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PLUS

Beaches hit by
ugly ‘red tide’

BLOOMING BAY: Red algae has been seen at many beaches in
Phuket, including Patong (above), but scientists report that it is
normal growth and does not contain harmful toxins. Swimmers with
sensative skin, however, should be careful as rashes can develop.

PHUKET: Many of the island’s
beaches are experiencing algal
blooms that are causing murky
conditions commonly called “red
tides”, but marine biologists say
the situation is not dangerous and
sea conditions are expected to
return to normal soon.

Suree Satapoomin, a re-
searcher at the Phuket Marine
Biological Center, told the Ga-
zette that the blooms were first
detected on west coast beaches,
with the most common microbe
detected being Ceratium furca.
one of the 2,000 known species
of Dinoflagellata.

Usually considered plants,
Dinoflagellata are unique in that
they also assume some animal
characteristics, such as preying
on smaller organisms for food.

Water samples containing
Ceratium furca were taken from
Koh Hei in mid-February. The
microbe was subsequently found
in samples taken at Kata, Kalim,
Patong, Nai Yang and Kata Noi
beaches, where poor water qual-
ity led researchers to suspect its
presence.

K. Suree said that although
algal blooms are common in
Phuket this time of year, they
usually dissipate in about a
week. The blooms this year
have already lasted longer than
normal.

Samples taken have not
revealed any dangerous accumu-
lations of toxins sometimes as-
sociated with red tide, but K.
Suree warned people with sen-
sitive skin or allergies to take pre-
cautions as exposure can cause
itchiness or a rash.

The blooms are the result
of strong sunshine and relatively

calm sea conditions, coupled with
high levels of phosphorus and ni-
trogen in the water, both the re-
sult of “human activities”, she
said.

Divers descending greater
than 10 meters are advised to
wear insulating wet suits, as wa-
ter temperatures at depth are
unusually low at the moment, she
said.

As cold water tends to har-
bor more nutrients, this factor
might be fueling the algal bloom
in shallow areas, she suggested.

The algal blooms are ex-
pected to dissipate soon, with
conditions at Nai Yang and Koh
Hei already back to normal, she
said.

Blooms of Ceratium furca

along Thailand’s gulf coast are
common because beaches there
are flushed only by one tide daily,
compared with two tides on
Phuket beaches, she said.

Results released by the
PMBC also revealed the return
of the bright Enteromorpha in
Patong Bay in January and Feb-
ruary, along with concentrations
of the diatom Chaetoceros of
about 5 million cells per liter of
water.

Enteromorpha is the bright
green seaweed that has been
found in Patong in years past. Its
growth in the bay was partly at-
tributed to Patong Bay contain-
ing high levels of nitrogen and
phosphorous, two main constitu-
ents of human waste.

PHUKET: The one-way traffic
system in Patong will stay after
the 90-day trial period is over, the
Superintendent of Kathu District
Police Station told the Gazette.

Col Teeraphol Thipjareon
said the system would definitely
remain in place, though with im-
provements to meet the demands
of people in Patong. To this end,
a survey will be carried out to
gauge public opinion and collect
suggestions, he added.

The survey will be orga-
nized by the Phuket Tourist As-
sociation with the help of staff
and students from Prince of
Songkla University, Phuket Cam-
pus (PSU).

PTA Deputy Chairman
Sarayuth Mallam told the Ga-
zette, “We have recruited aca-
demics from PSU to create the
survey questions and produce
1,000 copies of the forms. Stu-
dents will then distribute the
forms to people in Patong, includ-
ing Kathu District Police, Patong
Municipality officers, hotels,
drivers, local businessmen in
Patong as well as some people
in Phuket City.”

As the forms will be in Thai
language, PSU students will in-
terview foreign tourists in English
to get their views on the issue.

“We will ask if people think
the new system has increased or
decreased road safety. There will
be a space on the form where
people can submit their own
ideas and suggestions,” he said.

“When all the forms have
been collected, the academics
will analyze the results and write
conclusions. We expect this to be
ready by the end of the month. A
meeting will then be held by
Kathu District Police to an-
nounce and discuss the results,”
K. Sarayuth said.
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ESPN stars to play charity golf tourney
CHERNG TALAY: A host of ESPN STAR
Sports football broadcasters will visit Phuket
March 23 to 25 in a fundraising drive for the
Life Home Project.

The lineup of familiar faces includes
Andy Penders, PJ Roberts and Sharkee Tan
of Football Crazy; John Dykes of Football
Focus; Andrew Leci of Here We Go; former
Birmingham City player Paul Masefield;
former player and commentator Shebby Sing;
former Hong Kong Rangers footballer Derek
Currie; pundit Jamie Reeves; and and live
English Premier League match commenta-
tor Charlie Webster.

On March 24 the celebrities will join
donors in a golf tournament, and each ce-
lebrity will join a different team for the quiz
game in the evening.

‘Ko Noi’ gunman
nabbed at wedding
PHUKET: Almost a year after
well-known Phuket businessman
Preecha “Ko Noi” Kraitas was
gunned down in Rawai, police in
Petchaburi arrested the alleged
gunman at a wedding reception
on March 9.

Lt Col Somyot Chimplee of
Petchaburi Provincial Police told
the Gazette that Petchaburi na-
tive Samrerng Klaising was ar-
rested as he stood in a wedding
reception line waiting to wish
good luck to the newlyweds.

The bride was an ex-girl-
friend of the suspect, he said.

“We got a phone call from
Crime Suppression Division in-
forming us that Samreng was at
the wedding, which was held be-
hind Wat Khao Takrao in Petcha-
buri’s Baan Laem District.

“In undercover clothing,
myself and other officers rushed
to the wedding. There we found
the suspect, who was looking
nervous as he stood in the recep-
tion line.

“Pretending to be guests,
we walked up to him. When he

sensed something was wrong, he
went for his gun, but it was too
late, because another officer had
locked up his arms from behind
just in the nick of time.

“All this happened with over
a hundred wedding guests watch-
ing,” said Col Somyot.

A search of the suspect
found a 9mm pistol and 15 rounds
of ammunition.

“We arrested him about
11:30 am and drove him down to
Chalong Police Station that
evening. I heard that his bail re-
quest to Phuket Provincial Court
was denied,” said Col Somyot.

“However, we have al-
ready notified Phuket Police and
Phuket Provincial Court asking
for him to be transferred back to
Baan Laem Police Station if he
is granted bail in the future.

“He is still wanted by po-
lice there for carrying a gun in
public,” he added.

Samrerng denied charges of
conspiracy to murder and carry-
ing an unlicensed firearm, though
he did admit that he had driven to
Phuket and was in the province
at the time of the murder.

“He has never before been
charged with murder, though he
was arrested in Petchaburi about
a year ago for carrying a firearm
without having a license on his
person.

“He was later released af-
ter he paid the fine,” Col Somyot
added.

Samrerng was named by
Phuket Police as the man who
opened fire on K. Preecha as he
was driving his Jeep Cherokee
along Wiset Rd with his wife and
nine-year-old son.

K. Preecha, who owned
Fisherman’s Way housing estate
and Phuket Shooting Range in
Rawai, was hit twice in the head
with 9mm bullets and later died
in hospital.

His wife and son survived
the attack.

Two other suspects, Pol
Capt Wanchana Polpalangkul and
Pol Sgt Pongsak Kosiratanapibal,
both formerly attached to the
Phuket’s elite Special Operations
Unit, were suspended from duty
because of their alleged involve-
ment in the murder and were re-
leased on bail pending trial.

Wanchana is accused of
organizing the killing, while
Pongsak is accused of identify-
ing K. Preecha for Samrerng. A
fourth man, alleged to be Sam-
rerng’s driver, remains at large.

PHUKET: Twenty-five people
were arrested for possession of
unlicensed firearms from Febru-
ary 1 to 28, compared with 10 ar-
rests during the same period in
January, according to the latest
crime statistics released by
Phuket Provincial Police.

Gambling again drew the
most arrests with 260 people
charged.

Fifty-seven people were ar-
rested for drug-related cases.
Cases involving ya bah (meth-
amphetamine) totaled 31, with 25
arrests made and 593.5 pills
seized.

Fifteen people were ar-
rested for sniffing glue or paint
thinners, 11 for possession of
marijuana with 737.46 grams
seized, and three for possession
of Ecstasy.

Four arrests involved
krathom, with 102 leaves and
one bottle of krathom-based in-
toxicant confiscated by police.

Eighty-six cases of theft
were reported, including 12 sto-
len motorcycles and three cars.
Arrests were made in 39 cases.

Four murders were re-
ported, with arrests made for
three of them. Eight arrests were
made in the five cases of at-
tempted murder reported.

There were 12 reports of
assault with arrests made in eight
of those cases.

Two rapes were reported
with arrests made in both cases.

Arrests for
illegal firearms
on the rise

MAI KHAO: The Treasury De-
partment has signed an agree-
ment with the Phuket Sports and
Recreation Development (SRD)
Office allowing 238 rai of gov-
ernment land in Mai Khao to be
used for a sports training com-
plex costing 1.4 billion baht.

The first phase of the
project includes an administration
building, a sport science center, a
dormitory and a car park.

Work is expected to begin
next year under a 15-million-baht
budget from the Ministry of Tour-
ism and Sports.

The Phuket office of the
Sports Authority of Thailand
(SAT) is currently drawing up a
budget proposal. Other sports fa-
cilities, including gymnasiums and
outdoor sports fields, will be built
with funding from the SAT.

Additional funding is ex-
pected to come from the private
sector.

In a proposal submitted
January 2006, the Phuket SRD
Office intended the sports com-
plex to include an indoor stadium
for basketball, volleyball, badmin-
ton and martial arts; outdoor ten-
nis and basketball courts; outdoor
pool with spectator seating; shoot-
ing range; facilities for “extreme
sports”; and a boathouse for sail-
ing and water sports.

– Janyaporn Morel

Govt dedicates
238 rai for

sports
complex

PHUKET: The Phuket Provincial
Electricity Authority (PPEA) has
announced a scheduled blackout
in order to continue its work on
high-voltage power lines east of
Phuket City to Koh Sireh on
March 23.

The blackout, which will
occur from 9 am to 5 pm, will
affect the following locations:

Sri Suthat Rd, from Soi
Kheha Chumchon to Pleumsuk
Beach, including Wanich Rd, Soi
Honsaithong, Baan Laem Nga
and Baan Laem Tokkae.

Golf and dinner packages are available
to Laguna Phuket Golf Club members at
5,000 baht per person, or 6,500 baht for non-
members.

The charity dinner and quiz night will
be limited to 100 guests with dinner-only tick-
ets inclusive of wine and beer available at
2,500 baht per person.

Proceeds from the golf tourney and din-
ner will go to the Life Home Project, which
provides support for HIV-positive mothers and
their children by providing a place to live and
training them with skills so they can make a
living.

Tickets are available at the Laguna
Phuket Golf Club pro-shop.

For more information or to book tickets
call 076-324374.

Koh Sireh blackout

Andy Penders will be Phuket to raise

money for the Life Home Project.

By Gazette Staff
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Phuket suffering
water shortages
– ODPM Chief
PHUKET: The Phuket Provincial
Office of Disaster Prevention and
Mitigation (ODPM) has identi-
fied 43 areas in Phuket that are
expected to suffer water short-
ages in upcoming weeks with
some areas already trucking in
emergency water supplies.

Some areas in Thalang are
expected to run dry within days,
said Phuket ODPM Chief Aroon
Kerdsom.

“We know from previous
years where the trouble spots will
be, so we are monitoring these
areas closely and have arranged
with local administrative bodies to
provide both potable and non-po-
table water to people in those ar-
eas,” he said.

The ODPM has already dis-
tributed some 180,000 liters of
water free of charge.

People who run out of wa-
ter should contact their local ad-
ministration organization or dis-
trict office to arrange for water
to be supplied to their homes, he
added.

K. Aroon told the Gazette
that Pa Khlok in Thalang is the
area of greatest concern to offi-

cials. “Thalang District has the
greatest risk. Thirty-three of the
risk areas we identified are lo-
cated there. Many trouble spots
are in coastal areas with limited
groundwater resources,” said K.
Aroon.

He added that shortages
were expected to begin in some
of these areas within days.

Shortages are expected to
be less severe in Kathu and
Muang Districts, both of which
have large areas supplied by mu-
nicipal water piped from Bang
Wad Reservoir in Kathu as well
from tin mine lagoons.

The desalination plant in
Karon is expected to solve
chronic water shortages in Kata-
Karon and boost supplies to wa-
ter-hungry Patong, which suffers
shortages for much of the year.

Koh Sireh was also identi-
fied as a risk area. Rassada
Tambon Administration Organiza-
tion is preparing to deal with
shortages there, K. Aroon said.

In order to establish a mu-
nicipal supply in Thalang, the
Royal Irrigation Department is
building a dam and reservoir at
Bang Niew Dum in Thalang.
Work on the project, designed to

hold 7.2 million cubic meters of
water, is expected to be com-
pleted in May, he added.

Although Thalang is the only
district in Phuket that does not
have provincial government sup-
ply, last year the provincial gov-
ernment spent 66 million baht on
piping water from private tin mine
ponds in Thalang six kilometers
south to a tin mine in Kathu to
supplement a Phuket Provincial
Waterworks Office reserves.

However, there has been no
public outcry from residents who
rely on groundwater supplies
there.

In a typical year, Phuket has
about 2,500 millimeters of rain.
Rainfall is lightest from Decem-
ber to March, which coincides
with the high season for tourism
when demand for water is high-
est.

So far Phuket has been able
to avoid a major drought. In 2005
the downturn in tourism lowered
demand enough to prevent Bang
Wad reservoir from running dry,
while 2006 had an unusually large
amount of rain.

“There is currently enough
water in Bang Wad dam to last
until June,” said K. Aroon.

CHALONG: Col Chalit Kaew-
yarat, Superintendent of Chalong
Police Station, on March 13 con-
firmed that the wife of a Chalong
police officer has been arrested
for allegedly hiring four men to
kill 44-year-old construction con-
tractor Phichai Wanlayapetch,
who was gunned down after
dropping his child off at a
Chalong day care center on Feb-
ruary 26.

Col Chalit declined to name
the officer, but confirmed that the
officer is still on active duty.

“Yes, the person arrested is
the wife of a police officer sta-
tioned at Chalong Police Station,
but I cannot tell you his name

Chalong policeman’s wife
arrested for hiring assassins

because he is not involved in the
murder [investigation].

“He has therefore not been
reprimanded and he is still an ac-
tive officer here,” Col Chalit said.

Chalong Police Station
Duty Inspector Lt Col Chokchai
Sutthimak told the Gazette that
the woman charged is Yupphadee
Thongnin, 45.

“[We believe] the motive for
the killing is that K. Phichai took
an illegal loan from K. Yupphadee
and probably didn’t pay her
back.”

The four men were arrested
within three hours after the kill-
ing, but refused to identify the
person who had hired them to kill

K. Phichai, Col Chokchai said.
A relative of K. Phichai

later informed the police of the
illegal loan from K. Yupphadee,
he added.

“K. Yupphadee denies she
had anything to do with the kill-
ing, but we have charged her with
hiring the suspects to kill K.
Phichai.

“Her case is now with the
Phuket Provincial Court,” said
Col Chokchai.

By Supanun Supawong

CHALONG: The province is
taking steps to evict encroach-
ers from government land off Soi
Songkul, where three homes
were badly damaged last No-
vember in a bombing believed to
have been motivated by a land
rights dispute.

Tawicha Chaithong, who
heads the Phuket Administrative
and Justice Enhancement Group,
said there are three areas of
greatest concern: Klong Mudong
Moo 1 Chalong and Moo 1 Vichit;
the area near Soi Songkul where
the November bombings took
place; and a third area that was
part of a tin mining concession.

The three areas combined
cover about 90 rai.

A new committee chaired
by Phuket Governor Niran Ka-

layanamit will be formed to over-
see the matter.

The panel will issue letters
to 121 houses in those areas, in-
forming residents that they have
just 60 days from the date of the
announcement to submit title
deeds and other documents to
prove their land rights.

After the evidence has been
reviewed, the committee will de-
cide what to do about homes on
government land, K. Tawicha
said.

The process will be made
clearer later on a date yet to be
set, he added.

Residents confident they
can prove land ownership can
submit their documents before
the official announcement, he
said. – Semacote Suganya

PATONG: The champion of Jungceylon’s first Charity Eat-A-Thon,
held from March 9 to 11, is Brazilian Moises Huerta. He downed
two large hamburgers, a personal-size pizza, three donuts, a pitcher
of beer and a bottle of water. The massive meal earned him 10,000
baht in winnings.

The Eat-A-Thon collected about 20,000 baht in donations to
help buy lunches for poor children at Baan Sai Nam Yen School.

The final round had seven competitors. Phuket local Jirawat
Musikkarat was the first to finish, but he was disqualified after
being sick on stage, making room for Mr Huerta to win by finishing
next – and keeping the meal down.

Gov moves to evict
Chalong encroachers

Guts and glory
GORGEOUS: Saowakhon Saetia stuffs in another hamburger during
the Eat-A-Thon final.
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WELL, IT IS PRIVATE...: Hotels near beaches like this in Nai Thon
are finding it hard to fill their rooms in the low season.

Few people have given
more thought to the sea-
sonal nature of Phuket’s
tourism trade than

Phuket Tourist Association
(PTA) Vice-President Panu
Maswongsa, who says that the
growing number of resorts and
guesthouses on the island is short-
ening the “high season” for most
hotel owners.

Despite never-ending cam-
paigns to develop new markets
and offer incentives to entice
more visitors during the low sea-
son, European tourists remain
Phuket’s bread-and-butter mar-
ket – and the bulk of them visit
when it is winter in Europe.

Strenuous efforts to pro-
mote Phuket as a low season
destination in other markets have
not done much to change this, K.
Panu told the Gazette. “In fact,
the high season in Phuket has
become shorter in recent years.
It now lasts only from Decem-
ber until March. We never see
100% occupancy island-wide
now, because the number of
rooms has increased while arrival
figures remain the same,” he said.

Phuket also faces increas-
ing competition during the high
season from other destinations in
the region, including Vietnam and
other destinations here in Thai-
land, he said.

Given existing transport
links, it would be impossible to
keep all of the island’s hotel rooms
full during the low season even if
the demand was there, he noted.

“We need new source mar-
kets for the low season, which is
much longer than the high sea-
son and often sees occupancy
rates drop to as low as 20% to
30%,” he said.

The ability of hotels to at-
tract tourists during low season
depends to a large degree on a
hotel’s marketing strategy – es-
pecially its ability to identify niche
markets and attract tour groups,
he said.

Phuket Governor Niran
Kalayanamit told the Gazette that
this year’s high season has been

Phuket’s high season for tourism opens, with much
fanfare, on November 1 each year. However, there is
no firm date for when the high season ends and the

long low season takes over.

Here the Gazette interviews tourism industry experts
and hotel operators about strategies for dealing with the

low season downturn in business.

a good one, with top-notch events
such as the Johnnie Walker Clas-
sic golf tournament pulling in play-
ers as well as their families,
friends and support teams – and
golf fans.

A group of executives from
Hong Kong’s Dragonair who vis-
ited the island in January told Gov
Niran that demand for direct
flights and charters to Phuket was
high, especially during peak peri-
ods such as Chinese New Year.

“Signs indicate that all is well
in the hotel industry, with some
hotels reporting advance booking
throughout the year. However, we
still need to develop new markets,
which is why I will be attending
the International Tourism Bourse
(ITB) in Berlin,” Gov Niran told
the Gazette before his departure
for the world’s largest tourism
trade show, which this year was
held from March 7 to 11.

ITB will be followed by
“roadshows” later in the year pro-
moting Phuket tourism in locations
the province is hoping to develop
as new sources of low season
tourists, including Romania, the
Czech Republic, Russia and the
Middle East, he added.

However, Gov Niran noted
that the province would never
“take for granted” countries such
as Korea, Sweden, Australia and

Britain, which are, in order, the
greatest source nations of tour-
ists to Phuket.

To see if hotel operators shared
the Governor’s rosy outlook,

the Gazette spoke with Somsi-
rinart Tungkulpanich, a Bangkok
native who manages the Kasa-
long Phuket Resort at Nai Yang
beach.

The 16-room resort, now in
its second year, like most Phuket
hotels offers steep discounts to
keep its rooms filled during the
low season. Rooms advertised at
5,400 baht nightly during high sea-
son peak periods are discounted
to just 2,500 baht during the low
season, K. Somsirinart said.

A road widening project that
spoiled the beach view near the
resort had cost the hotel about
20% of its customers during the
low season, with many guests
moving to resorts in Nai Thon,
she said.

Some guests sent emails
asking about the project when try-
ing to plan out their next trip to
Thailand, she added. “However,
I think the next low season [2008]
will be better than this year,” she
said optimistically.

During this high season, the
hotel reached 100% occupancy
only during the two-week holiday

period straddling Christmas and
New Year, she said.

“But high season occu-
pancy rates are gradually improv-
ing as more people get to know
Nai Yang,” she said.

“We have only 11 employ-
ees, so we cannot ask them to go
on leave during the low season
because we still have some
guests. Being located at Nai Yang
beach, we have to accept low
season occupancy of 30% to 40%

because there aren’t many activi-
ties going on in the area. For the
most part it is just a place to re-
lax,” she said.

“The best thing about Nai
Yang is that tourists can swim at
the beach here year round, but this
fact is not enough to attract many
guests during our quietest months
– September and October – when
it rains all day,” she said.

Another entrepreneur who
toughs it out during the low

season in Nai Yang is 45-year-
old Malee Petcharat, owner of the
Batik Seafood Restaurant, named
as such because it was built to
replace a batik shop she once ran
at the same location until it was
destroyed by the tsunami.

Business is so slow at Nai
Yang in the low season that many
businesses choose to close down,
waiting until November to re-

Hotels barely surviving
the low season slump
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SPOT THE TREND: The total number of tourists passing through Phuket International Airport (PIA) for
fiscal year 2005 and 2006 shows a repeated slump in June and July. The figures for October 2004 to
September 2005 also include the post-tsunami slowdown in tourists. The number of tourists passing
through is determined by adding the departures and embarkments at the airport.

open, she said.
“But we never close in the

low season, even though the num-
ber of customers is halved. Most
of them are European tourists
who want something to do while
they wait for a connecting flight.
That’s because this beach is near
the airport.

“We don’t see a lot of Asian
tourists here. Our income in the
low season period is just barely
enough to cover expenses, but we
never lay off our staff. We also
keep our prices the same, never
increasing them during the high
season,” she added.

“I think this coming low sea-
son will not be too bad for beaches
better known than Nai Yang, but
it will be bad for us. We really suf-
fer here during the low season and
would like the government to do
something to promote the area,
but we don’t know who to ask,”
she said.

At Nai Thon beach, just a

few kilometers south of Nai Yang,
the low season situation is not
much better, hotel owners say.

Choosak Jeasakul, who
owns a “no name” guesthouse on
the beach there, told the Gazette
that December and January were
the only months his nine-room es-
tablishment can turn a good
profit.

With just two employees, the
hotel has rooms available year-
round at rates ranging from 1,000
baht to 2,000 baht a night. Most
of his guests are repeat custom-
ers from Austria, Switzerland,
Germany and other European
countries.

“The main problem is that it
is too dangerous to swim here
except for those two months…
Nai Thon is such a beautiful
beach, but its tourism potential is
limited by this. If you try to swim
here in the monsoon season, it’s
very easy to drown, and this di-
rectly effects our occupancy.”

Like many other guest-
houses in Nai Thon, occupancy is
virtually nil during the low season,
yet the guesthouse remains open.

“During low season we
maintain the rooms. However, it
is a good thing that this is not my
primary business and that I have
owned the land from the begin-
ning and don’t need to pay rent
on it,” he said.

“I heard that the govern-
ment is trying to push low season
tourism to Phuket in places like
Dubai, where the people like rain.
If we can grab this group it might
help Phuket, because there sure
is plenty of rain here for them to
enjoy during our monsoon sea-
son,” he said.

Unlike the sleepy coastline to
the north, Patong draws tour-

ists all year long. Not many re-
sorts there close down com-
pletely for the low season, so with
more than 10,000 guest rooms in

more than 210 registered accom-
modation establishments, compe-
tition for guests is fierce.

Apiyapatara Pimboonyath-
ikarn, receptionist at the 20-unit
Patong Village Suites, said that
throughout most of the low sea-
son only about five rooms are
filled at the resort, with most busi-
ness coming from walk-in guests
taking advantage of special low-
season rates starting at just 800
baht. Rates advertised on their
website are 1,800 baht a night
during the “normal” high season
– and 2,300 baht a night during
the peak holiday period.

“It’s a family business that
has been open for about five or
six years. Sometimes our staff
take leave during the low season,
but we can take care of every-
thing by ourselves,” she said.

In Karon, CS Guest House
Manager Nusara Julapong said
business at the 13-room establish-
ment was so slow last year that
they decided to close. “Room
rates are 700 to 800 baht on av-
erage, which includes air condi-
tioning, hot water and television.
It’s a family business that can be
run by just two people.

“But during low season we
think it’s a waste of time to stay
open if just one or two rooms are
occupied. Most of the guests are
FIT [‘free independent tourists’,
not on group or package tours]
from Scandinavia and England. If
we get no advance bookings this
year we will close again. We will
know by May. Some low season
tourists try to get us to lower rates
to 500 baht a night, but we find it
just isn’t worth the effort at that
price,” she said.

At Anan House in Karon,
where prices for an air-condi-
tioned room drop to 800 baht a
night in the low season from 1,000
baht a night in the high season, a
security guard told the Gazette
that he wasn’t sure if the 53-
room establishment would remain
open during the low season.

In an effort to get a handle
on just how many businesses
were closing for the low season,

the Gazette contacted the Phuket
Provincial Business Development
Office. Veerachai Tantiwatha-
navallop, director of the office,
said that his agency did not keep
figures for how many small- and
medium-sized businesses closed
down for the low season.

K. Veerachai said that his
office only registers business
openings and permanent closures
– not seasonal ones. However, he
doesn’t see a significant rise in
the number of business closings
on the island during low season.
“From what I can see, we don’t
really have a low season. There
are still many tourists coming here
year round,” he said.

Jan Jacobs, who runs the 18-
room Kamala Dreams resort,

told the Gazette about his strat-
egy for pulling in guests during the
low season involves crafty use of
on-line booking services.

“In the off season – or the
green season as the Tourism Au-
thority of Thailand likes to call it
– we small operators really de-
pend on the publicity made by our
big brothers, as our budgets do
not allow for big campaigns.

“But as most of us depend
on Internet booking companies,
such as Asia Web Direct
[Phuket.com and Latestays.com]
and Sawadee.com, we can come
up with special offers anytime
we want. Once we have a direct
contact with the client, we can
start giving discounts to counter-
act the “two weeks for the price
of one” approach used by [some
larger hotel groups].

“Thus, while the big broth-
ers draw attention to Phuket, we
sit and wait, discounting when
needed, and making special of-
fers for late bookers,” he ex-
plained.

Like many hotel operators,
Mr Jacobs tries to find good use
for the extra time he finds him-
self with during the low season
doldrums. “There’s not much else
to do, which gives us plenty of
time to work on our golf handi-
caps,” he said.
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Queer News

Fists of
fury

STAMPS

One of the delights of
having national parks
is that they cover
large areas. So what
better place to go
dump some garbage?
This lot is in the Sirinart National Park at
Nai Yang.

Got a favorite dumping ground? Share

TRASHING

Phuket

Not used to being on the
receiving end of beat-
ings, officers in Lop
Buri’s Baan Pong Dis-

trict Police Station were given a
nasty shock when a speed-crazed
former World Boxing Association
(WBA) flyweight world champi-
on contender stormed into the
station in frenzy in the morning
of March 5.

Police told reporters that Sgt
Maj Ithipol Sawatdee was sitting
at the station’s front desk as nor-
mal when Somchai “Sin Sor
Phlenjit” Sanguanwong burst in
in an agaitated state.

When asked what he want-
ed, Somchai shouted at the un-
fortunate Sergeant Major, com-
paring him to a male sexual or-
gan before suddenly rushing for-
ward and punching him so hard
in the face that he fell off his
chair.

Still not satisfied, Somchai
laid into Sgt Maj Ithipol until he
was left with a fractured arm and
a broken finger. At that point Lt
Col Surin Saengprethum came in
to see what the kerfuffle was all
about.

Somchai quickly turned his
wrath toward the colonel and
began punching him in the face
until he went down.

Recovering from the initial

shock of anyone daring to enter
the lions’ den, 10 officers charged
Somchai and managed to subdue
him and throw him in a cell.

When Somchai had calmed
down a little, police got a urine
sample from him to test for the
presence of drugs.

Sure enough, the sample
turned purple, showing a positive
result. Police believe that Som-
chai had been taking ya bah
(methamphtamine).

Police said that earlier in the
day, Somchai had beaten up
Yupha Sanguanwong, 61, his own
mother, until she had blood com-
ing out of her ears and her face
was covered in bruises.

From their investigations,
police learned that Somchai had
previously been a professional
Thai and Queensbury rules box-
er but had to stop fighting after
becoming addicted to ya bah.

After leaving the ring, he
became an air conditioner me-
chanic.

Police charged Somchai
with grievous bodily harm on a
government officer carrying out
his duty.

Baan Pong Police did not
reveal why they thought Somchai
had decided to launch his single-
handed raid on their station.

Source: Khao Sod

Thailand Post will launch its Red Cross 2007
stamp on March 29. One million copies of
the three-baht, 45-by-27-millimeter stamp

will be printed.
The stamp depicts the Mahidol Memorial

Building. In 1950, HM King Bhumibol Adulyadej
dedicated the Mahidol Memorial Building for
research and production of the BCG vaccine to
protect against tuberculosis.

The chapter of the Thai Red Cross at the
Mahidol Memorial Building also receives support

Thailand Post to launch
2007 Red Cross stamp

from the World Health Organization and the Dan-
ish government for planning, training and produc-
tion equipment.

it with other readers by emailing a picture
and short description to dump@phuket
gazette.net
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Call for more volunteers
to join police on Samui

F R O M  T H E
GULF OF

THAILAND
By Barry Singleton FOREIGNERS

WELCOME:
Tourist police
box in Chaweng.The Tourist Police hope

to increase the number
of foreign volunteer of-
ficers on Koh Samui fol-

lowing the success of the initial
volunteer program.

Foreign police volunteers on
Samui are checked through their
embassy before embarking on a
four-day training program. Even
though they work for no pay and
must buy their own equipment, the
response from the local expatri-
ate community has been strong
and there are now both men and
women volunteers helping police
in all the busy tourist centers.

A special Tourist Police box
in Chaweng recently extended its
opening hours due to high de-
mand. The volunteers working
there are mainly called upon to
help with minor problems, such
as disputes with taxi drivers and
car hire firms or cases of petty
theft.

Tourists on Samui have re-
acted positively to the scheme,
and seem happy to have foreign
security personnel who can speak
their language and understand the
local system. Some people, how-
ever, feel the police are using
volunteers to improve their image
instead of investing the necessary
resources to train more Thai po-
lice officers.

Effective cleanup: The Koh
Samui authorities are planning to
combat pollution on the island by
producing Effective Micro-Or-
ganisms (EM) using organic
waste such as branches, leaves,
crop waste, fruit and food scraps.

EM are microbial popula-
tions known to counteract the
damaging bacteria found in
wastewater and other pollution
produced by private houses, busi-

nesses and local industries. EM
can be applied in a range of set-
tings to treat dirty water, deodor-
ize bad smells emanating from
drains, clean toilet tanks and even
remove dirt from swimming
pools.

Pimporn Thongsuk, the
Deputy Mayor of Koh Samui
Municipality, recently accepted a
donation of 100 special water
tanks for EM production on the
island. The tanks have a capac-
ity of 120 liters each and were
provided by the local Tesco-Lo-
tus supermarket.

It is hoped that the new
policy will have a positive effect
on the island’s rapidly depreciat-
ing environment. Samui burns
about 140 tons of waste per day
in an incinerator, but as the
amount of trash increases, new
methods of dealing with pollution
are desperately needed.

The new project will also
involve passing knowledge and

equipment for EM production to
island residents and businesses,
thereby encouraging local people
to become involved and to apply
EM to their own waste.

Dane ‘escapes assault’: Koh
Samui’s District Court is to hear
the case of a 22-year-old Danish
woman who claims she narrowly
escaped sexual assault when a
Thai man she met in Chaweng
followed her home.

The woman told police that
she met and chatted with a young
Thai man in a Chaweng bar on
March 3. In the early hours of
the morning the man offered to
take her back to the hotel in a taxi,
but when she tried to say goodbye,
he refused to leave and attempted
to rape her, she claimed.

The woman said that she
managed to escape and went
straight to the Tourist Police to
report the incident. They took her
into protective custody and later

arrested the man, who according
to police admitted “trying it on”
with her but insisted there was
no sexual contact.

The Samui court says it will
make a decision after hearing
both parties’ description of the
events.

Koh Tao tip-off: Police on Koh
Tao uncovered a major drug-deal-
ing operation when they raided
Hampy Dash Bungalow resort
February 13 following a tip off.

Officers seized 20 kilograms
of raw opium, five packs of
pressed marijuana totaling 3.2 ki-
lograms, as well as five plastic
bags of hashish, 4.3kg of magic
mushrooms and two sets of
weighing scales during the raid.

They also arrested Amarin
Changkong, 23, and Dararat
Sangrit, 30, both from Surat Thani
province, on charges of possess-
ing controlled drugs with the in-
tent to sell.

According to po-
lice, the couple later ad-
mitted to selling drugs to
foreign tourists on Koh
Tao and said the hash-
ish generally earned
them 38,000 baht per ki-
logram.

Thai Gulf closure: An-
nual fishing restrictions
in the Gulf of Thailand
have now come into ef-
fect and will last until
May 15.

The period be-
tween February and

May is egg-laying season for
many commercial sea creatures
such as Mackerel in the Gulf of
Thailand. For this reason, fishing
restrictions are imposed in the
waters off Prachuap Khiri Khan,
Chumphon and Surat Thani dur-
ing this period every year.

This “Close the Gulf” policy
bans the use of trawl nets and
other bulk fishing methods so as
to allow fish stocks to replenish.

The Ministry of Agriculture
and Fisheries says the policy
means fishermen can double their
total annual catch, which means
an overall increase of 48,000 tons
worth about one billion baht.

The fishing ban is monitored
by the Marine Police as every
year there are reports of large
commercial fishing boats ignor-
ing the restrictions and trawling
around fish breeding grounds,
which kills off the juvenile popu-
lation and can eventually lead to
low yields for local fishermen.
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Five killed by fumes
from rotting fish

Around the South news round-
up is sourced from the pages of
The Nation and Kom Chad Luek
newspapers.

Five fishermen died and
two were hospitalized
after inhaling poisonous
gases produced by rot-

ting fish while they were clean-
ing the fish hold of their boat off
Satun on March 6.

The five dead, all crew on
fishing boat PSF 1858, were
identified by police as Chachirin
Chusri, 29; Chaiya Raksamoe-
wong, 35; Keng Changyao, 31;
and two men identified only as
“Panya” and “Mai”.

Maj Jakraphan Khongkaow,
an Investigating Officer from
Satun Muang District Police Sta-
tion, said PSF 1858 set out from
Satun on March 5 to fish around
Koh Tarutao and Koh Klang. Still
at sea the following day, the five
men went below to clean out the
fish hold but were overcome by
noxious gases.

They lost consciousness,
collapsed in the knee-deep wa-
ter and died, Maj Jakraphan said.

Kongthai Singsai, 32, and
Sanlai Singsai, 41, who went into
the hold to see what had happened
to the other crewmen, managed
to get out before being overcome
by the fumes. They were later
taken to Satun Hospital and treat-
ed for breathing difficulties.

Thongthaen Letlatthaphon,
a consultant of the Thai Fisher-
men’s Association, said that gas
from rotting fish includes ammo-
nia and hydrogen sulphide, the
result of proteins breaking down.
The gas has an unpleasant smell
and if inhaled can lead to breath-
ing problems. Found in all fishing
boats, concentrations of the gas
can build up to dangerous levels
if the boat’s waste disposal sys-
tem is inefficient, K. Thongthaen
said.

Prof Saming Kaojareon,
Head of Ramathibodi Hospital’s
Poison Center, said fishermen dy-
ing from inhaling toxic gases pro-
duced by rotting fish is a fairly
common occurrence.

When first encountering the
gas, fishermen detect a bad smell,
but quickly get used to it. After a

while dizziness sets in and death
can follow in just a few minutes,
he said.

Songkhla assault: A 30-year-
old woman on her way to tap rub-
ber was sexually assaulted by two
masked men in Songkhla’s Cha-
na District early on March 5.
Police believe the woman knows
her attackers and that they aimed
for her to be disgraced by the act.

The victim, who police iden-
tified only by the pseudonym
“Noi”, said that she was driving
her motorbike to a rubber planta-
tion before dawn when she no-
ticed two men wearing balacla-
vas trailing her on a motorcycle.

Thinking they were other
villagers on their way to work,
she was not alarmed.

When she reached a quiet
spot the two men overtook her
and then pulled their motorbike in
front of her, forcing her to stop.
The men ordered her onto their
bike, and then drove to a desert-
ed spot.

Along the way her abduc-
tors threatened to kill her if she
dared to shout for help, she re-
ported.

The men then bound her
hands and feet and ordered her
to perform oral sex on both of
them. When they had both fin-
ished, the men ran back to their
motorcycle and fled, leaving her
tied up, she said.

“After my attackers had
fled, I wriggled around until the
ties came off and then went to
find help. Eventually a villager
drove past and took me to Chana
Hospital,” Noi said.

Police believe that the per-
petrators knew the victim well as
they knew what time she would
leave home to go rubber tapping.
Police are now questioning the

victim to try and find out if she
had any disputes with anyone or
if she knew of anyone who had a
grudge against her.

Ransom man: A 15-year-old girl
in a karaoke bar in Pattani was
taken hostage at gunpoint by a se-
curity guard who had fallen in
love with her.

The man, claiming that he
had paid the girl’s mother 50,000
baht for permission to be with the
girl, claimed that the mother had
reneged on the deal by refusing
to allow him to see her.

About 11:30 am on March
5, Col Somjit Nasomyon, Super-
intendent of Pattani Muang Dis-
trict Police Station, received a
report that a girl had been taken
hostage at gunpoint at Luk Mo
Karaoke.

At the scene, Col Somjit
learned that the hostage was
called Mo, the daughter of the bar
owner. The man holding her was
Kittiphong Sinlaparatsamee, 40, a
security guard at a local car
showroom.

Col Somjit tried to negotiate
the girl’s release, but Kittiphong
demonstrated his refusal by
walking out of the bar and firing
a 9mm pistol once into the air.

SMILE! YOU’VE KILLED ANOTHER ONE: Villagers on March 6 show an Irrawaddy dolphin caught in a
net set for Mekong giant catfish in Songkhla Lake – one of five lakes in the world that are home to
Irrawaddy dolphins. Researchers are worried about the dolphins’ future there as six of the animals
have been caught in nets in the lake in the past five months.

During negotiations, Col
Somjit learned that Kittiphong
was angry because, he claimed,
he had been conned by Mo’s
mother, 37-year-old Kwanreudee
Asajao. Kittiphong said he had
given Kwanreudee 50,000 baht –
leaving him heavily in debt – on
the understanding that she would
allow him to see Mo. After he
handed over the money, howev-
er, Kwanreudee still refused to let
him see her.

Col Somjit offered to loan
Kittiphong 50,000 baht if he
would release his hostage. A
friend took the money to Kit-
tiphong, who then walked out of
the restaurant and released Mo
to Col Somjit. He then embraced
the colonel and agreed to accom-
pany him to the police station.

Kwanreudee refused to
comment on the 50,000 baht that
Kittiphong claimed he had given
her, saying it was a private mat-
ter that Kittiphong and her would
have to discuss further.

Mayor killed: The Mayor of
Tambon Naseethong in Songkh-
la’s Ratthaphum District was shot
dead as he was leaving a funeral
in the evening of March 7. His
father and a passer-by were also
injured in the attack.

Maj Phichet Jannoo, Duty
Inspector at Ratthaphum District
Police Station, said that as May-
or Anon Wankaew, 47, was
walking toward his car two men
pulled up on a motorcycle and
opened fire.

K. Anon was hit, as was his
70-year-old father, Bunnam, who
was sitting in the front passenger
seat, and Iam Insaro, who hap-
pened to be riding past on a mo-
torbike. The gunmen then fled.

All three victims were tak-
en to Haad Yai Hospital, but K.
Anon died early on March 8. He
had been hit in the thigh, where
the bullet severed a major artery.

Doctors reported that K.
Bunnam was not in critical con-
dition, but that K. Iam, who had
been shot in the chest, was.

“From our investigations,
we believe K. Anon was the tar-
get of the attack,” said Maj Ph-
ichet. “The motive for the killing
is still not clear, though we be-
lieve it is likely to have come from
a political or personal dispute,” he
added.
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Unelected PM clause has critics up in arms
Aproposal by the Con-

stitution Drafting Com-
mittee (CDC) to leave
open the option of hav-

ing an unelected prime minister
caused an uproar among political
observers, who warned that such
a clause could spell doom for the
draft constitution when it is voted
on in a public referendum.

The proposal was made
during the brainstorming session
of the CDC in Petchaburi on
March 9. Panel Chairman Pra-
song Soonsiri gave a thumbs-up
to the idea, but Constitution
Drafting Assembly member
Noranit Sethabutr warned of ad-
verse consequences.

Somchai Srisuthiyakorn, a
Thammasat University lecturer
who is worried that such a clause
would make many people vote
against the draft charter in the
referendum, said, “We have to be
careful on this point, because it
could make all parties oppose this
constitution, even though the other
parts of it are good.”

Caretaker Thai Rak Thai
Party leader Chaturon Chaisang
said it had been clear to him from
the beginning that there would be
a constitutional clause allowing an
unelected person to become
prime minister. “This is a com-
mon feature in a constitution writ-
ten after a coup. They [coup-
makers] often allow people they
favor to become prime minister,”
he said. He predicted that if the
draft was passed containing that
controversial clause it could lead
to violence, as a similar measure
did in 1992.

Democrat Party Secretary-
General Suthep Thaugsuban,
said: “I disagree with the option
because it is not democratic. This
point is a step backwards. If it
happens, I will be in the front line
saying ‘no’ to this constitution.”

Lazarus bird:  The large-billed
reed warbler, a bird that has
eluded scientists since its discov-
ery in India in 1867, was re-dis-
covered in Petchaburi Province
in March 2006, DNA evidence
has confirmed. Mahidol Univer-
sity ornithologist Philip Round told

a press conference that the dis-
covery of the wetland bird last
March by a group of local orni-
thologists confirms that the spe-
cies is not extinct. DNA analysis
from the bird confirmed it was a
large-billed reed warbler, the only
other specimen of which was
collected 140 years ago in north-
west India and is stored at the
Natural History Museum in Lon-
don.

Two feathers from the bird
were sent for DNA analysis at
Lund University, Sweden, with
the results showing a perfect
match with the DNA from the
London museum’s specimen.

The bird was ringed with a
tag and released back into the
wetland area. Only one specimen
was discovered, but Mr Round
said he thought the population of
large-billed reed warblers at
Laem Phak Bia wetland might be
more than 40.

Flush with success: Once a no-
torious drug-dealing community
targeted by narcotics police, Kud
Pladuk village in Amnat Cha-
roen’s Muang District is now
more well-known for its mobile
cesspool pumping services.

More than 50 of the vil-
lage’s 100 households have taken
up the occupation, in which their
trucks suction the waste out of
toilets for a fee. Each truck gen-
erates an average annual income
of around 100,000 baht, enough
for the villagers to be encouraged
to quit the illicit drug trade.

A caravan of 60 trucks
leaves the village each morning
to service customers in the sur-
rounding northeastern provinces.
Daily income for the three or four
young men who work each truck
is 300 baht, while owners can
earn up to 1,000 baht.

Kud Pladuk resident Udorn
Srising said he paid around 3,000

baht in concession fees to a
tambon administrative organiza-
tion and makes about 200,000 baht
a year.

K. Udorn acknowledged
the villagers used to deal in am-
phetamines and had been targeted
for “drastic suppression” until
they began the cesspool service
a few years ago.

Elevator music 101: In re-
sponse to growing demand,
Mahidol University is expected to
open Thailand’s first master’s
program in music therapy in the
coming semester.

The program curriculum,
now being considered for final
approval by the university’s coun-
cil, is expected be finished in time
to open for admissions by the
next semester, said program di-
rector Dr. Panya Kaimuk of
Mahidol’s College of Music.

After having been initially

Around the Nation news round-
up is sourced from the pages of
The Nation and Kom Chad Luek
newspapers.

A BRAVE NEW WORLD: Thailand’s first baby elephant produced by artificial insemination was born
on the night of March 6 at Lampang Elephant Hospital. The birth, the first of its kind in Asia, is seen
an important step for Thailand in its attempt to save its iconic animals from an alarming decline. The
baby, a male and as yet unnamed, weighed 100 kilograms and was 90 centimeters tall at birth.

rejected by the university’s coun-
cil, the new graduate program
recently underwent a minor ad-
justment to its curriculum and was
resubmitted for consideration, he
said.

Over the past few years,
music therapy has become in-
creasingly popular in private hos-
pitals, rehabilitation centers, ho-
listic health care facilities, spas
and hotels, he said.

As a result, the demand for
qualified therapists has risen dra-
matically, he added.

Many large state hospitals
now offer music therapy to pa-
tients with certain ailments includ-
ing those with chronic diseases
and persistent pain.

E-commerce push: To help the
e-commerce industry move for-
ward, the Information and Com-
munications Technology (ITC)
Ministry will set up a new agency
responsible for direct oversight
over the development of elec-
tronic commerce and electronic
transactions.

The new agency, called the
Electronic Transaction Agency
(ETA), is expected to be up and
running in September. The act to
set up the new agency is now in
the approval process.

As the development of elec-
tronic commerce is necessary,
there should be a new organiza-
tion to oversee policy develop-
ment and lay down infrastructure,
said Thaweesak Koanantakool,
Vice President of the National
Science and Technology Devel-
opment Agency (NSTDA) and a
member of the Electronic Trans-
action Committee.

“The development of e-
commerce has been at a stand-
still as it has lacked a specific
body to take a full-time role in the
matter.

“We hope that having the
new agency will make all the de-
velopment work run better,” he
said.
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Vacation fun for
school kids

There is no excuse for
kids to sit around idly
during the upcoming
school break. The Phu-

ket Municipality Youth Center at
Saphan Hin is offering a wide va-
riety of affordable summer cours-
es from March 28 to April 27.

Kids aged six and up can
sign up for classes in soccer, bas-
ketball, taekwondo, karate, ken-
do and Thai boxing. Easier on the
body will be lessons in tennis,
swimming, gymnastics, volleyball,
badminton, “slow” dancing, table
tennis, traditional Thai dancing
and “swing” dance.

Thai musical instruments
and art classes are on offer for
the more refined prodigies on the
island, and let’s not forget some-
thing for the more technically-in-
clined with computer training,
building model aircraft, remote-
controlled toys and robot projects.

For kids heading to medical
school later on, a “herbs for
health” course is offered.

There will room for 1,360
participants in the program and
everyone can afford the courses
as the fees are only 50 baht per
person. A few courses, such as
swimming, computers and music
will have an additional fee, rang-
ing from 25 baht to 400 baht, to
help cover costs.

Sign up from March 7 to 15
at the Phuket Municipality Youth
Center, opposite the swimming
pool at Saphan Hin, or for more
information call the center 076-
250163 or 076-216866 between
8 am and 8 pm. Participants must
provide a copy of their house reg-
istration form to be admitted.

Adults can join in the fun
with the youngsters with free les-
sons by the Phuket City Youth
Center. A program has been run-
ning there since last October and
offers Muay Thai, judo and
pétanque. Foreigners can join in;
Thai-English translators are pro-
vided if needed.

Jump into the action at Sa-
pan Hin Sports Complex Monday
to Friday between 5:30 pm and
7:30 pm. Muay Thai and judo
classes are restricted to those
aged 10 and up, and judo students
will have to provide their own uni-
form.

For session times or more infor-
mation contact the center at Tel:
076-250163, 076-216866, or
visit the website www.youth
centre.th.edu (Thai only).

By Semacote Suganya

Activities on
offer from the
municipality
include
(clockwise
from above)
khim lessons,
gymnastics,
tennis, guitar
lessons, kendo
and classical
Thai dancing.
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In Phuket, dogs are seen laz-
ing or strutting about most
places – in restaurants, bars
and shops. They seem to be

allowed everywhere – except in
offices.

But that might be about to
change, as small, well-trained
dogs become more popular in
Phuket town. Dogs may not only
be welcome at the office but may
even be taken there by their own-
ers.

In the northern German
port city of Hamburg, insurance
expert Christian Weltz regularly
takes his fox terrier-sized dog
Freddy to the office where the
dog spends most of the day sleep-
ing or chewing a bone.

The three colleagues with
whom Weltz shares the office
have no problem with Freddy
because the dog knows that bark-
ing is taboo and good manners are
essential.

As with Phuket dog lovers,
Germans are passionate about
dogs, and see nothing odd about
taking them on public transport
or into restaurants. If other
guests don’t like it, too bad. So
why not take them to the office
as well?

Margund Mrozek, a
spokeswoman for the Federal
German Chamber of Vets in
Bonn, has three dogs at her of-
fice, but she points out that cer-
tain rules apply when taking a pet
to work.

“All colleagues, not just the
boss, have to give their okay.
There should not be a colleague
around who is afraid of dogs or
is allergic to animal hair,” Ms
Mrozek says.

The dog also needs to obey
rules and an animal in need of
plenty of exercise is not suited to
an office. “A Jack Russell terri-
er, for instance, is constantly on
the move and wants to do some-
thing,” says Udo Kopernik, from
the German Dog Keeping Asso-

ciation VDH. Sheepdogs are
also unsuitable for the office.

Apart from the breed, ev-
ery dog has an individual charac-
ter that may or may not be suited
to the office. Mr Kopernik is a
graphic artist who takes his two
Pyrenees shepherd dogs to work.
While the one dog has a restless
nature and is unsuitable for a big-
ger office, the other dog is ex-
emplary. “Visitors to the office
often don’t even realize that there
is a dog around,” he says.

A dog should be trained well
before it is taken to the office, Ms
Mrozek advises. “The dog al-
ways needs to know where its
place is. The owner can train it
to lie down on a blanket and re-
ward it with a biscuit. In this way
the dog can be trained to remain
on one spot and prevented from
straying around and annoying
even the most tolerant colleague,”
she says.

For the first few days, a
blanket can be taken to the of-
fice so that the dog gets used to
the place where it is meant to
stay. “The dog must not neces-
sarily lie down on one spot the
whole day, but it must also learn
that it is not allowed to empty the
bins,” Ms Mrozek says.

When a dog is trained for
the office, it should not be too
young as all the impressions could
be too much of a strain. A young
dog also needs to go outside about
every two hours.

Care should be taken that
colleagues don’t spoil your pet
and make all the training obso-
lete. “One often finds that col-
leagues secretly give the dog
something to eat in between
[meals] after much effort has
gone into training the dog not to
go begging,” Mr Kopernik says.
His advice is one meal in the
morning and one in the evening.

Christian Weltz needs to
take his dog Freddy for a walk
only once a day during the lunch
break. Other walks are taken
before work and in the evening.
“In the evening Freddy needs
more exercise,” he says.

Dog expert Mr Kopernik
also says that after a whole day
in the office, a short walk around
the block is just not enough. “The
dog needs some mental challeng-
es like fetching a ball or a stick,”
he says.

But the dog owner should
make provision for those days
when the dog just cannot be tak-
en to the office, such as when

important business meetings have
to be held or when there is an
appointment outside the office.

“I normally then take Fred-

dy to a dog crèche in the morn-
ing and fetch him again in the
evening,” says Mr Weltz.

– Florian Oertel, dpa

Akim the Dalmation helps the

boss sort out a tricky software

problem.
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Badass music with

BIG
ASS

dates back to those early days.
“We started using the name Big
Ass to reserve practice rooms
at school. We kept the name as
we became older and eventual-
ly felt attached to it so couldn’t
change it,”Op explained, though
without hinting at what their 13-
year-old selves liked about the
name.

After graduating junior high
school at age 15, Op continued
his education at Wittayalai Kor
Sang Dusit, a vocational college,
and Mu went to Bunditpatanasilp
Institute, an art school. They kept
playing guitar together and each
found new musical partners to
join them.

Op invited fellow pupil Dax
to join them in their practice ses-
sions and Mu met with Ekarat

“Ton” Rattanapinta, the band’s
original bassist. He was later re-
placed by Oak, another of Mu’s
college mates. Mu then invited
his younger brother Kob to join

as the band’s drummer to com-
plete the line up.

The young Big Ass cut their
teeth in “battle of the bands” com-
petitions. “We used to enter band

competitions as that was one of
the only ways we could play on
stage to an audience,” said Dax.

“The songs that we would
play in the competitions were al-
ways fairly heavy like Metallica.
These competitions taught us
about the difference between
playing in a practice room and
performing on stage,” he added.

Asked what the secret to
the band’s longevity was, Mu re-
plied without hesitation “friend-
ship” – a theme the band spoke
about throughout the interview.
“The band has been together for
about 16 years now. The reason
we’ve been able to achieve what
we have and stay together is the
friendship.

“We may not be the best
looking band and our musical tal-
ent may not be the greatest, but
we’ve managed to stick around
this long because we are friends,”
he said.

Ever modest, the band de-
nied spending their youth dream-
ing of being rock stars. “We nev-
er dared think that we would be
famous,” said Kob. “Just getting
our first album was more than
we’d expected. We were five
kids who just wanted to play
music. When our album came
out and people liked it, that was
a bonus.”

The origins of one of
Thailand’s most suc-
cessful domestic rock
bands, Big Ass, begin

some 16 years ago. The five-
piece band currently comprises
lead vocalist Ekarat “Dax”
Wongchalat; rhythm and lead
guitarists Poonsak “Op” Jatura-
boon and Apichart “Mu” Ph-
romraksa; bass player Pongpan
“Oak” Pollasit; and drummer Ka-
chorndej “Kob” Promraksa.

All those years ago, Op and
Mu were studying together at
Satree Wittaya 2 school in
Bangkok. “Mu and I have played
the guitar together since we were
about 13 or 14 years old, when
we were in junior high school in
Bangkok,” said Op.

Even their moniker Big Ass

Big Ass are one of the biggest names on the Thai rock
music scene. Over the past 10 years they have

released five studio albums with the most recent two –
Seven (2004) and Begins (2006) – being the most

successful.
On February 23 Big Ass played a charity concert at

Bavarian Oktoberfest beer hall. The Gazette’s
Sompratch Saowakhon and Dominic Earnshaw

caught up with them as they prepared to go on stage.

Lead singer Dax in full cry on the stage of Phuket’s Bavarian Oktoberfest beer hall.
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The band’s popularity has
grown continuously over the de-
cade since the release of their
first album, Not Bad (1997) and
it is with the two most recent al-
bums that they have achieved
the most commercial success.
“We’ve got older and more ex-
perienced,” Op explained.

“We produced our own
music from the beginning, so
over the five albums our skills
have improved and our experi-
ence has got much wider.

“With this last album, we’ve
even got into the promoting and
managing side of the business. We
take care of nearly everything
ourselves.

“At first we were not used
to being on stage, playing concerts
like this. We had to build up our
experience. We use our experi-
ence from playing concerts to
help us make music. We can now
adjust our style,” he said.

The band’s early musical
influences came from internation-
al heavy rock and punk, which
can be seen from the band’s

dress. “When we started playing,
it was all about Metallica. We
based ourselves on them and
were always listening to their
songs,” said Op.

Ideas for their songs come
from their own experiences and
observations. “We’re collecting
our experiences and stories from
all of us to go into the next al-
bum,” said Dax. “When we’ve
released an album and go on tour,
we look at that as a source of in-
spiration. Meeting the fans and
things that happen on tour, every-
thing.”

Big Ass have been well re-
ceived by critics and the press,
and scooped a number of awards.
Their album My World won them
Duo or Group Artist of the Year
in the Fat Awards #2 in 2004,
Seven won them Best Rock
Band and Best Rock Album in the
17th Season Awards the follow-
ing year, and Len Khong Soong
won Best Song and they were
voted Most Popular Artist by oth-
er artists in the Fat Awards #3 in
2005.

Last year, however, the
band landed in trouble in the press
over allegations about lead sing-
er Dax’s relationship with a 17-
year-old men’s magazine model
“Fai”.

Fai alleged that Dax was the
father of her son. Dax denied it
and DNA tests were carried out.
The first showed that the child
was not his and a retest perform-
ed by Khunying Dr Pornthip Ro-
janasunand confirmed the result.

Despite the test results, Dax
was still charged with having con-
sensual sex with a minor over 15
but younger than 18 as Fai was
only 16 at the time of their alleged
relationship. The trial got under-
way last month with Dax plead-
ing not guilty.

“We might be a bad exam-
ple in some ways, but with music
we take it very seriously,” Dax
said.

“We just lead our lives nor-
mally, because we aren’t the kind
of people who take drugs or are
into gambling. We might not be
faultless or perfect role models,

but we aren’t bad people and we
have a clear aim of what we
want to achieve.

“I think that if young people
have an aim that is good then
that’s enough. If you are a good
person but don’t have an aim in
life then that’s useless. We want
people to have something they
want,” Op said.

“If you have an aim in life,
your life will have substance. We
aim to release an album, but if we
are drunkards and don’t live our
lives well then it won’t happen,”
he added.

There is a big difference
between the image of Thai rock

stars and the Western drug-guz-
zling, groupie-shagging, hotel
room-smashing stereotype. Oak,
however, said the band had no
desire to go down that road.

“They [rock stars in the
West] can do whatever they
want. Most people in Thailand
would not accept the behavior of
Western rock stars. I think it’s
good for us, it keeps us on the
straight and narrow and allows us
to do our best,” he said.

Just before they took to the
stage, Mu spoke up to emphasize
the band’s favorite theme; friend-
ship. “Being in a band can build
friendship. The thing that’s kept
us together and allowed us to
overcome problems is friendship.
If we used reason to make our
decisions, we would probably not
still be together as a band today.
But we used friendship to make
decisions.”

Big Ass are due to return to
Phuket March 31 to perform in
the M-150 Power concert to be
held behind the Mazda show-
room on Phang Nga Rd, Phuket
City. Tickets will be 50 baht,
including one bottle of M-150.

THE AIM: ‘We might not be
faultless or perfect role models,
but we aren’t bad people…’

The band, from left, are bass
player Oak, lead singer Dax,
guitarist Op, drummer Kob and
guitarist Mu.



16 P H U K E T  G A Z E T T E March 17 - 23, 2006H A P P E N I N G S

T his week

HIGH NOTE: Thai singing sensation Nicole Terio Panpum autographs her photo for
GSM Assistant Vice-President of Regional Operations – South, Peravate Kijburana,
amid her fan club members and GSM officials to help launch the new ‘Your GSM,
Your ID’ advertising campaign.

GOOD PLAN: Plan Estate Co Ltd Assistant Marketing Director Yutthakarn Khlaiophas
(right) hosts the launch of Baan Suan Loch Palm with an open house party for the
company’s clients and property brokers.

JUST OPEN: Managing Director of Jarken+Home Co Ltd Dr Kuldej
Sinthawanarong PhD (left) and Managing Director of Decawin Co Ltd Sirikwan
Artikit (2nd from left) celebrate the joint opening of their businesses with Justice
Minister Chanchai Likhitjitta and his wife (2nd and 3rd from right) and K. Sirikwan’s
father, Shusid Artikit.

WELL-ROUNDED: Some 120 Rotarians and guests from around the world celebrated the launch of the Rotary Club of Laguna
Phuket, the island’s seventh Rotary organization, at a lavish dinner and Charter Presentation Ceremony at the Dusit Laguna
Resort March 10. Pictured are some of the members of the new club, who, in addition to their Charter, received their Rotary
pins from Rotary District Governor Vichai Naneewacharakiet (8th from right).

SEVEN UP: Direct Rooms Managing Director
Alex Lotz (center), Technical Director Chokechai
Prasertcharoensuk (right) and Operations
Director Graham Dewe blow out the candles
at a celebration of the company’s seventh
anniversary.

FAMILY FUN: Commissioner of Provincial Police Region 8 Pol Lt Gen Thanee Thawichsee
(right) enjoys a day at FantaSea with his wife K. Chalinee (left), son-in-law Pol Lt Col Sathit
Polpinit (2nd from left), daughter Ticha Polpinit and his grandchildren.
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LARGER

LIFE
By Graham Doven

THANTHAN

Trading in journalistic integrity
Writing a column for

a newspaper is not
always straight-
forward. It is totally

different from writing a news
story, where such factors as in-
tegrity, journalistic ethics and the
need to be objective and unbiased
come into play.

In my view, a feature col-
umn need not be subject to such
strictures, sentiments and pre-
dictable subject matter. That is
why this column has in the past
covered topics ranging from
multi-million-dollar resort devel-
opments to important issues af-
fecting life on the island – such
as disappearing concrete pigs,
grumpy old men and telephone
poles.

This column actually started
as a column about property de-
velopment and real estate. When
writing about somebody’s prop-
erty development, however, one
has to say a lot of nice things. You
can’t bag the stuffing out the
place, because if you do the
owner is going to get shitty. He
will likely cancel his advertising
contract. In the worst-case sce-
nario he might even sue the news-
paper. Who benefits from that?

Given this reality, property
columnists tend to get stuck writ-
ing complimentary stories about

how wonderful this million-dollar
project is, or how visionary that
property development firm is.
This is hard to do week in and
week out. In truth, it is incredibly
boring. This is why I have had to
diversify, writing nice stories
about little things like barbecue
shops, cricket fields and massage
parlors.

NO STRINGS ATTACHED: Graham Doven took this photograph in a
bid to convince the editors at the Gazette of the dreadful burdens a
columnist must take on in pursuit of a good tale. Not only that, but
he also had to climb into the Jacuzzi afterwards.

Of course there is nothing
wrong with stories about million-
dollar villas. Some people spend
a lot of money buying magazines
about the rich and shameless and
their houses. In fact, that’s still
partly what this column is about.
Writing about villas is one thing,
but actually enjoying the odd ben-
efit, such as watching the sunset

while sitting in a Jacuzzi at my
friend’s penthouse at Layan Gar-
dens, now that’s another thing
entirely.

I am quite prepared to ex-
tol the benefits of a penthouse
Jacuzzi, especially when it comes
with pleasant company, fine wine
and a breathtakingly beautiful
sunset. To be honest, I am fully
prepared at any time to trade in
my journalistic integrity for the
chance to luxuriate in the warmth
of a penthouse Jacuzzi. Remem-
ber Al Pacino’s famous line from
movie Scarface, “Is this what it’s
all about, Manny?” For me the
answer is a resounding, “Yes!”

I’m also prepared to extend
this outlook at the use of luxury
boats, fine hotels, spas, private jets
and up-scale massage establish-
ments.

I guess my main point here
– if in fact I have one – is that
most people are here in Phuket
because they like it. Why not try
to enjoy life as much as possible?
Since we are all in the same boat,
so to speak, one sometimes feels

obliged to help other people with
their own ideas on the pursuit of
happiness.

Of course it also means that
one is obliged to comment on
things that are spoiling life on the
island, such as the outrageous
proliferation of concrete tele-
phone poles and the blasting of
otherwise tranquil villages with
radio news through tinny loud-
speakers every morning and
evening.

This newspaper reported
that Patong Municipality applied
to have its power cables installed
underground but had the idea re-
jected by the electricity author-
ity. There’s a story worth having
a closer look at, unless of course
it gets too dangerously close to
offending the “concrete pole”
mafia.

Whatever the justification
for the status quo on the ground
far below, I have some fine
bottles of wine from my friend’s
wine shop in the Plaza Del Mar,
which I have tried often at my
friend’s Italian restaurant in
Cherng Talay. Now I am going
to relax in the Jacuzzi in my
friend’s penthouse, enjoying the
wine and the sunset with my
friends, who happen to work in
my friend’s massage establish-
ment. Work that lot out.
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START YOUR ENGINES

SHAKEUP: World Champion Fernando Alonso has joined the McLaren-Mercedes Formula 1 team for a rumored US$40 million a year.

BEHIND
WHEEL
By Jeff Heselwood

T H ET H E

Eleven teams, 22 drivers,
17 races. Yes, Formula
1 is back, with the new
season starting on
March 18 in Melbourne.

All the top teams apart from
Toyota and Honda have under-
gone significant changes, with
new driver pairings and, in some
cases, new engine suppliers.

Adding another dimension
to Grand Prix racing, all the cars
will this year be on Bridgestone
tires, which may benefit Ferrari
since that team has been on
Bridgestones for years. Toyota
also has enjoyed some success
on Bridgestone rubber.

Reigning constructors’
champions Renault has given
rookie Finnish driver Heiki
Kovalenen a race seat alongside
Giancarlo Fisichella, while World
Champion Fernando Alonso has
joined McLaren-Mercedes for an
alleged US$40 million a year.

Alonso’s teammate is an-
other rookie: the impressive
Lewis Hamilton. With Alonso just
25 years old and Hamilton 21, the
McLaren lineup is the youngest
in the field.

Meanwhile, Ferrari has
Kimi Räikkönen filling the va-
cated Michael Schumacher seat.
Räikkönen, winner of just nine
Grands Prix with McLaren – and
none last year – will be hoping
for Ferrari’s reliability to allow him
to take the 2007 title. Felipe
Massa is staying a second year
with the team following his two
Grand Prix wins in
2006.

They seem to
be a formidable
pairing, but it will
take Räikkönen
time to settle in,
whereas Massa al-
ready has his feet
under the Prancing
Horse’s table.

Another vari-
able is that master tactician and
technical director Ross Brawn
has taken a sabbatical and is
somewhere in South America
fishing.

Phuket resident Rory Byrne
stays on as a consultant, but is no
longer directly responsible for the
design of the car – that’s now the
job of Aldo Costa, who designed
last year’s F1 car.

One of the most interesting
teams this year has to be Red
Bull. The team originally started
out as Stewart Grand Prix with
Sir Jackie and his son Paul. It then
morphed into Jaguar, before Ford
pulled the plug and the outfit was
sold to Austrian billionaire

Dietrich Mateschitz
and renamed Red
Bull.

For the 2007
F1 season, Red Bull
will have an Adrian
Newey-designed
car, the RB3, com-
plete with Renault
engine. Drivers are
David Coulthard, at
35 the oldest Grand

Prix driver racing, and Australian
Mark Webber.

With a championship-win-
ning engine, Newey’s talents –
Coulthard won all 13 of his Grand
Prix victories at the wheel of
Newey’s cars, at Williams and
McLaren – and Mateschitz’s
money there should be no ex-
cuses.

Williams has a new Toyota

engine for 2007. Retaining 2006
rookie Nico Rosberg, the team
has paired him with former test
driver Alex Wurz and should be
one of the strongest driver line-
ups. Toyota also has new, much-
needed sponsorship from com-
puter maker Lenovo and
telecoms company AT&T.

Last year was one of the
worst in Williams’s recent history,
with unreliability and aerody-
namic issues causing far too
many retirements and a lack of
outright speed. Mark Webber left
in disgust, even before he had a
deal with Red Bull.

The adoption of the Toyota
V8 means that for the first time
for four decades Cosworth will
not be represented on the grid.
Cosworth entered Grand Prix
racing with the legendary DFV
engine in the back of the Lotuses
of Jim Clark and Graham Hill in
1967. Last season Cosworth sup-
plied units to Williams and
Scuderia Toro Rosso.

Ferrari engines will be used
by both Scuderia Toro Rosso and
Spyker in 2007 but it should be

noted that no Ferrari customer
team has ever won a race.

Finally, Honda, which helped
Jenson Button win his first For-
mula 1 victory at the Hungarian
Grand Prix last August, retains
both Button and Rubens
Barrichello, while Toyota also
retains its drivers Ralf
Schumacher and Jarno Trulli.

Toyota has been in Formula

1 since 2002 and is reputed to
have the largest budget of any
team, yet has still to win a race.

With the retirement of
Michael Schumacher and an all-
change situation at so many
teams, the 2007 season could be
one of the best for years.

Jeff Heselwood can be reached
by email to jhc@netvigator.com
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To hell with Bruce Fir-
stein, for I am a real
man (Alpha Male, in
fact) and do eat quiche,

and, more than this, I am so mas-
culine that even my sentences
don’t have periods

See? Even though I am the
quintessential Englishman abroad,
I am prepared to toss in an Amer-
icanism in the desperate search
for a quick joke.

Manly I have been, and
manly shall I be, although… well,
how can I put it? I suppose I may
be prey to bouts of foppishness,
but only in a strictly non-girlie sort
of way. I am prepared to endure
the vast amounts of agony expe-
rienced – generally – by women
only in the name of self-beautifi-
cation, or men who end up in a
Palace of Pain, so I am told…

Yet what is it that can both
enhance the physique – and, so
some say the physical – but caus-
es a modicum of discomfort in the
process? Piercings? Nah. Tat-
toos? Oh please, have a look at
the photo. This is about removal
– not addition. The good news is
that it is neither a manicure nor a
pedicure. There remains some-
thing decidedly affected about
men indulging in that practice.

Still no closer to guessing?
Try these phrases for size: Full
Brazilian (Should the male equiv-
alent be the Boyzilian?) some-
times referred to as the BSC,
Bikini (not that I wear one), the
ahem Playboy and the inscruta-
bly-named Sphinx.

Waxing, of course, is the
lyrical answer.

Now, for readers of a gen-
tle or nervous disposition – and
those in the latter category out-
number the former – the waxing
carried out was not my back, nor
my shoulders, nor, with a nod to
The 40-Year-Old Virgin (the
main character in that splendid
comedy was called Andy), was
it my chest. It was in a rather
delicate spot elsewhere.

The staff at Perfection Spa
Beauty Salon on Chao Fa East
Rd, including K. Off, who attends
to me, have not had the trauma
of dealing with a chap before.
Brave girls to a er … woman,
they are game enough to allow
Lady Penelope and my quaking

self in for the purposes of this
article.

But first some background.
Waxing of the genital areas has
been prevalent in many societies
around the world for centuries –
Ancient Greece, Rome and
Egypt. The practice is especially
common in arid or desert areas –
geographical areas, I should em-
phasize – predominantly among
and within Muslim and Arab cul-
tures and countries. Admittedly,
few men took up the practice,
although, to be fair, so did few
women in the West until the be-
ginning of the ’90s.

Another point to make is
that, as with so many other things,
the male gay community blazed
the way for body waxing within
the male straight community.

Full-body waxing has be-
come particularly popular among
the bodybuilding and sporting fra-
ternity, with many men depilat-
ing for aesthetic and practical
reasons. Zero body hair stream-
lines one through the water, so
argue swimmers, and reduces
drag through the air, suggest cy-
clists.

Some also state that the re-
moval of hair in such an intimate
area, either male or female, al-
lows greater tactile sensations
therefore heightening sexual plea-
sure. So there.

Back to the chase, and
yours truly and company position
themselves in the double treat-
ment room for their depilations.
In the dusky light, K. Off applies
a gentle antiseptic solution just
inside my right thigh followed by
the first spread of purple wax. It
has begun.

My body tenses up – and
why shouldn’t it? It’s not just any-
one I’d allow to do this – as she
recites the mantra I am to hear
often over the course of the next
60 minutes or so: “One, two,
three…”, which I hear as “This
might bring tears to your eyes.”

She pulls. It hurts. Through
tears, I make the vaguest of sug-
gestions that K. Off must be a
reincarnation of Torquemada.

Actually, it is not nearly as
bad as I had imagined. There is a
similar degree of pain – and, dare
I say it, the all-important endor-
phin rush immediately thereafter
– to being tattooed, which begins
to make the experience rather

GETTING  
By Andy Johnstone

Some classics never go out of style.
Le Royal Meridien Phuket Yacht
Club Public Relations Manager
Athipa “Pam” Bunnak says that three

cocktails have been regulars at the club for
years: Pineapple Punch, Yacht Club Classic
and Coconut Cooler.

Yacht Club Classic
Dark rum 1½ oz
Peach brandy ¾ oz
Gin ½ oz
Fruit punch to top off

Add ingredients to shaker.
Shake then pour into glass.

A classic drink that will never go
out of style. It’s as smooth as silk,
as slick as an Italian suit, but with
a kick like mule. Pour in a small
ceramic jar, garnish with a small,
round piece of pineapple to
“close” the jar.

Coconut Cooler
Dark Rum 1½ oz
Triple Sec ½ oz
Pineapple juice 2 oz
Lemon ½ oz
Grenadine 3 drops
Cream dash
Ice 3 to 4 cubes

Add ingredients to shaker.
Shake then pour into coconut.

Hard on the outside but sweet
with a slightly bitter aftertaste in-
side, this mix is the perfect for
the Phuket sipper club.

Pineapple Punch
Gin 1 oz
Orange liquor ¾ oz
Triple sec ½ oz
Fruit punch to top off shaker
Ice 3 to 4 cubes

Add ingredients to shaker.
Shake then pour into hollowed-
out pineapple.

Served in a pineapple, it’s like an
entire basket of fruit compressed
into a single glass, err, pineapple.
It has a sweet bite and a solid
punch. A perfect sundowner.

Bartender Winai Vimolsong, who has
been there for two years, mixes up these clas-
sic concoctions.

Two of the cocktails use a fruit punch base
made with one part each of pineapple juice,
orange juice and lime juice.

– Semacote Suganya

Punch drunk
Pineapple Punch Yacht Club Classic Coconut Cooler
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pleasant.
Waxing, however, is not

without its caveats.
The first, showering imme-

diately beforehand, is for the
therapist’s benefit. The second is
to gently exfoliate the skin a few
times in the days preceding the
waxing. This helps to remove any
dead skin cells and lift the hair,
allowing the therapist to get as
many of the little blighters as pos-
sible.

Oh, and if you are currently

into shaving, be it down below
around the holy of holies, or any
part of the anatomy, then halt and
desist: to be waxed effectively,
the hair needs to be at least half
a centimeter long.

Some doctors do not rec-
ommend waxing for persons suf-
fering from diabetes or those who
have varicose veins or poor cir-
culation as they may be more
susceptible to infection.

Users of certain medica-
tions – Retin-A, Renova, Differin

or Isotretinoin – are advised not
to have waxing performed; these
medications tend to weaken the
skin and tearing of the skin may
occur when the wax is removed.

Waxing should not be done
on areas of skin affected by
warts, pimples, moles or rashes
or on skin that is irritated, chapped
or suffering from sunburn. Wax
should not be applied to peeling,
broken skin or varicose veins.

Contagious skin conditions
will also see the therapist shak-

ing her head and saying “Come
back when the condition has com-
pletely cleared.”

I would suggest that your
first BSC, Brazilian, or Hollywood
waxing is not carried out imme-
diately before a special occasion
or holiday. Sod’s Law dictates
that this will be the one time your
skin reacts unfavorably.

Better to play it safe and
allow a few days for things to
settle down before surprising your
unsuspecting partner or your

adoring public, be they on the
beach at Rio or in the showers at
Her Majesty’s Prison in Glouc-
ester.

On a point of etiquette, it is
rampantly obvious that genital
waxing requires one to be rather
exposed. Just because it is car-
ried out in relaxing conditions and
as gently as possible, it is not an
excuse for a cheap thrill, despite
how intimate it is.

K. Off continues her gentle
work, offering me the occasional
sip of wine from the glasses we
ordered beforehand. The minutes
slip by and all is fine with the
world, although I do now notice
the icy blast from the aircon unit
around my nethers.

Some recommend avoiding
the following for two days after-
ward: heat, friction, hot baths,
showers, sunbathing, saunas, hot
tubs, steam rooms, exercise, sex
(whether solo or with another or
others is not clear), tight clothing,
swimming and the use of fra-
granced body lotions or sprays.

Got all that? Splendid.
One may still experience

some slight soreness, small
bumps and redness. These are
common temporary reactions,
particularly for a first waxing.
These tend to subside within a
few hours, and many people find
that regular waxing results in less
irritation. Although this was my
first waxing, I am happy to re-
port no such reactions. I hope you
are, too.

Was the pain, more accu-
rately, the fear of pain, worth it?
That is between me and Lady
P…

Perfection Spa Beauty Salon 1/
10 Moo 1, Chao Fa East Rd,
Chalong, Phuket. Tel: 076-
264295. Discounts apply for
Perfection Spa Beauty Salon
members.

OFF TO GET IT ALL OFF

OOOOOH: It’s amazing what some people will to do to themselves in order to get their picture in the newspaper…
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Thanks to my long work-
week and other sources
of stress, sometimes I
can feel the tension in

my body growing. I long to go
somewhere quiet, as far away as
possible from grouchy desk edi-
tors barking about deadlines and
arguing over apostrophes.

Fortunately, today is my
lucky day – the day I have been
waiting for. I jump in my car and
head north to the Mandara Spa
at the JW Marriott Phuket Re-
sort & Spa in Mai Khao.

Upon arrival, I am wel-
comed by Assistant Spa Manager
Jirawan “Ann” Prueksachat.

As we make our acquain-
tance, one of the many charming
staff members serves me with a
cool hand towel and a refreshing
cup of lemongrass and pandanus
drink.

My eyes take in the classic
elegance of the spa’s traditional
Thai design as my sense of smell
luxuriates in the pleasant fra-
grance of citronella.

I sip my drink as K. Ann
introduces me to the spa, which
has 32 therapists serving guests
in 16 double-treatment suites.
Built in 2001 with just five treat-
ment rooms and a beauty salon,
11 treatment rooms were added
later to meet demand for Man-

dara’s many relaxing therapies.
Leading me around the spa,

K. Ann shows me a typical suite
comprising an en-suite bathroom
and two treatment beds, both fac-
ing a large window. Through the
glass we see a sala right outside
for outdoor massages amidst the
tropical garden, which also fea-
tures a private steam room be-
yond a small fountain and stone
wall.

Behind a pair of enormous
copper doors are another five

MAGIC
Spa

By Janyaporn Morel

Mandara

at JW Marriott

SO MANY HANDS
SO LITTLE TIME

treatment rooms, each with
terracotta walls decorated with
copper lattice panels and fitted
with a large mirror. Each of these
five treatment room have outdoor
shower areas, while the other six
rooms have outdoor garden bath-
tubs. There are also shared steam
rooms, one for men and one for
women.

K. Ann shows me the spa
menu, which includes Mandara
spa packages, Mandara Signa-
ture Ritual, massage therapies,
body treatments, Mandara Facial
Elixir and Time for Men.

There is also an impressive
option of baths, scrubs and
herbal steam baths to choose
from with names like Splendors
of Mandara and Mandara Spa
Elements.

One thing on the menu that
catches my eye is Spa Cuisine.
K. Ann explains that Spa Cuisine
is included in the long-period

treatment packages, and custom-
ers can request to have healthy
meals during their stay. The meals
are classified into three catego-
ries: detoxify, rejuvenate and re-
lax. Unfortunately for me, I am
not intending to get a long treat-
ment.

Back in my treatment room,
K. Ann introduces me to two
therapists, Oyjai “Eve” Saisaeng
and Kusuma “Mod” Jongpakdee,
who will give me the four-hand
Mandara Signature Massage.

After a quick shower, I dry
off, wrap up in a bathing gown
and then beat a small gong to sig-
nal to the therapists that I am
ready for my next treatment. K.
Eve and K. Mod enter, and K.
Mod prepares a warm bath for
my feet. As she scrubs my feet
with spa salt I can feel them be-
coming cleaner and softer.

I lie down on my stomach
on the bed, and the two therapists

start the massage. They expertly
remove my gown and cover me
with a sarong so quickly that I
remain unexposed.

K. Eve and K. Mod start
working on my body; they work
together in rhythmic harmony so
in tune to one another that I don’t
know which hand is whose or
where they are standing. The
scent of aromatic oil with the tac-
tile therapy makes me really re-
lax, relieving me from all tension.

K. Eve explains that the
Mandara Signature Massage is a
blend of Japanese Shiatsu, Thai,
Hawaiian Lomi Lomi, Swedish
and Balinese massage tech-
niques. The combination delivers
total relief for my body and mind.

For about 50 minutes the
two therapists work on my back
side, from head to toe. I request
a firm massage, especially on my
shoulders, back and legs. I roll
over and they work for 40 more
minutes on my front side.

The massage ends with K.
Mod massaging my head, which
she says is supplementary to the
full treatment and helps relieve
headaches.

This 90-minute, four-hand
massage costs 6,600 baht.

I leave the spa with my full
appreciation, and don’t forget to
mention it in the assessment form,
“Great ambiance, great treatment
and great welcome”.

Treatment at Mandara Spa at
JW Marriott Phuket Resort and
Spa can be reserved at Tel: 076-
338000, Fax: 076-348349,
Email: jwmp@mandaraspa.com
or visit www.mandaraspa.com
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It was after midnight on a
quiet night just off the coast
of Yemen, where the Red
Sea meets the Arabian Sea,

when the Turk on watch went
downstairs to grab a cigarette.

By the time he came back
up, the pirates had already
boarded – an amazing feat that
they could approach without be-
ing heard on such a quiet night.

The Turk ran back down-
stairs, grabbed a shotgun, came
up to the deck and started shoot-
ing in the air. The pirates, who
hadn’t counted on serious resis-
tance, quickly jumped back to
their boat and fled.

There had been a serious
discussion about whether to hire
a European crew or a Turkish
crew, and the decision to go with
Turks had paid off.

With a European crew the
keys would probably have been
handed over, but with a Turkish
crew – the fight was on. And so
the story begins as to how the
Lady Anita came to be one of the
first upscale charters operating
out of Phuket.

The 89-foot ketch was de-
signed in 1999 by a naval archi-
tect in Bodrum, Turkey. But af-
ter laying out a rugged mahogany
hull, he ran out of money to finish
the job – and the deck and cab-
ins came to be built of surplus
wood from fruit crates.

This was all happening
about the same time that Izzy Ben
Natan, present-day Managing
Director of the Lady Anita, was
visiting Phuket and saw the need
for a first-class charter service.
His search for an appropriate ship
took him to Turkey, where he
found the Eden 1.

The vessel was bought for
its current owners, the Serenity
Group, and rechristened as the
Lady Anita.

Preparing the vessel for the
long cruise through the rough seas
on the way to Phuket took three

months. It was during that time
the fateful decision to select a
Turkish crew was made.

Other than the boarding in-
cident, the 58-day voyage from
the Mediterranean, across the
Indian Ocean to the Andaman
Sea, was relatively quiet.

Finally reaching Phuket’s
shores, Lady Anita tucked into
Yacht Haven for a thorough re-
fit. The fruit crate superstructure
was removed and the entire ves-
sel was rebuilt to a first-class
standard.

Not all has been quiet since
she came to Phuket, however.
The December 2004 tsunami
caught the Lady Anita at anchor
in Chalong Bay. Dragging anchor
for some 150 meters, she was

about to be lost when her captain
cut the anchor chain and headed
out into Phang Nga Bay.

As with everything else in
post-tsunami in Phuket, the char-
ter business fell off to almost
nothing the following year. But
business brightened in 2006 and
bookings are now continuing at a
breakneck speed.

Lady Anita actually lives a
dual life: part-time as a charter
cruiser and part-time as personal
cruiser for the owners of the
apartments and villas at Serenity
Terraces in Rawai, also Lady
Anita’s proud owners.

As a charter yacht, Lady
Anita comfortably accommo-
dates 10 guests in her five air-
conditioned cabins, all with en

A lady on the tramp
By Ted Tucker

suite bathing facilities. A crew
of seven look after all guests’
needs and there is even a certi-
fied masseuse aboard to mas-
sage away the worries of the
working world.

Everything needed for
snorkeling, wakeboarding,
kayaking and scuba diving is kept
on board.

For all this luxury high-sea-
son charter rates start at 130,000
baht per day, plus fuel and food.
A typical cruising day, if there is
such a thing, entails about four
hours sailing or motoring – though
Lady Anita’s movements are en-
tirely up to the customer.

Lady Anita regularly
cruises Phang Nga Bay and of-
ten heads down the coast toward

Langkawi, exploring remote
coastlines and uninhabited islands
along the way. A complement of
guests and crew consume as
many as 300 eggs and use up to
3,500 liters of diesel in just one
week.

So who partakes of these all
these wonderful cruises? Lady
Anita isn’t telling. From celebri-
ties who value their privacy to
guests who demand to be picked
up at the airport by armored car,
Lady Anita keeps mum about
who is on board.

For chartering or more infor-
mation about the Lady Anita
contact Asia Marine at 076-
239111 or Charter@Asia-
Marine.net

YO HO HO: Pirates tried to board the Lady Anita off Yemen. Life is a little less adventurous these days in the waters off Phuket.
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Solution, tips and
computer program at

www.sudoku.com

The principle of Sudoku is very simple: each row, each col-
umn and each “box” of nine squares within the puzzle must
contain all the numbers from 1 to 9 with, naturally, no repeti-
tions. Guess if you will, but each Sudoku puzzle can be solved
using logic alone. Beware: this puzzle has only one solution,
which is on the next page.

Can you find the seven

differences between the

two cartoons below? And

can you find them faster

than the rest of the family?

Spot the DifferenceSpot the Difference

Compiled by Tortuus. © 2007

The Cryptic CrosswordPPPPPUZZLESUZZLESUZZLESUZZLESUZZLES

Rhyme
Time

EEEEEZ TZ TZ TZ TZ Trivia Quizrivia Quizrivia Quizrivia Quizrivia Quiz

Scribble SScribble SScribble SScribble SScribble Spacepacepacepacepace

1. The Mad Hatter, the
Dormouse and the …?

2. Which craftsman uses
an anvil?

3. Which famous
passenger liner sank in
1912?

4. What is Batman’s real
name?

5. What is the capital of
Ethiopia?

6. Which country’s flag
has a white crescent

The words or phrases
described below all
rhyme with “dump”.

What are they?

1. Gullible person.
2. Use a parachute.
3. Oil reservoir.
4. Announce with

fanfare.
5. Intentional road

obstruction.
6. Half a leg.
7. Chubby.
8. Awkward, stupid

person.
9. Forrest.
10. Dull, unattractive

woman.
Answers on next page

ACROSS

1. Spreading Diana’s half-
country. (13)

8. Gather prisoner Gregory
consumed. (10)

9. I’ve a similarity to him. (4)
10. Born? “Nay!” they say.

(3)
11. Assist a wager. (4)
14. Saint with nothing in

charge of Zeno’s follower.
(5)

15. Remainder of silent bit of
music. (4)

17. Catch points, with part
returned. (6)

19. Stalemate passed on to
key partner. (8)

21. Clothing for wash about
rip off. (8)

23. Gentle nurse. (6)
26. Decay, and 100 make

military group. (1,1,1,1)
28. Around the world – or

part. (5)
29. Capital point by learner in

love twice. (4)
32. Right in, as Roman art. (3)
34. Zero quiet? Point to 100 in

crude group. (4)
35. Sing monotonously with a

back rub? I find province.
(10)

26. Fearful confusion when
convicts turn Asian, they
say. (13)

DOWN

1. Note a part of dance in
Russian lodge. (5)

Answers on next page

and star on a red
background?

7. Where would you find
Causeway Bay and
North Point next to
each other?

8. Who played bass
guitar in the Beatles?

9. Which Russian city has
a soccer team called
Dynamo?

10. Which is the third
planet from the Sun?

2. Reveal secret note and
burn. (5)

3. Hearer left to peer. (4)
4. At home, got second metal

bars. (6)
5. Vigorous ditch worker…

(9)
6. … or round point, that is,

basket material. (5)
7. Car and French rake

messed up janitor. (9)
12. Forbid half a banana. (3)
13. Light church after rock.

(5)
16. For example, no self-

esteem. (3)

17. Bans publication as little
Emily goes after bar. (9)

18. In favor, thus sob up to
snout. (9)

19. Homer sound for deer. (3)
20. Nothing back to leave

language. (5)
22. Child’s drink. (3)
24. Slippery chap points left.

(3)
25. Wren, in confusion, is

Victor. (6)
27. State, twice: zero source

of chocolate. (5)
30. Arab may point to German

car. (5)
31. I take hash cry about

vegetable. (5)
33. Mother’s double noodles.

(4)

Solution on next page
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Get your brain
in gear with

The Monster Quiz
Kids! Ask Mum and Dad to help you find the answers to these

questions. They’re not easy but, if you do some research, you should be
able to find the answers to all of them.

Quick Crossword

Cryptic Crossword
Solution

Puzzle

Solutions

Sudoku solution

Monster Quiz

Answers

Quick Crossword
Solution

EZ Trivia Answers:

1. March Hare; 2. Blacksmith; 3. RMS Titanic; 4. Bruce
Wayne; 5. Addis Ababa; 6. Turkey; 7. Hong Kong; 8. Paul
McCartney; 9. Moscow; 10. Earth.

Solution to Cartoon Puzzle

Solution below, right

ACROSS

6. Science and study
of mapmaking.

7. Devilish.
8. Twitch.
11. Grass cutter.
12. One third of one

third of 27.
14. Be in debt.
16. Leather factory.
19. Duties given to

selected people.

Rhyme Time Answers:

1. Chump; 2. Jump; 3. Sump; 4. Trump; 5. Speed bump; 6.
Stump; 7. Plump; 8. Lump; 9. Gump; 10. Frump.

1. Which cartoon
superhero’s real name
was, at various times,
Hal Jordan, John Stewart,
Guy Gardner and Kyle
Rayner?

2. Who created Spiderman?

3. Who is Captain America’s
sidekick?

4. Frank Castle is the secret
identity of which
psychotically vengeful
“superhero”?

5. Whom did Dick Tracy
marry on Christmas Day,
1949?

6. Who currently draws the
Dick Tracy comic strip?

7. Which cartoon character

DOWN

1. Fabricated.
2. Totally obedient accomplices.
3. Once more.
4. Himalayan bovine.
5. Local language.
7. Cartoon elephant.
9. Chevrolet, in short.
10. Storm noise.
13. Child-minder.
15. Stinging insect.
17. Duty list.
18. US spy organization.

was a mascot for a now
defunct chain of miniature
golf courses in Florida?

8. What is Andy Capp’s wife
called?

9. What is the Capps’ house
number? In which street
do they live?

10. Which superheroine wields
a weapon call the Lasso of
Truth?

11. Name the school bully in
Calvin and Hobbes.

12. After whom was Hobbes
named?

13. What did Calvin sell to
beings from outer space in
return for 50 alien leaves
for his science project?

14. What does Calvin’s father
do for a living?

15. Who was the first
superhero to wear a
“unitard” – a one-piece
skin-tight costume?

16. Who killed Spiderman’s
girlfriend, Gwen Stacy?

17. On what date did the
cartoon strip Garfield first
appear?

18. What is the one thing
Garfield does not like to
eat?

19. The Yellow Kid, the first
cartoon strip in color,
appeared in which year?

20. What pejorative term did
it give rise to?

Answers below, left

1. Green Lantern;
2. Stan Lee and Steve

Ditko; 3. Bucky;
4. Punisher; 5. Tess
Truehart; 6. Dick
Locher; 7. Andy
Capp; 8. Florrie;

9. 37 Durham Street;
10. Wonder Woman;
11. Moe; 12. Philo-

sopher Thomas
Hobbes; 13. The
Earth; 14. He is a
patent attorney;

15. The Phantom;
16. The Green Goblin;

17. June 19, 1978;
18. Raisins; 19. 1897;
20. Yellow journalism.
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Off the
SHELF
By James Eckardt

A smart adventure story

PHUKET DIARY Upcoming events on the island

I’ve been reading a series of heavy
books lately so I decided to treat my
self to something light, the kind of
book I’d read on the beach if Bangkok

had a beach.
I struck gold with The Last Sunrise

(Headline Book Publishing, London, 2006,
312pp). I’d never heard of Robert Ryan,
author of seven previous novels, but I was
interested in the historical setting for The
Last Sunrise: the Burma-India-China the-
ater of World War II.

Ryan turns out to be an
accomplished craftsman who
did a huge amount of research
to bring his raffish characters
to life. The story opens in
Singapore in 1948 with pilot
Lee Crane joining friends at
the Long Bar of the Raffles
Hotel. After eight years in
Asia, he’s flying his C-47
Myra Belle Star II to Ger-
many to take part in the relief
of the Berlin Blockade. Then
he is headed back to Virginia to finally
settle down.

Then who walks into the bar but
someone he hasn’t seen in five years and
who he has long thought dead. Elsa Cross
– “the woman in the black pencil skirt and
white blouse, her head a cascade of red
curls, her mouth as big and scarlet as I
remembered it” – reacts to the sight of
him by tossing her martini in his face and
slugging him: “Not a girlie kind of slap, but
a full-bore fist that sent me sprawling over

a rattan chair. I bet it hurt her hand, be-
cause it sure as hell made my chin smart.”

And now you’re hooked. Who is Elsa
Cross? And who is Kitten, the woman
Crane is always talking about, the one he’s
been searching for since the end of the
war?

The scene then switches to Burma
in 1941. Crane has just joined the Flying
Tigers and is undergoing P-40 fighter
training at the northern British base of

Toungoo. Next stop will be
Kunming in Yunnan and a
chance to shoot down Japa-
nese planes for bonus pay.
Elsa Cross is a nurse, wife
of a Flying Tigers admin of-
ficer. Kitten Mahindra is in
her 30s, the beautiful Anglo-
Indian widow of local teak
tycoon. Crane meets Kitten
at a dinner she throws in
support of a new hospital
she is building. They soon
become lovers. In fact, Kit-

ten is the first love of Crane’s life. Then
a farcical act of inadvertent violence
separates them and Crane is quickly
shipped to China. When the Japanese in-
vade Burma, Kitten fails to get on the
last train out to Lashio. Crane flies back
to Toungoo only to find her house burned
and her servants murdered.

He shoots down his fifth Japanese
bomber on his way back to China but, in
trouble with the military for his dash back
to Burma, Crane will fly C-47 cargo flights

over the Hump from India to China for
the rest of the war.

Then we’re back in Singapore in
1948. Crane finds the tires of his plane
have been slashed and when he’s running
through a thorough check-up who should

amble up but Cowboy, his old
co-pilot on the Hump run. He
and Elsa are lovers now and
want to enlist Crane’s help in
recovering two million dollars
in abandoned gold bars in
southern China. How they went
astray we’ll learn later. As bait,
Cowboy tells Crane that he
knows where Kitten is.

These elements of the
plot are neatly stitched together
and the reader is constantly de-
manding to know more. The
dialog is fast and funny and the
descriptive scenes harrowing.

The scene moves back to
Calcutta in 1943 and a flight
through a monster storm over
the Himalayas to Kumning.

“It was the usual weather
trying to kill them… to lure them
to a lonely, forgotten death, just
another plane never seen or
heard from again.”

This is the first ordeal for
British spy Laura McGill who
is guarding a suitcase of secrets
and two American marines who
are guarding a shipment of gold
bars meant for Chiang Kai-

Shek. The marines vomit, Laura waits till
she lands. It’s the beginning of a romance
between her and Crane.

How events come together till their
resolution in 1948 is a thrill ride for you to
discover.

March 1 to April 15. Phuket
Perfect Video Competition.

Phuket-based property de-
veloper C9 Hotelworks has
launched a website and world-
wide video competition, which is
sponsored by the Gazette, urging
the global community to show
their interpretation of the perfect
lifestyle on Phuket Island, with
the chance to win fantastic prizes
in the process.

In association with the
Movenpick Residence Karon
Beach, the PhuketPerfect.com
website guides viewers to a dedi-
cated page on the You Tube
website where they can upload
their idea of the perfect Phuket
day or lifestyle.

The PhuketPerfect.com
website was launched on the
back of a hugely successful tele-
vision advertisement campaign,
broadcast right around the region
on CNN.

Participants can commence
uploading their videos illustrating
the perfect Phuket lifestyle on
March 1 with the competition
closing on April 15.

Winners will be announced
on PhuketPerfect.com on April
30 with the grand prize being a
week-long stay at the Movenpick
Residence.

All details of the program
and uploading instructions can be
found on PhuketPerfect.com

March 17. High Season Live
Music Series at Wine Con-
nection.

Wine, Food and Good Mu-
sic. All you can imagine for a
great Saturday evening.

All-you-can-eat BBQ Buf-
fet and Live Band from 7 pm to
midnight. For reservations please
call 076-282411, or for more in-
formation contact Pascal Laigle,
Tel: 087-8896074, email: FB.
Phuket@wineconnection. com

March 27. Chess on the
beach, Patong.

The 7th Bangkok Chess
Club Open will be held at Phuket
Graceland Resort & Spa from
March 27 to April 1, 2007.

The international tourna-
ment, which is expected to attract
about 100 chess players from
Thailand and abroad, will be held
with the theme “Chess on the
Beach”.

Group A of the tournament
is open to all players, rated and
unrated. Group B is open only to
players rated under 2000 and un-
rated players.

The ratings are based on
International Chess Federation

(Federation Internationale des
Echecs, or FIDE) or Thai ELO
ratings – other national ratings
will be validated by the organizer.

Up to six players from the
same country may enter as a
team. The total score of best five
players will be used for determin-
ing the best team. Prizes in Group
A will be given to the top six play-
ers, the best two Thai players and
certificates will be awarded to the
best female player and the best
junior player. First prize will be
approximately US$1,000, and the
team prize will be US$500. Other
prizes will be announced after the

first round.
In Group B, prizes will be

given to the top six players and
certificates awarded to the two
best junior players. Entry to
Group A costs 1,000 baht per
player for Bangkok Chess Club
(BCC) and Thailand Chess As-
sociation (TCA) members, and
2,200 baht per non-member. Af-
ter March 10 the entry fees will
be 1,200 baht per member and
2,500 baht per non-member.

Entry to Group B is 500 baht
per player. After March 10 the
fee will be 600 baht. For more
information please visit www.

bangkokchess.com

April 13 to 15. Songkran (Thai
New Year).

Also known as the Water
Festival. Held during the driest
months in Thailand, Songkran is
celebrated by Thais throughout
the country by pouring – tradition-
ally only a little, but these days a
lot – of water on other people to
wish them good luck for the New
Year.

During the three-day public
holiday, government offices,
banks and most businesses will
be closed.
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Wasted opportunity

Beach chair
discrimination

We spend our vacation (about 30
to 40 days) every year in Phuket.
We have always enjoyed our
stay very much.

I began to read, with hope that
faded quickly, the new Gover-
nor’s Letter in the March 3 Ga-
zette, in which he talked about the
stray dog problem in Phuket.

Not once did the Governor
mention the word “sterilization”,
which is surely the key to keep-
ing the stray dog population un-
der control.

Of course, this would re-
quire “responsibility”, which
seems to be a rare concept here.
I don’t understand why the au-
thorities don’t launch a campaign
to inform people that they must
ensure that their dogs are steril-
ized, as this would have a posi-
tive effect on the environment.

To not feed stray dogs
other than at the dog pound –
while this facility is not ready to
accept any more animals – is in-
humane as this would result in a
plethora of starved, sick animals
all over the island.

This is exactly what the
scene in Phuket was – before
various volunteer organizations
started to take the matter in hand
– when I first came on holiday
15 years ago and, apart from the
suffering of the innocent animals,
it also caused much distress
among foreign visitors.

Jemima Stone
Chalong

I read with a sinking heart the
naive sentiments expressed by
Waranya Nawaluck (Phuket
Gazette, March 3-9). Yes, many
people showed kindness, sympa-
thy and love after the tsunami
struck in 2004. Sadly, many
people also used it as an excuse
to be corrupt.

Yes, there is a tsunami
warning system in place;
whether it works when needed
is another matter. It would be a
pretty futile scramble for people
on Patong Beach to escape as the
beach road is once more being
used to park scores of motor-
bikes. Greed is definitely thriving
in Phuket these days.

Shortly after the tsunami an
unusually forward-thinking Thai
official dared to say that the tsu-
nami should be regarded as an
auspicious opportunity to take a
break from the relentless devel-
opment of the island and to con-
sider whether things could be
done in a better way – to pre-
serve nature and ensure that
Phuket remained a beautiful
place for people to live in and to
visit.

This clearly didn’t happen;
excavators and cement trucks
were busy destroying the envi-
ronment again very soon after-
ward.

Many of us are now plan-
ning to leave, convinced that
Phuket is destined to become just
another suburb.

As trees disappear, the
chances of floods and landslides
increase, not to mention droughts
in dry season as conserving wa-
ter has not been made a priority.

Crime is rising, particularly
violent crime, and to drive on the

Immigration
express?

I read an article in the March 3-9
edition of the Gazette and chuck-
led at the statement, “The usual
30-40 seconds it usually takes per
person processing time.” It’s
more like four to five minutes!

I regularly travel from Hong
Kong to Phuket and the queues
at immigration are awful. I waited
one and a half hours on one oc-
casion. I now try to fly via
Bangkok, where they no longer
use cameras for immigration, as
this is so much faster.

Perhaps Phuket should look
at Singapore, where it takes about
10 seconds to clear through im-
migration.

Frustrated traveler
Phuket

Last year at Kata Beach
we rented beach chairs at 100
baht a day and had them every
morning on the beach. This year,
not only was the price 200 baht a
day, but we were not able to rent
any chairs for all of February.

Every morning when all the
chairs were still available, two
beach chair renters at Kata re-
fused to rent them to us, telling
us they were already booked.
When we said we also would like
to book them, their reply was,
“We don’t take any reservations.”

We suspect that travel
agencies have an agreement with
the renters to reserve the beach
chairs for their clients.

I spoke to some German
and Italian people about this and
they have had the same problem
we’ve had. If our suspicions are
correct it would be not such a
democratic way to behave and
very discriminating.

Gianna
Milano, Italy

Phuket is not the
paradise it once was

now “better” roads of Phuket too
often means flirting with death.

Helen Browne
Rawai

A snip in time…

As pointed out by Phuket Tourist Association Vice-President Panu
Maswongsa in this week’s Inside Story, for many hotel operators,
Phuket’s high season for tourism has effectively shrunk to just two
months due to oversupply in just about every segment (see pages
4-5).

It makes sense to attract more tourists during the low season to
redress the imbalance, but the extent to which we can expect to see
healthy occupancy rates in July and August will remain limited by
factors over which we have little control, such as the timing of the
seasons in the mid-northern hemisphere.

However, where we do have some collective ability to control
the attractiveness of the island to potential tourists, we tend to fail –
often miserably.

The declining state of the environment that sustains our tourism
industry remains the primary example, with the worst-yet incidence
of “red tide” algae blooms along many west coast beaches being the
latest warning bell that has been almost completely ignored by the
authorities.

This is poor decision making at its worst, as here in Phuket the
environment is the crux of our appeal – sun, sea, sand and sky, as our
tourism talking heads are so quick to point out, are what make Phuket
attractive.

With the right leadership, Phuket could become “the next
Singapore”, and much more.

It has now been demonstrated that we can expect little help
from the current interim Cabinet, so we are left to hope that the next
elected government will finally show initiative and take real steps to
help ensure that the island’s 32,000-plus hotel rooms do more than sit
empty for most of the year.

Part of this would involve continuing decentralization, as man-
dated under the now-abrogated 1997 constitution, to allow decisions
about the island’s future to be made by residents of Phuket, not bu-
reaucrats in Bangkok.

In this way, our tax money could be channeled directly into
areas where it is badly needed – such as education, environmental
protection and better law enforcement – and not squandered on cor-
ruption-ridden mega-projects elsewhere in the country.

With the right measure of self-governance, Phuket residents
could then decide for themselves how to take measures to ensure
that our island develops a year-round tourism market.

Whether this means eliminating or re-regulating bar-closing times
or allowing casinos to operate, it would become our prerogative, and
our chance.
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What’s in a name? Fear

Where is Rawai’s water?

Arrested and held for mur-
der – and later released,

Ram Yangyuen is one of
four people in Thailand with
that name, one of them is a
murder suspect. K. Ram
feels he was an easy target
for police officers trying to
close the case. He speaks
out about his ordeal, the col-
lapse of his confidence in the
abilities of the Thai police
and his concern that his rep-
utation may have been irrep-
arably damaged.

FIRST
PERSON

I’ve had this name since I
was born and I never knew
that other people had the
same name. On February 21

I received a phone call from
someone asking me if I was Ram
Yangyuen and if I was at home.
It was as if someone was check-
ing up on me.

About 6 pm that evening, I
was standing in front of my home
and three policemen from the
Phuket City Police Station drove
up, got out of their car and asked
me the same question, “Are you
Ram Yangyuen?” I said “Yes”,
and they asked me to show them
my identification card.

When I showed it to them,
one of the policemen put hand-
cuffs on me and showed me a
warrant for my arrest issued in
Bangkok. The charge was mur-
der.

I was confused and fright-
ened. I asked them, “Are you
sure? Did you check to see if it
was correct? Are you sure no-
body else has the same name?”
I told them I had not murdered
anyone.

The police said the warrant
was correct and they were con-
fident I was the person the
Bangkok police wanted, that they
had checked the name and ID
number. They said they must do
their duty.

I read the arrest warrant
and it said that I was a suspect in
the killing of a man 10 years ago
at a factory in Bangkok.

The police took me to the
Phuket City Police Station and left
me in a cell. The next day at 2
pm, police from Wat Prayakrai
Police Station in Bangkok came
and drove me to Bangkok. While
I was in the car a policeman told
me, “We are not sure if you killed

the victim or not, but we must do
our duty.”

We arrived in Bangkok
about 3 am and they left me in
cell at Wat Prayakrai Police Sta-
tion.

My mother came to Bang-
kok and found a lawyer to help
me. They came to the police sta-
tion to bail me out with a two-
million-baht bail bond, but the po-
lice refused to release me. The
next morning I went to court, as
police can’t hold anyone for more
than 48 hours without a hearing.

In court I denied the charg-
es, but the judge gave the police
permission to hold me for five
days and refused bail for my re-
lease as I had been charged with

a capital offense. After that, the
police took me back to the sta-
tion and put me in a cell.

The next morning, February
23, a witness of the murder came
and looked at me and told the po-
lice, “He’s not the one, the mur-
derer was shorter and looked dif-
ferent from this man.” Finally, the
police released me. They told me,
“Police follow the law and their
duty.” That’s all they said to me.

Later though, they called my
mother and said they were sorry,
and again that “police have to
follow the law and their respon-
sibility.”

I don’t know who or which
organization made this mistake,
but I have lost my confidence in

police and police work.
If this problem had hap-

pened with someone who had
nothing and didn’t know anything
about the law, they could still be
in jail. These days I am not so sure
that people who are arrested are
the real suspects. Are the police
really sure?

One thing I remember the
police saying was “Maybe the day
you killed that man you were
drunk and you did it without even
knowing it.” How can they say
that? I am a Phuket person, I was
born here. I have never lived in
Bangkok, I couldn’t even drive to
Bangkok if I wanted to. I don’t
know the way. Sometimes I go
to Bangkok to buy materials for

my business, but a friend drives
me there.

I was very surprised to find
out later that the police had a pho-
tograph of the real suspect be-
fore they came to arrest me. So
why did they come to arrest me?
Even worse, a policeman who
followed up on this case came to
talk to me after I was released
and told me “the real suspect is
from Petchaboon, police went
there to arrest him, but couldn’t
find him.”

My mother told me police
do this, arrest someone with the
same name, then they can close
the case. I am 32 years old and
the real suspect is 30, I think that’s
why they chose to arrest me – I
am about the same age.

At the moment I don’t
know how much impact this will
have on my life. Can the police
give me my three days back, can
they make people trust me again?

My mother cried and was
so worried and the rest of my
family was very upset too. My
mother had to spend 30,000 to
40,000 baht to help me.

I don’t want money or any-
thing, I just want this type of case
to never happen again to anyone.
I don’t want anyone to be a
scapegoat.

The police should not only
want to close a case. Police
should behave like normal peo-
ple and have honor. They should
not be able to just say that they
“have to do their duty”. How can
people trust the police are their
friends? Deep in people’s hearts,
they know they can’t trust them.

I will not change my name
because I do things the right way
– so I have no reason to change
it. – Compiled by

Supanun Supawong

I have been “supplied” by the
Phuket Provincial Water Supply
(PPWS) for nearly a year, and it
seems they deliberately turn off
the water supply after four or five
days to prevent their customers
from starting to rely on it.

After all, if their customers
started to believe that they had
any kind of “right” to receive
municipal water, they would start
to complain when they didn’t get
it and the phone at the PPWS
would be ringing off the hook.

Also, what would all the
shops that sell those huge blue
plastic water tanks do? Not to
mention the water pump suppli-
ers, well diggers, water tanker
operators and so on.

I used to call the PPWS and
complain every time the water
stopped flowing, and I was con-
sistently told it was because of
the roadworks in Phuket.

But where I live in Rawai
the roadworks were finished
months ago, so it can no longer
be blamed on the backhoe opera-

tors constantly digging up the
water main.

I have kept log of when I
have and have not received wa-
ter. Bwetween January 16 and
February 28 there was no munici-
pal water at all for 22 out of 44
days. I wonder what the situa-
tion will be like at the end of the
dry season?

I am very pleased to report
that the municipal water supply
was restored this morning.

I suppose it is just a coinci-
dence, perhaps one of the engi-
neers popped over to the pump-
ing station and noticed that the big
valve labeled “Rawai” was in the
“Off” position.

Roger
Rawai

Sayan Wareearoonroj, Mana-
ger of Phuket Provincial Wa-
ter Supply (PPWS), replies:

This problem still occurs
because roadworks are still be-
ing carried out on Chao Fa West
Rd on the way to Rawai. Many
water-supply pipes are broken
because the pipes are next to the
road. When the contractor uses
heavy machinery for digging, they
frequently break the pipes.

Sometimes when we stop
the water supply to repair a bro-
ken pipe and then we return pres-
sure again, we find that the pipes
are broken elsewhere.

If you want to have enough
water, you should save some in
tanks until the roadworks are
complete in about two months.

Want to know how to get some-
thing done? Can’t understand
some of the dafter things that
seem to go on in Phuket?

Write to: The Phuket Ga-

zette, 367/2 Yaowarat Rd, Muang, Phuket 83000. Fax 076-
213971, or submit your issue at www.phuketgazette.net

ANSWERS
&Issues&

Are red plate
restrictions

still in force?
I have heard conflicting reports
about whether restrictions on ve-
hicles with red license plates have
been lifted or at least changed.

May I drive at night? May I
leave the province it is registered
in? I was stopped on Silom Rd
last night. I really need my car,
so what are the rules?

Bo Melin
Bangkok

Charot Klinmanee, Chief of
the Registration Department
at the Phuket Provincial
Transport Office, replies:

Cars with red license plates
may be freely driven on public
roads from sunrise to sunset.
They may not be driven on the
road from sunset to sunrise un-
less the registered owner of the
car has been issued a permit by
the PPTO specifying the date and

time the car is allowed to be
driven at night.

For a car that has red li-
cense plates that were issued di-
rectly to the owner by the local
Provincial Transport Office, the
owner can apply to the Provin-
cial Transport Office where the
car was registered for a permit
to travel out of that province.

For a car that has red li-
cense plates fitted by a private
company, say a dealership, the
owner must ask the company
that sold the car to apply to the
local Provincial Transport Of-
fice for the permit to allow the
car to be driven in other prov-
inces.

To drive a car with red
plates out of the province it was
registered in and at night, the reg-
istered owner must first be issued
a separate permit to do each.
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In The Stars

PISCES (February 20-March
20): If you are celebrating a birth-
day this week you can look for-
ward to the dream of a lifetime
coming true during the year
ahead. Profit you make between
now and the end of March may
seem like a drop in the ocean, but
it is a positive sign of gains to
come. You are on the right track
toward financial success. Wear
the color cucumber green to avoid
losing your cool.

ARIES (March 21-April 20): You
are about to discover that what
goes around comes around. If
you behaved in an honest, altru-
istic way last month, rewards are
in store. If you are still waiting
for your soul mate to breeze into

your life, you should be pleasantly
surprised this week. If you’re al-
ready in a serious relationship,
prepare to discover new horizons
with your partner. Positive visu-
alization can help to improve your
situation at work.

TAURUS (April 21-May 21):
There appears to be much change
in your life. If you are having last
minute doubts regarding a deci-
sion you made last month, you will
be reassured by results this week.
Hard work lies ahead during the
coming weeks, but you can look
forward to rest and relaxation
when that’s behind you. Remem-
ber your New Year’s resolutions
when someone tries to put pres-
sure on you to do extra work.

GEMINI (May 22-June 21): As
long as you can avoid feeling re-
sponsible for a problem of some-
one else’s making, smooth sail-
ing is indicated until the end of
the month. Family matters will
require delicate handling, particu-
larly this weekend when a rela-
tion turns up out of the blue. Your
tactful charm should dissolve any
tension. Romance becomes bit-
tersweet when you learn some-
thing midweek. The number 7
can bring luck on Thursday.

CANCER (June 22-July 23): Be-
ing content with what you have
remains a challenge, but you will
become alert to the fact that the
grass on the other side is actually
browner. If you are going through

a period of drought in the area of
romance, try focusing on other
areas of life that can bring satis-
faction. A Scorpio is about to
present a business proposition
that could tickle your fancy.
Wearing the color lime green will
encourages sharper zest for life.

LEO (July 24-August 22): A busi-
ness venture might not be prov-
ing to be the roaring success that
you’d imagined, but will certainly
bring more riches later in the year.
In the meantime, you should set
your sights a little lower in order
not to suffer further disappoint-
ment. Love is in the air if you’re
single; a Libra could turn out to
be the partner of your dreams.
The number 4 can bring luck on
Monday.

VIRGO (August 23-September
23): As long as a certain Taurean
is blowing hot and cold, you are
advised to forget any chance of

setting sail on the sea of romance.
You are advised to direct your en-
ergy toward work-related issues
or risk missing the boat. A Libra
is poised to take advantage of
business opportunities that you
are missing. A dream you have
this weekend can provide clues
regarding a financial problem.
The color sandstone will encour-
age more practical thinking.

LIBRA (September 24-October
23): Your money-making skills are
particularly sharp from now until
the end of the month, so use them
wisely. An investment opportu-
nity you learn of early next week
is not as golden as a Pisces would
have you believe, but a Leo is
about to come up with a profit-
able offer. Where romance is
concerned, flirtation could lead
you up the jungle path this Sun-
day. Keep things light-hearted
and all will be well.

SCORPIO (October 24-Novem-
ber 22): Renewed energy means
that you are able to achieve more
than usual this week. Don’t ex-
pect that those close to you will
be on the same wavelength, how-

In my opening article I’d like
to look at a recent “health
scare” that has raised its
ugly head on the island – the

incidence of Legionnaires’ dis-
ease in Patong.

The six tourists from two
hotels on Phuket who were re-
ported as having contracted Le-
gionnaires’ disease have, on the
whole, been thoroughly unlucky
to have fallen ill.

The bacterium that causes
it is ubiquitous. It is everywhere.
In fact, many of you reading this
article will have come into con-
tact with it and have been just
fine.

Legionellosis is caused by a
rod-shaped bacterium of which
there are at least 46 species and
70 serogroups (minor differenc-
es between species). The vast
majority of illnesses are caused
by Legionella pneumophila.

The bacterium was so nam-
ed after the 1976 convention of
the American Legion in Philadel-
phia. Many staying in the hotel
fell ill with the disease and, of the
eventual 182 cases, there were
29 deaths.

This was followed by one
of the most frustrating investiga-
tions that the Centers for Disease
Control had experienced as they
tracked down this strange, ap-
parently new, killer.

It was terribly difficult to
isolate, but was eventually found

in biofilm “scum” along the edg-
es of the hotel’s cooling tower,
actively pumping Legionella or-
ganisms into the rooms.

As time went on, it be-
came clear that there were two
forms of the disease. Pontiac
fever is a milder form and has
an incubation of up to 48 hours.
Flu-like symptoms, but no deaths
are associated with
it.

Legionnaires’
disease (LD), on the
other hand, has an
incubation period of
anywhere from two
to 16 days before
loss of appetite, fever, headache
and lethargy kick in.

Myalgia (muscle pain), di-
arrhea and confusion may then
occur along with a frequently pro-
ductive cough containing blood-
streaked phlegm in about 30% of
patients.

If you’re unfortunate, you’ll

progress rapidly to steadily wors-
ening pneumonia, respiratory fail-
ure, shock and multi-organ fail-
ure.

Depending on a number of
factors – such as if you are im-
muno-suppressed (organ trans-
plant or HIV), a smoker, a heavy
drinker, over 50 or not diagnosed
sufficiently quickly – death rate

can be as high as
40% to 80%. If
things are working
out for you, that
drops down to 5%
to 30%, which is
still a pretty signifi-
cant problem. Ei-

ther way, antibiotic treatment is
essential. There is no vaccine
available.

So how does Legionella
manage this? As it turns out, com-
pletely by accident. The natural
host for the causative agent, L.
pneumophila, is several species
of amoeba, those single cell pro-

teins you might remember from
biology lessons at school.

Amoebas are found every-
where conditions are damp and
between 20ºC and 50ºC, such as:
wells, humidifiers, hot and cold
water systems, taps, large air-
conditioning systems, cooling
towers, whirlpool spas, showers,
sediment and soil. Even carbon-
based water purification systems
are not free from risk.

All you have to do as the
unsuspecting host is inhale some
of these bacteria-containing
amoeba or the bacteria them-
selves via aerosol droplets, and
this can happen just by drinking a
glass of water.

Once in your lungs, L.
pneumophila invades your mac-
rophages. These are the immune
cells that normally engulf and
destroy foreign material. Unfor-
tunately for us, these bacteria
think the macrophage is just an-
other amoeba.

In the words of Professor
Bill Keevil of Southampton
University in the UK, “We’ve
got videos showing infected
[macrophage] cells. They look
like balloons full of worms. One
bacterium can go into a host cell
and then replicate into several
hundred. The whole host cell
becomes a seething mass and
explodes.” This is why you get
ill.

While cases do crop up, they
tend to be from three to 20 peo-
ple per million of population, de-
pending on what country you’re
in, which is amazingly low con-
sidering how widely spread the
bacteria are.

Regular cleaning of air-
conditioning systems and spas
with antiseptics and other mea-
sures such as the use of UV to
destroy the bacteria are all it
really takes to make a differ-
ence.

That said, considering that
the amoeba and thus the bacte-
ria are everywhere, you still have
to be pretty unlucky to catch Le-
gionnaires’ disease.

George Robbie holds a Master’s
and Diploma from the London
School of Hygiene and Tropi-
cal Medicine. A UK-qualified
teacher, he provides science
home schooling in Phuket. You
can email him at homescience
@gmail.com

LEGIONELLA:
Lurking menace

HEALTH
MATTERS
By George Robbie
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by Isla Star

TSOWNDINGS
By S. TSOW

ever. The slower pace of an
Aquarian in particular could cause
you to become irritated on Mon-
day and Tuesday. Bargain hunt-
ing this weekend pays off, but will
probably mean that you have to
cut back on spending until the end
of the month.

SAGITTARIUS (November 23-
December 21): The stars are
shining on your attempts to re-
kindle a recently-ended relation-
ship, but you will need to lose a
bad habit in order for it to work
the second time around. If you
are prepared to admit that you’re
not perfect, it will help you to suc-
ceed in all areas of life. A swings
and roundabouts scenario in the
world of business causes frustra-
tion on Wednesday, but interven-
tion by a tactful Leo calms the
situation.

CAPRICORN (December 22-
January 20): Trying to fit into

someone else’s world too much
can only bring heartache.
Capricorns who know deep down
that a liaison isn’t bringing you the
happiness you seek are advised
to take a realistic look at this re-
lationship. The heat builds up in
an ongoing business dispute and
matters should come to a head
by the end of the month. The
number 6 can bring good fortune
on Tuesday.

AQUARIUS (January 21-Febru-
ary 19): A change of career is
forecast for many of you brave
enough to jump in feet first. Fi-
nancial success is highlighted for
you to undertake new endeavors
within the coming days. A family
disagreement can only be dis-
solved by your honest approach;
if you’ve made a mistake, now is
the time to face up to it. Sunday
is the most auspicious day for in-
stigating discussions. Wear a
piece of jade to cultivate wisdom.

Life on this planet is go-
ing downhill fast. We’re
getting more and more
lethal diseases – AIDS,

SARS and bird flu [and Legion-
ella – see facing page. Ed].

We’ve got earthquakes,
hurricanes and typhoons. We’ve
got global warming and climate
change. And of course there are
always the wars, ethnic cleans-
ings and terrorist attacks.

What can the average help-
less human do to improve this situ-
ation? As individuals, we can’t do
much.

But there’s one thing we can
do. We can name hurricanes.

Yes! A few years ago, they
ran through all the names on the
alphabetical list for hurricanes
and had to revert to the Greek
alphabet. That was bad news for
those of us who don’t read Greek.

A UN organization called
the World Meteorological Orga-
nization (WMO) is in charge of
naming hurricanes. They make up
a new list for each year, and re-
cycle them every six years. The
lists are in alphabetical order,
skipping Q, U, X, Y and Z. That
gives us 21 names available each
year. For instance, one year the
name of the first hurricane was
Arlene. The next year it was
Alberto.

There are two problems
here. One: not enough names.
Two: many of the names are

dorky. We may not be able to save
the planet, but it is incumbent upon
every human being to join a
world-wide campaign to give ev-
ery hurricane a non-dorky name.

One year we had hurricanes
with names like Dennis, Emily and
Ophelia. We can do better than
that. If I were a hurricane, and
they named me Ophelia, I’d be
so mad I’d wipe out everything
south of Kansas City.

There is also the matter of
omitting names beginning with Q,
U, X, Y and Z. The WMO could
have used names like Quasimodo
(the hunchback of Notre Dame),
Ulysses, Xantippe (the shrewish
wife of Socrates), Yorick and
Zorro. Or they could have made
up names like Querulosa, Uga-

booga, Xenophobia, Yadayadaya-
da and Zygote.

The WMO also names ty-
phoons. Since typhoons occur in
Asia, they give them Asian
names. But here I’m talking only
about hurricanes.

I believe that hurricanes
(and maybe also typhoons) should
be named after the bad guys ’n’
gals of history and mythology.
Hurricanes are bad, right? So
they should be named after emi-
nent villains and villainesses. If
we grant them this token of re-
spect, that may mollify their
wrath. They might reciprocate by
politely veering back out to sea.

Here’s an alphabetical list
of hurricane names I recommend
to the WMO. I add explanatory
notes for names that may be ob-
scure, and also alternatives for
names that may be politically in-
correct. I have no names for U,
W, X and Y – maybe readers can
offer suggestions.

Attila, the famous Hun; al-
ternately, Ayman [al-Zawahiri],
al-Qaeda’s No 2 nasty; or Ahri-
man, the Zoroastrian name for
the devil.

Beelzebub, or Belial, both
names for the devil; alternately,

Bill O’Reilly, an obnoxious an-
chorman on Fox News who might
also be the devil.

Caiaphas, who presided at
Jesus’s trial; Circe, the witch in
the Odyssey who turned men into
pigs; Cheney – as in Dick.

Dracula, alternately, Deli-
lah, who betrayed Samson;
Devadatta, who opposed the
Buddha; Duryodhana, the villain
of the Mahabharata.

Eichmann.
Frankenstein.
Genghis Khan.
Herod, who tried to kill the

infant Jesus; Herodias, his wick-
ed wife; Hades, the Greek god
of the underworld; Hitler.

Ivan the Terrible, a Russian
tsar; Iscariot, surname of
Jesus’s betrayer; Iblis, an evil
spirit in Islam; Imtiaz.

Judas, Jesus’s betrayer; or
Jezebel, the foe of Elijah).

Kamsa, who tried to kill the
infant Krishna.

Loki, the Norse god of mis-
chief; Lilith, a demoness.

Moloch, ancient Semitic
deity to whom children were sac-
rificed.

Nero, the Roman emperor
who persecuted the Christians.

Name that hurricane
Osama. Alternately, Onan,

the inventor of masturbation – see
Genesis 38:7-10.

Note: Onan’s status as a
bad guy has been seriously ques-
tioned, especially by teenage
boys.

Pilate, who sentenced
Jesus to death; Pol Pot.

Ravana, villain of the Ra-
mayana; Rudra ,  the Vedic
storm god; Rasputin; Rums-
feld.

Satan. Alternately, Stalin;
Saddam; Salome, who demand-
ed, and got, the head of John the
Baptist on a plate; Surpanakha,
demon sister of Ravana in the
Ramayana.

Torquemada, of the Span-
ish Inquisition.

Vader, after Darth, of Star
Wars fame.

And finally, one of the ma-
jor monsters of contemporary
times and a one-man human hor-
ror show: Zarqawi (as in Abu
Musab al-).

S. Tsow can be flamed at stsow
@yahoo.com, except when he’s
trying to convince the WMO that
“S” and “Tsow” are not good
names for bad hurricanes.
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UPSs: Saving graceCOMPUTER
KHUN WOODY’S

When he isn’t writing computer
books and magazine and news-
letter articles, Woody Leonhard
(woody@khunwoody.com, www.
askwoody.com) runs Khun Woo-
dy’s Bakery and the Sandwich
Shoppe in Patong.

Reader Leon dropped
me a line the other day,
with a cautionary tale
that bears repeating:

“Several days ago my Phillips 42-
inch plasma TV video went out.
Dead. The power light came on,
audio worked fine, but the video
was totally black.

“I talked to the local Phil-
lips factory rep, who said that it
was due to failure of a video pow-
er supply component, which in
turn is due to the poor power sup-
ply we have here on Phuket.

“Low voltages (brown-
outs), fluctuations, spikes and
unexpected power cuts take their
toll. He said an uninterruptable
power supply (UPS) would have
been very good insurance. Pity
the dealer never mentioned that.
Of course this happened exactly
nine days after the one-year war-
ranty expired.

“The factory repair shop
fixed the TV, but the repairs cost
13,000 baht. Moral of the story:
if you have expensive electron-
ics of any kind, spend the extra
money and always use a UPS.”

Leon, I feel your pain. I sur-
vived an unexpected power out-
age at the shop the other day – a
construction company cut the

power and didn’t bother to warn
anybody. When the electricity fi-
nally came back on, my cheap,
locally-made UPS turned belly-
up. Fortunately, the computers
weren’t damaged, but the six-
month-old UPS just kept squeal-
ing.

TOO MUCH HASSLE

The UPS was still under warranty
but the company that sold me the
UPS wasn’t much help. After a
lot of time and effort, they finally
said they’d fix the box, but I had
to pay to ship it to Bangkok and
back.

In the end, it wasn’t worth
the hassle.

When you go to buy a UPS
in Phuket, here’s what you need
to know.

The kind of UPS you com-
monly see contain sealed, lead-
acid batteries that charge when
they’re plugged into the wall and
the power is working.

When the power turns dicey
– too high, too low or completely
nonexistent – the UPS kicks in
and provides a smooth, steady
current.

A UPS’s battery wears out
in three to five years, and the
conditions in Phuket (heat, humid-
ity, unpredictable power) dramat-
ically shorten battery life.

You should use a UPS for
all of your expensive, sensitive
electronics: computers, modems,
routers, TVs, stereos, game con-
soles and the like.

On the other hand, there’s
no need to plug a power “brick”
into a UPS unless you need to
supply power continuously to the
brick. So, for example, you
shouldn’t plan on plugging your
laptop or camera battery charg-
er into a UPS.

You should never plug a
printer into a UPS: printers draw
too much power, shorten the life
of the UPS, and they aren’t that
critical anyway.

UPSs have Volt-Amp (VA)
and wattage ratings, and you have
to pick a UPS that’s powerful
enough to handle both the VA and
the wattage draw of whatever
you’re trying to run.

If you’re protecting a TV,
home-theater system or Nin-
tendo, the lowest-power UPS
available will work fine.

But if you’re working with
a good-sized computer, you have
to make sure the UPS you buy
can stand the load. It’s almost im-
possible to look at a computer sys-
tem these days and tell for sure
what VA rating it requires.

For help on sizing a UPS for
computer systems, there’s a cal-
culator (that consistently over-es-
timates) available at www.apcc.
com/template/size/apc/index.
cfm.

CHEAPO

I’ve learned the hard way that
cheap UPSs, particularly in
Thailand, are just that – cheap.
Anybody with a soldering iron,
battery and a rag-tag collection
of parts can throw together
something and call it a UPS. It
might even work for a few
months.

I’m sure there are excellent,
consistently reliable locally-pro-
duced UPSs out there some-
where, but for the life of me, I
haven’t bumped into any of them.

Personally, I stick with APC
brand UPSs. I used to schlep them
all the way from Bangkok, but
recently discovered two places in
Phuket that sell APC.

These are Data Business
Computer & Communication on
Hongyok Utis Rd (Tel: 076-
356191; expressphuket@yahoo.
com) and Super Cheap on Thep-
krasattri Rd (Tel: 076-216791,
076-216287, info@supercheap
phuket.com).

ARE YOU
HOT?

Here are just some of the
absolutely free Wi-Fi access
hotspots on the island.

Valhalla V-Plaza, Soi Sun-
set, Patong. 256/512 kbps.
Available 24/7.

Aqua Restaurant and Bar,
Paradise Complex, Patong.
512K ADSL, 8:30 am to 4
am.

Watermark Bar Restaurant,
at Boat Lagoon. Leased-line
broadband. 10am-10pm
daily.

Dusit Laguna Resort. Free
Wi-Fi in all public areas. TOT
leased-line broadband. 24/
7.

Cape Panwa Hotel. Free
Wi-Fi in all public areas.
ADSL speed. 24/7

Sandwich Shoppe, off Rat-
U-thit 200 Pi Rd, Patong.
ADSL speed. 24/7.

Lady Pie, 120/6 Srisoontorn
Rd, Cherng Talay. 250kbps
via TOT. Monday to Satur-
day, 8.30 am-6.30pm; Sun-
day, 10am-6.30pm.

Are you hot and free? Let
readers know. Email Woody
an invitation at woody@
khunwoody.com



March 17 - 23, 2007 P H U K E T  G A Z E T T E 33



B U S I N E S S &  M O N E Y34 P H U K E T  G A Z E T T E March 17 - 23, 2007

By Chris Husted

ON THE MOVE

Devie Eviandhin, from Indo-
nesia, has been appointed Spa
Manager of Le Royal Meridien
Phuket Yacht Club. She has a
degree in Hotel and Tourism
from the Academy Pariwisata in
Indonesia and five years of spa
experience. Ms Eviandhin work-
ed as the Director of Asian Wind
Spas; Consultant for Le Meridi-
en Angkor, Cambodia; Leisure
Manager for Conrad Phuket
Resort & Spa; Assistant Leisure
Manager for Hilton Phuket Ar-
cadia Resort & Spa; and Spa
Manager of The Royal Coco
Palm Resort in Khao Lak.

Pisarn Techajindawong,
from Bangkok, has been
appointed Public Relations
Manager at Club Anda-
man Beach Resort. He
has a degree from the fac-
ulty of Science from King
Mongkut’s University of
Technology, Thonburi. K.
Pisarn worked as the
Marketing Manager at T.
Charoen Recycle Import
and Export Co Ltd in
Bangkok, and as the Sales
and Marketing Manager at
Rocky Trading Group Co
Ltd in Bangkok.

Jirasak Plisadangbutr,
from Bangkok, has been
appointed Director of Food
and Beverage of Club An-
daman Group. He graduat-
ed with a master’s degree
from the faculty of Market-
ing Management and a de-
gree from the faculty of
Liberal Arts from Phuket
Rajabhat University. He
has worked as the restau-
rant manager of Dusit La-
guna Resort, Phuket, and
general manager at the It’s
Alive Seafood and Restau-
rant in Patong.

SURIN BEACH: Through a deal
financed by international finance
powerhouse Lehman Brothers,
Destination Properties has bought
the Surin Beach Resort for an un-
disclosed amount.

Although the deal has been
branded a “confidential transac-
tion”, Destination Properties have
confirmed that 150 million baht
will be spent on renovating all the
resort’s 256 deluxe studios and
suites as well as the public areas,
lobby and restaurant facilities.

The resort will be rebranded
with an international hotel opera-
tor to be named in the coming
months.

Amante C. Amante Jr, Des-
tination Properties’ Director of
Corporate Communications, told
the Gazette, “Destination Prop-
erties is currently in talks with an
international hotel management
chain. This will be announced
soon. Surin Beach Resort will be
the only internationally-branded,
four-star resort in the area of
Surin.”

He confirmed that, as with
sister property Ramada Resort
Karon Beach, also owned by
Destination Properties, the Surin
Beach Resort will take on a
strong family focus.

In addition to a supervised
children’s club with playground
and organized children’s activities,

Surin Beach Resort quietly sold

the resort will have a children’s
pool and water slides.

The resort will also feature
a minimart, a business center, a
foreign exchange center, a gift
shop, a laundry and dry cleaning

service and 24-hour security.
Gary Murray, CEO of Des-

tination Properties, said, “Surin
Beach Resort has great potential
to be renovated and repositioned
as one of the nicest four-star in-

ternationally-branded hotels in
Phuket.

“Surin Beach Resort is ide-
ally located directly fronting Surin
Beach and adjacent to the Twin
Palms Resort and only five min-
utes away from Amanpuri and
the Chedi Phuket.

“We are in the company of
some of Phuket’s finest five-star
properties. The renovated and
rebranded Surin Beach Resort
will provide guests with great
four-star accommodation. ”

Surin Beach Resort will
stay open during the renova-
tions, which are expected to be
completed before the end of the
year.

In addition to the ALiLA
Phuket Resort, Destination Prop-
erties owns the Hilton Hua Hin
Resort and Spa and the Shambala
Villas Samui, and is developing
the Doubletree by Hilton Golf Re-
sort & Spa near Sriracha, to be
managed by Hilton International
and opening early next year.

NEW DESTINATION: Surin Beach Resort is to be renovated and rebranded.

p u l l e e e a z e !

If you have a radio,
don’t take it to the beach!

Source: Phuket Provincial Business Development Office.

VITAL STATISTICS:
Company registrations crash to post-tsunami levels

Type Feb 2005 Feb 2006 Feb 2007 % change

2006-2007

Limited company registrations 87 205 96 -53

Limited partnership registrations 28 24 26 8

Limited companies restructured 211 302 321 6

Limited partnerships restructured 38 31 30 -3

Companies deregistered 9 11 20 81

Partnerships deregistered 9 10 9 -10
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Anatomy of a ‘correction’

TALKS
MONEY

By Richard Watson

The turmoil in financial
markets started on Feb-
ruary 27 in China with
the stock market, as

measured by the Shanghai Com-
posite Index, falling by almost its
daily regulatory limit of 10%.

Many other markets fol-
lowed suit; Asia then Europe and
the US as the day continued.

The Chinese fall was widely
ascribed to rumors that the gov-
ernment was about to implement
substantial capital tax gains on
stock market profits.

This was certainly the trig-
ger point, but as
Qing Wing, a se-
nior currency ana-
lyst with Bank of
America, correctly
stated, the Chi-
nese Market was
substantially “over
bought”.

It is worth
remembering that
the Shanghai Com-
posite Stock Index
rose by 130% in
2006 and was con-
tinuing its surge
into 2007.

Certainly, the Chinese
economy is growing rapidly, and
official figures for Gross Domes-
tic Product (GDP) growth for
2006 are stated as 10.7%, which
is “boom” territory.

There is a dichotomy be-
tween stock market performance
and real economic growth, and
when financial markets over-
reach themselves there is always
a day of reckoning.

It is not simply a matter of
what goes up must come down,
but rather that asset prices that
reach irrational levels will return
to reality.

This can be a painful pro-
cess as often the pendulum

swings too far in the opposite di-
rection before reaching an ap-
proximation of fair value.

The comment on CNBC’s
Europe Today by Bob Parker,
the deputy Chairman of Credit
Suisse Asset Management, that
they believe that China’s GDP
growth in 2007 will still be in the
region of 8% to 10% reflects an
economy growing at an blister-
ing pace.

By coincidence, I had a dis-
cussion six days before the Chi-
nese correction with a reader
who is heavily invested in that

market. My ad-
vice was caution.
Unfortunately, in-
vestors who have
made substantial
profits in these ar-
eas are reluctant
to sell. It is an old
human emotion
and greed over-
whelms fear even
though markets of-
ten change 180 de-
grees in a very
short period of
time.

The drop in the Chinese mar-
ket has only one factor that pro-
voked the wider sell-off. Initially,
it appeared that the tail was wag-
ging the dog with China setting
the world stock pace instead of
Europe and the US, which would
have been a historical first.

Other factors included a
speech made by Alan Greenspan,
the recently retired Chairman of
the US Federal Reserve, in which
he said the US could move into a
recession later this year.

Also on February 26, the
report on durable goods orders for
the US economy for January 2007
were announced, reflecting a drop
of 9%, much worse than ex-
pected.

This was also accompanied
by gloomy residential housing
market data and a downward re-
vision of US GDP for the last
quarter of 2006 from an annual-
ized rate of 3.5% to 2.2%.

Greenspan realized the mar-
ket had overreacted to his com-
ments and by midweek issued a
statement of a recession for the
US late in 2007 to “possible” from
“probable”. Other district gover-
nors of the US Federal Reserve
also issued statements frequently
citing only a 20% chance of re-
cession in 2007.

Ben Benanke, the current
Chairman of the US Federal Re-
serve, weighed in with more re-
assuring comments, even foresee-
ing an increase in US economic
growth by mid 2007.

Greenspan also stated that

it was impossible to
be certain about
anything in the
economy so many
months into the fu-
ture. Economics is
only an exact sci-
ence with the benefit
of hindsight.

Globally stock
markets had, almost
without exception,
recorded substantial
gains from mid-2006
almost to the end of
February 2007, with
many reaching
record highs.

The cost of
“put options”, which
is basically portfolio
insurance against a
reversal in prices,
had reached ex-
tremely low levels.
Markets were sim-
ply overly-confident,
which is always a
dangerous sign.

During the same week, an-
nouncements were made on US
January personnel data showing
a 0.6% rise in the number of new
jobs, which was better than ex-
pected.

This was followed by bet-
ter-than-anticipated Institute of
Supply Management (ISM) data
figures that showed higher manu-
facturing output. Both of these
numbers helped to partially sta-
bilize the US market.

However, complacency and
confidence has been shaken,
which, although unpleasant, was
overdue. Markets are at their best
when there is a healthy balance
between greed and fear.

The first reversals in the
carry trade, an area that was re-
cently covered in this column,
came sharply to the foreground.

The “sell off” resulted in the
Japanese yen rising from 121/122
to the US dollar to 115, as lever-
aged debt, funded in borrowed
yen, was swiftly repaid.

Qing Wing pondered that it
might soon be time to sell yen
“short” as markets recover.

That will all depend on a
fairly rapid stabilization becoming
a reality, the vast majority of Yen
“carry trades” are still in evi-
dence. At some stage this will,
presumably, be reversed.

However, Japanese inflation
appears to be heading back to-
ward deflation. The chief econo-
mist of French banking group
BNP Paribas estimates that, by
Western economic accounting
measures, Japan is already expe-
riencing deflation at a rate of
0.4%.

The Japanese government,
unfortunately, as usual is far too
reluctant to make the necessary
adjustments to the economy. It is
a case of a well-managed corpo-
rate sector being impeded by a
poorly-managed government that
basically is out of touch with re-
ality, but the Japanese are not
unique in this area.

UPDATE: With reference to a
recent article on Close Private
Bank, the regional manager for
Asia will be available for meet-
ings at our office in Phuket on
March 23. His schedule is al-
ready rather full but we can pos-
sibly manage one or two more ap-
pointments. Anyone interested,
please contact me by telephone.

Richard Watson runs Global
Portfolios Co Ltd, a Phuket-
based personal financial-plan-
ning service. He can be reached
at Tel: 076-381997, Fax: 076-
383185, Mobile: 081-0814611.
Email: imm@loxinfo.co.th

The Chinese ‘correction’ rattled around the
world. Philippine share prices were among
those that plunged in recent weeks.

– EPA/Rolex dela Pena
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PATONG: This year’s league
party will be held at Piccadilly Bar
on Soi Kebsup March 20, start-
ing at 8 pm. Lots of good food
and prizes will be on offer.

Any bar owners wishing to
enter a team in the next league
should come to the party or con-
tact darts@phuketgazette.net for
more information.

March 6 results: Didi’s* 6 Off-
shore 3; Piccadilly* 5 Coyote Bar
4; Beach House 2 Dogs
Bollocks* 7. (* = winner of beer
leg)

Standings: 1. Piccadilly (32
pts.); 2. Queen Mary (25); 3.
Didi’s (24); 4. Dogs Bollocks
(23); 5. Offshore (19); 6. Coyote
Bar (17); 7. Valhalla (10); 8.
Beach House (9).

Piccadilly
celebrate

PATONG DARTS
LEAGUE

CHALONG: Robert Warnes on
his Platu Tua Lek won the Rac-
ing class in the first race of the
Ao Chalong Yacht Club (ACYC)
Keelboat and Multihull Race Se-
ries 2007 on March 11.

Warnes, better known for
organizing sailing across the bay
at Phuket Yacht Club at Ao Yon,
was also awarded the Image Asia
Encouragement Award for his
continuing support in youth sail-
ing development.

Niels Dgenkopf and his
crew on Phoenix came second
in the class.

Bill Phelps on his Firefly
850 catamaran Twin Sharks
won the Multihulls class.

Although Twin Sharks is
a relative newcomer to the an-
nual ACYC race series, Tony
Knight of the ACYC explained
that Twin Sharks, which placed

Warnes wins ACYC opener
second overall in the Firefly 850
class in the King’s Cup Regatta
in December, is expected to
contest every ACYC race this
year.

“Although Phelps will re-
turn to the UK within three
weeks, Mark Pescott, who de-
signed the Firefly 850, will skip-
per Twin Sharks for the rest of
the season. She’s tipped to be
the hot favorite to win the class,”
he said.

Regular ACYC racer
Roger Kingdon placed second in
the class on Moto Inzi, followed
by Chris Jongerious on his new
Firefly The Frog.

Knight explained that due to
the exceptional speed of the Fire-
fly catamarans, a performance
handicap will be determined and
will applied to the quick cats for
the rest of the season.

Mark Horwood of local
boat builders Latitude 8, which
sponsored the day’s racing, fin-
ished fourth on Charro, followed
by See Krong Huk skippered by
Brent McInnes, who was ironi-
cally not sailing his own boat No
Fixed Address.

Nigel Beare and his crew,
half of whom were Thai, won the
Cruising class on Lanta Concept,
ahead of Gordon Williams from
River Rovers on Aries in second
place and Tony Dudman on Onyx
third.

This year’s ACYC race
series is sponsored by Image
Asia. The next race will be on
March 25, with skippers’ brief-
ing at 8 am followed by a 9 am
race start.

For more information call Tony
Knight at 081-7470047.

BANGKOK: Cricketers from the
Phuket Cricket Union (PCU)
came home empty-handed after
the inaugural Inter-Regional
Cricket Cup held March 5 to 7 in
Bangkok. They have, however,
announced that they will return
more skilled and prepared for
next year’s event.

The event featured teams
representing the South, North,
Central and Northeastern regions
of the Kingdom. In the end, the
winner’s trophy was taken by the
Central team with runners-up
spot going to the Northeast.

Twelve players from PCU
made up the squad led by Cap-
tain Raju Seemant and Vice-Cap-
tain Nifty Catts with Hardeep
Kapoor taking on the added role
of Team Manager.

The players were selected
from the four local clubs on the
island who are currently compet-
ing in the second season of the
Island Furniture Cricket League,
which plays every Sunday in
Cherng Talay.

Play commenced on the
morning of March 3 and contin-
ued through to March 5 with each
region playing the other regions
once. Phuket started the compe-
tition with a win over the North
with some good batting by
Sameer who made an unbeaten
49 including six fours. Hardeep
also chipped in with 47 including
one six and six fours while Catts

proved useful in the bowling de-
partment. Chasing a total of 176
made by the North, Phuket
reached the target with the loss
of only four wickets.

On the second day, Phuket
faced tournament favorites Cen-
tral and made 181 runs after bat-
ting first. The Central batting
lineup, however, was too good
for the Southern bowlers and
took only 22.2 overs to reach
their target.

Phuket managed to restrict
the Northeast to 140 for 9 on the
third and final day of the tourna-
ment with some good bowling
performances by Rajiv (2 for 17)
and Roddy Meyer (3 for 27).
Despite determined batting by
Sameer and Catts, Phuket man-
aged only 129 runs and the North-
east won the game to take the
runners-up award.

Next year the tournament
will be held in Chiang Mai by
which time, according to the
PCU, Phuket should have a tal-
ented pool of players to choose
from. Until then, it is back to the
local Island Furniture League,
which is well into Round 2 of the
season.

Anyone interested in participat-
ing in cricket on the island in
any form can contact Mark
Whetton at scarfy@loxinfo.co.
th. For further information visit:
www.phuketcricket.com

Cup is dry for Phuket sloggers
TOO TOUGH: The PCU players were outclassed in Bangkok.

PATONG: The Adventure Race Thailand Championship 2007 will
take off in Patong March 31. The seven-hour, multi-event race, with
more than a million baht in prize money, will cover 48 kilometers,
including a 10-km run, a 30-km bicycle race, a 500-m swim, a 1-km
uphill jungle run, a 7-km sea canoe route and a rock climbing section.

Entry costs 2,000 baht per three-person team, but there will
also be a free 6km fun-run course on the same day. For more infor-
mation or to register see www.thaiticketmaster.com/arace/index_
eng.htm

Extreme race comes to Patong

THALANG: Flying fists, soggy suits and
fast bicycles marked the first day of this
year’s Thepkrasattri Festival at the Khok
Chana Pama area in Thalang as the an-
nual event opened with a selection of
sports such as mountain bike racing,
takraw, sack races and muay talay.

A crowd favorite March 11 was
muay talay (pictured), a boxing competi-
tion in which two boxers face each other
on a pole over a pool of muddy water.
The rules allow boxers, ranging in age from
about 6 to 12 years old, to punch each
other with gloved fists, but not kick. The
first boxer to fall into the water loses.

Thirty-two festival goers competed
in the soggy boxing matches, with prizes
for winners of each round growing from
100 baht to the final match prize of 1,000
baht.

The mountain bike race was broken
up into different classes for males, fe-
males, age groups and distances, and the
winner of each group received 1,000
baht, with 800 baht and 500 baht going
to the second and third place racers.

A showcase for local sports
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THALANG: The Sunday night
Muay Thai boxing card at
Phuket’s newest Muay Thai Sta-
dium, on the road to the airport in
Sakoo, featured three knockouts
and some close decisions – one
of them highly questionable.

The stadium, which opened
last month, was built at a cost of
about 4 million baht by Chirdchu
Sae-Aew, a former Muay Thai
man who has operated a Muay
Thai camp at the six-rai site for
two years.

Beside being the stadium’s
owner, promoter and nai sanam
(“ringmaster” would be a good
approximate translation), his other
businesses include prawn farm-
ing and a car rental company at
the airport.

Phuket Airport Boxing Sta-
dium got its grand opening on
February 18, when its 2,000-seat
capacity was stretched to the
limit as some of Thailand’s top
Muay Thai fighters came down
for a number of bouts that were
televised on Thai TV Channel 7.

Arriving early on March 11,
the venue still had the smell of
fresh paint and there were still
plastic covers on the ringside and
VIP seats, which more closely
resembled those coin-operated
massage chairs you expect to see
in an airport departure lounge than
in row one of a Thai boxing sta-
dium – though perhaps that was
no coincidence given the
stadium’s name.

Although the stadium does
not practice “double-pricing”,
charging foreigners more than
Thais for entry, a night’s enter-
tainment there is not cheap, with
stadium seats at 1,000 baht, cush-
ioned “ringside seats” at 1,500
baht and aforementioned luxury

recliners at 2,000 baht a head.
Once inside prices are rea-

sonable indeed: just 50 baht for a
small can of Heineken and 45
baht for Singha. The stadium it-
self is comfortable and cool, and
they have real Muay Thai musi-
cians, not canned cacophony,
playing along to the action.

Last Sunday the stadium
was less than half full, with most
of the cheers coming from the
“gambling corner” section. The
crowd was treated to a few ex-
ceptional bouts, including a sur-
prise Round 2 punching knock-
out by Pandin Por Arisara of
Krabi over hometown boy
Chernrob Sor Lerdphan of
Phuket.

The fourth fight on the eight-
bout card, at 44 kilos, got off to a
desperately slow start in Round
1, before Jombolek from the
Sanam Para Camp seemed to
take over and control the fight
over opponent Petchtadan of Sor
Chaida Camp in Phang Nga. Sur-

New Muay Thai stadium
opens with three KOs

Suntuss Sor Weerachai of Phang Nga celebrates moments after his
fourth down KO of opponent Yudtakan of Krabi.

prisingly, Petchadan was given
the decision.

In the seventh bout, at 53
kilos, Suntuss Sor Sirachasi of
Phang Nga stopped Krabi show-
man Yudtakan Luk Tham Seua
with a devastating knee in the
fourth round. The blow wiped the
smile off the face of Yudtakan,
who appeared cocky until he was
knocked unconscious by his
young opponent.

The 56-kilogram main bout
was a letdown, with highly fa-
vored Singthonglek winning when

Singkeeree of Krabi’s Yak
Andaman camp suffered what
appeared to be a pulled muscle
or cracked rib in his upper chest
in Round 2 and couldn’t continue.
Whatever the cause of the injury,
which came as the two fighters
were grappling in the corner, it
left Phromkeeree in obvious pain
as he made his way out off the
ring.

It will be interesting to see
how the new stadium fares, es-
pecially given its rather remote
location. It is interesting to note
that the Muay Thai Stadium at
Saphan Hin, close to Phuket
City’s large population center,
seems to have had trouble attract-
ing big crowds and is now closed
down.

Having invested in at least
one sound truck, it appears that
the Airport Stadium is looking for
foreign tourists to fill the seats,
but they will have a lot of com-
petition in this regard from the
fleet of soundtrucks already cruis-
ing the streets of Patong, cour-
tesy of the two stadiums there.

Other Results: 48kg:
Faseethong def Medngern (KO,
round 3); 42kg: Youdsanan def
Pachnoy (by decision); 51kg:
Onnuch def Singkeeree (by de-
cision). –  by Stephen Fein.

BANGKOK: The Phuket Vag-
abonds, after their successful
tour to Cambodia, were back on
the road recently for the Annual
Bangkok Rugby 10s Tourna-
ment.

Drawn in a difficult group,
the first game was against the
Violet Offenders, an invitational
team who ran in three quick tries
to leave the Vagabonds in search
of some inspiration in the second
half.

After a quick break from
Angus Kerr ably supported by
John Gold, Pat Cotter, Ben Hen-
nessy and Steve Hatchett, the
local lads finally managed to get
a score but lost the game by three
tries to one.

By the time of the second
game the local lads ran out four
tries to one, winning over the Fly-
ing Elvises, which put them into
a do or die game against their old
adversaries The Bangkok Bang-
ers on day two.

To celebrate their unexpect-
ed success the local lads went on
to party most of the night away
and a weary looking bunch took
to the field the next morning.

They consequently took a
battering at the hands of the
Bangers, despite man of the
match Steve Wainwright’s arriv-
al to bolster the team. This left
them condemned to play in the
Plate final against the Flying
Elvises.

Due to injury, old age and
apathy on both sides it was de-
cided to determine the winner by
a boat race drinking competition.
The Viagrabonds, in their element,
won easily.

The Vagabonds’ next tour-
nament is the Coffin Dodgers
competition on home turf during
the Phuket International Rugby
10s on May 26 and 27.

Vagabonds
guzzle their
way to glory
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Construction Update by Semacote Suganya

The Waterscape Group
has announced that its
Andarina project near
Yacht Haven Marina is

nearing completion.
Five four-story villas hug

the hillside that drops down to
Phang Nga Bay 100 meters south
of the marina and offer a 180-
degree view of the bay, mainland,
islands and marina.

The villas sit on a five-rai
plot with 72m of absolute bay
frontage. The four levels of the
villas step down the side of a 45-
degree slope and offer views
from every room. The project
started construction in early 2006
and two of the five units have
been completed.

With a starting price of 27.5
million baht, the large 587-
square-meter villas come unfur-
nished and interior design is left
to the purchasers. “We think that
each purchaser has their own
ideas about design and furnish-
ings though we also offer design
plans for them,” project owner
Chantana Karnsuwan told the
Gazette.

“The Waterscape Group
designed the villas on four levels
with many windows and terrac-
es, creating the feeling of space
and open air with good Feng
Shui,” she added.

The top floor of each villa
is at street level and features gat-
ed and covered parking space for
two vehicles and two large bal-
conies, one in a pond setting to
the side of the structure and the
other facing the sea as an exten-
sion of an open-plan living space.

Down the stairs to the next
level, is the maid’s quarters; kitch-
en, pantry and dining areas; a
room that can serve as an office,
study or fourth bedroom; and a
large sea-facing terrace that
serves as a continuation of the
dining area.

The third level has two bed-
rooms with en-suite bathrooms
and large walk-in closets. The

larger of the bedrooms also has
a Jacuzzi and a large terrace fac-
ing the sea.

On the fourth level is a large
bedroom with double en-suite fa-
cilities that is faced on two sides
by an infinity swimming pool and
sala/balcony oriented toward the
sea and marina. Down the stairs
again is a garden and small
beachfront area with enough
room to beach a boat.

Located near Baan Khor
En, Mai Khao, along the north-
eastern coast of Phuket, the
project is a short walk from the
Yacht Haven Marina.

The Andarina offers pur-
chasers a 30-year leasehold own-

ership structure with options to
renew. “We have had good feed-
back from customers from the
very beginning. But customers
now have to consider the govern-
ment’s new policies [on property
ownership by foreign-controlled
companies] and for now they
wait and see,” said K. Chantana.

The architects were Pro-
cess Co and Orakarn Co is the
contractor. The Waterscape
Group has invested in land in
Phuket and Phang Nga and has
plans for a 200-unit home-office
project on 76 rai on the bypass
road in Phuket City and a beach-
front resort project on 20 rai on
Phang Nga Bay.

Additional information about
the Andarina Villas can be ob-
tained by calling CB Richard
Ellis Phuket at 076-239967, or
at the website: www.andarina.
com

Right: The view
across Chong Pak

Phra Channel
from one of the

infinity-edge pools
at Andarina.

Below, right: The
homes climb up

the hillside, giving
just about every

room a fine
outlook.

Seaview development
nearing completion
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 Design by Semacote Suganya

Specifically
for the island
With the rich diversi-

ty of landscapes in
Phuket, it seems
almost naïve to be-

lieve that one type of house de-
sign is suited for every type of
locale. For that very reason,
Jarken + Home has studied the
Phuket geography and has de-
signed five homes to best fit the
style and environments of the is-
land.

The design company says it
has designed homes for both the
beaches and hills of Phuket. Man-
aging Director of Jarken + Home
Dr Kuldej Sinthawanarong pre-
dicts that the most popular style
here will continue to be modern
with international influences
blended with Thai stylings.

“We are keen on modern
contemporary and modern tropi-
cal style, which we think are suit-
able for the Phuket area. The
architect’s first thought is to look
at the environment and location.
Then they will decide what the
design concept should be,” said
Dr Kuldej.

The models designed for
Phuket are Odyssey, an open-de-
sign beach house; Vistas, built to
take in the views of the sea and
hills; Vespas, an open design sur-
rounding a courtyard pool; the
Sino-Portuguese inspired Chimjes,
updated with modern touches; and
Molavissi style, fitted with large
windows. Customer favorites so
far have been the Molavissi and
Chimjes styles.

Dr Kuldej said that people
are fond of Sino-Portuguese style
so he attempts to mix that with
modern designs to create a bal-
ance replicating the Phuket life-
style.

“If we do not design for
Phuket’s lifestyle, the styles will
look odd. Phuket island will  look
too high tech, too modern. We
have a contemporary mix with
Phuket and have studied what
Phuket people need, what kind of
house they want to live in, and
what the Phuket lifestyle is. This
will make the design work more
interesting. The architecture is
like artwork, drawing work, not
only copy and design.”

Dr Kuldej added that resi-
dential design and construction is
their main business in Phuket.

“Customers in Phuket are
mainly B-plus level (above mid-
dle class), both foreigners and
developers. Normally the archi-
tects, who are very capable, will
use foreign designers. But here
we are all Thai architects who
have studied and have experi-
ence abroad, therefore the cus-
tomers are very satisfied,” said
Dr Kuldej.

“We build homes in a strong

modern style. Our architects de-
sign the house and also find the
contractor. We’re basically like a
one-stop home builder service.
Our core area is design and ar-
chitecture, but we have three ar-
eas of business: home building,

contracting, and design and archi-
tecture.”

Jarken + Home, 4/60 Virat-
Hongyok Rd, Wichit, Muang
Phuket Tel: 076-522125-9 Fax:
076-522134, www.jarken.net

The most popular designs so far have been the Sino-Portuguese-
inspired Chimjes (top) and the modern Molavissi.
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 Gardening with Bloomin’ Bert

Masochistic mastication

BRUTAL BITES: Barleria cristata can take a lot of abuse.

Want to know more
about a plant

in your garden?

Email Bloomin’ Bert at:
bert@bloominbert.com

Why do we torture
ourselves? I don’t
mean that we prise
secret information

from ourselves Jack Bauer-style
to prevent total nuclear devasta-
tion in the next 120 seconds. I’m
thinking more about the things we
do to our own bodies because we
“enjoy” them.

By the way, anyone not fa-
miliar with Mr Bauer obviously
doesn’t watch the TV series 24,
in which this Jack Bauer bloke
goes around shouting at people
either before or after he tortures
or shoots them in the name of
saving the world. Cracking stuff.

Back to this self torture
thing – tattoos are a case in point.
Why would any rational person
want some dodgy, long-bearded
hippie-type to jab a needle into his
skin several hundred times per
second? Even worse, this tortur-
ous procedure is etched forever
into their epidermis. Not for me,
thanks.

They do that bizarre, body-
piercing thing, too. I don’t really
understand why anyone would
feel the need to have large chunks
of metalwork inserted into vari-
ous body protrusions. I understand
that a gentleman’s most treasured
possession isn’t immune from this
process. I’m fairly sure I’m not
the only chap whose eyes water
at the thought of body modifica-
tion down there.

What about that weird thing
we do in front of the TV? We
stare blankly at it, despite the inan-
ity level of whatever happens to
be on it. We even complain about
how “this program is complete
rubbish”, but somehow the effort
of reaching for the remote and
pressing that red button in the

corner is just a little too much. We
would rather put ourselves
through the anguish of watching
this nonsense, then whine about
it afterward.

Most readers of this publi-
cation have probably been in a
plane at some stage in their lives.
I would bet that the vast majority
have spent well over half a day
stuck in the same seat flying from
elsewhere on the globe. We get
bored stiff sitting there for so
long.

That’s probably why we
consume the contents of those
silly little foil tray without batting
an eyelid. The stuff in them is
usually totally unidentifiable; I’m
convinced the only reason they
hand out those menus after you
get in the air is so that you at least
have a vague idea of what’s slid-
ing down your throat.

More often than not, you
wouldn’t touch this so-called
“food” with a 10-foot bargepole;
it’s nasty. We nevertheless com-
mit senseless acts of cruelty on
our taste buds every time we fly
– yet another way we find to tor-
ture ourselves. You’ve probably
guessed that I don’t fly business
class particularly often.

There’s one form of food
prevalent in this part of the world
that’s probably more responsible
for acts of self torture than any
other – the chili. This one I rath-
er enjoy, in a perverse sort of
way. Why is it that I can have
tears rolling down my cheeks and
still want to shovel another spoon-
ful of the stuff into my mouth?
Utter madness.

The chili plant, or phrik in
Thai, I presume, is ludicrously
easy to grow. In fact I reckon that
the average Thai home has more

chili plants in it that have started
by accident than ones they’ve
deliberately planted – they ap-
pear without warning.

There are probably only a
couple of things you need to re-
member in order to keep them
alive: Water them regularly and
keep them in a well-lit place. Chili
plants are fairly robust and can
take plenty of abuse – in fact giv-
en what they do to us, they prob-
ably deserve it – but if you look
after them well, they’ll grow even
better.

The first step to growing a
chili plant is obviously the germi-
nation of the seed. Shallow plas-
tic containers are perfect. Put a
soggy mass of paper towels about
a dozen thick in the bottom, put
the seeds on this about a couple
of centimeters apart, then lay
another paper towel over the top,
sandwiching the seeds between
them. The towels should be wet,
but not quite so everything is un-
derwater; just enough to be sog-

gy. After a few days to two
weeks, the seeds will inevitably
start to do their thing.

Once they’ve germinated,
transfer the seedlings to either
compost-filled seedling trays (a
bit like plastic egg containers) or
small black plastic bags with holes
in them, half a centimeter below
the surface. Make sure the root
points downward, by the way.

After a few more days the
seedlings will slowly appear from
the soil and start to develop
leaves. You can keep letting these
grow, but if you’re not careful you
will get tall, leggy plants that will
give you limited fruit output.

That’s where pinching
comes in, which is done to make
the plants grow bushy. When a
stem gets a few sets of leaves
on it, you should pinch off the tips
of the sets. Don’t just remove the
leaves at the ends – you need to
get the stem too.

The theory behind pinching
is survival. If a plant has lost the

end of a stem, presumably some-
thing ate it or something else got
in the way. If it just keeps grow-
ing in that direction, then what-
ever cut off the stem is likely to
do it again, so the plant starts
growing stems from the leaf joints
along the stem; developing side-
ways to hopefully avoid the dan-
ger that chopped off the original.
Who said plants were thick.

Eventually, if you do this
every couple of weeks, the whole
plant will grow fairly bushy and
end up with lots of spots for fruit
to grow from. And yes, a chili is
a fruit. Initially you’ll probably be
a bit worried that you’re slowing
down the plant growth, but you
will end up with a more produc-
tive plant – honestly.

As we don’t exactly live in
the most temperate of climates,
they’ll probably need watering
every day for most of the year if
they end up in a pot. Water the
soil until damp, rather than wet.

Once your plant is up and
running, wait for the little white
flowers to appear. After a week
or two, the flowers will wilt and
die off and a chili will gradually
take its place. They’ll take another
couple of weeks to grow and can
be left on the plant for as long as
you like; they’re even good when
they start to shrivel a bit.

Chili plants, or more specif-
ically the fruit they produce, are
insane things. And we’re proba-
bly the only creatures on the plan-
et daft enough to actually want
to eat them. Actually, this could
be an added bonus for a tattoo-
lover. Long-bearded hippie-types
with needles and Tabasco sauce
would be even more painful than
daytime TV. But only just.
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Home of the Week Kathu

LIFE ON THE
FAIRWAY
This week’s Home of the

Week is a contempo-
rary-design, two-story
house sitting on a 592-

square-meter plot in Baan Suan
Loch Palm, beside the Loch Palm
Golf Club in Kathu.

The home has 327sqm of
living space, including three bed-
rooms each with an en-suite bath-
room, all fully furnished with styl-
ish fixtures and modern appli-
ances.

The spacious ground floor
living and dining areas are well
proportioned, and the kitchen and
bathrooms are fully fitted. There
is also a maid’s quarters and two
storage areas separate from the
private living quarters.

Outside is a terrace and
swimming pool with a wooden

sala and outdoor shower, all sur-
rounded by landscaped gardens
bordered by a fence providing
privacy. At the front of the home
is off-road parking for two cars.

The three large bedrooms
on the upper level each have a
walk-in closet and a private bal-
cony that opens to cool breezes
and views of the golf course.
Completing the outdoor living is
the roof terrace with decorated
garden.

This home is available free-
hold with Chanote title at 17.99
million baht.

For more information or to view,
call Baan Suan Loch Palm at
Tel: 076-202792 or 076-202
794 or Email: planphuket@
planestate.co.th.

Left: the terrace
and raised infinity-
edge pool. Above:
the spacious living
room. Right: the
master bedroom.
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Property Gazette

TROPICAL VILLA
FOR SALE

Living area: 600sqm +
garden area 6,400sqm (4
rai). Large 250sqm terrace.
3 bedrooms & 1 master
bedroom with ensuite.
Open-plan kitchen, living
room, Jacuzzi, swimming
pool, 100sqm of artificial
river & charming island, 3-
car garage & exterior park-
ing. Completely furnished,
snooker, baby foot. Price:
49 million baht. Located at
Paklok, 5 min from Ao Po,
Marine Golf, etc. No sea
view. Company formed
since 2002. Chanote title.
Project by international ar-
chitects. Please contact.
Tel: 081-8935270. Email:
mrdupouy@yahoo.fr
www.tropical-house.net

HOUSE AT
LOCH PALM

Fully furnished, full golf
view. 4 bedrooms, 5 bath-
rooms, pool & Jacuzzi, big
garden. Sell at: 15.8 million
baht. Tel: 076-288908.

KRABI LAND
4 rai in Krabi, 7km to Krabi
Town and Ao-nang. Mountain
views. 1.2 million baht per rai.
Tel: 081-7475293. Email:
chillihouse@hotmail.com

SEAVIEW HOUSE
2-bedroom house with large
swimming pool and European
kitchen in the best area in
Patong "Baan Suan Kamnan".
17.5 million baht. Tel: 086-
2706454, +44778-999
5522, 089-4727588. Send
email: djudges@hotmail.com

KATA CENTER
shophouse for sale/rent. Tel:
081-2730080. For further
details, please see www.land
andshopforsale.phuket.net

TO RENOVATE
9 rooms, 70 sqm garden. Sell
2.6 million baht. Or rent long
term. Area: Nai Harn. Can
make 2 apartments of
90sqm. Call for more details.
Tel: 084-4454614.

SEAVIEW LAND
in Nai Harn. 640sqm with
Chanote, views to Phi Phi. 2.9
million baht. Tel: 076-288-
047, 081-8941660. Email:
cottrell@loxinfo.co.th

HOUSE FOR SALE
5.5 million baht. Tel: 086-
6833964. For further details
please see our website at
www.chalonghouse.4t.com

4-BEDROOM VILLA
with pool. Directly on the
beach in Sichon in the main-
land opposite Koh Samui. 11
houses and  only 8 left! Priced
at 9 millon baht. Please contact
for more details. Please call
tel: 084-0572743. Email:
admin@tha isunsh ine
developments.comRAWAI 2-STORY

new house. 160sqm. Price:
1.3 million. Close to beach.
Please contact for more infor-
mation. Tel: 086-9408914.
Or contact via email at:
freeholdprop@yahoo.com

RAWAI BEACH
condo. Sea view, foreign free-
hold. 450,000 baht. Tel: 086-
9408914. For more info email:
freeholdprop@yahoo.com

Properties
For Sale

NAI HARN/RAWAI
SEA VIEW

2 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms.
Tel: 081-9583513. Email:
raytim6@hotmail.com  For
further details, please see
our website at: www.
houseforsaleinphuket.com

CHALONG
SHOPHOUSE

with ocean view. 3 stories,
perfect for small business.
Very close to Chalong pier.
2.5 million baht. Please call
K. Supachai. Tel: 081-554-
4140.

KATA BEACH
bargain. 2 minutes to beach.
Quick sale due to moving. 2.9
million baht. Please call for fur-
ther information at Tel: 084-
8405834.

SEAVIEW LAND
IN CHALONG

3 rai for sale, stunning sea
view over Chalong bay and
surrounding islands. 8.5 mil-
lion baht per rai. Can subdi-
vide. Tel: 087-1057320.

Email:
stefan@phuketit.co.th

HOUSE FOR SALE

3 million baht. Must sell,
discounted price. 2 bed-
rooms, includes all furniture
and appliances. Quiet,
gated community, pool,
sauna, gym. 1 minute from
Nai Yang Beach. Custom
floors, cabinets, tiles, light-
ing. Euro/US standards.
Contact for more details.
Tel: 089-8742607. Email:
jintananong@yahoo.com,
loverofasia72@yahoo.com

APARTMENT
IN PATONG

New freehold apartment
(85sqm) located near Simon
Cabaret. On a hillside in a
green and quiet environ-
ment. Overlooking Patong
with sea view, on the fourth
floor. Low monthly mainte-
nance.

2 bedrooms, 2 balconies, 2
bathrooms, luxurious, mod-
ern- European standard, fully
furnished, ready to move in.
Price: 5.9 million baht.

Tel: 086-2771204.
Email: alfred.keller@isofta.ch

HOMES FOR SALE
PATONG

Buy properties direct from
owners (no middleman). Tel:
087-2650118. Email: ant_
p_clark@yahoo.co.uk For
further details, please see
our website at: housesfor
salephuket.blogspot.com

MAIN ROAD KAMALA
3-story commercial building.
Approximate total floor area
500sqm. Suitable for bank, in-
surance offices, etc. Tel:
081-8111067.

PATONG
guesthouse. Freehold guest-
house with everything, in Para-
dise Complex, Patong Beach.
5-minute walk from the
beach. Priced to sell quickly.
Tel: 076-290393, 086-588-
8383. Email: sumalee1955
@yahoo.com

28 RAI ON KOH LONE
Located on Koh Lone island.
Has 120m of beachfront, op-
posite Phuket Aquarium. Call
K. Tum. Tel: 084-0002083.

5-UNIT PROJECT,
Andaman Hill. Purchase &
complete permitted. 5-home
project overlooking Patong. 9
million baht. Contact for more
details. Tel: +916-471 8950.
Fax: +916-4045671.

ATRIUM HOUSE IN
Ao-Nang. A 4-bedroom, 4-
bathroom house with internal
swimming pool, on 1,200
sqm. 3.5 kms from the beach.
10 million baht. Please con-
tact for more information. Tel:
081-6213432. Email: will
@hoefsmid26.nl

HOUSE FOR SALE
Patong. 4 bedrooms, 4 bath-
rooms. Please contact for
more details. Tel: 089-662
0804. Email: renoothailand
@gmx.net

HOUSE WITH POOL
in Rawai. 3 bedrooms, 2 bath-
rooms, kitchen, big living
room. Fully furnished. 4 air-
cons, alarm system, walled
garden and parking. 8x4m
pool, sala, terrace on 2 levels.
Quiet and safe area. Includes
company papers and Chanote
title. Price: 5.8 million baht.
Email: bo@motto.dk

LUXURY KATA
Beach. Seafront, Aspasia, 5-
star, 1-bedroom apartment
with pool, spa, leasehold, fur-
nished. Price to sell at 8.4 mil-
lion baht. Tel: 089-9726017,
089-9171161. Email: asiasail
@yahoo.com For further de-
tails, please see our website at
www.koumbele.com/kata1

RARE OPPORTUNITY
Luxury, freehold condo-
minium, 103 sqm. High floor,
1 bedroom. Full sea view of
Karon Beach. 8 million baht for
sale by owner. Tel: 084-851-
7725.

APARTMENT
for sale. in Phuket City. 18
rooms, 4 floors with Chanote.
Call for more information. Tel:
084-0541447.

SEA VIEW
in Patong. 15 rai, 2.6 rai, 1.2
rai. Big house (villa). Please
contact via email at: Email:
make@thaicard.net

NAI HARN BEACH
Townhouse, 184sqm, fully
furnished, 2 bedrooms, 2 bath-
rooms, 280m to beach. Great
location and views. 12 million
baht, a must see. Tel: 076-
202201, 081-7974068. Fax:
076-202820. Email: tum@
phuketlifestyle.com

FOREIGN OWNERSHIP
Naiharn Beach Condos, high
quality up-market, safe, se-
cure, large 2-bedroom units
completely furnished & equip-
ped, great location and views,
close to beach. Only 8 million
baht, a must see! Tel: 076-
202201, 081-7974068. Fax:
076-202820. Email: tum@
phuketlifestyle.com

LAND IN AO NANG
1 to 3 rai for sale, Chanote
title, 5-minute drive to Ao
Nang Beach. Ideal for residen-
tial use. Water and electricity
on site, public road access. 1.7
million baht per rai. Tel: 075-
661108, 081-5374925. Fax:
075-661108. Email: dutch
kev@loxinfo.co.th

MODERN
NEW HOUSE

For sale in Kathu: 3 bed-
rooms, en-suite bathrooms,
large living room, kitchen/
diner, laundry room, walled
garden, private parking,
modern design, located near
international school, golf
courses, supermarkets. 9-
minute drive to beach at
Patong. Price 4.6 million
baht. Tel: 084-8439579.
Email: somsrij@aol.com

STUNNING VIEW
Chalong land. 5 rai at 5 million
baht per rai. Chanote title. Ac-
cess from 2 roads, electricity.
No agents. Please contact for
further information. Tel: 084-
9256568. Email: gloriabcl
@yahoo. com

1 RAI NAI HARN
Just over 1 rai (2 x 1/2 rai).
Chanote title, on Soi Naya,
with access road and ready to
build on. Only 7 million baht.
Tel: 086-2728094. Email:
jjlock100@hotmail.com

Gazette Online
Classifieds – 10,000
readers every day!
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HOUSE FOR SALE

6-bedroom, furnished house
located on a quiet lagoon at
the edge of Phuket City
and ready to move in. 15
million baht. For full details
or viewing see: www.
phuketbb.com or call Tel:
089-6523375 and ask for
Lilly.

HOUSE FOR SALE,
PATONG

3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms,
nice kitchen. Has security,
pool area and fitness room.
Price: 5 million baht. Please
call for more information.
Tel: 086-7419391. Email:
panna_jensen@hotmail.com

BANG TAO, 5.3
MILLION BAHT

New house 2 minutes to
beach or market. 3 bed-
rooms, 3 bathrooms, with
hot water. Contact K.
Shanya. Tel: 087-3863388.
Email: shanya.arman@
gmail.com

HOUSE FOR SALE
or rent. 75 sq wah, 3 bed-
rooms with 3 air conditioners,
2 restrooms, fully furnished, 2
telephone lines, and garden.
Tel: 081-5375650. Email:
chantakij@hotmail.com

IMMACULATE VILLA

Very private location. Tropi-
cal lush garden pool, 4 qual-
ity bedrooms, 4 bathrooms,
large living room, top kitchen,
huge patio. Fully furnished,
450sqm living area, 1,500
sqm land. Chanote. Thalang
area near Heroines’ Monu-
ment. Contact Tel: 084-
6907057.

GOLF VIEW LAND
LOCH PALM

Best villa land plot in Kathu
Valley! Next to Six Sense
Resort & Spa. Concrete
road, public water and un-
derground electricity (3-
phase). 80 sq wah (320
sqm - 22 meters wide x
14.5 meters deep). Ready
to build on. Price: 25,000
baht per sq wah, so total
price is 2 million baht. Tel:
089-5909948. Email:
johanh@loxinfo.co.th

HOUSE FOR SALE
2-story house in Chalong.
376sqm, 3 bedrooms, 2 bath-
rooms, maid's room, kitchen,
living room, 2 aircons, good
area. 4.2 million baht. Tel:
081-0790688.

KATHU NEAR GOLF
course. 2-story house, 1 year
old. 4 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms.
House is 220sqm. Land is
488sqm. Fully furnished.
Price: 7.5 million baht. Tel:
083-3953976. Email: kawthai
@hotmail.com

SELLING A BUILDING:
500,000 baht. Or rent for
35,000 baht per month. Build-
ing is 225sqm, 15m x15m. No
key money. Call for more de-
tails. Tel: 085-797-2231.BEACHFRONT LAND

for sale. 1,125 sq wah, 30
x130  meters with NorSor 3
Gor. Sukorn island, Trang. 1.6
million baht. Please contact
for more details. Tel: 084-
8516845.   email: odo_jp@
hotmail.com

RAWAI
3-BEDROOM,
3-BATHROOM

New traditional-Thai design
home with large patio sur-
rounded by a pool and a cool-
ing lotus/fish pond. Home is
240sqm, sits on a 400sqm
plot, features modern
kitchen & many upgrades.
Priced at only: 7.9 million
baht. Call Gary at Tel: 087-
8987062.

FOR SALE OR LEASE
Transferable lease, 30+30
years. 3-bedroom, 2 1/2-
bathroom, fully-furnished
Balinese-style villa located in
Kathu hills. Price: 5.5 million
baht. Please call for more in-
formation and details at Tel:
087-3865200.

BUILDING LAND
A 3rai plot next to the beach
on Khor Aen Suan Maprao Rd
near Yacht Haven, Phuket.
Please call K.  Naphavadee
for further information at Tel:
02-3991065, 089-4883119.COLLEGE TOWN

apartments. 30 apartments, 4
shophouses, city center, 95%
occupied. 14 million baht obo.
For further information,
please call Martin  at Tel: 087-
2676300.

ONLY TWO LEFT
Cool, clean, classic, contem-
porary villas. Just 2km from
British International School.
Chic loft style, open living, din-
ing and kitchen areas. Three
bedrooms, three bathrooms,
office, separate two-car ga-
rage with laundry, maid's
room. All closet  fittings and
appliances  are included. Fabu-
lous value at: 12.9 & 13.9
million baht. Tel: 089-972-
3406, 081-5378587. Email:
oasisphuket@yahoo.com

SURIN SPRINGS
Stunning, luxury lakeside
house. 4 bedrooms, 4 bath-
rooms, private pool. 5-minute
walk to beach. Aircon, sat TV,
ADSL, nicely furnished. 25
million baht. Please contact
for further information. Tel:
076-270655, 089-9084861.
Email: kingsrqw@lds.co.uk

RAWAI LAND
for sale. 1,300sqm with pond.
3.2 million baht. Tel: 081-
2732409.

KATHU HOUSE
for sale. 2 bedrooms, 3 bath-
rooms, lounge, dining room,
big kitchen, furnished. 1.6 mil-
lion baht. Tel: 087-2705514.

RAWAI CONDOS
1.1 and 1.25 million baht. 2 x
57sqm, 1-bedroom condo-
miniums, balconies, hill views,
top (5th) floor, fully-furnished,
aircon, very smart, secure.
Chanotes for foreign owner-
ship. Tel: 087-8917408, 089-
2925309. For more info email:
gillies18367@hotmail.com

FANTASTIC VIEW
of the sea. In Makam Bay.
800sqm, soft slope, Chanote,
electric, concrete road. 5.3
million baht. Be fast. Call Tel:
087-8938747.

PATONG TOP
DUPLEX FOR SALE

2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms,
living room, kitchen, top
furnishings, pool, secure es-
tate. 3.3 million baht. For de-
tails call Tel: 081-8940580.

KATA EXOTIC
OCEANFRONT

5-star luxury, 1-bedroom
apartment.  Spa, pool, quiet
area, ADSL, sea view.
38,000 baht per month.
Tel: 089-9726017, 089-
9171161. Email: asiasail@
yahoo.com For further de-
tails, please see our
website: www.koumbele
.com/kata1

RAWAI 2-STORY
new house. 160sqm. Price:
1.3 million. Close to beach.
Please contact for further in-
formation. Tel: 086-940
8914. Email: freeholdprop
@yahoo.com

PATONG LUXURY
condo. Fully furnished, 2 bed-
rooms, 2 bathrooms, splendid
terrace, pool. 5.5 million baht.
Tel: 085-7972231. Email:
unthaidom@hotmail.com

RAWAI, 400SQM
Chanote title, 100 meters
from main road, square plot.
Asking: 1.6 million baht. Tel:
081-5376866.

SMALL PLOT, RAWAI
200sqm. Chanote title. Asking
750,000 baht. Good location
for house. Tel: 081-5376866.

4.5 RAI IN RAWAI
Square plot, 3 roads around,
Chanote title, 200m from
beach. Contact for more info.
Tel: 081-8918085. Email:
sawasdee51@hotmail.com

PHUKET VILLAGE
Villa for sale. European stan-
dard, fully furnished. Price
from: 3.9 million baht. 50%
loan for foreigners. Please
contact. Tel: 086-4704-
691. Email: narin@phuket
village.se For further details
please visit our website at.
www.phuketvillage.se

THALANG CHANOTE
LAND PLOTS.

With electric & water in
residential area near Ton
Sai Waterfall. Start from
450,000 baht. Please call
for more information. Tel:
089-2911112.

NEW HOME
NEAR BEACH

Chalong, 3 bedrooms, 2
bathrooms, 2 car spaces.
New furniture. Quick sale at
4.5 million baht. Please con-
tact for more  details. Tel:
089-783-0494, 081-083
7354. Email: jimcox007
@msn.com
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25% Discount on Classifieds for Shopper Card Holders

IF YOU...
Place your ad in these pages;
Present your Shopper Card; and
Pay for the ad at our offices,

you’ll enjoy a 25% discount* AND have your ad appear free of
charge in the Phuket Gazette Online.

With more than 10,000 visitors a day, the Island Trader Online is
Thailand’s most active classified marketplace.

*Ads may be submitted in person or online (phuketgazette.net/classifieds), but
must be paid for at the Gazette offices. The discount is not available when
payment is made at our agents.

The Phuket Gazette Co Ltd
367/2 Yaowarat Road, Phuket City
Tel: 076-236555 Fax: 076-213971

TOWNHOUSE

With sea view. Just finished.
Stunning views, elegantly fur-
nished. Great neighborhood.
Tel: 084-8419885. Email:
phukethomes@hotmail.com

PATONG HOUSE

for sale. 4 bedrooms, 3 bath-
rooms, big living room and
kitchen. On private land and
soi. Tel: 081-787-9627. Email:
gerar@patongfamily.com

CHEAP LAND RAWAI

Chanote title. 540,000 baht.
Approx 12m x 14m plot.
Good access, and in a conve-
nient, quiet residential area.
Tel: 087-2806275. Email:
zeno1109@yahoo.co.jp

FURNISHED HOUSE

5 minutes to Laguna Phuket.
3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms,
UBC, ADSL, solar water heat-
ing, 3 aircons, living room,
large hall area, pool 5m x
10m. Usage area: 310sqm.
Land: 1,200sqm. 13 million
baht. Contact for more info.
Tel: 089-8738295. Email:
tomasflet@hotmail.com

PATONG CONDO

Panoramic sea view, 36sqm,
best location. Newly remod-
eled. Furnished, pool, kitchen.
Freehold. 2.2 million baht. For
info call 085-7823231. Email:
guntmit@aol.com

PATONG SEA VIEW

New apartment with swim-
ming pool. 30+30-year lease.
Price: 2.5 million baht. Chan-
ote land plots with electricity
and water from 450,000 baht.
Tel: 081-6917241, 089-
5896144.

PRIME LAND

FOR SALE

Ao Makham - 1 rai, 1 ngan
(2,000sqm). 25m of the
land faces the main road and
the back of the land is close
to the sea. Price: 6 million
baht. NorSor 3 Gor title.
Rawai - 2 rai, 70sq wah
(3,408sqm) on Wiset Rd
(the main road to Rawai).
70m of the land is on the
main road. Ideal for busi-
ness or seaview condomini-
ums. Price:19 million baht.
Nor Sor 3 title.
Contact for more details.

Tel: 081-8921057,
081-6919679.

Email:
angela_prajantabut

@hotmail.com

LUXURIOUS VILLA

in Rawai for sale. Balinese
style, private pool. Only 7.5
million baht. For info call 089-
6525664.

CHALONG LUXURY

house. 2 stories, 4 bedrooms,
4 bathrooms, secure, quiet lo-
cation, 2 kitchens, laundry
room, full aircon, double ga-
rage, etc. Area: 292sqm.
Curved teak staircase, spa, so-
lar hot water, nice gardens,
river views. 7.9 million baht.
Chanote. Please call for more
details. Tel: 076-383193,
089-7245655. Or see our
website at: www.phuket
house4sale.com

NAI HARN LAND

FOR SALE

Two great 800sqm plots.
Electricity + water. Chan-
ote title. 3.2 million baht
each. No brokers. Call  081-
8940580.

RAWAI LAND SALE

1+rai, superb location. Slop-
ing hillside plot, own access,
Chanote. 4.9 million baht.
Please call for more details.
Tel: 084-8504544.

NAI THON BEACH

Plot for sale. 100sq wah.
Ready to build with permit,
electric, water drainage. 2km
from beach, behind Sakoo
School. Tel: 086-4704691,
086-686-5304. For more in-
formation please email:
phuketvillage@yahoo.se

PATTAYA BUNGALOW

Bargain. 3 bedrooms, 2 bath-
rooms, 3 aircon units, fully fur-
nished, satellite/cable TV, IDD
telephone, fully alarmed. Situ-
ated on 64sq wah, 3 minutes
from new highway to
Bangkok airport. 24/7 secu-
rity. Includes company, so no
problem to transfer. 10 min-
utes to beach, Tesco, Carre-
four, Big C. Asking 3.35 million
baht. Call 087-1273272, or
email: ken@loxinfo.co.th

SEA VIEW OF RAWAI

Beach. 300 meters to beach.
1½ rai. Chanote title, full infra-
structure. Ideal for apartment.
A steal at  9.5 million baht. Tel:
089-6525664.

HOUSE FOR SALE

2-story house, Chanote, 4
bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, air-
con, Western kitchen. 4.2
million baht. For more info call
081-9795755.

BEST HONEST

DEAL IN RAWAI

2 plots of land with hill view.
Flat, ready to be built on.
Chanote titles.
- 3,576sqm (2 rai, 96sq
wah). 35m deep x 107m
wide. 7 million baht.
- 1,252sqm (3 ngan, 13sq
wah). 27m deep x 50m
wide. 3.2 million baht.
Contact me for more info.
Tel: 089-9728544. Email:
av58phuket@yahoo.com

PANORAMIC VIEWS

Land for sale. 11 plots in
Rawai and Kata from 3 million
baht. Tel: 081-2730080.
Please visit our website at:
www.landandshopforsale.
phuket.net

FURNISHED HOUSE

5 minutes to Laguna Phuket.
3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms,
UBC, ADSL, solar water heat-
ing, 3 aircons, living room,
large hall area, pool 5m x
10m. Usage area: 310sqm.
Land: 1,200sqm. 13 million
baht. Contact for more info.
Tel: 089-8738295. Email:
tomasflet@hotmail.com

FREEHOLD

CONDOMINIUM

Cape  Panwa. 106sqm living
space, ground floor, open-
plan dining and living area
with direct pool access,
European kitchen, 2 bed-
rooms, 2 bathrooms, fully
furnished. 6.5 million baht.
Tel: 076-279280, 086-
2821172, 089-8746054.

Email:
apawann@hotmail.com

Agents for Classified Advertising

PHUKET

K.L. Mart Tel: 076-280400/3
Patak Rd, Chalong Fax: 076-280403

Earth Language School Tel: 076-232398/9
Phang Nga Rd, Phuket City Fax: 076-232398

Sin & Lee Tel: 076-258369
Thalang Rd, Phuket City Fax: 076-211230

Taurus Travel Tel: 076-344521/2
Aroonsom Plaza Rat-U-Thit 200 Pi Rd, Patong Fax: 076-344523

41 Minimart Tel/Fax: 076-324312
Srisoontorn Rd, Cherng Talay

Deli Supermarket Tel: 076-342275
Rat-U-Thit 200 Pi Rd, Patong Fax: 076-344314

PA KHLOK LAND

1 rai, 79sq wah in Pointe
East estate. 4km from Hero-
ines’ Monument. Chanote
title. Good price for very nice
land. Tel: 081-8953649, 089-
8718327.

ONE MONTH ONLY

For quick sale, new 2-bed
apartment, Surin Beach. 5.8
million baht. Please contact
via email at: samansamphan
@hotmail.com

BIG HOUSE

IN KAMALA

New house for sale, 285sq
wah with swimming pool. 3
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms. 3
min to beach. 9.5 million
baht. Tel: 089-7259431.

OCEANFRONT

HOME

IN CHALONG

Unique opportunity to pur-
chase a spectacular villa
right on the sand for only 34
million  baht. Call Chuck for
more details. Tel: 076-271
544, 087-2095174. Email:
info@phuketmarbella.com

NEW PATONG VILLA WITH POOL

Very exclusive, completely-furnished new villa with swimming
pool in best residential area of Patong. Two floors, three bed-
rooms with aircon, three bathrooms, Jacuzzi, Western kitchen
and dining area. Living area: 200sqm. Freehold land: 150sqm.

Price: 8.5 million baht. Tel: 081-8928526.

www.phuket-besthomes.com

NEW SHOPHOUSE

Fully furnished. Good location
on Prachautit Rd near Tesco-
Lotus. Urgent sale: only 3.7
million baht. Tel: 076-248-
639, 081-7195102.  Fax:
076-248639 or email: orapar
@hotmail.com for more infor-
mation.

2 UNITS FOR SALE

or rent. Located in Patong, Soi
Wattana Clinic. For info call
081-8269390.

RAWAI

SHOPHOUSES

2 new, connected shop-
houses in Rawai, on Wiset
Rd. Ground floor: sales of-
fice, staff room, kitchen,
dining room and toilet. Sec-
ond floor: master bedroom
with separate bath and 2
separate bedrooms with
connecting bath. Third floor:
living room and en-suite
bedroom.
Living area: 200sqm. Free-
hold land: 100sqm. Price
4.5 million baht. Tel: 081-
892-8526.
For details please see our
website at: www.phuket-
besthomes.com
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Properties For Rent

HOUSE FOR RENT
Fully-furnished, aircon bunga-
low available from May 2007.
4 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms.
Situated in an exclusive and
secured house in an estate op-
posite Boat Lagoon Marina.
45,000 baht a month, min 1
year. Tel: 081-8921732.

RENTAL HOUSE
8 rooms, new air conditioning,
with or without boat and car.
Call 087-8844725 for more
information.

HOUSE IN KAMALA
Fully furnished, 2 bedrooms,
kitchen, living, laundry. Hot
water, phone + ADSL, cable
TV. 15,000 baht a month. Tel:
076-263254, 081-537 7137.
Fax: 076-263254. Email:
sunisadia@hotmail.com

NICE PATONG CONDO
Double bed, cable, TV, fridge,
parking, pool. 10,000 baht per
month. Tel: 085-7977786.
Email: tj_biggie@hotmail.com

BEACHFRONT CONDO
Kalim Patong, high standard.
fully furnished, 2 bedrooms,
kitchen, pool, many facilities.
Tel: 081-8920038.

RAWAI RESIDENCE
studios. Rental per month:
6,000  to 12,000 baht. Aircon,
safe, ADSL, UBC, close to
beach. Tel: 086-9408914.

3-BEDROOM HOUSE
WITH POOL

in  Nai  Harn. Aircon, fully
furnished, car park, UBC TV
(gold), stereo, DVD, secu-
rity system, safety box, au-
tomatic gate, phone line,
washing machine, wireless
Internet. Only annual (one-
year) rental. 55,000 baht
per month. Tel: 089-
8730196, 081-7974197.
Email: dannie@dvas.dk

PHUKET
B.L. APARTMENT

New in Kathu. Big room, 1
bedroom, aircon, cable TV,
ADSL, hot shower, garden,
car park. 8,000 baht per
month. Tel: 081-6923163.

HOUSE IN CHALONG
FOR RENT

Fully-furnished house for
rent in Chalong. Available in
May. 3 bedrooms, 2 bath-
rooms, 2 aircons. The
house is only 2 years old,
and set in the quiet and
beautiful Baan Maneekram
Estate. The home comes
with its own private garden,
and walled yard, TV, DVD,
fridge, microwave, washing
machine, telephone line,
and more. Rent is 20,000
baht  per month, with a mini-
mum 6-month contract.
For more information, email
Marc Husted at
marc_husted@yahoo.com
or call Chris after 7 pm at
087-8874659.

KATHU, 3-BEDROOM
house for rent.  Fully furnished.
2 bedrooms with aircon, 1
without.  Cable TV, garden, se-
cure estate, telephone.
20,000 baht per month. Call
087-8876101.

RAWAI CONDOS
FROM 5,000 BAHT

per month. Superb, fully-
furnished studio and 1-
bedroom condos all with
aircon and balconies from
5,000 to 10,000 baht a
month. Weekly/monthly
rates available. Tel: 087-
8917408, 089-2925309.
Email: gillies18367@
hotmail.com

LAGUNA AREA
home with pool. Luxury 3 bed-
rooms, spa, big garden, ex-
otic furniture. Rent: 25,000
baht per month. Tel: 089-
5944067.

CHALONG HOUSE
for rent. 3 bedrooms, kitchen/
living/dining room, laundry
room, fully furnished, aircon in
every room, car park, swim-
ming pool, tropical garden. Hi-
speed  Internet and  UBC sat-
ellite TV included. 35,000
baht per month, minimum 6
months. Call 087-1057320 or
Email: stefan@phuketit.co.th

KATA LUXURY
apartment. 2 bedrooms, 2
bathrooms, huge terrace,
Western kitchen & bathroom.
Available  for short- or long-
term rent from March 1. Tel:
089-5926890. Email:
north8west98@yahoo.com

FULLY-SERVICED
room at Patra Mansion in
Phuket City. Fridge, cable TV,
patio, fan, luscious land-
scaped grounds and pool. Fully
serviced. Rent: 4,800 baht +
utilities. For more information
call 076-258103.

LIST YOUR RENTAL
Phuket-rentals.com does not
take commissions. We have
renters contact you directly.
Tel: 086-0799584.

LUXURY VILLA
FOR RENT

in Soi Sansabai, Patong
Beach, for short- or long-
term rent. 2 swimming
pools, Jacuzzi, jet stream,
sauna, garden, fully fur-
nished, walk to beach.
Contact for great rates.
Tel: 083-3925392. Email:
franksrenthouse@yahoo.
com

HOUSE FOR RENT
4-bedroom, 3-bathroom, liv-
ing room, kitchen, office, 4
aircons, indoor waterfall.
Chalong. Tel: 084-8444228.
Email: saisorn1971@
hotmail.com

BEAUTIFUL HOUSE
FOR RENT

A must-see! 14 months old
in an excellent location min-
utes to Rawai and Nai Harn
Beaches. High quality, beau-
tiful and modern design and
162sqm of living area. The
house has 2 large bed-
rooms, 2 private bath-
rooms, 1 guest toilet, large
living/dining room, terrace,
storage room, 2 air condi-
tioners, private car park,
free water and garbage
collection service. The
house is furnished with
kingsize bed + mattress, 5-
door wardrobe, vanity set,
dining table, fridge and cur-
tains. Asking 22,000 baht
a month ono. Call K. Nui at
076-288611 or 087-
3830936.

CHALONG HOUSE
+ BIG GARDEN

Fully furnished, 2 aircon
bedrooms, hot shower, liv-
ing room, kitchen, garage.
11,000 baht a month. Palai
area. Tel: 081-8924311.

VILLA FOR RENT
Beautiful, new 2-bedroom villa
with private pool close to
Rawai and Nai Harn Beaches.
Fully furnished, aircon.
35,000 baht per month. Pool
+ garden maintenace in-
cluded. Min 6 months. Tel:
081-9701716.

KAMALA BEACH
New apartments or houses for
rent, furnished. 2 to 4 bed-
rooms. 1,500-3,500 baht.
Tel: 084-3059609.

CHALONG NEW HOME

for rent. 2-bedroom, fur-
nished  with telephone,
UBC, aircon. Tel: 089-652-
1473.

STUNNING SEA VIEWS
Large luxury villa set in tropical
gardens providing amazing
views out to many islands. 3
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms,
swimming pool, sauna,
snooker room. Much more,
Internet, sat TV. Located in a
very exclusive development
on Cape Yamu. 70,000 baht
a month. Tel: 086-2796283.

PATONG BAY VIEW
HOME

2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms,
pool, ADSL, UBC, kitchen,
dining room, great location,
long term, must-see.
60,000 baht/month. Avail-
able from May 1. Tel: 087-
8821963. Email: benlee53
@hotmail.com

RAWAI HOUSE
FOR RENT

Set on a totally secluded
900sqm plot, with a 40sqm
swimming pool. Guest cot-
tage with own bathroom.
House has 2 bedrooms,
large bathroom, huge living
room with balcony and
views, indoor and outdoor
kitchens. Furnished, ADSL,
UBC, weekly maid service,
gardener. Available from
March 24 for 6-month let.
45,000 baht/month. Tel:
081-0806560.

HOUSE FOR RENT
B25,000/MONTH

for one-year lease, includes
furniture, 2 aircons and hot
water. Also for sale at 5.9
million baht (land and house).
80sq wah (320sqm), 2-
story house with 4 bed-
rooms, 3 bathrooms, big
storeroom and large garden
in a nice tranquil area. 10
minutes to Nai Harn and
Rawai Beaches and 15 min-
utes to Phuket City. Please
call for viewing  by owner.

Tel: 084-9916654.

NAI HARN HOUSE
1 minute to beach. 3 bed-
rooms, aircon, 2 bathrooms,
kitchen. 20,000 baht/month,
min 1 year. Tel: 081-
3971835.
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Property Gazette

Classified ads are charged per line. Each line is 95 baht,

with a minimum of 4 lines (heading included) per ad.

All advertising must be paid for in advance.

Deadline for Property Gazette page: Friday 3 pm.

Deadline for all other ads: Saturday 12 noon.
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Classified Advertisements

Please use this form to write your classified advertisement.

Then hand it to any of our agents.

Accommodation
Available

Building
Products

& Services

Accommodation
Wanted

Property
Services

ROOMS IN PATONG
Your own hot shower, ground
floor rooms, close to beach.
Tel: 076-342280, 081-978
1956. Email: palm@phuket
.ksc.co.th

SERVICED APTS
CHALONG

Large furnished apart-
ments for rent. Rooftop
pool, aircon, kitchenette,
hot water shower, house-
keeping. From 9,500 baht
a month incl wifi & sat TV.
Tel: 086-2826221. Email:
saneroad@yahoo.com

DESIGNER POOL
VILLA

Delightful 250sqm villa on
half rai of land. Garden with
sala. 11-meter pool. Fully
furnished. Open plan. Mod-
ern kitchen. 2 bedrooms. 2
bathrooms. Large studio/
bedroom. 3 wide covered
terraces. UBC & ADSL. 4
aircons. Quiet residential
area. 6 months to 1 year
rental from early April.
40,000 baht per month, in-
cluding pool and garden
maintenance. Contact for
more info. Tel: 076-289
146, 089-9701861. Email:
derek-davies@msn.com

ROOMS FOR RENT
Spectacular ocean views,
swimming pool and Jacuzzi,
daily breakfast/housekeeping,
satellite TV, aircon, free high-
speed Internet. From 1,000 –
2,000 baht per night. Tel:
084-8395447. Email: gm@
hilltophotel.com

EQUESTRIAN CENTER
Want 1-5 rai to lease 3 to 30
years. Near any beach, pre-
fer Bang Tao. Dry, cleared,
suitable for horses. Water,
electric, small home desirable.
Please contact with any of-
fers. Tel: 084-8424581.
Email: andamanhorsespa
@yahoo.com

HOTEL PROMOTION
Low season, long-stay,
beachfront hotel includes
American breakfast, facilities.
18,000 baht per month. Tel:
076-345518,  081-8920038.

RENTAL WANTED:
Nai Harn. We are looking for a
house to rent from May 5-19.
Should be close to Nai Harn
Beach. Need pool, a minimum
of 2 bedrooms and aircon.
Please email with photos.
Email: a.compen@chello.nl

HOUSE WANTED
House wanted in Patong or
close to beach in Kata/Karon.
70sqm. Interested in long-
term rent only. Please contact
Oscar with offers. Tel: 085-
7983387. Email: oscar.
gronfeldt@satisfactory
europe.se

Specialist in European stone-
care products and services:

Prevent: rust, stains, mildew,
algae, scratches

Remove: builders’ residue,
incorrect sealants, rust, stains,

mildew, etc. Daily care & cleaning
products also available.

Tel: 07-2824930, 076-271217
Fax: 076-271218

 Email:
info@thestonedoctor-asia.com

• Restoration
• Sealing/Protection
• Maintenance

All your maintenance,
protection & cleaning needs
for natural and manufactured
stone.

• Marble • Sandwash
• Granite • Terracotta
• Slate • Terrazzo
• Sandstone • Ceramics, etc

The Stone Doctor

PERTH, AUSTRALIA
Are you looking to invest in
the Australian property
market? Why not use a
buyer's agent? We source
property in Perth, Australia,
providing up-to-date compa-
rable sales evidence. We
assist with all aspects of
purchase until settlement,
representing the buyer not
the seller. Property pur-
chases are freehold. Tel:
084-0544367. Email:
cristybaker_99@yahoo.com

DO YOU...
Want to buy land or a house
in Phuket? Let's talk. Tel:
089-6525564.

PHUKET HOME
MAINTENANCE

Construction, renovation,
electricians, plumbers, car-
penters, painters, tilers, gar-
deners, aircon servicing, pest
control and electrical goods
repairs. Call Khun Rin at Tel:
084-1935124. Or email:
phukethomemaintenance@
yahoo.com

LOCK-UP STORAGE
New storage facility. Prices
from 500 baht per month.  Tel:
081-0825707.

Household
Services

PATONG SEAVIEW
condo. Newly remodeled 1/1
condo, 14th floor with bal-
cony. Great sea view. 100m
to beach. Full kitchen, granite
floors, teak furniture, 2 TVs,
2 aircons. Short or long term.
Tel: 084-1590501. Email:
patongcondo@yahoo.com

OFFICES FOR RENT
35sqm, 25sqm, 20sqm, 17.5
sqm. Desk, chair, sofa, air
conditioning. From 5,000 to
10,000 baht a month. Email:
bertrandroggo@hotmail.com

ROOM + APARTMENT
Patong for short- and long-
term rent from 800 to 2,000
a day, 13,000 to 25,000 a
month. Tel: 076-512151-2,
089-2909567. Please see
our website at: www.
brommathaihouse.com

BARGAIN ROOM OR
villa. Three bedrooms, pool
use. From 300 baht per day.
Near Nai Harn. Many extras.
Tel: 081-8081804. Email:
ttpitstop1@hotpop.com

TAM
CONSTRUCTION

Quality building services,
all jobs done by qualified
staff with English-speak-
ing boss! Fair price, free
estimates. Renovations,
shopfitting, electrical and
metalwork, built-in furni-
ture. Please call for more
details. Tel: 089-6500133.

CONSTRUCTION
All kinds of construction.
Houses, ceiling, paint, aircon,
steel, renovation. Please con-
tact for more information. Tel:
089-5913996, 087-2636337.
Email: malaisiam@gmail.com

URGENTLY NEEDED

a) 2 to 5 rai of absolute top
prime land on the west
coast of Phuket, in el-
evated, secluded position
with direct access to the
sea. b) 3-4 bedroom villa,min
500sqm of living space,
west coast, large outdoor
area, unobstructed and per-
fect sea views. Tel: 076-
381490. Email: info@sea-
property-international.com

CASH PAID
Condos/houses in need of re-
furbishment. Patong/Karon/
Kata/Kamala. Call Tony for
more information at Tel: 076-
341489, 086-2672646.

1 TO 3 RAI OF LAND
1-3 rai of land wanted. Area:
Chalong or west coast. The
land needs to be in the red, or-
ange or yellow zone, near main
roads and/or services. Realis-
tic prices only. Please contact
for more information. Tel:
081-676-8717. Email: tero@
phuket investmentclub.com

Properties
Wanted

LOW SEASON
OFFER

Rooms for rent in low season
at Seabreeze Inn at Karon
Beach. Daily rate: 500-700
baht. Stay 1 month or more
and we charge only 12,000-
14,000 baht, depending on
room size. All rooms with
Aircon, big refrigerator, and
big bathrooms with hot & cold
water. We also have two 1-
bedroom apartments in
Karon, fully furnished with
aircon. Tel: 087-8858708.
Please contact us for more
info. Email: tomasholmberg77
@hotmail.com For further de-
tails, please see our website
at www.seabreezephuket
.com

KATA PENTHOUSE
Furnished,  aircon, cable TV,
hot water, 2 bedrooms, near
beach, telephone line. From
12,000 baht per month.
Rooms with fan,  cable TV,
fridge, balcony views. From
8,000 baht per month. Near
shops. Call for more details.
Tel: 086-2766597.

NEW HOLIDAY HOUSE
In Nai Harn. Free from March.
2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms,
TV/DVD/music. Lovely! Tel:
076-388621, 084-8519072.
Email: goodtasteforgoodlife
@yahoo.de

KARON BEACH
room. Daily or monthly. Fully
equipped. Tel: 089-1968429.
For further information,
please see our website at
www. phuketsurfclub.com/
papaya



C L A S S I F I E D SMarch 17 - 23, 2007 P H U K E T  G A Z E T T E 49

Boats & Marine

NEW 26' F/G
LOBSTER BOAT

Located in Pattaya. Profes-
sionally built in 2006. 2
berths, enclosed head,
200hp Isuzu diesel inboard,
windlass, stern platform and
much more. 2.2 million baht.
Please contact for more in-
formation.

Tel: 038-251526,

081-8620319.

Fax: 038-251192

Email:
jacall@ptty.loxinfo.co.th

FIBERGLASS
SPEEDBOAT

Mono hull, built 2002 length
37 ft, width 10 ft, two
Yamaha out-board 200HP
engines, toilet, GPS, VHF
radio, depth sounder, boat
trailer. Asking 1.7 million
baht. Please contact for
more information. Tel: 076-
398366, 081-9587435.
Fax: 076-398365. Email:
operation@moby-dick-
adventures.com

FERRY FOR SALE

Length: 30m. Gross: 322
tons. 244 passengers. 12.2
million baht. Docked at
Phuket. Tel: 081-4084991.

SELLING
LIVEABOARD

Wood/fiberglass. 19 meters
long, 5 meters wide. 3
rooms, 1 bathroom. No en-
gine. 1.5 million baht obo.
Please call for more infor-
mation. Tel: 081-476 9377.
Fax: 076-289375. Email:
dcampillo@hotmail.com

FRENCH SKIPPER
100,000+ miles and 25
years’ experience . Good tech-
nician looking for a stable job.
Contact for full details. Tel:
084-8528171. Email: fredve
@hotmail.fr

SAILBOAT 26 FT
Marieholm, GPS, autopilot and
more. 750,000 baht. Please
contact for further informa-
tion. Tel: 076-596393, 089-
5906943. Email: nico.winder
@gmail.com

AVON REDCREST 3M
Rigid-transom floorboard, good
condition, 25,000 baht. Mer-
cury 15hp long-shaft  out-
board. Little used. 25,000
baht. Mariner 4hp shortshaft
in good condition. 15,000
baht. Please call for more in-
formation. Tel: 087-281-
0452.

SEARAY SELECT
250ex urgent. Great fun boat,
2 months old, hardly used, full
guarantee. New: 3.6 million
baht; now only 2.5 million.
Must sell, owner leaving coun-
try. Please contact for details.
Tel: 086-6900444. Email:
rico@southernpartner.com

21FT FISHING BOAT

Thai registered, 6 passen-
gers, 1 driver, fiberglass bot-
tom, paid 150,000 baht
four years ago. Brand new
trailer, boat completely re-
wired, new battery, 60hp
Evenrude, recon tilting, 5hp
Yamaha trolling motor,
warranty, Hummingbird
Matrix fishfinder, GPS
outriggers, Quicksilver gas
tank. 265,000 baht. Please
contact for more informa-
tion.

Tel: 083-1826470,

084-4412498.

Email: blckmrlynn@

yahoo.co.uk

19' RIB
Built by Cholamark. 140hp
Yamaha and 20hp spare. New
bimini & tube covers. With
trailer. 640,000 baht. Tel:
076-200730, 084-8394868.
Email: arnulphy@bigfoot.com

NAUTILAC RIGID HULL
inflatable 550. In-board Evin-
rude 115hp + Yamaha  15hp
engines. 250,000 baht. Call
Tel: 087-8844725.

POWER CATAMARAN
66'x23', built in 2006 with ply-
glass epoxy, huge space! 90%
finished. Please call for more
information. Tel: 087-891-
9620.

NEW DINGHY
2.2 meters. Rigid bottom.
Price: 45,000 baht ono.
Please call K. Ana. Tel: 086-
1204275.

Gazette Online Classifieds
10,000 readers every day!

FISHING BOAT

New fiberglass, 4 X 1.5
meters, 5hp engine. 70,000
baht for boat only. Trailer
20,000 baht. Please call Eat
for more information.

Tel: 081-4775637.

PROWLER 9,000
Asia Marine, 2 Schionning
hulls and 1 platform to be as-
sembled and completed for
sale. Please contact for more
info. Tel: 076-239111. Fax:
076-238974. Email: broker
@asia-marine.net
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Island Job MartBoats & Marine

SIMPSON MARINE

requires the services of a
charter boat sales and  book-
ing representative. The ideal
candidate will be a Thai na-
tional, have a strong back-
ground in sales and market-
ing, an excellent command
of English both written and
spoken, be self- motivated
and confident. A back-
ground in a marine-related
field would be a strong ad-
vantage. Own transport is
essential. Initial applications
should be made by emailing
a full resumé and refer-
ences to email: phuket@
simpsonmarine.com

SALES PERSON

Need male/female, age 22
to 35. Must speak/write En-
glish fluently. Property sales,
3 positions. Sun Palm Vil-
lage. Please call for more
information. Tel: 076-282-
594-5.

LIVE-IN MAID WANTED

Foreign couple is looking for
long-term maid(s) with basic
English. Working location:
Kamala, in a new house. Must
be honest and self-motivated.
Salary starts at 10,000 baht
for the right candidate. We
can offer private maid's room
with bathroom, TV, etc.
Please call or email for inter-
view. Previous experience of
hotel or house cleaning and
laundry is required. Please
contact for more information.
Tel: 086-1727479. Email:
rene.koller@bluewin.ch

MAXI 77 26-FOOT

SAILBOAT

For sale with equipment. In
good condition. New engine.
720,000 baht. Tel: 086-
9500313. Contact. Email:
retouchannel@hotmail.com

BUYING LIVEABOARD

Boat. Selling your liveaboard
dive boat? Tel: 65-63487172,
65-96722511. Fax: 65-638
93792. Email: headoffice@
fishermenscuba.com

DINGHY FOR SALE

Rubber-fiberglass, 3.2meters,
red,  no cover, no engine, just
checked and serviced.
43,000 baht. Tel: 076-398-
364, 081-9587435. Fax: 076-
398365. Email: Info@
Liveaboard-thailand.com

INDONESIAN WOODEN

boat. Thai registered wooden
boat and company for sale.
65ft long, 18ft wide, 30t
weight. Email: shaanxi.xian@
vipmail.hu

CRUISE IN STYLE

36' Oceanrace hull, twin
Volvo turbos, full interior,
turnkey, perfect condition,
3.5 million baht. Tel: 084-
8424861. Email: brittsplace
@hotmail.com

HOBIE16CATAMARAN

Good condition fun beach
boat for you and all the fam-
ily. 180,000 baht. Tel: 087-
2795021. Email: bbee_1@
hotmail.com

NEW DINGHY

2.2meters, rigid bottom.
Price 45,000 baht ono. Tel:
Ana 086-1204275.
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Island Job Mart

DOMESTIC STAFF

wanted. An English / Thai fam-
ily with 3 young children are
looking for a full time, experi-
enced, live-in nanny. We also
need a live-in or live-out gar-
dener/driver. Please call for
details. Tel: 081-893 7027.
Email: potter.ian@gmail.com

CHIEF ACCOUNTANT

Minimum 3 years' experience
as chief accountant. Good in
English. Good in reporting i.e.
cash flow, budget. Knowledge
of QuickBooks is a plus. Tel:
076-23 9111. Fax: 076-
238974. Email: hr@asia-
marine.net

SECRETARY-ACCT

Knowledge of English and ac-
counting needed. Office job in
Rawai. Good salary. Tel: 081-
5376866. Email: info@
platinumresidence.com

EXTRAS WANTED

Foreigners and Thai locals
(age: 5-40 years old)

We are shooting a French
TV Series and WE WANT

YOU!

We are shooting in the
area of TRANG, KRABI
and PHUKET.

Staring:

- Bernard Yesles as Phillip

- Isabel Otereo as
Mathilde

- Josephine Serre as
Juliette

- Aureiliea Wiik as
Gerome

We are offering:

* Daily rate

* Breakfast and lunch

* Transport

Shooting Schedule:

TRANG: Pakmeng Pier,
March 19, 2007

KRABI: Aonang Beach,
March 23-24, 2007

PHUKET: Governor’s
House, March 29-30,
2007

Casting at:

Sino House 1 Montree Rd.,
Muang, Phuket 83000

If you are interested con-
tact: Bomb at Tel: 085-
9089 825, Numtarn at Tel:
081-3412891 or Dear at
Tel: 086-9933445.

OFFICE MANAGER

Must be fluent in English,
competent with a computer
(Microsoft applications) and
experienced in office orga-
nization.

- Age of 25 years plus, fe-
male

- Excellent command of En-
glish language

- Pro-active management
style

- Pleasant and service-
minded personality

If you are interested, please
contact us at Damian Barrett
Electrical Marine Co Ltd.
Phuket Boat Lagoon. Tel:
076-239112. Fax: 076-
239058. Email: damian@
electrical-marine.com

RESEARCHER

wanted. Good research and
writing skills needed. Part-time
native English speaker. Email:
capitalinformationservices@
yahoo.co.uk

OFFICE POSITION

in Mai Khao. Position for
Thai National in our Client
Service/Administration. Re-
quires English and basic
computer skills. Starting
salary based on experience.
Applications with CV by fax
or email, please. Tel: 076-
348117, 081-9703028.
Fax: 076-348118. Email:
rob@sailing-thailand.com
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Tout, Trader
& Trumpet

Island Job Mart

Employment
Wanted

SEEKING

OPPORTUNITIES

38-year-old Englishman.
Former country manager for
a leading international com-
pany, seeks opportunities to
work in Thailand. Hard work-
ing, reliable and enthusiatic.
Tel: 085-9046706. Email:
euan_mcphee@hotmail.
co.uk

HEAD COOK

NEEDED

Run and manage a restau-
rant between Chalong &
Rawai. Please call Jeff for
more information.

Tel: 081-4760380.

SECRETARY

Required to work in Real Es-
tate office. Must have com-
puter skills. Able to read,
write and speak English.
Contact Phuket Island Real
Estate Co Ltd Tel: 076-
341871. Email: sales@
phuketislandrealestate.com

INTERNATIONAL

Reservations. Thai, male/fe-
male with online and phone
reservation experience dealing
with international clients. High
proficiency English communi-
cation, correspondence and
computer literacy is a must.
Own transportation and able
to work shifts. Email your CV
to: hrda@destinationair.com

TEACHER NEEDED

2 English-speaking students
ages 12 and 13 require teacher
15-30 hours per week teach-
ing basic general subjects, (En-
glish, math, science, history,
geography). Their home is be-
tween Cherng Talay and
Thalang. Position is for trained
internationally-qualified teacher
in your home or mine. Email:
pj_cctexas@hotmail.com

Looking for a job?

www.phuketgazette.net

Articles
for Sale

ANTIQUE

FURNITURE

Hanuman Antique is closing.
Last days with mega dis-
counts on furniture. Indo-
china, French colonial and
art deco styles. 50 to 70%
off. Open Monday to Friday.
51 Patak Road, Kata.

Please contact

Tel: 087-0820100 (UK),
087-0953010 (Thailand).

ARE YOU INTERESTED

in teakwood woodcarvings? I
will sell part of my collection
and give the money to the
Phendek foundation taking
care of young students. If you
are interested, please make
an appointment.  More info at
Tel: 081-5393668. Business

Opportunities

Bulletins

GUESTHOUSE

Beautiful! New guesthouse
with everything. 5-minute
walk from Kata  Beach. Priced
to sell quickly. New company,
construction, makes it easy for
foreigner to run and get work
permit. Tel: 081-8948446.

RENT BEAUTY SHOP

Includes 30 wedding dresses,
sauna and Jacuzzi. Shop is
80sqm, apartment is 60sqm.
Rawai. Call for more details.
Tel: 076-288070.

AIRLINE DIVING

5 Honda petrol-powered
floating airline diving units.
Ideal for beach rental or tour
use. No certification required.
Includes a large amount of
accessories and safety
equipment. Price: 275,000
baht. Please contact for
more details. Tel: 081-081-
5952. For more info email:
messagejohn@hotmail.com

GUESTHOUSE

for sale with restaurant/bar.
Located opposite main en-
trance to Royal Paradise Hotel.
6 guestrooms with shower,
aircon, TV.  Luxurious beautiful
restaurant with kitchen, high
standard. 14 million baht. Call
Tel: 081-8956587, 081-
8949060, 086-2697093.

DISCOTHEQUE

 in Phuket City. Fully furnished
and  equipped. Staff team.
Handles 300 people. For sale:
6 million baht. Tel: 085-889-
4537, 089-7317520.

KAMALA BAR AND

restaurant for sale. New reno-
vation in Dec 06. All equip-
ment is new, 40 seats. Price:
850,000 baht. More info at
Tel: 089-5911407.

RESTAURANT

for lease in Patong. Popular
restaurant/bar in Soi Sansabai.
Low rent! For details call Tel:
084-8500375.

CHLORINE-FREE

pools. Dealer/franchise avail-
able in Phuket for patented,
chlorine-free swimming pool
system from the US. 100%
chlorine-, salt-, and bromine-
free system. All training and
support given. Tel: 077-
245843, 087-2688008. Fax:
077-245843. Email: scott
@purapool.com  For further
details and  information, please
see our website at: www.
purapool.com

CASH REGISTER

Casio TV -T200- used one
week: 11,000 baht. Boat bi-
cycle Dahon with waterproof
carry bag: 5,000 baht. Artist
easel folds into carry bag:
3,000 baht. Tel: 085-783-
8336.

RESTAURANT

tables & chairs. For immediate
sale: 12 wooden tables and 45
wooden chairs with padded
cushions. Also have 14 swivel
barstools with padded cush-
ions. Nearly new condition;
first to see will buy. Tables and
chairs: 20,000 baht. Stools:
14,000. All together: 32,000.
Can send photo on request.
Tel: 087-2963256. Email:
royreflex@aol.com

LEAVING SALE THRU

March 18. Used furniture, ap-
pliances, other household
items, office supplies, books,
ladies shoes and clothes, etc.
From 5 baht to 1,000 baht.
Come, look, and take it away.
From 10am to 4pm, March
11-18, or until it's gone. List
available by email or fax. Phu-
ket City, near BKK Hospital
Phuket. Please call first. Tel:
085-8806558. Email:
shimachk@hotmail.com

RENOVATING

my house. I need to sell my
teakwood cabinets with spe-
cial woodcarving. Very beau-
tiful items which you cannot
find anymore in the near future.
Between 9am and 6pm. Tel:
081-5393668.

FULL SCUBA SET

Mares XL BCD, Black Rebel
Mares Reg set, 2 80-liter
tanks, 1 month old. 26,000
baht. Contact for more de-
tails. Tel: 087-9376961.

Email:
maxcomdive@gmail.com

RESTAURANT & BAR

50-seat restaurant on Patong
beach. Serious business of-
fers, quick sale. Tel: 087-
2632537.

FANCY BAR

for sale. Patong beach bar &
restaurant. Excellent high sea-
son, steady low season, good
customers from expensive ho-
tels. Yearly net profit not less
than 3 million baht. Tel: 087-
2677965. Email: xyz.victor@
yahoo.com
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Tout, Trader & Trumpet
GUESTHOUSE
for sale. Guesthouse in Patong
for sale with Thai company.
208sqm with Chanote title.
150m from Jungceylon on the
bypass road. Option to open 3
shops, extension to 7 floors.
Reasonable price: 19 million
baht. Tel: 086-1062566.
Email: philipp@loxinfo.co.th
See website: www.phuket-
apartment.info/for_sale.htm

RESTAURANT (PIZZA)
Nanai Rd, 2 units. 390,000
baht. Tel: 089-4696839
(Thai), 084-8506380. Email:
make@thaicard.net

GUESTHOUSE LEASE
4-year lease, 9 rooms, 15,000
baht a month rent, close to
beach. Tel: 076-342280,
081-9781956. Email: palm@
phuket.ksc.co.th

CAFE & BAR
Chalong. Wholesale & retail.
Pies, fish and chips, etc.
Cheap rent, includes accom-
modation, 2+2 years. Loyal
staff all training & recipes in-
cluded. 995,000 baht. A must
inspect. Tel: 087-0245036.

BAR FOR SALE
Popular and successful
Amigos bar in Soi Seadragon
for sale. Pool table, darts, own
sound system. Price nego-
tiable dependent on length of
lease required. Tel: 087-883-
8721. Email: bezpaulberridge
@hotmail.com

RESTAURANT
for sale. Fully equipped with
inside and outside tables. 4.5
year lease a bargain at 1.7
million baht. Tel: 087-891-
2351.

BAR RESTAURANT &
rooms for lease. 600,000
baht. Rent: 28,000 baht a
month, 6 months free. On
Nanai Rd, Patong. Call K. Pom
for more details. Tel: 085-
7911857, 086-9789863.

RENT SHOP, RAWAI
Shop 8mx8m, inside 2x8,
outside apartment 8x8. Air
conditioned, new, clean, on
main road. Tel: 089-0813183,
084-4454614.

BUSINESS ON WATER
Center console, new 6m
Aussie alloy in full Thai survey,
5 pax. Includes tow vehicle,
trailer & all licenses. Sell at
only 1.2 million baht (boat
value). Please contact for
more details. Tel: 076-292-
746, 081-8922824. Email:
makocraft@hotmail.com

BAR RESTAURANT
"Natalie's" on Nanai Rd,
Patong. Fully equipped bar and
kitchen with pool table, big TV,
and all furniture. 400,000
baht + low monthly rent. Tel:
076-292708, 089-6514279.
Email: m_saundersuk@
hotmail.com

PARTNER REQUIRED
I am looking for a partner to
develope a motorbike tour
company, must have business
and marketing skills and pref-
erably an interest in motor-
bikes. Call so we can talk. Tel:
081-5391380. Email: antry-
elgin@supanet.com

WEDDING CLOTHING
for men & women from 3,800
baht to 8,400 baht. Alex,
Rawai 262, Viset Rd. Tel:
076-288070.

BOOK SHOP SALE
Patong  OTOP book shop
sale: 690,000 baht. Call Tel:
084-1705552.

RESTAURANT/BAR
in Patong. With swimming
pool, Jacuzzi, pool table,
Internet PCs. A quiet, se-
cluded hideaway off Nanai Rd.
Tel: 081-9705180. Email:
wetwillys.hideaway@gmail.
com For photos and more info,
please see our website at:
www.willysclub.com

HOTEL FOR LEASE
Located in Patong Beach, 200
meters to the beach and en-
tertainment venues. 25 rooms
in impeccable condition. Rental
fee: 200,000 baht a month. No
key money. Call Tel: 086-
0043008. Email: info@
ayudhya.net  See website at:
www.ayudhya.net/english/
business/index.php

GUESTHOUSE
Kamala small guesthouse, bar,
restaurant. 4 rooms and small
apartment, beautiful terrace,
very clean. 1 minute to beach.
Wifi. 5-year lease. 900,000
baht. K. Bob. Tel: 081-
2661851.

KAMALA REST/BAR
New for rent. Main road. Fa-
mous pizza. Fully fitted and
ready to open. Lease 5 years,
6,000 baht per month. Key
money 400,000. Tel: 086-
2878966.

BAR FOR SALE
Karon bar for sale, fully
equipped. Contact for more
details. Tel: 089-5879551.

GUESTHOUSE
Patong. 16 rooms, newly reno-
vated. Internet, cable TV,
aircon, bar. 3 minutes to
beach, busy location, 6-year
lease. 4.6 million baht. Con-
tact Keith for more details. Tel:
087-0211763. Email:
keithhbrice @hotmail.com

SHOP FOR RENT
in Rawai beach, 7,500 baht
per month. Please call for
more info. Tel: 081-2732409.

Business

Products &

Service

BAR FOR SALE
Running business. Bar and ter-
race restaurant, strategic lo-
cation on Nanai Rd (opposite
7/11 and Family Mart) in front
of Carrefour. 80sqm, many
customers. 2-year lease, pos-
sibility of 3 years more. Very
nice decoration and design,
music installation. Price: 1.5
million baht. Monthly rent:
19,000 baht. Call Tel: 076-
342626, 081-7972173.

BAR RESTAURANT
and studio in Cherng Talay.
800,000 baht, low rent.
Please contact for details. Tel:
086-2812331. Email:
artscafephuket@yahoo.com

SAMUI RESORT
for lease. Small, well-known
Samui resort on a 23-year
lease. 16 million baht,  low rent.
Tel: 08-99731672. Email:
m_rombaut@yahoo.com

WEB DESIGN
COMPANY

Very successful web design
company for sale in Chiang
Mai. 90% offshore client
base. Hosting, domain ser-
vices, ecommerce, pro-
gramming and graphic art.
Tel: 053-895104.  Fax:
053-895104. Email: daniel
@mynicnames.com For
more information, please
see our website at: www.
citecasia.com

OPPORTUNITY: RAWAI
restaurant. 8,000 baht per
month. 60 seats, fully equipped.
15-year lease, 3.2 million baht.
Tel: 085-8843610.

VISA & LEGAL
SERVICES

Company registration 2,229
baht; one-year visa 5,999
baht; retirement visa 5,999
baht; work permit 5,999
baht; UK & US visa 16,999
baht. No more visa runs –
get a one-year visa for only
5,999 baht. Establish your
Thai company today, buy
land or start your business for
only 2,229 baht! Property
title search, sales contract
and land registration. Thai-
land’s largest legal service
network. Always low prices
by our licensed Thai lawyers.
Please contact for further
information. Tel: 076-345-
277.  Please email: info
@siam-legal.com Website:
www.siam-legal.com

TITLE SEARCH
Protect your investment.
Check the land title before you
buy. We offer full legal ser-
vices including purchase
agreement, lease and land
registration. Free consultation.
Tel: 076-345277. Please see
our website for more info:
www.siam-legal.com/land

MASSAGE & SPA
delivery. For men, by men
only. Escort to your room or
home. Please call for more
details. Tel: 084-4413048.

NO 1 VISA &
ACCOUNTING

Best prices & service! Visa
service for Thai and foreign-
ers, company registration
and work permit. Tel: 076-
280447, 087-2650595.
For more information email:
phuket@no1visa.com

JEAB'S JUMPING
CASTLES

8 models.
For children's parties.
Tel: 081-8939742.

www.
phuketjumpingcastles.com

CHIROPRACTOR
Dr. Richard  Cracknell. Tel:
076-330889. For further
details, please see our
website at: www.chiro
practic-phuket.com

OSTEOPATH

UK-trained. Call Tel: 076-
388524, 081-6072343.

SAILING TRIPS
Big boat, day or overnight.
European and Thai food,
shade, fishing, snorkeling,
kayaks.

Good rates.

Tel: 081-6771641.

NAI HARN NIGHTCLUB
for sale. Offered for sale just
walking distance from Nai
Harn Beach is this profession-
ally-built club. More than 1
million baht in assets alone.
Price: 1.4 million baht. Tel:
085-127 4273. Info at email:
mjbruggink@yahoo.com
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Wheelsheelsheelsheelsheels & Motorsotorsotorsotorsotors
Advertisements

Pickups

AUDI A4 FOR SALE
1.8l, auto, 1997. Dark green
metallic with beige leather
interior and 17" wheels with
new tires. Beautiful car, only
6 on the island. 370,000 baht.
Tel: 085-1191891.  For more
information email: c_commie
@yahoo.com

MITSUBISHI EVO
VIII MR. White on white,
Momo wheels, 2 years old,
maintained by Mitsubishi
Ralliart Thailand. 1.75 mil-
lion baht. Please contact  Tel:
085-1191891 or email:
c_commie@yahoo.com

HONDA CITY

1999, 1500cc. 110,000km,
manual gears, looks new,
must be seen. Price 260,000
baht. Tel: 087-2709093.
Email: s.anut@hotmail.com

TOYOTA MIGHTY X
4 doors. 1994. Only 120,000
km, runs excellent & clean.
Asking 185,000 baht. BG.
Tel: 076-341827.

ISUZU DMAX CAB4

2003, 160,000km, perfect
condition, good runner, 3.0,
auto gears, only one owner.
Price 540,000 baht. Tel:
087-2709093. Email: s.anut
@hotmail.com

Saloon Cars

TOYOTA CROWN
Royal saloon. This car is beau-
tiful to look at and in perfect
condition. 1991 model with
Class 1 insurance. Manual
shift. Contact for more info.
Tel: 084-8491091. Email:
johnleinfelder@yahoo.com

SLK200 BENZ
Convertible, 1997, perfect
condition, 80,000km. Full in-
surance. 1.95 million baht.
Tel: 087-8904528. Email:
fullmoonlaser@hotmail.com

BMW 1990 S5
Silver, excellent condition.
Leaving Thailand soon.
Please contact Bill. Tel: 081-
6936972.

FORD RANGER 2006
Open cab, silver, 28,000km.
355,000 baht. Tel: 084-
4413633.

FOR SALE
Ford Ranger, XLT model.
2002 diesel, 71,000km, ex-
cellent condition. Only
270,000 baht. Call Dieter.
Tel: 086-2812899.

ISUZU D-MAX FULL
OPTIONS+++

2004 D-Max, 3.0TD manual
gearbox, full service history, 2
owners, 54,000km, over
150,000 baht in extras, mint
condition, must be seen.
520,000 baht. Tel: 084-
8507170. For info  email:
rooke_simon@hotmail.com

NISSAN NV CAP
For sale by a farang woman.
2 years old, 63,000km. Ser-
viced at Nissan. 290,000
baht. Excellent condition.
Manual transmission. Tel:
081-9785058.

TOYOTA VIGO 2005
Automatic, 35,000km.
600,000 baht or 270,000
down and 23 x 14,155
baht. Reason for sale: going
back to Europe. Please con-
tact for more information.
Tel: 089-2907837.

MITSUBISHI STRADA
4-door GCAB, 2005, only
8,000km. Looks and drives
like new. 375,000 baht. For
more info Tel: 089-8314703.

ISUZU PICKUP
Spacecab. Looks good; in
good condition. Year 1995.
225,000 baht. Contact for
details. Tel: 086-7418345.
Email: info@1nj.de

NISSAN NV
2000/01 AUTO

Queencab, 1.6l, automatic
gears, aircon, only 68,000
km, new 17" alloy wheels &
tires, new sport suspension
springs, new sport exhaust,
New CD player (ready for
ipod) & speakers. This car is
like new! Price: 265,000
baht. Tel: 089-5909948.
Email: johanh@loxinfo.co.th

Computers

GET YOU@
YOURNAME.COM

Want to have emails @ your
own domain? Now it is
easier than ever to get
them! Get professional email
hosting for your domain
name instead of using a free
email service provider. Do-
main name + hosting: only
1,250 baht a year. Email:
office@gasserweb. com
For further details, please
see our website at:
www.gasserweb.com

POWERFUL PC
Intel DualCore 3.4Ghz 4MB
L2, GeForce 6600GT, DVD
Multi, 120GB SATA hard
drive, 17" LCD monitor.
23,000 baht. Tel: 08-9908
7350. Email: jacek_fi@
hotmail.com

NOTEBOOK, PC
Notebook and PC sale. Start-
ing at 9,000 baht. Please call
for more information. Tel:
086-4704921.

Golf Sets

HOGAN GOLF SET
Irons 3-9 + E + putter, new
grips. 1 driver (Big Bertha) and
bag. Only 9,500 baht  or best
offer. Tel: 087-092 9921. For
more info email: joe_anusara
@yahoo.com

Personals

Miscellaneous
for Sale

BUILT-IN COMPUTER
Bought Nov 2005. Pentium 4,
2.66 GHZ, 512MB Kingstone
DDR RAM, Seagate 40GB
HDD, floppy drive, Asrock
775vm800 main board, 17"
Samsung monitor, CD ROM
Genuine Windows XP with
code key. Logitech webcam
+ some CD games + 500
VA UPS + Canon BJC-
265SP printer. Tel: 081-090-
3698. Email: maxidive@
gmail.com

SECONDHAND DIVE
equipment. Camaro wetsuit
5mm 2,000, BCD Scubapro
Glide 500, never used 5,000.
Seacsub knife like new 1,000.
Strobe light 200.  Mares dive
bag with wheels 2,000. BCD
Seaquest Spectrum 3, 1,500.
Tel: 076-28 2403, 081-
8942908. For more details
email: beatduss@orchid-
services.com

Dive Gear

COMPLETE SET
Mares Reg Set, XL BCD,
mask, snorkel, fins, 2 80-litre
aluminum tanks, all new. Paid
40,000, will sell for 25,000.
Best offer gets. 1 month old,
have receipts and warranty
from Siam Diving Chalong.
Please contact for more de-
tails. Tel: 087-937-6961.
Email: maxcomdive@
gmail.com

OFFICE DESK
Because of a move to a new
location, we are selling 6
desks. Index brand, good con-
dition. One desk for 1,000
baht; 6 desks for 5,000 baht.
Tel: 081-8915343.

BACKGAMMON
Retired Businessman looking
for Backgammon Players on
Phuket Island. Call Tel: 081-
5778443.

Equipment
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CHEVY COLORADO
4x4, low miles, 4-door, black.
650,000 baht. Please con-
tact for more information.
Tel: 087-8821963.

MITSUBISHI TRITON
SALE

3.2 GLS, auto, 4wd, top
condition, 22,000km, 1 year
old. Sale due to departure.
730,000 baht. Tel: 081-
8940580.

SUZUKI JEEP 4WD

1999, 1300cc, 70,000km,
manual gears, fun-to-drive
jeep. Price: 240,000 baht.
Tel: 087-2709093. Email:
s.anut@hotmail.com

ISUZU CAB4, 4WD

2001, 56,000km, manual
gears, 3.0, good condition.
Price: 470,000 baht. Tel:
087-2709093. Email:
s.anut@hotmail.com

MAZDA TRIBUTE
3.0 V6

2004, full options in top con-
dition. White + two tone.
Only 45,000km. Full insur-
ance. Price 730,000 baht
ono. Please contact for more
details. Tel: 087-2709093,
081-9562406. More info
email: s.anut@hotmail.com

Motorbikes

Gazette Online Classifieds
10,000 readers every day!

CHOPPER FOR SALE
750 Viago. Paid 125,000
baht. Sell 100,000 baht ono.
Tel: 087-1466622.

HONDA PHANTOM
50,000km on new engine re-
build by Honda, new clutch,
good condition. New tires,
must see. Only 55,000 baht.
Contact for further details.
Tel: 087-8821963. Email:
benlee53@hotmail.com

FORD ESCAPE 3.0
XLT, black, full service his-
tory. 62,000km, auto,
2004. 650,000 baht ono.
Surin. Tel: 081-5372018,
081-0779365.

KIA SPORTAGE 4WD
1997. Full service in Decem-
ber. Owner for 5 years, going
back to Europe. 295,000 baht
to include full comprehensive
insurance. Please contact for
more information. Tel: 089-
9723861, 081-7378662.
Email: ba@kiwibrian.com

HARLEY DAVIDSON
1. Heritage,classic twincam
1,450cc, year 2004, only
2,800km, con. 98% + book
price. 830,000 baht. 2. V-ROD
B, year 2004, silver color, con.
98% + book price. 790,000
baht. Call K. Sumon. Tel: 081-
6919346. Email: sumon
@ridethailand.com

YAMAHA FAZER

As new, 2004, 1,000cc,
only  10,700km. Sell for
295,000 baht. Tel: 081-
5370331. For info email:
phuket@cbre.co.th

HONDA VARADERO
1000cc. Model 2001
34,000km, green book, 2-
month guarantee, good con-
dition. 380,000 baht. Tel:
086-0207205. Email:
blackyrider@yahoo.com

JRD SCOOTER
SNOW T

125 cc, automatic, turbo, or-
ange. June 06. 45,000 baht,
now 25,000. K.Elmar. Tel:
085-6191382.

ISUZU D-MAX LS
3.0 iteq, 4x4, Jan ’05, 4 doors,
ABS, airbags, wide alloy
wheels, MP3. Only: 595,000
baht. Tel: 089-9662994. Email:
nengrich@gmail.com

Rentals

Wanted

MIO, CLICK, STEP
bike wanted, automatic
Yamaha Mio, Honda Click or
Suzuki Step motorbike. Please
contact Colin for more details.
Tel: 084-1861858. Email:
coltat1962@yahoo.com

4 x 4s

PROBABLY BEST
WILLY IN TOWN

Willy MUTT M151A1 mili-
tary jeep. US original (ar-
rived in Thailand in 1982).
Engine: Ford Keiser (prob-
ably a 1.8l engine). Engine
and gearbox reconditioned.
Stereo: Panasonic with CD
changer located in ammo
box. Color: Dark gray with
fawn sunbrella, fabric hood
and seat covers. Spares:
original hood and other
parts. Roll bar and seat
belts fitted. Tires new for
on and  off road. Owner is
relocating. Call for appoint-
ment to see the car. Tel:
076-377713, 086-945
6433. Fax: 076-377713.
Email: khuntik@myway.
com

RANGE ROVER
4.6 HSE

Superb Range Rover, 4.6 V8
engine, air suspension, all new
leather, electric memory
seats, HID lights, climate con-
trol, 3-screen DVD with Dolby
12 speaker surround, revers-
ing camera. The best 4x4.
Only 850,000 baht for quick
sale. Tel: 087-8867360.
Email: paul@nebbs.com

TOYOTA FORTUNER
2005. 3.0D. Trade for auto
gear or for sale. Call for more
details. Tel: 089-0219504,
086-2791602.

SELL DOUBLE CAB
Triton Mitsubishi, 4WD,
black, 2.5. All options, 7
months  old, 12,000km. Tel:
085-7972231.

ISUZU D-MAX 3.O
DTI. 2006, auto, black,
14,000km, full insurance, 4
doors, ABS, airbags. 665,000
baht. For more information
Tel: 084-9025810. Email:
hhimmelroos@l uukku.com

TOYOTA SPORT RIDER
Registered in May 2000. Only
18,600km. One  owner, full
music system, CD, subwoofer,
amp, etc. 420,000 baht for quick
sale.  Contact for more details.
Tel: 081-8930272. Email:
hakan@derani-yachts.com

ISUZU D-MAX CAB4
SX NOV 2003

Genuine 70,000km, 4
doors, excellent condition,
metallic gold, Carryboy, full
service history, one owner.
450,000 baht. Please con-
tact for more information.
Tel: 076-321402, 081-
7372177. Email: nikki.
indigosiam@gmail.com

FORD RANGER 4X4
for sale. Ford Ranger. 4-
wheel drive, 2002. 4 doors.
Blue color. Big front bumper,
big wheels, good stereo,
many extras. 9x,xxxkm. No
accidents. 385,000 baht.
Contact for more information.
Tel: 081-2721123. Email:
ganokitty@hotmail.com

ISUZU VEGA 2800cc
Year 2000, auto, 4x4, turbo
diesel. 155,000km, 5-door,
gold. Good condition, one
owner. 450,000 baht. Please
contact for more information.
Tel: 084-0577505.

KIA SPORTAGE
4-wheel drive. Good runner.
Only 160,000 baht. Call Tel:
086-1542255.

TOYOTA SPORT RIDER
SR5. Luxury version of Sport
Rider, SR 5 Limited, 3.0 die-
sel. Leather seats, manual
gears, stereo. Well-main-
tained, only one owner.
430,000 baht. Please con-
tact for more information.
Tel: 081-8934066. Email:
hakan@derani-yachts.com

KAWASAKI 175 BOSS
with 12,000km. Greenbook,
5 years old. Top case "Givi"
rack side boxes, side rack,
windshield, bumper. Price:
55,000 baht. Tel: 086-
2692038.

YAMAHA FOR SALE
Nouvo model. 2002. 26,000
km, good condition. Only
19,500 baht. Call Dieter. Tel:
086-2812899.

HONDA STEED 400 CC
Disc brakes front and rear,
saddle bags, crash bars, spot
lights. Great looking bike with
book. 125,000 baht. For more
info Tel: 086-9903547.

MOTO GUZZI V11
Sport built. 2001, silver,
cross pipe, carbon fiber ex-
haust, original spare parts,
import papers are good but
no registration. 250,000
baht. More details or photo
at Tel: 081-6255300. Email:
joneuhaus@ hotmail.com

NEW CAR FOR RENT

New car for rent. Special
price for long-term rental.
Tel: 081-5388567. Email:
suksavat@hotmail.com

RENT NEW CARS
Vios: 18,000 baht per month.
Altis: 22,000 baht per
month. New motorbike for
rent. Call for more details. Tel:
084-1567162.

JRD CHOPPER
Great condition. One careful
owner. 1 year old, extras,
taxes and  insurance  included.
32,000 baht. Tel: 083-
3913525.

SCOOTERS: NOUVO
AND CLICK

2006, low km, looks new, no
accidents. Sell Nouvo:
42,000 baht; Click: 39,000
baht. Tel: 081-3670991.

KAWASAKI ZX12R
Ninja. Year 2004, with
16,000km, green book,
Phuket registered. Upgrading
to K1200S. Will consider se-
rious offers around 300,000
baht. Call for viewing appoint-
ment. Call Tel: 076-264692,
081-0862112.

MOTORBIKE FOR RENT
Cheap. Honda Wave: 2,400
baht. Mio auto: 3,300 baht.
Honda Click: 5,000 baht. All
price per month. Please con-
tact for more details. Tel: 076-
288542, 086-6837162. Email:
somthawin_pw@hotmail.com

JAZZ AND CIVIC
For rent at 18,000 baht per
month. Tel: 089-9708281.
Email: kevpkt@hotmail.co.uk

P.M.P. CAR RENT
and taxi service. Toyota
Wish, Camry, Vios, Yaris
and Honda Jazz for rent.
Short term or long term.
Minibus for tour, taxi ser-
vice. Call for more details.
Tel: 087-2646808, 083-
1743880.

2007 TOYOTA YARIS
White Yaris for rent. Auto-
matic, aircon, ABS, airbag,
CD, MP3, tinted windows.
18,000 baht per month for
6-month minimum. Contact
for more details. Tel: 089-
9733276. Email: may@
patongbeachthailand.com

NEW TOYOTA SOLUNA
Vios for rent. 6,000 baht per
week, 19,000 baht per month.
Mio: 4,000 baht per month.
Call for more details. Tel: 089-
5885692.

A1 CAR RENTAL

Cars, trucks, jeeps – fully in-
sured for rental. Best prices for
long-term rental: 12,000 to
20,000 baht a month. Toyota
Altis 1.8G, top model, long-
term only. For details. Tel:
089-8314703.  For further
information please email:
a1carrent@myway.com
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