tremendous
hassle,” she said.

“I was so pleased with the
garage for its efforts to contact
me, and so thankful to the female
pump attendant,” she said.

After a great deal of
persuasion by Mrs Gooch-Firmin,
the female attendant reluctantly
accepted a 1,000-baht reward for
her honesty and good work.

THE Norwegian Embassy
officially opened its Honor-
ary Consulate for Phuket,

Phang Nga and Krabi on
November 26 with an inaugu-
ration ceremony at the Muang
Mai Building on Thepkrasattri
Road in Rasada

The ceremony was
presided over by Norwegian
Minister of the Environment and
International Development Erik
Solheim.

Also present were the
Norwegian Ambassador to
Thailand Merete Fjeld Brattested
and Phuket Governor Wichai
Phraisa-Ngop along with several
local officials and dignitaries.

The newly-assigned Nor-
wegian consul Pornphan Sitthi-
chaivijit and her staff will operate
out of the third floor of the Muang
Mai Building.

The inauguration follows the
office’s soft opening on July 9.

The consulate provides
services to the growing number
of Norwegians who visit the An-
daman region every year and
those who want to conduct
consular affairs without having to

make the trip to the consulate in
Bangkok.

Approximately 120,000
Norwegians (about 2.5% of the
population) visit Thailand each
year, about one third of them
visiting Phuket.

Ms Pornphan said that as a
Phuket native, she was honored
to be appointed as the region’s
honorary consul for Norway,
adding that she would do her best
to serve both Thais and
Norwegians.

“Although the post is

-Stephen Michael Fein

Gas pump samaritan tracks down expat

regional, it plays an important part
in building the international
reputations of both countries,”
she said.

The Norwegian consulate’s
offices are open on weekdays –
except Wednesdays – from 10am
to 12pm and from 1pm to 3pm.

To contact the office call
076-237156.

See next week’s issue of the
Gazette for a full list of Phuket’s
consular offices, also listed in the
Gazettte Guide 2010.

The burned out car found on a quiet lane in Chalong Village 7.

A21-YEAR-OLD man suspected of murdering elderly Japa-
nese citizen Yukiho Yamada and burning his body in Phuket
continues to insist he acted alone. However, police remain

skeptical of the suspect’s claim.
Suwit Maengsri told police that his 50-year-old lover Tubtim

Saehak (Mr Yamada’s wife) was not involved in either the killing
or the disposal of the body.

Police have charged Mr Suwit and Mrs Tubtim with
conspiracy to murder and disposal of the victim’s body.

Police doubt Mr Suwit’s story due to testimony from Wichit
Mapan, who witnessed the burning of Mr Yamada’s body inside
the victim’s Honda Civic.

Mr Wichit claims he heard someone say ‘We can’t go any
further, it’s a dead end,’ shortly before the car was set alight, leading
police to suspect that Mrs Tubtim was present.

Mr Suwit told police he resolved to kill Mr Yamada after
hearing Mrs Tubtim’s stories of her husband’s appalling treatment
of her.

Mrs Tubtim said 75-year-old Mr Yamada ordered her to find
him prostitutes and that if they did not satisfy him he blamed her
and beat her.

Mr Suwit said he told his lover of his plan to kill Mr Yamada a
week before the killing, ignoring her attempts to dissuade him.

Mr Suwit confessed to entering the couple’s house on
November 23, then hitting Mr Yamada twice in the face with a
crowbar, knocking him unconscious. He also stabbed the victim in
the leg with a knife before fleeing the scene.

Mr Suwit returned to the house to dispose of the body at 3am
on November 25. He hauled Mr Yamada’s corpse into the married
couple’s car, and drove to a quiet lane in Chalong Village 7, he said.

When the car got stuck in mud, he set it on fire and fled, he
claimed. Mr Suwit was arrested on November 28.

-Sitthipong Nongkeaw

-Pimwara Choksakulpan

Norwegian Honorary Consul Pornphan Sitthichaivijit (left) with Phuket
Governor Wichai Phraisa-Ngop and Norwegian officials.
,
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Body found off Karon
identified as Australian

Man arrested for
pilfering pond life

CHALONG Police have
confirmed that the body
of a man found floating
off Karon Beach on

November 30 is that of 31-year-
old Australian Ben Douglas
Richards, who went missing from
a villa hotel in the Surin Beach
area two days prior.

Chalong Police investigator
Boonlert Onklang said Mr Richards
had been staying at a friend’s villa
when he went missing.

At the time of writing,
medical staff at Vachira Phuket
Hospital were yet to determine the
exact cause of death, but police
suspect suicide because the
Australian had reportedly talked
about taking his own life before his
disappearance, Col Boonlert said.

A staff member at Baan
Thai Surin Hill confirmed Mr
Richards had been staying there.

“I am not sure when he
first arrived, but it seems he was
here quite a long time. His
relatives have already viewed
the remains at Vachira Phuket
Hospital and positively identified

the man as Mr Richards,” the
staff member said.

Mr Richards’ remains are
likely to be sent to Bangkok
for further examination into the
cause of death after all the
necessary paperwork has been
completed, Col Boonlert said.

Chalong Police were
initially notified of the body’s
discovery by staff at Le Meridien
Phuket Beach Resort around

noon on November 30.
Phuket Ruamjai Kupai

Foundation workers used one of the
resort’s boats to recover the body,
which was discovered floating
about seven kilometers offshore.

The site of the decomposing
body being dragged ashore
shocked tourists at the popular
beach, causing many to come out
of the water.

-Atchaa Khamlo

The sight of the badly decomposing body being pulled ashore scared
many tourists. It was quickly wrapped with a sheet.

TWO Burmese fishermen
were sentenced to 25
years in prison for the

March 2009 murder of British
yachtsman Malcolm Robertson
off the coast of Satun province,
The Guardian has reported.

At the time of the murder,
the semi-retired couple were on
their way from Phuket to
Langkawi in Malaysia, where
they planned to leave their yacht
and fly back to the UK.

The Foreign Office con-
firmed that two adult Burmese
nationals were sentenced at Satun

Provincial Court on November 26.
Both men pleaded guilty to

the charges and their sentences
were halved, to 25 years and eight
months each.

A 17-year-old minor also
convicted of murder in the case
will get a lighter sentence and will
be held in custody until he

reaches the age of 24.
The trio, arrested following

a dramatic boat chase after the
killing, said they were desperate
for food and water after being
marooned on a tiny island near
where the Robertsons anchored
their sailboat the Mr Bean.

Court sentences killers of British sailor

-Gazette reporters

A 26-YEAR-OLD man
faces up to three years
in prison after being

caught fishing in a public park.
Khomsan Kaewkhampha,

an unemployed Phuket City
resident, set out for an early
morning fishing session on
November 25.

When he arrived at the
main pond in Rama IX Park
(Suan Luang Park) in Phuket
City, Mr Khomsan baited his
hook with a snake head, cast out
his line and waited for a bite.

After reeling in two catfish,
Mr Khomsan was spotted by a
Phuket City Police officer and
three municipality workers who
were on patrol in the park.

Mr Khomsan was promptly
arrested and his two fishing rods,
two catfish and two snake heads
were seized by police.

He has since been char-
ged with theft Pol Sub-Lt Teer-
awat Amnachjaroenying told
the Gazette.

Mr Khomsan confessed to
the charges, but claims he did not
know it was illegal to fish in
Phuket public parks and that he

was fishing for food for his family.
His wife told the Gazette

that her husband had lived
behind Suan Luang Park his
entire life and had always fished
at the lake.

But Sub-Lt Teerawat said
the fish belong to Phuket City
Municipality and that stealing
them can result in up to three
years in prison and a 6,000
baht fine if found guilty.

“His sentence could be
suspended because he con-
fessed,” Sub-Lt Teerawat said.

This is not the first time
the pond has been the site of
controversy.

Two days prior to Mr
Khomsan’s arrest, a man was
shot dead in an intense shoot
out with police at the site.

His body was floating in
the pond for over an hour bef-
ore it was recovered.

In August last year, four
fishermen were arrested for
using chemicals in the same
pond to poison at least 80
kilos of fish.

-Pimwara Choksakulpan
and Fraser Morton

Pol Sub-Lt Teerawat Amnachjaroenying holds up the suspect’s
fishing rod said to be used in the early morning offence.
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Whopping fines for excess weight
ONE unfortunate tourist to

Thailand was hit with
such an exorbitant excess

baggage fine he may as well
have bought another seat on the
flight for his luggage, Time
magazine reported recently.

The amount in question was
approximately US$2,200 (approx.
66,000 baht).

Bob Wolfe of New York and
his wife were reported to have
flown aboard a Thai International
Airways (THAI) flight from
Bangkok’s Suvarnabhumi Airport
to Panama.

However, when Mr Wolfe
arrived at the check-in counter,
he was told that his four bags
were each about 2kg to 3kg over
the 32-kg limit.

He would have to pay a
penalty, check-in staff told him.

After being sent to a THAI
office, Mr Wolfe was reported as
having said a number of em-
ployees discussed at length how
much he should be charged.

More than an hour later,
the figure of 66,000 baht
was reached.

Mr Wolfe reluctantly paid
the fine, vowing to pursue
the matter when he returned
home, Time reported.

As of November 24, when
the Time article appeared, Mr
Wolfe was still unsure of why he
was charged so much – or how
the figure was arrived at.

He tried in vain to get a full
explanation of why he was
charged so much and to gain a
partial refund, the article said.

The airline’s eventual
response was that Mr Wolfe
was charged three times the
normal fee because his bags
were not only overweight, but
also oversized.

Passengers with bags over
32kg with total dimensions of more
than 80 inches get hit with a triple
penalty, the carrier explained.

But Mr Wolfe insisted that at
no point were his bags’ dimensions
measured by any THAI staff.

Measuring his first two bags,
he found that they were 60 and
67 inches respectively.

All four bags were reported
to be under the 80-inch limit and
thus should not have been subject
to the triple penalty.

He sent photographs of his
bags next to a tape measure to
the Time journalist, who passed
the images on to THAI.

Time reported that they first
contacted THAI in August.

When they went to print
with their article in November,
they were still awaiting a final
conclusion on Mr Wolfe’s case
from the airline.

Meanwhile, the Gazette
contacted THAI to investigate
the case.

A senior THAI spokes-
person confirmed the amount
Mr Wolfe was charged for
his excess baggage, saying
his case was not unusual.

Bags are charged US$150

(3,000 baht) per kilogram over the
weight limit, the source said.

“This regulation is clearly
marked on all THAI tickets, but
most travelers do not pay
attention to it,” the source said.

All Star Alliance carriers
apply the same excess baggage
fees and Mr Wolf’s charge was
by no means a record, he said.

The source also said they
had personally charged one
traveler 100,000 baht or US$3,000
for excess baggage.

“They were carrying un-
polished diamonds, so I assume the
owner could afford to pay the fine.”

On November 27, a
Russian couple flying out of
Suvarnabhumi Airport paid more
than 40,000 baht in excess
baggage charges.

“They didn’t complain,
but they were very rich,” the
source said.

However, another spokes-
person claimed Mr Wolfe did not
fly with THAI at all, but with
fellow Star Alliance carrier All
Nippon Airways (ANA), from
Bangkok to Panama.

The two airlines operate a
code-share agreement on the

route, which means a flight
operated by an airline is co-
marketed as a flight for one or
more other airlines that can issue
tickets on it.

The spokesperson added
that THAI staff were simply
acting as the ground handlers for
ANA and that Mr Wolfe’s case
would therefore have to be dealt
with by ANA.

The spokesperson also
claimed Mr Wolfe’s bags
measured more than 62 inches;
the maximum bag size for ANA,
not THAI flights.

So, as yet, it seems a final
outcome to Mr Wolfe’s case is a
long way off – in Tokyo perhaps.

The underlying message in
Mr Wolfe’s case is the following:
if asked to pay an excess baggage
fee, ask to see the airline’s policy
in writing and ensure your bags
are measured and weighed in
front of you.

Always read the small print
on your ticket when packing and
be prepared to jettison any
unnecessary items that may put
you over the specified limits.

-Pimwara Choksakulpan and
Fraser Morton

Check-in counters at Suvarnabhumi Airport in Bangkok, where a Thai Airway’s source said tourists are often
charged thousands of baht in excess baggage fines.
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Queer News

Dispute turns explosive
TRAT: A quarry worker and his
wife were blown up after the man
apparently detonated a quantity of
C-4 plastic explosive during a
domestic dispute on November 19.

The blast, heard for up
to 50km away, had villagers
fearing an invasion by the
Cambodian army.

Police and rescue workers
found the house of Phen
Buntham, 42, and his wife Saijai
Buntham completely destroyed
by the blast. The bodies of the
pair had been thrown in different
directions by the force of the
explosion.

Mr Phen’s brother-in-law
Samphan Bunkhong said Mr
Phen was the head of the
explosives team at the quarry
where they both worked in Bor
Rai District. Every day, Mr Phen
checked out around 50 bars of C-
4 from the explosives depot. If
any were unused at the end of
the day, he was supposed to
return them to the depot.

Mr Phen must have taken
some of the explosives home that
day, Mr Samphan said.

He believed Mr Phen must
have detonated the explosives
himself, as they are hard to detonate

without using an electric fuse. As
Mr Phen and his wife were known
to engage in fierce fighting, Mr
Phen could have detonated the
blasts in the heat of an argument,
Mr Samphan speculated.

Mrs Saijai’s younger sister
Panchan Phromma said the
couple had been arguing
constantly in the days before the
blast, though the fights had never
turned physical. Mrs Panchan
said she also believed the pair had
likely died following a heated
domestic dispute.

Inspector Seri Somphaibun
from Bor Rai police declined to
comment on the details of the
case pending receipt of a report
from Border Patrol Police
explosives experts.

He would question the
quarry owner to ensure that
precautions to control explosives
were adequate, he added.

Villagers in neighbouring
sub-districts up to 50km away
reported hearing the explosion.
With Bor Rai District lying along
the Thai-Cambodian border, many
residents thought fighting had
broken out between the two
countries, it was reported.

Source: Khao Sod

Turkish couple nabbed
for series of robberies
CHIANG RAI: Police arrested
a Turkish couple on November 27
for a string of bank robberies in
Northern Thailand.

The couple were picked up
by police in Chiang Mai after they
allegedly stole 28,000 baht from
the Chiang Rai branch of Siam
City Bank two days earlier.

Police accused 20-year-old
Ilturk Ramazan and 26-year-old
Haci Gokcoz of using a sedative
drug to confuse the teller at the
bank’s foreign exchange counter,

then swiping the cash.
CCTV footage showed

the thieves escaping in a car. A
check on the car’s registration
revealed it had been rented out
in Chiang Mai. This led police
to the guesthouse the Turks
were staying in, near the Chiang
Mai Night Bazaar.

Chiang Rai Muang District
Police Superintendent Jaran
Rengtham said the suspects ini-
tially denied involvement in
the robbery.

After being shown CCTV
footage, however, Mr Ramazan
confessed. Ms Gokcoz continued
to deny the allegations.

She also refused to show her
face to police, saying it was
against her religion.

A teller from the bank iden-
tified the pair as the robbers.

Police say the pair are sus-
pects for a number of similar rob-
beries in Chiang Rai, Chiang Mai
and Lampang.

Source: Nation Channel

Wild boar terrorizes village
PITSANULOKE: Forestry of-
ficers are hunting for a vicious
wild boar that has been terroriz-
ing villagers – and their pets –
since escaping from its pen on
November 29.

A team of 10 forestry
officers from Khao Noi Khao
Pradu Wildlife Preservation Area
in Wat Bod District hunted for the
80-kilogram beast after villagers
reported it had been rampaging
through their fields.

After some time of hunting,

local farmer Thapthim Taenklad,
45, told the officers that the boar
was in her cassava field, held at
bay by her pack of 10 dogs.

When officers arrived at the
scene with equipment to subdue
the animal, they found the boar had
successfully fought off the dogs,
injuring a number of them. It then
made its escape. Officers have
now requested tranquillizer darts.

The Boar’s owner, 48-year-
old Lim Niammai, said the boar is
a three-year-old male called ‘Jao

Praeng’. Chief stud on her farm,
Jao Praeng is very fierce and a
skilled escape artist, Mrs Lim said.

Forestry officers have
warned locals to be careful when
walking through the forest.

Wild boars are surprisingly
dangerous animals. Every year
they are responsible for a number
of human fatalities worldwide. In
October last year, a German man
out hunting died after being
attacked by a wild boar near Berlin.

Source: Khao Sod
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Nai Yang Beach
given pearl polish

Staff the Indigo Pearl Resort have been getting knee-deep in
trash in a bid to promote more environmentally friendly prac-
tices in the local area. Recently launching the ‘4Rs’ cam-

paign, which pushes a ‘reduce, reuse, recycle, and be respon-
sible’ message, the team at the Nai Yang resort are introducing
and promoting new ways to recycle used goods.

The campaign is community driven, and has seen Indigo
Pearl staffers host demonstrations outlining the importance of
recycling practices to local businesses.

So far, the campaign has seen an army of Indigo Pearl eco-
warriors and local residents collect cans, paper, plastic bottles
and other reusable debris from Nai Yang Beach and the surrounding
area.

Sifting and sorting, the clean-up teams have achieved a
marked success in sorting hundreds of bags of refuge and reusable
materials, which have then been collected by local municipality
collection teams.

Indigo Pearl also insists it is only using ‘all natural’ fertilizers
in their organic gardens as part of the campaign.

An enzyme-activated oxidation water filtration system which
turns dirty water into clean water has also been employed under
the wing of the campaign.

The new filtration system is tested twice a month and  benefits
the local community .

Organic soaps and spa products are also exclusively used
throughout the resort as part of the ‘4Rs’ campaign, and even
eco-friendly laundry detergents are now being used.

After a successful campaign launch, an Indigo Pearl
spokesperson said that many more eco-aware practices will be
launched in the coming months.

Plans to reuse fruit waste that can be turned into organic
fertilizer, selling food waste to pig farms and providing staff-
incentive schemes (which will see staff bringing their trash to
work) are also expected soon.

A color-coded recycle bin system is also planned to be
stationed at various locations around Nai Yang.

For more information on the ‘4Rs’ campaign contact Panchan
Noimeecharoen. T: 076-327 006, 076-327 015.

Indigo Pearl employees take part in a fashion parade of clothes made
from recycled items to promote the resort’s ongoing rubbish recycling
program in the local area.

Living in Phuket with the
beach so close, cars rarely
stay clean for long.

Fortunately, Phuket motor-
ists with their rides caked in dirt
and mud have a new, quick-
cleaning option with the launch of
the Xpress Car Wash system
located just south of Dawruang
School on Chao Fa East Road.

The automated car wash
reproduces that once shiny finish
with Xpress’ new WashTec
cleaning facility.

The car wash puts vehicles

through a 24-step cleaning process
in just five minutes.

The German-made Xpress
WashTec system is the first of its
kind in Phuket.

Vehicles are waxed and
lathered on a conveyor takes them
through a series of non-abrasive
brushes.

Virtually every exterior
component of the vehicle re-
ceives some treatment.

A chemical wash and high-
pressure hoses remove dust and
insect remains, the body gets a

shampoo brush wash, while an
underbody washer removes dirt
and salt residue from the under-
side of the vehicle.

Rims are then treated with
special detergent and the wheels
get a power scrub.

A series of dryers makes sure
cars don’t drive away with any
streaks, and foam wax is applied
to send vehicles off with a shine.

Drivers can also choose
from a range of car-cleaning op-
tions, including budget and pre-
mium packages.

High-tech car wash takes off

Xpress Wash in Phuket Town uses the latest German automotive cleaning technology to send cars off with
a brand new look. The WashTec system is the first of its kind in Phuket.
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menuOn the

Fraser Morton
WITH

Wine Connection ventures into fantasyland

The Gazette arrives at
Wine Connection’s
new Jungceylon-based
Deli & Bistro soaked

from rain and in no mood to
dodge crowds.

Dinner in a shopping mall–
in Patong no less – we are not
overly excited. A night in a loud,
populous, family-orientated,
theme park-esque mall, may be
some people’s idea of relaxing, but
for this writer – it’s anything but.

Situated almost within
spitting distance of global burger
joints, coffee shops and sandwich
shops, and within earshot of an
Irish pub across Sino Street – Wine
Connection’s expansive new
offering dominates two sizable shop
units.

Opened in July, The Deli &
Bistro is the latest addition to
Wine Connection’s ever-
expanding Thai empire, now
totaling 20 outlets.

As we wait to be seated, we
drink in the scene. The customers,
a pretty fair cross-section of
Phuketians and tourists, nibble on
deli treats and nurse wine glasses.

Singha-shirts and board
shorts, button-down collars
and slicked-back-hair. Leggy

middle-aged blondes and fresh-
faced teens.

All forms of Phuket life that
share an affinity for European
cuisine are on show. They slouch
in pockets of sofas and scatterings
of tables and chairs which litter the
outdoor dining area. With ample
seating (enough for three football
teams) and with bums parked in
almost every available pew, it
seems Wine Connection’s new
outfit is succeeding in reeling
in the crowds.

No easy feat, considering
on this particular night, three
restaurants in close proximity had
not a single patron sitting outside.

As we take a nosy inside,
we sniff the baskets of fresh
bread that greet visitors as they
enter. The rolling shop area is a
visual feast, festooned with
bottles, jars, boxes and packets
of imported European treats.

A bevy of staff neatly decked
out in company threads busily stock
shelves, man deli counters and
scamper from the kitchen with
trays topped with steaming plates.

A pasta and thin crusted pizza
dressed with what looks like Parma
ham is ferried out to waiting
customers. Our gaze follows the
pizza until it’s out of sight, and
we are momentarily disappointed
when it’s gone.

Right on time, Wine
Connection’s CEO Michael
Trocherie, bounds into the store.
A firm handshake and introduction

aside, we walk, he talks.
We are drawn to the

cheese deli counter, while Mr
Trocherie explains that being an
agent and importer for all the
products that Wine Connection
sells, allows him to maintain
competitive pricing.

Simplicity is key to the Wine
Connection recipe, he says, while
handing us a deli ordering form.

The simple system he refers
to is a box-ticking form which
customers hand to deli staff or
waitresses, to either eat in-house
or take away.

As we peruse the cake
stand, we eye the Tiramisu, which
Michael says is his chef’s special.

A selection of over 600 wine
labels, stacked ceiling-high in the
rear of the shop, is our last port of
call before taking a weight off
outside. Our better halves joined
us at the table.

The menu works on the
sound principle of taking some-
thing good and doing as little to it
as possible. There are Sicilian
boscaiola olives stuffed with
anchovies, pimento olives served
on sticks, platters of Spanish
chorizo, Italian salted pancetta,
duck terrine – and riccotta and
Parma ham salad, which we
dipped in to while we thought

about what to order.
We were struck by chronic

indecision, so our host orders for
the table. Moments later a
sweet waitress props down a
gargantuan cheese platter (290
baht). Europe’s best cheese
offerings fight for attention.
Dutch Gouda, Italian red
pepper-spiced pecorino and a
French duo of roquefort and brie
de meaux – a fantasy land for
the cheese-obsessed.

Wandering teenage eyes
from the table next to ours, and a
hushed “wow, the cheese selec-
tion looks good” from the red
dress sitting to our right makes
us savor our platter all the more.
They too are cheese-obsessed,
but can only look at our platter.

By the time our cheese
knives are unsheathed, two more
glasses of New Zealand Mahana
sauvignon blanc (899 baht per
bottle) have arrived. The first two
glasses went down well, and we
expect these will too.

Taking matters into our own
hands this time, we order mains.
We opt for the roast duck with
blackcurrant sauce, partnered by
wafer thin potatoes (320 baht).
My better half orders penne
pasta pesto (140 baht).

Three swigs of wine later,

the mains are on our forks.
Between, scoffs my better half
winks in approval. “Fresh, subtle
and a Parmesan worthy of a
mention,” she pitches in.

The succulent duck dripped
in sweet blackcurrant sauce is
perfectly conceived and exe-
cuted. Tender and exceptionally
well presented, the portion size
was the only concern upon first
arrival.

But, luck was on our side,
as we still had room left for a
desert. Tiramisu was the only
choice after Mr Trocherie’s
earlier claim. We can sub-
stantiate his claim, the Tiramisu
is special and is under priced at
(80 baht) in our book.

As we leave, we think
about where the Wine
Connection brand will be in 20
years. As Mr Trocherie said, the
company which is so well-
known as wine importers, are
shifting their business model
into the Deli & Bistro realm,
with a Bangkok-based operation
opening in January.

Fair pricing, polite staff, an
expansive wine list and a cheese-
lovers fantasyland, Wine
Connection’s new joint ticked all
our boxes on the night. For more
information call 076-366 091.

Wine Connection’s new deli and bistro concept is taking off in Patong. Aided by competitive pricing and
vast wine and cheese selection, the Jungceylon-based outfit is attracting an ecclectic bunch. Photos FM.
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Swing your way to a top

Welcome to the first ar-
ticle in a new series on
improving your golf

game. In the next few articles, I
will explain some different ways
to improve your game so you can
have more fun on the course. Too
often do clients say to me, ‘I love
golf, but golf doesn’t love me.’

The great thing about golf-
ers, for beginners and experi-
enced players, is that working on
their game does not feel like a
chore. All golfers love playing golf
and want to get better, which in
turns makes them happier in and
around the golf course.

Golf is like any other game,
but sometimes we forget to just
play the sport and have fun. Like
good old John Daly used to say:
‘just grip it and rip it’.

We have a tendency to get

too involved with the technical
side of our golf swing. Sure, over
a long period of time it is impor-
tant to have the best equipment
possible so it can hold up under
pressure, but then we tend to try
to buy our way out of trouble by
purchasing the latest and great-
est clubs. These clubs are, of
course, guaranteed by the manu-
factures to work, implying that for
the right price, anyone’s game can
improve overnight.

But equipment is not that
critical to the average golfer.
When I play golf, people some-
times laugh at me – not so much
the way I swing but more for
what’s in my golf bag.

The other day I asked the
caddie for my putter – a
Macgregor Iron Master which is
over 40 years old – and she said,
‘Is this your putter or a chipper?’
Yes, the caddies in Phuket do
have a great sense of humour, es-
pecially when they see that I still
carry a ping 1 iron (the old joke
goes, ‘Even God can’t hit with a
1 iron’).

I was also the last person to
switch from ‘wooden’ woods to
metal woods. At least I have
switched from the balata ball to

the latest all-swing-all-dancing ball,
and yes, my ball can really dance.

So why not learn how to use
the dusty old clubs you already
have? They say that golf is 90%
mental, and the other 10% is part
mental, too!

The mind probably plays a
bigger role than we think. I would
like to see if we can get you play-
ing better golf by starting with
your mind, so here it goes:

I think it’s a good idea to
start by introducing the personal
score chart on the opposing page.
This chart will help you pinpoint
the greatest area of need in your
game, so you know where to be-
gin training.

Eventually, you’ll see your
score getting lower and lower,
giving you more confidence to
play a better golf game.

Martin Platts
martin@thegolfguru.com

Take a look at the following statistics (taken from the 2009
PGA Tour) and scenarios. Try using them to assess your golf
game by briefly noting how you feel about each club being
discussed. Take into account the overall performance that golf
club typically has on the course. This might be a reality check,
as you may notice some similar trends.
Driving: ‘I hit the ball 300 yards off the tee but not on the
fairway. Is that a 10?’ The old expression goes, ‘There are a
lot of long hitters in the woods’, so take into account direction
as well as distance. On the PGA, longest driver Robert Garrigus
averaged 312.3 yards against the tour average of 288 yards.
Top driving accuracy was from Joe Durrant, who scored 74.76%
(10.4 out of 14 fairways); the tour average was 62.71% (8.7
out of 14). Fred Funk (what a great name) was the shortest
hitter on the tour, averaging only 249 yards, but he was also one
of the most accurate drivers.
Irons: ‘I always hit well with my 7 iron. Is that a 10?’ Well,
how many greens do you hit in regulation? Again, look at some
of the PGA statistics: Greens in regulation leader was John
Senden at 70.89% (12.6 greens on 18 holes), yet the tour aver-
age was 64.36% (11.5 greens on 18 holes), which does not
sound that many, but these guys are all earning over one million
dollars!
Pitching: Hitting the green is okay, but how close you hit the
ball to the flag is very important. The closer to the flag the
higher the percentage of a holing putt.
Chipping: Did you chip it in to the hole or close enough for a
tap? If not, just chipping it on the green is a low mark.
Bunkers: Did you just get it out of the bunker or did you put
the ball in the hole? If it’s close enough for a tap, high marks for
that.
Scrambling: No surprise here: Tour leader Tiger Woods gets it
up and down 68.18% of the time. The tour average was 57.44%.
Putting: In the good old days, we allowed two putts per green,
so over 18 holes, 36 putts would be normal. The pros usually
come in around 27 putts on tour; the 120th putter on tour had 29
putts per round, which is only a two-putt difference, but over
four rounds, eight shots makes a big difference. Putting tour
leader was Brad Faxon with 27.91% (9 single putts in 18 holes).
Faxon is not the most well known player of all time, but has
career earnings that top the 17-million dollar mark. The tour
average was 29.19%.
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golf game

SCORE/10

Trouble shots
Putting

I will explain in a later ar-
ticle that it’s not just about the
stats, it’s the routine before each
shot. Through pratice, that rou-
tine is what creates the accumu-
lation of consistency needed to
improve your stats and lower
your score.

Use this chart to give your-
self points out of 10 for each club.

Unfortunately, we have a
tendency to practice what we’re
good at, rather than work on the
parts of the game that we’re not
so proficient in.

Whether you are a top professional golfer, intermediate
player or beginner, the break down of your golf game is
made up of the following percentages:
Woods and irons account for 35% of your score.
Pitching, chipping and bunkers account for 22% of
your score.
Putting accounts for a whopping 43% of your score.
So if you have the opportunity to practice for 100
minutes, you should spend an average of the following
times on each part of your game:

CLUB

Driver

3 wood

5 wood

7 wood

Hybrid 3

Hybrid 4

Hybrid 5

Iron 3

Iron 4

Iron 5

Iron 6

Iron 7

Iron 8

Iron 9

Pitching clubs

Pitching wedge

52 wedge

56 wedge

60 wedge

Chipping (chip & run)

Bunker shots (green side,
long bunkers)

Use this chart to rate your ability with each club, so
you know which parts of your game need improvement.
We will use this chart with future articles to help
improve your game.

Rate Yourself

Tiger Woods is always talk-
ing about eliminating his mistakes,
not just practicing all the shots he
plays well, so look at your scores
and work on the aspect of your
game that has the lowest marks.

In golf, you’re only as good
as your bad shot, so improve that
bad shot and your score will come
down.

If there is a particular part
of your game you would like me
to run through send me an e-mail
and I can discuss that in a future
article.

Woods and Irons: 35 minutes
Pitching: 8 minutes
Chipping: 8 minutes
Bunkers: 7 minutes
Putting: 42 minutes
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Barry CastagnolaAndre Vincent

Bob Mills

‘What we’ve missed is luck’
As part of the England

national football team
over the past 13 years
and currently in the

employ of head coach Fabio
Capello, few people are more
qualified to talk about the Three
Lions of England than former
Liverpool, Tottenham and En-
gland goalkeeper Ray Clemence.

The Gazette’s Daniel Oguns-
hakin caught up with Ray at the
Loy Kratong Lounge of the
Sheraton Grande Laguna Phuket
to talk about his thoughts on
Thailand, his time at Liverpool and
England’s chances in South Africa.

In a career that spanned 23
years, he made more than 1,000
appearances at club level,
represented his country 61 times
and is one of the most decorated
footballers in England’s history.

Clemence began his playing
career at Scunthorpe United
before making the switch to Bill
Shankly’s Liverpool in 1967.

During his spell at Liverpool,

Clemence won five league titles,
three European Cups, two UEFA
Cups, the FA Cup and a League
Cup as an integral part of a
Liverpool team that swept all
before them.

In 1972, Clemence made
his debut for England and would
feature in the side over the course
of the next 12 years.

Despite being an international
for more than a decade, he only
accumulated 61 caps due to the
presence of Peter Shilton, another
equally gifted goalkeeper, and
indecision by the England
management which alternated
between the two.

After winning his third
European Cup at Anfield,
Clemence joined Tottenham
Hotspur. He remained at the club
for the next seven years, racking
up 330 appearances and winning
another FA Cup and a UEFA Cup
before retiring.

In 1996, he was approached
by then England manager Glenn

Hoddle to take on the role of
goalkeeping coach for the
national side.

Clemence would hold that
position under the next three
coaches – Kevin Keegan, Sven
Goran Eriksson and Steve
McClaren – before being repl-
aced by Franco Tancredi when
Fabio Capello took over at
the helm.

Still part of the squad,
Clemence recently enjoyed a
10-day visit to Phuket before the
business of helping plot
England’s World Cup finals cam-
paign gets underway.

Given the way the England
team has performed in recent
months, it was no surprise to find
Ray in high spirits and feeling
relaxed. And like so many who
visit the ‘Land of Smiles’, he is
full of praise for the local people
with their warm smiles and
welcoming personality.

“I just think the people here
are so special,” he said.

“Nothing is too much trouble
and everything is done with a smile,
no matter what you ask them.”

Sporting quite a tan, it’s
clear that Ray and his wife also
enjoy the weather that Phuket
has to offer.

“At this time of year it [the
weather] couldn’t be better,
whereas in England it’s wet, cold
and it’s dark,” he said.

“It’s just a wonderful pla-
ce to have a little break before
Christmas.”

With international football
not being played week in, week
out, it’s easy to imagine that
people in Ray’s position can get
away on a regular basis.
Somewhat surprisingly, however,
that’s not the case.

“I don’t get away as much
as I’d like, but then most people
don’t get away as often as they’d
like,” he said.

“What my job does offer
me is the opportunity to get away
at times when maybe other
people don’t.

“From September through
to November we’ve had a busy
program with qualifying for the

World Cup and the friendly game
[against Brazil] in Doha.

“Between then and the
World Cup draw we’ve had two
to three weeks where things
were calming down, so it was the
ideal opportunity to have 10 days
away with my wife.

“Once the draw has taken
place, things will start getting busy
again. There’ll be so much
preparation work to be done to
make sure we’re in the right
frame of mind and are physically
and mentally prepared.”

The conversation switches to
his playing days and like most
former players, Ray’s eyes twinkle
as we look back at his time at
Liverpool when the club dominated
English and European football.

“It was just a fantastic time
to be at Liverpool Football Club,”
he said.

“We were winning every-
thing there was to win, you had
54,000 people at Anfield every
single week willing you to win the
game and you had a repartee with
the fans.”

With less than 200 days to
go until the World Cup in South
Africa kicks off, excitement is
building across the globe as football

fans begin to debate who might
lift the famous trophy on July 11.

As part of the England
coaching setup, Ray knows better
than most about England’s chances
of victory in 2010, but when asked,
he was determined not to talk up
England’s chances too much.

“What we have to do is to
make sure we keep our feet on
the ground,” he said.

“Our world ranking is seven.
If you look at it that way, we
should be in the quarter finals and
anything past that is a bonus.

“Can we go all the way? If
you get to a semifinal anything can
happen. That’s where you need a
little bit of luck and your best
players playing well on the day.
We’ve not had that in the past.

“I would never say we can
win the World Cup because it’s
the kiss of death.

“We all want it desperately
and it’s been a long time. We have
a confident squad and if everyone
is fit and on good form, then I’ll think
we’ll go a long way. I hope I’m
sitting here next November on my
holiday showing you a medal.”

England fans certainly hope
so too.

-Daniel Ogunshakin

Former Liverpool, Tottenham and England goalkeeperRay Clemence
believes the England football team has what it takes to go far at next
year’s World Cup finals in South Africa.
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Julie Hirunchai

The individuals profiled in the Gazette’s ‘Expat Gallery’ series
have been chosen on the basis of their contributions to Phuket,

and, as foreigners, for having made those contributions in
successful partnerships with Thais. For many, the contributions
have entailed significant investment, often at a time (mid-80s to
mid-90s) when the rules of business were, ahh, not entirely clear.
Some of our subjects are not business people at all, but have
added real value to Phuket as English teachers, journalists, artists,
engineers, fund raisers, etc. But all have one thing in common: if
there were a Who’s Who in Phuket, they’d be in it.

ABOUT EXPAT GALLERY

EXPAT GALLERY

Julie Hirunchai remembers her
first visit to Phuket in 1982. “I

stayed at Kata Beach where
there was only a dirt road along
the beach. This was before any
of the resorts were built. Phuket
was my idea of heaven.”

She stayed longer than
planned on that first visit to the
island as some local youth caused
her to crash her rented motorbike
when they grabbed her purse. It
took months to heal before she
could continue with her holiday
on to Nepal where she hiked to
the base camp at Mt Everest.

The long time spent on
Phuket inspired her to return in
1985 on another holiday. This
time she met her future husband,
Pan Hirunchai, who was work-
ing at Nai Harn Beach.

“I knew then that I had
found my life partner so I returned
home to Banff, Canada, sold my
condo, quit my job and moved to
Phuket.”

Julie was born in Sydney,
Australia, but her family moved
to Canada when she was a child.
After secondary school, she
moved to Banff where she
worked at the stylish Banff
Springs Hotel during the high sea-
son and traveled to Europe and
New Zealand during her free
time.

After moving to Phuket to
be with her new husband, Julie

and Pan opened a restaurant at
Chalong Bay called Pan’s Light-
house. It became the center of
expat life in the southern part of
the island. She had an idyllic life
in the tropics. Her daughter, Pearl
Anne, was born in 1990.

Julie began selling second-
hand books at Pan’s Lighthouse.
Her father in Canada would scour
garage sales and send boxes of
books to his daughter. They sold
quickly to yachties and other
expats who had no other source
of reading material.

What started as a sideline
business evolved into the Good
Earth Secondhand Bookstore
when Julie opened her own shop
in Kata Village.

“Ever since I made the
move to Phuket, I’ve been living
by my wits. When we had to
close Pan’s Lighthouse when our
lease expired, I decided to open
the island’s first secondhand
bookstore. It carried over 6,000
titles divided into many interna-
tional languages.”

‘The Good Earth’ soon be-
came the meeting point for island
expats who came to trade books,
buy regional handicrafts, talk to
Julie and taste the freshly baked
treats and exotic teas that she
served to her many customers.

Her salon became the pre-
ferred place for many of Phuket’s
resident writers and artists to

meet and compare notes on the
evolving demographics and rap-
idly changing lifestyles here.

During the 1990s, Kata Vil-
lage had a number of art galler-
ies and restaurants owned by in-
teresting expats who frequented
Julie’s place for her charming
hospitality. The Good Earth often
doubled as a therapy salon for
foreigners facing crises and seek-
ing bilingual Julie’s wise advice
about the many challenges fac-
ing expatriates in the early days
of the island’s transition to cos-
mopolitanism.

Sadly, in 2004 Julie was
given notice of a big rent hike on
her premises. The art galleries
and restaurants were closing and
the bars were moving in.

“I had to close as I could no
longer afford the rent. I thought
about what I wanted to do and
decided to take an Ashtanga yoga
teacher training course. I had
been working with yoga since the
early 90s and wanted to deepen
my own practice. I chose
Ashtanga as I like its strength
building capabilities, particularly
for the upper body.”

Today, Julie has her own
yoga shala, the Ganesh Studio,
next to her home in Rawai where
she teaches private students as
well as regular classes at the
Karuna Meditation Center at
Naka Thani Village. Her daugh-
ter has moved to Australia for
university and Julie continues to
bring light and laughter to her
many friends on the island.
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PLAY TIME: The new international preschool Bright Star Academy held an open day for
kids and parents to come and see what the new school is all about on November 28. The
school, located at Boat Lagoon, caters to children aged two to seven.

BIRTHDAY BOY: Juan Carlos Torres Rosero (blue shirt), owner and executive chef of Cha3
restaurant in Phuket City, celebrated his birthday with a party at the restaurant with some
close friends last month.

NEW LIFE: More than one hundred people, including staff from the Phuket Marine Biological
Center, the Third Naval Area Command, tourist volunteers and students from Koh Phi Phi
School launched a ‘Coral Reef Rehabilitation’ project last week to mark His Majesty King
Bhumipol Adulyadej’s birthday on December 5.

CONGRATULATIONS: Joshua Lee (center), Managing Director of Lee Marine International
Marine Brokerage in Phuket, accepts the first Pershing S.p.A ‘Best Pershing Dealer in
Asia-Pacific’ award from Pershing’s  head of new market development Alessandro Diomedi.
The award was presented at a ceremony in Singapore. Also pictured is Tilli Antonelli,
founder and president of the Italian-based yacht maker. Lee Marine facilitated the purchase
and arrival of the first Pershing 80’ super yacht, Cavallino, which will be based in Phuket.

ITS ONLY ROCK N ROLL BUT I LIKE IT: Staff strike a pose at the island’s shiny new Hard
Rock Cafe in Patong, which opened last week.

MAKING AN IMPRESSION: Members of the Phuket International Women’s Club (PIWC) visited
students at Phuket Vocational College. They joined a party held to celebrate 14 years of
‘Impression Memory’ last month. Members purchased arts and crafts made by the students,
who also cooked a meal and gave massages. Over the past 14 years the PIWC has donated
almost 4.4 million baht in scholarships to students at the college.



December 5 - 11, 2009 P H U K E T  G A Z E T T E 15F E A T U R E

The vastly growing world
of hybrid vehicles saw a
new contribution at the
New York Auto Show

when luxury manufacturer
Mercedes-Benz unveiled its
ML 450 Hybrid SUV.

Produced in Alabama, the
hybrid repre-sents a serious chal-
lenge to Audi’s equivalent Q7 and
the Lexus RX450h.

Among the top-end
features of the ML 450 is its two-
mode hybrid technology, whose
drive architecture supports purely
electric operation, purely
combustion engine operation, or
a combination of the two.

The technology takes its lead
from work undertaken by the
‘Global Hybrid Co-operation’, a
group that brought together
research and development from
Daimler AG, BMW, General
Motors and Chrysler in an effort
to create an optimal hybrid design.

The two-mode design was
a partial result of the widely
accepted public opinion on
hybrids, which considers them to
be only an interim solution to
pollution and CO2 emissions.
Electric vehicles of one sort or
another are thought to be the way
of the future, but so far their
efficiency and in-use friendliness
leave a lot to be desired.

Before the ML 450 Hybrid
became a production reality,
Mercedes-Benz engineers and
technicians clocked up a total of
four million kilometers, taking in
some of the world’s most
extreme climates to prove the
dual-motor system’s reliability, be
it in the sub-zero Arctic circle, the
searing heat of desert regions or
in the sweltering, humid temp-
eratures of the tropics.

An important aim during
development was to optimally
match the various subsystems
within the powertrain. System
matching enables the various
drive modes to be easily used
when driving.

The two-mode technology
of the hybrid boasts tangible
benefits in that its performance
is similar to a conventional eight-
cylinder SUV with permanent
all-wheel drive, while fuel
consumption and emissions have
been reduced by more than half.

At the same time, the ML
hybrid with a system output of
340bhp (250kW) and a combined
torque figure of 517Nm ensures
a strong driving experience and
an enhanced level of ride
comfort.

At the heart of the two-
mode hybrid drive is a
transmission unit with two
compact electric motors, three
planetary gear sets and four
clutches. This configuration
enables the power to be split into
an electrical and a mechanical
path.

Conventional one-mode
hybrid systems tend not to have
mechanical ratios. As such, this
kind of system transfers the bulk
of the power via the electrical

path with high electrical output
and hence lower efficiency. It
works most efficiently at lower
loads and speeds.

If power also needs to be
transferred at higher loads and
speeds, an accordingly larger
electric motor would be required.
Having to find the power and
space for this engine would only

be possible at the expense of
efficiency. In response to
increasing engine loads and
higher speeds, two-mode
technology variably shifts the
power transfer from the electrical
path to the mechanical drive.

A powerful computer
controls the hybrid system with
up to 50 million computations a

second. The electronic control
unit calculates the most efficient
operating mode 160 times a
second, ensuring the lowest
possible fuel consumption.

The modified 3.5-litre V6
petrol engine has been optimized
to deliver substantially better fuel
consumption and emissions
figures with an output of 279bhp
(205kW) and a maximum torque
figure of 350Nm. Top speed of
the ML 450 Hybrid is a
respectable 210km/h, while the
0-100 sprint time is a shade under
eight seconds.

While at a standstill, the
combustion engine is switched
off. The air conditioning and
power steering functions though
are fully retained thanks to the
electric drive of the air
conditioning compressor and the
steering servo pump.

Although the ML 450 Hybrid
will not yet be universally available,
it is probably worth waiting for.
The M-Class has been a huge
success since its launch in 1997,
especially after its update in 2005,
so there is no reason to suppose
that the US-built SUV will not
continue the series’ command of
this sector of the market.

The ML 450’s two-mode technology also boasts a sleek design, maximum
comfort, and plenty of power to go along with its optimal fuel efficiency.

Meet the multi-talented hybrid SUV

BEHIND
WHEEL
By Jeff Heselwood

T H E
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Anand Singh is an avid
Phuket historian. He
lived on Phuket from the
age of 3 to 21. He speaks
fluent Thai and is
currently completing his
degree in economics
at the University of
Birmingham.
Anand can be contacted
at as.pkt@hotmail.com.

Some exceptionally rare
religious artifacts have
been unearthed in
Phang-Nga’s Takua-Pa

district in the past. The most in-
teresting of these discoveries
were three sculptures found in
the plains of Takua-Pa, near the
main river that runs through the
region.

The three stone sculptures
were identified as Hindu deities,
the largest of them standing 2.35
meters. The other two were
kneeling sculptures found beside
the large standing one. All three
were chiseled from the same type
of stone, which points to them
being of the same group.

Although archaeological
finds dating to such early periods
are rare on Thailand’s west coast,

three sculptures that were exca-
vated in 1966 have attracted much
attention. The artifacts date back
to a time long before the Thai
kingdom was ever forged.

The town of Takua-Pa itself
was once an ancient port
populated as early as the third
century AD.

Many experts speculate
Takua-Pa to be the ancient town
of Takola that Alexandrian
geographer Claudius Ptolemy
wrote about.

At that time South East Asia
was considered a new world for
the more civilized kingdoms in
India. Most of the early towns and
cities in this region were founded
by Indian settlers, many of whom
were led by exiled kings and
princes from the subcontinent,
looking to carve out their own
kingdoms in the relatively
primitive new land.

India’s Brahmanic religion
found a foothold in this region and
flourished far before the
establishment of Buddhism, so it’s
not surprising that sculptures of
Hindu deities have been unearthed
around South East Asia.

According to historical
accounts, the sculptures once
found safe haven atop a hill
known as Phra Narai Hill in
Phang-Nga province. Many
experts believe the sculptures
date back to the eighth century
AD, but some say they may date
back as the sixth century AD.

The largest of the sculptures
resembled the Hindu god
Narayana.

Also known as Vishnu, he
is one of the three most important
gods in Hindu tradition, believed
to be the sustainer of all life on
earth. The hill may have been a
site of worship for Brahman
devotees in ancient times. Locals
interpret them to be images of
Rama, Sita and Laxman,
characters from the popular

Indian folktale ‘Ramayana’.
According to literature, the

god Narayana reincarnated in
human form as King Rama. His
consort the goddess Lakshmi,
reincarnated as Sita, Rama’s
wife.

Laxman on the other hand
took birth as Rama’s brother.
However, archaeologists have
identified the female kneeling
sculpture as ‘Bhudevi’, the Hindu
goddess representing the earth,
who is also a devotee of the god
Narayana.

Local stories may shed
some light on how the sculptures
began their journey from atop
Phra Narai hill down to the plains
where they were discovered
hundreds of years later.

At the beginning of the first
reign during the mid 18th century,
invading Burmese armies
spearheaded into the different
regions of Siam. They came as
far as invading Phuket Island.

Takua-Pa and the sur-
rounding region was in the path
of one of the armies was severely
ravaged. Marauding around the
south, the Burmese came across
the ancient sculptures on Phra

Narai Hill whilst in search of
plunder.

Perhaps realizing that the
idols were in fact ancient artifacts,
they moved them from their
original resting place, intending to
take them back to Burma. For
unknown reasons the Burmese
only transported the sculptures as
far as the plains near the Takua-
Pa River. They rested them
against a tree and left them there.
Neglected and forgotten, the
ancient sculptures stood there
beside the tree, slowly becoming
entwined in the bark and roots of
the tree.

In 1966 a road was built
through Takua-Pa district and
people saw them more often.

Vandals reportedly visited
the site and sawed off the faces
of the kneeling sculptures
depicting Laxman and Bhudevi.

They then threw Bhudevi’s
image into the nearby Bang-Pid
canal. Months later during the dry
season, it reemerged, part of it
sunken in the dry mud of the
canal. Bhudevi’s faceless
sculpture was rescued by locals
and kept in a nearby temple.

Following such cases of

theft and vandalism, in August of
1966 authorities from the national
museum in Nakhon-Si-
Thammarat province set out to
work on rescuing the other two
sculptures from their tangled
state. It was then discovered that
the large standing sculpture of
Narayana also had its head
detached from the body.

Luckily the team found half
the missing head buried in the
earth near the site where the
sculptures were excavated.

Interestingly, this fragment
was made of a different material
to the stone that was used to
sculpt the other images, perhaps
suggesting that the image had
been vandalized before and a
new face had been made for it.

This piece of the missing
face gave historical artists enough
clues to be able to reconstruct a
new face for the standing
sculpture.

As for the stolen head of
Bhudevi, it ended up being sold
to the London-based fine arts
dealer Spink & Son. However, in
May 1973, it was returned to the
Fine Arts Department of
Thailand.

Today three pieces of the
ancient artworks: the large
standing sculpture of Narayana,
the ‘kneeling sculpture of
Laxman’ and the ‘face of
Bhudevi’, have found a home at
the Thalang National Museum in
Phuket.

The rest of the sculpture of
Bhudevi is still kept at
Narainikaram Temple, in Kapong
district, Phang-Nga province.

The mysterious missing faceThe mysterious missing face

According to legend, these sculptures of Hindu deities were stolen by
Burmese invaders and left propped against trees near the Takua Pa
River, where they became entwined in the trees’ roots.
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EVENTS CALENDAR Upcoming events on the island

December 5. His Majesty the King’s Birthday Public
Holiday
HM the King’s 82nd Birthday. Also marked as Fathers’
Day in Thailand.

December 5 - 7. Banana Adventure Weekend
Want to do something different? Banana Adventure
Weekend on Coral Island provides the perfect place for
beach camping. We provide junior (7-12yr) and senior
(13-16yr) camps which involve a structured program of
activities, including snorkeling, kayaking, beach volley-
ball, team building and problem solving tasks. In the eve-
nings we will have treasure hunts, night snorkeling, a BBQ
and board games to keep the troops occupied. For a fun
and safe adventure, join us on Banana Beach. From 10am
to 11pm. For further information contact Martyn.
T: 084-308 0827. E: info@bananaadventurecamps.com.
W: bananaadventurecamps.com.

December 6. Laguna Phuket Triathlon 2009
Southeast Asia’s premier multi-sport event, the Laguna
Phuket Triathlon 2009, will take place on Sunday,
December 6. This internationally renowned event is

known as the ‘Race of Legends’ and has sold out for the
last four years.
 Now in its sixteenth year, the triathlon promises to be
bigger and better in 2009 with an expected field of over
900 athletes taking part. The event comprises a grueling
1.8k swim, 55k cycle and 12k run. From 7.30am to 3pm.
For more information contact Ms Prapa Hammin.
 T: 076-324060. E: prapah@lagunaphuket.com.
W: lagunaphukettriathlon.com.

December 6. Free Computer Clinic – Patong
From 10am to 12pm, at Sandwich Shoppe
Patong. For further information contact Woody
Leonhard.
T: 076-290468. E: woody@KhunWoody.com.
W: KhunWoody.com.

December 9. A 4 Charity Art Exhibition
The Phuket Has Been Good To Us Founda-
tion is showcasing artwork by talented students
from Kamala School’s orphanage. Local and
internationally renowned artists are also do-
nating some of their best pieces for the cause.

Held at Hung Fat’s restaurant in Kalim, a 1,000-baht ticket
gets you two glasses of wine and canapés, plus the chance
to purchase art works. All proceeds go toward changing
the lives of the children. There will also be an auction
and raffle with prizes. From 6pm to 11pm. For further
information contact Tina Hall. T: 076-278146.
 E: info@phukethasbeengoodtous.org.
W: phukethasbeengoodtous.org.

December 10. Constitution Day - Public Holiday

December 12. Kick Off The Holiday Season
Home & Life invite you to an evening of entertainment
and great food. Bring your children and have them meet
Santa Claus. Enjoy our Christmas tree and carols with a
Christmas choir, surprises for the children and more
entertainment with live DJ music.
Admission fee: one small gift for a child (gifts will be
distributed to disadvantaged children in Phuket). All pro-
ceeds will go to the Home & Life Orphanage.
From 6pm to 11.30pm at Town Square, Royal Phuket
Marina. For further information contact Mr Murat Can
Sakarya. T: 081-797 3364.
E: muratc@royalphuketmarina.com.
W: royalphuketmarina.com.

December 13. Free Computer Clinic – Laguna
From 10am to 12pm, at Sandwich Shoppe Laguna.
For further information contact Woody Leonhard.
T: 076-290468. E: woody@KhunWoody.com.
W: KhunWoody.com.

December 17 - 18.  Asia Superyacht Rendezvous
The Asia Superyacht Rendezvous, sponsored by Feadship,
The Chedi resort and Asia Pacific Superyachts.com, will
be a true rendezvous of these magnificent vessels. From
17.30pm onwards on December 17 and from 10am until
late on December 18. Located at the Chedi Resort in
Surin. For more information contact Charlie Dwyer.
T: 081-797 4100. E: charlie@asia-pacific-superyacts.com
W: .asia-superyacht-rendezvous.com

Phuket Kart Speedway will hold its third annual Phuket Kart Races on December 19.
Come see some of the best drivers from all over Thailand battle for a spot on the podium.
Racing starts at midday and will continue throughout the day. The track is located on the
left side of the road heading from Kathu to Patong. Refreshments will be available.
From 11am to 11.30pm. For further information contact Nuy Kolan. T: 076-202085.
E: phuketkart@hotmail.com. W: phuketkart.net.

Third Annual Phuket Kart Races – December 19
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Can you find the ten

differences between the

two cartoons below? And

can you find them faster

than the rest of the family?

Spot the DifferenceSpot the Difference
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Solution to this week’s crossword

Solution to this week’s
Spot the Difference

Hidato: How to play and this
week’s puzzle solution.

Answers below

Get your brain in gear with theGet your brain in gear with theGet your brain in gear with theGet your brain in gear with theGet your brain in gear with the

1. Monaco; 2. Once
Thought to be Aphro-
disiacs; 3. Treacle -
Molasses; 4. Falkland
Islands; 5. Sergeant
Joe Friday; 6. Liberia;
7. Albion; 8. Its Belly;
9. Wearing underwear;
10. He was a Batc-
helor; 11. A moose; 12.
Contains a Telephone;
13. A Marionette; 14.
Press Suits; 15. Clocks
– one right and one
wrong  to confuse
devil; 16. Dubbed over
their singing voices;
17. Ferruchio Lambo-
rghini; 18. News Sto-
ries; 19.  A Hot Sau-
sage; 20. Eat it. It’s
a potato.

Monster

Quiz

Answers

Puzzle

Solutions
WHATZIT? solutions

1. Bottomless pit. 2. Wheel of fortune.
3. Cafe au lait.

© 2009 WHATZIT? is a trademark of Paul Sellers.
Distributed by Universal Press Syndicate.

1. Which Mediterranean
country’s orchestra is
bigger than its army?

2. What links stags’ tails,
pickled worms, gall-
stones and tomatoes?

3. Baked beans were
originally served in what
sauce?

4. Where can you buy a
copy of Penguin News?

5. Who was the hero of
the old TV cop series
Dragnet?

6. Which African coun-
try was colonized by the
United States?

7. What was Britain
known as before it be-
came Britain?

8. Which part of a frog do
you rub if you wish to
hypnotise it?

9. Multi-millionaire Russell
Sage famously saved mo-
ney by not doing what
everyday thing?

10. How has USA presi-
dent James Buchanan dif-
fered from all the rest?

11. What’s involved in 20
percent of car accidents in
Sweden?

12. What’s unusual about
evangelist Amy Semple
Mcpherson’s coffin?

13. Who would use a
swozzle?

14. What does a tailor do
with his plonker?

15. Churches in Malta
have two what?

16. Marnie Nixon did
what for Deborah Kerr,
Natilie Wood and Aud-
rey Hepburn?

17. Which Italian trac-
tor maker started build-
ing cars in the 1960s?

18. What first appeared
on page one of The
Times on May 3, 1966?

19. Enrico Caruso alleg-
edly put what in opera
singer Nellie Melba’s
hand when she was
singing ‘Your tiny hand
frozen’?

20. What would you do
with an Edzell Blue?
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Old people behaving badly

Colin Cotterrill is a writer,
cartoonist and child pro-
tection activist. His first
few novels achieved

painfully small sales, but he hit the
jackpot with his ongoing Dr Seri
series, five mystery thrillers about
the National Coroner of Laos who
mixes a lifetime in the jungle as a
communist guerrilla with spirit
possession by an ancient shaman
and huge dollops of humor.

Full disclosure here: I’ve
known Colin for 20 years and he
drew the cartoons for all 38 of
my stories in the book Thai
Jinks: Madcap Misadventures
on Land and Sea in Thailand.

Now he has turned his
hand to a collection of 16 short
stories entitled Ageing

Disgracefully (iUniverse, New
York, 175pp, 2009). The subtitle,
Short Stories about Atrocious
Old People, reveals the theme.
There are also a half dozen other
tales told by cartoons in Colin’s
inimitably grotesque style.

The stories pretty much
follow the curve of Colin’s life,
starting in England, moving on to
Australia, Thailand, Laos and the
United States.

Each story is fronted by a
hand-written introduction and
more cartoons. It’s a very
handsome production.

In the first story, Colin
basically takes the facts of his
mother’s life and recasts her as
a hilariously improbable bank
robber and hostage taker.

In Australia, an old woman
who has married five husbands
and murdered them all gets set
to confront a burglar, while an
elderly wife cleverly winds up
her ex-husband by convincing him
that she has taken up a new
career in a brothel.

The theme of The One-
Legged Marathon Runner of
126 Wildebeest Crescent is
literary rivalry. Andrew
McCreadie Jones spent a few

years in Burundi and made a
modest living afterward by writing
‘cozy thrillers’ (non-violent) about
the place.

He is caught by a clerk in a
book store re-stacking a book
shelf with his own works
(something I’ve done myself).
The clerk remarks:

“Burundi? I mean, honestly,
who gives a toss about Burundi?”

“Who gives a . . .” Well, I
tell you, panda eyes, I give a toss.
In fact I give a momentous toss.
My toss is barely containable.”

We move then to Laos and
a reunion with the delightful Dr
Seri. This time it’s a closed room
mystery with a missing corpse.
Again the murderer is ancient.

In Phuket, an old and
cynical journalist, Nimit
Gertpakdee, is confronted with
the mystery of a mass murderer
of tourists on the beach. He is also
very angry.

“Every story he filed made
him angrier than the one before.
Every word they changed, those
slimy editors, every fact they
altered, every downright lie they
inserted just made him spit blood.
It wasn’t a wonder he didn’t have
any energy. A man who spat

blood for over forty years
probably didn’t have a lot
left.”

But he has enough
energy and cunning to
come up with a most
improbable killer.

My favorite story is
a multi-leveled one that
takes place one night at
a 7-Eleven in Chicago.
The night clerk muses:

“Abrupt, rude and
high ruled the darkness.
Spaced-out junkies. Aliens
who landed in the A/C
fluorescent universe and
were fascinated by
everything, but didn’t have
any earth money to make
a purchase.

“Gang members
on their way home from
a hectic night of drive-by
slayings. Street teenagers
seeing how many profanities
they could squeeze into a
sentence.

“Bag ladies asking what
they would get in exchange for
a perfectly good right shoe.
The clerk knew how to respond
to rude and weird. He was one
of them.”

By the end of the story,
Colin has wrapped up many
weird characters and narrative

threads very skillfully and very
movingly.

My only problem is the
introduction in which he writes
how he was once stuck outside a
7-Eleven and got the idea for the
story.

This is like a magician telling
you how he came to invent a trick
and then doing the trick.

Still, the calligraphy is
beautiful, as are the cartoons.
I tore through the book in a
single sitting.

SAGITTARIUS (November
23-December 21): This weekend
is an ideal time for Sagittarians
to start buying Christmas gifts. As
the holiday month commences,
you have bargaining power on
your side, but don’t push your luck
too far. Finances are subject to
favorable astral conditions until
early next year, but spending too
generously on a new romantic
partner should be avoided. Those
with a birthday during the coming
week are forecast to find true
love in the year ahead.

CAPRICORN (December 22-
January 20): Relationships are
not well-starred this week – there
are signs that minor
disagreements could lead to a
troublesome period. Those born
under the sign of Capricorn who
want to avoid being caught in the
firing line should maintain a low
profile until the middle of
December. A slow start to the
month gives you the chance to
catch up on personal adminis-
tration and the stars predict that
you could discover that money is
owed to you.

AQUARIUS (January 21-
February 19): Love looks
promising this week. Aquarians
who are single should have the
chance to make contact this
weekend with someone they’ve
been admiring from afar. If
you’re already committed, there
are indications that a partner
wants to make a radical change
in some way. This might take
some getting used to. A business
idea that you thought was pie in
the sky starts to appear more
practical when Leo offers some
insight.

PISCES (February 20-March
20): A red herring could cause
Pisceans to lose valuable time
at work this week. Someone
born under a fire sign may be
deliberately misleading you;
asking for others’ feedback will
help you to avoid being taken for
a ride. The stars suggest that
January will be a better month
to make business agreements.
On a personal level, what goes
around comes around when
someone wants to repay your
recent good deed.

ARIES (March 21-April 20):
Arians looking for the real deal
in business will be motivated by
a meeting with another fire sign
late next week. After a shaky
start during the first few days
of December, your confidence
at work receives an astral boost
and this should lead to success
later in the month. In the realm
of romance, you begin to see
that still waters run deep when
a new flame reveals a surprising
side to their character.

TAURUS (April 21-May 21): A
last-minute visit from friends is
a ray of sunshine in your life this
week. Taureans who have been
feeling homesick lately will
begin to see they are in the right
place at the right time. Your
luckiest day for finances is
Tuesday. Romance comes out
of the blue this weekend when
another earth sign makes the
right moves. Wear the color
chili red to promote enthusiasm.

GEMINI (May 22-June 21):
This week, many Geminis
discover their assets are worth
more than previously thought.

During the first half of
December, an astral shower of
good luck is forecast to bring
financial improvement. An
overflow of family visitors could
cause you to crave peace and
quiet; this is the perfect time to
develop interest in a new
solitary hobby. Wear the color
mint green to encourage a calm
outlook.

CANCER (June 22-July 23):
Although a business deal may
fall through early next week, all
is not lost for Cancerians. Your
attention is set to be diverted by
a new scheme, proposed by a
reliable earth sign acquaintance.
Where your social life is
concerned, you should avoid
being a stick in the mud. The
stars suggest there is more fun
to be had than you imagine so
free yourself from those
shackles. The number eight can
bring good fortune this
weekend.

LEO  (July 24-August 22):
Remaining cool as a cucumber
could prove to be a challenge
for those born under the sign of
Leo this week. Sudden develo-
pments in the world of work will
require your attention for much
of the time. Family may also
demand more energy than usual;
the stars forecast that someone
close to you becomes involved
in a complicated situation. Wear
the color silver to encourage a
lighter outlook on life.

VIRGO (August 23-September
23): The heat is on for those
Virgoans searching for better
employment. Your unwillingness
to venture into new territory

could stand in the way of an
attractive job opportunity. A
Libran friend is ready to offer
experienced advice and
Tuesday is the best day to
schedule interviews for.
Romance with Pisces is well-
starred, but trying to impress
Aquarius will prove to be a
waste of time. Wear sapphire
blue to encourage confidence.

LIBRA (September 24-
October 23): Playing it safe is
the recommended course of
action for Librans this week.
Your luck remains moderate in
most areas of life until the middle
of the month when more
chances can be taken. This
weekend, you learn that an earth
sign friend has been less than
truthful and this could cause

some serious ripples in your
relationship. Wednesday is the
best day for an honest
conversation  which should
clear the air. Wear the color
plum to encourage better
understanding.

SCORPIO  (October 24-
November 22): Those born
under the sign of Scorpio who
are trying to make plans for the
holiday season receive a
surprise invitation from an old
friend. Although you may have
to disappoint others, the stars
predict that meeting up with this
person again will be worth the
effort. Someone you thought
was romantically interested in
you has a change of heart, but
Capricorn is forecast to become
more than a friend.

Off the
SHELF
By James Eckardt
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Charge ineffective
I don’t think charging one

baht for a plastic bag would de-
ter anybody after an expensive
shopping trip to TOPS or Lotus.

It is actually difficult not to
use them when shopping for a
week’s worth of groceries.

However, getting smaller
convenience stores to participate
would definitely make a difference.

Most people only purchase
small items or quantities from those
stores and it’s all packed in a plas-
tic bag, often to be immediately
discarded right at the entrance.
Just look at how messy the area is
around most convenience stores.

I always have a hard time
explaining to cashiers why I don’t
need an extra plastic spoon when
I am just buying a yogurt.

These shops are respon-
sible for a lot of trash on the
streets of Phuket, mostly from
kids and teenagers who buy
snacks for immediate consump-
tion, only to litter the streets with
them once they’re finished.

Phuket’s streets and road-
sides tell the tale.

           Michael Bosch
          Phuket

Start at the top
Taking on the plastic waste

problem has to start at the top.
Everyone seems to make

frequent stops at convenience
stores, all of which love to give
away plastic.

If the employees were
trained to ask, “Do you need
a bag?” and use more discretion
with the number of bags, straws
and utensils they give out,
it would set an example
to everybody.

Taking it a step further,
stores could charge two baht for
plastic bags and promote the use

of canvas bags.
I would also love to see

yellow, blue and green recycling
bins positioned outside the stores
that allow only the proper material
to be deposited in each one.

Although I am glad the large
department stores are par-
ticipating in a pay-for-plastic
campaign, it’s the convenience
stores that are on every corner
and distributing the most plastic.

          David Hamilton
  Karon Beach

The poor will suffer
The plastic bag fee seems

like a good idea on the surface,
but all it does is hurt the poor.

Most Thais with little money
ride motor bikes and buy food from
vendors in small plastic bags.

The people with money who
drive cars can afford to buy the
plastic bags.

Having a car to carry their
own container is easy for them,
but the poor on a motor bike have
fewer options.

What I would like is to see
is all large department stores
stopping their staff putting
everything into plastic bags unless
it is absolutely necessary.

Get all the supermarkets to
stop bagging unless the person has
a lot of small items that really need
a bag. This would cut way down
on the plastic problem without
charging the extra fee.

 Mike Jackson
          Chalong

Clear the beach
With regard to the posting

‘Jet-skis now insured’ [Gazette
online, November 26], it seems
to be a case of so far so good.

The next step should be for
Patong beach  to have  the water-
front cleared of all the beach

chairs so there can be space for
emergency vehicles and people to
walk. I think we would all share
a common benefit in clearing up
some of the beach.

    Niku Harris
           Patong

A positive step
This insurance for jet-skis is

good news [‘Phuket jet-skis now
insured’, Gazette online, Novem-
ber 26].

As you may remember, we
were involved in one of the scam
cases and our story was published
in a previous issue of the Gazette
[Phuket Gazette, August 15].

Thanks to the combined ef-
forts of your newspaper, the gov-
ernor, the insurance companies,
the jet-ski owners and common
sense, the standard for this part of
the tourist industry has been raised.

It is an important step in suc-
cessfully marketing Thailand as a
safe and upstanding country.

    Marnix van Hesteren
       Amsterdam, Netherlands

Out of control
When will the police in this

country start jailing the countless
drunken drivers that show such a
careless disregard for life?
[‘Reckless driver kills monk, merit
maker’, Gazette online, Novem-
ber 24]

On top of that, when will
they make driving tests mandatory
and stop allowing seven-year-old
kids to drive their whole family
around on a motorbike or tuk-tuk?

The enforcement of the driv-
ing laws in Thailand needs to catch
up with the rest of the world.

That elderly monk and young
man did not deserve to die because
of one driver’s reckless behavior.

    Liz Johnson
  Trang

Five years on, where
does Phuket stand?

With the fifth anniversary of the tsunami approaching, now is a
good time to reflect on how well prepared Phuket is, should a similar
disaster befall us in the future.

Sadly, we are still a long way from where we should be, even
though public awareness of the threat of tsunamis is understandably
much higher than it was before.

Apart from the change from wood to plastic loungers in some
locations, most Phuket beaches appear to have changed little in terms
of limiting possible damage and loss of life.

Some of the most devastated areas, most notably Patong, are more
dangerously overdeveloped than ever – chock full of obstacles that would
prevent a rapid evacuation, should one be necessary. In many cases,
especially along the beach road north of Soi Bangla, there are even
fewer possible escape routes due to all the commercial development.

Even worse is the fact that for months Thailand has lacked an
operating tsunami direct detection unit, the vital first link in conduct-
ing a successful evacuation. The first buoy, donated by the US and
deployed northwest of Phuket in 2006, ceased transmitting a few
months ago. The reason? Red tape and bureaucratic reshuffling by
the National Disaster Warning Center (NDWC) rendered the agency
incapable of the simple act of changing the buoy’s battery, as agreed
with the US.

The NDWC is now in a race against time to rectify the situa-
tion in a mission that begins next week. If successful, this might spare
Thailand the embarrassment of having this unforgivable failure come
under international scrutiny on the tsunami anniversary.

On a more positive note, the British Government recently put in
place a new Internet-based tracking system called ‘LOCATE’ that
is intended to provide real-time data about UK nationals in Thailand.

There are as many as 80,000 British subjects in Thailand at any
given time in the high season, with some 5,000 residing in Phuket full-
time, according to some estimates.

Inevitably, some get into trouble. Imagine how much easier the
work of the British Embassy would have been after the tsunami if all
UK nationals had been registered on such a database.

It doesn’t take a tsunami to justify implementing such a system,
however. LOCATE should be a tremendous aid to consular officials,
expat residents and their families back home in times of crisis. We en-
courage all UK nationals to register with the site and hope other coun-
tries, especially Thailand, learn to make better use of the amazing tech-
nologies available for disaster prevention and mitigation purposes.

Stephen Michael Fein
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Submit your queries or
suggestions to us and we’ll
ask the appropriate people

to respond to them.
Write to:

The Phuket Gazette
367/2 Yaowarat Rd, Muang

Phuket 83000. Fax 076-
213971, or submit your issue
at www.phuketgazette.net

Issues&
ANSWERS

Biggest loser: life in the fat lane
Garry Holden is a 41-year-old British expat who
weighs 125kg (275lbs) and was therefore heavy
enough to qualify as a contestant on the premier
season of The Biggest Loser Asia, the world’s
number one weight-loss reality TV show. Mr

Holden currently works as a DJ in Phuket and his work takes him all
around the island and its nearby provinces. Although he loves making
his living in a party environment, he says it does have its downsides as
it allows him to live a life of excess. Here, as he prepares for the show,
he shares the story of his struggle with ‘life in the fat lane’.

PERSON
FIRST

I have been a big lad for as
long as I can remember. I’m
generally known as a ‘jolly
chap’ or as many larger

people are often described, ‘bub-
bly’. I’m the guy who makes the
‘fat’ jokes before anyone else can.

I even created a job where
being fat didn’t matter and be-
came the family entertainer
known as ‘Mr Jelly Belly’. Hey,
it worked for me; it didn’t matter
that I had to dress up as a clown!

As a teenager, I remember
a comment my birth father once
made on my return home from
getting a hair cut: “Don’t worry
about your hair son, it’s the rest
of you that needs sorting out.”
That comment has always stuck
with me and although I’m no psy-
chiatrist, I often wonder if sub-
consciously that’s why I’ve
shaved my head for so long.

A couple of years ago I quit
smoking, something I never thou-
ght I could do on my own. Yet
despite my success overcoming
that, I have never been able to
conquer my weight issues.

Like many people, I have
tried pretty much every diet and
have fallen at every hurdle, not
only putting the weight back on,
but adding extra pounds on top.
Over the years this has amassed
to what is not a pretty sight. I’m
all too easily frustrated and im-

patient with dieting, so it’s never
a difficult decision to just give up.
Besides it’s much more enjoy-
able putting it on, right?

Or so I thought. Food has al-
ways been a great source of com-
fort to me; the one thing I can al-
ways rely on. Food never lets me
down or disappoints me. It is only
now I realize food has been keep-
ing me a prisoner in my own body.

It’s not so much what I am
eating, rather the amount. I often
consume enough for two or even
three people in a day.

While I don’t always eat
fast food, if I do go to McDo-
nald’s or Burger King, I end up
ordering one meal for myself and
another for my ‘imaginary
friend’, just so the staff don’t
know it’s all for me.

Then I hide in my truck and
eat it all in secret, with a diet coke
of course! Yes, I am secretly
ashamed and yet somehow it con-
tinues to control me.

Living in Phuket as an over-
weight man has never been easy.
Most people feel the heat, but
when you’re carrying an extra
100lbs, it’s no laughing matter.

 If I don’t have to move
very far or very fast, then I
won’t. I can always chafe my
way around Central – at least it’s
in the air con – but walking long
distances outside? Forget it!

Phuket has so many beau-
tiful beaches and yet I‘ve never
been able to take advantage of
them; I’ve always been too em-
barrassed to take my shirt off.
Being surrounded by ‘normal’
size people in swimming shorts
totally depresses me.

I used to think I could hide
behind a T-shirt, but in reality I
just look like the fat guy too em-
barrassed to get undressed.

Carrying the weight is more
than a heavy burden. Aside from
the obvious difficulty of finding
clothes that fit and running the
gauntlets of Patong’s markets
with the cries, “yes sir, we have
elephant size”, premiums for my
health insurance have sky-rock-
eted. It costs a lot to be this size,
and there is certainly no dignity
in being overweight.

It’s time to cut the fat. I’m
41 years old and weigh almost
280lbs (125kg). If I don’t do
something about this now, I’ll be
lucky if I reach 50.

The thought of my coffin
being too heavy to lift is just too
much to bear. This isn’t fair to
me and it certainly isn’t fair to
my wife – she never signed up
for this. The opportunity to ap-
pear on The Biggest Loser
Asia couldn’t have come at a
more critical time.

I am an avid fan of The

Biggest Loser and have even had
the audacity to criticize the
‘fatty’ contestants while munc-
hing away on junk food from the
comfort of my sofa. I never con-
sidered myself to be in ‘their
league’ and yet here I am.

The morning after I sent an
online audition tape, I received a
call from the show’s casting di-
rectors asking me to fly to Kuala
Lumpur to meet them. Taking the

first step towards changing my
life, I said ‘yes’.

I would like to share this
journey with you and invite you
to follow me on The Biggest
Loser Asia, Tuesday nights at
8pm exclusively on the Hallmark
channel.

You can also watch my
online audition on Youtube.
Search for: Garry Holden The
Biggest Loser Asia.

Can anyone help me with a squatter problem on government land
next to the Sky Inn Condo Hotel just off Rat-U-Thit Road in Patong?

Recently, about a hundred people moved into make-shift tin
shacks opposite my building. They stay up all night making noise and
disturbing the peace.

They have erected their shacks on what I understand to be
government land and the population of the tin shack village seems to
be getting larger by the day.

Is there anything that can be done to move these people on?
          Michael Johnson

  Patong

What can I do about my
sleepless squatter problem?

A Kathu Police Officer replies:
You can make a formal complaint at Kathu Police Office.
If there is a problem with noise pollution, you can call us and

we will investigate the problem immediately.
You should also take photographs of the people in question as

further evidence to substantiate your claim.
For more information contact Kathu Police Station, 68

Sainamyen Road, Patong, Kathu, Phuket 83150. T: 076-342719-20.
F: 076-342769. E: pk.kathu@gmail.com .

Can I import seeds from
overseas to use in Phuket?

I’m having a lot of difficulty finding the seeds I’d like to plant in
my garden.

I am an avid gardener and have found gardening to be a popular
hobby here in Phuket, so I am constantly looking for new seeds to use
in my garden.

While I have searched all over for them locally, there are many
seeds available from vendors overseas.

I’m wondering if there would be any problems with Customs if
I have seeds sent here by mail.

   Danny Pickett
     Kathu

Phuket Customs officer Mr Pinit replies:
You have to first check with Department of Agriculture to see if

the seed is permitted to be imported into Thailand. You must know the
scientific name of the seeds and what country are they from.

If your seeds are permitted, you have to apply for a certificate
from The Department of Agriculture before importing them.

For more information contact The Customs Department, Phuket,
454 Phuket Road, Taladyai, Muang, Phuket 83000. T: 076-211105.

Mr Holden’s ‘Armani goal outfit’: the jeans he is determined to comfortably
fit into by the end of The Biggest Loser Asia competition.
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TALKS
MONEY

By Richard Watson
Richard G Watson runs

Global Portfolios Co Ltd, a
Phuket-based personal

financial-planning service, and
has over 25 years experience

in this field. Office: 076-381
997. Mobile: 081-0814-611.

Email: imm@loxinfo.co.th
www.globalportfolios.com.

Australian Mr Andrew
Lachlan Dickson was
appointed as Resident
Manager at JW Marriott
Phuket Resort & Spa on
October 26, bringing with
him 10 years spa managent
experience. Before moving
to Phuket, Mr Dickson was
Director of Operations at
Wallea Beach Marriot
Resort and Spa, supervising
indoor and outdoor facilities
covering 117,000-sq feet.

On The Move Introducing the island’s movers and shakers

Australian Mr Damian
Clowes this month became
Vice President – Corporate
Services at the Outrigger
Asia division’s regional
office in Phuket, to design,
implement and monitor the
administrative, legal and tax
functions for Outrigger’s
portfolio in Asia. Mr
Clowes’ experience in-
cludes positions held at
Dean, Pricewaterhouse
Coopers and Rouse & Co.

Mr Klaus Christandl
joined the Sheraton Grande
Laguna, a Luxury Col-
lection Resort in Phuket, as
the hotel’s new General
Manager on November 16.
Previously in Egypt as
general manager of the
Sheraton Miramar Resort, he
reports to Wayne Bucking-
ham,  Regional Vice Presi-
dent of Thailand, Vietnam
and Cambodia for Starwood
Hotels & Resorts.

The best investments in a crisis

There were hor-
rendous losses for
investors in the UK

property market in late 2007
as the financial crises
tightened its grip.

Until then, investing in
funds that covered a wide
range of property had been
one of the more popular
methods of investment.

Those who invested in
shopping centers, office
blocks and warehouses – to
name but three – suffered
the most. Losses in this
sector started at around 35
percent and went all the
way up to and beyond 90
percent.

However, other funds
targeting more specialized
areas such as ground rents
and student accommoda-
tion fared a lot better.

Seeing how these
different areas fared in this
financial crisis has enabled
investors to ascertain the
best and worst investments
in UK property funds.

With the onset of a
credit crisis, many made the
huge mistake of using
‘leverage’ (borrowing to
increase returns) and were

forced to suspend re-
demptions to investors, as
they simply did not have the
liquidity available.

Most of the property
funds in this area will be
closed for a few years and
some will eventually sell all
their assets and return what
cash remains to investors.

In contrast, the sector
that outperformed all others
was student accommoda-
tion funds.

In this area, ground
rent and student accom-
modation funds manage-
ment company Brandeaux
stood out from its peers.

Brandeaux has been
featured frequently in this
column because its student
accommodation and ground
rent funds have performed
so well.

But by mid December
2008, even Brandeaux was
forced to suspend dealing
in its funds, which was
caused by a significant
‘cash call’ on its funds.

Investors were
looking for cash, and with
all other property funds
closed, Brandeaux became

the only port in a storm.
Here’s a brief outline

for those who don’t know
about this sector:

Student accommoda-
tion funds target university
students. There are now
more than 100 universities
in the UK with a full time
student population in excess
of 2 million that is growing
at a rate of three to five
percent per annum.

While a number of
students make their own
arrangements for accom-
modation, many are still left
looking for quality digs and
some universities insist on
students staying in
u n i v e r s i t y - a p p r o v e d
accommodation for at least
the first year.

People often think of
university students as being
in their late teens to mid 20s
but in reality, as one
property executive stated,
‘there seems to be an
inexhaustible supply of
people in their thirties who
are currently lawyers
wanting to be accountants
and vice versa’.

Most student accom-

modation properties are
substantial buildings that
house 400 to 600 students,
usually with private en-
suite rooms combined with
common areas for study,
cooking, and socializing.
Laundry facilities, parking
and 24-hour swipe card
access for security are also
usually included.

The vast majority of
purpose-built student ac-
commodations are closely
tied to universities, but UK
universities aren’t wealthy
so they are dependent on
private companies to
finance accommodation.

Some of the accom-
modation blocks, even the
larger ones, contain
individual living areas. Self-
contained apartments with
three to five bedrooms are
common for students who
complete their education
with friends.

Brandeaux’s student
accommodation fund is now
open for investment and
withdrawals. Brandeaux
state that with-
drawals may
take up to six
months but I
have found that
two weeks is
more accurate.
They also say
that occupancy
rates in their
properties are
at 100 percent.

R e n t ,
when measured
on a like-for-
like basis, rose
6.8 percent in
2008 / 2009 and
is set to rise 8.6
percent for

2009 / 2010, well in excess
of the rate of inflation.

Returns for investors
are outstanding: one year to
October 31 brings a net
return of 9.72 percent,
while three years to
October 31 brings a return
of 34.66 percent, a
compounded annual return
of 10.43 percent.

This is certainly one
sector that did not suffer
from the credit crisis.

A newcomer to the
student accommodation
market is a company called
Coral Portfolio. Two of its
directors are ex board
members of Brandeaux.
Coral Portfolio manage a
Luxembourg registered
fund, which means it is
European Union regulated.

The Coral approach is
different to Brandeaux’s.
Coral invests in a variety of
student accommodation
portfolios, making it a ‘fund
of funds’.

Coral points out that
demand for beds far

outstrips supply. Only 10
percent is being met by the
private sector with uni-
versity-specific accom-
modation.

The Coral portfolio
started in March 2009 with
a ‘pound sterling class’,
which has already
increased by seven
percent. The euro and US
dollar share class were
launched in June. Both
have risen by five percent.

The custodian bank
and administrator is
Deutsche Bank, the
auditors are Ernst & Young
and the investment advisor
is Strutt and Parker Real
Estate Financial Services.

Neither Brandeaux
nor Coral deal directly with
the public, but can be
accessed via a number of
platforms.

In summary, the
problems caused by the
global recession/credit
crunch left student
accommodation as the best
performing sector.

Properties in south-east London. Photo: AFP / Carl de Souza
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Midnight Sun fishing team from Finland produced a dramatic late charge on day three of the
2009 Phuket International Sport Fishing Tournament to snatch a dramatic victory over the
Naughty Boys by just 14 points. By the end of the three-day competition it was just a two-

horse race as both Midnight Sun and the Naughty boys finished well clear of the chasing pack, with
third-placed team Bode.de trailing the runners up by a whopping 92 points.

Tournament organizer Uwe Schittek was delighted to see such an exciting end to the event.
“The tournament was great and it was really exciting on the final day and Midnight Sun raced to the

top of the leader board,” he said. “I am already looking forward to next year’s tournament.”

NICE TOUCH: The Danish Vikings team presented their winnings to the Phuket Sunshine Village at the
closing ceremony of the 2009 Phuket Sport Fishing Tournament. Photo by Tony Pope, Island Life Photos

Vikings bag Andaman 7s title
Singapore-based Danish

side Viking Raffles re-
corded a comfortable 2-0
victory over pre-tourna-

ment favorites Stiff Chilli Wander-
ers in the Open Cup final of the
fourth Andaman Soccer 7s tourna-
ment on November 21

Danish professional foot-
baller Dennis Olsen was the
undoubted star of the final as his
efforts helped his side to title.

Elsewhere there were wins
for Sunbelt FC, 100 Pacers,
Olympic Gauluoise, Friday Dragons
and Abu Dhabi Thistle in the
Masters Cup, the Open Bowl, the
Open Plate, the Masters Bowl and
the Masters Plate respectively.

The first of two weekends
of seven-a-side football took
place at the FIFA Tsunami Pitch
in Ao Makham last weekend.

A total of 27 teams lined up
for the annual event, including
some traveling from as far afield
as Australia, Japan and India.

After two days of football
and in many cases some heavy
socializing, Sunbelt FC and the
Hanoi Drink Team were the only
remaining sides in the Masters

Cup, while Viking Raffles and the
Stiff Chilli Wanderers, both from
Singapore, faced each other in
the final of the Open Cup.

In the first match, Sunbelt
FC from Thailand defeated
Vietnam’s Hanoi Drink Team
 2-0 to claim the Masters Cup.

In the second match, the
Stiff Chilli Wanderers went into
the Open final as heavy
favorites, thanks largely due to
the strength of the squad that
traveled to Phuket.

The Stiff Chilli Wanderers
have an entire 11-a-side league at
their disposal and select the very
best players for these tournaments.

However, the Viking
Raffles had an ace up their sleeve
in the form of Dennis Olsen, a
professional footballer who plies
his trade in Denmark’s first
division, but is currently on holiday
visiting a friend in Singapore.

Olsen, blessed with both
speed and skill, consistently tore
the Stiff Chilli Wanderers’
defense apart as the Raffles
cruised to a two-goal victory, the
second coming courtesy of an
uncharacteristic goalkeeping

error by former professional
footballer Scott Starr.

For Olsen, the trip to Phuket
was a welcome break from the
rigors of professional football.

“It’s my first time in Phuket,
but it has been great fun,” he said.

“I think I must have slept for

a grand total of 10 hours in the
four nights I have spent here, but
I still managed to play OK.”

For organizer Tim Hodgson,
the tournament couldn’t have
gone better.

“The weather has been
perfect, the standard of football has

been high and both the finals were
very evenly contested,” he said.

“It was nice for the Viking
Raffles to win because they have
never won the cup before, whereas
the Stiff Chilli Wanderers are
regular winners.”

-James Goyder

The Stiff Chilli Wanderers (white) were heavy favorites to lift the title, but the Viking Raffles (red), led by
Danish professional footballer Dennis Olsen, proved to be too strong.
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Sea Dragons unveil
new coach for 2010

Former Thailand international player Narong Arjarayutt has
been appointed as the new manager of Phuket FC. The move
comes as part of sweeping changes being made by club

officials as they look to avoid a repeat of the disappointing 2009
campaign.

Narong, a tough-tackling center half and capped 12 times by
the War Elephants in his days as a player, is hoping that a more
professional approach will show dividends once the season begins.

“I think Phuket FC has the potential to be a Division One and
maybe even a Premier Division team, but it will not happen over-
night. People will have to be patient,” he said.

In other news, Phuket FC have announced a partnership with
Thai Premier League champions Muang Thong United.

Coaches of the 2009 champions have been helping with pre-
season preparations and it’s believed that some reserve and youth
players from United could line up for the Sea Dragons next season.

Phuket FC officials have pledged to give the existing squad
every opportunity to prove itself before bringing in players from
the Nonthaburi side or overseas.

-James Goyder

King’s Cup Regatta
returns to its roots
Action at the 23rd

King’s Cup Regatta
got underway last
weekend with two

days of competitive dinghy rac-
ing off Kata Beach.

Now in it’s 22nd year, the
event is Asia’s biggest and most
popular regatta.

Inaugurated in 1987 to cel-
ebrate the 60th birthday of His
Majesty the King of Thailand, the
event has since been held every
year during the first week of
December, and has grown in
stature each year.

This year’s regatta boasted
a record fleet of 110 boats, all vy-
ing for first place in their respec-
tive fields, culminating this Sat-
urday, also His Majesty the
King’s birthday.

The regatta began life as an
event with a strong dinghy pres-
ence and went back to its roots
this year.

The fleet on the water dur-
ing the opening weekend com-
prised four Tasers, eight Lasers
and four Topaz dinghies.

Six children from the Sun-
shine Village had the chance to
participate in this prestigious
event, courtesy of Topper Sail

Phuket, who donated the four
Topaz dinghies.

The pairing of Jonas
Johansson and Tanawat Sara-
waree secured victory in the To-
paz class and they were presented
with their award at the King’s
Cup opening party at the Kata
Beach Resort and Spa.

In the Laser class, 16-year-
old Anusorn Loywat emerged as
the winner, beating off seven other
challengers, but it was the Tasers
which provided the most competi-
tive racing of the weekend.

After a series of tight races,

the pairing of Philip Lawson and
the Phuket Gazette’s own
Thanasorn ‘Nid’ Chookate were
crowned the eventual winners.

Ms Thanasorn was de-
lighted to get her first taste of
King’s Cup action.

“I have been sailing for six
years but this is the first time we
have won anything at a major
regatta,” she said.

“I know the King’s Cup
used to have dinghies. It’s good
that they’re back again. I hope
we can race again next year.”

Taser class winners Philip Lawson and Thanasorn ‘Nid’ Chookate on G-
String during the opening weekend of this year’s regatta.
Photo by Duncan Worthington

A tough-tackling center half in his day, Narong is promising to bring a
more professional approach to training for Phuket FC.

-James Goyder
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Give yourself a well hung rack

This week, we’ll talk about an item
which almost every household in
Thailand has: your basic, garden-

variety clothes-drying rack. This article will
show how to install a simple system of
cross-bracing to your own rack to ensure
the longest possible life.

Constructed of very light-gauge alu-
minum tubing and PVC-type plastic
‘joints’, the basic design of this item has
several flaws.

First, it has no cross-bracing to elimi-
nate flexing caused by being pulled and
moved about. Thus the torque and flexing
are transferred directly to the PVC ‘joints’
which crack over time from these forces,
as they have no reinforcing ‘ribs’ as they
ought to. This design would be adequate if
the object were never moved, but most
of these racks do not enjoy such a seden-
tary lifestyle.

Second, the joints themselves are
made of the cheapest possible plastic, and

will experience material fatigue over time
from flexing, exposure to UV rays (sun-
shine) and rain.

Third, the wheels are adequate when
new, but their open design collects dirt and
debris, and quickly renders them stiff and
reluctant to turn. Thus, when they should
be spinning and allowing the rack to be
moved easily about, they instead create
additional drag, which increases the flex-
ing that occurs when the item is grasped
and pulled, loosening the joints and leading
to a weakened overall structure.

If you don’t want your rack to expe-
rience any of the aforementioned prob-
lems, then here are a few simple proce-
dures to help it last to a ripe old age.

The easiest way to brace an item like
this is with two pieces of ‘picture-wire’,
sold in rolls at most hardware stores. This
wire is inexpensive and can be used for
many things around the house, so it’s handy
to keep a roll in the workroom.

First, measure the distance from one
side’s lower cross-piece to the opposite
side’s middle cross-piece, add about 8
inches, and then cut two pieces to that
length. Most of these racks seem to be of
the same size, and mine measures 62 inches
across this space.

Take an end of one of the wire
pieces, and wrap it several times around
the lower cross-piece, right in the center,
then twist the short end around the long
section, leaving the long part hanging.

Repeat with the opposite side.

Next, position the rack with one of
its narrow sides against a wall. Take the
wire from that side’s lower cross-piece,
and draw it up to the center of the middle
cross-piece on the other narrow side as
you hold the rack firmly against the wall.
This will keep the upright pieces vertically
parallel as you loop the wire around the
middle cross-piece and pull it till it’s snug,
but not tight enough to bend the legs.

Keeping tension on the wire, loop it
around another time or two, then twist the
short end around the long end tightly, making
your turns around the long section as close
as possible to the cross-piece. If you twist

the short end around the
long section further out
from the cross-piece, the
twists will eventually slide
back toward the cross
piece, and the looseness
will render the braces
ineffective.  Snip off
any excess.

Tip: to avoid a
sharp point, use your
needlenose pliers to
bend the cut tip into a
fishhook-shape, then
squeeze shut.

Now, turn the rack
around, position the
other narrow side
against the wall and re-

peat the whole process. The rack now has
two wires which will form an ‘X’ beneath
the middle set of tubes. These wires will
not interfere with hanging clothes from the
middle set of cross-pieces, yet now when
the legs are gripped and the rack moved,
it will feel distinctly more rigid.

Last, the wheels. If your rack is old,
clean the wheels thoroughly of any dirt or
debris, especially around the central axle.

Next, take your trusty spray-can of
silicone lubricant and squirt a generous dose
into the wheels. No need to be precise here,
as these wheels are bearing-less, so spray
mostly at the inner axle, spin the wheels to
distribute the lube, then spray again.

Try to avoid using motor oil, as mo-
tor oil is petroleum, and most cheap types
of plastics, such as these wheels, are also
based on some form of petro-chemical.
Therefore, lubing with motor oil will
‘soften’ (partially dissolve) the surface of
the plastic over time.

Another reason is that motor-oil, be-
ing thicker and hence ‘stickier’, is more
likely to attract and retain the very kinds
of debris we are trying to avoid. Silicone
is more of a ‘dry’ lube, so lint and threads
from the clothes, grass, and other wind-
blown debris will not adhere to it as they
will to motor-oil.

That’s it!  Hang those clothes out in
the sun, and have a beer while they dry!
See you next time!
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BayCliff powers up project in Patong

Construction on a new
hotel/office building in
Patong will begin in
early 2010 as part of a

joint project between The
BayCliff Development Company
and the Provincial Electricity
Authority.

Dubbed ‘The BayCliff
Hotel’, the buildings will be
erected on Rat-U-Thit 200 Pee

Road in Patong.
The buildings, spread across

seven floors, will house a 286-
room hotel with a range of
accommodation options and
offices for the Electricity
Authority.

The top floor will feature a
dining room, conference room,
rooftop pool and a sky lounge.

Other facilities include an

all-day restaurant, fitness center,
spa and business center.

Wireless internet will also
be available throughout.

The ground floor of one of
the buildings will house 1,600
square meters of office space for
the Provincial Electricity
Authority of Patong to service
the area.

The BayCliff management

aims to attract guests by
designing the hotel with the
concept of creating a home away
from home.

In doing so, they hope to
attract a range of overseas
tourists, providing them with a
‘comfort and coziness that makes
them feel right at home’.

Room prices are expected
to range from 80 to 150 US dollars

per night.
A state-of-the-art security

system will also be installed,
featuring CCTV cameras, fire
alarms with sprinkler system and
24-hour surveillance by security
guards.

Construction of the entire
development is expected to be
completed by 2012.

-Thansorn Chookate

LEFT: An artist’s impression of the planned BayCliff hotel and office development in Patong, construction of which will begin early next year. RIGHT: Marking the project’s launch are
(from left) Phuket Vice Governor Theerayut Iamkrakul; The BayCliff Group CEO Viriyah Likitvong; Director, Provincial Electricity Authority (PEA) area 2 (Nakorn Sir Thammarat)
Throngpol Yuwanichayakul; and House of Representatives Suratthani member Chan Thaugsuban.
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Thailand’s exotic kitchen garden

Today, I’d like to look at
some of the more exotic
‘veggies’ available in
Thai markets, those that

frequently don’t make their way
to European supermarkets. A
couple are members of the aub-
ergine family, but are unlikely to
be found outside the tropics.

Take the ma-eok. Two of
these gray-green leaved plants
sprouted in the arid soil of a bar-
ren plot next to my house. Hairy
leaved and armed with fierce
spines, I was amazed to see them
produce a crop of equally hirsute
yellow fruits.

My Thai partner picked
these round, mini-tennis-ball like
objects, scraped off the rough
outside and popped them in a
curry, to which they added a
sour piquancy. Yet another
member of the eggplant family
and clearly easy to grow.

At the time, I wished I had
kept some seeds. No sweat. The
fruits were on sale at the market
today – at all of 10 baht a pack.

And there are more. The
long eggplant also grows into a
small bush, but unlike the ma-
eok, it has elongated cylindrical
fruits which may reach twenty

centimeters or more. A close rela-
tive of the purple variety familiar
to us, these are smooth and shiny,
usually pale green, but occasion-
ally violet or even purplish black.

Sweeter than other aub-
ergines when cooked, it can be
eaten fresh or fried in oil or egg-
yolk, European style. Sometimes,
it is roasted and skinned, then
combined with chilli sauce (nam
prik). It may even find its way
into tom yam soup.

It grows everywhere in
Thailand and packets of seeds are
readily available.

The same can be said of the
very different ma khua phuang
or turkey berry. It has the char-
acteristic flower of the solanum
family – like a potato or deadly
nightshade bloom in appearance
– but the fruit is small (one cm),
round, and surprisingly hard.

It resembles a pea and of-
ten appears on plates of greens
at lunchtime in Thailand. Pleas-
antly crunchy and bitter to the
taste, it is added to classic green
or red curries like its larger cousin
the brinjal.

I found it easy to propagate
from seed in my Chalong gar-
den. It is erect, spinous and may
reach two or three meters in
height. A proven favorite with
Thais, the turkey berry can also
be recommended to hypochon-
driacs, since it has remarkable
medicinal properties.

There are other eggplant
varieties in cultivation in South-
east Asia. A trip round the local
market will probably reveal a
smooth yellow cultivar known to
Thais as khuea lueang and to
farangs as the Thai yellow egg-

plant. It is less widely grown, be-
cause it has an astringent taste
and is rarely eaten raw.

Likewise the ma waeng
(solanum trilobatum) which is a
climber and produces pea-sized
green and white striped fruit.

There are a few things that
kitchen gardeners should note.
One, all varieties can be disease
prone, especially if planted where
other aubergines have already
been cultivated, and are particu-
larly vulnerable to a fungal infec-
tion called verticillium. Two, the
flowers do not readily attract
bees, so the plants do not always
set fruit. Three, almost all variet-
ies have spiny stems. These pro-
visos apart, all eggplants are re-
warding to grow and eat.

Another family of edible
climbers is found in Thailand –
the gourds. Once used almost
exclusively as vessels for liquids,
the hollow, dried out shells are
now more familiar in the West as
decorative objects on coffee
tables. Here, however, they are
enthusiastically eaten.

By far the most popular is
the Chinese bitter gourd, or

ampalaya (momordica char-
antia), an odd-looking thing which
looks like a ridged and warty cu-
cumber, or, in another incarnation,
like a dark green, rough-skinned
and pointed specimen.

It is cooked, as so many
vegetables are, when green and
unripe, a familiar adjunct to a spe-
ciality soup in which pork mince
is stuffed inside hollow sections
or added to curries, or nam prik
sauce.

Like all members of the
gourd family – and that includes
melons and loofahs – it is a vine,
which means that its tough, but
thin stems and tendrils will need
support if you decide to cultivate
it in your backyard.

Apart from those familiar
pollination problems, which can
be circumvented by hand dusting
the flowers, the ampalaya is easy
to grow from seed. And your
Thai neighbors will be very im-
pressed if you do so...

I could spend time on the
bottle gourd, but, despite the avail-
ability of seeds, it is less com-
monly grown – today only one
market stall in Rawai had them

on sale and it is more rewarding
to look at loofahs and melons.

The angled loofah (luffa
acutnagula) is another climber,
and produces long green ridged
fruit. It is eaten fresh when
young and sweet, or cooked in
the usual ways.

The largest member of the
family is the smooth loofah which
has dark green streaks when
young, then turns yellowish when
fully mature.

A small variety, often a
weed that appears on garden
fences or twines around other
plants, is the small ivy gourd
(coccinea grandis). The small
(two cm) green and white fruit
resemble those of the brinjal. It
goes bright red when ripe and
looks decorative; it is, however,
rarely eaten in that state.

What is good about all these
odd fellows is that they are not
only easy to grow from seed, but
will flourish in most soils and at
most times of the year, provided
they get sufficient moisture.

After all, the fruits are, like
their cousins the marrow and cu-
cumber, 90 percent water.

Pickings from the Thai exotic kitchen garden.
Pictured: The flavorsome long eggplant
(above); the characteristic flower of turkey
berry (top right); and Chinese bitter gourd,
also called ampalaya (bottom right).

Photo: BotMultichill

Photo: Todfox



December 5 - 11, 2009 P H U K E T  G A Z E T T E 31



C L A S S I F I E D S32 P H U K E T  G A Z E T T E December 5 - 11, 2009

Property Gazette

Properties
For Sale

GOLF CONDOS KATHU
2 freehold condos at Phuket
Country Club. 132sqm. 3.9 mil-
lion baht. 5.5 million baht (reno-
vated). Tel: 081-922 4045 (Seb),
085-794 1511 (Wal).

LUXURY HOUSE

for sale. Mission Heights
community. 7 mins to Blue
Canyon Golf Club, 10 mins
to ariport. House: 454 sqm,
land: 1,444 sqm, 4 beds, 4
baths, Western kitchen,
16x6m pool, fully furnished
with solar heating. Tel: 081-
344 4473, 081-862 2962.

KATA BEACH HOUSE
3 floors great area, must sell,
moving quickly. 3.5 million baht.
Tel: 081-303 2202.

RAWAI 5 BED POOL
GUESTHOUSE

for sale: 6.5 million baht.
Lease, cheap rent and fi-
nancing available. Tel: 086-
940 8914. Email: rawai1@
yahoo.com

3-BEDROOM
PRIVATE POOL

villa for sale. Fully furnished, close
to beaches, shopping and res-
taurants. Location: Chalong/
Rawai. Set in lovely tropical gar-
den. Tel: 085-788 8299. Email:
nattacha14@hotmail.com

CONDO FOR SALE
Furnished, pool and spa.
750,000 baht. Tel: 089-966
0568. Email: gidmansimon@
yahoo.co.uk

17 RAI WITH PALM
TREES

At Kok Kien, Takuapa,
Phang-Nga. 85,000 baht
per rai. Contact Khun
Piek. Tel: 081-892 4094,
084-304 9339.

KARON SEAVIEW
land, 200sqm. Good to build
guesthouse. 3.5 million baht.
Tel: 081-303 2202.

BANGKOK CONDO
Located Sukhumwit Soi 4,
Nana, 21st floor, 60sqm. 3.5
million baht. Tel: 081-303 2202.

CONDO / PENTHOUSE,
KATHU GOLF

Condo/penthouse style.
Center of golf course. Free-
hold, nice view, 135 sqm. 1
bedroom, 2 bathrooms, big
living room, Western kitchen
and terrace. 5.6 million baht.
Tel: 076-7629 3149, 081-824-
1385. Fax: 076-293149.
Email: jbiwo@csloxinfo.com

NEW HOUSE FOR
SALE/RENT

In Srisuchart Grandville
3, not far from Tesco Lo-
tus. 3 bedrooms 2 bath-
rooms, 1 car park and
little garden. Very nice
house contact to come
see at 087-277 0978 or
koyangle99@hotmail.com

BEACHFRONT CONDO
North Patong. 2 bedrooms,
freehold, great seaview. 9.7
million baht. For pics, please
contact Tel: 086-276 5117.
Email: jihshand@ gmail.com

SEA VIEW LAND
Koh Lanta hill estate project. 17
rai, chanote, concrete road ,
electricity, water, company
masterplan. 33 million baht.
Tel: 089-909 3882.

LAKESHORE VILLAS
Luxury townhome. 2 bed,
3 bath large kitchen and
store room. Very private,
quiet, pool & garden. In
exclusive estate next to
Laguna. Price 14 million
baht. Tel: 081-719 5454,
081-894 5848.

2 MILLION BAHT
OFF

Kamala Villa. 4 bed, 5 bath
plus 2-car garage. Studio &
apartment above. 370sqm
on 700sqm land. fully fur-
nished 15.5 million baht.
Please contact Email:
b o o m e r k a m a l a @
hotmail.com

HOUSE IN KAMALA
for sale. 2 houses on land.
2 ngan, 3 bedrooms, 2 bath-
rooms, fully furnished, Nor
Sor Sam Kor title, good lo-
cation, 5km from the
beach. Price: 10 million
baht. Direct from owner.Tel:
083-180 2143. Email:
yaris.vios@gmail.com

PA KHLOK LAND
Lovely 6 rai of flat land,

valley and mountain view.
5km from Heroines'.

Soi Nanuea.
3.5 million baht per rai.

Tel: 081-894 5848,
         081-719 5454.

TOWNHOUSE,
2 STOREY

opposite Boat Lagoon.
24sq wah, 3 beds, 2 baths.
Email: info@allaboutweb
anddesign.com

HOUSE SALE, THALANG
Reduced to 2 million baht for a
quick sale. Semi-detached, 2
bedrooms, 2 bathrooms. Se-
cure Soi. Email: Lowprofile@
mail.com

KARON BEACH
PHUKET

8 plots, 400sqm each, land
title deed, hillside, seaview. Tel:
+00-491-7140 6753. Email:
naruchai@gmx.de

LAND NEAR RPM
87sq wah, Chanote title. Near
Toyota show room on Bypass
Road & Royal Phuket Marina.
For Sale: 2.6 million baht. Ne-
gotiable. Tel: 081-894 2009.

PATONG BEACH
CONDO

Freehold 11th floor corner unit.
125sqm, 2 bedrooms, 2 bath-
rooms, big living room, West-
ern kitchen, terrace, pool, car-
port, sea view. 10.8 million
baht. Tel: 076-293149, 081-
824 1385 Fax 076-293149.
Email: jbiwo@csloxinfo.com

PERFECT LAND
FOR SALE

on the main road to Cherng-
Talay and Surin. 43 rai, 1ngan,
85sq wah. For sale by owner.
5.5 million baht per rai. Tel: 081-
956 2406. Email: phatsarar@
gmail.com

STYLISH COMPACT
VILLAS

for sale. Thai-Balinese style,
2 bedroom, 2 bath (1
ensuite). High quality build-
ing, well-stocked tropical
garden in quite relaxing loca-
tion. A few minutes from
bypass set in surroundings
of palm oil and rubber plan-
tations. Centrally located for
airport, BIS, shopping and
beaches at an excellent and
affordable price. Communal
pool, phone line and ADSL.
MUST BE VIEWED to be
appreciated. For price and
more details please call
Khun Por. Tel: 085-690 3114
(Thai), 080-648 9622. Email:
debrasapstead@hotmail
.co.uk

RAWAI 1 RAI, 43WAH
Last nice plot under 6 million
baht. Asking 5.8 miilion baht.
Negotiable. Tel: 081-623 3784,
085-795 5383. Email: chartsri
@yahoo.com

MANEKRAM
161SQ WAH

Corner block to the rear of the
estate. 19,000 baht per wah.
Email: lowprofile@mail.com

PATONG BEACH
CONDO

Studio, 57sqm, freehold, 8th
floor corner unit. Pool, car park,
mountain and sea views. 3.9
million baht. Tel: 076-293149,
081-824 1385. Fax: 076-293-
149. Email: jbiwo@csloxinfo.
com

4 RAI FOR SALE
Layan Hill, Bang Jo. Near
main road. 3.75 million
baht per rai. Chanote. Tel:
081-956 0527.

KATHU / LOCH PALM
LAND

Chanote land plots overlooking
Loch Palm. All roads and infra-
structure already in place to-
gether with landscaping. Views
from most plots are quite spec-
tacular and location is ideal with
proximity to the BIS, Phuket
Town and Patong areas. From
there it takes approx 25 min-
utes to the airport. Large plots
ranging from 3 Ngan up to 1 rai
and may be sub-divided by
buyer. Prices at 20-24,000
baht per sq wah. Or 6-9 million
per plot depending on size and
views. For more information
please enquire by email. Tel:
081-893 3462 (English), 081-
956 3166 (English & Thai).
Email: kathuland@gmail.com

LAND AT PA KHLOK
1 rai, 18sq wah, Nor Sor 3
Kor, Tha-Rue - Pa Khlok -
Muang Mai Road. Near Mis-
sion Hill. Price 3.5 million baht.
Tel: 089-472  9118.

VERY NICE SEAVIEW
LAND

same as Soi Villas Solitude,
Na-Kok, Chalong. 8 rai land
for sale, Chanote title. Can
buy separate. Price 7 million
baht per rai. Contact to see.
Tel: 087-689 9679.

LAND AT PA KHLOK

49 rai, nice flat land. Chanote,
2.5km from Heroines’ Monu-
ment. 1.7 million baht per rai.
Tel: 083-180 2143.

HEAVEN ON EARTH

5 bedroom Thai style villa
in Phuket. Magnificant
Phang-Nga Bay sea view.
3 big bedrooms are en-
suite with seaview. Private
swimming pool. Land plot
730.8 sqm. construction
area approx. 573 sqm.
Full security service. Lo-
cated at Rommai Chailay
Estate. 24.9 million baht.
Tel: 089-474 2234.
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Looking for land to buy?
See more classified ads

 at www.phuketgazette.net

30 RAI IN TOWN
Long lease. Near Dowrung
School in Phuket Town. Tel:
081-691 2526.

CHEAP HOUSE
FOR SALE

1 story house on land. 1.5 rai,
3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, fully
furnished at T. Taimuang,
Phang Nga 2.5 million baht. Tel:
083-180 2143. Email: yaris.
vios@gmail.com

NEW BRAND CONDO
Mid Town, Royal Place Project.
Studio condo, fully furnished,
reasonable price. Tel: 086-476-
9612.

PRIVATE SALE OF
HALF A RAI

in Ao Makham. Land is located
opposite Port of Phuket and
next to Bel Air Cape Panwa
Resort. Price 4.2 million. Tel:
081-891 5932, 089-035 6702.

OCEAN VIEW CONDO
2 bedrooms, big kitchen, new
balcony, pool, parking. Kata. Tel:
084-851 0703. Email: st@kl.lv

2 STORY HOUSE,
CENTER RAWAI

Sale/lease, 2 bedrooms,
2 bathrooms, carport,
mountain view, financing
available. 1.6 million baht.
Tel: 086-940 8914.

BARGAIN APARTMENT
Kamala. Quiet forest location.
5.9 million baht. Email: dyhkt
@hotmail.co.uk

PRICE REDUCTION
Houselots, East side. Chanote
title, seaview. 600,000 to
900,000 baht. Tel: 086-942
1930.

BEAUTIFUL HOUSE,
FULLY FURNISHED

Ready to move in, 254 sqm.
2 floors. Near Downrung
school, Laemchan area,
close to Phuket Town, nice
living room and garden, 4
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, fully
furnished, 2 car parks, very
nice and quiet area. Price: 7.2
million baht. Tel: 081-541
2025. .

LAND NEAR
YACHT HAVEN

for sale. Area: 511 square
wah, 38,000 baht per square
wah. Contact Mr Tachin Tel:
081-7871811, Miss Kob Tel:
081-273 3303.

PATONG HOUSE &
LAND FOR SALE

1.5 rai with seaview at 50 Pee
Rd. Nice house for sale at
Benchamas Villa close to
Jungceylon and Bangla Rd.
Tel: 081-893 1360. Email: noi
@phuketinvestments.com

LAND FOR SALE IN
GOLF COURSE CLUB

284sqm. 3 million baht. Tel: 080-
146 9955. Email: sahapoom
@gmail.com

PALM BREEZE RESORT
Nai Harn penthouse for sale or
rent 35,000 baht per month.
New, large, 2 bedrooms, 2 bath-
rooms, fully furnished with 42
inch plasma screen TV. Fitness
center, spa, gym, tennis court
and putting green on site. Large
swimming pool and slide. Only
minutes from some of the finest
beaches and scenery to be
found in Phuket. 7.5 million
baht. Includes one year's main-
tenance fee, sink fund, transfer
fee, land office duty registration
tax and transfer costs. Ready to
move in today. Tel: 087-882 9604.
Email: artlpmj@yahoo.com

IDEAL FAMILY HOME

Luxury 5+1 bedroom villa
conveniently located 800m
from BIS and central to ma-
rinas, shopping, golf, airport
and beaches. 535sqm of
practical, contemporary liv-
ing with indoor or outdoor
entertaining, excellent
bathrooms (Jaccuzi) and
spacious bedrooms. Func-
tional kitchen with open-
plan dining. Safe and se-
cure estate. Perfect for a
young family. Excellent
rental return for investors.
Sale price 19.5 million baht.
Tel: 084-442 1580. Email:
ab@megazip.com.sg

THE HOLME PLACE
CONDOMINIUM

Urgent sale room# 431.
100,000 baht, room on 4th
floor, 30sqm. Furniture from
The Holme Place Condo,
Samsung LCD TV 32",
Samsung air conditioning,
furniture from Index, hot and
cold water. This rate in-
cludes 5 foot mattress from
Slumberland and refrigera-
tor 6.1Q from Samsung.
Contact K.Atchara.Tel: 084-
054 2223.  Email: porpae29
@hotmail.com

LEASE FOR SALE
KATA BEACH

Four houses on 12 rai with an
uninterrupted sea view. 18
years remaining on lease.
Perfect for resort or hotel. For
more information, please email:
katabeach1@live.com

POOLSIDE APT
at Patong Beach. One bedroom
(85 m2) and two bedroom (175
m2) poolside apartments built to
the highest standards. Includes
European kitchen, air condition-
ing and secure undercover park-
ing. Very quiet and natural loca-
tion. Tel: 081-8913 466 (En-
glish). Fax: 076-296160. Email:
antc@phuket.ksc.co.th

NAI HARN BEACH
CONDO

for sale in "The Sands" apart-
ments, 150m from stunning Nai
Harn Beach. Spacious, fully-fur-
nished 2 bedroom/2 bathroom
units with aircon, WiFi, cable
TV, swimming pool, and lagoon
views from a large balcony. 7.5
million baht. Photos available.
Tel: 083-390 9446 (English).
Email: liamnicholls1@yahoo.
com.au

PATONG HOUSE
5.9 million baht, seaview, 3
storey, 7 rooms, 3 bathrooms.
New pool villa, 7.2 million baht.
6 rooms, 3 bathrooms, 3
storey. Tel: 087-053 6016.

LUXURY VILLAS
3- or 4-bedroom villas. Both
ready to move in. Gated
community with 24-hour se-
curity. Quiet location, big
garden with private pool.
High quality construction.
Tel: 085-783 1890.

PATONG TOWER
condo units for sale, freehold,
hill and sea views, from 5 million
baht. Tel: 081-878 2199. Email:
orso.realestate@gmail.com

THE ROYAL PLACE
4th floor unit with 2 balco-
nies. Approx area: 42sqm.
Fully furnished, ready to
move in. Please email:
info@allaboutweband
design.com

HOT DEAL 9.9 MB
POOL VILLA

2-3 beds, fully furnished.
431sqm land, 5 mins to
beach. Tel: 076-289900,
081-970 0743 (English &
Thai). Email: natcha@
twovillas.com

VASSANA RESIDENCE

for sale. Rawai/Nai Harn,
Soi Kerny. 3 exclusive
luxury apartments. Each
apartment comprises 2 bed-
rooms and 2 bathrooms,
large Euro-style kitchen and
living room, large balcony
back and front with sweep-
ing views over Rawai and
Andaman sea. Swimming
pool and roof top whirlpool.
Price start at 8.5 million
baht. Tel: 087-882 9604.
Email: artlpmj@yahoo.com

3 BEDROOMS HOUSE
for sale. 62sq wah, 2 bath-
rooms, Villa Dawroong. 4.5
million baht. Contact Khun Tar.
Tel: 076-377052, 089-971 1268.

TOWNHOUSE FOR
SALE OR RENT

In Moobaan Tinawut,
Samkong, close to Yada
Dental Clinic. 2 connected
buildings, 2 floors, 3 bed-
rooms, 3 bathrooms. For
rent: 12,000 baht per
month, sale: 2.8 million
baht. Tel: 081-597 6302,
081-597 9441.

NICE PLOT BEHIND
LAYAN HILL ESTATE

Manik area, 4.7million
baht. Chanote title, good
for pool villas. Tel: 081-538
7050.or email: talayjan@
yahoo.com

SHOPHOUSE -
CHALONG

12 months old, 3 storey, 3 bed-
room, 2.5 bath, 1 km south of
Circle. Full kitchen, 1 air con, hot
water, all-glass front door, office
furniture, beds, very clean. Rent
28,000 per month. Valued at 3.7
million, you pay 3.6 million baht in-
cluding additions. Bargain! Tel:
086-476 2093.

VILLA FOR
SALE OR RENT

312 sqm. 2 bedrooms, 2
bathrooms. Fully furnished,
24-hour protection. 5 min-
utes to Chalong Bay, 10
minutes to Nai Harn Beach,
20 minutes to Patong
Beach and 15 minutes to
Phuket Town. Price: sale:
7 million baht. Rent: 65,000
baht per month. Pls contact
Khun Sam (English/Thai).
Tel: 085-110 6449. Email:
vipeurasian@yahoo.co.th
For further details, please
see our website at www.
ipdproperty.com

AO YON PHUKET

Beautiful land near waterfall.
3 rai, 3 ngan, 10sqm. 600
meters to the beach. Good
place for sailing, anchor
your boat for free in this
area. Beach restaurants
near by. 5 million baht per
rai. Contact Winai. Tel: 089-
871 4374.

LAND AT
CHERNG TALAY

390sqw, nice flat land, quiet area,
chanote. In Pasak Soi 5 near
Laguna Home. Price: 6 million
baht. Tel: 089-472 9118, 086-709-
2933.

PARICHART
VILLAGE, CHALONG

35/20 Soi 1. 3 bedrooms, 2
bathrooms, 2 aircons,
some furniture, 50sq wah,
garden. For sale or for long-
term rent. Must see. Con-
tact Nina. Tel: 087-689-
9679. Email: tasuwan@
hotmail.com

LAND FOR SALE
near the main road to Baan Don -
Cherng Talay. 68sq wah. 1.1 mil-
lion baht. Tel: 089-472 9118. Email:
honda.1437@ yahoo.co.th

COMMERCIAL
BUILDINGS

for sale. Each building has 3 floors.
On big road at Kamala Beach,
near Krungsri Bank. Price 20
million baht. Tel: 083-180 2143.
Email: yaris.vios@gmail.com

HOT DEAL 3-BED
CONDO

Fully furnished, private pool
condo. 400m to beach.
Only 9.9 million baht. Tel:
081-968 3760 (English &
Thai). Email: nannapat@
twovillas.com

NEW TOWN HOUSE

in Phuket Inter villa project for
sale. 2.3 million baht. 36.5sq
wah. 3 bedrooms, 2 bath-
rooms, includes furniture, cur-
tains, kitchen, 1 aircondioning
unit, common pool access.
Tel: 089-873 1009 (English),
081-893 8524.

550,000 BAHT
CONDO RAWAI

BEACH

Sale, lease, rent 7,000 baht
per month, furnished, WiFi,
pool, 200 meters to the
beach.  Contact. Tel: 086-
940 8914. Email: rawai1@
yahoo.com
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NEW HOUSE IN
THE BANYAN VILLA

for sale. 3.4 million baht,
near Land and Houses
Park. 29.5sq wah, 2 bed-
rooms, 3 bathrooms, hill
view, common pool, club
house. Tel: 089-873 1009
(English), 081-893 8524.

MUST SELL 2
HOUSES

Live in 1, rent other. 4.8 mil-
lion baht each or sell sepa-
rately. Fully furnished, well
kept, 2 bedrooms, 3 bath-
rooms, Western kitchen,
central Patong, 2 mins to
Jungceylon. Tel: 087-279
3312. For further details,
please see our website at
http://www.phukethouse
apartment.com

HOUSE RAWAI/
NAI HARN

for sale. 3-bedroom house
with 2 bathrooms, 9x4m
swimming pool, 2 car park-
ing spaces and aircon. In
Rawai/Nai Harn. Just min-
utes from the finest beaches
and scenery to be found in
Phuket. 10.5 million baht.
Tel: 087-882 9604. Email:
artlpmj@yahoo.com

CONDO PATONG
for sale. Furnished, 1 bedroom.
At Phuket Palace in Patong.
Freehold. Price 2.5 million baht.
Tel: 081-892 1621.

3 STORY SPACIOUS
TOWNHOUSE

Chalong, sale or rent. 3-bdrm,
3-bthrm, 2-carport. Spacious
living/dining area and Western
kitchen as well as plenty of
storage space. Master bed-
room with large ensuite bath-
room and a walk-in closet. Tel:
086-947 3880. Email: bpang@
windowslive.com

PERFECT LAND
Nearly 2 rai at  Bang Tao. Very
good location for business. 18 mil-
lion baht. No agents. Tel: 086-944
2065, 087-689 9679. Email:
tasuwan@hotmail.com

2 RAI
IN AO MAKHAM

Chanote, in Soi Rat-U-Thit 1,
public utility area. easy ac-
cess in and out. Just 12 mil-
lion baht for both rai. Tel: 076-
522938, 087-689 9679, 089-
588 5458. Email: tasuwan@
hotmail.com

NEW DETACHED
HOUSE

for sale in Phanason 3,
Thalang. 253.25sqm, 3
bedrooms, 2 bathrooms,
double garage, furnished
and landscaped garden.
2.95 million baht. Con-
tact Phing. Tel: 087-278-
0067. Email: sweetpinky
@live.co.uk

BEAUTIFUL
NAI YANG LAND

9.5 rai, beachfront. 5 min-
utes to Phuket airport. Ask-
ing price: 120 million baht.
Chanote. Must see. No
agents. Please contact via
by email: allservices29@
gmail.com

2-STOREY HOUSE
IN PATONG

sea view, 2-storey house,
60sqw. 2 bedrooms with
balconies, 2 bathroom,
air-con, fully furnished.
Chanote. Price 17 million
baht ono. Tel: 087-270-
9093.

BAAN BAI MAI

for sale in Samkong near
Bangkok hospital. 2 storey,
2 bed, 2 bath, 1 car parking
space. Email: info@allabout
webanddesign.com

NEW HOUSE IN
NAI HARN-RAWAI

for sale or  rent. 3-story villa,
sea view, hill view, garden,
pool, 4 bedrooms with 2
en-suite bathrooms, 6 bath-
rooms, ADSL, Jacuzzi. Big
living room, kitchen/dining,
laundry room. 5 aircons.
8m x 3.5m private pool. 2
parking spaces. Tel: 081-
677 9837, 089-646 4786.
Email: sync_koji@hotmail
.com

OCEAN VIEW CONDO
2 bedrooms, big kitchen, new
balcony, pool, parking. Kata. Tel:
084-851 0703. Email: st@kl.lv

EXCLUSIVE PROPERTY
IN CHALONG

in Chalong. An exclusive con-
temporary and luxury property.
600sqm of living space, ma-
ture landscaping garden of
2,000sqm, swimming pool,
sala and more in a huge se-
cure green park in Chalong.
Tel: 086-273 4149, 086-271
3260. For full details visit our
website: www.tamata-phuket
.com

SURIN NEW HOUSE,
GOOD DEAL!

2km from Heronines' Monu-
ment, all facilities in close prox-
imity: airport, British Interna-
tional School, hospitals. New 3-
bed villa for sale in The Valley 2.
Nice garden in front of the house.
Ready to move, 3 bedrooms, 2
bathrooms, covered garage for
2 cars. Land plot: 240sqm. Liv-
ing space: 130sqm. By owner
2.8 million baht. Less than list
price. Tel: 086-273 4149, 086-
271 3260.

900SQM
CHERNG TALAY

land for sale. 3 million baht. Tel:
086-047 2463 (English), 086-
161 1136 (Thai).

HOUSE FOR SALE,
RAWAI

2-storey, 3 bedrooms, 3 baths
plus self-contained bungalow.
6.8 million baht. For sale by
owner. No agents please. Tel:
087-628 3673 (English & Thai),
081-078 1112 (English). Email:
islanderbar3@hotmail.com

CHEAP HOUSE FOR
SALE / RENT

at 7.5 million baht [negotiable]
or at 40,000 baht per month
[negotiable for long lease].
Four large bedrooms [one en-
suite], three bathrooms, Euro-
pean kitchen and large living
room. UBC satellite TV and
land line for internet access.
Fully furnished house with all
fixtures and fittings. Tel: +66-
80-382 0459 (English),  +66-
89-871 8663 (Thai). Email:
davidhnelson@hotmail.com

VILLA + 2 HOUSES
IN PATONG

Villa with 4 bedroom and pool +
8 small apartments in 2 house
approx. 700sqm. Free hold land,
nice view over sea and city, quiet
area without traffic. 15 minute
walk to Patong beach. 39 million
baht. Owner direct. Tel: 076-341
537, 089-290 9567, 084-848
2511. Fax: 076-512154. Email:
lars.micksater@comhem.se
Website at: http://www. brom
mathaihouse.com

PATONG BEACH UNIT
1 bedroom or studio, 14th floor,
great view in great complex,
large pool. Will trade up on
house in Phuket Town. 25 mil-
lion baht. Tel: 082-824 0040.

KARON TOWNHOUSE
2 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, sea
and mountain view. Includes fur-
niture. Asking 6.3 million baht.
No agents. Tel: 089-594 0423
(English). Email: crustaceaus@
yahoo.com

JUST OVER 1 RAI
for 5.8 million baht in Rawai.
Nice plot, quiet area. Picture
and info. Tel: 081-623 3784.
Email: chartsri@yahoo.com

SURIN BEACH
Land on Soi Haad Surin 2
for sale. 2.2 Rai, 5 min walk
to Surin Beach. Email:
costello@exemail.com.au

LAND FOR SALE
PATONG BEACH

Very nice hillside plot with
sea view, quiet and natural
setting with a waterfall. Part
of a small community of 3
houses with all infrastructure
in place. Use of communal
swimming pool. Fair price for
the right customer. Tel: 081-
891 3466 (English). Fax:
076-296160. Email: antc@
phuket.ksc.co.th

PRIVATE SALE OF
HALF A RAI

in Ao Makham. Land is located
opposite Port of Phuket and
next to Bel Air Cape Panwa
Resort. Price 4.2 million. Tel:
081-891 5932, 089-035 6702.

HOUSE FOR SALE
OR RENT

Fully furnished, 2 bedrooms, 2
bathrooms, 3 aircon, hot water,
washing machine, ADSL,
WiFi, tel, garden. 10 minutes to
Bang Tao beach. Price 18,000
baht per month. Tel: 089-795
6363. Email: sara_supertik@
yahoo.co.th

PATONG CONDO-
PRIVATE SALE

Make an offer. I own four apart-
ments and want to sell two!
These are 54sqm, one-bed-
room apartments, only 4
months old. Complex has
swimming pool, gym, under-
cover parking. White and bright
with front view looking over gar-
den/pool. Tel: 085-069 0938.
Email: nnorthwo@hotmail.com

HOUSE IN KATHU
2-storey, 3 bedrooms, 2 bath-
rooms, swimming pool, 215sq
wah. Price: 6.7 million baht. Tel:
081-892 1250.

NATAI LAND FOR SALE
4 rai and 1 ngan on the main
road to Natai Beach. Only 2 km
to the beach. 1,000,000 baht per
rai. Email: nisaya@yahoo.com

HOUSE NEAR LAGUNA
for sale. 36sq wah, 2 bed, 2
bathrooms with bath, 2 hot
shower, 3 aircon, UBC, carport,
Western kitchen, 1.7 million
baht. Tel: 083-105 9689.

NAI HARN LUXURY
CONDO

2-3 bedroom, 2 bathroom,
111sqm. Start 4.5 million
baht. Must see. Tel: 084-993
7308. For further details,
please see our website at
www.amphaiseabreeze.com
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Properties
For Rent

SHOP HOUSE
for rent. Kamala. 55sqm, 2
rooms, bathroom, first floor of
private house. 7,000 baht per
month for shop or store. Tel: 083-
103 1108.

SURIN APARTMENTS
Gorgeous 1- & 3- bed apts for
rent. 150 meters from Surin
Beach. Tel: +852-66-2810
0610, +852-66-950 8557  (En-
glish). Email: jgstryker@gmail.
com

SEAVIEW KAMALA
FALLS

Brand new fully-furnished 3-bed
apartments, located between
Kamala and Patong. Excellent
seaviews. Available from De-
cember 15. Developer: Ka-
mala Falls. Email: mios@fast
mail.net

3 BEDROOMS HOUSE
for rent. Mountain view, 3 bed-
rooms, 2.5 bathrooms, fur-
nished, car port. On hill in Kata.
Tel: 080-696 1162.

FULLY FURNISHED
HOUSE

1-3 air-conditioned bedrooms,
hot shower, cable TV, free
internet. Start from 9,000 baht
per month. Near Chalong Bay.
Tel: 081-892 4311.

ANUPAS GOLFVILLE
3-bed house in Anupas Golfville
close to Central. Quiet area on
dead end street next to golf
course. Fully furnished, 3 beds,
2 baths, huge backyard, 1 car
port. Aircon, direct line, ADSL,
washing machine and big
fridge. Move in with your lug-
gage. 22,000 baht a month.
Please contact Khun Mel for
more details. Tel: 081-747-
6554.

PATONG NEW HOUSES
plus two apartments. Quiet,
European-style, top condition,
long-term. From 11,000 baht to
36,000 baht per month. Please
contact for more details. Tel:
084-185 8536.

2 SINO-PORTUGUESE
buildings for rent. 30,000 baht
per month per building. Rasada
Road, Phuket downtown. 12
bedrooms, 14 bathrooms in
both. Tel: 086-689 3289, 081-
532 2270.

NEW SERVICED
CONDO

The Point. Central location,
one bedroom, lounge, bath-
room, near Phuket International
Hospital, many facilities. Tel:
081-8920 038.

Classified ads are charged per line. Each line is 120 baht,

with a minimum of 4 lines (heading included) per ad.

All advertising must be paid for in advance.

Deadline for Property Gazette page: Friday 3 pm.

Deadline for all other ads: Saturday 12 noon.
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Classified Advertisements

Please use this form to write your classified advertisement.
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ORCHID KATHU
HEIGHTS

Serviced apartments, 2 bed-
rooms, 2 bathrooms, fully fitted
kitchen/lounge. One-bed stu-
dio, furnished to the highest stan-
dard, rooftop, swimming pool,
free WiFi. Tel: 076-203208-9. Tel:
081-8920 038. Email: info@
orchidkathuheightsphuket.
com

BRAND NEW
CONDO FOR RENT

Mid-town, Royal Place
project. Studio condo, fully
furnished, restaurant, car
park, shared pool and gym.
Tel: 086-476 9612.

PHUKET VILLA
DAORUNG

House for rent, 55sq wah, 2
bedrooms, 2 bathrooms,
no phone line, unfurnished.
15,000 baht per month. Tel:
087-270 9093.

KAMALA
4-bedroom villa with private
pool. Tel: 080-697 7729, 083-
650 9266.

B.L. APARTMENT
FOR RENT

New in Kathu. Big rooms, 1
bedroom, 1 living room,
aircon, cable TV, ADSL, hot
shower, garden, car park.
8,000 baht per month.

Contact more details.
Tel: 081-692 3163.

PRIVATE POOL
VILLA

central Rawai. 4 bedrooms,
4 bathrooms, WiFi, fur-
nished, 2 car port. 75,000
baht per month. Tel: 086-
940 8914. Email: rawai1
@yahoo.com

3-BDRM HOUSE
located near Heroines' Monu-
ment. Fully furnished, A/C, tel,
ADSL, cable TV. 12,000 baht
per month. Tel: 089-973 2917
(English & Thai). Or email:
brunuiviv@hotmail.com

HOUSE FOR RENT
35/175, parichart soi 6, 3 bed-
room, full-furnished & internet
access. Contact Addy. Tel:
081-894 9321. Email: addy@
oriental-events.net

HOUSES FROM
WELLTA

My name is Wellta. I was born
in Phuket. I have many houses
for sale and for rent . Tel: 081-
968 0309  (English), 081-894
5988  (English) Phuket. Email:
info@houseinphuket. com
www.houseinphuket.com

RENT 2-BEDROOM
BUNGALOWS

Quiet, private, Bang Tao com-
pound. One bungalow: 15,000
baht per month, the other two:
12,000 baht per month + utili-
ties. Call Khun Tee. Tel: 086-
278 6465. Details at www.
phuketislandretreats.com

PATONG APARTMENT
400 meters to the beach. Stu-
dio with TV, fridge, big bed,
clean, modern, parking. For
further details. Tel: 081-082
5707. Please see our website
at http://www.phuket-accom
modation.info

SPECIAL OFFER
RENTAL

Beautiful mansion for rent from
December 4 until December
16. Private pool, 4 bedrooms.
45,000 baht. Includes maid
service. Tel: 085-783 1890.

LOVELY HOME IN
KATHU

Fully furnished 3 bedroom, 2
bathroom home with tele-
phone, ADSL, and satellite TV.
10 minutes from Patong, golf
courses and shopping. Tel:
076-292133, 086-952 0088
(English), 081-691 1697  (Thai)
Fax 076-292134. Or email:
paulcamo@hotmail.com

3-BEDROOM LUXURY
POOL VILLA

500m to Mission Hills Golf, and
only 7 minutes to Nai yang
Beach by car. Short-term rent
from Nov to April at 100,000
baht per month baht furnished.
Or long-term at 50,000 baht per
month furnished. Tel: 087-893
4636  (English), 084-060 5648
(Thai). Email: info@phuket
bedandbreakfast.com

NEW KAMALA HOUSE
RENT

Fullyfurnished house in a quiet
location in Soi 'The Bell'. Pri-
vate, secure, parking. UBC
satellite TV and wireless ASDL.
For short-term rent at 30,000
baht per month; long-term at
25,000. For 1 year or more,
please call for price. Tel: 089-
867 5122, 087-883 6625.
Email: sales@eldsat.com

PATONG CONDO-
PRIVATE RENTAL

Furnished apt available from
Dec 1 for short-or long - term
rent. Swimming pool, gym,
undercover parking, cable TV,
WiFi. Rent negotiable, starting
at 1,000 baht per night. Peace-
ful setting. Tel: 085-069 0938.
Email: nnorthwo@ hotmail.
com

PATONG-GREAT
VALUE & VIEWS

Large 2-bed, 2-bath condo with
views of Patong Beach. Avail-
ability in December. Book and
mention this ad for 15% off
published rate. Tel: +852-2-813
6093, +852-6-100403  (En-
glish), Fax +852-2-813 6083.
For further details, please visit
our website at http://www.
phuket-patong-condo.com/

NEW SPACIOUS
MODERN HOUSE

Pa Khlok, furnished 2 bed, 2
bath house with 3 aircon units,
internet, laundry, Western
kitchen and big garden. 15
mins to beaches. 20,000 baht
per month. Long-term only. Tel:
076-529084,  081-848 1659
(English & Thai), 082-804
0241. Email: yachtvigia@hot
mail.com

VILLA BEACH FRONT
3+2 bedrooms, very luxurious,
swimming pool, 2 staff. Avail-
able 15 February by week or
month. Agents welcome. Tel:
089-470 8926, 081-719 7015.
Email: eanfievet@voila.fr

RENT NEW STUDIO IN
PATONG

46sqm, swimming pool, fully
furnished. Weekly or monthly.
Tel: 089-728 4005. Email:
thamad17@yahoo.com

POOL VILLA 3 BED
Long term quiet Chalong hill-
side 2 bath furnished ADSL
AirCon 30,000 Bt/mth. Tel:
076-383792, 086-281 7605
(English). Email: nigelnpixie@
yahoo.com.au

PATAK VILLA
House for rent or sale at Patak
Villa, Soi 8. 3 bedrooms, 2
bathrooms, 2 aircon units.
250sqm with garden near
Chalong Pier. Price for sale: 4.2
million baht. Or can rent at
18,000 baht per month. Tel:
083-389 5080.

KATA HILL HOUSE
for rent. 2 bedrooms, 2 bath-
rooms, living room, kitchen,
cable TV, ADSL, carpark, pan-
oramic view. 15,000 baht per
month. Tel: 081-367 0991.

A LUXURY POOL VILLA
Bang Tao. Laguna area, 500m
to beach. 2 beds, 2 baths, facili-
ties inc spa, gym, cafe &
beachclub. For sale: 13.25 mil-
lion baht or rent: $325 per night.
Tel: 089-475 0636  (English).
Email: paul-knight@live.com

KAMALA ORCHID
RESIDENCE

1 unit consisting of living room,
dining room, kitchen, 2 bed-
rooms, 2 bathrooms and ter-
race. 81sqm swimming pool
with sundecks, fitness room,
spa, bar. (Welcome agency).
Tel: 087-476 5721. For further
please visit http://www.kamala
orchidestate.com

SINO- ARCADE,
KATHU

 3-storey townhouse, 3 bed-
rooms, 3 bathrooms, aircon,
UBC, CCTV, built-in kitchen,
partly furnished. Tel: 076-
346269, 081-240 8924.
Email: josh@pumthaifood
chain.com
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Then hand it to any of our agents.

EXCLUSIVE BUYER'S
AGENT

Let me help you! One free in-
spection. Tel: 076-388309.
Email: inspector@loxinfo.com
For further details, please see
our website at http://www.
homeinspectionsphuket.com

HOTEL IN PHUKET
TOWN

Sinthavee Hotel, 280 rooms.
Rooms between 500 and
1,500 baht per night – fair price
for backpackers! Near mar-
ket area and nightlife. For fur-
ther details, please visit our
website at http://www.sintha
veehotel.com

5,000 BAHT PER
MONTH

room to let. Lake view apartment
in Kathu. Fully furnished rooms
to let with aircon, hot water,
cable TV, free WiFi internet, car
park, quiet area and beautiful
view. Daily or montly. Tel: 076-
202585, 089-196 8449. Email:
lakeviewapartment_phuket@
hotmail.com

KATA BEACH
Southern Fried Rice, top-rated
guesthouse (hostelworld.com
trip advisor). Has availability
during high-peak season, start-
ing from 700 baht. WIFI etc.
Tel: 081-894 8446. Or send
email: sfrkata@hotmail.com
For further details, please see
o u r w e b s i t e a t h t t p : / /
www.souternfriedrice.com

APARTMENT &
ROOM IN PATONG

Apartment for long term
rent. 8,000-20,000 baht per
month. Room from 600-
15,000 baht per night.
Please contact for more in-
formation. Tel: 076-512151,
089-290 9567. Email: info@
brommathaihouse.com For
further details, please see
our website at http://www.
brommathaihouse.com

ROOM IN CHALONG
for rent. 2 bedrooms, 2 bath-
rooms. 6,000 baht per month.
Call after 8pm only. Tel: 081-
091 4494.

EDEN RESORT IN
KARON

sale or rent. 1 bedroom with
separate kitchen and dining
room, fully furnished, ADSL
and satellite TV. Stunning sea
views and large swimming
pool with access to gymna-
sium. Sale 6.5 million baht or
rent for 30,000 baht per
month. Small complex with
big views. Tel: 087-882 9604.
Email: artlpmj@yahoo.com

POOL VILLA NEAR BIS
60,000-100,000 baht per month,
fully furnished, 3-5 br, private
pool. Price neg. Tel: 083-503-
3328, 084-668 6515 (English &
Thai). Fax: 076-239708. Email:
samon08@hotmail.com For
further details, please visit our
website at http://www.grace
gardensphuket.com

ROOMS HILLTOP
SEA VIEW

250 to 1,000 baht per day, long-
term. Patong. Tel: 080-519 1113
(English), 084-611 0212  (Thai).

SEAVIEW KAMALA
FALLS

Brand new fully-furnished 3-bed
apartments, located between
Kamala and Patong. Excellent
seaviews. Available from Decem-
ber 15. Developer: Kamala Falls.
Email: mios@fastmail.net

PATONG LUXURY APT
Center Patong, 1 and 2 bed-
rooms. Tel: 076-341827 or
email for info and photos.
Email: suites247@yahoo.com

FAMILY HOUSE KATHU
New 3 bedroom terrace house
with kitchen extension. Quiet and
safe. Ideal for young children. 10
mins from Tesco, 20 mins from
Patong, 10 mins from Phuket
Town. Photos upon request. Tel:
076-203109, 089-966 1837, 852-
98832956. Email: stuartorr815
@hotmail.com

TOP QUALITY
CONSTRUCTION

ANT Construction Ltd, est 1991
and still going, so we was must
be doing something right. We
pride our selves on top quality
workman’s ship, and have a
highly skilled Thai workforce.
Now open to quote for work for
2010. Tel: 081-8913 466  (En-
glish). Fax: 076-296160. Email:
antc@phuket.ksc.co.th

 SWIMMING POOL
EQUIPMENT

Reposessed pool equipment,
only 4 months old. Complete
package for 80-100m3 pool.0
Includes: Hurlcon TX 1.5 hp pump
= 26,000 baht. Hurlcon FX 1.5 hp
jacuzzi pump = 22,000 baht.
Anpow 32" Media Filter = 32,000
baht. Vitro Clean glass media 200
kgs = 12,000 baht. Control Panel
= 18,000 baht. Auto Chlor SM.30
Salt Chlorinator = 56,000 baht.
Total = 166,600 baht. Will Take
65,000 baht. No offers, Thank
you. Tel: 076-620193, 081-968
2017. Email: admin@mobilepool
doctor.com Please visit our
website: http://www.mobilepool
doctor.com

QUALITY BUILDING
SERVICES

* Built-in
* Architect, construction,
renovations,
* Carpentry, real wood, par-
quet
* Painting
* Tilers
* Sand wash
* Teakwood furniture
* Teakwood sala
And
* Trailer car delivery services
** Fair prices and free esti-
mates given **
** Made to order **

Contact: 087-270 9093
(Thai), 087-689 9679.

(English). Email:
allservices29@gmail.com

KAMALA PHUKET VILLA
2-bed holiday villa for rent
from mid-Dec til mid-Jan.
REF: 210. Tel: 080-699 2436.
Fax: 076-279605. Email:
koakat@gmail.com Please
visit our website at http://
www.kingdomvillarentals.com

Property
Wanted

PHUKET HOME
MAINTENANCE

renovations, house repairs,
painters, tilers, electricians,
plumbers, carpenters, con-
struction. Fluent English
speaking boss. Free quotes
given. Contact Rin. Tel: 084-
1935124. Or send email to:
phukethomemaintenance@
yahoo.com

FREE ADVERTISEMENT
At www.phuketbuyrent.com for
property for sale or rent. Please
contact for more information. Tel:
089-290 1201 (Eng).

PATONG
I am looking to buy ready-to-
build flat land with a sea view.
We require 900sqm but could
buy a maximum of 1,000sqm.
We are prepared to pay a maxi-
mum of 7,000 baht per sqm.
Tel: 084-376 4733 (Thai). Email:
carlo.briola@fredca.com

LOFT STYLE

Kathu. Secure, great loca-
tion, long-term, price
12,500 baht per month.
Tel: 084-850 2926 . Email:
hkmsn@yahoo.com

ANDAMAN ESTIMATE
SERVICES

1. Full building design
2. Estimate budget and BOQ.
3. Make BOQ to secure bank
loans
4. Draw building structure
5. Draw house renovations
6. Fix home building service
Tel: 089-651 3093. Email:
panyakku@hotmail.com

SOLID TEAK DOORS +
WINDOWS

High-end local solid teak doors
and windows with German tech-
nology and fittings! Ready for in-
stallation. Please ask for free
quote! Tel: 082-194 2861  (En-
glish). Fax: 076-325085. Email:
ts-teak@contexphuket.com

JACUZZI (NEW)
FOR SALE

Saphire Jacuzzi, Montego
(Bay) 8 Seats with total of 43
jets and 2-speed blower. Dim:
2,265 x 2,265 x 850 mm. Dry
weight 275 Kg. Operation ca-
pacity 1,350 litres. Price:
470,000 baht. Special price:
290,000 baht ono. Tel: 076-
620193. Email: admin@mo
bilepooldoctor.com Please
visit our website at http://
www.mo bilepooldoctor.com

DAILY / MONTHLY
LUXURY VILLA

2-bedroom for rent in private
grounds with swimming pool
and full Western kitchen.
Plasma TV, beautifully deco-
rated, close to secluded
beaches. 5,000 baht per day.
Tel: 080-038 0755.

SPRAY CEMENT
RENDERING

Building a house and want very
smooth and flat rendered walls?
Our service can deliver. We are
using an imported German spray
machine. Quick, clean and will
not crack. Can render up to
150m2 per day. Tel: 081-891 3466
(English). Fax: 076-296160.
Email: antc@phuket.ksc.co.th

PRO SERVICES AND
RENOVATION

 - Water leaks
- Sanitary
- Sinks
- Grease tanks
- Water heaters
- Sprinklers
- Pressure pumps
- Water treatment
- Piping
- Deep wells
Tel: 081-396 5050. Contact
Data Water Work Ltd Part

SCS HOUSEKEEPER
MANAGEMENT

We are providing cleaning and
care with a five-star service for
less than $10 per hour. Tel: 076-
328071, 089-772 1516. Email:
tpimson@hotmail.com

EUROPEAN
FURNITURE

Household items from A-Z.
Used but in good condition.
Tel: 089-650 3160. Email:
carwash_phuket@hotmail.com

SHARP MICROWAVE
White, Sharp microwave, 800w.
Used only 2 months. New: 5,000
baht; will sell now for 2,500. In-
cludes cook book (Thai). Tel: 081-
891 6375  (English & Thai). Email:
paul-knight@live.com

SOFA BED
Vanilla cream and black sofa
bed, 1.8 meters. Nearly new,
used only 2 months. New :5,000
baht; will sell now for 2,500. Tel:
081-891 6375  (English & Thai).
Email: paul-knight@live.com

21 INCH SAMSUNG TV
with remote control. Excellent
condition. New: 8,500 baht; will
sell for 2,200. Tel: 089-475
0636  (English). Email: paul-
knight@live.com

INDEX SOFA BED
Vintage Bi-Cast, black. W:
112.5 x D: 198.5 x H: 89.8cm.
New value: 9,900 baht; will sell
for 6,900. Very good condition
(same as new). Tel: 084-306-
1888 (English). Email: havana
33139@hotmail.com

INTERIOR
FINISHING WORK

Interior design, finishing
work for new projects and
renovations. Full range of
services from basic con-
struction to furniture and in-
terior design solutions for
property developers and
home owners in Phuket.
Professional team of archi-
tects and sub-trades.
Design and build Phuket.
com. Contact Joe Raess.
Tel: 081-968 3221. Email:
joe@thevillasoverlooking
layan.com Please visit our
website at: http://www.
designandbuildphuket.
com
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Boats & Marine

BOAT HULL/MERCURY/
DINGHY

10-meter plywood hull (speed-
boat project not completed).
150,000 baht
– 40HP Mercury Sea Pro.
Many new parts, ready to run.
75,000 baht
– 3.5m dinghy. 20,000 baht or
best offer! Tel: 081-968 3118
(English & Thai), 081-271 3228
(English & Thai). Or email:
moodiving@yahoo.com

OUTBOARDER
YAMAHA

5hp, 2.5 years old, newly ser-
viced. 22,500 baht. Tel: 081-892
0750

55 FOOT CATAMARAN
6 huge double cabins, center
cockpit, 105sqm sail area. 2.2
million baht. Tel: 087-461 8089.

KINGS CUP REGATTA
Experience the cup on a 17m
luxurious sailing yacht. Be there
to watch all the action. Please
call Tommy. Tel: 081-158 7405.

SWAN 42, 1982
Huge sail wardrobe for racing or
cruising. $150,000. For further
details. Tel: 084-842 6146.
Please see our website at http:/
/www.boatshedphuket.com

SEALING 260, 1995
300hp, Mercruiser diesel.
1,750,000 baht. For further
details. Tel: 084-842 6146.
please see our website at http:/
/www.boatshedphuket.com

TASMAN 9.7, 2004
Twin 130hp Volvo diesels, beau-
tifully varnished wood finish. For
further details. Tel: 084-842-
6146. please see our website
at http://www.boatshedphuket.
com

SELLING YOUR BOAT?
With 70 offices wordwide and
more than 300,000 registered
customers. Call Alan on 084-
842 6146. Try www.boatshed
phuket.com "The no sale no
fee brothers".

65 FOOT POWER
CATAMARAN

6 double cabins, 2 saloons,
huge space, wood-composite,
14,000 euros. Tel: 087-461-
8089.

INTREPID 390 SPORT
Kevlar GRP Sportfisher yacht,
3x250HP Mariner EFI out-
boards, 40+ knots. 5 KVA gen-
erator, aircon, sleeps 4 bath-
room, elec toilet, full galley ,mi-
crowave, fridge, sink. Asking
2.2 milion baht. Tel: 081-842
3961. Email: gerrit.bijlsma@
planet.nl

BENETEAU CYCLADES
50.4

Ready to go, all-purpose sailing
boat for quick profitable busi-
ness! Tropical sailing, large
fixed bimini, sprayhood, fan in
every cabin, solar panels and
dinghy davit. Equipped for char-
ter, but never chartered. Ready
to start the new charter season.
Yanmar 110hp. 1000L water +
450L diesel. Dinghy: 3.10m
heavy duty + 8hp outboard
Yamaha. Enjoy sailing! Visit
www.tamata-phuket.com
Price 225,000 Euro. Tel: 086-
273 4149.

CLASSIC YACHT
NEEDS CAPTAIN

Experienced sailor to look after
and maintain a 50' wooden
sloop - 'work for sailing'. Contact
for more information at Email:
pontificator2000@yahoo.com

REGAL 3560 2004
Immaculate condition. Low
hours. US$250,000. Please
see our web site at. www.boat
shedphuket.com

SALE: MV SEA OF
FANTASY II

– MV Sea of Fantasy II (former
MV Nam Sai) immediately
available for sale or rent. 25
meters long, 5.3 meters wide,
built in October 2006.
– Registered and insured to
Oct 2010.
– Capacity: 70 guests + 5
crew.
– Shipyard overhaul in Oct
2009.
– Similan Park License till Nov
2010.
– 3 compressors (900 l/min),
80 aluminum tanks & weights.
– 2 x Hino V 25 10-cylinder die-
sels.
– 2 generators (20 Kw + 30
Kw).
– 12 knots cruising speed.
Tel: 081-787 4043  (English),
081-882 5069  (Thai). For more
details. Email: wolly.woerner@
gmail.com

7M RIB 225HP NEW!
2009, never used, Merc 225,
galvanized dual axle trailer, all
equipment, Bimini. 12 pax,
CE, 60 knots. Two available in
Kamala. Super price at 890,000
baht. More info by phone. Tel:
084-699 2618. Email: emanuel.
par@gmail.com

MARINE PLYWOOD
BS1088

We have marine plywood, Brit-
ish Standard 1,088, in 15mm,
9mm and 6mm for sale. Best
for boat building or for sub-layer
on laminate flooring. Tel: 087-
265 9977 (English & Thai).
Email: jimmys@loxinfo.co.th

YACHT CHARTER

Sunseeker Manhattan 58.
One-day tour: 110,000
baht +. Price includes cap-
tain, crew, cook, snorkel-
ing & fishing equipment.
Tel: 076-238976. Email:
sales@sunnav.com For
further details, please see
our website at http://www.
sunnav.com
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Island Job Mart

Looking for a job?
Looking for a better candidate?

Find more Recruitment Classifieds at www.PhuketGazette.Net!

MASSAGE - MAID
Good pay. Thai lady wanted to
give daily massage to 70-year-
old American and take care of
house in Chalong. Email:
ltnesneg@aol.com

PATONG RESTAURANT
seek experienced cook as
partner. Tel: 087-267 7965.
Email: ric.ddd@gmail.com

OFFICE STAFF
WANTED

Must have some experience.
Computer skills needed.
Must talk Thai and English.
Please contacy for more in-
formation. Tel: 084-443 5983.

COOK/ BOAT GIRL
wanted for unique small charter
yacht. If you are English speak-
ing, 25+ with experience and
reference. Tel: 083-102 7801.

STAFF WANTED
English speaking girl for recep-
tion in a Patong guesthouse.
Tel: 087-4710 033.

BOOKKEEPER /
OFFICE ASSISTANT

English speaking Thai national
bookkeeper/office assistant re-
quired on the beautiful, quiet is-
land of Koh Jum at Koh Jum
Beach Villas, a resort commu-
nity of luxury private homes, open
all year. Experience in Excel and
MS office, please. Opportunity for
advancement. Tel: 084-773 2792,
083-330 0747  (English). Email:
info@kohjumbeachvillas.com
For further details, please see
our website at http://www.
kohjumbeachvillas.com

2 ENGLISH SPEAKING
LADIES

Morning & afternoon work - must
have own motorbike or car. Tel:
083-102 8922  (English). Email:
gregmackay67@hotmail.com

SALES NEEDED
Female, good English. Show-
room in Rawai. More details call
Khun Kob. Tel: 081-658 5962.

ACCOUNTANT
Thai nationals wanted. Fluent
English, computer skills and re-
sults oriented. Candidate must be
knowledgeable in all goverment
reports. Salary 15 to 18,000 baht
per month plus service charge.
Position available now. Forward
CV via email. Tel: 076-333222,
086-604 1333  (English). Email:
sales@ccbloomshotel.com

FOOD STAFF, PATONG
Need good staff to sell food in
Patong at NIGHT. Starting time
is 8pm. GOOD SALARY. Tel:
085-158 7638  (English & Thai).
Email:pierre_hammar@yahoo.
com

HOUSEKEEPER /
BOAT HOSTESS

An expat couple is seeking
someone to be a house-
keeper for their villa in Surin
Beach and hostess on their
boat. Duties include clean-
ing of the villa and boat and
acting as boat hostess for
day or overnight trips. You
must have good English and
the highest professional
standards, and you must
not get seasick. Salary:
10,000 to 20,000 baht per
month. Tel: 081-271 3211
(English). Or send email :
sonya_norris@yahoo.
com.au

EXPERIENCED BOAT
BUILDER

part time. Needed to assist in
building a cruiser from plywood
coated with fiberglass. Hours
are flexible. Located close to
Chalong pier. Full-time boat
builders also needed for those
positions. English is not re-
quired. Please call Gunnar
between 9 and 12 am. Tel: 089-
287 4007.

PROJECT
CO-ORDINATOR

Non profit organization. Right To
Play seeks Thai with fluent En-
glish, computer literate, training
and experience to work on
education program. Email:
bdronkers@righttoplay.com

RECEPTIONIST
for beautiful guesthouse in
Karon. Thai national. Please
contact for more information.
Tel: 086-271 8254. Email:
ninapartments@hotmail.com

MAID
Live out maid wanted for
cleaning outdoor areas and
garden for private villa. Must
have experience looking after
dogs & cats and will be re-
quired to stay in villa to look
after pets when the owners
are traveling. Must have good
English. Very good salary for
the right person. Tel: 081-271
3211 (Eng l i sh ) . Ema i l :
sonya_norris@yahoo.com.au

SENIOR ACCOUNTANT
Wanted immediately for ac-
counting company located in
Cherng Talay. Tel: 089-488 8929
(English).  Fax: 076-620198.
Email: tri@cpag.co.th

TSBA ASSOCIATES
REQUIRED

Sell businesses in Phuket. Ex-
perience unnecessary, full
training given. Contact Phil. Tel:
087-034 0568  (English). Email:
phil@tsba.info

SECRETARY TO
DIRECTOR SALES

Dive Supply Co Ltd Phuket is
one of the leading distributors
and wholesalers, and exporter of
big brand scuba and watersport
equipment in Southeast Asia.
We are looking for a Thai national
to work as secretary" to the Di-
rector of Sales and Marketing.
Email: info@divesupply.com For
further details, please see our
webs i t e a t h t t p : / /www.
divesupply.com / jobs

SALES CENTER
POSITION

Rapidly growing company seeks
sales center agents for multiple
products. Fluent English speak-
ers only – any nationality. Earn-
ings of 50,000 baht per month
possible. Must be sales-oriented
and web proficient. Foreign na-
tionals must hold a Bachelor's
degree. Tel: 087-8858 622.
Email: cstrach@gmail.com

CAMERON HANSEN
GALLERY

Full time and part time sales
staff now required in Patong
and Kata. Nice working en-
vironment, great salary and
commissions for the right
person. The position is open
to Thai and Philippine nation-
als, and English speaking
skills are necessary. Tel:
089-646 8580. Email:
cameronjhansen@yahoo.
co.uk Please visit our web-
site at http://www.cameron
hansen.net

2 SWEDISH
RESTAURANTS

in Bang Tao Beach, open all
year. Two chefs wanted to cook
farang food and 4 waitresses.
Good spoken English required
and good salary for experi-
enced candidates. Contact
Michael. Tel: 081-787 3167.

HANDYMAN WANTED
Full time, flexible, Thai national.
Tel:  081-537 6866.

NEED AN HONEST
COUPLE

To work at the house as a main-
tenance guy and a maid. Live
in. Tel: 081-926 3286.

NANNY FOR CHILD
Looking for a full time live-out
nanny. English speaking and
experience with children re-
quired. Please contact Maria.
Tel: 082-288 3128  (English).
Email: maria.wilewski@gmail.
com

STAFF WANTED
English speaking girl for recep-
tion in a Patong guesthouse.
For more information.Tel: 087-
471 0033.

BANG TAO TROPICAL
RESIDENCE

We are currently outsourcing
for management position and
staff. We are looking for 20 to
30 energetic young individuals
to join our working team in our
new Condo Hotel in Phuket.
Please contact for more infor-
mation. Tel: 076-261772, 083-
522 2089  (English & Thai). For
further details, please see our
website at: http://www.bangtao
tropicalresidence.com
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Island Job Mart

Gazette Online Classif ieds – 10,000 readers every day!

OFFICE MANAGER
For a fast growing real estate
developer requiring excellent En-
glish skills, computer literate,
must have own transportation.
Career opportunity with salary
plus commissions. Thai nation-
als send resume to email:
soidatamail@gmail.com

BEAUTICIAN /
MASSAGE LADY

Experienced lady for wax and
massage needed in Rawai.
Tel: 076-388581, 084-442
5290  (English & Thai). Email:
dejaco@cscoms.com

OFFICE MANAGER / PA
CHALONG

Chalong-based health product
manufacturer seeking Office
Manager/PA. Aged 20-30,must
speak good English, computer
skills, some accounting experi-
ence, own transport, references
from past employers, experience
with exporting preferred. Good
salary & benefits. Send resume
with photo to tiso@email.com

FINE ART GALLERY
SALES

Full and part time positions
now available in Phuket and
Samui. Applicants must
have a good understanding
of ENGLISH, be self-moti-
vated and posses a willing-
ness to learn. Thai and for-
eign applicants welcome
good salary and commis-
sion on offer for the right
people. Full training is pro-
vided. For more addtional
details please contact at tel:
089-731 6814 (English).
Email: cameronjhansen@
yahoo.co.uk

TELEPHONE
MARKETING

Suits either Thai national edu-
cated overseas or native English
speaker. Good rates of pay: both
basic and commission. Must be
willing to work hard, able to handle
rejection. Full training given.
Please contact for more
info.Tel: 080-524- 9913.
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Tout, Trader & Trumpet

Articles
For Sale

Classified ads are charged per line. Each line is 120 baht,

with a minimum of 4 lines (heading included) per ad.

All advertising must be paid for in advance.

Deadline for Property Gazette page: Friday 3 pm.

Deadline for all other ads: Saturday 12 noon.

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_| (heading)

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

Classified Advertisements

Please use this form to write your classified advertisement.

Then hand it to any of our agents.

Bulletins

Business
Opportunities

ERIC CLAPTON
signed and framed guitar, 1st
pressing slowhand LP and
more. 150,000 baht. Tel: 082-
807 2988.

PICNIC BENCHES
(NEW)

Two brand new picnic benches.
Not used even once. 248 x 139
x 89cm. One for 8,000 baht or
both for 14,000. Free delivery in
Phuket area. Call or mail for fur-
ther info. Tel: 086-197 2571 (En-
glish). Email: porebar@gmail.
com

BAGLESS VACUUM
CLEANER

Electrolux zac 6,707 war-
ranty till 11/06/2010. New
6,000 baht, now 2,500
baht. Colour: red/white.
Tel: 076-319560, 084-441
3871  (English & Thai).
Email: sawasdee-khrap
@hotmail.com

LLADRO FIGURINE
Tahitian Dancing Girls, #0100
1498. It's 11.75 inches, retired
1995, hand painted. DF file
available by email. Very slight
damage to 2 fingers on 1 hand.
40,000 baht ono. Tel: 081-895-
7727 (English). Email: info@
axiominvestments.com

MUSIC COLLECTION
MP3 collection, over 30,000
tracks tagged. Comes on
250GB, USB drive. 31,000
baht. Email: philsim96@gmail.
com

TENNIS RACKET
Yonex RQ IS. Used only 3
times. Price: 4,500 baht.
Please contact for more infor-
mation. Tel: 087-265 8779.
Email: weutschi 62@gmx.at

HALF PRICE FISH TANK
Fish tank for sale cheap, half
of new price. Comes with
steel stand. L: 153cm, W:
45cm, H: 55cm. Located in
Phuket Town, near Morning
Star School. Call Harry for ap-
pointment. Tel: 087-272 8128.
Email: eric@insurance-in-
thailand.com

DOOR BEER FRIDGE
Perfect condition, only 3
months old, bought in Makro
for 19,500 baht. Sell for 10,000
baht. Reason for sale: need 2
doors. Tel: 082-277 4568.

INTERNET DOMAIN
NAMES FOR SALE

www.kamala.asia
www.karon.asia
www.nanaplaza.asia
and more. Unique opportunity.

MUST SELL

Antique carved saloon
table. 80 years old. Normal
price: 95,000 baht sell
now for 75,000 baht. Tel:
081-891 7742. SILENT

COMPRESSOR
Made in Europe, many uses
medical, dental, industrial.
Price 10,000 baht, new price
100,000 baht. Tel: 081-892-
4804. Website: www.safe
wayasia.com

TWIN CORDLESS
PHONES

Reach cordless digital en-
hanced telephone with caller
ID function. CL-33501DM twin
handsets. 1,500 baht. Tel: 083-
550 2432 (English). Email:
erindadswell@hotmail.com

CONTEMPORARY
DINING

table, glass and steel. Size:
110cm x 190cm. Price: 25,000
baht. Tel: 089-500 8357.

FRAMED CROSS-
STITCH PICTURES

Three beautiful, large, framed,
hand-made cross-stitch pic-
tures in matching frames. Two
@ 8,500 baht (Thai dancers)
and one @ 10,500 baht (Na-
ture scene). Please contact me
for more details and pictures.
Tel: 087-897 3497 (English &
Thai). Email: catch22phuket
@gmail.com

JIGSAW PUZZLES
1) The Battle of Trafalgar
by Thomas Whitcombe:
1,000 pieces, 102cm x
35cm. Price: 350 baht.
2) One of the family by F.
G. Cotman: 1,500 pieces,
88cm x 58cm. Price: 450
baht.
No missing pieces. Tel:
076-388874, 086-940
2111 (English), 087-270
7698 (Thai). Email: tom_
woods6@hotmail.com

DESK HUNDRED
PERCENT WOOD

12,000 baht. Call to see.
Tel: 086-274 6511.

USED BUILDING EQUIP
Welding plant: 3,000 baht. 2
wood planners 110v, 2 wood
saws 110v, 1 heavy duty trans-
former 220-110v: 7,000 baht
ONO. Tel: 076-383478, 082-
416 0150 (English). Email:
ar3687@gmail.com

FLATSCREEN TV
BARGAIN!

Brand new Samsung 40". Black
square, only 4 months old and
barely used. Bought 36,000 baht,
will let it go for 26,000 Don't miss
this deal! Email: phuketbeach
@me. com

40" SAMSUNG
LCD TV

LA 40S8 Samsung. New price:
49,990 baht. Now asking
29,990 baht. Tel: 076-319560,
084-441 3871 (English &
Thai). Email: sawasdee-khrap
@hotmail.com

FRAMED CROSS-
STITCH PICTURES

Three beautiful, large, framed,
hand-made cross-stitch pic-
tures in matching frames. Two
@ 8,500 baht (Thai dancers)
and one @ 10,500 baht (Na-
ture scene). Please contact me
for more details and pictures.
Tel: 087-897 3497 (English &
Thai). Email: catch22phuket
@gmail.com

Articles
Wanted

NEED CEMENT MIXER
In good working condition.
Please contact for more infor-
mation. Tel: 089-594 4067.

Audio/Video
Equipment

FESTIVAL ON THE
BEACH

There is going to be a festival at
Lo Paret Village on Koh Yao
Yai on December 19. This is a
good chance to experience a
real Thai cultural event not
aimed at tourists. Email:
yama.antaka@gmail.com

SPONSOR
a needy child. The Phuket In-
ternational Women’s Club is
a volunteer organization rais-
ing funds for educational
scholarships. We rely on the
goodwill of donors and spon-
sors – small and large. If you
would like to put something
back into the community in
which you live, contact us to
find out more about giving a
prize or being a sponsor.
Contact Carol (Tel: 087-417
8860) or Sue (Tel: 087-277-
6948). Or Email: info@
phuketiwc.com

FRONT BAR NEW
TIGER

Very good price. 1.6 million
baht. 4-year contract. Open 1
Dec 2009. Tel: 081-958 6224.

INTERNET AND TRAVEL
AGENCY

for sale. Excellent location, 1
minute from Bangla Road in
Soi Sansabai. Recently refur-
bished, plus all new decoration
and furniture. Business and
shop. Ready to go. Tel: 089-
544 3555. Email: farfar1979@
hotmail.com

RESTAURANT/BAR/
BAKERY

This unique and smartly
decorated restuaurant is
for sale or lease. Estab-
lished in 2005 and listed
in the luxe guide.154
sqm with seating for 50,
large bar, fully outfitted
kitchen, LCD's for sports.
Owner is moving and
looking to sell or lease.
Will consider financing. 9-
year lease. Tel: 087-277
0240. Email: robertjfalls
@hotmail.com

ITALIAN
RESTAURANT

PATONG
Fully equipped and fur-
nished. Perfect opportunity
for start up interception
Kata / Karon - New Road
owner relocating. Tel: 083-
639 4509 (English). Email:
a_praphut@yahoo.com

THAI-STYLE
RESTAURANT

Busy location in Rawai, all year
trade, all equipment and build-
ing, staff, accommodation.
Sale 1.5 million baht. Land
lease 6,000 per month. Tel:
086-594 4521.

NEW RESTAURANT
WITH TERRACE

in Chalong. Next to Home-
mart. 750,000 baht. Tel:
082-420 3134. Email: paul.
phuket@gmail.com

OFFICE IN PATONG
 for rent. 240 Rat-U-Thit 200 Pee
Rd. Furnished, includes tele-
phone line and internet, 3-year
lease, 25,000 baht per month.
In T-Son-Sine guesthouse. Tel:
083-173 6521. Email: mk@
ksmediaverlag.de

KATA GUESTHOUSE
Poolside, kitchen, bar, lounge,
7 studios. 1 million baht per
year. Tel: 081-091 8908. Email:
giepp969@hotmail.com

SHOP / OFFICE SPACE
4mx8m, main road in Rawai,
10m from entrance to Evason
hotel. 10,000 baht per month.
Tel: 081-415 4883 (English &
Thai). Email: robinkhap@
gmail.com

SHOP PATONG NO KEY
MONEY

Shop opposite Cabana Hotel
and immigration on Beach
Road. 3-year lease. Rent 37,000
baht per month ono. Tel: 081-958
6741 (English & Thai), 089-588
2392 (Thai). Email: PODA2000
@HOTMAIL.COM

SHOP HOUSE
IN KATHU

for rent 3 floors, fully fur-
nished. Apartment ready to
move in. 28,000 baht per
month. Tel: 081-432 6587.

600,000 BAHT
GUESTHOUSE

Located on Patong Nanai
Rd/Banzaan Rd, next to 7-
Eleven. 3 rooms with fans,
3 a/c rooms, beauty salon
at bottom, separate en-
trance to room. 90,000
deposit, no key money.
Rent 34,500 baht, 3 years
lease left. Contact Mats or
Tab. Tel: 081-787 2573,
085-795 2101.

SONY PLAYSTATION 3
3 games, controller, brand new
still in box. Asking 22,000 baht
obo. Tel: 089-834 3276. Email:
mgalas@yahoo.com

GARMIN GPSMAP
60CX

Color map navigator, pre-loaded
with marine charts. One year
young, never used. New Price
25,000 baht, make an offer. Tel:
081-077 3307. Email: sudeckh
@web.de

RESTAURANT EQUIP
FOR SALE

Nayati 4 burner w/Oven and
Deep fryer (Nayati NGF 4-75:
15l). Double kwali range Nayati
NGK 15-90 Charbroiler, Nayati
NGCB 8-75Convection oven,
Nayati NEC 740 (2.6 kW) plus
shelving, worktables etc! Build
a great kitchen for your restau-
rant. Willing to sell at a greatly
discounted price. For complete
list.Tel: 087-720 9833. Email:
Narttaya1@yahoo.com

Bar &
Restaurant
Equipment

QUALITY AMP +
SPEAKERS

Cambridge Audio A5 amplifier
and Celestion F10 speakers.
Excellent condition. 7,500
baht. Tel: 081-561 3482 (En-
glish). Email: peter__curtis
@hotmail.com
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THAI SUNSHINE
BUSINESS
ADVISORS
Businesses

For Sale
Busy bar off Bangla

Road.
2.5 million baht.

16-room Guesthouse
Karon Beach.

4.2 million baht.
Restaurant/ Pizzeria

with
bar in Patong.

6.9 million baht.
Boutique Guesthouse

with bar. 2.5 million baht.
Classy designer ladies

beachwear shop
Reduced for a quick
Sale 1.8 million baht.

Established restaurant/
bar

Bangla Road, Patong.
4.5 million baht.

Indian & multi-cuisine
restaurant/bar.
1.4 million baht.
Choice of 2 bars

in the new Tiger Disco
complex

3.2 million baht & 2.1
million baht.

To find more choices
of businesses for sale

please visit our
website

at www.tsba.info
Existing Business

Owners
Looking To Sell

We find interested
clients for you !

Email all enquiries to
ference@tsba.info
Tel: 086-268 6090.

RESTAURANT/BAR

Nanai Rd, close to Banzan
Rd. Price 800,000 baht,
cheaper if quick deal. Rent
10,000 baht. 1-year lease.
Option for extension. Con-
tact Mats or Tab. Tel: 081-
787 2573, 085-795 2101.

BAR KATA BEACH
Very nice bar/pub in Kata for
quick sale. Email: chilligarden
@hotmail.com

LARGE LAUNDRY IN
PATONG

for sale. All machines are new,
good staff, clients secured,
guaranteed earning. Call Nok at
084-307 5755.

GUESTHOUSE KAMALA
Bar and restaurant, 4 rooms,
staff, apartment, aircon, safes,
UBC, cable set up already for
high season. 1.8 million baht
ono. Tel: 089-971 6120.

UNIQUE PROPERTY
INVESTMENT

Invest 5-20 million baht in a
unique residential property
being developed in Nai Harn for
a high return. Tel: 085-792
0908.

ENTRANCE TO LAGUNA
STORE

Located next to a Queen Air
Tour Agency and 7-eleven
(opening soon). Rent: 13,000
baht per month plus key
money. Email: kornkamonat
21@yahoo.com

KATA BEACH
Top-rated guesthouse (500
m2), Chanote, 4 min walk to
beach. Business investment
opportunity. Tel: 081-894 8446.

MASSAGE SHOP
FOR SALE

New shop in Soi Sansabai.
Good location. Call Tel: 081-
958- 6224.

BAR FOR SALE
Near beach at D.S. Plaza.
Fully furnished, a great loca-
tion. Tel: 084-944 2404.

GUEST HOUSES FOR
SALE PATONG

We've got them.
1. Budget? 6 rooms: 6.5 million
baht.
2. 7 large rooms: 11 million
baht.
3. 6 rooms + 1 shop rented: 13
million baht.
4. 6 apts furnished: 16.5 million
baht.
5. New, 8 rooms: 17.5 million
baht.
6. 18 rooms or apts: 23 million
baht.
Call Frank today at Real Pro
Co Ltd, 86 Nanai Rd, Patong.
Tel: 084-078 2753. Email:
info.realpro@gmail.com

BAR IN SOI
CROCODILE

Star Bar in busy Soi Crocodile
for sale. Price: 2,500,000 baht
(negotiable). Two years remain-
ing on rental contract. Star Bar
used by Thomas Cook, Tui Fly,
Nova Air and Jet X airline and
ground crew. Reason for selling:
tired and relocating back home.
Great opportunity for someone
with a good business mind. Tel:
080-382 0459 (English), 089-
871 8663 (Thai). Email: david
hnelson@hotmail.com

SICK & TIRED OF BAR
BUSINESS

 A healthful, professional,
prestigous, everlasting small
business that brings life back
to you in thailand. Tel: 076-
341774, 080-525 3913. Email:
Info@shelldiving.com

INTERNET SHOP
for sale in Patong. Good price,
small rental. All equipment in-
cluded. Tel: 089-592 7102.

GOOD BUSINESS
for sale. Automatic carwash.
2.5 million baht only. Quick
sale. Email: carwash_phuket
@hotmail.com

BAR FOR SALE
NANAI RD

Pool table, fully stocked, 20-
month lease. Rent: 10,000
baht. Sale: 450,000 baht. Tel:
084-852 0862.

PARTNERSHIP OR BAR
SALE

in Bangla road, Soi Eric. For info
please contact. Tel: 087-264
8952.

EQUITY INVESTMENT
REQUEST

A foreign-managed develop-
ment company based on
Phuket is seeking direct eq-
uity investors for its latest
project NAVEENONE -
RAWAI. Business plan avail-
able. Investment required is
US$ 6.6 million. A high return
on investment is forecast.
For more information, don’t
hesitate to contact us. Tel:
076-381992, 089-971 0928
(English). Email: dir@naveen
development.eu Websites at:
http://www.Naveenone.eu

3 UNITS IN PATONG
Good place for a restaurant or
a bar. For more information,
please call at the number: 087-
273 4857.

GUESTHOUSE DEALS
PATONG

Looking for a guesthouse
lease? Call Real Pro today for
a showing. 1) 5 rooms. Rent
30,000, price 1,400,000. 2) 8
rooms + internet shop. Rent
42,700, price 2,500,000. 3. 17
rooms. Rent 125,000! Price
1,500,000! 4. 10 rooms + res-
taurant + beach! rent 150,000,
price 3,300,000. 5. 20 apart-
ments! Rent 110,000! Price
3,200,000! 6. 20 rooms, eleva-
tor. Rent 165,000, price
2,700,000. Contact Frank,
Real Pro Co Ltd. 86 Nanai Rd,
Patong. Tel: 076-345238, 084-
078 2753 (English). Email:
info.realpro@gmail.com

1.5M BIG BAR
TIGER PATONG

This is the biggest bar right
on the road of the new Tiger
Disco complex. For that
new BIG bar I'm asking:
– 2.8 million baht and
25,000 baht per month for a
4-year contract; or
– 2 million and 25,000 per
month for a 3-year contract;
or
– 1.5 million and 25,000 for
a 2-year contract.
I can, if needed, propose a
payment plan for a 4-year
contract with 50% of the key
money paid on signature
and 50% over 12 months
with interest at 7%, or over
24 months with interest at
10%. Tel: 089-544 3555
(English & Thai). Email:
lhamelin@ifrance.com

BUSY RESTAURANT
for sale in Patong. Good loca-
tion, no key money, low rent, 3-
year lease. Only 1 million baht.
Tel: 082-279 3630. Email:
shelmax52@yahoo.com

DIVECENTER FOR
SALE

11-year-old divecenter for sale
in Kata. Tel: 076-333043, 085-
478 5955 (English). Email:
info@oceanicdivecenter.com
Website at http://www.oceanic
divecenter.com

TAKE OVER A
BOUTIQUE

Classy and elegant boutique at
entrance to Laguna Phuket.
Next to Thai Airways Tour Agent
or 1,200,000 baht. Or key
money of 400,000 baht. Email:
korn kamonat21@yahoo.com

BUSINESS FOR SALE
500,000

Internet cafe and guesthouse. 15
computers and 2 sets of teak
wood furniture in rooms. Located
at 42/2 Moo 4 Taina Rd,Karon,
Phuket. 500,000 baht. Contact
K. Yupha Tel 089-4719712, 087-
885 7947 (English). Email:
dawyth@gmail.com For further
details, please see our website
at http://www.grezchai.com

SHOP FOR SALE
in Kata near bar zone. Very

nice shop for sale at 380,000
baht and 6,000 baht per
month. Contact Kim. Tel:
080-148 3034, 081-677

9602.

RESTAURANT FOR
SALE / LEASE

Pasta n Noodle in Kata/
Karon area. Owner relocat-
ing. Tel: 076-344922, 081-
892 6829  (English & Thai).
Email: jctailor@loxinfo.co.th
Please see our website :
http://www.bluewater
phuket.com

Business

Products &

Services

LOW COST AIR
TICKETS

from Phuket.
Call The Flight Experts!!

PHUKET TRAVEL
COMPANY.com

Tel: 076-345 326, 087-
282 5086.

English speaking staff.
Email:

info@phukettravel
company.com

Or visit our website
www.phukettravel

company.com
Or call into our office at
74/29 Soi Banzhan,

Nanai Road.
TAT License number 34/

00365

SIAM PHYSICAL
THERAPY

clinic. Any kind of muscu.
and sporting injury, we
can make you better. For
appointment, please con-
tact. Tel: 081-423 6569.
E m a i l :
kalayanee25@yahoo.com

MEDIA &
MARKETING
SERVICES

Phuket Creation
Desigh for your identity
- Logo
- Brochure
- Business card
- Web design
- Signage
- Presentation
- Photo
- Corperate identity
Tel: 086-953 1706. Email:
phuketcreation@gmail.
com

WEB DESIGN
An interesting website helps
your business. Contact via by
email: extra_sp@hotmail.
com Please visit our
Website: www.designby
concept.net

SIGN/ MEDIA/
ADVERTISING

Please contact K.Pu at:
086-698 6544. Email:
iamtontan@hotmail.com

TEACHER TRAINING
TEFL TTT Language
School. 120hr interna-
tional. Ministry of Educa-
tion Visa. Tel: 076-280869,
089-6478 519. For further
details, please see our
website at http://www.ttt-
tefl.com

BAR FOR SALE KATA
Included 2 bedrooms, 1 kitchen,
no key money. 130,000 baht.
Tel: 085-275 9147.

FAB-EVENT PLANNER
A full service and all-inclusive
wedding planning and event
consulting firm. Contact K.
Sivakon. Tel: 086-403 9076.
Email: yai@fab-event.com

GAMEFISHING
BUSINESS

Comes with fully-equipped boat
and company with 2 work per-
mits. Tel: 086-124 7528 (En-
glish). Email: phuketdorado
@hotmail.com See http://
www.phuket-fishing.com
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Club
Membership
Available

Personals

BUDS NURSERY
KINDER GARTEN

Phuket oldest bi-lingual inter-
national child care facility.
High quality time proven
schedule and curriculum. Ex-
perienced native English
teachers to teach ages 1½ -
6. Mon-Fri 8am - 5pm. Bus
service available from Patong,
Karon, Kata, Phuket, Rawai
and Chalong. Tel: 076-282
232, 080-624 7060. Website:
www.buds -phuket.com

WEAVING
BY HAND

100% hand made (OTOP) prod-
ucts made from Krajood. Email:
extra_sp@hotmai l .com
Website at http://www.thai
shop.in.th /extraboom

LIFE WITH NO TATTOO
We can remove your tattoos
easily. Please see our website
at http://www.tattoo-delete.info

LAGUNA GOLF
MEMBERSHIP

Laguna Family Golf Member-
ship: 550,000 baht including
transfer fee. Tel: +39-329-922
1247 (English). Email: cdmorrison
2001@yahoo.co.uk

Computers

ONE MONTH'S
GYM MEMBERSHIP
at PRM for sale. Must be
used by December 31.
Worth 3, 000 baht baht.
Will sell for 2, 000 baht
ono. All proceeds go to
the Soi Dog foundation.
Tel: 089-522 7266.

ENGLISH
COMPUTERMAN

Sales, Service, Repairs.
WLAN & Internet specialty.
Also web design. Tel: 076-
288654, 084-625 7744. Email:
computermanphuket@
gmail.com

Fitness
Equipment

GYM EQUIPMENT
Kata beach for sale. Only
380,000 baht. Email: chilli
garden@hotmail.com

Personal
Services

HOME GYM
EQUIPMENT

Exercise @ home with this
curved sit-up bench. Almost
new. Paid 3,500 baht; will sell
for 1,800. Tel: 081-891 6375
(English & Thai). Email: paul-
knight@live.com

DUMBELLS
SET+INCLINE BENCH

13 pairs on 3 tiers, 5.5kg–
35kg. Very good condition. In-
cline Bench included. Worth
65,000 baht, but asking only
40,000. Tel: 086-270 9970 (En-
glish), 084-841 3511. Email:
davestacey16@hotmail.com

DEEP TISSUE BODY
Work on: triggerpoints, struc-
tural alignment therapy. Low
price. Tel: 087-331 7045.

LEARN TO SWIM
Beginner to imtermediate.
Individual or group classes.
Contact Martyn. Tel 084-
308 0827 Email: info@ufit-
thailand.com Website:
www.ufit-thailand.com

LEARN THAI AT HOME
Charming Thai lady teacher
gives Thai lessons at your
home. Full course with conver-
sation practice and home study
material. Beginners or more
advanced. Tel: 081-797 1497.
Email: churee77@hotmail.com

MASSAGE AT HOME
We come to your house. Thai
massage: 2 hours for 300 baht.
Oil massage: 2 hours for 400
baht. Tel: 080-612 0674.

SINGLE FARANG MALE
Attractive, romantic and true
gentleman seeking a cute Thai
lady for love and care. Email:
ackroydee@yahoo.com

LOVE AT SEA?
Genuinely seeking farang fe-
male, age 30-40, fit and fun
like me, for sailing, adventure
and hopefully romance. Pics
of my yacht (and me) avail-
able. Tel: 081-894 7366.
Email: mail@andyalford.
com

BACKGAMMON
Retired Businessman
looking for Backgammon
Players in Phuket. Tel:
081-577 8443.

Pets

POMERANIAN
Male, two months old, blue
color, TOA cup-size for sale.
Very nice and intelligent, photo
available upon request. Tel:
076-226518, 084-991 6654.
Email: sotiya@hotmail.com
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Rentals
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Please use this form to write your classified advertisement.

Classified ads are charged per line. Each line is 120 baht,
with a minimum of 4 lines (heading included) per ad.

All advertising must be paid for in advance.

Wheelsheelsheelsheelsheels & Motorsotorsotorsotorsotors

TOYOTA CORONA
125,000 BAHT

Power steering, power win-
dows, service record avail-
able, cool aircon, CD player,
central locking. Leaving
Phuket. Sale direct from
owner. Tel: 083-252 5509.

MAZDA 3 AUTO 2005
Full options and airblade cli-
mate control sunroof. 625,000
baht. Tel: 089-971 5664.

TOYOTA YARIS
S LIMITED

2007, white. Down payment
100,000 baht, finance 10,704
baht x 43 month period.For
more information please call.
Tel: 087-501 5697 (owner).

CAR FOR SALE
Toyota Corolla 1.5MGXi, 1997.
Aircondition, power steering.
150,000 baht ono. Contact
Maddy for more details. Tel:
080-690 6845.

HONDA ACCORD 2005

2.4 i-VTEC. Top model with
full options, Honda service,
97,000km. One expat owner.
Price 890,000 baht. Tel: 089-
996 2692. Email: sj.holmqvist
@gmail.com

TOYOTA CAR AUTO
97,000 BAHT

White, automatic, many more
accesories. For more informa-
tion, please call at the number
above. Tel: 084-184 1856.

CLASSIC VOLVO 240

1984 model. Runs & drives
excellently. Perfect for the
Volvo collector or everyday
driver. Auction style sale. Re-
serve set at 180,000 THB.
Only bids of 180K or above.
Call 081- 894 2009.

NICE NEW MODEL
Honda Jazz, full options, carbon
design. Quick sale: 595,000
baht. Fore details please con-
tact. Tel:  089-650- 3160.

VW BEETLE 1972
Hot Rod style. 110,000 baht.
New clutch, daily rider. For
more details. Tel: 085-795
9160.

HONDA ACCORD 1990
Automatic, perfect condition.
Only 120,000 baht. Please call.
Tel: 087-272 0303.

HONDA CIVIC
Top model, 2.0 liter. 720,000
baht. Please contact for further
information. Tel: 081-080 3222.

TOYOTA SOLUNA
2004. 33,000km. Silver/gray,
auto. As new, one expat owner.
350,000 baht. Call for more de-
tails. Tel: 084-840 3942.

FORD FOCUS
Finest, black, year 2006. Lady
owner. 73,000 km, full service
history. No accidents. Quick
sale at 450,000 baht (nego-
tiable). Tel: 081-979 1966
(English & Thai). Email: chaya
musor@gmail.com

MAZDA 3
3 years old. 72,000 km. sound
system, lady driver. 595,000
baht. Call or mail for more de-
tails. Tel: 081-787 3190. Email:
haddon1968@gmail.com

Pick Ups

MAZDA TRUCK
Silver, 2 doors, 1.4 liter petrol
engine, like new. 95,000 baht.
Contact Chris. Tel: 087-633
1472.

TOYOTA FORTUNER
Registered Sep 2008. Diesel,
4wd, automatic. Top of the line
model. Insured to Sep 2010.
19,500km. 950,000 baht.
Please call. Tel: 080-696 6889.

TOYOTA FORTUNER
BLACK

2.7 WT-i 4WD A/T, 08/05,
39000km. No smoking, no ac-
cidents. Windows with 40%
black film. Alpina 700w stereo,
subwoofer and disc changer.
Auto key, all assessories,
Garmin navigator, roof rack,
hood protector, distance mirror,
2 alarms, chrome exhaust tip,
vent visors, rear/front bumpers
and much more. One owner.
Price: 820,000 baht. Tel: 081-
077 3307  (English). Email:
sudeckh@web.de

SUZUKI NOUVO 135EL
October 2008, 9,500km, per-
fect condition. Honda Click,
May 2008, 9,200km, perfect
condition. Suzuki: 47,500
baht. Honda: 29,750 baht.
Tel: 080-391 9107  (English).

FOR SALE
YAMAHA MIO

Silver, 2006. Price 16,000
baht. Please contact for more
details. Tel: 085-784 0980.

ISUZU DMAX 2007
Automatic 4WD, 4 door, 18"
wheels, 27,000km. Back cover.
650,000 baht. Tel: 089-971
5664.

HONDA WAVE 125
WITH EXTRAS

12,000 kilometers, runs great,
well maintained. Good rims &
tires. 32,000 baht, negotiable.
Please feel free to contact me.
Tel: 087-277 0240. Email:
robertjfalls@hotmail.com

NICE JEEP AND
CBR 400

New engine, gears, paint job
and roof. Only one in Patong.
2,250,000 baht. Please call or
mail. Tel: 087-283 9208
(English).Email:brazilboy
ronny@hotmail.com

MOTORBIKES
FOR SALE

Yamaha Nuovo, red, bought
12/08, 8,000km, special edi-
tion, price 34,900 baht.
- Yamaha Elegance, red,
bought 6/09, 8,300km, price
48,500 baht.
- Honda Click, white, bought 9/
08, newly modified, 9,000km,
price 39,000 baht.
- Yamaha Elegance, black/
silver, bought 6/08, 15,000km,
price 44,000 baht.
All bikes have new service, no
accidents.
For more information, please
call Tel: 083-280 0087.

MINIBUS AND CAR
FOR RENT

Minibus, Vios, Jazz, City
for rent. Short or long term.
11,000-18,000 baht per
month.For further informa-
tion please contact. Tel:
081-538 8567. Emai l :
suksavat@hotmail.com

Wanted

WANTED
Cars, motorcycles, trucks.
Will pay cash. Call Kevin for
more information. Tel: 087-887
5762.

MOTORBIKE WANTED
Honda Wave or Click. Must be
not older than 1 year and in
good condition. Please call. Tel:
084-185 6960  (English). Email:
kenth@zarpazorealestate.com

WANTED - CAR RENTAL
Good quality car to rent, 4/5 door,
Automatic. Needed from 10 De-
cember until 24 Jan. Please
email if you have something to
offer. Tel: +44-776-657 0000
(English). Email: Guy@my-
samax.com

MITSUBHI FOR RENT
Mitsubishi Lancer, 2002. 1.6L
auto with 1st class insurance.
12,000 baht per month. Con-
tact  tel: 081-737 3720. Email:
chaiyaphong@dewaphuket.
com

NEW HONDA CITY
FOR RENT

First class insurance, top op-
tions, special price for long-
term rent. Contact us for more
information. Tel: 084-051
1955, 086-476 9598, 080-521
9888  (English & Thai). Email:
sornin_s@yahoo.com

P.M.P CAR RENT
Cheap car for rent. Please
contact for further informa-
tion. Tel: 083-174 3880 or
087-264 6808. A1 CAR RENTALS

Fully insured. 12,000 to 20,000
baht per month. Please con-
tact for further info. Tel: 089-
831 4703. Email: a1carrent
@gmail.com

NEW ISUZU DMAX
FOR RENT

Good car, 25,000 baht per
month or long-term offer. Con-
tact Arisa. Tel: 081-539 8501.

FORD RANGER
4- DOOR 4WD

December 2000 model, only
86,000 kms. Excellent condi-
tion. 285,000 baht. Please
contact. Tel: 082-412 1800
(English & Thai). Email: hilltri
beimport@yahoo.com.au

MITSUBISHI L200

Diesel, 1 owner. 35,000 miles,
as new. Offers: 450,000 baht.
Must be seen. Please call.
Tel: 081-808 1804.

2004 FORD ESCAPE
(SUV)

Only 53,000 kms, in excellent
condition. Single owner, no ac-
cidents, metallic bronze, Ford
serviced. Original price: 1.4 mil-
lion baht. Offered now at
720,000 baht. Contact for more
details. Tel: 076-289510, 081-
087 0306  (English). Email:
hartmut@willinsky.com

HONDA CRV AUTO 99
Great car, excellent condition,
only 145,000km. CD stack.
420,000 baht. Please contact.
Tel: 084-889 5268.
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Looking for a place to stay?
See more classified ads at www.phuketgazette.net
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