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Dam ‘holdsenough

THEN AND NOW: The Bang Wad reservoir water level last September (above) and this week (below).

for thehigh season’

By Ananya Hongsa-ngiam

PHUKET: Rain over the past
few weeks has boosted the vol-
ume of water in the Bang Wad
reservoir to 5.5 million cubic
meters, which is enough to meet
expected demand until theend of
May, water officials believe.

Isara Anukul, Chief of the
Water Allocation Division of the
Phuket Irrigation Office (PI1O),
noted, “Normally the rainy sea-
son arrives at the beginning of
May. | think the rain will arrive
intimeto meet demand after that
date.”

In the meantime, the Phu-
ket Office of Disaster Preven-
tionand Mitigation (ODPM) has
drawn up a plan to locate areas
that can beused to collect smaller
pockets of water inlinewith HM
the King's Gaem Ling (Mon-
key's Cheek) Project, which
callsfor thebuilding of small res-
ervoirs and ponds to store water
and alow for controlled drainage.

Meanwhile Sayan Waree-
aroonroj, Manager of the Phuket
Provincial Water Supply
(PPWS), told the Gazette that
thereisstill aproblem supplying
enough water to Patong.

“Qur job is to distribute
water. But demand is currently

Continued on page 2

Property sales taxes topped Blbn in 2005

By Anongnat Sartpisut

PHUKET: The Phuket Provin-
cia Land Office (PPLO) col-
lected 1.1 billion baht in property
taxes and fees in 2005.

The tax gathered has soar-
ed recently, thanks to booming

land prices and sales of homes

ENGEL & VOLKERS

Austria Db England

France

in property developments. By
comparison, PPLO statistics
show that the province collected
370 million baht from land and
property salesin 2003, and 932
million baht in 2004.

PPLO Chief Suphot Su-
wannachote told the Gazette that
Phuket land prices continue to

Giermany [taly

Porugal

increase, especialy in placesthat
command a sea view in newer
development areas such as Pa
Khlok and Layan.

He added that 70% of the
tax collected came from sal es of
land and houses in property de-
velopments, and 30% from sales
of land alone.

== Our New Property Shop in Kamala is Now Open

Tel: 01 539 8118, 01 397 7899, Email: Phuketi@engelvoelkers.com

South Africa Spain  USA
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Land Office Chief K. Suphot.
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Limo and BMW
crash killsone,
Injurestwo

KATHU: An airport limousine
driver was killed and two Aus-
tralian touristswereinjured when
their limousine was in collision
with aBMW car on Phra Phuket
Kaew Rd on January 5.

Pol Lt Col Passakorn Son-
tikul of Tung Thong Police Sta-
tion told the Gazette that driver
Surachai Temchuen, 42, died, and
the two Australians, Edward
Shrink and Rosemary Perkins,
both 19, were taken to Bangkok
Hospital Phuket after the limou-
sinewasin collisonwithaBMW
driven by Ruepob Upatising, 30.

“Ruepob has been charged
with careless driving causing in-
jury or death, carrying a penalty
of upto 10 yearsinjail or afine
of upto 20,000 baht, or both,” Col
Passakorn said.

— Ananya Hongsa-ngiam

Thalang man
stabbed to death

THALANG: A young Thai man
was stabbed to desth in the early
morning of January 2 in Thalang
District.

Thepolicereceived aphone
cal at around 1 am from alocal
citizen saying that a man had
been stabbed in front of a shop-
house on Baan Li Porn, Tambon
Srisoonthorn. Loy Buathong, 26,
aresident of the area, was found
stabbed once in the chest and
with multiple contusionson other
parts of his body.

Pol Capt Prakorp Boon-
kwan, of Thalang Didtrict, told the
Gazette that eyewitnesses re-
ported the victim had been sitting
alone on the sidewalk when a
gang of between six and eight
teenage men on motorbikes ap-
proached him. Thevictimtriedto
run away, but one of the men
pulled out a knife and stabbed
him.

— Sangkhae Leelanapaporn

L
T

Phuket Provincial Administration Organization
(OrBorJor) President Anchalee Vanich-Thepabutr
tries out a 10-seater vehicle much like a stretched
electric golf cart, one of two bought by the
OrBorJor to carry people along Chalong Pier.

,_-a.'"-h- .

K. Anchalee said the OrBorJor bought the
600,000-baht vehicles to replace the diesel-
powered songtaew buses used up to now, in order
to save energy and reduce pollution.

-

-

— Anongnat Sartpisut

MEA CULPA, SAYS
HIGHWAYS CHIEF

By Anongnat Sartpisut

PHUKET: Phuket Provincial
Highways Office (PPHO) Chief
Thanit Sakiya has accepted re-
sponsibility for not delivering on
a promise he made to Governor
Udomsak Uswarangkurato have

the surface of the bypass road
completed by last December 26.
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On December 20, 2005,
Governor Udomsak ordered the
road surfacing work finished by
the December 26 deadline so as
toavoidinconveniencing visitors
who were due to arrive for the
tsunami memorial ceremonieson
Phuket.

It didn’t happen.

K. Thanit said, “If | had
known on Dec 20 that the mobile
stone grinder had had a problem
on December 15, | would not
have promised the Governor
we' d finish the road on time.”

He added that he accepted
responsibility for not having dl the
information needed to carry out
hispromise.

Work to expand the road
started on May 7, 2004 and was
originally slated to finish by Sep-
tember 28 |ast year.

However, progress slowed
when contractors were forced to
wait 250 days for permission to
use explosives for blasting work
and the original contract had to
be extended.

A new target date for com-
pletion was then set: January 26,
2006.

K. Thanyakit said, “Infact,
based on what remainsto be done
at this stage, the entire project is
not likely to be completed until the
end of March this year.”

Highways Department En-
gineer Boonyakiat Kongketyai
blamed the slow progress on the
contractor and on the condition
of the machinery used.

He explained that the con-
tractor, Chiang Ral Harn Charoen
Enterprise Ltd, experienced de-
lays because approval to buy
spare parts and for repairs had
to be obtained from the comp-
any’sheadquartersin Chiang Ral
Province. Some of the equipment
had deteriorated, and no longer
functioned at optimum levels.

According to the contract,
if thejobisnot completed ontime,
Chiang Rai Harn Charoen faces
penalties of 33,390 baht for each
day the project extends past the
January 26 deadline.
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Enough water
for high season

From page 1

much higher than the maximum
amount we can pump — we dis-
tribute up to 40,800m?® a day to
support 22,000 homes in the
Muang District outside of Phuket
City [including Kata and Karon]
and in Kathu District [including
Patong].”

However, hesaid, supply in
Patong will improve when the
planned desalination plantin Ka-
ron — converting seawater into
drinking water —comes online.

Construction of the plant
will take six months, hesaid, soit
should be complete by mid-year.
“Then we will produce an addi-
tional 6,000m?® aday,” he said.

Meanwhile, at ameeting on
January 10, Governor Udomsak
Uswarangkura suggested that
the PPWS lay new water pipes
on top of the ground, rather than
buried, so that leaks—which cur-
rently account for 25% of the
island’swater being lost —can be
more easily detected and re-
paired.

The pipes could be camou-
flaged with plants, he added.

Themeeting, at Phuket Pro-
vincial Hall, also heard from the
PPWS's K. Sayan that the vol-
ume of water pumped from Bang
Wad reservoir was raised on
January 8 from 1,000m?3 to
1,300m? an hour. However, he
said, in order to do thisthe qual-
ity of water had had to be re-
duced.

Patong, Kata and Karon
are not receiving any more wa-
ter than before, but all will have
water on tap 24 hours aday, with
no interruptions. K. Sayan said
that demand from these three
places was around 1,500m? an
hour, but the PPWS can deliver
only about 700m?.

However, Pattanapong Aik-
wanich, speaking for hotel own-
ers, said that demand was in fact
much higher than 1,500m?®an
hour, and was being met only by
trucking in large volumes of wa-
ter.

He appealed for an easing
of restrictions on the operating
hours of water trucks.

Gov Udomsak agreed to
this, ordering that the operating
times be extended by one hour a

day.

80pc turnout expected
in Senate poll inApril

PHUKET: The Phuket Election
Committee (PEC) expects a
higher number of people to vote
in Phuket’ssenate poll onApril 19.

PEC Chairman Dr Prapa
Kayeesaid, “Inthelast senatorial
election six years ago, 78% of
Phuket’seligible popul ation voted;
voided ballots accounted for only
5% and there were no complaints
of cheating.

She said that, due to the
PEC's rigorous public relations
work, 80% of thoseeligibletovote
thistime areexpected todo soand
voided ballots are expected to
amount to just 3%. Phuket has
204,000 €ligiblevotersintotal.
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Wichai ‘Loh” Somkhaoyai (left) and Bualoi Kosit confessed after being
confronted with DNA evidence. — Photos by EPA/Narong Sangnak

Horton.

Thebody of the 21-year-old woman wasfound
floating off Lamai Beach, Koh Samui, in the morn-

ing of January 2.

Forensic work established that she had been

raped and then beaten to death.

The Central Investigation Bureau Deputy Com-
missioner, Pol Ma Gen Asavin Kwanmuang, said
that investigators zeroed in on the two Thai fisher-

ermen.

S Policecrack Samul murder case

KOH SAMUI (The Nation, Phuket Gazette): DNA
evidence and the suspicions of fellow fishermen
helped in the swift arrest of two Thai fishermenwho
raped and murdered Welsh student Katherine

men, Wichai “Loh” Somkhaoyai, 24 and Bualoi
Kosit, 23, after learning from their colleaguesthat
they had suspiciously asked to go out to seaagain
without taking a break ashore like the other fish-

“Police later went aboard that boat and took
29 crewmen for questioning. Two of them con-

fessed to the crime during interrogation,” he said.

The two fishermen confessed that they had

got drunk and had been watching a pornographic

Swissman
arrested for
pedophilia

PHANG NGA (The Nation): A
53-year-old Swissnational, Bern-
hard Rudolf Hager, has been ar-
rested and charged with pedo-
philiaandtheillegal detention of
three underage Thai boys, police
said on January 6.

The arrest came after the
US Federal Bureau of Investiga
tion provided Thai police with a
photo taken from the Internet,
showing a foreigner molesting
young Thai boys, policesaid.

In the photo, the foreigner
wore a T-shirt with the name of
adiveshopintheKhao Lak area.

Hager initially confessed to
the charges, police said.

Pol Ma Gen Kumronwit
Toopkrajang, head of the Child-
ren’s and Women’s Protection
Division, said Hager has been
charged with molesting three
boys aged under 15.

“The FBI sent the picture
to my office last month, and we
spent about amonth tracking him
down,” Gen Kumronwit said.

Police also took porno-
graphic materialsfrom Hager, in-
cluding CDs and videos, as well
as his computer and camera.

At time of going to press,
Hager was being held in custody
at the Children and Woman Pro-
tection Center of the Crime Sup-
pression Department in Bangkok.

Suwat eases Phi Phi
ban on construction

By Sangkhae Leelanapaporn

PHI PHI ISLANDS: The gov-
ernment hasfinally allowed con-
struction of tsunami relief homes
on Koh Phi Phi Don, along with
temporary structures so that lo-
cals may conduct business.

Phankam Kitithorakul, Chair-
man of the Ao Nang Tambon
Administration Organization
(OrBorTor), the local authority
responsible for the Phi Phi Is
lands, told the Gazette, “[It ig]
lucky for usthat | had the chance
to meet with Deputy Prime Min-
ister Suwat Liptapanlop before
the [tsunami] memorid serviceat
Phi Phi.

PUBLIC HEARING

“1 told him about the government
ban on any construction and the
problemsit has caused for people
here. He understood, and imme-
diately gave permission for chari-
ties to build homes for tsunami
victims, and for local people —
with the correct paperwork — to
erect temporary buildings [for
business],” K. Phankam said.
He added that, on January
27, officers from the Organiza-
tion for Specific AreasAdminis-
tration for Sustainable Tourism
Promotion (OSAASTP) will fi-
nally meet with local people on

Swedeheld for

KARON: A Swedish man as-
saulted a transsexual who refus-
ed to submit to having unpro-
tected anal sex with him.

Pol Lt Col Anek Mongkol
of the Chalong Police told the
Gazette that the case was re-
ported by the victim, 30-year-old
ladyboy Raila, from Nonthaburi.

K. Railatold police that he
went to the hotel room of the

bashing katoey

Swede, named as Erik, with the
intention of having sex.

But when K. Railainsisted
Erik use acondom the Swede be-
came enraged and slammed K.
Raila'shead into awall.

Police are now awaiting a
doctor’s report to determine
whether the severity of K. Raila's
injuries warrants a charge of
causing grievousbodily harm.

L
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Koh Phi Phi Don to sound out
public opinion on development
plansthat will shapetheisland’'s
futurein tourism.

Themestingiscrucial tothe
island’s recovery from the tsu-
nami —all construction, including
renovation work, was banned in
the middle of 2005, pending ap-
proval by Cabinet of the OSA-
ASTP's development plans.

K. Phankam said that the
OSAASTP should be prepared
for criticism of its proposal that
Phi Phi be developed to target
high-end touristsonly.

“We don’t want to see Phi
Phi being designated a special
area[for high-end tourists only],
but if they want to changeusto a
Special Administration, just like
Bangkok or Pattaya, then we'd
be happy to bethat,” K. Phankam
said

"He argued, however, that

51/20 Moo 3, Tepan
Tal

wee. orant-antic

Ao Nang OrBorTor is perfectly
capable of regulating the islands
competently. “In fact, the Or-
BorTor has managed the islands
for along time. [ The government
should] just give the OrBorTor
the authority to manage [Phi Phi],
and not persecute us by not ap-
proving budgets.

“Phi Phi could generatealot
of incomefor Thailand from tour-
ism, and there’s no need to cater
to high-end touristsonly, because
| worry that high-end tourism will
benefit just one group of people.”

It has been rumored that the
OSAASTP will propose that is-
landersmoveto homesinthehills
for their own safety should an-
other tsunami strike theisland.

K. Phankam stoutly op-
posesthisidea. “All weneedisa
good warning system, then ev-
eryonewould survive[inthe case
of another tsunami],” he said.

movie before swimming ashore to find a victim,
Deputy Police Commissioner, Region 8, Pol Mg
Gen Santhan Chayanon, said January 9, after the

two were arrested.

“They said they intended to
find a woman to have sex with
after watching the adult movie,”
Gen Santhan said.

A police officer who asked
not to be named told the Gazette
that the two were on board afish-
ing boat. “The captain was not
on board, so they got drunk and
watched a porno DVD, which
got them sexually excited.

“They decided tofind some-
body to satisfy their lust and
swam ashore where they saw
Ms Horton strolling along the
beach talking on her phone.

“Wichai tried to grab her, but
she scratched hisface, so he beat
her unconscious with a beach
umbrella, then raped her. After
both finished raping her, they used
the same umbrellato beat her to
death. Then they dragged her
back to the beach and threw her
in the water.”

The two returned to their
fishing boat and then went out on
afishing trip on another boat the
next day, Gen Santhan explained.

DNA inblood samplesfrom
the duo matched that found in
semen recovered from Ms Hor-
ton's body, said Deputy Police
Commissioner Pol Gen Preow-
pan Damapong.

ang, Phuket 83000
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Are nudistsitching to

Invade Thalland?

o discuss the request to

establish anudist retreat

in Phuket, Governor

Udomsak called ameet-
ing of about 20 senior provincial
officials and one member of the
press, Radio Thailand’s Chaiwut
Poungsuwan.

Most of those present had
received a notice from the TAT,
accompanied by copies of alet-
ter, dated May 20, from Karsten
Bech-Andersen, Marketing Di-
rector of Goldman & Partners,
operator of the Costa Natura
“naturist” resort on the Spanish
Mediterranean coast.

According to Radio Thai-
land’s K. Chaiwut, Mr Bech-
Andersen’s letter asked that the
TAT help find an “appropriate”
Thai investor willing to become
Goldman'’s joint-venture partner
locally, sothat thelatter could * ex-
pand its network of Family
Naturist Resortsinto Thailand”.

POTENTIAL

Mr Bech-Andersen noted that his
letter had been prompted by a
meeting between James Bailey,
owner of the Texas travel agent
Castaways Travel, which special-
izesin*“clothing optional” tourism,
and the TAT Governor during an
international travel industry get-
together.

Mr Bailey told Mr Bech-
Andersen that the TAT had been
studying the possibility of desig-
nating some beaches as nudist,
and that those on the Andaman
Sea held the greatest potential.

Castaways Travel’swebsite
states: “The reason Thailand is
includedin our websiteisthat we
believe socia nudity and nudist
beaches, if not resorts, will hap-
pen in the future. Nudity is not
yet acceptedin Thailand, although
topless sunbathing is quite com-
mon... Finding adeserted stretch
of beach to bask in the sun nude
is possible, but you will have to
hunt for the spots, since nudity is

CLASSIC & CO
FURNITURE
o

Last September, Phuket Governor Udomsak Uswarangkura called a meeting
of concerned parties to discuss an unusual request from the Tourism Authority
of Thailand (TAT). What was the opinion locally, the TAT Governor’s Office
wanted to know, regarding the establishment of a nudist resort somewhere on
the island? Tang Rob reports.

not accepted in any public area
whatsoever. Nudity isconsidered
rude and thoughtless. Curiously,
however, topless sunbathing is
seen everywhere in most of the
Tha beach destinations and va-
cation resorts, so it would seem
the country is catching up... We
believeThallandis

food catering to thistype of tour-
ist”. Legal assurances would
haveto beforthcoming, both from
acreditable lawyer and from of -
ficials in the area selected, that
authorities would not harass
people for going naked in their
homes or swimming naked inthe

propriate services were not of-
fered. Goldman & Partners
would handle sales and market-
ing.

Noting that more than 200
nudist resorts operate in Europe,
with many more in other coun-
tries, Bech-Andersen, a Dane,

said he expected

at about the same
developmental

that construction
of thefirstresortin

stage regarding
nudity as Mex-
ico...”

One para-
graph repeats the
information Bailey
gave to Bech-
Andersen: “It has
been reported that
the Thai Depart-
ment of Tourism
[sic] has even
studied possible
beach areas for

L lﬂhﬂiland
e

Foieal Chvenion

Thailandwouldsig-
nal agreenlight to
others.

“He wrote
that he was sure
Thailand would be-
comean important
destination for this
group of tourists,”
said K. Chaiwut.
“He said an up-
coming meeting of
the 850-member
International Nat-

nudist develop-
ment, supposedly
up near the Thai/
Burmaborder fac-
ing the Andaman
sea to the west

“Curioudly, however, topless
sunbathing is seen everywherein
most of the Thai beach destinations

urist Federation to
be hosted by Costa
Natura would not
beabadtimetolet
regional naturist
federations know

near Ranong.” . C that Thailand had

 Apparenty and valcq:atlon resorts, so E would openedip.”
inking the time seem cat ! e reaction

ripe, Bech-And- t ecountry IS C Ing Up to Bech-Ander-

ersen contacted
TAT Governor
Juthamas Siriwan,

The website of Castaways Travel, which
specializes in ‘clothing optional’ tourism

sen’s proposal by
thesenior civil ser-
vantsand big busi-

and she, evidently
laboring under some misappre-
hension, asked Gov Udomsak and
othersto look into the matter.
Bech-Andersen made the
following points: his company
wants to build a 25-bungalow
“Naturist Country Club” with
pool, bar and restaurant “ serving

Zee Zea Interior. 283/27-31 Moo 1, Srisoon Thorn Rd, Cherng Talay
&, Thalang Phuket Thailand. 83110 Ph +88 078 326045

pool”. Theproject sitewould aso
have to be hidden from public
view.

Headded that the Thai part-
ner would beresponsiblefor land
purchase, construction and man-
agement of the finished project,
aswell asfor ensuring that inap-

nessmen gathered
in the Governor’s office that day
was of barely concealed disdain,
however.

“Perhaps at Pattaya in
Chon Buri, or Koh Samui in Surat
Thani, there aretouristswho take
off their tops. It's normal,” said
the Governor. “But never has

Information Office

—— =
C"LSL‘! DEL SOL 2123 Moo 4, Viset Road, T. Rawai
A, Muang Phukel 83130
l'el & Fax: 076-285022

Mr. Fenek

Managing Director

Mabile: 05-1240545%
Email: mikasinet@hotmail.com

anyone built accommodations or
provided facilitiesfor these tour-
istscalled“ naturists’ or “nudists’.
I’d like the people proposing this
project to get me some informa-
tion on what it's like in other
countries where they’'ve done
this”

But moreinformation might
not affect hisjudgment, for inthe
very next breath the Governor
added, “The policy of Thailand
and of Phuket is to support the
kind of tourism that promotes
nature and morality, not the kind
that damages our surroundings.
Thiskind of thinking comesfrom
oneof those‘free’ countries, with
neither morality nor religion...”

Echoing the Governor’'s
sentiment was a representative
from Phuket’s Culture Ministry
office, who pointed out that Thai-
land is predominantly Buddhist
and that Phuket aso has a siz-
ableMuslim population.

PRINCIPLES

“[Nudism] could lead tofighting,”
he said.

“I don’t think there should
be any such resorts or colonies
in Phuket or Thailand.”

“Thai culture promoteseth-
ics and moral principles: if such
businesses are allowed, young
people might misunderstand and
think that in Thailand they are
freeto do such things,” he added.

He cited weekend newspa-
per editions, several of whichfea-
ture scantily clad women on their
front pages, as “contributing to
the sex problem”.

Local TAT office Deputy
Director Siripakorn Chiaosamutr
said his office was not bound to
promote nude tourism, and Phu-
ket Tourist BusinessAssociation
representative Sarayuth Mullum
averred that this kind of tourist
“is absolutely inappropriate for
Thailand”.

Tourism, Sportsand Recre-
ation Center Director Phromchot
Traiwet argued that nudity would
have an ill effect on the nation’s
youth, and said he was worried
that businesses near any pro-
posed resort would also imple-
ment a“ clothing optiona” policy.

K. Phromchot summed up
the general feeling when he said
nudismisopposedto religion and
morality.

If allowed a foothold, it
might spread to the general popu-
lation, hesaid.

“What that company is de-
manding amountsto aviolation of
human rights,” he asserted later
to K. Chaiwut.

“We should be promoting
sea, sun and sand — with no
fourth ‘s'!”
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\Kil‘hms of Chalong Bay tour company River Rovers
ﬂ"rﬁ‘sThe potential for nude tourism_in Phuket bears looking
.at-He says his flat-bottomed boat Pitta can go to remote places
where-tourists who elect to go naked can do so without being

- seenby those who might be offended.

ad those meeting with

Gov Udomsak that day

bothered to investigate,
they would have discovered that
the naturist movement is more
puritanical than hedonistic. It
originated in Germany during the
last Kaiser’sreign, and its center
was Berlin, where “nackt-kul-
tur” (“naked culture”) groups
flourished.

“They consisted largely of
middle-class persons of rather
strong nationalistic tendencies,”
observed Maurice Parmeleg, au-
thor of The New Gymnosophy
(1927) and Nudism in Modern
Life (1952).

The movement’s aims,
which have scarcely changed
over the last century, were are-
turnto Greek standards of bealty,
“air-bathing” for health, and ac-
ceptance of the human body in
its natural condition “to weaken
sex segregation and strengthen
human solidarity”, in Parmelee’s
words.

“Woe betide the man who
has not exercised his will power
enough to keep his mind above
his waist-line and who has not
grown in judgment and sanity so

that he can concentrate on the
beauty, form, healthiness and
cleanliness, rather than upon his
glandular sex enthusiasms,”
wrote Kenneth Connor on the
subject during the 1930s.

Lewd behavior has always
been regarded by nudists as un-
dignified. The Costa Natura
website carries no suggestive
photos, nor indeed nudity of any
sort, only mentioning that itis“a
naturist holiday village” and that
guests are “free from the con-
straintsof clothing”.

A photo caption for the fa-
cilitiesnotes: “All principal paths
are designed for wheelchairs’ —
hardly the stuff of base desire —
and certainly not comparable to
ads for most Patong entertain-
ment spots, which are decidedly
suggestive.

In discussing the nudist re-
sort issue, it is notable that the
provincia office consulted mainly
itsown people.

But how do tour operators
feel? Would opening the Anda-
man coast to nudist resorts be
good for business?

Holger Schwab, Managing
Director of SeaBeesDiving, one
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of Phuket’s oldest dive compa-
nies, said he thought having a
nudist resort might be good for
tourismingenerd, but hedidfore-
see problemsin details of opera-
tion.

“Thistype of tourism needs
support from thelocal community
and Buddhismisnot theright sur-
rounding for it,” hesaid.

As for nudist diving, Mr
Schwab seesno potential: “If you
stay [down] longer than 20 to 30
minutes without wetsuit protec-
tionyou get cold,” hesaid. Sothe
possibility of organizing, say, un-
derwater nudist weddingsis prob-
ably nil.

River Rovers Gordon Wil-
liams, whilelikewisewary of the
cultural difficulties, is distinctly
more upbeat: “As long as it
doesn’t offend anyone, it'sokay,”
he observed. “There are many,
many secluded beaches no one
can get to unless by boat; and
behind the beachesaremountains
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— SO nNo one is going to come
walking over the mountains to
i

Mr Williams' confidence
doubtless derives from the fact
that his Chalong Bay tour com-
pany specializesin visits to oth-
erwiseinaccessible placesin up-
stream mangroves and offshore
viaashallow-draft, flat-bottomed
boat called the Pitta.

“You can go to places in
Krabi, Phang Nga—even Phuket,
on the outer islands. No one

wltinle

connection

would even know they were
there. 1 can find beautiful
beaches, little beacheswithno one
around; aslong as people can get
covered upin public, it'sokay. No
one will see them.”

Mr Williams, whoisin con-
tact with Castaways Travel's
James Bailey, doesn’t feel the
stepto afull naturist environment
would belarge. “We' ve had tour-
ists on the boat, many people ac-
tually, who get on — and off go
their clothes, with only aG-string
left!”

Staff reaction to naked tour-
ists, he observed, has been pro-
fessional.

When aRussian couple not
only decided to go nude but also
to make the beast with two
backs on deck, he said the staff
“just laughed” . Williams said he
didn’'t think extra security mea-
sures would be necessary.

He might be right. Provin-
cial authorities apparently think
theissueturnson Buddhism. But
Buddhist teachings do not have
the force of law, even in Thai-
land, as an old monk at Wat L ati
Wanaram in Chalong was quick
to point out.

“The private parts must be
covered except when bathing,”
said the 74-year-old former
teacher. “That is central to Bud-
dhist teachings. Even among mar-
ried couples, some people don't
disrobe before each other; in the
old days, no onedid.

“But Buddhism doesn’t
force anyoneto do anything. It's
up to you. Buddhism forbids eat-
ing of fleshandkilling animals, but
peoplestill doit.”

The success of European
resorts such as CostaNaturasug-
geststhat theworld’s nudist mar-
ket is not inconsiderable; and as
Phuket’s businessistourism, the
province may want to reconsider
itsposition.

[ (3]
v Muaie

On Saturdays at

“Wine Tasting
On Thuredage at




6 PHUKET GAZETTE

NEWS January 14 - 20, 2006

Qu eer

NEWES

Getting to the

bottom of the
problem

PRACHUAB KHIRI KHAN:
From this peninsular province
comesacautionary tale about the
perils of leaving bottles standing
onthefloor.

Nuy (not hisreal name) had
just finished hisablutionswhen he
dlipped on the wet floor of his
bathroom and plonked down
firmly on hisbackside.

This is the kind of embar-
rassment many of us suffer from
timetotime, butin K. Nuy'scase
there was an added indignity.

At precisely the spot where
he landed was a bottle of (ironi-
caly) stomach medicine. It did
not break, but dlid in its entirety

into the poor fellow's back pas-
sage.

Unableto extract the bottle,
and in considerable pain (the
bottle measured 23 centimeters
long by 7.5cm in diameter) he
wastaken by relativestothemain
Prachuap Khiri Khan Hospital.

An X-ray confirmed that he
did indeed have a large bottle-
shaped object lodged in hislarge
intestine, close to the main exit.

It required asurgical proce-
dure under full anesthetic to ex-
tract the foreign object, but K.
Nuy is now well on the way to
recovery.

Source: Thai Rath

STATISTICS AT PHUKET INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT:

INTERNATIONAL PASSENGERS DROP 37.49%

Type November 2004 Nov '05 % change
Domestic passengers 271,544 226,945 -16.24
International passengers 191,721 119,840 -37.49
Domestic cargo (tons) 1,329 1,376 3.54
International cargo (tons) 1,966 765 -61.09

Source: Phuket International Airport

v A N e R

Martin Holmes, General Manager of Lee Marine, and Oraphan Tungsomboon made it clear to
London what their feelings are about Phuket, and sent us this picture to prove it, taken in front of
Buckingham Palace. And yes, they said, Queen Elizabeth Il was in residence at the time.

Pridein
Phuket
campaign

Tharana Panitchayanukrch
(right) collects her prize of a
voucher for a facial treatment
with Majestic Cosmetics at
the Jungceylon Clinic from
Gazette Assistant Manager
Chalantorn ‘Jan’ Janssen, for
displaying a “‘We Love Phuket’
sticker on her car.

WARNING: SELLING ALCOHOL TO PERSONS UNDER 18 YEARS OLD IS ILLEGAL

When the tafte if perfect.

’ it can pe the [Tart of a_friendfkip.
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Plunge in Aids deathsin 2005

reater access to anti-

retroviral drugs

slashed Thailand’'s

Aidsdeathtoll in 2005
by two thirds, Disease Control
Department (DCD) Director-
General Dr Thawat Sunthara-
charn has reported.

Dr Thawat said thedropin
both Aids sickness and deaths
was attributed to government pro-
vision of anti-retroviral treat-
ments, which was elevated to
blanket coverage of the popula-
tion and now covers 80,000 HIV -
positive patients nationwide.

Attheend of 2005, thenum-
ber of deaths associated with
HIV/Aids in the year was 1,640
compared with 5,020 reportedin
2004, according tothe official fig-
ures published on the DCD’s
website.

Thenumber of HIV-positive
peopledevel oping full-blown Aids
was also down —8,681 compared
with 13,364 reported in 2004.

About 18,000 new HIV
caseswerereported over the past
year. The Public Health Ministry
aims to cut the number of new
infections by 10% this year by
providing 24 million condomsto
high-risk groups and by expand-
ing its program to prevent mother-
to-child transmission, Public
Health Minister Pinij Charu-
sombat said.

Skid lids lifted: Grappling with
a wave of crash helmet thefts,
police in Khon Kaen's Muang
District will start loaning helmets
to motorcyclistsinstead of fining
peoplefor riding without one.

A motorcyclist arrested for
the first time for not wearing a
helmet will beloaned onebut will
have to return it to the police
withinafew days, said Pol Lt Col
Kanit Duangdee.

He called on helmet thieves
to stop, even though it was apetty
crime.

Helmet snatchers are not
career criminals, but mostly way-
ward teenagers who are easily
tempted by attractive designson
helmets, or motorcyclistswithout
helmets who fear being fined by
traffic police, he explained.

Not finding Nemo: A recent ef-
fort by the Fisheries Department
to re-stock Thailand’'s waters
with 1,800 clown fish ended in
failure, with just eight of thefish
still alive after 24 hours.

Most of the clown fish,
which were popularized by the
animated film Finding Nemo,
were eaten by other fish or fouled
in sea anemone’s tentacles, of-
ficersat thedepartment’smarine-
life breeding center in Krabi said.

Thorn Thamrongnawasa-
wadi, an adviser to the project,
said, “Once being released into
the sea, they don’t know what to
do, where to go, which of the
other marine critters are their
friends and which are the en-
emy.”

L ast month was the second
time the department released
clownfishintotheseainabidto

Driven mad in Bangkok: Chalongchai Paichu drives a tractor dragging a Ford pickup truck — with a

fifth gear that doesn’t work —

Motor Co, which denies any responsibility for the vehicle.

increase the species’ numbers.
Of 4,000 released in 2004, just
two survived. While the fish did
once occur naturaly in Thal wa-
ters, there are now none left be-
cause they’ve all been snagged
for theaguarium trade, being sold
for aslittle as five baht each.

Finn beaten: A Finnish man
filed acomplaint with police say-
ing he was badly beaten by a
group of at least five Thai club-
goersin HuaHin, Prachuap Khiri
Khan Province.

Dressed in blood-soaked
clothes, Jyrki BorisHeiro Nonen
told Tourist Policethat heand his
Thai girlfriend were attacked by
the group in a karaoke bar at
about 6 am.

Amornrat Bunthidsaksakul,
owner of the karaoke venue, told
police she had closed by thetime
the man said he was beaten. Pol

Lt Col Rangsiman Vijittham-
rongsak, chief of Hua Hin Tour-
ist Police Station, ordered the
karaoke bar temporarily shut
down, believing it had stayed open
lateillegaly.

Wicked world: Three babies
were found abandoned in Thai-
land within three days.The first
was a five-day-old boy found in
a garbage container next to a
hotel in Lampang Province. The
boy had almost suffocated in the
garbage bag in which he was
found and required breathing ap-
paratusafter sufferingfromalung
infection.

The second was a 15-day-
old girl found under atreenext to
thewall of ahousein Bangkok's
Bang Na District. Wearing only
apink diaper and shorts, the new-
born was covered in mosguito
bites.

Health is above Wealth

rong flavor,
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in a protest against the Consumer Protection Board and the Ford

Thethird wasafour-month-
old boy found by a roadside in
Rayong Province. He was fine,
except for some bruises and in-
sect bites.

The boy had agood temper
and smiled constantly, prompting
Kamnan Jun of Tambon Nikom
Pattana to adopt him.

Haves and have-nots: Poverty-
eradication policieswill not suc-

IlLa"“tI‘*~I_-"~L V |LI_"‘LG E

NN A= S D PN

ceed if the government fails to
collaborate with the people, said
Gothom Arya, Chairman of the
National Economic and Social
Advisory Council.

Land reforms and tax mea-
sures are key to reducing the in-
come gap between the wealthi-
est and the poorest, and giving
charity-like aid is missing the
point, he added.

“Prime Minister Thaksin
Shinawatra shouldn’t use his
promise to eradicate poverty in
Thailand within three years as
propaganda any more.

“The statistics | have stud-
ied during the past 20 years re-
veal that theincome gap between
the wealthiest 20% of the popu-
lation and that of the poorest 20%
isaratio of 13:1. Therecord has
been constant and is the highest
in Asean,” K. Gothom said.

He said the government
was not serious about the all-im-
portant issue of land reform, say-
ing it had allocated publicland to
help a few of the poor, but had
failed to curb mgjor landlordswho
have encroached on public land.

Wild life: The Chiang Mai Night
Safari welcomed nearly one mil-
lionvisitorsinthefirst 47 daysof
itspromotional free-entry period,
Zoo Director Pisal Wasuwanich
said.

Taking up the offer, which
ends at the end of January, some
988,000 peoplevisited the attrac-
tion between November 16 and
January 1.

Theone-millionthvisitor and
his family were given life-long
freeentry passes, said zoo public
relations official Onjira Sas-
anasuk.

Around the Nation news round-
up is sourced from the pages of
The Nation and Kom Chad L uek
newspapers.

Tel: 076 324 453

www._lagunaphuket.com
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ANDAMAN
COASTING

By Franky Gun

he much-fanfared wid-
ening of the southern
part of Highway 4, also
known as Petchkasem
Rd, in Khao Lak center has
claimed its first victims. The
tragic and sadly predictable ac-
cident took place in the early
morning hours of December 18.

Thedriver of apickuptruck,
speeding at an estimated 120 to
150kmh, lost control of hisvehicle
and smashed into thefront shovel
of ahuge earth-moving machine
parked on the hard shoulder of
the highway. Themachinehad no
visible warning signs or parking
lightsswitched on.

Thepickup truck, driven by
a Tha Bang Niang Beach resi-
dent, disintegrated on impact.
Some 50 meters further on, the
passenger cabin finally hit the
road and shattered into pieces.
The driver and a passenger died
instantly. Another passenger was
rushed to the Intensive Care Unit
of Thai Muang Hospital in criti-
cal condition.

Just a few days before, a
small girl wasrunover by atruck
and badly injured whiletrying to
crossthe new four-lane highway.

Whilesomelocalsand visi-
tors praise the road widening as
an improvement for Khao Lak,
as now everything appearsto be
clean and organized, many resi-
dentsfindit hard to cometoterms
with what they see as a Formula
1 race track in the very heart of
atourist destination. Andthisisa
destination that formerly mar-
keted itself asagood example of
what an environmentally sengitive
community shouldlook like.

The aftermath of the horrendous accident, in which two people lost their lives.

Thewidened highway
claamsitsfirst victims

No mercy: Taking about eco-
tourism —or thelack of it —there
isanother shock in storefor Khao
Lak lovers. The road-widening
scheme will now continue along
the previoudly picturesque part of
Highway 4 that runs through the
Khao Lak Lamru National Park.
“National park or not — here we
come!” seems to be the sogan
of the enthusiastic road extension
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team that happily continues to
hack down trees all along the
highway to make room for dare-
devilspushing the speed envelope
with their unroadworthy trucks,
motorbikes and buses.

Instead of enjoying adense
green tropical forest, drivers on
this stretch of road can now en-
joy the pleasures of dirt al over
the place and the dubiousthrill of
having to master mud-greased
curvesin heavy rain.

Is there any good news? Yes,
thereis! Khao Lak now has four
7/11 shops. During the past
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months, they’ ve been popping up
likemushroomsall over the place.
Oneislocated opposite Stempfer
Café, one at its old pre-tsunami
location on the Bang Niang
Beach-Petchkasem intersection,
one near the northern bus station
and fresh market, and one at the
PTT gas station at Khao Lak’s
northern end. Beforethetsunami,
there was only one 7/11 in this
area. Many see the influx of the
red-and-green-striped shopsasa
good sign, showing that big fran-
chise companies are willing to
invest in this area, yet some
mourn the good old times, when
Khao Lak had just one small
minimart. But in the end tourism
dollars only come at a price that
we all have to pay.

Media Barbie meets Party
Ken: December 26 was a rather

controversial day for many who
were directly or indirectly af-
fected by thetsunami. The prepa-
rationsfor the proudly announced
Khao Lak Tsunami Memorial
event began in early November,
starting with the laying of pave-
ments all along the Bang Niang
main and beach road.

It was evident that some-
thing major was about to happen,
but nobody was prepared for
what was to come next.

Extensive areas of Bang
Niang Beach were cleared and
later covered by gray gravel to
become the parking, showcase,
and event areas for the memo-
rial.

Huge trucks carrying soil
operated around the clock, cov-
ering the whole beach in acloud
of dust for weeks.

Electricians installed tem-
porary street lighting — a rare
sight in this part of the world.

Inthe past year, some Bang
Niang residents have had to vir-
tually beg at the el ectricity office
in Takuapa for their much-
needed power meters to be in-
stalled, so they could begin their
reconstruction efforts.

LIMELIGHT

But it was crystal clear that on
Boxing Day truckloads of VIPs
would hit the area, so that every
one of them could have his
Kodak moment inthelimelight to
be seen on TV worldwide.

| — along with many other
tsunami survivors and victims —
was sickened by the thought that
December 26 should become a
major media event instead of a
quiet and peaceful ceremony
without the hustle and bustle of
VIP ‘Media Barbie' and ‘Party
Ken' appearances.

Fortunately, therealsowere
many Thai citizens who made
statements to the media, saying
they did not approve of the VIP
frenzy and that the money spent
on staging this spectacle should
have better been used for ongo-
ing tsunami relief efforts.

| totally agreewiththis, and
will keep short what | want to
say: the only meaningful part of
that day was the release of some
5,000 hot-air lanterns into the
night sky at around 8:30 pm on
Bang Niang Beach — one for
each beloved soul lostin Thailand
on that terrible day.

It was abeautiful sight that
helped many surviving family
memberstolet go, at least for that
onenight.
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A room with no view

By Stephen Fein

here once was a time

when a swimmer in

Patong could make his

way out into the crys-
tal-clear waters of the bay, lean
back and just float — relaxing in
calm and gentletranquillity.

Trying to do such a thing
nowadays would be tantamount
to asuicide bid. Even if you are
not ripped in two by the propel ler
of a parasail boat, the constant
whine of jet skis— and the very
real possibility of being hit by one
—makesaswimin Patong Bay a
source of stress, not relaxation.
But there is one place in

Patong where you can float to
your heart’s content, enjoying
benefitsthat include stressreduc-
tion, relief from fatigue and
chronic pain.

BUOYANCY

That placeis Floathaven, located
on the southern end of Rat-U-
Thit 200 Pi Rd.

Floathaven has the only
“float chamber” of its kind in
Thailand. Bought in England and
imported for acost of 1.5 million
baht, the float chamber went into
operation in Patong at the begin-
ning of December 2004, just a
few weeks before the tsunami.

Director Dr Jmmy Stewart,
from Scotland, told the Gazette
that hischamber differsfromtra-
ditiona “float tanks’ because it
islarger, thereforeeliminating the
feeling of claustrophobiathat puts
many people off theideaof float-

ing.

Buoyancy isn't a problem.
The 12"-15" deep water in the
chamber contains so much ep-
som salt — about two-thirds of a

il Wi

with Gounmet

and

ton —that it is as buoyant as the
Dead Sea. With such a high salt
content, the water is naturally
about 98% sterile. Even so, the
solution is circulated by a pump
through afilter system every 15
minutes, making it 100% hygienic,
Dr Stewart said.

Onebig believer in the ben-
efits of floating is Worida “Da’
Nakha, a masseuse and hair-
dresser at Floathaven —and also
atsunami survivor. The 44-year-
old was working in an under-
ground area near the pool of the
Cabana Hotel on Phi Phi Island
when the waves hit.

She was trapped in the
darkness for about three hours,
having to twist her head upwards
to gasp for breath from an air
pocket between the water’s sur-
face and the ceiling — until some
people managed to rescue her by
prying open an extractor fan vent
and pulling her to safety.

K. Da spent the rest of the
night up inthehillswith other sur-
vivors. Only oneother girl of the
sxworkingintheroomat thetime
isknown to have survived.

“I thought | wasgoingtodie
for sure. | think God helped me,”
she said.

The float room has helped
her, too, Da says. It cured her
post-traumatic stress disorder,
and also put an end to other
chronic pain she had been suf-
fering, increasing her flexibility.

Dr Stewart said that the
float roomisreally asensory dep-
rivation chamber that allows one
to divorce oneself from the rest
of the world: going internal and
ignoring the external. This is a
key to helping peopleto learn to
meditate, he said.

“Meditationis putting your-
self inastate of nothingness. The

1

Da and Jimmy in front of the 1.5-million-baht float chamber.

tank does that for you because
it's totally silent, there are no
lights, and thewater ismaintained
at body temperature. During a
float, for the first time, the cen-
tral nervous system finds it
doesn’'t need to work [so hard],”
hesaid. “It takes some people 10
to 20 yearsto learn how to medi-
tate. With the float room, | can
have you meditating after three
one-hour sessions.”

“Once you get over your
fears, it'sthe ultimaterel axation.
For pain relief, it's amost like
being on opiates, because your
body rel eases copious amounts of
endorphins, which arethe body’s
natural painkillers,” hesaid.

After hearing al this, and
browsing through abook of testi-
monials that included a column
entitled: | Found God in a Wa-
ter Closet, | was morethan ready

to experience my first float.
After aquick shower, | en-
tered the chamber and Sowly laid
back on my warm, briny support.
For the first 10 minutes there is
soft Asian-ambient music piped
in, whichyou can still hear through
the earplugs they give you to
wear. The only other sensory
stimulusisdull light that seepsin
from around the doorway.
Thereisalight switchinthe
chamber you can turn on or off
at will. Because of that, and the
fact that |1 could open the door
any time | wanted, | didn’t feel
any claustrophobia whatsoever.
For thefirst part of thefloat
| wasjust trying to enjoy the ex-
perience. With thewater still and
at body temperatureitisdifficult
to sense where the water line is
on your body. Were my hands
above the surface or below?

| slowly clenched and un-
clenched them to feel the move-
ment of the water. After | real-
ized that it didn’t realy matter
where my hands were, | just re-
laxed and let my mind wander.
What really constitutes sensation:
is pleasure just the absence of
pain, or isit something more? A
float chamber is the perfect dis-
traction-free environment in
which to ponder such questions.

After awhile, the imagina-
tion begins to take over. First |
thought of myself asmy own lo-
botomized clone, hanging in sus-
pended animation like a scene
from the movie Coma. Then |
imagined | was one of the mas-
sivestoneblocksused to build the
Egyptian pyramids, being slowly
floated down the Nile on abarge.

Aspart of my musing | con-
sidered all the touts, insane driv-
ing and other Patong chaos from
which | was now gratefully re-
moved.

After an hour that seemed
like about 20 minutes, the music
came back on. That was the sig-
nal to get out, take a nice long
shower toremoveall thesalt, and
prepare for re-entry into the
world of sensory stimulation.

At 1,000 baht an hour, |
don’'t know if | could afford to
become a regular floater. | may
have to continue taking my
chances at Karon Beach. But if
money were no object, | would
get a float chamber installed in
my home tomorrow.

Floathaven is at 265 Rat-U-Thit
200 Pi Rd in Patong, near the
intersection with Tri Trang Rd.
To make an appointment call
Tel: 076-293-079. For more in-
formation visit the website;
www.floathaven.com

Mom Tri’s Villa Royale The Gourmet Hotel
The Boathouse & Villa Royale

Mom Tri's Villa Royale The Gourmet Hotel is composed of two of the most exquisite sites on the south west coast
of Phuket Island in Thailand. Faciliies include (Gourmet restaurants, award-winning VWine cellars,
Mom Tri's Spa Royale, Mom Tri's Gallery, shops, wedding, banquet, and meeting facilities.

attentive sary
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fusions of European and

varings. Tel: 076-333-568
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he school playgroundin

Phuket City is awash

with colors; children are

spinning plates, juggling
beanbags, performing with long
ribbons of vivid hues. And not
one of them has ever done any
of this before.

A beaming Phanthip Deja-
rern, 10, says, “I will put on a
show for my family when | go
back home today; I'm very ex-
cited that these people came all
the way to Thailand to teach us
things and to show us how to re-
lax.”

Thekidsasoplay parachute
football. For thoseunfamiliar with
the concept, thisismore straight-
forward than one might think.

Take one real parachute —
the brighter the better — and
gather 100 or so children to hold
the edge of the ’chute. Roughly
divide the children along the di-
ameter of the ’chute into two
teams, and throw a football into
the center.

Teamwork — and a little
practice — will have the teams
scoring goals by forcing the ball
to roll past the opposing sides

players.
SLAPSTICK

Itisvery noisy. Itisvery lively. It
looks like alot of fun. The hun-
dred-or so pupils taking part are
being watched by hundreds more
craning their necks out of the
school’swindows.

The show that follows is
pure slapstick with juggling and
routinesthat look simple, but are
not. The schoolchildren—withan
hour’s or so practice—are an in-
tegral part of the performance.

Plate spinning, although
relatively easy to explain as
merely ademonstration of gyro-
scopicinertia, isatest of thenerve
and skills of the 10 children who
must passarevolving platter from
onestick to another downtheline.
Hats off to them; they doit.

Hats on, however, for one
of juggling routinesfrom Haggis.
Aided and abetted — or perhaps

Make

laugh

hindered — by Jake, his sidekick,
and performing to the strains of
Frank Sinatra’'s | Get a Kick Out
Of You, Haggis has the children
aternately silently transfixed and
roaring with delight.

It'svisual, physical humor.

Jo, in thick glasses, does a
turn with astrangely mobile suit-
case that sprouts legs and wan-

Schoolboy Aom takes to juggling
like an expert.

ders off when her back isturned.
Theaudienceis spellbound.

Thisisjust one of dozens of
shows put on recently by Child-
ren’sWorld International (CWI),
an offshoot of Children’s World
(CW), which is headed by Ara-
bellaChurchill.

CW focuses on the area
around Arabella shomein Glas-
tonbury, concentrating onintegra-
tion andinclusonwork, to enable
normal children to interact fully
and happily with those who have
special needs, while, of course,
having fun at the same time.

This, itisbelieved, will help
the normal children to grow up
withlessfear of —and less preju-
dice against — what is generally
termed “ disability”.

CWI is different. It exists
to make children — and in turn,
their parents— smile again.

Arabellaexplains, “CWI dll
started when we saw the awful
images from Kosovo [in 1999],
of peoplefleeing over the moun-
tainsto Albania. We decided that
once the conflict was over, then
Children’s World would go over
there. But because our geo-
graphical remit restricts us to

It's a sweeping generalization perhaps, but it's fair to say that
few expatriates currently in Phuket suffered from exposure to
war or natural disasters during their childhoods.

But that did not stop some from caring about children in
other, less fortunate countries. One of these is Arabella
Churchill, who founded Children’s World, based in
Glastonbury, England, in 1981. Its remit — to provide fun,
educational, creative and social benefits for local children,
particularly those with special needs or who are socially
disadvantaged - is as straightforward now as it was then.
Some 18 years later, Arabella, who is the granddaughter of
Sir Winston Churchill, Britain's Prime Minister during World
War Il, created Children’s World International (CWI), and set
about taking creative and educational performances to
children in Kosovo, who had suffered during the civil war in
the former Yugoslavia.

Arabella is now in Thailand with CWI and her mission - to
bring smiles to children’s faces — is as simple as ever. She
spoke to the Gazette’s Andy Johnstone.

southwest England, weformed a
sister organization, CWI.”

TheKosovo-Albaniatour in
October 1999 saw some 5,000
children taking part in activities
as diverse as circus skills, face-
painting and badge-making work-
shops.

She points out that CWI is
not what is termed a “first re-
sponse” organization. “We don't
gointobringimmediate, life-sav-
ingaidto people. We' d smply get
in the way of the relief teams.

“Although fun and cregtive
play may sound frivolous,” she
says, “we believe that they are
powerful toolsin recreating con-
fidence and inspiring hopefor the
future, and we hopethat our work
providesbenefitstothe children.”

Thenext sortiefor CWI was
to Northern Ireland in 2004,
working with children with spe-
cial and socia needs from both
the Catholic and Protestant com-
munities that had been split by
years of sectarian violence.

“We don’t have a lot of
money, so CWI can only do
thingswhen Children’sWorld has
had a successful year,” Arabella
explains.

SANDWICHES - MADE YOUR WAY

yresso » Latte « Fresh Fruit Smoothies
crumptious Cakes » Cookies » Pastries

Open 8:00 to 6:00 every day
_Patong (behind Krung Thai Bank)

(&

When the tsunami came,
she says, “We thought, ‘Well,
we'vegottogo.” Simpleasthat.”

“It'svery difficult to set up
atour overseas when you don’t
know where precisely to go, who
you need to talk with to arrange
things, or even the cost of living.
It makes it hard to budget,” she
says.

She was eventually put in
contact with Mohan Samara-
sinhe, a Sri Lankan who livesin
London, who suggested that
CW!I’s queries could best be an-
swered by visiting hiscountry.

“So Devilstick Peat —
CWI’smain performer/workshop
leader — and | went out to Sri
Lankafor amini-tour and recon-
naissance and contact-making
tour in March 2005.

MORALE

“It wasacompletely disorganized
tour,” she laughs. “We'd roll up
to a camp in a tuk-tuk and say,
‘Hello, can we do a show now?
Sometimes it was Qur’an read-
ing timeor children’shomework
time, but we did shows at around
half the places we went to.”

Arabelladescribesthe con-
ditionsin many of the campsthey
visited, barely three months after
the tsunami, as “pretty crappy,
with peopleinlimbo”.

“They weren’t too bothered
about it then,” continues Arabella,
“because they were expecting to
be helped fairly soon. But when
we were there in late December,
very few of them had been per-
manently housed. Morale is, in
some ways, worse now than it
was [in March], because people
now know what it will taketo be
housed.

“Why do we do it?,” asks
Arabella. “Workshops, fun and
games is not ‘the big stuff’ like
building houses or boats, or re-
building livelihoods, but it really
can help inraising moralein the
camps and elsewhere, which is
most desperately needed.”

CWI returned to Sri Lanka
in May and then again in the last
two months of the year.

LindaCruse, Field Director
for the Prince of Wales Interna-
tional Business Leaders' Forum,
an agency that has set up and run
a number of projects and initia-
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tives in Phuket and Phang Nga,
also saw the therapeutic benefit
of entertaining children, and in-
vited a magician to perform for
them. Thisled to Linda contact-
ing CWI, which added Phuket,
Phang Nga and Phi Phi Island to
itsitinerary.

Arriving in mid-December,
Arabellaand CWI set about plan-
ning with Somchai — Linda’'s
right-hand man in Phuket — just
wherethey should go. SeaGypsy
villages, Childwatch Phuket, the
Asia Child Foundation and Wat

Plate spinning was also popular.

Kamala School arejust afew of
the places that have already en-
joyed the antics of CWI.

On the mainland, children
from Baan Nam Khem, Bang
Niang, Laem Ken and Bang Sak,
Tap Tawan and the Burmese
refugee camps near the Burmese
border will aso bevisited.

According to Haggis Mc
Leod, juggler extraordinaire and
Arabella’s husband, the work-
shops and games before the
show are“well-organized chaos’.

CWI relieson sponsors, both
individual and corporate, to allow
ittobring joy into children’slives.

“Parents have thanked us
for making their children smile,”
says Arabella. “ Some have even
said that they didn’t believetheir
children would smile again, and
of course, cheering up the chil-
dren cheers up the parents.

“Perhaps, in the long term,
CWI's work doesn’'t mean any-
thing, but | supposeit’stherapeu-
ticwithasmal ‘t'.”

Therapeutic, and priceless.

For more information about

CWI, visit the website www. E=2 :
L-R: Haggis McLeod, Jake, Arabella Churchill, Jo, Jessica Churchill McLeod. Front row: Rooben.

childrensworldcharity.org
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Dig out
the ears

STEPHEN FEIN waxes lyrical about what
he discovers is a ‘fairly invasive procedure’

ew people in Phuket

know the origins of the

red-and-white striped

barber’s pole that is so
ubiquitous, not only on our island
but also around the world.

Inancient times, barbersdid
far morethan give crew-cutsand
trim beards. They a so performed
a wide range of surgical proce-
dures: dental extractions, enemas,
dressing wounds, blood-letting
with leeches — you name it.

Early physicians hated to
perform surgery, so back inthose
days, a customer might greet his
barber with: “Just alittle off the
top and sides — and please re-
move my appendix whileyou're
ait”

The barber pole was origi-
nally associated with the leech-
assisted blood-letting service. The
pole had a brass basin at the top
representing the vessel in which
leeches were kept — and which
also received the blood.

According to Wikipedia, the
Internet encyclopedia, the pole
represented the staff which the
patient gripped during the opera-
tion — anesthesiology back then
not beingwhat itistoday. Thered
and white stripes portrayed the
bandages—red for blood-stained
onesand whitefor the clean ones.
Being hung out to dry onthe pole
after washing, they would often
blow and twist together, forming
aspira pattern. Thisgaveriseto
the barber’s pole painted in red
and white stripeswe know today.

In the West, surgery isnow
unknown at barber shops. Soit’s
nice to know that here in Phuket

there is at least one fairly inva-
sive procedure you can still get
done there — ear cleaning.

| used to sit in fascination
every time | waited for my turn
at my local barber shop, watch-
ing the steady-handed barbers
carefully insert avariety of long,
metal objectsinto the customers
ears.

Looking like damaged Borg
drones from Sar Trek undergo-
ing repair, the customers would
just lie back and relax as if they
were enjoying themselves. Was
I missing out on something fun?

For years | was torn be-
tween curiosity and fear, but re-
cently | decided to forget my
mom’sold warning of “never put
anything smaller than your elbows
in your ears’, and get my hear-
ing equipment professionally
cleaned, Thai style.

After my customary beard
trim and shave at the Phuen Chai
Barber Shop in Samkong, | asked
my regular barber Atjima “Att”
Wongwanich for the shop’'s 30-
baht khae hoo “dig out the ears’
service.

As| lay back with a damp
towel covering my eyes, she be-
gan, explaining what she was
doing as she worked.

After soaking all theinstru-
mentswith alcohol, she carefully
began thefirst step of inserting a
metal curette into my ear and
using its tiny metal scoop to as-
sessjust how dirty it wasinthere.
This produces apleasant, though
somewhat unnerving, sensation—
after all, what if shedlipsandthis
thing puncturesmy brain?

The vibrating tweezers send a clicking sound into the ear.

Next, a small, flat-bladed
instrument is used to scrape in-
side the ears, and any |oosened
material is then removed with a
very long, thin pair of metal twee-
zers.

After that it’s time for
swabbing. A do-it-yourself cot-
ton swab is made by wrapping
some cotton along a long, thin,
threaded curette. This is soaked
in avery weak hydrogen perox-
ide solution and is then inserted
into the ear.

SENSATION

It'saweird, cool sensation. You
can actually hear the hydrogen
peroxide bubbling away, asif you
haveRiceKrispiessoakinginmilk
inside your head.

After about a minute, the
hydrogen peroxide is removed
using another homemade cotton
swab, thistime adry one. When
| looked at these afterwards, |
was astonished just how “dirty”
my ears had been.

After this, K. Att took what
is known as an ear pick, which

Bangkok | Phaulet
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sheinserted into my ear and be-
gan twisting it about. The soft
fluffy end of the ear pick, which
has along bamboo handle, feels
nice spinning about inside the ear
—although | would hate to expe-
rience the pain it would cause if
pressed in too deeply.

Shethen took the end of the
ear pick and heated it by press-
ing it against the hot bulb of a
high-intensity lamp to make it
more brittle, and reinserted it. By
quickly twisting the long metal
tweezerswith her other hand, she
caused them to vibrate before
placing them against the the bam-
boo handle. The resulting sound
resonated up the bamboo and into
my ears as a series of loud
“click-click-click-clicks’ that are
hard to describe, but really do
makeyou feel likeaBorg drone.

As K. Att was doing this,
my eyeswere still covered and |
had absolutely no ideawhat was
producing this bizarre metallic
clicking — or what its purpose
was. It was only afterwards that
she described the procedure step-
by-step, explaining that thiswas
to “clear out” the ears, not of de-
bris, but of constrictionswithin.

The ear cleaning ends with
a pleasant ear massage, similar
to the one that forms part of a
standard traditional Thai mas-
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sage. And then whole procedure
is repeated on the other side.

| am not sure what the real
benefits of thiskind of ear clean-
ing realy are, or if | will ever do
it again. | didn’t notice any im-
provement in my hearing, and my
ears were a little sore the next
day.

Doctors frown on thistype
of thing too, saying it’'s danger-
ousto put anythinginsideyour ear
—evenaQ-tip. Also, much of the
material removed is ear wax,
which is there for a purpose: it
protects your ears from invasion
by bacteria, fungi and other nasty
things you don’t want taking up
residence inside your head.

But for peoplewith hearing
loss caused by an excess of ear
wax (technically known as ceru-
men), the ear-cleaning procedure
as performed by the sure-handed
K. Att for just 30 baht might be
the solution they arelooking for.

Of course the other option
would beto leave medical prob-
lems in the hands of modern
medicine and look for abarber’s
pole only when you need a hair-
cut or a shave.

Phuen Chai Barbers is at 268/
4 Yaowarat Rd in Samkong,
Phuket City, opposite the Shell
gas station. Tel: 076-254094.
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By Anongnat Sartpisut

II'it takesisaball of

wool and a dash of

creativity to make

you look elegant and
feel assnug asabug in arug
throughout these“ chilly”
months.

Blend that creativity with
the wool and you'll get a shawl
in pretty much any color you de-
sire, such as those featured by
Natnicha “May” Boonyanit,
owner of NichaDesign & Hand-
made at the Tesco-Lotus
Supercenter. K. May stocks both
knitted and crocheted shawls in
her colorful shop.

Her crocheted shawls,
featuring swirling flower
patterns, are light on the eye
and are moderately priced
between 400 and 800 baht.

She explained that her
knitted shawlsare abig hit with
the 25-year-old set, and are

generally worn at weddings or
social functions. “ Crocheted
shawls are not as soft as knitted
ones,” she said. Her knitted
shawlsretail for around 1,390
baht, while knitted scarves cost
between 89 and 250 baht
apiece.

If you're an extra dashing
young lady, why not sport a
chiffon scarf with a flower
motif ?

These are ideal “throw
overs’ that can instantly
brighten up apair of jeans, a
shirt or a handbag, and are good
for adding that personal splash
of color. Plus, they're area
snap at from 99 to 129 baht.

K. May added, “Our shop
caters to customers who insist
on their own — and unique —
style.”

Nicha Design & Handmade at
Tesco Lotus. Tel: 01-7191293
Email: nicha2l@hotmail.com
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K. May shows off some of her own creations.
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he Ford Focus has been

around for a few years,

but hashad afacelift for

2006. Asoneof themost
successful, truly global cars to
emanate from the Blue Oval,
there is clearly no need yet to
replace the Focus with an all-
new model.

Introduced at the annual
Genevamotor show in 1998, the
Focus was named European Car
of the Year in 1999, the same
year it made its debut in North
America It was named North

/' \

EAST WEST

il A

The rally version, the new Focus WRC,
was given a shakedown on the final event
last year in Australia — and nothing broke

M=
BEHIND
___THE |
WHEEL
By Jeff Heselwood

American Car of the Year in

While the road car needs
littlein theway of change, Ford's

W EEIRIMCOIT

2006 World Rally Championship
(WRC) contender isasignificant
step forward. Developed in the
north of England by team boss
Malcolm Wilson and chief de-
signer, Christian Loriaux, thenew
Focus WRC was given a shake-
down on thefinal event last year
in Australia. Both Wilson and
Loriaux came away baffled:
nothing broke!

Not only did the’ 06 Focus
finish, one of the carscamehome
insixth placeoverall, inthehands
of Czech driver Roman Kresta.
The second Focus, that of Tony
Gardemeister, became the first
2006 WRC car to crash, when
the Finnwound up inthetreeson
oneof theearly stagesof theraly.
Despite some damage the Focus
continued, only to retire on the
penultimate stage with a water
pump belt failure.

What was al the more re-
markable wasthat neither Kresta
nor Gardemeister had been re-
sponsible for any of the initial

ThaiCard membarship:

Your key to finding extra value in Thailand!

mileage on the cars — that had
been left to Wilson himself and
Britishrally driver Mark Higgins.

After the Australian event,
Wilson said: “It's been a fantas-
tic weekend. We came here to
test, and the most important tar-
get was to last the full distance
with the car so we could learn as
much as possible. Toni’s car
stopped before the end, but the
fact that we scored two fastest
times[in our class] isremarkable
for acar which hasbeen designed
and built in such ashort period of
time. A great effort from the
whole team — and we' ve shown
the potential of the car for the
future.”

Ford is one of only two
manufacturersin the running for
the 2006 title, which begins in
Monte Carlo. Mitsubishi, Skoda,
Citroén and Peugeot have all
pulled out, leaving just Ford and
Subarutofight it out.

With Ford'searly introduc-
tion of itsWRC car, the company

~7

www_thalcard.net
irde thaicand. net
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Ford Focus a runaway
success worldwide

must start as championship favor-
ites.

Meanwhile, at the 22" In-
ternational Motor Expoin Bang-
kok in November, Ford introduced
its latest five-door Focus, to
complement the aready highly
successful four-door model.

“Innovation will lead Ford
into the 21% century,” said John
Fink, Ford Thailand’s Executive
Vice-President. “Thisisjust an-
other Fordinnovation reinforcing
our commitment to Thailand, the
region and our customers.”

Priced at 959,000 baht, the
five-door Focus Sport with atwo-
liter motor produces a healthy
143bhp (105kW), whilea 1.8-li-
ter Trend model, delivering a
more modest 123bhp (90kW),
sellsfor arealistic 769,000 baht.

Both cars come with what
Ford describes as “ class-leading
comfort and safety features”,
while the Sport version runs on
16-inch alloy wheels and is
equipped with side skirts.

The Focus will doubtless
continueto be arunaway success
worldwide and, indeed, Ford Ex-
ecutive Vice President Mark
Fields said recently, at the Los
Angeles Auto Show, that “...
small is big in America. Small
cars areripe for bold design and
innovation.”

Expect to see much more
of the Focus, whether on the
streets of Thailand or oninterna-
tional forest tracksasit mops up
theWorld Rally Championshipthis
year.

Jeff Heselwood may be con-
tacted by email at jhc@
netvigator.com
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GREEN IS GOLDEN: Natural Resources and Environment Minister Yongyut

DAILY FEAST: Artist Prasopsuk Ittisak (left) prepares to cut the ribbon at the grand opening of Tiyapairat (left) hands an EIA (Environmental Impact Assessment)
The Remains of the Day art exhibition, which is on show at the Phuket Art Gallery, on Thalang Rd, Monitoring Awardto Poomiphat Navanukroh, General Managerofthe Cape
Phuket City, until January 17. (From left) Gallery Director Suansri Teawsakul and artists Anuwat PanwaHotel. Theresort was oneof 20resortsinthe countrytoreceive
an awardforenvironmental management.

Wachira-a-nan and Marilyn Band look on.
L

TRAINING DAY: Dr Kongkiat Kespechara of the Software Industry Promotion Agency
(Sipa), Phuket office, hands to Kusolsongkroh Foundation President and Phuket Thai
Hua School alumnus Sombat Atiset, a certificate on completing a pre-professional
animation training workshop for Phuket Thai Hua School students held recently at
The Metropole Hotel.

MIRTH FOR PERTH: Hilton Phuket Arcadia Resort & Spa General Manager Peter
Hourigan (center) joins his wife Anita (2" from left) and his two sons, along with
guests Le Royal Meridien Phuket Yacht Club GIVI Dominique Lapointe (3 from left),
Hilton Executive Sous Chef Sylvain Levaillant (2" from right), and Hilton F&B Director
Stefano Ruzza at his private farewell party. VIr Hourigan will take up the position of
GM at the Parmelia Hilton Perth in Australia at the end of this month.

DOUBLE BUBBLE: Guests Jonathan Loney (2" from right), Marketing Director for

™
SIBER-CULTURE: Sukko Spa General Mlanager Sunai Wachirawarakarn (left) awards Molt & Hennessy brands, and Vincent Paglls (2" from left), wines and spirits
certificates to competitors in the reality show 5 On The Equator, which is broadcast on consultant from Hong Kong, join JW Mariott Resort & Spa’s Food & Beverage Director
TBK-6 channel from Siberia, after they took part in a “guess that scent” contest during Theera Kanjana (center), Executive Chef Nick Reade (right) and Executive Sous Chef

Thai cooking classes at the spa.

Thamasak Chootong for a Mot & Chandon champagne dinner at the resort.

EXPOSE YOURSELF/ to 30-35,000 visitors a day!

A Phuket Gazette website banner is your window to the world. Can you afford BlifT to have one?
Ask Anna or Koy for detaills. Tel: 076-236555 Emall: anna@phuketgazette.net
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TRAVELER

By EdPeters

ota Kinabalu goes un-

der a number of

names. Itwasofficialy

called Jesselton until
1963, but theinhabitants knew it
as “Api Api” (fire, fire) as the
town was razed to the ground in
World Wer 1.

Its current name comes
fromthe4,100-meter-high Mount
Kinabalu, whichwasitself called
after a Chinese (Kina) prince
who left hislocal wifehere prom-
ising to return, but failed to do so
and she was consequently left a
balu, or widow.

History apart, nowadays
most people speak of “KK”, ex-
cept for some superior peninsu-
lar Malaysianswho refer to it as
the capital of “The Wild East”.

WILD

Sabahispretty wild, and —forest
fires notwithstanding —that’sthe
beauty of it. And for anyone not
up to clambering to thetop of the
tallest mountainin Southeast Asa
(unless one counts Burma’'s
Hkakabo Razi at 5,881m) or
braving therigorsof alonghouse
jungletrek, Tunku Abdul Rahman
National Park sits 15 minutes off-
shore covering nearly 50 square
kilometers of islands and sea.
Each of the islands has
something alittle different to of -
fer, although they areall good for
abit of beachingit, snorkelingand
sloughing off the exigencies and
encrustations of city dwelling.
First up is Pulau Manukan,
the most developed of the quin-
tet of islands nudging into the
South China Sea, with chalets,
sguash and tenniscourtsand even
a desalination plant and solar-
powered tel ephones. Eco-friend-
ly isnot so much abuzzword here

as a sheer necessity. Manukan is
shaped like a boomerang, and a
number of pleasant forest trails
— usualy free of traffic as most
visitors cluster by the shore —
crisscross its almost 206,000
sguare meters.

Gaya is by far the largest
island in the park, and is distin-
guished by adtilt villageinhabited
by Malaysians and Filipinos
whose homes are officialy out-
side the national park’s bound-
aries. There are few walkways,

TRAVEL
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so the convenient way to sightsee
here is to hire a boat which — if
nothing else — is viewed as fine
entertainment by the locals. Po-
lice Beach is the best on the is-
land, and despite the proximity of
the village, the reefs around the
island arein good condition.
Pulau Sapi, or Cow Island,
is better known for its troop of
monkeyswhich usethe beach for
a spot of crab fishing as long as
they are left undisturbed. How-
ever, asthisisthemost visited of

RINEW ENTERTAINMENT CHOICE
LIVE BAND FROM THE PHILIPPINES
Y 5-STAR PLACE WITH REASONABLE PRICES

HAPPY HOUR : 6:30 - 7:45 P:M.
ALL DRINKS AT HALF PRICES EXcerT WINE

MUSIC STARTS AT 8:00 P.M NIGHTLY
OPEN MONDAY TO SATURDAY FROM 6:30 P.01. TILL 1:00°A.M.

to appear only at dusk and dawn,
when nobody elseisaround.

Furthest away from KK and
relatively undeveloped, Pulau
Sulug sees the fewest arrivals,
and assuchislabeled asahaven
for castaways. The shoreline is
mostly rocky but the reef is re-
aly spectacular off its southern
tip, with brilliant blue seaurchins
contrasting with coral of many
hues that grows in fantastic
shapes.

Mamutik, despite its rich
marinelife, isprobably theidand
to visit last, as it is the smallest
and tendsto fill up with hordes of
KK-itesat weekendsand on pub-
lic holidays; or indeed during the
week if thelureof theofficepals.
Still, it’sringed by good beaches
and if there are not too many
other peoplearounditistruly idyl-
lic.

But that can be said of just
about anywhere in Tunku Abdul
Rahman.

WINE ¢ MUSIC

‘ L F

" ||r‘t -

LOCATED AT 6 MAELUAN RD~PHUKET TOWN
RESERVATION PLEASECALL {(076) 234-495
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t seemed likeamiraclewhen

| heard | would be able to

study abroad. The thought

that | would be ableto do so
had never crossed my mind. |
chosethis program becauseit will
help mein my work back homein
Thailand.

But | wasalso apprehensive,
because my English is not excel-
lent and the cost of living in Ire-
land is very high. For the first
couple of weeks after | arrived |
was a bit worried and confused,
mainly because everything was
completely new to me and so dif-
ferent from Thailand.

When | first attended class
| found | wasinavery largegroup
of about 150 students. | was told
then that | would have to write a
10,000-word thesisin English, us-
ing proper grammar, spelling and
aformal writing style. I thought,
“Oh God! Am | going to be able
to do this?’

My teachers and class-
mates all speak very quickly, and
with very strong Irish accents. It
was not easy for me at first. But
things are getting easier, now that
| have made somefriends, and al
my teachers are so nice.

| have also done several
months’ work experience at St
Joseph’s Childcare Centre in the
town. It wasagreat placeto prac-
tice because they are very orga-
nized and the staff are profes-
siondl.

The children there are so
lovely, but it was tiring working
with them—I had to have so much
energy.

However, it was a good
chance to get to know European
children. They were more active,
and they have learned to express
their feelingsmorethan Thai kids,
who are more quiet.

But | think the needs of the
children are the same all over,
whatever their culture, language
or color of skin. They all needlove
and understanding from older
people.

Thecollegeisquitebig, with
three campuses. I'm studying in
College Street, about 30 minutes

wu’rerm ark
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LUCKY JIM

Pennapa “Jim” Wuttlmanop, 26 used to work at the Life Home Project in Phuket. Now,
with the help of a tsunami scholarship, she is a student in the Social Care Program at
Waterford Institute of Technology in Ireland. Here she gives her impressions of living
and working on another island, albeit somewhat larger than her own.

walk from the main campus, but
the Ingtitute runs a bus service
for the students. College Street
isold —it used to be a church —
while the main campus and the
other buildingsare modern.
The house where | am
stayingiscaled Roncalley. | am
on the ground floor with Jom,
another Thai girl. We arethefirst
Thais to study here. The first

i
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spirifs - double for singles,

(ropye DRCLors - spicee Blues Band
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floor isfor architecture students.
They are dl boys. Close to my
roomisanicelady from Sovakia

| usually cook Thai food at
home, mostly omelettes, fried
vegetables and noodles. Some-
times | make Thai curry, but the
taste is not the same here as in
Thailand.

| did have the chance to
work in a Thai restaurant for a

For free trangport
in Patong call ug,

month, though, and | took it. | was
able to eat delicious Thai food
free of charge. But | had to wear
traditional Thai dress! It was so
funny, because when | was in
Thailand | never wore such
clothes.

| earned about 35 euros
(1,700 baht) per night, working for
fiveor six hours. | am alowed to
work 20 hours a week during
term-time, and 40 hours a week
intheholidays.

Waterfordisabit quiet, but
I love it here because it doesn’t
have lots of cars or so many
people [as in Thailand]. But |
don’'t enjoy eating here; the food
isn't tasty, isnot at all spicy and
iSvery expensive.

To give a couple of ex-
amples, for what | pay for abottle
of water herel can buy six bottles

new.ﬂehu ~0.f un::::-mpl _;JJJJ_;JIJ{_I

thgp fﬂ‘ﬁ'.vﬁur

Wil

in Thailand. And a sandwich
costs between two and four eu-
ros— between 100 and 200 baht!
Irish food that | can eat includes
sausage, potato and chicken
wings. Itischeap, and it does hot
taste that bad.

| like it here, and there are
several reasons why, the main
one being that they are very seri-
ous about the environment and
controlling the amount of gar-
bage. | am not surprised this
country is so clean. If | go shop-
ping, | need to take my own shop-
ping bag — they don't give out
plastic bags.

Another reason | like it is
that thetraffic lawshere arevery
strict. | have never seen acar go
though a red light, and they al-
ways stop for people who need
to cross the road.

All of thelrish peoplel have
met have been so nice and kind
to me, and they genuinely care
about people from other coun-
tries.

DARK SIDE

However, all countries have a
brilliant side and a dark side.
People here like to smoke and
drink — including the students.
Lots of my friends at college
smoke, and it is normal to see
teenagers with cigarettesin their
hands. | have also found many
young mothers here, some of
them students...

Everything here was com-
pletely new to me at the begin-
ning. If | got lost, for example, |
couldn’'t take a motorbike taxi
becausethey don’t exist. Andthe
weather is very cold and wet.
Umbrellas don’'t work here be-
cause it’s very windy.

Now it iswinter it is not a
good ideato walk from home to
college, what with the rain, cold
and dark, so | prefer to pay 1.25
euros (60 baht) for the bus.

I will probably return to
Thailandin Juneafter | finishmy
studies, but | might stay here for
three months longer so | can
travel, be a volunteer or earn
more money.

I’'m happy to be here, al-
though | am sometimes sad be-
cause everything is so different
from Thailand. | miss the food,
my motorbike, my old friendsand
the children from Life Home
Project. But opportunitieslikethis
do not happen often. | am proud
and happy to have been giventhe
chance to study here. It is bril-
liant.

qﬁp reéstaurant 34 6

rhulz?-ﬁ' 346-248, 1 min from Robinson, Phuket [
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enjoyed a quiet New Year,

which was entirely my own

fault for going on adatewith

adeaf and dumb Carmelite
nun to watch amime performin
alibrary in a vacuum chamber.
Shewasatough, albeit silent Ger-
man, and she carried arifle. She
will forever be known as the
Armalite Hun.

Predictably enough, andin
desperate need of some excite-
ment, | run my finger down alist
of the newer placesto eat onthis
fair isle. This in itself does not
provide the desired adrenalin
rush, so | decide to go and eat at
one of them instead.

| happen upon the Crowne
Plaza Karon Beach Phuket. It
opened fairly recently andimme-
diately managed to score some-
thing of acoup by being the base
for last year's Nation V party.

Singapore, you may remem-
ber, decided to pull the plug on
the region’s biggest gay bash,
leaving the organizerswith agap
in their plans. Crowne Plaza fit-
ted the bill — and no doubt the
Tom, Dick and Harry — like a
glove.

Before the review proper
begins — which is due any para-
graph now, honest — comes the
criticism, whichwouldfill asheet
of A4 paper, were | to writeitin
very large letters.

Infact, very largelettersare
just what are needed for the rear
main entrance to Crowne Plaza.
Fromthebeachroad, it'sadoddle
to find the hotel, especialy at
night when the tiki lights of the
restaurants that overlook the
beach attract one like moths to,
well... aflame.

But round the back it's a
different story. It took me three
goes — once from the left, once
from the right and once straight
ahead — before | could find the
way in.

However, oncesafely inthe
hotel, it'sanother story. It’'sabig
place—big enough to need atuk-
tuk to get around. However, the
Crowne Plaza has wisely opted
for the traditional three-wheeled
tuk-tuk, smilar tothe Piaggio Ape
model, once so popular with Nea-
politans. It is, to say the least,
guite nippy. Inno time at all, in
fact a mite too quickly to have

The Promise of a Crown

seen much of the resort apart
from half-imagined blurs, | was
at the beachside restaurant com-
plex. Thecollection of structures
here is rather breathtaking, indi-
cating that InterContinental Ho-
tels Group has taken agreat deal
of care in making the place at-
tractive to the eye.

| feel pleasantly at peace.
In short, | have no edifice com-
plex.

My dining companions are
Isara “Liz" Pangchan, Sales &
Marketing Manager of the adja-
cent Crowne Plaza Residences
and Sari Yong, MarComm whiz
of the resort.

The ladies, already seated
at our tablein the hotel’sWildfire
restaurant, are enjoying a glass
of white wine. One each, that is.
Forma and rather complicated
introductions between Sari and
m’self out of the way, Liz thinks
she knows what | want to drink.

“VodkaMartini,” shestates,
her cup of confidence brimming
over. “No,” says|.

“Long Island Ice Tea,” she
states with slightly less as-
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suredness. | demur again. This
goes on for some time, until the
ladies—they’re doing it together
now — are verging on exaspera-
tion.

“1 could tell you,” | begin,
“but I’d have Tequila...”

Wildfire, asplit-level restau-
rant, specializesin pizzas—wood-
fired, natch — downstairs, and a
churrascaria-cum-mélange of
Asian and Western, Northern and
Southern styles upstairs.

After a dégustation of
smoked mussel, squid and
prawns, followed by apleasantly
sweet French onion soup, and
goodly portions of umm-ing and
ah-ing, Liz chooses Phuket lob-
ster, Sari decides to have sea
bass, and | opt for the chur-
rascaria — although sharing is
definitely on the menu tonight.

But what's that? The chef
approaching with a sword in his
hand?

My first thought is that he
wants a fight (Duel in the
Crowne). | realizethat | need my
dress sword (Tool in the
Crowne), but then notice that the

GO0D VIEW 600D TASTES BEST SERVICE

M Dpening. Besl view
:

in Kalim Beach narth of Patong Beache

tl}mfpﬂ-ﬂ_’:lnfﬂ ﬂl_fENl:i-l'
**2SPECIAL-PRICE WINES™®**

« From ltaly - Framee. Chile - Awsrralia - Sowikh Africs

al e, 0l very reascneble prices,
Kalim Seaview, ihe hrand new sister of Ficreria Hul 1

For reservations please call 078-290057-8
For free transport (only Patong area) call 01 -8T66214
15% discount, Open daily: 11 am-2:30 pm & & pm-10:30 pm

eAffair

chef’s — hell, | daren’t say
“weapon” —thingy has skewered
meat onit (Drool inthe Crowne).
Idiot moi (Fool inthe Crowne).
A veritable orgy of meat
scoffing follows. Everything,
fromweechickens' liversto dabs
of rare Antipodean lamb, divine
steak to splendid little pork sau-
sages — and all expertly cooked.
We become a little atavistic,
dlightly primal from here on.
The chefs —in true Brazil-
ian churrascarian style—continue
to deliver more and more meat.
Anditissmply too succulent, too
aromatic and tender to resist.
The simplest dishes tend,
according to Gupta's Law of In-

R&ku

WITH
Andy Johnstone

Wildfire

verse Anomalies, to be thosethat
are both the most difficult to get
right and those that we tend to
enjoy themost. And the onesthat
are actually extremely healthy,
too: no need for that under-read
travel guide The Roughage
Guide to Thailand for us!
Joyous, passionate, guilt-
free eating at this restaurant
should spread like — well, what
else?—Wildfire.

Wildfire at Crowne Plaza Karon
Beach Phuket, 509 Patak Rd,
Karon Beach. Tel: 076-
396139. Expect to pay around
650 baht for the churrascaria.
www.phuket.crowneplaza.com

phuket

Tel. 076-279-790

CO.

www.envision-phuket.com
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Rak Mak /! Awards

This week's lucky numbers:

A 608

MERLNAA

Gold Honda City

Blue Toyota Colola

n 8018 Nnd 908
niiin QiR

Blue Honda Civic

White Suzuki Jeap

g 2449

UATATETINIY

Black Toyota Altis

nAa 1709
oA

Black EMW 318i

The first three of these vehicles® owners to contact us can choose from the following
three prizes: a dinner for two (Thai BEQ Buffet and Cabaret Show) on a Saturday
right only, at Baan Yin Dee Boutigue Resort Phuket; or one year's free home
delivery of the Phuket Gazette; or souvenirs from Desjoyaux Co Lid.

%

Desfoyaux

Please contact the Gazeite quickly to ensure you get the prize you want.

First come, first served!

Email: LovePhuketiPhuketGazette.Net, or call K. Pam at Tel: 076-236 555,

Offers expire Janwary 24, 2006.

Love Phuket? Put this sticker on your vehicle:

“We Love Phuket

Tril Prohi Coit i

e I ke e 180

Doy b ¢ Cartilein’y

g ot el ]

If we spot it, you could win a facial treatment with Majestic Cosmetics at the
Jungeceylon Clinic; or one round of golf (18 holes) at Laguna Phuket Golf Clulby; or
two bottles of Halian sparkling wine Proseco Pinot Chardonnay and one wine opener.

lﬂ.ﬁ}_ﬁ!{ﬂﬂ.
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TASTE

When ‘Eat

cheap’ and

‘Patong’ IS
not a

adiction

IN terms

By Anongnat Sartpisut

hen you think of

Patong, you prob-

ably think beach,

nightlife and good
food. But when you want good
food at a good price, you may
need to think a little harder and
walk alittle farther.

After work, a friend and |
went for astroll aong Rat-U-Thit
200 Pi Rd and discovered anum-
ber of open-air seafood stalls in
front of Andaman Beach Suite.
Freshfish, shrimp, squid and even
lobster were all available, priced
from 80 baht per dish and up.

We settled on a loca dish
called kanom jeam (Thai vermi-
celli) with gaeng (curry). We
stopped at K. Ja's stall offering
three curries. gaeng kathi (co-
conut milk curry), gaeng pa
(minced fish curry) and gaeng
sabnok.

The gaeng sabnok — athin,
tasty and not too spicy curry with
fish balls and chicken — set me
back just 25 baht.

My friend tried the kanom
jeam and ho mok (steamed fish
and curry) for 45 baht and found
it nice and spicy. Both dishes
were served with fresh veg-
etables — bean sprouts and cu-
cumber —at no additional charge.

Although we were already
nearly full, catching sight of K.
Pranom’s stall reawakened the

taste buds. A variety of Thai sal-
ads (yum) was available: yum
wunsen ruammit — seafood
mixed with vermicelli for 40 baht;
and yum hua moo — sliced pork
with vermicelli — for 30 baht,
among others.

We ordered yum neam
klouk —a mix of fried rice with
dightly fermented pork —for only
30 baht.

The price range at K. Pra-
nom’s stall is 30 baht to 50 baht,
which we thought very reason-
able. We did have to line up be-
hind about three people before
getting to our dishes, but it was
worthit.

We ended our movable
feast with dessert for just 10 baht
per bowl. The dessert stall, run
by K. Boy, serves up several
popular Thai desserts, hot or cold,
including Thai fruits and veg-
etables in a “soup” of soybean
milk, Longanjuice, or ginger ale.

I chose cold Tao Tueng
(tofuin ginger ale) whichis, be-
lieveit or not, absolutely delicious.

Other stals offer other op-
tions, such as steamed rice with
roasted pork or chicken on top,
and amango with sticky ricedes-
sert, for just 25 baht to 30 baht a
dish.

The open-air eating area at the
south end of Rat-U-Thit 200 Pi
Rd operates from 5 pmto 1 am
daily.
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The Cryptlc Crossword
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1. Stoleand cooked salmon,

Hidden Words | - &

Chap with account — the
Hidden in thegrid below arethenamesof at least 20 8.

French restraint. (7)
Rose, oddly, to become a

il NN R R

isands. Thenamesmay read vertically, horizontally or god. (4)
diagonally. They may alsoread right-to-left or down- 9. Sour, I'dgo after a
to-up. Score: 10 or more, good; 15 or more, very good; hundred. (4)

itk

10. Scarred, put enclosure
back in commercial. (5)

12. Shedding light on mess
arising fromidlecaution.
(11)

14. Enron’sgotsixinthe
neighborhood. (8)

17. Scarf rustled. (5)

20. Hashcry: “lamina
vegetable!” (5)

21. Lambssee, weirdly, how
to put things together. (8)

25. Tryst for donkey and I,
with noteto nation. (11)

27. Given medicine, doctor of
divinity had no direction.

20 or more, excellent.

wn
O

Compiled by Tortuus. © 2005

(5) Down 16. Practice punchesin
29. Fishgivenotetotop , health resort? (3)
golfer.(4) 1 gﬁ%ﬁggﬂﬁ?g%’;’m S 18 smalldog sexpetmenta
30. Againstcontributiontothe 5 B4t was a climber. ) o glcvl Ity%(3) ) I
- gﬁéﬁ)t and died. (7) 3. I'dconit, in amanner of 1. (S)eat or each steeple.
32, Plunder tablet —and get speaking. (7) 22, Littlereward, outside
' 4.  The battle's half over. (6) Al for seaf ’ d (7
old. (7) 5. By theway, asporting call for seafood. (7)

organization. (1.1.1) 23. Bit of necklace the
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Solution on page 22

E2 TRIVIA

25. A fabulousteller of
1. Whoistheauthor of the 1n (LGi)ke copper trophy, rouse tales! (5)
’ . ' OPD Py; 26. Ninakeeps letter for
Harry Potter seriesof turmoil. (8) assassin, (5)
books? 13. Not yet decided where :
OOKS: laneshould be. (2.3.3) 28. Doctor holds one part of
2. What wasthe nameof P 53, drive. (3)

theauthoritarian political

One of the church’s big
guns? (5)
Little Edward’s currents.

15. Vehicle at the front of the

army. (3)

24,

French make official. (6)
Was compatible with a
version of avarice. (6)

Solution on page 22

Sudoku is very simple: each row, each column and each “box” of
nine squares within the puzzle must contain all the numbers from
1 to 9 with, naturally, no repetitions. Beware: there is only one
solution to this puzzle, which is on page 20.

movement that ruled Italy

from 1922 to 1943
L under theleadership of
su|do | ku Soutionspeent | | Bentomussoinz
computer program & 3. Inwhat city wasAustra-
& Puzzles by Pappocom www.sudoku.com | Yy .

lian RulesFootball first
played?

4. What isthecapital of
Canada?

5. What gameof chance
was, according to some
accounts, first devised by
17th century French
matheméaticianBlaise
Pascd?

6. Themeta dloy pewter
consstsprimarily of what
metd?

7. What wasthe name of
themain character inthe
moviePsycho?

8. What city hoststhe
Kentucky Derby?

9. Whowrote Franken-
gein?

10. Thevolumeof what
geometric shapeis
expressed asr?h? (h=
height, r =radius)

Answers on page 22

Scribble Space
I

Takethreepaper cupsand put theminarow. Turn
thefirst and third cupsupsidedown, but leavethe
middle cup right side up. Your task isto get all the
cupsright side up, but you must follow theserules:

You have only three moves. For each move, you
must turn over two cupsat atime—never oneat a
time.

Solution on page 22
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Get your brain

11

in gear with
The Monster Quiz

the answers to all of them.

1. WhatisBrian Eno’'sfull novel The War of the

.r

name? Worlds?

2. In The Smpsons, what 9. Alex, acartoon strip, 15.
is the surname of Barney appearsin which
thealcoholic? newspaper? 16

20

3. WhichBritish band 10.

! In Father Ted, Fathers
released the single The

Crilley, Hackett and

Quick Crossword

AcRoss

1. Component.

3. Caoiffure.

6. Up-to-date.

7. lrritating sensation.
8. Hospital transport.
12. Soaks.

16. Festive occasion.
18. Every 60 minutes.
19. Red gems.

20. Pronounceindistinctly.

Down
1. Simpleshoes.

Shining.

Follower of Indianfaith.
Deteriorate.
Orange-yellow color.
Gershwin brother.

Ban.

. Allow.

Facia aperture.

. Sweet stuff.

. The States.

. Feelspain.

. Stratum.

. Throw slowly.

Solution below, right

Island. Where did Fathers  17.
Dick Byrne, Johnson and
MacDuff live?

4.  Who wrote the novels A
White Merc with Fins,
Rancid Aluminium and

Speak for England? 11. Onwhat avenuein

Liverpool did John Lennon 18.

5. What did Johnny Rotten
grow up?

do on January 14, 1978?
6. WhatdidMarylin 12.  What namedid Gwyneth 19
Monroe do on January Paltrow and Chris Martin
14, 19547 giveto their daughter?
20.
7.  Whereis Surtsey 13.  Which part of hisbody did
Volcano? Brad Pitt harm while

playingAchillesin Troy?
8. Which town wasthefirst

to be destroyed in the 14. Which singer was once

Kids! Ask Mum and Dad to help you find the answer s to these questions.
They’'re not easy but, if you do some research, you should be able to find

(s,
&0
9

known as Tommy Scott,
thetwisting vocalist?

Who was the third king
of Scotland?

What is the name of the
archipelago at the
southern tip of South
America?

Who was found dead at
the Landmark Hotel with
just US$4.50 and a
broken nose?

What is said to have
measured 300 by 50 by
30 cubits?

What mountain dropped
by 1,313 feet in 19807

Which Thai Deputy
Prime Minister has
aspirations to be UN
Secretary General?

Answers below, |eft

Puzzli

Solutions

* First move: Turn over thefirst and
second cups.

* Second move: Turn over thefirst and
third cups.

* Third move: Turn over thefirst and
second cups.

Now they should all beright side up.

Solution to this na
week’s Cryptic

Crossword

Monster Quiz Answers: 1. Brian Peter George St Jean le
BaptistedelaSalle Eno; 2. Gumble; 3. Colourbox; 4. James
Hawes; 5. He quit the Sex Pistols; 6. Shemarried Joe
DiMaggio; 7. Off the southern coast of Iceland; 8. Chertsey;
9. The Daily Telegraph; 10. Rugged Island; 11. Menlove
Avenue; 12. Apple; 13. HisAchillestendon; 14. Sir Tom
Jones; 15. Macbeth; 16. Tierradel Fuego; 17. Janis Joplin; 18.
Noah'sark; 19. Mount St Helens; 20. Surakiat Sathirathai.

EZ Triva Answers: 1. JX Rowling; 2. Fascism; 3.
Melbourne; 4. Ottawa; 5. Roulette; 6. Tin; 7. Norman Bates;
8. Louisville, Kentucky; 9. Mary Shelley; 10. A cylinder.

Hidden Words

SOLUTION

Solution to this
week’s Quick
Crossword

Solution to this
week’s Sudoku
puzzle

[J) % % % % % % X F 2k X F 2k X X * X X
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You think Pattaya’s bad? “Arguments
about 5-10 baht fares [in Pattaya] make
melaugh. So, some of your readersliketo
make noises about being ripped off for 5
baht on songtheows, ha! They should live
in Patong Beach Phuket, where the only
public transport readily available arerip-
off tuk-tukswho charge between 400-600
baht per trip.” (1)

Hassles and scams: “And the long list
of littlethingslikethat when sum up made
people thinking twice before they decide
to coming back again. A example of that,
the first year that | went to Phuket the
road police scam, 200 baht for no helmet
but only at aroad block for 1 hour every
night at the corner of Ra-U-hit and Bangla
clearly ascam to make baht from tourists.
Second trip at the road block (now | have
my helmet) 200 baht for not having my
international driving permit, next trip 200
baht for riding the motorbike with thelight
on intheday (make note that in my coun-
try you will be find for not having it on),
next trip 200 baht because my head light
is off in the day, last trip 200 baht for not
having a Thai driving license for motor-
bikeevenif | had my international driving
license.” (2)

Time gentlemen, please: “| won'teven
go on to mention the ‘ Time Share’ pests
on motorcyclesoffering you ‘free' scratch
cards... or the people wanting your hotel
detailsso that they can call you at 7.00 am
inthe morning to tell you you havewon a
holiday, but you haveto go to this specia
presentation to receiveyour prize ... Give
me a break!!” (3)

Roll up for thetypically
tropical rip-off tour

OuUTSIDE

IN
By LisKinswoman

Clammy armpits, time-share con
men, rip-offs and hassles: Welcome
to Patong! Some people genuinely
believe that Patong is the center of

the universe and that it is able to
bring shafts of light that fill the (single

man’s) soul with unbounded joy.

Others think the opposite, so this
week Lis explores both sides in an

attempt to strike a balance.

Time to stop: “ Timeshare, tailors, Von
Dutch T-shirt makers, trainers more ex-
pensivethan originals, last-aminute Nike
flip flops, “Chang” vests that every third
person wears, ping pong shows, egl shows,
joiner fees, urine fees, * Sexy man, where
you go? Queer folk abound, pay your
money, take your choice.” (4)

Time after time: “| turn around and she
is talking to the two French guys (I can

hear them) and | am waiting, and waiting.
They are hugging her (no joke) and doing
whatever... thenthey al comeover to me.
They have scratch off ticketsand so | won
a hat and a T-shirt, but Cook got three
stars, hence the hugging. All we have to
doissit threw a 90 min thing and we can
collect. Our English speaking guy comes
and we proceed upstairs. Hisnameis John
and we cannot get himto stop talking about
whores and drugs. | mean we tried but
that isall hewould talk about.” (5)

Finding a balance: “Phuket is NOT
Patong. Thereis so much more to Phuket
than the few trashy tourist strips where
opportunists have gathered to part ‘ good-
timers withtheir holiday budgets. You will
find much better value, more realism and
honesty in other parts of this beautiful is-
land... ‘Tuk Tuk Sir? ‘No thank you'.
‘“Where you go? ‘Me ow khrap’ ‘Sorry
Sir don’t you speak English? ... and soit
goesonthewholelength of Beach Road...
No-one goes for a ‘hassle free quiet time
holidaying in Patong’ | mean why would
you, what does Patong possibly offer the
tourist looking for aquiet time?... Patong
has always been the clammy armpit of
Phuket, not sure what the fuss is about.

Armpitscan arouse or repul se, depending
onyour disposition.” (6)

“We' ve gone from Paradise to Purgatory
in the span of 10 hours. What a pit this
placeis. | knew from the Lonely Planet
that it was gonnabe bad, but | had noidea
exactly how bad. It'sredlly, really disgust-
ing... flashing neon, hookers, traffic, pol-
lution and tourist trap souvenir shops. We
went to the restaurant in front of our hotel
and other than the prominence of Thai
servers, you would not have known you
were in Thailand. Patong is not the place
to go if you want to see Thailand. Unless
it's the nightmare version you're after.”

(1)

1. http://lwww.pattayamail.com/612/letters.shtml
2. thaivisa.com/forum/index.php?s=febaf 72743
d634049c73d2b64c98f65& showtopic=33598

3. http://www.thaivisa.com/forum/index.php?
showtopi c=464028& st=0& p=498803& #entry498803
4. thaivisa.com/forum/index.php?s=7aa3al672eb
100757a2709a5e1a182c2& showtopic=46402& pid
=596515& st=120& #entry596515

5. http://realtravel.com/patong-journal s-j 701035
.html

6. http://www.thaivisa.com/forum/index.php?
showtopic=46402& pid=596515& S=1208& #entry596515
7. http://www.blazingatrail.com/journal s/thai
journal 1.html

i

g
d g
Oflf the

SHELF

By JamesEckardt

n and Sail (Silkworm

ooks, Chiang Mai, 2005,

396pp) is a stupendous

work of scholarship. Sub-

titled Literature and History in

Early Bangkok, this collection of

six seminal essays by Nidhi

Eoseewong — considered by

many to be Thailand's premier

historian —focuses on the social,

cultural and economic history of
the early Bangkok years.

They werewritten between
1979 and 1982 and finally have
been trandated into English by 10
scholarsinto nearly 400 pages of
dense type.

K. Nidhi jokesin his pref-
ace that if hisbook were written
today it would be no longer than
50 pages. This is because, 30
years ago, he was going against
the grain of historiography: the
Prince Damrong school (influ-
enced by Thomas Carlyle's
“Great Man” theory) in which
Thai history read likethebiblical
Book of Kings. K. Nidhi’s ap-
proach was different, as he
writesin his preface:

“Nowadays, the idea that
there were major changes in
many aspects of Thai society in
early Bangkok; that understand-
ing the changes which arise in
Thai society (or any society) re-
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A revolutionary history

quires attention to the internal
factorsin that society more than
seeing those changes as only re-
sponses to external forces; that
literature can be used asone kind
of historical source materia; and
that, conversely, historical change
has more effect on literary cre-
ativity than was once understood
in Thal society — all these ideas
have become commonplace
thingswhich studentsof Thai his-
tory can accept. But whether they
agreewith them or not isanother
matter.”

Bourgeois Culture and
Early Bangkok Literature is the
lead-off essay of the six in the
book, thelongest (152 pages), the
last written and a masterful cul-
mination of themesintroduced in
earlier essays.

Hismainthemeisthat early
Bangkok, far from being a con-
tinuation of the static and hierar-
chical culture of Ayudhaya was
in fact adynamic era, character-
ized by openness, individualism,
materialism, irreverence, humor,
eagernessfor international trade,
curiosity about the outsideworld
and avibrant literature.

The standard version of his-
tory viewsthe Bowring Treaty of
1855 as the moment when old
Siam opened its doors to the
world.

K. Nidhi convincingly ar-
gues that the Kingdom had been
undergoing dramatic internal
changeall along, asevidenced by
the casual attitude of acceptance
shown by the political and eco-
nomic eliteto the treaty itself.

A study of the literature of
early Bangkok, K. Nidhi main-

tains, is a fruitful way to under-
stand the mindset of the era.

“Any work of literature has
both awriter and abody of read-
erswho, down through theyears,
have ‘consumed’ the work in
their lives,” K. Nidhi writes.“The
work does not reflect the worl d-
view, values, feelings, and
thoughts of thewriter aone; those
of the readership are of no less
significance. The work presents
a particular view, and that view
gains currency if the readership
appreciatesit. In brief, aliterary
work and the society that pro-
duces it are interrelated.”

K. Nidhi then goes into a
exhaustive discussion of the lit-
erature of Ayudhaya. | had al-
waysthought that most of it went
upinsmokeduring the 1767 Fall.
However, a huge amount was
preserved — poetry, plays, histori-
cal chronicles, folktales, religious
treatises—and K. Nidhi displays
an encyclopedic knowledge of
thefield, classfied grictly intofolk
and court literature.

Moving into the Bangkok
era, K. Nidhi observes anew set
of literary trends. “ These trends

Tells e Etifb

Give Your Child
a Good Start!

may be described in broad-brush
termsastwo complementary and
interrelated changes: first, adop-
tion of folk literature into upper
classliterature; second, reduction
in the ritual element in court lit-
erature to the point the sacred-
ness embedded in Ayudhaya
court literature had greatly dimin-
ished.”

The greatest hero of this
new style of literatureisthe sub-
ject of the book’s second essay:
Sunthorn Phu: Bourgeois Poet
Laureate. A great traveler, hu-
morist, drinker and womanizer,
(nak laeng, in the argot of the
time), Sunthorn Phu embodied the
zeitgeist of thetime. He despised
superdtition and the commonfolk,
elevated reason and the pursuit
of wealth, and kept a sharp eye
out for theladies. K. Nidhi’sclose
analysis of his poetry isthe clos-
est that anyone illiterate in Thai
is going to get to the Kingdom's
grest literary hero.

ChrisBaker, aprincipal edi-
tor, closes the book with a bio-
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Thingsarelookin’ up

y friend Daeng who

hasashop in Phuket

says he has had his

best week in five
years. Another friend who drives
ataxi hasalso had agreat month.
He told me, “I have never had
thismany customerswho giveme
such good businessand good tips.
They are redly nice people and
don’'t complain all thetime about
the prices.”

It seems that my friend
Daeng used to rely to alarge ex-
tent on the type of visitors who
tend to hang around inaherd and
wear floppy hats and baggy pants
and who avoid the ocean and the
sun like the plague and want to
bargain for a 10-baht packet of
crisps.

| have never been able to
understand why peoplewho don't
like the sun and the sea would
choose to come to atropical is-
land for avacation.

Yes, they come to a tropi-
cal island and then stay in ahotel
in the middle of town and go to
the market for a day’s outing. |
suppose after last year we should
be grateful for any visitors, but
fortunately the tour companies
and countries that supported
Phuket themost after the tsunami
tend to bring better-spending visi-
torsand its seems—according to
Daeng and the taxi driver — that
their businesses are being fre-
guented by customerswho spend
more freely.

The property industry isalso

LARGER
O FRANT
LIFE

By Graham Doven

showing signs of strong growth
and, interestingly enough, the
market is changing. An increas-
ing number of inquiriesand even
sales are coming from North
America.

Last week | sold an apart-
ment in aPhuket project. Thisin
itself isnot anotable event, asthat
iswhat | do for aliving.

The interesting thing about
itisthat | wasn't in Phuket and
neither was the buyer. In fact, |
was in Australia, spending my
Christmas Day working, mainly
dueto thefact that | hadn’t done
any work for a number of days
and certain deadlineshad arrived
and even passed —something like
the deadline for this column,
whichiswhy | am sitting at home
having breakfast and writing at
the same time.

Anyway, what was notable
wasthat | wassitting in Brisbane
selling an apartment in Thailand
to an American in the US whom
| had never met and who had
never seen the project, except in
email photographs and its web-
site.

He called me after having
confirmed the purchase by email
as he thought that some form of
personal contact would beagood

idea. It was interesting to com-
parethisbuyer with other woul d-
be clients who have spent ayear
coming and going and expect the
price to be the same as their first
visit, regardless of the fact that
costs have increased by as much
as 30% and the fact that 75% of
the project has been sold.

Some people don't under-
stand that those who buy off the
plan are taking arisk for higher
rewards, so there is no chance
that prices will remain the same
throughout the development of
the project.

Sill, that'swhat it'sall about;
handling all types. Since then |
have had several inquiries from
the US and Canada. Other de-
velopments are also reporting
sales to the American market.

One of our buyersfromthe
US has suggested that it was the
tsunami that brought Phuket to
the attention of the American
market. Indeed, while it was a
tragic event, it has made Phuket
famous throughout the world.

Both thetravel industry and
the property industry may be on
the verge of seeing a major up-
turn, not only in numbers, but in
the quality of visitors.

Whilel don't have anything
against the floppy-hat-and-
baggy-pants brigade, they don't
spend any money in the commu-
nity and, inthelong run, we'll be
better off without them. A few
ghost rumors should take care of
them.

Police Raid Marketplace Casino

From the Phuket Gazette, issue of January 1996

TUNG TONG: Police raided an
illegal gambling operation set up
at the weekly Talad Nat, or trav-
eling market, located just across
the road from their Kathu Dis-
trict headquartersin Tung Tong.

The casino had apparently
been a long-standing feature of
the Thursday market, with losses
by punters mounting into the hun-
dreds of thousands of baht. Sang
Tai newspaper reports that
meanwhile, in Patong, wherethe

same vendors meet, a shadowy

godfather is thought to be send-

ing hisminionsout to lurebar girls

into the casino as customers.
The Kathu

Tourist police
raids bag 92

From the Phuket Gazette,
issue of January 15-31, 1996

PATONG: The Phuket Tourist
Police, under their

swoop netted nine THE TIME new inspector, Pol
suspects, al women . Lt Col Supawat
vendorsinthe mar- I I IaChI ne Sookjaroen,

ket, together with
280bahtincashand
a pack of cards.
The other participantsfled inthe
pandemonium of theraid.

&

% sausy® + much more!
ﬁﬂ rices
food, (@ En:\?h;!?u atmospher®

= satellite TV [inc world mews & live English foothall)

58/9 Sol Patong Resort, Bangla Rd, Patong Beach
16678 Chawang Ad, Chaweng Baach, Kah Samui Tied

*open 9 am till late

* happy hours 3 pm - 6 pm

Tel: O7E-34 2685
07 7-230835

Newsfrom thepast

launched a series
of raids from mid-
December to mid-
January. The raids were focused
on people annoying tourists.

Lt Col Supawat expressed
disappointment with the early re-
sults of their efforts.

“We expected to catch
more entertainment venues—the
ones that usually stay open after
the 3 am closing time. But, sur-
prisingly, they al closed ontime.”

But by the end of the cam-
paign, the 35 officersinvolvedin
it had arrested 92 people.

Ninety vendors, 88 Thai and
two Burmese, were charged with
irritating tourists. One person was
arrested for theft and an illegal
immigrant from Nepal wastaken
into custody.

Theannoying vendorswere
fined between 100 and 200 baht.

QSN JRAZ

& “E5 076-396317

www phubsthomestay. comdch

email; casghrazildhidmail com
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CAPRICORN (December 22-January 20): After having weighed up
the pros and cons of a situation, you will come to anew conclusion
thisweek. Those who have already made a verbal commitment will
be able to revise it accordingly; those who have signed any dotted
lines will have to find a scapegoat. Leo may be able to offer afew
pearls of wisdom. Romanceis abreezeif it's your birthday.

AQUARIUS (January 21-February 19): Aquarians who are ready to
take on more work will receive more than one proposal this week.
Scorpio will make the best offer; don’'t be fooled by Cancer’sinvita-
tion, asit really istoo good to betrue. Tuesday isthe most auspicious
day for making your presence known to someone you find attractive.
Wear sapphire blue to help see thingsin perspective.

PISCES (February 20-March 20): Your ability to pay attention to
detail comesinvery useful thisweek when afriend asksfor business
advice. Thisisone favor that won't be forgotten in ahurry. Pisceans
who had given up on arelationship working out will have reason to
think twice. A dream you have early next week holds the answer to
aburning question. Expect to receive asmall cash bonus on Wednes-
day or Thursday.

ARIES (March 21-April 20): The source of arumor isrevealed this
weekend. Arians are advised to control their tempers when they
know who the cul prit is; thisis one acquaintance you shouldn’t upset.
Paperwork is building up to the point when you will betempted sim-
ply to use a shredder. Asking for help from a trusted friend with
better administrative qualitiesthan yourswill solvethe problem. The
number 6 looks promising on Monday.

TAURUS (April 21-May 21): Ideas are slow to get off the ground
until the end of the month. You are advised to concentrate on projects
already begun. Double check financial transactions midweek as a
mistake will be hard to rectify later on. Aquarius makes a surprise
appearance in your life—thisisamost the last person you expected
to see again. The color emerald green helps you to see the light.

GEMINI (May 22-June 21): Your new-found inclination to get back
to basicsdoesn’t go down well with those closeto you. Living for the
moment has lost the appeal it had, but Geminis are advised to guard
against getting too serious. Love at first sight can't be ruled out on
Saturday; so make contact with this person before he or she disap-
pears. Aries cannot be trusted with confidential information.

CANCER (June 22-July 23): Cancerians whose partners are upset
by about of forgetfulness may have to do more than they thought to
make amends. You are advised to make a concrete promise that you
can keep. Single Cancerians didn’t make as much of an impression
over the holiday period asthey had believed; asubtle reminder of this
introduction is called for. The number 4 islucky on Monday.

LEO (July 24-August 22): Expect to receive an indication of thefaster
pace that this year will bring. On Monday or Tuesday, a business
contact comes up with an intriguing plan. Leoswho need moretime
tomull over thisproposal should agree on adefinite datefor giving an
answer, as someone else is waiting in the wings to snap up this op-
portunity. A family matter occupies your attention this weekend.

VIRGO (August 23-September 23): The going istough for Virgoans
trying to establish anew direction. You can be forgiven for thinking
that this was a wrong move, but stay patient and you will reap re-
wardslater thismonth. Someonewith influenceistemporarily other-
wise occupied; they haven't forgotten about you. Pisces comes up
with asurprising ideaon Sunday. If you can drop plansalready made,
amagica mystery tour will brighten up your weekend.

LIBRA (September 24-October 23): Take a friend’s advice regard-
ing unfinished business early in the week. Librans who are tempted
to put the lid on this matter might regret doing so, asit’'s possible to
rekindlethefirewithout getting your fingersburned. “Wherethere's
awill, there'saway” istrue in other areas of your life; a romantic
tug-of-war can also be positively influenced by being more decisive.

SCORPIO (October 24-November 22): Those rose-tinted glasses
should be removed for long enough to prevent you from coming down
from the clouds with a bump later on. Some Scorpios have been
deceiving themselves since the start of this year where a romantic
situation is concerned. A work colleagueis about to put pressure on
— alowing this to happen now could set a negative scene for the
future. The color ivory helpsyou maintain your cool.

SAGITTARIUS (November 23-December 21): Enjoying simpleplea-
sures is the theme for those born under the sign of Sagittarius this
week. You will come to realize that certain areas of your life have
become too complicated, and downsizing is on the agenda for the
rest of January. Financial decisions are best put off until your head
clears; money matters are well-starred next month. Romance blos-
soms on Tuesday when Aries starts to show unusual interest.
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By John ‘Caveman’ Gray

ational parks are not
zoos. In theory, park
animals should lead
their natural lives un-
disturbed by human intervention,
roaming free with their families,
foraging where they can.

We must understand that
wildlife sightings are serendipi-
tous. If you want a guaranteed
sighting, govisitajail for animals
— otherwise known as a zoo.

Ecotourists understand the
game — they don’t always see
wildlife, but that's the trade-off
for allowing the animals their
freedom and anaturd lifestyle.

Unfortunately for Thai-
land’'swildlife, businessoperators
with no concept of nature and no
interestintraining their staff prop-
erly often organize “nature
tours’.

With no natural resources
background, these business own-
ersdon’t even understand theis-
sues — but with money to be
made, who cares?

INVITING PROBLEMS

Freelance sea canoeing guides
get 150-250 baht per day. Com-
bining low pay and alack of train-
ingisjust inviting problems. Un-
knowing tourists may give atip
worth two days wages if they
can just get to feed a monkey.

This short-term thinking
hurts the wildlife and the people
of Thailand.

The day | first witnessed
monkeysbeing fed in Phang Nga
Bay, aclient said hewasbittenin
Thailand 16 years earlier and
hadn’t returned since. He came
to us because of our reputation
for safety — and now other com-
panies were feeding monkeys
around us!

We once declined to take a
SierraClub group for atour in Ta-
lin, north of Ao Nang. They were
shocked, until | saw them at the
next stop. They were white-
faced and still shaking days|ater.

They hadn’t been bitten, but
the environmentalistswere physi-
cally molested and intimidated by
monkeysintight mangrove chan-
nels where kayaks offer no es-
cape. That was five years ago —
and they haven’t been back since.

Well-traveled touristslearn
from national park experiences
worldwide. Feeding bearsin Yel-
lowstone Park or primatesin Af-
ricaisjust asking for trouble.

Why feeding
wildlifelsa
VERY BAD Idea

S0 just what's wrong with
feedingwildlife?

Widlifesaysital. Wild ani-
mals can be dangerous at any
moment, but when exactly isthe
greatest danger? When they are
protecting their young, and guard-
ing “their” food. If you feed wild-
life you are automatically in-
creasing the risk of attack.

There are three basic prob-
lemswith feeding wild animals.

First, when we habituate
them with human contact thisin-
creasesrisk for both parties. Ani-
malsrisk being eaten by the ulti-
mate predator — humans. And
increased human contact also
means increased attacks on hu-
mans — especially when food is
involved.

Second, the food we offer
isusualy unnatural. Thereareno
banana trees on Koh Panak, and
frozen peas don't grow for reef
fish. Wild diets are often highly
specidized, and altered diets are
usually harmful.

Third, constant feeding
makes animals dependent upon
the easy human supply chain.
Families forget how to forage.
Clever and resourceful species
turn into beggars, with negative
effects on family culture.

Two more downsides sur-
faced from observationsmadein
Koh Panak: first, membersof for-
merly close-knit familiesturn on
each other while fighting for
handouts.

Second, thereare now inju-
ries that we've never seen be-
fore. Onefemal e had an open and
infected bitewound on her elbow
— a death sentence in the wild.
An adolescent had abroken arm
incurred in abananafight.

Here monkey monkey monkey, | got a banana for you... Macaques
have canine teeth that can take rip your fingers off, or bits of your

face.

Catching or tranquilizing a
macaque to get it to a vet is vir-
tually impossiblein Panak’ssharp
limestone environment, so it will
die an even slower death.

We' veknownthisfamily of
macaquesfor 16 years, and these
first-ever injuries came as the
result of banana feeding. Last
year’s playful siblings now fight
over scraps.

Silenceis the price we pay
to see our wild relatives. They
aren’t alwaysthere, but whenwe
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work for asighting, rewards are
always greater. My most memo-
rable Panak experiencewastalk-
ing amacaque down a300-meter
cliff to converse with eye con-
tact — the macaque in atree just
above my guests — and no ba-
nanas were involved.

Solutionsare easy:

* First, national parks can
enforce the law. Rangers tell us
that feeding park wildlife carries
a2,000-baht fine, but they are so
busy collecting entry fees that
thereis no manpower to enforce
thefines. Handing out afew fines
could well stop macaquefeeding.

* Licensing guides in na-
tional parks is vital, including
wildlifeand environmental train-
ing. Whatever happensnow isn’t
working.

* Signage in al major lan-
guages leads to self-enforce-
ment. Generally speaking, when
people understand, they care.

* Finally, educate tourists
comingto Thailand. In-flight mov-
ies and airport signage promote
and protect Thailand's wildlife
would help. None of these solu-
tions is expensive and can help
prevent your child being bitten by
those long macague canines.

Ultimately, smply follow the
nature ethic all ecotourists em-
brace: leave things as they are
and move on.

John Gray started commercial
sea kayaking tours in Hawaii
in 1983, and moved to Phuket
six years later, setting up the
first sea kayaking operation in
Phang Nga Bay, the multi-
award-winning SeaCanoe. To-
day he runs John Gray's Sea-
Canoe, also based in Phuket.
For more information call Tel:
076-254506.

p o,

GOURMET HOME SERVICE
FOR THE FINEST KITCHENS IN PHUKET

Now you can order from our extensive range of
mmported gourmet food and local items and have
them delivered o your managed villa estate or
privaie home. Beef, veal, lamb, pork, poultry,
seafood, cheese, ham, vegetables & wines.

For a product list please contact:
Tel: 076-253024-9 Fax: 076-216425
Email: salespmifiicscoms.com
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Naturism market may have
to remain untapped

The proposal by foreign businessmen to open a*“ naturist” or “cloth-
ing-optional” retreat somewhere in Phuket (see Inside Sory) brings
into focus a number of misconceptions about Thai culture held by
foreigners — and vice versa.

The near-unanimousrejection of the proposal during a Septem-
ber meeting of top-level provincial officialscited “ cultural concerns’
as the reason why such a resort would be inappropriate for Phuket.

To be sure, Phuket’s Thai Buddhist majority is generaly quite
conservative when it comes to nudity in the context of preserving
“Thai values’.

For our Muslim friends, nudity is proscribed asamatter of reli-
giousbelief. Christians, likewise, though to alesser extent these days,
frown upon the exposure of skin to public view.

Theresort, as described by its would-be devel opers, would be
completely private and totally in keeping with the aims of the naturist
“movement”, which has more to do with overcoming one’s sexual
urgesthan giving in to them.

Have our leaders missed an opportunity here? The Interna-
tional Naturist Federation has some 200 resortsin Europe alone, and
850 around the world. That seemslike alot of tourism potential.

After al, gays, too, are generally frowned upon by most reli-
gions and have also been branded as being in conflict with Thai val-
ues, yet this did not stop Phuket from seizing on the commercial
opportunities offered by the recent Nation V gay party.

Phuket’s tourism business already features agreat deal of non-
Thai-value, un-Buddhist, un-1slamic and un-Christian activity. Top-
less sunbathing, prostitution, drinking and meat barbecuesareall part
of the equation. There have never been serious attemptsto ban these.

Still, if anudist retreat were allowed to be developed here, it is
difficult to see where it would be sited. The location would have to
provide not only adequate privacy for the “naturists’, but it would
also have to beisolated enough to keep them from prying eyes and
exposure to those who might be offended. In Phuket there are no
longer that many placesfitting that description.

Even more problematicisthat fact that naturist resorts are com-
monly found along beaches, and it isin just such alocation that the
developerswould like to establish one in Phuket.

In Thailand, however, all beachesare—at least in law — public
land. Asitisdtill illegal to go naked in public, it ishard to seehow a
beachside nudist resort could ever operate here legally under exist-

inglegidation. - The Editor
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Hey you! You need suit?
You NEED suitin

Letjers

The Gazetteis pleased to receive mail from read-
ers. Please write to us at 367/2 Yaowarat Rd,
Amphur Muang, Phuket 83000, fax to 076-213971
or send an email to editor@phuketgazette.net

Stand and ddliver

I wasin Phuket in December and
noticed that many tuk-tuks do not
havetheir farelist displayed. This
is one way of gouging tourists,
with some fares as expensive as
600 baht past midnight.

The drivers explain away
these prices by saying that they
lost too much money because of
thetsunami and that itisnow high
season and the touristswill come
back anyway so now’sasgood a
timeasany torip them off. | once
saw atourist and hisgirl pay 1,000
baht from Banana Disco to
Phuket City.

This is atrocious highway
robbery!

The tuk-tuk drivers know
that tourists badly need transport
and have no choice but to take a
tuk-tuk, which isthe only decent
form of transport in Phuket.

Tourists like me will think
twice about coming back again!

Kenji Kunni
Hong Kong

M ost unfair

The police had better get busy and
start arresting most tuk-tuk driv-
ers.

I look in all the tuk-tuks
when | goto Lotusor Big C—as
well as on the streets of Patong
—toseeif they aredisplaying their
fare signs. Not one does. | have
yet to see asingle tuk-tuk with a
fare sign on board.

Andy Greenlay
Rawai

Barkingmad

Many local residents and tourists
areupset regarding the latest pro-
posal to remove dogs from
Phuket’s beaches and streets.
The maths of the situation don’t
make sense. How isit humanely

possible to put any more dogsin
an aready inadequatefacility that
only has room for 500 animals,
and there are at least 430 there
already?

Thereisnot enough food or
medical attention for the existing
inhabitants, sothey arecertainto
tear new arrivalsapart. Goinginto
temples to sterilize animalsis a
waste of money and time, asmost
of them have already been steril-
ized, either by the dog charities
or by individual animd loverswho
regularly visit them to provide
food, medical assistance and take
new “dumpees’ for sterilization.

Resources would be much
better spent on arranging steril-
ization clinics with an education
program, for example at Thai
schools during weekends.

Until peopleare prepared to
take responsibility for their dogs
and cats, theanimalswill be con-
sidered as adisposable commod-
ity. | should imagine that the av-
erage Thai dog-owner would
never take the trouble to “regis-
ter” hisor her pet.

This seems a particularly
sad way to start 2006 — the Chi-
nese Year of the Dog.

ElsaFox
Rawai

Livestock Office Chief Sunart
Wobngchawalit has clarified that
only sick or elderley dogs will
be taken to the pound. Others
will be “ snipped” and released.
— The Editor.

Countryramble

| just wanted to give the local
policeabig hand for their efforts
in trying to keep our roads safe.
We are dealing with an interna-
tional community and the rules
are different in different coun-
tries.

We don’t have cameras in

with your views for publication in our next issue.
We reserve the right to edit all letters. Pseud-
onyms are acceptable only if your full name and
address are supplied.

America in most places, and
thank God —all we need aremore
Big Brother tactics.

What are people complain-
ing about? Do you want to turn
this into some kind of prison
camp? Thisis Thailand, not En-
gland or God else knows where
all these complainerscomefrom.

Did you come here from
somewhere el se because you did
not likeit there, expecting to come
here and maketherest of usmis-
erable? Don't you like it? Then
go back to the gray skies.

Motorcycles need some
right of way; do you want all of
usto get carsand really create a
traffic jam?

“Bubba’

Name and address withheld

Control thesprawl

Now that the first anniversary of
thetsunami has passed, itisgood
to read through your pagesonthe
Internet that Phuket is back on
its feet and attracting tourists
once more.

| do hope, however, that the
rebuilding effort in those parts of
the island worst-affected by the
tsunami has been dlightly more
controlled in terms of forward
planning, and that development
has been thought through before
being allowed to proceed.

| visited Phuket with my
family two years ago. | saw the
television coverage after the tsu-
nami struck, and saw the extent
of the devastation in Patong.

Many “temporary” struc-
tures were destroyed by the gi-
ant waves, and the only “benefit”,
if I can call it that, must have
been the opportunity to begin
again in terms of controlling ur-

ban sprawl. )
Richard Stevens

Dublin

L etters conveying views and suggestions are published here. Those seeking comment from government
officials or business owners are published as |ssues & Answers on the facing page.
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Shock! Horror! Could UK
press be exaggerating?

t's odd: provide the British

media with a story, like the

worst natural disasterin liv-

ing memory, and thejournal-
istswill arrive on your doorstep
to sympathizejust assoon asthey
can get aflight.

Yet if you have the temer-
ity to get back on your feet and
make yourself attractive once
more, they will turnonyoulikea
pack of rabid dogs.

Recently, an article appear-
ed in the UK press that some lo-
cal peoplefelt wasirresponsible;
but they should not have been
surprised.

When the tsunami struck in
December 2004, the British me-
diabrought the story into homes
inBritaininagenerally sensitive
and informative way.

But once that news story
was out, many of the reporters
seemed to revert to type and we
began to see sensational, voy-
euristic articles complete with
“facts” twisted to fit, and
“quotes’ from people who later
flatly denied saying any suchthing
or from others who wondered
why their words had been twisted
So gratuitoudly.

Patong Beach is, it must be
said, atabloidjournalist'sdream.
Men drinking too much beer,
watching football, and generally
enjoying themselves.

Women dancing in and on
bars, sometimes trying to entice
customers in, and the nightly
show at the end of Soi Crocodile
providing more column-inch op-
portunities than you can shake a
stick at.

FIRST

PERSON

recent article in a major British news-
paper about pedophilia was seen by
some as a gross exaggeration of the
sleazier side of Patong’s night life. Several
people quoted in the article claim to have had
their words distorted and others say that the

facts were twisted.

Briton Steve Finn, who spends much
of the year in Phuket, rises to the island’s de-
fense with words about the responsibility of
the media to report accurately and sensibly.

But the reality is that our
newspapers and their fearless
reporters want more than “girls
dance on bars; shock horror!” So
what we get is “scantily clad
teenage girls dancing on barsin
sex clubs; shock horror!” Which,
of course, sells more newspa-
pers.

Not that they check their
facts, such asthe age of the girls
they are writing about, for in-
stance. Nor do they seek the per-
mission of thosethey write about,
or explain what a*“sex club” is.

British people are fasci-
nated by Thailand. The country’s
profile has grown remarkably in
recent years and is now high on

thelist of desirablelong-haul holi-
day destinations. British newspa-
pers know this, and so of course
Thailand is now firmly in their
sightsaswell.

When a reporter takes up
station in a Soi Bangla bar 100k-
ing for astory, hewill be paid for
doing so. Should he write an ar-
ticleabout exploitation, beit of the
girls working in the bar or the
children hawking flowers and
gum?

Does he pay the subject for
the story? No, he will take some
notes, maybe a quote or two,
stitch them together and make a
saleable piece of work from
them.

The subject, bargirls or
flower girls, will never seeapenny
from the sale of the article writ-
ten about them. So just who is
exploiting whom?

People still trust newspa-
persand havearidiculous notion
that they will play fair, which
shouldrealy compel journdiststo
report raw facts and allow us to
make our own minds up.

Yet even our so-called “in-
telligent” journalsroutinely trash
places and people without any
consideration for local businesses
or people who aready have as
many problems as they can
handle.

Why can they not under-

stand that with power comes an
obligation to beresponsible?

People want to know about
Thailand; it is exotic and yet ac-
cessible. They devour everything
written about the place and when
some journalist reports that
Patong is ahaven for pedophiles
—asreportedinthisarticle— they
tend to believeit.

Thenight lifeof Patong may
not be to everyone's taste, but
that does not makeit abad place.
Pious reporters may well be of-
fended at the sight of a young
Thai girl with an older Western
man, but that does not give them
the right to paint every man in
town as a pedophile waiting to
pounce.

It seemsto methat thetypi-
cal Britishjournalistisno longer
on a mission to bring truth and
justice into British living rooms
from faraway places. He is on
thegravy train and, unfortunately,
it stopsin Patong these days.

| got very agitated about the
first few of these cheap-shot ar-
ticlesand took to emailing editors:
“Dear Sir, | challengeyouto...”
but after receiving a few stock
responsesand beingignored alot,
I changed tactics.

| still email them, but these
days| steal aline from someone
far more original than me: “ Dear
Sir, | amcurrently sat inthesmall-
est room in the house with your
publication. | haveyour offensive
articlein front of me.

“It will very shortly be be-
hind me and thence back down
the sewer to join your good
selves once more.”

Do | need permission to build

ahome extension, and do
| need apermit to digawell?

| want to extend my home by
adding acoupl e of bedroomsand
a bathroom. Local builders say
that | do not need planning per-
mission from the OrBorTor
[ Tambon Administration Organi-
zation] for this. Isthistrue?
Also, | want to have a new
well dug on the land —a conven-
tiona well, not adeepwell. | seem
to recall that there was a com-
mittee that was supposed to ex-
amineapplicationsfor thedigging
of wells. Doesthiscommittee still
exist? How do | go about apply-
ing for permission?
James Fergus
Pa Khlok

Aphichart Deekongseang,
Chief of Public Works of Pa
Khlok OrBorTor, replies:

If you want to extend your
home you must get a permit to
do so from the Public Works
Department of PaKhlok OrBor-
Tor.

If you are Thai you should
bring copies of the following
documents: houseregistration, ID
card and certificate of ownership.
These copies should be the same
sizeastheoriginals.

If you are foreign, you
should bring the company regis-
tration of the company that owns
theland, your passport and work

permit (if you have one) and the
land papers. The person who has
the authority to sign and stamp
paperwork for the company must
also come.

Once the officials have
these documents and have
checked that they are complete,
youwill receive permissionfor the
extension.

Asto digging a well, Sec-
tion 23 of the Digging and Filling
of Soil Act of 2543 (2001) speci-
fies that the opening of the well
may be no more than 4 sgquare
meters in area.

Thereisno need to get per-
mission before digging thewell.

| ssues&
ANSWERS

Do you have a question about how things are
done in Phuket? Want to pitch an idea to the
powers that be?

If so, then write to: The Phuket Gazette, 367/2
Yaowarat Rd, Muang, Phuket 83000. Fax 076-
213971, or submit your issue at
www.phuketgazette.net

Can | bring my Filipina
maid to Thailand?

My family and | are planning to
move to Phuket. We would like
to bring with usour Filipinamaid,
whoislikeamember of thefam-

ily.
Isthis possible for usto do
this?If so, what isthe procedure?
JohnHiggs

Sawang Bunyarad, an officer
inthework permit office of the
Phuket Provincial Labour Of-
fice, replies:

Foreignersmay not work as
maidsin Thailand because work-
ing as a domestic is one of the
occupations reserved for Thais.
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ON THE MOVE

Phonasi “Tae” Char-
oensri, 40, from Chon
Buri, hasbeen appointed
Genera Manager of the
Access Pool Resort &
Spaat Karon beach. He
graduated from Witta-
yanukorn University’s
faculty of Hotel and
Tourism Management,
and previously worked
asthe Director of Sales
at Tri AsaHotel & Re-
sort Co Ltd.

three years.

Kanya “Nor”
30, originally from Phayao,
has been appointed Spa
Manager of Elements Spa
at the Access Pool Resort
& SpainKaron. Shegradu-
ated from Phuket Technol-
ogy Vocational School with
a diploma in Hotel Busi-
ness. She has eight years
experienceinthe spaindus-
try, and previously was Spa
Manager at The Chedi for

Norkan,

Joeri Schreurs, from Bel-
gium, is the new Executive
Chef at the Renaissance
Koh Samui Resort & Spa.
Fascinated with food from
the age of six, he was en-
rolled in Belgium's leading
hotel school in Koksijde by
the age of 13 and began ex-
ploring the cuisine of Asia
upon graduation. Before
coming to Thailand, he
worked in Vietnam, Hong
Kong and Maaysia.

| TISSUES
“By John Seebach .

very once in awhile, |

liketo share someof the

more pertinent questions

romreaders. Thisgives

me a chance to show which

guestions are on many users’

minds and the best answers that

| can come up with. Here are a
few recent examples.

Q: My computer just gave me a
message that “ Windows has Per-
formed anlllega Operation”. Did
| do somethingwrong?lsthisthe
beginning of afull system crash?

A: There are severa possible
causesof thiserror: most timesit
isasmpleglitchin how Windows
uses your hardware.

For example, there could
have been an error when the sys-
tem was writing to the hard disk
or possibly there is a section of
your RAM (random access
memory) that isbeginning to mal-
function. This problem usually
sortsitself out because Windows
is able to avoid doing the same
thing that caused the error.

However, if this problem
persists, you may need to run the
Repair Windows utility which can
be found on your original Win-
dowsdisks.

[tinerary Visa Run Trip (Hadyai)
NO.1 paily Trip
By Phuket Air
[Start at 11.05am. to 18,00pm.)
OME DAY ONLY

110540, Departyrs by BRS22 1o Hadys

1205480 Arrreal Hadyai Inernatcral Anpor
Transfer fo Bordar | TharWalay )
Eadac-Changloon |SICT

13:10P8. Immigration prosess

14 10PM Trmnehar Duech Hadyal
Foernajonal dinge

15 10PM Hachyai internsbonal Ajrpod
Check n, Ledsurs ot Alrport ard
wat hor e fight

16:50FP%. Depariure by BR525 o Phukst

End of Program

PRICE
ADULT
CHILDNZ-12YRS)
INFANT

Program Includes:
“hirtickel PrueetHadm Pt

“Transier From Hadyal Airpor 80 bonder,
roundirip, {SIC) (*Saat in Coach]

Exnclides:

“itia lee

lllegal Windows? Is
this the beginning

of areal p

Simply put the CD into your
computer and select Repair Win-
dows.

Q: When | am in my office, |
can connect to the Internet and
our LAN (local area network)
without any difficulties. However,
whenever | travel and try to use
thelnternet provided inahotel, it
just doesn’t work. What can | do?

A: There is usually one simple
cause of this; your technicians
have set up a static |P address
for your computer.

Every computer needs an
IP (Internet protocol) address so

W are doing :
Domestic and Internaticnal
Airlimes Ticket
Dutbound Packags
Hotel Reservation
Wisa fior Vietnam, Laos, China
India

[ Mota: This 1s only Visa Extension 1
For Stamp I and QLT at bordir.
Ay exlrg edpencel [l Afe Yol
perporility

that it can be identified on your
LAN and aso to gain access to
the Internet.

An analogy is a house,
which has an address so that the
occupants can receive mail and
so that friends or relatives can
findittovisit.

If your technicians have set
up a fixed IP address for your
computer, they can control many
things about the LAN including
security and access control. How-
ever, this IP address will only
work onyour LAN, sowhenyou
try to connect to apublic Internet
or even another LAN, your IP
address is not recognized.

The best way to solve this
isto haveyour technicians set up
a dynamic IP address so that
wherever you try to connect, you
will get an addressfrom that sys-
tem.

Q: My children use my computer
to surf the Net and to play
games; they have even been
known to do their homework on
it. The problem isthat they keep
trying toinstall new programsthat
either do not work or evenworse,
crash my computer so that | have
to take it to your shop for are-
build. How can | stop this?

A: Buy them their own computer
and make them pay for any re-
pairs? Just kidding. | suggest that
you set up a limited log-on ac-
count specifically for their use
and put a password on your ex-
isting user account.

Here'show todoit: click on
the Start button, go into the Con-
trol Panel and click on Users
Accounts. Here you can set up a
new account just for them in
which they won't be able to in-
stall anything whenlogged on.

an?

Click on Create a New
Account, enter the name you
want to give it, and click Next.
Then select Limited and click on
Create Account. It is important
to click on Limited because this
will restrict their ability to really
mess things up.

If you want this new ac-
count to have a password, click
on Change an Account and then
click onthe new account you just
created. There you will see an
option to Create a Password.
Click on this and then enter the
password you want to give to
them. Finally, you must set up a
password for your existing ac-
count so they cannot log on as
someone who hasright to install
new software.

Click on Change Another
Account (top left of the screen),
click on your account and enter
a new password. Now you are
the only one who can create new
accounts, install software or
changeyour computer’s configu-
ration.

Q: Lately, my computer hasbeen
running very slowly. | can seethe
hard disk light blinking like crazy,
even when | am not running any
programs or touching the key-
board. Is thisa virus or is there
something wrong with my com-
puter?

A: It could be a virus but more
likely, it is caused by an untidy
hard disk that is no longer effi-
ciently storing data. | suggest that
you first upgrade your anti-virus
program with thelatest virusdefi-
nitions. You can do this by start-
ing your anti-virus program and
click on Update.

If you do not have any anti-
virusprograminstalled, shameon

you. Contact agood service com-
pany and get this done immedi-
ately — it is not a safe world out
there.

If, after running afull virus
scan, you are still experiencing
problems, then the problem is
most likely the hard disk where
your filesareinefficiently stored
all over.

Try running Defrag, which
is a Windows utility that cleans
things up and finds better ways
to store the files on your hard
disk.

First close all open pro-
gramsincluding anti-virus, MSN
or Yahoo Chat. Now click Start
> Programs> Accessories> Sys-
tem Tools > Disk Defragmenter.

Here you can run two utili-
ties— Analyze and Defragment;
| suggest running Analyze first
because it will let you know if
thereisaserious problem before
actualy defragmenting your files.
Oncethe Analyze sessioniscom-
plete, choose Defragment and go
and have dinner or go to bed as
this can take along time.

| enjoy receiving emailsand
now that | have a good VP of
Operations working in our com-
pany, | have time to answer
them. Please feel free to contact
me with more questions, com-
ments and even suggestions of
what | should write about next.

John Seebach has 25 years’
consulting experience in infor-
mation systems and business
process re-engineering. His
company, Island Technology,
offers IT solutions and broad-
band services throughout
Southeast Asia. For more in-
formation, send an email to
john@islandtechnol ogy.com



January 14 - 20, 2006

PHUKET GAZETTE 29

Laguna Resort Entrance
Tel: 076 271 430, 01-TET5354
Email: totofdphuket ksc.co.th

www. totophuket.com

TS Yerreersd ©d., Wusng. Frofsl £000

DREAM HOME
SEARCH

{Near Phulet Aquariam)
SARDIDET ROAD, PHUKET
Tied: |07 ) SWIHAS

Tel; (076} 21-1839

from §L30-R5000 pmad 17, 30-2:000 e
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~ Nanai Rd, Patong. ~ Thara Patong Hotel, Thaweewong Rd, Patong. THEN CALL
~ Sainamyen intersection (next to Subway ~ Maeluan Rd (diagonally opp. 7-Eleven), Phuket THE
restaurant), Patong. Town. ' HOLMES 4 HOMES!
" Sawatdirak Rd (near Patong Hospital), Patong.  ~ Yaowarat 50i 2 Rd, Phuket Town. Call Gary at Tel: (4-0568420
~ Rat-U-Thit 200 Pi Rd (opp. 7-Eleven), Patong. ~ Chaofa (East) Rd (opp. Big-One Supermarket), WM
Phuket Town. www.garysholmes-associates.com

Starting this month,
Phuket Gazette will be available at
all FamiIEMart |nutlet5 in Phuket:

Tel: 09-1556387, 07-8933635 (|

r/ Paradise

Palm Willa
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= Small, gated community with 39 homes

= [deal family house: 3 bedrsoms, 2 bathrooms
= T rrind 1o irbernational schoal

« 5 mina to Royal Phuket Marina

= 10 mins to Mission Hills Galf Course

= 15 mins to Swrin Beach

From 1.79 million baht
All facing pool & gardens
Only 2 houses left.

g) Fax: 076-292784 E-mail: sgoneco@yahoo.com [ www.sgonedevelopments.com

See [SSULES & ANSWERS at www.phuketgazette.net
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Gold goes up,
buyers give up

By Sangkhae Leelanapaporn
& Natcha Yuttaworawit

PHUKET: Gold shopsin Phuket
took aheavy blow in 2005 asthe
priceof gold soared to 10,350 baht
per baht-weight (15.16 grams) by
the end of the year.

According to the Gold
Trade Association, the price of
gold breached 10,000 baht per
baht on November 1 for the first
time ever. The highest peak, re-
corded adecade earlier, had been
6,500 baht.

Over the year, the price of
gold rose 24%, from 8,350 baht
on January 3 to 10,350 baht on
December 30.

Sasiwimon Sakkasemkrit,
owner of Benjaporn Jewelry on
Montri Road, which has been in
business 20 years, told the Ga-
zette, “ Theimpact of the tsunami
on our business was a decrease
in sales of about 40%. And be-
cause the price of gold has been
rising steadily, peoplewant to sl
rather than buy. Many people are
also pawning their gold.

“There are so many gold
shopson Phuket and competition
is tiff, [though] customers are
loyd to ashop that providesgood

service and is flexible,”
added.

Tippayawan Limthongnop-
pakoon, Manager of BR Gold
Smith, which has four branches
in Phuket, agreed that 2005 was
not agood year for business.

“At the beginning of the
year, business was affected by
the tsunami and then by the end
of the year the price of gold had
increased and people didn’t have
themoney to buy, or foundit dif-
ficult to decide to buy gold this
high season.

“Usually for Chinese New
Year [on January 29 this year],
business owners will buy gold
itemsfor their employees, but this
year no one has started buying
here yet. | think they may have
decided to buy something other
than gold.

“Most of my customersare
bringing in gold to pawn because
they believethe price of gold will
increase [to more than cover the
redemption price]. | think theris-
ing price of gold is a trend that
will continuein the future.”

Benjamas Tanertthanasom-
bat, owner of the Thongthip Gold
Shop on Montri Road said, “We
opened this shop nearly 10 years
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Sasiwimon Sakkasemkrlt owner of Benjaporn Jewelry People want to sell rather than buy.’

ago. The economy has suffered
due to the tsunami and when
people have less income, they
cannot buy gold. After the tsu-
nami, our sales fell about 35%.
Although we used to have regu-
lar customers and sold gold to
hotel executives for staff parties

or for New Year gifts, now many
people have changed their buy-
ing habits.

“Actually, | hope that the
gold pricewill not continueto in-
crease, but, who knows? After
all, thepricein 2006 will depend
on the world economy which in

turn depends on many influences,
such as fuel prices,” she added.

“1 really want the govern-
ment to assist the economy of
Southern Thailand, and | believe
local people should be honest and
service-minded so we can attract
more customers.”
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The advantages and disadvantages
of ‘command’ economies

refer in this article to a let-

ter published in the Phuket

Gazette last week by reader

Jeffrey Galko, who made
some comments about my article
of December 31, 2005 headlined
“A good outlook for 2006".

Mr Galko assumes that |
have a preference for “com-
mand” economies and dictator-
ship over democracy and free
markets. Nothing could befurther
from the truth. He draws his as-
sumptions from my statement:
“India’s disadvantage — if com-
pared to China — is that it is a
democracy”.

Perhapsit would have been
more accurate to have described
China’s current economic policy
as being a “hybrid command
economy”. Inreality, thisissplit-
ting hairs. The Chinese govern-
ment is still very involved in the
economy, to afar greater degree
thanwould becommoninademo-
cratic country.

LIMITED

| put “command” economy inin-
verted commas because its ad-
vantageislimited to being ableto
change situationswithout lengthy
political debate.

Manmohan Singh, the In-
dian Prime Minister, made the
same point in a speech in 2005.
He was comparing India and
Chinainthiscontext.

Obviously, democracy and
free markets are far preferable
to dictatorships with socialist/
communist or any other eco-
nomic policies.

I mentioned that India
started economic liberalizationin
1991, 12 years after China had
taken this route. Previously, In-
dia was a democracy, but its
economy was virtually a social-
ist-type model. It may not have
had a Soviet-style approach, but
it was so “bogged down” with
subsidies, bureaucratic “red tape”
and so on asto be ineffectivein
raising the living standard of its
population.

Mr Galko appears to have
missed the following sentence:
“Chinaalso started its economic

By Richard Watson

liberdizationearlier, givingital2-
year lead over India’. That is
hardly praise for China's previ-
ous economic policies. Nowhere
did I even mention communism.
Please note that my column deals
with economicsand markets; | try
to limit as much as possible any
reference to politics.

Looking at China, we seea
“communist” government that
has been forced to face reality
and changeitseconomic policies
by 180 degrees. | have stated in
previousarticlesthat the Chinese
government facesavery difficult
historical situation. It still has
many old “smokestack” indus-
tries, which the government can-
not close down immediately as
thiswould cause massive unem-
ployment.

What they are trying to
achieve is to allow the creation
of afree market which will lead
to rapid economic growth, allow-
ing for employment opportunities
for job-seekers. Thisis a mam-
moth task; not only do they wish
torid the country of theold com-
munist industrieswhich aretotally
outdated and inefficient, they aso
have to deal with massive num-
bers of previously rural inhabit-
ants heading for the cities.

The total amount of labor
“on the move’ isestimated to be
larger than the combined popula-
tion of Western Europe.

Thefuture path for the Chi-
nese economy, as is the case in
the present and has been in the
past, isto rely heavily on export-
led economic growth which, in
turn, enables the domestic
economy to expand. The Chinese

Krabi La Plava Resart
143 Moo 3 T.Acnang
A Muang Krabi &1000 -
Tel: 075-63T015-20 Pax: 0T5-605407. %8

Emall: info@krabilaplays.com

-

www krabllaplave.com &

Looking at
China, we see
a ‘communist’
government
that has been
forced to face
reality

government faces some huge
challenges — it is in some ways
similar to Japan in the 1960swhen
the latter was referred to as a
“bicycle economy”. This refers
to the need to keep forward mo-
mentum (economic growth). If it
failsto achievethis... well, weall
know what happensto stationary
bicycles.

Chinaisalsointhe process
of privatizing its banking sector.
The banks in many cases had to
“write off” some substantial bad
loansforced on them by local and
national political figures.

It is no coincidence that
many of these now privatized
bankswill have asubstantial for-
eign shareholding, and that most
of the foreign shareholding will
be by one acceptable foreign
bank for each new privatized en-
tity.

The Chinese banking sys-
tem needs foreign expertise, and
the easiest and most efficient way
of achieving thisresult isto have
aforeign partner who not only in-
jects capital, but also personnel
and advanced banking systems.

However, the Chinese
economy is not quite so open as
Mr Galko appearsto believe. One
example is the China National
Offshore Oil Corporation

(CNOOC), which made a take-
over bid in 2005 for US oil com-
pany UNOCAL —asubsidiary of
Chevron Corporation.

+

without lengthy

Indian Prime Minister Manmohan

Singh believes the advantage of a

‘command’ ecomony, like China’s,
Isits ability to change things
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political debate.

CNOOQOC is a public com-
pany, and its shares are listed on
one of the Chinese stock ex-
changes. The takeover bid met
with a hostile political reception
inthe USfor onereason only: the
major shareholder in CNOOC is
the Chinese government with a
70% stake. The Chinese govern-
ment controls many “listed pub-
liccompanies’.

| welcome readers’ com-
mentsand, infact, | receive many
emailstowhich | awaysrespond.
Itisimpossiblefor meto always

agree with every reader’s point
of view.

Even within my own client
base, it is not uncommon for cli-
ents to want to have their own
approach —athough most do take
my advice.

Richard Watson runs Global
Portfolios Co Ltd, a Phuket-
based personal financial plan-
ning service. He can be
reached at Tel: and Fax: 076-
381997, Mobile: 01-0814611;
Email: imm@Ioxinfo.co.th
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Business is bubbling for Phuket dive industry

ourists have never been

more welcome on Phu-

ket than nowadays.

And people are coming
back in droves.

Asaresult, the high season
isinfull swing and thedivingin-
dustry isflourishing as never be-
fore.

Theproof of thisisthat dive
operators are scrambling to find
qualified instructors whereas, in
the past, there was never ashort-
age.

PADI course directors in
Phuket have certified more than
50 new open-water instructorsin
just one month. And Phuket
seemsto have one of the highest
number of course directors in
Asia

One course director stands
out. Mona Fristedt, Managing
Director of Oceanic Divecenter,
is the only female course direc-
tor in Phuket, proving that diving
isnot totally amale domain.

Mona has again begun
teaching Instructor Devel opment
Courses(IDCs), after ashort hia-
tus last season. (An IDC is nec-
essary for dive masters wishing
to graduate to being open-water
instructors).

Shesaid, “My next IDCwill
be in February and I'm really
looking forward to teaching
again.”

She will be doing IDC
courses in English and Swedish
and may even have a group of
hearing-impaired instructor can-
didates this season.

She added, “ Oceanic Dive
Center’s staff ismade up of 75%
women, including thedriver.”

Living the life: Liveaboardsare
also busy. | have had a few of-
fersto return to the Similansfull
time, and the Gazette's former
diving columnist Chris Cruz can
befoundin the Similansthis sea-
son.

I I.
i service the highs
fitness facilities 1o n
RO

CALL DLIE SHUONY KUURS TOHRAY

PHLFKET
Telz (=T ) 355 M40 Fax:
E-mail: Phuket@searasporis.co
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URFACE

By Sylvia Yaffe

Although | have opted to
spend my days closer to the purr
of anair conditioner rather than to
that of an air compressor, | did
manage to get to the Similans
aboard Moby Dick’s new luxury
liveaboard, M/V Nautica.

The Similansarestill my fa-
voriteplaceintheworld, and | was
happy to seethat thediving istill
great. | am also happy to report
that further north, at Koh Bon, |
had one of my best manta dives
ever —45 minuteswith agorgeous
manta ray that was completely
black ontop—something I’ d never
seen before and asight I'll never
forget.

Swift recovery: Tom Yang is a
PADI instructor who has his own
Cdlifornia-based diving company
and frequently brings groups of
diversto Phuket.

Hehasbeen diving in Phuket
for nearly four years and brought
a group with him in March last
year.

Tom said, “ We came back to
support the area and to assess the
damage for ourselves.” He was
very impressed with Phuket's
“amazingly fast” recovery. Speak-
ing about the Similans, he added,
“The seven divers who had never
been here before thought the div-
ing was excellent.” He said that
there was some noticeable dam-
age, but the diving was still great
and he will continue to bring cus-
tomersfor liveaboard trips.

New destinations: Two live-
aboard companieshavedecided to
add some variety to their itinerar-

.. B

Friends for many years, Mona Fristedt of Oceanic Divecenter and
Lotta Hansson of Moby Dick Adventures.

ies. M/Y Genesis | from Sea
Bees and Nautica from Moby
Dick have special expeditions
planned to Tarutao National
Park in the south, also taking in
the Butang |slands.

Apart from Koh Lipe, all
theidandsinthisarchipelagoare
uninhabited. Patrick Catellani,
Managing Director of Moby
Dick, said, “We wanted to try
something different and explore
anew area” M/V Nautica is

Come HOME
to your GYM

and exercise
at your own
CONVENIENCE

plan, supply
st g

doing a seven-day trip, leaving
April 11.

SeaBeesalso hasasix-day
trip scheduled to Tarutao in April
aboard M/Y Genesis I, but this
is aready sold out. Another is
plan-ned, leaving January 24.

Both companies also have
regularly scheduled liveaboard

trips to Hin Daeng and Hin
Muang, famous for their manta
and whal eshark sightings.

Eco-snorkeling: Also new this
season from Moby Dick are snor-
kel tourson the recently launched
M/Y Sea Gypsy. Cruise director
Lotta Hansson has 10 years' ex-
periencein diving around Phuket
and has designed two itineraries
inthe spirit of ecotourism, which
shesaysarethefirst of their kind
in Phuket.

One of thetripsisan “eco-
logical adventure combined with
knowledge acquisition”. In addi-
tionto snorkelingin Ao Makham,
it includes a guided tour at the
recently reopened Phuket Aqua-
rium, atrip to the new Khao K hat
viewpoint, which hasa360° view
encompassing the Phi Phi Idands
and Phang Nga Bay.

Lotta said she is excited
about the tours, adding that the
snorkelingwill beinlocationssel-
dom visited by other boats. She
declined to reveal the exact lo-
cation, saying only, “ Guestswill
be able to snorkel at a beach on
Phuket that is reachable only by
boat.”

She added that both tours
will includefull ecological brief-
ings about marine life and the
importance of nature conserva-
tion.

Mona Fristed can be contacted
at: mona@oceanicdivecenter.
com. For information on Sea
Bees liveaboard trips see the
website: www.sea-bees.com.
For information on Moby Dick
liveaboard trips see www.
liveaboard-thailand.com. For
more on the company’s snor-
keling tours, contact: lotta@
moby-dick-adventures.com

Queen Mary tops Patong Darts League

PATONG: Queen Mary sits atop
the table after taking all three
points on the road against last
season’s champs Nag's Head,
now playing as Winchester.

In terms of beer, it was a
good week for away teams.

Every team playing on the
road won the beer leg except
Piccadilly, who fell victim to a
remarkable three-dart finish by
Rene of Big Boss, who put the
beer-winning arrow into the
double 14.

108/74 Chalermprakiat Rd,
T. Rassada, Phuket, B3000,

s TEemgdr-

DO0DY'OM&aRGCER

January 3 results: Winchester
3 Queen Mary* 6; Two Black
Sheep 4 Vahala* 5; Shakers 6
Offshore* 3; Didi’s4 Amigos* 5;
The Boss Bar* 1 Piccadilly 8;
Coyote 7 Dog's Bollocks* 2.

(* = Winners of beer leg)

January 17 matchups: Win-
chester v Dog's Bollocks, Two
Black Sheep v Amigos; Shakers
v Vahalla; The Boss Bar v Off-
shore; Didi’sv Queen Mary; Coy-
otev Vahala

i

i 1 Comoogt 1

SPeRIathlon Tel: 076-261966-7 Fax: 076-261968

www: sporl.co.th E-mail: phuket@sport.co.th
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By Anongnat Sartpisut

PHUKET: Twenty-nine teams
have confirmed that they will
competein the 2006 Tour of Siam
cycle race from Bangkok to
Phuket between January 15 and
21. Among the entries is last
year’ swinner, Shinichi Fukushima
of Japan, who will beriding with
fellow Japan National Team cy-
clists Koji Fukushima, Tetsuya
Ishida, Takashi Itiyazawa and
Tohaya Sano.

This year’s race, covering
1,014.8 kilometers, will bedivided
into seven stages raced on suc-
cessive days. After the 153-km
Stage 6 from Khao Lak to Sap-
han Hin on January 20, the final
day will feature a 120.4-km cir-
cuit around Phuket.

Starting at SaphanHinat 10
am, the course will head north
through Phuket City to the turn-
around point at Tah Chat Chai
along Thepkrasattri Rd and
Route 4027. After the turn-
around, theracerswill head south
tothefinishlineat Laem Phrom-
thep along a west coast course
that will pass through Bang Tao,
Kamala, Patong, Kata-Karon
and Nai Harn.The racers are

Last year’s inaugural race was from Chiang Mai to Phuket.

2005 Tour of Siam winner
to compete again

expected to finish at around 1:30
pm.

Among the 29 teamswill be
squads from China, Japan, Ger-
man, Switzerland, Denmark,
Audtralia, Ireland, Taiwan, Hong
Kong, Indonesia, Netherlands,
Singapore, Wales and Malaysia.

Six Thai teams will also
compete in the race, which is
sanctioned by the Union Cycliste

Morethan 160 golfersexpected to
play in President’sCup at PCC

By Sangkhae Leelanapaporn

KATHU: The Phuket Golf As-
sociation (PGA) invites al golf-
ers to take part in its annual
President’s Cup golf tournament
at the Phuket Country Club, be-
ing held thisyear on January 21,
starting at 11:30 am.

PGA President Surin Bam-
rungphol said that he expects
more than 160 golfers to take
part.

Theopendivisonwill bein
four flights based on handicap:
Flight A (0-9 handicap), Flight B
(10-18), Flight C (19-24) and
Flight D (25-36).

Therewill dsobeal adies
Flight, aYouth Flight (under-15-
year-olds), a Seniors' Flight (50
years and older), and a “Pro”
Flight, which is specifically for

Phuket residents. Entry costs
2,000 baht per PGA member and
3,000 baht per non-member, while
entry to the Youth Flight costs 500
baht.

The entry fee covers green
fees and caddy fees, entry to the
awards party at the clubhouse,
and acommemorative T-shirt.

Prizes up for grabs in the
Pro Flight are: 1% place 20,000
baht, 2" 10,000 baht, 3 5,000
baht, 4" 3,000 baht and 5" 2,000
baht.

Trophieswill be awarded to
the winners of each of the other
Flights.

For more information contact
K. Sak at Tel: 076-244820-2 or
K. Srichai at Tel: 076-321039-
40, or email: info@phuketgolf.
org
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Internationadleasa2.2 Asian“B”
country event. The six teams are
the Royal Thai Air Force, Royal
Thai Navy, Roya Thai Police,
Royal Thai Army, Rama IX
Sawasdee cycling club and the
Siam Bara team, of which Thal
National Team riders Prajak
Mahawong, Jatupoom Lekawat
and Komsan Kanbunchee are
members.

A total of 1.2millionbahtin
prize money will be presented at
the awards ceremony at Laem
Phromthep after all of the racers
crossthefinishline.

Savnac/Feller win Ao
Yon regattafor 59ers

AO YON: Azzum Savnac and
former 1999 Dragon Class keel-
boat World Champion Lydia
Feller, who came from Switzer-
land expresdly to sail dinghies off
Phuket, proved too skillful for the
small fleet in the first Ao Yon
Dinghy Regatta on January 8,
winning the day racing series by
apoint.

A good turn-out of local sail-
orsand visitorsput the entirefleet
of 59erson thewater. Despitethe
relatively light conditions, every
team capsized at |east once, usu-
ally after ajibewith an asymmet-
ric spinnaker.

In Race 1, Vadim Serbin
and Russel Huebschle werefirst
over thestart line, but by thefirst
mark Savnac/Feller were in the
lead.

Beforethefinal leg, Serbin/
Huebschle rounded the mark a
few boat lengths behind the lead-
ers, but then capsized while at-
tempting a bold jibe set. Jim
Poulson and Andrew de Bruin
capitalized on the mistaketo fin-
ish second. After an exchange of
colorful language, which was
blown all the way downwind to
the committee boat, Serbin/

Huebschlerighted their boat and
held onto third place.

All boats crossed the start
linewith speedin Race 2. Savnac/
Feller split from the pack and
sailed to theleft, tacked onto port
and werelifted to acommanding
lead as they rounded the top
mark. Serbin/Huebschle sailed
well and finished second.

Regatta leaders Savnac/
Feller led the start of Race 3 but
capsized on the first downwind
leg, relinquishing the lead to
Poulson/de Bruin, who went on
to win. Savnac/Feller recovered
from their capsize, reset the spin-
naker and nearly edged out
Serbin/Huebschle at the finish
line.

About a boat length from
the finish, Serbin/Huebschle,
riding astrong gust on starboard,
forced Savnac/Feller to jibe, al-
lowing them to blast past at full
speed to finish second. Savnac/
Feller had to settle for third — a
dlightly snappier jibe might have
made all the difference.

Overall results: 1% Savnac/
Feller, 2" Serbin/Huebschle, 3
Poulson/DeBruin



34 PHUKET GAZETTE

PHUKET PROPERTY

January 14 - 20, 2006

Home of the Wek

Rawai

3 " 'I __|'-r -
W

n—rﬁi

- gy o
S er o
S Al . L i L

- ¥ -
M T
s r s Lk T gl
e e s et o s A%
e -
- e S e

LAGU

J. L

B
mall

ph: (66) (0) 1893 6602
e: sales@LovanGardens.com
w: www. LayanGardens.com

SPACIOUS APAR
NINGaVIE
T AND LAYAN BAY

|

NA PHU
r 9

-y iRaes

Country-style

living In peace
and quiet

his issue’s Home of the
Week is a modern-de-
sign home on 1,650
square meters of flat
landinaquiet locationin Rawai.

Surrounded by alarge gar-
den containing palm trees, the
four-bedroom home, built in 2004,
offersachoice of anideal family
home or an excellent investment
vehicle to use as a rental prop-
erty.

The main area of the home
has an open-plan living and din-
ing area with vertical venetian
blinds setting off a modern feel
while a'so providing an element
of privacy.

The Western-style kitchen
comes complete with modern
appliances, including a built-in
cooker with oven and extractor
hood, and ample under-counter
and overhead cupboard space.

Thewood used throughout
the kitchen creates a country-
home feel, while the polished
granite counter and breakfast bar
surfaces add a touch of class.

Leading off themainliving
areaarefour bedrooms, two with
en-suite bathrooms, and all with
fitted wardrobes and dressing
tables. Themain bedroom hasits
own direct accessto the pool via

tinted sliding doors. There is
marble flooring throughout the
home, including the bathrooms.

Outside is an open terrace
leading to a 72sgm swimming
pool with counter-current swim-
ming jetsand aJacuzzi that spills
into the main pool area.

At the garden end of the
terrace is a sala for entertaining
guests.

The property also features
covered parking for two cars, an
electric remote-controlled entry
gate, and a high security wall to
add privacy.

Utilitiesinclude cable/UBC
TV, telephone, well water, a so-
lar-powered water heater, three-
phase electricity and air condi-
tioning and fansthroughout.

The property is for sale at
13 million baht. The land titleis
Chanote.

For more information contact
Pacific Paradise Group real
estate agents at 53/23 Moo 5
Thepkrasattri Rd, Srisoon-
thorn, Thalang, Phuket 83110
Thailand. Tel: 076-313223,
076-313298; 06-5074992.
Fax: 076-313319. Email: info
@paradisepg.com Website:
www. par adi sepg.com

hl
Patong Natqfial‘f
me

T3 Szl Mispmaz, FertU-Thil Red, Pofong Deeach, Phubed Mhalonad.
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Decor by Ananya Hbngsa- ngi am

Foldi ng screens. separate to decorate

he oriental folding

screen originated in

Chinaand evolved into

moreversatile stylesin
Japan. The oldest surviving Chi-
nese screens date back to the 8"
century AD.

Today, folding screens can
serve asan elegant backdrop, but
arecommonly used asapartition
to create smaller, more private
spacewithin an open living area,
or to hide clutter.

Standard folding screens
havethree hinged panels, but they
can range from two to eight
leaves.

Original, carved teak
screens (right) with six panels of
traditional Thai design are avail-
able at Suk Thong House for
18,900 baht each.

Phuket Golden offers two
styles of folding screen. One,
imported from China, features
Chinese characters painted on
five pine panelsfor 12,000 baht,
whiletheir four-panel screenwith

red cotton inserts (top picture)
can be had for 10,000 baht.

Suk Thong House is located on
Chalermprakiat Ror 1X Rd, A.
Muang, Phuket. Tel: 076-
254700-1 or contact the owner,

Cheun Thathong, at Tel: 01-
6065369.

Phuket Golden is located at 46/
42 Moo 6, Phra Barami Rd,
Kathu, Phuket. Tel: 076-323-
861.
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Allamanda Condominiums

5% guaranteed rental return

One- and two-bedroom suites

Freehold title available to foreigners
Complimentary regular golf club membership

Sales Ohifice o Conal Willype

Teeli Gl I P 524 Sl P B D8 T1 324 (0%

Email: propetyilagunaphulet, com
. lagunagropemy.com

ASK KHUN WANIDA!
MOMMA DUCK

Problems with an extra-marital affair?
Questions about Thai culture?
Having communications problems?
Need somebody fo Love?

Read her advice in the
Phuket Gazette

Fax 076-213971
or email
momma@phuketgazette.net

LaGuUnea

FRIESFLRTYT

MR. CURTAIN

Curtains

M. CURTAIN (THAILAND) Cao., Lid,
108M-FF Chadeemniphrakiat Rama § Rd
Ratsada, Muang, PHUKET, 830040.

Tel: 07&6-217462
Fap: 076-217463
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Luxur}f-. s For Sale/Rent
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Gar den ng

wth B oomn Bert

ed| liketothink that
we know what we
are talking about.
Thereare so-caled
expertsin just about every field,
who will stand up and try to edu-
cate us with the depth of their
knowledge and experience.

Car mechanics are perhaps
the worst culprits. How come so
many of these people are com-
plete buffoonswho haven'taclue
what the problem is with your
car? They probably have one or
two vagueideas, but inreality will
try one of these at atime, while
extracting the maximum amount
possible from your wallet until
they happen to get it right.

Then there are anthropol o-
gists on Discovery Channel on
TV. They're pretty easy to spot,
as they always wear some form
of daft hat.

WEIRD

These are people who ensconce
themselves in the deepest dark-
est jungles of theworld, attempt-
ing to formulate explanationsfor
some of the behavior they wit-
ness.

On seeing a tribal dance,
they theorizeby saying thingslike,
“Thisisanancient ritual, inwhich
they’ reexpressing their apprecia
tion of their environment, and ask-
ing the gods for good fortune in
the coming season.” They may
well beabsolutely right, of course,
but then again they might be just
having agood dance and nothing
more. After al, there's not that
much todointhejungle.

And that’smy point —these
“experts’ are probably just mak-
ing alot of it up asthey go aong.
| have never described myself as
an expert in anything, and am
quite happy to admit that when |
first saw thisweird, purple-flow-
ered plant appearing, | honestly
hadn’t the faintest idea what it
was— | had to look it up.

It turned out to be the
celosia spicata, or quailgrass.
Thaiscall thisodd little plant the
ngorn kai.

It seems to have dozens of
alternative names: Flamingo
feather, cockscomb, feathered
amaranth, woolflower, and red
fox areafew. It's aso known as
firegrass, asit often growson the
site of previousfires.

There used to be a row of
busy shopsand restaurantsal ong
the beachfront at Nai Harn be-

SHADE

Sails, Umbrellas, Awnings
“"Extend Your Life Outdoors”

shops
schools
car parks
walkways
restaurants

Call us for an obligation free quote.

SHADES (Thailand) Co..Lid.

Boat Lagoon Marina Showroom
Tel: 076-204120, 323600

fore the tsunami. Unfortunately
they were all destroyed by the
waves. Although a couple of
buildings were rebuilt right next
to Le Royal Meridien Phuket
Yacht Club, there is an area
where there are some spectacu-
lar clusters of these plants. I'm
not sure that they were actually
planted by anyone there — |
rather think that they just “ap-
peared”.

Nobody is actually sure
where the plant originated. It
could well be from China, but
again the experts would just be
guessing — they don’t know.

It'sadistinctive plant, with
15cm-long, cylindrical groups of
flowers that appear on the end
of slender stalks up to about a

ANDARR

meter in height. They’re unique
inthat they have ametallic sheen
lower down, because the lower
flowersaresilvery-white at their
bases.

If you can be bothered to
grow these things for yourself,
rather than pinch a few from
some wild spot wherethey’real-
ready growing, it'snot particularly
difficult.

Just put a few seeds in a
decent bit of compost, covering
the seed with the soil.

After sowing, put the tray
inside a polythene bag and park
it in awell-lit spot out of direct
sunlight until germination, which
usually takes 14-21 days.

K eep the soil damp, but not
too wet. When the seedlings are

SOME CALL THIS PARADISE, YOU CAN CALL IT HOME

oM own privale pomodise

big enough to handlewithout them
falling apart, and when two or
three leaves have opened trans-
plant them, putting them about
30cm apart in a sunny, sheltered
spot in rich, well-drained soil.
Celosia spicata is somewhat
fussy about having its roots dis-
turbed, soyou’ll need to befairly
gentlewithit.

They really areabit fickle,
thislot. The soft, dense, feathery
spikes that are produced in pro-
fusion are probably the reason
why these plants are also popu-
lar with flower-arranging wallahs.
Unlike most flowers, they don't
dry out when they’re cut — they
retain their shape and color, and
last indefinitely.

Again, if you're into that
kind of thing, pick themwhen the
leavesaredry and just beforethe
flowers are fully open.

LUCKY

Tie them in small bunches and
hang those bunches upside-down
inadry, well-ventilated place un-
til they're totally dry. Thisisn't
rocket science.

In gardening terms, we
don't realize how lucky we are
here in Phuket. As | found out
more about this plant, | realized
that in other parts of the world,
they struggleto keep thesethings
alive. | found apictureonline, of
a smallish group of spicatas in
Kentucky, of which the owner
was particularly proud. The
groups!’veseenin Nai Harn put
these to shame, and they're
growing completely wild.

I’m sure there are experts
who will accuse me of spouting
nonsense about the celosia spic-
ata. So sue me. | just hope that
none of them is a car mechanic
or an anthropologist, as | could
throw exactly the same accusa
tion back at them. Let's face it:
none of usisan “expert”.

Want to know more
about a plant
in your garden?

Email Bloomin’ Bert at:
bloominbert@hotmail.com

Kamala Beach Sales Office T: o7s 279 255-6

M: 09 873 0055

A prestigious Allen Zeman develapment

E: info@andaraphuket.com
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Modern Home Office In Patong

PATONG: Located on Sirirat Rd,
near Simon Cabaret and three
minutes from Patong Beach,
“Home Office” town houses and
condominiumsare now available
for investors.

Owners Surachart and
Rachnee Khorana told the Ga-
zette that construction of Phase
| started this month and that the
first four unitsare expected to be
completed at the end of Decem-
ber. Phase Il will start at the be-
ginning of 2007.

Phase | features several
options. There are two 500-
square-meter four-story unitson
240sgm of land that are priced at
11 million baht each. Another two
units of 600sgm on 280sgm are
13 million baht.

Each unit hasfivebedrooms,
six bathrooms, aliving room and
adining room.

K. Surachart explained that
there is an eight-meter-deep
spacein front of the building for
extra development or simply for
car parking.

“Clients have the choice of
what to do with the spacein front
of the building; it could be ares-
taurant or a coffee shop,” he
said.

“Weredizethat Patong has
problemswith parking space and
have planned accordingly,” he
added.

Each unit features white
ceramictiles, stainless-steel stair
banisters, and American Standard
bathroom fittings, along with a
water system operating from a
6,000-liter tank with an automatic
water pump. Windows are tinted
blue to keep harsh sunlight out.

Phase Il will be a seven-
story condominium with 100-
120sgm rooms. Prices will start
at 5 million baht. Each unit will
have two bedrooms and bath-
rooms, aliving and adining room.

Phase Il will also feature a
shared swimming pool and fitness
center.

K. Surachart believes the
condominiumscomeat distinctly

‘These
properties
offera
reasonable
choicefor
customers
who need a
placeto both

work and live
In afast-
growing area

affordable prices when com-
pared with the Patong beachfront
area, where propertiescost inthe
25-million-baht price range.
“Home Office and condomini-
ums offer areasonable choicefor
customers who need a place to

Far s

PP e =
F_.i.u.l..._l.d |
} |

both work and livein afast-grow-
ing arealike Patong,” he added.

Theproject isdevel oped by
Thakrana Development Group,
which recently completed the
Baan Suan Suai project in
Patong. The Contractor is

A

£

d On New Kata Bypass Road

Each unit Lr.|n'||:|1'i=|::- ¥

3 bedrooms, £ bathrooms, T n|;r|:||:m reception
kitchen, maid’s room, storage room, 2 parking spaces with storage
facilities. 4 = 10m swimming pool includes 5 PUmp focm

Mﬂbllﬂ +55 (0)1 892?406 www.phuket-goldenplace.co

Maneesri Co. K. Surachart said,
“Our customersareforeignersas
well aslocal residents.

“A lot of peoplearefinding
that it isagood ideato to invest
in property rather than getting 2%
interest from a bank.”

cezc/Z POOLVILLA

For more information contact
Tel: 09-7241505 or 01-597-
6195, Email: unique_property
@hotmail.com or visit the web-
site: www.phuket-info.com/
house
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For Sale

KATA SEAVIEW
HOUSE

il
A large, 250sgm house
with a pool, 3 bedrooms, 3
bathrooms, a Western-style
teak kitchen, teak doors and
ceilings, on a quiet hillside.
Asking 10 million baht or
offers. Contact for details.
Tel: 09-5926890. Email:
north8west98@yahoo.
com

BEACH
APARTMENTS

Spacious, modern, 2-bed-
room apartments, some
with a sea view, a 2-minute
walk to the beach, gardens,
pools, clubhouse, gym,
sauna. Prices start from 8.5
million baht. On-site sales
office. Tel: 06-2806624.
See our website at: www.
bangtaobeachgardens.com

SPACIOUS HOUSE

For sale: house 1 mile from
Chalong circle. Has 3 bed-
rooms with air conditioners
throughout, and private gar-
den with granny flat. Please
call for more details. Tel: O5-
7819961.

PRIME BEACH FRONT
For sale, located near the end
of Karon Beach. This 7-rai plot
with Chanote title deed is
separated from the beach by
only the road. Ideal for hotel,
bungalow resort, condo-
minium or housing project. No
agents please. Please contact
Tel: 01-8942733 or Email:
jasminconsulting@gmx.net

RAWAI LUXURY VILLA
144sgm house with 400sgm
or 600sgm of land, 350m
from the beach. Asking 2.4
million baht. Please contact
for info. Tel: 09-4740227.
Email: chotip_ 5@hotmail.com

Ultimate
peaehiront living

Resort Apartments

fram 12 million Baht

BT
ek it b iw'"“

== GRﬂWHE FLAIN

KARON BEACH PUUKET

HILLSIDE HOUSE

Air-conditioned, 3-bedroom,
2-bathroom house by Loch
Palms Golf Course, 10 min-
utes to British Curriculum
Int’l School (formerly
Dulwich). Has living room,
dining room, modern Thai
and European amenities,
wood floors, solar hot wa-
ter, satellite TV and 2
phones. Huge covered open
area can add extra bed-
rooms, bathroom. Price: 7
million baht. Please call for
more info. Tel: 06-2839806
(Leons), 01-5385018 (Toi).

1-2 RAI
SEAVIEW PLOTS

One development in Bang
Tao and one near Mission
Hills. Both complete with
infrastructure. Plot prices
start from 1.65 million baht.
Tel: 076-270376, 09-
8733564. Fax: 076-271-
193. Email: lagunaphuket@
exotigrealestate. com For
further details, please see
our website at: www.
exotigrealestate.com

KAMALA LAND
FOR SALE

Multi-use property close to
the beach and “Golden
Mile” main road. Tel: 01-
2716947 or Email:
surlamerO5@yahoo.com

LARGE LUXURY HOUSE
Superbly-buitt family house for
sale in a nice location. For more
details and pictures, please
see our website at: www.
phukethouse.info

UNIQUE SEAVIEW LAND
High above Chalong, with pan-
oramic 180-degree views
over Chalong Bay, temple and
Phuket City. Ideally suited for
development of a single large
residence or a small project.
Approximately 3,300sgm,
Chanote title and Thai com-
pany. Asking 12.5 million
baht. Call for details. Tel: O6-
2740010, 01-9799825.

IN CHIANG RAI

Many properties! Please con-
tact for details about our prop-
erties. Tel: 04-1732757.
Email: ken@adventure1.com

www.knightfrank phuket.com

Bang Tan Baach

andscaping

- pnly ang aparirmant par foor

and finishings.

[

ODRAN VERS

- large Iof 5265 @N5LrEsS prvacy

riandgernant

Thi lacal affice

Bang T:m E-'l.‘-‘ill:h Gardl:ns-
“kocation, location, location!™
- beolule-baach-view aparments al

- sires fram 124 sqm with Westem-style finshing's
- ppmers’ ciubhouse, pocl, BEBD areas and trapical

- grcemhianal inrecashed rental refurns and
qutstanding capital appreciabon
- ceniraly lpcalted to all FruEats [lestyie amenitias

Kata Gardens
“gpectacular seaview aparimenis"
- 33 apanmanis ¢f ane, two ard threa bedrooms

- piiblic-Fabed devalaper wilth excalent irack racond
= ropical landscaping, qualty weshem appliances

- giracl baach trontage (only 19 lobs avalabla)

- fired-class mirasinuclure, ssoure and ebte asiala
- professonal and exparsnced an Sls prapety

Holels Graup)

tacikhias

Sai Taan “pool villas for rent”
{short or beng term)
=3 o 4 badroonm vilas aach wilh privals poal
le=s than 5 minutes o the beach
spacious & private graunds, guiet locason
secune ard privale sstabes, management
sarvcas by Knight Franik

The Estate Beachfront
“intelligent investrment”

spectacular 180 degree unchstrucied

Crowne Plaza Residences
“affordable beachside luxury™

- @l aparimenis hanve ocoxan views, jusl 1 minuta
wak fa ke baach

managed by Crowne Plaza (Imercantinental

- residents hava full use and acoess to hosal

- BEAcoUE IMng aress and oubdoor barraces 1o
caphuna saa Dreszes

Willa Grand Cru
“royal designs"

unlmited ooz=an views of Chalang Bay

= 14 magnificent vilas designed and dewveloped
by Thasland's leading Anchahec

- S20s0gm spaenus vilas + infiniby-a0ge pool

- punchase indides pooess b S-star holel
laciblies and sardcas

- edapnlicral ranlkal appartunily

wirh :[!L'-]‘!:ll nerwork

werapor B mikihmland.com

0.6 RAI NEAR
LAGUNA PHUKET

0.6raiin a developing, quiet
residential area just 5 min-
utes from Laguna Phuket.
Chanote title. Asking 1.99
million baht, direct from
owner. No brokers. Tel: 04-
0617943. Email: rat_
phuket@yahoo.co.uk

2-STORY, RAWAI
house. 130 & 200 sgm house
with Chanote title, 400m from
the beach. Asking 900,000
baht. Tel: 09-4740227. Email:
chotip_5@hotmail.com

ANDREW PARK

House and Land
Sale and Rentals

Orver 10 years of sales
experience in Thailand

We can answer all
fquestions, ===
Call us now at
O7&-358016
{Thai, English)
01-3923633

or visit our website:
wiww. andrewpark com

Fmpnﬂr Agents B Consultants

(German, English, Spanish)
ar
Email us at: etrepkad@andrewpark.com

caled wil

femished housea offars ona of

& views avallable i Falong.
n a private arma on

Fatong Hill and Is absolutaly uniguea

Priced at onty 14 milon bahi, this is a

greal horme [0 by,

Mote: We have more villas condos,
sea viaw land, beach land hotals &
developments avelabla. Contact us

now

This beautiul detached luosry willa =
well dessgned, and built for & westam
taste. It comes with & big pood, high-

quality furnitura,

3 bedrooms & 2

balcondées. At only 17.2 million baht you
will not find a batter home. Call mow!

RAWAI CONDOS

with sea views. Area: 27, b4
and 81sqm. Prices start from
350,000 baht. Financing for
3 years available. Foreign
freehold. Please contact for
further information. Tel: 09-
4740227 Email: chotip 5@
hotmail.com

PATONG CONDOS

Condos with nice sea views,
28sqgm and 56sqgm, for sale.
Priced from 750,000 baht.
Near bank and post office.
Please contact for further in-
formation. Tel: 09-4740227.
Email: chotip 5@hotmail.com

SEAVIEW APARTMENTS
New, deluxe, fully furnished
and air-conditioned 2-bedroom
apartments of 85sgm or
96sgm. Location: Nanai Hill in
Patong, Soi Thamdee; 60-year
lease. Offers starting at 4.1
million baht (US$102,000).
Please contact K. Peter at Tel:
01-8928526 or visit the
website at: www.phuket-
besthomes.com

FOR SALE/RENT

4 bungalows and 1 restaurant
at Bang Tao Beach. Please call
for more information. Tel: 01-
8946686.

All classifieds
in these pages are

\) 1\““'

— your assurance that
whatever’s advertised here
is seriously for sale.
Gazette Classads - they work!
...necause they're real.
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HOUSE FOR SALE

5 miumutes by Kala Beach

Email: mysigniloxinfo.coth

PR tf MCEm

45l
451 M I Sod Koglanod, Kata Beach, ket Tek 01-5976471, 01-3693066

HOUSE FOR SALE
IN VILLA 5

On Chao Fa West Rd.
90sgm, 3 bedrooms, 2
bathrooms, kitchen, living
room, 3 aircons. For sale by
owner. Asking 4.5 million
baht. No agents! Tel: 04-
1868531, 01-5988725.
Email: s_oranut@hotmail.
com

NEW HOUSE
IN PATONG

Brand-new, deluxe house
with a swimming pool on a
Patong hillside, Soi Ma-
neesi. 2 floors, modern
Thai-style architecture,
completely furnished, ready
to live in. Ground floor: big
living room, Western-style
kitchen and dining room;
guest toilet. 2™ floor: big
master bedroom and bath
with Jacuzzi, 2 bedrooms
and a separate bathroom.
Each room has an air condi-
tioner and a balcony. Living
area: 200sqm; freehold land
150sgm. Price: 8.5 million
baht. (US$210,000). Please
contact K. Peter at Tel: O1-
8928526 or visit: www.
phuket-besthomes.com

UNIQUE SPA
RESORT

i I
Home on Phuket. A new
house with distinctive char-
acter. Fully furnished with
select quality materials.
Stunning garden and a cozy
spa. 1.67 rai, 5 minutes to
Nai Harn. Tel: 01-4462021,
09-6481136. Email:
baanphuchaofa@yahoo.
com For more info, see:
www.phuchaofa.com

SEAVIEW LAND

Nearly 9 rai for sale direct
from owner. Secluded area;
electricity, road and water
on site. Please contact for
more information. Tel: 04-
0575756. Email: mareeya
pohmea@yahoo.com

LAND FOR SALE

Surin Beach. Two blocks of
1,000sgm each. Quiet and
secluded, shaded area. 5 mil-
lion and 4 million baht. Please
contact for details. Email:

ABSOLUTE
BEACHFRONT

for sale. 2.2 rai of absolute
beachfront land with
Chanote title at Khok Kloy.
Please call for details. No
agents please. Tel: 07-889-
1717.

PATONG CONDO
Furnished, very nice, with 1
bedroom, sea view, terrace,
bathroom, kitchen and living
room. Please call for more
details. Tel: 04-6301770.

NEW HOUSES IN PATONG
3 new, connected, deluxe
houses on Patong hillside, Soi
Thamdee, for sale. Ground
floor: garage and separate 1-
room apartment with toilet. 2™
floor: 2 bedrooms and bath-
rooms, balcony. 34 floor: living
room with balcony, built-in
kitchen and dining room, toilet.
4 floor: big roof garden with
a Jacuzzi. Usable area:
200sgm; freehold land:
100sgm. Price: 6.2 million

6-BEDROOM HOUSE
IN KAMALA

Owvner is selling an exclu-
sive, top quality 6-bedroom
house in Kamala, near
Phuket Fantasea, 1.5km
from the beach and next to
a beautiful natural lake. The
house has all the facilities
you need — a European-Thai
kitchen, large living-dining
room with pantry-bar; 2
smaller bedrooms on the
ground floor and 4 large
bedrooms with en-suite
bathroom on the 1stfloor; a
large attic. Hot water sup-
plied by Solar System, own
well and drinking water, etc.
Large, mature garden with
outdoor Jacuzzi. Chanote
title, total land area:
1,180sgm. Special price
offer for January/February.
Asking price is now only
baht 15 million for quick
decision-makers. For more
details, please contact
Franz Brun in Chalong. Tel.
076-282737 or 01-476-
1415. Email: forun@Ioxinfo.
co.th

TEAK HOUSE
ON 2 RAI

A superb, all-teak house
with too many features to
say. Includes a small bunga-
low, swimming pool, sala
and a landscaped tropical
garden. Please telephone for
more details. View by ap-
pointment only. Selling for
17 million baht with
Chanote title. No agents
please. Tel: 04-1926298.
Email: albertiames 1940@
hotmail.com

LAND FOR SALE

A good price for 6.5 rai of
land with title, next to La-

RAWAI SHOPHOUSES

2 new, connected shop-
houses on Wiset Rd, in Rawai.
Ground floor: sales office,
staff room, kitchen, dining
room and toilet. 2" floor: mas-
ter bedroom with separate
bath and 2 separate bedrooms
with connecting bathroom. 3¢
floor: living room and en-suite
bedroom. Living area of
200sgm; freehold land:
100sgm. Price 4.5 million
baht. (US$113.000). Please
contact K. Peter. Tel: 01-892-
8526. For more information,
please see our website: www.
phuket-besthomes.com

LOCATION, LOCATION
Affordable house, land, 2 mins
from beautiful Nai Thon
Beach. Please contact owner.
Tel: 07-2811995.

RAWAI, NAI HARN
2 rai with trees on Soi Kok
Makham. Beaches 2 minutes

baht (US$155,000). Please
contact K. Peter for more in-
formation at Tel: 01-8928526
or visit our website at: www.
phuket-besthomes.com

away; water and electricity
ready to build. Price: 8.3 mil-
lion baht net. Please call for
more information. Tel: 09-594-
4017.

UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY costello@exemail.com.au
Patong 3-story townhouse of
240sqgm on hillside location. 3
bedrooms, 4 bathrooms, 2 liv-
ing rooms, kitchen and dining,
total sea view from all floors.
Security system, hotel-quality
furnishings. Urgent sale at 4.9
million baht. Please call for full
details. Tel: 075-607400, 09-
0075061.

guna and with public road
access, water and electricity
supply. Please call for full
details. Tel: 01-8062166.

PRATHONG ISLAND

In Phang Nga Province,
200km north of Phuket, a 48-
rai plot with mangroves and
beach front. Asking 1 million
baht per rai. Please call for
info. Tel: 09-6944017.

Agents for Classified Advertising

APARTNMIENT IN PATONG
Melville House. 2 bed, pool, PHUKET
LAND IN CHALONG games area, private bar with K.L. Mart e

Bk 6.5 HIIII-:-;1 # Rol {Imel, 'ﬁ'l|||:.I::-
OFFICE 5PACE
FOR RENT

Serviced office centre

views. Only 4.95 million baht.
Please contact for more infor-
mation. Tel: 07-2650118.
Email: ant_p_clark@yahoo.
co.uk

1,256sgm Soi Klum Yang.
Has concrete road. Price: 2.9
million baht. Tel: 09-195-
4029. For further details,
please see our website at:
www.phuketlandservice.com

Patak Rd, Chalong Fax: 076-280403

Tel: 076-232398/9
Fax: 076-232398

Earth Language School
Phang Nga Rd, Phuket City

Sin & Lee
Thalang Rd, Phuket City

PATONG HOME

2 bedrooms, sea view, ter-
race, furnish, water fall jungle
cool, large kitchen. Please call

Tel: 076-258369

EXCELLENT BUILDING Fax: 076-211230

Land. 1,200sgm with road,
water, electricity and a Ltd

Receptionist provided

Excellent condition

company. Suitable forahous-  for details. Tel: 04-6301770. Taurus Travel Tel: 076-344521/2
ing or apartment project in Aroonsom Plaza Rat-U-Thit 200 Pi Rd, Patong Fax: 076-344523
quiet area in Kathu. Price: 4.5 CHALONG 5 RAI

million baht. Please contact Seaview land for sale. Price: 41 Minimart Tel/Fax: 076-324312

for more information. Tel:
076-209424, 01-9683120.
Email: nikkie@csloxinfo.com

3.5 million baht per rai. Please
contact for further details. Tel:
01-8916143.

Srisoontorn Rd, Cherng Talay
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EXCLUSIVE SALE |
15 Luxury Condominium |
Only Two Fenthouses

|'|'||'H. COMOETHINIIT Consisis
of 15 luxury one bedroom
aparimsents st i 50 sousrne
IMELET |'\l|l 15 T peminollss
suibes
e Penthouss suries consists
of two bedroosms selin 125
sqjuame meler plus a 75
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Each floor offers two unpls
wilh sia view amd a'o wiih a
AR hill view
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certainly give per g
semvimgr af wrowmd T
Wiltion Baly eavee i
prafect fray steried

EXCLUSIVE SALE BY
| mava nesch rorenTY M |

Krartimg price
B2, V50,000
Reservations faken
YiIRT
Tel: 04 39211
Ewvall: Infoiemisg-
ket cam

Ciption Plaza, Sai 2,
Kata Road, Kot Beach

1.5 MILLION BAHT
Nice 2-story house in Kathu.
Aircon, tel, furnished. Tel:
07-2786439. Email: shall
@loxinfo.co.th

LAND FOR SALE

13.5 rai, 500m from main road
to Kathu, waterfall, land title
chanote, situated on hillside,
overlooking nice seaview. Tel:
09-4736886.

FULL SEA VIEW

45 rai in Patong. Perfect for
hotel, resort or project. Open
to offers. Please call formore
info. Tel: 01-5376866.

BEST SEA VIEW
IN PHUKET

Chanote title, underground
electricity, main roads, lots
of water all year for pools
and home, beside a national
park, 10 minutes to airport,
15 minutes to Lotus, 12
minutes from British int’l
school and 2 major golf
courses, US$1/2-1.5 million
homes being built here,
complete view of Phang
Nga Bay — considered one of
the 7 wonders of the world.
2.4 million baht per rai, up
to 3.8 million baht per rai for
sea view. Please contact.
Tel: 07-2747470. Email:
nsupin@yahoo.com

HOUSE IN THALANG
FOR SALE

10 minutes from the airport,
10 minutes from British In-
ternational College, 5 min-
utes to Laguna, 10 minutes
to Surin Beach. 8x4 swim-
ming pool, b aircons, 2 bed-
rooms, 1 child’s room, 2
bathrooms & 1 separate
building useful as a store
house or maid’s room.
504sgm, Chanote title, 5.5
million baht. Please call for
info. Tel: 01-6078000.

4 RAI NEAR 200 & SEA
4 rai of flat land in a quiet area
near Phuket Zoo and near the
sea, with road access, electric-
ity and water supply. Price:
2.6 million baht per rai. Tel:
07-2747470. Email: nsupin@
yahoo.com

BIG & SMALL LOTS

in Rawai. 1-rai, O-rai, O-rai
and 1.4-rai lots with roads,
electricity and water supply in
Rawai and Chalong, are for
sale. Many different prices.
Tel: 07-2747470. Email:
nsupin@yahoo.com

9 RAIIN RAWAI

in a quiet area, perfect for de-
velopment of many small
homes that are easy to sell.
Has electricity and water sup-
ply, road access. Allland in this
area sells for 3+ million baht.
Asking just 1.6 million baht
per rai. Please contact for
more info. Tel: 07-2747470.
Email: nsupin@yahoo.com

BANG TAO BEACH

18 +rai — a beautiful plot on
Phuket with sea view, access
road and electricity. Tel: O6-
2670898.

Properties
For Rent

CHALONG CIRCLE
OFFICE SPACE

—A4x4meter unlt(16&qm)
- Outdoor arealandscaped.

- Parking spacesfor staff and
customers.

- Air- conditioningincluded.
- Front window and built-in
shelves.
Asking 7,000 baht amonth
per unit.
Contact Beeat
Tel: 01-0793012
(English)

FUANG FA CONDO

Fully furnished condo for
rentin a quiet area, near Dao
Rung School. With an air
conditioner, bed, dresser,
fridge, washing machine and
hot water. 5 minutes from
Phuket City. Only long term-
rent. Asking 10,000 baht per
month. Contact the owner.
Tel: 04-0586086. Email:
tabbychiro26@hotmail.com

PROPERTY FOR RENT

Beautiful, new 2-bedroom
villa, 2 minutes to Rawai
Beach. Meets European
standards, fully furnished,
fully air-conditioned. Includes
swimmimg pool, tropical
garden, covered parking,
UBC, TV and telephone.
Minimun 6 months at
28,000 baht per month. Tel:
07-8845677.

DETACHED BUNGALOW
in Rawai. A beautifully fur-
nished, brand-new home with
3 bedrooms, a full kitchen
and lovely gardens with a
swimming pool. Long-term
rental only for 50,000 baht
per month. Tel: 076-345-
081,01-9241447.

RAWAI, 2-STORY
Brand-newv house for long-term
rent. 2 bedrooms, fully fur-
nished, 400m from beach.
Asking 12,000 baht a month.
Tel: 01-4763623.

UNCLE CHAI

Phuket Private Home, a spe-
cial style for the discriminating
renter. 1 bedroom. Long lease
preferable. Average 15,000
baht per month. Chalong
Area. Tel: 01-4926883.
www.unclechaihome.com

DETACHED HOUSES

o
Four new, detached houses
for rent at Pa Khlok, just
5km from an international
school. Each has 3 bed-
rooms and 2 bathrooms, in
a quiet area with clubhouse
and 24-hour security. Ask-
ing 13,000 baht per month.
Tel: 04-8516115. Email:
suksavat@hotmail.com

WATERFRONT RETREAT
in a secluded resort-style loca-
tion with relaxing ambiance
and wonderful views. Avail-
able for VIP, private or corpo-
rate, short- or long-term rental;
staff available. Sale consid-
ered. Tel: 04-0541360.
Email: privacy@thehideaway.
com

NEW HOUSE FOR RENT
57 square wah, located in the
Chao Faarea. Has 3 bedrooms,
2 bathroomes, air conditioning,
nearby pool. Available for long-
term rent at 13,000 baht per
month. Tel: 076-263772, 04-
1857041. Email: rai@dto.co.
th

HOUSE IN CHALONG
Furnished, quiet, detached, 3-
bedroom house with tele-
phone and UBC. Asking
16,000 baht per month. Tel:
04-8484344.

OCEAN VIEW APT
Located in Patong. Fully fur-
nished and fitted out; has 2
bedrooms. For long-term
rental only. 32,000 baht per
month. Tel: 076-345081,
01-9241447.

NEW,2-STORY HOME

for rent. ¥ery comeenienoe
looation in Phuket City. Jusi &
mins to Tesco-Lotus, Cantral,
Bangkok Hosplial Phuket
Unfurnished, 2 bedrooms, 2
bathnooma, iront and kack
yard. 18,000 baht per month.

Please contfact Ann-Gazeiio
at 01 868 TETE

HIGH END SEA
VIEW HOUSE

Near Nai Harn, built to high
specs, great sea view of
Chalong Bay. Only 12
months old, this is a mod-
ern 3-bedroom house with
all mod cons and private
pool. Alarmed and fully fur-
nished, cable, wireless in-
stalled. 12-month minimum
contract. Separate maid’s
area- maid available.
95,000 baht per month.
Available Feb 1. Tel: 09-
8106200, 01-7372148.
Email: dan@ipdthailand.
com

PATONG PENTHOUSE
A lovely 80sgm fully furished
unit with a sea view plus a
20sgm pool. Includes 1 bed-
room, a lounge and kitchen.
Asking 25,000 baht per
month. Tel: 076-345081,
01-9241447.

THAI-STYLE HOUSE

in Nai Harn. House has 3 bed-
rooms with air conditioners, a
big pool and a nice garden.
From Jan 12 to March 28.
35,000 baht per month. Tel:
09-9725378.

2 RAI OF LAND + HOUSE
A Thai-style, 2-bedroom house
located at Ao Makham, the
most beautiful place on Phuket,
for rent at 9,000 baht a month.
Tel: 06-9488139. Email:
jefdejong@hotmail.com

4-BEDROOM HOUSE
for rent. Land & Houses Park,
green outlook, mature garden,
phone, fully air conditioned,
etc. Furnished or unfurnished.
Long term preferred. Please
contact for more info. Tel: 01-
7192458, Email: marks@
phuket.ksc.co.th

BRAND NEW HOUSE

in an excellent location min-
utes to Rawai and Nai Harn
beaches. High quality, with
beautiful & modern design
and 162 square meters of
living area. The house has 2
large bedrooms, 2 private
bathrooms, 1 guest toilet, a
large living/dining room, ter-
race and a storage room; 1
air conditioner, TV & phone
jacks, private car park, free
water and garbage service.
Asking 20,000 baht per
month unfurnished or
22,000 baht furnished with
1 king-size bed + mattress,
a b-door wardrobe, a van-
ity set, a dining table, fridge
and curtains. Call Khun Nui.
Tel: 076-288611, 09-594-
0887.

APARTMENT

near Loch Palm. 1 apartment
58sqm, with 1 bedroom, liv-
ing room, kitchen, bathroom,
terrace, swimming pool, air
conditioning, fan, Cable TV,
telephone line. Available for
rent: short-term 600 baht per
day; long-term 12,000 baht
per month. Please contact
Manfred for more info. Tel:
076-202725,01-8916632.
Email: golfandview@gmx.de

HOUSE FOR RENT

A fully furnished, 3-bedroom
house with a small garden in
Land & Houses Park, Chalong,
for long-term rent. Only
15,000 baht per month. Tel:
01-2712825.

HOUSE FOR RENT

in Chalong. 36sgm, 1 bedroom,
1 bathroom, quiet, car park-
ing, unfurnished. 3,000 baht
per month with 1 month’s
deposit. Tel: 09-7264498.

huketvillarentals.

Serviced Holiday & Long-Term
Rental Property

Tel: 076-270T50
Email: bookings@pipsphuket.com

phu etwllarentals Ccom
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HOUSE + BIG GARDEN

Includes 2 air conditioners
and a bedroom, hot showver.
Location: a quiet area at Palai
Green, Chalong. Tel: O1-
8924311.

NEW 2-BEDROOM
HOUSE
Unfurnished house with a
garage, located in a quiet
area 3km from Phuket City,
2km to the beach. Asking
5,000 baht per month. Tel:

05-8855415.

NEW SERVICED
APTS IN CHALONG

Furnished studio suites and
rooftop spa pool with sea
view. From 9,500 baht a
month. Tel: 01-8938592,
06-2826221. Email:
saneroad@yahoo.com

PATONG APARTMENT

Clean and comfortable, with
air conditioner, a TV, a big
fridge, double bed, pool and
parking. Please contact. Tel:
01-0825707. Email: ask@
phuket-accommodation.info

SHOP UNIT

Plaza Del Mar. 40 square
meters. Air conditioning, 2
phone lines, ADSL, security
and fire alarm. Asking 21,500
baht per month including ser-
vice maintenance. A 3-year
lease is available. Please con-
tact. Tel: 01-9586805. Email:
phuketsecurity @csloxinfo.
com

KARON H,0 FRONT

Condo. 103sgm, 1 bedroom,
all brand-new western appli-
ances and 2 balconies with
180 degree sea view. Long-
term rent only. Email:
wawrx999@yahoo.com

DETACHED BUNGALOW
in Rawai. A beautifully fur-
nished, brand-new home with
3 bedrooms, a full kitchen
and lovely gardens with a
swimming pool. Long-term
rental only for 50,000 baht
per month. Tel: 076-345-
081,01-9241447.

OCEAN VIEW APT
Located in Patong. Fully fur-
nished and fitted out; has 2
bedrooms. For long-term
rental only. 25,000 baht per
month. Please call for more
info. Tel: 076-345081, 01-
9241447,

PATONG BLUE POINT

A green oasis in Baan Suan
Kumnan, just outside lovely,
but hectic, central Patong. Go
for wine and dinner in the party
town, but sleep relaxed in the
green area. 1- & 2-bedroom
apartments with air condition-
ing, UBC, TV. Long-term rent
only, includes electricity.
Please call Edwin for more in-
formation. Tel: 06-7866350.

Property Wanted

mrgen sland Co, Lid

Py s L bt i

Phuket's Premier Real Estate
& Insurance Consultancy

We offer professional real estale and insurance
advice to those looking for property or & business in
Phuket. All enquines, large or small, are welcome.
Plaage contact: 076-296072, 01-7196088,
Do-5488703
Our office is situated at: 38/56 Nanai Road,
Patong, Kathu, Phuket
Email: infoi@gardenislandphuket.com
wiww.gardenislandphuket.com
Do you have adequate insurance?
Because we have Phuket covered.

Accommodation Available

ROOMS TO LET

Lake-view apartments in
Kathu. Fully furnished with
aircon, fridge, cable TV, hot
water and car park. Rent
200 baht a day. Tel: 076-
202585, 09-1968449.
Email: ketmaneeclayton61
@hotmail.com

KATA HIGH VIEWPOINT
GUESTHOUSE

Rooms with fan, cable TV,
fridge and balcony. Location:
10 minutes from Kata Beach.
Tel: 06-2766597

MODERN APARTMENT
with Internet. 2-bedroom
apartment off Nanai Rd, fully
fumished incl. TV, large fridge,
hot water, fans, aircon and
kitchenette; from 8,500 baht/
month for long term; ADSL
Internet available. Tel: 07-
2650652. Email: gisbert1@
gmx.net

BEST VIEW IN

Phuket. One bedroom, corner
unit, sea view @ Patong
Towver, newly finished, UBC,
2 TVs, bar, kitchen on large
balcony, 2 air cons, 120
meters to beach. Short-term
let only, up to three months. 2
people max. 78,000 baht/
month; 21,000 baht/week.
Contact for details. Email:
coasters@earthlink.net

NANAI RD

townhouse. Just available:
quality 2-bed townhouse, well
fumished, phone, min 6-month
rental, fixed rent at 20,000
baht per month. Tel: 076-
342601, 01-2705374. Fax:
076-342601. Email: orcella@
phuket.ksc.co.th For further
details, please see our web-
site at: www.orcella.com

KATA BEACH

Southern Fried Rice, a brand-
new guesthouse, 3 minutes
walk from the beach, with
seaview rooms, 2 balcony
rooms facing the beach, wire-
less Internet, a pool and an ex-
cellent restaurant. All rooms
have air conditioning, a mini-
bar, cable TV, a safe and a
king-sized bed. Tel: 01-894-
8446. Please see our website
at: www.southernfriedrice.
com

PATONG LUXURY
Apartments. Central Patong
1- and 2-bedroom apart-
ments. Email: suites247@
yahoo.com

ROOMS FOR LOW

rent. From 400 baht, with a
fan only or air conditioner;
your own hot shower and tea/
coffee included. Located
close to the beach. Please
contact for info. Tel: 076-
342280,01-9781956. Email:
palm@phuket.ksc.co.th

Accommodation
Wanted

APT/CONDO

needed. for about 3 weeks
from March 6. Must be in
Patong and have aircon, cook-
ing facilities, pool and a double
bed. Must also be clean and
not too expensive. | am Aus-
tralian, and will have overnight
guests. Tel: 61-891915621,
61-40809712. Email: frank
pelagic@yahoo.com

LOOKING FOR FLAT
Mar-Apr. | am interested in
finding a flat for almost a
month. March 7 to Apr 1,
2006. | have heard Nanai Rd is
a good place to find such a
place, but it can be in the envi-
rons of Patong/ Phuket. | am
going to be scuba diving the
whole time | am there, soit re-
ally will just be my evening
digs. Any (reasonable) offers
or directions appreciated.
Email: dterner@yahoo.com

Building Products
& Services

TCM Asia
Future Generation
Surface Coatings
based on the latest
Hano - Technology

I nnu' _,- tf":-
We solve

“ your problem

www.tcm-asia.com

Mano glass prolecter
Mano sions protectar
HMane lnaka fealaos
Mang weod proteciat
I=skewnnd ChsTICS
rejuveration

Wiood proleotor+ LN Biook
Weaacklies: Mo Tarfrilas
Siarlacs shesl probecton
GFK and metal deaner
Mano dry dean mubi
Hane 2K miarins lacguear
Mutal amli-cormeasnn
LInd PH 77120 daanar
Mano car wax {uniqued
Slona deep orystal
Arii-slip for stona & tles
Al |

Mang el millar

[2iass soraich resmoeal
Soaffokd-free windoe

=N
= ‘i‘ cieaning uo o 17 matars
“:\__—F—{h. Dy ks Blasling

Abraaion-fres clpamng
of all surfaces
Licped-fod| prodection

" TCM Asia Co., Ltd. T8/32 Moo 3, Kamala. Kalhw Phuket, 53120,
g you @nier Kamala from Pasong. e are 100m on thie lef
Tal: Q=183 G834 Tal'Fax OFE-Z 79080 Email; infoficm-asia com

The SoneDoctor

Specialist European stone-care
productsand services:

* Restoration
« Sedling/Protection
* Maintenance

All your maintenance,
protection & cleaning needs
for natural and manufactured
stone.

e Marble e+ Sandwash
e Granite e« Terracotta
» Sate * Terrazzo
» Sandstone * Ceramics, etc
Prevent: rust, stains, mildew,
agee, scratches
Remove: builders residue,
incorrect sealants, rust, stains,
mildew, etc. Daily care&
cleaning productsalso available.

Tel: 07-2824930, 076-271217
Fax: 076-271218
Email:
info@thestonedoctor-asia.com

LOCKUP STORAGE

24-hr security, gated and
walled-in compound. Please
contact for further informa-
tion. Tel: 01-0825707.
Email: ask@phuket-
accommodation.info

Direct: 06-5933464
bighome12 1@&yahoo.co.uk

» Construction

k= Buildin
Renovation

» Shopfitting

» Woodwork

» Electrical, Air-con
* Roofing, Flooring
» Metalwork

» Built-in Furniture

Household
Items

2 AIRCON UNITS

- Carrier: 25,000 BTU, 1 year
old, 8,000 baht

- Yashika: 13,000 BTU, 11
months old, 4,500 baht. If
you want, | can install also:
3,000 baht for the Carrier,
2,000 baht for the Yashika.
Please contact for more info.

Tel: 09-2913641. Email:
sayan40@hotmail.com

MITSUTA AIRCON
30,000 BTU. Large aircon in
good condition. 11,000 baht
ono. Please contact for more
info. Tel: 01-978581 1. Email:
twoballs@hotmail.com

SHELVING UNIT
Please contact me for details.
Tel: 06-6647229.

Household
Services
HOUSE PAINTING
Do you need your house

painted? Please call for further
information. Tel: 07-2868634.

Household
Services

Needs
|

NANNY HOUSEKEEPER
housekeeper. 5 days a week
to watch our 14 month old and
keep the house clean. 8-5
Mon to Fri. 7,000 baht per
month. for the right person.
payed holidays off. Tel: 076-
388309, 05-8096805. Email:
dietrich@loxinfo.co.th

DOMESTIC HELPER
Needed for 1-2 days per week
for 5 months. English not re-
quired, but must be experi-
enced, clean, reliable, and
honest. Location: Cape
Panwa. Pls contact for more
info. Tel: 01-6392673. Email:
chiefslave 1@hotmail.com

Properties
Services
.|

STUDENTS WANTED
Qualified English teacher in
Kata seeks more students for
private English lessons. | cur-
rently teach at Phuket
Wittalaya High School. Will
travel to your house. Alllesson
materials supplied. Tel: 01-
6761883. Email: scottnewby
@hotmail.com

Have something to sell?
Tell the WORLD!

All CLASSIFIED ads in the Phuket Gazette
appear FREE OF CHARGE in the

Phuket Gazette Online

Always on top in GﬂDglE
30-40,000 visitors a day!

Phuket Gazette.Net/Classifieds

Focused exclusively on Phuket -
and delivered to the world!
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Boats & Marine

Pl
75,000 USD

THAILANDES LEADING BROKERAGE
AND NEW YACHT DEALEBRSHIP

Yacht Haven Marina Oifics
L Fei blartra s,

www.leemarine.com

et T H A | ‘m - 5
MARIMNE e
(IR L EAN LR BT

& Maring Industry Laader in Thalland since 1950

wia'w. thalmarine.comn
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Oceanis 430
[ THE 4,500,000 = e B Euroc 50,000
43 ft, 19494 Perkins 50hp 42 i, 1987 Parking 50hp

Athena 38 S&S, Alu Sloop
USS 160,000

USSs 225,000
47 f, 1974 lsuzu BShp

"ﬁ!’il{l 'h.,.— : - : __ —— i e 38 ft, 2003 Yanmar 19hpx 2
—r I e = | i i

selected Brokerage Listings

Power Sall
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Please contact Tel: 076-238111 Email; broker @ thaimarine.com

3

1 Fax: 075228979 Emasl: insurance & thasmanr

Gallart &2, bulit in Sgpain

1 tweini cabin

Recommended Yoyages:
i . adise”

Find more classified ads

"Boats & Marine"

at www.phuketgazette.net!

pE A

“Day craise in Paradise” B30 am = 4.30 pm “Sumset in Paradise™ & pm = % pm ‘i
Comfortably accommedates for max 35 guests. ALLASIA
Catering and service on board by selected hotels & restaurants in Phuket. T

Please call for detailed information 07-8865425 or email; mail @allasiayaches.com
Allasia Yachts Co., Ltd. 173 Laemn ba Pizad, Bata Beach, Karon Sub-Distrct, Muang, Phuket B1110
Fax O E-353 045 Websie wewwallasiarachts.com

Gazette Online Classifieds— 10,000 readersevery day!
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Island Job Mart

BAYLINER MOTOR
YACHT

Now for sale. Beam: 15ft,
Draft: 1.01m. 2 x 310hp
diesel engines. Recently re-
built. Furuno GPS; radar;
fish finder; auto pilot; music
center; TV; video, DVD play-
ers; 3 double cabins; mas-
ter en-suite; guest facilities.
Many extras, rigged for
game fishing. New parts.
Re-spray, full anti-foul. In
excellent condition. Asking
price: only US$299,000.
Please contact. Tel: O1-
8939563. Email: wolff@
wittonkeep.freeserve.co.
uk

FISHING BOAT
FOR SALE

Sport fishing boat in good
condition. Jim Young’s
Vindex design. Built under
license in cedar strip/epoxy.

Beam: 12ft; Length 36ft.
300hp Cummins 6BTA die-

PEGASUS 8.2
DEMO
r_

5 months old,

200hp Yamaha — fast!

List price: 555,000 baht
ex VAT.

Now 445,000 baht
ex VAT.

Sold with warranty.
Tel: 09-4746783.

POWER
CATAMARAN

The new Steppa cat 1061.
Perfect for scuba diving,
transfers and all private
and commercial applica-
tions. Please contact. Tel:
01-8912688. Email:
tony@diveh2osportz.com

84FT STEEL KETCH

Built in NZ, 1981. 8-cyl
Gardner, 20KW generator,
good sail inventory, weather
fax, SSB, GPS, VHF, auto pi-
lot, radar. Needs deck.
US$300,000. Tel: 07-
8905619.

Qsyaburi

ﬁm}'ahuri Resort on Phi Phi lsland consists of large
individual villas situated amongst the hilly terrains of
Laemn Hin, overlooking Tonsai bay, and surrounded by
natural gardens and |'a|n{|:nre5|:.‘-"|l7; are now looking
for enthusiastic individuals to join the team.

|. Resident Manager | Position
2. Front Office 2 Positions
3. Housekeepers 2 Pasitons
4. Bell Boys 2 Positions
5. Bartenders 1 Positions
&. Gardenar | Pasition
7. Personnel Officer | Pasition
g General Cashier | Position
9. F&B Cost Controller | Position

Applicants for all positions must have good basic
English-language communication skills, Applicants
for Position 2 with a knowledge of Chinese and/
or Japanese will be given special consideration.

Arayaburi Resorc (Phi Phi lsland).
&9/ Moo 7 Laem Hin Beach, T, AoMang,
Phi Phi Istand Kraki 81000 Thailand
Tel: 075-618196 Fax; 075-618195
Head Office: 43/19 Moo § Sai Ao-Chalong,
Wiset Road, T. Rawai & Muang, Phubket 83 |
Tel: 076-281360-3 Fax; 07/6-281 365
Email: infolphiphibayview.com
or baywi kse.th.com

D
mpiana

aoee gl gyt

irm bigre Bhate. & sdgh

Vacant Positions

Food & Beverage Monoger
Night Manager
Front Office Supervisor
Guest Relations [fluent in Japanese longuoge)
Tour Counter Sales
Bell Hop & Driver
Restaurant Captain
Hostess
Waiter
Western Cook
Pontry Helper
Canleen Cook Helper
Roam Maid
Florist
Housekeeping Clerk
Room Atendant [uniform laundry)
Chief Gardener
Gardener
Engineer
Sales Manoger |bosed in BEK)

Please apply to: hrmipe@impiana.com
or call 076-340138
WL imipiana.com

WINDSURF BOARD

PROJECT BAAN COCOON

Anuphas Pirom Resort Co,, Ltd., a real estate

qualifed candidates ta Gill the lallowing posilions.

1. Client/Sales Liaison Executive 3 Positions

sel engine. ZF hydraulic
gear. Hydraulic steering
from main cabin or flybridge
and many extras. Sleeps 2
couples in forward cabin
and convertible dining area.
WC, shower, handbasin,
galley and bosun’s locker.
Fully taxed and registered in
Thailand, including berth for
nearly 1 year at Boat La-
goon. Call Peter at Tel: 01-
8166940 or Email: peterhae
@e-mail.in.th

BIC Veloce, 101 liters, 278
cm, 8.6 kg, complete rig, UP
sail ultraprofile 6 sgm and
4.60m carbon mast. Every-
thing comes in separate bags
for board, mast and sail. Not
used very often and in very
good condition. 15,000 baht.
Tel: 076-281034. Email:
peter@phuketinternet.co.th

24FT SWISSCAT

DIVING SPEEDBOAT

Fiberglass speedboat, built
for diving, accommodates 12
divers, custom-made tank
racks. LOA: 11.4m, BEAM:
2.89m. Flybridge, cabin, ma-
rine toilet and freshwater
showver. Fuel capacity: approx
600 liters (3 stainless-steel
tanks). 2 x 200hp Yamaha
outboards. Thai registered,
ready to go. 1.5 million baht or

reasonable offer. Please con- | 250, 01-2734000. Email:

Tel: 01-9790525. Email: | e

bosch.michael@gmail.com

ASK KHUN WANIDA! MOMMA DUcCK

Problems with an extra-marital affair?
Questions about Thai culture?

Having communications problems? %%?
WY

Read her advice in the Phukef Gazette.
Fax: 076-213971 or email:

Has 2 Honda 4-stroke out-
boards, 50hp each; 24kts;
160 hours; SemiCat; Thai
flag; built in 2004; fully
equipped at Boat Lagoon.
Asking price just 1.24 mil-
lion baht. Please contact for
more info. Tel: 076-289-

momma@phuketgazette.net

* Femals, age batween 23 — 28 years

2. Guest Relation

* Female, age between 23

2 Positions

20 years

» Good command of both spoken and writlen

English

3. Secretary — Engineering Dep.

1 Position

* Female, age between 23 - 20 years
® Minimum 1 year of experience

® Minimum 1 year of expanance

= Knowledge of AuloCAD

All positions raquira

HEL

Please send your CV and recent phofo fo:

cam

hitlp-fiwww_ anuphaspromresorl. com

RECEPTIONIST

Female, age 22-30, good
command of English and
computer skills, pleasant
and service-minded. Please
contact us for further de-
tails. Tel: 076-238777,01-
7371678. Fax: 076-239-
739. Email: supotpac@
phuket.ksc.co.th

CAFO STAFF NEEDED

We are looking for Thai na-
tional women aged 18-30
to work in our new caflls in
Patong. You must be ser-
vice-minded, friendly and
have fair-to-good spoken
English. An excellent salary
on offer with benefits. Tel:
07-2185269.

Technology

Innovative Digital Solutions

Island Technology Co., Ltd. the leader
in Innovative Digital Solutions has the
following opportunities in our Phuket
office:
*» Marketing & Sales
Representatives

* Senior Accountant

* Public Relations Officer

This Positions require a dagres or relevant
axperience and English language skills
Training and commissions are available

Our products & services include Broadband
Internet, Communications and IT Solulions
Infrastructure Design and Consulting.

Come and join our dynamic team of profes-
sionals in Phukel. Pleasa send your resumd
in English to jobs@islandiechnology.com

Tal: OT6-322005-7 Fax: 0T6-322088

Urgent\;
require

Experienced Finmish and Swadish T/5 reps
required for Goa,

Leading company with 15 resors in 5E Asia has
immediate |/H ond coldline voconcies.

All relocotion expenses paid.

Sign-on bonus 51000.
Email: royalmark01 @hotmail.com

ke

INTERNET STAFF

in Rawai. Looking for Thai
women, 18-35 years of age,
with fair English skills & com-
puter knowledge: 1 full-time,
1 part-time. Tel: 076-288-
808, 01-8924282. Email:
rudi542001@yahoo.de

HAIRDRESSER

wanted. A new, upmarket
salon opening now in the La-
guna area requires an experi-
enced and enthusiastic hair
dresser. Basic English a must.
Tel: 01-7871556. Email:
marek@loxinfo.co.th
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'DUSIt Lagma

E0RT
IJI'.JF.].I' THAILAMND
The Dusit Laguna Resor is a S-star luxury resort in Phuket and Is amaong the keading
hotils of tha workd. We are looking for candidates who have developed attitudes and
behawvars that refllect a commilment 1o excallence, 1o fll the following positions:

Executive Sous Chef

Minimum 30 years of age

Team player with ability to oversee 65 employees

Positive atlifude

Good leadership and communication skills

Extensive knowladge of Royal Thal and International culsing, haglene!
HACCP knowledge and compular skills.

Al least 2 years of exparience in pasition, in a 5-star haotel is a must.

Gueast Service Agent

Thai Male/Female with Bachelor's degres in Marketing or relaied figld from
recognized university

22 = 28 years of age

Haight 160 crm and Wisighl 45 kg

Prefar Front Office background

Good English communication skills and computer skills

Extra language is a must.

Human Resource Department
Dusit Laguna Resort Phuket
390 Srisoonthorn Rd, Talang, Phuket, 83110,
Tel: 076 324324 Fax; 076 324174
Email: diphrsecidusit.com

N ‘1!1%'-. I5;
SERAPT

MINTERMATICNALL Y-MANAGED GEM BRSEDIN KATHU PHUKET URGENTLY
QUIRES A PERSONAL ASSISTANT & SECRETARY

ENGLISH LRHGLI#GE
iEDGE OF M3 OFFIBE, ESPECIALLY EXCEL
MICKBOOK 15 ANADVANTAGE

Ermnail: wor

Positions Now Available For One of Phuket’'s

[.t'ar.iing 5 Star Restaurants & Hospitality Venues

We are now recruiting qualified professionals for the following positions,
with an opportunity to work in one of Phuket’s leading restaurants &
hospitality venues.
Accounting Department
# Financial Director

# Accountants

# Purchasing Manager
# Stock Auditor

Operations Department

# Restaurant & Bar Manager

# Restaurant & Bar Assistant Manager

# Supervisors

& Bartendees

& Wailresses

These positions require;

® Excellent communication skills with a good command of both written
& spoken English

#® Strong management skills & experience are essential, with experience
in the related felds

# Reside in Phuket or able to relocate to Fhuket

We offer an attractive remuneration package with an opportunity for
advancement within the COmpany.

recruitécsloxinfo.com

For further information & applications, please email to HRD Department;

Find more Recruitment Classifieds at

www.phuketgazette.net!

far the following positons:

o

[
L8

expecied salanes io;

and be sarvice-minded. Attrachive salary,

Le

£- ROYAL MERIDIEN

Le Royal Mériden Phuket Yacht Club = a member of The Leading Hotels of the VWarld,
located on Mai Ham Baeach, at the southem bip of Phuket island, We are inviting applicants

~ Executive Chef

~ Chief Engineer

= Personnel Manager

= EDP Manager
= Japanese GRO
= Chel de Partle

= Food and Beverage Secretary

~ Chief Gardenar
~ Chief Security

= Front Desk Service Officer

All applicants must have warking axpenance in the hatel industry, & good mmndnfi:glaﬂ
fringe benefis and career cpporunities are

o successlul candidales. Interesiad candidabes are inviled bo apply in person of submil

applications with complebs resume ogether with a recenl phobegraph, slaling present and

Personnael Manager

Méridien Phuket Yacht Club
Harn Beach, Phuket 83130
Tel: 076-380200, Dir. :Fnl.rFu 07T6-2B8T33
e-mail address: n_srinark@phuketyachtclub lemeridien.com

PHURER YALHT LLUB

Building Co., Ltd

Project Administrator

Luna Phuket has an exciting career opportunity for an
assistant to the Managing Director. We seek someone
with pood English skills and the abilicy to learn quickly
and work independently, Some experience in real estate
development or project management is helpful, but not
required. ¥e offer training, health benefits and profic
sharing, 5o come and join our team of professionals.
Send your resumé by Email; infod@lunaphuket. com

“Phuket Gazette

SENIOR REPORTER

Join Phuket’'s only
Multimedia NEWS organization.
The Phuket Gazeite seeks to il the

following position:

The successtul candidate will be 8 Tha national, aged 27-
plus, with initiative, an sulgeing persanality, and plenty of
piperience aboul the world and how i1 works, Alze
essential are the abahity to communscata in English, both
spaken and writian, and a car,

Gaond salary for the mght candidate,

Oualified candidates are invited to send a CY to Passara
Kaewhumroong, Human Resources, by email, fax or post toc
The Phuket Gazette Co Ltd

36712 Yaowaral R, T, Taladya, A, Musng, Phuket 83000
Fax; 076 213971 Email: memidlphiskeigaretie.net

SALES PERSON

Earn 30,000-60,000 bahta
month. Looking for a Thai na-
tional with university degree
or a foreigner — must have ex-
cellent communication skills
and sales background. Must
speak and write English well,
and have own transportation.
Call 04-8498391.

INTERNATIONAL

SCHOOL
Jobs available for Thai na-
tionals (good English skills
required) and native English-
speaking teachers. Please
call for more details. Tel:
076-282232, 01-979-
4140.

Gazette Online Classifieds 10,000 readers every day!

HELICAM SEEKS
PHOTOGRAPHER
The ideal candidate must:
- be a Thai national
- have a keen interest in digi-
tal photography
- have Photoshop experi-
ence
- be able to communicate
clearly in both spoken and
written English
- be a self-motivated, dedi-
cated and responsible team
player
- be honest and reliable
- show willingness to learn
- be enthusiastic
Our business offers a var-
ied working environment
and good prospects for
your future. Email us for an
appointment for interview
at: ding@helicam-asia.com

DIVE GUIDE/
Divemaster. Wanted for dive
center on Phi Phi. Food and ac-
commodation, salary plus
commission. Must speak En-
glish. Thai nationals only.
Please contact Email: tony
@diveh2osportz.com

SECRETARY /

Exe. admin. Our client seeks a
female w/good English, admin
skills and a good personality.
Salary: 15-22,000 baht per
month. Tel: 076-264442, 01-
5354108. Fax: 076-264443.

PHUKET LAW FIRM
Urgently seeks legal secre-
tary. Email: scphuket@yahoo.
com

Employment
Wanted

PROFESSIONAL

hotelier. | am a young Hotelier
with experience in Thailand as
FOM, Activities Manager &
Sales Marketing Manager,
RDM & EAM. Hotel studies
graduate, looking for new op-
portunity. Pls contact for more
inro. Tel: 01-080-1004. Email:
executives@ehotelier.com
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Articles
For Sale

SONY 53" TV
FOR SALE

Big screen TV, 10 months
old, like newv; big refrigerator,
15cu, 6months old, like new;
Sealy custom mattress; fur-
niture; appliances. Will fax
list with price and map. Tel:
06-5960966.

PLAYSTATION 2,
X BOX
PS2 for sale 5,500 baht
with games. X Box with
mod, 7,500 baht. For con-
sole and electronic repairs.
Tel: 06-2905067. Email:
ps2_phuket@hotmail.com

MP3 FOR SALE

Sony’s 20GB portable, re-
chargeable MP3 player with
over 2,000 songs already
loaded! The 2 month old HW-
HD3 is the size of a phone
and can be used as a
Walkman or plug into your
home stereo. Includes original
box, books, software, case,
headphones, AC power &
USB adapters. Paid 14,000
aht. First 11,000 baht takes it!
And get free music worth
many times this price! Please
call Tel: 09-1954005.

18,000 BTU YORK
aircon. A few years old but still
in good condition. Suitable for
office. Compressor serviced
last year. Ceiling mounted.
Selling for 6,000 baht. | can ar-
range for aircon techs to dis-
mantle, deliver and install at
your location (costs extra).
Tel: 01-7371537. Email:
leejamie@gmail.com

OFFICE TABLE

80x 150 Moflex office table
with glass top and 5 drawers.
75% condition. Bought for
4,500 baht; asking 1,700.
Tel: 01-0888848. Email:
eng_ls@yahoo.com

SUNTO MOSQUITO
dive watch. As new, with origi-
nal box, spare bracelet, glass
protector, manual, etc. For
quick sale at only 6,000 baht.
Tel: 09-5875956. Email:
hugbou@yahoo.com

DVD PLAYER
Yamakawa EVD player “av-
phile” 715. Plays DVDs,
SVCDs, VCDs, CDs, MP3s.
Black. Code free. Only 1,000
baht. Please contact for more
info. Tel: 076-281034, 07-
2807451. Email: peter@
phuketinternet.co.th

LARGE AIRCON UNIT
Large aircon (35,000 BTU),
under 1 year old, good condi-
tion, suitable for large office/
room. Cost new: 35,000 baht.
Will sell for 16,000 baht ono.
Tel: 01-8946414. Email:
kkthip@hotmail.com

EXERCISE

equipment. Want to get rid of
a 95% condition Norditrack
Leg Shaper. Bought for 1,900
baht; asking only 600. Reason
for sale: no storage space. Tel:
01-0888848. Email: eng_Is@
yahoo.com

DIVE COMPRESSOR
Bauer Capitano 140 L/min.
Fully serviced in December by
STI Chalong and unused since
then. Complete with frame and
5hp 3-phase motor. Fixed
price: 175,000 baht. Tel: 09-
9720423. Fax: 076-281527.
Email: dougie@divejohnsandy.
com

LG TELEVISION

21" stereo TV, only 4 months
old.  am selling because | am
leaving Thailand. Cost 6,000
baht new. Selling for 3,000.
Pls contact for more info. Tel:
05-8787721. Email: chris_
wardle70@hotmail.com

PLAIN PAPER FAX
machine. Sharp, can also make
copies. Asking 2,500 baht. Tel:
076-255232, 04-6259065.
Email: ammarasoithong@
yahoo.com

BMX BIKE FOR CHILD

I’'m looking for a BMX (or simi-
lar) bike for a 6-year-old Thai
girl. Please contact me at:
Email: jefdejong@hotmail.
com

SECONDHAND AIRCON
Secondhand air conditioner
wanted for an office. Tel: 01-
8957848. Email: best2599@
hotmail.com

CHILD CAR SEAT
wanted for 1-2 year old. Pls
contact if you have or know of
one for sale. Tel: 06-944-
7721. Email: maxandgodders
@csloxinfo.com

STOLEN PROPERTY

On Thursday evening, Jan 5,
2006, | returned home to a
house that had been broken
into. Items stolen were 2
Mac laptops — a 14" white
iBook and a 15" silver
PowerBook — our 3-month-old
German shepherd puppy, 1 2-
baht-weight gold ring, and 1
Sony video camera. The
thieves have created a big
problem for us as we rely on
the laptops for business. | am
offering a reward for info that
will capture the individuals
involved and for the return of
our personal items, especially
the Mac laptops and our
puppy. Our house is located
across from the Phuket Zoo
on Soi Palaiin Chalong. If any-
one has any info, please call or
email me! Tel: 04-8429640.
Email: mow449@yahoo.com

Alcoholcs Anonymous

Is holding mestings in
English at the fallowing
places:
Phuket City
Missian Hospital
o Wed and Sun at 7 pm

Banghok Phuket Hospital
on Friat ¥ pm

Patong
Patong Hospital
on Mon, Tue, Weid, 532, 5un
at 7 pen arad on Fri at & pm

MUSICIANS WANTED
Singer/guitarist seeks musi-
cians to jam with and record
some original songs. Chalong
areaideal. Tel: 05-1435570.
Email: eunson101@yahoo.
com

CHEST FREEZER

wanted in good condition,
price about 3,000-4,000
baht. Tel: 09-0346734. Email:
johnholdernesse@yahoo.

com
Business
Opportunities

BUSINESS FOR SALE

Well-run visa run business
including tour office at

Rawvai Beach. Please con-
tact Khun Jaochim. Tel: 04-
8512378.

PERSONAL
TRAINING CENTER

Rare opportunity to acquire
a successful and presti-
gious health and fitness
center in Chalong. The only
dedicated PT center in
Phuket, it has established a
reputation for quality and
professionalism. Superbly
equipped, used exclusively
by premier expat clients.
Please contact for more
info. Tel: 01-0880422.
Email: alun@vitagroup.net

INTERNET SHOP

for sale. In a great Patong
Beach location close to the
beach road and Hotels.
Internet shop and overseas
calls; all new equipment.
Priced for quick sale. Contact
me for more details. Tel: 04-
6304243. Email: jurgen.hugli
@gmail.com

BAR AND KARAOKE
Large air-conditioned room for
karaoke and outside bar in
Rawai for sale. Excellent
monthly turnover. 1.3 million
baht. Tel: 05-8094153.

BAR FOR SALE
Reasonable offers considered.
Tel: 07-8817600. For more
info, see our website at:
www.homebarphuket.com

TOP BAR & BISTRO
Simply the finest in Rawai, for
rent. A long lease with land-
lord for the next year. In the
best location, equipped with
50 seats, fully furnished and
running from 8 am to 1 pm.
Satisfying turnover. For fur-
ther details, call Tel: 01-
8940570. Keywords: Simply
the finest!

TIME IS MONEY!
Partnership offer for Europe
and Thailand. No competition,
no wasting time, already have
enough clients! Start-up
money: 27,500 Euros. Work
permit no problem! Email:
sanjosee6@netscape.net

BUSINESSES
FOR SALE
Great businesses in one of
the best locations in
Patong are for sale, includ-

ing:
-a 15-room guesthouse
- atour agency

- a 60-seat restaurant

- arental business

- an Internet shop
Asking 6 million baht.

Pls contact for more de-
tails. Tel: 01-0820039, 01-
0911662. Email: ilan_75@
hotmail.com

FISH ‘N’ CHIPS, PIES
Restaurant established 3
years, provides good income.
Comes with accomodation;
staff; vehicle; cheap, long
lease; air conditioning; and
UBC. I'll train you before re-
turning to New Zealand. Tel:
07-2736315.

BAR & RESTAURANT
For rent. On Nanai road,
Patong. Contact Alisia Man-
sion. Tel: 06-2791602, 09-
0219504.

BAR WANTED

Seeking to buy bar in Karon or
Kata. Max price: 400,000
baht. Email: krille@etanet.se

O’MALLEYS IRISH PUB
Small business, big opportu-
nity! Recently refurbished
pub & restaurant, located
in Phuket City. Close to
major hotels, shopping area
and tourist attractions.
Package includes all paper-
work, visas, two work per-
mits and all licenses for a
smooth takeover. 400sgm,
live music stage, sound and
light system, projector UBC
TV, 3 new pool tables (in-
cluding pool room), 15
tables, 40 bar stools, b
fridges and freezers, new
kitchen equipment, 2 phone
lines and over 300 motor-
cycle-taxis with O’Malleys
vests driving around the
city! Tel: 076-220170, 09-
7292846 or Email:
scottshaw77@lycos.co.uk

INTERNET CAFO

for sale. Located on busy
Nanai Rd, in Patong. 20-year
lease; rent: 15,000 baht per
month. Will sell the business
for 650,000 baht. Tel: 04-
7231269. Email: bmudablue
@aol.com

INVESTOR WANTED
Diving company would like to
setup in Laguna-Layan area in
Phuket. Please contact via
Email: investor wanted @
hotmail.com

FOR SALE IN KATA
Bar + restaurant, 28 seats, 4
rooms, pool table, UBC, recent
refurb, 20 years on lease + 3-
year option. 1.7 million baht.
Tel: 04-8478139.

NEW HOTEL LEASE
4-year hotel lease for 2.5 mil-
lion baht. 22 rooms, Air condi-
tioning, cable TV, bar, elevator,
maid service, refrigerator, tele-
phone, hot & cold water, sun-
set viewpoint. Easy to run, good
staff. Tel: 06-9427318.
Email: michael@bayproject.
com For more details, visit:
www.vikingresidence.com

26-ROOM HOTEL
FOR LEASE
Located in Patong, recently
equipped, fully booked. No
key money. Nine years con-
tract. Ready to run. Don’t
miss it! Tel: 06-004-3008.

Email: info@ayudhya.net

BARS/GUESTHOUSES
We have investment opportu-
nities in Patong, Kata, Karon
and Kamala, from 700,000
baht. Please call Phuket Prop-
erty Shop. Tel: 06-8343784.

PATONG BAR

for sale. Price 550,000 baht
+ 150,000 baht deposit. A
2.8-year renewable lease
without key money. The
venue includes 40 seats, a
pool table, UBC, 44" TV, ter-
race and kitchen. Email:
huwywiliams@hotmail.com

BAR FOR SALE

Off Soi Bangla. Comes with
all fixtures and fittings includ-
ing a pool table, plus small Thai
restaurant. Asking a reason-
able price + rent; no key
money. Tel: 01-8928579.

PARTNERSHIP OFFER

European businessman offers
partnership in new establish-
ment Ltd. in Europe and
Phuket. Years of experience
from Europe and Thailand, |
have and good connections in
Thailand. Work permit no prob-
lem! Business beginning di-
rectly, all prepared! Participa-
tion: 27,000 Euros. Email:
miamibeachn@netscape.net

KATA BAR

FOR SALE
Going cheap! Call K. Rannee
now at Tel: 06-6833964,
or for more details Email:

franklee200@hotmail.com

BAR FOR SALE

Big area, including everything.
Please call for more info. Tel:
06-9414172,09-7275240.

25% Discount on Classifiedsfor Shopper Card Holders

|F YOU...

Placeyour ad in these pages;
Present your Shopper Card; and
Pay for the ad at our offices,

you’ll enjoy a25% discount* AND haveyour ad appear freeof
chargein thePhuket Gazette Online.

With more than 10,000 visitors a day, the ISland Trader Onlineis
Thailand’'s most active classified marketplace.

* Ads may be submitted in person or online (phuketgazette.net/classifieds), but
must be paid for at the Gazette offices. The discount is not available when
payment is made at our agents.

The Phuket Gazette Co Ltd
367/2 Yaowar at Road, Phuket City
Tel: 076-236555 Fax: 076-213971
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m-Mart Company Limited

LICEMN

SE NGO,
We buy and sell foreign currency
Very mmm rate.

. Please call
Kung Tel: 09-7208
K. Nitut Tel: 09-7260463

25400026
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General Law & Accounting

wanw, phuketattorney.com
09- 1956040, 076-263851

TIAL COMFERENCE

Island
Creamin

Discounted Hotels
in all the resost destinations pou want fo b

ﬂ HotelTravel

DAY TRIP TO
RANONG

New double-decker tour bus
(not minibus), non-smoking
and smoking areas, toilet,
films/music, snacks and
drinks, on-board buffet lunch.
No extras to pay, all-inclu-
sive. Only 1,500 baht. Every
Mon, Wed, Fri, Sat, Sunday.
Tel: 04-7457024.

EDUCATION
FUN CLUB

Le Club Des P'Tits Chou for
children aged 2 to 6, near
Rawai Gym. Open Monday
through Friday, 8 am to 4
pm. Full- or part-time, hourly
club available for parties
and babysitting. Please
contact Angelina. Tel: 07-
2790264.

SAFEWAY STORAGE
Secure storage for your fur-
niture, car, boat or bike. Best
rates in Phuket. Tel: 076-
281283, 01-1251873.
Please see our website at
www.safewayphuket.com

PERSIAN CARPETS
Oriental hand-knotted carpet,
rug and kilim dealer (specializ-
ing in washing and repair). Free
pick up and delivery. Please
contact for more information.
Tel: 01-9563061. Email:
sohail_carpet@yahoo.com

T loury M one@arn
Work Lessa
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GOLDEN

opportunity. An excellent, co-
educational international
boarding school in India:
Pestleweed College, teaching
grades 1to 12 in CBSE-IB pro-
gram; offers excellent facili-
ties, including swimming,
horse riding, golf and tennis.
Pls contact for more info. Tel:
01-4300294, 06-6830786.
Email: bestleweed-2k@yahoo
.com

SITE/SALES OFFICE
For sale or rent, best rates in
Phuket. Shipping containers
onyour site or ours for 2,400
baht per month. Tel: 076-
281283, 01-1251873.
Please see our website at:
www.safewayphuket.com

SHOPHOUSE

Shop with 2-bedroom apart-
ment, access road, parking.
Please call for more informa-
tion. Tel: 076-284257 or 01-
8913972.

VIDEO CAMCORDER
wanted. Cheap video cam-
corder required, to be donated
to the Duang Prateep Founda-
tion children’s charity in Bang
Muang, Phang Nga. Genuine
request to help kids in need.
Please contact for more de-
tails. Tel: 076-385932, 04-
8389063. Email: stusmith@
phuket.ksc.co.th

DIGITAL CAMERA
Canon PowerShot Pro, 1.8
megapixels. 23,000 baht.
Please call for more info. Tel:
01-8921097.

WANTED: 256 DDR
Looking for 256 DDR RAM for
PC. Please email me for more
information at: jonpet@ksc.
th.com

17" MONITOR

for sale, asking for 1,500
baht. Please contact for more
info. Tel: 04-6259065. Email:
changpongsak@yahoo.com

COMPUTER
REPAIRS

English computer technician
fixes new or used. GPRS,
ADSL, WLAN and Internet
access without a phone.
Tel: 09-4735080.

LPs TO CDs

Who could transfer my old
LPs on to CDs for a reason-
able price? | will be back in
Phuket (where my LPs are) in
early February for 2 months.
Please contact me by email if
you think you might be able to
help. Email: rolfkranepuhl@
aol.com

Lost & Found

2,000-BAHT

REWARD
“Sophie” went missing
from our house at Surin
Beach on Jan 1. Black “soi
dog”, slim build (about
15kg), with a pleasant na-
ture. Black coat with gray/
white nose and white on her
chest. Tel: 01-3704001.
Email: claire@pipsphuket.
com

LOST DOG

Very friendly male dog found
near Royal Crown Hotel on
Nanai Rd, Patong. If you've
lost a dog lately, email me a
pic. He's been hanging around
here for a few months and
the hotel owner wants him
gone. He'sagood petif you're
looking to adopt. I'mjust try-
ing to help him out. Tel: 076-
342875,01-0862772. Email:
thewizardofrockandroll@
gmail.com

Miscellaneous
for Sale

INTERMATIOMAL
DRIVERS LICENSE
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Miscellaneous
Wanted

KIDS’ PARTY?

Hire a bouncing castle for
great fun. For rates and infor-
mation. Tel: 01-8918689.

BBQ WANTED

| am looking for a portable gas
BBQ - 2 or 3 burners with
hotplate (Aussie style). Email:
mike7474@hotmail.com

PHUKET ACADEMY
of dance. Tap, jazz, ballet, gym,
exams. Wiggle & giggle
classes. Ladies tap & jazz. Tel:
07-2647397. (Karen), O7-
2848536. (Dorothy).

PINOY VISA RUN
Monday to Saturday. Please
callK. Mhaurico Pinoy ITO. Tel:
04-1829143.

NEED A TRANSLATOR?
| can speak English and make
your stay here easier. Also
available for handicapped
people. Tel: 09-6564997.

PLAY GROUP

Foreign mothers: Let's starta
play group for our infants and
toddlers! Tel: 06-2670756.
Email: two4trinity@yahoo.
co.uk

LOOKING FOR

a babysitter? Experienced En-
glish-speaking college student
looking to watch your child/
children of all ages. Day or
night. Tel: 06-2769735.
Email: mtrjdoug@hotmail.
com

OSTEOPATHY
Manipulation, sport mas-
sage and acu-pressure spe-
cialist for back problems.
Please call Robin. Tel: 04-
6433915.

BABYSITTER

Experienced French native and
English-speaker will take care of
your children for an evening, a
day or longer. 300 baht/hour/
child. Have French diploma,
I live in Phuket City. Tel: 06-279-
1905, 06-2793400. Email:
nvstnvstephanie@hotmail.
com

Personals

SINGLE 35 MALE
Looking for lady to start up new
life & business. Thai/foreigner.
Email: investor wanted@
hotmail.com

BACKGAMMON

Retired businessman look-
ing for backgammon play-
ers on Phuket Island. Tel:
076-386113, 01-577-
8443.

EDUCATED GUY

I"'m looking for a fresh, funny
and pretty lady to enjoy this
beautiful island together. | am
honest, frank, gentle and have
good habits & looks. Please
contact via email at Email:
merlin_upm@yahoo.com

CULTURAL FARANG

A 34-year-old foreign man
who is interested in almost
everything is looking for a
lady for a serious relation-
ship. Email: jouhey@
suomi24.fi

CAT-SITTER NEEDED
Warm place for sweet cat for
6 weeks. Inside and outside,
litter trained. All shots with
records. Will pay. Tel: 03-
1726453. Email: iamnotrossi
@yahoo.com

TRD STUD QUICKLY
Red Thai Ridgeback bitch in
heat and ready to breed this
week. Looking for suitable
TRD stud. Cash or puppy for
right dog. Will wait for next
cycle if not found in time.
Would like to meet other TRD
owners in Phuket. Please call
now for more information.
Tel: 09-6522952.

Would you like to keep up on what's happening
in Phuket - the good, the bad and the bizarre?
Let ug ghare 1t with you - every week/

I Ti: The Phuket Gazette Co Lid, 3672 Yaowarat Road,
: Amphar Muaang, Fhoket 33000, Thailand,

| YES, | want to receive the PHUKET GAZETTE
: for a full year - 52 igsuesl
l I hereby authorize payment against my Visa O / Mastercard O w
I |:| Thai Baht 1,560 for Phuket Special Delivery (Fhuket Island only!)
1 L Thai Baht 2,800 for a domestic subseription {outside Phoket)

1 L Thai Baht 8,000 for an overseas subscription (any country outside Thailand)
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MAZDA 1600,
SALE BY OWNER

Mazda Protege 1600. Year
2001. Automatic, no acci-
dents, one owner, new tires.
Please contact for more de-
tails. Tel: 01-6949088, O01-
4960305. Email: pakdeej@
yahoo.com

CLASSIC CAR

1978 Chevrolet Camaro,
dark blue with white stripes,
original V8 and automatic, in
first class condition. Asking
500,000 baht. Please con-
tact Bjorn for more details.
Tel: 01-8060555.

HONDA CIVIC 2002
Leather interior, 6-CD player,
alam, 10 months first-class
insurance, 63,000km, VGC.
For sale at 615,000 baht, or
for long-term rent. Tel: 09-
9708281. Email: kevphkt@
co.uk

DAIHATSU MIRA

1996, 64,000km, well main-
tained, bills to show, easy to
drive, economical town car.
110,000 baht. Tel: 09-909-
1917. Email: porterat@
phuket.ksc.co.th

1974 BMW 2002 Ti

in perfect condition. Best one
in Thailand, drives like new.
Metallic silver color, aircon,
CD, spare double carburet-
tors, etc. Driven daily. Pictures
available. 300,000 baht. Email:
katana750s3@gmail.com

BMW 523i SPORT
Comes with 18" BMW M5
wheels with new rubber. Mile-
age: 70,000km. Serviced at
BMW. Mint condition inside
and out. 1.6 million baht for
quick sale. Please contact for
further info. Tel: 076-240042,
01-8933259. Email: nuk777
@csloxinfo.com

1956 CHEVROLET

Fully restored and modernized.
V8, automatic, power steer-
ing, disc brakes, real leather
interior, aircon. Everything
new. Must be seen to appreci-
ate. 1.5 million baht ono.
Please contact formore info.
Tel: 06-2778461. Email:
brunuiviv®hotmail.com

OPEL ASTRA

caravan. 1994, 150,000km,
red, lots of new parts. 160,000
baht ono. Tel: 01-0819775.
Email: vss@divecrew.com

CAR FOR SALE

Daihatsu Mira in good condi-
tion, easy to drive and eco-
nomical; lady owned. For
quick sale, only 99,000 baht.
Please call Tel: 01-5371050.

FORD RANGER 4WD
4\WD Ford Ranger 2.5 XLT
Hurricane, registered Septem-
ber 2001. Low mileage
(56,000km), double airbag,
CD player, remote key/alarm,
roll bar, 1st-class insurance.
The car drives very welland is
for sale at only 400,000 baht.
Tel: 09-8669406. Email:
danex01@gmail.com

NISSAN 4WD PICKUP
Big MF 2001, 4 doors, diesel,
2.5 turbo, multi options, 1
owner, 75,000km only; in
excellent condition. Asking
390,000 baht. Tel: 07-814-
6448.

KIA SPORTAGE 4X4

1998, automatic, renewed
December 2005. Brakes,
front window, battery, CD-
player + 4 speakers, horn,
etc. Includes 1 year of first-
class insurance. Price:
350,000 baht. Pls call for
more info. Tel: 06-7426265.

1995 CARIBIAN
FOR SALE
1995 white Suzuki Caribian
for sale at: 135,000 baht.
Please contact for details.
Tel: 01-6078567. Email:
suksavat@hotmail.com

VITARA

Cream color, 5 doors, central
locking, 45,000km, very
good condition, no accidents.
420,000 baht (non-nego-
tiable). Tel: 076-377718.
Email: tydbo@yahoo.com

1994 RANGE ROVER
Blue, 131,000km, everything
new. In perfect condition, all
extras. 4.2-liter, 8-cylinder
engine. Price: 420,000 baht.
Please contact for more de-
tails. Tel: 076-388-593, 07-
8938747. Email: bigbhoudab
@hotmail.com

KIA SPORTAGE 4X4
Four doors, in fantastic condi-
tion, 81,000km. Price only
315,000 baht. Please call for
more information. Tel: 09-
2905594,

MITSUBISHI 4WD
Mid-2002 Mitsubishi Strada
2.8GLS. 4WD, 4-door with
Carryboy. 96,000km, excel-
lent condition throughout. Tax
and first-class insurance paid
until April. This car sells in the
showroom for 500,000 baht.
Asking 440,000 baht. Email
for photos. Available for
viewing now. Tel: 01-956-
5601. Email: binlid44@
hotmail.com

CHEAP JEEP

85,000 baht. Left-hand-drive
Willys Jeep with Nissan en-
gine. Fun car. Tel: 07-628-
0389, 07-9563529. Emial:
punsexysiam@yahoo.com

FORD EVEREST 4X4
September 2003, top model.
91,000km, 2500cc diesel
engine. Great condition, fully
serviced. Gold color, MP3
player, 7 seats (leather).
720,000 baht. Pls contact for
more info. Tel: 01-8922419.
Email: gitano@Ioxinfo.co.th

Motorbikes

MOTORBIKE
FOR SALE
A 1-year-old Kawasaki
112cc, in excellent condition,
black color. Asking 23,000
baht. Tel: 01-5395329.

SUZUKI INTRUDER
1,400cc, in good condition.
Rare opportunity to buy from
a private owner — not a rental
agency! Please contact for full
details Tel: 01-2738160.
Email: ppe@Iloxinfo.co.th

HONDA VFR 400cc

In good condition; has green
book. Only 50,000 baht. Tel:
07-1301363.

750 CUSTOM

chopper: 75,000 baht. Leav-
ingin 3 weeks, must selll The
best bike | have owned in Thai-
land (out of 4). Itis a Suzuki
Katana 750cc on a swing-arm
frame, with lots of chrome. It
looks like a Fat Boy and most
don’t know the difference.
Fun and reliable. Must see to
believe. SMS or email me for
more details and pics. Tel: 09-
9708023. Email: jjandjasmine
@yahoo.com

CUSTOM STEED

Honda Steed 400 custom bike.
Comes with green book and
insurance. 110,000 baht (ne-
gotiable). Please contact for full
details. Tel: 01-6063045.
Email: johnogtip@hotmail.com

Need wheels? Check out

www.phuketgazette.net/classifieds

2005 HONDA
PHANTOM

Like new, 200cc, ridden only
600km; black and silver
color, with saddle bags and
helmets. Cost 93,000 baht,
will sell for 75,000 baht. Tel:
01-4761026.

HONDA WAVE 125S
Excellent condition, under
warranty, hardly used, 2003
model, 6,000km. Price:
29,000 baht. Pls contact for
more details. Tel: 05-217-
0738. Email: rakrause4b

@hotmail.com

2005 WAVE 125
4,900km. 10 months old, un-
der warranty, great shape, no
accidents. Price: 33,500 baht.
Tel: 03-1726453. Email:
iamnotrossi@yahoo.com

HONDA CB 400

In very good condition. 75,000
baht. Please contact me for
further details. Tel: 01-970-
1580.

JRD 125cc CITY

surfer. Yellow, great condi-
tion, 7,000km, 2 years old. For
quick sale — only 13,000 baht.
Pls contact for more info. Tel:
09-56875956. Email: hugbou
@yahoo.com

KAWASAKI KAZE
112cc. Oneyearold, 11,000
km, silver/black. Like-new
condition. A bargain at
20,000 baht. Please call Tel:
07-8903407.

TIGER 120cc

2003, red, 3,000km, Givi top
box: 13,000 baht ono. Please
contact for more details. Tel:
01-0819775. Email: vss@
divecrew.com

LOW PRICE

Lowv price for long-term rent.
Many types of new cars,
with CD player and insur-
ance, and well maintained.
Pls contact for more info.
Tel: 01-6078567. Email:
suksavat@hotmail.com

NEW HONDA JAZZ

New Honda Jazz for rent.
Black, CD player, aircon, in-
sured. Low price for long
term. Pls contact for more
information. Tel: 01-415-
4043, 06-2664343. Email:
neil_skeldon@hotmail.com

MOTORBIKE
Good motorbike for rent at
only 2,400 baht a month or
700 baht a week. Tel: 076-
214794, 06-6837162.
Email: somthawin_pw@
hotmail.com

A1 CAR RENTAL

Cars, trucks, jeeps — fully in-
sured for rental. Best prices for
long-term rental: 12,000 baht-
20,000 baht per month.
Please call for more informa-
tion. Tel: 076-200900, 09-
8314703.

BP RENTALS

Mopeds for rent at 3,000 baht
per month. Discount for long-
term rental. Good daily rates.
Tel: 09-4727304.

BP RENTALS

Suzuki Caribians with full in-
surance for rent at 12,000
baht per month. Good daily
rates and helpful manage-
ment. Tel: 09-4727304.

WANTED:

TOYOTA VIGO
| am looking for a 4-door,
4WD, 3.0 D4D G model with
no accidents. | have
650,000 baht waiting for the
right vehicle. Please contact
forinfo. Tel: 09-0346734.
Email: johnholdernesse@
yahoo.com

4WD PICKUP

Wanted to rent from Janu-
ary to May 2006, or to
lease w/option to buy: 4-
wheel-drive pickup truck or
Land Rover with diesel en-
gine, in good running condi-
tion. Please state age, mile-
age and price wanted. A
photo by email would be help-
ful. Tel: 07-9745698. Email:
micviet @yahoo.com

PICKUP WANTED

Coming to Phuket end of
January and want to buy a
pickup in good condition, pref-
erably with 4 doors and
aircon. Send offer, picture and
phone number by mail. Email:
ericdekegel@belgacom.net

Wie turn your car into a STAR
STOP lacquer aging!
Mo more wax or palishing!

Please use this form to write your classified advertisement.
Then hand it to any of our agents.

B O O A O (2 1)

Classified ads are charged per line. Each line is 80 baht,
with a minimum of 4 lines (heading included) per ad.

All advertising must be paid for in advance.
Deadline for Wheels & Motors page: Saturday 12 noon.
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PROMJALI DENTAL CLINIC
Bypass : 076 261836-7, 06 -9510999
wawnpromipaidental_com

Dentistry
enhances the smile!
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Patong: 076-345341-2, 01-8934304
Bypass Road: 076-261836-7, 06-95] (090

Bungkok: 02-2616329-31, 01-4501550
www.promjaidentalcom Email: infodpromjaidental.com
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=SCHOOL
TEFLPIlus® LinguaPlus”

Teachar iraining Language centre

our first choloe for language classes on Phuket [sland, with
branches in Patong and Chalong.

Thailand's best walue TEFL course at anby 35,000 baht

Patong Language School
Arconsom Sguare, Patong, Kathu, Phuket 83150
Tel O 7634 0373 Fax 0 T34 0873

LinguaPlus Language Centre
BEME Wisel Road, Chalong, Phukel 83000
TelFax 0 7628 0368

TEFLPIus Teacher Training
wiww teliplus.com  infodRiefiplus.com

info@ phuket-languageschool.com  weaw.phukel-languageschool com

Your cargo doesnt have io be expensive
precious.

to be ireated as

Not everything we camy is prceless but everything is precious, Regardiess ol
whether you're sending bundreds of kilkos of fresh secoulent froits or just
a lew carals of préciows gems, you can rest assured your cargo is being
handied with the wery highest guality of care, For every kind of cargo, pul
wour brust in THAI Cango:

P i v, e ol wee Pursann o o T g Teroamd, Sl e Boeoe O 08 Praioal drpaet

! S8 B8 Fae. (178 T3 T1ES

(3 b b "l."ll.l'l-f"l

. J0% CONCTEIe.. 20% innemnu
el 10-year guarantee
No piping.. Noldeaks
0ss-clrrent ]

-'*-_‘_ g

imming
s
A"i -

|l¥-b

2 ,}‘ Hvﬂrbmef.laﬂr
. . '

" DesJoyaux

P OODL S

L it o ;
[resjopaux in Thai]ad SIN{:E l gﬁﬁ'
Bangkok: Tel:-+46& 2 $88%333 Fax:+66 2 M88118 Phuket: Tel:+66 76 263688 Fax: +66 76 264023

Erabi: Tel:+66 75 624553 Fax: +66 75 624554 Chiang Mai: Tel:-+66 53 283901-2 Fax:+66 53 202859
Hatyai: Tel-+66 74 262934-5 Fax:-+66 T4 262936 Samui: Tel: + 66 77 2475889 Fax:+66 77 427256

A IJEHjE:IJI'H.IJEHHI.H..LUI:II

See [SSUES & ANSWERS at www.phuketgazette.net
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