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FREE AT LAST!

By Gazette Staff

RANONG: “The Ranong 12", a
group of 12 foreign tourists ar-
rested on the morning of Febru-
ary 8 for overstaying their visas,
werefinally set free onthemorn-
ing of Sunday, February 12.

During their five-day or-
deal they were forced to spend
two nightstrying to sleep on dirty
police cell floors and two more
nights locked up on buses dur-
ing overnight journeys to and
from Bangkok, where they were
sent to be processed for depor-
tation.

Among the detainees, who
included British, South Korean,
German, Vietnamese, French,
Italian and Swedish nationals, the
maximum overstay was just six
days.

The detainees were even-
tually spared deportation from
Bangkok following successful
negotiations between their em-
bassiesand top |mmigration offi-
cials in the capital. They were
then returned, still under deten-
tion, to Ranong, from wherethey
werefinally allowed to depart the
country under expulsion orders.

They then re-entered the
country as free men and women
on new tourist visas.

Here'sadiary of what hap-
pened:

DAY 1: WEDNESDAY. Thenight-
mare started when ateam of six
Highway Police and Tourist Po-
liceofficerswaved over thewell-
known “Big Bus’, an air-condi-
tioned double-decker bus that
makes daily “visa runs” to
Ranong.

The bus had reached Ka-
poe District, just 40 kilometers
from the Ranong Immigration
office, when it was pulled over
and its passengers checked for
visas and permit-to-stay stamps.

Chris Taylor with Benjamaporn Munsa, partner in Penphet Visa Run
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Co, on whose bus the Ranong 12 were traveling when arrested.

The 12 passengers who had
overstayed were then separated
from the other 26 passengerson
board, who were allowed to con-
tinue on their visarun.

The 12 were forced to
squat in the back of a police
truck, and taken through the mid-
day heat with sirenshlaringtothe
Immigration office in Ranong.
There, the group spent an hour
in the parking lot before being
returned to Kapoe, where they
were locked up together in a
single Kapoe District Police Sta-
tion cell to await ahearing at the
Ranong Provincial Courthouse.

DAY 2: THURSDAY. Jutarat
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Now opening at Ka

Payonchart, an employee of
Phenpet Co Ltd, which runsthe
visa run service, informed the
Gazette of the arrest. Speaking
from the Ranong courthouse in
the afternoon, she said she felt
police had overreacted in incar-
cerating the visa runners.

“Why did they haveto keep
them overnight in a cell? These
aren’'tillegal alienstryingto hide
out in the country,” she said.

Speaking from his prison
cell, one of the detainees, 31-
year-old Australian Chris Taylor
told the Gazette: “On Tuesday |
went to [Phuket] Immigration
and said, ‘Thisisthe last day of
my visa, it expires tomorrow,

EOECEESTN Visarunners rel eased after four nights of fear

what should | do? andthey said,
‘Do avisaruntomorrow and pay
a 200-baht overstay [fine].’

“That’s exactly what |
[was doing], but then we get
pulled over by the Tourist Police
and Highway Police and they
make ahuge problemfor us,” he
said.

Justifying the arrests, Pol
Maj Songproad Sirikul, the new
head of the Ranong Tourist Po-
lice, told the Gazette that his of -
fice had received areport that a
business was assisting illegal
aliensby bringing themto Burma.
He said he ordered his men to
check into this and, when they
did, it turned out to be true.

“The police arrested them
because they broke the law,” he
said, while strenuously denying
alegations that the arresting of-
ficers asked for 5,000 baht from
each tourist in exchange for let-
ting them go.

“I think that’simpossible. |
can guaranteethat Tourist Police
officers did not ask for money
because we are not in trouble
[financially] and | constantly re-
mind them to not do that.”

The group spent the night
trying to sleep on the floor in a
cell at the Ranong Muang Dis-
trict Police Station.

DAY 3: FRIDAY. The Gazette
again contacts Chris Taylor, who
is dtill in custody and has just
learned heis to be deported.

“l can’'t believe what has
happened. They want to send us
to the Bangkok Detention Cen-
ter, from where they will deport
us to our home countries — al
because of a one-day overstay
[in my case].

It was our second night
sleeping on the dirty floor, with
mosquitoes. | am black and
brown from dirt.”

Continued on page 2
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Free after four nights of fear

From page 1

He said the group members
had beenled to believe they would
be released after paying 1,000-
baht fines at Ranong Court. That
didn’t happen.

“The public prosecutor told
usthat if we just admitted to the
Court what we did and paid a
1,000-baht fine, they would et us
go to Immigration and we could
complete our visatrip. We paid,
but when we got to Immigration
they fingerprinted us and said,
“You're being deported —imme-
diately’.”

The Australian said he felt
betrayed. “We sent money for the
tsunami problem. Welikethe Thai
people and want to visit — and
then we got sx+t on. We are part
of one of their tours, where ev-
eryone makes money. We spend
money in Phuket, wewant to stay
here. It's good for the economy,
good for everyone. And now we
arejust being sx+t on.

“We've been treated like
animalss, sleeping on the ground.
I’ ve never been locked up before
inal my life. It'sabsolutely dis-
gusting. You cannot trust the
Tourist Policeanymore. They are
supposed to be on our side, help-
ing us. But now they have gone
against us and made a big prob-
lem for us.”

Pol Capt Weerachai Phug-
kesorn of the Ranong Immigra-
tion Officetold the Gazette, “It's
true that if people arrive at our
office and have overstayed their
visas we just fine them 200 baht
per day of overstay. But it was
[another police division] that ar-
rested them, not us. If they hadn’t
been arrested, wewould havejust
fined them asusual.

“The case went to court,
where the judge rendered a de-
cision. They were sent to us by
thepoliceand we arejust follow-
ing theprovisionsof thelmmigra-

Ranong Police barred photography in their cells, but this grab from a
video, taken clandestinely, shows the Ranong 12 being visited by

friends.

tion Act by transferring them to
Bangkok for deportation,” Capt
Weerachai said.

After being kept in the cell
for most of theday, intheevening
the 12 werelocked into two mini-
buses supplied by Penphet Visa
Run Co for the long overnight
journey to the Immigration De-
tention Center in Bangkok. Al-
though exhausted, most find it
impossibleto deep.

DAY 4: SATURDAY. The detain-
eesarriveat thelmmigration De-
tention Center, wherethey spend
much of the day in cells, desper-
ately trying to contact their em-
bassies.

Many havestill been unable
to seep and find the food they
aregiveninedible.

At about 11 pm, they are
again locked up in the minibuses
and begin the overnight return
journey to Ranong. They will not
be deported from Bangkok after
all, but from Ranong.
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DAY 5: SUNDAY. The buses re-
turnto Ranong Immigration, from
where the detainees are finally
put on a boat and “deported” to
Burmaaround 9 am. After cross-
ing over to Victoria Point (Kaw
Thuang) and getting their entry
and exits stamps, they return to
Ranong Immigration, wherethey
are issued new visas.

On February 14, Janpen
Munsa, partner in the Penphet
Visa Run Co, told the Gazette
that the arrests were unprec-
edented in the company’s six-
year history and had hurt her
business, as former customers
now feared arrest if they used it.

“The company isregistered
as a visa run business, but they
arrested [our customers] —using
rude words and bad behavior,”
she said, adding that hersisjust
one of three companies provid-
ing the service.

“Why was our vehicle pull-
ed over and our overstayed cus-
tomers singled out for prosecu-
tion?’ she asked.

Anchal ee Praphut, owner of
AngelinaTravel and Tour Agen-
cy, who arranged the visatour for
one of the overstays, said the
whole episode had sullied the
reputation for the Tourist Police
— adding that they had to plead
with the police to allow two of
the group who were diabetic to
begiveninsulin shots, which they
had to pay for themselves.

Ranong Governor Mekin
Methawikul, who was informed
of theissue by K. Anchaleg, told
the Gazette that he had sent a
formal request to the head of the
Ranong Tourist Police for are-
port about the incident.

He said that the Tourist Po-
lice Chief told him that there had
been cases of foreignersusing the
visa runs to smuggle ya bah
(methamphetamine) into the
country from Burma, so his staff
needed to check foreigners on
visaruns carefully.

As Tourist Police do not
have the authority to stop mov-
ing vehicles, they called on the
Highway Police for assistance.

Another bus on a visa run
that followed shortly thereafter
was allowed to pass by because
policedid not want to create traf-
fic congestion, the Governor
guoted Mg Songproad as saying.

The Governor added that, as
the arresting officers were low-
level police, it was unredlistic to
expect them to be able to com-
municatewell in English.

“1t should be the tour com-
pany staff who speak English
who should have explained to the
tourists about what wasgoing on,”
he said.

“1 admit this type of thing
has never before happened in
Ranong and | havetold the Tour-
ist Police to prevent this kind of
thing from happening [again].
Still, I think the officersdid their
jobs according to procedure,” he
said. Editorial: page 24.
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Patong porn
peddlers

pinched

PATONG: An undercover team
from Kathu Police Station led by
Pol Maj Serm Kwannimitra
raided two VCD outletsopposite
the Patong Tourist Police office
on Thaweewong Rd.

They arrested two people
and confiscated some 5,000 ob-
scene VCDs.

Thealleged offenderswere
Nattaporn Sornram, 33, and
Jirawit Nonthapanthawat, also
33, both Phuket natives.

They were found to be in
possession of 2,000 and 3,000
V CDs respectively. Both were
nabbed while selling their wares
toforeigntourists.

Police said that the offend-
ers both confessed that they had
sold risqué moviesfor years, add-
ing that foreign tourists made up
the largest part of their clientéle.

They were charged with
possession of obscene material
with intent to sell.

Well-known
Phuket figure
diesaged 76

PHUKET CITY: Well-known
Phuket figure Pracha Tantawanij
died on February 6 in Vachira
Phuket Hospital after a short ill-
ness. He was 76 years old. A fu-
neral was conducted on Febru-
ary 12 at Wat Kosit Wiharn in
Phuket City.

K. Prachawas born on Sep-
tember 27, 1929, one of seven
children of Yuee and Lucy Tan-
tawanij, in the Chinpracha Man-
sion on Krabi Rd, the house
where helived hisentirelife.

He made his money from
tin mining, but in recent decades
was known in Phuket chiefly for
his collection of antiques, which
wereon display inthe Chinpracha
Mansion, a classic Sino-Portu-
guese home.

Hewelcomed into hishome
anyone interested in learning
about the history and culture of
Thai-Chinese peoplein southern
Thailand. The house itself has
also served as a place to learn
about Sino-Portuguese building
techniques and the preservation
of antiquities.

K. Prachaissurvived by his
wife Jaroonrad “Daeng”’ Tanta-
wanij and two sons, Prajak and
Khang.
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Promthep wind power prOJ ect stalled

LAEM PROMTHEP: A ban on structures
taller than eight meters at Laem Promthep,
Phuket’spremier sunset tourist attraction, has
stalled construction of three 50m-tall wind
turbines, each to cost 40 million baht.
Ong-ad Thanachanmongkol, Chief of
the Phuket office of the Ministry of Natural
Resourcesand Environment, said recently that
he must first obtain the go-ahead for the
project from his superiorsin Bangkok.
“Theareawhere Egat [Electricity Gen-
erating Authority of Thailand ] wantsto build
the new wind turbines is zoned, with build-
ings restricted to no more than eight meters

inheight,” hesaid.

Thanat Kunaruk, Chief of the Wind &
Solar Development Department at Egat’sAl-
ternative Energy Development Division, told
the Gazette, “Egat has been studying the ef-
fectiveness of wind turbines at Laem
Promthep for along time. Thissite hasstrong
winds; it isvery suitablefor wind turbines.”

approved.

lon,” hesaid.

He added that the
Rawa Tambon Admin-
istration Organization
(OrBorTor) waswilling |
toapprovetheconstruc- |
tion of the towers, but
only if the Environmen-
tal Impact Assessment
(EIA) for the project is

K. Thanat explain-
ed that Egat filed the
EIA for the project at twice as tall.
the end of January. “If the province does not
approve [the installation of the turbines at]

“Each wind tur- i
bine uses land area of
only 10m by 10m. It'sa
small space; it'snot [the
same as| abuilding, it's
the same as a power py-

The big windmill above Nai Harn Beach
is already a familar landmark in Phuket.
Now Egat wants to add three more

Laem Promthep, we will
need to find another suit-
able location in another
provinceto go ahead with
| thisproject.”

Amnua Yosawasu-
wisut, an electrical engi-
neer at Egat’s Promthep
Alternative Energy De-
velopment Station, ex-
plained that the new tur-
bines will each have the
capacity to produce 750
kw of power per hour.

He added that the
existing 24-meter wind
turbine, which contributes
to Phuket'smaingrid, and
the smaller turbines that
power the Egat research

station at the cape, were built before the 8m
limit on buildingscameinto force.

Moves to make
Patong Beach
‘more orderly’

PATONG: Vice-Governor Wora-
pot Ratthasima has been ap-
pointed chairman of acommittee
charged with cleaning up Patong
Beach and ensuring that beach
operators are regulated.

Committee member and
Patong Municipality Chief Ad-
ministrative Officer Poonsak
Naksena said that the known 55
renters of beach chairs and um-
brellas have until by February 24
to tidy up the layout of their
2,300-odd umbrellas and beach
chairs so that the beach can be
cleared of peoplequickly in case
of another tsunami.

Inaddition, by February 24,
each beach chair and umbrella
renter, aswell asevery masseuse
working on the beach, must reg-
ister with Patong Municipality
and obtain alicense.

Patong Municipality will al-
locate a zone for each to operate
within. The license will have to
be renewed each year.

Kathu Police Superinten-
dent Pol Lt Col Teeraphol Thip-
jaroen said, “We have been hav-
ing difficulty controlling the
problems at Patong Beach be-
cause we cannot continually
check the beach, and the opera-
tors move back each time after
we check.”

Col Teeraphol added, “We
should also register and limit the
number of tuk-tuk drivers in
Patong and give them uniforms.
Furthermore, | could lecture the
driverson ethical behavior.”
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ungceylon white
knight unmasked

By Anongnat Sartpisut

PHUKET CITY: The mystery
white knight who has ridden to
the rescue of the Jungceylon
project was revealed on Febru-
ary 9 asReal Estate Capital Asia
Partners (Recap), a private rea
estateinvestment fund owned by
US and Singaporean interests.

Recap is a Cayman Is-
lands-registered 50:50 joint ven-
ture between the Baupost Group
of Boston, Massachusetts, and
Singapore’s City Developments
Ltd.

It was set up in 2004 with
capital of US$220 million (8.8 bil-
lion baht) to make “investments
inreal estate-related assets, port-
folios and companiesin selected
marketsin Asia’.

Recap was an investor in
the 2003 revival of the former
Sofitel Riverside Hotel, avictim
of the 1997 Asian economic cri-
sis. The 32-floor, 550-room hotel
reopened late last year as the
Millennium Hilton Hotel .

Theidentity of theinvestor
was revealed at a media confer-
ence called by Phuket Provincial
Court Chief Judge Samrarn Yo-
thayai, who has led months of
mediation to break the deadlock
that halted the project.

Tanit Rattana-Kamchai,
oneof thetwo original mgjor part-
ners in Jungceylon, confirmed

that the project will get going
again now that the other major
partner, Manit Udomkunnatum,
has sold his 53% share in Jung-
ceylon’s operating company,
Phuket Square Co.

He declined to say how
much of his share K. Manit had
sold to Recap, and how much to
other investors, but did reveal that
the“leading administrator” of the
board of Phuket Square will be
MR Chatumongkol Sonakul, a
former Governor of the Bank of
Thailand.

K. Tanit said that construc-
tion of Jungceylon is 80% com-
plete and discussions have al-
ready reopened with the main
contractor, Powerline, with the
aimof having themega-mall open
by November this year.

K. Tanit’s legal adviser,
Sompob Wongchalor, said that
80% of the units in Jungceylon
had been booked by tenants. He

ASK KHUN WANIDA!

MOMMA DUCK

Problems with an extra-marital affair?
Questions about Thai culture?
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Read her advice in the
Phukef Gazette

Fax 076-213971
or email
momma@phuketgazette.net

had had discussed the futurewith
“20 to 30" of these, and all till
want to movein. Their only con-
cern was when they could do so.

He added that Jungceylon
is currently valued at 2.9 billion
baht, and that afurther 1.1 billion
baht will be needed to complete
the project, making a total of 4
billion baht.

K. Sompob said that the
mediation to resolve the Jung-
ceylon deadlock had taken along
time not because the dispute be-
tween the partners was difficult
to resolve, but because there
were many small details to iron
out in order to protect the inter-
ests of tenants.

K. Tanit thanked Judge
Samrarn. “Themediator needsto
understand both sides, and to be
very patient,” he said. Because
of Judge Samrarn and his col-
leagues, he added, Jungceylon
would soon be back on track.”
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printing
of ‘Guide
distributed

PHUKET: The second printing of
the 2006 Gazette Guide, Phu-
ket's English-language “Yellow
Pages’, isnow on the shelves at
bookshops, bakeries, coffee
shops and other outlets around
Phuket, Khao Lak and Krabi.

Guestroom copies have al-
ready been distributed to Phu-
ket's leading hotels and resorts.

The new Gazette Guide has
3,115listingsin 465 pages— mak-
ing it 11% larger than last year's
Guide.

In total, 5,253 phone num-
bers, 2,558 email addresses and
1,772 websites are listed.

Following the tsunami, the
Khao Lak and Phi Phi sections
of the Guide have been com-
pletely rebuilt.

The price of the new Ga-
zette Guide is unchanged from
previous years, at 140 baht a
copy.
It isavailable for purchase
at theoutletslisted in the Gazette
website at www.phuketgazette.
net/guide/vendors2006

Bulk ordersof thedirectory
(for guesthouses, clubs, associa-
tions, etc) are available at dis-
counts. Delivery of orders of 10
or more copiesisfree of charge.
Email guide@phuketgazette.net
for details.
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eil Cumming, Manag-

ing Director of Asia

Web Direct Co and its

online hotel booking
service Phuket.Com, says that
for thelimited market segment his
service catersto —fully indepen-
dent travelers (FITs) — business
continuesto grow.

Asked about advanced
booking for the remainder of Feb-
ruary through till May, he pref-
aced his comments by saying,
“Our figures reflect a relatively
small part of the overall Phuket
tourist market. We promote
around 200 or so hotels and only
produce avery small percentage
of their occupancy. All we can
seeisthat our market isgrowing
a around a 40% [annual rate].”

Booking trends by national
groups have not changed signifi-
cantly at Phuket.Com, which con-
tinues to target Europeans and
Australians, prosperous couples
from Southeast Asia and expats
based in the region. All of these
groups are booking over the
Internet in much bigger numbers
than before, he said.

“We think we will see
around a 75% year-on-year in-
crease for that period compared
with 2005, and a40% to 50%in-
crease compared with 2004,” he
said.

Mr Cumming does not see
the cancelation of so many direct
flights to Phuket as a major bar-

The monthsto come;

Most players in Phuket's tourism industry are
pleased with the island’s post-tsunami recovery,
particularly the return to near-normal hotel
occupancy rates this high season.
Despite this performance, there have been

rumors that bookings figures for the upcoming
months are not looking quite so healthy.

Here, some leading players in the industry speak

with Gazette writers about current trends — and
what they expect in the months to come.

rier to growth in his market seg-
ment.

“It'sno problem ... our re-
gional visitors have even more
selectionwith Tiger, AirAsiaand
other low-cost carriers. Europe-
anstraveling FIT usually go via
Bangkok or Singapore. Austra-
liansare usually passing through
on the way to Europe, so they
stopover en-route from the same
two hubs,” he said.

Onetrend he hasnoticed is
that more travelers are waiting
until the last minute to book — a
fact Asia Web Direct has taken
advantage of with its second ho-
tel booking site, Latestays.Com

“Booking onthat siteisrun-

ning at more than 100% up on
2004; our lead-time for normal
advance bookings is averaging
less than three weeks.
“Secondly, special offersare
attracting nearly all the business.
Those properties that are main-
taining original ratesand waiting
for business to return are still
waiting. Finaly, whenever aprop-
erty that normally quotes “+++"
rates, [partial ratesthat don’t in-
clude taxes and service charges]
also makes an offer quoted in net
rates[ie: inclusiveof al taxesand
service charges], the latter out-
sells the former by three to one.
| think that this is partly due to
the fact that there are scores of
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websites selling Phuket hotelsand
all of them, except us, quote net
rates, so the Internet booker is
being exposed to open and
straightforward dealsrather than
rates with hidden charges added
on later,” he said.

Mr Cumming was proud of
his company’s efforts in restor-
ing confidencein the tsunami-af-
fected region.

“Many hundreds of viewers
wrote heart-warming messages
of support, often requesting ad-
ditional shots of specific areas,
people and properties — and all
promising to return. Over 4,000
images make up our tsunami gal-
lery now and showcase the cour-
age, efforts, hope and eventual
triumph of the people of Phuket.
They also clearly illustrate our
message that ‘Phuket is better
than ever!”

“Moving on, in partnership
with local hotels, we have vigor-
ously promoted special offers,
publicized re-openings... and
lifted our * destination” marketing
efforts to unprecedented efforts.
We first saw a turnaround as
early as May and are now see-
ing increases of more than 40%,
year-on-year. We are proud to
say that 2005 was our most suc-
cessful year.

“In practice, the work we
did last year produced great re-
sults and we see no sign of that
diminishing. Indeed, theincrease
showsevery sign of continuing,”
he said.

Phuket I nter national Air-
port (PIA) Director Sq Ldr
Pornchai Eua-ar eetold the Ga-
zette there was a 100% increase
inthe number of flightsduring the
Chinese New Year period in
2006, compared with 2005.

“Whilethat'sstill down 11%
compared with the Chinese New
Year in 2004, it'sstill agood per-
formance,” he said.

An increase in charter
flights was offsetting losses re-
lated to the axing of scheduled
flights, hesaid.

“We are happy that there
has been an increase in the num-
ber of charter flights from Eu-
rope, especially Scandinavia —
which is sending more boarding
students here than ever. We have
also been seeing an increase in
the number of charter flightsfrom
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Hong Kong and [South] Korea
since October 2005,” he said.

Sg/Ldr Pornchai said the
increasein charter flightspainted
aoptimistic picturefor thefuture,
“Solong asall stakeholders par-
ticipatein maintaining Phuket as
ahigh-quality destination.”

Wolfgang Meusburger,
GM of theHoliday Inn Resort in
Patong, said that he expects —
based on current bookings — oc-
cupancy of 85% in February,
with adip to 70% in March be-
foreclimbing to 80% inApril.

“If we look at the current
booking trend, thesituationislike
this: most travel agencies book
very late... before, people made
bookingssix to seven monthsbe-
fore they arrived. Now people
book only a week or two in ad-
vance,” he said.

“But Holiday Inn is quite
satisfied with our business; it's
much better than we thought.
What we seeis that most of our
customers have been here be-
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a health check for tourism

Patong Beach could
hardly be described as
‘jammed with people’,
but things could be a
lot worse.

fore. They are all coming back,
so we had a very good January,
with occupancy at over 90%,” he
sad.

“Anything is better than
2005. It' salittlebit lessthan 2004,
but we can’'t expect business to
come back 100% so soon after
thetsunami. Still, wearevery sat-
isfied; it is much better than we
expected,” he said, adding that
Europe and Australia remained
the hotel’smain source of guests.

“We have some Asian
guests, but this segment is slow-
er ... apart of the problem may
be that they have been having
difficulty finding flights,” hesaid.

Despite Phuket’s revival,
security issues continue to be a
concern, he said.

“Big international compa-

The premier

nies are still worried about the
situation in the [Deep] South;
there are travel warnings saying
that Phuket might be a target.

Let'ssay you' reabig com-
pany, like American Express or
DHL. If thereisan official travel
advisory [on a US government
website] they will not risk send-
ing touriststo Phuket, becauseif
something happens they will be
held responsible. Such travel
warnings are very negative.

“But | think the second big
problem is the flights situation.
Many people want to come, but
therearenot enough flightsavail-
able.

“1 think the hotel industry
was quite angry when Thai Air-
ways said it was canceling its
Sydney-Melbourne-Phuket ser-

usury villa Tesidence
in lq':I hleE‘t LOW N

vice. We also used to have direct
flights from Japan; they are not
back and we have no direct flights
from Hong Kong. We all feel the
national carrier should be doing
more to promote Phuket.”

“Our business from Hong
Kong is down by about 80%.
Having to fly here via Bangkok
or Singapore increases travel
time from three hours to six or
seven, causing many Hong Kong
residents to choose another des-
tination to which they can fly to
direct.

“If wedtill had direct flights,
I think businessfrom Hong Kong
would be back to about 80% of
the pre-tsunami rates, but now it
is only about 20%. The Austra-
lian market is less of a problem
because a lot of people can still

fly to Singapore or to Bangkok.
So, it really depends on each
market,” he said.

Equally varied are the per-
formancesof individual hotelsin
Phuket, he said.

“I think if you talk to 10 ho-
tel managers, you will hear some
hotel managers, like me, saying
that they arevery happy. But you
will aso hear some hotel manag-
ers who says business is very,
very bad. At the moment, | think
hotels that have been here for
many years and have established
long-term relationshipswith travel
agencies are doing better. But if
you open acompletely new hotel
thiswinter, | think it will bevery,
very hard,” he concluded.

Siripakorn Cheawsa-
moot, Assistant Director of
TAT’ sRegion 4 Officein Phuket,
said booking information he had
received for April looked good,
especially from Europe, Austra-
liaand Russia.

“Currently [South] Koreais
a major source of tourists with
both direct and charter flights
available, though the number of
arrivals was expected to tail off
after the number of flights de-
creases in March,” he said.

He added that hotel occu-
pancy in mid-February averaged
at about 80% across the island,
and the TAT plans to attract in-
centivegroupsfrom Indiaand the
Middle East during the “green
season” that starts May 1.

Phuket Tourist Associa-
tion President Pattanapong
Aikwanich described the Febru-
ary-April outlook as* so-so”, with
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the number of European arrivals
expected to taper off after March
as spring arrives on that conti-
nent.

Advanced booking figures
are less reliable now because,
with 35,000 roomstofill, tourists
are less worried about finding a
room and are not booking as far
in advance, he said.

“1 hope that from the start
of the school break inmid-March,
we will see more Thai tourists
coming to Phuket — we plan to
work together with tourism busi-
nessesto come up with packages
that will attract them,” he said.

Phuket offers better value-
for-money on hotelsin the 1,000-
baht-per-night-and-under range
than Chiang Mai, Pattaya or
Samui, he added.

He noted that he expects
overall occupancy in 2006 to be
about 60%, down from about
70% before the tsunami. Peak
high-season occupancy ratesthis
year werea so down dightly from
the 90% average before the tsu-
nami, he added.

“Low season this year will
probably be lower than in the
past, because we have been left
with just thedomestic market and
some regional markets, like
[South] Korea and Singapore af -
ter the cut in direct flights by
THAL.” (See aso First Person,
page 25.)

K. Pattanapong noted that
in addition to adrop in arrivals,
globa economic trends had re-
sulted in many tourists taking
shorter holidaysand spending less
when they do travel.

WOLIT OAVEL i
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Recent weddings in Phuket

Yumiko Toda and
Junya Toda from
Japan celebrated
their wedding at
the Laguna
Wedding Chapel,
Cherng Talay, on
February 6.
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Wannee Saengwarn and " -

Pantirat Nongwatwere [#} : ; ’
married in Phra Pitak Grand {
Ballroom at The Metropole

hotel, Phuket City, on
January 22

Growing painsinthe
B30 medical scheme

PRACHIN BURI: Admirers of
the government’s 30-baht medi-
cal scheme may wishto consider,
after reading the following,
whether reform is necessary.

Prachinburi resident Cha
luay Pantam, 37, has watched
with increasing alarm over the
last two yearsasaping pong ball-
sized lump on his right shoulder
grew into aQuasimodo-like hump
“weighing more than 20 kilo-
grams.”

Inthe meantime, theformer
milk deliveryman — who lives
with hislive-ingirlfriend, Mantana
Pensuri, 49, in atin shack in
Tambon Koolampan — has be-
come nearly incapacitated.

“It'saterribleimpediment,”
he said, “I can no longer work
because it's impossible to stand
up for morethan 15 minutes. The
pain is such that | have to take
10tablets of paracetamol aday.”

To take up the slack, K.
Mantana, 49, has taken over the
daily milk runs. “1 earn 120 baht
a day,” she explained. “It's
scarcely enough to pay for hos-
pital expenseseach day. Over the
past two years we' ve had to sell
everything to pay for treatment.
Now we're destitute.”

What kind of treatment has
K. Chaluay received?According
to the couple, they have been to
hospitals in Prachin Buri, Chon
Buri and Bangkok —all tono avail.

“No doctor hasbeen ableto
answer thequestion, ‘What isthis
strange growth on my shoulder

and how canit betreated?” said
K. Chaluay.

The hump has grown omi-
nously and quickly: it is60 centi-
meters long — from his shoulder
to hiswaist —andis40 cm round.

“It's the size of a soccer
ball,” noted a reporter from the
vernacular newspaper, Kom
Chad Luek.

K. Mantana’s desperate
written appeals for help, to the
newspaper and to TV show
BaanLekTiHa, finally brought the
couple’splight to public notice.

“l just want the relevant
government agency, or perhaps
some good-hearted person, to
help with the cost of treatments,”
sheexplained.

A doctor at the prestigious
Chulalongkorn medical center
wasfamiliar with Chaluay’s case:
“He camein for treatment and a
samplewasexcised for anaysis,”
a newspaper reporter was told
uponinquiry, “but K. Chaluay re-
fused to undergo surgery — why,
we don’'t know.

“But if he'd like to begin
treatment anew, Chulalongkorn
Hospital is happy to accept him;
he'san old patient of ours. How-
ever, the conditionisnow too far
gone to treat with surgery.”

The issue of how it will be
treated was not addressed — but,
whatever happens, K. Chaluay
will probably face it with equa-
nimity; his name means*“ species
of graceful meditators.”

Source: Kom Chad Luek

WARNING: SELLING ALCOHOL TO PERSONS UNDER 18 YEARS OLD IS ILLEGAL

When the tafte if perfed,
/T can be the fiart of a_friendfiip.
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Students head uphill to safety during the Kamala tsunami drill.

Kamala school
tries out tsunami

evacuation plan

KAMALA: The Asian Disaster
Preparedness Center (ADPC) is
setting up community evacuation
plansin eight provinces of Thai-
land to prevent lossof lifein case
of future tsunamis.

The ADPC launched its
project with the evacuation of
some 415 students during a tsu-
nami drill at Racha Prachanukro
36 School (formerly Baan Ka-
mala School) on February 3.

Dr Bhichit Rattakul, Senior
Adviser of the Asian Disaster
Preparedness Center (ADPC),
said, “Thisis an opportunity for
the Kamala community, Ratcha
Prachanukro 36 School and Ka-
malaOrBor Tor [ Tambon Admin-
istration Organization] to work
together, especially when evacu-
ating the area.

“The school has its own
evacuation plan. At first, students
will bemovedtoalocationinfront
of theschool. After that, the com-
munity will help to evacuatethem,
providing first aid and giving in-
structions, while the police will
control traffic.”

School Director Preecha
Puenrak explained that initialy
the school will have onedrill per
semester —or twiceayear. “How
often we have evacuation drills
will depend on factorssuch asthe
frequency and severity of earth-

guakes[intheregion]. The more
frequent or the more severe they
are, the more often we will have
drills,” heexplained.

However, Dr Bhichit had
reservations about whether an
evacuationwould run assmoothly
as the drill if the tsunami alarm
sounded agenuinewarning. “We
don’tknow if policeresponsetime
would bequick enoughinthe case
of areal tsunami. Today wasjust
a drill and people had warning
that the evacuation would take
place,” he said.

That said, Similar evacuation
plans are to be set up in Phang
Nga, Krabi, Ranong, Satun,
Trang, Surat Thani and Nakhon
Sri Thammarat, he explained.

“We don’t want evacua-
tion plans to be set up by the
government alone, because if
thevillagershave no part in set-
ting up the plan it will not last
long. But thistimethe villagers
drew the map themselves and
made the plan themselves. And
asthey are the ‘owners’ of this
plan, it will remain in their
minds,” he said.

Dr Bhichit added that the
Phuket Provincia office of the
Department of Disaster Preven-
tionand Mitigationwill berespon-
siblefor ensuring tsunami evacu-
ationdrillsareheld in thefuture.
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ere'sariddle for you:
What takes seven
daysto go up but only
three to come down?
The answer is what’s known in
thebuildingtradeasa*“ relocatable
modular building”, more com-
monly known as a prefab.

Rel ocatable homesare pop-
ular in Australia and New Zea-
land, where some families have
to keep moving from place to
place. For those people, having a
house that can actually go with
them is avaluable asset.

The concept couldn’t be
simpler; dense polyester-filled
galvanized steel panels ot into
frames and are then clipped to-
gether with windows, doors and
fittings dlotting in later. And, of
course, the process can be re-
versed if need be. Because the
panels are insulated, the result-
ing house is easy to keep cool.

But what doesthismean for
Phuket? At Safeway, opposite
Wat Chalong on Chao Fa West
Rd, Scot-turned-Aussie Gordon
Adamson has a construction and
storage company on the old
Thunderbird Garage site, from
which he has been supplying
relocatable cabins and offices,
and mobile toilets for construc-
tionsites.

Mobiletoiletsfor construc-
tion sites? Don't construction
workerssimply head for the near-
est bushes? “Construction has
gone upmarket,” smiles Gordon.
“Developers like to do things
properly and want on-sitetoilets.”

So what are the advantages
of relocatable homes, Gordon's
latest venture? Well, the design
isflexibleenoughtoalow it tobe
tailored to meet customers’
needs, the homes are easily as-
sembled and disassembled, they
are termite-proof and fire-retar-
dant, no heavy digging or lifting
equipment is required and they
are amost maintenance-free.

Relocatables can be used
as shops, medical units, class-
rooms, on-site sales offices, as-
sembly halls, art studios — you
nameit.

The home that gives
that extra mobility

Gordon Adamson W|th one of the relocatable homes at the Safeway yard near Wat Chalong.

And here's the big advan-
tage: they’'re great value for
money. The 80-square-meter
model —all the units available at
Safeway are manufactured lo-

cally to Australian standards —
can be yours for about 570,000
baht — cheaper per square meter
than the most basic Thai-style
house.

The new three-bedroomed
home can be constructed in just
seven days, ready for you to
movein.

Andwhenyour lease on the
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land runs out, just pack up your
house and moveit.

For more information, contact:
GM Safeway at 26/4 Moo 6
Chao Fa West Rd (opposite Wat
Chalong). Tel: 076-281283, 01-
8924804, 01-1251873, 01-
0914162. Fax: 076-281283. E-
mail: intrade@phuket.ksc.co.th
or see www.safewayphuket.com

Expert Property Advice

= Sales (land & property)
* Consultancy

* Rentals

* Estate management

* Rental management

* Relocation advice

* Maintenance, repairs &

construction
L ocal knowledne
Global presence

076 239944 / 01 893 3434

info@lynxmgmt.com
www.phuket-villas.com
www.phuket-homes.com




February 18 - 24, 2006

PHUKET GAZETTE

9

GET YOURS NOW!

3,115 listings like these:

Kasikorn Bank - Phuket Town
14 Phang-nga Road

T. Taladyai, A. Muang

Phuket B3000

e-mail: infoi@kasikombank.com
www.kasikombank.com

21390374
Fax: 213561

- Tilleke & Gibbins
W INTIESSTHINAL FIRE

royal phuketmaring corr

The Business & Entertainment Directory Iﬂllﬁ
—— Phuket * Phang-nga * Krabi « Phi Phi » Koh Samui™=—=

Thailand Tattler

Home Pro

Lotus Complex, Bypass Rd
T. Rasada, A. Muang
Phiuket 83000

e-mail: Kittipongji@homepro.co.th
www. homepro.co.th

2551384
01-B751701
Fax: 255188

Spectator Magazine

SFX Coliseum Cinema

Jrd Floor, Central Festival Phuket
Bypass Road, Muang

Phuket 83000

e-mail: webmaster@sfcinemacity.com

209000

Wine

Award of Excellence

www.sfcinemacity.com
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Gazette Guide

Thailamnd's Best Restauranis 2002374758 * Time Magazine
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Te Divang Exprisrce
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Asin Pacific Restaurant of the Year™

456 pages - 5,253 phone numbers * 2,558 email addresses + 1,772 websites
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On the shelves at

41 Minimart, ai enirance to Laguna Phuket
A-Ome Market Place (opposite Police Stn), Chalong
Bay Mini Mart, Kamala Beach

Boakstore at Robinsons, Phuket Town

Deli Supermarket, Patong Beach

Dok Ya Bookstore, Phuket Town

Don's Café, Rawai

Iwerm's Place, Phuket Town

Flints-Ome Bakery — British Int'l School, Koh Kaew
Gift Shop - kata Beach Resort, Phuket Town

Gilt Shop — Novotel Phuket Resort, Kalim Beach
LL.C. Language School, Chalong Circle

Julapan Bookstore, Chalong Circle

K. Supermarket, Karon

K.L. Mart, Rawai

kanda Bakery, Phuket Town

kata Pharmacy, Kata Center

Koh Kaew Supermarket, Baoat Lagoon

M & G Star Mart (Caltex station), Kathu
Ma Nop Bookstore, Patong

Mai Indra Bookstore, Phuket Town

Mai Indra in Black Canyon, Phuket Town
Phuket International Hospital, Bypass Road
R.Iv, Shop, Thalang

Rung Napa Supermarket, Chalong Circle
P.NS. Supermart, Rawai

Se-Ed Book Center, Big C Supercenter
Se-Ed Book Center, Tesco Lotus

Seng Ho Boukstore, Fhuket Town

Siam Daily, Mai Khao

Sin & Lee, Phuket Town

Sunrise Coffee House, Rawai

Taurus Travel, Patong

The Bakery & Fresh Juice Bar, Boat Lagoon
Thie Books - Phuket Town, Phukei Road
The Circle Cafe, Phuket Town

Top Ten Supermarket, Phuket Town

Used Books, Chalong

Whispering Cock, at entrance to Laguna Phuker
Yacht Haven ! Haven Restanrant, Mai Khao
Yacht Haven Marina Office, Mai Khao
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FROM_THE
GULF OF

THAILAND

By Barry Singleton

mbat Somwang, head of

the Samui Municipality

fice’'sServicing Unit—

he department charged

with monitoring industrial waste

on the island — has announced

that severefineswill beimposed

on businesses that allow sewage

or dirty water to run into the sea
or onto publicland.

Histeam will take samples
from public areas and teststhem
in the lab for BOD (biological
oxygen demand) levels.

The safe limit is 20 milli-
gramsper liter of water, and fines
onpolluterswill beleviedonaris-
ing scalein accordance with how
much over thelimit the pollution
is, it was announced.

For example, where pollu-
tion levels are found to be twice
the official limit, businesses will
befined up to 10,000 baht. If the
waste levels are between two
and four times the limit, the fine
will up to 50,000 baht. Up to
seven timesthe limit will incur a
fine of up to 100,000 baht, while
those companies that produce
waste that reaches 10 times the
official limit will facefinesof up
to 200,000 baht.

Pollution of freshwater and
seawater is becoming a serious
problem in and around Samui,
where few hotels treat their
wastewater effectively.

The recent introduction of
sewage treatment plants in two
places has helped the situation,
but now the authorities want to
make surethat companiesusethe
facilitiesby disposing of their sew-
age and wastewater in arespon-
sibleway.

DREAM HOME
SEARCH

THEN CALL
THE EXFERTS.
HOLMES 4 HOMES!

Call Gary at Tel: (4-0568420
o email:
salesia garysholmes-associates.com
www. garvsholmes-associates.com

Police officers, under renowned Police Inspector Bunma Geawlaiyat, prepare to go grab some dealers.

Crackdown on water
pollution announced

Coconut killing: Police on Janu-
ary 29 were called to a coconut
plantation not far from Samui Air-
port where they discovered the
body of Boonhiang Malichim, 45,
who wasfound dead at the wheel
of his car.

The victim had suffered a
gunshot wound to the right
temple, which killed himinstantly.
Hiswife, Mol Malichim, 40, was
found lying unconscious next to
thevehicle.

K. Mol later said that she
had been checking harvested co-
conutsin the back of the vehicle
while her husband waswaitingin
the cab when a man wearing
jeans, a checked shirt, a black
knitted hat and sunglasses rode
up on amotorcycle.

The man called out that he

was lost, but when he reached
their vehicle he attacked K. Mol
and shot her husband beforeflee-
ing the scene.

A man was later caught by
policein Chaweng in connection
with the shooting, and found to
bein possession of an unlicensed
weapon and ammunition.

Hedenied killing K. Boon-
hiang, but police are keeping him
in custody until K. Mol feels up
to confronting him and, possibly,
identifying him as her husband’s
murderer.

Power play: Samui’s Mayor,
Warakorn Ratanarak, has slam-
med those in charge of the
island’s power supply for failing
to provide an adequate service.
According to officias, the

Luxury
Within Reach...

# Dhrect Poal Access from THE 1.9M, Sea Views from THE £.0M (70% Bnancing an request])
= Lumsrinus 3-1 badroam condominiums with lairge open terraces Jup to Tmi), private plusge pook seailable
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Y hu?hht:ﬁ'ﬂm lurury hotels, goll courses, water sports and beackes
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local Municipality Office hasre-
peatedly requested a budget for
theinstallation of anisland-wide
village power supply, but the Pro-
vincial Electricity Authority
(PEA) — more accurately, the
Electricity Generating Public
Company Limited (EGCO), set
up asthefirst independent power
producer in Thailand, in 1992 —
has never managed to go beyond
the survey stage.

Upto 30Iocationson Samui
arestill without aregular electric-
ity supply, and repairs and up-
grades to village-level services
are infrequent.

K. Warakorn called on
Samui’s new District Chief to
look into the power problem, add-
ing that if the island is serious
about improvingitsinfrastructure
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and local people’squality of life,
the PEA will have to show more
commitment to doing itsjob.

Loud protest: A recently com-
pleted 2-million-baht project to
provide information via public
address systems in villages
around Koh Samui isrunning into
problemsbecauseit clasheswith
tourists' expectations of what a
tropical island paradise should
sound like.

The village media service
broadcastsdaily newsand public
information through loudspeakers
but resort owners in tourist
hotspots like Chaweng have al-
ready complained that the noise
disturbstheir guests.

Village leaders in Baan
Taling Ngam refused toinstall the
loudspeakers, and the Municipal-
ity Officeis now saying that the
project will haveto be monitored
for the first few months in order
to measure its value.

Grow up! Medical servicescon-
tinued toimprove and expand on
K oh Samui with therecent arrival
of psychiatrist Dr AntikaKlein at
the Samui Bangkok Hospital.

DrKleinisAmerican-Thai,
and thereforeableto treat patients
in both English and Thai. Sheis
an expert in panic disorders and
also provides general therapy.

Asked by alocal magazine
how she saw theisland in terms
of itspsychological development,
Dr Klein likened Samui to are-
belliousteenager with delinquent
tendencies.

Shesaid it lacked self-con-
trol and valued freedom above
responsibility, adding that theis-
land was in need of “parental
guidance”.

Samui’s “ personality prob-
lems” should be dealt with now
inorder to avoid problemsduring
“adulthood”, she said.

Drug dealers held: At the end
of last month, renowned Royal
Thai Police Inspector Bunma
Geawlaiyat arrived on Koh Samui
with a team of specially trained
officers to conduct undercover
operations aimed at reducing the
drug problem on theisland.

The team arrested one
heroin dealer and another man
supposedly dealing in cannabis
and amphetamines.

Thefirst operationinvolved
using one of the heroin dealer’s
customers, an addict known as
“Anan’, who was the bait in a
fake drug deal set up by phone.

Thepolicefollowed Ananto
the dealer’s house where they
searched and arrested a known
pusher, “Pratuang”, for posses-
sion and sale of narcotics.

A small amount of heroin
was found in the man’s pockets,
and a police sniffer dog later
found larger quantitiesaround the
house, much of it packed into
drinking straws ready for sale.

Inanother case, following a
similar sting operation, Inspector
Bunmaand histeam apprehended
Go Seng Yuso in possession of 20
amphetamine pillsand around 1.4
kilograms of marijuana.

The arrest was made after
what was described as a “dra-
matic” escape and road chase.
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Teenscan’t get enough online porn

esearch by the Thai
Health Promotion
Foundation and As-
sumption BusinessAd-
ministration College (Abac) re-
vealed that most Thai Internet
users start at the ages of 13-15,
and that many young users ac-
cess pornographic websites.

Thai Health Deputy Man-
ager Krissada Ruangareerat said
44.8% of parents do not know
what their children do when
online.

Theresearch, which polled
1,464 Internet users aged be-
tween 15 and 24, found 16% of
the teen respondents drank and
smoked while watching porno-
graphic pictures online. Another
16% masturbated and 5% had
Sex.

Among the 85% who said
they had used the I nternet to chat
with strangers. Of these, 28%
said they talked about sex and 2%
even dated strangersthey metin
cyberspace.

Sira Satji-janon, 19, of the
Thai Webmasters Association,
said he had found one girl who
had sex chats with a person who
eventually persuaded her toinstall
a webcam to see her naked.

“Then the girl started earn-
ing money by showing her naked
body over thewebcam andfinally
became a sex worker,” he said.

Strong leader: Prime Minister
Thaksin Shinawatra expressed a
willingnessto hold areferendum
to decide whether to rewrite the
Constitution, but refused to suc-
cumb to pressure from advocacy
groups.

“l am ready to amend the
Consgtitution but will not doitin
order to please two or threeindi-
vidualswho are dissatisfied with
certain provisions,” hesaid.

The Prime Minister said
Thailand had amended its char-
ter more frequently thanitslaws.
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Skydivers from 31 countries form a world-record 400-person free-fall formation above Udon Thani.
Forming the shape of a snowflake, the jump was organized in honor of the 60" anniversary of His
Majesty the King’s accession to the throne this year.

“Thai opinion makers are
never satisfied with charter pro-
visions,” he said, lamenting that
he came to power under existing
provisions designed for strong
leadership but was attacked for
being a strong leader.

Out of luck: A specia police unit
stormed arow of 10 commercial
buildingsin Bangkok’s Pratunam
area and arrested 262 gamblers.

Metropolitan Police Com-
missioner Lt Gen Thavornsak
Thepchatri said he led 60 offic-
ersinapre-dawn raid on theden,
which reportedly belongs to a
man hamed Paijit Thammarojpi-
nit, known as “Hia Por Pratu-
nam”. Suspects were detained at
the Crime Suppression Division.

During the raid, police
seized 152 million baht worth of

N GARDEM

i Giarden Villas

gambling chips, 538,810 baht in
cash, 1,000 decks of card, 200
dice, two slot machines, a safe
deposit box, four surveillance
cameras, five card-shuffling de-
vices, Hi-Lo materials, one
baccarat table, one banknote-
counting device and nearly 100
mobile phones. Police also seized
46 cars after the raid.
“Thisisthebiggest gambling
bust since the Taopoon gambling
raid last June, because this den
has been around for along time,
has alot of customers and deals
in many millions of baht aday,”
said Thavornsak, adding that the
raid took about amonth to plan.

Week off: Fearing for their
safety, teachers at 250 primary
schoolsinYaaProvince refused
to go to work for one week fol-

o the sands of Surin & Bangtao Beach

15 hMaobile - +8

lowing shooting attacks on five of
their colleagues.

Yala Teachers Federation
adviser Prasit Meksuwan said
Education Ministry officials in
Yala sEducation Region 1 agreed
to close all 250 primary schools
for one week while the security
situation is reassessed.

Four teachers at Baan Lue
Mu school were ambushed while
waiting for guardsto escort them
home. A fifth teacher was shot
on his way home. All survived.
Many teachersin the three south-
ernmost provinces have sought
transfers to other aress.

Snake in the gas: A snake
caused a leak at a Trans Thai
Malaysia Ltd (TTM) gas sepa-
ration plant in SongkhlaProvince
after it crawled into a liquefied

|76 27

petroleum gas (LPG) pipeline,
causing an electrical short-circuit,
acompany executive said.

The leakage occurred in
ChanaDistrict, at astation of the
Thai-Malay gas pipeline project,
and caused a brief scare among
motoriststraveling along theAsia
Highway.

Somchai Kooyai, Senior
Executive Vice-President of
TTM, said the accident did not
cause severe damageto the LPG
pipeline, but operationshad been
suspended so that a temporary
system test could be conducted.

The accident did not affect
the operations of the plant, he
added.

Teacher tribulations: A new
Education Ministry panel iscon-
sidering two plansfor employing
teachersin linewith the handover
of some schoolsto local adminis-
trative bodies. The ministry’sPer-
manent Secretary Khunying
Kasama Varawarn na Ayutthaya
said the panel will make a deci-
sion on February 27.

The first plan would allow
the ministry to employ theteach-
ers for three years, after which
they would haveto decidewheth-
er to leave the ministry.

If they did, they would be
ableto retain their teaching jobs
at their current schools. If not,
they would haveto moveto other
schools still under the ministry’s
control.

The alternative, which has
yet to be finalized, would either
allow teachersto remain with the
ministry indefinitely or givethem
a five-year grace period after
which they would have to renew
their employment with the minis-
try every year.

Around the Nation news round-
up is sourced from the pages
of The Nation and Kom Chad
Luek newspapers.

on the Andaman Sea

0 E-mail - seles@surmhill.com
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obiesarefish, andlike

many of their terres-

trial relatives, they like

to fight. This makes
them interesting to observe, not
least because some species,
mudskippersfor example, dotheir
fighting on land. But that alone
doesn’t make them easy to fully
comprehend. Indeed, as it hap-
pens, understanding the goby isa
fight inwhich Man hasyet to tri-
umph.

It'sasmall fish—most spe-
ciesof goby areonly alittlelarger
than your index finger —but that's
only part of what makes their
study such a challenge.

Prof Daniel PLindstrom, the
author of numerous treatises on
gobies, has occupied the better
part of his adult lifein trying to
overcome that challenge. To a
larger extent than most, he has
succeeded, but it hasn’t always
been easy.

A signal impediment isthe
simple fact that it's hard to get
down and dirty with vastly differ-
ent species. Their words of love
are differently perceived; their
psychology apprehended only
with difficulty, and the effort fre-
guently unrewarding.

Gobies are tremendously
fruitful. They breedinthebillions,
but they are not a commercial
catch. You don't get into goby
research for its get-rich-quick
potential. Yet Prof Lindstrom,
whountil last year coordinated the
coastal and marine resources
graduate program at the Univer-
sity of Hawalii’s prestigious Ha-
waii Institute of Marine Biology,
has largely made a career of it.

Pursuit of gobioid demysti-
fication has brought him fromthe
famous Marine Biological Labo-
ratory at WoodsHole, Massachu-
setts, to the Philippines, to the
University of Hawaii —and, yes,
even to the private lab of the
Emperor of Japan.

Along the way he visited
Phuket, where he now does con-
sulting, while maintaining re-
search into the goby family of
fishes.

Lindstrom, a big barrel-
chested American of Swedish
extraction in hismid-forties, was
bornin Chicago. “The ocean be-
came my thing,” he recalled. “I
think ... because of Jacques
Cousteau. My mother
camefrom NovaScotia, so
whenwewent to visit—my
cousin had a home on the
water — that’s when |
learned to sail.”

At home he main-
tained an aquarium, and
upon reaching manhood
served with the Ocean Re-
search and Education So-
ciety in Gloucester, Massa-
chusetts, as bosun’'s mate
on the research vessel Re-
gina Maris.

His duties were var-
ied — data collection, ship
maintenance and standing
watch — as the boat trav-
eled from the Caribbean
Sea to the Davis Strait,
abovetheArctic Circle off
Greenland’s west coast,
where icebergs are con-
tinually discharged.

L ater, Lindstromtook
hisbaccalaureatein biology
at Westmont College in
Santa Barbara, California,
where the waters contain
a peculiarly interesting
goby: onethat isblind and
cohabits in ocean burrows
withablind shrimp. Therehe as-
sisted as curator of the Museum
of Natural History’'s vertebrate
collection.

Ironically, theworld'ssmall-
est vertebrate is a half-inch long
goby, but it wasnot till two years
after he had left Westmont, in
1987, while captaining a 53-foot
sailing yacht from Singapore to
Phuket, that gobies grabbed his
attention.

“I was at Koh Racha,
watching the mudskippers,” he
said, “when | decided onthe pro-
ject.” Mudskipper society, withits
posturing and frequent conflicts
over territory, isappealingly dra-
matic.

But it was some years be-
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forehe could get hisgoby project
going. First, he had to deal with
another species. “I did my
master’s thesis on lobsters,” he
explained. Inresearching lobsters
—research published in the Jour-
nal of Experimental Biology
and subsequently used by popu-
lar science writer Trevor Corson
in hissurprising book, The Secret
Life of Lobsters — Lindstrom
developed aunique procedurefor
collecting lobster urine.

Urine, asit happens, iscen-
tral to the crustaceans' sex life:
“Inlobsters,” Lindstrom and his
fellowsobservedin apaper, “itis
not the male but the female that
actively searches for the mating
partner. Females choose the
dominant male, which usually re-
sides in a secure shelter.” It
seems that females, of whatever
species, all want the same thing
from males.

“Following an exchange of

ANDARR

Gobies fascinate marine biologist Prof Daniel Lindstrom.
That fascination has taken him all over the world, from
Hawaii to the private laboratory of the Emperor of Japan
and, now, to Phuket. Patsya Chongtong learned quite a bit
about him - and a lot about gobies.

. e
Prof Lindstrom cut his academic teeth on lobsters (above), but these days he is a
world expert on gobies.

urine-borne signal sthat probably
provides ... the male with infor-
mation about [her] sex and repro-
ductive state, [she] enters the
shelter for aco-habitation period
of up to two weeks ... Thereaf-
ter the female remains in the
mating shelter guarded by the
male... during her vulnerable...
period.”

Theunderlying conundrum
was, how do lobsters identify
dominanceinamale? It isappar-
ently related to the amount of se-
rotonin sulphate, aneurotransmit-
ter, inthe urine. Lindstrom’s ap-
paratus — two tubes glued over
the lobsters' urine vents con-
nected to floating collecting tubes
—allowed thelobstersfree move-
ment.

“I"'m very good at making
fish happy,” said the professor.
Happy lobstersrel ease about 1%
of their body weight as urine ev-
ery 12 hours; two percent after

SOME CALL THIS PARADISE, YOU CAN CALL IT HOME

feeding. Lindstrom wasfirst
to figure out a way for the
beasts to move freely while
urine was collected — thus
relieving them of human-in-
duced stress, and ensuring
reliable samples.

His work with gobies
also involved “making fish
happy”, and that brought
Lindstrom into contact with
the Emperor of Japan. It was
1999: he had just completed
his doctoral degree in zool-
ogy at the University of Ha-
wali and wasat aconference
. in New Orleans of the
American Society of Ichthy-
ologists and Herpetologists,
of which he is a lifetime
member.

“l gaveatak, and dur-
ing the break | saw one of
my PhD committee mem-
berstalking to two Japanese
gentlemen. He waved me
over, and as | got there, |
heard him say, ‘He'sthereal
expert onthat’ —meaning me
—which could be either good
or bad.” The subject was
gobies.

The committee mem-
ber, Dr Robert Kinzie, told him:
“They run the emperor’s labora-
tory.” Then he asked: “Remem-
ber those fish | took from your
system and sent to the Japanese
emperor?’

“1"d built a big system at
the university to keep those
species happy and reproduc-
ing,” Lindstrom recounted.

“No,” he answered, he
didn’t remember Kinzie doing
any such thing: the fish were
part of astudy —and should not
have been removed.

“Oh,” said Kinzie. “1 must
have sneaked in when you were
gone.” Lindstrom had been the
first to make gobiesspawnin cap-
tivity — and that was precisely
what the Japanese wanted to
know how to do.

“Bob suggested that as |
was going to the Philippines that
summer: ‘You probably have to
lay overin Tokyo,” hesaid. ‘ Then

Kamala Beach Sales Office T: o7& 279 255-6

M: 09 873 0055

A preastigious Allan Zeman develapment

E: info@andaraphuket.com
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and the Goby Connection

Prof Lindstrom: ‘I'm very good at making fish happy.’

you havetovisit the Imperial Pal-
ace,’ said the Japanese profes-
sors.”

The deceased Showa em-
peror, Hirohito, was amarine bi-
ologist. “Hedid hiswork on star-
fish, | think,” said Lindstrom.
“Akihito did hisPhD onthe same
fishes|’m studying.”

When he arrived at the pal-
ace, Lindstrom was impressed.
“We entered at the south gate, and
passed through a 30-40ft door to
awooded areawith big birdsand

Prairie Crocus
Water Company Rawai,
Kata, Chalong, Patong
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Tel: 06-2812856, 0959196210

Unlimited supply. We awn our
oWn Water reserves so your
supply never changes, unlike
small companics that have to

buy from others in the
dry season.

ravens. It's right in the center of
Tokyo and like nothing anywhere
€else — beautiful.”

He was alittle surprised at
the lab, however. “1 was think-
ing, ‘He's an emperor. He's got
to have great resources. But it
wasn't likethat; it wasfunctional.

If it wereme, I'd
have the latest
gadgetsand com-
puters — heck,
you're in Japan!
But it was just
functional.”

His hosts
met him and
showed round
the facilities.
“Here are our
specimens,” they
said blandly.
“Herearethefish
of yoursthat Bob
sent. There's the
emperor.”

The em-
peror nodded.
Akihito wore a
charcod gray suit:
“Nothing flashy,”
said Lindstrom,
“not even aneck-
tie, | don't think.”
His attire fit the
surroundings.

Since his
first visit, Prof
Lindstrom and
the Japanese
have continued
to trade speci-
mens and he has
returned twiceto
the palace labo-
ratory. That com-
munication con-
tinues chiefly be-
cause gobies are
interesting in a
number of ways.

First, they
are “amphidro-
mous’, meaning that they livein
both salt- and freshwater. They
spend their adult lives upstream,
where they lay eggs, which are
flushed out to sea by thebillion.

“Gobies are ‘r-selected’,”
explained Lindstrom, “which
means they lay large numbers of

eggs but only a few survive to
adulthood.”

After thefemalesfinishlay-
ing, the males guard the encap-
sulated oval eggs, which are de-
posited in crevices and on old
shells. Their perilous journey to
the sea begins when they are
merely “ayolk sac with atail at-
tached”. Although only a few
from each hatch survive, the
waters teem with them when
they return.

“[The shoals of gobies
have] aninteresting cultural side
effect,” noted
Lindstrom, “be-

from specimensin each location
we find out alot about how they
get around.”

Hishunchisthey drifted to
Hawaii from Japan or the Philip-
pines. “That's where their clos-
est relatives are now. But that
changes over time. All you can
say is, that’sthe way it is now.”

One thing the professor —
an accomplished underwater
photographer, advanced research
scuba diver, arc welder, diesel
mechanic and sailboat racer as
well asabiologist —isn't saying,
but obvioudy wor-
ries about, is that

cause, right as
they return they
are quite tasty.
Everywhere they
occur, the local
language has a

‘[ was thinking,
“He’s an emperor.
He’s got to have
great resources.”
But it wasn't like

time may be run-
ning out for re-
search because of
reef destruction.
“The tsu-
nami wasadropin

separate word for
each stageintheir
development. Ha-
waiians even
came up with
terms equivalent
to “genus” and
“species’.

Gobies also
have un-fish-like capabilities:
“They are amazing climbers,”
said Lindstrom. “One species
lives up a400-foot vertical drop
waterfall —the Akaka Falls —on
theBigldand of Hawaii, and they
move pretty quick. They're the
ultimate rock climbers!” The
fish’sclimbing featsare possible
because its fins are united into a
“sucking disk” onthebelly.

For Lindstrom, the enigma
is where they originated.
“They’ refreshwater fish, but five
species live on Hawaii, the most
isolated archipelago on earth. So
how did they get there?

“This project’s about 10
years old. I’ve been collecting
animalsfrom 11 genera. By com-
paring genetic characteristics

that ... If it were me,
I'd have the latest
gadgets and
computers ... But it
was just functional.’

the bucket com-
pared with what
humanshavedone
to coradl reefs. If [a
reef] comes back,
it will come back
asdiverseasit can
be. Theproblemis
that thetiny corals
start on other — broken — pieces
of coral. Those break off and the
new coral is destroyed.

“So it isn't as simple as
peoplethink —that if you just stop
destroying, everything will grow
back; because you may have
pushed the system so far [over
the edge] that it can’t recover, at
least not in our lifetimes.”

Daniel P. Lindstrom, PhD, is a
Project Consultant with Asian
Premier Holidays (74/90
Poonphol Night Plaza,
Poonphol Road, Phuket City).
For more information contact
Tel: 076-246260; 06-2826070
or Email:dr.dan@asianpremier.
com or vist the website: www.
asianpremier.com
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More that 500 people took part in the grand parade
during the recent Phuket Gay Festival, which this year
had the theme, “Phuket is Back! Let's Celebrate!”
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| I | e —
STAGED SUPPORT: Banthai Beach Resort & Spa General Manager Gerard Tan (left)
and Deputy Managing Director Panee Koaysomboon (center) welcome popular Japanese =~ FUND FAIR: Phuket Red Cross President Maneephan Uswarangkura (front, 2™
singer Mitsuko Nakamura at a February 7 concert at the resort in Patong to raise money  from right) and her team open a fund-raising booth for the Phuket Red Cross at the
for the Kamala School Tsunami Disaster Fund. recent Wat Chalong Fair.

TURTLE POWER: Kanjana Adulyanukosol (left), of the Phuket Marine ?" - - . LN

Biological Center, receives 19 baby green sea turtles that hatched on the M “ : AR .ifli;‘ \

beach in front of Le Meridien Phuket Beach Resort & Spa but were unable = - Ry R e (L L

to make the journey to the water’s edge, from Hotel Security Chief Anand ON A HIGH NOTE: Jazz vocalist Carole Marco (seated, center) and Diane Thomas (seated,
Vanthaisong (2" from left) and Guest Service Manager Kampanart right), Academic Director of ELT Thailand, celebrate their February 4 birthday with friends at
Makaramanee (3 from left). Wine Connection at Fisherman Way Business Center in Chalong.

: il . ‘ p J:- * 1-

| ||:' Pt N PRESSING ON: Phuket Rajabhat University students Suwakon Rakmanee (left) and Natcha
BBAP-ALOOLA: British Business Association — Phuket (BBAP) President Martin  Yuttaworawit (right) recently completed a three-month internship at the Phuket Gazette.
Carpenter (3" from left) and fellow BBAP members enjopy their monthly gathering, They are pictured with reporter Nattamon Ratcharak, Desk Editor Stephen Fein (standing)
held recently at the Saxophone pub in Patong. and Deputy Editor Stephen Myles.

EXPOSE YOURSELF? o 30-35,000 visitors a day! ~—

A Phuket Gazette website banner is your window to the world. Can you afford BlifT to have one?
Ask Anna or Koy for detalls. Tel: 076-236555 Emall: anna@phuketgazetie.net
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Upcoming events on the island

Until February 24: “Ab-
stracts of Industry” photo
exhibition. This exhibition of
pictures by award-winning US-
born photographer Chris Swift,
ison display in the foyer of the
British Curriculum International
School.

It can be seen between 8:30
am and 3:30 pm, Monday to Fri-
day. It featuresasugar mill, boats
andtrainsinabstract, taken mainly
in and around Bangkok and
Kanchanaburi.

For more information con-
tact Tel: 07-1129568; Email:
cswiftl@swift-mail.com; or visit
the website at www.swift-
images.com. See a'so page 11 of
thisissue.

Until February 28: “We Are
Not Alon€” art exhibition. This
exhibition featuresthework of 20
artistsfrom the Andaman coastal
region.

The goal of the exhibition,
say the organizers, is to show
solidarity with thosewho are con-
cerned about the environment.

The show, at Phuket Art
Gallery, 74 Thalang Rd, Phuket
City, will be open to the public
from 10 am to 8 pm, seven days
aweek, until February 28.

February 23-26: Badminton
talent search. Phuket will host
thefirst round of the Master Thai-

Dramatic images by photographer Chris Swift are on show at the British Curriculum International School

until February 24.

land Badminton Professional
2006.

The aim of the tournament,
staged by the Badminton Asso-
ciation of Thailand in co-opera-
tion with the Sports Authority of
Thailand, is to identify the best
badminton playersin the country,
region by region.

The Phuket round will be
playedin Building 2 of the Saphan
Hin Sports Complex from Feb-

ruary 23to 26, starting around 10
am each day.

There will be three other
rounds of the nationwide search
for talent: in Khon Kaen (March
16-19), in Rayong (May 18-21),
andin Chiang Mai (July 13-16).
The finals will be held in Bang-
kok in September.

The competition, played to
International Badminton Federa-
tion rules, will be divided into
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men’s and women’s singles,
men’sand women'’sdoubles, and
mixed doubles.

Thewinnersof theregional
roundswill split total prizemoney
of 1.6 million baht, while those
who makeit to the Bangkok final
will competefor aslice of atotal
purse of one million baht.

For more information, call
Tel: 02-2510712 or 02-2553391-
2.
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April 6: Chakri Day (Public
Holiday). Chakri Day commem-
orates the origins of the Chakri
dynasty, founded by Ramal, who
established Bangkok as the
nation's capital. HM King Bhu-
mibol Adulyadg istheninth mon-
arch of the Chakri dynasty.

April 13-15: Songkran (Thai
New Year - Public Holiday).
Also known as the Water Festi-
val, and held during the driest
monthsin Thailand, Songkranis
celebrated by Thais throughout
the country by pouring - tradition-
aly only alittle, but these days
more playfully alot - of water on
other people to wish them good
luck for the New Year.

April 12-16: Phuket Bike
Week. Phuket Bike Week 2006
will be held from April 12-16,
2006

The Grand Dinner by Ride
Thailand and Phuket Riders Club
will be on April 14 at Thai Naan
Restaurant, opposite Central Fes-
tival Phuket. Tickets are for sale
at 300 baht each and includedin-
ner, a show and competitions.
Seating islimited and early book-
ings are recommended.

There will be an “Otop
Market Party” on April 14-15.

Visit www.ridethailand.com
or www.phuketbikeweek.com
for moreinformation
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Diesel power comes to that icon of American offroad capability, the Jeep — now built by German-dominated DaimlerChrysler, with a motor from Italy.

Diesal’snot adirty word

he American market has

traditionally shunned die-

sel-powered cars,

though times may be a-
changin’ now that Daimler-
Chrysler (DCX) hasadded adie-
sel motor to its smaller Jeep
range: the 2006 Liberty Limited
Diesdl.

While DCX is not making
any firm predictions for the
Liberty's success in its native
North America, a diesel Jeep is
certain to find many admirersin
Europe and parts of Asia— if it
eventually getsthere.

Launched last month at the
North American International

Auto Show in Detroit, the Liberty
Limited Diesel isChryder’sfirst
mid-rangeforay into theworld of
Rudolf Diesdl, although in some
markets Chrysler’s retro-styled
PT Cruiserisavailablewitha2.2-
liter oil-burner.

TheengineintheLiberty is,
inevitably, a European-built unit:
a 2.8-liter common-rail diesel
(CRD). Producing a modest
160bhp (118kW) and a hefty
400Nm of torqueat just 1,800rpm,
the Liberty drives through a
beefed-up five-speed automatic
transmission.

According to Chrysler’'s
website, customersintheUSare

The restaurant that
redefined Thai
cuisine in Bangkok
is now in town!
Discover far yourself thea
restaurant had everyone m

Phukes wil be talong abaut
wary soan!

13 Ratsada Taladyai
Muang Phuket 83000
TellFax: 076-210535-6

By Jeff Heselwood

increasingly expressinginterestin
diesel products, citing improved
fuel economy, a 20% reduction
in greenhouse gas emissions, ex-
tended range between fill-upsand
enhanced towing capacity.

The 2006 Jeep Liberty has,
among other refinements, an
€lectronic stability program (ESP)
asstandard, greatly enhancingits
capability both on- and off-road.

If thereisadiscernible dif-
ference between what the driver
reguests of the steering input and
the direction the vehicle actually
takes, the ESP applies selective
braking and throttleto correct the
Liberty’s course.

The system is calibrated to
allow greater control in difficult
conditions, whileallowing normal
driving without beingintrusive.

The program integrates the
anti-lock braking system, traction
control, BrakeAssist and an elec-
tronicroll-over detection system.

3l 01 #54 1901 or 076 270 027

There are two four-wheel
drive options. the Command-Trac
is apart-time system that allows
drivers to shift into high-range
AWD at speeds up to 88kmh,
while Select-Trac is a full-time
all-wheel drive system.

The Liberty Limited has a
chromegrille, chromeside mold-
ings and chromeroof rails. Stan-
dard are cloth bucket seats, a
powered driver’s seat, leather
steering wheel and 17-inch alu-
minum wheels. Options include
full-length side air curtains,
leather upholstery, sun roof and
apremium audio set-up.

massage. in

3
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...at home

The Liberty is the
firstdiesel intheUSmid-
size SUV segment offer-
ing, saysChryder, “...the
torque of a V8, perfor-
mance of a V6 and the
fuel economy of afour-
cylinder engine”. The
automaker claims the
diesdl providesupto 32%
better fuel economy
compared with gas en-
gines, with an average
20% reduction in CO?
emissions.

The engine is
sourced from Daimler-
Chryder’sltalian subsid-
iary, VM Motori, which
also supplies Jeep with a
diesel motor for itslarger Grand
Cherokee. While the Liberty’s
diesd isonly 2.8liters, it will pro-
pel the 4x4 from rest to 100kmh
in under 10 seconds; nothing to
be ashamed of considering itsex-
cellent off-road capability.

While the Liberty Limited
CRD sells for about US$1,000
more than the gas version in the
Us, its long-term benefits are
obviousintermsof fuel consump-
tion and extended service inter-
vals.

The Italian makers of the
engine also offer afive-year war-
ranty which should calmany fears
about itslongevity.

Although not yet available
in Thailand, or for that matter
anywhere outside the US —it is
produced at Chrysler’s Toledo
plant in Ohio—theideaof acom-
pact diesel Jeep is extremely ap-
pealing. Let's hope Daimler-
Chrysler releases it to the rest of
the world soon.

Jeff Heselwood may be con-
tacted by email at jhc@
netvigator.com
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Atkins diet needn't be dull

LE

mchef

By Jenna Wise

n May 1 the Green

Man pub in Chalong

will be celebrateits 5"

anniversary. Propri-
etors Howard Digby-Johns and
Poonpun “Nui” Jangrugsa are
looking forward to the May Day
celebrations, which will be fo-
cused firmly on family enjoy-
ment.

The Green Man has be-
come well known for its excel-
lent cuisine and now has the tal-
ents of Chef Ryan Waddell to
continuethistradition.

Originally from Detroit, Ry-
an haslived in Thailand for five
years and started working at the
Green Man in October last year.

“I"'m now slowly re-evalu-
ating the menu,” he says. “This
istaking awhile asit’s so com-
prehensive.

“But oneimmediate change
istheinclusion of dishesthat are
suitablefor peoplefollowing the
Atkins Diet.”

Along with Ryan, Howard
and several customers are happy
to sample the new meals — they
are al following this diet. They
have formed a group named
“Fight the Flab”, which meet ev-
ery Tuesday evening to monitor
progress.

It seemsto be having posi-
tive effects, although Howard
does say that he misses beer.
Under the Atkins Diet carbohy-
dratesarestrictly limited, but this
doesn’'t necessarily mean that no
alcohol isallowed.

Anyone wanting to join in
on Tuesday evenings, or simply
know more about the Atkins Diet,
iswelcometo pop into the Green
Man and talk to Ryan, Howard
or K. Nui.

For those who don’'t need
or don't want to loseweight, Ryan
plans to include some Tex-Mex
meals on the menu in the near
future. But in the meantime, here
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are a few recipes for those who
arefollowing the Atkins Diet.

Cajun Rib-eye Caesar Salad
For 4 people

Ingredients:
4 220gm rib-eye stesks;
8 fried bacon rashers;
8 tablespoons (approx) sun-
flower ail

For the salad and dressing:

4 heads Romaine lettuce;

leggyolk;

100gm finely grated Parmesan
cheese;

1 tablespoon fresh lemon juice;

6 garlic cloves,

8 anchovy fillets;

2-3cupsoliveoil;

Salt and freshly ground black pep-
per to taste.

For the Cajun seasoning: (This
will make much more than you
need, but you can store it indefi-
nitely in atightly sealed jar in a
cool place.)

Y cup paprika powder;

|

6 tablespoons coarse salt;
Yacup coarsely ground black pep-

per;
3 tablespoonsdried basil;
3 tablespoons garlic powder;
2 tabl espoons onion powder;
2 tablespoons dried oregano;
2 tablespoons cayenne pepper;
2 tablespoons white pepper;
2 tablespoonsdried thyme.

Method:
Season the steaks with salt and
cover each steak with sunflower
oil in order to have enough oil
smeared evenly over both sides
of the steaks for the Cajun sea-
soning to stick to them. Coat the
steaks in Cajun seasoning and
leave for 10 minutes.

Crush the garlic cloves to-
gether with theanchoviesand egg
yolk. Add 60gm Parmesan
cheese and the lemon juice, and
blend well. Drizzle the olive ail
very slowly into the mixture so
that it does not separate. The re-
sult should beathick mayonnaise.

Grill the steaksto your pref-
erence. Wash the | ettuce and tear

Losing weight need not be all pain, if Ryan Waddell is doing the cooking. Left, Gammon Steak Florentine; right, Cajun Rib-eye Caesar Salad.

the leaves into large pieces, mix
them with the dressing and ar-
range on plates. The steaks
should bedliced thinly and placed
on top. Garnish with the remain-
ing Parmesan cheese and bacon
rashers.

Gammon Steak Florentine
For 4 people

Ingredients:
4 220gm gammon steaks,
8 eggs,;
440gm grated cheddar cheese;
120gm finely chopped onion;
20gm finely chopped garlic;
4 |arge tomatoes, halved;
400gm fresh baby spinach;
Salt and freshly ground pepper;
Mixed salad of your choice.

Method:
Season the steaks with salt and

&
-

pepper, and sauté in butter. Re-
move the pulp from the tomato
halves and chop it roughly. Mix
thiswith the onion and garlic and
fill the tomato skins. Top with a
little grated cheese.

Poach the eggs and lightly
wilt the spinach in apan. Put two
poached eggs and some spinach
on top of each steak, then cover
with grated cheese.

Place the steaks under a
grill until the cheese has melted.
Serve with the stuffed tomatoes
and amixed salad.

The Green Man English Coun-
try Pub. 82/15 Moo 4, Patak Rd,
Rawai, Phuket 83130. Tel: 076-
280757.

Website: www.the-green-
man.net. K. Nui Tel: 01-894-
7736. Chef Ryan Waddell Tel:
09-7278762.

4 New Boutigue Bakery

Enjov splendid Cantonese
cuisine and panoramic views
of Patong Beach from one of
the island’s tallest buildings.

Open daily:
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e Roval Paradise Hotel
150 9001 CERTIFIED
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ROYAL PHUKET MARIN
Taldress: 68 Moo 2, 'J'l'ir_,'.lJE!r.-.u.'l.'r W, '.F.'n:l.li.'."gr-:l . ket X700
Tel: +66 /) 1877 9953, +66 (0) 7636 030205
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25th Floor, The Royval Paradise Hotel, Patong Beach, Phuket
Tel: 076 3206686 Email; infof@royalparadise.com
wanw royalparadise, com
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N
By Bill Owen

ust whereisK oh Maphrao?

The looming deadline for

this article was incentive

enoughtofind out, so | took
along my 14-year-old son, Chris,
on an adventure to discover the
idand.

Koh Maphrao — Coconut
Island — is just to the east of
Phuket, and is easily accessible
from Laem Hin, an area deserv-
edly famed for its seafood res-
taurants. At the adjacent jetty
simply hire one of the waiting
longtail boatsfor thethree-minute
crossing.

Our destination ontheidand
is Camp Belvedere, owned and
run by a veteran Swiss expatri-
ate, Bruno Adam.

In the early 1990s, Bruno
ran a Patong “empire” that in-
cluded the French Kiss bars, a
guesthouse and speedboat tours.
But in early 2001, with hiswife
pregnant, he decided that aradi-
cal lifestyle change wasin order
and decided to set up afruit farm
on 20 rai of land he had bought
on Koh Maphrao. He planted
thousands of durian and other
fruit treesthat still flourish on his
land today.

Four yearsinto thefarming
experiment, Bruno decided to
changedirection again and set up
Camp Belvedere, which opened
in November last year.

It is an eco-friendly resort,
located on one of the most spec-
tacular spots anywhere in or
around Phuket.

The initial drive from the
Koh Maphrao’s jetty in the
island’s one and only 4WD ve-
hicleisfascinating.

Driving through the man-
groveforests, coconut plantations
and passing through the small
Muslim fishing village on the
north side of the isand is a de-
light. It seemsasif time has stood
till herefor years, whichin many
ways it has.

It’sonly when you beginto
skirt the east coast and then sud-
denly head to the hills that you
realizejust how isolated and natu-

7sDON’S
nFoods
Co., Ltd.

DON'S FOODS CO. LTD
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& ITALLAM, BOCCOMNCIME,
MOTTARELLA, MASCARPOME
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485 Sol Yuon Rd. Moo T. Tambos
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Going quietly nuts
on Koh Maphrao

raly “powerful” thislocation re-
alyis.

Thedriver changesintolow
ratio and mutters something that
sounds like “hang on” and off
wego, seemingly vertically. The
half-concrete road snakes
through thetrees, and after a 10-
minute switchback ride we
emergeinto aclearing at thetop
of the ridge and to the camp,
which overlooks the sea some
100 meters bel ow.

Camp Belvedere, which has
almost been completed, currently
comprises six chalets — some of
which have two bedrooms, mak-
ing them ideal for families—and
a restaurant-bar-lounge area
serving excellent European and
Thai food, where Bruno seems
to constantly hold court.

On our arrival he was en-
tertaining other Phuket-based
Swiss with a combination of lo-
cal island stories, alittlefriendly
banter and servings of his very

llka H aur

ittle HeEtaurant withh
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own special — and excellent —
Spaghetti Bolognese.

The resort is quite basic,
undeniably quirky and definitely
fun. It is comfortable in arustic
sort of way and although thereis
little currently on offer as far as
“real” resort facilitiesgo, aswim-
ming pool is due for completion
soon.

The walk to the beach be-
low isgreat —it takesjust 10 min-
utes — as is the swimming, al-
though | advise that you ask the
al-purpose Bruno to collect you
by truck for the return journey if
you want to avoid potential heart
attacks on the “challenging” as-
cent back to Camp Belvedere.

| asked my son for his
thoughts after an afternoon of
playing chess. “A littleboring,” he
said, “but amazing. At least they
have UBC for tonight’s game!”

Amazingit certainly is, with
some of the best views | have
seen in the South. From all areas

of the resort — a wonderful 180°
view, areal belvedere, or sda, to
the east — overlooking Koh Yao
Yai, Phi Phi and even the moun-
tains of Krabi and Koh Lanta
beyond. The panoramais so vast
and grand, it’'salmost hypnotic, a
soul-searching sight.

Therest of theisland is not
for thoselooking for the bar scene
or usua beach hangouts, but itis

Main picture: What a shame the
beach is so crowded. Inset, top,
the sunrise wakes up the chalets.
Above, all the excitement of the
chessboard.

definitely well worth escaping to
for awhile. It isanisland simply
waiting for thingsto happen.

Happen they will. Rumors
abound locally about new devel-
opments, and The Village villa
project, whichissoonto start, will
bring change to Koh Maphrao.
But I'll be back to see Bruno —
and the viewsfrom Camp Belve-
dere — soon.

baht anight.

HOW TO GET THERE

By car or taxi to Laem Hin Pier, just north of Phuket City, off the
southbound carriageway of Thepkrasattri Rd, then by longtail boat.
Cars can be parked safely in the Laem Hin car park overnight.

WHERE TO STAY

Camp Belvedere —the only place on the island. Chalets from 750

Tel: 01-8918930 and ask for Bruno. Website: www.maphrao.
com Email: www.imocamp@yahoo.de
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1% % K] The Cryptic Crossword

AcRross 1
1. Soak the French knave!
He' shighwhen heworks.
Spot the Difference | o
6. Promise5?Ouch! (3)
Can you find the seven 8. Networkwith solar
. partner. (6)
differences between the . - .
9. Vigtors,it'sconfusedin
two cartoons below? And .
can you find them faster Lairetown. (8)
11. Supportstreebase, for
than the rest of the family? aftlzf. (5,3) . . H
Inthisplace, Sy, it'scause oL &3
ovio ool 0 ] ] ool ] B W ol ]
15. Pointinto areafor games. . . . .
25 -]
o Gl i O O O
16. Helpwith 100in sour . . . .
liquid. (4)
7. Bitemessitssidbon [ | | [ ] | | " ] [ | |
theold country. (4)
19. Hipdime—butit'sthe . . . .
same. (4)
21. Homewithnohills. (4) :
% CanGeneral Electric Co Compiled by Tortuus. © 2006
knock out alizard?(5) Down 7. Outside, apair of cardinals
24. Dodgesled Sueastray. (6) existed. (3)
26. Diariesof day inParis— 1. Eawithdightly odd 10. Ed swallowslearners,
not applicabletolearners. cousin. It'sthebest! (11) righteoudly. (7)
) 2. Unpleasantview,andits 13 Park thesaintin cowardly
27. Repesat, astodead ringer. effect, perhaps. (7) person. (11)
) 3. Quiet Muscovitefrom 14. Letterfromconflictis
29. Sheepall over theplace? Bismarck’scountry. (8) made-up. (7)
Iron’em! (6) 4. Black aircraft. (3) 18. Givegear distress. (8)
30. Sailor goesontheroad, 5. Kindof lovethatisvery 20. Currency unti with com-
perhaps. (3) damaging. (5) mercial —or country. (7)
31. Multiply anti-abortion 6. I'vecarscrashinginmy 23. Ruler'scaledIna?No.
speed. (11) guts. (7) Hiswife. (7)
- 25. Furnishwithmail witti-
Scribble Space dsm?(5)
27. Turn30intotraitor. (3)
28. Measurepointtolearners.

Solution, tipsand
computer program at
www.sudoku.com

do

© Puzzies by Pappocom

su ku

These words all be-
I | 0"0[0thesame farm:
ily” becausethey have
E Z Q u iz something in common:
footloose
1. In1912, Norwegian 6. What isthe most com- committed
Roald Amundsen led the mon blood type? successful
first successful expedi- _
tion to what place? Whi Chfg?ls formsthe address
most of the air we - :
2. Incomputers, what does breathe? millennium
') -
MEEDE T 8. Whatisthe correct name| | VWhich of thefollow-
3. Whichcountry will host il 9 ing words belong to
the 2006 soccer World g of the four known thesamefamily?
Cup? : _
physical forces, whichis il
. the weakest? Sy
The principle of Sudoku is very simple: each row, each col- 4. What |st|he closest’)star ancestor
umn and each “box” of nine squares within the puzzle must to our solar system 10. What do we call ayear \
contain all the numbers from 1 to 9 with, naturally, no repeti- in which February has 29 millstone
tions. Guess if you will, but each Sudoku puzzle can be solved 5. What basketball team days? e
using logic alone. Beware: there is only one solution to this does Chinese star Yao
puzzle, which is on the next page. Ming play for? Answers on next page. Answer on next page

©)

Solution on next page.

Brain

Buster
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Quick Crossword

ACROSS

Rapid economic expansion.
Guitar maker.

Looking lecherousdly.
Rosalind, in short.

10. Topfighter pilot.

11. Layers.

More courageous.

15. Flavor enhancer.

18. URL ender.

19. Porridge essential.

20. Very takative person.
21. Leaveit alone— Editor.

©oowE

DownN

Door security device.
Demands too much money.
Metal bars.

Excel output.

Car maker.

Grenade safety device.

12. Stretched sguare.

13. Wide-brimmed hat.

16. Usualy goeswith “Co”.
17. Fy like abat.

Solution below, right

Get your brain
in gear with

The Monster Quiz

Kidsl Ask Mum and Dad to help you find the answersto these
questions. They’'re not easy but, if you do some research, you should be
able to find the answersto all of them.

1. Which12-novd series
by Anthony Powell
beginswith A Question
of Upbringing?

2. Whatdidacow called
ElmFarm Ollieachieve
on February 18, 19307

3. Whichsnger’sabums
include Soriesfromthe
City, Soriesfromthe
Seq, IsThisDesire?and
UhHuhHer?

4.  Whichcultfilmfeatures
theline“Herehare
here”?

5. Whatisvirga?

6. Who paintedthetrip-
tych The Garden of
Earthly Delights?

7. Derek and Clivewere
characterscreated by
which two comedians?

8. Whatthreeobjects
appear beneath the star
and crescent on the coat
of armsof Tunisa?

Kvetch, Oy gevalt! and
shmendrik arefrom

whichlanguage?

10. WhichWorld War | poet
wrote The Soldier?

Theadage"” Therenever
was agood war or abad
peace’ isattributed to
whom?

12. Who wrote The Bonfire

of the Vanities?

13. What doesthesigna
SOSmean?

14. Who won the 2005 Man
Booker Prize, andfor

which book?

15.

17.

18.

19.

20.

0

\j@

)

P

Mountainrangescalled
SierraMadrecan be
foundinwhichtwo
countries?

Would one eat, observe
or dancean orrery?

Which chemica dement
hastheAtomic Number
105?

PCD isthedebut album
of whichgirl band?

Heisthe co-founder of
the 1980s satirical
magazine oy, andis
now Editor-in-Chief of
Vanity Fair. Whoishe?

Which cartoon
character’staglineis
“ Suffering succotash’?

Answers below, |eft.

Puzzle

Monster Quiz

Answers

1. A Dance to the Music of
Time; 2. She was the first cow
to fly —and be milked —in an
aircraft; 3. PJ Harvey; 4
Withnail & 1; 5. Precipitation
that evaporates before reach-
ing the ground; 6. Hieronymus
Bosch; 7. Peter Cook and
Dudley Moore; 8. A ship, scales
and alion rampant clutching a
scimitar; 9. Yiddish; 10. Rupert
Brooke; 11. Benjamin Franklin;
12. Tom Wolfe; 13. S Opus
gt (Give relief where neces-
sary); 14. John Banville, for
The Sea; 15. Mexico and The
Philippines; 16. Observe; it is
amechanical model of the so-
lar system; 17. Dubnium; 18.
The Pussycat Dolls; 19. E.
Graydon Carter; 20. Sylvester
the Cat.

Solutions

_Solu_ti_on to Cartoon Puzz_Ie

Alpha Centauri, which isactualy a triple-star system about 4.3 light

EZ Triva Answers
Answers: 1. The South Pole; 2. Kilobits per second; 3. Germany; 4.

years away; 5. Houston Rockets; 6. O-negative; 7. Nitrogen; 8. An

ampersand. The symbol isacombination of thelettersin“et”, whichis

Latin for “and”; 9. Gravity; 10. A leap year.

All the members of the “family” contain two sets of double letters
(eg, coMMiTTed). So “heedless’ isthe only one in the second list

Brain Buster Answer

that belongs.

Cryptic Crossword
Solution

Quick Crossword
Solution

Sudoku solution
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Environmental activist
assassinated in forest

From the Phuket Gazette, issue of February 15-28, 2001

PA KHLOK: Environmental ac-
tivist Jurin Rachapoal, 50, was shot
dead on January 30 while out in
a forest collecting cashew nut
leaves for salad.

Pol Capt Anan Jengjit of
Thalang Police Station said that
K. Jurin went into the forest
around 9 am with his wife. He
was shot threetimesand died in-
stantly.

A village source who asked
not to be named told the Gazette
that K. Jurin was an activist op-
posed to mangrove

forestincursionby THE TIME .

mach

I them.
Newsfrom the past

a “big investor”
who had set up a

prawn farm.
“A week ago,
K. Jurin was

threatened by staff of the farm,
who fired six shots into the air
when he went into the forest to
find cashew leaves,” said the
source. “This was the first time
since then that he had gone into
the forest.”

Another activist opposed to
the prawn farm, Siripoj Chee-
chang, was run over by a pick-
up truck in October. (See also
Gazette issue of October 15,
2000.) Though badly injured, K.
Siripoj survived.

The man accused of the at-
tempt on K. Siripoj’slife, prawn

farm worker Buncha Noppa-
wong, was arrested and is cur-
rently out on bail awaiting trial.

On February 3, villagers —
who said they were living in a
“climate of fear” following the
shooting — appealed to Interior
Minister Banyat Banthadtan, who
was visiting Phuket at the time,
to ensure that swift action was
takentofind K. Jurin’skiller.

Thalang District Chief Of-
ficer Kanthee Silapa said that
police know the whereabouts of
the two main sus-
pectsinthe murder,
and a close watch
I ne is being kept on

Meanwhile,
the owner of the
Wachara Prawn Farm, Somsak
Wongsawanond, 36, surrendered
to police at Phuket Town Police
Station after a warrant was is-
sued for his arrest.

The warrant was issued af -
ter policeinvestigating K. Jurin’'s
murder amassed evidence sug-
gesting that Somsak fired apistol
into the air six timesin the same
forest where the murder took
place.

Police said that Somsak de-
nied both charges. He was re-
leased two days later on bail of
500,000 baht.

Woman eats free—and
police get aphotograph

Fromthe Phuket Gazette, issue of February, 1996

PHUKET TOWN: Aroon See
Tong is a nightspot that empha-
sizes fun and good times for its
night-tripping patrons, but at the
end of the night the management
likesthebill paid, or it'sdown to
the police station.

Jehtjan Sae-Lim, 23, from
Prachuab Khiri Khan, ordered
without restraint, but when thebill
came she was found to be with-
out a penny and hence was ar-
rested.

Questioning disclosed that
she had ordered expensive for-
eign ligquor and sent up many gar-
lands to the sing-a-song girls.
When staff came with a bill for
over 10,000 baht, she told them
simply that she had no money.

A search of her person
turned up no money at all.
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It developed that this was
by no meansthefirst time Jehtjan
had engaged in activities of this
sort. Over the past year she had
made a career of being a dead-
beat. Many other nightspots had
been hit by her and she had al-
ready served two months in jail
after apreviousarrest. Some club
managers refused to press char-
ges but other insisted that she be
jailedif shecouldn’t pay thebill.

Jehtjan said that after she
had gone homefrom being jailed
last time, her parents refused to
let her in, so she came to Phuket
where she continued to do ex-
actly as she had done before.

Inthis, case, since manage-
ment declined to press charges,
the police released her after tak-
ing aphotograph.

o
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In The S a s

by Ida S a

AQUARIUS (January 21-February 19): You should
be ableto cruisethrough thisweek with no particu-
lar stresses. However, avoid expecting others to
seethings your way on Monday and Tuesday; they
will cometo realize that your pointsare valid later
intheweek. Romance will not cause you any more
deepl ess nightswhen someone’sintentions become
crystal clear thisweekend. Wherefinancesare con-
cerned, trust logic rather than instinct.

PISCES (February 20-March 20): If you can’t see
the way out of atrying situation at work, you will
benefit from advice offered by Scorpio. This per-
son hashad asimilar experience recently and came
out unscathed, so listen carefully to these pearls of
wisdom. Hot days for romance are Sunday and
Monday; crossed wireslater in theweek could eas-
ily result in a cooler atmosphere. The color avo-
cado green encourages cam.

ARIES (March 21-April 20): If you have been toy-
ing with theideaof relocation, you will receive good
news thisweekend. You will feel morefired up re-
garding career matters when you also hear of a
chance to attain promotion of some sort. The most
auspicious days for important meetings are Tues-
day and Wednesday; your demands are certain to
be agreed with on those days. Cancer would liketo
get to know you better.

TAURUS (April 21-May 21): It looks as if your
New Year resolutions are paying off. If you de-
cided you weretired of sidestepping certainissues,
and took the buffalo by the horns, you' Il have rea-
son to celebrate this week. Romantic matters are
alsotaking aturn in amore positive direction. The
chemistry between you and aspecial someone will
beintoxicating, regardless of whether physical dis-
tance is a drawback.

GEMINI (May 22-June 21): Someone close to you
isindulging in monkey business, but astute Geminis
will be hot on the trail. Business affairs need han-
dlingwith kid glovesfor theremainder of thismonth
asthereisan atmosphere of mistrust. Thisisagood
time to think of ways to polish up your image. Pi-
sces has some valid tips to offer before you em-
bark on a shopping expedition. The number 6 is
lucky this Saturday.

CANCER (June 22-July 23): You can’t count on good
luck with money this week. When afriend comes
knocking on your door asking for aloan you should
tactfully refuse. Expect to receive a socia invita-
tion from someone you have not been seeing eye-
to-eye with recently. This is the perfect opportu-
nity to set matters straight, so accept with grace.
Midweek, a chance meeting with an attractive
Aquarian givesyou food for thought.

LEO (July 24-August 22): If you have had alot on
your mind recently you will benefit from arelaxing
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break this weekend. Pack a bag and head for a
remote spot to recharge your batteries. Your part-
ner comes up with a watertight plan to boost fi-
nances this year; even if it doesn’t immediately
appeal, theideaiscertainto grow onyou. Thecolor
ivy green encourages a meditative mood.

VIRGO (August 23-September 23): You may grow
tired of being involvedin other people’s prablems;
you will unearth at least one secret that you will
wish had remained buried. Don’t be afraid to dis-
tance yourself from all this drama. Leo has ro-
mantic intentions and could surprise you with a
sensual suggestion. A minor medical problem early
next week shouldn’t be ignored. Wear the color
tangerine to encourage more positive energy to
flow.

LIBRA (September 24-October 23): Those born
under the sign of the scales should make contin-
gency plansfor thisweekend as arrangementswill
be liable to go haywire. The chances of finding
something precious that was lost are good on
Wednesday. If you want to get ahead in business
ask sensible Sagittariusfor advice, but don’'t rock
the boat by expecting too much input. Take abreak
from worrying about money; obstacles blocking
cash flow will be removed by the end of this
month.

SCORPIO (October 24-November 22): Thisisthe
week to try a new approach to an old problem.
Those born under the sign of Scorpio who haven't
been ableto seethe forest for the trees should take
some time out this weekend to gain fresh perspec-
tive. Your silver tongue gets you out of atight spot
on Monday, but there’ salesson to belearned about
pushing your luck too far. The number 4 looks
promising on Sunday.

SAGITTARIUS (November 23-December 21):
Friendship is highlighted for Sagittarians until the
end of the month. Make the most of auspicious
astral conditions by socializing more and seeking
out those who share your interests. Don't hesitate
to take on moreresponsibility at work; there’slight
at the end of the tunnel in the form of promotion
later thisyear. Capricorn has useful adviceregard-
ing a romantic dilemma, but don't listen to Aries,
whoisplainjeaous.

CAPRICORN (December 22-January 20): Luck
takes aturn for the better this week for those born
under the sign of Capricorn. The stars are smiling
on Capricorns who have been working hard since
the start of theyear. Your just rewardswill bethere
for the taking. A personal relationship is till sub-
ject to misunderstandings; don’t allow other people
tointerfere, evenif they insist that they’ re only try-
ing to be helpful. The color hibiscus red will en-
courage your unpredictable financial situation to

stabilize.
NAT
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The Ranong 12: overstayers
caught in the crossfire?

Here'sthe law: Stay in Thailand past the end of your permit to stay
and you have broken the law. In fact, in any country in the world,
that’s the case.

But Thailand has long had a relaxed attitude to this law. Cer-
tainly, if police raid your Patong hotel and find that you have over-
stayed your visa, you arein trouble.

On the other hand, if you go to Immigration and, in effect, con-
fess that you have overstayed, then the result has always been a
slap-on-the-wrist fine of 200 baht per day of overstay.

In the wake of the arrest of 12 people by Tourist Police and
Highway Police on February 8, Ranong Immigration reiterated that
its slap-on-the-wrist policy remains unchanged. Anyone making it
that far will be fined and allowed to make the hop into Burma and
back again.

But anyone doing the run to Ranong should now be aware that,
like wildebeest on migration crossing Kenya'sMaraRiver, thereare
crocodiles waiting for them. Some will get eaten.

Thisisplainly not anationwide drive by Immigration to crack
down on overstays. Nor isit anationwide drive by the Tourist Police
and Highway Police. It isvery much alocal affair.

Just what is behind it is a matter for conjecture. The visa run
bus company has alleged that the police were soliciting bribesin re-
turn for freedom. The police deny this. Indeed, the major in charge
of the Tourist Policetold the Gazette, “1 can guarantee that the Tour-
ist Police officersdid not ask for money becauseweare not introuble
[financially] and | constantly remind them to not do that.”

Others have theorized that the “Ranong 12 “ got caught in a
battle between competing “visa run” companies. But no hard evi-
dence has surfaced to support this theory.

Therewill undoubtedly bethosewho will arguethat “thelaw is
the law” . But anyone familiar with Thailand will know that on-the-
ground interpretation of the law is more important than the word of
the law.

Although this attitude may often be convenient for those who
push the boundaries of Thai law, it also meansthat thereisno consis-
tency. Tomorrow’s interpretation may be radically different from
today’s.

Whilethisparticular local interpretation of immigration law per-
tains, those who find they have overstayed their visas are advised to
fly out of the country. Thus far, neither the Tourist Police nor the
Highway Police appear to be stopping aircraft. _ The Editor
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Let}ers

The Gazetteis pleased to receive mail from read-
ers. Please write to us at 367/2 Yaowarat Rd,
Amphur Muang, Phuket 83000, fax to 076-213971
or send an email to editor@ phuketgazette.net

Coppingout

Following your report regarding
the lack of adequate policing on
Koh Samui, may | suggest that
some of Phuket’s finest be rede-
ployed to Samui to ensure the
safety of that island’s tourists?

Phuket seems to have an
overabundance of these law en-
forcers, given that they are sta-
tioned on average, Six or so a any
one time to “check driving li-
censes’, severa times a week,
on the roads of Phuket.

RancaTrollope
Chalong

‘Rudemistreatment’
of ‘accidental’ felons

I could hardly believe it when |
read about tourists being treated
so rudely by thetourist policefor
avisaoverstay.

Do the Thai government
and peoplewant touriststo come
and help their country after the
tsunami or not?You can’'t haveit
both ways—being anti-tourist and
thentaking thetourist dollar. This
kind of treatment will eventually
backfire because touristswant to
be treated humanely and with
respect.

| can understand if atourist
intentionally breaks the law but
an overstay is not an intentional
crimina act and in any case, the
longer people stay here the more
they will spend, sowhat isthebig
deal?

What are the authorities
afraid of ? Of someonewho stays
a long time and spends a lot of
baht to help thefragile economy?
Thailandwill only hurtitself if this
kind of rude mistreatment is al-
lowed to continue.

| stayed [in Phuket] for six
weeks last year but | don’t know

how long | will stay this year af-
ter hearing about these 12 people
beingjailedlikeanimals.

In fact, | may not come at
all and keep my dollarsintheUS
where people are treated better.
My wife is Thai and cannot un-
derstand why |, as a foreigner,
can't get better treatment when
I visit. | think | will betighter with
my baht if this is the way that
tourists are going to be treated.

Dwight Akins
USA

Rubbishing Phuket

| took awalk along the shore of
Chalong Bay recently, from the
pier to Soi Sukee. | could not be-
lievetheamount of garbage along
the shoreline. Trash was littered
everywhere and the smell was
awful.

| saw a tour boat come in
and unload itstourists. The crew
then dumped garbage on the
beach. | was so disgusted that |
walked up to the boat and politely
asked the crew to pick up the
garbage and put it in a garbage
can. They just laughed and told
me to mind my own business.

Something needsto bedone
about this garbage. | came for a
holiday to enjoy the sunshine and
the beaches. | did not come here
tovisittheloca dump.

Why doesn’t the govern-
ment take care of this problem?

C Clowes
By email

Not actuallyaTOT-
al failurethistime

WEe've been having major prob-
lems with our TOT ADSL ser-
vice for about a month now. In
that time, it's actually worked a
total of only aweek.

with your views for publication in our next issue.
We reserve the right to edit all letters. Pseud-
onyms are acceptable only if your full name and
address are supplied.

We'vecaled TOT's Phuket
office numerous times. We've
called TOT in Bangkok numer-
ous times — they even recognize
my voice Now.

Finally, TOT workerscame
to the house after a month of
complaints and solved the prob-
lem.

My question is this: K.
Adirek (in charge of ADSL,
Phuket), why hasit taken solong?
We were given a phone number
in Phuket City to call, but the
woman at the desk almost never
answersthe phone. My wifetried
caling for half an hour the other
day and it just rang and rang.

Staff at TOT in Bangkok
told me that they had received
many complaintsabout TOT staff
in Phuket, and | can see why.

K. Adirek, you have used
up your greng jai allowance.
Once the TOT workers arrived,
| was satisfied with the service.
The problem was getting people
to wake up and respond.

The*many complaints’ that
TOT Bangkok receives prompt
me to think that many peoplein
Phuket have their own “pathetic
service” storiestotell. I'd liketo
collect such stories with a view
to putting some pressure on these
people to clean up their act and
start delivering the quality of ser-
vice that they promise.

Regardless of whether your
problem turned out to be your
mistake or theirs, | would liketo
hear your horror stories about bad
service, unfulfilled promises of
the “engineer” coming around,
phones that were never an-
swered, and so on.

Please email me with your
complaints at cswiftl@swift-
mail.com.

Chris Swift
Kathu

L etters conveying views and suggestions are published here. Those seeking comment from government
officials or business owners are published as |ssues & Answers on the facing page.
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Phuket: aforgotten destination?

he cancellation of so

many direct flights to

theisland isabig prob-

lem, and one | fear will
eventually cause Phuket tofall off
thetourism mapif allowed to con-
tinue.

The PTA is planning to at-
tend a TAT roadshow to Sydney
and Melbournefrom February 11
tol6. Now that THAI has can-
celed its direct flights to Phuket
from these two cities, we don't
know what we are going to say
to the travel agents we will meet
there. But this trip was planned
long before TG cancel ed the ser-
vice, so we still must go though
withit.

Even if Australian carriers
continue direct flightsto Phuket,
there is arisk that if they stop,
then the only direct flights to
Phuket from Australia will be
charter flights.

| amreally worried that the
effect will be disastrous if there
areno direct scheduled flightsto
Phuket from Australiaand Japan.

OnMarch 5, wewill attend
the ITB [world's largest tourism
trade show] in Germany and af-
ter that we will continue on to
Copenhagen and Stockholm to
run further promotionsthere.

We also have plansto goto
South Korea, Hong Kong and
Russia. These promotional tours
will befunded by the Governor’s
office of the Phuket Provincia
Administration Organization
(OrBorJor).

Even if there are no direct
flights to Phuket from some ma-
jor cities, | don't think we can
afford to stop our promotional
work in those locations. A case
inpointisHong Kong, which used

FIRST PERSON

Despite taking part in numerous Tourism Authority
of Thailand (TAT) “roadshows” and other tourism
promotion schemes, members of the Phuket Tourist
Association (PTA) are now beginning to wonder if all of

these efforts are in vain.

Thai Airways International (THAI) has dropped many of
its direct flights to Phuket from abroad, making it
harder and more time-consuming for tourists to reach
Phuket. Worsening the situation further is a reduction in
THAI'S Phuket-Bangkok flights and government cuts to
the TAT budget for overseas advertising of Phuket.
With more than 30,000 hotel rooms on the island, PTA
president Pattanapong Aikvanich fears for the future
of the island’s economy should Phuket become a

“forgotten” destination.
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to be amajor year-round source
of tourists — when people there
could get direct flights.

Hong Kong now has a
Disneyland, whichisattracting a
lot of visitors from [mainland]
China and Taiwan. But | think
eventually interest in Phuket will
return to these markets.

The main sources of tour-
ists to Phuket are South Korea,
Australia, Europe and Thailand.
We cannot forget Thai tourists,
because about 25% of tourists
visiting Phuket are from other
parts of Thailand.

But we must not stop mar-
keting abroad, either. We re-
ceived abudget to do roadshows
from both the province and
OrBorJor, but today the TAT
budget from central government
was cut. If the central govern-
ment recoghi zed Phuket’simpor-

tance as a regional tourism and
travel hub, it would not have au-
thorized these budget cuts. There
is nothing the TAT office in
Phuket can do about the budget
cuts, sotheir policy thisyear isto
stop marketing at conventions.

We discussed the problem
with THAI after they cut the
Melbourne-Sydney-Phuket route,
but they said their load factor, at
just 60%, was making them lose
about 1-2 million baht per month.
We think thisis small compared
to the number of tourists the
flights bring to Phuket and the
money they spend here.

In fact, the government
should help by giving a market-
ing budget to the TAT or by pro-
viding theairlinewith afuel cost
subsidy.

We should try and improve
our communication, whichwill be

better than announcing that the
route has been canceled by say-
ing, “I1t'sfinished.”

So far, direct international
flights to Phuket that THAI has
decided to cancel arefrom Hong
Kong, Sydney-Melbourne, Osaka
and some of those from Tokyo. |
have heard that THAI plans to
stop flights from South Koreain
February or March.

| don’t understand why
THAI hasfelt it necessary to stop
these routes when other airlines
can continue to operate them. If
THAI cannot run these routes at
a profit, they should cede them
to alow-cost carrier who can.

My biggest worry isthat the
Andaman provinceswill become
a forgotten destination, because
when tourists want to travel here
— but cannot — they will simply
find alternative destinations.

THAI now operates only
about 12 to13 flights per day be-
tween Bangkok and Phuket; be-
forethetsunami, they flew about
18. Thebig problemisthat people
arriving in Bangkok on interna-
tional flights must then get acon-
necting flight if their final desti-
nation is Phuket.

Thiscreatesmajor problems
when there are not enough flights
to Phuket. | got a lot of com-
plaints from people who tell me
that they need to book too far in
advance and that the flights are
awaysfull.

I’ ve seen as many as 40-50
people queued up in Bangkok
hoping to get a standby ticket to
Phuket over long weekends or
during holidays. Maybe these
people will just give up on com-
ing here altogether.

On someflights, such asthe
flight from Japan’s Narita I nter-
national Airport to Phuket, they
should try to cut down on the
number of direct flights — say
from seven per week to three —
rather than just axing the route
completely.

This is better because the
route will be kept alive and it
won't be necessary to start from
scratch with thetravel agentsand
other parts of the tourism indus-
try when demand increases.

It really is very difficult
without direct flights. How would
you feel about an enforced three-
hour stopover in Manila every
time you flew from Phuket to
Tokyo?

| wouldn't likeit, you prob-
ably wouldn'tlikeit and nor would
other tourists, but that iswhat the
situation will be if they do away
with the direct route.

Why isit so difficult to

find booksand music
by HM theKing?

Try as| may, | have been unable
tofind in Phuket’sbook or music
shops any trandations or books
(apart from Tong Daeng) or
music—specificaly thejazz com-
positions of HM King Bhumibol
Adulyadg.
| am particularly interested
in finding HisMgjesty’strandla-
tion of PhyllisAuty’s Tito, a bi-
ography of Marshal Josip Broz
Tito, the former Yugoslavian
leader.
| had hoped that my lack of
success was simply the result of
the staff at B2Sin Central Festi-
val Phuket not understanding my
English, but when | asked aThai
friend to inquire, she was met
with similarly blank — yet still
smiling — faces, and ordering a
book or a CD seemed, as ever,
simply too difficult atask for the
staff.
William Stephenson
Phuket

Araya Khao-Uthai, Manager
of B2S Book shop, Central
Festival Phuket replies:

B2S stocks only the Tong
Daeng book by HM King Bhumi-
bol Adulyadej. Therearetwo ver-
sions: a story and a cartoon edi-
tion both in Thai and Englishin
the same edition.

Other books in B2S relat-
ing to his Royal Highness are
written about him and not by him,
such as the Thai-language Ban-
tuk Khong Poh [Notes of the
Father]. We also have CDs fea-
turing music composed by the
King.

Asregardsour staff, weare
terribly sorry but almost all of our
staff are non-English speakers.
However, B2S has a computer
program to find editions through
a name check search. We hope
to start an English training course
to ensure our staff provide the
best service to our customers.

| ssues&
ANSWERS

Have a question or an idea for Phuket’s authorities or institutions?
Submit your queries or suggestions to us and we’ll ask the appropriate people.

Write to: The Phuket Gazette, 367/2 Yaowarat Rd, Muang, Phuket 83000. Fax 076-213971, or
submit your issue at www.phuketgazette.net

Whoisresponsiblefor dangerous’ safety’ measures?

It seems that most of the main
highwaysin Phuket haverecently
had reflective lane markers in-
stalled along the middle of the
road, ostensibly to aid safe night-
timedriving.

Unfortunately, these mark-
ers are dangerous, especialy for
motorcyclists, and | am surethey
will cause lots of accidents.

| have seen dangerousinci-
dents caused by these objectsand
| don’t want to imaginewhat will
happen in therainy season, when
road conditions get slippery. For
car drivers they are very annoy-
ing and dangerous, too, as they
can damagetiresand lead to traf-
fic lowdowns; on narrow roads
it has become dangerousto over-
take. | wonder how many motor-
cyclists will have to die before

these reflectors are removed. A
reflectivenon-dip colored central
linewould havethe same desired
effect without the dangers.
Who was responsible for
these reflective devices, and are
they aware, that he/she will be
responsible for every dead mo-
torcyclist because of this non-
sense? Phuket's roads are dan-
gerousenough; wedon’t need ad-
ditional hazards.
George Della Pietra
Phuket

Thanit Sakiya, Chief of Phuket
Provincial Highways Office
(PPHO) replies:

The main reason we in-
stalled reflective lane markerson
Phuket’sroadsistoimproveroad
safety. We want to help drivers

see the lane divisions at night,
especially when it's raining. We
have never heard of an accident
caused by skidding on these
markers.

The reflective markers
have been installed on the main
highway roadsfollowing standard
safety rules, whichisto say inthe
middle of the road — where mo-
torcycles [and other vehicles]
shouldn’t normally be. We have
engineers who are specifically
responsible for accident preven-
tion but we al so accept any com-
ments that may be useful in im-
proving road safety. We would
also like to encourage all road
users to drive safely because —
generaly —it is not the road but
the driver “at fault” when an ac-
cident happens.
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1XINg With the gene genies

here's exciting news
from the wonderful
world of science. Bio-
technologists are now
creating hybrid animalsby fusing
theembryosof unrelated species.
They’ veaready produced ageep
— a creature with the head of a
goat and the body of a sheep.
They’ve also injected hu-
man brain cells into mouse fe-
tuses, giving us a mouse that is
1% human. Imagineaninterview
with a mouse that has human
braincells:

Tsow: How do you feel, mouse?

Mouse: How do you think
| feel, you imbecile? | want a
pizza

T: Mice don't eat pizza.

M: Micewith human brain
cellsdo. | also want to get out of
this cage. Set me up in a condo
on Sukhumvit, with maid service,
aircon, cable TV and a Jacuzzi.
And get me a female mouse for
companionship. Better still, get
meseveral. Sexy ones, withlarge
bazongas.

T: You are a very obnoxious and
demanding mouse. Immoral,
too. We should kill you before
you can reproduce.

M: You can't do that, mo-
ron, that would be murder. | have
human brain cells, after all.

T: It would be only 1% murder
because you're only 1% hu-
man. Bye-bye, mousie. (Kills
MOUSE).

Even more exciting are the pos-

TSOWNDINGS
]
By S. TSOW

sibilitiesfor hybrid animals. Here
areajust few:

The Dat. Combination of a dog
and a cat. Says “Bow-meow”.
Wagsitstail and purrsat the same
time. A highly conflicted cresture,
because cats and dogs hate each
other. Is always chasing itself.
Scientistswant to know what will
happen if it catchesitself.

The eleroach. A hybrid el-
ephant-cockroach. Scientists are
curious to know if it will be as
small asacockroach or asbig as
an elephant.

If the latter, there could be
trouble. How would you like to
go into your bathroom and run
into a cockroach the size of an
elephant? Likes to eat currant
buns and live in drainpipes. Of-
ten starvesto death, because cur-
rant buns don’t grow in drain-
pi pes.

Nasty possibility intherainy
season when the sewers flood
that all the eleroaches would
come swarming out. They'd be
all wet, mad ashell, and trumpet-
ing furiously asthey gore somtam
vendors with their tusks and
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IMTEENATICNAL GO ERNEMENT CERTIFECATE
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Jom us and observe o closs
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trample on all the Hondas and
Toyotas.

Thechow. A chicken-cow amal-
gam. A very productive animal.
Gives milk and lays eggs, often
at thesametime. Itisawondrous
spectacleto seethe chow gointo
erotic spasms as eggs come pop-
ping out of its backside while
you'remilkingit. Themaleof the
species, called a cooster, crows
“Cock-a-doodle-moooo!”

The bish. Combines the best
features of abird and afish. Can

both fly and swim. A subspecies,
the shargle, biteslikeashark and
flies like an eagle. Not the kind
of feathered friend bird-watchers
liketo spot.

Mountain climbers can
now enjoy the thrill of a shark
attack without even going near
the water. Skydivers and para-
gliderswill have to take special
precautions when shargles are
cruising through the air at feed-
ingtime.

It would be even better if
we could create hybrid humans
to achieve world peace:

Thaksin Boonmee. Also
known as Thirayuth Shinawatra.
A hot-tempered academic. Fabu-
lously wealthy, even though he
doesn’t teach night courses.
Saysthingslike* According
to postmodernist reductionist con-
ceptual constructs, asinterpreted
by Wittgenstein with a gloss by
Derrida, the UN isnot my father
and the US is a useless friend.”
Likesto argue with himself.

S Tsow can be flamed at stsow
@yahoo.com, except when he's
arguing with himself.

SOM

'mgoingtobeasgentleasl

can with Duncan Stearn be-

cause, as a regular humor

columnist, hehasahard row
to hoe — or hard yakka as the
folks say in his home country of
Australia. Our Man in Pattaya
(Mitraphab Press, Kincumber
NSW, 2005, 224pp) is a collec-
tion of 53 short, first-person, hu-
mor articleshe haswrittenfor the
both this paper and the Pattaya
Mail.

Now I’ vefilled four books
full of first-person, humor stories,
but I never had to write them on
aschedule. | just waited for adi-
saster to happen to me, thenwrote
about it.

| was never faced with the
guestion: what am | going to be
funny about this week?

The regular humor colum-
nists in Bangkok — Roger Crut-
chley at the Bangkok Post and
S. Tsow at The Nation and the
Gazette — have their good days
and their bad days.

The premier American hu-
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I TICISM

morist, Dave Barry of the Miami
Herald, hashisgood daysand his
great days. But Dave Barry is
possessed by the Devil.

A second problem is Dun-
can Stearn’s subject matter: the
sexpats of Pattaya.

It'shard to seehow towring
any more blood from this sleazy
stone.

The classic stereotypic
couple— beer-bellied, bald, geri-
atric, dumb white guy and cute
tiny Thai girl withamind likean
electronic calculator — has been
beaten to death.

So have asides about six-
foot-tall katoeys. So where does
that leave you? Especially if
you' re Duncan Stearn and you' ve
already written Pattaya: Pat-
pong on Seroids; Pattaya
Snaps: A Celebration of the
Women of Pattaya, and Pattaya
Unplugged.

So | have to say up front
that much of the humor in Our
Man in Pattaya is lame and
strained. Hardly any of the sto-
rieswork as awhole, but Stearn
does come up with some gems.

Like many in Pattaya, he
hasasteady girlfriend but dlipsin
hookers on the side.

Cleaning up after a one-
night stand, heishorrified to find
atell-tale long black hair on his
bathroom floor. This wouldn’t
seemto be aproblem, except that
his girlfriend has short hair dyed
blonde. His solution? Paint the
bathroom floor black.

Authorized Reseller

‘Imagine a motley

collection of rabid

cats letlooseina
ceramics shop,
pursued by a
pack of hungry

mongrels
wearing army
boots’

He is also quick to notice
changesin the nightlife scene:

“The girls and boys work-
ing in the entertainment industry
have embraced Internet technol-
ogy with afervour matched only
by captains of industry and cor-
porate raiders.

“Walk past any existing
Internet Café and you will see a
veritable smorgasbord of talent
madly tapping away at the key-
boards as they send messages of
undying love, devotion and bank
account detailsinto cyberspace.”

Hehasaproper Aussie con-
tempt for golf fops and wine
snobs.
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OuUTSIDE

IN
By LisKinswoman

This column is dedicated to
how the outside world sees
Phuket. But this week Lis
can't help but set her sights
a little wider to announce that
Bangkok’s Don Muang
airport is the sixth most
slept-in airport in the world.
Yes! There’'s a website
dedicated to tales of people
who have slept in airports.
It's a whole new world,
though not unconnected ...
as will be revealed.
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Off the
SHELF

By JamesEckardt

“If you happen to be the
man in the green tweed jacket,
checked plus fours and wearing
a loud Panama hat on the fifth
hole at the Coffs Harbour course
back in 1993 then | apologise.
Somebody told me | should have
shouted ‘four’ . . . Believe me
when | say | wasn't aiming at
you; or at least | didn’t think I’d
be able to hit you at that dis-
tance.”

He laments the passing of
Pattaya beer bars for more ef-
fete wine establishments.

“Not only do some of the
local rags carry regular columns
about how to guzzle vino without
getting your brown paper bag
wet, astring of upwardly mobile
munching palaces have taken to
promoting the value of the
grape.”

Of the musicians who play
a temple fairs, he offersthisin-
delibleportrait:

“Imagineamotley collection
of rabid catslet |loosein aceram-
ics shop, pursued by a pack of
hungry mongrels wearing army
boots and you have something
approaching the‘ sound’ made by
these alleged ‘musicians’...
Oftentimes they sound as if
they’ ve been attacked with asuc-
cession of cattle prods.”

Again and again hereturns
to the subject of Pattaya bargirl
romance.

“1 would like to propose a
phrase that, if empirical surveys
are correct, is uttered by foreign
visitorsto their sceptical friends
and acquaintances here at least
five hundred times a night and
twice as much on Sundays: ‘ but
she's different’. In Latin, this
comes out as caveat emptor,
which also means ‘empty wal-
let’.”

Deathless literature? No.
But take it to the beach.

Welird nightsin Don Muang

“July 2003 On 3rd day got chum-
my with some girl called Wanna
doing surveys who also got me
somericein! Spent 3rd night ...
at the gay man’s house, his idea
not mine, it was 3am and i thought
why not? fair play he did not try
it on but shared a bed.

“Back totheairport for his
afternoon shift and met up with
a mad Scot who supplied me
with as much beer as i could
handle so spent 4th night in
drunken stupor outside Term 1
smoking fags... Mark xoxoxoxo-
xox” (1)

“May 2004 - Had towait for
7 hours at Bangkok for my con-
nectionto LHR. Within 5 minutes
of lying on a bench | was pes-
tered by a homosexual baggage
handler who made it clear he
wanted to handlealittlemorethan
my baggage.

“He told me he had slept
with a bloke caled Mark a few
years previously who he had met
in the same place, and they had
gone back to his place in Bang-
kok. | spent the remaining 6 hrs
55 minslocked inatoilet (alone).
Thank god my flight was on
time.” (1)

But let's get back to good old
Phuket, shall we?

Jai yen yen: “You know that we
have said that Thaisdon’t liketo
get angry becauseit showsalack
of control and they loseface, hell
go to Patong for anight and you
will see that tradition fly out the
window very quickly.

“In Phuket Town, itismuch
more Thai and | think much
friendlier ... Theonly thing about
Phuket Townthat | don’t carefor
isthat itsabitch to get around on
your own. The streets are like a
maze and too many accidents to
talk about. (2)

Paradise lots; “If thereis alife
that’s better than the one on

Phuket, I'd like to see it... |
hadn’t seen so many blond-
haired, blue-eyed people in one
place since that Walmart in Utah
... Phuket is the place to go.

“If you want to hit some
hoping [sic], beachside night-life,
Phuket isyour place. If you want
torelax inaquiet beachtown, go
to Phuket. If

on another planet or perhapsin a
pardlel universewherethingsac-
tually happen theway they should
in Thailand and people actually
giveas«+t about oneanother.” (4)

The Peril of the Andaman:
Ever get the feeling that some
people are dyed-in-the-wool

drama queens?

you want to stay “Ignoring the
in an expensive red flag and our
et 11 yo, [INMICOUGNBUEIYERY [7or"" U=
want to stay a& | What | was hearing up to our knees
a cheap place land | thought | was on| [0 the clear,
Phuket. " | another planet or | daman Sea
“Phuket ; “About
just has it i, | Perhaps in a parallel | g . oo avay,
Evetryihi?g ec  |universe where things the”'fggt waves
cept its touri eaved, curled,
industry back. aCtua”y happen the and crashed.
©) way they should in %;g“fgt'% gmft‘;
A fair cop: | Thailand and people | caps broke a-
“Every time | actuaIIy give a Swxt round and over
throw apiece of : us, pounding us
rubbishawayin | about one another.” | with a roiling
Thailand | have turmoil of froth
got six cops on and fury, before

my backside

demanding a 1,000 baht fine (in-
cluding this holiday) but when |
need a cop to help me there is
never any to be found.

“Eventualy | found apolice
officer directing traffic on the
other side of Patong beach and
tomy surprise he dropped every-
thing and came to rescue imme-
diately.

“He spoke reasonable En-
glishand he explained on theway
back to the hire operator that the
police spent far too much time
dealing with these unscrupulous
hire operators who constantly
ripped off the tourists.

“He went on to say that if
tourists kept getting ripped off
then they would not come back
to Phuket. | couldn’t believewhat
| washearing and | thought | was

hissing in re-
treat and launching another at-
tack.

“After enduring a number
of assaults, we made our way
back to the beach on rubbery
legs, feeling asif wehadjust com-
pleted an energetic workout. The
smileof theever-vigilant lifeguard
did not [conceal] hisfeelingsre-
garding thefoolishness of twoin-
trepidtourists...

“ After negotiating thefare,
we left Patong... and bounced
and sputtered into the blackness
of thesultry night, our livesinthe
hands of a speed demon, ever
grinning tuk-tuk.” (5)

The*smileof theever-vigi-
lant lifeguard” was in al likeli-
hood the result of a deep confu-
sion astowhy farang are so myo-
pic that they cannot seered flags

along the beach and —forgive my
cynicism, but the tuk-tuk driver
was probably grinning because
he'd just made a killing from a
would-be Paul Theroux.

More perils of wisdom: “...he
warned us that diving was not
ideal right now because of the
stormy conditionsand that aferry
had gone down yesterday trying
to get from Phuket to a smaller
island in the area.

“Thiswasjust 10 min after
adive operator had tried to con-
vinceusto go diving the next day
... areal entrepreneur has disas-
ter T-shirts, highlighting all the
problems Thailand has had with
tourismover thelast few years...
Bomb scare 2001, Bird Flu 2002,
SARS 2003, and Tsunami 2004.

“He asks, 2005 ??7?72.. |
don’'t think | want to know or be
around for whatever it is.” (6)

TheLand of Frowns?“A couple
weeksback | applied for my new
Aussie passport (I WAS an
American but immigrated to Oz
ontheeveof Bush'selection) and
they rejected my photo —because
| was smiling!

“Turnsout they use biomet-
rics to scan the shape and pro-
portions of your face and asmile
totally throwsit all off. Sointhe
future Thai immigration can ex-
pect to see a lot of glum faced
Aussies arriving. More than

usual anyway.” (7)

1. deepinginairports.net

2. mensasia.com/Travel/Thailand/
Phuket/Phukettown

3. basmati.blogspot.com/

4. stickmanbangkok.com/reader/
reader1017

5. thingsasian.com/goto_article/ar-
ticle.1080

6. traveldiary.stracke.us/archives/
2005/03/07/tsunami-area-
phuketpatong-beach-thailand/

7. stickmanbangkok.com/Weekly/
weekly224

Open 8:00 to 6:00 every day
Patong (behind Krung Thai Bank)
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KHUN WOODY'S

COMPUTER
Q& A

Norton Internet Security

was included free when |
bought my new computer, but |
have two problemswithiit.

First, Norton Firewall keeps
bugging me about alowing pro-
grams to connect to the Internet.
Second, it keeps asking me for
money.

Do | readly need the fire-

wall? Should | succumb to Nor- [T =5E main DNS setting on my com-
ton's demands that | pay fora |*© =~ — = = oo o & 1 puter.
“free” program? Wt i T | e | e | 3 X M) [ _ | changed all the other com-
IM [ R B et ot =8 | putersonmy network, andvoilal
Bangkok ¥ et e vt suddenly — after months of try-
ikt Cormetzn ing to get the problem solved via
Norton Internet Security [/ e — : — TOT tech support in Bangkok —
covers several important -5|| = s LRI RiE] it all worked. |
bases, but there are programsthat ST g i R o tlr—:ere’s howblto teélt alrft you
are just as good, are not nearl - Finderl ol g ol el s g avethe sameproblem. your
as (;btrusivg, and don't have)é R i) iy nd o favorite Web browser and go to
habit of demanding filthy lucre S AT e IR O an P pkiess pomicaly Hotmail (www.hotmail.com).
every 90 days H EE— et I you have a Hotrmal ac-
Every Windows computer | = 0o Facks Schadies iy AL count, loginwithyour ID. If you
that’s connected to the Internet | B s Frs o Fiyigas EE_N_ A don’'t have a Hotmail account,
needs an anti-virus program, an | A L i follow the instructions on that
anti-spyware program and a I —— e oy page to sign up for one.
firewall. Period. No exceptions. et it et i T S If you get all the way
For an anti-virus program, | Funiosnineoslussisidmsoclisse e an_tn 1. A" through to themain Hotmail page
recommend — and use — AVG E & : i Ehemate [E. et | —thatis, if you canread and cre-
Free Edition from Grisoft. £ oS e e st o S s e ate email messages — breathe a
As long as you're using Sy sighof relief. You don't havethis
AV G Freein your home, and not L [ o | cwes | particular problem.

for acommercial enterprise, it's
absolutely free.

Grisoft makes its money
with licenses for companies and
organizations. Download it from
http://free.grisoft.com

For an anti-spyware pro-
gram, | recommend Microsoft’s
free(yes, you read that correctly)
AntiSpyware, which is currently
available at www.microsoft.com/
athome/security/spyware/soft-
ware/default.mspx.

Microsoft is in the process
of developing AntiSpyware into
a new product called Windows
Defender, and bundling it with
(decidedly not free) protection
packages. So get it freewhileyou
can.

Finally, thefirewall builtinto
Windows XP Service Pack 2
(SP2) works fine, as far as it
goes. If you have Windows XP
and you aren’'t running SP2,
you're playing with fire. Run —
don’t walk —to update.microsoft.
com and go through all the steps
necessary to get up to date.

The SP2 firewall works
only one way: it only keeps the

T
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DODGING THE DUMMIES: Go here to sort out the ‘frozen browser’ problem with TOT ADSL lines.

bad guys out of your system.
Advanced firewallsblock poten-
tially problematic programs that
try to reach out from your ma-
chine and get onto the Internet.
The SP2 firewall doesn’t do that.
Windows Vista, the next version
of Windowsdueout latethisyear,
does have a two-way firewall.

You want a two-way fire-
wall sothat you'll bewarned if a
malicious program has already
taken hold of your computer. Look
for a free solution such as
ZoneAlarm (www.zonelabs.
com).

| just installed a new com-

puter, hooked it up to my
TOT ADSL line, and it doesn’t
work.

Actually, | can get to most
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websites, but as soon as | try to
log onto eBay, Hotmail, Gmail or
PayPal, the computer just freez-
es.

The same thing happens
when | try to submit my credit
card information to Amazon to
buy a book, or to thaiair.com to
buy an airplane ticket.

My old computer worked
fine. What am | doing wrong?

RM
Patong

Thisbug has been about for

nearly ayear and TOT still
hasn’t solved the problem.

Worse still, TOT tech sup-
port still won't communicate by
email and every time you call
them you are put through to a
person who is new to your same
old problem, and because there
isno “client history” record, you
get to start all over from scratch
each timeyou call.

Every Internet Service Pro-
vider, including TOT, is respon-

Hestaurant §
Management |

Sit Telecom Phuket

sible for setting up a computer
called a Domain Name Server
(DNS).

The DNS translates Web
addresses you and | can under-
stand (say, www.phuketgazette
.net) into numbers that the
Internet can understand (a so-
caled“IPAddress’, inthiscase,
203.146.21.166).

| don’'t know why, but the
DNS that TOT uses for some of
its customers doesn’t work with
“secure” Web sites, such as
Amazon.com or thaiair.com or
SCBEasy.com, that need to es-
tablish secure connections with
your computer.

| had that problem for al-
most a year — and dozens of
phone callsto TOT in Bangkok
didn’'t solveathing.

| finally found the trick. |
called theloca TOT instalation
folks and had them re-install the
ADSL line. Whenthey left, | went
snooping and was astounded to
find that they had over-writtenthe

If you can’t get through —if
your browser just sits there at
some point, frozen, lost in space
— here's how to fix things. Note,
thisisn’t official TOT advice. It's
just a hack that worked for me.

Click Start | Control Panel |
Network and Internet Connec-
tions | Network Connections.
Right-click on either Local Area
Connection if you have a hard-
wired connection, or Wireless
Network Connection if you con-
nect to the Internet via wireless.

At the bottom of themiddle
box you'll see an entry that says
Internet Protocol TCP/IP.

Click onceonthat line, then
click Properties. You'll seeadia
log box that lookslikethe one pic-
tured on this page.

Click the button marked
Use the Following DNS Server
Addresses, then type these four
numbersin the box for Preferred
DNS Server: 203 121 130 39

Click OK twice. It'll takea
whilefor your computer to digest
the new settings, but whenyou're
done, you should be able to get
onto any secure site.

Blame the folksat TOT in
Bangkok. They’re clueless.

Woody can be contacted by
sending email to him at woody
@khunwoody. com.

ISR -4E Plamg-Nes B, Moang, Phoket SMH00
Tell T 111900 Fan, 078233 HH wwa smibelecom com

If aneventisn't listed
in the Gazette's

Events Calendar

it probably isn’'t one.
List your event now.

phuketgazette.net/calendar
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Phuket native Nivit Aroon-
rat, 54, is the new Phuket
Provincial Chief Adminis-
trative Officer (Palad). K.
Nivit has a law degree
from Ramkhamhaeng Uni-
versity and a master’s de-
gree in public and private
management from the Na-
tional Institute of Develop-
ment Administration. His
experienceincludesserving
as District Chief in seven
provinces, the last before
moving to Phuket being a
two-year stintin Lumlukka
District, Pathum Thani
Province.

bodia.

Gregory Anderson, 50,
from Sydney, Australia, has
been appointed General
Manager of Le Meridien
Khao Lak Beach Resort &
Spa. Mr Anderson, who
has an artsdegree from his
nativeAustralia, haswork-
ed with Le Meridien for
seven years. Before taking
up hispositioninKhao L ak,
Mr Anderson was Area
Director of Salesand Mar-
keting at the PlazaAthenée
Bangkok, whichisaRoya
Meridien hotel, and at Le
Meridien Angkor in Cam-

™

Chantana Jasper, 31, aThai na-
tional bornin Georgia, USA, has
joined ArtAsia Press as Staff
Writer and Assistant Editor of
Phuket Magazine. K. Chantana
has a degree in political science
from North Carolina State Uni-
versity inthe US. She hasworked
as Marketing Associate and
Commissioned Reporter for the
City of Sarasota, in Florida, USA,
and asMedia Coordinator and as
Publicity Director for the US
Army, based in Hanau, Germany.
Beforejoining ArtAsiaPress she
was Web Content Editor for
Insiteful Web Servicesin Chiang
Mai.

No sign of takeoff for Phuket-Haad Yai air service

By Gazette Staff

PHUKET: Following disastrous
losses in 2004 and 2005, Phuket
Air laid off over 300 staff be-
tween April and end-August
2005. Phuket's namesake carrier
also closed its offices in Phuket,
Krabi and Haad Yai and, in Oc-
tober, suspended itsdaily service
betweentheidand and Haad Yai.

Phuket Air’s abandonment
of the Phuket-Haad Yai (HKT-
HDY) service, which had used
aging 64-seat Y S11 aircraft from
Japan, was only the latest in a
string of such cancelations of the
route between the two interna-
tional airports.

Businessmantryingtoavoid
asix-hour drive between the two
cities — or a nine-hour bus jour-
ney — now find themselves hav-
ing to fly al theway to Bangkok
and then south to Haad Yai, com-
ing back the same way.

Haad Yai-based travel ag-
ent Raju Sharma, who has an of -
fice and coordinates visarunsto
Penang, where Sharma Travel's
main office is located, told the

Gazette, “My Phuket customers
are not to happy about there not
being aflight here,” he said.

He said there have there
had been rumors that Thai Air-
Asiawas hegotiating to take over
the route and was only waiting
for final approval.

The Gazette was unable
confirmation this with Thai
AirAsia. The legality of that
carrier’ sexisting domestic routes
came under question recently,
when magjority control of the car-
rier fell into foreign hands with
the controversial sale of Thai
AirAsid s parent company, Shin-
Corp, to the Singaporean gov-
ernment’s Temasek investment
arm.

Other airlines appear unin-
terested in the route.

K alayapha Panich, Phuket-
based District SalesManager for
Upper-Southern Thailand of Thai
Airways International (THAI),
said that THAI had no plans to
resurrect its HDY-HKT service.

“I think themain reason that
we stopped it years ago isthat it
is a short distance and the load
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factor doesn’'t justify it,” she said.

A publicrelationsofficer at
Nok Air, thelow-cost carrier ma-
jority-owned by THAI, said on
condition of anonymity that her
airline, too, had no plansto take
over the route.

Tourism Authority of Thai-
land (TAT) Phuket Office Region
4 Director, Suwalai Pinpradab,
said that restablishing air service
between the two citieswould sup-
port the TAT’s strategy of bring-
ing in more low-season tourists
from Malaysiaand Indonesia.

“Not having this service
does make it harder for visitors
from Malaysia and even Medan
inIndonesiatotravel to Haad Yai
and then get a connecting flight
here.

“Accessibility is a major
factor in tourism growth. | think
the flight would really support
tourism asthe number of Malay-
sian visitors would triple if they
were able to fly here via Haad
Yai,” she said.

Phuket Tourist Association
President Pattanapong Aikwa-
nich noted that Malaysians could

still fly direct to Phuket on the ex-
isting Kuala Lampur-Phuket
flight. The absence of a HKT-
HDY route affected business
travel morethan tourism, hesaid.

“l won't go on a business
tripto Haad Yai unlessit'sreally
urgent, because it means | have
to drive there. Haad Yai is the
major commercial area of lower
southern of Thailand, just as
Phuket is for the upper South.

“TheHKT-HDY flight was
one of the first [non-Bangkok]
domestic routesin Thailand. It's
unbelievable that there is no air
service between the two cities,”
he said.

“We have heard nothing
about another carrier taking over
thisroute, but if it happensit will
certainly be good,” he added.

Phuket Airport Director Sg/
Ldr Pornchai Eua-aree, formerly
Director of Haad Yai Airport, told
the Gazette that he had already
checked with many carriers
about taking over theroute, only
to get the same answer: there is
not sufficient demand to operate
the route at a profit.
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“Thereisdemandfor flights
but not enough to cover costs,”
he said. Other airlines that have
flowntheroute[ THAI, Bangkok
Airways, Andaman Air and
Phuket Air] have never managed
tomakeaprofit onit. | think they
should consider aBangkok-Phu-
ket-Haad Yai route,” he said.

TheAviation Department is
keen to see a carrier take over
the route and would accept of-
fers from any interested carrier,
he added.

One company that would
appear to benefit from the lack
of a HKT-HDY air link is Sri-
trang Tour Co, which operates
eight air-conditioned coaches
daily between the two cities.

However, Sritrang Manag-
ing Director Waluree Wiprakasit
said she had not noticed any rise
in passenger numbers since the
cancelation of Phuket Air’'s
HKT-HDY service.

“Almost all our passengers
are local people. Some are stu-
dents studying in Haad Yai and
othersarepatientstravelingtothe
Prince of Songkhla University
Hospital. We don’t get many
businessmen using our service....
for those who do want to travel
between thetwo cities| think it's
alot faster for them to do it by
flying viaBangkok,” she said.
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Coming In from the

By Richard Watson

0 most people, Russia

would have no appeal

for their investment

capital or any part of it.
For othersin search of outstand-
ing returns, it still offersenormous
attractions.

There are various ways
that an investor can have astake
in Russia, from diluted versions
of the BRIC concept —afund that
investsinBrazil, Russia, Indiaand
China—which have been featured
inthiscolumn before. Previoudly,
I mentioned BRIC in reference
to HSBC’s fund. However,
BRIC is aso being used as an
investment block by Goldman
Sachs and others. It seems that
the BRIC concept will soon be
featured on many fund manag-
ers“available’ list.

The other highly profitable
approach has been an Eastern
European approach, which in-
cludesRussia. Investment groups
such as Thames River Capital
have delivered gains of around
300% over the past five yearsin
their Eastern European funds.

However, for any investor
who wants Russia as adirect in-
vestment destination for part of
a portfolio, there are several
choices.

The largest foreign portfo-
lio investor in Russiais Hermit-
age Capital Management.

Its investment started in
1994, so, in terms of Russian in-
vestment history, it wasoneof the
pioneers. Since then, Hermitage
Capital has turned every US$1

The downside of Russia is that Presidnt Vladimir Putin and the

|

political leadership, despite being labeled as democratic in the media,
places limits on personal freedom, and displays dictatorial tendencies.
But there is also plenty of upside. — Photo by EPA/Sergei Chirikov.

into US$18. Their investment
more than doubled in 2005 alone.

At the recent World Eco-
nomic Forum — held annually in
Davos, Switzerland — the CEO
of Hermitage Capital, Bill Brow-
der, who wasthereto addressthis
body on Russianinvestment, also
gave interviewsto the media.

Heoutlined hisview of Rus-
siaasevolving, from 1994, as a
place of absolute and total chaos
to one of plain chaos. Much of
Browder’ s audience consisted of
the CEOs of large multinationals
interested ininvesting in Russia
He promised that they would suc-
ceedinRussiaonly by “rollingup
their sleeves’.

“Why Russia?’ many inves-
torsmay well ask. Therearemany
reasonsfor and many against. To
start with the latter; the rule of
law is not firmly entrenched and
thepolitical leadership, despitebe-
ing labeled as democratic in the
media, places limits on personal
freedom, and displaystendencies
akinto adictatorship.

Ontheplusside, Russiahas
“never had it so good”. World
commodity priceshave, generaly,
skyrocketed and Russiahas alot
more than most in these fields.
Gold, diamonds, platinum, baux-
ite, cod, oil, natural gasand more
can befoundin profusionin Rus-
sa Russasitsabove possibly the
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greatest treasure trove in the
world.

Russia, via its state-con-
trolled Gazprom entity, isnegoti-
ating with Norway’s state-con-
trolled Statoil to exploit anew ail
and natural gas field in the
Barents Sea. It is estimated that
this area contains at least 40 bil-
lion barrels of the stuff.

Russia received negative
publicity for itsrecent handling of
theUkrainian natural gaspipeline,
which also reaches through
Ukraine to Western Europe.

They insisted that Ukraine
would have to pay the normal
market price for natural gas.
Ukraine's new ruling political
party favors closer ties with the
European Union at the expense
of itshistorical tieswith Russia.

The result was that Russia
insisted on market prices for its
natural gas as opposed to the
75% discount Ukraine had en-
joyed for the previous 15 years.
Russiawon the contest, but only
after bitter animosity.

Russia has forged better
ties with some important coun-
tries. For decades, relationswith
China were sour but they have
now turned 180 degrees. Both
countries have a strong vested
interest in trade links; China
needs Russia's natural resources
and Russiawantstherevenuefor
its own development. The rela-
tionship now includesjoint mili-
tary exercises. Russia's offer to
enrich Iran’s uranium in Russia
itself may defusethetension that
currently exists.

Ontheinvestment front, the
Russian stock market currently
trades at a price/earning ratio
(PE) of around 11..2; this, by Rus-
sian historical standards, is not
cheap. Normally, because of po-
litical and legal concerns, Russia
has has single digit PE ratios.

cold

When compared with Europe,
with a PE of around 13.5, to the
USat 15 and with Japan at 18, it
still offersvalue.

The decision to invest in
Russiarests entirely with thein-
dividual. But it is an interesting
aternative.

ne of the more inter-
esting media inter-
views at the World
Economic Forum was
with the Indian Foreign Minister.

This took place against a
background where, in 2006, the
focus of the forum moved, to a
substantial extent, to the effects
of Chinese and Indian economic
growth on thefuture of theworld.

The Indian Foreign Minis-
ter emphasi zed how manufactur-
ing was to be a substantial part
of the Indian economy, in addi-
tionto thefact that Indiaisintro-
ducing economic reforms on a
daily basis.

Heaso added that Indiaand
China have agreed to bid, on a
joint basis, for oil and gas con-
cessionsaround theworld. Trade
between the two countries has
boomed over the past decade and
political relationships have im-
proved immeasurably.

India’s central bank, the
Reserve Bank, expects economic
growth of 7.5% to 8% this year.
Many economists are predicting
that it will reach 10% a year
within three years.

The center of economic
gravity is changing at an aston-
ishing pace.

Richard Watson runs Global
Portfolios Co Ltd, a Phuket-
based personal financial plan-
ning service. He can be reached
at Tel and Fax: 076-381997,
Mobile: 01-081-4611. Email:
imm@l oxinfo.co.th
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Upset fails to
knock Amigos

off top perch

PATONG: In Week 7 play of
the Patong Darts League, Dog's
Bollocks upset Amigos on the
road with a 7-2 drubbing of the
boys from Soi Sea Dragon.
Amigos salvaged apoint by win-
ning the beer leg to remain at
the top of the table with 17
points.

In other results, Piccadilly
won their fourth straight 3-points
winto moveinto athree-teamtie
for second place with Queen
Mary and Didi’s, all threetied on
15 points.

Perhaps the biggest
achievement of al isthat, withthe
league one-third through, all
matches have been played on
schedule apart from the ones in-
volving Winchester.

It seems that the idea to
impose a “lost business’ fee on
teams who fail to show up for
their road games may really be
working.

February 7 results: Winchester 0 Shak-
ers® 9 (walk-over); Amigos* 2 Dog's
Bollocks 7; Piccadilly* 5Vahalla4; The
Boss Bar* 4 Didi’s 5; Coyote Bar* 8
Two Black Sheep 1; Offshore 5 Queen
Mary* 4. (* winner of beer leg)

Standings: 1. Amigos (17 pts); 2.=
Queen Mary, Piccadilly, Didi’s(15); 5.=
Dog'sBollocks, Valhalla(13); 7. Off Shore
(12); 8. Shakers(11); 9. Coyote Bar (8);
10.= The Boss Bar, Two Black Sheep
(3); 12. Winchester ().

February 21 fixtures: Dog's Bollocks
v Vahalla; Amigosv OffShore; Shakers
v Two Black Sheep; Piccadilly v Queen
Mary; TheBossBar v Winchester; Coy-
ote Bar vs Didi’s. (Home teams first.)

CONFDENCE TRICK

ny top golfer will tell
you that it's not a per-
fect golf swing that
makes a good player.
If the truth be known, many pro-
fessionals on the PGA Tour have
golf swingsthat arelessthan text-
k

ColinMontgomerieand Jim
Furyk are two names that come
tomind. They don’t possessgrest
golf swings, yet they remain
world-class players.

A big difference between
the average golfer and theworld-
classplayer iswhat goesthrough
their minds when playing golf.
Fact: if the average golfer went
onto the course with amore posi-
tiveattitude, then they would play
better golf. Most golfers prepare
for disaster. Great golfersprepare
for success.

STARVATION

| would say that golf is80% men-
tal. Sure, you need to grip the golf
club correctly — and the way |
see somegolfersholding theclub,
I’'m surprised they make any con-
tact with the ball. If they held
their knifeand fork the sameway
as they grip a golf club, they
would starve to death.

So agood grip and a good
set up isimportant. A golf swing
which is a “turn back and turn
through the ball” will befar more
consistent than aswing whichis
all hands and arms.

A good short game is re-
guired; therest isall inthe mind.
The way you think on a golf
courseiswhat the end result will
be. If you go out there thinking
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By David Holloway

DAVID HOLLOWAY, born in
the Midlands, England - but
now a golfing citizen of the
world — is a successful PGA
Tour Professional, having
turned professional at age
17, undertaking four years
of study and sitting the PGA
Training exams to become
a fully-qualified professional.

David admits that life on the Tour means that home tends
to be a hotel and a suitcase, although he is relatively
settled in Phuket for the next few months as he readies
himself for the rigors of the 2006 PGA Tour. In this, the first
in a series of articles, David explains how the right mental
approach to the game can make all the difference.

you're going to play badly, then
nine times out of 10 thisiswhat
will happen. It's a self-fulfilling
prophecy. If you stand on thetee,
and pictureyour bal landinginthe
water or going out of bounds,
there's agood chance it will.

So how do you go about
changing theway you think? The
first thing to accept is that this
changewill not happen overnight.
You need to train your mind to
having positive thoughts on the
golf course.

For example, picture your-
self standing on the tee. “That's
an out-of-bounds on the right”,
youthink toyourself. Your imme-
diate thought, quite naturally, is,
“Don't hit it there.” However,
doing this focuses the mind on
that direction, making it more
likely that that is where the ball
will go.

What you must doispick a
spot where you want the ball to
go, the middle of the fairway for
example. Play the shot in your
mind just once, visualizing your
golf ball flying down the middle
of thefairway. Then addressyour

ball, take one more look at the
middleof thefairway, and pull the
trigger.

Do this with every shot,
even when you're around the
green. On a pitch or chip shot,
look at the spot where you want
your ball toland, play the shot in
your mind — again, do this just
once — and visualize your ball
landing on that spot and rolling
into the hole, then go up to your
ball and go through the samerou-
tine.

POSITIVE

Using this method on every golf
shot will resultinyou playing golf
inamuch morepositiveway. Your
scoreswill improve and you will
find it's much more fun playing
this way.

Golf redlly isagameof con-
fidence, and when it’s low, your
game can be hard work. | have
seen golfersin the Top 10 of the
world rankings give up the game
— all because of alack of confi-
dence.

One story that comes to
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mind is that of Australian pro
golfer lan Baker-Finch. In 1991,
he won the British Open Cham-
pionship shooting 64 and 66 onthe
fina two days. He was a great
player — and a gentleman — and
waswell liked by hisfellow com-
petitors on the tour.

After winning the British
Open, he started to make a few
changes to his golf swing to try
and hit the ball alittlefurther. He
planned to play on the US Tour,
and because the golf coursesin
theUSarelonger compared with
Europe, he felt he needed that
extra length off the tee.

The changes that he made
to his swing worked and he
started to hit the ball longer, but
also alot wilder. He becamevery
erratic off the tee, which showed
in his scores. He then went a
straight 32 tournaments without
collecting a pay check.

Hedecided to goback to his
old swing, the one that had won
him the British Open — and over
amilliondollarsin prizemoney.

NIGHTMARE

But his swing just did not feel
right. He started seeing different
golf coaches, 12 of them to be
precise, and they all told him
much the same thing. They
agreed that hisswing looked good,
that he was hitting the ball great
on the range, but as soon as he
went out onto the golf course, he
just didn’t know which direction
theball wasgoingto go. Thebig-
ger the tournament was, the
worse it got.

It was not his swing which
was the problem, it was his con-
fidence. Moreto the point, it was
his lack of it. He was having a
nightmare out on the course, but
he kept battling away, trying
somehow to find hisgame again.

But it just got worse. In the
1997 British Open, lan Baker-
Finchwashaving oneof hisworst
rounds of golf and was quite lit-
erally al over the place. He re-
turned a first round score of 92,
which was 20 over par. It was
one of the highest scores ever
recorded at The Open by a pro-
fessional.

lan came off the 18" green
and headed for the locker room,
where he broke down in tears.
He later said, “I felt like | was
walking naked, likethegrasswas
taller thanme. | tried towalk with
my head high. [But] It wasreally
hard.”

At just 35 years of age and
at what should have been the
height of his career, he decided
tofinish playing golf.

Thenext timeyou go out for
agame of golf, remember that it
isjust agame, and every minute
of it should be enjoyed. As the
great Ben Hogan said, “Take
time to smell the flowers.”

Comments and questions can be
sent direct to David Holloway
at Email: davidholloway@
golfingfife.com
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Rebak Champagne Run canceled

LANGKAWI: The Rebak Champagne
Run, the overnight yacht race from Phuket
to Langkawi traditionally held on the eve
of theannual Royal Langkawi | nternational
Regatta (RLIR), was aborted for the first
timeinitsfour-year-history.

Tony Knight, of the Ao Chalong
Yacht Club (ACY C), which organizesthe
Champagne Run, explained, “The RLIR
was moved forward, not by just aday but
by nearly a month [to February 11-17],
which madeit very difficult for usto orga-
nize the Champagne Run so quickly after
the Phang Nga Bay Regatta.

“They [could not have expected] 50
boats to be in the Phang Nga Bay Re-
gatta, now officially recognized asthe sec-
ond-largest regattain Asia, and then have
expected them bedown there 10 days| ater.
Their numbers will have been down this
year because of it.”

A disappointed Mr Knight also ex-
plained that the Champagne Run trophy is
a “perpetual cup”, on which the name of
the winning boat each year is inscribed,
and from which the omission of a 2006
winner will remain.

However, he added, “After the

ACY Cannual meeting [set for early April]
we' | betalking to them and hopefully we
can make both events bigger and better.”

Mr Knight also announced that the
first race of the ACYC Keelboat and
Multihull Race Series 2006 will beheld on
March 5, with the rest of the series to be
held onthefollowing dates: March 19, April
2,April 16, June4, June 18, duly 2, duly 16,
August 13, August 27, October 1, Octo-
ber 15, October 29, November 12 and
November 26.

He explained that this year’s race
series has been organized so as to allow

local yachts to compete in other regattas
in the region. “For example, there will be
no ACYC races in May, so local yachts
can race in the Top of the Gulf Regatta
and the Koh Samui Regatta,” he said.

The presentation night for thisyear’s
serieswill beheld on Friday, December 1.

Mr Knight added that on every sec-
ond Sunday starting March 12, theACYC
will havethree Optimist dinghiesavailable
tointroduce childrento sailing.

“We would like to encourage par-

entsto bring their kids out for a day sail-
ing,” hesaid.

Phuket dominate soft tennis

Patong down BCI S, lose
narrowly to lsland CC

KOH KAEW: Patong batted first
on February 11 against a BCIS
team dlightly weakened dueto a
few absentees because of half-
term holidays.

Absenteeism notwithstand-
ing, Patong were once again in
trouble early when Willy Kerr
was run out without facing aball
and three wickets followed soon
after, leaving Patong on 37 for 4
after 11 overs.

Brown (73 runs) was then
joined by Henry (28 not out) and
these two led a recovery to take
Patongto 175 all out off 34 overs.

Catts (10 overs, 2 for 39)
and Millward (9 overs, 1 for 43)
continued their good form with
the new ball but it was Weston
(6.3 overs, 4 for 43) who looked
themost impressivewith hisme-
dium-paced in-swing. Meyer (9
overs, 2 for 48) also bowled well.

The pitch produced more
consistent bounce than in previ-
ousgamesand 175 waslessthan
Patong would have liked. How-
ever, BCIS s reply was going to
beabattlewith only nineplayers
to bat.

Meyer (78 runs) led from
the front and once again showed
some aggressive hitting with 9
fours and 3 sixes. He got some

support from Weston (17 runs)
but sadly it was only a matter of
time after he was out before
Patong took the wickets they
needed to win. All the bowlers
chipped inwith Williamsthe pick
of them with 3 for 23.

Rain stops play: The following
day, Patong went straight into an-
other match, this time against
league leaders Island CC.

This was the last match in
Round 1 of theleague and would
decidewho finished ontop at the
halfway stage.

Patong won the toss and,
interestingly, asked ICCtobatin
extremely warm conditions. Per-
haps this was not so much
gamesmanship but necessity: a
number of their players had been
celebrating their previous day’s
win at their sponsors, TheAussie
Bar, the night before.

ICC duly put them to the
sword and amassed 256 for 6 off
their 40 overs. Vicky Mehra
scored an excellent 88 not out and
found great support fromAnnand
with 41 and Raju Pandey with a
quick fire 46 at the end. All the
bowlers seemed to suffer in the
heat, the only exception being
Williams, who bowled 10 overs

of fine off-spin, returning figures
of 1 for 49.

The score of 256 was a big
—athough not impossible—chal-
lenge. Unfortunately, Patong
found themselves at 51 for 5 af-
ter 14 oversand victory was|ook-
ing particularly unlikely. However,
thisbrought Jason Phillips (53 not
out) to join Brown (60 not out)
and these two started to build a
recovery taking Patong to 163
before the heavens opened and
everyone ran for the pavilion.

The pitch was soon water-
logged and play had to be can-
celed. This meant that the result
was decided on total runs scored
by each side after 28 overs.
Patong had reached 163 but ICC
just pipped them because they
had scored 165 at the same stage
of theirinnings. — Rich Brown

LEAGUE TABLE

1.1dand CC Played 3, won 3, 49 points;,
2. Patong CC Played 3, won 2, 41
points; 3. BCIS CC Played 3, won 1,
28 points; 4. KamalaBeer Garden CC
Played 3, won 0, 10 points.

PHUKET CITY: Phuket natives
and Thai national squad members
Pakorn Niyom-adul and Sakan
Tansiriroj led the charge as
Phuket playerswon fiveof 12 cat-
egories in the the first round of
the Thailand Soft Tennis Cham-
pionship 2006, held a Saphan Hin
from February 11-13.

Pakorn and Sakan both won
al their matches on the way to
the open men’s singles final, in
which Pakorn beat Sakan 4-1.

The pair were also the un-
der-20s men’s singles finalists,
with Sakan beating Pakorn 4-1.

Sakan and his brother Itti
beat Bangkok duo Krit Jantira
and Notthapol Hathong 5-3towin
the open men’sdoubl es, after los-
ing to fellow Phuketians Pakorn
and Permyot Tansakul in the un-
der-20 men’s doubles.

In the under-16 women’s
doubles, Phuket girls Pitchakorn
Kankanok and Chayanit Kong-
kaew beat Vethaka Kaewkam
and Napanan Yomjinda from
ChonBuri.

The dates and venue of the
second round have yet to be an-
nounced.

|sland to host Seaba Cup

PHUKET CITY: Phuket will
host the 6" Southeast Asian Bas-
ketball Association’s women's
championship — the Seaba CUP
—inAugust.

The Seaba Cup, with astan-
dard of play equivalent to that of
the SEA Games, is held every
two years among SEA member
statesMalaysia, Singapore, Indo-
nesia, Vietnam, the Philippines
and Thailand.

In the 5" Seaba Cup wo-
men’s championship, played in

Come

September 2004, Thailand came
second, behind host Singapore.

The competition will beor-
ganizedjointly by the Basketball
Association of Thailand, Phuket
Basketball Club, Phuket Provin-
cial Administration Organization
and the SportsAuthority of Thai-
land.

All gameswill beplayedin
Gymnasium 1 of the Saphan Hin
Sports Complex. Datesand times
of matches will be announced
later.

HOME

NEeous report.

RETRACTION: The Phuket Cricket League (PCL) would like
to point out that commentsin the article supplied to and printed in
the Gazette of February 4, regarding a school punishment being
given to two British Curriculum International School (BCIS) stu-
dents, were incorrect. The PCL apologizesto BCISfor this erro-

FOR HOME AND HOTEL
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Gar deni ng
esterners  are
coddled. Well, they
are nowadays
anyway. “During
the war,” my long-departed

grandmother used to say, “ people
in Britain were healthier than
they’d ever been” (Unless they
had just been blown up by a V-
1 doodlebug — Ed.).

And she was right. They
didn’t have fast food or pretty
much anything that was pro-
cessed or packaged in any way.
(Apart from spam - Ed.)

Today, we have a McDon-
ad's or KFC on virtualy every
street corner —and not just in the
west; these insidious establish-
ments have diversified their op-
erationsinto therest of theworld.
How many McDonad'sarethere
in Phuket now? I’ ve already lost
count of the KFCs.

| don’t think it any coinci-
dencethat if yougo uptolsarn—
a quiet, relatively undeveloped
areain the northeast of Thailand
— that everyone there seems to
be the antithesis of my girth;
they’reall im. Why?Maybeit's
because the KFC mentality
hasn’t quite madeit up there yet.
| have the feeling that the resi-
dentsof Isarn are still eating what
they’ ve been eating for centuries
— including cats if the popular
music video phu bao kin maew
isto be believed —and they seem
to be doing very well onit.

Back to my World War 11
ancestors, who werein asimilar
state of health at the time. They
survived, very successfully, by
consuming whatever they could
find locally; whatever grew
around them. There's nothing to
stop more of us developing this
approach here. Maybe a few
more natural foods would do us

Oddly, it does
grow on trees

all good. Thisisgetting scary now
—I"'m starting to sound like one
of those pale-skinned macrobiotic
types.

There are dozens of edible
plants that grow around us in
southern Thailand, bothin gardens
andtropical forests. Rural villag-
ersdtill usethisbounty, even here
in Phuket, so why shouldn’t we?
In case you fedl the urge to do
something healthy (hang on, I'll
put down my beer), hereisabrief
selection of some of the many
plantsavailable.

Bauhinia: Theyoung shootsand
leaves of the plant are used in
soups and curries. It's dead easy
to spot, as the two-lobed leaves
look like camel toe, whichiswhy
it is also known as the camel’s
foot tree. The bauhiniais aso a
medicinal plant —the bark isused
to soothe mucus membranes and
apparently it's also a “cure” for
dysentery. If you're stuck for
something to tie things together,
thefibrous bark can also be used
to make rope.

Colubrina: This insignificant-
looking bush grows very happily
along coastlines. The seeds are
buoyant and they tolerate salt

The lotus can provide physical sustence as well as fulfilling more
spiritual needs.

quite well. Locals cook it on top
of steamed fish. This versatile
tropica plant can beused for food,
medicine and even as a soap sub-
stitute. 1t's sometimes called the
latherleaf as it creates a lather
when rubbed vigorously. No com-
ment.

Star gooseberry: Though this
small evergreen tree probably
originated in Madagascar, it is
found all over southern Thailand
today. The fruit is particularly
sour. The seeds make it difficult
to eat, yet some villagers make a
kind of chutney out of it. The
young leaves are aso edible. It
can even be used as a skin treat-
ment to relieve fever and for
treating measles. Allegedly.

Kapok tree: The flowers of this
useful tree are edible. They are
used in curries for flavor and to

add some color. The roots are
used as a diuretic and as a skin
softener — certainly an odd com-
bination.

Thebark isuseful for treat-
ing diarrhea and dysentery. The
sap that comes from under the
bark can stop bleeding (Thai to-
bacco is also reputed to be very
good at stopping bleeding, by the
way). The flowers help sooth
burns. Most importantly, the cot-
tony contents of the seed pod are
excellent stuffing for making mat-
tresses and pillows.

Lotus: Bizarrely, thisimportant
plantin Thai religionisalso used
as a popular snack food. The
seeds, hidden in those weird-
looking podsthat 100k like show-
er heads, are eaten raw, or made
into sweetsin theform of cakes,
candies and syrups. The young
leavesareedible, asaretheroots.

Sc:ﬁ‘yﬁ'zlac:n

Luxu ry

Vllhs For SaleJRnt

Nitta tree: Thistree, commonin
the tropical jungles of southern
Thailand comes into seed in the
early summer. It's called sataw
in Thai. Thais from all walks of
life crave these seeds despite the
fact that they giveyouincredibly
bad breath. | actually like the
taste of sataw, but I’'m less en-
thusiastic about the fact that you
can still tastethem 24 hours|later.

Theyoung leavesareedible,
but it's the seeds that people re-
aly go for. They dip them, raw
or roasted, in chili pasteand cook
themin curries; spicy pork curry
is a favorite. If you're married,
eating this stuff as a couple will
makethefollowing day easier for
both of you.

Piperaceae: Thispepper family
leaf grows closeto theground. A
popular Thai snack called miang
kam uses these leaves. You take
aleaf, formitinto asort of bowl-
shape, then sprinklewith roasted
coconut, ginger, small purple on-
ions, asweet syrup, peanutsand,
inevitably, chilies.

Each crunchy biteisan ex-
plosion of different flavors.
Miang kam is one of the most
amazing culinary experiences
possible, but you' Il definitely need
some instruction in how to put
these things together.

Apparently, theentire plant
helpsyou “expel gas’, whatever
that means. I’'m not sure that |
would choose to consume some-
thing that | knew would make me
fart (can | say “fart” in a gar-
dening column?), but traditional
Thais swear by it. If you have a
toothache, crush the roots and
leaves, sprinkle on somesalt, and
rub into the offending molar. This
plant seemsto do everything.

Another plant that deserves
a mention is the cashew — a
weirdoinitself. More onthat one
in the coming weeks.

You don’t need to go an a
healthfood-crazed bingeto enjoy
the local plant fare. | would go
so far as to say that a polite
Heineken is a perfect accompa-
niment to miang kam. In fact, |
rather think it'slunchtime.

Want to know more
about a plant
in your garden?

Email Bloomin’ Bert at:
bloominbert@hotmail.com

MR. CURTAIN
’Curinlns
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Head for the hills! Or
a least the waterfall!

hey’re suddenly every-

where on Phuket: blue-

and-white signs with a

picture of a wave, stat-
ing “tsunami hazard ared’ or “tsu-
nami evacuation route.”

Security is important to
people in Phuket, visitors and
residents alike. We like to feel
secure from thieves, road acci-
dents, falling stars and tsunamis.
Especialy tsunamis. It did hap-
pen here, so it's necessary for
one’s peace of mind to know that
thereisawarning systemin place.

But wouldn't it be better if
the serviceswarning us about tsu-
namis—such assignsadvising us
where to go in case of an ap-
proaching a tsunami — were
placed in areas that would be af -
fected.

It'shardly likely that Ao Por
on the northeast coast of Phuket,
or Cape Yamu, also on the north-
east coast, would face a tsunami
— unless a volcano happened to
eruptin themiddle of Phang Nga
Bay or an earthquake occurred
in Krabi, in which case the re-
sulting tsunami would
be the least of our
problems given that
Phang NaBay isonly
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The sign pointing to refuge in the h|IIs around the Bang Pae aterfall

the earthquake is just so mas-
sive,” said Dan Blakeman, a
USGS earthquake analyst.
Geophysicist John Bishop,
who lives in Phuket, says, “It's
highly improbable that Phuket
would experience another tsu-
nami, especially from that source.
“The pressureisgonefrom
the tectonic plates in the Indian
Oceanandit will be
a long time before
that pressure builds

again.”

a few metres deep.
The chances of
adevastating tsunami

LIFE

By Graham Doven

The tsunami
that hit Phuket’s
west coast, Phi Phi

occurring on the east
coast of Phuket are
almost nil. Yet signs
are posted there,
reading “ You are en-
tering atsunami dan-

For residents,
the placement of
the signs
indicates little

and especialy Khao
Lak was one of the
biggest ever re-
corded. The east
coast north of Phu-
ket City washardly

ger area’. affected, experienc-
Seismologists thouqht’ thoth ing only a small
said it was unlikely | they are good swell, according to
the Indian Ocean re- for a laugh, if workmen on a site
gionwould behit any : at Ao Por.
time soon by a simi- nOthIng else. Why, then, has
larly devastating tsu- this area suddenly
nami because it takes an enor- become a “tsunami hazard

moudly strong earthquaketo gen-
erate one.

“That’sreally what has cre-
ated all of these problems — that

area’?

Even odder, why is a tsu-
nami evacuation route sign placed
at the intersection of the Bang

Pae waterfall road and the main
road through Pa Khlok?

If we need to drive up that
road to escape a tsunami, we'd
better hopethat Noah and hisArk
are around somewhere. It's a
good 10 minutes’ drive from the
nearest seawater and at least 30
minutes from the nearest beach-
esserioudly affected by the 2004
tsunami.

For residents, the placement
of the signs indicates little
thought, though they are good for
alaugh, if nothing else.

Ontheother hand, for those
who don’'t know the island, or
people who don’t have the edu-
cation or knowledge to under-
stand the cause of the tsunami,
the signs may be unnecessarily
alarming, apart from being a
waste of money.

Clearly, the government has
to take responsibility for the
safety of people in the event of
another such occurrence, but
these signs are no help. Thereis
no way any one in a tsunami-
threatened area is going to head
for Bang Pae waterfall.

Or maybe someone in
charge of tsunami warnings has
decided to open a restaurant up
there?
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s Townhomes at 16m Baht

» Residences from 21m Baht

fahiie.

Al ;-r:--.lr-.l.,-j & TR Ay 1|I|.|-rq||_; o Laguna Pk < gl Clsh
To wnil the Show Homes costad the I'n||r|lrh-1.|.rﬂ||. i Canal Villags
Test (7 A TA ek o 1240w,
Erriaid]: prvspreriya® Ligu g

- 3 bedrooms/4 boftwooms

- Large swimming pool and Jacuazi

= Underground eleckic sysbem

« Just o shorf drive o Mai Harn, Kofa and Koron Beach
- Besd locafion, very pesaceful

- Bogy access lo Phuked town.

From 13.7 million baht

English info: «66 07-26529559 (01-538985%

r'rdn\r s a holiday at The Beach Pool Villa.
' " o i g
= * E l':_:.l:'ll"rl-'l-n L 1]
[ SR PRTE SR T

The vree 1wl -1-'rﬂu||||
i | o ] i AR

e lariy & . Chisy s e
1 priwbie m i I:I""H' fzam. &
PIEER & Irwild msit ase uE
|lu1rul|r TR TR e |
r - [

ke Thee B i Pond Wil
Al b ey by wiEh

Situated On Mew Kata

Th[' Beach Huulevard A 5rnar'r mﬂue |n F‘arar:llse
X Oy r\-l.-' |-giaks gih 1re desiges .._ fit
Tk ,'. :.-.l,u

aity] Mandgad by 4 pre

veae/4 POOLVILLA

EATE M IHFT TELLAAD

i TN Ik - :.-'l afial in The Eora 8 '| 1|
sojac] H L ieg chired baquad o vifal lea® palli S0 ||.|.
e S ’
The e Fl evard iy Incaiel jesi Wi mesers fram ihe Cleb e, & fe
ni _. it I,.- and by 3 sRari driwe tram Phusei Clig {30 minie

--.,...".._ I & 30 FIALES ]

il ik I| I| Lowvijadiiail San | & badrsdmd aid 53 hathrdima. Paciulis
seniimien and water heaie
in pmch hariigue baiel gl come fully eguippe=s with 4 kricher, dnieg rman

gt it greg. Hich-guainy monerialy 2 heen e

o

Each unil comprises

3 bedrooms, ¥ bathrooms, livsng room, reception room, dinng raom,

kitchien, maid's ronm, storage room, 2 parking spa
facilicies. 4 % 10m Swimming pool includes pur

5 wirh storage

Franced by Ssr Cormeirial Bank Pl ) Ca il




36 PHUKET GAZETTE

PHUKET PROPERTY

February 18 - 24, 2006

Kat hu

Home of the Wek

b T THAILAKD

JEVELCAFMEN T

LAGUNA P

ph: (66) (0) 1893 6602
g: sales@lLayanGardens.com
w: www. LayanGardens.com

SPACIOUS'APAR

HUKET AND LAYAN BA
I 9

TOP
FLIGHT

hisweek’s Home of the

Week isatwo-bedroom,

two-bathroom house

with fine views over
Loch Palm Golf Club’sfairways
and |lakes, aswell asthe surround-
ing country and hillsides.

Situated centrally inthedis-
trict of Kathu, the property ison
thehighest point of awalled, dop-
ing 1,600-square-meter plot and
isinan excellent location not too
far from Phuket International Air-
port, large shopping malls, the
British Curriculum International
School and several country clubs.
Two international-standard hos-
pitalsarejust ashort drive away.

The home has an appealing
approach viaacovered wakway,
featuring timber ceilingsand bal-
ustrades, sandwashed pillarsand
terracotta paving.

Thespacious, bright and airy
open-planliving and dining rooms
open onto a wrap-around, sand-
washed and terracotta tiled ter-
race with panoramic viewsof the
golf course and the valley.

Thereisan adjoining mod-
ern kitchen featuring a crisp
black-and-white color scheme,
with granite bench topsand more
than ample storage provided in
overhead and bel ow-bench cup-
boards. Closeby isamaid’sroom,
a laundry and a guest powder
room.

The two luxurious bed-
rooms feature timber floors and
built-infurniture, including, inthe
master bedroom, a spacious
walk-in wardrobe/dressing room.

The contemporary design
gives the home charming appeal
whiletheinterior decor is set us-
ing a charcoal, white and cream
color scheme.

The materials used are of
high quality and the home is air
conditioned. Doors and windows
have curtains and insect screens
and facilities include hot water
heating, atelephonelineand cov-
ered car parking.

Thehomeispartly-furnished
and teh land has a Nor Sor 3 Gor
title. The priceis 18 million baht.

For more information contact Richard Lusted at Sam Real Estate,
at Tel: 076-288908, Email: info@siamrealestate.com or visit the
website at www.siamreal estate.com

“We find your home
in Paradise”

@ 07 8818955

www.phuketparadisehomes.com
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Gonstruction Udat e

he heavy equipment is

being rolled away and

contractor Civil & Inte-

rior CoLtdisaddingthe
finishing touchesto the 77-room
Thiwa Ratri Resort & Spa, built
at acost of 300 million baht. The
resort’s soft opening will be on
March 9.

Resort owner Varanee Su-
sangrat and General Manager
Permsak Yodmit explained tothe
Gazette that construction of the
4Ys-star resort, on 10 rai near
Phuket FantaSea, began early in
2004.

Theresortismadeto aBa-
linese design, complete with pa-
godas, and multi-layered roofs
with figurines perched on top
peering down onto guests.

Three of the 77 units are
Deluxe Villas, each with 160
square meters of open-plan
space, and each decorated with
handmade features including a
large indoor water feature.

Honeymoon Villas of 105
sgm, also featuring in-room wa-
terfalls, comprise 12 units, and
seven unitsare Deluxe Pavilions,
each of 95sgm.

The bulk of the accommo-
dation is in the 55 Honeymoon
Pavilions, each offering 70sgm of
space.

Others facilities include a
conference room that can ac-
commodate 140 guests seated
seminar-style, as well as restau-
rants, two swimming pools, aspa
and a fitness center.

Several architects were
employed to make the best use
of each architect’sindividual flair
in creating K. Varanee's concept
of anideal relaxing atmosphere.

“Wewant gueststofeel they
are in natural surroundings dur-
ing their stay at the resort. Cus-
tomers can see we have worked
hard to make sure that 90% of
the work that went into building
the resort was done by hand,” K.
Varanee said.

To that end bricklayers
were brought in from Cambodia
and Laosto build the columns as
they had the necessary skill in
laying the bricks in the classic
Asian style.

Adding to the classic style,
the 100,000 or so handmade
bricksused in the construction of
the resort were all imported and
had been tempered by 50 years
of exposure to the elements.

K. Permsak explained,

by Anongnat Sartpi sut

‘Handmade’ Thiwa
Ratri set to open

Above, the signature handmade bricks are in evidence around the
pool. Below, one of the spacious villas.

“The bricks were imported from
Myanmar, Cambodia and Laos
and ‘aged’ by morethan 50 years.
We did not use cement to make
the columns; instead we used the
ancient style of bricks laid by
hand.

“Theeffort wehave put into
building the resort will demon-
strate to guests that we will give
them the same level of service,”
he added.

K. Permsak explained that
the materials used were all top-
quality and chosen for their hand-
made, natural looks. The hand-
made floor tiles were imported
from Indonesia, and teak hasbeen
used extensively throughout the
rooms, for structural support,
main featuresand even furniture,
he explained.

“The color scheme makes

use of the materials' natural col-
ors,” he added.
Theinfrastructure support-
ing the resort includes an on-site
well and reserve water tank to
ensure supply in the dry season.
Thiwa Ratri is the latest
project by Kamala Property Co,
also owned by K. Varanee, which
has20years experiencein prop-
erty development on the island,
including the Varanee Bypass
shophouses on the bypass road,
and the upscale Baan Rimtarn
Cherngtalay Villadevelopment.

For more information contact
99/99 Moo 3, Kamala Beach,
Kathu, Phuket 83120. Tel: 076-
279999. Fax: 076-279688.
Email: info@thiwaratri-resort.
com Website: www.thiwaratri-
resort.com

Baan Paradlse

iR Condomin nlyms
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Karon Beach...

over 60% sold
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n":n Design
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JoIN THE NEW SANTI LIFESTYLE

VILLA SANTI IS A

LIFESTYLE RESORT C

OMMUMITY QFFERING

VILLASANTI

PHIFEKET

LUXURICOUS CONDOS AND 5TUDIO

APARTMEMNTS ON THE HILLSIDE OF E NTI BAY. ALL UNITS HAVE A GRAND SEA VIEW.

LOCATED 2

! KILOMETERS NORTH OF PATONG,

REMTAL RETURMS WITH LIMITS STARTIMNG

THE PURPOSED DESIGNED RESORT OFFERS STRONG

FROM 8. LMILLION BAHT,

DEVELOPMENT SCHEDULE TO FINISH BY NOVEMBER 2006,

ViLLA SANTI SALES OFFICE

OFFICE: BB
MoeriILE: &

£-200 324
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WEB: www, FfHI H:FT '.'I..I..I'l. SAMTI.COM

OPEN FROM MON-SAT GAM-GPM
328 PRABARAMEE ROAD, SANT| BAY

PATONG, PHUKET 83150
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NICE POOL VILLAS
FOR SALE

NEW HOUSE PATONG

Brand-new, deluxe house
with @ swimming pool on a
Patong hillside, Soi Ma-
neesi. 2 floors, modem Thai-
style architecture, com-

www. knightfrankphuket.com

Properties
For Sale

GREAT INVESTMENT

OPPORTUNITY Ik pletely furnished, ready to
7 i = MR T live in. Ground floor: big liv- — . B
- T ing room, Western-style Pl
asran T g s In Kata, Nai Harn. Prices kitchen and dining room; Sai Taan Pool Villa - Resale Phase 1 Laguna Townhome for Rent!!
:En.:rr:h. —arm start from 7 million baht. guest toilet. 2™ floor: big “transform your lifestyle!" “entertainers dream home™
. - 4 bedmoams, 4 bathraoms with maid's quartans = A bedrooms, fuly fumshed, uls-moderm
y Please contact for details. master bedr_oc;m and bath AN Ted. RO ot dmgnqms i oot b ¥
Tel: 04-8374429. Email: with Jacuzzi, 2 bedrooms natural night - private pood, saka and wal landscaped grounds
4 sales@chokechaiproperty. and a separate bathroom. - upgraced kilchen, appliances and quality fittings | - 205sqm air conditiored space

- private pool, Jaguzzl ubdoor dining sala - peaceful fainsay view, large dec all rasier
SOBCS lend anca Beddoam
- wBry quial and secuns complex, eatate managemant - prefec] exsculive’s retres
by Knrighl Frank located in Laguna's most sought-after phase
- just mirules ba e beach and golf counss

Each room has an air condi-
tioner and a balcony. Living
area: 200sgm; freehold land
150sgm. Price: 8.5 million
baht. (US$210,000). Please
contact K. Peter. Tel: 01-
8928526 or visit: www.
phuket-besthomes.com

32 rai — Chanote. 3 min
from peaceful, fantastic
Layan Beach. Enjoy hill
country view. Must sell
ASAP. Asking 2.3 million/
rai, but any serious offers
are welcome. 40%
cheaper than neighboring
plots. On Layan Soi 1, near
many high-end residential
projects. Contact Yongyuth.
Tel: 06-5658421. Email:
yuth@hotmail.com Please
visit here for more details:
http://spaces.msn.com/
yongyuth/

com More pictures of nice
villas can be seen at: wwwv.
chokechaiproperty.com

SPECIAL OFFER
3.8 MILLION BAHT

3-bedroom bungalow in
Anuphas Golf Ville, Kathu,
for sale on a 81 sq wah
comer plot. Bungalow has 2
bathrooms, UBC, tele-
phone. Located 5 minutes
from Tesco Lotus, 10 min-
utes from Phuket City, 15
minutes to Patong and 30

SEAVIEW APARTNIENTS
New, deluxe, fully furnished
and air-conditioned 2-bedroom
apartments of 8bsqm or
96sgm. Location: Nanai Hill in
Patong, Soi Thamdee; 60-year
lease. Offers starting at 4.1

Stylish Laguna Residences (Resale)
“grand master"
= i bedmams ary residencs, wide panoramic
fairwmy vinws
- versahble separate iving
- cool pocd and oubdoor cining sala
- BpSs0UE opsan-plan design

Laguna land plot
“give me land, lots of land under starry
shkies above"

= chanale 1Rk

= apprax 1,540 sqm land plct

- gof coursa frontage

- diesign wour owm spaciaus vila

NEW NAI HARN
Apartments. 1- and 2-bed-
room apartments, 60-85sqm,
furnished, full aircon, cable
TV, Jacuzzis in bathrooms,
pool. Prices from 2.7 million
baht. No agents. Please call
Cyril. Tel: 07-2815795.

BEAUTIFUL LAND

in Anuphas Manorom housing
project for sale. Asking
36,000 baht per square wah.
Total: 110sqwah. Please call
for info. Tel: 06-6894785 or
07-0170135.

minutes to the airport. Tel:
01-8912926. Fax: 076-
238940. Email: vikundag@
loxinfo.co.th

16 RAI BEACHFRONT
land on Koh Yao Yai, with
white sand, perfect for a re-
sort or marina hotel. Don’t
wait. Buy now. Tel: 07-893-
8747.

KATA, 1 RAI

Beautiful sea view, a gentle
slope, last plot. Please call for
info. Tel: 06-2670898.

Contact:
Office: 074 239900-1 Mobile: 01-5892249

million baht (US$102,000).
Please contact K. Peter for
more info. Tel: 01-8928526
or visit the website at: wwwv.
phuket-besthomes.com

NEW HOUSES PATONG
3 new, connected, deluxe
houses on a Patong hillside,
Soi Thamdee, for sale. Ground
floor: garage and separate 1-
room apartment with toilet. 2™
floor: 2 bedrooms and bath-
rooms, balcony. 3¢ floor: living
room with balcony, built-in
kitchen and dining room, tailet.
4 floor: big roof garden with
a Jacuzzi. Usable area:
200sgm; freehold land:
100sgm. Price: 6.2 million
baht (US$155,000). Please
contact K. Peter for further in-
formation. Tel: 01-8928526
or visit our website at: www.
phuket-besthomes.com

PATONG CONDO

Sky Inn. Located 400m from
the beach. Has a 90-year
leasehold. Asking 550,000
baht. Tel: 06-6865567. Email:
chotip_5@hotmail.com

LAND FOR SALE

2.5 rai at Loch Palm, good lo-
cation and view. Please call
forinfo. Tel: 06-2790837, 01-
7196998.

CHALONG, 1 RAI

2.3 million baht. A good plot for
a house, in a nice location.
Please call for more info. Tel

- large balcores, graak braezes

- pwanzizad land plol, prefact for famibes

- g0, nonheasiarky aepect

- arly miruies ta ke baach, restaurants, golf pra
shap and Laguna hobals
= GWAET MOving oveneas, pricad o sell

“Laguna Village™
Hong Kong Exhibition
23 — 26 March 2006

- - in the affces of Kneghi Frank Hong Kong

297 Noor, “Oiflice Tewer” Convenlion Plaza,
1 Harbour Raad, Wanchai, Hang Kong,

For further imfarmation contact:
Andrew Pang (HK) + B&Z 2116 3350
Stephen O'Brisn |

uket) + 66 1 825 5126

The local office with global nerwork

Fhuked
=6 (076 118 151

indni@knightfrankphuketcom

2-STORY, RAWAI
house. 130 & 200sgm house
with Chanote title, 400m from
the beach. Asking 900,000
baht. Please contact for fur-
ther information. Tel: 09-
4740227. Email: chotip 5@
hotmail.com

RAWAI CONDOS

with sea views. Area: 27, b4
and 81sgm. Prices start from
350,000 baht. Financing for 3
years available. Foreign free-
hold. Please contact for further
information. Tel: 09-4740227.
Email: chotip_5@hotmail.com

RAWAI LUXURY VILLA
144sgm house with 400sgm
or 600sgm of land, 350m
from the beach. Asking 3.4
million baht. Please contact
for further information. Tel:
09-4740227. Email: chotip 5

Seephen (FBrien
kil (0 A5 5126
wiepha n, ohriesditibo knighifrank. com

RAWAI SHOPHOUSES
2 new, connected shop-
houses on Wiset Rd, in Rawai.
Ground floor: sales office,
staff room, kitchen, dining
room and toilet. 2" floor: mas-
ter bedroom with separate
bath and 2 separate bedrooms
with connecting bathroom. 3¢
floor: living room and en-suite
bedroom. Living area of
200sqm; freehold land:
100sgm. Price: 4.5 million
baht. (US$113.000). Please
contact K. Peter. Tel: 01-892-
8526. For further information,
please see our website at:
www.phuket-besthomes.com

Migar Una
66 (D91 P55 6321
masapomoitib leni ghifrank. com

PA KHLOK PACKAGE
Deal includes fully-furnished
house with 3 bedrooms, 2
bathrooms, dining area, sofa,
3air-con units, and kitchen, as
well as car and motorbike.
Secure parking. 5 minutes
from Heroines’ Monument.
Please call for further informa-
tion. Tel: 07-2760529.

PATONG CONDOS

Condos with nice sea views,
28sgm and 56sgm, for sale.
Priced from 750,000 baht.
Near bank and post office.
Tel: 09-4740227. Email:
chotip_5@hotmail.com

All classifieds
in these pages are

tardmphuket-frontine.com  www,phuket-fronfine.corm

01-5376866. @hotmail.com ‘
A 1p-
A P WOW! What a Deall 1
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HOUSE IN PATONG

A 1-bedroom, timber house

on Nanai Rd, overlooking
Patong. Quiet, private, good
garden and views. Good po-
tential. Price: 3 million baht.
Tel: 07-0444387. Email:
cosmicrhythms@yahoo.co.
uk

WATERFRONT VILLA
Secluded location. Views of
Phang Nga Bay. Luxury ac-
commodation. Offers over 1.2
million euros. Please contact
for details. Tel: 04-0541360.
Email: yes-siam@hotmail.
com

CHERNG TALAY

Near Laguna: 1rai + 1 ngan,
Chanote, good for commercial
use. Resident location on main
road. 5.1 million baht. Tel: 06-
2746511.

LAND FOR SALE
Cherng Talay-Manik, 2 rai of
nice land, with a mountain
view, a 2-meter high surround-
ing wall, many natural palm
trees. Option to splitinto 1 rai
parcels. Asking 3 million baht
per rai. Tel: 06-2746511.
Email: baancoconut@hotmail.
com

KATA LUXURY CONDO
210 sgm, in 5-star develop-
ment. Beach access and fan-
tastic sea views. Big terrace,
Jacuzzi, high quality. 15.5
million baht. Tel: 06-686-
5998. Email: info@tropical-
homes.net

BEAUTIFUL LAND

for sale. Nearly 1 rai, near
Panwva Bel Air. Has road, elec-
tricity, water and super sea
view. Asking price: 8.2 millon
baht. Tel: 076-212248, O1-
8929592. Email: kodesh32@
hotmail.com

PRIME BEACHFRONT
AT A LOW PRICE

27 rai of truly prime beach-
frontland on an island with
hornbills and unique natural
habitat. Suitable for eco-
friendly estate or resort.
Joint venture considered.
Price: 42 million baht. Email:
dsandler@inet.co.th

70 RAI
AT KHAO SOK

Exquisite property with 300
meters of stream frontage,
limestone cliffs, old trees and
wildlife. Suitable for nature
sparesort or private estate.
Price: 30 million baht. Email:
dsandler@inet.co.th

SEAVIEW VILLAGE

9 houses overlooking Kata/
Karon Beach, including 1.5
or 7 rai of land. Priced for
quick sale at 17 million baht
or 39 million baht. For more
information and pictures,
call Tel: 01-0808557 or
email: info@no1visa.com

BEACH LAND, 38 RAI

10 million baht per rai. Sakul
Beach. Serious inquiries only!
Call Tammy for English (09-
5211749) or Somporn for
Thai (07-2849676). Email:
tammyb@nustyle.net

KATA LAND PLOTS
900m to the beach. Priced
from 1.3 million baht. Please
contact. Tel: 01-0918908.
Email: katabeachestate@
hotmail.com

NEW POOL VILLA

In Land & Houses Park, 4 bed-
rooms, 3 bathrooms. Price:
6.2 million baht. Tel: 07-885-
2969. Email: juuekata@
hotmail.com

HOUSE & LAND

for sale. House and land for
sale just 2 minutes from beau-
tiful Nai Thon Beach. Price is a
negotiable 3.2 million baht. Tel:
07-2811995.

LAND FOR SALE

Natai Beach. Last piece on
the beach with Chanote title.
Urgent sale. Tel: 01-9561077.

PRA THONG ISLAND
Phang Nga Province. 48-rai
plot with mangroves and
beach frontage. 1 million baht
per rai. Tel: 09-5944017.

HOUSE FOR SALE
IN VILLA 5

Phuket Villa 5, 90sgm, 3
bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, a
large living area and kitchen,
3 air conditoners, built-in
wardrobe, 5-piece rattan
lounge suite and a phone
line. Only 5 minutes to Cen-
tral Phuket Festival and only
15 minutes to Rawai. For
sale by owner. Asking 4.5
million baht (negotiable). No
agents! Tel: 04-1868531,
01-5988725. Email:
s_oranut@hotmail.com

AO MAKHAM

Stunning sea view near main
road, with electricity supply
and the most beautiful view.
Good for a developer. Cha-
note title. Price: 4.6 million
baht. Please call for more de-
tails. Tel: 09-6525664.

LAND FOR SALE

at Boat Lagoon Resort. “North
Bank Residence”, area ap-
proximately 688sgm. Please
contact. Tel: 06-5950258,
01-6932791. Email: info@
phuketprivatelagoon.com

Have something to sell?
Tell the WORLD!

All CLASSIFIED ads in the Phuket Gazette
appear FREE OF CHARGE in the

Phuket Gazette Online

Always on top in G('JDSIE
30-40,000 visitors a day!
Phuket Gazette.Net/Classifieds

Focused exclusively on Phuket -
and delivered to the world!

ABSOLUTE
BEACHFRONT

for sale. 2.2 rai of absolute
beachfront land with
Chanote title at Khok Kloy.
Please call for details. No
agents please. Tel: 07-889-
1717. Email: wayne phuket

@yahoo.com

HOUSE FOR SALE
48sgm, 2 minutes from Cen-
tral Festival Phuket. Free
ADSL, cable TV, phone, fax.
Has 3 bedrooms, 3 bath-
rooms, 1 free minibar and
also a new car. Price 3.5 mil-
lion baht. Tel: 09-6455044.
Email: lisadtac@gmail.com

TROPICAL HOMES

REAL

W, tro pical- |1nr ]

% FHEE

LAND IN RAWAI

3raiin agood location for 3.3
million baht per rai. Tel: 04-
8374429. Email: sales@
chokechaiproperty.com

LAND IN RAWAI

with 50% sea view, for sale.
On 7.75rai, ina good location,
for 38 million baht. Tel: 04-
8374429. Email: sales@
chokechaiproperty.com

LAND IN RAWAI

with partial sea view for sale,
with 62 rai. 10 rai with sea
view panorama. Price: 370
million baht. Please contact
for more information. Tel: 04-
8374429. Email: sales@
chokechaiproperty.com

ESTATE

PATONG TOWNHOUSE
16m x 6m, 2 stories, 2 large
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms,
carpark. 3.45 million baht.
Tel: 076-296206, 01-084-
2831. Email: bax_winsor@
hotmail.com

HOUSE FOR SALE

Urgent. 3 bedrooms, 2 bath-
rooms, kitchen, parking,
phone, aircon. Asking 1.8 mil-
lion baht. Please contact for
more info. Tel: 07-2674342.
Email: agentsmith@ji-net.com

RAWAI, SMALL PLOT

480sgm. The last plot. Cheap
price: 1.1 million baht. Act
fast. Please call for more info.
Tel: 06-2670898.

Would you like to keep up on what's happening
in Phuket - the good, the bad and the bizarre?
Let ug chare 1t with you - every week/
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= Amphor Muoang, Fhoket 33000, Thailand,
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Properties for Sale

* intl properfy merageeneni

Baoht 3.5-7.15% Milllon

Sharf walk to Bang Too Beach

From Bohi 19.8 Millicn

From Baht 17.45 Milllon

OFFICE SPACE

FOR RENT

Serviced office centre

Receptionist provided

Excellent condition

Central Patong Land Lease and
Building For Sale!
The premises are situated in a prime location
immediately adjacent to the luxurious new Tailife Spa
on Soi Sunset, close to Bangla Road.

Consents have been obfained in principle to extend
the existing 3-floor structure up to 5 levels, providing

a rare opportunity to develop

1000m? - 1600m? of

quality hotel accommedation in central Patong.
Other uses may be considered.

The owners are offering the lease and building for
sale or will consider a joint venture development.

Contact Mike at 5V Associates for details.
Telephone 06 277 6698

NAI HARN
PRIVATE HOUSE

Talh

o W
b

For sale. 3 minutes drive to
the beach, 3 bedrooms, 2
bathrooms, aircon, fully fur-
nished, carport, shared pool,
tropical garden, beautiful
view, quiet area, 160sgqm.
Condition as new. 5.9 million
baht. Please call for details.
Tel: 07-2660228 (Helene),
01-7192467 (Tuk).

WANPHUM VILLAS

x _i
Moderm+-themed villas at 2 lo-
cations: Laguna area and
Chalong hillside. Swimming
pool, 3 bedrooms, fully fitted
kitchen, covered parking.
Price: 7.7 million baht. Please
contact for details. Email:
wanphum@yahoo.com

THE BEST, NO JOKE,
THE BEST

The old song goes: “they
paved paradise and put up a
parking lot...” (Sound famil-
iar? This is what Phuket is be-
coming.) We refuse to do
this; our land is right beside
a national park with the best
sea view of Phang Nga Bay
| have ever seen (consid-
ered by many to be one of
the 7 wonders of the
world). We are going to
keep the park-like atmo-
sphere, so no street lights
and minimal paved roads. If
you like giant original-
growth trees behind you
and Phang Nga Bay in all its
wonder in front of you, call
me. Chanote title, sea
views. Starting at 3.8 mil-
lion baht per rai. Also, flat
land with some sea views
available for 2.4 million baht
per rai. Tel: 07-2747470.
Email: nsupin@yahoo.com

4 RAI OF LAND
CHALONG BAY
Near yacht club. Asking 2.5
million baht per rai. Has road,
electricity and water supply.
Please contact Andy. Tel:
07-2747470. Email: Email:

nsupin@yahoo.com

BESIDE WATER
CHALONG BAY

5.5 rai beside water. Asking
9.5 million per rai; good for
expensive homes or apart-
ments. Please contact
Andy.Tel: 07-2747470.
Email: nsupin@yahoo.com

LAGUNA LAND
50 RAI

1.5 million baht per rai.
Amphur Thalang. Serious
inquiries only! Call Tammy
for English (09-5211749)
or Somporn for Thai (07-
2849676). Email: tammyb
@nustyle.net

HALF-RAI PLOTS

Located in a luxury develop-
ment with underground elec-
tricity, 10 minutes from the
airport and 20 minutes to
Central Festival. For quick
sale at only 1.3 million baht.
Tel: 01-2712825.

CHEAP BYPASS RD LAND
20 rai behind Toyota. 3.5 mil-
lion baht per rai. Please con-
tact for more info. Email:
ek phuket@hotmail.com

HOUSE FOR SALE

in Phuket City. 2 stories, 91 sq
wah, b bedrooms, fully fur-
nished, Phuket City. Please call
for further details. Tel: 01-
8928740.

NAI THON 28 RAI

Nor Sor 3 Gor title deed. Near
Alamas Hotel. Please contact
for more information. Email:
ek _phuket@hotmail.com

Properties
For Rent

RAWAI
HOUSE FOR RENT

'
L5

Fully furnished house for
rent, 220sgm, with 3 bed-
rooms, 3 bathrooms, 4 toi-
lets, living room, kitchen, air
conditioning, Wi-Fi, cable
TV, a tropical garden with
swimming pool, very quiet,
electricity not included.
Rent: 40,000 baht per
month for a minimum of 3
months. Please contact for
info. Tel: 07-2678389.
Email: mes_filles@hotmail.
com See our website at:
www.christianesblue.com

NEW SERVICED
APTS IN CHALONG

Furnished studio suites and
rooftop spa pool with sea
view. From 9,500 baht a
month. Tel: 01-8938592,
06-2826221. Email:
saneroad@yahoo.com

HOUSE + BIG GARDEN
2-bedroom wiith air condition-
ers, hot shower. Location: a

quiet area at Palai Green,
Chalong. Tel: 01-8924311.

KAMALA APARTMENT
Furnished, includes ADSL,
wireless network. Long term:
8,000 baht per month. Tel:
01-5385285. Email: bbq@
loxinfo.co.th

2 BEDROOWMIS, LAKEVIEW
3-story apartment/loft with 2
bathrooms near Lotus. Has air
conditioning, UBC and phone.
Asking 20,000 baht per
month. Tel: 01-8928208.

9 RAI

Plot with a nice view — good
for aresort, spa, etc — next to
Pae Ma Nam, for long-term
rent. Close to hospital, about
1.5km from Big C, Tesco-Lo-
tus, and Central Festival.
Please call for more info. Tel:
01-8675084.

NICE SEA VIEW

New house for rent: 4 bed-
rooms, pool & garden, fully
furnished, prime location, 10
minutes to town, school &
shopping. Please call K. Sitt
for details. Tel: 01-8317172.

il
NEW 2:STORY.HOME

Ll

01 B68 7erb

RESTAURANT

Place for restaurant available
to rent. New tables and chairs
already there. One aircon unit,
toilet and showver, as well as
water and electricity. Can also
rent separate kitchen. Price
negotiable. Next to Easy Fit-
ness Center: very good loca-
tion plus parking. Call for de-
tails and ask for Yvon. Tel:
076-220716, 01-8918755.
Fax: 076-220739. Email:
easy4fitness@yahoo.com

TROPICAL GARDEN

homes. 2 minutes from
Chalong Pier. Houses with 2
bedrooms, 1 bathroom,
phone, satellite TV and access
to a big swimming pool. From
14,000 baht plus 2 months’
deposit. Tel: 01-0808557.
Email: info@no1visa.com

NEW HOUSES FOR RENT
Long-term, Chalong area. 3
bedrooms with aircon, 2 bath-
rooms, telephone, fully fur-
nished. Tel: 09-7288311.

RAWAI CONDO 4 LEASE
Has 5-to 10-year lease. Ask-
ing 150,000 baht. Tel: O6-
6865567. Email: chotip 5@
hotmail.com

NEW 1-BEDROOM APT
in Patong Tower. Beautiful,
newly renovated apartmentin
Patong. Near beach and shop-
ping. 25,000 baht per month.
Tel: 09-4887875. Email:
deherder@hotmail.com

BUSINESS UNIT

Surin Beach, main road,
10,000 baht per month.
Email: phuketopportunity@
hotmail.com

HOUSE FOR RENT

A 2-bedroom furnished house
with aircon, 1 bathroom, a
kitchen, a living room, a phone
line, car park and garden. Tel:
01-7971709, 01-5379878.
Email: suwittrai@hotmail.
com

LAKEVIEW HOUSE

in Kamala. New, fully fur-
nished, 2 bedrooms, UBC, air
conditioning. Asking 20,000
baht per month. Please call Tel:
01-8928208.

BOAT LAGOON
Long-term rental (minimum 12
months). 3-story waterfront
townhouse. 3 double en-suite
bedrooms. 4th bathroom.
Large lounge, kitchen/dining
room, rooftop sala and
Jacuzzi, carport. ADSL and
UBC. Full aircon. 60,000 baht
per month, including manage-
ment fee. Tel: 076-273492,
07-2789908. Email: ftwth@
phuket.ksc.co.th

NEW HOUSE FOR RENT
or sale. 3 bedrooms, 2 bath-
rooms, fully furnished, 2 air
conditioners, cable TV, gar-
den, hot shower and kitchen.
5 minutes to Patong Beach for
long-term rent at 30,000 baht
per month. For sale at 4.6 mil-
lion baht. Call for info. Tel: O1-
7356684, 04-1871939.

BUNGALOW FOR RENT
1 bedroom, quiet location,
7,000 baht a month for long-
termrental. Tel: 06-2790837,
01-7196998.

RAWAI HOUSE

for lease. Has 5- to 10-year
lease. Asking 250,000 baht.
Tel: 06-6865567. Email:
chotip 5@hotmail.com

2 LUXURY STUDIO
apartments in Rawai. Newly
remodeled. Furnished, and
with seaview, cable TV, ex-
tras. Long-term. No smokers.
7,000 baht per month for 1
apartment. 13,000 baht per
month for 2 apartments. Tel:
04-0571420.

NEW 2-BED HOUSE
Unfurnished house, big gar-
den, quiet area, Muang Tong
Soi 1, 3km to town, 2km to
beach. 5,000 baht per month.
Tel: 05-8855415.

KAMALA BEACH

Large 2-bedroom penthouse
apartment. Furnished. Very
nice. Long- or short-term let.
25,000 baht per month or
1,500 baht per day. Tel: 05-
7834065.

ROOM FOR RENT

in Kathu. Asking 3,000 baht
per month. For Thai lady only.
Tel: 01-7281887.

Looking for land to buy?

See more classified ads at
www.phuketgazette.net/classifieds
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Wanted
HOUSE TO RENT
We are a family from Sweden
looking for a nice house to rent
for the month of December
2006. Can be in Chalong,
Phuket City, Karon or Kata.
We want at least 3 bedrooms,
kitchen with fridge and micro-
wave, garden, washing ma-
chine and aircon. We can pay
up to 30,000 baht per month.
If you have something that
might interest us, please con-
tact. Email: annja2003@
telia.com

WANT TO BUY

Looking for a 2-story house
with at least 3 bedrooms to
buy this month. Should beina
secure estate with pool, or a
house with access to a pool.
Please email me details, in-
cluding size of land, house and
pictures. Want to buy this
month. Max price: 4 million
baht. Email: tg-a@ online.no

OFFICE WANTED
Kata/Chalong. Smaller office
(25-40 sgm) in Kata, Kata Noi
or Chalong from March 2006.
ADSL is required. For more
info. Please contact. Email:
pereriknorback@msn.com

1 RAI, SEAVIEW

in village. Land with sea view
wanted for building a house
on. Must be in a good area
with many neighbors, and near
shopping in Kamala. Email
photo. Tel: 05-7842004.
Email: ahw@telia.com

TOWNHOUSE

wanted. Looking for a town-
house, ideally on a busy street
in Patong or Kata area, for sale
or rent long term. Ground floor
will be used for small business,
upper floors for living. Email:
rina@asianet.co.th

LONG-TERM
apartment. Wanted for 5
years, commencing August: a
2-bedroom apartment with pool
access, located in Surin Bay
area. Can pay a maximum of
40,000 baht per month. Email:
aussie.ridge@hotmail.com

Accommodation
Available

ROOMS TO LET

Lake-view apartments in
Kathu. Fully furnished with
aircon, fridge, cable TV, hot
water and car park. Rent
200 baht a day. Tel: 076-
202585, 09-1968449.
Email: ketmaneeclayton61
@hotmail.com

PHUKET SEAVIEW
Apartments. Luxury apart-
ments on a hillside in Patong,
rooms of 82-200sqm, large
terrace, kitchen, swimming
pool. Affordable long-term
rates. Tel: 076-296888. Fax:
076-297021. Email: contact
@prince-edouard.com For fur-
ther details, please see our
website at: www.prince-
edouard.com

KATA BEACH

Southern Fried Rice, a brand-
new guesthouse, 3 minutes
walk from the beach, with
seaview rooms, 2 balcony
rooms facing the beach, wire-
less Internet, a pool and an ex-
cellent restaurant. All rooms
have air conditioning, a minibar,
cable TV, a safe and a king-
sized bed. Tel: 01-8948446.
www.southernfriedrice.com

PATONG CONDO

Good room in Patong Condotel
with “everything”. 500 baht/
night. Please call. Tel: O1-
8948446. For more details
please contact. Email: sfrkata
@hotmail.com

Accommodation
Wanted

APARTMENT OR VILLA
Looking for villa or apartment
in Patong, Karon, Kata or
nearby. Should have 2 bed-
rooms, kitchen and, prefer-
ably, a living room. Needs to
have Internet connection with
atleast ADSL. Prefer a Wi-Fi
network. That the connection
works properly is a HIGH pri-
ority. The stay is for March
and April, and, if everything
works well, May. We are 2
people. Please contact with
details. Email: ekim9999@
hotmail.com

LONG-TERM RENTAL
42-year-old Aussie male
seeks semi-long term accom-
modation. Prefer unit or justa
room with toilet and shower
(cold water OK). Must have
basic facilities such as fridge,
cooking facilities and some
furniture (bed, table, chairs,
etc). A ceiling fan or two would
be nice also. Am currently at
OnOn Hotel and happy, but
would like to start cooking.
Open to any suggestions,
ideas or offers. Please email
details to: clarkstar888@
hotmail.com

NEED BASIC ROOM
and Internet. I'm looking for a
basic room with access to the
Internet. Anywhere in Phuket
is fine. Under 6,000 baht per
month. Will look at anything.
Pls contact for details. Tel: 06-
2677236. Email: wes@
1stchoiceecommerce.com

( Gazette Online Classifieds - 10,000 reader’s every day! )

25% Discount on Classifiedsfor Shopper Card Holders

|F YOU...

Placeyour ad in these pages;
Present your Shopper Card; and
Pay for the ad at our offices,

you'll enjoy a25% discount* AND haveyour ad appear freeof
chargein the Phuket Gazette Online.

With more than 10,000 visitors a day, the ISland Trader Onlineis
Thailand’'s most active classified marketplace.

* Ads may be submitted in person or online (phuketgazette.net/classifieds), but
must be paid for at the Gazette offices. The discount is not available when
payment is made at our agents.

The Phuket Gazette Co Ltd
367/2 Yaowar at Road, Phuket City
Tel: 076-236555 Fax: 076-213971

WANTING TO RENT

in Kamala. | want to rent a
small house or apartment in
Kamala or close by. Long-term
rental and reasonable price
required. Tel: 06-2664338.
Email: mustiquematt@
ehotelier.com

Building
Products &

Services

SOMNUK
SASON

» Building, Renovation

» Repairs & Maintenanca
» Flooring

» Stonework

» Cement, Sand Wash

» Tiling

» Construction

Please contact:
05-0098471

YOUR PROPERTY
FULLY MANAGED

We supply property owners
with full management ser-
vices. We rent out, maintain
the property, the gardens,
the swimming pool and sup-
ply maid services. We have
many years of experience
and provide excellent ser-
vices and very good value.
Please call House & Villa
Sales. Khun Rudi. Please
contact for more informa-
tion. Tel: 076-345081, O1-
9241447, Email: mail@
villa.co.th

The SoneDoctor

Specialist European stone-
care productsand services:

* Restoration
« Sedling/Protection
* Maintenance

All your maintenance,
protection & cleaning needs
for natural and manufactured
stone.

e Marble  * Sandwash
e Granite e« Terracotta
* Sate » Terrazzo

¢ Sandstone * Ceramics, etc

Prevent: rust, stains, mildew,
dgee scraches
Remove: builders residue,
incorrect sealants, rust, stains,
mildew, etc. Daily care&
cleaning productsalsoavailable.

Tel: 07-2824930, 076-271217
Fax: 076-271218
Email:
info@thestonedoctor-asia.com

STOP BLEACHING
YOUR KIDS!
Swim in "Drinking Water"

CARIBBEAN CLEAR
Water Treatment Systems

for pools and spas.
*No salt- No corrosion
* Almost no chlorine needed
Call Andy at: 06-6822639.

Email:
nomochlo@yahoo.com

www.caribbeanclear.com

HOME INSPECTIONS
Get an inspection before final
payment. 25 years' experi-
ence. 6,000 bahtand up. Tel:
076-388309.

ELECTRICAL SAFETY
testing. UK electricians,
safety advice and bill reduc-
tion. Pls contact for more info.
Tel: 01-6919907. Email:
ask@phuketaccommodation.
info

Household
Items
NEW QUEEN-SIZE
mattress. Therapeutic mat-
tress, recently bought. Per-
fect condition. Purchased for
9,000 baht; will accept any
reasonable offer. Tel: 04-848-

4226. Email: zdarlington@
hotmail.com

FRIDGE FOR SALE
6-month-old, blue Mitsubishi.
Stands approx 1.5 meters tall.
5-year warranty. 3,000 baht
for quick sale. Tel: 04-172-
7715. Email: asotek77@
hotmail.com

Household
Services

Needs
|

NANNY/HOUSEMAID

wanted. British-Thai family
would would like an honest, re-
liable person to help with gen-
eral housekeeping duties. We
have a four-month-old son.
English speaking prefered.
Email: nmorgan@Ioxinfo.co.th

HANDYMEN

Urgently needed. Must be
able to do: painting, landscap-
ing, carpentry work. Must
work independently. Please
contact for more info. Tel: 06-
2688061. Email: schendl@
loxinfo.co.th

Property
Services

CONSTRUCTION
waste. We have a place to
dump construction waste —
concrete, cement, tiles, dirt,
soil, etc. Email: nichakan@
capeyamu.com

Classified Advertisements

Please use this form to write your classified advertisement.
Then hand it to any of our agents.

[Tt T T T T2 ZT ] theading)

Classified ads are charged per line. Each line is 85 baht,
with a minimum of 4 lines (heading included) per ad.

All advertising must be paid for in advance.

Deadline for Property Gazette page: Friday 3 pm.
Deadline for all other ads: Saturday 12 noon.
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Boats & Marine

THAILANDS LEADING BROKERAGE
AND MNEW YACHT DEALERSHIP

F‘EHEHII"IL{ 46

Available Exclusively through Lec Marine

Dedicated Service Department

- =

2
'I"""'"" TR ir—

Last Mingte Booking!

ATHENAR8RIS7IDISCOUNT)
EROIEINIESINARGH 006!

- Special offer valid for
cruises r:rperated | to 31 March 2006

T H & |
MARIMNE )

[E 18 EELL

_.——-"-

Thai Marine Leisure, Phukst Boat |_F.|.I:_|IJI:-11 Thailand
Tel; O76-239111 Fax; 07 T
Email: charter & thaimarine.c
= www.lhalmarine.com

Find more classified ads

"Boats & Marine"

at www.phuketgazette.net!

3 double cabins
L winh i v

T WOALGER Gallart &2, bulic in Spain

1 twin cabin

Recommended 'I’uragﬂ
“A week in Paradise “Escape in Paradise”™

3 daysi2 nights

“Day craise im Paradise” B30 am = 4,30 pm “Sunset in Paradise” & pm =¥ pm
Comfortably accommedates for max 35 :
iCatering and service on baard by selected hotels & restaurants in Phuket.

Please call far detailed nfarmation 07-BBE5425 or email: maililallasiayachts.com
Allasia Yachts Co, Ltd. 111 Laemn 5ai Hoad, Kata Beach, Karon Sub-District, Muang, Phuket E3010
Fax 07 E-231 145 Website: www.alasigyachis.com

Gazette Online Classifieds— 10,000 readersevery day!

YacHTS
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BOAT BARGAIN

7.5m x 2.5m, fiberglass,
Solas approved, many
ascessories made in stain-
less steel, etc. Unfinished
project. Price: 40,000 baht.
Please contact for more
information. Tel: 076-279-
b43.

7
SIMPSON

BARINE

Simpson Marine Thailand office now open

Meeting all your boating needs
Duality boat at the right price

Bayliner 185
Runabout

2 Hhephanalin o
Heh-Kare, Munng, Phiosal G200 Thedared
L #B6 TE 230 TEH Fax #6668 76 230 52T
e phubebisrmpsonmarine. com

e ——

37FT WOODEN
SPEEDBOAT HULL

Designed for people trans-
port; 5 years old but never
stayed in the water; half-re-
furbished, already covered
with epoxy; includes trailer:
120,000 baht. Extra parts
e.g. tanks, hydraulic steer-
ing, pumps, solar panel, seat
covers 30P, etc: 85,000
baht. 2 x outdrive (Z-Drive)
Volvo 290, 20 years old
(need refurbishing), im-
ported from the US, with all
papers: 120,000 baht.
Please contact for more
information. Tel: 01-892-
4282. Fax: 076-288833.
Email: taxiregio@freenet.
de

Fhgasa vigdt our walkxaite for comprahangive mformmaticon on our axclusive
range of new and selected previcushy owm yachis ! Fullly imported with trailler
Rebdy 1o tow avway noww for 1.5 madlion baht

WWW.simpsonmarine.com

Hayliner G5S

Cridlser

89,950 USD
ncluds VAT -

85440 U50

indude WAT

AAZ I M LA T

Mas-Marine Asla
krasamii Rd., Kah K2 |

:F;:.II 10 Moaz T

@ EBENETEAL

Y LITIE X - I @ e - Sl @ - R

5HP OUTBOARD

BOSTON-WHALER | vamaha. 10,000 baht. Please

21ftfiberglass central con- |  call for more information. Tel: WINDSURFER
@ sole and twin 4-stroke | 01-9704638. WANTED
Honda 50hp engines.

Windsurfer — complete —
150 liters and not too old.
Please contact for more
information. Tel: 076-385-
801, 07-2760141. Email:
kat_stockleclark@yahoo.
co.uk

Trailer, Thai registration.
As new, madein 2004. For
sale in Pattaya for just
420,000 baht. Contact.
Email: carlossecretgarden
@yahoo.com

19FT FISHING BOAT
Stong fiberglass hull. Stain-
less-steel center console;
steel trailer. Brand new! Price:
only 250,000 baht. Please
contact for more information.
Tel: 06-9724805.

Island Job Mart

E-COMMERCE
MANAGER
A fast-growing Internet gar-
ment retailer needs a native
English-speaker who is highly
computer literate, a perfec-
tionist, a leader, and experi-
enced. Salary 40k-80k. Email:
holyjob@gmail.com

‘MREEHTL? REQUIRED

&n intermational company specializing In sales of unique
and exclusive products/services has wacancies for

FEMALE SALES CONSULTANT <PHUKET BRAMCH=

&S British

International School, Phuket

P RN S0,000,00 - B, 00000 DAHT FER MONTH

Qualifications:

- 25=-35 years of age, Thal nationality

- Must speak English

- Self-motivated, self-confident and able to sell

- Experience with cosmetic products or other types of
personal selling could be u=eful but is not necessary

= Selected candidates will receive high eamings and full,
comprehengive training

Tha British Curriculum Inlermational Schooal, Phukel (lTormarly Dulwich Inlérnational
College) is a keading British Internalional day and boarding schoal (18 months-18 years)
offaring a guality education to the interational community of the Asia’Pacific region.
We require the following:

Teaching Assistant / Secretary Assistant

CUSTOMER
SERVICE

Representative. A fast-
growing Internet garment
retailer needs a fluent En-
glish-speaker who is highly
computer literate, a perfec-
tionist, experienced, and a
fast typer. Salary 15k-35k.
Email: holyjob@gmail.com

Thai national

University degree

Knowledge of Microsolt Office

A high lewal of English fluancy

Strong interpersonal and organizational skill

Teaching qualifications and experience of child care [ teaching preferable
{ For teaching assistant post )

TELESALES / RECEPTIONIST

EARN 15 000000 - 20,000,00 BAHT PER HONTH

Qualifications:

= Thal females

= Able to speak, read and write English

- Able to wse computer (MS Office pragram )
- Work exparience in salesftelesales

- Good pardanality and Service-minded

- Interparsanal skills and anthusiaslic

Please send a short letter of application and CV with a recent photo or apply in person o

British Gurriculum Intemational School, Phiukal
58 Moo 2, Thepkrasatln Road, Koh Kaew, Muang, Phuket 83200

VILLA COOKS
WANTED

A high-end villa estate is
looking for 3 cooks with a
good knowledge of Thai food
and the ability to speak En-

Tel: 078-238711-20 # 2208, 1111 Fax: 078-239040 E-mail: ubonvadesr@ beis.acth T B aay T

COOKS AND WAITERS
Wanted: 2 cooks (a couple)
with experience in both Thai

ADMINISTRATION
Officer. Bowen Training
seeks a female with fair En-

HAIRDRESSER
in Phuket. A leading fitness
center with French manage-

SEEKING GOOD
staff. Civil Engineer, Foreman,
Secretary wanted to work in

WANTED: FARANG
EXPORTER

and international food. \Waiters
with some experience, and
knowledge of English. Tel: 02-
2491533, 07-0888724.
Email: jsmithy2005@yahoo.
com

glish skills and a bright per-
sonality. Salary: 8,000 -
10,000 baht per month. Tel:
076-264442. Fax: 076-264-
443, Email: recruiment@
bowentraining.com

ment is looking for an experi-
enced English-speaking hair-
dresser. International experi-
ence preferred. Tel: 05-782-
1194. Email: checknat2000
@yahoo.com

Krabi. Staff house and good
benefits offered. Please con-
tact for more info. Tel: O1-
7973401. Fax: 076-274272.
Email: yoon@krabisunset.
com

We are looking for a farang
to export drink. Very good
salary offered. Please call
for more information. Tel:
04-8478352.

glish. Good salary and ben-
efits are offered to success-
ful candidates. Please con-
tact for more info. Tel: O1-
8959144, Email: peter@
shibumithailand.com
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Homeproisa, Fljn'-!ﬁET)
Asia Web Direct is expanding and needs additional, enthusiastic staff to
join our growing team in our modern and exciting work environment:

= Achvancad Web Designer 3 postions « Achvartising Sales Executve 5 positions
= Wel Designar 2 positions » Content Manager 1 position

- :“ ”-""?'ﬁf 1 pasition » Staff Writer 2 positions

+ Finandal Controller 1 position o Adrvir Maraosr 1 Dositon

« Sales Manager (Advertising) 1 position orch Ewicfmn:w 1 paiion

e Programimes 1 position
e achvanced Web Designer 1 posiion
| « Wieh Designaer 1 positian
SAMUI « S3les Support Coordinator L position
= Wb Editar 1 position = Cllent Service Staff 2 positions
® Wb Dessgner 1 position

Full description of the jobs is online at www.aslawebdirect.com fjobs.htm
We offer excellant salary and bensfits, please apply directly at:

Agia Web Direct Co., Ltd.
oar, Muang Mai ing, 9717 Thepkrazattri Road, Phukeat, §3000

b 54F

Email: hriétasiawabdiract ¢

British Curriculum International School, Phuket are now seeking:

an experknond nanve ESL teadher w ceach chiklren for a cemparary pesiman in March,
I'he successhul candsdare needs o be:
# [Nzsionare shour educarion and demonsrace a gL Com MICMEnE o r:_-.||_'|'|ir||_l|
A degrer holder with recopnized ESL qualificarions
* Have 2 years teaching expersence with primary-aged childnen

Cover Teachers for the Pramary School

II.'.i.l\. ners are n'|'|||r-:1| tair PErT=Cirme '“'I'"l: ini r||-. |'r|n:.|.'|' :"'-\."ll'll:ll oy IV Er b seadt .'ll'bﬂ..'ll'l"i.

|
Applicans should possess a Bachelor's degree with reaching certificarion and have previous

experience of reaching in the primary ape range,
The salary swill be commeisurate with quakibicatsons and experience

Candidates should e-maal a share lester of applianan, CV, recene phomgraph and demils of

referses mo; l;.1nn'||p|1.1m{"3huix_:-r_r|'t

1 e cling deee for applicnsions i 24% Felruary 06

British Curmiculum Infernational Schoal, Phuket (BCTS)
50 Moo 2, |.|.'|:L isarrr B, Kol Eaew, "-lll.-ll:; Plyiikes 8220 Thailird

e 230750 Bangkok Tel: 0F 636 89913 Fax: 02 636 §993

e Tcl: 076 258 711-200 Fax: 76

"Phuket Gazette

The Phuket Gazeffe seeks fo fill the following positions:
. SENIOR ARTIST

il. ARTIST

» Giraphic-design skills and knowledge of Adobe (Hustrator, PageMaker,
Fholoshop and Drearmseaver neqguined

* Freahand drawing and web-design skills a plus

* Responsible, hard working, attention to detail

® Able to work in a Fasi-paced environmeant and meat daadlines

* Giood communécation skills, team player

® English speaker

ll. ASSISTANT ACCOUNTANT

* Thai, age 23 up

* Bachelos's degree or higher (in amy fiekd)

* Reasonable command of wrillen and spoken English

* Must hava a car driver's license

* Accounting experience woukd be an advantage, but the Gazette i3
willing 1o provide training for & neviee with good interpersonal skills
and unquestionad honasty

Cualified candidales are invitad to sand a GV to Sudjai Suanya, Human Resources,
by amail, fax or post to:

The Phuket Gazette Co Lid

3672 Yaowaral Rd, T, Taladyai, A, Muang, Phukel 83000
Fax: OTE-213071 Ermail: sudjai 8 phuketgazetie ne

Banyan Tree Resorts and Spas (Thailand) Co., Ltd. is a leading spa
operator. To meet our rapid growth and expansion, we invite suitable

EAMTAM TREE

SR Y R —

anl qualified candidates o join our team.

Spa Receptionist 7 positions (based in Phuket)

Crualifications;
= PMale or femake .1|_!_|:~|'| herbween 22-30 VEars nld == Positive afinsde and |'_|||,'.|'=.1 nt FIr‘f;I'm.IIiI!.-
== Bachelors degree in any field w= o team-work and fast learmer
== Good command of English lanpguage (minimum = Basic computer skills
TN 550 - Altention 1o detall and service-minded

Assistant Administration Manager 1 position (based in Phuket)
HR Development Coordinator 1 position (based in Phuket)

Chialifications:

s Male or fermale ages] betaesn 28-35 years ald
== Bachelors r||_'|!r4'|' in a redated lieded

= EITIHH administrative backgmound

Applicants shoubd provide a full defailed English resumé, expected salary and a recent photo fo:

DIVING ONLINE, the leading Internet provider
of discounted dive packages, is seeking for qual-
ified staff to jein its team.

Applications are being taken for;

1 Experienced Web Developer

» Male/female

« Thai national

» Good communication skills and command of
_Epokan & written English

» Experience in software design and development

» Experience with HTML, JAVA & PHP

« Work experience in SEQ a plus

» Hove good struchured design ond programming
technigues

1 Booking Officer

» Maole/female

« Thai national

# Excellent communication skills & good
command of spoken and written English

» Good computer skills

« Experience in the diving indusiry

Applications stafing gualifications and experiende,
cted remUnssation should be sar

info@save-money-diving.com

== Smng rr:gli':h comimeinications skills iboth
weritten and spoken|

e Work well under pressure and able to meet dealings

= Coanputer literacy

PHUKET LAW FIRM
Seeks a part- or full-time sec-
retary and lawyer. Email:
scphuket@yahoo.com

COOK WANTED

for Koh Kaeo Pisadan Bunga-
lows, off Laem Phromthep.
Please call for more informa-
tion. Tel: 09-5944017.

PADI DIVING

Instructor. Required for a
busy 5-star dive center on Phi
Phi. Please contact for more
information. Tel: 01-8912688.
Email: tony@diveh2osportz.
com

OFFICE ASSISTANT

wanted for property agentin
Cherng Talay. Must have
good command of written and
spoken English, good com-
puter skills. Tel: 07-8813521.

INTERNET CAFO
Urgently required for Internet
cafll Thai female with good
spoken English and computer
skills. Must be friendly and
service-minded. Please con-
tact K. Cat. Tel: 07-909-
1640. Email: khemikas@
gmail.com

SALESPERSONS

Siam Real Estate requires
experienced Thai salesper-
sons with good English or for-
eigners with a work permit.
Must know island well and
have transport. Salary plus
commission. Please contact.
Tel: 076-288908. Email: nice
@siamrealestate.com Please
see our website at www.
siamrealestate.com

STAFF URGENTLY

required. Distribution Man-
ager, female, age 28-35,
Thai national, good written
and spoken English, PC ex-
perience in Word, Exel &
Internet, good administra-
tor, car driver with license.
Contact Khun Nit, Image
Asia Events. Tel: 076-
264491-2.
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PLanTATION

Sales Negotiators

compular skills

Accountant

Secretary

¥ Thai mational. female

Driver and messenger

< Thai mational. male

The PLANTATION — Kamala Bay
is looking for gualified candidates for
the following positions:

¥ Thai mational, malkefemale
« Sales expenents in real estabe
<+ Excellenl prasentation, communicalion and

+ Sirong ability to work in a eam
< Good command of both spaken and written English

« Thal mational. rmalefemale

< Bdministratve and accounting skills
< Good command of English

+ Minimuem one year of experience

+ Good command of English
< Minimam one year of experence

< Excellznt knowledge of Phuket arss
« Abilty to speak in English considerad an assel

2 positions

1 position

1 position

1 position

ASIA-PACIFIC
TROPICAL HOMES

The region’s most widely
distributed lifestyle maga-
zine, is produced from
Phuket. It is looking for an
Editorial Researcher with
strong Internet skills. Thai
national with good English.
Email: newjob@aapress.
net See our website at
www.aapress.net for com-
pany details.

WANTED:
STORE MANAGER,
BAKER

Khun Woody's Bakery and
the Sandwich Shoppe in
Patong are growing fast,
with a new production facil-
ity and another shop com-
ing on stream next month.
We need experienced Thai
nationals who are commit-
ted to outstanding service
and great food. We're look-
ing for a baker, preferably
with high-quality bread ex-
perience. We're also looking
for an experienced store
manager — a customer-ori-
ented leader with good En-
glish skills. We offer excel-
lent pay, good bonus, solid
training, and a chance to
grow professionally with the
“Khun Woody"” family. Tel:
076-340066. Email:
woody@khunwoody.com

SPA MANAGER

Spa Manager — with 3-5
years' experience - urgently
required. Must be confident
and able to manage and moti-
vate staff. Good earning po-
tential. Tel: 076-396205.
Email: gm@islandiagroup.
com

MANGOSTEEN TEAM
Due to high occupancy, we
are seeking to fill the following
positions. Only qualified, expe-
rienced staff wanted.

- Accounting

- Store Keeper

- Cost Controller
- Income

F&B

- Chef de Partie
- Waitresses

- Pool Attendant
- Stewards
Housekeeping

- Room Maids

Tel: 076-289223. Fax: 076-
289389. Email: myfuture@
mangosteen-phuket.com

WAITRESS

Woman needed to work 6
days a week in a trendy
Internet cafll and juice bar in
Phuket City. Good salary. Tel:
076-223210, 04-0143121.

CAPTAIN WANTED
for 60ft-plus motor cruiser,
must speak English. Please
contact. Tel: 04-1885828.
Email: 7@7123000.com

Employment

Wanted

GERMAN WOMAN/
MANAGEMENT

German woman, 33, is
looking for a job on Phuket.
11 years’ experience in
fashion/textile industry, HR
management and training of
sales staff, and motivating/
managing branch manag-
ers. | speak German and
English. Email: muenchen
@gmx.net

CLASSIFIEDS

Tout, Trader & Trumpet

PHUKET GAZETTE
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Articles
For Sale

FITNESS EQUIPMENT
Recumbent bike, elliptical.
Price new: 80,000 baht.
Now 50,000. Very good
condition. Tel: 01-8918755.
Fax: 076-341032. Email:
easy4fitness@yahoo.com

SECONDHAND GYM

equipment for sale. Full range
of free weights, multi-station,
2 x benches (flat and inclined)
and bars. Needs attention.
15,000 baht ono. Tel: 076-
270752. Fax: 076-270751.
Email: tuk@pipsphuket.com

EXERCISE BIKE & GYM
Smooth, quiet, with computer,
like new: paid 12,000 baht;
selling for 8,500 baht. 16-
exercise multigym: paid
12,000 baht; selling for 5,500
baht. Tel: 01-0882179.

NOTHING TO WEAR?
New ladies’ clothes, sizes S -
XXL European brands and
sizes. Lots of XL pants, skirts
and tops. Sale will be held at
Perfection Beauty Salon on
Thursday, March 2, noonto 8
pm. Tel: 01-5396106. Email:
liessol@phuket.ksc.co.th

DIVE COMPUTER
Suunto Mosquito, air/nitrox/
free/ALT settings. Only 19
dives. 12,000 baht. Tel: 07-
8875301.

Articles
Wanted

WINDSURFER

wanted. Windsurfer - complete
- 150 litres and not too old. Tel:
076-385801, 07-276-0141.
Email: kat_stockleclark@
yahoo.co.uk

| Bulletins
 Alcoholics :hm:nwm:i.lsi

is holding mestings in
English at the fallowing
places:

Phuket City
Mission Hospital
on Wed and Sun at 7 pm
Banghok Phuket Hospital
on Fri at 7 pm

Patong

Patong Hospital
on Mon, Tue, Wed, Sa, Sun

at 7 pen ared an Fri akt 8 pm

Business
Opportunities

GREAT BUSINESS
opportunities in Phuket. 1) A
prime location in the newly
constructed Simon Entertain-
ment Plaza on busy Soi
Bangla in Patong. 2) 800sgm,
2 floors, 3-year lease with 3-
year renewal option. This
space is very well suited for
an impressive disco/night-
club. 3) 5 shophouses
(ground floor only), 48sgm
each, 3-year lease with 3-
year renewal option. Tel: O1-
8267129. Email: infobangla
entertainment@yahoo.com

NEW HOTEL LEASE
4-year hotel lease for 2.5 mil-
lion baht. 22 rooms, Air condi-
tioning, cable TV, bar, elevator,
maid service, refrigerator, tele-
phone, hot & cold water, sun-
set viewpoint. Easy torun, good
staff. Please contact for more
info. Tel: 06-9427318. Email:
michael@bayproject.com
www.vikingresidence.com

BUSINESSES

for sale. 3 businesses —
beauty salon, Thai massage
and Internet cafll — priced for
quick sale at 2.8 million baht
or nearest offer. Tel: 076-
281078, 64-021667215.
Fax: 076-383674. Email:
tim.s@actrix.co.nz

BAR FOR SALE, KATA
34 seats, pool table, UBC, 4
rooms above a recently refur-
bished kitchen. Price: 1.7 mil-
lion baht. Tel: 04-8478139.

o
2
RESORT

APARTMENTS
AT LAY AN

A UNIGQUE RETAIL

(076 271 535

B B TS e ph ket o
wara benanbreatephuksl esm

FISH JANG BAR

for sale. Fish Jang Bar for sale
on Soi Bangla, Patong, Phuket.
Contact for details. Tel: 01-
8953575. Email: orchid@
samart.co.th

POPULAR & COzY

B&B (Bed & Breakfast) for
sale. Lonely Planet & others
rate this charming teak & red-
wood hotel in Phang Nga
“Best In Town”. Only 9.9
millon baht. Tel: 01-0882179.

KAMALA

restaurant & bar. Famous for
pizza + Tex mex: 40 seats,
air conditioning, equipment,
stock, and furniture. For sale
500,000 baht + rent 6,000
baht per month. Call after 5
pm. Tel: 076-385940.

KARON BAR

for sale. includes pool table,
TV, hi-fi, bar, etc. Tel: 09-
5879551.

Ao s %
0 o

%
%rm;rf"

The French Red Cross,

Invitation to bid for
the construction of

BEER/MUSIC
GARDEN
with the best exotic atmo-
sphere, unigue prime loca-
tion, with:
- the biggest screen, CD,
DVD, UBC
- Stage for live music &
dancing
- 3 bars
- 1 restaurant, equipped
Lease the entire venue or
rent separately at a rate.
Please call. Tel: 01-894-
0570. For further details
please see our website at
www.royal-beerhouse.com

BARGAIN BAR SALE

in Krabi. Stylish Ao Nang bar
for sale. Excellent opportunity.
Tel: 075-637862, 06-277-
3160. Email: hedley@Ioxinfo.
co.th For further details,
please see our website at:
www.krabi-reservations.
com/barsale.htm

SEEKING PARTNER

for the first slimming resort in
Phuket. Required capital: 6
million baht. Please call for
more information. Tel: 06-
2740010.

NAI HARN BEACH BAR
Bar on main road to beach,
includes stock, equipment,
Playstations, surfboards,
DVD hire, games, DVDs,
computer, music jukebox,
working kitchen, staff, limited
only to your imagination, unlim-
ited potential. Please contact
for more info. Tel: 05-784-
2095. Email: awesomek9@
yahoo.com.au

a Village for Children in Phuket (Koh Sireh)

Construction of 6 bungalows, one main buildng (2 storeys) and 3 additional buldings.
The tatal construction erea is 1945 sqm situated on 3.2 ra of land akeady filled

¥ ane looking for a main confractor wiho shoulkd have strong references and be able fo
complete the whobe works {piling, stracture, roof, electicity, ar condtioning, water,

waskeswsler sysiem, efcl,

Delivery of the bidding documents to all interested companies

The bidding documents (drawings, specifications, adminkstratve documents) will be available
at the French Red Cross Cffice from 10000 am on the 27th Febnuary 2006 for &l suthonized
representatives of qualfied bidders upon receipt of a refundable fee of 15000 baht.

Bid due date

The bidding submissions are to be returned to the French Red Cross Office on the
215t March 2006 at 5.00 pm the latest.

Information meeating

An informztion meeting will be held betwesn 13th-15th March 2006 at the French Red

Cross Office,

Address of French Red Cross office
100 170 Moo &, Srsuchat Crand View ion the bypass road), Tembon Ressada, Amphir

Puang, Phukat 83000
Person to contack:

hArs Sirirat Saskim, mohile 09-471 25 96,
Mre Monchana Pelbud, mobde: 01-083 417 91,
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BUSINESS FOR SALE

Well-run visa run business
including tour office at

Rawvai Beach. Please con-
tact K. Jaochim. Tel: 0O4-
8512378 for more informa-
tion.

O'MALLEYS IRISH PUB
Small business, big opportunity!
Recently refurbished pub &
restaurant, located in Phuket
City. Package includes all pa-
perwork, visas, 2 work per-
mits and all licenses for a
smooth takeover. 400sgm,
live music stage, sound and
light system, UBC TV, 3 new
pool tables (including pool
room), 15 tables, 40 bar stools,
5 fridges and freezers, new
kitchen equipment and over
300 taxi-bikes with O'Malleys
vests driving around the city!
Offers condidered. Please
contact for more information.
Tel: 09-7292846. Email:
scottshaw77@lycos.co.uk

PRIME WATERFRONT
land. Owner of 4-rai and 2-rai
plots with views of Phang Nga
Bay seeks development part-
ner (perhaps from project
management or construction
company) for joint venture
and profit share. Contact
Email: yes-siam@hotmail.
com

INVESTOR/
PARTNER
for bar-restaurant wanted.
Best venue in Patong. Work
permits available. Call 1 pm.
-3am. Tel: 07-8817600.

RAWAI BAR
FOR SALE OR RENT

L.
Fully furnished, cable TV,
kitchen, tables. Selling at
350,000 baht, or for rent at
35,000 baht a month. Tel:
01-4777110.

PERSONAL TRAINING

center. Rare opportunity to ac-
quire a successful and presti-
gious health and fitness center
in Chalong. The only dedicated
PT center in Phuket, it has es-
tablished a reputation for qual-
ity and professionalism. Su-
perbly equipped, used exclu-
sively by premier expat cli-
ents. Tel: 01-0880422. Email:
alun@vitagroup.net

GUESTHOUSE

for sale. Guesthouse and res-
taurant, located opposite the
main entrance to the Royal
Paradise Hotel, for sale. Six
luxury guest rooms with
showver, airconand TV. Beau-
tiful restaurant with kitchen.
High standards. 14 million
baht. Tel: 01-6385322, 01-
8956587. Email: rudolfpanz
@hotmail.com

TAILOR SHOP

forimmediate sale. 8m x 25m
fully furnished, located on
Patong road, near Thara

Patong Hotel. A 5-year lease.
Tel: 09-6656195.

Central Patong
Building For Sale!

The premisas are situated in a prima location
immediately adjacent to the luxurious new TaiLife Spa
on Soi Sunset, close to Bangla Road.

Consents have been obtained in prnciple fo extend
the existing 3-floor structure up to 5 levels, providing
a rare opportunity to develop 1000m? - 1600m? of
quality hotel accommedation in central Patong.

(her uses may be considerad.

The owners are offering the lease and bullding for
sale or will consider a joint venture development.

Contact Mike at 5V Associates for details.
Telephone 06 277 6693

Land Lease and

SHOP & EQUIPMENT
for sale. Beauty skincare and
slimming center in Krabi Town
has closed. We have salon,
facial, body slimming and
sports equipment, all in very
good condition, for sale. Prod-
ucts also for sale. Please con-
tact Erin. Tel: 075-623839,
06-6820069.

INDEPENDENT MIANAGER
We are one of the biggest
luxury car dealers (Bentley,
Bugatti, Ferrari, Hummer,
Lamborghini, Mercedes...) in
the world and wve are looking
for someone who can open
our office in Thailand. Needs
to be fluentin English and Thai.
Small investment needed to
open office (rent). Salary on
provisional basis (5% per sold
car). Tel: 0017029857523.
For details, visit: www.
hotexoticluxurycars.com

COMPANY LTD
(GMBH). Legal construction
of limited liability company for
sale. 25,000 baht. Entitles you
to one work permit and the
possibility to own land/house
with the company. Tel: 06-
2688061. Email: schendl@
loxinfo.co.th

BAR AND RESTAURANT
Bar and restaurant for rent at
Surin Beach and Patong
Beach. Tel: 01-6760125.

BAR/RESTAURANT

in Patong. 2 guestrooms, pool
table, big-screen TV. 1.35
million baht. Tel: 01-747-
7520.

SMALL GUESTHOUSE
Well-established small
guesthouse in Patong with
bar, pool table, 4 rooms. Ask-
ing 1.2 million baht. Email:
swisstreff@gmx.net

Business
Products &

Services

SELLING YOUR
PROPERTY ?
Come experience the bestin
sales and support. Tel: 076-
345081, 01-9241447.

Email: mail@villa.co.th

T vears of

Visa

Wiga for Fhais to visil all comniries

Fiamoée , spuouse, iourist, work and stsdent visas
l=yenr Thai visn for forcigners

Visn extensinns for fereigners

1% Money-Back-Ginarnmice if we il

11 years of

Visag
/ “mm .il’.'.'l'.'ﬂlllltit'lg
Experience! Experience!

o Company registration
# Accouniing

& Tox andits

& Work Permils

Hest prices in Phuker!

Tel: 01-0808557 Email: infoir nolvisa.com Website:www.nol visa.com

VISA & LEGAL
SERVICES

Seam

Company Registration
2,229 baht; One Year Visa
4,999 baht; Retirement Visa
4,999 baht: Work Permit
4,999 baht; UK & US Visa
16,999 baht. No more visa
runs — get a one-year visa
for only 4,999 baht. Estab-
lish your Thai company today
to buy land or start your busi-
ness for only 2,229 baht!
Property title search, sales
contract and land registra-
tion. Thailand’s LARGEST le-
gal service network. Al-
ways your low price by our li-
censed Thai lawyers.
Please contact. Tel: 076-
345277 (24 hours). Email:
info@siam-legal.com For
further details, Pls visit:
www. siam-legal.com

DAY TRIP TO
RANONG

New double-decker tour bus
(not minibus), non-smoking
and smoking areas, toilet,
films/music, snacks and
drinks, on-board buffet lunch.
No extras to pay, all-inclu-
sive. Only 1,500 baht. Every
Mon, Wed, Fri, Sat, Sunday.
Tel: 04-7457024.

THANIT STONE
FACTORY

State constructions tender
offer & bidder (certified by
allgovernment divisions and
the private sector): asphal-
tic concrete road, drainage
and dams, infrastructure,
building construction, earth-
works and landscaping. Fa-
cilities and equipment: plant
asphalt concrete, pavers,
pay loaders, excavators,
rollers, motor graders,
trucks, other heavy ma-
chines. Contact Maytinee.
Tel: 01-8952990, 09-724-
4102, 01-9584076. Fax:
076-224969. For details,
vist our website:www.
thanitstonefactory.com

NO 1 VISA SERVICE

For Thais and foreigners.
Best prices! Starting from
only 10,000 baht! Also
best prices for accounting,
tax audits, work permits
and company registration.
Please contact for more
info. Tel: 01-0808557.
Email: info@no1visa.com
For further details, please
see our website at: www.
no1visa.com

Island
Creamin

ﬂlscuunted otels
all the resont desinations p want 1 be

i HotelTravel

SECURE WIRELESS
networks. Long-range links.
phuket-data-wizards.com
Tel: 076-383575, 06-682-

7277.

LOAN WANTED

4 million baht required. Wil pay
6% interest quarterly in ad-
vance, good security. Tel: 01-
8924804.

BetlourCoor@a
Work Less...
Travel a Lot...

UNDERWATER
photography. For sale: Sea &
Sea DX50000G housing, Sea
& Sea YS25 Auto strobe plus
fiber-optic sync cord and flex-
ible light arm set. Hardly used,
still under warranty. Tel: 04-
9928016.

POLAROID DIGITAL
camera. with memory card,
3.2 megapixels. 3,500 baht.
Call for further details. Tel: 07-
8896758.

COMPUTER REPAIRS

English technician, new or
used computers. GPRS,
ADSL, WLAN and Intemet ac-
cess without a phone. Tel: 09-
4735080.

Miscellaneous
for Sale

INTERMATIOMNAL
DRIVERS LICENSE

Addres: Faam Saan Moce

A Mo 8, mlmqu_mlm.
Tel: S-ODEETHE or 04400401 2.

Ensail: ina @ imilicense, com
wwn . in il beense. oo

QUEST FOR KATOEYS
By Lung David — An unusual
and intriguing story of a for-
eigner named Tom and Nit, his
Thai housekeeper, and her
friends, who help Tom to in-
vestigate the practical and
psychological aspects of the
ladyboy phenomenon. “l loved
the intrigues in the ups and
downs of Nit's life, | fell in love
with her.” “I laughed and
cried, | was entranced by this
book.” Sold in bookshops; and
direct from publisher at 400
baht including postage in Thai-
land, or 500 baht worldwide.
Email: jittra46@hotmail.com

KIDS’ PARTY?

Hire a bouncy castle for
great fun. For rates and in-
formation. Tel: 01-891-
8689.

TEACHER-TUTOR
Experienced teacher (math,
physics, science and English)
with 20 years’ experience in
Asia and Canada available to
tutor all levels. Please call Jeff.
Tel: 06-5575098.

SIGN LANGUAGE
tuition for hearing-impaired or
deaf foreigners or Thais.
Qualified tutor. Tel: 06-737-
2630.

ENGLISH TEACHER
Auvailable for private tutoring.
| have 3 years’ experience
teaching adults and childrenin
Thailand & Korea. Please call
Brent. Tel: 09-7253396.

HOME SCHOOLING
Any families interested in shar-
ing cost of small professional
home schooling classes? All
subjects taught in English. Ages
8-14, Chalong area, 1-bdaysa
week. Tel: 01-56362069. Email:
pat@projecttrang.org

DO YOU WANT

agood driver? | am Thai man,
44 years old, with experience
in driving all types of cars. | do
not drink, smoke or gamble. |
like to work as a driver because
I love driving. If you need a
driver, please callme. Tel: 01-
8957848, Email: best2599@
hotmail.com

Personals

BACKGAMMON

Retired businessman look-
ing for backgammon play-
ers on Phuket Island. Tel:
076-386113, 01-577-
8443.

WESTERN SINGLE
Charming male, romantic,
stable, fit, hopes to find a good
and sensual lady for nice friend-
ship. For more info. Email:
sepe_susi2@yahoo.com
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Saloon Cars

Special Offer

- Free 1-year first-class insurance

- Free 1-year car registration fes

VOLVO BALLOON PAYMENT  2X,KKX / MONTH (4 YEARS)

- Frese B-yean' 100, 000km,
VOLVO MAINTEMAMNCE

WOLLD
far He

Volvo Phuket
Tel. B6 21 SE30-42

- W o

Phuket’s Most Trusted &
Reputable Supplier of the Finest
Quality Used SALOONS,
SEDANS, JEEPS & PICKUPS

New cars or trade-ins —
we have what you’re
looking for

For more info pls call us at
Tel: 076-224632, 216243
www.suremotor.com

VOLVO 240 SEDAN
1987 Volvo 240, 4-door se-
dan. 5-speed transmission,
cold aircon, 4-cylinder engine.
CD stereo, power amp. Car is
in like-new condition with per-
fect body and new pearl-white
paint. Drives perfectly, needs
nothing but new owner.
240,000 baht. Please contact
for further information. Tel:
076-328381, 07-1862883.
Email: dhphawaii@hotmail.
com

BENTLEY, FERRARI,
ROLLS

Any luxury car in stock for
the best price worldwide!
Bentley, Bugatti, Ferrari,
Rolls-Royce, Lamborghini,
Mercedes... Example:
Bentley Continental GT
2006, black/black, all op-
tions, for US$ 160,000 in-
cluding taxes and shipping to
Phuket! Tel: 702-9857523.
Fax: 702-9741170. Email:
sales@hotexoticluxurycars.
com Please visit our website
www.hotexoticluxurycars.
com

TOYOTA VIOS
Automatic, 12,000km for
sale or rent. Tel: 06-228-
4872,07-8853674.

2003 HONDA CRV

Like new. Only 45,000km. 10
months’ first-class insurance
included. Metallic silver color.
20 vyears old. 725,000 baht.
Price new: 1.3 million baht.
Please contact for full details.
Tel: 06-6865998. Email:
capeyamoo@yahoo.com

BMW 530

BMW 530, year 2004, in ex-
cellent condition. First-class
insurance, 2 years old and
only 40,000km. Many extras.
Original price: 3.8 million baht,
but will sell for 2.5 million.
Please contact for full
details.Tel: 09-8742960.
Email: waruana@yahoo.com

HONDA JAZZ SPORTS
White/sports version; top-of-
the-tops condition; 1 year, 5
months old; 25,000km. All
extras: ABS, 2 air bags, auto
gears, CD, etc. Price new:
700,000 baht; selling for
520,000 baht ono. Call now!
Tel: 09-5875956. Email:
pk_jewelry@hotmail.com

TOYOTA VIOS E
Automatic gears, gold color,7
months old, 16,000km,
leather seats, full options,
first-class insurance. Price:
550,000 baht. Tel 01-367-
0991. Email: amarena.eugenio
@liberi.it

ISUZU D-MAX 2004
4-door pickup. Black, leather
interior, and extras. Very good
condition. 29,000km. Must
see. Tel: 06-6825208. Email:
didier55@hotmail.com

Agents for Classified Advertising

PHUKET

K.L. Mart
Patak Rd, Chalong

Sin & Lee

Taurus Travel

41 Minimart

Earth Language School
Phang Nga Rd, Phuket City

Thalang Rd, Phuket City

Aroonsom Plaza Rat-U-Thit 200 Pi Rd, Patong

Srisoontorn Rd, Cherng Talay

Tel: 076-280400/3
Fax: 076-280403

Tel: 076-232398/9
Fax: 076-232398

Tel: 076-258369
Fax: 076-211230

Tel: 076-344521/2
Fax: 076-344523

Tel/Fax: 076-324312

PICKUP FOR SALE

Toyota Hilux, completely re-
built two years ago, now in
perfect condition. Two-
seater, long bed. 275,000
baht. Tel: 01-3974291. Email:
katahideaway@hotmail.com

2005/06
HUMMER 2/3

Hummer 2, incl shipping, tax
and registration, for
US$68,000. We have every
luxury car in stock: Bentley,
Bugatti, Ferrari, Rolls-Royce,
Lambo, Mercedes, etc. Tel:
702-9857523. Email: sales
@hotexoticluxurycars.com
See our website at: www.
hotexoticluxurycars.com

VITARA JEEP
FOR SALE

Golden Vitara jeep 4x4, CD,
p/w, aircon, alarm, central
locking. Price 300,000 baht,
or 200,000 baht and 22
monthly payments of 5,300
baht. Tel: 076-340583.
Email: ilan_75@hotmail.
com

SUZUKI CARIBIAN 4X4
Only 69,000 baht buys it! Safer
than a motorbike! Many new
parts. Dependable jeep, runs
well. Tel: 01-6936386. Email:
katalyst89@hotmail.com

4WD MITSUBISHI

L200 Strada, 2.8 GLX Super
Megacab 1998. Just re-
newed insurance and registra-
tion for 12 months. Charcoal
color. Good condition.
62,000km. 300,000 baht.
Tel: 076-321454, 01-271-
4036. Email: nmorgan@
loxinfo.co.th

JEEP & PHANTOM
VERY CHEAP

Suzuki Carribian with aircon,
tax, insurance. Just 9,900
baht per month, or 8,900 if
> 3 months. Honda Phan-
tom, 2003 model, quick sale
at baht 49,000, or rent for
4,900 baht per month. Tel:
09-5917761. Email: jTmes
@hotmail.com

4X4 TOYOTA

Sport Rider. 2003, silver
color, manual, 4WD, 7-seater,
63,000km. Serviced every
5,000km. 11 months' regis-
tration. New tires, wheel align-
ment. All the extras, excellent
condition. Price: 670,000
baht. Tel: 01-8920130. Email:
boatdoggie@yahoo.com

Motorbikes

KAWASAKI BOSS 175
Nearly-new (6 months old)
Kawasaki Boss 175. Has cov-
ered 400km. Will sell for a
fixed 70,000 baht. Tel: 01-
6078000.

YAMAHA 750cc
motorcycle. Early ‘90s Virago
V-twin street cruiser. Many
new and rebuilt parts. Looks
and runs great. Taxed and li-
censed with green book. Ask-
ing 90,000 baht. Will consider
trade for sailing dinghy or small
catamaran. Please contact
William Smith. Tel: 07-077-
9816. Email: williet98248@
hotmail.com

YAMAHA VIRAGO
400cc. Registered 1996, only
30,000km. Taxed and in-
sured. Foreign owned. In great
condition. 65,000 baht. Tel:
01-6760740. Email: pashman
@Iloxinfo.co.th

A1 CAR RENT
Best price for long-term
rent. From 12,000 baht per

month. Please call for more
info. Tel: 09-8314703.

BP RENTALS

Suzuki Caribians for 12,000
baht per month. Discount for
long-term rental. Fullinsurance.
Please call for further informa-
tion. Tel: 09-4727304.

BP RENTALS

Honda Dreams for 3,000 baht
per month. Discount for long-
termrental. Tel: 09-4727304.

WANTED: SAMLOR

I would like to buy a samlor to
be shipped to San Antonio,
Texas, USA. Tel: 830-537-
4179. Email: rvhgwa@aol.
com

WANTED TO RENT

Honda CRV/Stream or
Chevrolet Zafira (or similar)
wanted to rent for tvwwvo months
—June 20 to August 20. Car
must be in good condition, be
arecent model and have first-
class insurance for travel
throughout Thailand. Must
have automatic transmission,
air conditioning and other
creature comforts. Please
reply by email with total costs.
Email: mmarshall@bcis.ac.th

SECONDHAND
motorbike. | am a 19-year-old
looking to buy a good, cheap
secondhand motorbike. All of-
fers with details are welcome.
Email: malany_cute@hotmail.
com

Please use this form to write your classified advertisement.
Then hand it to any of our agents.

N O A O A O (2 7

Classified ads are charged per line. Each line is 85 baht,
with a minimum of 4 lines (heading included) per ad.

All advertising must be paid for in advance.
Deadline for Wheels & Motors page: Saturday 12 noon.
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PHUKET COSMETIC
DENTAL CLINIC

Come and enjoy the
difference of our unique
esthetic dental freatment.

= Taath whitening
by plasma arc
= Dental Implants
= All-ceramlc crowns
» CEramic vensers

168/ Hongyok-U-Thit Bd, T. Taladyai
A Muang, Phukat 83000 Thailand
Tel: O nE23 G823 Faw: 0 M523 Ba24
Ertal inlo@psuss conmiel ideniaboiaiz com,
wwaphekmiccsmoicdeninichn com

.00 tiN 24.00
4% Phuket Rd, Phuket City
076230043 076-223210

Ureaxdormyimer mpeals
atherene sibuitr ek

iy o Bemdbrunc f bee- Hivor
Whieary: irmaerem

REMBRANDT
SPEEi al Promotion

e

7,000 8B

Ends; 28 Feb 06

PROMJAI DENTAL CLINIC
Bypass : 076 261 836-7, 06 -951099

vowwprnmigaidental-com

COSMETIC
DENTISTRY

~—  Our Semvices:
-

pe  Suality & Technology

%.' : : 'IE-.:- |
. 'L' '
» Gum Treatmenst

{ % g
3% IIL:F A i« PRoot Canal Trestment
¥ Ay * Cosmetic Dentistry
= Qiral Surngery
& Pocodontics
= Laser Densistry

= Crown & Brickges, Dentuies
«  Dwrital Implants
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Surin Sabai Apartment

New! Project Apartment
Start in May, 2006.

Sales Olfice: Phuket Asialand Co., Lid.
25 Mo 3, Cher |""|.||.._-. “halang Exclusive Agenc Y
Phuker Thailand 3110 Contaci:
lel: +66 76 271077 gl 1 hai! Khan Man 07-267-7514
Wardarin'Cantonese: Khun Sam 06-682-3883
English Fremel Toalien; Khan Michel 04-848-5273
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f0SS-CUrrEntSwimming -
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3 Hydrotherapy
X : % I
{ ,.'3 . Desjoyaux
. o
P O OL S
Drespoyamx in Thailand
Bangkok: Tel:+66 2 9889333 Fax:+66 2 9488118 Phuket: Tel:+66 76 263688 Fax: +66 76 264023
Krabi: Tel:+66 75 624553 Fax: +66 75 624554 Chiang Mal: Tel:+66 53 283901-2 Fax:+56 53 202859

Hatyai: Tl 74 262934-5 Face+66 74 262036 Samuoi: Tel: + 66 77 247588-9 Fax-+66 77 427256
W I.'I.'.I.]l_!'zijll_:lj'al_l:i'.l:l:-'i.ﬂ.l;l:_rm

See [SSULS &> ANSWERS at www.phuketgazette.net
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