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By Sompratch Saowakhon

Water woes stall
main roadworks

MAINS PROBLEM: While the dispute continues over whether the
roadworks contractor or the Phuket Provincial Water Supply should
move the water mains pipes, local residents suffer water shortages.

PHUKET: Phuket officials have
declared that they want no more
than three deaths, 34 accidents
and 53 injuries during the Song-
kran holiday period from April 11
to 17.

Last year’s Songkran holi-
days, from April 7 to 16, and saw
six deaths and 99 accidents, with
96 accident victims requiring hos-
pital care.

Last year’s numbers ex-
ceeded the goal of no more than
four deaths and 53 accident vic-
tims, but was far lower than the
397 accidents in 2005.

A meeting to discuss the
targets for this year’s Songkran
was chaired on April 2 by
Phuket Vice-Governor Smith
Palawatvichai at Phuket Provin-
cial Hall.

Aroon Kerdsom, Chief of
the Phuket Provincial Office for
Disaster Prevention and Mitiga-
tion (ODPM), said, “We have a
set plan for driver safety during
Songkran Festival.

“We will set three check-
points in each district – Muang,
Thalang and Kathu.”

He added that the Phuket
Provincial Land Transport Office
will be offering free car safety
checkups through some 20 ga-
rages on the island until April 20
so motorists can have their cars
checked before traveling during
the Songkran holidays.

Participating garages will
offer discounts of 15% to 20%
off normal prices for any repairs
needed, he added.

Suwalai Pinpradab, Direc-
tor of Tourism Authority of
Thailand’s Southern Region 4 of-
fice, said, “We expect Phuket will
bring in about 800 million baht
during the Songkran Festival be-
cause about 90% of flights and
hotels are booked.”

Songkran
road toll
targets set

WICHIT: Work on widening
Chao Fa West Rd has been suf-
fering delays due to a dispute
over moving water mains pipes
and the expiration of the contract
with the company assigned to
carry out the work.

The Phuket Provincial
Highway Office (PPHO) is now
unable to give a completion date
for the project, which began in
2005.

PPHO Chief Supphasak
Nunsang told the Gazette that
construction delays meant that
the project overran the March 6,
2007, expiration date on the con-
tract with the construction com-
pany.

The PPHO is now in the
process of hammering out an
extension to the deal, he said,
though work will continue during
negotiations.

“The reason for the delay
is problems with moving water
pipes and electricity poles to al-
low construction to take place,”
K. Supphasak said.

“All the electricity poles
now have been moved, but we
are still waiting to move the wa-
ter pipes. This is slowing us down
considerably.

“The work on the project
is about 60% complete. The bud-
get for the project is about 200
million baht. I cannot say when
it will be finished,” he added.

“The reason the water
pipes have still not been moved
is that the Phuket Provincial
Water Supply (PPWS) does not
have the budget to move them.

“Our contractor does not
want to move the pipes as it is
not part of the work stipulated in
their contract.

“Also, they are worried
about causing leaks. We used to

try to dig under the pipes, but this
led to some pipes being broken
and local residents’ water sup-
ply was disrupted, which they
weren’t very happy about,” he
said.

However, PPWS Chief
Sayan Waree-aroonroj told the
Gazette, “The water pipes are no
longer our problem, it is now the
responsibility of the construction
contractor.

“The pipes have been dam-
aged many times during the con-
struction and we have had to fix
them.

“The PPWS has already
finished moving the pipes for
them and it’s now up to the con-
tractor to finish the job.”

Another PPHO project,
the proposed resurfacing of the

Patong Hill section of Phra
Barami Rd is still waiting on the
Department of Highways ap-
proval of the nine-million-baht
budget request.

K. Supphasak, however,
said that he was certain approval
for the project would be given,
but he couldn’t say when. The
PPHO already has a contractor
lined up for the job.

K. Supphasak explained
that the road would not be closed
during the resurfacing as it would
be done in sections, one lane at a
time.

The whole job will be com-
plete within a week, he assured.

Feasibility plans on the pro-
posal to bore a tunnel under the
hill are still being conducted by
the province, he added.
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Russian ‘sister city’
delegation visits Phuket
By Supanun Supawong

Driver
charged

over fatal
Samkong

smashPHUKET: Mayor Kolyadin Oleg
Genyadierich, Deputy Mayor
Serganor Oleg L’voich and other
officials from Nakhodka, Phu-
ket’s “sister city” in the Russian
Far East, met Phuket Governor
Niran Kalayanimit and other top
provincial officials March 27.

The delegations discussed
ways the two cities could coop-
erate and share knowledge in a
variety of industries, including
fishing, tourism and sports.

Gov Niran visited Nakhod-
ka last September, when the two
cities were officially “twinned”.

Representatives the Phuket
Tourist Association (PTA) of-
fered to include tours to Russia
and Nakhodka in their catalogs
and to welcome Russian students
studying tourism to train in hotels
and tour agencies in Phuket.

The PTA also asked the
delegation for their cooperation in
establishing Phuket as a destina-
tion for Russian newlyweds to
spend their honeymoons in Phu-
ket, as many Korean couples do.

Both delegations agreed to
push for the establishment of di-
rect air links, while the Phuket
Provincial Health Office offered
to send Thai massage specialists
to Nakhodka to work, train and
share their knowledge with Rus-
sian spa owners.

FROM RUSSIA WITH LOVE: Mayor Genyadierich (right) from
Nokhodka, Russia, shakes hands with Governor Niran Kalayanamit
after agreeing to cooperate in several areas of tourism and
investment. Photo: Yongyot Preuksarak

KOH KAEW: A bandit toting a sawed-off shotgun made off with
about 4,900 baht in a robbery on a 7-Eleven in Koh Kaew about 4 am
on March 26.

Staff at the mini-mart, located on Thepkrasattri Rd just north of
Boat Lagoon, told police that the robber was tall with light-colored
skin and was wearing a black jacket and motorcycle helmet.

Approaching the checkout counter, the man drew a short-bar-
rel shotgun from his belt and ordered the two cashiers on duty to
hand over all the money in the till.

After they did, he ran outside to a parked motorbike and made
his escape.

Police said that they have few leads from which to track down
the culprit.

Sub-Lt Thada Sodarak of Phuket City Police Station told the
Gazette, “The gun used in the robbery may have been a replica, as
one of the cashiers told me that it didn’t look real.

Neither of the two salesclerks could remember the make or
registration of the getaway motorbike.”

This is the third time that the shop has fallen prey to armed
robbers, Lt Thada added.

Information exchanges will
also take place in fishing and
aquaculture, important industries
in both locales.

In education and sports,
Phuket City Municipality will ar-
range for teachers and students
to visit Nakhodka , with Russian
sports trainers coming to train
municipal school students and
exchange knowledge with teach-
ers.

The Phuket Provincial Box-
ing Club is also expected to host
a delegation of Russian youths

and trainers. Phuket Rajabhat
University also expressed an in-
terest in exchange programs in
areas of mutual interest, such as
environmental research.

PHUKET: The Memorandum of Under-
standings (MOUs) signed between the Phuket
Provincial Administration Organization
(OrBorJor) and seven Phuket schools have
been extended for three years.

The deal allows the OrBorJor to con-
tinue providing support for the schools through
to 2009.

The seven schools are Baan Maireab,
Kathu Wittaya, Cherng Talay Wittayakom,
Muang Phuket, Baan Talad Neua, Thalang
Pranangsang and Baan Nabon.

PHUKET CITY: Lanju Saechiw,
the driver of a pickup truck in-
volved in a fatal head-on collision
with a tuk-tuk in Samkong on
February 14, has been charged
with reckless driving resulting in
a death.

Tuk-tuk driver Payao Jun-
jue and passenger Eero Untamo
Malim, from Finland, died in the
collision in front of the popular
Steak Samkong restaurant on
Yaowarat Rd.

Two other passengers in the
tuk-tuk were injured in the acci-
dent.

Phuket Police Station Inves-
tigator Capt Sarit Butnongsang
told the Gazette, “I have sent this
case to the Phuket Provincial
Court. It is now up to the court to
decide [whether K. Lanju is
guilty].”

– Sompratch Saowakhon

OrBorJor school MoUs extended to 2009
By Supanun Supawong

PHUKET: Between February 21
and March 20, 1,881 people reg-
istered with the government as
living in Phuket, bringing the
island’s official population to
313,955.

Provincial Chief Adminis-
trative Officer (Palad) Piya Bha-
ratasilpin reported the increase on
March 29.

Part of the increase is
thought to be in response to the
Governor calling for island resi-
dents to register themselves on
Phuket house registration forms
so that the provincial government
will receive larger budgets from
the central government.

Of the new registrations,
550 were in Muang District, 311
in Thalang District and 1,020 in
Kathu District. Contributing to the
rise was the fact that 211 babies
were born during the period, with
91 deaths reported.

Between January 31 and
February 20, some 3,200 people
registered with the government as
living in Phuket.

As part of the government
registration campaign, the prov-
ince is advertising in local Thai-
language newspapers, TV and
radio and through community
education programs.

OrBorJor President Anchalee Vanich-
Thepabutr said, “We have continually devel-
oped education management to raise the stan-
dard of education in Phuket.

“Every year we spend at least 100 mil-
lion baht, or about one quarter of our entire
budget, on education.”

Kathu Wittaya School Director Kham
Sukhaphan said that in addition to raising the
standards of his school, the MOU has
brought in funding to carry out repairs to the
school.

“The OrBorJor has built a new build-
ing and renovated an old building for us. They

have also fixed our problem of not having
enough teachers.

“And because of the high standards of
the teachers from the Prince of Songkla Uni-
versity, we have a high percentage of our stu-
dents going on to study at university.”

K. Anchalee said that this year the
OrBorJor will spend about 22.5 million baht
on hiring 233 teachers.

The OrBorJor will start science classes
at Muang Phuket and Baan Talad Neua
schools taught by lecturers in biology, chem-
istry and physics from Prince of Songkla
University, Phuket campus,” she added.

Koh Kaew 7-Eleven robbed at gunpoint

1,881 more
people

register as
‘islanders’
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Marine Dept permits
late jet-ski registrations
By Janyaporn Morel
& Stephen Fein

KARON: Police believe Karon
restaurateur Suban Pon-iamsaen
is still hiding in Phuket after eye-
witnesses reported that he calmly
walked into the kitchen of Mala
Seafood restaurant, next door to
his own restaurant on the beach
road, and shot dead the owner.

Eyewitnesses reported that
Suban carried out the execution
of Mala Peng-iam, 52, at point
blank range about 7 pm on March
27.

He then walked calmly
back out to his white Toyota se-
dan and drove away, Lt Col
Peeranut Chatinkaew, a Crime
Suppression Inspector at Chalong
Police Station, told the Gazette.

K. Mala had been shot
three times in the face and once
in the chest with a .38 caliber pis-
tol. Police also found a bullet hole
in the kitchen wall from a shot
that had missed its mark, Col
Peeranut said.

“I know [Mala and Suban]
had many heated business argu-
ments. They were actually dis-
tant relatives but were always
arguing, such as when one
wanted to have karaoke in the
restaurant but the other said it
would be too noisy.

“None of these cases went
to court, but local police knew of
the disputes and always warned
them not to let it get out of hand,”
Col Peeranut explained.

“Saban is still at large, but
we know what he looks like and
have notified all units to be on the
lookout for him. He will not be
able to leave the island. He will
be charged with premeditated
murder,” he added.

“We know he is still in
Phuket. I think he is trying to de-
cide whether to turn himself in,”
Col Peeranut said.

– Sompratch Saowakhon

PHUKET: The Marine Depart-
ment is continuing to accept reg-
istration applications for new jet-
skis replacing old or broken ones
despite the one-month grace pe-
riod expiring on March 31.

Surin Theerakulpisut, Chief
of Phuket Marine Office, which
oversees the use and registration
of jet-skis on and around Phuket,
told the Gazette that the owners
of unregistered jet-skis being
used in Phuket waters will face
fines of up to 10,000 baht.

Such fines can be ordered
following a jet-ski inspection by
the Marine Department, he said.

However, he added that in-
spections of jet-skis at beaches
where their use is permitted would
be unlikely until the existing back-
log of applications had been pro-
cessed.

The delays in processing the
applications stemmed from jet-ski
inspections and other time-con-
suming requirements, K. Surin
said.

“Owners of unregistered
jet-skis being used will be fined,
but we will continue to accept late
registration applications. We
can’t fine them at the desk be-
cause we don’t know whether
they have been using the jet-ski
or not,” he told the Gazette.

Currently, 219 jet-skis are
allowed to operate in Phuket: all
at Patong, Karon, Kamala and
Bang Tao Beaches.

In February Phuket Gover-
nor Niran Kalayanamit ruled that
owners of registered jet-skis had
until March 31 to replace old or
inoperable vessels with new ones;
a ruling that effectively backed

down from the province’s strict
policy to gradually phase out jet-
skis at Phuket beaches.

The new registration loop-
hole contradicted the intent of a
provincial order issued in March
2004 by former Governor Pong-
payome Vasaputi.

K. Pongpayome, now Per-
manent Secretary of the Minis-
try of Interior, hoped that as ex-
isting jet-skis aged and became
inoperable, their numbers would

gradually be reduced. A complete
ban would go into effect on
March 4, 2011.

Under the new system,
however, the number of jet-skis
will remain at 219 until March 4,
2011, when the ban is expected
to be imposed.

However, K. Surin told the
Gazette that jet-ski regulations
were always subject to review
and change by the current Gov-
ernor.

CHALONG: After hearing that
the investigation into the Novem-
ber bombing of three houses in
Chalong had stalled, Phuket
Vice-Governor Worapoj Rattha-
sima ordered police to step up
efforts to catch the person or
persons responsible.

The three homemade
bombs, described as “fertilizer
bombs”, detonated at about 2:30
am on November 28 on Soi
Songkun, about one kilometer off
Chao Fa East Rd.

Two Burmese workmen
were injured in the blasts, which
police believe were motivated by
a land dispute.

Rating the case a top prior-
ity, Phuket Governor Niran
Kalayanamit ordered police to
submit monthly investigation
progress reports.

Col Chalit Kaewyarat, Su-
perintendent of Chalong Police
Station, on Thursday reported to
V/Gov Worapoj, Chairman of
Phuket Provincial Security Com-
mittee, that the investigation had
stalled for lack of physical evi-
dence.

“We called in many people
for fingerprinting, but none of the
prints match those found at the
houses,” Col Chalit said.

Karon
restaurateur
on the lam

PATONG: Swedish national Carl Essler, 47, one of
the investors in the popular Rock City nightclub in
Patong, died after suffering a heart attack early on
March 28.

 He was rushed to Patong Hospital after suf-
fering chest pains in the early hours of the morning
and was later pronounced dead.

 Fredrik Klingvall, Managing Director of Rock
City, told the Gazette, “It has come as quite a shock.
He was still quite young, and I had been working
with him on the project since December 2003, so I
knew him well.

Rock City co-owner dies after heart attack
“He was a quiet guy. He wasn’t one of the

guys to hang around at night,” Mr Klingvall said.
“Carl was very physically active and enjoyed

the outdoors. He was a down-to-earth, hard-work-
ing person.

“He loved scuba diving and the lifestyle in
Phuket suited him well,” he said.

“We are saddened by this tragedy and I know
he’ll be missed by a lot of people on the island.

“Our sincere condolences to those who were
close to him and to his family and friends in Swe-
den,” Mr Klingvall added.

Investigation
into Chalong
bomber stalls
By Sangkhae Leelanapaporn

Operators will be fined if caught renting out unregistered jet-skis,
but are allowed to file late registration applications for new jet-skis.
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Network of poor

The Phuket Development Network for Poor People’s Rights
protest outside Phuket Provincial Hall on March 22.

This woman’s sign reads, “Why is development for us
moving slower than development for the rich? Do the poor have
rights?”

The March 22 protest out-
side Phuket Provincial Hall
by more than 300 villagers

from poor communities around
the island was the latest in a long
line of calls for action by residents
who feel they are being left be-
hind in Phuket’s burgeoning
economy.

What distinguished this rally
from previous protests, however,
was the cooperation between
many separate communities fac-
ing similar problems – most
pressingly the issues of land own-
ership and access to public utili-
ties.

The non-governmental or-
ganization (NGO) Chumchon
Thai Foundation estimates that in
Phuket there are 30 communities
with about 5,000 families squat-
ting on public and private land,
including mangrove areas and
national park lands, without ac-
cess to public utilities.

After spending most of the
day shouting and waving banners,
the protesters finally agreed to
leave only after handing a letter
of six demands [see panel] to
Phuket Vice-Governor Tri Aug-
karadacha.

One of the protest’s lead-
ers, Supat Nunkhao, from Pla
Katak Pattana community on Koh
Sireh, told the Gazette that the
representatives were from poor
communities across the island,
from Mai Khao to Patong, as well
as sea gypsy villages along the
coast.

“We want the Governor to
help prevent us from being
charged with encroachment.
There are some villagers now liv-
ing on public land, but we don’t
receive development assistance
from anyone.

“All the government agen-
cies just pass the buck. The
Tambon Administration Organiza-
tions (OrBorTor) don’t take re-
sponsibility and push us off to the
Provincial Administration Orga-
nization (OrBorJor). The OrBor-
Jor sends us off to the provincial
authorities, and the provincial au-
thorities tells us it is the Land
Office’s responsibility. Now no
one helps us,” he said.

The Phuket Development
Network for Poor People’s
Rights is the group responsible for
organizing the March 22 protest,
as well coordinating a wide range
of community action work in
Phuket’s underprivileged commu-
nities.

K. Supat’s Pla Katak Pat-
tana community is at the forefront

of the movement and it was their
action in October 2005 that pro-
vided the spur for the Network’s
formation.

Boonsom Dechnoo, an-
other network leader from Pla
Katak Pattana, explained,
“People from Pla Katak commu-
nity went to
protest at the
Phuket Pro-
vincial Hall to
ask the gov-
ernment for
help in Octo-
ber 2005.
That protest
was a very
long protest,
and we
stayed in
front of pro-
vincial hall
for 46 days.
We found that
poor people
from other
communities
came to talk
with us.

“Many
were facing
the same
problems as
us and we
have worked
together since
then,” he
said.

“We have had a lot of help
from NGOs such as the Chum-
chon Thai Foundation, Wildlife
Fund Thailand, Habitat for Hu-
manity and Action Aid. They
have been educating us about
how we can help ourselves. They
taught us about successful com-
munity projects, such as how Ban
Nam Khem in Phang Nga recov-

ered after the tsunami. The
Chumchon Thai Foundation
showed us how to set up com-
munity savings cooperatives, and
many of the communities now
have development savings
funds,” he said.

The network also repre-
s e n t s
Phuket’s in-
digenous sea
gypsy com-
munities, who
face many of
the same
problems as
other poverty-
stricken com-
munities on
the island.

K. Su-
pat said that
Pla Katak
Pattana vil-
lagers feel
that their
communi ty
has been
overlooked by
the authori-
ties. Although
the 33 fami-
lies, a total of
196 people,
who live in the
province are
not originally
from Phuket
and originated

primarily in other Southern prov-
inces, they are now registered as
living in Phuket.

“Politicians, government of-
ficers and businessmen still look
at us as if we are outsiders, and
they don’t want to help us,” he
said.

“When we first came here
in 1993, we rented 52 rai of pri-

vate land at a cost of 2,000 baht
per rai per month. We all earn a
living by drying fish.

“Many of the tools we
needed for our livelihood were
destroyed by the tsunami. We in-
formed the government that we
needed assistance, but we didn’t
push too hard as we saw that our
problems were a lot less than
some other areas as we were
protected by mangrove forests,”
he said.

The community’s problems
were amplified in May 2005
when the owner of the land they
were living on ordered them to
move off the land within 15
days.

“We couldn’t do as the land
owner requested as it would have
been impossible for us to move
off the land within 15 days. We
have been working on the land
for many years. We asked the
landowner to give us six months
to vacate the land, but he didn’t

agree,” K. Boonsom said.
The villagers appealed for

help from the provincial authori-
ties and the office of then-Prime
Minister Thaksin Shinawatra, but
this only made life harder, K.
Boonsom explained.

“After he saw that we had
complained to the government,
the owner brought police to
threaten us and closed the access
road to our community. This
caused many problems for us. We
buy water from private trucks,
and after the road into the com-
munity was closed the trucks
could not enter,” he said.

At this point 13 of the origi-
nal 46 families gave up and left
the community. The remaining 33
decided to fight the case, claim-
ing that the landlord did not have
the right to order them off all of
the 52 rai that he claimed to pos-
sess.

“We know that in 1985,
much of the area was water-

Last month villagers from across Phuket
protested at Provincial Hall to demand that
authorities help them with their problems.

Though protests are nothing new in Phuket,
the presence of representatives from more

than 20 communities made this one stand out.

Gazette Senior Reporter Janyaporn Morel
investigates what sparked the demonstration.

“We want the Governor to
help prevent us from being

charged with
encroachment. There are
some villagers now living

on public land, but we
don’t receive development
assistance from anyone.”

– Supat Nunkhao
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The six demands submitted to Governor Niran

Kalayanamit by the Phuket Development

Network for Poor People’s Rights:

1. Help communities in the Network develop their

public utilities such as water, electricity, roads

and road drainage.

2. Stop prosecuting villagers that have land

encroachment problems and instead start

discussions with community leaders to solve the

problems.

3. Put an immediate stop to the demolition of

communities.

4. Move seven communities under the

administration of the OrBorJor or provide a clear

development plan as has been done for

communities under Mai Khao OrBorTor. The

seven communities are: Khajornkiat, Pla Katak

Pattana, Kingkaew, Prachasamakkee (Koh

Kaew), Saphan Hin (Koh Phi), Pra Barami Soi 8

and Pu Dam.

5. Communities that are currently being

prosecuted be allowed to continue with

development work to alleviate their problems

and be allowed to follow the policies of the

poverty sub-committee chaired by Gen Surin

Phikulthong.

6. The province must use special measures to

help and protect the five original Sea Gypsy

villages on Phuket.

A fisherman dries fish at Pla Katak Pattana community, where families have been living since
1993. The landowner ordered them to leave, but they are challenging his ownership of the property.

list demands to Gov

logged mangrove forest. The
documents of the landlord, how-
ever, show that he has owned the
land since 1970, which is impos-
sible as no one can be the legal
owner of undersea land,” K.
Supat said.

An investigation by the Pro-
vincial Land Office and Phuket
Muang District Office found that
the landlord’s claim to 12 of the
52 rai patch of land were indeed
suspect.

In 2005, then-Governor
Udomsak Uswarangkura or-
dered Rassada OrBorTor to pre-
pare the 12 rai of land for use by
the community. This, however,
has never happened, K. Supat
said.

Sutas Hongbood,  President
of Rassada OrBorTor, told the
Gazette that the OrBorTor is still
waiting for the final result from
the land office.

“At present, survey work
on the land is not yet complete.

Once the land has been con-
firmed as public land, then we
will transfer this area to the man-
agement of the OrBorJor to
develop it for the use of the com-
munity,” he said.

This, however, is not good
enough for the members of the
Network. As can be seen from
their list of demands, they are
campaigning for all of Phuket’s
OrBorTor to follow the example
of Mai Khao.

K. Supat explained that
Baan Laem Lah and Baan Hin
Look Diew communities in Mai
Khao both have problems of en-
croachment on public land.

“They have the same prob-
lem as us but Mai Khao’s OrBor-
Tor still supports them by provid-
ing basic infrastructure while they
are waiting for their case to be
processed.

“We managed to find a bud-
get of almost 900,000 baht to de-
velop infrastructure on our land

The Demands:

but we are still not allowed to use
it,” he added.

Phuket Governor Niran
Kalayanamit, however, told the
Gazette that there could be no
blanket granting of demands to
solve the province’s poverty prob-
lems.

“Each group’s requests
must be examined on a case-by-
case basis,” the Governor said.

“Most of the protesters are
people who are encroaching on
public land and have been as-
sisted and motivated to protest by
NGOs.

“Many native Phuket people
are not happy that people from
other provinces have come and
occupied government land here.

“The most recent protesters
came from many groups. Some
of the groups who came to join
the protest have already had their
problems solved but they still
came to give support to other
groups,” he added.
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Queer New s

NAKHON SRI THAMMARAT: A gun-
man-for-hire listed on the Police Region 8
most-wanted list was whacked, not by
zealous cops or victims’ relatives out for
revenge, but by his long-suffering compan-
ion as he lay asleep in bed.

At 10 am on March 30, Chawang
District Police Inspector Lt Col Sompong
Prohmreuangchart received a report of a
shooting at house number 134 in Village 2
of Tambon Jundee.

Arriving at the single-story home with
volunteer rescue workers, police found the
body of 37-year-old Kanit Likachai lying
under a mosquito net wearing only a pair
of blue underpants. He was covered in a
dried-up pool of his own blood.

The cause of death was evident, two
shots straight into his chest. From the state
of the corpse, police estimated Kanit had
been dead about 10 hours.

Missing from the scene were: the
murder weapon, a .357 revolver allegedly
that of the victim; the victim’s live-in part-
ner, identified as Sun Boonchoo, aged 27;
and the couple’s two-year-old baby boy.

Col Sompong told reporters that the
neighbor who discovered the body said she
heard sounds of an argument between Sun
and a violently drunk Kanit about 2 am the
night before.

The yelling was followed by sounds
that appeared to be that of a savage beat-

HITMAN’S GUIDE:
Why beating your
wife can be a very
stupid thing to do

ing lasting over an hour. After that there
was a period of silence, followed by two
gunshots.

A short while after the two blasts,
Sun emerged from the house carrying the
couple’s son. Her face bruised and swol-
len, she asked the neighbor for some pain-
killers and then left, the neighbor said.
None of the neighbors were brave enough
to ask questions about what had tran-
spired, police were told.

The next morning, the same neigh-
bor noticed the door to the couple’s home
was ajar and the residence was unusually
quiet. Looking inside, she saw the corpse
of Kanit and reported the death to the po-
lice.

Based on the evidence at hand, po-
lice think that Kanit arrived home drunk
and took out his frustration on Sun before
placing his .357 revolver on the side of
couple’s bed and falling asleep. As he slept,
Sun put the pistol to the center of his chest
and fired twice, killing him instantly be-
fore leaving with the child.

Col Sompong said that a subsequent
check of the victim’s background revealed
him to be one of the most-wanted gunmen
for hire in the south of Thailand.

In the latest development, Sun has
contacted police and said she is prepared
to turn herself in and face legal charges.

Source: SiangTai

PATONG: English tourists, identified by police as Rouald Simms and Barry
Viasby, were arrested and charged with indecent exposure in the early hours
of March 17, after police set up roadblocks to stop them from speeding around
Patong’s central entertainment district on a motorcycle – while stark naked.

The duo, riding together on a single motorbike, ran several blockades
and ignored calls to stop before their tour was finally curtailed by police about
3:20 am.

The man riding pillion occasionally stood up, eliciting screams from hun-
dreds of women and ladyboys who lined the streets of the popular nightlife
area, according to a report in a local vernacular newspaper.

After their apprehension, the pair said they had gone out for a swim in
the bay wrapped only in small towels. A gust of wind blew the towels to the
ground and they were picked up by young ladies, who refused to return them,
the men claimed.

The duo, aged 21 and 36, told police it was their first visit to Thailand and
they had to fly out the following day. They complained that they didn’t have a
chance to swim before they were arrested.

Police released them after they paid fines of 500 baht each – and put on
some clothes. – Source: Siang Tai

Nude tour ends with cover-up

THE NAKED TRUTH? The men told police that they had gone out for a swim wrapped
only in small towels, which were blown away by a gust of wind and picked up by
young ladies who refused to return them.

– Photo courtesy of Siang Tai Daily (www.siangtai.com)
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Weird weather sparks worries

ANDAMAN
COASTING
B y  F r a n k y  G u n

WELL AT LEAST IT’S NOT RAINING NOW: Scuba diving vessel Voyager II, of Khao Lak-based dive
operator Manta Point, floats off Koh Bon, which is famed for big fish sightings. Local dive operators said
that this year has seen an increase in the number of sightings of whale sharks and manta rays.

Eerie weather patterns
have irritated Khao Lak
expats and visitors alike
over the past few

weeks. Heavy rainfall and cloudy
skies, unusual for this time of the
high season, made swimming at
Khao Lak’s beaches impossible
at times and also caused several
severe road accidents, including
head-on collisions near Khao Lak
Lamru National Park.

The rains sparked discus-
sions about whether global warm-
ing was to blame or if the sea-
sons had moved forward, which
would mean that we are actually
in the rainy season already.

Looking at the wind direc-
tion, it is obvious that we are still
in the hot season, as major winds
are blowing from the northeast.
If there had been a seasonal shift,
winds would be coming from the
southwest.

Even the underwater world
did not escape the odd weather.
Divers reported that water tem-
peratures were down to 23ºC and
visibility as low as five meters at
places around the Similan Islands
and other nearby dive sites.

In addition, a reddish algal
bloom discolored the water of the
Andaman Sea, making it rather
difficult for local dive shops to sell
trips to the Similan Islands.

However, it has not been all
bad news for Khao Lak’s dive
businesses. A local scuba diving
instructor said, “Despite the cra-
zy conditions lately, all in all this
season has been really good due
to an increase in big fish sight-
ings. We have seen more manta
rays and whale sharks than in
previous years.”

There have also been un-
confirmed reports of two killer
whales being spotted off Koh
Bon, near the Surin Islands, north
of Khao Lak.

Welcome presence: Police
have beefed up their efforts to
control traffic in Khao Lak cen-
ter, affecting traffic near the
Nang Thong supermarket and
halfway between Nang Thong
and Bang Niang Beach on Petch-
kasem Rd.

Frequent checkpoints have
slowed down traffic in the area
for at least a couple of hours each
day. Although the checks have

mainly focused on drivers’ licens-
es, helmets and whether road tax-
es and accident insurances were
paid, the presence of traffic po-
lice in Khao Lak has been a good
sign overall.

Construction boom: The cen-
ter of Khao Lak has been ex-
panding and it appears that its
construction boom will soon shift
further north toward Bang Niang
Beach.

A big shopping mall with the
ambitious name of Khao Lak
Town Plaza is under construction
opposite the Bank of Ayudhya on
Petchkasem Rd. The project is
being built in a U-shape and will
be dominated by 18 shops but also

offer accommodation for visitors
in 12 bungalows.

The 3D computer-generat-
ed image displayed on the bill-
board in front of the construction
site shows a McDonald’s in the
southern front corner.

Whether this is wishful
thinking of the project owner or
a true reflection of what there is
to come was still unclear at the
time of writing. It is, however,
obvious that Khao Lak will at-

tract Western food-and-beverage
franchise chains in the near fu-
ture, as the area is growing at
great speed.

High-class hotel: More good
news for the area is that the ex-

clusive Kempinski Hotels chain
has chosen Khao Lak as the site
for their second hotel in Thailand.
The resort is currently under con-
struction and the first phase is
scheduled to be completed in time
for the high season next year.

The first phase will feature
a 320-room, five-star luxury ho-
tel set in landscaped tropical gar-
dens and lagoons on a 50-rai plot
with 300 meters of beachfront.

The resort will have a trop-
ical spa, and large meeting and
function rooms. Gourmet cuisine
will be served at the resort’s four
restaurants, which will include a
Thai dinner restaurant on the sea-
front.

The second phase is sched-
uled for completion in 2009 and
will comprise 40 pool villas on 25
rai.

Kempinski’s President and
CEO, Reto Wittwer, said, “The
Khao Lak region is attracting
tourists once more, with a num-
ber of resorts already re-opened.
Kempinski is pleased to be part
of the recovery of Khao Lak af-
ter the 2004 tsunami.

“With the Khao Lak resort,
we can offer our guests the
chance to experience the grace
and elegance of traditional Thai
hospitality.” More information can
be found on the Kempinski web-
site www.kempinski.com.
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Around the South is taken from
the pages of The Nation and
Kom Chad Luek newspapers.

Volunteer dies in hail of bullets
Surat Thani Police are

hunting for a team of
assassins who killed a
well-known Village Se-

curity Volunteer in a fusillade of
more than 80 bullets.

Police believe the killing was
a revenge attack because the vic-
tim was the chief suspect in the
killing of the family of a local busi-
nessmen.

Kowit Yang-an, 34, was
driving home in Chaiya District
about 8 am on March 27 when a
black pickup truck pulled along-
side him and at least three gun-
men in the back of the vehicle
opened fire, peppering K. Kowit
and his pickup with bullets.

Police recovered 55 car-
tridge cases from an M-16 as-
sault rifle, five spent shotgun car-
tridges and 22 11-mm cartridge
cases scattered around the truck.

K. Kowit was the chief sus-
pect in the killing of the wife and
child of local businessman Surat
Sewatsin at the end of last year.
K. Surat himself survived the at-
tack. Locals attribute his surviv-
al to a Jathukam Ramathep am-
ulet he was wearing.

Violence dogs K. Kowit’s
family. His  elder brother Sup-
chok was shot dead at the end
of last year while serving as
President of Takrop Tambon
Administration Organization.

Maj Gen Wiboon Bangtha-
mai, Commander of Surat Thani
Provincial Police, said he would
launch a crackdown on gun own-
ership in the province and urged
army officers in the province to
make sure soldiers were not able
to take ammunition from the
shooting range to sell to civilians.

Crooked colonel? More than
200 villagers briefly blocked the
Asia highway in Nakhon Sri
Thammarat’s Na Bon District
March 26 to demand the dismissal
of a police officer they believe is
connected to a murder case.

The villagers, led by Prawit
Chaichiwit, called on acting na-
tional police chief Gen Seripisut
Temiyavej to remove Lt Col
Meechai Nokkaew, an Inspector
at Police Region 8 Headquarters,
claiming that he had a lot of “in-
fluence” in the area. After mak-
ing their demands, the villagers
returned home.

The incident was sparked
by the killing of Nopphaphon Cha-
ichiwit, K. Prawit’s father, who

was shot dead in his home on
March 22. Local police said that
the killing was a robbery.

K. Nopphaphon’s relatives,
however, claim that K. Noppha-
phon was killed to silence him as
he had previously launched a
complaint with the Crime Sup-
pression Division in Bangkok al-
leging that Col Meechai was in-
volved in the abduction of his
daughter, Chaisuwan, and her
long-term partner Sathaphon
Chjomphusawan.

The couple disappeared
without trace shortly after being
released on bail after being
charged with car theft-related
offenses in 2003.

Col Meechai has denied any
involvement in K. Nopphaphon’s
killings or the disappearance of
his daughter.

Buddhists demand protection:

About 2,000 Buddhists in Songkh-

la’s Saba Yoi district ended a four-
hour demonstration in front of the
district hall March 26 after au-
thorities agreed to their demand
to keep troops in the area to en-
sure public safety.

The protesters submitted a
seven-point letter of demands to
Saba Yoi District Chief Preecha
Damkerngkiart.

Their demands included an
increase in security forces in the
district, arming of local Buddhists
for self-protection, equal enforce-
ment of laws for Buddhists and
Muslims, and equal protection
from the National Human Rights
Commission.

There is a widespread feel-
ing among Buddhists in the pre-
dominantly Muslim region that
they get worse treatment from the
authorities than Muslims.

District Chief Preecha said
the authorities would respond to
the demands within three days.

The demonstration was
staged to counter demands for a
troop withdrawal following a
mysterious explosion at an Islam-
ic boarding school in the district
on March 17.

Many local Muslims believe
the blast at the Bamrungsart Wit-
thaya Islamic boarding school that
killed three students and injured
three others was an attack by
Army Rangers.

Kamnan killed: A widely-re-
spected Tambon Chief (Kamnan)
was shot dead as he was eating
boiled rice in Nakhon Sri Tham-
marat City March 28 in what
may have been a case of mistak-
en identity.

Witnesses reported that
Somphong “Kamnan Khong”
Bunchai, 45, was eating with four
or five friends when two men
pulled up in a white car and
walked into the shop. One drew
a gun and shot K. Somphong re-
peatedly.

K. Somphong’s friends,
despite the fact that they were
all carrying guns, dived for cov-
er and did not return fire, police
said. K. Somphong died en route
to hospital.

K. Somphong, who was
awarded the “Kamnan of the
Year” prize for 2006, was known
for his work in drug suppression
in Tambon Tha Keun, Tha Sala
District.

He had previously reported
his own younger brother to the
police for drug-related offenses,
resulting in the brother serving a
one-year prison sentence. De-
spite this, his wife said that she
doubted any of his work would
have caused anyone to want to
kill him.

Local reports said a suspect
in the killing of another local pol-
itician was sitting at the table next
to K. Somphong when he was
shot, leading locals to suspect that
the assassins may have killed the
wrong man.

Police inspect Kowit Yang-an’s truck. He died when attackers sprayed it with more than 80 bullets.
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Evil porn ‘snaring young Thais’

Around the Nation news roundup
is sourced from The Nation and
Kom Chad Luek newspapers.

Deputy Prime Minister
Paiboon Wattanasiri-
tham warned of an
“evil cycle” of young

Thais surfing pornographic web-
sites and being able to locate and
watch obscene video clips in just
25 seconds.

Thai net surfers did more
than 520,000 searches using the
keyword “sex” in January alone,
he said.

K. Paiboon, also the Social
Development and Human Secu-
rity Minister, said Thailand had
about 500,000 web pages contain-
ing inappropriate and sexually ob-
scene content that young people
could easily access.

What seemed to spread
most quickly were video clips fea-
turing young women in revealing
clothes, he said.

One obscene video clip fea-
turing an actress look-alike had
received nearly 300,000 online
searches in the past two weeks
alone, he said.

An initial investigation had
found there were at least 250
websites that featured obscene
and nude clips of teenagers.

“Thai youths and children
thus become both the perform-
ers and the audience. When con-
nected to the Internet, it takes
only 25 seconds to access inap-
propriate websites such as por-
nography, which is different from
the past when it took a lot longer
to find a porn book or sex video,”
said the minister.

Citing a recent study, K.
Paiboon said inappropriate Inter-
net content could lead to sexual
violence and crime among youths
who were being “constantly stim-
ulated”.

This prompted the govern-
ment to announce a “good soci-
ety for children” policy with a
national committee on safe and
constructive media to oversee
television, radio, telephone servic-
es, the Internet and movies.

The National Electronics
and Computer Technology Cen-
ter (Nectec) has reported that
half of Thailand’s 8.4 million In-
ternet users last year were young
people under 25.

It predicted this year there
would be 13 million Internet us-
ers, with 6.5 million of them young
people, K. Paiboon said.

Human trafficking claim: Ev-
ery month, a few children go
missing from the Muslim Com-
munity in Tak’s Mae Sot District
in what clearly are cases of hu-
man-trafficking, a local leader
claims.

Thongsuk Khamveera,
vice-chairman of a local Muslim
association, said the missing chil-
dren are sent to Bangkok, Nakhon
Sawan and even Malaysia to be
beggars, workers and prostitutes.

Some children are stolen,
others are lured away. Some are
sold by their own parents, he said.

“Look around Mae Sot and
you see how perpetrators exploit
the children. Some mothers rent
out their babies for 20 baht a day.
Other women want to carry the
babies while begging for money
because this arouses sympathy
from unsuspecting people,” he
said.

K. Thongsuk is preparing to
submit a petition to Prime Minis-
ter Surayud Chulanont calling for
help in preventing human traffick-

ing and other crimes in his com-
munity. Most of the perpetrators
are illegal aliens, who now out-
number Thais in the community
near the Burmese border, he said.

“We suspect that some gov-
ernment officials are involved in
the human trafficking,” the com-
munity leader added.

Pakistani gets life: A Pakistani
man was given a life sentence for
the May 2006 murder of Dis-
sanee Thongnarkthae, an English-
language teacher from Ubon
Ratchathani who he met over the
Internet.

The Ratchada Criminal
Court sentenced 35-year-old Mo-
hammad Arif to death, but re-
duced the punishment because his
confession had proved “useful”.

The court also ordered Arif
to pay 2 million baht in compen-
sation to the victim’s family, who
initially sought 5.3 million baht.

According to the lawsuit,
Dissanee flew to Bangkok to
meet Arif, who had told her he

was “a handsome Spanish man”.
The two met at Racha Palace
Hotel in Bangkok, where Arif had
sex with Dissanee before killing
her and dismembering her body.

He put the body parts in
travel bags to be dumped else-
where and stole the victim’s valu-
ables. He was arrested after po-
lice received a tip-off from a sus-
picious taxi driver.

Compensation collection: The
Health Service Support Depart-
ment (HSSD) will propose a new
compensation system for medi-
cal-malpractice victims to the
Public Health Ministry later this
month.

“Under the new system, a
fund will be established to swift-
ly and fairly compensate victims,”
said HSSD Director General Dr

Supachai Kunarattanapreuk.
The new system would not

focus on “who is at fault” but rath-
er on fair compensation being giv-
en quickly to victims. It will deter
patients from taking expensive
and time-consuming legal action
against doctors, he said.

The new compensation sys-
tem would collect contributions
from private and state medical
facilities to establish the compen-
sation fund.

An HSSD panel is now pre-
paring the details of the draft,
which should be submitted to
Public Health Minister Mongkol
na Songkhla later this month.

Childcare nightmare: Thirty-
six-year-old nanny Boonreung
Katasarn has denied grievous
assault on an infant in her care.

The parents of one-month-
old MJ Artwyutthikulwong told
police the nanny had battered
their son, who is is now fighting
for his life in intensive care after
sustaining serious internal injuries
and broken bones.

Parents Suwit and Isaree
rushed their son to Bumrungrad
Hospital on March 16, one day
after employing Boonreung. K.
Isaree said neighbors overheard
Boonreung in a heated phone call
and suspect she lashed out at the
child.

The Bangkok couple filed a
police complaint against Boonre-
ung four days later and she was
charged with assault and caus-
ing serious injury, according to
Tao Poon District Police.

Boonreung, who remains in
custody, told reporters the infant
was hurt in a bath-time accident
when he slipped from her grasp
and twice hit his head on the floor.

Surrounded by the runners-up, Farung Yuthithum, 19, waves after being crowned Miss Thailand
Universe 2007 on March 24
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BUTTERFLY BOOSTER
By Semacote Suganya

What better
way is
there to
spend a

morning on the island than
watching the release of a
thousand of Mother Na-
ture’s colorful paintings re-
leased into the wild envi-
rons at Khao Phra Taew
Wildlife Conservation Cen-
ter near Thalang?

Phuket Governor
Niran Kalayanamit per-
formed the honors of re-
leasing 15 species of but-
terflies provided by the
Phuket Butterfly Farm and
Insect World at a March
23 event.

The butterflies were
released as a part of a
project to bolster the pop-
ulation of those species on
the island. New growth on
Phuket and an increase in
the use of pesticides has
caused indigenous butter-
fly populations to decline
in recent years. The but-
terfly farm was estab-
lished in 1981 and in co-
operation with Kasetsart
University they have been
breeding and realeasing
butterflies for years. The

To bring beautiful butter-
flies to your garden, K. Jaipet
suggests planting lantana (phag-
hakrong in Thai),
which is good for at-
tracting local
butterfl ies.
He also rec-
ommends ixo-
ra (khem), yel-
low star (kradum thong),
African marigolds (dao rueng),
cosmos (dao kra jai)and glove
amarant (ban mai roo roey).

However, not all butterflies
like the same plants and flowers,
so it’s best to plant a variety.
Groups of flowers of the same
color are also more attractive to
them.

indoor garden area allows
users to feed the butterflies
(if the butterflies are in the
mood) and observe the
breeding methods used to
increase their numbers.

But if you’d like to spend a
day searching for the natural but-
terflies, Jaipet Hatthakam, the
General Manager of the butter-
fly farm, recommends traveling
to the Khao Phra Taew Conser-
vation area, particularly around

the Bang Pae and Ton Sai wa-
terfalls. In those areas you can
often find rare butterflies such as
the Tree Nymph, Ashy White
Tree Nymph, Jungle Glory, Dark
Jungle Glory, Burmese Saturn and
the Tufted Jungle King.

They prefer
to feed and lay
eggs in sheltered

areas, where they
don’t have to fight

wind gusts. Place tall
plants at the back and
the sides of your but-

terfly garden for extra
protection. And to keep

your butterflies healthy, of course
it’s best to avoid
the use of pesti-
cides.

Phuket is
home to 30 of
Thailand’s more
than 300 species of
butterfly, some of the
most common here being

the Mormon, Common Mormon,
Common Rose, Yellow Helen,
Lemon Emigrant, Leopard Lace-
wing, Autumn Leave, Orange
Oakleaf, Great Egg-fly, Clipper,
Chocolate Soldier, Dark Blue Ti-
ger, Blue Glassy Tiger, Common
Tiger and Common Glassy Tiger
butterflies.

In addition to just being
beautiful creatures, K. Jaipet

says that Chinese people
believe that butterflies

bring good luck.  So
go out and find

them around the
island – or cre-
ate a nice gar-

den, and have them
come to you.

GENTLY, NOW: A teacher and a crowd of schoolchildren marvel at the released butterflies, some of which landed on their outstretched hands.
Among the species freed were the clipper (below, left) and the red lacewing (below, right).
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LARGER

LIFE
By Graham Doven

THANTHAN

DOLPHIN
DAZE

TSOWNDINGS
By S. TSOW

Some time ago, the news
papers reported on a
woman who had married
a dolphin.I thought I’d

heard everything when it comes
to weirdness, but this one really
got me scratching my head. The
dolphin lives in the Gulf of Aqaba
off the Israeli resort of Eilat. A
41-year-old British woman,
Sharon Tendler, has been visiting
him two or three times a year for
the past 15 years.

Ms Tendler says it was love
at first sight. “It’s not a perverted
thing,” she says. “I do love this
dolphin. He’s the love of my life.
I love him, but not in the way that
you love a man. It’s a pure love
that I have for this animal.”

It is a tribute to Ms Tend-
ler’s liberality
that she hasn’t
ruled out the pos-
sibility of marry-
ing a human
some time in the
future. But for
now she’s “a
one-dolphin wo-
man”. She fully
expects her new
spouse to have
relationships with
girl dolphins, and
says, “I hope he has a lot of baby
dolphins. The more dolphins the
better.”

The wedding was touching
in its simplicity. The bride wore
white, and walked down the dock
to where her groom was waiting
in the water.

She kissed him on the cheek
and plighted her troth by present-
ing him with a herring – although
one report said it was several
mackerel. The cheering specta-
tors then threw her into the wa-
ter so that she could swim away
with her beloved.

“I’m the happiest girl in the
world,” Ms Tendler gushed. “I
made a dream come true. And I
am not a pervert.”

We are not told what the
dolphin thought of the whole busi-
ness. Ms Tendler had asked his
trainer for his fin in marriage, and
presumably the trainer consulted
his ward in dolphinese before giv-
ing his blessing.

Since the marriage has no
legal standing, it has not evoked
the wrath of the moral guardians
of our world. So far as I am
aware, Pope Benedict has not
pronounced judgment on it, and
neither have religious luminaries
like the Reverend Al Sharpton,
Jimmy Swaggart and al-Qaeda
ideological chief Ayman al-
Zawahiri.

You would think that if these
guys were on the ball, they’d give
us some moral guidance here.

I applaud every event that
brings people – and species – to-
gether in our strife-torn world.

But I confess to being relieved
that this relationship is purely pla-
tonic, because there is the ques-
tion of what the children would
look like.

If they looked like Daryl
Hannah who portrayed the mer-
maid in the old Tom Hanks movie
Splash, however, my enthusiasm
would know no bounds.

Critics who question the
morality of such a union need to
know that things were a lot worse
in the old days.

According to Greek mythol-
ogy, Helen of Troy was the
daughter of Zeus, the king of the
gods, who disguised himself as a
swan and ravished a woman
named Leda. The myth glosses
over important biological details

such as the pre-
cise manner in
which the swan
managed this
feat; but hey, this
swan was a god,
and you don’t
ask gods intimate
questions like
that.

We are
told that Helen,
whose abduction
by Paris sparked

the Trojan War, had a “face that
launched a thousand ships”. We
are not told what the rest of her
looked like. Presumably it in-
volved feathers. These appar-
ently did not deter Paris, who
loved her despite them.

One wonders, though,
what the thousands of Greek
and Trojan warriors who died in
battle thought about giving their
lives for a woman who was half
bird.

Cross-species unions have
a dark side. Another news item
tells of a two-year-old male hippo
in Kenya named Owen, who fell
in love with a 130-year-old fe-
male tortoise named Mzee.

This elderly lady at first
rebuffed him with hisses, but
he followed her around like a
love-sick teenager until she
relented and succumbed to his
charms. Now they even sleep
together.

Here the issue is one of age
difference. In a civilized society,
Mzee would be prosecuted as a
pedophile, but since the underage
hippo initiated the relationship, the
situation is fraught with moral
complexities that cry out for a
clear judgment by the moral
guardians of our age.

Pope Benedict, Al Sharpton
and all: Where are you now that
we need you?

S. Tsow can be flamed at stsow
@yahoo.com, but not when he’s
crying out for moral guidance
from the religious luminaries of
the world.

When I was young, I
thought that a spa
was a bathtub with
bubbles, what they

call a Jacuzzi nowadays.
“Mr Brown’s got a spa bath

in his house,” my sister told me.
“It’s out on the balcony,” she said.

Perhaps that was an Aus-
tralian thing, I have no idea why
a Jacuzzi was called a “spa”.
Maybe because the bubbles have
some kind of therapeutic effect?

Clearly this was way off the
beam when I heard that a cer-
tain businessman had built a new
house in Phuket with a spa – and
four ladies worked in the spa
along with a spa manager.

Four ladies and a manager
working in a single bathtub? This
seemed intriguing, but somewhat
unlikely. Upon further investiga-
tion, I got to the bottom of it all,
discovering that spas were natu-
ral springs in which sick people
bathed.

The following quote from
Wikipedia explains the back-
ground fairly well: “A spa town
is a town fre-
quented, generally
in times past, for
health reasons, to
‘take the waters’.
The name derives
from the latin ac-
ronym Salus per
aquam or Sanitas
per aquam (health through wa-
ter) and it’s the origin for the
name of the Belgian town Spa.
In continental Europe, a spa was
known as a ville d’eau (town of
water). Although Spa is famous
for hot thermal baths, the term is
also used for towns or resorts of-
fering cold water or mineral wa-
ter treatments which are included
under the terms balneotherapy
and hydrotherapy.

“Bath, a town in England got
its name from the baths that the
Romans built, and Bath, along
with some other places in En-
gland such as Scarborough and
Tunbridge Wells, are known as
‘spa towns’ and remain famous
tourist attractions today.”

Then comes the subject of
the spa as used in the ubiquitous
term “resort and spa”. What
would have been simply called
the Butterfly Guest House a few
years back would now bear the
lofty title be The Butterfly Guest
House, Resort & Spa.

A friend of mine, a resort
manager, once asked me to ar-

range a photogra-
pher for the open-
ing of The Banyan
Tree Spa Phuket.

This was a
wonderful place:
serene, with exotic
smells and per-
fumes in the air.

Beautiful ladies with mysterious
smiles drifted gracefully in and
out of doorways amidst the sound
of soft Asian music. Then the spa
manager told my photographer
that she wanted pictures of a lady
covered in mud.

It didn’t seem to fit in with
the all the beautiful atmosphere,
but she explained that spas are
all about healing – and that mud
has healing properties. I definitely
preferred the perfumed baths
with lots of pink flower petals,
that seemed to fit in much more
with the healing waters of the
original spas.

But today spas are still all
about healing.

Monpanee Na Talang, Well-

ness and Spa Manager of Twin
palms Resort, is well experienced
in the spa business. She had
seven years’ of experience at the
Banyan Tree Spa Phuket, which
consistently rated among the best
in Asia.

Monpanee worked in Bang-
kok and Samui before joining
Twinpalms Phuket last year. She
seems to belong there. Twinpalms
is a beautiful resort, with a stun-
ning beach club called Catch, the
most popular Sunday brunch in
town, and the beautiful Palm Spa.

“We have therapists who
use a combination of ancient
Eastern and modern Western
techniques to take you through the
rejuvenating and healing pro-
cesses of spa treatment, includ-
ing herbal steam bath, tropical
flower bath, salt body scrub,
natural products such as tamarind
and honey to revive your skin,
detoxifying body mask, and a fit-
ness center for workouts.”

I find Miss Monpanee her-
self to be excellent therapy, es-
pecially for cheering somebody
up. One of my friends calls her
an angel. Last Saturday she was
an angel for all the children at the
Phuket Special School at Pa
Khlok, when she used her day off
to buy and serve them lunch.

“That’s not a big thing,” she
told me. “Many people do that.”

I thought it was a big thing.

The healing
powers of
spas and spa
managers
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LIFE BEYOND THE 

The Life Home Project provides a safe, supportive home for HIV-posi-
tive women and their children. It is a charitable organization supported
through private donations and fund raising projects such as an art
program in which women at the home create products to be sold.

The Life Home Project provides daycare for the shelter’s chil-
dren and a scholarship program for children affected by HIV, as well as
underprivileged and sea gypsy children.

For more information contact The Life Home Project, PO Box
105 12/16 Montri Rd, T. Taladyai, A. Muang, Phuket 83000 Thailand.
Tel: 076-242632 Email: lifehome@loxinfo.co.th website: www.
lifehomeproject.com

Laguna Phuket recently hosted a team from ESPN Star Sports, including
celebrity presenters Andrew Leci, Andy Penders and Charlie Webster, for a

charity golf tournament to raise funds for the Life Home Project.
Being a television personality usually means living up to other people’s

expectations and then living with the popularity and the criticism. Between
the cocktail receptions, dinner parties, charity visits, golf and, of course,

the beach, the Gazette’s Laura Schafer met the very real people behind the
personas.

The beautiful Charlie
Webster isn’t going to
change her name to
make it easier for peo-

ple to know she’s a girl, and she’s
not about to back down from
football, either.

“People come up to me and
ask, ‘Do you actually know what
you’re talking about?’ I’m like, do
you think I’d actually be able to
sit there for five hours and talk
without a script if I didn’t know
what I was talking about? It’s not
me, it’s just that some people
haven’t opened their mind,” she
said.

Charlie currently presents
Club EPL, which broadcasts ev-
ery weekend to an audience of
more than 240 million viewers
worldwide, and she does know
football.

Not only has Charlie been
going to matches with her dad
since she was two and played
football at school, but she has also
spent a season as a presenter
touring with Real Madrid, co-
hosting with David Beckham for
the Adidas “Impossible Is Noth-
ing” campaign in Europe, and
conducting exclusive interviews
with top football stars such as
Ronaldo, Roberto Carlos and
Zinedine Zidane.

Now just 24, Charlie already
has an impressive resumé of life
experiences. Scouted by a Brit-
ish Athletics Federation coach at
the age of 12, she went on to be-
come a professional 800-meter
runner by the time she turned 13.
Soon after she started compet-
ing professionally as a 400m run-
ner.

At 19, she turned to school
and worked on her honor’s de-
gree in English language and lin-
guistics. Charlie is also fluent in
Spanish and proficient in Ger-
man. Around this time she also
became a sports model and took
up acting.

Charlie was looking for a
career that would let her combine
her love and knowledge of sports
with her ability to communicate

by being a female presenter, but
it’s not easy being a girl in what’s
seen as a boys’ club.

“It’s tough. It’s my calling
in a way. I’ve always done things
a little bit differently. It improves
me as a person and it improves
me as a presenter. It is tough and
I get a lot of stick, but you have
to earn respect and I think I’ve
earned that respect.

“People know that I know
exactly what I’m talking about
and I can match in knowledge and
in expertise anybody out there,”

and perform. However, she also
had a higher goal in mind.

“How could I make a dif-
ference? I know it sounds cliche,
but I want to make a difference
and I think sports is a great way
to do it. I like communicating. I
like being able to affect people. I
like to perform, I feel it’s a skill
of mine. So put them together and
– hey – sports presenter,” said
Charlie.

She feels that she is now on
the right path to making some dif-
ferences, first in the sports world

Love him or hate him,
Andy Penders is the
vocal, passionate an-
chor on ESPN’s Satur-

day night football commentary
show Football Crazy.

But off the set, and on the
course of the Laguna Phuket golf
course, he is a surprisingly re-
served and warm guy. He doesn’t
say much, but when he does speak,
anyone nearby listens because his
comments are well thought-out.

The 34-year-old Englishman
and Southampton supporter start-
ed out as a football journalist writ-
ing for sports websites. A few
jobs later he was the senior pro-
ducer of multimedia at ESPN.
Four years ago producers there
were looking for a fresh format,
and Andy pitched a concept that
had been playing on his mind.

“I’ve always thought I’d be
alright on tape. I did the pilot and
they loved it, and that led to me
doing live football,” explained
Andy. The pilot became Football
Crazy.

Being in the spotlight brings
criticism, especially to a present-
er with a loud style such as
Andy’s. He admits that at first he
was bothered by hearing that
some people didn’t like his pre-
senting style. However, he says
he’s learned to deal with it and
just move on.

“The easiest thing to do with
the show is that I just have to be
myself, so I just carry on doing
that. If people don’t like me that’s
their problem,” Andy said.

“People are more likely to

she said about breaking into foot-
ball presenting.

Charlie has plans to make
even bigger differences. Her ul-
timate goal is to set up a sports
academy for abused and under-
privileged children. She knows
from personal experience that
being involved in athletics can
give a child direction, passion and
dedication.

“I’ve crossed barriers in
Asia as the first female football
presenter. It just shows you you
can do anything. I’m from a work-
ing class family, I was never
‘bought’ into anything. It shows
if you work you can do anything
and hopefully I reflect that.

“It doesn’t matter if you’re
a woman or a guy, colored or not
colored or whatever – it doesn’t
matter, you can do it. Society says
be like that. You should think out
of the box,” Charlie added.

As for how her dad who
took her to all those matches feels
about his daughter being a voice
of football in Asia. “He secretly
loves it,” said Charlie.

IMPRESSIVE RESUMÉ: Charlie Webster gives the camera a barrier-
shattering smile. Beauty, brains and love of sports – what more
could ESPN want?
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STARS One of the first things
Andrew Leci will
warn you about is not
to be misled by his suit

and his dry humor. “If you have
ever watched me on TV, you’d
know that I don’t ‘do serious’ at
all,” said Andrew of his regular
roles on ESPN’s Here We Go and
Football Focus.

Andrew’s biography paints
him as the ultimate “New Age
Renaissance Man – if only he
understood what it meant.” He
has a degree in English literature
and drama from the University of
Sheffield in the UK, and has writ-
ten about food, travel and books
for the The Sun, The Edge, Busi-
nessweek and the now-defunct
Asiaweek.

He also is trained actor, a
practiced comedian, a qualified
Cordon Bleu chef and co-found-
ed the Instant Café Theatre
Company in Malaysia in 1989.

“I guess like most human
beings I still haven’t found what
I’m looking for. I try to try as
many things with my life with the
hope of finding something I am
sufficiently good at that people
will either give me money or give
me awards for. My latest incar-
nation is as a sports presenter,”
explained Andrew.

How he landed in front of a
TV camera was just a matter of
him putting two and two together
and going for it, he said. Andrew
was between jobs – or “between
lives”, as he describes it – and
was tuning into some sports ac-
tion on ESPN when he started
thinking about the presenters.

“I thought, ‘Hmm… that’s
interesting, I could do that.’  I

thought I could combine my act-
ing skills with my love of sports
and my knowledge of football.
I’ve been a football fan all my life.
It was sort of a serendipitous
moment,” he said.

Andrew either likes or loves
his current incarnation, but he
says that it’s never less than that.
He has realized that he has ev-
ery boy’s dream job, getting paid
to watch and talk about football.

“If someone would have
told me when I was a kid that I’d
be doing this at this stage of my
life I would have laughed. It’s a
fantastic way to make a living,”
said Andrew.

As for being a personality
who is recognized on the street,
Andrew is somewhat used to it
after his acting days in Malaysia,
where he performed in produc-

write in if they don’t like some-
thing than they are if they do like
something. But on Football Cra-
zy you could count the negative
comments we get throughout the
course of the year on one hand,”
he said.

Andy was grateful for a
weekend to spend time with his
colleagues to help other people –
and spend with his family.

“It’s not often we get the
chance to do something a) as a
group and b) we never get the
chance to do anything for chari-
ty, especially on the weekend. It’s
the first weekend I’ve had with
my family in a long time – that’s
quite important.”

Andy was impressed by the
charity event, which raised more
than 500,000 baht for Life Home
Project. After returning home
after the weekend, Andy wrote
on his blog, “Seeing these guys
and their smiles and being able to
understand what magnificent
work the charity has done was
amazing.”

Andy says that having great
coworkers helps him to get
through the long working hours
and working almost every week-
end. “They’re all very passion-
ate people and we’re all very
lucky people. It’s not hard work,
but a lot of hours – and it’s en-
joyable.”

tions ranging from Shakespeare
to A Streetcar Named Desire to
live comedy. Being stopped on the
street just to talk or to field a few
questions just comes with the job,
he says.

“I consider that if people are
paying money to watch you on
television you should give them
the time of day and you should
be nice to them. And if they want
to talk to you, you should talk to
them,” he said, quickly adding
with a smirk that he did not have
any stalkers and people are usu-
ally very nice.

Andrew feels people in-
volved in television don’t do
enough for charities or to help out
in communities. “If you are in the
position we are where we have
good jobs and make reasonable
money, then we should help out.”

SEARCHING: Andrew Leci contemplates golf at Laguna Phuket –
and he says he doesn’t ‘do serious’.

LIKEABLE: ‘If people don’t like me that’s their problem,’ says Andy
Penders (left). At the post-golf party at Laguna Holiday Club Resort
Phuket they all seemed to like him. – Photo: Dan Miles
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T his week

APRIL ART: Advisor to the Phuket Provincial Administration Organization (OrBorJor)
Rawat Areerob (2nd from right) and BIS School Director Dr George Hickman (2nd
from left) show off one of the paintings on display at the IB Visual Art Student
Exhibition at the Royal Phuket Marina. Art by seven BIS students is on show and
for sale until April 30.

ON THE LOOSE: (from left) Ernst Loosen entertains Dusit Laguna Resort F&B Director
Michael Vorderleitner; Sheraton Grande Laguna Phuket Hotel Manager Torsten Richter;
and Hans-Peter Blumer of Black Forest Distribution Co Ltd, importer of Dr Loosen wines
from Germany, at a March 26 wine dinner at the Sheraton Grande.

FITNESS BOOST: Dome Chitralada (2nd from right), Vice-President of Commercial Sales for
Johnson Health Tech (Thailand) Ltd, receives a bouquet from Amporn Ruyan, Managing Director
of Paunsilp Advertising, at the opening of Johnson’s Phuket branch. From left, Regional
Manager Primlada Piemchaiwong, Assistant HR Manager Pattana Tammarom and Financial
Controller Willie Chen look on.

GRADULATIONS: Phuket Gazette Classifieds Administrator Porntiwa ‘Jeab’
Hongwongpaisarn (2nd from right) is joined at her graduation from Rajabhat
Phuket University by fellow staffers (from left) Classifieds Assistant Manager
Oranut ‘Ja’ Samantamit, Classifieds Manager Phatsara ‘Yui’ Raktammakit
and Website Products Sales Rep Angkana ‘Koy’ Kaewpradit.

LAGOON LAUNCH: The owners of the new Porto restaurant at Boat Lagoon, Bovornporn
Lorchaiwet (left) and Wolfgang Grimm (2nd from right), are joined by Robert Wigman (right),
Director of Wine and Taste, and Phuket Tourist Association Consultant Pattanapong Akewanich
at the launch of the restaurant.

RUBBING IT IN: The sales team of Kiwo-Thai Co Ltd test their new Banana
Boat sunscreen products on a tourist at Patong Beach.
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A girl’s rich imagination
Iam almost ashamed to ad-

mit this, but since hitting the
start of my forties, I have
become obsessed with mon-

ey. Like most people I never seem
to have enough of the stuff, what
with the cost of children and ev-
erything that goes with them –
housing, clothing, food, educa-
tion…

Yes, I am well aware that
relative to 99.9% of the planet, I
am amply blessed. But the really
sad thing is that I inhabit a fanta-
sy world in which I genuinely
imagine that any day now I am
going to become absolutely load-
ed.

How? Well, because the
book I wrote is now published, it
is well on the way to becoming a
bestseller, and before you know
it I’ll be quaffing champagne
cocktails with Hugh Grant who,
naturally, will take the lead male
role in the film version. Just think
of all those film award parties I’ll
be attending.

I spend all my time thinking
things like, “I know I’m a bit of a
state now, but it doesn’t matter,
because when I’m rich I’ll be
really groomed.”

Not that I’m not groomed
now, of course, but what I mean
is really groomed. I have even
gone to the trouble of mentally
working out that, to save time, I’ll
spend one day a month at a spa
getting my eyebrows shaped, a
manicure and a Brazilian bikini
wax done simultaneously.

Then there’s my wardrobe,
currently a sorry mix of designer,
by which I mean French Connec-
tion and High Street – by which I
mean Oxfam and vintage cloth-
ing shops.

But any time soon, I’m go-
ing to be upgrading it. I was think-
ing Emporio Armani for casual,
Armani for smart, and it goes
without saying that all my shoes
will be handmade by Jimmy Choo
and Manolo Blahnik.

Other purchases I’ve plan-

ned are my runaround car, my
modest little London flat overlook-
ing the Thames (Richmond or
Canary Wharf? It’s so hard to
decide) and lengthy foreign holi-
days in Tuscany and the Carib-
bean.

Please tell me that there are
other people out there who also
feel that wealth on a massive
scale must be just around the cor-
ner, and that their current lifestyle
is some kind of mistake.

I know that these days
we’re all supposed to be concen-
trating on the beauty within –
balancing our chakras the way
our mothers used to move furni-
ture around – but I don’t believe
anyone who says they don’t care
about cash.

They’re either totally irre-
sponsible, like me, and shortly
to be visited by burly men who
will cut up their credit cards, or
they’re too cashed up for their
own good – in which case they
really should spread it around a
little.

The worst thing, though –
and I’m sure this is true for many
women in my position – is that if
I’m honest, I have been relative-
ly opulent.

In my twenties I earned
enough to develop a plane habit
so expensive that if I could get
all the money back now, it would
have been enough to pay for my
boys to go to Harrow Boys’
School.

There’d even be cash to
spare for a Harvey Nichols tuck
box every term for the darling lit-
tle monsters who, incidentally,
haven’t brought in a penny since
arriving on the scene one by one
over the past 17 years.

Did I appreciate this at the
time? No I did not. Because, nat-
urally, I expected that one pay rise
would lead to another – even
though I was my own boss – and
that, in short, I would carry on
getting richer.

Only it hasn’t quite worked

out that way. I really didn’t real-
ize how much it costs to be an
adult.

I mean, once you’re in your
forties there’s really no excuse
for not paying your road tax or
your mobile phone bill, is there?
Not to mention forking out for the
dry cleaning, kids’ birthdays and
staying in hotels with indoor toi-
lets.

Nor did I anticipate that be-
coming a slacker – I mean cre-
ating a better work/life balance,
or whatever the “in” phrase is

this week – would inevitably
mean seeing my earnings plunge
into freefall.

I just can’t reconcile my-
self to the fact that if you want
serious loot you usually have to
work bloody hard for it. Because
in my case, without sounding
morbid, I’m not going to hang
around waiting for an inherit-
ance.

My father is a retired ac-
countant who has taken to grow-
ing olives in Cyprus, and hope-
fully he has a good few years of
fresh sea air ahead of him to be
getting on with.

I just wish sometimes that
he’d been a dodgier accountant
and cooked more books.

When I told him I was go-
ing to semi-retire and become a
full-time writer, his immediate
response was an expression of
horror accompanied by the
words, “I haven’t got any mon-
ey, you know.”

He did relent a few minutes
later, adding, “But I do have this
olive grove and five dogs. You can
probably have them if the going
gets tough.”

He wasn’t lying. These
days he probably thinks I’m the
one who’s loaded. As if!

I know that money is like
potato chips – no matter how big
your stash, you always want
more. Richard Branson is proba-
bly sitting around right now day-
dreaming… “When I’m as rich
as Bill Gates, I’ll go everywhere
by balloon.”

I should just admit to my-
self that I may never become as
utterly wealthy as I am in my fan-
tasies. What I should really do is
count my blessings (yawn) and
be thankful, as my mother would
say (yawn).

I suppose there’s always
that promise of my dad’s dogs.
And they certainly are very nice
dogs. I wonder how much I could
get for them?

Ambrosia Sakkadas, a UK-born
Greek Cypriot and graduate of
Central St Martins College of
Art & Design in London, is an
artist, designer and newspaper
columnist. Her novel, Greek
Girls Don’t Cry, is available from
amazon.com and amazon.co.uk
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Wattana Kaewmano,
Beverage Manager
at JW Marriott
Phuket Resort &

Spa, shows two fantastic cock-
tails invented by Tom Waden, the
resort’s talented Liquid Chef.

Perhaps the most stunning
of these concoctions is the pres-
tigious Paramour Pearl Cocktail
– a combination of smooth spir-
its and flavors, giving the drink a
soft, sparkling taste, garnished
with a necklace of Andaman
Pearls.

This romantic cocktail costs
15,000 baht plus tax and service
charge – totaling about US$375.
The first of these cocktails was
bought and blended for a loved
one on Valentine’s Day.

Ingredients:

Hennessy Paradise Extra Cognac
1½ oz

Ruby port ½ oz
Lime juice ½ oz
Vanilla syrup ¾ oz
Pasteurized egg white 1 oz
Champagne poured on top
One strand of Andaman Pearls

Method: Pour all ingredients ex-
cept the champagne (and the
pearls) into a shaker, and mix.
Pour into a glass and top with
champagne. The egg white cre-

ates the foam on the top, which
is rejuvenated each time a little
more champagne is added.

The Mojito Royale is the most
popular drink at the Mar-

riott. This 350-baht cocktail is
the Hemingway classic with a
twist.

One of the secrets to this
local rendition is to gently crush
the mint to release the flavor. The
Marriott also makes its own lem-
ongrass syrup and aged rum is
used to give the drink a smoother
flavor. Not too sweet, not too
sour – but refreshing.

Ingredients:
Dark aged rum 1½ oz
Fresh mint 5-7 leaves
Lime 6-7 slices
Lemongrass extract 1 drop
Sugar syrup 1 oz
Crushed ice

Method: Pour sugar syrup to
create a layer on the bottom of
the glass and top with lime slices,
then gently crush fresh mint
leaves with your palms to re-
lease their flavor and let them
fall into the glass. Add lemon-
grass extract and stir, then pour
in the rum. Fill with crushed ice.

Above: Waiter! There are pearls

in my drink! Below: Not too

sweet, not too sour – the Mojito

Royale.

COCKTAIL TIME by Semacote Suganya

PEARL SWIRLPEARL SWIRL
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Days
of
pride

T
he 2007 Gay
Pride Festival
opened with
flair in Patong
March 29, with
a red- carpet

party at the Paradise
Complex’s Way Out Strip. The
2007 festival slogan is “Cre-
ating a Stronger GLBT (Gay,
Lesbian, Bisexual and Trans-
sexual) Community in
Phuket”.

To help create that
strength, community activi-
ties including a beach volley-
ball tournament, costume pa-
rade and dance party were
held during the four-day festi-
val.

The April 1 costume pa-
rade was the grand finale of

the festival, with participants
joining in from local bars as
well as members of Patong
Hospital’s “Men Who Have
Sex With Men” (MSM) pub-
lic awareness project.

Parade spectators lined
both sides of Thaweewong Rd
to catch a glimpse of the flam-
boyant outfits, which included
head dresses, wigs and even
body paints. The parade
ended at the Patong Football
Field, where a closing party
was held.

The festival is sponsored
by Phuket Pride Association
(PPA). The PPA also actively
supports Phuket organiza-
tions that fight against HIV
and Aids, including the Patong
Hospital MSM project, which
works to increase condom use
among male sex workers in
Patong.

By Natcha Yuttaworawit
& Laura Schafer
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Heritage of millionaires
TALES
TRAVELER

B y  E d  P e t e r s

OF A

Anyone who can un-
earth an early copy of
the Lonely Planet
Shoestring Guide to

Southeast Asia, the “yellow
bible” as it was once known, will
find there were but a few pages
devoted to Laos, confined to a
brief historical round-up and the
gloomy advice that the political
situation proscribed travel within
its borders, backpacking or oth-
erwise.

Fast forward to 2007, and
– glory be – there’s an entire
guide to the country. And there’s
no question about the most popu-
lar destination in what was once
called the Land of a Million El-
ephants. It’s Luang Prabang.

A UNESCO World Heri-
tage Site for the past dozen years,
Luang Prabang is one of the most
beautifully preserved cities in the
region.

It’s hardly off the beaten
track – witness the thousands of
visitors flocking in from Thailand,
Europe and even mainland China
every year – but there are only a
few non-stop international flights
buzzing their way here, so for the
moment the former capital is
pretty much unspoiled.

It’s even more perfect for
those who don’t want to go with-
out their home comforts. There
are some 35 temples to wander
about, and once you’ve reached
your full wattage (pun intended),
then there are possibly twice as
many cafés and restaurants to
chill out in.

Similar to how Kathmandu
was renowned for its gustatory
pleasures in its hippie days in the
early 1970s, the main strip of
Luang Prabang is one bakery and
pizzeria after another, all serving
top scoff and at prices that will
barely make a dent in the one
million Laos kip you’ll get if you
exchange 100 US dollars. Being
a millionaire has never been so
easy, or so much fun.

The greatest pleasure in
Luang Prabang is to rise just be-
fore dawn and make your way
down to Sisavangvong, the high-
est of three parallel thoroughfares
running through the most historic
part of town. There’ll be scores
of others up and about already,
kneeling on the pavement wait-
ing to give alms to the monks from
nearby monasteries.

Hawkers provide the nec-
essary vitals, and once you’re
armed with alms, simply wait for
the orange tide. It is led by ven-
erable barefooted abbots, fol-
lowed by the younger brethren
and with winsome 10-year-old
novices trailing at the rear.

The form is simple: scoop a
handful of rice into the monks’
begging bowls as they scoot by.
The whole process lasts for per-
haps half an hour. Once banned
by the old communist regime, this
simple and moving ceremony is

now part of mainstream life in
Luang Prabang, and as much
about the preservation of culture
as anything UNESCO might
fashion with bricks, mortar and
high-flown mission statements.

While Luang Prabang’s
night market is the stuff of
Aladdin-style legend, it’s curious
to record that by day the city is
less busy than might be expected.
Package tourists are bussed off

to visit outlying villages, or boated
up the Mekong, and the streets
and alleyways, tailor-made for
meandering on foot or by bike, are
often deserted.

When the foot-slogging be-
comes a little too much, there are
plenty of spas to relax in and con-
template the wonders of a former
civilization that somehow man-
aged to loiter in the 21st century
pretty much intact.

REMINDERS:
The former

royal palace
in Luang
Prabang
(above)

now the
National

Museum,
and (right) a

French
colonial
home.
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AFTER
DARK

By Zach Fridell

360º Bar

Perched high, high up on a
hill above Laguna and
surrounded by the Phu-
ket Pavilions housing de-

velopment, the 360º Bar pumps
out chill music and relaxing vibes
as the west-coast upper crust sip
cocktails and socialize.

Sitting up above the fray,
and above the multi-million-baht
homes surrounding the club, the
open-air bar is a scene unto it-
self. The design and management
reach for many ideas at the same
time – from world-class music to
a buffet bar – and largely reach
them.

Stepping up onto the open-
air balconies that make 360º, the
feel is one of sophistication, with
the bar and tables lit from within
and far more premium drinks in
hands than Chang beers.

It is a place to be seen and
a place to see, with breathtak-
ing vistas completing not an en-
tire 360º view, but a respectable
300º or so.

The best views are at sun-
set, but in order to see them you
have to show up a bit earlier than
the 7 pm start time that 360º has
set for their recent promotions.

The promotions promise to
be big events, with 1,490-baht
buffets on Wednesdays (Mediter-
ranean food) and Sundays (Lati-
no food) in April, accompanied by
international DJs who 360º fly in
from Bangkok and beyond play-
ing Friday nights.

On some nights you may
see resident DJ and Bar Manager
Steady Eddie on the turntables

serving up laid-back tracks. Eddie
Anegkana grew up watching in-
ternational DJs perform at his
family’s bar on  Koh Samui be-
fore he moved to
the Bed Supper-
club in Bangkok,
from where he is
recruiting new art-
ists to join 360º’s
lineup.

DJ Sonny
was among the first to make the
trip and performed at the season
opener March 30 when he played
music perfect for relaxing – and
flirting.

The exclusivity of 360º is

due in no small part to the effort
required to lounge in their lounge.
Secluded, with few road signs
and, as far as I could tell, no sign

on the club it-
self, it is an
evening’s desti-
nation more
than a short
stop or a jump-
ing-off point. If
you make the

40-minute trek from Phuket City
you won’t be disappointed by the
sights, but you also won’t want
to stay for a mere 10 minutes.

As you arrive at the
Phuket Pavilions estate, a

smartly-dressed guard will raise
the gate, allowing you to drive
up to the parking lot halfway up
the hill.

From there it’s a short,
steep ride in a golf cart up the
hill until the thumping bass and
bright lights can be ignored no
more.

Even at the entrance to 360º
itself, it’s another climb up a set
of stairs before you are rewarded
with the hilltop party.

Despite its ultra-modern
design, the bar also manages to
feel natural, with trees planted in
the middle of the dining areas and
nothing more than a large sheet

of fabric separating the party
from the open sky.

Perfect for a chic night out
with Phuket’s hi-so set. Show up
for sundowners and take it all in.

THE HIGH LIFE: With panoramic views over the Laguna development all the way up to Phang Nga, the open-air
design of 360º is well-suited to its natural beauty. Right: DJ Sonny, from the Bangkok Bed Supperclub, spins
chill tracks at the kickoff party for 360º’s new season of buffets and DJs.

Highly Hi-SoHighly Hi-So
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The Cryptic Crossword

Compiled by Tortuus. © 2007

PPPPPUZZLESUZZLESUZZLESUZZLESUZZLES

Solution, tips and
computer program at

www.sudoku.com

Sudoku is very simple: each row, each column and each “box” of
nine squares within the puzzle must contain all the numbers from
1 to 9 with, naturally, no repetitions. Beware: there is only one
solution to this puzzle, which is on the next page.

EZ TRIVIA QUIZ

Rhyme
Time

Scribble Space

ACROSS

1. Stone difficulty? Yes. (4)
3. Fairytale character in

deer-call twist. (10)
9. Sister takes point back, at

sleep. (6)
10. Drug agent, is silicon

blooms. (8)
12. Fuel trick, they say, of

stomach. (6)
14 & 19. Golf course?

Young lady, I am on
hummocks. (7, 5)

16. Solar line east, to clip
twitch. (8)

19. See 14.
21. Music for golfing action.

(5)
22. Drone and I mess up tidy

dampness. (8)
25. In which children and Ed

dwelled. (7)
27. Snooker component a

signal to dance. (4,3)
30. Socialist abandoned flying

essential. (4-4)
32. Palace’s slatted opening.

(6)
33. Having no writer, heart

and souls redesigned. (10)
34. Without this, you’d give

up. (4)

DOWN

1. Quit about doctor’s clue.
(6)

2. Complains about meats.
(5)

4. Almost nine to a
Columbian ship. (4)

5. With cereal part, scold
insect. (6)

6. Almost lost the Spanish.
(3)

7. Shrink a creditor’s right
with one saint.

8. Overcharge with, er, 50 in
currency. (8)

11. Tax department is about
right. (1,1,1)

13. Capture difficulty. (5)

Hidden in the grid below are the names of 25 words
relating to cowboy life. The names may read vertically,
horizontally or diagonally. They may also read right-to-
left or down-to-up. Score: 15 or more, good; 20 or more,

very good; 20, excellent.

Hidden Words

B H R E T Q B S M T W N W Q O

U B K V I E C L L N S L H F F

R N I I D T A J R I V O I F M

J C G R E R L V O N H I S L B

E I O D L U F E D L P S K S H

I L S H D Y O U F B V M E V L

L F A M D S P U R S B V Y F V

G A O M A K T H P V E D B R A

S B Q K S Y N E C I A I B R U

J Y M H H B T X E N N N H O A

J O G X Q K H M B R S W N V I

N T P D C P E Q U B H I F Q P

C O F F E E U N M H M V S I O

L V C B E S R O H A S C S S H

E S B R R E T S L O H T S U F

O E D O R E D A E A O A L V Y

J P G N G R P B P L L X V J E

J C S C Q B V S A F F F A L Y

D Z P O Y T G S K N A I T Q P

L C L E R F A E A E D T R I K

H G D H R N C I H L A A H B W

S T A M P E D E R C O W N P L

O Q M H O P K M Y A P O A A I

H G R O P X G O G J L Y N E N

S Z F L E E G O P H Q R B N U

Solution on next page

The words
described below all
rhyme with “vein”.

What are they?

1. Self-important.
2. Wind indicator.
3. Run for office.
4. Bubbly.
5. Amuse.
6. Hold.
7. Cause of

misery.
8. Scandinavian.
9. Killed.
10. Series of links.

Answers on next page

1. As I was going to St
Ives, I met a man with
how many wives?

2. Which country’s flag
has horizontal bars,
from the top, of white,
blue and red?

3. Where does rubber
come from?

4. What is the capital of
Belgium?

5. What is made in a
tannery?

Answers on next page

6. What would you put in
a quiver?

7. What is the cube root
of 1,728?

8. What does an
omnivore eat?

9. If you walked north,
then turned right, then
right again, then left,
which direction would
you be facing?

10. What are raisins made
from?

15. Small island is rented out.
(5)

17. Capital company in air. (5)
18. Firm with sound

equipment is amusing. (5)
19. Hospital limit to

monopolize animal. (8)
20. Is a ringer a queen?
23. Gainsayer of unit of

fineness. (6)

24. Cheat warmer. (6)
26. Scrap or shirt. (3)
28. Hammering block not

viable initially – be sick
about it. (5)

29. Shivers at end of plague.
(4)

31. Well seizure. (3)

Solution on next page
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Puzzle

Solutions

ACROSS

1. Sinbad’s giant mythical bird.
5. Measurement of rotational speed.
7. Wright brother.
8. Golf course average.
9. It doesn’t work.
10. Unhappy.
12. End of daylight.
13. Get-out-of-jail payment.
15. Badger’s home.
17. Ship’s kitchen.
19. Mr Lincoln.
21. Body of saltwater.
24. New York City.
25. Stop it from happening.
26. Anger
27. Opposite of science?

Get your brain
in gear with

The Monster Quiz

Quick Crossword

Solution to this

week’s Cryptic
Crossword

Solution to this

week’s Sudoku

puzzle

Solution to this

week’s Quick
Crossword

EZ Trivia Answers
1. Seven; 2. Russian Federation; 3. Rubber trees;
4. Brussels; 5. Leather; 6. Arrows; 7. 12; 8.
Everything; 9. East; 10. Grapes.

Monster Quiz Answers
1. The Worldwide Web; 2. Chromium; 3. Nikola
Tesla; 4. Nikola Tesla; 5. In 1938, to make
toothbrushes; 6. Electromagnetic radiation; 7.
1578; 8. Cornelius Drebbel; 9. Ole Evinrude;
10. The zipper; 11. The cupholder; 12. Coca-
Cola; 13. Crossword puzzle; 14. William Henry
Gates III; 15. Eyeglasses; 16. The piano; 17. The
lawn mower; 18. 1907; 19. Computer; 20. The
water bed.

Rhyme Time Answers
1. Vain; 2. Vane; 3. Campaign; 4. Champagne; 5.
Entertain; 6. Contain; 7. Bane; 8. Dane; 9. Slain;
10. Chain.

Puzzle

Solutions

1. What did Tim Bernhers-
Lee and Robert Cailliau
invent?

2. Harry Brearley invented
stainless steel by adding
what to conventional
steel?

3. Who won the “War of
Currents” between AC
and DC power?

4. Who described Einstein’s
Thory of Relativity as  “a
beggar clothed in purple
whom ignorant people
take for a king”?

5. When and how was
nylon first used
commercially?

6. Samuel Langley
invention, the bolometer,
is used to measure
what?

7. The first navigable
Solution below right

DOWN

1. Boxing ring boundary.
2. Small crown.
3. Ms Gardner, actress.
4. Itchy pest.
5. Stop light.
6. Olympian’s reward.
10. Play venue.
11. Database, in short.
14. Georgia city.
15. Japanese dish.
16. Thanks.
18. Sailing vessel.
20. Ale.
22. Chimpanzee, eg.
23. Rent out.

Hidden Words
SOLUTION

+ + + E + + B + + + + + W + +
+ + + V + E C + + + + + H + +
+ + + I D + A + + + + + I + +
+ + + R E + L + + + + + S + +
+ + O D L + F + + + + + K + +
+ L + + D + + + + + + + E + +
L + + + D S P U R S B + Y + +
+ + + + A + T + + + E + + + +
+ + + + S + + E + + A + + + +
+ + + + + + + + E + N + + O +
+ + + + + + + + + R S + N + +
+ + + + + + + + + + + I + + P
C O F F E E + + + + M + + I O
+ + + B E S R O H A + C S S +
+ + + R R E T S L O H T S + +
O E D O R + + A E A O A + + +
+ + + N + + P B P L L + + + E
+ + + C + + + S A + F + + L +
+ + + O + T + S + N + I T + P
+ + + + + + A + A + D T R I +
+ + + + R + + I + L A A H + +
S T A M P E D E R C O W N + +
+ + + + + + K + + A + O + A +
+ + + + + + + O + + L + N + +
+ + + + + + + + P + + + + + +

submarine was built from
designs drawn up by
Cornelius Drebbel in
which year?

8. Who, in 1619, invented the
microscope?

9. Which Norwegian
invented the outboard
motor?

10. Whitcomb Judson
invented the clasp-locker,
now better known as
what?

11. Another of his inventions
made Judson’s son a
millionaire. What was it?

12. What invention was
originally intended to
combat headaches,
nervousness and morphine
addiction?

13. In 1913, Arthur Wynne
created the first what?

14. What is Bill Gates’ full
name?

15. What is Salvino
D’Armati credited with
inventing about 700
years ago?

16. What 17th century
invention was known
originally as the
Arpicembalo?

17. What invention is
engineer Edwin Beard
Budding famed for?

18. When was the first
plastic material, Bakelite,
produced?

19. The Difference Engine,
invented in 1822, was
the first what?

20. What did Neil Arnott
invent in 1832?

Answers below, left
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Off the
SHELF
By James Eckardt

World’s best story writer

PHUKET DIARY www.phuketgazette.net/calendar

I’m in love with Alice Munro. I’ve been
in love with her for two decades, ever
since I read The Beggar Maid, a col-
lection of stories about a mother and

daughter in rural Ontario that read like a
novel and stretched and swung between
girlhood and old age.

She has only written one novel, Lives
of Girls and Women, but her 11 collec-
tions of short stories have roused other
writers to compare her to Tolstoy and
Chekhov.

She has revolutionized the form.
Short stories were originally written for
magazines but hers can go on for 60 and
70 pages. She has an intense sense of
place, mostly western Ontario and Van-
couver, and she loves to play with time: a
story may start with a middle-aged wom-
an reflecting on childhood memories, flash
forward to an old age home, spin back to
her teenage prime. In her latest collection
of stories, The View from Castle Rock
(Alfred A. Knopf, New York, 2006, 349pp)
she’s added another innovative twist, com-
bining family history, personal memoir and
fiction.

She has collected information about
her Scottish ancestors, the Laidlaws, and
how they immigrated to the wilds of Can-
ada in 1818. Meanwhile, there were other
stories she had not included in other col-
lections because they were closer to a
personal memoir than fiction.

“You could say that such stories pay

more attention to the truth of a life than
fiction usually does,” she writes in her in-
troduction. “But not enough to swear on.”

The tale opens with Alice Munro
searching a graveyard in rural Scotland for
the gravestone of her great-great-great-
great grandfather, born at the end of the
17th century. William Laidlaw was known
as Will O’Phaup, from the name of the
farm he took over in hardscrabble Ettrick
Valley. He was a man of great local fame
for feats of running and strength. Descend-
ed from him were noted preacher Tho-
mas Boston and poet James Hogg, friend
of Robert Burns. Various family members
wrote diaries and memoirs, which help
Munro follow their progress across the
Atlantic and into the wilderness of Cana-
da.

A third of the way through the book
we come to Working for a Living, the

story of her father who abandoned farm-
ing and turned to trapping as a way of life.
Later with his enterprising wife he set up
a mink and fox farm that got them through
the depression but would eventually fail.
In the end, he settled
happily for a night
watchman job in a
local foundry and set
down his memoirs of
the family. By this
time his daughter had
become a famous
writer.

About halfway
through the book, the
story shifts to Alice
Munro. She’s 60 and
driving with her hus-
band past a boarded-
up rural store. She
suddenly remembers
eating an ice cream
cone at that spot
while on a drive with
her father to a lake-
side hotel where her
mother had spent the summer of 1941 sell-
ing fox and mink furs to American tour-
ists.

We get the story of her first love, a
stable boy who would become a soldier in
World War II and a successful construc-
tion contractor afterward, last glimpsed at
a high school reunion many years later.

There is the summer of 1951 when
she’s in her last year of high school and
hired as a maid at a rich family’s summer
home where she’s introduced to a stern
and sophisticated class system.

And at the end
of the book, a cancer
scare that turns out to
be false prompts her
to reflect:

“Such frights
will come and go.

“Then there will
be one that won’t.
One that won’t go.

“But for now,
the corn is in tassel,
the height of summer
passing, time opening
out with room again
for tiffs and trivialities.
No more hard edges
on the days, no send
of fate buzzing a-
round in your veins
like a swarm of tiny
and relentless insects.

Back to where no great change seems to
be promised beyond the change of sea-
sons. Some raggedness, carelessness,
even a casual possibility of boredom again
in the reaches of earth and sky.”

Alice Munro is 75 now and has re-
cently said that this may be her last book.
All we can do is pray it ain’t so.

Jungceylon Grand Opening.
April 8 to 15.

Jungceylon is planning a
week of entertainment and fun
during the Grand Opening cele-
brations from April 8 to 15.

Scheduled for the celebra-
tion are a concert by Thai super
star Tata Young (April 9), the
Miss International Songkran Con-
test (April 12) and fireworks and
light-and-sound show (April 8).

There will also be a multi-
tude of fashion shows including
bikini and lingerie catwalk shows
(April 8) and an opportunity to
cheer for your favorite “Hottie”
at the Miss Phuket Bike Week
Beauty Pageant (April 15).

All activities are free. For
more information, see the web-
site at www.jungceylon.com

April 13 to 15. Songkran (Thai
New Year).

Also known as the Water
Festival. Held during the driest
months in Thailand, Songkran is
celebrated by Thais throughout
the country by pouring – tradition-
ally only a little, but these days a
lot – of water on other people to
wish them good luck for the New
Year.

Phuket Bike Week. April 14
and 15.

Several thousand bikers
from all over the world are ex-
pected to participate in the 13th
Annual Phuket Bike Week 2007
to be held April 14 and 15 by
Phuket Riders Club and Ride
Thailand Magazine.

Throughout the weekend

bikes such as Harley-Davidsons,
BMWs, Ducatis and Hondas will
be touring the island, including a
procession through Patong, Kata,
Karon, Promthep Cape, Rawai
and Thalang.

Past Phuket Bike Weeks
have enticed at least 5,000 peo-
ple to the island.

Some highlights of this
year’s festivities include a Big
Bike and Motor Show on April
14 at 4 pm and a Biker Fashion
Show by Harley Davidson Bang-
kok at 9:30 pm that night, both at
Thai Naan Restaurant on Wichit
Songkhram Rd opposite Central
Festival Phuket.

On April 15 activities will be

centered around Jungceylon
shopping center in Patong and will
feature a Big Bike Party at 7 pm
and the Miss Phuket Bike Week
judging at 9 pm.

Until April 30. BIS Student
Art Exhibition.

The British International
School (BIS) is holding its Inter-
national Baccalureate Visual Arts
Exhibition from March 23 to April
30 at Royal Phuket Marina.

The exhibition of about 100
pieces of art by seven BIS Inter-
national Baccalaureate (IB) art
major students includes sculp-
tures, photographs, paintings and
fashion art.

The exhibition will be on dis-
play from 9 am to 5 pm daily.

For more information call
BIS at 076-238711-20 ext 0, or
Jeanette Skelton at Royal Phuket
Marina at 081-7971420.

Until April 15: Perfect Phuket
Contest.

Property developer C9 Ho-
telworks has launched a website
and worldwide competition,
sponsored by the Gazette, urg-
ing the global community to cre-
ate videos of the perfect lifestyle
on Phuket, with the chance to
win prizes.

The www.phuketperfect.
com website guides viewers to a

dedicated page on the YouTube
website where entrants can up-
load their videos from March 1
until April 15.

Winners will be announced
on phuketperfect.com April 30.
Top prize is a week’s stay at the
Movenpick Residence.

All details of the program
and uploading instructions can be
found at www.phuketperfect.
com/contest/

May 1: Labor Day.
Labor Day is a public holi-

day for all employees in the pri-
vate sector. However, govern-
ment offices will function nor-
mal.
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It’s simple: jet-skis
endanger lives

Deal with encroachment now

The letter from “We love speed”
(a fitting, moronic pseudonym) in
the March 31 Gazette asked,
“What damage do jet-skis do?”

A couple of years ago a 13-
year-old German boy died after
the jet-ski he was riding crashed
into a moored long-tail boat off
Patong. He was riding a jet-ski
that police officers said had been
hired for him by his father.

The boy died before he ar-
rived at Patong Hospital, just a
few hundred meters from the
beachfront.

What a horrific image that
must have been. I’m sure the
many people who were there on
the beach that day will never for-
get it.

Would “We love speed” let
his or her children drive a pow-
erful motorbike around a
crowded shopping mall? Per-
haps. Jet-skis are a bloody nui-
sance that spoil the peaceful am-
biance of the lovely beaches and
pollute the water with the stench
of gasoline.

I’m very happy to hear you
“banana brains” will spend your
“spondoolakas” elsewhere…
your reckless attitude is not wel-
come in Thailand.

Simon Sheldrick
Kata

Mr Devlin [see Letters, Issue of
March 24], what have you been
drinking?

I guess from your use of
words, such as “marketer” and
“sidewalk”, you may be from one
of the colonies – maybe that
rather successful one that is al-
ready trying to change the way
world speaks, eats and thinks. But
trying to make Phuket streets a
copy of New York really is one
of the silliest ideas I have read
for a long time.

So “take me to the corner
of cabaret avenue and 5th” is go-
ing to make sense to a tuk-tuk
driver? “Next to the Tai Pan,”
will do fine.

There are hundreds of land-
marks around town that the
transport people know: Bangla,

I live in Phuket,
not in New York

Banana, Holiday Inn, and so on
– it’s just a matter of using them.

Sure the smells are unpleas-
ant at times, but the collective
waste has to go somewhere. Try
Venice, Rome, Paris or Athens
for distinctive aromas.

Keeping a tourist town
clean in the tropics is enormously
difficult and I think Patong Mu-
nicipality is doing their best.

I always thought the main
street to the Paradise Hotel was
one of the better kept streets,
with its fountain and well paved
areas. Other routes to the hotel I
would agree may need a clean
up, but on the other hand we
would then be without Little
Greenwich.

Glad I live in New Jersey
(Thalang).

Paul Wheildon
An Englishman in Phuket

Foreigners in Phuket routinely complain about current laws prohibit-
ing non-Thais from freehold land ownership. Yet despite these laws,
most well-funded foreigners have been able to find some way to
work within the law to secure property here – such as through lease
agreements or buying into a condominium project – or by “bending”
the spirit of the law by building on land owned by a company con-
trolled by a Thai nominee.

At the opposite end of the spectrum are some 5,000 landless
families in 30 slum communities, as estimated by a representative of
the non-governmental organization Chumchon Thai Foundation [see
Inside Story, pp4-5].

Many of these families were denied aid after the 2004 tsunami
disaster because they were unable to produce land title deeds or
otherwise prove they were registered residents of the areas they
inhabit.

Their plight is the reverse to that of well-heeled foreigners: al-
though they have every right to buy land here, they simply can’t
afford to – and given the cycle of poverty most are entrapped in,
they probably never will.

A recent article in the online version of the strongly pro-capital-
ist Wall Street Journal stated that prices of “beachfront and oceanview
property in Phuket have climbed by at least 30% annually for the
past five years.”

If true, this means the average seaview villa bought in 2002 at
a cost of 5 million baht now commands a whopping 18.56 million
baht. With prices like these, it is little wonder that the poor are getting
forced off land that, in some cases, they have occupied for almost
two decades – or, in the case of sea gypsies, for centuries.

Phuket Governor Niran Kalayanamit is quite right to insist that
each group of protesters petitioning the government be treated sepa-
rately; some of the groups have legitimate claims, others do not.

Perhaps saddest of all is the fact that even as the number of
slum dwellers on the island increases – with the inevitable social
costs – the province and the local land office have done little or
nothing to make it clear to potential settlers, be they encroachers or
property investors, what land is government owned and which is pri-
vately held and available for development.

In 2003, as part of a national campaign to standardize land titles,
the Land Department undertook a survey of the entire country and
was to launch a drive to upgrade all land papers so that the Chanote
would become the sole form of property deed for Thailand.

Apparently that was all for naught. There is still much confu-
sion over land ownership, and the poor are paying the highest price
for that confusion.

I recently made a trip to Penang
and while checking out of Thai-
land one of the women in our
group was engaged in an argu-
ment with a Thai immigration of-
ficer regarding her length of stay
in Thailand.

She was marched off to an

What happened to
that welcome smile?

office and about an hour later
returned fuming mad. We asked
what was the problem and she
said, “You won’t believe it but
three of those immigration offic-
ers [each with a calculator in
hand] were trying to convince me
that February had 31 days and
that I had overstayed my visa.”

Funny, yes – but bad for
tourism. A simple solution, pro-
posed many times by visitors to
Thailand, is for Thai Immigration
to hire a lot more computer-liter-
ate women who speak a foreign
language, and make them immi-
gration officers at the high-vol-
ume traffic border crossings, such
as at Sadao.

Not only would tourists be
processed faster, but also greeted
by a warm smile instead of the
face of an officer impersonating
the Gestapo.

Dennis Wiley
Phuket

As an American staying in Phu-
ket I’ve been asked by business
owners why Americans don’t
spend their holidays in Thailand.
They tell me that they have cus-
tomers from all over the world,
but very few Americans.

Since having these discus-
sions I’ve noticed that I don’t
meet many Americans traveling
here, and before coming here
most people at home I talked with
were hard pressed to point to
Thailand on a map.

Perhaps the Tourism Au-
thority of Thailand should con-
sider better marketing Phuket to
the US while attempting to lure
better quality tourists to Phuket,
instead of hitting up the usual
European suspects.

An Unquiet American
Phuket

TAT should lure
more Americans
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SATISFYING JAPANESE
TSUNAMI CONCERNS

In his fourth Governor’s
Letter to Phuket’s

expatriate community,
Phuket Governor
Niran Kalayanamit

looks at a variety of topics,
from tsunami warning
systems to Phuket’s

‘sister cities’

LETTER

The
Governor’sThis morning [March 27]

I met with Japanese
Consul Tathuo Ishikawa
from the Japanese Em-

bassy in Bangkok. He came to
discuss Phuket’s early warning
system and preparedness to deal
with any future tsunamis.

The Japanese Embassy is
very concerned for the safety
and security of all its nationals
in Phuket, which includes about
500 expatriate residents and a
much higher number of visiting
tourists.

I explained to Mr Ishikawa
that we now have 19 siren tow-
ers covering risk areas. I also told
him that we conduct drills once a
year to ensure these areas can
be evacuated in 30 minutes.

I also explained our tele-
communications capabilities,
which allow us to warn the pub-
lic about a tsunami and coordi-
nate emergency response. These
include an emergency hotline to
the National Disaster Warning
Center as well as an island-wide
emergency radio network.

Other warning capabilities
are through the Internet, televi-
sion and other media as well as
emergency messages sent out by
instant messaging.

After our meeting, Mr Ishi-
kawa was given a tour of the pro-
vincial disaster warning control
center at Provincial Hall, where
the operational status of all 19
warning towers is constantly
monitored.

We also discussed the pos-
sibility of establishing a sister city
relationship with a city in Japan.
This is in the preliminary discus-
sion phase and we first need to
decide which city would be ap-
propriate.

On the topic of tourism pro-
motion, we discussed ways of
increasing the number of visitors
to Phuket from Japan. Before the
tsunami, there were more foreign
visitors to Phuket from Japan than
Korea, but that is no longer the
case.

I was given three reasons
as to why Japanese tourists have

not returned to Phuket in the
same numbers they did before
the tsunami. The first is compe-
tition. Many Japanese want a
new experience when they
travel; with so many other coun-
tries in the region developing
themselves as tourist destina-
tions, it is increasingly difficult to
attract repeat visitors.

The second reason is the
lack of direct flights. The last
time I met the board of THAI
International Airways I asked
for their cooperation in re-es-
tablishing direct air links to
Phuket that were canceled af-
ter the tsunami.

The final reason for the
small number of visitors from Ja-
pan is a continuing sense of un-
ease about the possibility of an-
other tsunami, which is why it is
so important that we let Japanese
people know that we have a good
warning system in place.

With the Thai economy so
sluggish, we would of course like
to encourage more Japanese in-
vestment in Phuket.

There are many opportuni-
ties waiting in line, such as
projects to help develop Phuket
into an information technology
hub, as well as megaprojects that
include the Ao Phuket develop-
ment project, construction of a

light-rail transit system and the
sports training complex in Tha-
lang, for which the land has al-
ready been approved by the
Treasury Department.

I think all of these areas will
be of interest to Japanese inves-
tors.

Sister cities: Phuket enjoys “sis-
ter” relationships with a number
of foreign cities, including Las
Vegas in the USA, Nice in
France, and Yantai and Hainan in
China. The latest is the Russian
port city of Nakhodka, which we
were twinned with last year.

In addition to promoting
tourism, establishing such relation-
ships can bring intangible benefits
such as increasing international
understanding.

In the case of Nakhodka, it
is good that we have a sister city
in Russia, which is a large and
growing source of tourists.

Having Nakhodka as a sis-
ter city will help us to establish
educational links, which should
help us improve the Russian lan-
guage abilities of our tour guides.
Already we are seeing Russian
language courses being offered
by Phuket Rajabhat University
and the Non-formal Education
Center.

Apart from tourism, we are

also witnessing increased invest-
ment by Russians in the real es-
tate sector and in other areas,
such as marina projects.

Patong: I have to accept that
there has been talk about putting
Patong’s power lines under-
ground for a long time, with no
progress achieved – no matter
how many “study trips” abroad
members of the municipal coun-
cil have made.

I think the tangles of elec-
tric lines in Patong and other parts
of Phuket reveal the lack of com-
munication among the many utili-
ties that install them, including the
Provincial Electricity Authority
(PEA), Telephone Organization
of Thailand (TOT), TT&T and
cable television companies.

I always encourage these
organizations to get together to
solve problems that are hurting
the province, but they usually say
that current regulations prevent
them from taking action and they
have to wait for a change in the
law.

Sewage is another problem
in Patong, especially during the
high season when there are so
many tourists.

I would like to ask the pri-
vate sector for their help. I have
heard that some hotels are trying

to save money by not operating
their on-site wastewater treat-
ment plants, instead releasing
their untreated effluent into the
sea or other public areas.

We hold many seminars
aimed at increasing awareness
and encouraging the public sec-
tor to take a more active role in
environmental protection; if they
don’t do their share, they will kill
their own businesses.

Drugs: On the issue of drug
abuse, I am told by the provin-
cial drug suppression committee
that the total number of arrests
on drug-related charges is de-
creasing, but that the amount of
drug seized in such cases is on
the rise. Still, I don’t think there
are any big drug “agents” oper-
ating here.

Trash: Phuket really needs a sec-
ond trash incinerator, as the single
furnace now in operation cannot
handle all waste produced.

We have asked for two bil-
lion baht from the government to
fund a second incinerator, which
would meet our trash disposal
needs many years into the future.

Phuket City Municipality
does its best to minimize the
amount of trash that needs to
be burned by measures such as
by separating garbage and en-
couraging source reduction at
home.

Unfortunately, the develop-
ment of Phuket is resulting in a
more “urban” social outlook
among residents that makes it dif-
ficult to get the kind of commu-
nity support we need to deal with
issues like this.

Funding: The interim govern-
ment is approving few large-
scale provincial development bud-
get requests because it has many
other issues to deal with, such as
drafting a new constitution.

Most of these plans are be-
ing left until the next government
takes office. This obviously af-
fects plans to build a second in-
cinerator, sports complex, con-
vention center and other projects
that have been on the provincial
agenda for some time.

In the meantime, we must
wait and do our best with what
we have and try to court private
sector investment if possible.

We are not a rich country,
so we need strong organization
and public support, with everyone
working together to achieve our
common goals.

Niran Kalayanamit,
Governor of Phuket

niran_pkt @hotmail.com

Can I cut down my neighbor’s branches?
My neighbor’s land has many trees and there
are no buildings on the property.

If a heavy branch or dead tree fell onto
one of my buildings or my house, which is
very near the barbed wire fence separating
our properties, would I be entitled to any com-
pensation for the damage caused by the dead
tree or branch?

The neighbor is not interested in cutting
or trimming trees that pose a threat. Is there
a way to compel the owner to remove or trim
trees that may be in danger of falling onto my
home or garage?

Don
Thalang

Tanida Silapa, a lawyer at Thepkrasattri
Municipality, replies:

If a neighbor’s tree or a branch falls
and causes damage to your property, you can

file a complaint with the police for compen-
sation from the tree’s owner.

If you have asked your neighbor but he
refuses to cut down branches hanging over
your property, you can cut down the branches
yourself – but you can cut only the parts of
the branches that overhang your property.

I advise that you take photos of the
branches before you cut them down, just in
case your neighbor is upset and files a com-
plaint against you.

However, you should call us first (Tel:
076-311381 ext 17) and let us inspect the area.
If you do not want to cut down the branches
yourself, then we can do it for you – free.

The Phuket Gazette, 367/2 Yaowarat
Rd, Muang, Phuket 83000. Fax 076-

213971, or submit your issue at
www.phuketgazette.net

ANSWERS
&Issues&
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How hotels In The Stars by Isla Star

ARIES (March 21-April 20): A
steamy romance ensures that
you remain on cloud nine this
week but it’s probably not a good
idea to take things too quickly as
you are not in an auspicious posi-
tion to make commitments right
now. Sudden changes in your do-
mestic situation are forecast to
take place toward the end of the
month, and these will probably
involve relocating. Your money
tree is due to bear plenty of fruit.

TAURUS (April 21-May 21): You
should achieve everything that
you aim to this week. A slow at-
mosphere on Monday means you
could easily lose your cool with
those who can only move at a
snail’s pace. More support is
forthcoming after Wednesday;
Cancer will be particularly pro-
ductive. An instant attraction this
weekend isn’t likely to spark a
great romance right now. There
may be a different story when you
meet again later this year.

GEMINI (May 22-June 21): The
ball’s in your court until the end
of this month. If you have an
ambition to fulfill you should have
no problem in doing so. On Sun-
day you can prevent an uncom-
fortable social situation from de-
veloping into something heavier
by using your sense of humor.
Where romance is concerned,
flattery will get you everywhere
with a sensual Sagittarius. Those
already in a committed relation-
ship should remind their partners
how much they care.

CANCER (June 22-July 23): Try-
ing to please too many people
could become stressful for you
this weekend. Remind yourself
that others’ happiness is not your
responsibility. A fresh career start
is indicated if you have been ac-
tively seeking new directions.
Scorpio is definitely impressed by
your skills. Plan a shopping trip
for this weekend as a new look

will give your confidence a help-
ful boost. The number 3 can bring
luck on Monday.

LEO (July 24-August 22): You
could find yourself in hot water
this weekend. If you are caught
up in the gossip grapevine, be
advised to keep information to
yourself. Communication will be
subject to crossed wires during
the coming days. Money matters
are well-highlighted, although this
is not the right moment to take
risks in unfamiliar areas. A Pisces
finds you interesting and is wait-
ing to make a calculated roman-
tic approach.

VIRGO (August 23-September
23): If you have been lazy lately
you will receive a necessary prod
this week. This will enable you
to get back on the ball in time to
compensate for recent over-
spending. Although rainy days still
seem far away you are advised
to start saving. Clear up clutter
at home to allow energy to flow
more freely. The color lime green
adds sparkle to your aura.

LIBRA (September 24-October
23): If you are feeling hot under
the collar you should plan to cool
down at home this weekend.
Next week promises to bring
challenges on the work front that
you will need all your energy to
deal with. The outcome from one
of these situations will leave you
in a good bargaining position for
future discussions. Promotion is
indicated to come your way in the
not-too-distant future.

SCORPIO (October 24-Novem-
ber 22): You may be basking in
the sunshine of a new love affair
and Cupid is still smiling if you
haven’t met the partner of your
dreams. The only excuse for be-
ing single will be that you prefer
things that way. An Aquarian
work colleague will try to take
advantage of your lack of atten-

tion this week, so try to concen-
trate on business more. The num-
ber 5 comes alive on Wednesday.

SAGITTARIUS (November 23-
December 21): The state of your
finances is a cause for concern
until the end of the month when
astral influences take a turn for
the better. In the meantime, you
are advised to resist all unneces-
sary spending. A minor cash
boost is forecast to arrive on
Tuesday or Wednesday, which
should be enough to tide you over
if you’re careful. Where affairs
of the heart are concerned you
should make the current level of
your commitment clear.

CAPRICORN (December 22-
January 20): Fun and laughter are
firmly on the agenda for you this
weekend. After a recent social
drought you will be relieved to
enjoy a couple of light-hearted
days. Communication delays
threaten to cramp your style on
Monday, but you can rest assured
that things will get back on track
after then. An attractive Arian
would like to get to know you
better. Wear scarlet to advertise
your availability.

AQUARIUS (January 21-Febru-
ary 19): An emotional dilemma
needs to be addressed this week;
you can no longer keep this con-
cern in the back of your mind.
Spiritual matters begin to occupy
your attention when you meet a
fascinating person this weekend.
Leave important business deci-
sions until the end of April as con-
fusion and deception are high-
lighted until then. The color
bronze encourages relaxation and
a calmer mood.

PISCES (February 20-March
20): All that glitters definitely isn’t
gold. If you are inclined to be
gullible, you should be careful
when making a purchase this
weekend. A casual relationship is
put to a premature test this week;
you will need to make a quick
decision. Business continues to
boom and you could receive an
important visit on Tuesday. Allow
yourself the luxury of doing noth-
ing on Sunday.

I was about to leave for Pu-
erto Princesa in the Philip-
pines when Evason Phuket
& Six Senses Spa’s

Environmental Coordinator Arn-
finn Oines called and asked if I
could take a look at their Envi-
ronmental programs.

I’m always skeptical of trav-
el industry PR schemes, and with
Evason on my blacklist for devel-
oping on Koh Yao Noi, I told Mr
Oines I had my
doubts, but I
would keep an
open mind and left
for Puerto Princ-
esa.

More than a
sanity fix, this
Princesa trip was
to write a case
study on “Respon-
sible Destination
Development”
for the University
of Leeds in En-
gland.

I’ve kept an
eye on Puerto
Princesa since
1995, but when I
began questioning
the municipality on
an academic level I was astound-
ed. For starters, Princesa’s offi-
cials are proud of their plans, pro-
grams and detailed budgets.

Information I haven’t found
in Phuket for the past 18 years
was provided without even ask-
ing. In Princesa’s transparent
administration, budgets were in-
cluded automatically with every
program description.

Five basic environmental
programs, each with a budget
between 1.7 and 2.2 million baht
a year, are being implemented to
protect Puerto Princesa’s envi-
ronment in the city, jungles, for-
ests and seas.

Canals are clean and open,
rubbish goes to a state-of-the art
sanitary landfill, water is pure,
85% of forests and jungles are
patrolled every day, poaching has
been eliminated, a “communal
forest” offsets the logging ban,
seas on both coasts are patrolled
daily for illegal fishing and both
coastlines are patrolled by foot.

Princesa’s school system
maintains a 98% literacy rate in
the general population, 85% of
high school graduates qualify for
higher education (keeping inter-
nationally-funded scholarship pro-
grams constantly full), most resi-
dents speak fluent English and the
tuk-tuks are converting to clean-

burning liquefied natural gas
thanks to a city-sponsored pro-
gram.

On top of all that, environ-
mental club membership is so cool
that drugs and gangs simply don’t
exist.

Princesa also hosts two na-
ture-based World Heritage sites
and another on the way. I’ve been
on three committees to get Phang
Nga Bay recognized as World

Heritage – but
every time it gets
rejected for “mis-
management”.

Phuket bills
itself as a water
sports play-
ground, but there
are few public
water training
courses and
many local water
sport and tour
guides can’t even
swim. We have
few public pools
and we still don’t
have a conven-
tion center.

Yet in a des-
tination with
140,000 tourism

arrivals a year – only 12,000 in-
ternational – I stumbled upon an
Olympic-standard swimming
pool. A couple dozen college kids
under the stadium were wrapping
up their heads like pirates. I asked
if they were rehearsing for the
next festival but they said no, they
were a Volunteer Forest Patrol
practicing their first aid.

In town, there’s a modern
8,000-seat convention center-
sports arena under constant use.
The local dive resort is so clean
that dugong live nearby, and the
Mayor grows endangered Tra-
dachna clams around his island –
where he maintains a low profile
yet very comfortable shelter, re-
fusing to build an ornate “show”
mansion.

It’s amazing what visionary,
corruption-free leadership can do
– and in two years Puerto Princ-
esa International Airport opens,
allowing environmental tourists to
bypass Manila. Watch as the ar-
rival numbers skyrocket.

So after Princesa’s environ-
mental nirvana, how could a
Phuket hotel interest me in its
environmental program? I prom-
ised Mr Oines an open mind, so
upon return I paid him a visit.

Evason Phuket has won
many tourism awards, but since
I consider most hotel awards self-
serving prattle, I was suspicious.
After I took a closer look, how-
ever, it appears that Evason
Phuket “walks the walk” when it
comes to the environment – and
that’s coming from a skeptic.

More than just doing things
right, Evason Phuket experiments
with environmental innovations –
and they don’t wear their heart
on their sleeve. As Mr Oines said,
“We aren’t trying to make any-
body look bad, but we do want to
enlist others into comprehensive

THE
GRAY AREA

By John ‘Caveman’ Gray
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can lead

environmental practices.”
Evason Phuket Resort Man-

ager Claude Baltes isn’t arrogant.
“Hopefully, most Phuket hotels
are doing many of the same
things. The question is if any oth-
er hotels do all the things we do.”

That comment kept me
awake for nights. What can Phu-
ket hotels do to make a signifi-
cant impact on environmental
tourism – and maintain sustain-
able, quality arrivals?

The answer is, “Plenty.” We
are a major destination in a re-
gion not known for environmen-
tal enlightenment. Pooling our
ideas and resources, putting them
into practice and then promoting
them properly will keep Phuket
“Clean and Green”, giving our
island a significant marketing ad-
vantage over competing destina-
tions. Ideas will spread because
they make economic sense – and
everybody wins.

The Evason Phuket practic-
es dozens of environmental pro-
grams – too many to mention in
one column – so I’ll start by high-
lighting five. I used three criteria
to determine the best practices.
First, they should be well-tested
and universal. Second, they top
the list of my favorite environmen-
tal practices. Finally, they have to
be good business.

• Four-cycle boats. Eva-
son’s commitment to 4-cycle
speedboats immediately caught
my attention. Speedboats and jet-
skis have nothing to do with “nat-
ural tranquility”, but high-pollution
2-cycles show no respect for the
sea or the atmosphere. The
Racha Island Resort is the only
other property I know with four-
cycle speedboats.

If your hotel doesn’t own
speedboats, does your tour coun-
ter have a four-cycle-only book-
ing policy? You can’t hide your
head in the sand. If you sell two-
cycle tours you contribute to the
problem same as operating your
own – maybe more.

Ironically, speedboat oper-
ators benefit the most from
switching to four-cycle engines.

The lower fuel, repair and main-
tenance costs offset the price of
converting within a few weeks –
after that, it’s all gravy.

• Solar hot water. Solar hot
water has been with us about 50
years, but how many hotels in
tropical Phuket use this energy-
saving and cost-saving method.
Traditionally hot water consumes
40% of the energy in a home.

• Waste reduction. Hippies
first learned to separate their
trash in the 60s. Back then, sep-
arating was only between glass,
metal and paper. Evason Phuket
separates rubbish – not three, but
eight ways.

• Composting. The Gray
family had a compost pile in our
suburban back yard, so I learned
the virtues of free warm organic
fertilizer from birth. I saw my first
compost pile in three decades at
Evason. After aging, the compost
is spread in the garden, where it
fertilizes the vegetables Evason
grows for its own kitchen.

• Social responsibility. Life
is a two-way street, and every
business should be involved in its
own community’s welfare. Sim-
ply providing jobs isn’t enough.
Unlike many travel industry
“community programs” that are
simply self-serving PR, Evason-
Phuket donates 0.5% of its reve-
nue – note: not profit – into com-
munity welfare programs, includ-
ing the Life Home Project.

Hopefully, many local hotels
already employ these concepts.
If you do, let us know with an
email. Good practice deserves
praise. Let’s share experiences
and results until we develop a
comprehensive statement of en-
vironmental lodging practices.

Using the Evason example,
let’s make Phuket tourism more
environmentally-friendly and then
let others understand our commit-
ment. Remember, surveys say
“Clean and Natural” is the high-
est factor in destination selection.

Send your responsible practices,
comments and suggestions to
info@johngray-seacanoe.com

HEADCASES: Volunteer Forest Patrol members in Puerto Princesa
practice first aid.



C O M P U T E R S32 P H U K E T  G A Z E T T E April 7 - 13, 2007

Dredging the Internet Backbone
In last week’s column I talked

about fast Internet connec-
tions in Phuket, which I dis
cussed briefly at an Interna-

tional Business Association of
Phuket (IBAP) meeting a few
weeks ago. Now I’d like to tackle
several topics that were raised by
the IBAP audience.

One question regarding
Phuket’s ICT in-
frastructure was,
“Why is fiber-op-
tic cable is so
much faster than
copper cable?”
The answer, surprisingly, is that
copper wire can handle data as
fast as fiber optic, in theory.

A bundle of 50 twisted-pair
copper wires has more data-car-
rying capacity than a  typical fi-
ber-optic cable. (Don’t believe it?
See arstechnica.com/news.ars/
post/20061010-7952. html.) The
trick lies in how that capacity is
used, and how much money is
spent on the equipment to handle
the data.

Traditional telephone net-
work switches hooked to copper
cables do a poor job of handling
large volumes of data because
they have a hard time precisely

controlling electrons in the wire.
Electrons bump against each
other, dissipating the signal and
limiting the number of simulta-
neous transmissions through the
cable.

Think of it this way: take a
very long, narrow pool table and
imagine three pool players stand-
ing side-by-side at one end of the

table. Have
them shoot balls
to the other end
of the table as
quickly as they
can. No matter

how you set things up, if the
table’s narrow, the balls will start
banging into each other sooner or
later, hitting the sides of the pool
table, slowing down the entire
process.

Phuket’s copper cables look
more like rutted tracks than felted
pool tables: to get fast data
speeds it, uh, takes a lot of balls.

Now imagine stacking a
bunch of laser pointers at one end
of the pool table, and hiring a
gazillion monkeys to flick them on
and off.

The lights go straight down
the table, and there’s no interfer-
ence, so you can keep track of

the separate conversations. Fi-
ber-optic cable not only carries
more “lines” than a traditional
telephone-switched network, the
data traveling down each “line”
stands a greater chance of mak-

ing it to the other end unscathed.
There’s been a lot of re-

search and investment into get-
ting a copper wire network to
handle data traffic better. ADSL
is the most common technology:
using ADSL makes the old cop-
per wires work better and faster,
but only over short distances, and
it requires more advanced (read:
more expensive) switches.

Wires tell only part of the
story. Just as the mobile phone
industry swept aside the landline
voice phone business in Thailand,
I expect the demand for wireless
high-speed Internet will sky-
rocket, outselling landline-based
access soon.

Unless technology changes
unpredictably (and sometimes it
does), landlines will always de-
liver faster Internet service, but
with the current ADSL lines
grossly oversubscribed and re-
quests for quality landlines tak-
ing longer and longer to install,
wireless technology looks more
and more inviting.

One attendee at the IBAP
meeting asked about the defini-
tion of the term “broadband.” The
computer industry is full of words
that sound high-fallutin’ but don’t
really mean much. This is one of
them. Broadband is synonymous
with fast Internet. In one of my
Dummies books several years
ago I gave a definition: “Broad-
band is any Internet connection
that’s faster than the one you
have.”

I think it’s fair to say that
broadband implies the ability to
reliably receive 1,500 Kilobits per
second or more. That’s how
much bandwidth (there’s another
term) you need in order to be able
to listen to CD-quality music
that’s streamed (poured directly
from the Internet). 1,500Kbps is
also almost fast enough to keep
up with video on sites such as
YouTube.

By that standard, it’s debat-
able whether anybody in Phuket
has a broadband connection. I’d

sure like to shake the hand of any
person on the island who gets
1,500Kbps all day, every day.

Broadband used to rate as
a tech geek’s hallmark. Nowa-
days it’s humdrum. Roughly 55%
of the network-connected homes
in the US are using broadband.
South Korea boasts broadband
almost everywhere. Hong Kong
runs it in the sewers. No kidding.

Another audience member
complained quite forcefully about
the Communication Authority of
Thailand (CAT) and its monopoly
on Internet connections in Thai-
land. At least, that’s what I think
he said.

In retrospect, I may have
misunderstood. Why? I’m not
privy to the details, but it appears
that CAT no longer holds a mo-
nopoly – the direct Internet con-
nections to Singapore available
from TOT and Island Technology
being two cases in point.

Toward the end of the
meeting, discussion turned to the
oft-repeated “solution” for high-
speed Internet in Phuket. Many
of you know that there’s an
Internet backbone line – a high-
speed, fiber-optic cable at the
bottom of the ocean – located a
few kilometers off Phuket’s east-
ern coast.

The term “backbone” gen-
erally refers to a very fast Internet
cable that’s connected to other
very fast Internet cables.

Many people wonder why
Phuket doesn’t simply hook di-
rectly into that cable, instead of
routing through Bangkok or
Singapore. Ends up that there’s
a good reason why nobody’s done
it: dredging up the cable, building
an Internet Exchange Point in
Phuket, hooking them together
and paying the cable owner for
all the data that goes over the line
is considerably more expensive
than improving the links to Bang-
kok or Singapore.

At least, that’s what I’ve
been told. Hooking into an OC-
192 underwater fiber cable takes
more than a grappling hook and
a soldering iron.

Fittingly, there was an ex-
tended discussion about the ob-
scure terminology computer folks
employ. I’m just as guilty as any
other geek when talking in techy
shorthand, but writing For Dum-
mies books makes me painfully
aware of how convoluted tech
vocabulary has become.

The only general advice I
can offer: if you don’t understand
what some computer geek is say-
ing, ask them to explain simply.
If they can’t, seriously consider
the possibility that they don’t
know what they’re talking about.

When he isn’t writing computer
books and magazine and news-
letter articles, or knocking
Microsoft around on his
website, Woody Leonhard
(woody@khunwoody.com,
www.askwoody.com) runs Khun
Woody’s Bakery and the Sand-
wich Shoppe in Patong.

COMPUTER
KHUN WOODY’S

I FLOAT, THEREFORE I AM: Fiber optic cables are placed on the
ocean floor with highly specialized cable-laying ships, like France
Telecom’s Rene Descartes.
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ON THE MOVE

NAI YANG BEACH: Hyatt Ho-
tels and Resorts will open a Hyatt
Regency Resort on Nai Yang
Beach next to the Arahmas Re-
sort in late November, 2007.

The 151-room resort will be
only the second Hyatt Regency
branded resort in Thailand; the
other is in Hua Hin. Hyatt also
operates the Grand Hyatt Erawan
Hotel in Bangkok.

The hotel’s General Man-
ager, Fergus Stewart, told the
Gazette that Hyatt signed a man-
agement deal with the property’s
owner, Ann Sutabudh of Quality
Group in Bangkok, just over a
year ago.

“We have four brands; Park
Hyatt, Grand Hyatt, Hyatt Re-
gency and Hyatt Resort. We de-
cide for each location which brand
is suitable and advise the client
what it will be.

“We will soon be opening
Park Hyatts in Chiang Mai and
Samui as well as the resort here”,
Mr Stewart said.

He acknowledged that Hy-

att is also looking at other poten-
tial sites near Phuket but declined
to reveal the specifics.

Mr Stewart, from Scotland,
has significant experience in the
hotel and resort business. Thai-
land is the eighth country he has
worked in and his previous expe-
rience includes operating facilities
in China, Taiwan, Singapore,
Hong Kong, the UK, Spain and
Egypt. He has operated resorts
for Hyatt for seven years.

“In addition to the 151 rooms
and suites, we will have an ex-
cellent spa with nine rooms of 60
square meters each and three
styles of restaurants; Italian, Thai
Fisherman Village and a poolside
venue,” he said.

Unique features of the
Phuket resort will be a small
plunge pool on the balcony of
every room and the location of
the lobby. Rather than the tradi-
tional ground-floor entrance –
Hyatt has placed the lobby on the
sixth floor to take advantage of
panoramic views across the
Andaman Sea.

“When construction is fin-

get it open. We want
to make sure that
when the guests
come they receive a
proper experience
from the very begin-
ning.

“We will have a
mixed staff. We will
bring in some Hyatt
specialists from other
parts of the world to
help us in the initial
stages, maybe 10 to
15 professionals from
various countries and
disciplines, and they
will train our local
staff.

“When they
come we adjust the
training program to
make sure they un-

derstand our staff and their cul-
ture. We also want our staff to
know the difference between
Hyatt-style services and other
companies’ services. We will be
happy when our local employees
understand how we want to man-

age the resort,” Mr Stewart said.
When the pre-opening training is
complete he expects to have only
four or five non-Thais still in
Phuket.

Hyatt in Asia has been pri-
marily developing city-center
properties for business guests and
has been slow in developing re-
sort locations, but Stewart says
guests familiar with the Hyatt
brand are becoming more inter-
ested in their hotels for leisure stays
as well. He sees Phuket as a first-
class destination because of its
location as it is very easy to get to
from most Asian cities. He feels
that access from Europe is not yet
perfect, but is improving and he
hopes Phuket International Airport
will be enlarged and improved.

The resort’s guests are ex-
pected to come from a variety of
markets. Asians, who will stay on
average only four or five days
due to their easy access to other
Asian destinations, and longer-
stay guests from Hyatt’s cus-
tomer base that is already famil-
iar with the brand from Europe,
Russia and the US.

Stewart expects a quick re-
turn on investment for the prop-
erty. “We feel our hotels are very
unique in the market. Hyatt is
well-known for the design, tech-
nology and creative concepts. We
have a strong niche market and
we are optimistic that will be
very successful from the begin-
ning,” he said.

The location of the resort is
outstanding, says Stewart. “From
the airport we can have you in
your room sitting on your balcony
and pouring a glass of wine within
15 minutes.

“Chain support nvolving our
Gold Passport Loyalty Pro-
gramme is our primary market-
ing strategy. We will also use our
network to spread awareness of
the resort via partnership market-
ing with major airlines such as
THAI, Lufthansa and Singapore
Airlines,” he added.

Hyatt operates 735 branded
hotels and resorts with more than
136,000 rooms in 44 countries
around the world. Currently, there
are an additional 49 Hyatt hotels
and resorts under development,
including 15 new hotels in China.

Fergus Stewart, GM of the Hyatt Regency
Resort Phuket.

Hyatt to open at Nai Yang
By Semacote Suganya

ished we will take six weeks mini-
mum to make sure the hotel is
working properly and to train our
staff. We never rush to open a
property until all our staff and
everything is perfect. Even in
high season we will not rush to

Amornthip Haw-
harn, from Phuket,
has been appointed
Executive Housekeep-
er at the Le Meridien
Phuket Beach Resort.
K. Amornthip has
more than 20 years’
experience at various
luxury resorts in Phu-
ket. Prior to joining the
Le Meridien, she serv-
ed as Assistant Front
Office Manager and
Executive Housekeep-
er at the Laguna
Beach Resort.

Tawee Suwanmosi, from
Songkhla, has been appointed
the Chief of the Phuket Pro-
vincial Employment Office
(PPEO). He has an MA from
Ramkhamhaeng University,
an  education degree from Sri-
nakharinwirot University and
a law degree from Sukhothai
Thammathirat Open Univer-
sity. K. Tawee has worked as
the Chief Assistant of the
Nakhon Sri Thammarat Pro-
vincial Employment Office, at
the PPEO and as the Chief of
the Yala Provincial Employ-
ment Office.

Pimlada “Prim” Piem-
chaiwong, from Bangkok,
has been appointed Re-
gional Manager of Johnson
Health Tech Ltd (Thailand,
South Office). K. Prim
graduated with a degree
from the Faculty of the
School of Sports Science at
Chulalongkorn University.
Previously, she worked for
six months as the Academic
Officer at Marathon Co
Ltd in Bangkok and as a
Sales Specialist at Sport
Ahtlon Co in Phuket for
three years.
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TALKS
MONEY

By Richard G.. Watson

Want to go into commercial
property but can’t afford it?
Having dealt with inves-

tors for twenty-five
years, I long ago came
to the conclusion that

the psychology of investors, re-
gardless of what they think they
believe, is very basic. When in-
vestments rise in value, they are
happy, and the reverse is also
true. They tend to value the con-
sistency of their returns more
than anything else.

Therefore, I favor invest-
ments that simply rise in value
as opposed to investments that
fluctuate. There is an old adage
in the investment world: “Vola-
tility creates myopia,” and it is
very true.

One easily-accessed in-
vestment that “keeps on keep-
ing on” is the Glanmore Proper-
ty Fund. This Fund is registered
in Guernsey, Channel Islands,
where it is subject to the highest
regulatory standards.

Guernsey has associate
membership status with the Eu-
ropean Union but is totally tax-
free to non-residents of the is-
land.

The Glanmore Property
Fund is owned by Tilney Asset
Management International Ltd,
which was recently acquired by
Deutsche Bank, Germany’s larg-
est private-sector bank.

This acquisition will not af-
fect the fund, however. Deutsche
Bank simply saw a good invest-
ment opportunity and they will
not interfere in the day-to-day
management.

The Glanmore Property
Fund was formed in April 1997.
The small initially under manage-
ment has grown steadily to en-

compass assets of about 1 bil-
lion pounds sterling (about 68
billion baht).

The fund invests in UK
commercial property in a wide
range of property types includ-
ing standard retail, retail ware-
houses, shopping centers, offic-
es, leisure facilities and industri-
al warehouses.

In all, the fund owns 85 dif-
ferent properties. The fund only
holds physical properties; it does
not hold property shares or RE-
ITS – Real Estate Investment
Trusts.

The fund’s
assets are inde-
pendently valued
by Cardales, a
member of the
Royal Institute of
Chartered Sur-
veyors, and there
is a tendency to
be a little conser-
vative on the val-
uation of proper-
ties, which is
good for inves-
tors.

Commerci-
al property is an
area in which in-
dividual investors
seldom have the assets or the
experience to acquire and man-
age a range of diversified prop-
erties.

This means that the com-
mercial-property market is not
impacted to the same degree as
the residential-property market,
which is primarily driven by in-
dividual investors.

UK commercial property
normally works on medium- to

long-term leases. An analysis of
Glanmore’s situation reveals that
only 15% of their leases are less
than five years to expiration,
44% are 5 to 10 years and 41%
are over ten years. Many of their
tenants are large corporations.

CGNU/Norwich Union,
part of Britain’s largest insur-
ance company, AVIVA, accounts
for 3.9% of the total lease val-
ue, followed by National Insur-
ance & Guarantee at 3.6%. The
10 largest tenants account for
around 30% of all leases. It is

standard that all
tenants are sub-
ject to periodic
rent increases.

The Glan-
more Property
Fund can be
used for two pur-
poses: future
capital gain or a
mixture of capi-
tal gain and in-
come.

The fund is
available in two
formats: “distri-
bution,” where
dividends are
paid in January
and July – these

have always exceeded 5% per
annum – and the “accumulation”
version, which simply reinvests
dividends.

However, in reality, inves-
tors often take an income spread
over the year from the Accumu-
lation Fund as the fund deals on
a weekly basis and funds can be
added or subtracted on these
dates.

The fund has an attractive

investment track record. Over
the 12 months to January 31,
2007, the fund, including divi-
dends, rose 15% in value. This
higher-than-usual increase can
be attributed to the fact that the
fund disposed of several small
properties that had become in-
significant due to the substantial
growth in the overall assets held
by the fund.

This is the
point where the
conservative valu-
ations of Cars-
dales comes to the
fore, when prop-
erties realize a lot
more than their
official valuations.

From incep-
tion in April 1997
to January 2007,
the fund repaid
157% to investors
after annual management fees of
1.5%. That is a compound an-
nual return of 10.15%, accord-
ing to Lipper Hindsight.

In 2003 the UK newspaper
The Guardian published an ar-
ticle about the fund on their
“Money” page.

A spokesman for Glanmore
at the time, commenting about
gearing (i.e. Borrowing), said
that the cost of borrowing would
not interfere with returns unless
base lending rates in the UK
moved up to 5.5% or 6%.

Glanmore uses gearing,
which , in theory, is at a ratio of
1.22 borrowing to 1.00 inves-
tor ’s funds. Currently it is
around 1:1, a more conservative
approach.

Property funds frequently

use gearing and Glanmore’s is
relatively conservative. Ratios in
other funds often move up to 5:1.
However, with base rates at
5.25% and future markets indi-
cating they could move higher, it
raises some mild concern.

However, the addition of
Deutsche Bank as the new par-
ent means that borrowing costs

have fallen for
Glanmore, as all
banks love to lend
money to such a
fund at very low
commercial rates.
However, there
are other compet-
itors that have
much lower gear-
ing or even no bor-
rowing at all.

The Glan-
more Property
Fund is also avail-

able in euros and US dollar
classes. The fund is listed on the
Irish Stock Exchange and is ap-
proved by MAS (The Monetary
Authority of Singapore).

This fund was featured in
“Money Talks” in the Phuket
Gazette about three years ago
and is certainly worth a second
look.

There are alternatives to
Glanmore, but over the years I
have been very satisfied with the
fund’s returns.

Richard G.. Watson runs Global
Portfolios Co Ltd, a Phuket-
based personal financial-plan-
ning service. He can be reached
at Tel: 076-381997, Fax: 076-
383185, Mobile: 081-0814611.
Email: imm@loxinfo.co.th

The Glamore
Property Fund has

an attractive
investment track
record. Over the

past twelve months,
to January 31, 2007,
the fund, including

dividends, rose
15% in value.
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PATONG: International Master
(IM) David Smerdon from Aus-
tralia beat six higher-ranked
Grand Masters (GMs) to win the
7th Bangkok Chess Club Open
World Chess Tournament, held
March 27 to April 1 at the Phuket
Graceland Resort and Spa and
scooped up the US$1,000 first
prize.

The “Chess on the Beach”
tourney attracted 109 chess play-
ers from more than 30 countries.

Kai Tuorila, Bangkok Chess
Club Chairman and World Chess
Federation (FIED) Organizer,
said this year set a new record

and died at 9:15 pm on March 31.
Last year, Sisnorio defeated

the WBC’s sixth-ranked fighter,
Fahpetchnoi Sor Chitpattana, in
a major upset to win the Youth
Flyweight Championship.

He lost the title in his next
fight, dropping a 12-round unani-
mous decision to the WBC top-
ranked flyweight Panomroonglek
Kratingdaenggym. He was also
stopped in round four by reigning
world champion Pongsaklek
Wonjongkam.

The Filipino’s death raises
concerns over the mismatches
that regularly take place in Thai-
land; foreign fighters with little or
no chance of winning are regu-
larly brought in to pad Thai
fighter’s records – often without
proper documentation. Sisnorio
was fighting without clearance
from the Filipino boxing commis-
sion, the Games and Amusement
Board, and this clearance is re-
quired of all visiting boxers fight-
ing in Thailand.

Why a fighter of Sisnorio’s
caliber was allowed to fight
Wonjongkam or Sasakul is now
being questioned by boxing pun-
dits. Unfortunately, it is a case of
too little, too late.

Former PABA Light Fly-
weight Champion Deeden Keng-
karoon of Thailand also died on
March 30, reportedly from com-
plications after a fight in Manila.
The 28-year-old apparently suf-
fered convulsions and died the
same night. He leaves a wife and
three-year-old daughter.

Scott Mallon is a member of the
Boxing Writer’s Association of
America. His article in last
week’s Gazette, written just be-
fore Lito’s death, criticized the
Thai boxing establishment for its
repeated use of inexperienced
Filipino fighters to “pad” the
records of star Thai fighters.

Two deaths mar
Thai fight scene
BANGKOK: Former WBC
Youth Flyweight Champion
Angelito “Lito” Sisnorio (5-5-1, 2
KOs, 24 years old) died after suf-
fering a fourth-round knockout at
the hands of former World Fly-
weight Champion Chatchai Sasa-
kul (59-3-0, 38 KOs, 37 years
old), on the afternoon of Friday,
March 30.

Sisnorio, who was cleared
by the ringside physician, col-
lapsed as he was on his way to
dinner with friends.

He was rushed to Piyamin
Hospital in Bangkok, where he
underwent emergency surgery to
remove a blood clot in his brain.
He never regained consciousness

By Scott Mallon

KATHU: The Phuket Village Headman Club, for
Phu Yai Baan and Kamnan on the island, will hold
a shooting competition at the Kathu Shooting Range
on April 28, starting at 8:30 am.

The tournament is open to entrants of all ages
and will have five categories: village headman mem-
bers, professional, open, beginner and women's
beginner.

Guns that may be used for the contest are:

Village  headmen prepare for Kathu shoot-out

The late Angelito “Lito” Sisnorio (on the left) in a fight against Pigmy
Muangchaiyaphum. The Filipino lost that bout in a six-round decision,
then lost his life from injuries sustained in his March 30 bout against
former WBC flyweight champ Chatchai Sasakul.

for number of participants after
108 showed up for last year’s
competition in Bangkok.

Players of all ages partici-
pated in the event, from a 7-year-
old boy to the oldest competitor
at 70.

The tournament was divided
into two groups: Group A for the
players with a ranking over
2,000, and Group B for those un-
der 2,000.

   RESULTS
Group A: 1. IM David Smerdon,
Australia; 2. GM Rogelio Anto-
nio Jr, Philippines; 3. GM Ian
Rogers, Australia; 4. GM R B
Ramesh, India; 5. GM Dimitri
Komarov, Ukraine; 6. IM Simon

Aussie takes chess tourney

.38 revolver, 9mm pistol or .45 pistol. The barrel
cannot be longer than six inches, have added weight
or electronics.

Trophies will be awarded by Department of
Provincial Administration Director-General Charn-
chai Soontharamut (a former Governor of Phuket),
Phuket Governor Niran Kalayanamit and Phuket
Vice-Governors Worapoj Ratthasima, Tri Augka-
radacha and Smith Palawatvichai.

Anseli, UK; 7. Cor Van Dongen,
Netherlands; 8. FM Martin
Haag, Germany; 9. FM Asko
Hentunen, Finland; 10. FM Colm
Daly, Israel.

Group B: 1. Paulleandru
Elaurio, the Philippines; 2. R.
Hanumantha, India; 3. Umnoui
Atikachoemwartha, Thailand; 4.
Pricha Srivatanakul, Thailand; 5.
Reijo Ahjonen, Finland; 6. Fran-
cois Wolfaardt, South Africa; 7.
Catherine Rogers, Australia; 8.
Wolfgang Wiesebach, Germany.

The tournament was spon-
sored by Siam Commercial Bank
PCL and Sinaptiq Co Ltd. Next
year’s BCC Open is expected to
be held in Bangkok.

Australian International Master David Smerdon faces what may be his toughest challenge yet, after
winning the Seventh Bangkok Chess Club Tournament. The winner of this match was not recorded.

By Janyaporn Morel
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PHUKET: Pol Cpl Boonyoo
Kaweerattanakhajorn, a member
of the Thai national athletics team
who has represented the country
at sporting events around the
world, was the winner of the first
Phuket Adventure Race.

The multi-faceted race, in-
cluding rock climbing and road
running, was held in Phuket
March 31.

In a dramatic finish Cpl
Boonyoo beat Boontheung Sri-
sang, another national athlete,
who collapsed about 5 kilometers
before the finish line.

Boontheung was the favor-
ite heading into the race and had
been running strong and in the
lead for most of the day. His col-
lapse handed second place to Pol
Cpl Boonchoo Chandecha.

More than 2,000 athletes
from Thailand and abroad joined
the competition, held to celebrate
the 80th birthday of HM the King
Bhumibol Adulyadej and to pro-
mote sporting events in Thailand.

The event, called “Adven-
ture Race Thailand Championship
2007,” awarded more than one
million baht in prize money
among the four races.

The race was organized by
the Tourism Authority of Thailand,
in cooperation with RS Promo-
tion and Tri Petch Isuzu Sales.

The four areas of competi-
tion were the Adventure Race –
a 24km race from Patong Beach
to Promthep Cape that included,
rock climbing, a steep mountain
run and an obstacle course, an
Adventure Run – a 4km run at
Patong beach, an Adventure

Mountain Bike race – a 24km
race from Patong Beach to
Promthep Cape, and Adventure
Kayaking – a 7km kayaking race
from Patong Beach to Tri Trang
Beach.

The event also included oth-
er activities such as the Fun Zone,
vendor stalls and concerts by re-
nowned artists such as I-Nam,
Girly Berry, Black Vanilla and
Dang Pankorn.

Police win adventure race
RESULTS

OVERALL: 1. Pol Cpl
Boonyoo Kaweerattana-
khajorn, 24, in 2:01:17; 2.
Pol Cpl Boonchoo Chan-
decha, 31, in 2:06:12; 3.
Amnuay Tongmitr, 24, in
2:10:18.

ADVENTURE RUN - 4

KM: Men’s Open: 1. Sit-
tiporn Sangthong, 21,
10:11; 2. Eakapong Prom-
prasong, 21, 10:15; 3.
Phu-ngern Saengkaew, 26,
10:16. Women’s Open: 1.
Patcharee Chaithongsri,
23, 14:58; 2. Chantranida
Boonwong, 13, 16:37; 3.
Not Identified, 16:45.

ADVENTURE MOUN-

TAIN BIKE - 24KM: 1.
Thai Royal Navy PO 1
Seree Ruansiri; 2. Pol L/Cpl
Thawatchai Masae; 3. Pra-
sert Chuttamart.

ADVENTURE KAYAKING

- 7KM: 1. Anusorn Som-
mitr and Piyaphan
Phaophat; 2. Somchai
Boonnae and Prayuth Sod-
aban; 3. Yutthana Chaihem
and Danai Phantaengthai.

Pol Cpl Boonyoo Kaweerat-
tanakhajorn (left) and Boontheung
Srisang (right) were neck-and-
neck throughout the adventure
race but Boontheung collapsed 5
kilometers from the finish. Cpl
Boonyoo, a national athlete, went
on to win the 50,000 baht prize.

KARON: The pitch at Karon stadium will
be re-turfed by the Rotary Club of Patong
Beach just in time for the International
Phuket Rugby 10s contest May 26 and 27.

The International 10s will host more
than 30 teams from around the region in
regular “Coffin Dodgers” classes.

The tournament will also include a
fund raising dinner for the Ronda Butler
orphans scholarship program. Money
raised will be used to help keep kids in
school for another two years.

To date there are 92 students in the
program. At the dinner an array of rugby
and sports paraphernalia will be auctioned.
Participating teams are being encouraged
to donate rugby gear and shirts. A rugby
training program is being started for kids
in the program with the hope of having a
touch rugby game between the kids be-
fore the finals.

The 24 teams confirmed to play in
the Clive Williamson Memorial Trophy
competition include Phuket Vagabonds

RFC, British Club Bangkok, The Bucks
from Singapore, the Melbourne Rams,
Dubai Hurricanes, Bahrain Lights RFC,
UK’s Fifteen7 Sharks, Shanghai Hairy
Crabs, Hong Kong’s Pot Bellied Pigs,
Doha RFC of Qatar, The Frogs Dubai, Ara-
bian Gulf Vets, Aussie Armed Services,
Devon RFC of the UK, Penang All Blues,
Flying Muppets, Singapore’s Wanderers,
the Thai Southerners BKK, Bangkok Japa-
nese of Thailand, Flying Kukris from
Brunei, the international Seeing is Believ-

ing, Vientiane Buffaloes of Laos, Saigon
Geckos and a team from Macau.

There are another 10 teams signed
up to play in the Coffin Dodgers Competi-
tion. They are Phuket Viagrabonds,
Malaysia’s Magnificent Oldies Rugbeerers
(MOR), Bangkok Bangers, Cottesloe Olde
Gulls from Australia, Bahrain Heavies
RFC, South Darwin Bad Bunnies RFC,
Qatar’s Doha Dogs, Old Bill of Hong
Kong, the Philippine Volcanoes and the
Melbourne Vikings.

Rotary rescues pitch in time for Rugby 10s

By Janyaporn Morel
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Construction Update by Janyaporn Morel

Work on Phuket  Mu-
nicipality’s  “temp-
orary market”
on Wirat Hongyok

Rd is 90% complete and will be
open to vendors this month.

Phuket City Deputy Mayor
Sornsiri Koopongsakorn told the
Gazette that the temporary mar-
ket, located opposite Suan Luang,
will house vendors currently con-
ducting business at Tessabaan 1
Market on Ranong Rd.

Tessabaan 1 Market, also
know as the Ban Saan Market,
is Phuket’s oldest. After 50 years
of operation, it  will be demolished
and rebuilt with a new four-story
building on the existing four-rai
site. The temporary market, on
10 rai of rented land, is intended
to provide shop space until the
new buildings are completed.
Spending for the entire project, at
both sites, is budgeted for 250
million baht.

“Actually the temporary
market will be ready once its roof
is complete and the area around
it paved. We plan to move all the
vendors from the old market to
the temporary facility at the be-

ginning of April. Then we will
demolish the old market and start
work on the new one in May,”
Deputy Mayor Sornsiri said.

The temporary market is a
single-story steel structure with
a concrete floor and galvanized
zinc roofing occupying 15,470
square meters of land. The total

area will be divided into: 4,695
sqm for 500 stalls; 864sqm for 27
shops; 95sqm for public toilets.
Public parking and service roads
and will cover most of the remain-
ing area, almost 10,000sqm.

Work on the new Tessa-
baan 1 Market, scheduled to take
550 days, should be complete by

the end of Novem-
ber 2008.

“We leased
the 10 rai of private
land for the tempo-
rary market for
two years, in case
work on the new
market takes long-
er than schedul-
ed,” Deputy Ma-
yor Sornsiri said.

The new mar-
ket will be built in
two parts. The first will be a four-
story building with a total market
area of 5,290sqm and 5,240sqm
for parking. The second part will
be 27 three-and-one-half story
shophouse units to replace exist-
ing shophouses that currently bor-
der the market.

The basement, 2.2 meters
below ground level, will be for
sale of clothing, dry goods and
vegetables. The ground floor will
be for sale of fresh meat, along
with smaller sections for flowers
and souvenirs.

The second and third floors
will have parking for 130 cars.
Some 100 motorcycle parking
spaces will surround the main
building, which will be surrounded

by a road at least five meters
wide, she added.

“There will be 590 stalls, all
designed to meet vendors’ re-
quirements. We discussed the de-
sign of the stalls with the vendors
before we made the plan. Ven-
dors in the new market will have
to pay a reservation fee of 15,000
baht for each square meter of
space, plus a monthly rental
charge of one baht per square
meter per day,” she said.

The financial arrangement
was accepted by the vendors as
a way for the city to pay off they

debt incurred bor-
rowing 250 million
baht from the
Bank for Agricul-
ture and Agricul-
tural Cooperative
(BAAC) to fund
the project. Of
this, 167.5 million
baht is earmarked
for the new build-
ing and shop-
houses; about 42
million for con-
struction of indi-
vidual stalls; 14.3
million baht for
the temporary
market. About 20
million baht will
be reserved for

interest payments on the loan.
“What we would like to see

is good competition with the
large commercial retailers. We
think that if we can supply a
clean, comfortable place it will
help vendors compete. We also
want to continue the market at
a place for local people to buy
fresh food and produce in a
clean place with good prices,”
Deputy Mayor Sornsiri said.

The temporary market is
being constructed by Max Sys-
tem Supply and Service Co Ltd.
The new Tessabaan 1 Market
was designed by Sarin Architect
Co Ltd and the construction con-
tractor will be Phraram 2 Civil
Engineering Co Ltd.

Market  almost ready for vendors

The frame is complete. All that remains is to complete the roof of the new market and
pave the area around it. ‘We think that if we can supply a clean, comfortable place it will
help vendors compete,’ says Deputy Mayor Sornsiri Koopongsakorn (right).
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Decor by Natcha Yuttaworawit

Of the many ways to
brighten up a home
few have a better ef-
fect than flowers, and

in Phuket a good range to choose
from can be found in your front
or backyard.

Kru Yok, owner of Yok’s
Flowers House on Wichit Song-
kram Rd in Kathu, has more than
25 years’ experience as a domes-
tic science teacher.“The flowers
used do not need to be expensive.
What is most important is the
feeling they create,” she said.

“The first thing to consider
is how the flowers will be ar-
ranged in the vase and how the
flowers will look. The impact of
the flowers should be appropri-
ate for the occasion, such as for
dinner or for welcoming guests.

“Any flowers can be used
for welcoming normal guests as
the flowers will not be perceived
as communicating an important
message, but you should consid-
er how they affect or enhance the
style and colors used in the room,”
she said.

“For guests important to
you, to whom you want to ex-
press your feelings, you should
select the best specimens and
their meaning must be clear.”

Kru Yok explained that
short vases should be used with
big flowers. Conversely, use tall
vases for small flowers. “Tall
vases always look good in cor-
ners,” she added.

“Jasmine and lotus flowers
are the most popular Thai flow-
ers used for decoration, but we
must consider how they can be
arranged to suit modern-style

homes. Jasmine can be made into
a garland or arranged in the shape
of a lotus blossom. If you want
to use lotus flowers themselves,
you can arrange the petals into
rows, or cut the stems and float
them in a basin or a little bowl,”
she said.

Even bachelors can use
flowers to brighten up their pads.
“Guys can use a short vase and
with about three flowers and two
long leaves. That will be enough
because the table is not likely to
be big,” she said.

When using flowers as part
of a dining setting, Kru Yok ex-
plained, “For a dinner table of at
least six seats, put two short vas-
es on the table. Don’t use tall

vases on dinner tables because
guests will not see who they’re
talking to.” Flowers set on a din-
ner table must be colorful and
have a good scent, she added.

“Each type of flower has its
own meaning; some have deep
meanings, some have many
meanings, others have just a few.
Regardless, they make people
relax and feel good,” she said.

Yok’s Flower House, next to
Phuket Country Club on Wichit-
songkram Rd, Kathu. Tel: 076-
321315, 089-4713339 or 081-
6919719. Many styles of vases
can be found at Index Living
Mall on the bypass road. Tel:
076-249541.

Getting to first vase
TABLE SET: On the dining table (left) short vases
work better, allowing guests to see each other.

CORNERED: Tall vases (above) are good for filling
corners of a room.



P H U K E T  P R O P E R T Y42 P H U K E T  G A Z E T T E April 7 - 13, 2007

 Gardening with Bloomin’ Bert

Letting the Germans
occupy your garden

COMMAND PERFORMANCE: If you really want a tree in your garden
that’s going to take over and dominate, the Bismarck may be just
what you are looking for.

Germans. You’ve got to
love them, I suppose.
I have to be very care-
ful here, as there are

one or two Germans around
Phuket, I’m told, and I have the
feeling that they are probably a
lot bigger than I am.

Far be it from me to revert
to national stereotypes, but we all
know what Germans are like,
don’t we? The men are a little on
the rotund side and love drinking
beer while wearing those leather
shorts with braces. Every meal
consists of sauerkraut or brat-
wurst and beer, and they have a
propensity toward dodgy facial
hair. The women are icy Teutonic
beauties with blond hair and blue
eyes. We can’t really get bent out
of shape about any of that.

Germans despise ineffi-
ciency, love their country, have
never been late for anything and,
if I can say this without upsetting
too many people, would like Eu-
rope a lot more if only it were a
little more like Germany.

They speak amazing English
and eat about five meals a day.
They don’t know the meaning of
the word Witz (that’s “joke” in
German, though not a particularly
common item of German vocabu-
lary). Why do they capitalize
nouns, by the way?

They also have an incred-
ible knack of claiming pool beds
at European holiday resorts by
draping their towels over them at
5 am. Actually, I’ve even seen
that here at Phuket hotels.

That’s the stereotype, any-
way, but deep down we rather
admire them. What would the
automotive world be like without
German cars? German takeovers
are probably single-handedly re-

sponsible for the prevention of the
demise of the British car indus-
try. They got it organized.

Also in their defense, I
learned something many years
ago about one trait of their char-
acter – their absolute directness.
I have a good friend who was my
neighbor in the UK and who hap-
pens to be German. When any
of the other neighbors threw a
party, they would politely ask if
you were free that night, or ca-
sually mention that they were
having a barbecue, leaving the
attendance decision entirely up to
you.

Not Anje. Her approach
was far more in keeping with the
language of her fatherland. Bear-
ing in mind that she was fluent in
English, her idea of an invitation
was, “I have a party on Saturday
night. You will come.” It wasn’t
a request; more like a direct or-
der. That’s when I came to real-
ize that it wasn’t arrogance or
rudeness at all – just a direct
translation of German. Not ev-
eryone understood that, unfortu-
nately.

Regular readers of this col-
umn will know that the links be-
tween the meaningless rant that
precedes the gardening bit are
sometimes tenuous, to say the
least. This week I believe that
I’ve stretched the definition of
“tenuous” to new heights. Just

about the only gardening refer-
ence I can think of that has any-
thing to do with Germans is the
Bismarck palm, named after Otto
von Bismarck, a former chancel-
lor of Germany.

Its official name is the
Bismarckia nobilis, or tarn-fah
in Thai. Even though it’s more
expensive than many of its con-
temporaries, it’s becoming a fairly
common palm here in Phuket,
probably because of its distin-
guished looks.

The Bismarck palm domi-
nates the scenery wherever it’s
planted. Its solid, stout trunk and
the rather too-organized symme-
try of the huge crown makes it
perfect for expensive hotels and
government buildings. The dra-
matic foliage that appears to be
almost silver amplifies the effect.
It grows a single trunk that re-
tains old leaf bases on young
plants but becomes smooth on
mature specimens.

This palm may reach a
height of 15 to 18 meters with a
spread of about six meters or

more. Even younger versions of
the palm that have yet to form a
trunk brandish full crowns of
about 25 leaves with the maxi-
mum spread. The huge palmate
leaves are hard and kind of waxy
and are up to three meters across.

They are supported on two-
meter stems that can be 25 cen-
timeters in diameter. The leaf
bases split where they attach to
the trunk and the leaf stems are
armed with piranha-inspired small
sharp teeth.

The Bismarck palm is na-
tive to the island of Madagascar,
off the east coast of Africa.
Madagascar happens to be home
to hundreds of unique plant spe-
cies including a few favorite
palms, such as the bottle palm and
the traveler’s palm; a palm-like
tree related to the banana.

The Bismarck palm should
be grown in full sun or partial
shade on well-drained soil. It’s
the ideal tree for someone whose
idea of gardening is to sit in the
garden with a beer and watch, as
it’s highly drought- and salt-tol-

erant. I definitely count myself in
that category. The drinking beer
thing rather than drought-tolerant,
that is. As is the case with a num-
ber of palms, it can’t be trans-
planted until some form of trunk
develops and is visible at the base
of the plant.

Because of its huge ultimate
size, gardeners who like to sound
as if they know what they’re talk-
ing about will tell you that the Bis-
marck palm is not recommended
for small yards as it dominates its
space, dwarfing and obscuring
adjacent structures.

I say what the hell – if you
really want a tree in your garden
that’s going to take over and
dominate, then fill your boots.
Especially something as impres-
sive as this one – it’s best planted
where it can serve as a focal
point. If you plant it against a
backdrop of dark foliage, it will
stand out even more.

I think it’s worth having sim-
ply because it’s different – not just
another green thing in your gar-
den.

Single trees are excellent,
but a row of Bismarck Palms
spaced five meters apart along
each side of an entry road or wide
walkway can create a dramatic
impact. There’s a row of young
Bismarck palms outside that new
development with the concrete
elephant heads in the walls on
Chao Fa West Rd that look su-
perb. Give them a few years and
they’ll be incredible.

For anyone who really cares
about this kind of thing, unlike so
many other members of the plant
world, Bismarckia nobilis does
not have any immediate family;
it’s the only species in the genus.

I rather suspect that the Bis-
marck palm has a lot more in com-
mon with the Germans than just
its name. It’s the BMW of the
plant world – it does its job very
efficiently with the minimum of
fuss in a very predictable way.

Just don’t give it a pair of
Lederhosen, or it will be de-
manding draft weissbeer rather
than water. That’s eine Witz, by
the way.

Want to know more about a
plant  in your garden?
Email Bloomin’ Bert at:
bert@bloominbert.com
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The lowdown on paying up

WATCH
PROPERTY

By Bill Barnett

AGENT ARRIVAL: As more and
more real estate agents pop up
in Phuket, commissions paid to
the agents are a positive sign
that actual transactions are
taking place in the property
market.

Turn back the clock a
mere five or six years
and you’d find only a
handful of property

agents in Phuket. Many of the
accepted practices such as com-
mission rates of 3% were in place
simply because that was what the
other guys were doing, so every-
one followed suit.

Fast forward to 2007 where
the number of agents has multi-
plied, along with international af-
filiations, developments of every
type and budget span the island,
and a resale market now com-
petes with new product.

Commission structures
have changed, the market has
become more competitive and
everyone is vying for the proper-
ty buyer’s cold hard cash. So
what’s changed and what rates
are prevailing in the marketplace?

Talk to many agents and
3% is still widely used as the ba-
rometer of the local market.
Speak to a wider selection of real
estate brokers and developers
and you will find many working
on initial rates of 4%, 5% or
higher. There are a number of
projects where incentives on pro-
duction (number of sales) are
linked to higher rates, anywhere
from 5-10% and often on a slid-
ing scale.

Retail rates for commis-
sions vary in developed
markets like North Amer-
ica as well. In a typical
scenario 6% is the com-
mission, with 3% going to
the buyer’s agent and 3%
for the seller’s
agent. Agency
splits are not wide-
ly used in Phuket
because both par-
ties are frequently
using the same
agent.

New pro-
jects in today’s market can ex-
pect to pay anywhere from 3%
to 5% commission out of the gate.
Individual homeowners selling
their houses are often quoted a
higher rate of 5% and up for low-
er value property, though this is
frequently lowered for high-val-
ue villas due to the larger trans-
action price. Many individuals and
developers enter into separate

deals with agents and rates vary
from contract to contract.

Private individuals or com-
panies associated with the prop-
erty or tourism industry will of-
ten be able to provide customers
for a development or individual
houses. While these usually con-

sist of delivering a pro-
spective client, if the deal
moves ahead, anywhere
from 1-2% commission is
paid. Introduction fees
should always be docu-

mented in ad-
vance and a clear
understanding of
when the commis-
sion is due.

For those
selling property
the commission
rates remain a

commercial negotiation. Other
cost elements in brokerage agree-
ments include VAT or withhold-
ing tax, depending on the agency
taxation status. Tax rates are 3%
for withholding tax or 7% VAT
(value added tax), and one or the
other apply.

Equally important is at what
time in the transaction the com-
mission is paid. This is mostly re-

lated to actual payments made
and not the closing of contracts.
With new projects with periodic

payments this is usually due when
the initial payment, which is at
least 20-25% of the entire pur-
chase price, is made.

Agency exclusives or sole-
agent agreements here were not
widely used in the past but are
starting to surface and will cer-
tainly be a trend in the future.
These are agreements wherein
only one agency is used and there
is absolute reliance on the single
resource to sell the property.

Those considering such
deals need to look at past perfor-
mance or benchmarks on suc-
cessful sellouts of product along
with the associated risk attached.
Both pros and cons apply and this
type of set-up exists in the wider
global market with many landmark
projects successfully sold on this
basis.

The lowdown on commis-

sions is fairly basic but all too
often sellers cannot see the for-
est for the trees. Commissions
are the heartbeat of a healthy
capitalistic business venture
where you only pay for what
you get.

Performance is rewarded
only on virtue of actual results,
something sorely missing in to-
day’s business world. All too of-
ten the focus is not on what was
achieved in terms of revenue
from a sale but concentrating on
what amount an agent received
in commission.

Sellers pricing in commis-
sions and incentives along with
putting together clear brokerage
agreements only have upside in
today’s market, with the old ad-
age applying you can only take
actual sales to the bank.

Bill Barnett is Managing Direc-
tor of C9 Hotelworks (c9hotel
works.com), a Phuket-based
hotel and residential property
consulting firm. With more than
20 years’ experience in the re-
gion, he has played an active
role in some of the island’s big-
gest developments.
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SEAVIEW, LUXURY
FOREIGN FREEHOLD

CONDOMINIUM

2 bedrooms, 167sqm, high-
floor condo with panoramic
sea views of Karon beach
from all rooms. 14.5 million
baht. Contact Jeremy at
Phuket Land Search. Tel:
081-891-6174.

Properties
For Sale

RAWAI 2-STORY
new house. 160sqm. Price:
1.5 million baht.  Close to
beach.  For more information
call Tel: 086-9408914.  Or
contact via email at: freehold
prop@yahoo.com

RAWAI BEACH
condo. Sea view, foreign free-
hold. 450,000 baht. Tel: 086-
9408914. For more info email:
freeholdprop@yahoo.com

IMMACULATE VILLA

Very private location. Lush
tropical garden, pool, 4 qual-
ity bedrooms, 4 bathrooms,
large living room, top kitchen,
huge patio. Fully furnished,
450sqm of living area,
1,500sqm of land. Chanote.
Thalang area near Heroines
Monument. Contact Tel:
084-6907057.

12 RAI IN PALAI
12 rai of flat land for sale
between Chalong and
Phuket City. Road access,
water, electricity, Chanote
title. Ready to build. Willing
to subdivide. Price: 3 million
baht per rai. More info at
Tel: 087-105-7320.  Email:
stefan@phuketit.co.th

RAWAI BEACH VILLA
for sale. 2 new houses. Ask-
ing 3.5 million baht with
240sqm of land. Price: 5 mil-
lion baht with 400sqm. 100
meters from the beach. Tel:
086-9408914. Contact email:
freeholdprop@yahoo.com

KATA BEACH
apartment. New one-bedroom
apartment with pool, gym
and services. 3 million baht.
Tel: 089-4735080.

KARON POOL VILLA
2 bedrooms, furnished, quiet
location, sea view. Price: 7.5
million baht. Call Tel: 089-
4735080.

4-BEDROOM VILLA
with pool. 1km from Laguna,
5 aircons, ADSL, Sat TV, liv-
ing room, garden. Contact at
Tel: 084-8516121.

RARE STUNNING
seaview land  in Layan. 8
rai, Chanote, road access.
More information at email:
danwea@loxinfo.co.th

PATONG HOMES
FOR SALE

Buy properties direct from
owners (no middle man).
Tel: 087-2650118. Email:
ant_p_clark@yahoo.co.uk
For further details, please
see our website at http://
housesforsalephuket.blog
spot.com

RESORT ON PHI PHI
18 rooms for sale on 5 rai of
leased land. 14 years remain-
ing on contract, can be ex-
tended. Plenty of room for
expansion. Contact for details.
Tel: 081-7193375. Email:
resortonphiphi@hotmail.com

MODERN STYLISH
HOUSE IN KATHU

for sale. 3 bedrooms, en-
suite bathrooms, large living
room. Kitchen/dining, laun-
dry room. Set around spa-
cious veranda with walled
garden, private parking,
semi-rural yet close to
shops, international school,
golf courses. 9 minutes to
Patong. Price: 4.6 million
baht.Tel: 084-8439579.
Email: somsrij@aol.com

SEAVIEW LAND
IN CHALONG

3 rai for sale, stunning sea
view over Chalong bay and
surrounding islands. 8.5 mil-
lion baht per rai. Can subdi-
vide. Tel: 087-1057320.

Email:
stefan@phuketit.co.th

LAND FOR SALE
8 minutes to Laguna, Baan
Jo Thalang,153sq wah
(600sqm). Chanote title,
water and electricity. Price:
1.325 million baht. Call Tel:
081-041-5646. Email:
Khunraf@hotmail.com

RAWAI
SHOPHOUSES

FOR SALE/RENT

2 new, connected shop-
houses in Rawai, on Wiset
Rd. Living area: 200sqm.
Freehold land  price: 4.5
million baht. Financing pos-
sible. Tel: 081-8928526.
For further details please
see our website at: www.
phuket-besthomes.com

MODERN HOME
IN SAIYUAN

Rock-style home, 4 bed-
rooms, 5 bathrooms, a
huge kitchen and a big gar-
den. For long-term rent at
35,000 baht a month. For
sale at 8.5 million baht. Tel:
081-7872201. Email:
phuket8@hotmail.com

VILLA BUNGALOWS
3-bedroom villa and 5 bunga-
lows, all with aircon. Very
cheap as owner is leaving. Call
Tel: 081-6064649.

RENOVATION
not yet complete. City house,
9 rooms, 170sqm, garden
100sqm. Sell for 2.3 million
baht. Rent for 13,000. In Nai
Harn. Tel: 084-4454614.

LAYAN SEA VIEW
The land is 30 rai overlooking
Layan and the Andaman Sea.
Selling at 7 million baht per rai
(on the right hand side of the
road). For sale by owner. Tel:
086-4706648. Email:
thanuwat.p@gmail.com

OCEANVIEW
HOUSE, KATA

Absolute sea view, best lo-
cation in Kata. Fully fur-
nished, ready to move in.
800sqm. 4 bedrooms with
pool. Tel: 076-284137,
081-737-1585. Email:
jaspalt@ loxinfo.co.th  A
must see. http://

BEACH CONDO
in Karon. Last units left, 12
bedrooms, starting from 69
million baht. Easy walking dis-
tance to the beach. Guaran-
teed rental return. Tel: 076-
292265, 086-0043008.
Email: info@ayudhya.net  For
further details, please see our
website at www.ayudhya.
net/english/condos/index.php

OCEANVIEW CONDO
A "must-see" apartment re-
sale, located in Kata Beach.
Stunning ocean view and
walking distance to the beach.
Unique opportunity. Lease-
hold. Call Tel: 076-292265,
084-0535780. Email: info@
ayudhya.net

CHEAP LAND
for sale. 2million baht/rai.
Wife's illness forces urgent
sale of 3.5 rai of NorSor 3 Gor
land on the government road
between Ban Saku and Nai
Yang Beach. Permission for 8
houses already granted, deep
water borehole & electricity is
adjacent. 2 million baht per rai,
with quick sale from a Thai
owner. Tel: 076-328451,
083-1728052. Fax 076-32
8451. Email: phuketairport
hotel@yahoo.com

HOUSE IN NAI HARN
for sale. 85sqm, 2 bedrooms,
2 bathrooms, kitchen, living
room, 3 aircons, carport, cable
TV, 2 telephones and furni-
ture. 2.7 million baht. Call Tel:
084-0513731.

1.5 RAI LAND
Laguna area. 1.5 rai in a very
popular development area
next to Laguna Phuket.
Chanote title. 5 million baht per
rai. Tel: 076-325411, 081-
9793369. Fax: 076-325413.
Contact via email: phudtheera
@phuketrealty.net

LUXURY KATA
beach. Seafront, Aspasia, 5-
star, 1-bedroom apartment
with pool, spa, leasehold, fur-
nished. Price to sell at 8.4 mil-
lion baht. Tel: 089-9726017,
089-9171161. Email: asiasail
@yahoo.com  For further de-
tails, please see our website at
www.koumbele.com/kata1

ELEGANT HOME
Exclusive hillside, big pool,
garden with trees. Tastefully
furnished. Nice! Please call.
Tel: 076-388236, 089-727-
5407. Or email: bob@cosmic-
mindreach.com  For further
details, please see our website
at http://villa-sale-phuket.com

NEW HOUSE
for sale. 4 bedrooms, 3 living
rooms, big kitchen, open plan,
great value. Sale by owner/
builder. Tel: 076-280440,
086-6831964. Contact email:
franklee200@hotmail.com
For further details, please see
our website at: www.
chalonghouse.4t.com

ANUPHAS GOLF VILLE
Detached house on 320sqm
land. 3 bedrooms, 2 bath-
rooms, living room, fully-fitted
kitchen/dining area. Solar
power. Freehold, Chanote
title. Price includes all teak
furniture, beds, table, TV, sofa
for 6.9 million baht. Please
contact for more details. Call
Tel: 081-0874201. Email:
glenys_horne@hotmail.com

COMFORTABLE
HOUSE FOR SALE

in secure and desirable de-
velopment. 3 bedrooms (2
ensuite), 3 bathrooms, 2
floors, living room, verandas,
kitchen, study, laundry
room, garden, garage,
ADSL, UBC.  Price: 7.9 mil-
lion baht ono. Contact Tel:
084-8439579. Email:
somlerdee@yahoo.com

Gazette Online Classifieds –

10,000 readers every day!

4.5 RAI IN RAWAI
Square plot, access from 3
roads, Chanote title, 200m
from beach. For more informa-
tion and details call Tel: 081-
8918085. Contact via email:
sawasdee51@hotmail.com

TWO SHOPHOUSES
84 wah. Near Robinsons and
Sapan Hin. 24 million baht.
Please contact me for further
details. Call Tel: 081-370
7795, 089-470 8519. Email:
nawalak@yahoo.com

LAND FOR SALE
SAMUI

Land for sale on Samui.
Meanum soi 5. Nice loca-
tion, just 2km to beach,
750sqm. 1.5 million baht.
Tel: 076-288860, 086-
9474494.
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NEW HOME
NEAR BEACH

Chalong, 3 bedrooms, 2
bathrooms, 2 car spaces.
New furniture. Quick sale at
4.5 million baht. Please con-
tact for more  details. Call
Tel: 089-7830494, 081-
083 7354. Or send email:
jimcox007@msn.com

EXOTIC KATA
OCEANFRONT

5-star luxury, 1-bedroom
apartment.  Spa, pool, quiet
area, ADSL, sea view.
38,000 baht per month.
Tel: 089-9726017, 089-
9171161.  Contact via
email: asiasail@yahoo.com
For further details, please
see our website: www.
koumbele.com/kata1

SEAVIEW HOUSE
2-bedroom house with large
swimming pool and European
kitchen in the best area in
Patong "Baan Suan Kamnan".
17.5 million baht. Tel: 086-
2706454, +44-778-999
5522, 089-4727588. Email:
djudges@hotmail.com

PATONG TOWER
SEA VIEW

Furnished 1-bedroom, 1-
bathroom condo with 2
separate balconies and for-
eign freehold ownership.
Quiet, in the heart of town
and shops. Unobstructed
panoramic view. 100
meters from Patong beach.
Pool, indoor parking, 24-
hour security and reception.
A rare chance to secure a
one of a kind location! Of-
fered at 7.5 million baht.
Tel: 087-2761225, 081-
6927397. Info via email:
patong15@gmail.com

BEACHFRONT LAND
for sale. 1,125sq wah, 30 x
130  meters with NorSor 3
Gor. Sukorn island, Trang. 1.6
million baht. Please contact
for more info and details. Call
Tel: 084-8516845. Email:
odo_jp@hotmail.com

COLLEGE TOWN
apartments. 30 apartments, 4
shophouses, city center, 95%
occupied. 14 million baht obo.
For further information, please
contact  Martin  at Tel: 087-
2676300.

KATHU HOUSE
for sale. 2 bedrooms, 3 bath-
rooms, lounge, dining room,
big kitchen, furnished. 1.6 mil-
lion baht. Tel: 087-2705514.

FAMILY HOME ON
CHAO FAH RD

4 bedrooms, 5 bathrooms,
a modern kitchen and a
lovely garden. For long-term
rent at 35,000 baht a
month. For sale at 7.5 mil-
lion baht. More info email:
phuket8@hotmail.com

URGENT SALE!
2 million baht. Furnished, 3-
bedroom, 2-bathroom home
with kitchen and 2 aircons.
Ready to move in. Please con-
tact us for more details. Tel:
086-7003376. Email:
contactmalisa@yahoo.com

FREEHOLD
CONDOMINIUM

Cape Panwa, 106sqm living
space, ground floor, open-
plan dining and living area
with direct pool access,
European kitchen, 2 bed-
rooms, 2 bathrooms, fully
furnished. 6.5 million baht.
Tel: 076-279280, 086-
2821172, 089-8746054.

Email:
apawann@hotmail.com

WE BUILD YOUR
house for 990,000 baht.
90sqm bungalow for 990,000
baht. 145sqm two-story house
for 1.39 million baht. We can
build any style of private home
or commercial building in any
location on Phuket. Tel: 076-
322015, 086-8528234.
Email: info@1nj.de  Contact
JN-Tech Co. Ltd. German
Construction. See website at:
www.1nj.de/e-index.html

BANGTAO SEAVIEW
land plots. 3.9 million baht.
Land  plots with infrastructure.
First class sea view. Tel: 086-
2670157. Contact via email:
bannuaton@yahoo.com

HIGH-TECH OFFICE
High-tech office building in
central location close to
Chalong circle. 2 stories with
a total of 408sqm with sea
view in quiet residential area.
Central aircon system, com-
plete security system, contact-
less door access system,
CCTV with remote access.
Server room with armored
door and  CAT5 cable system
for computer network and
phone switchboard. Private
carport. Perfect for compa-
nies that need an attractive
office with high standards.
Price: 15 million baht. Please
contact for more information.
Tel: 076-282211, 081-958-
0815. Fax: 076-283251.
Email: moo@phuketgajden.se

HOUSE FOR SALE

Includes furniture, 2 aircons
and hot water.  For sale at
5.9 million baht (land and
house). 80sq wah (320
sqm), 2-story house with 4
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, big
storeroom and large garden
in a nice tranquil area. 10
minutes to Nai Harn and
Rawai beaches and 15 min-
utes to Phuket City. Please
call owner for viewing.
Tel: 084-9916654.

SEAVIEW LAND
in Nai Harn. 640sqm with
Chanote, views to Phi Phi. 2.9
million baht. Tel: 076-288-
047, 081-8941660. Email:
cottrell@loxinfo.co.th

BEST HONEST DEAL
in Rawai. 2 plots of land with
hill view. Flat, ready to be built
on. Chanote titles.
- 3,576sqm (2 rai, 96 talang
wah). 35m deep x 107m
wide. 7 million baht.
- 1,252sqm (3 ngan, 13 talang
wah). 27m deep x 50m wide.
3.2 million baht. Contact me
for more information. Tel:
089-9728544. Or email:
av58phuket@yahoo. com

BANG TAO, 5.3
MILLION BAHT

New house, 2 minutes to
beach or market. 3 bed-
rooms, 3 bathrooms, with
hot water. Contact K.
Shanya. Tel: 087-3863388.
For more information email:
shanya.arman@gmail.com

HOUSE FOR SALE
3 MILLION BAHT

Must sell, discounted price.
2 bedrooms, includes all fur-
niture and appliances.
Quiet, gated community,
pool, sauna, gym. 1 minute
from Nai Yang Beach. Cus-
tom floors, cabinets, tiles,
lighting. Euro/US standards.
Contact for more details.
Tel: 089-8742607. Email:
jintananong@yahoo.com,
loverofasia72@yahoo.com

TROPICAL VILLA
FOR SALE

Living area 600sqm. Gar-
den area 6,400sqm (4 rai).
Large 250sqm terrace. 3
bedrooms & 1 master bed-
room with ensuite. Open-
plan kitchen, living room,
Jacuzzi, swimming pool,
100sqm of artificial river &
charming island, 3-car ga-
rage & exterior parking.
Completely furnished, foos-
ball table and snooker. Price:
49 million baht. Located at
Pa Khlok, 5 min from Ao
Por, marina, golf, etc. No
sea view. Company formed
since 2002. Chanote title.
Project by international ar-
chitects. Contact Tel: 081-
8935270.  Email: mrdupouy
@yahoo.fr     See website:
www.tropical-house.net

KRABI LAND
Land for sale near Ao Nang,
mountain view. 1.2 million baht
per rai. Tel: 081-7475293.

HOUSE FOR SALE
2 stories, 4 bedrooms in
Chalong. Western kitchen.
Discounted price: 3.8 million
baht. Tel: 081-9795755.

CHALONG
SHOPHOUSE

with ocean view. 3 stories,
perfect for small business.
Very close to Chalong pier.
2.5 million baht. For more
info please call  K. Supachai.
Tel: 081-554-4140.

APARTMENT
building for sale  in Phuket
City. 18 rooms, 4 floors with
Chanote. Call for more infor-
mation. Tel: 084-0541447.

SURIN SPRINGS
Stunning, luxury lakeside
house. 4 bedrooms, 4 bath-
rooms, private pool. 5-minute
walk to beach. Aircon, Sat TV,
ADSL, nicely furnished. 25
million baht. Please contact
for further information. Tel:
076-270655, 089-9084861.
Email: kingsrqw@lds.co.uk

MISSION HEIGHTS
LAND FOR SALE

Fully-serviced land plots
various sizes. Please ring for
price. Tel: 089-2262612.
Email: jim@jimmarsh.net

FOREIGN OWNERSHIP
Nai Harn beach condos, high
quality and up-market, safe,
secure, large 2-bedroom units
completely furnished & equip-
ped. Great location and views,
close to beach. Only 8 million
baht, a must see! Call Tel:
076-202201, 081-7974068.
Fax: 076-202820. Email:
tum@phuketlifestyle.com

STUNNING VIEW
Chalong land. 5 rai at 5 million
baht per rai. Chanote title. Ac-
cess from 2 roads, electricity.
No agents. Please contact for
further information. Call Tel:
084-9256568.  Or email:
gloriabcl@yahoo.com

TOWNHOUSE
with sea view. Just finished.
Stunning views, elegantly fur-
nished. Great neighborhood.
Tel: 084-8419885. Email:
phukethomes@hotmail.com

PATONG CONDO
Panoramic sea view, 36sqm,
best location. Newly remod-
eled. Furnished, pool, kitchen.
Freehold. 2.2 million baht. For
info call 085-7823231. Email:
guntmit@aol.com

CHALONG HOUSE
for sale. 2-story house in
Chalong. 376sqm, 3 bed-
rooms, 2 bathrooms, maid's
room, kitchen, living room, 2
aircons, good area. 4.2 million
baht. Tel: 081-0790688.

KATA BEACH
bargain. 2 minutes to beach.
Quick sale due to moving.
Price: 2.9 million baht. Call Tel:
084-840-5834.

1 RAI RAWAI LAND
High quality. 1 rai Chanote land
covered in palm trees, very
beautiful, road, electric, top
area, private. 4.5 million baht
per rai. 2 one-rai lots available.
Call Tel: 086-5950188. Email:
nsupin@yahoo.com

FURNISHED HOUSE
5 minutes to Laguna Phuket.
3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms,
UBC, ADSL, solar water heat-
ing, 3 aircons, living room,
large hall area, pool 5m x
10m. Usage area: 310sqm.
Land: 1,200sqm. 13 million
baht. Contact for more info.
Tel: 089-8738295. Email:
tomasflet@hotmail.com

CHALONG LUXURY
house. 2 stories, 4 bedrooms,
4 bathrooms, secure, quiet lo-
cation, 2 kitchens, laundry
room, full aircon, double ga-
rage, etc. Area: 292sqm.
Curved teak staircase, spa, so-
lar hot water, nice gardens,
river views. 7.9 million baht.
Chanote. Please call for more
details. Tel: 076-383193,
089-7245655. Or see our
website at: www.phuket
house4sale.com

KATHU NEAR GOLF
course. 2-story house, 1 year
old. 4 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms.
House is 220sqm. Land is
488sqm. Fully furnished.
Price: 7.5 million baht.  Call
Tel: 083-3953976. Email:
kawthai@hotmail.com

FREEHOLD CONDO
for sale. Double bed, TV, fridge,
balcony, parking. 1.3 million
baht. Tel: 085-7977786.
Email: tj_biggie@hotmail.com

28 RAI ON KOH LONE
Located on Koh Lone island.
Has 120m of beachfront, op-
posite Phuket Aquarium. Call
K. Tum. Tel: 084-0002083.

DREAM HOUSE
FOR SALE

Dream house in Chalong on
715sqm of land with private
pool. 4 bedrooms, 5 bath-
rooms, Western kitchen, 7
A/Cs, dual carport and
much more. Perfect for
families. A must see. 16
million baht ono. Tel: 081-
892 6251. Email:
mrsouza@hotmail.com For
further details, please see
our website at: www.
phuketdreamhome.com
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25% Discount on Classifieds for Shopper Card Holders

IF YOU...
Place your ad in these pages;
Present your Shopper Card; and
Pay for the ad at our offices,

you’ll enjoy a 25% discount* AND have your ad appear free of
charge in the Phuket Gazette Online.

With more than 10,000 visitors a day, the Island Trader Online is
Thailand’s most active classified marketplace.

*Ads may be submitted in person or online (phuketgazette.net/classifieds), but
must be paid for at the Gazette offices. The discount is not available when
payment is made at our agents.

The Phuket Gazette Co Ltd
367/2 Yaowarat Road, Phuket City
Tel: 076-236555 Fax: 076-213971

RAT-U-THIT ROAD
SHOP

Detached building, large
shop with offices above,
prime location. For more
info call Tel: 081-8935200.
Email: gsf@seal-asia.com

FREEDOM APARTMENTS
Near Wat Patong (2/56 Soi
Khuan Yang). Fully furnished,
European style, small kitchen,
fridge, aircon, fan, cable TV,
safe, hot water, bathroom.
9,000 baht per month. Tel:
084-8450541, 081-8914561.

KATA LUXURY APT
Furnished, 2 bedrooms, 2 bath-
rooms, aircon, Western teak
kitchen, huge terrace. Long/
short term. Starting at 20,000
baht per month for long term.
Tel: 089-5926890. Email:
north&west98@yahoo.com

GOLF VILLA FOR RENT
New 4-bedroom, 4-bathroom
villa at Phuket Country Club.
Pool, aircon, maids' rooms.
Long term: 65,000 baht a
month. For more information
call Tel: 086-2772691. Email:
davidinasia@hotmail.com

PHUKET
B.L. APARTMENTS

New in Kathu. Big room, 1
bedroom, aircon, cable TV,
ADSL, hot shower, 1 living
room, garden, car park.
8,000 baht per month. Call
Tel: 081-6923163.

KATHU HOUSE
FOR RENT

Fully furnished, 3 bed-
rooms, fully fitted kitchen,
2 bathrooms, living room,
driveway. Quiet soi close to
Phuket Country Club golf
course and Central Festi-
val. Call K. Pom for details
at Tel: 081-499 8719.
Email: marshall_hugh@
yahoo.co.uk

CHALONG,4BEDROOMS
with aircon, 3 bathrooms,
large open-plan living/dining
room. European kitchen.
Fully furnished, swimming
pool, ADSL, UBC, nice gar-
den. 50,000 baht a month
ono. Tel: 081-9566745.

QUIET HOUSE & CAR
for rent. Fully furnished, 3
bedrooms with aircon, cable
UBC, ADSL, maid & gardener.
Toyota Yaris, black, auto-
matic. Rent approx. from
May to July 07. 49,000 a
month, 20,000 baht a week.
Tel: 081-9703136. Email:
agogniat@loxinfo.co.th

RAWAI RESIDENCE
studios. Rental per month:
6,000  to 12,000 baht. Aircon,
safe, ADSL, UBC, close to
beach. Tel: 086-9408914.

BIG HOUSE FOR RENT
3 big aircons, bedrooms
fully furnished, but no
fence. Beautiful garden,
near Chalong Bay. Price:
30,000 baht per month
includes electric and wa-
ter. Tel: 081-8924311.

1-BEDROOM CONDO
in Patong Tower. Newly reno-
vated in a beautiful modern
style. Best location in Patong.
Only long term. 18,000 baht per
month. Tel: 087-1238320.
Email: deherder@hotmail.com

RAWAI HOUSE
for rent in Rawai resort. 3 bed-
rooms, 4 bathrooms, kitchen,
terrace, fully furnished, 2 safes,
5 aircons, ADSL Internet, com-
munal pool, tropical gardens,
car park. Long lease. Price:
50,000 baht per month. For
more information email:
hans_lange@ hotmail.com

3-BEDROOM HOUSE
for rent. In Chaofa Thani. 9,500
baht a month. Nice garden. Tel:
076-280440, 086-6831964.
Fax: 076-280440. Email:
franklee200@hotmail.com

2 CONDOS FOR RENT
or sale. Melville House or
Phuket Palace, completely
new, fully furnished, lots of
extras. 20,000 baht per
month each. 3.9 million baht
or 3.2 million to buy freehold.
Tel: 084-1861858. Email:
coltat1962@yahoo.com

CHALONG, NEW HOME

for rent. 2-bedroom, furnished
with telephone, UBC, aircon.
For more information call Tel:
089-6521473.

PALAI, GREEN HOUSE
BIG GARDEN

Fully furnished, 2 aircon
bedrooms, hot shower, liv-
ing room, kitchen, garage.
11,000 baht a month. Palai
area. Tel: 081-8924311.

RAWAI HOUSE
FOR RENT

Set on a totally secluded
900sqm plot, with a 40sqm
swimming pool. Guest cot-
tage with own bathroom.
House has 2 bedrooms,
large bathroom, huge living
room with balcony and
views, indoor and outdoor
kitchens. Furnished, ADSL,
UBC, weekly maid service,
gardener. Available from
March 24 for 6-month let.
45,000 baht/month. Call
Tel: 081-0806560.

NAI YANG HOUSE
FOR RENT

3 bedrooms (2 w/ aircon),
living room, kitchen, fridge,
garden, fenced, ADSL and
UBC. 18,000 baht per
month. Tel: 089-6506221.
More information at  email:
ek_phuket@hotmail.com

BEACHFRONT CONDO
Kalim area, Patong. High
standard. Fully furnished, 2
bedrooms, kitchen, pool,
many facilities. Call Tel:
081-8920038.

SEAVIEW APARTMENTS
for rent in Karon & Patong
beach. Tel: 089-4912496.
Email: bluewaterphuket@
gmail.com

CHALONG HOUSE
for rent. 4 bedrooms, 3 bath-
rooms, living room, kitchen,
office, 4 aircons, indoor wa-
terfall. Chalong. Tel: 084-
8444228. More info via email:
saisorn1971@hotmail.com

PATONG BAYVIEW
home. 2 bedrooms, 2 bath-
rooms, pool, ADSL, UBC,
kitchen, dining room, great
location, long term, must
see. 60,000 baht a month.
Available May 1, 2007. Call
Tel: 087-8821963. Email:
benlee53@hotmail.com

LAGUNA AREA
luxury home with pool. 3 bed-
rooms, spa, big garden, ex-
otic furniture. Rent: 25,000
baht per month. More info at
Tel: 089-5944067.

CHALONG HOUSE
for rent. Fully-furnished  house
for rent in Chalong. Available
from May 2007. 3 bedrooms,
2 bathrooms and  2 aircons.
The house is 2 years old, set in
the quiet and beautiful Baan
Mannikram  Estate. The home
comes with its own private
garden, TV, DVD, fridge, mi-
crowave, washing machine,
telephone line, etc. Rent is
20,000 baht  per month, with
a minimum 6-month contract.
For more details, please con-
tact Marc Husted by email at
marc_husted@yahoo.com  or
telephone Mr. Christopher
Husted after 7pm on 087-
8874659.

STUNNING SEA VIEWS
Large luxury villa set in tropical
gardens providing amazing
views out to many islands. 3
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms,
swimming pool, sauna,
snooker room. Much more.
Internet, Sat TV. Located in a
very exclusive development
on Cape Yamu. 70,000 baht
a month. Tel: 086-2796283.

NEW HOUSE
FOR RENT

Located at Anuphas
Manorom Village, near
Suan  Luang  public park and
about 1.5 kilometers from
Central Festival Phuket.
82sq wah, 3 bedrooms, 3
bathrooms, fully furnished,
nice gardens. Please con-
tact Mr Mongkol for more
info. Tel: 084-0628040.

HOUSE IN KAMALA
Fully furnished, 2 bedrooms,
kitchen, living room, laundry.
Hot water, phone, ADSL,
cable TV. 15,000 baht/month.
Tel:  076-263254, 081-537
7137. Fax: 076-263254.
Email: sunisadia@hotmail.com

VILLA FOR RENT
Beautiful, new 2-bedroom
villa with private pool close
to Rawai and Nai Harn
beaches. Fully furnished,
aircon. 35,000 baht per
month. Pool and garden
maintenace included. Mini-
mum 6 months. Call Tel:
081-9701716.

FOR RENT: LAND &
HOUSES PHUKET

3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms in
Land & Houses Phuket. Fully
furnished, 2 aircon bedrooms,
1 aircon living room. Rental
price: 20,000 baht  per
month. Available on April 1
2007. Please contact for
details.Tel: 081-5440571,
085-0412121.

PENTHOUSE APT
to let at Lersuang, Surin
Beach. Two bedrooms,
1,000sqm, swimming pool,
2 mins from beach. 40,000
baht per month. For more in-
formation call Tel: 081-
5372018, 081-0779365.

HOUSE FOR RENT

Located at Baan Sorn
Naramit house project.
500m from Heroines Monu-
ment. 3 bedrooms, 2 bath-
rooms, kitchen, spacious
living room, fully furnished,
air conditioned, covered
parking. Call Tel: 076-
324224, 081-8950784.

RAWAI CONDOS
FROM 5,000 BAHT

per month. Superb fully-
furnished studio and 1-
bedroom condos all with
aircon and balconies from
5,000 to 10,000 baht a
month. Weekly/monthly
rates available. Tel: 087-
8917408, 089-2925309.
For more info email: gillies
18367@hotmail.com

LONG-TERM RENT

Tenant seeks long-term
rental of a beautiful house,
condo or apartment in
Phuket. Please contact for
more details. Tel: 076-245-
966. Email: info@phuket
andamanrealestate.com

PATONG BAY VIEW
HOME

2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms,
pool, ADSL, UBC, kitchen,
dining room, great location,
long term only, must see.
60,000 baht per month.
Avaliable May 1, 2007.
Tel: 08-78821963. Email:
benlee53@hotmail.com

RAWAI SEAVIEW APT
Deluxe studio, new, furnished,
full kitchen, aircon, cable TV.
Price: 7,000 baht per month.Tel:
084-0571420.

NAI HARN HOUSE
1 minute to the beach. 3 bed-
rooms, 2 bathrooms, kitchen,
aircon. 20,000 baht/month,
minimum 1 year.  Call Tel:
081-3971835.

SURIN BAY AREA
big garden. Long-term lease
now available on 3-bedroom
house with aircon, outdoor
kitchen. 1.2 rai of screen-
fenced garden. Unfurnished or
partially furnished as required.
Good for pets, kids & privacy.
Large covered outdoor area.
Garden maintenance pro-
vided. Tel: 086-9410410,
086-2692020.  Please see
website for more details and
photos at: www.phuket_
house.here.fastmail.fm/
@ S u r i n _ B e a c h /
Surin%20House%20-
%20Details.doc

HOUSE IN TRANG
for rent. New beautiful house,
Pak Meang beach front, 1 bed-
room, kitchen, bathroom, one
big living room and carpark.
10 minutes to Chao Mai Na-
tional Park. Long term (mini-
mum 1 year): 8,000 baht per
month. Tel: 087-3840864.
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KAMALA BEACH
New apts and houses for rent
or sale, fully furnished. Rent:
15,000 to 30,000 baht. Call
Tel: 084-3059606.

QUALITY HOME IN
KATHU

Detached house, 4 bed-
rooms, 3 bathrooms,  with
pantry, kitchen and
maid's room. Close to Lo-
tus. Long-term rent at
35,000 baht a month. For
sale at 7.8 million baht.
Tel: 081-7872201. Email:
phuket8@hotmail.com

LUXURY VILLA
FOR RENT

in Soi Sansabai, Patong
beach. For short- or long-
term rent. 2 swimming
pools, Jacuzzi, jet stream,
sauna, garden, fully fur-
nished, walk to beach.
Contact for great rates.
Call Tel: 083-3925392.
Email: franksrenthouse
@yahoo.com

HOUSE FOR RENT
Fully-furnished, aircon bunga-
low available from May 2007.
4 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms.
Situated in an exclusive and
secured estate opposite Boat
Lagoon Marina. 45,000 baht
a month, minimum 1 year.
Tel: 081-8921732.

CHALONG HOUSE
for rent. 3 bedrooms, kitchen/
living/dining room, laundry room,
fully furnished, aircon in every
room. Car park, swimming pool
(shared), tropical garden. Hi-
speed Internet and UBC satel-
lite TV included. 35,000 baht per
month, minimum 6 months.
Call Tel: 087-1057320. Email:
stefan@phuketit.co.th

CHALONG HOUSE
for rent. Furnished 2-bed-
room with aircon, living room,
kitchen, TV, fridge, telephone
line, ADSL, garden and car
park. Long-term rental. Email
for more info, details and pics.
Tel: 081-5388169.  Email:
termatigul@hotmail.com

BEAUTIFUL HOUSE
FOR RENT

A must-see! 14 months old
in an excellent location.
Minutes to Rawai and Nai
Harn beaches. High quality,
beautiful and modern de-
sign with 162sqm of living
area. The house has 2 large
bedrooms, 2 private bath-
rooms, 1 guest toilet, large
living/dining room, terrace,
storage room, 2 air condi-
tioners, private car park,
free water and garbage
collection service. The
house is furnished with
king-size bed and mattress,
5-door wardrobe, vanity
set, dining table, fridge and
curtains. Asking 22,000
baht a month ono. For more
info call K. Nui at 076-
288611 or  087-383-0936.

PATONG SEAVIEW
CONDO

2 bedrooms, 1 bathroom.
Pool, UBC cable TV, phone,
ADSL Internet. 35,000 baht
per month. Call Tel: 081-
5696283, Contact email:
mauirick1@yahoo.com

LARGE STUDIO APT
Quiet + view. 70sqm studio.
Bedroom, living room, kitchen,
storage room, walk-in closet,
terrace. Furnished, TV, aircon,
car park, swimming pool. Abso-
lutely quiet and private hillside lo-
cation. Long-term rental at
24,000 baht per month.  Call
Tel: 076-296621, 081-
6916147. Fax: 076-344689.
Email: info@baansuanvilla.de

LIST YOUR RENTAL
Phuket-rentals.com does not
take commissions. We have
renters contact you directly.
Tel: 086-0799584.

NAI YANG HOUSE
FOR RENT

3 bedrooms (2 with aircon),
living room, kitchen, fridge,
garden, fenced, ADSL and
UBC. 18,000 baht per
month. Tel: 089-6506221.
More information at email:
ek_phuket@hotmail.com

3-BEDROOM
2-STORY HOUSE,

Rent for 1 to 6 months until
Nov 2007. Fully furnished.
3km to Nai Harn beach.
Peaceful and quiet area. Tel:
087-8062407. Email:
tse.goran@gmail.com

FULLY-SERVICED
room at Patra Mansion in
Phuket City. Fridge, cable TV,
patio, fan, luscious land-
scaped grounds and pool. Fully
serviced. Rent: 4,800 baht +
utilities. For more information
call 076-258103.

HOME/OFFICE
for rent. 160sqm. Unfur-
nished, roof garden. 10,000
baht per month. 120,000
baht for 3-year lease. Please
call Tel: 089-593-0986.

SEAVIEW CONDO
for rent in Rawai. 26sqm,
modern. 10,000 baht per
month.  More information at
Tel: 089-5930986. Email:
thirdpalmtreeontheleft
@hotmail.com

HOUSE IN NAI HARN
for rent. Fully furnished, 2
bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, TV/
music/DVD. Good price. Con-
tact for details. Tel: 076-
388621, 084-8519072.
Email: goodtasteforgoodlife@
yahoo.de

PATONG TOWER
SEAVIEW

1-bedroom apartment. 100
meters from the beach.
Long or short term. Call Tel:
084-8473304.

DUPLEX FOR RENT
Lovely Bali-style house. Call or
email for more information and
details. Tel: 081-9813614.
Email: happyjaa @yahoo.com

KOH KAEW HOUSE
2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms,
aircon, TV. 18,000 baht per
month. Tel: 076-245966.
Email: info@phuketandaman
realestate.com

KATHU, 3-BEDROOM
house for rent.  Fully furnished.
2 bedrooms with aircon, 1
without.  Cable TV, garden, se-
cure estate, telephone.
20,000 baht per month. Tel:
087-8876101.

BEAUTIFUL NEW HOUSE
Pak Meang, 1 bedroom,
kitchen, bathroom, one big liv-
ing room and car park. 10
minutes to Chao Mai National
Park. Long term only (mini-
mum 1 year): 8,000 baht per
month. Tel: 087-3840864.

KARON CONDO
1 bedroom, 130sqm, 20th
floor. 45,000 baht per month.
Please contact for more infor-
mation. Tel: 076-245966.
Email: info@phuketandaman
realestate.com

OCEANVIEW
CONDO IN KAMALA

250sqm condo with breath-
taking view. 2 bedrooms,
2.5  bathrooms, 1 study.
Outdoor bath, huge terrace
overlooking Andaman Sea.
Fully furnished, tastefully
decorated in contemporary
Thai style. Walking distance
to the beach, 15 mins from
Patong, golf courses, diving
and spas. Swimming pool
and gym in complex. 90,000
baht per month, 3-month
minimum. Short term:
US$1,000 -1,400 per week.
Tel: 852-94519793. Con-
tact via email: jessandsteve
@netvigator.com  For de-
tails, please see our website:
www.kamalaseaview.com

3-BEDROOM HOUSE
WITH POOL

in  Nai  Harn. Aircon, fully
furnished, car park, UBC TV
(gold), stereo, DVD, secu-
rity system, safety box, au-
tomatic gate, phone line,
washing machine, wireless
Internet. Only annual (one-
year) rental. 55,000 baht
per month. Call Tel: 089-
8730196, 081-7974197.
Email: dannie@dvas.dk

HOUSE FOR RENT
Nice 3-bedroom, 2-bath-
room home with built-in
BBQ in garden and ADSL.
Fully furnished. 20,000
baht per month. Tel: 081-
8915602. Email: andrea.
capucci@gmail.com

MODERN HOUSE
in Kathu. 3 bedrooms, 3
bathrooms, large living
room, kitchen, parking area,
private road, walled garden.
Convenient to golf courses,
and international school. 9
minutes to Patong. 20,000
per month, long term only.
Tel: 084-8439579. Email:
kittisakdj @yahoo.com

SEAVIEW CONDO
for rent. Rawai, 26sqm, mod-
ern. 10,000 baht. Tel: 089-
5930986. Email: thirdpalmtree
ontheleft@hotmail.com

EXCLUSIVE RESIDENCE
3-bedroom villa offering
breathtaking sea views. 3
bathrooms, maid room,
snooker room, study, lounge,
dining, kitchen, spacious ter-
race. Tropical gardens, private
pool. Secluded and secure lo-
cation. Internet and Sat TV.
70,000 baht per month. Call
Tel: 086-2796283.

RENTAL HOUSE
8 rooms, new air conditioning,
with or without boat and car.
Call Tel: 087-8844725 for
more information.

PATONG TOWER
sea view. 1-bedroom apart-
ment. 100 meters from the
beach. Long or short term.  Call
Tel: 084-8473304.

HOUSE IN KAMALA
Fully furnished, 2 bedrooms,
kitchen, living room, laundry.
Hot water, phone, ADSL,
cable TV. 15,000 baht a month.
Tel:  076-263254, 081-537
7137. Fax: 076-263254.
Email: sunisadia@hotmail.com



C L A S S I F I E D S48 P H U K E T  G A Z E T T E April 7 - 13, 2007

Property Gazette

Classified ads are charged per line. Each line is 95 baht,

with a minimum of 4 lines (heading included) per ad.

All advertising must be paid for in advance.

Deadline for Property Gazette page: Friday 3 pm.

Deadline for all other ads: Saturday 12 noon.
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Classified Advertisements

Please use this form to write your classified advertisement.

Then hand it to any of our agents.

Agents for Classified Advertising

PHUKET

K.L. Mart Tel: 076-280400/3
Patak Rd, Chalong Fax: 076-280403

Earth Language School Tel: 076-232398/9
Phang Nga Rd, Phuket City Fax: 076-232398

Sin & Lee Tel: 076-258369
Thalang Rd, Phuket City Fax: 076-211230

Taurus Travel Tel: 076-344521/2
Aroonsom Plaza Rat-U-Thit 200 Pi Rd, Patong Fax: 076-344523

41 Minimart Tel/Fax: 076-324312
Srisoontorn Rd, Cherng Talay

Deli Supermarket Tel: 076-342275
Rat-U-Thit 200 Pi Rd, Patong Fax: 076-344314

Property Wanted

KATHU RENTAL
Married couple moving to
Phuket within the next few
weeks are looking for a
house in Kathu for long-term
rental. We are looking for a
furnished house, preferably
with Internet access. Our
budget is 8,000 to 14,000
baht per month. If you have
something of interest, please
contact us with details and
photos if possible. Email:
tukieb@gmail.com

LAND WANTED
Cash buyer would like to pur-
chase around 2 rai of seaview
land, preferably sea and is-
lands view, on the northeast
coast of Phuket. Land must
have electricity and good ac-
cess road. Should not be over-
looked, and should be suitable
for building a house. Immedi-
ate decision and payment of-
fered for right plot. Prefer
details by email in first in-
stance. Call Tel: 086-
9446288. Contact via Email:
phuketgraham@yahoo.co.uk

HOUSE WANTED
3-4 bedroom house with a
good standard, somewhere
from Bang Tao to Kathu area.
Needed for long-term rental.
Tel: 085-7811758. Email:
take_a_tab@hotmail.com

CONDO IN PATONG
TOWER

I am looking for a 1-bed-
room with a full sea view,
but not a corner unit.
Please let me know if  you
have something available.
Call Tel: +45-28719194.
Email: ken_soerensen@
hotmail.com

SMALL LAND PLOT
wanted on Phuket Island to
build a house. About 100sq
wah. Need electricity and
water. Prefer flat land. Email:
villathani@hotmail.com

LAGUNA VILLAGE
property. Looking to buy La-
guna village townhome or villa
from owner. Will be in Phuket
for Songkran. Contact via
email: quinp@inmail24.com

CASH PAID
for condos/houses in need  of
refurbishment. Patong, Karon,
Kata, Kamala. Call Tony for
more information at Tel: 076-
341489, 086-2672646.

WANT TO BUY
CONDO OR APT

Want to buy for cash. Up to
2.5 million baht for a free-
hold studio or 1-bedroom
condo or apartment in
Patong. Tel: 087-2699294.
Email: phcorp@email.com

Accommodation
Available

1 & 2 BED APT,
Patong & Kata. Quality apart-
ments with full kitchen, ADSL,
and cable TV. Patong: 12,000
to 20,000 baht per month. Kata
(swimming pool/seaview):
18,000 to 27,000 baht per
month. Prefer minimum of 6
months. Call Tel: 081-
2705374. Email: orcella@
phuket.ksc .co.th  For  further
details, please see our website
at: www.orcella.com

ROOMS FOR RENT
Spectacular ocean views,
swimming pool and Jacuzzi,
daily breakfast and house-
keeping, satellite TV, aircon,
free high-speed  Internet.
From 1,000  to 2,000 baht per
night.   Tel: 084-8395447.
Email: gm@hilltophotel.com

HOTEL PROMOTION
Low season, long-stay,
beachfront hotel includes
American breakfast, facilities.
18,000 baht per month. Tel:
076-345518,  081-8920038.

200 METERS TO
KAMALA BEACH

2-bedroom, 2-bathroom,
self-contained apartment
built to international stan-
dards on private land. Sat
TV, aircon throughout,
ADSL, telephone. Avail-
able short term only. Tel:
081-8931360. Email: noi
@phuketinvestments.com

KATA BEACH
New guesthouse with every-
thing. WIFI throughout the
building, free aircon, fan, safe,
minibar, laundry, bar/restau-
rant (215 items) with Thai and
European menu. Tel: 081-
8948446. See our website at
www.southernfriedrice.com

PATONG SEAVIEW
condo. Newly remodeled 1/1
condo, 14th floor w/ balcony.
Great sea view. 100 meters to
beach. Full kitchen, granite
floors, teak furniture, 2 TVs,
2 A/Cs. Short or long term.
Tel: 084-159 0501. Email:
patongcondo@yahoo.com

HOLIDAY RENTAL
accommodation available. Short
or long term. Rawai, 2-bedroom
house, aircon, fully furnished, Sat
TV, fenced, garden, 5 mins to
the beach. 55 euros per day,
335 euros per week, 1,200 eu-
ros per month. Tel: 076-
388163, 085-7873046. Email:
dream_nis@yahoo.com

HOUSES FOR RENT
2- or 3-bedroom fully-fur-
nished houses short or long
term. Tel: 081-3772280.
Email: jim@jimmarsh.net

PATONG LUXURY
apartments. Central  Patong, 1
& 2 bedrooms. For more infor-
mation & photos please con-
tact Tel: 076-341827.  Email:
suites247@yahoo.com

BARGAIN ROOM
or villa. Three bedrooms, pool
use. From 300 baht per day.
Near Nai Harn. Many extras.
Tel: 081-8081804. Email:
ttpitstop1@hotpop.com

Specialist in European stone-
care products and services:

Prevent: rust, stains, mildew,
algae, scratches

Remove: builders’ residue,
incorrect sealants, rust, stains,

mildew, etc. Daily care &
cleaning products also available.

Tel: 07-2824930, 076-271217
Fax: 076-271218

 Email:
info@thestonedoctor-asia.com

• Restoration
• Sealing/Protection
• Maintenance

All your maintenance,
protection & cleaning needs
for natural and manufactured
stone.

• Marble • Sandwash
• Granite • Terracotta
• Slate • Terrazzo
• Sandstone • Ceramics, etc

The Stone DoctorAccommodation
Wanted

Building
Products

& Services

Household
Services

PATONG APARTMENT

Long-size bed, aircon, hot
water, cable TV, good  view.
Price 8,000-18,000 baht/
month. Tel: 089-2909567.
Please see our website  for
more information at www.
brommathaihouse.com

TAM
CONSTRUCTION

Quality building services,
all jobs done by qualified
staff with English-speak-
ing boss! Fair price, free
estimates. Renovations,
shopfitting, electrical and
metalwork, built-in furni-
ture and more.  Call Tel:
089-6500133. Or email:
tamjai_06@yahoo.com

PAINTING & DECOR
Painting and decorating - out-
side and inside. High standard
of service available in the
Chalong area. We use anti
fungals and primers to ensure
a long-lasting finish. Other
works undertaken include
plumbing, tiling, etc. We also
offer a full maintenance ser-
vice for your villa - for ex-
ample, maid, pool and garden
service. We specialize in prop-
erties where the owner
spends a large amount of
time overseas. Call today for
a free quotation. Tel:  076-
281327, 081-895 4480.
Fax: 076-281327. For more
information, contact via email:
handyman@loxinfo.co.th

CONSTRUCTION
All kinds of construction.
Houses, ceiling, paint, aircon,
steel, renovation. Please con-
tact for more information. Tel:
089-5913996, 087-2636337.
Email: malaisiam@gmail.com

TOWNHOUSE WANTED
to rent. Townhouse wanted
in Patong (will also consider
Kata or Karon - only) Aug-Oct
inclusive (3 months). Prefer
secure estate, mid-range
property (such as Baan
Benjamas). Aircon, UBC and
car parking essential. Email:
karlh@labyrinth.net.au

WANTED!
Restaurant and shop

- Patong

- Beach side (main road)

- Min 300sqm

- Min 5-year lease

Shop area:

- Min 25sqm

- Min 3-year lease

Tel: 089-5939928.

RENT/BUY 2 BDRM
Single mom needs a 2nd-hand
townhouse or condo to rent or
buy. Two bedrooms with living
room, unfurnished, not too ex-
pensive. Contact Tel: 081-
7970835. Email: kamontip@
derani-yachts.com

WANT SMALL PLOT
Looking for a small plot in
Phuket for building a house. No
more than 200,000 baht.  Email:
mejlatillanders@hotmail.com

NEED HOLIDAY HOUSE
We need a cheap house of 2-
3 bedrooms from 12 Oct to
10 Nov 2007. We are a fam-
ily of 5 adults, non-smoking,
non-drinking. House must
have a kitchen, fridge, and
aircon in bedrooms. Must be
less then 20,000 baht per
month. Location is not impor-
tant because I will rent a car.
Email: jonnakas@yahoo.com

LOW-SEASON HOUSE
Looking for big villa (even if not
very comfortable or new) with
minimum of 2 rooms and big
garden (more rooms and/or
swiming pool would be a big
plus).  Needed for 7 to 10 days
in July. Please make an offer
and send picture. I can come
to see it at any time. (No crazy
tourist prices, please.) Email:
brunyth@yahoo.fr
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TASAR FOR SALE

Join the upcoming World
Championships in Phuket
(July). Two-person perfor-
mance dinghy complete
with beach dolly, road trailer
and ready to win. 150,000
baht, or might sell 50%
share to the right person.
Contact. Tel: 081-894-
1530. Fax: 076-239729.

Email:
andrew@leemarine.com

3.2 METER DINGHY

Little use, in good condition.
Recently serviced. New
anti-foul. 68,000 baht ono.
Please contact for more
details. Tel: 076-282283,
087-8977083. Email:
pjpkt@phuket.ksc.co.th

FIBERGLASS

SPEEDBOATS

Demoboats: Noryacht 470
with Tohatsu 50hp and 600
with Yamaha 85hp both
with bimini. Also 1 new 470
ready for mounting out-
board. Boats can be tested
in Ao Yon, near Panwa. Call
for an appointment. Euro-
pean trailers are available.
Call Tel: 089-2878941.
Email: arottes@frisurf.no

BOAT FOR SAIL

45-foot fishing boat, 165hp
Hino engine, GPS, fishfinder.
1.2 million baht. Please con-
tact for more details. Tel:
076-284069, 087-277-
6056. Email: ianthebaker@
hotmail.comRUBBER DINGHY

FOR SALE

4.6 meter, RH460 Nova
Marine, fiberglass hull,
steering control, 40hp
Yamaha, nice trailer, good
condition. 200,000 baht
plus VAT.

Tel: 074-731198,

089-7370465.

51FT SLOOP

Liveaboard or charter. Thai
registration, new sails and
rigging. Price: US$90,000.
Please call for more infor-
mation.

Tel: 087-2295743.

BOAT MOLDS

Fiberglass speedboat molds
for sale. 23ft, 27ft, 35ft, 38ft.
Please call for more informa-
tion. Tel: 076-527129, 086-
5950978.

NEW 26' F/G

lobster boat. Located in
Pattaya. Professionally built in
2006. 2 berths, enclosed
head, 200hp Isuzu diesel in-
board, windlass, stern plat-
form and much more. 2.2 mil-
lion baht. Call Tel: 038-
251526, 081-8620319.
Fax: 038-251192. Email:
jacall@ptty.loxinfo.co.th

18' FISHING BOAT

Fiberglass. Boston-Whaler
type, mint condition, 85hp
Yamaha plus trailer. Price:
360,000 baht. Please call for
more details. Tel: 076-
200933, 085-2534429.
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NORTH SEA BOATS
X2K (2004)

Built in December 2004.
Newly refurbished  by
manufacturer. 2 x 200hp
Yamaha engines, complete
electronics and many fea-
tures additional to standard.
Price: US$60,000 (nego)
ex-Bali, Indonesia.

Call:

+62-813-38419911.

Email:

jwort@indo.net.id

Website:
www.bwsbali.com

FISHING BARGAIN!
New boat, warranty, alloy, 6
meters, center console,
Sportfish. Thai survey. Cost to
import: 1.48 million baht. Sell
at low price to quick buyer.
Trailer & tow vehicle included!
Tel: 081-8922824.

FISHING BOAT
New, fiberglass, 4 X 1.5
meters, 5hp  engine. 70,000
baht for boat only. Trailer:
20,000 baht. Call Tel: 081-
4775637.

SALES PERSON
Internet advertising for marine
and seafood industry. Thai
national who can speak, read
and write English. Computer
literate, good negotiation skills,
own transport. Call K. Kevin.
Tel: 087-2820867. Email:
kevin@sea-ex.com

PROGRAMMER
PHP,  MYSQL, English speak-
ing Thai. Tel: 085-1317278.
Email: apexbc@hotmail.de

TEACHERS WANTED
Teachers required for:

* Public schools

* Business/resort classes

* On site classes

Candidates need to be native
English speakers with TEFL or
CELTA certification. Prefer-
ence given to bachelor degree
holders with teaching experi-
ence. Please call Brent at ECC.
For more informationTel: 076-
219062.

SWEDISH SALES
PERSON (FEMALE)

Well-established inbound
Scandinavian travel agency
looking for a Swedish fe-
male Internet sales person
to be a part of our team. A
background in sales and/or
the travel industry, com-
puter skills and pedantic
organizational skills will be
necessary, as well as really
good knowledge of Thailand.
Immediate employment.
Please send CV with photo
to Anders Palm. Please con-
tact for more information
and details. Tel: 076-
246427, 081-893- 2575.
Fax: 076-246180. Email:
andersp@loxinfo.co.th

CHIEF ACCOUNTANT
CPD license is a must. Knowl-
edge of QuickBooks is a plus.
Must be good on reporting
cash flow, budget, etc. Call
Tel: 076-239111. Fax: 076-
238974. Email: hr@asia-
marine.net

STAFF FOR INTERNET
in Rawai. Thai female staff
wanted full or part time with
computer skills and basic En-
glish knowledge. Good salary.
Contact Mr Rudi. Please con-
tact for more information. Tel:
076-288808, 081-0909640.

THE GARDEN
General administration and
marketing position Thalang
area. Up to 20,000 baht per
month. Must have good En-
glish (spoken and  written).
Tel: K. Bill 084-1032358, K.
Anna 084-0575756.

OFFICE MANAGER
wanted by estate agent. The
position requires basic ac-
counting skills, good com-
mand of English, computer lit-
eracy. Please send CV by
email or for more information
Tel: 086-686 5998. Email:
info@tropical-homes.net

HOUSE MAID
I require a live-in house maid.
House is close to Boat Lagoon.
Must be friendly with dogs
and able to cook. Middle-aged
Thai female preferred. Please
contact for more information.
Tel: 081-8913067.

UK RECRUITMENT
Consultants. Young, articu-
late and sales-minded British
recruitment consultants
wanted for busy office in
Phuket. Excellent salary. For
more details email: Ian@
evocation.net  For further
details of our company,
please see our website at
www.evocation.net

FIBERGLASS
speedboat. Monohull, built
2002, 37ft long, 10ft wide,
two Yamaha out-board
200hp engines, toilet, GPS,
VHF radio, depth sounder,
boat trailer. Asking 1.7 million
baht. Tel: 081-9587435.
Email: operation@moby-dick-
adventures.com
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SIMPSON MARINE

requires the services of a
charter boat sales and  book-
ing representative. The ideal
candidate will be a Thai na-
tional, have a strong back-
ground in sales and market-
ing, an excellent command
of English both written and
spoken, be self-motivated
and confident. A background
in a marine-related field
would be a strong advan-
tage. Own transport is es-
sential. Initial applications
should be made by emailing
a full resumé and refer-
ences to:

Email: phuket@
simpsonmarine.com

OFFICE MANAGER

Thai Office Manager needed
for busy sports-orientated
business in Chalong. Require-
ments: read, write and speak
English and computer skills
(Word, Excel, Internet)
needed. Working with Thais
and foreigners. Excellent sal-
ary, social insurance and bo-
nus. Please contact Smai for
an interview. Call Tel: 076-
367071. Or send email to:
info@tigermuaythai.com

SALES & MARKETING

Manager. Due to our rapidly
expanding business, Destina-
tion Air, Thailand’s only sea-
plane company, is looking for
a dynamic self-starter with
excellent presentation skills
and the ability to present our
product with confidence to
our sophisticated customer
base. The candidate will de-
velop a company sales strat-
egy to achieve the established
targeted goals. A Thai or expat
with 5 years’ experience in
sales & marketing within travel
industry is preferable. Please
email your CV to: hrda@
destinationair.com

GUEST SERVICE AGENT

Destination Air has expanding
opportunities for 2 persons to
meet and welcome arriving
guests at the airport and se-
lected island resorts locations.
Thai females (2), neat appear-
ance, pleasant personality,
inspired attitude and service-
minded. Candidate must have
strong English communication
and interpersonal skills. Email
your CV and professional info
to: hrda@ destinationair.com

PEACHTREE SPECIALIST

Male/female, Thai, with two
or more years' experience
using Peachtree accounting
software. Well-organized with
attention to detail. Interested
persons are invited to email CV
and photo. Email: hrda@
destinationair.com or call Tel:
081-958292 for an interview.

PERSONAL ASSISTANT

required for new business in
Phuket. We seek a Thai lady
with fluent spoken and written
English and good computer
skills (Microsoft Office).
Please contact Phil for more
details. Tel: 083-3943246.
Email: pgebbett@gmail.com

RECEPTIONIST WANTED

Audio visual company is seek-
ing candidates for the above
position. Applicants must be
fluent in written and spoken
English and Thai and have
good computer skills. Experi-
ence in administration and
accounts an advantage. Con-
tact for more info. Tel: 076-
527640. Fax: 076-527639.
Email: cv@enhanceav.com

CREATIVE ENERGETIC

educator. Horizons Learning
Center, an expanding interna-
tional school in Phuket, seeks
experienced creative, ener-
getic educators, to join our
team. Special interest/talent in
music, arts or sports a plus.
International teaching degree
required, ESL teachers need
not apply. Tel: 076-238756.
Fax: 076-238756. Email:
admin@horizons-phuket.com

FINANCIAL CONTROLLER

Thai, male/female, BA in ac-
counting or related field with
experience in accounting & fi-
nancial management. Full
knowledge of accounting & fi-
nancial functions as well as
Thai taxation. Working knowl-
edge of Peachtree accounting
software is a plus together
with strong proficiency in En-
glish communication and com-
puter literacy. Email: hrda@
destinationair.com

SALES PERSONS

urgently needed. Established
supplier company of hotels
and restaurants for dining
equipment & accessories
needs a few sales people im-
mediately. Some English and
knowledge in F&B is a plus! For
Thai nationals only. Time wast-
ers need not apply! Contact.
Tel: 076-261157, 089-
7703681. Fax: 076-261239.
Email: phuketislander@
yahoo.com

OFFICE STAFF

We are an Internet travel
agency and need a Thai female
with good communication skills
in English. Good personality,
self-motivated. Experience
with MS Word and Excel would
be an advantage. Tel: 076-
342750, 084-8523380.
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TIMESHARE SALES!

Have you ever dreamed of
working in a virgin market?
The Holiday Club is a large
multinational company with
over 24 years in the time-
share business. We are pres-
ently running 2 full-time
road show teams visiting re-
gional areas in Australia
with enormous success.
Our customers are highly
qualified, English speaking
and most have never seen a
timeshare presentation be-
fore! We are currently re-
cruiting experienced Man-
agers and Liners to staff
additional teams to travel
Australia. Our staff enjoy
high commissions, daily
spiffs, weekly draw, com-
pany paid transport, and ac-
commodation and reloca-
tion packages. For more in-
formation email your CV or
expression of interest. All
correspondence will be
treated in strict confidence.
Call Tel: 61-755923394.

Email: rob.hewison@
holidayclubpacific.com

ACCOUNTING
Manager. Rolly Tasker Sails
Thailand Co Ltd requires the
services of an Accounting
Manager. Requirements:
Bachelor's degree in account-
ing. Minimum 3 years’ experi-
ence in manufacturing busi-
ness is preferable. Strong in
communication and co-ordina-
tion functions. Experience in
QuickBooks is an advantage.
Management capacity. Good
spoken and written English.
Self-motivated and proactive.
Ability to work under pressure.
Full time 8 am to 5 pm Monday-
Saturday. Applications to the
manager by mail/email/fax
should include CV, recent
photo and references. Con-
tact for more information. Tel:
076-223893. Email: rolly@
phuket.ksc. co.th  Website at:
www.rollytasker.com

Gazette Classads – 10,000 readers a day!

SALES &
MARKETING

position available for mature
male in busy marine chandlery
in Boat Lagoon. Thai national,
must speak fluent  English,
have sales experience, be
outgoing and energetic. A
knowledge of boats useful.
Call Tel: 081-8913067.

CHEF, ASSIST CHEF,
waitresses. New grill &
steakhouse opening April 1 in
Rawai, needs a chef and assis-
tant chef who can cook West-
ern food. Even farang chefs
are welcome, work permit can
be arranged for the right per-
son. Also need 2 waitresses.
Contact for more details. Tel:
089-8093566. Email:
lennartviberg@hotmail.com

ASSISTANT MANAGER
Marine company, good English
skills, strong personality,
driver’s license, good organiza-
tional skills. Please contact for
more information. Tel: 086-
6903196. Email: rotapi@
hotmail.com

COOK WANTED
Small restaurant in Karon
needs a female cook urgently.
Please contact for more info.
Tel: 081-8914019. Email:
tkoschig2000@hotmail.com

QSI INTERNATIONAL
School. An American-style
school, has the following an-
ticipated vacancy for the
2007/08 school year (search
re-opened): Elementary class-
room teacher. Successful can-
didate will be a native English
speaker, have at least a
bachelor’s degree and hold ap-
propriate certification. Letters
of interest may be emailed to:
alansiporin@qsi.org. Please
include your resume and refer-
ences and be prepared to pro-
duce degree and certification
documents.

SECRETARY/ACCT
Knowledge of English and ac-
counting needed. Office job in
Rawai. Good salary. Contact
Tel: 081-5376866. Email:
info@platinumresidence.com
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Articles
for Sale

ANTIQUE
FURNITURE

Hanuman Antique is closing.
Last days with mega dis-
counts on furniture. Indo-
china, French colonial and
art deco styles. 50 to 70%
off. Open Monday to Friday.
51 Patak Road, Kata.

Please contact

Tel: 087-0820100 (UK)
087-0953010 (Thailand)

LOW INPUT, HIGH
output, automatic carwash
machines for sale. Starting
from 3.9 million baht. Please
contact via email: carwash_
phuket@hotmail.com

FINE CONTEMPORARY
FURNITURE

Get used to quality. Tel: 053-
85 9125, 086-923 8228.
Fax: 053-85 9125. Email:
nanapart@indochine-
decor.com For further details,
please see our website at:
www.indochine-decor.com

Bulletins

BEER BARS
For advice on buying a beer
bar in Phuket call Kevin at
TSBA. Tel: 084-7300190.

FITNESS CENTER
FOR SALE

Gym established for 7 years
in Phuket. Owner retiring.
Tel: 081-8111067.

GUESTHOUSE
for sale with restaurant/bar.
Located opposite main en-
trance to Royal Paradise Hotel.
6 guestrooms with shower,
aircon, TV.  Luxurious, beauti-
ful restaurant with kitchen,
high standard. 14 million baht.
Call Tel: 081-8956587, 081-
8949060, 086-2697093.

ANTIQUE SHOP
FOR LEASE

Dibuk road in Phuket City.
Nice interior decoration,
aircon upstairs & downstairs,
5 rooms. Price for lease: 1.8
million baht. First year no
monthly rental, following
years pay 38,000 baht per
month (9-year contract). Call
Tel: 081-2727795.

LODESTAR DINGHY
with engine. Inflatable Hypalon
rubber boat with 9.8hp
Tohatsu engine. Includes travel
bag, Water Sky and 2-person
banana. All only 3 months old.
Tel: 076-289691, 085-798
8231. Email: c9000@gmx.de

JOBE WAKEBOARD
In as-new condition with no
dings. Multifit, flexible boots.
Padded top-quality travel bag.
Priced for quick sale at
13,000 baht. Tel: 087-
0663514.

REDFIN SURFBOARD
Australian-made 7'6" hybird in
as-new condition with no
dings. Top quality, padded
travel bag. Great for Phuket
waves. Priced for quick sale
at 13,000 baht. Also Manta
boogie board in excellent con-
dition. Pro-board from Austra-
lia. 8,000 baht. Tel: 087-
0663514.

Business
Opportunities

KATA BEACH
New guesthouse for sale or
rent. Call for info and appoint-
ment. Tel: 081-8948446.

BAR & RESTAURANT
IN PHUKET CITY

Lounge/bar/pool near Royal
Phuket City Hotel. 80sqm, 2
floors, fully equipped, aircon,
sound system, plasma TV,
nice decoration. 4-year
lease, 5 years more possible.
1.9 million baht + rent. Call
Tel: 081-7288087.

NANAI BEAUTY SHOP
for sale. Only 120,000 baht.
Suitable for other uses. New
aircon, glass frontage, etc.
Please call Khun Orn at 081-
3974957.

RESTAURANT & BAR
Nanai road, most popular res-
taurant is for sale due to relo-
cation overseas. Annual turn-
over of 3 million baht, selling at
3 million baht negotiable. For
more info call Mark. Tel: 081-
7411963.

CONSTRUCTION
company needs partner. We
need a partner to expand our
company. Required Capital is
6 million baht for 50% of the
shares. For more information
please contact us via email in
English, German or Thai.
Email: fliege37@hotmail.com

PUB/BAR/DANCING
for 250 people. Fully finished.
3.5 million baht. Tel: 076-
388623.

EXCURSIONS
company for sale. Including 1
speed boat in stunning condi-
tion, sales office and crew.
Fully operational, well-estab-
lished and profitable. Owners
need to relocate. Urgent sale.
Tel: 076-292265, 086-
0043008. Email: info@
ayudhya.net For further de-
tails, please see our website at
www.ayudhya.net/english/
business/index.php

DISCOTHEQUE
for sale. Soi Bangla, Patong
beach. Fully equipped, ready
to run. Further details by ap-
pointment. Call Tel: 076-
292265, 084-0535780.
Email: info@ayudhya.net

RESTAURANT/BAR
on Nanai Rd. Best location on
this street. Fully equipped, pool
table and big screen TV. Only
500,000 baht. If interested I
can send some pictures. Call
Tel: 087-1133043. Email:
barneywest@hotmail.com

NEWLY
RENOVATED

office space for rent. In-
cludes: furniture, aircon,
ADSL, telephone and fax.
From 5,000 baht per month.
Chao Fa Rd area. Call Tel:
085-7954768 (English),
081-8929960 (Thai).

GUESTHOUSE
with bar and restaurant in
Patong. 5 rooms for rent. Has
manager, aircon, storeroom.
Rent: 40,000 baht/month.
Purchase for 700,000 baht,
200,000 baht deposit. Call
Tel: 089-8227921.

RAWAI
RESTAURANT

Very popular, on main road,
48 seats, aircon inside. Good
history. 7,500 baht per
month. 2.6 million baht. Be
quick. Call Tel: 083-
3905430.

RESTAURANT/BAR
for sale in Rawai. Fully
equipped, good location. Call
for details. Tel: 081-0520160.

INVESTORS
WANTED

Profitable franchise looking
to expand in southern Thai-
land. Minimum investment:
1.5 million baht. Please con-
tact for more details. Tel:
084-8412830. Email:
islandmuscle@gmail.com

RESTAURANT
for rent. New restaurant for
rent at 25,000 baht per
month. 1 million baht to buy
all the equipment. 4 floors:
- restaurant on 1st and 2nd
floor
- apartment on 3rd floor
- staff room on 4th floor
Ready to open now! Call or
email for further details. Call
Tel: 081-8915602. Email:
andrea.capucci@gmail.com

BOOK SHOP SALE
Patong OTOP book shop
for sale. Price: 690,000
baht. Tel: 084-1705552.

GUESTHOUSE
Kamala, small guesthouse,
bar, restaurant. 4 rooms
and small apartment, beau-
tiful terrace, very clean. 1
minute to beach. Wifi. 5-
year lease. 900,000 baht.
K.Bob. Tel: 087-2661851.

GUESTHOUSE
for sale. Near Sheraton Krabi.
By owner. Tel: 081-3703109,
086-7431586.

BABY COT
Teak-finish wooden baby
cot in very good condition.
2,500 baht.

Tel: 076-396639,
085-0620688.

For more info email:
rtmeakin@samart.co.th

KAMALA REST/BAR
New, for rent. Main road. Fa-
mous pizza. Fully fitted and
ready to open. Lease 5 years,
6,000 baht per month. Key
money 400,000. Please call
for more details. Tel: 086-
2878966.

QUALITY WEB
HOSTING

5,000 baht per year.
• Low price, high speed
• Take care of you with our
best service
• Server stability
• 100% uptime
• Lowest domain pricing
for .com/.org/.net/.biz
• Free parking page
• Spam & virus protection
• Webmail

Tel: 076-528737.
Please see our website at

www.
WideDiscovery.com

CHIROPRACTOR
Dr Richard Cracknell. Call
Tel: 076-330889. Please
see our website at www.
chiropractic-phuket.com

TITLE SEARCH
Protect your investment.
Check the land title before
you buy. We offer full legal
services including purchase
agreement, lease and land
registration. Free consulta-
tion. Tel: 076-345277.
www.siam-legal.com/land

LIFESTYLE FOR SALE
www.homebarphuket.com
Live your dream in style.
Levels 1 & 2: bar/lounge; lev-
els 3 & 4: accommodation.
2.6 million baht + rent. Please
call Tel: 087-8817600.

STUDIOS IN PATONG
Studios with small kitchenette
for rent in Soi Nanai 2. Low
season offer of 12,500 baht a
month, all included. Call Tel:
081-5362954. Email for info:
petro@phuket.ksc.co.th

GUESTHOUSE
Patong. 16 rooms, newly reno-
vated. Internet, cable TV,
aircon, bar. 3 minutes to beach,
busy location, 6-year lease.
4.6 million baht. Contact Keith
at Tel: 087-0211763. Email:
keithhbrice@hotmail.com

BUSINESS COMPLEX
Top location! Very low rent!
13-year contract. Two shops in
high foot-traffic area. 5 rooms
on the second floor. No bro-
kers. Tel: 086-5888383 (Thai),
081-0820039 (English). Email:
sumalee1955@yahoo.com

VISA & LEGAL
SERVICES

Company registration 2,229
baht;
one-year visa 5,999 baht;
retirement visa 5,999 baht;
work permit 5,999 baht;
UK & US visa 16,999 baht.
No more visa runs – get a
one-year visa for only 5,999
baht.
Establish your Thai company
today, buy land or start your
business for only 2,229 baht!
Property title search, sales
contract and land registra-
tion.
Thailand’s largest legal ser-
vice network. Always low
prices by our licensed Thai
lawyers.
Please contact for further
information. Tel: 076-345-
277. Email: info@siam-
legal.com

www.siam-legal.com

Business
Products &

Service

NO 1 VISA &
ACCOUNTING

Best prices & service! Visa
service for Thai and foreign-
ers, company registration
and work permit. Tel: 076-
280447, 087-2650595.
For more information email:
phuket@no1visa.com

POINT OF SALE
HARDWARE

Includes 3M touch screen,
automatic till, receipt printer,
price-display monitor, bar-
code scanner, QuickBooks
and point-of-sale software (as
used in McDonald's). New:
120,000 baht, will accept
60,000 baht. Tel: 081-080-
1170. Email: billylawrence
1955@yahoo.com

OSTEOPATH

UK-trained. Call Tel: 076-
388524, 081-6072343.
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BOUNCY CASTLE

for hire. Healthy fun for kids.
Great rates. Tel: 081-891-
8689, 081-6765363.

Computers

Miscellaneous
for Sale

TRAIN TICKETS TO

KHON KAEN

Two first-class sleeper cabin
tickets to Khon Kaen on
April 9, departing Bangkok
8:45pm. 2,200 baht for the
pair. All trains for Khon Kaen
are fully booked now so be
quick. Call and ask for John
Tel: 081-0815952. Email:
messagejohn@hotmail.com

GREAT WEB DOMAIN

for sale. Very attractive do-
main names for sale, never
been online. We are back in
Europe and do not need them
anymore. Large range of pos-
sibilities with these two
names. €2,000 each. Tel:
+32-476954944. Email:
info@oceanvizion.com For
further details, please see our
website at www.asianscuba.
com & www.aquasiam.com

HAIR SALON

equipment. 2 stations, each
with mirror and granite table.
2 haircut chairs, 2 hair-wash-
ing chairs, hair dryer, face
treatment machine and hair
coloring products. 3 months
old. Tel: 085-789 5701. Email:
chanisara.guesthouse@
gmail.com

Personal
Services

ELITE PERSONAL

TRAINERS

Looking for serious clients.
Results guaranteed.
*Rehabilitation
*Weight Loss
*Body Sculpting
*Nutritional Advice
Contact us for further infor-
mation and details at Tel:
076-282349. Email:
islandmuscle@gmail.com

Personals

BACKGAMMON

Retired Businessman looking
for Backgammon Players on
Phuket Island. Call Tel: 081-
5778443.

MAID WANTED

English family needs a nanny
who can speak English. Tel:
076-341151. Fax: 076-34
1151. Email: Thai_model2003
@yahoo.com

SPANISH LESSONS

Experienced native Spanish
speaker offering Spanish and
English lessons in your home.
Tel: 083-3911054.

ENGLISH & ITALIAN

classes. Based in Phuket City.
native-speaker teachers,
master’s degrees and TEFL
certificates. 15 years' teach-
ing experience in European
and Thai schools. Tel: 076-
211099, 081-2716990.

SINGLE EUROPEAN

Educated, gentle, nice looks.
Looking for something ro-
mantic on a more or less seri-
ous basis. Contact via email:
ackroydee@yahoo.com

BORED?

Like shopping and coffee? Any
ladies out there? I need a gos-
sip buddy. My man’s out all
day and I'm bored. Guys,
please contact with email at:
icenamkeng@hotmail.com

CUTE FRIEND

Smart and attractive guy
would like to make friends
with a cute lady. Email:
toby20g@yahoo.com

FREE KITTENS

in Kamala. All colors, male and
female. Mother gentle, clean,
friendly. Tel: 083-3913480.

SEEKING MS RIGHT

Sincere Westerner with good
qualities and healthy lifestyle
seeks a sensitive and pretty
lady. Contact via email:
merlin_upm@yahoo.com

DECENT GENUINE

guy. Hoping to meet an honest
and respectable girl who has a
great smile, a cool brain and a
warm heart. If you like nature,
music, movies, concerts,
travel, fishing, swimming, ro-
mantic dinners and cooking
simply at home... it could be
that we would enjoy doing all
this together? Am I your "Per-
fect Match"? I don't know.
You can find out by replying
now. No Bangla Road replies
please. Please contact via
email: warwick_isherwood
@yahool.com.au

Pets

MINIATURE RABBIT

needs home. Rabbit lovers, I
am leaving the island in three
days and have a small, 3-
month-old miniature rabbit
(with cage) that could use a
good home. No charge, just
come to Chalong and pick it up.
Rabbit is white with a few
small dark spots. Tel: 087-280
3907. Email: mikewilliams100
@hotmail.com

TWO DOGS

for a good home. Mixed breed
siblings. "Turre" (male) and
"Murre" (female), 1.5 years
old, are looking for a good, lov-
ing home. A temporary home
(for about 3 months) is also an
option. Tel: 089-8686602.
Email: kalaine@suomi24.fi

Gazette Online Classifieds
10,000 readers every day!
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Saloon Cars

TOYOTA STARLET 88
Economical runabout. Good
chance to upgrade from mo-
torbike. 75,000 baht. Tel:
089-8682563.

For more info please call us at

Tel: 076-224632, 216243

www.suremotor.com

Phuket’s Most Trusted &

Reputable Supplier of the Finest

Quality Used SALOONS,

SEDANS, JEEPS & PICKUPS

New cars or trade-ins –
we have what you’re

looking for

FORD PROBE 1997
FOR SALE

Good condition, import car.
Price: 350,000 baht. Red
sports car. Call Tel: 089-
8742960. Email for info:
pwarunee@hotmail.com

HONDA CITY

1999, 1500cc. 110,000km,
manual gears, looks new,
must be seen. Price: 260,000
baht. Tel: 087-2709093.
Email: s.anut@hotmail.com

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_| (heading)

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

Please use this form to write your classified advertisement.

Then hand it to any of our agents.

Classified ads are charged per line. Each line is 95 baht,
with a minimum of 4 lines (heading included) per ad.

All advertising must be paid for in advance.

Deadline for Wheels & Motors page: Saturday 12 noon.

Wheelsheelsheelsheelsheels & Motorsotorsotorsotorsotors
Advertisements

Need wheels? Check out www.phuketgazette.net

Pickups

4 x 4s

TOYOTA SUPRA
Maybe one of the best
Toyota Supras in Thailand is
up for sale at offers over
2.55 million baht. Please con-
tact for full details. Tel: 076-
240042 or 081-8911635.
Email: ndwilliams@chevron
.com For further details,
please see our website at:
http://rcweb.net/forums/
showthread.php?t=289199
&goto=newpost

SMALL MAZDA
TRUCK

1993, sporty version of
Familia. Clean engine and
body. 90,000 baht. Tel:
089-8682563.

ISUZU D-MAX CAB4

2003, 160,000km, perfect
condition, good runner, 3.0l,
auto gears, only one owner.
Price: 540,000 baht. Tel:
087-2709093. Info at email:
s.anut@hotmail.com

ISUZU PICK UP
3.0 i-TEQ, 5 gear, 4 x 4,
Navy, 2005, 4 doors, ABS,
airbags, wheels, 75.000
km black, MP3. Only:
270,000 Baht. 24 x 13,541
baht finance. Tel: 081-
9797473. Contact email:
privated@loxinfo.co.th

FORD ESCAPE
2003, black, 45,000km. Excel-
lent condition, full service his-
tory. 750,000 baht ono. Email:
mike@mikepearson.net

ISUZU CAB4, 4WD

2001, 56,000km, manual
gears, 3.0l, good condi-
tion. Price: 470,000 baht.
Tel: 087-2709093. Email:
s.anut@hotmail.com

TOYOTA VIGO
4X4 G

First hand, 03/2006,
13,000km, silver, auto-
matic. Full insurance for 1
year. 690,000 baht (no bar-
gaining). Tel: 087-0820100.

NISSAN NV FOR SALE
June 2004. 63,000km, manual
transmission. Silver color.
250,000 baht. Please contact
for more information. Tel: 081-
9785058.

HONDA DREAM
Green book, all papers, electric,
reliable. 15,000 baht. Email:
th246810@hotmail.com

HONDA SONIC 125CC
Well looked after, reliable and
fast. 20,000 baht. Call for
test ride! Tel: 085-7920093.
Email: cespouy@hotmail.com

YAMAHA VIRAGO
New tires and chrome,
resprayed. 35,000 baht. Tel:
084-0580800, 081-2949232.

YAMAHA FAZER

As new, 2004, 1,000cc,
only  10,700km. 295,000
baht. Tel: 081-5370331.
For information email:
phuket@cbre.co.th

HONDA VTX 1,800
2002 BIKE

Beautiful condition, only
17,000km from new, in
original metallic red paint
work. Has green registration
book. Only 495,000 baht.
Call K. Santi at Tel: 076-
217511, 081-9795680.
Fax: 076-217014. Big Twin
Phuket. Email: phil@codem
productions.com

SUZUKI SV 650

V-twin sportbike, 38,000km,
foreign owner, green book,
mint condition. 120,000
baht.Tel: 084-4404620.
Email: a.mild@hotmail.com

Rentals

Motorbikes

A1 CAR RENTAL

Cars, trucks, jeeps – fully in-
sured for rental. Best prices
for long-term rental: 12,000
to 20,000 baht a month. Call
Tel: 089-8314703.  For fur-
ther information and details
please email: a1carrent
@myway.com

CAR FOR RENT
Nissan NV Deluxe auto. Perfect
condition. Full Insurance. Low
monthly price for A1 Renter.
Tel: 081-8922824. Email:
makocraft@hotmail.com

NEW TRUCK FOR RENT
Chevrolet Colorado C-cab.
Cheapest rental on the is-
land, full insurance. Price:
15,000 baht a month. Tel:
081-7472033.

HONDA WAVE:
B2,400 per month. 680 baht
per week. Good condition,
discount for long term. Tel:
076-288542, 086-6837162.
Email: somthawin_pw@
hotmail.com

NEW VIOS FOR
RENT

Many types of cars for long-
term rent. Prices start from
10,000 to18,000 baht per
month. Tel: 081-6078567.
Email: suksavat@hotmail.com

P.M.P. CAR RENT
and taxi service. Toyota
Wish, Camry, Vios, Yaris
and Honda Jazz for rent.
Short term or long term.
Minibus for tour, taxi ser-
vice. Call for more details.
Tel: 087-2646808, 083-
1743880.

AUDI A4 FOR SALE
1.8l, automatic, 1997. Dark
green metallic with beige
leather interior and 17" wheels
with new tires. Beautiful car,
only 6 on the island. 340,000
baht. Tel: 085-1191891. Email:
c_commie@yahoo.com

MITSUBISHI EVO
VIII MR. White on white, Momo
wheels, 2.5 years old, main-
tained by Mitsubishi Ralliart
Thailand. 1.75 million baht.
Please contact for more infor-
mation. Tel: 085-119 1891 or
email: c_commie@yahoo.com

JAZZ COOL 2005

VTEC, 22,000km, 530,000
baht or 250,000 baht and
bank payments of 9,300
baht. Contact for more infor-
mation. Tel: 084-8516121.

HONDA CITY IDSL
1 careful lady owner, bronze,
2004. 50,000km, full options.
480,000 baht. Call for more
details. Tel: 086-2825107.

ISUZU D-MAX FULL
OPTIONS+++

2004, D-Max, 3.0TD, manual
gear box, full service history.
2 owners, 54,000km, over
150,000 baht in extras, mint
condition, must be seen.
520,000 baht. Call for more
details. Tel: 084-8507170.
Email: rooke_simon@
hotmail.com

FORD RANGER XLS
Turbo, open cab. Year: 2006.
Price 395,000 baht. Call Tel:
086-1542255.

NISSAN FRONTIER AXL
2006, only 2 months old,
7,000km, all leather trim.
Price: 475,000 baht. Call Tel:
084-4413633.

TOYOTA FORTUNER
2005, 2.7l VVTI, silver metal-
lic, 40,000km, like new, 1 year
warranty left. 890,000 baht.
Call Tel: 081-9701070.

TRITON MEGA CAB
2006, blue, 2WD, 17,000km,
CD, rust-proofed. 150,000
baht and take over finance
payments of 7,883 baht
monthly. Tel: 085-7959105.

KIA SPORTAGE 4WD
1997. Full service in Decem-
ber. Owner for 5 years, going
back to Europe. 295,000 baht
to include full comprehensive
insurance. Please contact for
more information. Tel: 089-
9723861, 081-7378662.
Email: ba@kiwibrian.com

FORD ESCAPE
Year 2003, low kilometers, 1
owner, immaculate condition,
beige leather interior, original
condition, dark green metallic.
790,000 baht or best offer.
Tel: 081-8913067.

2007 TOYOTA YARIS
White Yaris for rent. Auto-
matic, aircon, ABS, airbag,
CD, MP3, tinted windows.
18,000 baht per month for
6-month minimum. Tel: 089-
9733276. Email: may@
patongbeachthailand.com

JAZZ FOR RENT
2006 model. Cool model.
Please contact for more infor-
mation. Tel: 084-8516121.

JEEP FOR SALE

Same as original Renegade
reconditioned for 85,000
baht (receipts available). New
vital parts, body work and
paint. 130,000 baht or best
offer. Tel: 086-2666350.



56 P H U K E T  G A Z E T T E April 7 - 13, 2007


	April 7, 2007
	Front Page:
	News:
	Inside Story:
	Andaman Coasting:
	Around the South:
	Around the Nation:
	People:
	Lifestyle:
	Governor's Letter: 
	Business and money:
	Sports:
	Property:
	Construction Update:
	Decor:
	Gardening:
	Property Watch:

	Queer news:
	Around the Island:
	Tsownings:
	Larger than Life:
	Happenings:
	Ambrosia's Secrets:
	Tales of the Traveler:
	After Dark:
	Take a Break:
	Books:
	Diary:
	Editorial:
	Letters:
	Horoscopes:
	Gray Area:
	Computers:
	Classifieds:



