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ALIVE! After
four daysadrift

Australian woman survives ordeal at seainadinghy

By Anongnat Sartpisut

PHUKET: Australian mother-of -
four Dominique Courteille, 57,
survived an ordeal of four days
adrift on the Andaman Sea and
the Straits of Maacca in adin-
ahy. |

Speaking to the media at
Bangkok Hospital Phuket
(BHP), the Belgian-born natural -
ized Australian said that she and
her crew went ashore on Koh
Lipe, in Satun Province, on
March 2 to eat at a restaurant,
leaving her yacht Sonnet moor-
ed only 150 meters offshore.

Later that night, she re-
turned to the yacht alone as the
other crew members, Manfred
“Richie” Neustifter, 24, and
Conrad Ohlier, 43, had decided
to stay on the island a while
longer.

However, the dinghy’s en-
gine ran out of fuel as Ms
Courteille was returning to Son-
net, and a combination of high
windsand abnormally-strong cur-
rents swept the now-powerless
boat out to sea.

“lI went straight past the
yacht and tried to row as best as
| could, but I’'m not the strongest
of rowers,” said Ms Courteille.
“1 then tried to signal to other
yachts with my oars and |
shouted for help, but pretty soon
they were too far away and
couldn’t hear me.

“Atfirst| wasvery relaxed
because | was sure that my
friends, who are good sailors,
would noticemegone, and come
tofind me. But it was nighttime,
so it was very difficult for them
[to do so] and by that time | had
aready been taken too far out by

REUNITED: Dominique Courteille hugs Manfred ‘Richie’ Neustifter,
one of her two crew members, who feared she was dead.

the current, which was much,
much stronger than usual.”

She said, “It was terrible
because there was shipping
passing and it consisted of cargo
ships and fishing boats, all of
which were much bigger than
my dinghy. | was going very
slow and the waves were high. |
was trying to get them to notice
me and | shouted and shouted,
but the wind carried my voice
away.”

Ms Courteille went on to
explain that each day of her or-
deal shetied arope around her-
self and dlipped into the sea, so
asto avoid direct sunlight.

Contemplating death, Ms
Courteillewrote onthedinghy’s

sides, “I did not commit suicide!
It was an accident with the en-
gine that sent me off into the
blue. | am very sad to die be-
cause | would have loved to see
you live. I'm astonished that no
one has come looking for me,
because |’ mthree milesfromthe
island and, after that, nothing. |
love you all. Think of me from
time to time while dropping a
flower in the water.”

Help finally arrived on
March 6 in the form of an Indo-
nesian fishing boat fromthe Yee
Long Trading Company. The
crew memberstook her on board
and fed her biscuits and water,
her first food for four days; all

Continued on page 2
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Dive
operators
facetax
probe

By Gazette Staff

PHUKET: Following aFebruary
23 meeting to discuss problems
in Phuket’s recreational divein-
dustry, anew committee will be
formed to ensure that al dive
operators are accurately report-
ing their income — and paying
taxesonit.

Phuket’s Chief Administra:
tive Officer (Palad) Nivit Aroon-
rat told the Gazette that the meet-
ing, chaired by himself at there-
quest of Phuket Governor Udom-
sak Uswarangkura, was at-
tended by officialsfrom the Tour-
ismAuthority of Thailand (TAT)
Region 4 officein Phuket and the
Phuket Provincial Offices of
Revenue, Employment, Marine
and Fisheries.

There are 106 dive opera-
tors in Phuket, of which about
70% are owned by foreigners, K.
Nivit said.

“Many people have [com-
plained] about having so many
foreigners coming here to open
diveshopsthat give back littleto
our country. Although most are
registered inthe name of aThai,
these are just proxies. The com-
paniesare actually administrated
by foreigners, which makesit dif-
ficult for us to know their real
number of customers, staff, boats
and income,” he said.

“Itisn't fair for these com-
panies to take in 50,000 to
100,000 baht from each cus-
tomer for divetripsand then give
nothing back to Phuket in taxes.

“Thereare many dive com-
panies in Phuket that are evad-
ing taxes. This is why we will
form a special committee to
oversee the industry and check
on these dive outfits to see how

Continued on page 2
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Diveoperators
facetax probe

From page 1

much incomethey actually make
and how many peoplethey really
employ,” hesaid.

The committee would also
establish zonesin provincial wa-
ters where tours could be con-
ducted; other areas would be de-
clared off-limits as conservation
zones. However, the government
agenciesinvolved in environmen-
tal protection said at the meeting
that they hadn’t received any re-
ports of environmental damage
being caused during divetours.

K. Nivit added that there
was no reason to have so many
foreign dive masterswhen Thais
were capable of doing thisjob.

“Thais can be the dive
teachers, but theforeignersdon’t
give us the chance to do it,” he
said.

Jeroen Deknatel, Managing
Director of Fantasea Divers -
Ocean Rover Cruises, said, “Ba-
sically itisgood that the authori-
ties[will] takeacloser ook at the
dive industry. Dive companies
should work harder at being good
corporate citizens.

“There are till some dive
shops that employ foreigners
without work permits and there
are many dive boats that are not
up to Western safety standards.

“However, most govern-
ment officials do not have de-
tailed knowledge of how thedive
industry works, and this can lead
to misunderstandings and false
accusations.”

Australian woman alive and well after four-day ordeal

From page 1.

that she had consumed in the four days of
her ordeal were her own urine and six ant-

acid tablets.

Pol Sgt Yaomarn Chumchen of the
Tourist Palice told the Gazette that she was
rescued around 5 pm. He explained that the
Indonesian boat arrived in Phuket on March

7 at 5 am and that Ms Courteille was first
taken to the fishermen’s accommodation in
Pae Diok on Koh Sireh. Tourist Police offic-
ers |later drove her to BHP for treatment for
exposure and dehydration.

A former air hostess of SabenaAirlines
and occasional professiona translator, Ms
Courteille is “a very lucky lady” said Mr

Call for action against
child-sex tourists

By Anongnat Sartpisut

KATA: Theleader of aworkshop
on countering child-sex tourismon
March 3 called for hotel and tour-
ism industry workers, and even
touriststhemselves, to report any
behavior they suspect might be
leading up to sexua abuse of a
child.

The workshop, at the Kata
Beach Resort, was aimed at
teaching those present — 64 gov-
ernment officers, hotel staff, sou-
venir vendors, tour company and
restaurant staff, and karaoke
workers — to identify types of
behavior that might lead to abuse
of children.

It was led by Anita Dodds
of theAustralian anti-child-abuse
organization Child Wise, who ex-
plained, “ Child Wise recognizes
Thailand as a hot-spot challenge
areawhich already has child-sex
tourism, so training courses are

TURN A CHILD-SEX TRURIST
INTD AN EX-TDURIST.

P
o

Fliers issued by Child Wise carry
tough messages.

being conducted to prevent this
kind of problem.”

The workshop introduced
attendees to strong slogans, in-
cluding “Don’t turn away. Turn

Worker electrocuted in Patong

PATONG: A young man who
electrocuted himself whileweld-
ing a sign outside the Thawee-
wong Rd Post Office on the af-
ternoon of February 27, died of
circulatory and respiratory failure
four days later.

High-voltage e ectricity shot

through Surat Thani native
Roong-atit Piboon, 18, after he
swung his arc welder and acci-
dentally touched an exposed
power cable along the beach
road in Patong. K. Roong-atit,
two stories above ground and at-
tached by a safety harness to a
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metal railing, slumped over the
sign unconscious. Many tourists
witnessed the gruesome event.

Kathu Police immediately
called the Kusoldharm Emer-
gency Rescue Foundation, mem-
bers of which climbed onto the
roof of an adjacent bar and freed
the unconscious welder.

Panya Song-la-or, avolun-
teer with thefoundation, later told
the Gazette that K. Roong-atit’s
clothes were still smoldering
when they arrived at the accident
scene.

Theera Phrueksanan, Man-
ager of the Provincial Electricity
Authority’s Patong office, told the
Gagzette that the accident was
caused by the victim’s own neg-
ligencein misusing insulating cov-
ersprovided by the power author-

ity

“A circuit breaker cut the
power [after K. Roong-atit
touched the cable] but the dam-
age was already done,” he said.
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them in” and “Turn a child-sex
touristinto an ex-tourist.”

The campaign urges people
to report suspicious behavior to
Tel: 1300, a number being re-
servedinall Association of South-
east Asian countries asa24-hour
hotline to receive such reports.

UNCOMFORTABLE

“The messageis clear,” said Ms
Dodds. “If the behavior of other
tourists makes you feel uncom-
fortable, don't turn away; turn
them into the authorities.”

Urgjchata Chaochalakorn,
Director of the Office of Tour-
ism Development (OTD), which
helped coordinate the workshop,
said that the number of reported
casesof childtraffickingand child
sex abuse in Thailand has been
decreasing.

Although shehad nofigures
to back up her assertion, she
noted, “Most caseshaveinvolved
foreigners who had been staying
in the country for two or three
months, or longer.”

Phuket Tourist Police In-
spector Pol Mg Bundit Khaosu-
tham said that hisofficershad yet
to arrest anyone for pedophilia

However, he said, “Since
October, we have beeninvestigat-
ing fiveforeignerswho entered the
country on tourist visas, but they
have yet to break the law.”

Neustifter of Australia's Gold Coast. “We're
looking at aliving miracle,” hesaid. “It'sun-
believable.”

Ms Courteille managed to find some-
thing positivefrom her ordeal, telling friends
that at night she had seen beautiful constella-
tions. “You know, | was never afraid; | was
sure that something was going to happen.”

Dr Santi Lertnukkhid of
BHP said, “She was in surpris-
ingly good condition and wasquite
strong when she camein, consid-
ering that she has a history of
congenital liver disease. Thisex-
perience has been tough for her,
but she survived.”

All quiet on
airportlimo
front —for now

PHUKET: The ongoing quest by
Phuket’s meter taxi drivers to
have a service counter inside the
arrivals hall at Phuket Interna-
tional Airportisin limbo asthey
wait for a decision from Airport
Authority of Thailand (AAT)
headquarters in Bangkok.

On October 31 Phuket Gov-
ernor Udomsak Uswarangkura
issued a CEO order instructing
the airport to allow a service
counter. But Phuket Airport Di-
rector Sg/Ldr Pornchai Eua-aree
told the Gazette that he sent the
order to the AAT only last month
because of continuing disagree-
ment between thetaxi driversand
the limousine cooperatives over
the contents of the order.

Thehigh season hasresulted
in the matter being given a low
priority by all sides, said Theera-
yuth Prasertphol of the Phuket
Provincia Transportation Office;
both taxi and limousine drivers
have been too busy carrying tour-
iststo worry about the taxi desk.

But, he said, the problem
will gain prominence again when
the low season arrives and busi-
ness slows.

— Sangkhae Leelanapaporn

Scheduled blackouts in March

PHUKET: The Phuket Provincial Elec-
tricity Authority (PPEA) hasannounced
scheduled blackouts for March in order
to continue ongoing work ontheisland’'s
high-voltage power lines.

Scheduled blackouts will occur
between 9 am and 4 pmin thefollowing
aress.

Mar ch 14, Chalong-K ata: south
sideof Patak Rd, from Chalong Circleto
thetelephonesignal station on KataHill,
including Moo Baan Patak.

March 28, Phuket City: Suthat
Rd from Phuket Provincial Prison to
the intersection with Thalang Rd, in-

cluding Soi Suthat 1 and 2, Luang Pho
Wat Chalong Rd and some parts of
Dibuk Rd.

March 28, Phuket City: Surin
Rd, from the intersection with Narison
Rd to the intersection with Phang Nga
Rd (Mazda showroom), including Soi
Surin 2, 3, 4 and 5, and Moo Baan Kula-
wadee.

Also, the south side of Phang Nga
Rd as far as the intersection with Tilok
Utit 2 Rd (Royal Phuket City Hotel).

This information is subject to
change without notice. For more infor-
mation or updates, call Tel: 076-211663.
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Tsunami aid theft investigation staggers on

PHUKET: More than a year after 2.05
million baht intsunami aid fundswent miss-
ing from Phuket Provincial Hall, the po-
lice investigation against the sole suspect
isgtill far from complete.

Themost recent delayshaveresulted
from the wrong forms being submitted,
twice, to the Police Forensic Science Of -
ficein Bangkok.

Meanwhile, the man charged withthe
alleged theft, Apichart Nooprod, continues
to work asthe Chief of the Finance Divi-
sion of the Phuket Provincial Financial
Office (PPFO).

The 2.05 million baht was reported
missing from ametal strongbox inalocked
room at Provincial Hall on February 15,

2005. Police photos appeared to show the
box had been tampered with.

On March 11, 2005, however, apar-
allel investigation headed by then-Vice-
Governor Supachai Yuwaboon concluded
that the money was lost due to “poor ac-
counting”.

K. Apichart was arrested on April
22. After he claimed he would not get a
fair trial in Phuket, the Phuket Attorney’s
Office agreed to transfer the case to the
Attorney Generd’sOffice, Region 8 (AG8)
in Surat Thani.

Last November, after several months
of miscommunication, AG8 asked the
Phuket Palice to resume their investiga:
tion and submit evidence so that it could

decide whether to lodge court charges
against K. Apichart.

On December 20, 2005, Phuket Gov-
ernor Udomsak Uswarangkuratold report-
ers he would be prepared to repay the
funds if, as the CEO Governor, he were
found ultimately responsible.

On March 3, five months after AG8
officials requested more evidence, Pol Lt
Col Sien Kaewthong told the Gazette that
policearestill awaiting resultsof forensic
testson “samples’ submitted to the Police
Forensic Science Office in Bangkok.

“The reason it is going so dowly is
that we have to work with so many offi-
cias. We collected the evidencein Decem-
ber, but twice submitted it with the wrong

paperwork. It was finally submitted with
the correct documents in February.

“Now we arewaiting for the results.
When they arrive, we will forward al the
evidenceto the prosecutor’sofficein Surat
Thani, as requested,” he said.

K. Apichart told the Gazette that he
has not been keeping up with progress (or
lack of it) in the case. “1 know | aminno-
cent, so | don’'t need to know anything
about that. How can the police collect more
‘evidence’ against me when | am not the
one responsible?’ he asked.

He added, however, that he does not
intend to sue the police in the event that
the case against him is dismissed. “I just
want all of thisto end,” he said.

Japanese
tourist dies

while diving

KOH RACHA YAI: Japanese
tourist Akira Egoshi, 24, died
whiledivingin Siam Bay, off Koh
RachaYai, on March 1.

Pol Lt Col Chana Sutthimas
of the Chalong Police told the
Gazettethat 11 Japanesetourists,
led by four dive masters from
KataDiving CoLtd, left Chalong
Pier aboard Laddawan 5 at 8:20
am, bound for Koh Racha Yai.

“The crew of Laddawan 5
calledinabout 4 pmto report that
adiver wasmissing,” hesaid. “ At
that time, their divers were still
looking for him.”

He said that it seemed Mr
Egoshi swam away from the
other diversand became snagged
on a rock. Unable to free him-
self, heran out of oxygen.

Marine Police launched a
search for Mr Egoshi, Col Chana
said. “His body was taken to
Vachira Phuket Hospital, where
it wasidentified. We are continu-
ing our investigationinto theinci-
dent,” he added.

The Gazette made repeated
attempts to contact senior man-
agement at KataDive Co Ltd but
without success.

By Janyaporn Morel

PHUKET CITY: More than
10,000 people attended a Demo-
crat Party rally held at Saphan
Hin March 5 aspart of theparty’s
Southern Mobile Tour.

Many held up signsprotest-
ing against Prime Minister
Thaksin Shinawatra's perceived
heavy-handed political and finan-
cial tactics. “Wedon't want to be
Thaksin's shoes!” read one,
while another announced, “ Phu-
ket people are anti-Thaksin! We
want our country back!”

The Democrats held the
rally to explainto voterswhy the
party had decided to boycott the
snap parliamentary electionsand
to explain why they felt it was
wrong for PM Thaksin to have
dissolved Parliament.

Democrat Party Secretary

B2bn upgrade for Canyon course

MAI KHAQ: TheBlue Canyon Country Club (BCCC) hasannounced
that its Lakes Course will undergo upgrading from April 3, with the
end of this year penciled in as the target date to reopen the course.
The Canyon Course will remain open for play.

Theredevelopment of the L akes Course followsthe announce-
ment in December last year of a 2-billion-baht “strategic partner-
ship” between Murex, the club’s owner and RREEF Global Oppor-
tunities Fund 1l LLC, a real estate investment fund managed by
Deutsche Bank’s DB Real Estate arm.

SiaLeng Yuen, the Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of
BCCC, said of the course redevelopment, “Thisisonly thefirst part
of our overall master plan to position Blue Canyon in theforefront of
all theintegrated golf and country club resortsin Asia.”
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Democr ats
dam PM at
Phuket rally

Suthep Tueksuban, the first to
speak at the rally, said that the
Democrats decided to boycott the
election because they did not
want to be part of PM Thaksin's
“...plan to cover up for himself
and his mistakes”.

“Do not think that because
the Democrat Party is not taking
part in the election that we are
not there for the public. We are
still your representatives in the
fight against the Thaksin regime
and in the struggle to return true
democracy to Thailand,” hesaid.

“If there still is an election
on April 2, 1 would like to ask
Phuket people to put a crossin
thelast box [inthe ballot papers],
the one that says, ‘I don't want
tovotefor anybody’. And wewill
see how many Thai peopledon’t
want Thaksinto be Prime Minis-
ter anymore,” he said.

Other speakers were Dr
Trirong Suwankeree and Dr
Surin Pitsuwan, both deputy |ead-
ers of the party.

ANDARK

Low-key entry onto the political stage: Wlsut Santikul (left) and
Dr Sriyada Palimapan.

TRT candidatesregister

PHUKET CITY: Withlittle fanfare and facing an uncharted politi-
cal landscape, Phuket’'s two Thai Rak Thai (TRT) Party candi-
dates — TRT District 1 candidate Dr Sriyada Palimapan and Dis-
trict 2 candidate Wisut Santikul — registered for the April 2 snap
parliamentary election onApril 6.

About 20 supporters were on hand to cheer on the two can-
didates and to offer them flower garlands.

“1 accept that the current [political] climate has caused [the
TRT] stress, but April 2will be the day when the people cantell us
what they want by how they vote ... Although we don’t know how
many partieswill register candidates, there will be many boxeson
the ballot for voters to choose from,” she said.

One of the options alluded to in that comment was the “ vote-
for-no-one” ballot option.

K. Wisut said, “ Some people are opposed to [TRT], and are
protesting against us. But there are still some groups — the silent
majority, the grassroots people who have benefited from TRT poli-
cies—who will make their voices heard this time around.”

SOME CALL THIS PARADISE, YOU CAN CALL IT HOME

Kamala Beach Sales Office T: o76 279 255-6

M:

09 873 0033

E: info@andaraphuket.com

A prestigious Allan Zeman develapment



4 PHUKET GAZETTE

INSIDE STORY

March 11 - 17, 2006

A decade ago, the Poonphol area of Phuket City
was literally a dump in the center of town, and just a
handful of years ago it had a reputation for its sleazy

bars and massage parlors — a stigma that it has

struggled to lose as ghost stories about prostitutes
murdered in the area continue to haunt local

residents and become urban legend.

Now it seems that Poonphol is about to break free of

its dark past, with Poonphol Night Plaza leading the

way, as business owners and residents move in to
take advantage of its cheap rents and central

location.
The Gazette’'s Anongnat Sartpisut and Nattamon
Ratcharak report.

onphol Night Plaza, at
he eastern end of
Poonphol Rd, where the
road meets Kra Rd and
Takuapa Rd, has been a long
time coming good. For years it
has been regarded as the “wrong
side of town”, and just a decade
ago waslliterally adump.
Phuket City Deputy Mayor
Chaiphruk Phun-

Poonphol Night Plaza is some-
where onedrives past on theway
from Chao Fa East Rd to the
shopping district centered around
the Robinson department store, he
said.

“The[Phuket City] Munici-
pality has been working on wid-
ening Poonphol Rd to four lanes
since 2000, but has been unable
to because resi-

phruk remembers
whenthat al chan-
ged. “In 1991, the
area was best
knownfor being a
dump. Everybody
dumped their gar-
bage there. Then
Kamol Rattana-
pibul filed plansto
develop what is
now called Poon-
phol Night Plaza,
comprising 247
four-story shop-
houses.
“Itwasapri-

‘In 1991 the area
was best known for

dents have re-
fused to accept
the prices being
offered for their
land,” K. Chai-
phruk explained.
He added
that ghost stories
and a reputation
that the area is
bad luck for busi-
ness have also
hampered its de-
velopment, al-
though hefailsto
understand why.
“1 don’t be-

vate investors’ being a dump. lieve in ghosts,
project and was | Everybody dumped and businesses
soldfreeholdtoin- ; » | openandcloseadll
dividual buyers. their garbage there. the time. In my
Today the com- — Phuket City Deputy opinion, thisdevel-

plex is home to a
variety of busi-

Mayor Chaiphruk
Phunphruk

opment should
have been just as

nesseswith differ-
ent owners, such as apartments,
three hotels and entertainment
venues,” K. Chaiphruk said.
However, he explained that
the area has been slow to keep
pace with the rest of the city’s
development. For most people

W

nlo Dlslrld

Phokat 831 ]
Tel: /Fax: 074-272958 ar
© Mobile 06-6899009,
01-8953280 Khun Taam

successful as any
other residential-commercial de-
velopment.”

So far, the businesses that
have managed to survive the
“curse of Poonphol” have been
those that do not rely on an im-
pressive front office.

Poonphol comes

Dusk settles over Poonphol Night Plaza, which is shaking off its reputation for sleaze, ghosts and bad luck.

Kittikorn Prateep Na Tha
lang, General Manager of secu-
rity company Srithep Protection,
said, “We have been here for
more than 10 years. | bought the
building for more than 2 million
baht at that time, and our busi-
ness has been going fairly well.

“Our office is not a show-
room, but we do useit for meet-
ings with clients and for doing
business, so it is not necessary
for our office to be on a main
road.

“1 like this location, Poon-
phol’s reputation doesn’t bother
me. |, as well as my customers,
can easily find convenient car
park spaces, and | can use empty
car park spaces in front of my
office for training our security
guards.”

Sorawut Palimapun, Branch

fj//fjr’f,{/ /) K///’z‘

Eﬂﬂnmﬂi:llb: F;hukai

grsams, located in green surrcundings with mountain views, quiet, secura
S8 fennis court, swimming pocl ond only 15 min from Phuket Airport.

Manager of Ayudhya Insurance
Public Co Ltd, said, “We have
been running our business here
for fiveyears. Our rent is 35,000
baht amonth for two [shophouse]
units.

“Thelocation suitsuswell;
itisinthe downtown areaand has
convenient parking for our staff
and customers. When | explain
to customerswhere our officeis,
they haveno problemsfindingit,”
he added.

POWER

That said, for K. Sorawut, it
doesn’t hurt toinvitealittle good
luck. “When we opened our of-
fice, we made merit by giving
food to monksin order to have a
good business. It is also a par-
ticularly good location here. There
aretwo power polesrightinfront
of our office, which are a very
good omen for business,” he said.

People's perceptions of the
area bringing bad luck for busi-
ness began to change about about

CLASSIC & CONTE
FURNITURE

Zee Zew
&, Thalang Phuket Thailand. 831

Interor. 28327-31 Moo 1,

three years ago, says Chachris
Singprasertwong, a Poonphol
resident for 15 years.

“Over the past three years
more and more businesses have
been setting up here, such astour
companies, restaurants, bars and
nightclubs. | look forward to this
area being a good commercial
area. It'sagood location, and has
plenty of parking space.

“Old Phuket people dways
believe in spirits and ghosts, so
many people shut down their
busi nesses because customersdid
not want to come to this area.
However, | have noticed that
many people who are not from
Phuket have started businesses
here, and their businesses are
goingwell,” hesaid.

For Kitipong Thiengkuna
grit, Director of the Office of the
Phuket Provincial Election Com-
mission (PEC) office, bad luck
and bad spiritsweredefinitely not
factors in his decision to set up
the PEC at the plaza.

“It is in a good location

Interior

Srisoon Thorn Rd
10 Ph +88 078
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INnto Itsown at last

within Phuket City, there is car
parking space available and it is
easy for peopletofind our office,”
heexplained.

“It is hard to find a place
[that is so handy] yet where the
rent for athree-story shophouse

is a reasonable 9,500 baht per
month,” K. Kitipong said, add-
ing that another advantage for
the PEC is that it can use the
vacant lot adjoining hisofficefor
setting up polling boothsfor elec-
tions.

Classy accommodation
close to the center of
town - and at very
reasonable prices; a
room at the Twin Inn in
Poonphol Night Plaza
costs as little as 550
baht a night.

“I am not afraid of Poon-
phol’s reputation as a bad place
for business. | know some busi-
nesses here have shut down, but
| am not worried about this be-
cause our office is not the same
as running a business,” he said.

“We do not need to make aprofit,
we just need a place suitable for
our work.”

Another newcomer to the
neighborhood is Somkuan Tansa-
kul, who opened the affordable
but tasteful Twin Inn—a51-room
hotel in modern Thai style, with
room rates starting at 550 baht a
night.

“We chose to open a hotel
here because the location has
easy access, and is in the center
of town, and it was cheaper to
set up here than elsewhere,” K.
Somkuan said.

Thehotel occupiessix con-
secutive shophouses, bought free-
hold from the owner of afailing
gold shop for 30 million baht.

Flying in the face of the
area’s reputation, the hotel is a
booming success, said K. Som-
kuan. “We have had very good
feedback, and we have an aver-
age occupancy rate of 85%-
90%,” he said.

Heaready has plansto ex-
pand the hotel, but that may prove
difficult. Although Poonphol
seems till to be “ undiscovered”
by major investors, there are
plenty of smaller investors who
have persevered.

“Wewould liketo add more
rooms in the plaza because the
cost of setting up hereischeaper,
but there are no units available,”
he said.

Looking toward future de-
velopment of the area, K. Som-
kuan said the provincial and city
authoritiescould play avital role
in how successful businesses in
the plaza are.

“I wouldliketo seetheplaza
decalred an entertainment zone.
There are already many massage
parlors, nightclubs, pubsand bars,
so it would make sense.

“The Municipality could
help by improving theinfrastruc-
ture, especially thewater supply,
and the general cleanlinessof the
area. That would help this area
tolook good and local businesses
to become successful,” he said.

Poonthip Wongsuwanwara
also saw potential inthearea, and
moved from Nai Harn to open
the stylish Wadee Spa as an in-
dependent operation within the
Twin Inn hotel last November.

“l had a businesses in Nai
Harn, but after the tsunami | de-
cided tomovetothecity. | didn’t
mind where in the city. My old
locationwasinaquiet areain Nai
Harn, and | had alot of custom-
ers. But after the tsunami there
were fewer and fewer custom-
ers, so | decided to move,” she
said.

K. Poonthip, who is also
Manager of the Pathum Thani
branch of the Tha Traditional
Medical Massage Association,
explained that the magjor factors
influencing her decision to open
her businessin Poonphol wereits
relatively cheap rent, its ample
parking space, the fact that it is
quiet while being in the city cen-
ter, and itscentral location, which,
shesays, isideal for her massage
training center.

“We rent the ground-floor
level of two shophouse unitsfrom
the hotel for 16,000 baht amonth.
Other locations in the area now
cost 15,000 baht amonth for just
theground level of oneshophouse,
and the rents are continuing to
rise,” she said.

NOT SCARED

Like K. Somkuan, she expects
Poonphal to continueto grow, and
islooking to reclaim her start-up
costsof about 700,000 baht within
five years.

“After | movedin| wastold
that many people wereforced to
close their businesses because
they didn’t have customers and
couldn’t afford to pay the rent.
But now many businesses were
opening up in the plaza,” she
said.

“1 am not scared of ghosts,”
she added. “What | am scared
of is that, if my businesses be-
comes very successful —mainly
because | have doing it for 20
years — then after the lease ex-
piresthe landowner will want the
property back and operate the
businessfor himself.

“In my 20 years of experi-
ence, thishasbeen my only prob-
lem,” she said.
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Money no

object for
party guy

THALANG: Police arrested a young drunk who ordered a
feast of food and drinks at a sing-song joint in Tambon
Srisoonthorn and then couldn’t pay the bill. Upon question-
ing, the man admitted to policethat he had donethis before.
Forty-fivetimes.

News of the penniless party guy reached Thalang
Policeat about 1:30 am on February 27, when ayoung wait-
ress at Chief Café called to report the man.

She said he had been at the nightspot for hours: drink-
ing up astorm, enjoying the food, chatting up the sing-song
girls and freely — quite literally in this case — buying them
garlands of plastic flowers, the currency of affectionin such
establishments.

The party ended asthe place began to clear out around
closing time and the man was presented with a bill for a
whopping 5,770 baht.

When Thalang Police arrived, led by Pol Capt Jaran
Boonsopab, they found the man, 24-year-old Nakhon Sri
Thammarat native Tawee Na Suphan, sitting by himself at
the only table still set up in the otherwise empty nightclub.
He was drunk.

Officerstook him and hisunpaid bill to Thalang Police
Station, where Tawee explained that he simply had no money
to pay.

He said that he worked as a driver of a cement deliv-
ery truck and that hiswork took him al over the country.

“1 have done the same thing in many other provinces
all over the country — Ratchaburi, Kanchanaburi, Suphan
Buri, Phang Nga, Krabi and Phuket. Each time it ends the
same — | get arrested,” he said.

As he had done so many time before, Tawee pleaded
guilty to fraud. It was not reported what penalty he was
subjected to. Source: Siang Tai

US consular ‘outreach’ for Phuket

KARON: Officias from the Consular Section of the
American Embassy in Bangkok will visit Phuket on
March 23 to provide consular servicesto US citizens.

The following services will be available from 8
am to noon at the Phuket Hilton Arcadia:

* Passport renewal applications (US$67.00 or baht
2,680 baht for adult passports);

* Additional passport pages (no charge);

* Notarial services (US$30 or 1,200 baht for the
first notarial; US$20 or 800 baht for each additional
notarial);

* Embassy registration and/or address change;

* Absentee ballot application and voting abroad
information;

* Information on socia security, Veterans' Admin-
istration or other federal benefits.

Due to the large amount of time and paperwork
involved, no applicationsfor Consular Reports of Birth
will be accepted during consular outreach trips.

In addition, the consulate asks that all applicants
bring the exact fee for the services required.

For further information email: acsbkk @state.gov
or call the American Citizen Services Unit at: 02-
2054049.

Gambling again tops catal og of crime

PHUKET: Statistics released by
the Phuket Provincia Policeagain
show gambling as the crime cat-
egory with the highest number of
arrests.

Between February 1 and 21,
249 people were busted for gam-
bling-related offenses; 24 of these
cases involved the sale of illega
lottery tickets.

There were nine cases of at-
tempted murder, with five arrests

made. Two murders were reported
during the period, with one case
solved.

There were 54 reports of theft,
with three people charged with
snatch-and-run crimes. Three cars
and one motorcycle were reported
stolen.

Fifty-nine people were arrested
on drug related charges; 28 of these
for offensesrelated to ya bah (meth-
amphetamine), with 1,058 pillsseized.

There were 20 arrests for
sniffing glue or paint thinners; eight
for possession of marijuana; and
three for possession of krathom, an
indigenous plant that actsasastimu-
lant.

Eighty-three people were ar-
rested for working illegally and 29
were arrested for offenses related to
progtitution.

Five people were arrested for
possession of unlicensed firearms.

Sampsfeature
Red Crossfight
against cancer

PHUKET: The next issue of
specia stamps by post offic-
esacross Thailand will beon
March 29, with the launch of
onemillion 3-baht stampscel-
ebratingthe Thai Red Cross's
fight against breast cancer.

The stamps feature an
illustration of the Queen
Sirikit Centrefor Breast Can-
cer building at Chulalongkorn
Hospital, and a scanner used
to detect the disease.
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“A century ago, sSiam was at its peak of culinary
fashion. The traditional flavours and true
Thai taste combined with the magical
ambience of this enchanting era are

certain to provide a memorable

dining experience to be treasured.”
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Turtlesface extinction from nets, resorts

he number of hawkshill,

green, Ridley and leath-

erback turtles in the

Andaman Sea and the
Gulf of Thailand hasfallen dras-
tically over the past decade, said
Marine and Coastal Resources
Department Director-General
Maitree Duangsawat.

Seaturtlesaredyinginfish-
ing netswhile seaside resortsand
tourist activities are destroying
their egg-laying grounds, K. Mai-
tree said, adding that the number
of leatherback turtleslaying clut-
ches of eggs on Phang Nga's
Tha Muang beach and Mai Khao
beach in Phuket hasfallentojust
afew over the past two years.

The practice of scooping up
baby turtles and keeping themin
aquariums until they have a bet-
ter chance of survivinginthe sea
has been criticized by numerous
marine biologists as ineffective,
as it may causes turtles to lose
their natural instincts.

It would take at least 10
years of studying turtle survival
rates to determine whether the
Thai practice of protecting baby
turtles actually affected their in-
stincts, K. Maitree said.

The best solution isto con-
serve the habitat of sea turtles,
he added.

Thailand has signed an in-
ter-governmental agreement to
conserve marineturtlesand their
habitat in the Indian Ocean and
Southeast Asia. Under the agree-
ment, “the year of marine turtle
conservation” campaign was
launched on March 1. It aims to
encourage people to help save
turtlesfacing extinction.

Cracked icon: After inspecting
the “Big Buddha’ statue at Bud-
dha Monthol compound in Na
khon Pathom Province, caretaker
Deputy Prime Minister Suwat
Liptapanlop said work will soon
begin to repair several cracks
found on the holy structure.
DPM Suwat said that the
cracks signified “bad luck and
unusual incidents” in the country.
“If we restore the statue to
itsoriginal conditionitwill create
peace. And when the country is
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7 Sexy Leo Girls: Some of the 21 contestants to be the presenter in the next Leo beer commercial,
replacing supermodel Methinee Kingpayome. The field will go from 21 contestants to seven, who
will promote the beer as a group. The grand prize winner, to be chosen from that group, will win a
one-million-baht prize. The goverment recently stepped back from a Public Health Ministry plan to
ban all alcohol advertising in all media, 24 hours a day.

back to normal the morale of the
peoplewill riseand everyone will
be happy,” he said.

The statue, which depicts
the Buddha walking, was built
nearly 50 years ago. It has never
undergone major repairs or reno-
vation. DPM Suwat, who super-
visesthe National Buddhism Of-
fice, said 7.5 million baht had
been approved for initia repair
work.

Taxi terror: Taxi driver Prasert
Khianjaturasrammed hiscar into
a motorcycle, injuring its driver
and killing its passenger, after the
passenger made rude gestures
and pointed agun at him.
Thirasak Aimsarn died in-
stantly and Amnuay Chin-it was
injured when K. Prasert rammed

Baan Mai
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his taxi into them at about 7:30
am on Ram-Indra Rd in Bang-
kok’s Bang Khen District.

“| wasafraid he might shoot
me,” claimed. Prasert, 50, who
was detained at the scene by wit-
nesses.

Police found amangled toy
gun near the scene. Prasert has
been charged with premeditated
murder.

April fool’s bonus: Cabinet ap-
proved salary hikes for officials
with local administration bodies
acrossthe country, effectiveApril
1, said Deputy Government
Spokesman Danuporn Puna-
kanta.

He dismissed criticismsthat
the effective date for the hike —
one day before the general elec-

tion — was intended to win sup-
port for the government from lo-
cal officias.

Hesaid the hike, earlier ap-
proved in principle by the Cabi-
net, was endorsed again by the
Cabinet at the request of the
Department of Provincial Admin-
istration “for the sake of formal-
ity”

“Thehikesimply appliesto
an administrativetradition that if
asaary riseisapproved for civil
servants, those working for local
bodieswill havetheirsincreased
aswell,” K. Danuporn said.

Theofficiasdigiblefor the
salary increases are kamnan
(from 4,000 baht to 5,000 baht),
village heads (from 3,000 baht to
4,000 baht), head doctors of each
tambon, inspector kamnan, and
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assistants to village heads (from
2,000 baht to 2,500 baht).

Songkhla bombing: A home-
made bomb placed in the front
basket of amotorbike parked next
to a police vehicle exploded in
Songkhla’'s Chana District, de-
stroying three other motorbikes
and shattering the windows of the
Government Savings Bank office
10 meters away.

Chana Police Superinten-
dent Mg Somkiat Ritruensaidthe
blast panicked bank customers
and pedestrians, who ran for shel-
ter amid a scene of chaos.

Chana Disgtrict chief Prasit
Visutchindaporn said the bomb
was detonated by amobile phone
and that it was was probably set
off by Mudlimmilitants.

The site was awell-known
gathering place for villagers and
police, he added.

Rapist jailed: The Criminal
Court in Bangkok convicted Man-
rat Nootboonlert, 33, of raping a
17-year-old girl and sentenced
him to five years in jail for the
rape and four years for illegally
detaining an underagegirl.

Thefirst assault took place
while the victim was visiting his
daughter in March, 2004.

The court found Manrat re-
peatedly raped the victim over
seven months and then continued
to intimidate her, threatening to
attack her and her family if she
told anyone. In September 2004,
he took semi-nude photos of her
and threatened to distributethem.

That threat prompted the
victim to tell her mother, who
calledthe police. Manrat pleaded
not guilty to raping thegirl, claim-
ing they were in love and had
consensual sex.

Around the Nation news round-
up is sourced from the pages of
The Nation and Kom Chad Luek
newspapers.

TL‘l 076 324 453
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CUSTOM CRUISER

By Chris Husted

huket’s annual Bike
Week is approaching,
with the main events
being held on April 14
and 15. Hundreds of choppers,
cruisers and other big road bikes
— with Harley-Davidsons as the
leaders of the pack —will take to
theisland’sroads.

Although the partying and
events will be centered at the
OTOP (One Tambon One Prod-
uct) market at the southern end
of Rat-U-Thit 200 Pi Rd in
Patong, the big drawcard for the
bikers will be what they aways
come to do —ride.

Somneuk “Nicky” Porn-
kaew, of Nicky's Handlebar, a
venue in Patong that over the
years has become synonymous
with big bikes, expects morethan
1,000 bikes to be on Phuket's
roads during the festival, with
nigh on 400 bikers joining his
“poker run” to Tai Muang in
Phang Nga Province and back.

“The trip is about 90 kilo-
meterseach way, and at thisstage
we relooking at holdingit onApril
15,” he says.

Aswith every annual poker
run, fundsraised will go to char-
ity — this year to the Racha
Prachanukhro Foundation — a
Royal foundation that provides
continuing educational support for
children affected by the tsunami.

“It is one of the best. They
take care of all the children’s
needs until they reach 15 years
of age — food, shelter, every-
thing,” saysNicky.

Of course, Nicky islooking
to have something special for the
bikers, too. “It would be nice to
set up aquarter mile [drag strip]
for both big and small bikes,”
Nicky grins. “I’ve already spo-

wwsw surinhill.cam
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Above, Nicky Pornkaew
and his Handlebar.
Right, that bike - the B2.3-
million supercharged all-
chrome cruiser, featuring
a frame Nicky designed
himself.

ken with the OrBorTor [tambon
administration authority] in Thai
Muang and they’ ve given the al
clear to hold it along the beach-
front there.”

ack on Phuket, many of the
bikerson the island are sure
to stop by Nicky’splaceto check
out his stable of two-wheelers.
His workshop contains no fewer
than 15 Harleys, including arep-
lica 1910 Harley motorized bi-
cycle and an original US Army
issue 1942 model, complete with
machine gun mounts.
Andthentherearehiscars:
al1978 Camaro Z28,a1964 GTO
convertible; a 69 Vette with a
427 big block; and even a tiny
1958“Topolino” Fiat 500 C.
But bikes are Nicky's pas-

] GARDEMN

Contemporary Asian Pool & Garden Villas

sion. He started with the smaller
models, but says he has a good
reason for that. “1 started when
my feet could hardly touch the
ground. The first was a Honda
50 — | borrowed it from my
brother,” Nicky recalls.

“Next up was a 125cc —
which | aso borrowed from my
brother,” hegrins.

His subsequent choices
were a graduation in power and
size, from an AR125 Motocross
bike, to an Italian Aprilia to his
first big bike: aHonda CB750.

Butit'shislatest project that
brings his collection bang up to
date — a supercharged chrome
cruiser based on the Orange
County West Coast chopper,
worth acool 2.3 million baht.

“It'sasoft tail cruiser with

Just a stroll to the sands of Surin & Bangtao Beach
3 : G

Tl : +66

a 1340 Evolution engine,” ex-
plains Nicky. “The frame is my
own design —aNicky Handlebar
Custom —and the swing arm and
forks were made to spec over-
seas and imported.”

The cruiser redefines the
phrase “attention to detail” and,
indeed, one aspect of Nicky’'s
character that shines through in
conversation is his attention to
what many would mistakenly re-
gard asirrelevant detail.

Heopened Nicky’sHandle-
bar on October 31, 2000, and be-
fore that he ran Phuket Riders
Club in Phuket Town for, “four
years, eight months, three days,”
he sayswithout pausing to think.
That'sdetail .

To help him with the cus-
tomwork that streamsthrough his

bar to the workshop, Nicky has
hired aman also naturally geared
for precision — Robbie Le Bugle
Jr, who spent 15 years working
asaHarley-certified mechanicin
Cdlifornia. “He'soneof thebest,”
says Nicky.

Though he spends much of
his time riding big bikes around
theisland, we'renot likely to see
Nicky on the chrome cruiser on
the streets of Phuket.

“I've just sold it to my
brother,” heexplains.

Share the love, Nicky.

For the full program for Phuket
Bike week see http://www.
phuketbikeweek.com, or con-
tact Nicky at Tel: 01-9792264,
Tel/Fax: 076-345769-70, Email:
ni ckyhandlebar @hotmail.com

on the Andaman Sea

4989 E-mail - seles@surmhill.com
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ANDAMAN
COASTING

By Franky Gun

reesarefalling all along

Highway Number 4, be-

tween Bang Niang

Beach and Khao Lak
center to make way for the on-
going four-lane road widening
project.

A good friend of mine told
me once that Mexicans call the
white man gringo, because wher-
ever he walks, the green goes...

Even though my online re-
search proved that this statement
isnot entirely accurate, it at |east
hints at some overall truth worth
athought or two.

Still, thereisgood newsre-
garding the serpentine road. It
has been rather difficult, danger-
ous even, for tourists staying at
the Baan Krathing Khao Lak
Resort and neighboring resortsto
walk along the highway to Khao
Lak center.

Thisproblemishistory now,
due to a concrete sidewalk with
ashiny stainlesssteel railing that
makes a nice addition to the sur-
roundings. Well, isn’t that some-
thing?

Waves of destruction: Whileit
is not yet clear how much dam-
age the construction of the tsu-
nami memoria site in the Khao
Lak Lamru National Park (with
emphasis on the words “Na-
tional” and “Park”) will dotothe
environment, the damage done
along the road running through
the national park is all too obvi-
ous.

Mature and healthy trees
werefelled all along theroad near
thememoria siteto providepark-
ing space.
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Man versus Nature — and Man shall prevail, thanks to his chainsaw.
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Yet another great
treebitesthe dust

| remember how good it felt
driving along that particular
stretch of road just afew months
ago, when the forest along that
road was fully intact. Today, af-
ter three months of chainsaw
blues, | just feel sad and, talking
to many locals and expats, | am
not the only one.

The usual comment about

the erection of amemorial sitein
themiddle of Khao Lak’snational
park area is this. “We already
haveamemorial site! The police
boat that has been washed ashore
would obviously have been the
best bet for amemorial site.
“The boat is still there, and
people are visiting the site every
day. Why not just put ahugegran-

itedatewith the names of all tsu-
nami victims there and leave the
national park alone?’

Even though different peo-
ple’sconcepts of the granite slate
vary, with some suggesting en-
graving victims' names on the
boat itself, the overall tenor is
crystal clear:

“Why do we aways have

to invent the wheel twice? Why
does the initial wave of destruc-
tion haveto befollowed by asec-
ond wave of man-made destruc-
tion within Khao Lak’s forest?”

Fintastic: A amazing discovery
was made by a local worker at
Bang Niang Beach. One of the
several abandoned swimming
pools near the beach was home
to a small puffer fish, who, one
presumes, must have been living
in there since the tsunami, sur-
viving more than ayear in amix
of dirty seawater and rainwater.

A local dive operator, who
had been appointed to relocatethe
small fellow to a nearby wreck
diving site, had to postpone the
mission dueto lack of time.

Two days later, it was dis-
covered that rubble and algae in
the pool had been disturbed and
that the greenish-blue tsunami
survivor was gone.

Evidently someone had
been in there and fishnapped the
small wonder of nature. Hope-
fully, he did not land on some-
body’sdinner plate. Eventhough
theincident might be considered
as unimportant to some, | would
liketo hear about the plucky little
guy’s whereabouts and whether
he made it back to nature.

Talking about wonders of na-
ture... The recent discovery of
an as-yet uncharted gigantic reef
off Tai Muang, in the south of
Khao Lak, is being cheered by
Khao Lak businessmen and lo-
calsalike asapotentia boost for
theregion’stourismindustry.

Ernst Schlagpfer, MD of the
Khao L ak-based dive school iQ-
DIVE, on behalf of the Phang
NgaDive Club (PNDC) has con-
tacted Songpol Tippayawong,
Head of the Thailand Marine and
Coastal Conservation Unit of the
WWEF (formerly known as the
World Wildlife Fund), who dis-
covered the reef in early Janu-
ary, to offer PNDC's assistance
in protecting the reef, which may
now beincludedinaMarineNa-
tional Park.

Mom Tri’s Villa Royale The Gourmet Hotel
The Boathouse & Villa Royale

Mom Tri's Villa Royale The Gourmet Hotel is composed of two of the most exquisite sites on the south west coast

of Phuket Island in Thailand. Faciliies include (Gourmet restaurants, award-winning VWine cellars,
Mom Tri's Spa Royale, Mom Tri's Gallery, shops, wedding, banquet, and meeting faciiiies.

Crrient

Mol Beach

fusions of European and hally

flavorings Tel: 076-333-568

The C

Inspired
P ;.l

CUisine on Kata

1

Mom Tri's Gung Thai-Ja

dining. The menu is

Japanese but with a unique

Thai twist Tel: 076-330-015
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Recent weddings in Phuket
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on January 5 in the Phra Pitak ballroom at The Metropole.

Marita Bergman and Mats Jansson were wed on the beach at
the Katathani Phuket Beach Resort on February 12.
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2 and 3 Bedroom Luxury Apartments = = Prestigious Surin location
Penthouses with roof top gardens «  » Spectacular views
Plunge Pool, Sala and BBO) area = over the Andam:n ocean

Contact: Jo Swain - jo@lersuang.com - +06 (0) 7627 (0656

ASK KHUN WANIDA!
MOMMA DUCK

Problems with an extra-marital
affair?
Questions about Thai culture?
Having communications problems?
Need somebody fo Love?

Fax to 076-213971 or e-mail
momma@phuketgazette.net

y the time you read

this, two teenage girls

from Phuket will bein

themiddle of their first
week of their first real trip
abroad — studying English for
two monthsin the Irish capital,
Dublin.

The two, Phuket Voca-
tional College (PVC) students
Thanaree Jooprasert and
Nussara Lem, are the benefi-
ciaries of the Coco de Mer
Tsunami Appeal Fund, set up
after the tsunami by Christiane
and Barry Cager, currently
living in Phuket aboard their
yacht, the Coco de Mer.

The fund was born after
the Cagers, sailing from
Langkawi, arrived off Koh Phi
Phi Don on December 27, 2004,
the day after the tsunami
struck.

Appalled at the destruc-
tion, the couple appealed to
friends around the world to
donate fundsto help tsunami
victims.

IMMERSED

The money poured in—and
continuesto pour in—and has
been used to rebuild smashed
restaurants; set up a computer
center at a school on Koh Yao
Yai; build boatsfor fisherfolk at
Na Yang and Laem Pakarang;
pay for school uniforms, books
and meals so that students can
continuetheir education; and
now to pay al the expenses for
Thanaree and Nussara to spend
two monthsin Ireland.

The two girls, who were
picked out with the help of the
Phuket International Women’'s
Club, will betotally immersedin
thelanguage, living with families
in Dublin and studying at the
LinguaVivaschool, set up
nearly 30 yearsago in an
elegant Georgian buildinginthe
heart of the Irish capital.

Thanaree, 17, isin her
third year of studying tourism at
Phuket VVocational College and

SUIMMAY (Phukea Boat Legoon|

2069 Wos £, [hepkesann Hood, Fah Keew, Phcken B30 [hedend
lalb + Be-7-F30A0 Mobde +85-6051-12M

Banghok Difica Te: = G6-2-425-2E77, 478-3071

|Cormzact Ms. Kenakoes Sandullad

E-mail; sunmedllBicscoms com  ‘Plaksne; www sunasycom
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isdueto start university studies
in June. Her favorite subjects,
she says, are English and
Mandarin, and it showsin her
good grades.

Sheliveson Koh Sireh
with her parents and her 12-
year-old brother, Tanisorn. She
has a sister aged 26 who is
working in ahotel in Prachuap
Khiri Khan. Although no onein
thefamily waskilled or hurt in
the tsunami, her father’s squid
boat was destroyed, leaving the
family with virtually noincome.

In addition to her PVC
studies, Thanaree has been
doing work experience with a
travel agent, and al so taking
two-hour intensive English-
language lessons with Piers
Breck-Paterson, a teacher at
PVC, whoisgiving histime
free of charge.

Thanaree told the Gazette
that she was delighted to get the
scholarship, if alittle nervous.

“I’ve prepared my per-
sonal things already, and we
went to buy some warm clothes
with K. Barry, for the cold
weather in Ireland.”

In Dublin shewill livewith
alarge family — her hosts have
seven children at home, ranging
from four years old to 14.

“I’'m alittleworried about
livingwith abig family who
have a different culture, and
having to speak English with
them. I’ m also worried about
the language because | have
been told that in Ireland they
speak very fast. But | think it
will al gowell.”

She said that her original
ambition was to become an air
hostess, but sheisnot tall
enough to qualify. So, instead,
she had decided to work in the
tourismindustry.

“1 expect that my experi-
ence of spending sometime
abroad and my skill in English
language will be agreat help to
mein my future,” she said.

She also had advice for
other PV C students. “They
must pay attention in class,
especially in English classes.
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despitethelong busjourney
between her home and Phuket.

“I"'m very happy and very
exited [about going to Ireland],”
Nussara said. “I’ve been
outside Thailand just once,
across the border into Malaysia.
| didn’t have a passport, but
when the Immigration officer
heard me speaking Yawi [one
of the Malay languages], he let
me go over. But that was
before all the current problems
in the South.”

She said that she had
emailed her host family in
Dublin. She had been told by
Mr Cager that the father of the
family isapoliceman and that
thefamily livesin alarge 200-
year-old home.

FOOD WORRY

She admitted, “I’'mworried
about my English, becauseit’s
not so good. I’'m also worried
about the food because I'm
fromaMuslim family and we
don’t eat pork.”

Nussara, too, isstudying
tourism and said she knows
what a huge advantage it will
be to speak English well.
Previously, she attended a
Muslim school where she
studied mostly Arabic and not
much else, she said.

“1 think | got this scholar-
ship because I’ m still in thefirst
year of my studies, so | will be
= able to share my experiencesin
Ty Ireland with other students
when | get back,” she said.

The two girls were due to
|eave Phuket on March 7,
returning May 8.

Nussara, left, and Thanaree: Excited, if a bit nervous about living in a different culture for two months.

And | will do my best to help sisters.

the next generation of students FromaMuslimfamilyin

to get the same chances as Nakhon Sri Thammarat,

me.” Nussara said she had to fight
Nussara, 19, isafirst-year somefamily oppositionto her

student at PVC — she started studying instead of earning

late, she explained, because her  money to support the family.

parents are very poor and she But her mother, K.

has four brothers and four Sapeeya, supported her, even

L';;fﬁ_';u.'lu_w Café Grand Opening '-|'-._._'|.'5

'|'|I

attended meetings between
parents, teachers and Coco de
Mer sponsors at the college,

For more information about
the Coco de Mer Fund and its
activities, see WwWw,
cocodemertsunamiappeal .com

@LANGUAGE
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<SCHOOL
TEFLPlus® LinguaPlus®

Teachar iraining Language centre

four first choloe for language classes on Phuket [sland, with
branches in Patong and Chalong.

Thailand's best walue TEFL course at anby 35,000 baht

Patong Language School
Arconsom Sguare, Patong, Kathu, Phuket 83150
Tel O 7634 0373 Fax 0 7634 0873

LinguaPlus Language Centre
BEB Wisel Road, Chalong, Phukel 83000
TelFax 0 7628 0366

TEFLPIus Teacher Training
waltw beliplus com  infoER e plus. com

inle@phuket-languageschoal.oom W phukel-languageschool. com
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angkok recently heldits

first conference on

gays, leshians, trans-

vestites, and transsexu-
as. Itwashilled asa“ queer con-
ference”, which | thought was
rather... well, queer.

In my youth, the word
“queer” wasaninsult usedtodis-
parage homosexuals. But nowa-
daysthe homosexual community
seems to have adopted it as a
catch-all term to include every-
body who is not heterosexual .

Call me an old-fashioned
fuddy, but to me*“ queer” still car-
ries a lot of negative baggage.
The non-heterosexual community
might want to think about picking
amore positive name.

They may have opted for
“gueer” as an act of defiance.
“You want to insult us by calling
us queers?’ they may be saying.
“OK, we'll embrace that word,
turn it around and give it a posi-
tive spin and wear it as a badge
of honor. Ha hal In your face,
creeps!”

WEell, guys 'n gals and in-
betweens, thereis no need to get
hostile about this. My objection
ismerely that “queer” used to be
derogatory. It should have been
chucked out years ago.

Unfortunately, there doesn’t
seem to be an alternative word
that encompasses all the differ-
ent types of sexual orientation
that the homosexual community
wantsto include.

We have only long-winded
phrasesthat reek of political cor-
rectnessand all the verbal pussy-
footing associated withit, such as
“non-traditionally-oriented, sex-
wise”.

But thereis also the catchy
term “gender-bender”, which
could be shortened to “bender”.
Consider thefollowing diaog:

Q: What'syour sexua pref-
erence, dude?

A: I’'m abender.

Q: Uhhhhh... what exactly
do you bend?

A: My gender. (Singing)

I’'m a gender-bender, and
I’'m OK!

HERE'S
TOHETERO
HOTTIES

I bend my gender every
way!

| could be a lesbian, could
be gay,

Could be anything that you
might say.

Could be transsexual —
that’sall right!

And| could dso beatrans-
vestite.

“Gender-bender” suggests
that the person is not only flex-
ible about sexual preferences, he
also hasalight-hearted, sassy at-
titude toward thewhole business.
Andthat’sgood. M ost peopletake
sex much too seriously. They
should save their seriousnessfor
moreimportant things, like drink-
ing beer.

“Bender” could, therefore,
be the name of choice for sexu-
ally non-conforming individuals
who may be uncomfortable with
the word “queer”. It's coal, it's
funky and it has spirit.

But thereisaproblem, and
it relates to heterosexuals like
myself.

Nowadaysitistrendy to be
gay, leshian, transvestite, trans-
sexud, bisexual, trisexual, quadri-
sexual, omnisexual, or whatever.
Heterosexual people are consid-
ered to bedull, old-fashioned and
boring. That’swhy peoplecall us
“straight”. Just likeastraight line,

-

These vessels are ideal for scuba diving, touring,
hotal transfers, game fishing and luxury private use.

Vigit :

For more information
www. phuketwalertaxi.com

or call 01-8972688
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By S. TSOW

weareperfectly predictable—we
movein only onedirection.

In order to beinteresting in
this world, you have to wiggle-
waggle. You have to be wavy or
crooked or zig-zaggy. And het-

erosexuas aren’'t. We are glum,
gray, plodding dullardswho lack
theimagination to moveout of the
rut of themissionary position.

Sheepish digression here:
being avirgin, | have to confess
that | have never really under-
stood what the missionary posi-
tionis.

When | asked afriend, he
cackled, gave meapunchinthe
ribs, called me a dorkus, and
said withawink, “ You just jump
on.” I'm not sure what he
meant by that, but it soundsim-
polite. I mean, jump on what?
And why?

But as Billy Graham is al-
ways preaching, we must have
faith.

Missionaries are morally
upright chapswho arefamousfor
their rectitude, so we may infer
that the positionthat isassociated
withthem enjoysdivine approval.

Presumably, too, it is en-
dorsed by such eminent religious
authorities as the Reverend Al
Sharpton, Louis Farrakhan, Jim-
my Swaggart, and Pat Robert-
son. Its only shortcoming is that
it is perceived to be boring, just
like the heterosexual s who prac-
ticeit.

So how can we heterosexu-
als upgrade our dowdy image?
First, we need a snappy name. |
favor “hetero hotties’. Second,
we need to enliven our image
with azippy theme song:

I’m a hetero hottie, and I’'m OK!

I’m rather fond of the mission-
ary way!

It's not cool or hip or queer or
odd,

But I'm pretty sure it's endorsed
by God.

Finally, we need to wear crazy
hats. These will distract people
from our essentia boringness. At
theworst, they may say, “Hemay
be boring, but he sure hasacrazy
hat.”

S. Tsow has been searching in
vain for a hat crazy enough to
conceal his essential boring-
ness. If you happen to find such
a hat, please notify him at stsow
@yahoo.com

Hitman arrested at farm Dragon Rouses

From the Phuket Gazette, issue of March 1-14, 2001

THALANG: Bancha Noppa-
wong, 34, was arrested February
7 on a charge of

he was employed. Bancha was
released on bail in November af-
ter being held in

murdering envi- THE TIME custody for about
ronmental activist . a month on
Jurin Rachapolon I I IaChI ne charges of at-
January 30. I tempted murder

He was ar- after PaKhlok ac-
rested by 10 po-  Newsfromthepast g Siingj Chee-

lice officers on the Wachara
Prawn Farm in PaKhlok, where

chang was knocked off his mo-
torbike by a pick-up truck

“Extend Your Life Outdoors”
Shade Sails and Awnings

Call us for an obligation-free quote.
SHADES (Thailand) Co.,Ltd.

Boat Lagoon Marina Showroom

Speculation In
Phuket Town

From the Phuket Gazette,
issue of March, 1996

PHUKET TOWN: Patana Sae-
lim, 27, met with areporter from
Siang Tai Daily totell astory and
have photograpohic evidence of
itstruth published inthe newspa-
per.

He said that a dragon had
left its footprints on the roof of
his friend's pick-up truck. The
friend, Amphai Sae-tan, lived on
Vichit Songkram Rd.

Reporters went to inspect
the truck and found on the pe-
rimeter of the roof what appeared
to be an animal’s footprints and
drops of saliva.

The abbot of Wat Naka,
Pra Boonsri, when consulted
Amphai, would not rule out a
dragon.

Amphai said hewouldinno
case wash his car until all traces
of the dragon’s prints were gone
fromit naturally.

He considered it a great
honor that the dragon had cho-
sen the roof of his car to come
rest on and, although others might
think or say what they pleased,
he personally believed — and
would continueto believeforever
— that a dragon had visited his
truck.

Thereason for that, he said,
wasthat his consciencewas clear
and he had never created prob-
lemsfor hisneighbors.
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ASK KHUN WANIDA!

GOURMET SANDWICHES
MADE YOUR WAY

¢ We know Espresso!

*® Fresh Fruit Smoothies
* Cakes & Brownies

® Pastries & Muffins

¢ World-Famous Cookies

53. ..= -__:: "::__. & L ."i-;}l'u SO PIEEE} Pﬂtﬂﬂg ﬂ [}?ﬁ 34[} ﬂﬁﬁ
sar | Ianguags.ﬂﬂhmf, opp. Andaman Beach Suites
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e y - Fast, Free Internet at all of uurshﬂppas

MOMMA DUCK

Problmwn’rh extra-ma ’rIFF
s about Thai cultur

ng ommunic ’rnsproblm
Need somebody fo Love

Read her advice in the
Phuket Gazette

Fax 076-213971
or email

L)

1 Khun Woody’s Bakery

momma@phuketgazette.net

WHERE EASTERN STYLE MAKES

WESTERN DELIGHT
R

Enjoy. exntic lwmg in Phuket's unly westcnast mann f‘
Layan Marma = ,&: ‘l“"
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» Developed by Robert Yai

For more information:
Tel: +66 76 355 694 5 info@layanmarina.com sales@layanmarina.com www.layanmarina.com
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One-Stop Shop One-Stop Service

COFFEE BREAK: Atthakorn Ongphoo (back, center), owner of Coffee Taro & GLAZED OVER: Thai celebrity actors Nattawut Skidjai (left) and Jeeranun Manojam (right) join
Spa on Chao Fa East Rd, and Manager Rit Marasri (left) celebrate the spa’s Wimonrat and Suwit Sa’ngiamkul, owners of the House of Sanitary Ware and Tiles on the
grand opening with guests Richmond Group Managing Directors Chomchanok bypass road, and Anuvat Chalermchai, Marketing Manager of Thai Ceramic Co Ltd, for the
Suthamma (front, center) and her husband Graham Bibby (back, right). recent grand opening of the Cotto Tiles Studio at the store.

WHY, IT’'S ART! At the opening of the Y Art! Meditation Art Exhibition, on show at the Crowne Plaza KEY PERSONNEL: Peter Hourigan (left), outgoing General Manager
Resort in Karon until March 31, are (from left) visiting Indonesian artist Teguh Ostenrik; Cheryl Ho, PR  of the Hilton Phuket Arcadia Resort & Spa, hands incoming GIVl John
& Marketing Mlanager for YArt! Gallery Thailand; Thai artist Varaporn “Map” Ponrit; Michael Stephens, Kidd (right) the ‘key to the resort’ at a sunset cocktail event at the
an instructor for holistic living and meditation methods; Kamal Apandi, Manager of YArt! Gallery resort’s spa village, with the resort’s Owner Representative Maitree
Thailand; and Abigail Levy, Managing Director of Y Art! Gallery Thailand. Narukatpichai helplng out.

WHERE IS THE LOVE? Sri Panwa Concept Executive Jared O’Brien BETTER BY THE DOZEN: Lilly Walker from Jersey Island (front, blue floral blouse), who has spent
(center), Executive Secretary Siriporn Kaewsawang (front, left) and staff six months each year for the past 12 years on Phuket, celebrates her 56" birthday with friends
enjoy the resort’s Blossom’s Party to celebrate Valentine's Day. at the Pearl Hotel in Phuket City.

Can yﬂu afford to be w:thﬂumt? $’ : = oy ‘Q’mﬂ A md

get YOLT

|.‘ |' Il | 4 '|‘ ) .I (1) 1I ] o shnppeng,phuketgazeﬁe net
s/ 'T' JUUIB AN | orcall Anna at 076-236555
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In The S a s

by Ida S a

PISCES (February 20-March 20): If March
hasn’t got off to the roaring start you were
hoping for, eventsthisweek should open your
eyesto possibilitiesin store. Inthework zone
make the most of opportunities offered on
Monday and Tuesday. Romanceis set to glow
for single Pisceans. A Leo thinks you're the
cat’'s whiskers, but needs encouragement to
make the right move.

ARIES (March 21-April 20): A quieter atmo-
sphere prevails. If you aretired of the frantic
pace during the first days of March, you can
sink comfortably back in your hammock and
indulgein nothing more challenging than star-
ing out to sea. Business matters should betick-
ing along nicely, thanks to your efforts of re-
cent weeks. Where romance is concerned, a
new relationship should be slowed down un-
lessyou’ reready for immediate commitment.

TAURUS (April 21-May 21): Oneof your wild-
est dreamsisabout to cometrue. You are about
to experienceradical changesof lifestyle. You
are usually someone who prefers to stick to
thetried and trusted routine, but eventsduring
the coming dayswill nudge you onto a path of
new discoveries. Good news should not be
shared with everyone; Arieswill not be offer-
ing support for one. The color silver encour-
ages clarity of thought.

GEMINI (May 22-June 21): Someoneisset to
take advantage of you this week. Be espe-
cially alert for loopholesin important business
dealings on Tuesday. It would be prudent to
wait until theend of March beforesigningim-
portant contracts; you will risein others' esti-
mation by using delaying tactics. Thetempera-
ture rises where romance is concerned; Aries
has got your number and intendsto useit soon.
Number 7 islucky next Thursday.

CANCER (June 22-July 23): Top priority this
week should be given to family affairs. Those
nearest and dearest to you have been drop-
ping subtle hints lately about your lack of at-
tention. These have probably fallen on deaf
ears as most you have had to devote much
time and energy to work. Take time out this
weekend to plan a surprise outing and reap
the benefits. Primrose yellow helps your out-
look tolighten.

LEO (July 24-August 22): Timeisticking by
too quickly for Leos with deadlines to meet.
You need to set a schedule and stick to it in
order to get the job done. Star-crossed lovers
can look forward to an easier path this week;
if physical distance has been a drawback to
progress, there are signs that ameeting isim-
minent. Virgo has good news on Wednesday.

VIRGO (August 23-September 23): Astral con-
ditions are supporting you if you are ready to
take achance on love thisweek —you will get
proof that the person concerned feels the
same. Work will bethelast thing onyour mind,
but problems arising on Monday may mean a
short business trip. Finances will continue to
be arocky issue until the end of March; im-
provethe situation by chasing up unpaid debts.

LIBRA (September 24-October 23): If you have
been waiting for the green light to finalize a
businessdeal, get ready to move by themiddle
of next week. The coast is aso clear for a
personal relationship to redlly get off theground
asathird party leavesthe scene. A dream you
have this weekend holds clues regarding the
immediate future. Wear turquoise to be taken
more seriousdly.

SCORPIO (October 24-November 22): Your
confidence receives a boost this weekend
when Aquarius shows serious interest. Single
Scorpios will enjoy being the center of atten-
tion and can look forward to this meeting de-
veloping into ameaningful relationship. If you
are already spoken for, the stars are shining
on adeeper commitment being made. Money
matters require careful consideration before
you agree to a deal next Tuesday. The color
orchid purple helpsyou to find balance.

SAGITTARIUS (November 23-December 21):
A week of game playing lies ahead for you. If
thisisnot your cup of jasminetea, stay onthe
sidelines and wait for others to get their acts
together. You should not expect much progress
to be made where new work projects are con-
cerned. The best way to use energy during
the coming daysis by sorting out personal ad-
ministration. Thiscould revea afinancial mis-
take made in your favor.

CAPRICORN (December 22-January 20): Your
significant other hasimportant newsthisweek-
end. Those Capricorns who are averse to
change might not be over the moon when they
hear it, but the outcome is guaranteed to be
positive. Catching up with old friendswill make
Sunday special and could open the door to new
leisure pursuits. Tuesday isthe most auspicious
day for financial discussions; crossed wireson
Wednesday will ensure mixed messages.

AQUARIUS (January 21-February 19): A week
of upsand downslies ahead for you. Beingin
the right place at the right time gives you an
advantage this Saturday. Seek out shade early
next week to avoid getting hot under the collar
when othersfail to keep promises. A snakein
thegrasswould like to disturb your chances of
succeeding in romance, but will giveits pres-
ence away by making too much noise.

PHUKET DIARY

of coming events

Until March 13: Tao Thepkrasat-
tri & Tao Sri Soonthorn Cultural
Fair. Held every year to commemo-
rate the role Phuket’s heroines played
in the victory over a Burmese incur-
sionin 1785, thefair thisyear will be
bigger and better than ever.

Pattama Rujeewong, of the
Phuket Provincial Cultural Office
(PPCO), said that the celebrationsthis
year would bethe biggest yet, to mark
HM King Bhumibol Adulyadej’'s 60
years on the throne.

Activitieswill take placefrom 8
am to 10 pm each day, at Thalang
Chanasuk Memoria Field, in Baan
Kian, where the battle took place.

The battlefield covers96rai, one
kilometer west of the main intersec-
tion in Thalang Town, on the road to
Cherng Talay.

On March 11, 12 and 13, start-
ing at 7 pm, actors will reenact the
battle.

On March 13, remembered as
the day of the battle, awreath-laying
ceremony will be held at the Hero-
ines Monument at 8 am.

Sport competitions, including
takraw, Muay Thai, Muay Thai talay
(boxing while sitting on a horizontal
poleover apool of water or mud) and
greasy pole climbing, will be held as
part of the festival.

The main sporting event, on
March 12, will beamountain bikerace,
with off-road sections, taking in his-
torical sites en-route.

Ridersin Category A of therace
will cover thefull 35-kilometer course,
with riders starting at 1:30 pm, while
ridersin Category B will race over a
25km course, starting at 11:30 am.

Category C, for children under
13 yearsof age, will cover 10km, start-
ing a 10 am.

Until March 31: Art Exhibition.
YArt! is presenting an exhibition of
paintings exploring themes of self, in-
ner spirituality and man’srelationship
with the outside world, by Thai and
Burmese artists, at the Crowne Plaza
Karon Beach.

A “Mind Raft” meditation work-
shop will beled by Michael Stephens
onMarch 10 and 11. Call 076-286359
to register.

ol

Not long now till Songkran...

March 23-April 15: Art exhibition.
Dusit Laguna Resort will host an ex-
hibition of bronze sculptures and oil
paintings for public viewing from
March 23toApril 15. Entranceisfree.
The works are by British artist
and sculptor Paul McGarry, who in-
corporates Thai motifs and mythical
figuresinto pieces of modern art.

April 6: Chakri Day (Public Holi-
day). Chakri Day commemorates the
originsof the Chakri dynasty, founded
by Ramall, who established Bangkok
asthe nation’'s capital.

April 13-15: Songkran (Thai New
Year —Public Holiday). Also known
asthe Water Festival, and held during
the driest months in Thailand, Song-
kran is celebrated by Thais through-
out the country by pouring—tradition-
ally only alittle, but these days more
playfully a lot — of water on other
peopleto bring them good luck through
the coming Thai Year.

April 14-15: Phuket Bike Week.
Phuket Bike Week 2006 will be held
fromApril 14-15, 2006.

The Grand Dinner by Ride Thai-
land and Phuket Riders Club will be
on April 14 at Thainaan restaurant,
opposite Central Festival Phuket.

Visit www.ridethailand.com or
www.phuketbikeweek.com for more
information.

ExpressData

Internet Access  Broadband ASDL
. Corporate Leased Line
Co-Location

“Let us bring a World of real Business
right into your office. Using the Internet

just got a whole lot easier”

Express Data holds a franchise from Internet KSC in Phuket and Phang-Mga, offering single-point service solutions for a wide range of
business sectors including High Speed Internet, fast and reliable Web Hosting, advanced web-based applications and Wireless Solutions.

Online Marketing | Web Hosting & Design

| Dramain Registration
Submit Search Enginas

ADDRESS: 73/2 RASADA ROAD, PHUKET, THAILAND 83000 TEL: (68) 076 -214496 FAX: (66) 078-215933 EMAIL: INFO@EXPRESSDATA.CO.TH , WWW.EXPRESSDATA CO.TH
e —
Where |IP means Internet Partner

Wireless Solutions  WiFi Hospots

| In-room Intermet for Hotels
Consulting & Hardware
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he new Formula One
season, which roars off
tomorrow at Sakhir in
Bahrain, has been
chock-full of excitement even
before the start lights go out.

To begin with, there is an
11" team thisyear —fledgling Ja-
panese outfit Super Aguri, lining
up with Honda refugee Takuma
Sato and 2005 Formula Nippon
runner-up Yuji lde.

Formed by former Grand
Prix racer Aguri Suzuki, with sup-
port from Honda, the new team
was established mainly to calm
theoutcry in Japan when Honda's
ownteam (née BAR) dumped the
at-times wild Sato. Nobody de-
nies Sato is talented, and on his
day very quick, but he has had
more than his fair share of acci-
dents along the way.

Instead of Sato, Rubens
Barrichello will thisyear line up
alongside Jenson Button at Hon-
da. Buttonisentering hisseventh
Formula One season, and after
100 Grands Prix is
till chasing that elu-
sivefirst victory.

Replacing
Barrichello in the
Michael Schumach-
er team — sorry, in
Ferrari — is Brazil-
ian Felipe Massa.
He too had a repu-
tationfor being som-
ewhat wild, but af-
ter a couple of years at Sauber
has calmed down considerably.

Massa's place at Sauber,
now owned by BMW, has been
taken by “Quick Nick” Heidfeld.
The German previoudy drovefor
Sauber before a fruitless year at
Jordan in 2004, and a slightly
more successful season at Will-
iamslast year —when he achiev-
ed his first pole position and a
coupleof podiums.

Heidfeld is the first to ad-
mit that 2006 will beatransitional
year for the team as BMW takes
the reins, but don't rule out his
picking up pointsalong the way.

Heidfeld’'s teammate is the
“past his sell-by date” Canadian

BEH
THE

- THE ]
WHEEL

By Jeff Heselwood

Exciting F1 season wide
open, with big changes

Jacques Villeneuve, the 1997
world champion.

There had been speculation
that BMW would not honor Ville-
neuve's two-year contract, and
would replace himwith Austrian
Alex Wurz, but BMW team boss
Mario Theissen decided that con-
tinuity was better for theteamin
its first year as a Formula One
entrant initsown right.

Last year’s runner-up, a-
beit with 10 wins, wasMcLaren,
although there have been doubts
expressed about the power and
reliability of the new Mercedes-
Benz engine that
will power the
newly-liveried cars
in 2006.

This season,
in order to reduce
speeds—and alleg-
edly cut costs —
new 2.4-liter V8
engines will be
used. These will
produce around
700bhp (515kW), compared with
|ast season’sV 10sthat gave more
than 900bhp. The biggest differ-
ence, according to the drivers, is
thelack of torque compared with
the V10, which will favor smooth
driving, maintaining momentumin
corners and ensuring agood exit
speed.

TheMcLarenline-upisun-
changed with Kimi Raikkonen
and Juan Pablo Montoya.

Thesamegoesfor reigning
world champions Renault, with
Giancarlo Fischellaand Fernando
Alonso, whose car will sport the
coveted No. 1 in 2006.

Alonso has signed for Mc-
Laren for 2007, though, and this

IND
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Above, Renault’s
Fernando Alonso wiill
carry No. 1, but has
signed to move to
McLaren next year.
Right, Pablo Mlontoya
stays with VicLaren,
while Felipe Massa,
far right, has goneto |

=

Ferrari. [ —— g -

may have the effect of destabi-
lizing his championship defense.

Toyotaisalso the same, re-
taining Ralf Schumacher (reputed
to be second only to his brother
intermsof annual remuneration)
and Jarno Trulli.

The dark horse this season
may turn out to beWilliams, which
parted company with BMW at
the end of 2005 and is now fully
independent. Powered by a
Cosworth V8 and running on
Bridgestone tires instead of Mi-
chelins), WilliamsretainsAussie
Mark Webber, and has signed 20-
year-old German sensation Nico

Expert Property Advice

= Sales (land & property)
* Consultancy
* Rentals
* Estate management
* Rental management
« Relocation advice
* Maintenance, repairs &
construction
Local Knowledne
Global presence

076 239944 / 01 893 3434

info@lynxmgmt.com
www.phuket-villas.com
www.phuket-homes.com

Rosberg — son of 1982 world
champion Keke. Rosberg Jr won
the inaugural GP2 title in 2005,
and has been praised by none
other than Sir Frank Williamsfor
his speed and consistency.

Mention must also be made
of Dietrich Mateschitz's pair of
teams— Red Bull Racing and the
former Minardi ouitfit, now called
Scuderia Torro Rosso (STR).

Drivers are veteran David
Coulthard and Christian Klien at
Red Bull, while the newly re-
vamped STR has American as-
pirant Scott Speed and the 2004
F3000 champion, Vitantonio
Liuzzi from Italy.

Finally, Midland Racing is
the old Jordan, athough it runs
much the same way as Eddie’s
eponymous team — without a
great deal of cash. Itsdriversare

e Dt
5 Ay

s ) < Japanese-51yle

Dutchman Christijan Albers and
Tiago Monteiro from Portugal .

The season begins in Bah-
rain, and with the cancelation of
the Belgian round because of
improvements being madeto the
Spa circuit, it will comprise just
18 races over eight months, cul-
minating in the Japanese Grand
Prix on October 8.

This should be one of the
most wide-open seasons in re-
cent years, but don’t count on
Michael Schumacher having an-
other bad year, ashedid in 2005.

The 38-year-old, seven
timesworld champion, isstill un-
doubtedly aforceto be reckoned
with.

Jeff Heselwood may be con-
tacted by email at jhc@
netvigator.com
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Natcha
Yuttawor awit

hether you up for a

crack-of-dawn sall

or out for a cool

Sunday morning
stroll around town, it'scheap and
easy to grab a bite en route.
Fancy some dim sum?

Thetraditional Chinesefare
featuring a staggering assortment
of steamed or fried bite-sized
dumplings contai ning morsel s of
meat, seafood and vegetables, is
afavorite in Phuket.

On Yaowarat Rd, opposite
Bangkok Hospital Phuket, atiny
shophouse with a red signboard
reading “Kanomjeeb-Salapow”
serves up hot and tasty dim sum
for breakfast.

The owner, Yaowaluk Kor-
dilokrat, launched her business 10
years ago and has been going
strong ever since.

Her Chinese soup (boiled
pork ribswith mushrooms), at just
12 baht abowl, isahighly popu-
lar complement to the kanom-
jeeb (dimsumdumplings) for six
baht per dish.

She and her two younger
sisters make the dumplings by
hand every day.

Also on the menu is sala-
pow (steamed buns filled with
pork and egg) for six baht each
and pork congee for eight baht.

“My foreign customerstell
me the menu really suits them,
because it isn't spicy like Thai
food,” she says.

Kanomjeeb-Salapow is open
daily from 6 am to 11 am. For
more information, call K. Yao-
waluk at Tel: 076-354421.

Prairie Crocus
Water Company Rawai,
Kata, Chalong, Patong

Drinking-quality water for all
home uses, swimming pool,
shower, cooking

24=Hour Delivery
Spocial rates for hotels,
bulk dalivery.

Tel: 06-1811856, 09-FR 196210

Unlimited supply. We awn our
oWn Water reserves so your
supply never changes, unlike
small companics that have to

buy from others in the
dry season.

RGN

Above left, Yaowaluk Kordilokrat pre-
pares for another day of serving hungry
people a fine, inexpensive breakfast.

Left and above, the menu includes a wide
variety of steamed dishes.

rant

For free tranap
in Patong. call us,

Kal

im Seaview

' AT

GO0D VIEW 600D TASTES BEST SERVICE

M Dpening. Besl view in Kalim Besch narth of Patorsg Beach
< 7. We e
criapy plrzs or =0k pizea, Boman or Mapolitan sivie, cooked bn

En*IP00D-FIRED OUVEN=*®
e rCPECIAL-PRICE WINES™®**®
« From ltalg - Framee. Chile - Anrrralia - South Africs

andl o, al very reaxsnabls praces

Kalim Seaview, ihe hrand new mister of Ficreria Hul 1

For reservations please call 0T6-290057-8
For free transport (only Patong area) call 01 -6T66214
Open daily: 10 am-11 pm

Lm:anda

WINE & GHILLTHAL CUISINE

A cosy place
Imported meat, Charcosl BB
A owine cellar wilh a

wide range of wines, all
at very reasonable prices.

PO WS ER AT MR PLEASE CALL
Tel: Th-AMHEET or O76-331] 34

Awvnrd From Thaidlund

Fantier Bost Hestaurant 2005
= The best gnarmet restaurant.

Bamngkok Alrways Magazine

£ Palsk Rad Eats-Rann, Phuket K3 1060
wwn oommda-phiket. com
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ith a dozen ski re-

sorts, excellent

snow and facilities

to match, South
Koreaprovidesmany Asianswith
their first taste of thethrillsto be
had both on- and off-piste.

And the country’s gung-ho
sporting exuberance—which was
given a tremendous boost when
Seoul hosted the Olympics in
1988 — means that both novices
and experts are guaranteed a su-
perb winter holiday, whether they
be skiers or snowboarders.

Therepublic’sski seasonis

TALES

TRAVELER

By EdPeters

running at full throttle now, and
doesn't ease off until the end of
the month.

Most of the larger resorts
have snow generators which
come into play on the odd occa-
sions when Nature fails to co-
operate.
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Skiing is a relatively new
sport for Korea, but the country’s
younger generation has taken to
it with alacrity, blending its fun
with anatural physical hardiness
into what might be described as
tae kwon snow.

At weekendsand on public
holidays, coaches and trains
heading for the resorts are
packed, and the lines for the
chairlifts form shortly after day-
break.

Best of all —fromavisitor’'s
point of view —isthat pricesare
inexpensive when compared
with some of the world’s other
ski destinations, with all-in pack-
agestaking care of accommoda-
tion, lift passes and breakfast
and supper.

One of Korea' sbest-known
skiing areasis Mujuin Jeollabuk
Province, which hosted the 1997
Winter Universiade. Its 27 runs
—including thesix-kilometer Silk
Road and the 60° Raiders — are
spread over 700 hectares.

Laguna Resort Entrance

Tel: 076 271 430, 01-TET5354

Email: totoidphuket.ksc.co.th
www, tolophuket.com

Main picture: Skiing at
night? Not a problem.
Above: This scene
could be from any ski
resort in the world.

Getti ng piste in Korea

the Korean resorts, with
a select coterie of pubs,
bars and lounges, and
there's even an indoor

playground for children.
' Although, overall,
the aprés-ski tends to
kimchee and karaoke,
there is plenty of oppor-
tunity for everyone to
wind down.

Now, the snowplow: Beginners get alesson
before taking to the nursery slope.

Aswith all Korean resorts,
theaim isto get skiers up on the
dopesasswiftly aspossible, with
equipment-hire shops and chair-
liftsworking flat out. Floodlight-
ing means that night skiing is
highly popular, too.

Communal hot tubs—away
of life for Koreans — are a great
way to soothe aching muscles
unused to therigorsof downhills
and sudden turns.

Thenightlifeat Mujuisper-
hapsthe most developedin all of

Chpen daily
from §1L30- D500 nmad 17.30- 20060 e

In Gyeonggi, there
isalot of sporting funto
be had at Bears Town,
which has grown over recent
years to include 11 different
dopes — the longest nearly three
kilometers.

The gentler runs — Little
Bear and Panda — are especially
good nursery slopes for young-
stersand adults new to skiing, and
Bears Town’'s multilingual ski
schools can cater to al levels.

Snowboarding ismorethan
just popular here, partly because
it is easier to master than more
traditional skiing, and students
with a reasonable sense of bal-
ance find they can pick it up af-
ter just a couple of classes.

For those not so keen on
either skiing or snowboarding, the
dledge slopes are a great family
outing.

Phoenix Park, in Gangwon
Provinceto the east of Seoul, lies
700 meters above sealevel, with
valley-type pistes designed to
take the best advantage of the
natural topography of Mount
Taegi. Its 12 slopes are served
by rapid lifts and state-of -the-art
Austrian-made gondolas.

There's also a skating rink
for those who prefer to try their
skillsat staying upright ontheice
rather than on snow.
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%] The Cryptlc Crossword
Across 3 4 5 & B
1. Projectileexcretion,it’s

Hidden Words

Hiddenin thegrid below arethenamesof at least 25
piecesof kitchen equipment. Thenamesmay read
vertically, horizontally or diagonally. They may also
read right-to-left or down-to-up. Score: 10or more,

good; 15 or more, very good; 20 or mor e, excellent.

olmn|olO|RIX|Ir|DmMO|IZ(>|Ir|10|0|ImMmwn|Z|0|X|w|>|T
MG[OIN|TIM[IO|O|IN|T|O|«|O|O|T|IFr|;m]|TlT|O|IO|O|(C |
<|TZT|IO|—|IZm>|ICcloim|<|m|d|m|M|Z|r[>|O0>|T|m|o|r|Z

w|Xlom|c|x|<|N[m|c|o|o|s|o|Z[m|m|un|m|o|r|o|4d|T |0
<[z[Z|4|@|m|z|o|z|[x|[r|<|O|T[Z|S|o|o|c(S|z|-|wn|x]|m
>lol>|d|l-[(>|ulT|s<|=|o|[4|Z|Z|T|4|>|0|ZX|x|[T|>]|O

o|<lo|Tl|lo|A|P|S|clu|lm|z|x|-|c|Z(N|w|a]|—|zZz|Tn|O|—|—
OIN|OIN[Z|Ir[om|Z|(Z|(Oo(>|T|(o|o|Z|—|T|[H|[vn|T|a|O|T|M
nl|<|o|N|Z|IZ|r|S|olOo|m|a|>|Zz|o|<||O|n|—-|m|ClO|<
—|OlZ|m|>|la|—|O|O|r|H|IC||O|C|O|A|Z|X|nMmM[r4|<|N
OIN|rFI<|Ool<[nIX|Z|(r|d|m|un|—|ZT|IN|m[O|Z|4|O|m|n]|>]|=
T|O|m|m|T|wn|o|c|r(Ss|m|[n|r|o(>|(r|—|Z|Z|—|7|T|7n|e|m
o|o|n|T|w|H|w|o|<|<|v|o|lz|c|lo|S|x|z|n|Zz|w|x|[xm|O|T
o|lS|n|n|n|r |o|x|[<|Z|N|r|n|o|x|lo|un|w|lo|m|n|z|[O|Z]|z
olmlrimem|m|Z|ZTI(IN|IO[T|r|O|—|w|lm|O|Z 0|1 |n|w|C|T

Py
m

Solution on next page.

Solution, tipsand
su da ku computer program at
& Puzzles by Pappocom www.sudoku.com

Sudoku is very simple: each row, each column and each “box” of
nine squares within the puzzle must contain all the numbers from
1 to 9 with, naturally, no repetitions. Beware: there is only one
solution to this puzzle, which is on page 20.

10.

1.

12.

15.

17.

19.

22.

24.

25.

28.

29.

30.

31.

said, isout of thewind.

9)

Colorless, rejected —
throw it out. (5)

Facia featurein Ma€'s
engine. (7)

Encounter Meg outside
noted container. (7)
Money for clipped sheep?
That's nuts! (6)

Labor ace cooked tuna.
(8)

Fool and L atin possession.
Q)

Can't be beaten without
tournament. (9)
Tonicgoinmix —
unrecognizable. (9)

Fish for dessert? (5)
Composition or arocky
outcrop. | have nothing.
(8)

Encourage using trophy as
food holder. (6)

Note Ron has Greek letter
for windpipes. (7)
Scottish accent has gal
mixed up with thief. (7)
Windy? Happy about ship.
(5)

It's Easter. Compose
dissertations. (9)

E2 TRIVIA

1.

10.

Answers on next page.

Brineisasolution of
water and what else?

WhatisThailand's
international telephone
dialing code?

In The Lord of the
Rings, who wasFrodo’'s
most loyd friend?

Stonehengeislocatedin
which English county?

What isthe capital of
Venezuda?

What doesDV D stand
for?

Theterm*“spa’ isderived
fromthenameof which
Begiantown?

Which sign of thezodiac
isrepresented by acrab?

Who wrote Of Mice and
Men?

Which Britishpop gar, a
former member of
Wham! wasrecently
arrested on drug
charges?
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Down 15. French pa goto Spanish
pal?
1. Plaguewriter bowledover  16. For example, nothingis
nasty plant. (5) conceit. (3)
2. Forgivesexplanations.(7) 18, Marvin'sshelter. (3)
(7) ) 21. Bad-tempered
4.  Type of grassinstrument Napoleonic generd. (7)
part. (4). . 22. Two waysto run to get
5. Des_tructl on of protest fired third. (3-4)
particle. (10) . 23. Placeslocals out East.
6. Look at clean obfuscation. @)
() -
7.  Ode to cooked pies—one 26. ?V?gge(g added to
of a series. (7) 27 Baegore. baker, is
8. Followlabd. (3) : '
13. Cardinassay “Try!” (5) competent. (4)
14. Believing experienceis 28. Capture awful woman.

Scribble Space
N

©)

best, crimetip isresolved. .
Solution on next page.

(10)

Brain Buster!!

Arthit, Boonchuay, Chatichai, and Damrong
are standing in line to buy ice cream. See if
you can figure out their order
from the following clues:

Chatichai is between Arthit and Boonchuay.
Damrong is next to Arthit.
Boonchuay is not first.

Answer on next page.
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Quick Crossword

AcRoss Down

1. Bucket. 1. W.Austrdian city.

3. Haitianblack magic. 2. Charged particle.

8. Hair curl. 4. Horse food.

9. Sweet stuff. > Svaredsike

10. Very large rope. 7. Stomachailment.

14. Stagge“ 11. Gun and pike, for example.

16. Indian currency. 12. Explosive devices.

18. Crustacean. 13. Notright.

20. Argon and freon, for 15. Of the countryside.
example. 17. She, in French.

21. Shopping center. 19. Afternoon meal.

Solution below, right

Get your brain
in gear with

Which constellation
contains the twins Castor
and Pollux?

Which sportsmen might
use amashie-niblick?

Which country’sentire
population was

condemned to death by
the Spanish inquisition?

Which country has been
the site of most
European battles?

What were the sides of
the USfighting ship Old
Ironsides made of?

Which version of the
Biblewas publishedin
1610?

Who is credited with
being thefirst non-
Muslim Westerner to
visit Mecca?

Who isthe only woman
to have won two Nobel
Prizes?

0.

10.

12.

13.

14.

What was her nationality?

Which 59-year-old
crooner recently released
acompilation CD, The
Greatest Songs of the
Fifties?

Puntland is aregion of
which strife-ridden
country?

Singer RobbieWilliams
has just bought sharesin
which English soccer
club?

What do thefollowing
havein common? Singer/
dancer Josephine Baker,
writer Samuel Beckett,
actorsAudie Murphy and
James Stewart, and a

The Monster Quiz

Kids! Ask Mum and Dad to help you find the answer s to these questions.
They’'re not easy but, if you do some research, you should be able to find
the answers to all of them.

15.

17.

18.

19.

homing pigeon called Cher  20.

Ami.

Apart from acting, Audie
Murphy was also notable
for being what?

(3

B
9

The Comfort of
Srangers is which
singer-songwriter’s most
recent album?

Sworninon March 11,
1993, who was the first
female Attorney-General
of the US?

Which production road
car recently set a speed
record of 407kmh
(253mph)?

What do actor-director
Kenneth Branagh, author
John le Carré and
actress Dame Helen
Mirren havein common?

Inwhich country is
Raouché Rock?

Who wrote The Ballad
of Lucy Jordan, the song
made famous by
Marianne Faithfull?

Answers below, |eft.

Monster Quiz Answers: 1. Gemini;
2. Golfers; 3. TheNetherlands; 4. Belgium; 5.
Wood; 6. TheKing Jamesversion; 7. Richard
Burton; 8. Marie Curie; 9. Polish; 10. Barry
Manilow; 11. Somalia; 12. Port Vale FC; 13.
They all received the Croix de Guerre; 14. The
most-decorated US combat soldier of World
War 1I; 15. Beth Orton; 16. Janet Reno; 17.
The Bugatti Veyron 16.4; 18. They have al
refused the CBE (Commander of The Most
Excellent Order of the British Empire) honor;

19. Lebanon; 20. Shel Silverstein.

EZ Triva Answers: 1. Sdt; 2. 66; 3.
Samwise Gamgee; 4. Wiltshire; 5. Caracas, 6.
Digitd Video Discor Digital VersatileDisc; 7.
Spa; 8. Cancer; 9. John Steinbeck; 10. George

Michedl.

Brain Buster Answer:

Boonchuay isfourth.

Damrong is
first, Arthit issecond, Chatichal isthird, and

¢+ +(OZ — 00+ + + + +

F+++++++H—"Z2(N0O—r)

Hidden Words
SOLUTION

+ 4+ + + 4+ 4+ + + o+

+ + + + 4+ + o+ o+
+ 4+ + + H|+ +++ o+

Solution to this
week’s Cryptic
Crossword

Solution to this
week’s Quick
Crossword

Solution to this
week’s Sudoku
puzzle
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TSOW

st becauseyou' re 70 years

Id doesn’t mean you can't

e immature. For nine

ears now, S Tsow has
been the resident humor colum-
nist at The Nation, reveling in
jokes about farts and poo. His
columns also appear regularly in
the Gazette.

His new book of 35 humor
storiesisasequel to hisfirst Thai
Lite, entitled Thai Lite 2 (Bang-
kok Books, 2005, 204pp). The
cover shows an overflowing beer
steinlabeled “ The Refill”.

A disclaimer: I’veknown S
Tsow since 1992, when the fat
poisonous toad came to visit me
in Songkhla and then wrote a
story called A Literary Pilgrim-
age. It was outrageously untrue
and ridiculously funny.

S Tsow is a master of tak-
ing an outlandish premiseand run-
ningwithit.

Here is some dialog from
his first story, Thailand Q&A,
arising from the classic situation
of a Bangkok expatriate return-
ing hometo hisignorant country-
men:

“Q: | hear that they have el-
ephantsin Thailand.
“A: Yes. Everyone has an el-
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SHELF

By JamesEckardt

ephant. Mine is named Esme-
ralda. | ride her to work every
day, urging her on with hearty
criesof “On, on, Esmerada, thou
best of pachyderms!”

“Q: Where do they park ‘em?
“A: We have elephant parking
lots.

“Q: Don’t the elephants mess up
the roads with their poo?

“A: No. We have elephant toilets
for themto relievethemselvesin.
“Q: What'san elephant toilet like?
“A:Big.”

He then moves on to the subject
of Thai nicknames, a new car-
toon hero for Thailand named
Geckoman, the Thai love of block-
ing sidewalks, the culture of bus
ridingin Bangkok, floods, el ephant

toilet training, the quest for “qual-
ity” tourists, thereality of “scum”
tourists, and his 20 “laws of the
trail” gleaned from hisbackpack-
ing daysin the 1960s.

A trio of storiesisdedicated
to his years of

sex tourist and abargirl, who ex-
changeintimaciesin formal Vic-
torian English: “Good evening, Sir.
May | inquireif you desireto par-
take of liquid refreshment? And,
if so, of what nature?”’

And on to:

teaching. He
reveled in there-
spect he was en-
titled to as a for-
eign ajarn.

“I imagine
that it's the same
sort of respect
that would be ac-
corded somebody
who had been
born a savage in
the jungle, but
then got educated
and went to an-
other country.
There, because
of his education
and his ability to
teach his native language, it was
decided that he was worthy of
high status. People would show
him respect, but they could never
be sure he was not going to sud-
denly spear apassing dog and eat
it raw on the sidewalk.”

He goes into a very funny
extended riff on the meeting of a

“If you wish, sir,
| canprovidemin-
istrations which
will dleviate any
stresses you may
be feeling” lead-
ing to “a mating
event”.

This leads
to A Guide for
Western Romeos
in which he cau-
tionsagainst mar-
ryinga“youthful,
submissiveAsian
Juliet”.

“Take a
§ ook at any Thai

soap opera,” he
warns. “Watch asthe minor wife
and the major wife shriek ob-
scenities at each other and tear
each other to pieces, biting and
clawing like alley cats. Watch as
the husband, the object of their
affections, standstheretransfixed
in helpless terror, looking like a
constipated eunuch.”

LITES THE WAY

A trio of stories on food —
Food Wimps, The Right Hand is
for Eating and The Somtam Lady
— are less successful. But he's
back on form with an interview
skewering a pompous jargon-
spouting management gurul.

Hemovesrobustly onwards
to ways of getting rich in Thai-
land. There'ssex change tourism
and dental tourism and medical
tourism.

Why not —rounding out the
services from womb to tomb —
crematourism?

And finally there are his
thoughts on hisown funeral:

“l want people to wear
bright colors at my funeral, and
no speeches. As soon as the last
chorus of Livin" Next Door to
Alice has faded, | want them to
crank up the loudest and snappi-
est morlam music they can find
and pop my coffin into the fur-
nace as the audience chants,
‘Burn, baby, burn!” and fireworks
light up the sky and writhing go-
go dancers snake-dance topless
around the crematorium.”

Asoneof hisfriends, | think
that’s the least we could do.

Tsowndings is on Page 14 of
this issue.

Busted blondes, Marley’s mellow ghost

The wrong stuff: “| had always
known that Phuket was a pack-
age holiday [hotspot], but | was
unprepared for Patong. When |
arrived, | noticed that the town
was full of large, muscular men
with no necksand little hair.” (1)

The long stuff: “It'sall abit sad
but wherever you go in tourist-
Thailand there are advertisements
to visit ‘long-neck villages'.
These poor asylum seekersfrom
Myanmar are never referred to
as the Patong people or even
dlightly, but forgiveably, errone-
ously as Karen or Kayan people,
just long necked.” (2)

Strange but true: “Pattaya’s
finest busted one blonde Russian
lady and her pimp this week.
They were arrested, quickly de-
ported and barred from ever re-
entering theKingdom. They were
not charged with prostitution or
soliciting, but rather for working
without avalid work visa...” (3)

Miles of smiles: “An aside.
Thailand isknown asthe land of
smiles. This is the smile of the
taxi driver when you tell him
where you want to go and he
smilesand impliesthat he knows
where to take you.

No, thesmilemeans, ‘| don't
understand a word you are say-
ing and | will take you where |
think you deserve to go'. After
telling adriver, The Sheraton, he
smilingly delivered ustotheAsia
Hotel, on the other side of town,
but oh well.” (4)

Gibbon half a chance:
“...we changed plans and
headed for the Gibbon Reha
bilitation Project (GRP) in-
stead which is inside a Na-
tional Park here on Phuket.
“The park entrance fee
was a steep $5 per person. |
say steep because the only
thing in the park is one small
waterfall and afew food stall
vendors. The guy at the gate
did have himself an official
looking uniform and a little
booth to sit in so we paid up.
“Theonly other thingin
the park of courseisthe GRP,
but since not one penny of the
park fee goes towards the

OuUTSIDE

IN
By LisKinswoman

Apologies for Lis’s absence last
week. She’s been a little poorly and
has undergone the chair-on-veranda
treatment and highly recommends it.

This week we have men without
necks (Aren't there a lot of them on
the island? Do they have to have pit
bulls or is it just Lis’s impression?);

gibbons with goats; the ubiquitous
reggae bar experience; and an off-
the-rail central Bangkok experience.

and looked around for the bar-
man — he was asleep in a
hammock behind us. After he
woke up and got us a couple
of beers, we grabbed a sedt,
lay back and enjoyed the
smooth grooves of Bob Mar-
ley. Very smooth. Almost too
smooth. But smooth. Nice.
Relaxing. Smoooooth. 2 hours
later. Ok, so | fell adeep at a

ar... " (6)

Off the rails: Some contribu-
torsto blog/information sites
are well meaning, but ulti-
mately confusing. Here’sone
from a few years back:
“Whilethered-light district of
Pat-Pong is depressing as far

GRPit doesn't really count.

“The Gibbons here
weremainly confiscated from pet
owners, street side acts, and bar-
room entertainment ... Because
they are trying to train them to
be wild again visitors aren’t al-
lowed anywhere near them.

“We could seethem through
the trees and we could certainly
hear them with their super loud
calls, but wedidn't get to see one
of them smoking acigar, drinking
a shot of whiskey, and playing a
game of eight ball.” (5)

Z2272277z:|sn't it strange how
everyone's Thailand Reggae bar
experiences seem to be so simi-
lar? Here's a nice compare-and-
contrast from two lads on the
prowl in Patong. “ The ping pong
show wasawful. The poor man’s
Bangkok... Likel said, thisplace
was nasty. We left the joint soon

after polishing of f our free beers,
not looking forward to onceagain
having to push our way past asea
of groping ladyboys and crazy
hookersagain.

“Thenwe spottedit, thedia
mond in the rough. The Rasta
Bar. | don't know what it isabout
Reggae themed bars popping up
everywhere we go, but we wel-
comed the sight with open arms.
Not only that, but thiswasthe best
Reggae bar yet. In the true spirit
of the theme, the staff were in-
credibly laid back.

“We sat down at the bar
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as the sex tourism is con-
cerned, the night market there
cannot be surpassed. | recom-
mend the sleeper train to Chiang
Mai...”

S BDP

Iransport
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Fax OTE-3I55047
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And here's another one:
“Whiletravelling in Bangkok be
careful asto what you order in a
Chinese restaurant. Dog mest is
listed onthemenu as* urban deer’
while jellyfish is called ‘juicy
noodles'.” (7)

(1) geocities.com/graydonandjoanne/
oldtravel ogs/may 25l og.html

(2) patandhelen.co.uk/63thai.htm

(3) http://www.stickmanbangkok.com/
Weekly/weekly192.htm

(4) irvingweb.com/new12.html

(5) bumfuzzle.com/logs01-06.htm

(6) thingsivewritten.blogspot.com/
2005_08 01 _thingsivewritten archive.
html

(7) www.kinneret.co.il/easternet/tipthai.
htm

Expatriate Medical Insurance

International Protection
at a local price

¥ |rafiwidual & Family Plarg

SPECIALISTS IN GROUP
CORPORATE & SCHOOL PLANS
& SLIBSTANTIAL DSCOUNTS AVAILABLE
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Extremeviewson reef
will do nothing but damage

The discovery of awonder of nature, such as the enormous reef off
the shores of Phang Nga, inevitably sparks debate. At one end of the
spectrum of opinion arethose who believethat everyone should have
the right to admire it. At the other end are those who believe that
humans are inherently destructive and therefore should not be al-
lowed anywhere near it.

Already, the debate over the* new” reef has begun and months,
if not years, of wrangling can be expected.

Giventhewell-documented effect of fishing and massdivetour-
ism on other reefs, unfettered access would surely be destructive.
History also tells us that, now that news about the discovery of the
reef is out, atotal ban is unenforcible and, given human nature and
petty economics, would probably most likely be destructive, too.

Oneirony of thisstory isthat the reef was*“ discovered” thanks
to information from fishermen, who are usually blamed for much of
the destruction wrought by humans on reefs. Yet the researchers
who have been inspecting the four square kilometersof cora say itis
invery good condition.

Thisisnot to say that fishing will not damage the reef, only that
it does not appear to have done so thus far. Now that word is out, it
is probable that more fishermen will be attracted to the area, putting
increased pressure on the reef. While local fishermen know the im-
portanceto their own livelihood of keeping the reef in good condition,
outsiders are unlikely to be as scrupulous.

There will also be pressure from dive companiesto allow dive
tripsto thereef, especialy from dive operationsin Khao Lak that are
still suffering in the doldrums after the tsunami. For them the discov-
ery isagodsend. They, too, know that abuse will damage their own
prospects, and have already vowed to do what they can to protect
the new-found site.

The third group in the equation are the National Parks Depart-
ment officials who will have to enforce any rules made to cover the
reef. Chronically undermanned, under-equipped and underfunded,
they will not be ableto do thisalone.

Future property development along the coast near the reef will
have to be strictly regulated in order to prevent run-off and effluent
from damaging the reef.

All of thiswill require an effort that goes beyond local consid-
erations, yet still takes into account the needs and views of local
“stakeholders’. Without them, any attempt to policethe park isbound

tofail. — The Editor
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HUGE REEF
DISCOVERED!

The Gazetteis pleased to receive mail from read-
ers. Please write to us at 367/2 Yaowarat Rd,
Amphur Muang, Phuket 83000, fax to 076-213971
or send an email to editor@phuketgazette.net

Reefer madness

The new reef [Gazette March 4]
off Phang Nga is doomed. Your
story notes, “ For now, K. Songpol
iskeeping thelocation of the reef
asecret in order to protect it.”

Oh come on; if K Songpol
were serious about protecting it,
hewouldn’t have mentioned it at
all. Thisstory hashit theinterna-
tional community and the Lonely
Planet Thorn Tree forum.

It would bevery easy tofind
thereef. Just wait until K. Songpol
heads out there again and follow
him. It’s not rocket science.

Furthermore, there is not
one park in Thailand, marine or
other, that isprotected effectively.
Commercia trawlerscomewithin
Tarutao’s borders constantly.
Fishermen do almost whatever
they want in the Similans and so
on. The best way to protect a
placeis not to tell everyone!

DaveWilliams
Kata

Speaking volumes

As a retired professional audio
designer | would liketo enlighten
Somchai Wichitbut (First Person,
Gazette issue of Feb 25) with
some facts as to why his com-
munity loudspeakersideado not
work.

First, the loudspeaker sys-
tem, at around 150,000 baht, costs
much more than a clock radio
(400 baht) for every housein the
community.

Second, one loudspeaker
cluster in middle of the commu-
nity does not work because sound
is echoed from every wall and
roof, resulting in poor acoustics
for most areas of the community.
Also, the sound volumeistoo high
at long range, too low at long
rangeand comfortableonly inlim-
ited areas.

Third, who wantsto livein
ajail or a military camp where

Big Brother wakes everyone up
at the same time; too early for
some and too late for others?
Fourth, whowantstolivein
a place where Big Brother de-
cides what everyone must hear,
whether they want it or not?
Fifth, along time agoradio
frequencies were allocated to
broadcast news for the masses,
for numerous good reasons.
Those reasons remain the same.
| hopethe officialsof Thep-
krasattri Municipality have the
common sense to keep these
community loudspeakers turned

off.
Heikki Malkki
Phuket

L osingtheway

Inclaimingthat (a) foreign guides
areunnecessary, and (b) the prac-
ticeof employing “sitting guides’
isdemeaning to local guides|[Ga-
zette February 25|, the Phuket
Professiona GuideAssociation’s
argument against thelicensing of
foreign guidesfallsover itself.

Notour operator in hisright
mind would spend money on the
additional foreign guide, if thelo-
cal guide was capable of provid-
ing the service to a satisfactory
standard.

Caught between the re-
quirements of the market place
and TAT regulatory requirements,
tour operators have no choice but
to incur duplicate costs; the for-
eign guide, to satisfy customer
requirements, and thelocal TAT-
licensed sitting guide to satisfy
regulatory requirements.

The well-intended TAT li-
censed guide program has thus
unfortunately evolved into an ar-
tificial “make-work program”,
funded by thetour operators, and
at the expense of more produc-
tiveinvestment in salesand mar-
keting jobs, safety, modernization
of equipment and capacity ex-
pansion.

with your views for publication in our next issue.
We reserve the right to edit all letters. Pseud-
onyms are acceptable only if your full name and
address are supplied.

Let’'sgo beyond theforeign
guide debate and eliminatetheli-
censed guide program entirely.
Let’'s have the government stop
dictating to tour operatorshow to
run their businesses. Let’'s allow
free market forces to determine
who hireswhom, to guidewhom,
or even whether a guide is
needed at all.

Let'sallow the policeto go
back to real policework, and stop
wasting their time chasing buses
to check whether thereisaquiet
man on board with a TAT badge
hanging around his neck.

Let's shut down the TAT's
guide licensing department, and
redeploy these people to selling
and marketing Thailand asades-
tination. Let’sstop wasting all this
valuable human capital!

No doubt these guides can
find more satisfying and reward-
ing jobs providing goods and ser-
vicesthat peopleactually want to
buy! Phuket’s tourism industry,
and the guidesthemselves, would
all be better off as aresult.

Frank Chandler
Rawai

Stop thenightmare; |
want my dream back

| was afraid to drive along the
main roads on Phuket during my
most recent visit —one of many |
have made to here — by motor-
cycle. Therewere big vansdriv-
ing like they owned the road, in
fact, the traffic has gone crazy.
In the four days | spentin
Phuket, one of my friends had a
fatal accident and another was
struck by a hit-and-run driver.
Thailand, and Phuket in particu-
lar, are precious places to relax
and enjoy thefull meaning of life.
What are the police going to do
about this? Please protect theis-
land. I want my dream back.
A Biker
Finland
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Phuket’s prosperous marine
Industry does little for Thais

understand that the govern

ment is trying to ease the

difficulties felt by foreign

yacht owners and boating-
related businesses as well as to
bol ster tourism. | also understand
that the proposa would apply only
to Thai-registered sailboats that
are under 16 meters (52 feet) in
length with alimited size of mo-
tor. However, some 80% of
Phuket’sThai-registered sailboats
are 12-13 metersin length.

Some say the marineindus-
try increases employment, but it
actually doesn’t make much dif-
ference. Moreover, [foreigners]
enjoy our resources, but leave
their waste behind. And when
they have got what they wanted,
they simply return to their home
countries.

Although yachting in gen-
eral may not produce a huge
amount of waste, the high num-
ber of yachts in Phuket does re-
sult in a large amount of waste
going into the sea at anchorages
and marinas.

Itisgood to support foreign-
ersdoing businessin our country,
but it is aso important to exam-
inewhether or not Thailand ben-
efits from it. For example, 95%
of the scuba diving businesses
are operated by foreigners and
they take advantage of aloophole
in Thai law. These companies
don't collect the tax payable by
scuba diversto the Thai govern-
ment when diving in National
Parksin Phuket, even though the
industry generatesabout 3 billion
baht [revenue per year]. How is
that good for local people?

Whenforeignerscometodo
business in our country, they
should pay some taxes; we can
use the money to recover and

he joint declaration, “The Plan of Action

of Franco-Thai Tourism Cooperation”,
signed on February 18 by Thai Tourism and
Sports Minister Pracha Maleenont and his
French counterpart, has been described by
the Ministry of Tourism and Sports (MoTS)
as beneficial for international-standard ma-
rinas and supporting the growth of the ma-

rine industry in Thailand.

In the wake of this, a MoTS proposal to
allow people with foreign captain’s licenses
to skipper Thai-registered yachts is to be put
before Cabinet. While Surin Theera-
kulpisut, Chief of Marine Office 5 Phuket
Branch, supports yachting and marinas, he
wonders how such latitude granted to for-

eigners benefits Thais.

FIRST

PERSON

develop our country. However,
some people are unscrupulous
and don't declare their income
honestly. For example, they may
rent a boat for 100,000 baht per
week to an customer from over-
seas and declare it rented for a
mere 10,000 baht.

And, | would say, nowa-
days, it'snot just foreigners sail-
ing on yachts or running marine
businesses; Thais do, too.

Thelaw is set up to protect
the best interests of Thai people,
but theregul ations are not always
effective. To do businessin Thai-
land, Thais must have a 70%

share and foreigners are entitled
to a 30% share in a company.
Unfortunately, many foreigners
use Thai peopleinorder toregis-
ter their businessand yet thebusi-
nessis, in fact, controlled by the
foreigners who then pocket the
profits.

Weimaginevisiting million-
aire yacht owners come and
spend money on variousthingsin
Thailand, such as dining, but
when it comes down to it, more
often than not they come here to
do business and to make money.

Also, any boat that enters
Thai waters should go to the

Marine Office 5 at Ao Chalong,
be declared and pay 100 baht to
us, but many of them neglect to
do so. We only have that one
checkpoint at Ao Chalong and
whenever we survey thearea, we
find yachts that have not been
declared to the authorities, or are
breaking the rule about having a
Thai skipper.

If the illegal boats are not
spotted by our staff, the owners
get away scot free. The new
regulation will not change that.
But the new regulation givesthe
Thai-registered yachts without
Thai skipperslega status. It ben-

efits them and does nothing for
us.

Our control and enforce-
ment has relaxed in the past two
years; this came about because
of foreigners complaining about
our strict application of the law.
They claimed that arresting
people whose yachts are here il-
legally or without documentation
required by law demonstrated a
lack of support for yachting, ma-
rinasand tourismin the province.
So, now we are slow to arrest
them, waiting to get clearance
from the Marine Department to
take any action as they advise.

Unfortunately, without strict
controls, serious crimes, such as
thesmuggling of drugsand weap-
ons on boats, are easier to com-
mit. As anation with coastal ge-
ography, we need to be extremely
careful.

The government has done
enough to support foreignersin
the marine industry: taxes on
yachts have been cut to 0%.
Maybe the government believes
that the marine industry boosts
employment, or enhances eco-
nomic growth. | doubt that it does.

As for Phuket itself, Gov-
ernor Udomsak Uswarangkura's
strategy is to make Phuket an
attractive, international -standard
maritime province — we already
have three major marinas (Boat
Lagoon, Yacht Haven and the
Royal Phuket Marina) —we sup-
port this. | support this.

However, we also need to
maintain effective control.

| don't hate foreigners and
| am not against a free and open
economy. Nor do | oppose com-
merce, but the Thai government
ought to prioritize what isof real
benefit to Thai people.

Forelgn objects
In prepared food

| bought take-away lunch from a
pad Thai restaurant recently. As
| was eating the noodles at home
| felt something hard in my
mouth. It was a rusty, half-inch-
long black nail, the tip of which
pierced the roof of my mouth.
| thought my luck had hit
rock bottomwhen | pulled acock-
roach leg out of my home-deliv-
ery pizza. Who do | report this
type of thing to? _
Charlie
By email

Supaluck Dumrongchua of the
Phuket Public Health Office
replied:

Anyone wanting to com-
plain about food can call the
Phuket Public Health Office
(PPHO) at Tel: 076-211330 (ext
204, 205). It helpsif thecomplain-
ant can provide us with the for-
eign matter found in the food,
along with information about the
shop, including its name and lo-
cation.

Complaints may be lodged
though the Public Health Min-
istry’s Consumer Hotline number,
1556. In this case the complaint
will be first noted in Bangkok.
This takes more time [to get to
us] so it is best to contact us di-
rectly.

Either way, the PPHO will
follow up complaints by inspect-
ing the food-preparation proce-
dures of the food outlet in ques-
tion and issue a warning to the
shop if it is found that hygiene
standards are not being complied
with.

We recommend that the
public patronizefood outletsthat
display a “Clean Food Good
Taste” certificate.

If there are problems from
these restaurants, it is easy for
usto follow up becausethey have
to maintain astringent set of hy-
giene standardsto merit this cer-
tificate.

| ssues&
ANSWERS

The Phuket Gazette, 367/2 Yaowarat Rd, Muang,
Phuket 83000. Fax 076-213971, or submit your
issue at www.phuketgazette.net

Did gov’t renege on
tsunami promise?

What became of the govern-
ment’s promise to pay the hospi-
tal billsfor all tsunami victims?

| know that all foreigners
paid their bills, otherwise they
were not allowed to leave.

Just Curious
Patong

Arun Keodsom, Chief of the
Phuket Provincial Office for

Disaster Prevention and Miti-
gation (ODPM) replied:

Under Thai law, in the case
of tsunami victims, the ODPM,
Thai hospitalsor, indeed, any Thai
state organization covers ex-
pensesfor Thai citizensonly.

Foreign tsunami victimsare
not eligibleto havetheir medical
billspaid covered by the Thai gov-
ernment.
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Watch out for litter touts

am sometimes asked my

opinion about the suitability

of aparticular breed of dog

as a pet in Phuket. Any
breed of dog can be acquired
abroad and taken to Thailand,
providing the correct steps are
followed.

But just why anybody would
want to do this, unless bringing
over anexisting pet, iscompletely
beyond me, considering the sig-
nificant costs involved and the
fact that many breeds are un-
suited to atropical climate.

Isbuying a Thai-bred pedi-
gree dog an alternative? My an-
swer would besimply this: let the
buyer beware! To understand
how pedigree dogs are bred and
sold in Thailand, it is probably
worth first looking at how this
happens in the West.

Basically, there are three
main sources of pedigreedogsin
virtually any Western country.
Thefirstisa“reputable’ breeder.
Thiswill generally be somebody
who breeds one or two different
types of dog.

The prime motivation of
reputable breedersisto raisedogs
for the showring, asshowing dogs
istheir hobby. If successful, they
can make asignificant amount of
money from stud fees, and a
lesser amount from selling pup-
pies that do not meet the high
standards required of a success-
ful show dog.

Show-quality puppies are
usually sold only to clients who
areactually prepared to show the
dog. This is the safest route to
follow, but even the best breed-
erscan produce puppieswith sig-
nificant faultsand inherent health
problems.

Many breeds have reached
the standard they are at today
through inbreeding. While this
canstampingood qudlities, it can

Phuket Province
invites you
to join the
Thao Thep Krasatri
and
Thao Sri Sunthorn
(Festival 2006)
March 11 to 13
at the Memorial of
Thalang’s Victory in
Ban Liang, Thalang,
to commemorate the
brave deeds of the
two heroines,

First one, then the other: Nappa and Andy Anderson with their two former street dogs.

also stamp in faults which may
be impossible to eradicate. The
most popular breedsall comewith
amost certain future health prob-
lems, whether it be heart defects
insmall breeds such asthe Cava-
lier King Charles Spaniel, or hip
dysplasiain most larger breeds.

The sec-
ond route fol-
lowed isthrough
newspaper ad-
vertisements.
These will gen-
erdly leadtoone
of two sources.
The first will be alocal person
who maybe has a pet bitch from
whom the owner, for whatever
reason, has decided to produce a
litter.

In most cases the owners
will have used a friend’s animal
asstud, or hopefully agood-qual-
ity stud dog. But although their
pet may bethe most beautiful dog
in the world in their eyes, they

.
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By Top Dog

probably know little or nothing
about the breed standard or any
faults the dog may be carrying.
Other advertisements may
well takethe buyer, knowingly or
unknowingly, to commercial
puppy farms. These establish-
ments are usually in rural areas,
often on farms,
and have large
numbers  of
™ dogs of many

MAKINGTRACKS different

breeds. The bit-
ches are bred
from every sea
son, and are kept purely to pro-
duce puppies as a money-mak-
ing concern.

Thesedogsare usually poor
guality and in poor health, and if
you do receive pedigree papers,
they may well be totally inaccu-
rate. There have been many cam-
paigns to shut down such estab-
lishments.

It would also be highly un-
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usual to find a pedigree dog in a
pet shop in the West.

If you are determined to buy
a dog from another country, en-
sure that you do your homework
closely. Also, be awarethat there
have been many cases of dogs
being stolen, so you may well end
up guarding your dog rather than
the other way around.

How doesthiscomparewith
Thailand? Dog shows, although
not unheard of, are still novel in
thiscountry, and reputabl e breed-
ers are therefore rare and diffi-
cult to find, as anybody entering
“dog breeders Thailand” into an
Internet search engine will quick-
ly discover.

The fact is that most pedi-
greedogsin Thailand aresold in
pet shops and at markets such as
Chatuchak in Bangkok. Others
are offered for sale through pri-
vate advertisementsin veterinary
clinics and in newspapers. They
generally come from exactly the
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same sources as two sources in
the West mentioned above —
puppy farmsor local peoplelook-
ing to make a buck.

All puppieslook cute, what-
ever the breed, but again, buyer
beware. Other than native breeds,
nearly all of the pedigree dogs
avallablein Thailand arrived asa
result of somebody bringingina
pair of dogs from abroad. What
the quality of these dogs was is
anybody’s guess.

The fact remains that there
was very little breeding stock
available here, and asaresult in-
breeding proliferated. Theresult,
sadly, isthat most of the so-called
pedigree dogs available in Thai-
land bear little resemblanceto the
original breed.

| have seen breeds such as
Labradors, Retrievers or Cocker
Spaniels that | find hard to be-
lieve do not have mixed blood in
them. They may well be very
nice dogs, but it never ceases to
amaze me that people spend so
much money on buying something
they have no idea about.

The number of pedigree
dogs turning up abandoned at
temples and at other locations
such as the Soi Dog Foundation
(SDF) attests to the fact that
people do not always get what
they think they are buying.

In recent weeks, the SDF
has had the following breeds
thrown over its fence — pug,
poodle, shitzu, doberman, schnau-
zer, great dane and chow —in
addition to many cross-breeds.

Nearly all of the pedigree
dogs dumped were suffering
from some medical condition, in
some cases treatable but in oth-
ers not. One imagines that they
were no longer considered beau-
tiful by their owners.

My own recommendation
to anybody wanting adog, either
as a pet or for security reasons,
isto follow the example of Andy
Anderson and his partner K.
Nappa — contact the SDF. It has
dozens of dogs of all ages and
sizes, any of which would make
anideal companion.

A dog of thistypeis suited
to the climate, extremely protec-
tive of its owner and property,
and comes with far fewer com-
plications. The added bonus is
these dogs are free, and come
ready-neutered and vaccinated.

The two dogs pictured are
typical of Thai stray dogs — two
surviving sistersof just oneof the
hundreds of litters of puppies
dumped each year on the streets
and at the temples of Phuket.

Bella, on the right, was
adopted last August when she
was about 18 months old. Andy
and K. Nappa were so pleased
with her that they also adopted
her sister. The dogs' happy end-
ingis, unfortunately, arare event.

For more information, contact
the Soi Dog Foundation at Tel:
07-0508688 (in English) or 09-
8167853 (in Thai).
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ot solong ago, ayoung

tour guide died while

paddling hisinflatable.

A doctor raced to the
scene, but returned long-faced.
“Itlooked likean epileptic seizure,
but nobody knew first aid or CPR,
andthey did al thewrongthings,”
he said. “It was probably an un-
necessary death.”

I recommended, to the
owner of the tour company in
question, CPR training fromalo-
cal hospital with a price tag of
10,000 baht. This was deemed
“too expensive”. He added, flip-
pantly, “What can | do? He had
a bad heart.”

Another fatality occurred
onthefirst whitewater rafting trip
organized by another company.
The owner simply bought a raft
and took bookings. Knowing noth-
ing about rivers, hedidn’t under-
stand the warning signs; aflash-
flood capsized hisraft.

Whitewater rafting isinher-
ently dangerous. The main safety
guestion isnot elimination of the
risk, but minimizing it. The better
the training and experience, the
better the odds. If any industry
needsattention paid to training, it
is whitewater rafting. So why
don’'t all companies—and guides
— complete certificated training
beforethey start accepting book-
ings?

Here is another sad ex-
ample: sometimeago afriendly
lead guide paddlied over to me
to apologize for his 50 guests
feeding monkeys. | discovered
that the company had about 150
guests in total, but didn’t know
the exact headcount. Some
yearsearlier, this same company
lost a tourist to drowning on a
120-person trip.

Paddle guides still don’t
have to pass a swimming test, or
to havelifeguard, first aid or CPR
training.

Most lead guides don’t
paddle anyway, preferring to doze
on theescort boat whilefreelance
guides operate unsupervised.

In another incident some
yearsearlier,amanwaskilled on
his first day at work when the
escort boat ran him over. Again,
no training had been provided.

And yet another: abookings
clerk wanted to make more
money asaspeedboat captain. So
hedid. Early oninhis“career”, a
guest went off the sterninto deep
water and drowned.

Speedboat sinkings are
common, too. Tourists havetold
me about Thailand’s strange
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WANTED:

Guidefor dangerous sports. Experience
not necessary; training will not be given

mathematical system, whereby
34 people on a boat somehow
equals 22 passengers and two
crew. That's a handy calculation
when 22 is the

The waters around Phuket are gorgeous, but hold dangers for the unwary and the untrained.

six months. There is smply no
substitute for experience.

Worst of al, many fatalities

go unreported, or blameisplaced

on the victim,

maximum num- THE meaning that
ber of guests a GRAY AREA nothing hap-
boat is supposed pensto prevent
to have aboard. more deaths.
Imagine, Outdoor
too, the conver- activity acci-
sations back dents will hap-
home  about pen, but we can
transferring—on reduce their
the high seas — frequency, and,
from one over- perhaps more
loaded speed- importantly,
boat to another. learn how to
“Snap” deal with any
credentialing injuriesthat oc-
does not work, cur.
either. One for- Unfortu-

eigner | know of
selected “dive
master” as his
Phuket profes-
sion. “l can be
certified in nine months,” hetold
me. | pointed out hislack of ocean
experience and suggested that he
try another profession. Ignoring
my advice, he wasduly certified
inmonths—and lost adiver within

Email;
siamint@loxinto. o

By John ‘Caveman’ Gray

nately, the only
criteriacurrent-
ly for setting up
an outdoor ac-
tivities venture
areforming acompany, register-
ing it with the Tourism Authority
of Thailand (TAT), and offering
aproduct or service for hire. No
actual experience is necessary.
Responsible outdoor adven-

s

— Photo courtesy TAT

ture firms require more invest-
ment than capital. The real in-
vestment isn’t in land or capital,
but in expertise. Without a per-
sonal investment in activity expe-
rience, managers cannot manage
— and they should certainly not
accept bookings from unsuspect-
ingtourists.

Phuket prospers from tour-
istswho visititsbeautiful nature,
much of it marine. We therefore
have a moral obligation to offer
professionally run and safe activi-
ties. Touristsmay be so naivethat
they feed monkeys or swim in
dangerous waters— but “ guides”
arepaid to guide. Asthe opening
examples show, however, moral
concerns apparently count for
little.

Financial incentives can
work, though.

Thereare hundreds of “ma-
rine” destinations. Travelers un-
derstand that accidents happen,
sothey choose“responsible’ des-
tinationsthat minimizerisk. When
they buy such tours, they expect
competence, safety and guid-
ance. Hawaii proved that withits
1990 Marine Master Plan that set
designated activity areas, volume
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limits, and professional standards.

After arecession in Japan,
Hawaii’soverall tourism dropped
42% during the plan’sfirst three
years, but marine tourism rock-
eted from US$300 millionin 1990
to US$1 billionin 1993.

Despite a downturn in the
number of arrivals, when Hawaii
introduced professional standards
and usage zones, touriststook part
inmoremarineactivities.

When overloaded speed-
boats sink, or when tourists wit-
ness unnecessary deaths, they go
homeand they talk about it. A big
reason for one's selection of a
destination, after al, istotell one's
friends and colleagues afterward
about the vacation.

The market decides if we
become the destination we think
weare, so Thailand needsrealis-
tic, attainable professional stan-
dardsthat are enforced. Thefirst
lineof responsibility, of course, is
thetour operatorsthemselves. But
if that were the case in reality,
you wouldn’'t be reading these
words. Sowho should berespon-
sible?

Government agenciesdo li-
cense boats and their captainsare
licensed aso, but those of usin
the business al hear speedboat
stories. No matter what criteria
become law, enforcement will
always be an ongoing issue.

When the TAT promotes
activities, it hasaresponsibility to
guarantee safety, credentialing,
and maintaining Thailand’s natu-
ral treasures. It should promote
only properly accredited compa-
niesthat treat both customersand
locations with respect.

The Department of National
Parks is the “landlord” of many
popular tourism destinations in
Phang Nga Province and on Koh
Phi Phi. It isthereforein a posi-
tion to supervise visits — and re-
quire its own guide training on
basic environmental behavior.

We don't need to set Ha-
waii standards, but we can at
least start somewhere. Shouldn’t
a swimming test, basic life-
guarding, and first aid and CPR
certificatesbe minimum require-
ments for marine tour guides?

It sounds like common
sense to me. But want to bet on
when it actually happens?
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The meeting Is at 9am

(I'll be the one In sandals and shorts)

s our island’s broad-

band and infrastruc-

tureimproves, | come

across more and more
busi nesspeople who have chosen
to set up corporate “digs’ right
here in Phuket. These work-at-
home entrepreneurs mostly con-
sist of CEOs of top banks, finan-
cia and management consultants,
marketing firms and even maga-
zineeditors.

Ten years ago, | made the
decisiontoleave corporate office
life and became an independent
traveling technical geek, and see-
ing this trend increase in popu-
larity excites me no end.

STIGMA

Home-based businessesare gain-
ing new legitimacy asaffordable
officetechnology levelstheplay-
ing field and a growing number
of downsized executivesand suc-
cessful business owners opt to
work from home.

Yet for years, entrepreneurs
who worked out of their homes
suffered from the stigma and
prejudice that they were some-
how second-class operators sole-
ly because of where they hung
(or, in most cases, did not offi-
cialy hang) their shingle.

Building a home corporate
image hasnever been easier. You
can go to any one of a hundred
image siteson theweb and down-
load you very own cool logo.

Using MS Word to place
that logo onto the header of a
standard document and then put
your contact informationinto the
footer and voila! You'rein busi-
ness with company letterhead.

Use MS Front Page to
choose a standard template
website, drop inyour logo andfill
in the company information, pop
out your mission plan and poof!
You have web presence.
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The home worker can get plenty of help from the Internet.

‘Although | never lied, |
used to be a lot more
evasive about telling people
where | worked. Now if I'm
on the phone and my dog
barks, I'll say something
like, “My only office, mate.

Then contact any of the
search engine registrations ser-
vices mentioned in my most re-
cent article and now you can come
up asoneof theTop 10listed sites
for just about any search words
or phrases you want.

Picture “47/1 Prabaramee
Rd, Suite 34 Phuket, Thailand” on
a company letterhead or on a
business card and you can under-
stand why many startup owners
who were chained with such un-
attractive addresses head off to
the post office to pick up their
mail.
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But the truth is that count-
less home-based entrepreneurs
with far less fancy residential
addresses continue to rent post-
office boxesin awishful attempt
at camouflaging the little secret
that their daily commuteisup or
down aflight of stairs.

Other transparent facades:
adding asimple “ & Associates’
to one’s surname, masking a
gpare-bedroom office as Suite 2B,
and recording a message on the
answering machine that says,
“All our linesare currently busy.”

Can you blame us? These
days there are so many opportu-
nitiesavailablefor businessesand
individualsaround the globe that
we no longer need to base our
butts in some fancy high-risein
Hong Kong or London.

Infact, when | was consult-
ing for Internet startups, my
apartment overlooked Chrissie
Field in San Francisco and my
biggest problem was keeping the
cat from typing on the keyboard
as he walked around my desk or
purring into the telephone hand-
set as he tried to stake out his
territory inmy lap.

This sort of life has its ad-
vantages and disadvantages but
for the most part, the advantages
far outweigh the disadvantages.

Home, to many corpora-
tions, hastraditionally been abusi-
ness backwater, the domain of
piano teachers, part-timers, and
multilevel-marketing schemers—
a location that has been de-
meaned by al those“Earn Money
at Home" classified ads.

Ten years ago, if you were
working out of your home, it was
likeyou had some sort of disease.

But alot haschanged in that
time. Home-based businesses
appear to be shed-
ding their stigma.
Many, indeed, are
actually coming out
—if not out of the
closet, then certainly out of the
spare bedroom or the basement.

Nowadays, most work-at-
home executives and businesses
probably garner more envy than
scorn from the people they do
businesswith.

Many of Phuket's and Sa-
mui’sresidents epitomizetoday’s
home-based entrepreneurs’ out-
looksand despitetheir business's
success, they have decided to
forgo the trappings of a typical
business office.

One of our clients started
working at home seven yearsago
when he bought back his ad
agency from the larger company
that had taken it over. He then
restarted the agency at home as
the Advertising Group, fully in-
tending to get a “real” office
when he had the time.

He uses our technology to
connect seamlessly to hisclients
around the world by Virtual Pri-
vate Networking.
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By John Seebach

But when the time came he
asked himself why assume the
monthly overhead of renting a
2,000-sguare-foot office, which
he would have to fill with a sec-
retary/office manager, a produc-
tion assistant, an art director and
perhaps an accountant?

Like many home-based en-
trepreneurs, he decided to stay
thecourse, sailingonwith hisvir-
tual company and subcontracting
work out to other home-based en-
trepreneurs.

He communicates with
them, and with hisclients, by fax,
email, VPN and acorporate web-
site.

The home office used to be
smply astageingrowth for many
businesses. Now there’s less of
a need to ever move out of the
house.

Moreover, not only hastech-
nology helped level the playing
field, but many more—and more
prominent — players have joined
in the game.

Withdownsiz-
iNg SO COMMON Now,
many former se-
nior-level employ-
ees are working out of their
homes as consultants and head-
ing start-ups.

And thanksto telecommuit-
ing, the ranks of work-at-home
managers have swelled, making
the practice of conducting busi-
ness away from the office far
more common.

And it no longer comes as
asurpriseto anyonethat real busi-
ness is getting done in home of-
fices.

NOT WELL REGARDED

Just ask our advertising man
whose $1.3-million company con-
vertsraw graphicimagesto afin-
ished product, ready for magazine
files.

He contracts out the con-
versions but has three full-time
employees working from his
home here in Phuket.

He says, “When you first
start to work at home there's a
tendency to feel you' re somehow
not as well regarded. But with a
little success those feelings dis-
appear.”

As working at home be-
comes more commonplace, so-
ciety’s attitudes about it are
changing.

“Although| never lied, | used
tobealot moreevasiveabout tell-
ing people where | worked. Now
if I’'m on the phone and my dog
barks, 11l say somethinglike, My
only office, mate.””

More often than not, he
notes, the response he gets is
oneof jealouscuriosity, such as:
“1’ve always wanted to do that.
How do you like working from
home?’
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Patsy Palmer, 35, from England, is a new Director of a
EurAsia Development Company. She studied business
administration at the University of North London and has
worked extensively in the property and travel and tour-
ism sector in the UK.

Dawn DelVecchio,
40, from Connecticut,
USA, has been ap-
pointed Associate Edi-
tor of Asia-Pacific
Tropical Homes maga-
zine at ArtAsia Press.
She graduated with a
degree in English and
women'’s studies and
then became a Master
Instructor of muay
Thai under the Thai
Boxing Associationin
the US. She also won
first place in the 2005
“Writing Cash Con-
tet”. Beforemovingto
Phuket she worked as
Bangkok-based
freelance writer cov-
ering storieson South-
east Asian art, history
and culture.

1977

Alain Mek-
wattana, from
Bangkok, is
the new Gen-
eral Manager
of the Phuket
Resort Man-
agement Co, a
part of the
Richmond
Group. After
graduating in
from
L'Ecole de
Commerce in
Neuchatel,
Switzerland,
he worked at the Oriental Hotel in Bangkok.
Moving to Phuket, he worked at the Phuket
Yacht Club until 1997. Then followed stints at
the Emerald Hotdl, the Allamandaand the Ban-
yan Tree. Immediately beforejoining the Rich-
mond Group, he was General Manager of
Arahmas Resort & Spa.

Fishing Port Chief Pramuan Rakjai: Will negotiate for fishing rights in
the Andamans for the Phuket fleet.

Phuket and Andamans
set datefor tradetalks

By Nattamon Ratcharak

PORT BLAIR: Initial trade talks
will be held between authorities
from Phuket and Port Blair, the
capital of the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands (ANI) , early
next month, Governor Udomsak
Uswarangkura announced on
February 15.

Thetalks, for which adate
has yet to be set, will mark the
first formal step toward boosting
commercial relations between the
two Andaman Sea locales.

Phuket Commercial Affairs
Office Chief Thada Pithayaporn
said that his office will propose
that the Indian government im-
prove Port Blair Airport to facili-
tate trade and tourism. He will
also present a list of goods that

Phuket is able to export, such as
construction materialsand cook-
ing ail, aswell asalist of poten-
tial imports from India, such as
wood.

Kanokporn Kanthana, Mar-
keting Officer of the local Tour-
ism Authority of Thailand (TAT)
office, said that to facilitate tour-
ism between Phuket and the ANI,
her office would request that vi-
sas to enter India be issued in
Phuket and that arrivals from
Phuket beissued visason arrival
at the Indian territory.

“Wewill aso proposedirect
flights between Phuket, Banga
lore and Chennai,” she added.

Pramuan Rakjai, Chief of
the Phuket Fishing Port Division
of the Department of Fisheries,
said that he would enter negotia-
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tions with a view to improving
relations between the fishing
ports, including having part of
Phuket'scommercial fishing fleet
being able to fish in Indian wa-
ters, and for fish and other sea-
food to be exempt from import
duties for both fleets.

“We would like to set up a
joint committee for resolving is-
sues between the Phuket and
Port Blair fishing industries, and
wewould liketo set up informar
tion-sharing projectsand training
courseswiththelndianlocal fish-
ermen,” he said.

Chaisak K oaysomboon, Di-
rector of the Software Industry
Promotion Agency (Sipa) Phuket
office, said that Sipawas|ooking
into offering Indian | CT business-
men privileges for relocating to
or setting up offices in Phuket,
including having investment in
Thailand approved in 14 days.

Associate Professor Me-
thee Sunpanij, Dean of the Ser-
vicelndustry faculty at the Prince
of SongkhlaUniversity’s Phuket
Campus, said that he would con-
sider sharing information at an
academic level. There would be
aparticular focus on ICT issues,
including “ populationsmoving to-
wards a knowledge-based soci-
ety”, e-learning development
projects, and research and devel-
opment.

He added that talks would
include developing two-month
and five-month student-exchange
programs.

Do Not Drink

Tap ther!

Phuket Public Health
Department
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o look at Germany as

part of the European

Union, and its largest

economy, isto seeaper-
fect dichotomy.

Corporate Germany, the
business sector, is dynamic; the
Germans are the most prolific
exportersin the world.

Withatotal population of 82
million and, in size, smaller than
the US state of Montana, it man-
aged to export goods worth an
estimated US$1 trillion last year,
a figure even China, Japan and
the USfailed to beat.

Germany, however, has se-
rious problems including over-
regulated labor markets, budget
deficits, massive unemployment
and a poor education system due
to demographic shrinkages.

Combine this with a na-
tional sense of depression, which
coexists naturally with low con-
sumer spending, and it is hardly
surprising that the German
economy has experienced years
of recession or low economic
growth.

The situation appearsto be
improving. Thelatest businessfig-
ures released in late February
2006 reflect confidence unmatch-
ed since October 1991.

The 2005 el ections brought
a change of government to one
under the leader-

Merke beginsto
rescue Germany

democracy and socialism. The
latter “mix” had led more to a
dead end than a country with a
bright economic future.

However, even under the
previouspolitical administration,
some changes were introduced,
albeit grudgingly as unemploy-
ment, budget deficits and sheer
political survival forced them to
happen.

Fortunately for Germany,
the business sector consists of
peoplewho arefar more able and
determined to effect change.
Anais Fargj, a strategist at No-
mura, put it this way some
monthsago: “ German companies
arerapidly changing and restruc-
turing and will soon closely re-
semble their cross-channel and
transatlantic counterparts.”

TheGerman

ship of Chancel-
lor Dr Angela
Merkel. Her par-
ty, because of a
very immargin
of parliamentary
seats, was forc-
ed into a coali-
tionwith the pre-

One conclusion is
readily apparent.
In good economic
periods, Continental
European stock
markets substantially

GDP looks set to
exceed 2% in
2006, and even if
thisis amediocre
performance
compared withthe
world average, in
Germantermsitis
astep in the right

vious governing | outperform the UK. direction. Even a
party. Unfortunately, relatively modet

owever, | : - .| upturnin German
inthefiddof for- | 1 pQI’IOdS of econom_lc economic growth
eign relations, = decline, the reverse is | will have a posi-
Merkel has al- true. tive impact on its
ready made afa neighbors. Hol-

vorable impres-
son. Inavery short period of time
she has mended the relationship
withthe USand hasimproved re-
lations with the UK. She shows
little enthusiasm for the former
French-German partnership of
her predecessors, once referred
to as the “Fast Track Europe
Team” that, inreality, becamean
economically moribund team.
Merkel’s approach is far
more pro-business than the pre-
vious government'’s stated abhor-
rence of the Anglo-Saxon eco-
nomic model and an economic
mix of something between social

land, whichisvery
dependent on German economic
prospects, is already showing
marked increasesin businessand
consumer confidence.

For investorswith an inter-
est in Europe, the outlook is ex-
cellent. Continental European
stock markets are small com-
pared with others.

For example, the combined
market capitalization of both
France and Germany’s stock
marketsare smaller thanthe UK,
but thisismoreasymbol of alack
of truly free markets and a lim-
ited and hobbled historical free-
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Tilleke & Gibbins

INTERNATIONAL PHUKET LD,

Plaza del Mar, Cherng Talay (hefore Laguna entrance )
Tel: 076 X118 251 1o 255 Fax: 076 318 256
Email: phuket @ tillekeandgiblins, com

enterprise ethic than for any other
reason.

However, comparing the
French and German stock mar-
kets performances with the
UK'’s, one conclusion is readily
apparent. In good economic pe-
riods, Continental European stock
markets substantially outperform
the UK. Unfortunately, in periods
of economic decline, the reverse
istrue.

For the investor looking at
Europe for part of a portfolio, |
would, as usual, recommend the
mutual fund/unit trust approach.
The biggest decision in thisarea
restsoninvesting in Europewith-
out Britain or Europe and Brit-
an.

M ost fund managers make it
perfectly obvious which
option they offer. Funds that of-
fer Europeincluding the UK will,
normally, includeasignificant per-
centage of their investment inthe
UK simply because the British
stock market is by far the largest
in Europe.

However, with Continental
Europe looking increasingly at-
tractive, | favor the Europe-with-
out-Britain approach.

| have little doubt that the
UK will have, in stock market
terms, agood 2006, but in aris-
ing market Continental Europe

By Richard Watson

does have its attractions. A re-
surgent Europe will, in global
terms, also help to counter a
slowdown that can be expected
in the US later this year. Thisis
not a prediction of a US reces-
sion, but rather a move down-
wards to economic growth of
around 3%.

Europe and many other
countries, including the US, are
likely to see above-average
merger-and-acquisition activity in
2006. Many large companies
have extremely attractive bal-
ance sheets, but are simply hold-
ing too much cash. This leaves
them with two choices: to return
the cash to shareholders or make
acquisitions.

In Europe, and in particular
in France, the reality of acquisi-
tions has not reached the politi-

e

cal level. The proposed acquisi-
tion of Arcelor S.A., a French
steel manufacturer, by India’s
Mittal Steel N.V. was recently
blocked by French politicians,
even though Arcelor has its list-
ingin Luxembourg.

French businessiswell man-
aged and competitive, but the
opposite appliesto their political
élite. The latter still believe in
some weird xenophobic concept
of French National Champions
(companies) and the “Fortress
Europe” approach. Unfortu-
nately, the ruling party in France
is the “pro-business party”; the
opposition Socialists are even
worse.

The European Central Bank
islikely to continueto slowly in-
crease interest rates currently at
2.25%, but it isunlikely to derail
economic expansion. European
companies are, on average, trad-
ing at a price/earnings PE ratio
of 13.5, which, although not bar-
gain basement, isattractive when
compared to either the US or Ja-
pan.

Richard Watson runs Global
Portfolios Co Ltd, a Phuket-
based personal financial plan-
ning service. He can be reached
at Tel and Fax: 076-381997,
Mobile: 01-081-4611. Email:
imm@l oxinfo.co.th
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Pencak Silat
martial art
coming
to Phuket

PHUKET: The 13" Pencak Silat
Martial ArtsWorld Championship
2006 will be held in Phuket on
November 18-26 at Saphan Hin.
M ore than 500 competitorsfrom
25 countries are expected to take
part.

Slatisamartia art of Indo-
Malaysian originthat ispracticed
al over the Indonesian archi-
pelago. It has several names, in-
cluding Panchak, Montjak,
Silék, but is most commonly
known as Pencak Slat.

The ancient discipline is
popular throughout Southeast
Asia, especially Malaysia, Indo-
nesia and the south of Thailand,
but did not become an organized
sportin Thailand until 1987.

It is hoped that thistourna-
ment will lead to agreater aware-
ness of the sport in Thailand and
will beinstrumental in preparing
local athletes, in particular for the
24" Southeast Asian Gamesto be
held in Thailand next year.

Thai competitors are not as
proficient as their neighbors: in
2004, Thai Pencak Slat athletes,
competing in Singapore, took
home just four bronze medals.

For more information con-
tact the Pencak Silat Association
of Thailand in Bangkok at Tel/
Fax: 02-3180940 or visit www.
thaipencaksilat.com or contact
the SportsAuthority of Thailand,
Phuket Office, Tel: 076-250110.

Moto I nzi blitzes
Chalong regatta

AO CHALONG: Roger King-
don's Moto Inz set a blistering
pace in light winds to take line
honorsby astaggering 1 hour, 18
minutes and 38 seconds in the
first race of the Ao Chalong Yacht
Club (ACY C) Keelboat and Mul-
tihull Series 2006 on March 5.

Theincrediblelead gavethe
crew enough time to enjoy adip
in the pool and a few cold beers
on Koh Lonebeforeidling across
the bay to pick up their prize.

Crossing the finish line to
win second place was Mark
Pescott on Summersalt, with Phil
Bender on Charro third.

Kevin Gillow aboard Minx
won the Racing Class, with Stuart
Crowe on Cinders second.

Inthe Cruising Class, Sfia,
with skipper of the day Raymond
Knight calling the shots, managed
to win despite the crew finding
themselves struggling to over-
come the shifting light winds
against the current. Four Winds,
finished second.

At the time of going to
press, Tony Knight of theACYC
told the Gazette that the next
ACY Craceon March 19 will be
sponsored by the Royal Phuket
Marina.

“Marina Manager Mark
Rey has offered every boat that
enters the March 19 regatta one
week’sfree berthing at the Royal
Phuket Marina, from March 26
toApril 2,” hesaid.

Fun triathlon draws 55
competitorsto Marriott

PHUKET: A total of 55 young
athletes took part in the inaugu-
ral “Kids' Triathlon” held at the
JW Marriott Phuket Resort &
Spaon February 26.

The contestants, ranging
from six to14 yearsof age, started
with a 200-meter ocean swim
followed by six-kilometer bike
ride around the Prujae San Lake
at Sirinath National Park and
ended with a 1.5-km run around
theresort to thefinish line.

There were no awards for

winning thefun event, but all the
kids got drinks and snacksto en-
joy withtheir families.

Theresort, together with the
with Tri-Ballistic Triathlon Club
(Phuket), will hold a team
triathlon event at the resort on
March 26. Applications must be
submitted by March 14.

For further information
about this event, contact Sean
Panton at Tel: 076-338000 (ext
3700) or Email: sean.panton@
marriotthotels.com
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Still plenty of energy: Part|0|pants in the kids’ triathlon celebrate
completing the event.

H"

-, e €

OUR STANDARD

faf fmﬁ &ﬁ/‘é@’& »ﬁfﬁf

Three-way tie at top of
Patong Darts L eague

PATONG: Didi’s, Amigos and Piccadilly are locked in a three-way
tiefor first place, after Didi’stook all three pointsin abeer-powered
8-1 rout of Two Black Sheep, and Piccadilly picked off tabletoppers
Amigos, 7-2, also winning the beer leg.

Lurking close behind thelead pack is Queen Mary, who trounced
Valhalla 8-1 and won the beer leg.

Whilethere have been severa reportsof 180sthisseason, Queen
Mary’s Raymond goes down as the first person in league history to
notch up two in the sameround: thefirst in the singlesand the second
inthedoubles.
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February 28 results. Queen Mary* 8 Vahalla 1; Two Black Sheep 1 Didi's* §;

J D F[IEIISH wnﬂ[i EIHSS Sf{ll]d[ll’[l SWII‘I’IITIII‘Ig Pﬂ{]ls Piccadilly* 7 Amigos 2; The Boss Bar 3 Shakers* 6; OffShore* 3 Dog's Bollocks6

(* = winner of beer leg).
Free form as  your own lmuglnullun Only 20 days construction.

Ad d h | I I{ ff d hl .S Sandings:1.= Amigos, Piccadilly, Didi's (22 points.); 4. Queen Mary (20); 5.

- 'U'I:Iﬂ[E IE{ nology...no FIIJE---I'ICI EOK...0 nLﬂ g P_IEE'E - Dog's Bollocks (18); 6. Shakers (17); 7.= Valhalla, Coyote Bar (16); 9.0ffShore

® | (14): 10= Two Black Sheep, The Boss Bar (6).
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. March 14 fixtures: Dog's Bollocks v Queen Mary; Vahallav Amigos; Didi’s v
Ann i"u'ﬂl'il]ﬁ' l:ﬂlﬂhrllllﬂll Shakers; Coyote Bar v The Boss Bar; Off Shore v Piccadilly (home teams first).
Free | A frip in o private yochi
Emjoy World Closs huxury

for 3 doys ond 7 mights

(all : 02-319-2524-B

5 harelinlthelprofitslo ffalcoingo peratedipoolfisn] e’
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Thais sweep
first round
of jet-sKi
supercup

PATONG BEACH: The Flamingo Racing Team of Thailand com-
pleted ahat-trick in thefirst round of the Asian Watercross SuperCup
2006, held at Patong Beach on March 4 and 5.

Competition between professional championswasdivided into

' three major categories: pro ski, pro sports and pro-am runabout, with
” _ - coverage broadcast on UBC's SuperSport channel.

— e — All three categories were won by the Flamingo team riders of

p—— — = - Chaowalit Kugjaroon and Theerawat L arhip, who amassed 329 points

el - e itne, to Japan’s second-placefinish with 101 points. Maaysiafinished third

Theerawat Larhip celebrates another victory for Thailand. L with 53 paints.

SuperCup 2006 will now move on to rounds in Chanthaburi,
Yasothorn and Surat Thani, leading up to thefinal in Bangkok, which
will determinewho qualifiesfor theWorld ChampionshipsintheUS
in October.

Specializing in planning, design and
supply of commercial and home
fitness equipment. Building Thailand's
sp-urlting and recreational facilitias

FOR HOME AND HOTEL ==
FOR ALL YOUR FITNESS NEEDS f-nd'r"v.
2

Best selling Cardio Machines
from the world's best brands.

LD S e €

108/74 Chalermprakiat Rd,
T. Rassada, Phuket, B3000,
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SPORTathlon Tel: 076-261966-7 Fax: 076-261968 Sports Engineering And Recreation Asia Lid, 100/430 Chaisrmprakiat Fior 8 Resd, Musng, Phuket 83000
www: sporl.co.th E-mail: phuket@sport.co.th Tet 075 355 040 Fax: 076 355 039 . i ¥
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lmmigration to rise to new heights

he one-story Phuket
City Immigration Office
will soon be demolished
to bereplaced by anew
8.5-million-baht complex. Work
on the project in Saphan Hin will
begininApril and is expected to
take about a year to complete.

Pol Col Prayut Chommalee,
Superintendent of Phuket City
Immigration Office, told the Ga-
zette that the idea for anew Im-
migration office on the seven-rai
site was first put forward by his
predecessor back in 2003. The
project has already been ap-
proved by the Department of
Public Worksand Town & Coun-
try Planning, which deemed the
old building too old andin need of
replacement.

The current officewasbuilt
in 1982 and is coming to the end
of its life. “We are continually
repairing the building’s support
structure, but it isold and the steel
[reinforcement] iscorroded. The
problems got worse after the
earthquake that caused the tsu-
nami shook thebuilding,” he said.

When completed, the new
complex will comprisetwo build-

5

BEST THAILAMD |

JEVELOPMENT /

ings that will share a first-floor
parking garage, with spacefor 20
cars, and a large second-floor

customer-service area. The
larger of the two buildings will
also have third and fourth floors,

ph: (66) (0) 1893 6602
e: sales@LavanGardens.com
w: www.LayanCGardens.com

superb lifestyle and investment opportunity! 6.5%

rental return PEr annum guara nteed for three
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onwhichwill beofficesand meet-
ing rooms, respectively. The en-
tire complex will be much larger
thanthesingle-story building it will
replace and much of the front
garden and flagpole will betaken
up by the new construction, he
said.

“When completed, thiswill
bethe only Immigration officein
the country of Sino-Portuguese
design,” Col Prayut said, adding
that Immigration wanted to pre-
serve Phuket’s unique culture.

The plans for the project
have already been drawn up and
the contractor will soon be cho-
sen by e-auction, as required for
government projects costing
more than 2 million baht, he ex-
plained.

Duringthework, foreigners
seeking Immigration serviceswill
be able to get them in a make-
shift service area in the orange-

Left: The old building, constructed in
1982, is in poor shape. Above, Pol Col
Prayut Chommalee with the plans for
the new, much larger building.

roofed building that currently
serves as a storage area. Addi-
tional customer services will be
provided outdoors, under a ca-
nopy in front of this building.
Some other officeswill bemoved
into the staff dormitory whilethe
work is underway, he added.

As for concerns that the
temporary arrangement might
affect the smooth-turning cogs of
bureaucracy, he said: “There is
nothing to worry about. It will
make no difference to how we
approve and issue documents.

“It may cause some incon-
venienceto customersinthe short
term, but in the long term our fa-
cilitieswill bemore comfortable.”

“We get an average of 400
to 500 people amonth seeking our
services. When the new building
is complete we will have up to
nine counters to serve them,” he
said.

While
building is
underway,

Immigration
operations
will move

temporarily
to this
building [
nearby. [
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by Gris Histed

The reception desk at Mangosteen, where the fish tanks ease the pain of paying the bill.

DESK THAT FISHES

FOR COMPLIMENTS

eingjust wood or

metal, with flat

surfaces, desks

are among the
most boring of furniture
items in the world, right?
Well, they don’t haveto be,
says architect Kurt Rot-
man, who says he can
proveit.

Kurt has extended
hisbelief intheinteresting
potential of the desk jock-
ey’s workplace to the ho-
tel world, where the best
example of hiswork ison
display at The Mangosteen

Resort & Spa, which he Kurt Rotman: ‘Fish bring people together.’

designed. There, hehasin-
corporated aquariums into the
resort’s reception desks.

“1 wanted to create a place
where peoplewanted to pay their
bills—andwholikesto pay abill ?’
he asked.

“But if you have nice sur-
roundings and a pleasant atmo-
sphere,” he says, then paying
what the French refer to as la
douloreuse —the sad one—is not
soterrible.

That's where fish tanks
come in. “The fish bring people
closer together naturally, so staff
can ask quietly and pleasantly,
‘Nicefish, aren’t they? Can | help
you? instead of calingit out from
across the desk,” he explains.

What Kurt considersto be
the ugly necessities of the re-

ception desk — computers and
the aquarium pumps and filters
— are hidden from view behind
panels.

“It hasall the combinations
of atechnical piece, a beautiful
desk... withlifeinit. That’swhat
| wanted to have,” he explains.

When it came to building
the desks, there was no substi-
tute for first drawing up very
clear plans of what was wanted
—and then using the best contrac-
tors available for each phase of
the work.

“John Underwood was the
contractor for the steel and the
glass. He's actually an artist. We
sat down and went through ev-
ery [detail] together,” saysKurt.
“We used another contractor for

the granite, yet ancther to
make the aguariums. My
brother organized the
pumps and filters — he's
good at that.”
Mangosteen guests
find the results make the
otherwise painful process
of paying a hotel bill go
quiteswimmingly.

For more information
about custom-made aqua-
rium furniture, contact
Kurt Rotman at Building
Insulated Construction
Co, at Tel: 01-8173776 or
Email: bicl@phuket.ksc.
co.th or visit the website

www. phuketarchitect.com
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Home of the Wek

Ithough this apartment

offers impressive

views from every

room, the best view —
of course—isfrom the front bal-
cony.

From thereyou can enjoy a
vistaof about three kilometers of
uninterrupted beach viewsinclud-
ing both Karon and K ata Beaches.
Toward the rear of the property
thereareother striking views, this
time of the hills that surround
Karon.

Central Waterfront Suites,
now something of alandmark, has
been a popular holiday destina-
tion for families and couples for
more than 12 years.

The powdery sand of Karon
Beach, whichisjust atwo-minute
walk away, is an obvious attrac-
tion.

A management service, de-
scribed as “hands on”, keeps the
70 apartments of the 21-story
block in top shape.

For saleisthis outstanding
two-bedroom, 167-square-meter
freehold apartment, one of four
on each floor.

The apartment is built in a
D shape that comprises two spa-
cious bedrooms with balconies,
two showers and toilets, awalk-
in closet for the master bedroom,
acombined dining and living area
(with balconies either side), an
open-plan kitchen and lockable
storage space.

Located on seven rai of
land, thiscomplex isjust minutes
from entertainment areas, restau-
rantsand Karon’sshopping strips,
with the Hilton Phuket Arcadia
Resort & Spa just a 10-minute
walk away and the Crowne Plaza
Situated almost next door. Theair-
port and anumber of golf courses
are to the north and Patong
Beach is just a 10-minute drive
from the apartment.

On-site amenities of this
complex include an enormous
swimming pool and shady Jacuzzi,
a pool bar, a tennis and squash
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court, library, gamesroom, locker
room and covered parking. There
isalso 24-hour security provided
by aninternational firm, al setin
tropical landscaped gardens.
Two liftsensure that guests
and residents never have to wait
too long to enjoy their apartments
after arelaxing day on the beach.
Enjoy anevening drink, with
cool seabreezesflowinginto the
apartment and watch the sun set
beyond the horizon.
Alternatively, enjoy any one
of the restaurants and bars near-
by.
Water sports feature heavi-

-"':r -'." i-.Q ; Fls J-_:' L:‘_-' i
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Tel:

For all your window" furnishi

108/107 Moo 5 Bypass Rd.

Tel: 076-262024-5

Fax: 076-262025 . |
Email: Iisland:urtalns@ynhua.:nnﬁ/"
Contact: -

zky 07-2760529, K. Kantana 07-2849301
01-8035622, K. Yaya 06-2712566

High over
the ocean

ly at Karon with beach swim-
ming, windsurfing, sailing, snor-
keling and scubadiving with many
more facilities offered for the
water enthusiast.

For those who enjoy an
early-morning or late-afternoon
stroll along the beach, the clean
seaside environment ensuresthat
at no matter what time of the day,
you can aways enjoy its seren-
ity.

The apartment is fully air-
conditioned and furniture is in-
cludedinthesae. It would make
an ideal holiday investment as
occupancies generally run at

s S

P

TrARITY

100% in the high season for
short-term guests. Or it would suit
aretired couplewho could enjoy
thevery best of Phuket'slifestyle,
without theresponsibility of main-
tainingavilla.

The freehold status also
means that you can own the
apartment —for sale at 14.5 mil-

lion baht —inyour own namewith
no company formation required.

For sale at 14.5 million baht.
For further details, please con-
tact Sephen O’Brien, Knight
Frank Phuket. Tel: 01-8255126.
Email: stephen.obrien@th.
knightfrank.com
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wth B oomn Bert

ome people have too

much time on their

ands, and | nternet com-

puter geeksare probably

the worst. These types surf the

onlinemessage boards, complain-

ing about what other sad geeks

say in responseto something that

didn’t matter in the first place.

They really have nothing to say

themselves, and whether or not

they agree with other “posters’
isnot important.

Then there is the colorful
(sic) psychobabble of the trans-
atlantic cousinsof the Brits. Take
the following example of two
people trying to communicate. |
haven't the faintest idea what
they’ resaying, and | suspect they
don't either:

“Hey, I’'min aspace where
I’dreally likeyou to relateto me
more. Do you hear what I’ m say-
ing?’

“I'm just not in a space to
handlethat right now, likel’mjust
really not into that trip, dude. But
| can see the space you' re com-
ing from.”

You get my drift.

Such peopleobvioudy have
too much time on their hands.
When | was alittle Bert, if | was
sick my parentstook meto ahos-
pital to seeadoctor. Modern Am-
erican parentstaketheir offspring
to a“ health-maintenance organi-
zation” or a“wellness center” to
consult a “health-care delivery
professiona”.

Some peopleusedtolivein
slums. Now the “economically
disadvantaged” occupy “inner-
city substandard housing”. Un-
fortunately, many of these people
are poor. They may be described
as having a “negative cash-flow
Situation”, but they are poor —it's
as simple as that. This could be
because they were “downsized”
when management wanted “re-
dundancies in the human re-
sources ared’, and many sud-
denly found they were no longer
“viable members of the work-
force”.

Psychologists have even
started labeling ugly people as
having " severe appearance defi-
cits’. Thelist goes on and on.

Anyway, rather than

Art of the
vertically
challenged

-

Any numpty can create a bonsai — just don’t expect to do it overnight.

dreaming up new ways of over-
complicating the English lan-
guage, why can't they just take
up gardening? Specifically a
branch of gardening that requires
along period of time.

If they did, then they would
soon twig that bonsai isan art for
people who are not in any rush,
and who want something to fill
their day. Those expecting instant

results will be severely disap-
pointed.

You may have visited a
nursery or garden center and
seen tiny trees growing in shal-
low containers. These miniatures
have all the characteristics of
larger, mature trees, but they
never seem to grow.

They have been created by
a specialized horticulture tech-

Mublle +56 (0}1 892?406

=0 |

ted On Mew Kata Bypass Road

nique called bonsai. I’'m guess-
ing here, but it's probably the
sameword in Thai. Bonsai ises-
sentially two Japanese words
meaning “pot” and “to plant”. It
is an art form that comes from
an ancient culturethat originated
in China and was later pinched
by the Japanese — though no
doubt the Japanese would argue
against thisversion of itshistory.

Today, techniques have
been developed so any numpty
can create a bonsai. Plants for
bonsai can be collected from the
wild, or propagated from seeds,
cuttings or grafting, “borrowed”
from aneighbor’sgarden, or just
bought from the nearest garden
center.

When you arelooking for a
suitableplant, pick onethat’swell-
rooted and well-branched — en-
surethat it has plenty of each, in
other words.

All parts of the bonsai
should be in proportion with the
size of thetree, so choose aplant
with small leaves or needles. If
you use a large-leafed plant, it
may later look weird and unbal-
anced. Plants suitable for bonsai
include: casuarina, cedar, bald
cypress, elm, pyracantha, citrus,
hibiscus, jacaranda, orchid tree
and royal poinciana.

What about looks, then?
Totally up to you, but think about
the tree’s natural form before
deciding on bonsai shape. The
most common styles are upright,
slanted and cascading. The first
two are fairly obvious, but “cas-
cading” basically means clumps
of foliage here and there. After
you figure out the normal form
of thetree, pick the styleyou feel
will suitit best.

The basic procedures for
creating a bonsai are pruning,
pinching, wiring, potting and
repotting. After selecting your
plant, you start shoot- and root-
pruning. By pruning you can
shapetheplant, contral itsgrowth,
and removeany foliageyou don’t
want. In most cases, thetree will
need only one heavy pruning in
order to develop its shape.

After pruning, pinch back
new growth to maintain the shap-
ing process. The bottom line is

-—.*

cxze/? BOOLVILLA

Each unit comprises |
¥ bedrooms, 5 bathrooms, lveng room, reception room, dineng roam,
kitchen, maid’s room, storage room, 2 parking spaces with storage

4 % 10m swimming pool includes 5 PUmp focm

facilities.

www.phuket-goldenplac

that you want to prune the shoots
to create the gnarled appearance
of afull-sized tree.

The root system should be
pruned gradually, which reduces
it over a period of years. Prune
the roots at the same time that
you prune the shoots so that the
bonsai does not become root-
bound. The surface roots should
be left intact.

Wiring comesnext. Itisthis
process, together with bending of
the branches, that makes bonsai
unique. Wiring is done after the
tree has been pruned to its es-
sential branches. Copper wireis
flexibleandideal for thisjob.

Start by wrapping wire
around the lower partsof thetree
and work upwards. After most of
the tree has been wrapped, shape
the plant by hand, gradually bend-
ing the trunk and main branches
into the position you want. Re-
member to remove or loosen the
wires later to avoid the bark be-
coming constricted and the for-
mation of ridges.

Phuket haslight and heat in
abundance, so you can even grow
your bonsai indoors—aslong as
youavoidairconditioning unitsand
it is placed near awindow. Bon-
sai require the same care you
would give any other pot plant.
Water it when the soil surface
feels dry, but avoid making the
soil soggy.

Although creating and
maintaining abonsai is not easy,
thefeeling of having made aliv-
ing piece of art makes all the ef-
fort worthwhile.

Thesethingscantakealife-
timetofinish, soif you'reinarush,
you may want to grow something
e seinstead. You could, of course,
try an “alternative leisure re-
sourceactivity” if youfind your-
self ina“time-disadvantaged po-
sition”. But if you do that, you
could also find yourself barking
up the wrong tree.

Want to know more
about a plant
in your garden?

Email Bloomin’ Bert at:
bloominbert@hotmail.com
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For Sale

NEW HOUSE
IN PATONG

Brand-new, deluxe house,
with a swimming pool, ona
Patong hillside, on Soi
Maneesi. 2 floors, modern
Thai-style architecture,
completely furnished,
ready to live in. Ground
floor: big living room, West-
ern-style kitchen and dining
room; guest toilet. Second
floor: big master bedroom
and bath with Jacuzzi, 2
bedrooms and a separate
bathroom. Each room has
an air conditioner and a bal-
cony. Living area: 200sgm;
freehold land 150sgm.
Price: 8.5 million baht.
(US$210,000). Please con-
tact K. Peter at Tel: O1-
8928526 or visit our
website at: www.phuket-
besthomes.com

COURTHOUSE HOMES

#"'.'ﬁ.
of _.-,‘:

2 detached bungalows at
Loch Palm, setin a safe, se-
cure complex with swim-
ming pool, terraces and gar-
dens. Prices 5.9 to 7.5 mil-
lion baht. Tel: 076-345081,
01-9241447. Email: mail@
villa.co.th

LAND IN
CHERNG TALAY

3 rai with Chanote title near
Laguna Phuket. Prefer sale
of whole 3 rai but may con-
sider division. 3.5 million
baht ono per rai. Please con-
tact for more information.

RAWAI
SHOPHOUSES

—

2 new, connected shop-
houses in Rawai, on Wiset
Rd are for sale. Ground
floor: sales office, staff
room, kitchen, dining room
and toilet. Second floor:
master bedroom with sepa-
rate bath and 2 separate
bedrooms with connecting
bath. Third floor: living room
and en-suite bedroom. Liv-
ing area 200sgm, freehold
land: 100sgm. Price 4.5
million baht. (US$113.000).
Please contact K. Peter for
more information at Tel: 01-
8928526 or visit our
website at: www. phuket-
besthomes.com

BEACHFRONT LAND

FROFERTY FHUKET

mreve. B n-propar fy-phubket.com

63 rai, 300m beachfront
land in Chalong. Price 185
million baht. Please call for
more information. Tel: 01-
8916143.

NAI YANG - PHUKET

Small development of 5
houses. Display home now
open. 3 bedrooms, 2 bath-
rooms, large living + dining
room, European kitchen,
laundry, all-round veranda,
boundary wall, electric gate,
carport, landscaped garden.
Living area 153sgm, land
532-740sgm. First house for
sale at 7.5 million baht. Tel:
076-328424, 01-895-
3481. Email: golddigger
phuket@hotmail.com

NEW VILLA FOR SALE

FROFERTY FHUKET

Ve FeR-propurfy-phubkei.com

240sgm living space, pool,
3 bedrooms. Absolute pri-
vacy. Price 9.9 million baht.
Please call for more details.
Tel: 07-8896074.

CHALONG 5 RAI

PFPROPERTY PHUKET

Ve FeR-propurfy-phubkei.com

Seaview land for sale. 3.5
million baht per rai. Please
call for more details. Tel: 01-
8916143.

LAND FOR SALE
2.5 rai at Loch Palm, good lo-
cation and view. Tel: 06-279-
0837,01-7196998.

SEAVIEW HOUSE

in Rawai. 4 bedrooms, 4 bath-
rooms, pool, sala. 7.9 million
baht. Tel: 01-894-1660. Email:
cottrell@loxinfo.co.th For
details, please see our website
at: www.homesinphuket.
com/saliga.htm

LAND IN PATONG

Stunning sea view. More than
1,000sgm. Private road. 4.4
million baht. Tel: 076-296-

NEW VILLA FOR SALE

FROFERTY FHUKET

Ve FeR-propurfy-phubkei.com

4 bedrooms, office building,
total 350sgm living space.
Ready to move in. Price
15.9 million baht. Tel: 01-
8916143.

KAMALA: SALE/RENT
2-story house with 3 bed-
rooms and 3 bathrooms, air
conditioning, a pool, walled-in
garage, and a garden. Asking

www.knightfrankphuket.com

Laguna Townhome Phase 1

‘e sold this property within

af it appeanng in
the Phuket Gazette The capital appreciations being
achiyed in thia Laguna densalopmeant in our Gpinion

will corfra thedr shamp cimb, 88 oo 'will mnkal
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Laguna “Chaba™ Villa
WWithin tha same day of he purchaser irepecting this
propeny |rr'El'ﬁgEd = P:r‘igl‘t Frank) wea sakd .
Located in Phase 1, a highly soughl-aSer avea for
rentals and sales, the oamers had

a.m:l.andinE capital gain, negotiabed on thesr behalf
rank Phiket

by Knvght

Laguna Townhome Phase 1
The firal Laguna Toswnhoma in Phese 1 afened for
reraaba and the inleresl was sulslanding. The property
wias quickly fansacied and e new oaners kave
eniered the townhome in the Sheraton Rental Frogram,
whensby fhey achieve sxceptional rental retums along
with fesiyle Lsage and Laguna benefils

If you are looking for a rental or resale pur-.'-_?:
We are the most experienced property broker de

Phichsi
JkTa ALR 151
nfodiinighifrank phukei.com

achieved an

BEACH APARTMENTS

Spacious, modern, 2-bed-
room apartments, some
with a sea view, a 2-minute
walk to the beach, gardens,
pools, clubhouse, gym,
sauna. Prices start from 8.5
million baht. On-site sales
office. Tel: 06-2806624.
See our website at: www.
bangtaobeachgardens.
com

PATONG CONDO
Studio 47/65 3" floor, the last,

lang-lemn basis

caling wir

Sapphen (FBrien
% (0] 1 BIS 5126

siephen.obreieni® th. knighifrank.com

KATA LAND PLOTS
900m to the beach. Priced
from 1.3 million baht. Tel: 07-
8852969. Email: junekata@
hotmail.com

LAND IN RAWAI

1, 2,4, 9rai. 4.5 million baht per
rai. Tel: 04-8374429. Email:
sales@chokechaiproperty.
com

KATA SEA VIEW

2 rai with a beautiful sea view
and 9 bungalows at Kata.
Ready for business. 15 million

Laguna Townhome Phese 1
Within Rours of this townhoma setiling, we recansad
an offer for long-berm rental, giving the new cwners
an imrnediale rental return on their invesirment.

Laguna "Banburi” Willa
Cir restructions an this sale wana orystal claar,
Tonng ma the bast offar Indesd, that's just what 'we
il — and nok just ore offer, bal 2 6 The same lima
Wi confinue 1o recaie slrang inguines for 2-shar
rasidenie for both ranlal and sales, and l:rarud
thesn wery quickly after Fsting.

Laguna Residences Phasa 1
Crear tha past 12 months, Kright Frank Prakel haee
achieved outstanding rental refurms on behalf of

Laguna ownes. We presently heve new lownhomes
and residences awailable for rent on eitter a shorl ar

riy in Laguna, then wmalk .

Lapuna res

RAWAI: HOUSE FOR SALE
guesthouse. Distinctive 2-
story house plus large, Thai-
style guesthouse on a half-rai,
with walled, tropical gardens.
Private pool, woodland views.
Chanote title. 12 million baht.
Tel: 07-2730141.

HOUSE FOR SALE

in Phuket City. 2 stories, 91 sq
wah, 5 bedrooms, fully fur-
nished. Tel: 01-8928740.

LAND FOR SALE
Half a rai, 5 mins from Rawai

baht. Tel: 01-6937786, 09-
4721969.

Beach, quiet area. Tel: 09-
4729870, 01-3961694.

555, 07-8893838, 09-291-
1112. Email: lovephuket@

35,000 baht per month or will
sell for 6.2 million baht. Call af-

for sale. Title in foreigner’s
name. Asking 850,000 baht.

Tel: 01-8925478. Email:
euansandy @tiscali.co.uk

hotmail.com ter 5pm. Tel: 03-1753996.  Tel: 01-5367985.
All classifieds
This fis mished house offers ona of =
AHDHEW PARK a views available in Pabong. n thESE pages are
= S caled within a privabe ama on
Property Agents 8 Consultants Patong Hill and is absolutaly unigue
House and Land ‘
Sale and Rentals Priced at only 14 million baht, this is &
rver 10 years ol greal horms (o by, , \ .'
experience in Thailand 1
We can answer all your
questions. r rance that
o —— = ¥You ‘assu a ':.E a
tﬁi;!gmnlﬁ] : : whatever’s advertised here
al, Enghs hie beautiul detached |lwoery vills = ¥ '
ul.slgz_q 633 well dessgned, and built for & westemn 15 SETI-IH.IS'}" for sale,
erman, English, Spanish teste. It comes with & big pood, high- -
E:fl = El‘ﬁﬁ ! quality furmiture, 3 bedrooms & 2 LEE'E tte Clﬂﬁﬂads & '"lE:t’ Wﬂrk!
il us at: e trephka@andrewpark.cam balcondes. At only 17.2 million baht you :
“nr:‘::iltmwr mm will not find a batter homs, Call mow! ~..hecause th cy re real.
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Properties for Sale

Bala I Millsarn |

Bohi &.% = 1.7 Milllon

OFFICE SPACE
FOR RENT

Serviced office centre

Receptionist provided

Excellent condition

PRIME BEACHFRONT
AT A LOW PRICE

-..- - ",
£ v
+ rofiogtl o igha |

27 rai of truly prime beach-
frontland on an island with
hornbills and a unique natu-
ral habitat. Suitable for eco-
friendly estate or resort.
Joint venture considered.
Price: 42 million baht. Email:
dsandler@inet.co.th

SEAVIEW APARTMENT

for sale in Sai Rougn, Patong
residence, 85sqm, 2 bed-
rooms, 2 bathrooms, 1
kitchen, 1 terrace about
25sgm and a swimmimg
pool. Asking 5 million baht.
Tel: 04-8505413. Email:
myprojob@hotmail.fr

3.5 MILLION BAHT
KATA SEAVIEW

Rt A o PR e
Perfect for high-end devel-
opment, 13.5 rai of pan-
oramic seaview and hillside
land for 3.5 million baht per
rai. Chanote titled and priced
for immediate sale. Serious
enquiries only. Tel: 076-
282864, 04-8501340.
Email: southseasurf@gmail.
com

DETACHED HOUSE

One-story, 3-bedroom house,
with 2 bathrooms, on a land
area of 345sgm. In Land &
Houses Park. Selling price: 3.3
million baht.Tel: 09-7292313.

HOUSE & LAND

for sale. House and land for
sale just 2 minutes from beau-
tiful Nai Thon Beach. Priceis a
negotiable 3.2 million baht. Call
owner for details. Tel: 07-
2811995.

SEA VIEW, RAWAI

2 rai in Nai Harn/Rawai. Ask-
ing 6 million baht per rai. Many
small plots available. Tel: 07-
8938747.

KATA SEA VIEW
Asking 3.3 million baht for the
most beautiful land in Kata: a
6-rai plot, woth Chanote title.
Please call for more info.Tel:
07-8938747.

IMMACULATELY
PRESENTED
APARTMENT

with stunning decoration
and design throughout.
Bright, airy atmosphere, set
in tropical garden surround-
ings, only one minute to La-
guna Beach. Located in safe,
secure private compound.
Convenient road access.
Price 16 million baht. Please
call for more info. Tel: 076-
354016 0or 01-8923633.

1.8 MILLION BAHT
CHALONG SEAVIEW

20 rai of Chanote-titled
seaview land. Superb loca-
tion and priced for immedi-
ate sale @ 1.8 million baht
per rai. Serious inquiries
only. Please contact. Tel:
076-282864, 04-850-
1340. Email: southseasurf
@gmail.com

KAMALA VILLAS

2 Thai-style villas with 3
bedrooms and two bath-
rooms. Ground level has
marble flooring, the upper
level has hardwood flooring.
Swimming pool & Jacuzzi.
Price: 8.2 million baht. Tel:

07-8948379. Email:
info@malee-baan-thai.com
Please see our website at
www.malee-baan-thai.com

3 NGAN IN CHALONG
2.5 million baht, with Chanote
title, near main road, good lo-
cation. Tel: 01-56376866.

BEACHFRONT LAND
on Koh Yao Yai. 16 rai, with
white sand and very beautiful
water. Tel: 09-6525664.

RAWAI, SMALL PLOT
500sgm, a short walk to
Rawai beach. Nice location.
Tel: 01-5376866.

RAWAI SEA VIEW
Good for developer. Has
Chanote title, road and elec-
tricity supply. 4.5 rai. Tel: 09-
6525664

SALE OR RENT

4 bungalows, 1 restaurant at
Bang Tao Beach. Tel: 01-894-
6686.

Super cheap land near Kamala Beach for just $675,000

This gem, a 16m x 10m plot of level land is big enough for one nice-
sized house - your best chance to snap up a slice of paradise!

Has a waler well, nearby alecricity and phone hookups, easy road access, and
an extra six meters of road frontage. Within walking distance to the powdery,
white sand of Kamala Beach on Phuket's prestigious west coast, the property is
kess than 100m from award-winning restaurants and only a ten-minuie drive o
Patang, with its amazing nightlife, shopping and an endless supply of fun, sun,
and sand; and a 25-minute drive to the airport.

Demand for Kamala ara land 1s axtremaly high and small, buildabla plots are
scarce. Prices are skyrocketing due to a new and improved infrastructure. The
latest projections are for explosive and conbnuous growth, With land prces
potentially doubfing again in the next two or three years, it's no wonder multi-
million-doflar homes are already popping up hare.

But this choice plof along Bang Waan Rd is now available by the cwner fior quick
sale at 675,000 baht — kess than $17,000 — not 1o be missed!

The neighborhood s a popular, peaceful, and safe farang enclave, while the
property ilself is situated in a natural selting with unspoiled surroundings and
expansive fropical rainforest views.

Take advantage of this extraordinary investment apportunity to own a rare parced
of land at a cost below market value, Build your dream house, build to resell, or
build for high rental income ratums

» Call today Tel: 01-8162066 or email: coneybeezo@aol.com
First come, first served!

NEW HOUSES
IN PATONG

3 new connected deluxe
houses on Patong hillside,
Soi Thamdee, for sale.
Ground floor: Garage and
separate one-room apart-
ment with toilet. Second
floor: 2 bedrooms and bath,
balcony. Third floor: living
room with balcony, built-in
kitchen and dining room, toi-
let. Fourth floor: big roof gar-
den with Jacuzzi. Usable
area: 200sgm; freehold
land: 100sgm. Price: 6.2
million baht. (US$155,000).
Please contact K. Peter. Tel:
01-8928526. For details
please see our website at:
www.phuket-besthomes.
com

ECO-COOL

Thai home. Award-winning 3-
bedroom, 3-bathroom, en-
ergy-efficient home in Rawai.
Learn how to beat the tropical
heat without air conditioning.
Has a modern, open air-de-
sign. Many designer features,
400sgm pond/pool. Price: 9.5
million baht. Please call for
more information. Tel: 07-
8987062 (Gary), 01-077-
5042 (Wanida).

SEAVIEW LAND

for sale. 1-story house, with a
perfect sea view, on a half rai
(800sgm), selling for 3.5 mil-
lion baht, or 1 rai for 8 million
baht. Located in Rawai.
Please call for more informa-
tion. Tel: 09-7291391.

CHALONG/RAWAI
VILLAS FOR SALE!

2 MILLION BAHT

RN

House &Villa

Sales PHuker
Fully furnished Thai-style
villa with indoor swimming
pool and gardens leading to
own sandy beach! Asking
23 million baht. A large,
lovely new villa in half a rai
of landscaped gardens with
swimming pool for 11.5
million baht. Spacious new
family home set in lovely
gardens with terraces and
swimming pool. Price: 14
million baht. New detached
bungalow fully enclosed
with lovely kitchen, terraces
and swimming pool, gar-
dens, etc. Plus much, much
more! Asking 8.9 million
baht. Tel: 076-345081, 01-
9241447. Email: mail@
villa.co.th

SUPERIOR HOUSE,
modest price. 3-bedroom, 3-
bathroom house for sale in
Kathu. Large living room,
kitchen/dining room. Situated
in a small development, still un-
der construction so allows for
personalisation. Price: 4.25
million baht. Please contact
for more information. Tel: 04-
8439579. Fax: 076-323421.
Email: somlerdee@yahoo.
com

LAND NEAR KHAO LAK
22 rai of beautiful land in Tab
Lamu, near Khao Lak and Tab
Lamu Golf Course. For sale at
400,000 baht/rai. Please email
for more information. Email:
info@swethai-realestate.com

MAI KHAO SEAVIEW

- E  y
[ Pt

25 rai available in this rapidly
appreciating area @ 2 million
baht per rai. Amazingly posi-
tioned, close to the stunning
10+ kilometer beach of Mai
Khao. The famed Blue Can-
yon Golf Club is only 5 min-
utes away and the interna-
tional airport only a 10-
minute drive away. With
views of both the Andaman
sea and Phang Nga Bay, this
is perfect for the discerning
developer of high-end proper-
ties. Serious inquiries only.
Tel: 076-282864, 04-850-
1340. Email: southseasurf
@gmail.com

KATA SEAVIEW
development. 9 houses on 2
rai of land overlooking Kata
Beach. A great investment.
Price: 17 million baht. An ad-
ditional 5 rai also for sale at
5.5 million baht per rai.Tel:
076-280447,01-0808557.
Fax: 076-280447. Email:
admin@no 1phukethomes.
com

PATONG HOUSE:

7.9 million baht. 4 bedrooms,
3 baths, Thai roof, 2 stories.
Email for photo. Email:
ek _phuket@hotmail.com

PATONG SEA VIEW

A small plot of 75 square wah,
nice for a house. Has road,
electricity supply and Chanote
title. Tel: 06-2670898.
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2 LUXURY VILLA

> ’ =
2 detached & elevated
luxury villas opposite a na-
tional park in Kathu. Just
minutes to everything. 10m
x bm pool. 3 bedrooms, stun-
ning views & 60% complete
(ready end of July).Price:
9.5 million baht. Please con-
tact. Tel: 076-296072, 01-
7196088. Email: info@
gardenislandphuket.com
Please see our website at:
www.gardenislandphuket.
com

SEAVIEW LAND

Urgent sale. 20 rai of stunning
seaview land in Chalong, over-
looking Phang Nga Bay.
Chanote title, priced under
market value for fast sale at
36 million baht. Please con-
tact for more information. Tel:
076-282864, 04-8501340.
Email: sean@sean10.
wanadoo.co.uk

HOUSE FOR SALE

in Patong. 2 stories with 5
bedrooms, fully furnished.
Please contact for more de-
tails. Tel: 01-9563061. Email:
sohail_carpet@yahoo.com

KATA BEST LOCATION
Best price. 2 stories, near
beach. Please call for further
information. Tel: 076-284065,
06-5958512, 01-9704638.

FREEHOLD
APARTMENT

Phuket Palace Condo-
minium, 300m from beach.
Fully furnished, 1 or 2 bed-
rooms, 1 or 2 bathrooms,
plus kitchen, living room.
120sgm. Asking 5.9 million
baht. Tel: 09-8719739.

KATA YAI SEAVIEW

land. 13 rai of Chanote-titled,
hillside land looking north over
Kata Bay. Priced under market
value@56 million baht, forim-
mediate sale. Tel: 076-282-
864, 04-850134. Email: sean
@sean10.wanadoo.co.uk

KATA BEACH
shophouse. 46/2 Ket Kwan
Rd. 4 million baht. Tel: 076-
330889. Email: dr_cracknell@
hotmail.com

KHAO PILAI

beachfront. 26 rai. Nice plot
with coconut trees. Price: 4
million baht per rai. Email for
photos. Email: ek_phuket@
hotmail.com

NEW POOL VILLA

in Land & Houses Park. 4 bed-
rooms, 3 bathrooms. Price:
6.2 million baht. Please con-
tact for more details. Tel: 07-
8852969. Email: junekata@
hotmail.com

LAST PARADISE
HOT PROPERTY

R

For sale at 7.4 million baht.
Location: Chalong, Phuket,
on Soi Nakok at the three-
way intersection to the
weather station; 5 minutes
to Phuket City, Central Fes-
tival, Big C and Rawai. Two
Chanote deed titles (for 2 x
1-rai plots). Two 3-bedroom
registered houses (290sgm,
55sgm), with terracotta
floors, 3 bathrooms, 2 toi-
lets, a kitchen, two living
rooms, plus an extra hall
(50sgm, 300sgm), and a
carpark. The land is hilly
with a natural waterfall in
rainy season and a garden
with fruit trees. The first
floor has a 25sgm balcony
with a sea view over
Chalong Bay and Chalong
Temple. Private sale, no
commission. Please call
Tel: 01-9796011 (Stefan),
or contact 53/10, 53/12,
Moo 5, T. Chalong, A.
Muang, Phuket.

URGENT SALE,
4-bedroom house. Fully fur-
nished, brand new, 4-bed-
room, 3-bathroom house for
urgent sale by owner. Has a
landscaped garden, 600sgm
of land area, 2 telephone lines,
located in Chalong area. Price:
12 million baht. Please call or
email for more details. Photos
are available upon request.
Tel: 06-6823672. Email:
pomme@resorthotel.net

BRAND-NEW
3-bedroom, 4.1 million baht.
Brand new, unfumished home
for sale by the owner. In Land
& Houses Park, new Pari-
charthome. Total area: 96 sq
wah. Single story, spacious
garden, 3bedrooms + 2 bath-
rooms, 3 LG aircons, cable
TV, phone, entire electricity
system upgraded. Price: 4.1
million baht.Tel: 01-4167711.
Email: faa@loxinfo.co.th

LAND FOR SALE
Central Phuket City location,
just off Choa Fa Rd. 400,000
baht. Please contact me for
more details. Tel: 07-896-
8436. Email: arunleklai@
hotmail.com

AO CHALONG SEA VIEW
19 rai with sea view, lake
view and hill view. Chanote
title. Asking 32 million baht.
Tel: 06-9520772. Email:
kamala@phuket.ksc.co.th

BEACHFRONT LAND
5.5 rai of beachfront land. A
deal for a hotel or resort, arare
opportunity. Price on request.
Tel: 07-8948379. Please see
our website at: www.malee-
baan-thai.com

HOUSE
IN PHUKET CITY

184sgm, 2 bedrooms, bath-
room, kitchen, storeroom,
large living area, 2 air condi-
tioners, and a well supplying
water for all seasons. 5 min-
utes to Lotus, 25 minutes to
airport. Contact for more
info. Asking 2.7 million baht.
Tel: 06-6861119. Email:
thaisproducts@hotmail.
com

HOUSE FOR SALE

Phuket Villa 5, 90sgm, 3
bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, a
large living area and kitchen,
3 air conditoners, built-in
wardrobe, 5-piece rattan
lounge suite and a phone
line. Only 5 minutes to Cen-
tral Phuket Festival and only
15 minutes to Rawai. For
sale by owner. Asking 4 mil-
lion baht (negotiable). No
agents! Tel: 04-1868531,
01-5988725. Email:
s_oranut@hotmail.com

BANPRANGTHONG
Estate. Exclusive — price re-
duced! 4 bedrooms, 4 bath-
rooms, Jacuzzi, custom built!
Offers considered. Tel: 01-
7195565.

SEAVIEW LAND

for sale. 2-rai seaview and la-
goon view, in Nakok, Chalong.
4 million baht per rai. Please
call for more details. Tel: 01-
6937786.

SEAVIEW LAND

in Nai Harn. 640sgm, pan-
oramic views out to Phi Phi.
3.2 million baht. Tel: 01-894-
1660. Email: cottrel@loxinfo.
co.th

Properties
For Rent

HOUSE + BIG GARDEN

2 bedrooms with air condi-
tioners, hot showver. Located
in a quiet area at Palai Green,
Chalong. Tel: 01-8924311.

9 RAI

Plot with a nice view — good
for aresort, spa, etc — next to
Pae Ma Nam, for long-term
rent. Close to hospital, about
1.5km from Big C, Tesco-Lo-
tus, and Central Festival.
Please call for more info. Tel:
01-8675084.

VILLA FOR RENT

FROFERTY PHUKET

Frave. sen-propurfy-phubkei.com

275sgmliving space, 3 bed-
rooms, 10m pool, 1,200
sgm of land. Fully furnished,
Nai Harn. 70,000 baht per
month. Please call for de-
tails. Tel: 07-8896074.

HOUSE FOR
LONG-TERM RENT

Beachfront house, fully fur-
nished. 3 bedrooms, 3 bath-
rooms with hot shower,
kitchen, 3 air conditioners,
UBC, 2 phone lines, a big,
fenced-in garden. Located 2
minutes from Chalong Circle
ina very quietarea. Tel: 01-
8931121.

BIG SHOPHOUSE
located in Soi Patong Resort,
off Soi Bangla, the commercial
hub of Patong Beach. Nearly
170 square meters on two
open floors. Not suitable, as it
is, for residential use. Please
contact for further details. Tel:
076-340290. Email:
paciugo89@yahoo.com

NEW HOUSE, CHALONG
Brand new 2-bedroom town-
house to Western standards,
near Chalong Circle. Has 2
bathrooms, air conditioning,
telephone line, carport, hot
water, etc. Tel: 076-280-
466.

PA KHLOK PACKAGE
Deal includes fully-furnished
house with 3bedrooms, 2 bath-
rooms, dining area, sofa, 3 air-
con units, and kitchen, as well
as car and motorbike. Secure
parking. 5 minutes from Hero-
ines’ Monument. Tel: 07-
2760529,

BEACHFRONT CONDO
Kalim, Patong. Pool, kitchen,
2 bedrooms, many facilities,
short- or long-term. High stan-
dard. Please call for more de-
tails. Tel: 01-8920038.

RAWAI HOUSES

for rent. Twin, 2-story, fully
furnished houses, all brand
new, for 6,000 baht per
month and 7,000 baht per
month, with parking. Tel: 06-
6865567.

LAGUNA RENTAL

Resort design, furnished, with
3 bedroomes, air conditioning,
pool, spa and garden on Orai.
Asking 40,000 baht per
month. Please call for more
info. Tel: 09-5944067.

FULL SEA VIEW

L}

e

] o
Seeing is believing the view
from this newly-decorated
2-bedroom, 2-bathroom
house with air conditioniong,
ADSL, UBC, pool, phone
and big- screen TV. Long-
term let. Can also be a 3-
bed, 3-bathroom house.
65,000 baht per month.
Tel: 076-292279, 07-882-
1963. Email: benlee53@
hotmail.com

FAMILY FRIENDLY
APARTMENTS

PHUKET VACATION
AFARTHEMNTS.COM

Located a couple of minutes
walk from Surin Beach and
Bang Tao Beach. These 2-
bedroom, 2-bathroom, fully
fumished, 100-sgm (1,076~
square-foot) apartments,
sleep 4-6 people. They are
brand-new, with free high-
speed Internet access, a
brilliant kitchen, daily maid
service and much more.
The building includes a huge
50m-long (164-ft) swim-
ming pool, the bestgym on
Phuket, a sauna, spa, a
beautiful view, an Internet
cafe, restaurant, bar and
reception area. Available for
short-term or long-term
stays. Please contact for
more information.

Tel: 81-3-37103946.
Email: bookings@
phuketvacationapartments.
comor see website: Wwww.
phuketvacationapartments.

HOUSE + BIG GARDEN

Fully furnished, 2 air-condi-
tioned bedrooms. Located at
Palai Green, Chalong Bay.
11,000 baht per month. Tel:
01-8924311.

KAMALA BEACH
Large, furnished, luxury 2-
bedroom apartment, with 2
bathrooms, UBC and air con-
ditioning. 25,000 baht per
month. Please call for more
info. Tel: 05-7834065.

KARON HZO FRONT

Luxurious condo, 1 bedroom
50m. from beach, 270-degree
sea view. All brand-new
Western appliances. Long-
term rental only. Please con-
tact for more info. Email:
wawrx999@yahoo.com
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Phuket Private Home, a spe-
cial style for the discriminating
renter. 1 bedroom. Long lease
preferable. Average 15,000
baht per month. Chalong
Area. Tel: 01-4926883.
www.unclechaihome.com

COMMERCIAL SPACE
CHALONG

Asking 8,000 baht per
month. Situated on the main
level of a new apartment
building, on Soi Yodsane 1.
Please contact for further
info. Tel: 01-8938592, 06-
2826221. Email: saneroad
@yahoo.com

RAWAI CONDO

for lease. Has b- to 10-year
lease. Asking 150,000 baht.
Please contact for info. Tel:
06-6865567. Email: chotip 5
@hotmail.com

RAWAI HOUSE

for lease. Has 5- to 10-year
lease. Asking 250,000 baht.
Please contact for more infor-
mation. Tel: 06-6865567.
Email: chotip 5@hotmail.com

APARTMENT

with seaview. Condo for long-
term rent in Rawai. Asking
8,000 baht per month. Please
contact for more information.
Tel: 04-8505413. Email:
myprojob@hotmail.fr

NEW 2-BED HOUSE
Unfumished house, big garage,
quiet area, IMuang Tong Soi 1,
3km to town, 2km to beach.
5,000 baht per month. Please
call for more info. Tel: 05-
8855415.

RAWAI CONDO

for rent. Empty or fully fur-
nished, air conditioned. 3,500
baht per month and 4,000
baht per month. Please call for
more details. Tel: 06-686-
5567.

FUENG FAH CONDO

Fully furnished room for rent
in a quiet area, near Dao
Rung School. With an air
conditioner, bed, dresser,
fridge, washing machine and
hot water. 5 minutes from
Phuket City. Only long term-
rent. Asking 7,500 baht per
month. Please contact the
owner. Tel: 04-0586086.
Email: tabbychiro26@
hotmail.com

SHOPHOUSE
IN GOLDENVILLA

New 4-story shophouse
with a lot of extras avail-
able for long-term rent di-
rectly from owner. Suit-
able for any kind of busi-
ness. 19,000 bahta month.
Also willing to sell at 2.7
million baht. Please call K.
Sonchet at Tel: 01-813-
1390 for details in Thai, or
contact K. Orasa by email
at: orasahomkhajorn@
hotmail.com

BOAT LAGOON
2-year-old, 3-story waterfront
townhouse for long-term rent
(minimum of 12 months). 3
double en-suite bedrooms.
Four bathrooms. Large lounge.
Kitchen/dining room. Rooftop
sala and Jacuzzi. Carport.
ADSL. UBC. Purified drinking
water. Fully furnished.
60,000 baht per month, in-
cluding management fee. Tel:
076-2373515, 07-2789908.
Fax: 076-273516. Email:
ftwth@phuket.ksc.co.th

BEACH RD PATONG
New 1-bedroom, beautiful, all-
new modern apartment. Long
term. Low season price:
20,000 baht per month. Tel:
09-4887875. Email: deherder
@hotmail.com

HOUSE FOR RENT
Kathu. New, furnished, 3-bed-
room, 3-bathroom house ona
hillside, in a quiet area just 10
minutes from Patong Beach.
Please contact for more infor-
mation at Tel: 07-267-
4342. Email: agentsmith@ji-
net.com

~
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Looking for land to buy?
See more classified ads at
www.phuketgazette.net/classifieds
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Property Wanted

arden Island Co., Lid

Py s L i e

Phuket's Premier Real Estate
& Insurance Consultancy

We offer professional real estale and insurance
advice to those looking for property or & business in
Phuket. All enquines, large or small, are welcome.
Plaaze contact: 076-296072, 01-7196088,
Do-5488703
Our office is situated at: 38/56 Nanai Road,
Patong, Kathu, Phuket
Email: infoi@gardenislandphuket.com
wiww.gardenislandphuket.com
Do you have adequate insurance?
Because we have Phuket covered.

BEACHFRONT LAND

5.5 rai of beachfrontland. A
deal for a hotel or resort, a
rare opportunity. Price on
request. Tel: 07-8948379.
Please see our website at:
www.malee-baan-thai.com

LAND WANTED

I'm ready to buy small plots of
land in Chalong, Rawai or Nai
Harmn for up to 1 million baht for
land only, or 2-4 million baht for
land with a house. I'm not an
agent. Tel: 01-7930862 (En-
glish) or 06-8928108 (Thai).

RENTAL VILLA

or apartment wanted in Phuket
City, Rawai, Karon or Kata. A
good, 2-bedroom place, in a
quiet location with parking, a
telephone line, kitchen and ter-
race, for about 15,000 baht per
month for an apartment or
30,000 baht per month for a
villa. By contract, willing to pay
2 months rent in advance and
pay monthly in cash. Tel: O1-
3610358. Please send a photo
to andre.lopez.j@wanadoo.fr

WANTED

Nice 3-bedroom housein good,
quality area, required by re-
sponsible and careful expat.
Need for a minimum of six
months, permanent if suitable.
Must be furnished, preferably
with pool and close to Royal
Phuket Marina. Tel: 01-968-
1927.

Accommodation Available

Lake-view apartments in
Kathu. Fully furnished with
aircon, fridge, cable TV, hot
water and car park. Standard
room just 6,000 baht per
month or 500 baht per day.
Delux roomis 8,500 baht per
month or 700 baht per day.
Please contact. Tel: 076-
202585, 09-196-8449.
Email: ketmaneeclayton61
@hotmail.com

PHUKET SEAVIEW
Apartments. Luxury apart-
ments on a hillside in Patong,
rooms of 82-200sgm, large
terrace, kitchen, swimming
pool. Affordable long-term
rates. Please contact for info.
Tel: 076-296888. Fax: 076-
297021. Email: contact@
prince-edouard.com For fur-
ther details, Please see our
website at: www.prince-
edouard.com

PATONG APARTMIENT

Close to beach, clean and
comfortable, with air condi-
tioning, TV, a big fridge,
double bed, pool and park-
ing. Please call. Tel: O1-
0825707. Please see our
website at: www.phuket-
accommaodation.info

PATONG LUXURY
APARTMENTS

Central Patong 1- and 2-
bedroom apartments. For
information and photos,
Email: suites247@yahoo.
com

ROOMS IN PATONG

Close to beach. Ground floor
rooms each with your own hot
shower. 24-hr security. Please
contact for more info. Tel:
076-342280, 01-9781956.
Email: palm@phuket.ksc.co.th

BUNGALOW, KARON
Beach. Available now. Tel:
076-333-242,09-6517818.
Fax: 076-333243. Email:
horstkaron@yahoo.com For
further details, please visit at:
www.capt-horst.com
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Building Products
& Services

TCM Asia
Futwre Generation
Surface Coatings
based on the latest

Mang - Technology
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www.tcm-asia.com
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Email: iInfaEhcm-asia. com

The Sone Doctor

Specialist European stone-
care productsand services:

* Restoration
* Sedling/Protection
* Maintenance

All your maintenance,
protection & cleaning needs
for natural and manufactured
stone.

e Marble e+ Sandwash
* Granite e« Terracotta
* Sate * Terrazzo

» Sandstone ¢ Ceramics, etc

Prevent; rust, stains, mildew,
agee, scratches
Remove: builders residue,
incorrect sealants, rugt, stains,
mildew, etc. Daily care& cleaning
productsalso available.

Tel: 07-2824930, 076-271217
Fax: 076-271218
Email:
info@thestonedoctor-asia.com

Direct: 06-5933464
bighome12 1@yvahoo.co.uk

» Construction

» Building
Renovation

» Shopfitting

» Woodwork

» Electrical, Air-con
* Roofing, Flooring
» Metalwork

» Built-in Furniture

STOP BLEACHING
YOUR KIDS!

Swim in “Drinking Water”
CARIBBEAN CLEAR
Water Treatment Systems

for pools and spas.
*No salt - No corrosion

* Almost no chlorine needed
Call Andy at: 06-6822639.

Email:
nomochlo@yahoo.com

www.caribbeanclear.com

SOMNUK
SASON

» Building, Renovation

» Repairs & Maintenance
» Flooring

» Stonewwork

» Cement, Sand Wash

k Tiling

» Construction

Please contact:
05-0098471

Household
Services

LOCKUP STORAGE

Household goods, car & mo-
torbikes. 24-hr security.
Please call for more info.
Tel: 01-0825707.

Household
Services

Needs
|

LIVE-IN MAID

needed. Maid needed to live in
with us for general cleaning
and housekeeping duties.
Please phone: 09-8959965.
Email: margot@Ioxinfo.co.th

Properties
Services

HOME CARETAKER
Caretaker for your home by
weekly or monthly service.
Good reference. Call for free
estimate. Tel: 09-9829460.
Email: phuketcaretaker@
hotmail.com

HOME INSPECTIONS

Get an inspection before final
payment. 25 years' experi-
ence. 6,000 bahtand up. Tel:
076-388309.
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)l 1] ] (1] WINDSURF BOARD BOSTON-WHALER
" BIC Veloce, 101 liters, WINDSURFER 21ft fiberglass central con-
278cm, 8.6kg, complete rig, WANTED sole and twin 4-stroke Honda
UP sail ultraprofile 6sgm and | Windsurfer — complete — |  50hp engines. Trailer, Thai

’ 4.60m carbon mast. Every- | 150 liters and nottoo old. |  registration. As new, made in
thing comes in separate bags | Tel: 07-2760141. Email: | 2004. For sale in Pattaya for
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076-281034. @yahoo.com
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50-FOOT
STEEL KETCH
Van de Stadt design, bigand
strong. Made in Singapore,
wood joinery by master
craftsman in Thailand.
Perkins 6-cylinder marine
diesel, rebuilt ‘04; uses 6 to
8 L.P.H. Yanmar/Denyo
genset, 15hp @ 8 Kva.
GPS Sounder, VHF & CB
radios. Tools and spare
parts. 3 anchors and chain,
stern platform with ladder.
Sleeps up to 11 in comfort.
Lying in Phuket, photos
available. Price reduced to
1.6 million baht. Please con-
tact for more information.

Tel: 01-8969319.
Fax: 074-442170.

Email: starfishscuba
@starfishscuba.com

37FT WOODEN
SPEEDBOAT HULL

Designed for people trans-
port; 5 years old but never
stayed in the water; half-re-
furbished, already covered
with epoxy; includes trailer:
120,000 baht. Extra parts
e.g. tanks, hydraulic steer-
ing, pumps, solar panel, seat
covers 30P, etc: 85,000
baht. 2 x outdrive (Z-Drive)
Volvo 290, 20 years old
(need refurbishing), im-
ported from the US, with all
papers: 120,000 baht.
Please contact for more
information.

Tel: 01-8924282.

Email:
taxiregio@freenet.de

84FT STEEL KETCH
Built in NZ, 1981. 8-cyl
Gardner, 20KW generator,
good sail inventory, weather
fax, SSB, GPS, VHF, auto pi-
lot, radar. Needs deck.
US$300,000. Please call
for more information. Tel:
07-8905619.

SPEEDBOAT

24ft imported American
sports boat for skiing, wake-
boarding or fast cruising.
New 420hp, 8.2-liter high-
performance V8 petrol engine
with stern drive (Bravo 1).
Excellent condition. Price: 1.65
million baht. Please contact
for more information. Tel: 01-
6198626. Email: ttrail@
loxinfo.co.th

BOAT BARGAIN

7.5m x 2.5m, fiberglass, Solas
approved, many accessories
made in stainless steel, etc. Un-
finished project. Price: 40,000
baht. Please contact for more
information. Tel: 076-279-
543.

19FT FISHING BOAT
Stong fiberglass hull. Stain-
less-steel center console;
steel trailer. Brand new! Price:
only 250,000 baht. Please
contact for more information.
Tel: 06-9724805.
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SECRETARY

with perfect English and
knowledge of Phuket wanted.
Able to drive car. Salary of
12,000 baht a month and
good commission. Please
send CV by email at: info@
phuketlanddeals.com

REQUIRED
Accountant/storekeeper ur-
gently required. Attractive
salary. Plaese contact for
more information. Tel: 01-
9563061, 01-9563061.
Email: sohail_carpet@yahoo.
com

CUSTOMER
SERVICE

Representative. A fast-
growing Internet garment
retailer needs a fluent En-
glish-speaker who is highly
computer literate, a perfec-
tionist, experienced, and a
fast typist. Salary 15k-35k.
Email: holyjob@gmail.com

SECRETARY

to Manager. Female Thai na-
tional. Competent in English.
Computer literate. Smart.
Office organization skills. Ser-
vice-minded. Valid car driving
license is an advantage. Con-
tact. Tel: 076-239111. Fax:
076-238974. Email: suporn
@thaimarine.com

SECRETARY

for project & land business.
Very busy, good future, good
salary. Must have perfect En-
glish, accounting, computer
skills, sales experience and
have a car license. Tel: 09-
6525664

The deluxe Rawi Warin Resort & hpa
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URGENTLY NEEDED
for Internet cafll. 2 Thai fe-
males, good written English
and computer skills, friendly
and service minded. Work
from 10am-10pm and 10pm-
10am. Please contact us. Tel:
07-9091640.

E-COMMERCE
MANAGER
A fast-growing Internet
garment retailer needs a
native English-speaker who
is highly computer literate,
a perfectionist, a leader,
and experienced. Salary
40k-80k. Please contact
for more information.
Email: holyjob@gmail.com

ACCOUNTING

Thai national. Core tasks are
to Input Hotel rates from con-
tracts and work with IT. Re-
quirements: good with num-
bers and happy to leamn. Please
send your CV or contact for
more information. Tel: 076-
236616, 01-8952206. Fax:
076-236617. Email: jobs@
globalonlinereservations.com

JOB OPPORTUNITY

Role: airport customer ser-
vice staff

Qualifications:

- University diploma

- Speak English

- Experience working in an
airport a plus

Interested persons should
contact. Tel: 09-9266115.
Email: baekjb@koreanair.
co.kr

THAI PERSONAL
ASSISTANT

Core requirements are to
set up and promote a
sports club administration,
reporting directly to the
owner. Please submit CV
to info.x@thecourtyard-
phuket.com

MANAGER

We are looking for a for-
eigner to take care of our
customers and staff.
Please call for more infor-
mation. Tel: 04-8478352.

TEFL LANGUAGE
SCHOOL

Service and hotel staff
needed now. Certificate
Course plus on-the-job
training. Learn Thai, English,
Russian, French, and many
more languages. Take the
120-hour Intermnational TEFL
Certificate, approved by the
Ministry of Education. Mon-
day April 3, 2006. Improve
your life, improve your busi-
ness. Tel: 076-219241,
076-219251. Please see
our website at: www.
teflschool.com

SALES STAFF

Females required for office in
Kathu. Educated to standard
or better. Some computer
skills useful. Must be able to
read, write and speak basic
English. For more information
or to apply, call Phuket Island
Development Co Ltd at Tel:
09-4742799.

GENERAL MANAGER
a Phuket-based hotel. Tel:
076-239820, 01-7373720.
Fax: 076-239828. Email: hr@
jivaresort.com

BRITISH

Curriculum International
School, Phuket. English Sum-
mer School Teachers Experi-
enced native ESL teachers
required to teach children on
our English Summer School
Camp from the 25th March —
15th April 2006. The suc-
cessful candidates need to:

® Be passionate about educa-
tion and demonstrate a long-
term commitment to teaching

® Be degree holders with rec-
ognized ESL qualification

® Have 2 years of teaching ex-
perience with primary school-
aged children

Candidates should e-mail a
short letter of application, CV,
recent photograph and details
of referees to: summer@bcis.
ac.th The closing date for ap-
plications is 15th March 2006
British International School,
Phuket (BCIS) 59 Moo 2,
Thepkasattri Rd, Koh Kaew,
Muang, Phuket 83200 Thai-
land. Tel: 076 238 711-20
Fax: 076 238 750 Bangkok
Tel: 02-6368991-2. Fax: 02-
636 8992.

GRAPHIC DESIGNER

/ marketing. Assistant. Thai
national. Must be fluent in vvrit-
ten and spoken English. Thisis
a varied and exciting position
working directly with the Di-
rector of Marketing of three of
Phuket's top restaurants.
Must have excellent computer
skills. Experience in design of
advertising and knowledge of
website design would be an
advantage. Office is based in
Kamala. Email resumi to
sue@baanrimpa.com

SALSA INSTRUCTOR
Salsa and hip-hop DJ wanted
on Phuket. Please contact for
more information. Tel: 076-
341116.

EXECUTIVE
ASSISTANT

Andaman Silver, a residen-
tial property developer
based in Surin, requires an
executive assistant to re-
port to the Managing Direc-
tor. We are looking for a
dynamic and hard-working
individual with the following
qualifications:

* Thai female or male aged
23 years or above

* Bachelors degree or
equivalent in Accounting

* Fluent in spoken and wvrit-
ten English

* Excellent interpersonal
and multi-tasking skills
*Excellent computer knowvl-
edge including MS Office
and Internet

* Have driving license and
own car.

The successful applicant will
receive a generous compen-
sation package, including a
performance bonus. Inter-
ested candidates may apply
by submitting a full resume
and recent photos to:
Andaman Silver Co Ltd. 326
Prabaramee Road, Patong,
Phuket 83150. Tel: 076-
325511, 01-753- 1527.
Fax: 076-325513. Email:
jom@surinheights. com

BOOKKEEPER/
Accountant. Full-time position
at private beach resort at
Railay Beach, Krabi. Thai na-
tional with a strong command
of spoken and written English.
Must be proficient in Quick
Books, Quicken and Excel.
Higher education in account-
ing or BA required. Position
available immediately, con-
tact. Email: generalmanager@
raileibeachclub.com

Classified Advertisements

Please use this form to write your classified advertisement.
Then hand it to any of our agents.

[N A O O O (L5 1)

Classified ads are charged per line. Each line is 85 baht,
with a minimum of 4 lines (heading included) per ad.

All advertising must be paid for in advance.

Deadline for Property Gazette page: Friday 3 pm.
Deadline for all other ads: Saturday 12 noon.
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Island Job Mart

"Phuket Gazette

il. ARTIST

The Phuket Gazette seeks to fill the following positions:
. SENIOR ARTIST

* Graphic-dasign skills and knowledgs of Adobe [Bustratar, PagaMakar,

Photoshop and Dreamweaver reguined
k Freshand drawing and web-design skills a plus
* Responsible, hard working, attentive o delai
® Able to work ina fast-paced environmeant and meet deadlings
* Giood communication skills, team player
* English speaker

il DISTRIBUTION MARKETING PERSON

* Thal national
* Reasonable command of written and spoken English
k PC axpeariancs in Word, Excel & Infamat
* Good administrator

* Must hawe own car and driver's license

I¥. SENIOR REFORTER

Thix sucoRsshul candsdale will be a Thai national, aged 27-plus, with
initiative, an outgoing persaonality, and plenty of experience about the
world and how it works. Also essential are the ability to commaunicate
in English, bolh spoken and writlen, and a car,

(Gond salary for the right candidate.

Cualified candidates are invited 1o send a GV 10 Wipa Putkeaw, Human
Resources, by amail, fax or post to:

The Phuket Gazette Co Ltd
3672 Yaowarat Rd, T. Taladyai, A, Muang, Phuket 83000
Fax: 076-213971 Email: fon @ phukeigazetie.net

& FITNESS

able:

* Head Chef

* Waitresses
* Bartenders

Tel: 076-341116.

TAILIFE HEALTH

in Patong require fun-oving,
happy staff. Positions avail-

* Massage Therapists

Good salaries await the
right candidates. Call Apple.

POSITIONS
AVAILABLE

Personal Assistant/Office

Manager (1 position)

* Female, over 25 years of
age

* Good written & spoken
English

* Computer and book-
keeping skills

Architectural Inspectors (4

positions)

* Male/female, over 25
years of age

To assist farang in

reasonable English.

gmail.com

COOK WANTED,
GOOD SALARY

restaurant. Must speak

salary. Please send your CV
or contact for more informa-
tion. Tel: 076-294330.
Email: sgb.fishnchips@

* Graduate in relevant field

* minimum of 3 years’
project experience

* Relevant computer skills
* Own transport

Vlechanical and/or Bectrical
Inspectors (4 positions)

* Male/female, over 25
years of age

small

Good

* Graduate in relevant field

1885828. Email
7123000.com

CAPTAIN WANTED

for 60ft-plus motor cruiser,
must speak English. Please
contact. Please contact for
more information. Tel: 04-

7@

* Atleast b years of project
experience

* Relevant computer skills
* Own transport

Please contact. Tel: 076-
325401. Fax: 076-325403.
Email: bee@dmg-thailand.
com

RESIDENT
MANAGER

Energetic, self-motivated
resident manager wanted
immediately for a private
beach resort, consisting of
25 homes, at Railay Beach,
Krabi. Must be fluent in Thai
and English. Previous hotel
experience preferred. Inter-
ested parties please send
resumi or contact for more
information. Tel: 075-622-
528. Fax: 075-622596.
Email: generalmanager@
raileibeachclub.com

Employment
Wanted

GERMAN WOMAN/
MANAGEMENT

German woman, 33, is
looking for a job on Phuket.
11 years’ experience in
fashion/textile industry, HR
management and training of
sales staff, and motivating/
managing branch manag-
ers. | speak German and
English. Email: muenchen1
@gmx.net

Find more Recruitment Classifieds at

www.phuketgazette.net!

March 11 - 17, 2006

Tout, Trader &

Trumpet

Articles

For Sale

PANEL SPEAKERS

1.2m tall, excellent sound,
also ProAc response sc'
and big tube amp. Tel: 01-
7888535.

LONGINES WATCH
Slim and great-looking. 8
years old and in excellent con-
dition. (The older the better.)
Please call me for a pleasant
buy. Tel: 04-6263886. Email:
maxcomdive@gmail.com

FEMALE MANNEQUIN
Female mannequin plus
graduation gown and mortar
board. Please contact for
more information. Tel: O1-
2722392. Email: michael @
phuket-town.com

4 SPEAKERS +

subwoofer. 4 Panasonic
speakers and subwoofer. Can
view from Tpm to 12pm daily
at Michael's Bar, 12 Takaupa
Road, Phuket Town. Offers.
Tel: 01-2722392. Email:
michael@phuket-town.com

TWO TVS IN

hanging frames. 14" and 21"
NEC TVs hanging in metal
frames. Can view at
Michael's Bar, 12 Takau-Pa
Road, from 1pmto 12pm daily.
Offers. Excellent condition.
Tel: 01-2722392. Email:
michael@phuket-town.com

CAR SEAT FOR BABY
Nearly new. Purchased for
3,000 baht. Will sell for
1,000 baht. Please contact
for more information. Tel: 05-
7841257. Email: jesse _in_
phuket@yahoo.com

BRAND NEW

crossbow. 150lb draw
weight, very powverful! Scope
and laser, shoots BBs and
darts. Used twice. 3,000
baht. Please contact. Tel: 04-
746-7304 or send email to:
steverose 76@ hotmail.com

35,000 BTU AIRCON
Mitsubishi, 3 months old, 2-
year warranty and free
cleaning service. For quick
sale: only 29,000 baht. Tel:
01-0808557. Email: info@
no1visa.com

PLAYSTATION 2

in good condition. Comes with
2 controllers, 1 memory card
and 10-12 games. Price:
6,000 baht. Tel: 06-1206934.
Email: go2spoon@yahoo.com

LEFT-HANDED

golf clubs. Titleist steel-shaft
lob wedge, 600 as newv, 3,500
baht. IS 300 driver, 3,500
baht. Tel: 09-9091917. Email:
porter20022@yahoo.com

|AlmhulirsAnmym

i holding meetings in
English at the following
places.
Phuket City
Missian Hospital
o Wed and Sun &t 7 pm
Bangkok Phuket Hospital
an Friat 7 pm

Patong
Patong Hospital
on Mon, Tug, Wad, Saf, Sun

gt 7 pen ard on Fri ak 8 pm

EXPERTS?

Does, HTML, SEO, JAVA,
PHP, PERL or C + mean any-
thing to you? If so we would
like to hear from you via email.
Email: jwizard345@aol.com

Business
Opportunities

CLUB AND TRADE
Want partners for buying
O’Malleys, on Montri Rd, to be
used for business and clubs.
Starting a Phuket people club like
www.pattayapeople.com with
cultural information, travel,
society, history, business, etc,
in connection with experience
at Club Pattaya, Koh Samuiand
Chiang Mai. Tel: 06-2672161.
Email: tlodden@yahoo.no
www.pattayapeople.com

KAMALA

restaurant & bar. Famous for
pizza + Tex-mex: 40 seats,
air conditioning, equipment,
stock, and furniture. For sale
at 500,000 baht + rent 6,000
baht per month. Call after 5
pm. Tel: 076-385940.

QUICK RETURN ON
INVESTMENT

Entertainment venue (disco,
club & lounge). A prime loca-
tion in the heart of Patong
with qualified foreign man-
agement. Seeking an addi-
tional 5 million baht invest-
ment. Serious inquiries
only. Please contact for
more details. Tel: 01-968-
4541. Email: j_vpartners@
hotmail.com

SALE COMPUTER SET
Full Internet shop equipment:
7 computer stations. Best
offer. Tel: 04-6304243.

LARGE &

successful. Established bar
on Soi Bangla for sale, with
pool table, darts, own sound
system and a b5-year lease.
Tel: 09-8677969.

O’MALLEYS IRISH PUB

Small business, big opportu-
nity! Recently refurbished
pub & restaurant, located in
Phuket City. Package in-
cludes all paperwork, visas,
2 work permits and all li-
censes for a smooth take-
over. 400sgm, live music
stage, sound and light sys-
tem, UBC TV, 3 new pool
tables (including pool room),
15 tables, 40 bar stools, 5
fridges and freezers, new
kitchen equipment and over
300 taxi-bikes with
O’Malleys vests driving
around the city! All offers
considered. Please contact.
Tel: 09-7292846. Email:
scottshaw77@lycos.co.uk

COMPLETELY

different! For sale at cost due
to over commitment of time.
Ladies-only Fitness & Weight
Loss Centre. Tel: 076-209424,
01-9683120. Fax: 076-209-
424, Email: jazzybyname@
hotmail.com

RESTAURANT,

Rawai. For sale, with a 16-
year lease, fully equipped, 60
seats. Tel: 05-8843610.

WANT TO MAKE

easy money? Check out this
great opportunity! For further
details, Email: lekman762000
@yahoo.se or see our website
www.Larsman.ProbuilderPlus
.com

BE AN ENTREPRENEUR
If | can work from my home in
Bangkok and make over US$
4,000 per week, so can you.
I will prove it. Go to my busi-
ness website, then call Der-
rick at 02-2629287. Serious
inquiries only please. If you do
not go, enjoy what you are
presently doing. You will prob-
ably be doing it forever. Tel:
02-2629287,01-7543731.
Fax: 02-6611148. Email:
derrickturnbull@yahoo.com
For more details, visit: wwwv.
lifechangingearnings.com

BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

Certified business opportu-
nities. Excellent quality and
value for money. Well-
trained staff are available. 3
months support guarantee.
Wash up to 100 cars a day.
Clean and safe by German
carwash technology. Starts
from 3.2 million baht. For
more information contact
us. Email: phuket carwash

@hotmail.com

SMALL INVESTMENT
Coffee/Internet shop with bar-
restaurant in Patong. 490,000
baht. Please contact for more
information. Email: swisstreff
@gmx.net
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BUSINESS FOR SALE

Well-run visa run business
including tour office at

Rawvai Beach. Please con-
tact K. Jaochim. Tel: 0O4-
8512378 for more informa-
tion.

SERIOUS
INVESTMENT

Thai company since 1998,
with two work permits, and
includes 2 rai of seaview
land (Chanote). Unique of-
fer, investment opportunity.
Tel: 01-3652020.

FISH RESTAURANT

Very nice restaurant and bar
for sale, specializing in fish
'n’ chips but serving a large
international menu. Fully-fit-
ted, large kitchen with all
latest mod cons. 20 seats
outside + 6 bar stools + 4
sofa seats and 2 tables.
Townhouse with 2 rooms
upstairs, 2 bathrooms, and
extra kitchen. Good busi-
ness and growing, but ill
health forces reluctant
sale. Tel: 076-294330, 07-
8960235. Email me for de-
tails and price. Email:

sgb.fishnchips@gmail.com

GUESTHOUSE

for sale. Guesthouse and res-
taurant, located opposite the
main entrance to the Royal
Paradise Hotel, for sale. Six
luxury guest rooms with
showver, aircon and TV. Beau-
tiful restaurant with kitchen.
High standards. 14 million
baht. Tel: 01-5385322, 01-
8956587. Email: rudolfpanz
@hotmail.com

BAR-RESTAURANT
Separate pool room, 2-room
guesthouse, all fully aircon-
ditioned, well established, with
long-term lease. Located on
Nanai Road. Asking 1.35 mil-
lion baht. All genuine offers
considered. Tel: 01-747-
7520. Email: phuketpete@
yahoo.co.uk

BAR FOR SALE/RENT
New bar in Patong on Soi
Sukhumvit, at a good price
and for long-term rent. Please
contact us for more informa-
tion. Tel: 07-0145817.

PIZZA DELIVERY BIZ
For sale. Low overhead busi-
ness delivering Patong's best
pizza. Huge potential, including
franchising for someone with
advertising & promotion skills.
Please contact for more de-
tails. Tel: 076-341827. Email:
thairuss@yahoo.com

Business
Products &

Services

PERSIAN CARPETS
Oriental hand-knotted car-
pet, rug and kilim dealer (spe-
cializing in washing and re-
pair). Free pick-up and deliv-
ery. Tel: 01-9563061. Email:
sohail_carpet@yahoo.com
Please see our website at:
www.mister-carpet.com

MASSAGE SALON

Established 3-story mas-
sage salon for sale in the
heart of Patong. Excellent
furnishings, fully equipped;
has long-term staff. For
more information, call Khun
Arunee. Tel: 07-8947985.

DAY TRIP TO
RANONG

Newv double-decker tour bus
(not minibus), non-smoking
and smoking areas, toilet,
films/music, snacks and
drinks, on-board buffet lunch.
No extras to pay, all-inclu-
sive. Only 1,500 baht. Every
Mon, Wed, Fri, Sat, Sunday.
Tel: 04-7457024.

VISA & LEGAL
SERVICES

£

Legal

Company Registration
2,229 baht; One Year Visa
5,999 baht; Retirement Visa
5,999 baht: Work Permit
5,999 baht; UK & US Visa
16,999 baht. No more visa
runs — get a one-year visa
for only 5,999 baht. Estab-
lish your Thai company today
to buy land or start your busi-
ness for only 2,229 baht!
Property title search, sales
contract and land registra-
tion. Thailand’s LARGEST le-
gal service network. Al-
ways your low price by our li-
censed Thai lawyers.
Please contact. Tel: 076-
345277 (24 hours). Email:
info@siam-legal.com For
further details, please visit:
www.siam-legal.com

BIG JOHN
LAUNDRY CO LTD
Free delivery. Tel: 04-

6369819.

SELLING YOUR
property? Come experience
the best in sales and support.
Please contact. Tel: 076-
345081, 019241447 . Email:
mail@villa.co.th

RENOVATION

Tiles, floors, painting, mainte-
nance, plumbing, satellite dish
installation, maid service and
babysitting available. Email:
info@phukethomecare.com

HEALTH INSURANCE
New product but not new
company. You must have it!
For free info please call me.
Tel: 07-2674342. Email:
agentsmith@ji-net.com

SECURE WIRELESS

networks. Long-range links.
phuket-data-wizards.com Tel:
076-383575, 06-6827277.

THANIT STONE
FACTORY

State constructions tender
offer & bidder (certified by
all government divisions and
the private sector): asphal-
tic concrete road, drainage
and dams, infrastructure,
building construction, earth-
works and landscaping. Fa-
cilities and equipment: plant
asphalt concrete, pavers,
pay loaders, excavators,
rollers, motor graders,
trucks, other heavy ma-
chines. Contact Maytinee.
Tel: 01-8952990, 09-724-
4102, 01-9584076. Fax:
076-224969. For details,
vist our website at: www.
thanitstonefactory.com

Have something to sell?
Tell the WORLD!

All CLASSIFIED ads in the Phuket Gazette
appear FREE OF CHARGE in the

Phuket Gazette Online

Always on top in GHDSIE
30-40,000 visitors a day!
Phuket Gazette.Net/Classifieds

Focused exclusively on Phuket -
and delivered to the world!

Setlour ooMEamn
Dizcovnted Hotels
Think ¥ ourl? aoms.com
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EVE VISA RUN TO
RANONG

Only 1,350 baht for the
best service. Includes: visa,
boat transport, minibus
transport, lunch and soft
drinks. Contact for more
info. Tel: 01-56352637.
Email: info@evevisarun.
com For more details, visit:
WWW.evevisarun.com
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LOOKING FOR

a venue for a birthday? Wed-
ding? Get together? Party by
the pool at TaiLife Health and
Fitness. Beautiful venue, deli-
cious food. Call Apple at Tel:
076-341116.

PERSONAL FITNESS
trainers at TaiLife Health and
Fitness. Tel: 076-341116.

NIKON D50

and equipment. 2 months old.
Comes with 18-55mm wide
angle lens + 70-300mm
zoom. Lithium battery with
charger, 1GB memory card,
filters, bag, flash, etc. 60,000
baht. Tel: 076-597474, 01-
6768797.

UNDERWATER
photography. For sale: Sea &
Sea DX-5000G housing, Sea
& Sea YS25 auto strobe plus
fiber-optic sync cord and flex-
ible light arm set. Hardly used,
still under warranty. Tel: 04-
9928016.

PRO DATA RECOVERY

All kinds of computer magic
phuket-data-wizards.com
Tel: 06-6827277,01-581-
9782.

APPLE POWERMAC
desktop. Dual processors,
450MHz with OS 9 (OS X not
installed yet) (180GB hard
disk, 1.25GB RAM). All pro-
grams for image and video
editing as wvell as web design
and Microsoft Office. Sold
with 17-inch Acer monitor,
Apple keyboard and Apple
mouse. 30,000 baht or best
offer. Tel: 076-282311,06-
7423437. Email: marcduncan
@hotmail.com

CREATIVE INSPIRE
5200. Inspire 5200 5.1
speaker set. Only 3 months
old. Price new: 4,190 baht.
Will sell for 3,000. Tel: 076-
378255, 07-8822597. Email:
euro-art-gallery@planet.nl

DIGITAL CAMERA
wanted. | want to buy a digital
camera in excellent condition.
Please contact me if you have,
or know of, something for
sale. Tel: 06-9476298. Email:
viagem2002@hotmail.com

COMPUTER REPAIRS

English technician, new or
used computers. GPRS,
ADSL, WLAN and Internet ac-
cess without a phone. Please
call for more information. Tel:
09-4735080.

Would you like to keep up on what's happening
in Phuket - the good, the bad and the bizarre?
Let ug share it with you - every week/

I Tid: The Phuket Gasette Co Ltd, 3672 Yaowarat Road,
= Amphor Muoang, Fhoket 33000, Thailand,

I YES, | want to receive the PHUKET GAZETTE
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PHOTOCOPY
REPAIRS

Friendly farang fixes copiers
and faxes and has laser
toner refills. Please call
George. Tel: 06-9724805.

COMPUTER SET

A set of 7 computers: full
equipment with LCD monitor.
For sale as a set or all to-
gether. Tel: 04-6304243.

NIKON OS 5

Underwater camera with flash
60 0or 120 Sea & Sea. Ingood
condition. Tel/Fax: 076-
388256, 06-6821310. Email:
gshphuket@hotmail.com

POLAROID DIGITAL
camera with memory card,
3.2 megapixels. 2,500 baht.
Call for further details. Tel: 07-
8896758. Email: ukdi0O7bond
@yahoo.co.uk

Miscellaneous
for Sale

PIZZA OVEN

Double pizza oven. Second
hand, newly renovated in
Sweden. Electric (380 volts,
15 Kw), stone plates, big glass
windowvs in the doors, stainless
steel, made by Dahlens in
Sweden. Space for 2x6 piz-
zas. The ovenis located in a
warehouse in Bkk. | can email
more information and pic-
tures. My price is 100,000
baht (firm). Tel: 06-1057068.
or Email: rolandholm
@hotmail.com

HIGH-END AUDIO
Magneplanar flat panel speak-
ers excl for music or movies.
Please contact for more infor-
mation. Tel: 01-7888535.

TREADMILL & STRIDER
Super condition. 15,000 baht.
Call quickly; it will sell fast.
Please contact for more infor-
mation. Tel: 01-6919679.
Email: choice@Iloxinfo.co.th

Miscellaneous
Wanted

SURF/BOOGIE BOARD

I want buy a surfboard (6'8" or
longer) and must have leg rope
or plug for fitting rope, and/or a
boogie board (adult size). Can
be well used; will look at any-
thing. Please advise make,
size, condition and asking price.
Email: clarkstar888@hotmail.
com

POLO SHIRTS

I require a price for 50 plain,
good quality polo shirts with
pocket in large and XL sizes.
Please contact via email at.
Email: mike7474@hotmail.
com

LOAN WANTED

10 million baht required. Will
pay 8% quarterly interest
with good security. Please
contact for more information.
Email to: patongbrewery@
aol.com

| Notice |
Public Notice

This nodice is 1o inform the public that as of
February 20, 2006,
Mrs Duangkamol Khaochatr (Mod) has no
further involvement and is no longer associated
in any way with The Surin Bay Inn Hotel.

PERSONAL TRAINING
Tailor-made physical training
at all levels. Scheduled ses-
sions at home or outside area.
First lesson free. Please call
for more information. Tel: 07-
2808077.

HOME SCHOOLING
Any families interested in
sharing cost of small, profes-
sional home schooling
classes? All subjects taught
in English. Ages 8-14, Chalong
area, 1-b days aweek. Tel: 01-
5362069. Email: pat@
projecttrang.org

SIGN LANGUAGE
tuition for anybody who
wishes to enhance their inter-
national communication skills
and communicate with deaf
people. Qualified tutor. Please
contact for more information.
Tel: 06-7392630.

The French Red Cross

Invitation to bid for the construction of
avillage for children on Koh Sireh, Phuket

Modification date of bidding

ENGLISH, SCIENCE,
math. Private lessons/tutorials
in English (at all levels), science
(at all levels), and math (pri-
mary/pratom level). 350-400
baht per hour. Call for more de-
tails. Tel: 04-6684537 or
email: miyax_25@hotmail.
com

HOUSE SITTING

offer. We are a South African
couple who are available for
house sitting, any area in
Phuket. We are responsible,
good with animals and reliable.
Tel: 076-319091, 04-629-
0181. Email: t phunk@
hotmail.com

NURSE CARE

Nursing care offered at your
residence or hospital. Fluentin
English, available during day or
nighttime. Tel: 01-8912112.
Email: wadee@csloxinfo.com

Delivery of the bidding documents to all interested companies
I'he biddeng documents (drevang s, spechcations, admanstatine documents)

will be available at the French Red Cross office from 10 am on March 15, 2006
[mat Febouary 27, 2006) for all authonzed representatives of qualifed baddars upon
recept of a refundable guarantes fee of 15000 baht.

French Red Cross office is at:
100170 Moo 6, Srisuchat Village, Tambon Rassada, Amphur Muang, Phuket B3000

Contact:

Mrs Siriral Saekirm Mobile: 02-4T712596)

hrs Monchana Pelaud (Mot O7-08:34 197, 09-725.3357)

ENGLISH LESSONS

In your home with qualified
native English teacher. Good
price, and friendly staff. Tel:
06-050200172. Email:
carryonstalkin@hotmail.com

Personal
Services

Wanted

INTENSIVE GERMAN
lessons. Intensive German
lessons required for 5-6 days
per week for 3-4 weeks to
gain written and verbal busi-
ness skills. Please call Simon
Tel: 010810812, Email: simon
@simonashby.com

PHYSICS TUTOR
Physics Tutor required for 2
senior students. 1 or 2 hours
per week. Tel: 07-2814954.
For futher details please con-
tact via email, Email: lizette@
andamanproperty.com

Personals

SPECIAL LADY

Sincere farang with good quali-
ties and a healthy lifestyle
seeks special lady on this is-
land to love and care for.
Please contact for more infor-
mation. Email: ackroydee@
yahoo.com

SAILING CREW
wanted. For a trip to the
Andamans and Chagos. Mid-
to late March, for about 3
months. Single male, female or
acouple. Experience desirable.
Owners are a couple with
baby. Please contact. Tel: O1-
2729355, 01-2737326.
Email: keithmarshall747@
yahoo.co.uk

THAI LADY NEEDED
American businessman will
visit Phuket April 14-27 to
register a business. Fit, 54
(but looks 45), handsome,
classy and fun, seeking
beautiful, fit, Christian Thai
lady 25-45 for relationship.
First meeting no expecta-
tions. Please contact for
more details. Tel: 702-
5920888. Email: garyteets
@yahoo.com

BACKGAMMON

Retired businessman looking
for backgammon players on
Phuket Island. Please call for
more information. Tel: 076-
386113,01-5778443.

ESCORT, COMPANION,
tour guide. Looking for a Thai
lady, pretty, 20-30 years old,
English-speaking, to share my
vacation in Phuket beginning
in April for about 10 days. | am
50 years old, slim, sportive,
generous. Please mail photo
to Email: golfo1@freenet.de

LOOKING FOR

Fencing partner. French guy in
Chalong seeks fencing part-
ners, foil or sabre, any level. |
have the equipment; let's
share the fun! Tel: 076-381-
737,07-0085970. Fax: 076-
381730. Email: swaminito@
hotmail.com

HOST FAMILY

We are a family of two adults
and two children. We hope to
find a family who can help us
in getting settled in Kata, from
July 2006. We are looking for
a "friend family". Hopefully,
we can start a shop when we
are settled. Tel: 45-302-
00018. Email: monalockdahl
©@mail.dk

LOOKING FOR
old friend. | am looking for
Vincent Cruickshank whom
| knew in Japan. Please
contact via email, Email:
santini47@yahoo.com

PLEASE HELP ME!
Alice is a 2-year-old bitch who
was thoughtlessly abandoned
at Nai Harn Beach a year ago.
She is an exceptionally gentle
and friendly dog — now steril-
ized — who would greatly ap-
preciate becoming part of a
family. If you can give Alice a
home before the next poison-
ings, we would be very thank-
ful. Please call Tel: 09-
8682563 if you are genuinely
interested.

FREE DOG, NEUTERED,
UNDER 1 YEAR

&

Location 55/146 Soi 2
Chao Fa Road. Good with
children. Nice gold coat. At-
tractive and healthy. Owner
moving to Bangkok.Tel: 07-
2719414, Email: pritchah
@hotmail.com

FREE TO GOOD HOME
Two neutered female cats
around 6 months old. Prefer
not to split but will if neces-
sary. Expat must return home
soon. Tel: 076-282672, 06-
9481042. Email: archiedixon
@hotmail.co.uk

Need help finding a lawyer?

www.phuketgazette.net

25% Discount on Classifiedsfor Shopper Card Holders

|F YOU...

Placeyour ad in these pages;
Present your Shopper Card; and
Pay for the ad at our offices,

you’ll enjoy a25% discount* AND haveyour ad appear freeof
chargeinthe Phuket Gazette Online.

With more than 10,000 visitors a day, the ISland Trader Onlineis
Thailand’'s most active classified marketplace.

* Ads may be submitted in person or online (phuketgazette.net/classifieds), but
must be paid for at the Gazette offices. The discount is not available when
payment is made at our agents.

The Phuket Gazette Co Ltd
367/2 Yaowar at Road, Phuket City
Tel: 076-236555 Fax: 076-213971
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Saloon Cars

CIVIC 2005
TOP MODEL

Excellent condition, both
exterior and interior.
200,000 baht down pay-
ment and 13,000+
monthly. First class insur-
ance & tax have just been
renewed. Please contact
Khun Tik for more details.
Tel: 06-9456433. Email:
khuntik@myway.com

TOYOTA VIOS 1.5E
Automatic, 7 months old,
17,000km, leather seats,
many options, gold color.
Price: 550,000 baht. Tel: 01-
3670991.

1975 BMW 2002

In perfect condition. Silver,
double Weber carburetors, CD
player, best one in Thailand.
275,000 baht. Trade possible,
and please, please, no dream-
ers or time wasters! Email:
powerboatimport@gmail.com

2005 HONDA JAZZ

V-TEC just 5 months old, excel-
lent condition, 5,750km,
black, CD-player and lots of
extras. Price: 625,000 baht.
Please contact for more info.
Tel: 01-7470352. Email:
hondayazz@yahoo.com

HYUNDAI TURBO

High performance, Hyundai
body, 2000cc Mitsubishi VR-4
turbo engine, 5-speed trans-
mission, Koni shocks, 7.5"
rims & low profile tires.
Handles like true sports sedan.
Very fast. Asking 100,000
baht. Tel: 01-5384870. Email:
asiawine2003@yahoo.com

HONDA CIVIC 2004
Satellite. Metallic silver color.
1.7L, electric windows/mir-
rors, radio/CD. Service his-
tory with Honda Phuket. Only
15,000km. Driven by foreign
owner. The car stands out as
new. Cash down payment plus
monthly installments. Please
contact for details. Tel: 076-
258343. Email: dlarah42@
yahoo.no

2002 HONDA ACCORD
2002 Honda Accord Limited
Edition VTEC, fully loaded,
corporate car. Service record
available. 800,000 baht. Tel:
076-296881/4, 09-667-
3687. Fax 076-296885.
Email: phuket@legalthai.com

JEEP WILLY M151A1

Reluctant sale, all original,
reconditioned engine and
gearbox, sunbrella fabric
hood, Panasonic stereo, solid
road tires, roll bar and
seatbelts fitted. Will only sell
to agood home. Interested?
Tel: 076-381010, 06-294-
7297. Fax: 076-3810009.
Email: aj@sixsenses.com

JEEP CHEROKEE

1999 Cherokee 4x4, auto-
matic, full leather interior. Full
serice history. Contact Mr
Reini Koster at the number
above. Tel: 01-8919631.
Email: erikdidy@hotmail.com

MITSUBISHI STRADA

4x4 turbo diesel, November
2002, silver/red color,
83,000km, has all the extras
including Carryboy and full
service history. Asking
400,000 baht. Please con-
tact Khun David. Tel: 07-
8887676

TOYOTA
SPORTRIDER 4X4

2002, perfect condition.
New clutch, new tires.
620,000 baht. Please con-
tact for info. Tel: 07-271-
9414. Email: pritchah@
hotmail.com

4WD SPECIAL
Modified Suzuki Caribian,
with extra rollbars, big
powverguard tires and more.
Body and engine excellent.
95,000 baht. Please call for
more info. Tel: 07-2730141.

TOYOTA SPORTCRUISER
Aug 2003, 4 WD, 3000cc
Diesel, 75,000km, automatic,
silver, leather seats, 4 door,
new 32" tires. No accidents,
no off-road use, very good
condition. Price: 590,000
baht. Tel: 076-385588, 06-
2772323, Email: alexthai @ji-
net.com

TOYOTA FORTUNER
2006, 2.7L petrol, auto gear,
4\WD, silver, tan leather inte-
rior, twin airbags, CD/MP3
stereo, 8,300km, Toyota
warranty, new condition. 1.04
million baht with full insurance.
Car is in Bangkok; can be de-
livered to Phuket. Tel: 09-
0597625. Email: kfarang@
yahoo.com

Need wheels? Check out
www.phuketgazette.net/classifieds

Agents for Classified Advertising

PHUKET

K.L. Mart
Patak Rd, Chalong

Sin & Lee

Taurus Travel

41 Minimart

Earth Language School
Phang Nga Rd, Phuket City

Thalang Rd, Phuket City

Aroonsom Plaza Rat-U-Thit 200 Pi Rd, Patong

Srisoontorn Rd, Cherng Talay

Tel: 076-280400/3
Fax: 076-280403

Tel: 076-232398/9
Fax: 076-232398

Tel: 076-258369
Fax: 076-211230

Tel: 076-344521/2
Fax: 076-344523

Tel/Fax: 076-324312

HARLEY-DAVIDSON
HERITAGE

Immaculate, customised,
retro looking, 1992 Harley
Davidson Heritage Softail
that has been well main-
tained and has recently had
a cosmetic rebuild. New
beach bars, sprung solo seat
(has second seat also), retro
grips, teardrop mirrors, en-
gine respray, retro carbure-
tor cover, new floating brake
rotors (front and rear),
chrome swing arm,
headlamp covers, derby
cover, new chrome chain
guards, smoked lenses (front
and rear) as wvell as new floor-
boards and gear shifts. Bike
has a Mikuni 45 carb jetted
downtoa42 andaAndrews
EV47 cam - lots of power.
Exhausts are twin fishtails
and the tank is a 6 gallon
beast. Rims are polished
Fatboy rims. This awesome
bike is Phuket registered and
in excellent condition.
660,000 baht ono Please
contact Craig. Tel: 06-278-
3352. Email: cdouglas@
hotmail.com

SUZUKI BANDIT 400cc

in excellent condition. Regis-
tration and green book. Asking
45,000 baht. Tel: 06-687-
1245. Email: supertony8@
yahoo.com For further details,
please see our website at:
www.album. romerun.com/
amnuay_r/folder/27037/al-
bum/45423/html/index.html

HARLEY DAVIDSON
Heritage Softail, 1999, black,
35,000km. Very nice condi-
tion. 650,000 baht. Email:
ragge96@hotmail.com

JRD, 9 MONTHS OLD
110cc JRD Surf motorbike for
sale. Moving back to the UK,
so its something | don't need.
Will come with registration
book. If you would like to view
it, then please drop me aline.
Was 28,000 baht new; will
sell for 20,000 baht. Electric
starter, front disk brake, alloy
wheels, helmet. Please con-
tact for further details. Tel:
01-7887991. Email:
thebritscott@hotmail.com

HONDA REBEL

Honda REBEL chopper,
250cc, in good condition.
Driven by a lady and seldom
used. Please contact Pupa for
more details. Tel: 01-892
0531 or by email: phuket-
roadangel@hotmail.com

HONDA WAVE

Honda Wave 125i (injection)
motorbike, one year old,
22,000km. Price new:
53,500 baht, will sell for
30,000. Can be viewed in
Khao Lak. Tel: 076-443140,
06-2811945. Email: mike@
ethailand.com

YAMAHA DRAG STAR
Yamaha Drag Star 400cc
Chopper. Looks old but drives
great! Nineties bike, 30,000
km, with green book. Asking
60,000 baht ono. Tel: 076-
288842,07-2651477. Email:
johnnydejong@hotmail.com

LOW PRICE

Many types of well maintained
new cars, with CD player and
insurance. Low price for long-
term rent. Please contact for
details. Tel: 01-6078567.
Email: suksavat@hotmail.
com

BP RENTALS

Honda Dreams for 2,500 baht
per month. Good condition.
Tel: 09-4727304.

CAR RENTAL

Honda Civic 4-door. Excellent
air conditioner and stereo with
a 12-CD changer. Long-term
rental at 12,000 baht per
month. First-class insurance.
Contact Tel: 076-283388,
01-5362069 or Email:
siamtexas@hotmail.com

BP RENTALS

Suzuki Caribians for 11,000
baht per month. Discount for
long-term rental. Fullinsurance.
Please call for more details.
Tel: 09-4727304.

WANTED

87-04 Ford Mustang with
registration. Must be a V-8
engine, and prefer standard
transmission. Body and inte-
rior condition notimportant as
| want the mechanicals only as
a project donor car. Please
contact for more information.
Tel: 04-8096610. Email:
rgstraghan@yahoo.ca

Mobel Clean Service

a.q"ll

Wie furn your car into a STAR
STOP lacquer aging!
Mo rmore wax or palishing!

otors
—
I.-
I
:

Please use this form to write your classified advertisement.
Then hand it to any of our agents.

N O A O A O (2 7

Classified ads are charged per line. Each line is 85 baht,
with a minimum of 4 lines (heading included) per ad.

All advertising must be paid for in advance.
Deadline for Wheels & Motors page: Saturday 12 noon.
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Surin Apartment, Surin Beach, Phuket

COSMETIC
DENTISTRY

Foreigner elig Vel i . : e Hr:lm.mg sea utw
Complete in June, 2007 . | Greagdinveitment

Sales Office: Phuket Asialand Co.,Lid.
25 Moo 3, Ch ETngt h:_ql.:_q].'.l ']"h-;'l-:ang, Exclusive .'\E{'TH_'_I.'
Phuket Thailand 83110

.IJII Man 07-267-T514
"-'.; ]l.,l-||r| '|-.'||-|' -8R 1-J~H'.

PHUKET sse=,
W take care of all your forsandng probiems, ST

|Air, Sea & Land) l;’“UmﬁfJ
Mature of Business: M
® International Air & S=a Freight Forwarding

& Inbound-Cotbound Cusioms Clearance

(Phuket, Songkhla & Bangkok)

* Pickup, Delvery and Inland Haulage with in Phuket and Thailand
Malgrwide

® Packing Services

* Household Removal Services (Phuket Thailand Natichwide
& Woadldwide)

® Worldwede and Thailand Nationwide Courier Service
® OME-STOP Saervices for Exhibition, Event & Convention Mallers
® Oiher Sendces: Warshousing, Shipping Agency, Yehichke &

Equipment Rental

Harme: Priuat Uiniversal Servca Co., Lid. =

Address: 24719 Moa 2, kassaltri Road, Rassada, P ;
Muang, Phuket 83000 Thailand g @

Contact:  Pomiip Kalejaamsn / Genaral Manager

Mo | 1-T37 3643 Ths Imsrmationsl

Tel: O7E Z36824-6, FIE322 Fax: 073 233827 Fraight

Ermail: puscof phuket kso.coth, puscoi@licsinfo.coth  Feraende Sesceton

Wislt us at:  www phukatiransport com

BUPA fl.ﬁ
Health Insurance
N ﬂi':ﬁ'uqun-m

40 concrete..20% ingenuiry
" Real 10year guarantee)
Nopiging.. Noleaks @& ="

chss-cmr enl smmmmy _;’:.*

1 Hvﬂrnmeraﬂr ;

g, -q..__ﬁ
: i' _ POOLS B 0
4 BUPA Health Insurance ™ Desjoyaux in Thalland il
Bangkok: Tel:+66 2 9889333 Fax:+66 2 9488118 Phuket Tel:-+66 76 263688 Fax: +66 76 264023
ﬁ";*:fﬁg. Phangnga R, T. Taladyai Krabi: Tel-+66 75 624553 Fax: +66 75 624554 Chiang Mai: Tel:+66 53 283901-2 Fax:+66 53 202859
& Muang. Fhi % BI000 | Hatyai: Tel:+66 74 262934-5 Faoc+66 74 262936 Samui; Tel: + 66 77 247588-0 Fax:+66 77 427256
Tel- 076 355 B15-7 ¥ www,desjoyauwcasia.com
Fax. 076 355 814 @&
-mail: phuket@buepa coth R ) "
e i See [SSUES ¢~ ANSWERS at www. phuketgazette.net
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