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| ocal Britons honored
for thar tsunami work

New MBEs (Members of the Order of the British Empire)

By Shiona Mackenzie
& Sam Wilkinson

PHUKET: Cynthia Ratcliffe,
President of the Phuket Interna-
tional Women's Club (PIWC),
Martin Carpenter, Chairman of
the British Business Association
of Phuket (BBAP), UK Honor-
ary Consul Alan Cooke and Di-
saster Victim Identification Unit
Press Officer Lucy Norton have
been made Members of the Or-
der of the British Empire (MBE)
in the UK’s New Year Honours
List for their efforts in helping
tsunami victims.

“| feel quite amazed and it
hasn’t really sunk in yet. | never
expected anything like this to
happen to me,” said Mrs
Ratcliffe, who was awarded for
her continuing servicesto disad-
vantaged Thai children and vic-
tims of the tsunami.

She tended to the injured,
volunteered to clean up debris
and helped tsunami survivors
from overseas by using her lin-
guistic skillsin French, Spanish,
Portuguese and Dutch.

“Last year so much assis-
tance was needed and it is very
nice to have al that hard work
acknowledged, but I am happy,
aso, to be ableto continue doing
more,” she added.

Cynthia Ratcliffe.

Mr Carpenter said, “I am
delighted and honored to have
been presented with this MBE.
It's very nice to be recognized
for what | did. However, there
were many people involved in
many ways in the rescue and
identification process after the
tsunami. | would liketo takethis
opportunity to especialy thank
thoseindividualswho assisted me

Alan Cooke.

in what was an incredible joint
effort following the tragedy on
December 26, 2004.”

The PIWC and the BBAP
presented avariety of fund-rais-
ing activities over the past year
in aid of tsunami victims. Both
organizationsalso regularly con-
tribute financial assistance for
needy children across Phuket,
and provideclothing, shelter, food

Martm Carpenter.

and scholarshipsto Thai orphans
and victims of child abuse.

Metropolitan Police
Deputy Assistant Commissioner
John Yates, who led the UK po-
lice response to identify British
tsunami victims, was al so recog-
nized in the New Year Honours
List.

He was awarded the
Queen’s Police Medal.

Onekilled and 75 hurt on roads over New Year

By Nattamon Ratcharak

PHUKET: One man was killed
and 75 peoplewereinjuredinroad
accidents in Phuket over the
New Year's celebrations.

Thefatal accident occurred
at 4:30amin Chalong on Decem-
ber 31, when a matorcycle col-
lided with apickup truck.

The motorcyclist, Suwit
Mumngen, waskilled instantly.

Siriporn Sasu, an officer
with the Phuket Office of Disas-
ter Prevention and Mitigation
(ODPM), told the Gazette that
most road accidentsover thefes-
tive season were alcohol-rel ated
and occurred largely at night.

According to the ODPM,
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there were 59 accidents on the
island between December 29 and
January 2.

Some 2,003 road users
were charged with committing
traffic violationsover the holiday
period.

Theseincluded 1,333 found
to be driving without a valid li-
cense; 399 motorcyclists fined

for not wearing a crash helmet
and 156 drivers charged for not
wearing a seat belt.

There were 74 drunk driv-
ing charges and 28 people were
finedfor drivingillegally modified
motorcycles.

Thirteen people were
charged with breaking the speed
limit.
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ROUND-UP OF STRAY
DOGS TO BEGIN

By Anongnat Sartpisut

PHUKET: Representativesfrom
just five of the idand's 13 local
government bodies attended a
meeting to address the island’s
long-standing stray dog problem.
At the December 27 meeting it
was also announced that dog
owners in two areas can now
apply for “passports’ for regis-
tered pets.

The meeting at Phuket Pro-
vincial Hall, and chaired by
Phuket Governor Udomsak
Uswarangkura, was organized by
the Phuket Provincial Livestock
Office (PPLO), which was rep-
resented by its Chief, Sunart
Wongchawalit.

Only four or five people
were present at the start of the
mesting, including representatives
from the Tambon Administration
Organizations (OrBorTor) of Mai
Khao and Sakoo, along with
Kata-Karon Municipality. Repre-
sentatives of Wichit and Rawai
OrBorTor arrived later.

Representatives of animal
welfare organizations on the is-
land were not invited.

Gov Udomsak stressed the
need to control the number of
strays at beaches and temples,
saying that they pose a threat to
tourism.

“I get complaints from
many tourists who are afraid of

stray dogs roaming the beaches.
It'snolaughing matter if atourist
gets bitten, because we have a
tourism-based economy and we
must ensure that it is safe for
tourists here,” he said.

“The provincewill dowhat
it can, but inthe end successwill
come down to the effort of each
local government body,” he said.

Weekly round-ups of strays
will take place on Fridays, start-
ing on January 13 inthe Chalong
Bay area. Therewill be 13 round-
ups altogether.

TEMPLES

The PPLO expects to remove
some 380 straysfrom 12 beaches
(Chalong, Rawai, Nai Harn,
Kata, Karon, Patong, Kamala,
Surin, Bang Tao, Nai Thorn, Nai
Yang and Sai Kaew) and 330
more from Phuket’s 11 main
temples.

PPLO officials working
withloca government bodieswill
use tranquillizer guns to capture
strays from beaches, which will
then be taken to the Mid-Road
Dog Shelter in Thalang for steril-
ization. Those rounded up at
templeswill be sterilized on site.

K. Sunart told the Gazette
after the meeting that the Gover-
nor had limited the number of
strays that the shelter could hold
to 500.

Thereare currently 420-430
animals housed there, he said.

The shelter had enough re-
sources to care for this number
of animals.

K. Sunart denied that any
animals would be put down to
accommodate new arrivals.

“If the number reaches 500
we' |l stop theround-ups,” hesaid.

It is unknown just how
many strays there are on the is-
land, but a survey conducted | ast
year by the PPLO estimated the
number at about 3,500.

Gov Udomsak said that spe-
cial emphasis would be put on
controlling stray dog populations
in the north of theisland, in Mai
Khao and Sakoo Tambons, and
that the Tah Chat Chai check-
point would be monitored closdly.

K. Sunart also told the
meeting that the Livestock De-
partment has approved Phuket as
a pilot province for a “passport
project”, under which al regis-
tered pet dogswould beimplanted
with microchips and issued with
apermit by the Ministry of Agri-
culture and Co-operatives that
would alow the animal to travel
internationally withitsowners.

He said that Phuket was
chosen becauseitisasmall prov-
ince and an island, which should
makeit easier to control the stray
dog population and to microchip
all registered dogs.

e

The aftermath: the bus on its side and anti-fire foam on the road.

Tourists hurt in bus crash

PATONG: A tour buscarrying 37
Israelis overturned on Prab-
aramee Rd in rainy weather at
about 5 pm on December 29,
while it was en route to Patong
from Khao Lak in Phang Nga.
Two passengers were seriously
injured in the crash.

Theerayuth Prasertphol,
Chief Technical Officer of the
Phuket Provincial Transportation
Office, told the Gazette that as
the bus was traveling down the
two-laneroad, whichwasdlippery
from a recent downpour at the
time, the driver lost control and
was forced to turn into the hill-
sidetoavoid crossinginto oncom-
ing traffic.

Thebusthenrolled ontoits
side. Several motorcycliststrav-

eling behind thebuswerealsore-
ported to have fallen from their
vehiclesasthe bus skewed across
the road.

Traffic to and from Patong
was blocked for three hours, un-
til about 8 pm, while spilled petrol
was cleaned up and a crane was
brought to the scene to clear the
vehicle from the roadway.

Pol Lt Weerapong Rakito of
Kathu Police Station told the Ga-
zette that the police charged the
busdriver, Sompong Tuanyai, 48,
with causing injury by careless
driving.

All those injured in the ac-
cident were treated at Patong
Hospital, Bangkok Hospital
Phuket and Siriroj Hospital.

— Anongnat Sartpisut

Governor calls for

By Sangkhae Leelanapaporn

PHUKET CITY: At hismonthly
meeting with provincial chief of-
ficers on December 29, Phuket
Governor Udomsak Uswarang-
kura called for the government

and private sector to continue
their co-operative effortsto help
Phuket to full recovery by next
high season.

Gov Udomsak said that
Phuket had recovered faster than
other places affected by the tsu-

continued recovery efforts

nami because the government
and the private sector had
worked well together, and he
commended central government
policy that all ministersinvolved
must regularly visit affected ar-
eas in order to check on how re-
COVery projects are progressing.

“It is lucky for us that we
all understood what Phuket
needed, whichisdifferent to other
places where they could not
agreeand lost the chancefor their
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tourism to recover quickly.

“I heard that many hotels[in
Phuket] have about 70%-80%
occupancy, which, after 2006, |
believe will back to 100%,” Gov
Udomsak said.

He added that he believes
Khao Lak and the Phi Phi Islands
will take about two more years
tofully recover.

“Nowhere was | eft without
feeling the pain of the tsunami,
and for 2006 | would like to ask
every official to get involved and
help to improve tourism in Phu-
ket,” he said.

“Andthank youto everyone
involved in organizing thetsunami
memorial services. We had many
international mediaorganizations,
such as CNN and the BBC, help
promote Phuket. | believe
Phuket’s good image will be re-
stored soon.

“We have received a great
deal of praise from the interna-

tional media saying that Phuket
isfinenow,” Gov Udomsak said.

He added that tsunami me-
moria services gave him the op-
portunity to highlight Phuket’'s
major problemsto Prime Minis-
ter Thaksin Shinatwatraand vis-
iting Cabinet ministers, including
Agriculture Minister Sudarat
Keyuraphan.

“1 explained to her about
Phuket’s chronic water shortage
problems. She said she would
return to look into the problem
herself, but she could not give a
date when,” he said.

Similarly, heexplained other
problems and projects currently
under way to other ministers, he
said.

“I explained the many
projects that are needed to solve
Phuket’s problems. Don’t worry,
| am always ready to take a shot
at goal if the ball touches my
feet,” Gov Udomsak quipped.
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Bar girl ‘added
Injury toinsult’

KARON: Chalong Police are
looking for a bar hostess named
“Poo” who broke the heart of a
Swedish tourist — then added in-
jury to insult by smashing a beer
bottle over his head on New
Year's Eve.

A report of theincident was
made by the victim soon after the
attack, which occurred at around
1:30 am on January 1.

Swede Peter Kawe, 43, told
police that he came to Phuket as
atourist late last year and had
fallen deeply in love with Poo —
real name not reported —with the
understanding that shewassingle
and childless, hetold police.

As patrons of the Seven
Beer Bar celebrated the arrival
of 2006, one of Poo'sfriendstold
the Swede that not only was she
already married — but that she
also had achild.

When the Swede con-
fronted Pooto ask if thiswastrue,
she smashed a beer bottle over
his head and hurled the broken
remains at him, he said.

Covered with his own
blood, the Swede continued to
demand an explanation from Poo
about why she had lied to him.

He only left the bar after
Poo chased him out with a fruit
knife, hetold police.

Pol Lt Col Anek Mongkol
of the Chalong Police Station told
the Gazette that if Poo could be
found she would be arrested and
charged with assault.

— Anongnat Sartpisut

Gambling top of the

December arreststable

PHUKET: Statistics released by
Phuket Provincial Police show
that gambling again tops the ar-
rests table, with 256 people ar-
rested from December 1 to 25 for
the offense.

Two murderswerereported
during the month, with one case
solved. There were two cases of
attempted murder in which no
arrests were made.

There were 36 reports of
theft, with three people charged
with snatch-and-run crimes.
Eight people were arrested for
possessing firearms without a li-
cense.

One hundred and twenty
people were arrested for theille-
gal possession of controlled sub-
stances — and 44 were charged
with possessing atotal of 4,760
ya bah (methamphetamine) tab-
lets.

Thirty-four peoplewerear-
rested for offenses related to
prostitution.

Have you seen this catamaran recently? The distinctive ‘Kilo” under sail during the recent King’s Cup.

Reward offered for missing yacht

By Chris Husted

KATA: Yacht owner Chris Sieber
isoffering aUS$5,000 reward for
information directly leading tothe
recovery of his 46-foot catama-
ran Kilo, which went missing off
Kata Beach on December 18.

Mr Sieber told the Gazette
that Kilo was last seen anchored
offshore from the Kata Beach
Resort on December 17, follow-
ing the King's Cup Regatta, for
which Kilo was chartered.

“Atfirst | thought they [the
charter crew] may have taken
her for a trip, but the next day
we realized that the boat was
missing,” Mr Sieber said.

He reported the boat as
missing with Chalong Policeand
with the Marine Police the fol-
lowing day. Authoritiesin Ranong,
Burma and the Andaman &
Nicobar Islands have also been
notified.

The Marine Palice put out
acal for al commercial fishing
vesselsto report any sightings of
a boat matching the description
of Kilo. However, they did not
launch a search, Marine Police
Lt Col Pratueng Siramanont told
the Gazette.

Although theft isapossibil-
ity, Mr Sieber has not ruled out
that Kilo may smply havedrifted
off her anchor. However, he
could not give an estimated
search perimeter where the boat,
if adrift, might befound.

“If she's adrift she should
be somewhere out between
Sumatra and the Andaman &
Nicobar Islands, but with the
shifting winds aswell asthe cur-
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rents, it's nearly impossible to
tell,” hesaid.

“But if she's been stolen,
she could be anywhere.”

Two aerial searches by the
Phuket-based helicopter charter
company HeliThai failedtolocate
the boat.

Thefirst search, which took
place on December 20, was
southwest of Phuket, where Kilo
is expected to be if sheis adrift.
The second search a few days
later covered Phang Nga Bay,
including Koh Yao Noi and Krabi.

Mr Sieber explained that
Kilo had been stripped down for
racing inthe King's Cup Regatta.
There was very little drinking
water and no provisionson board.

“And| left only alittlediesel,” he
said.

Kilocan easily beidentified
by itsdistinctive Tim Mumby de-
sign. “If it has been stolen, then
thethievesarenot the brightest,”
he said. “There are only four
boats like this in the world. It's
not likeit'sa Toyota or a Mitsu-
bishi.”

Anyone with information
about Kilo’s current where-
abouts is urged to contact Chris
Sieber at Tel: 01-8871558 or by
email at: seabear_1@yahoo.com
or chris@katabigrock.net

Alternatively, contact Bob
Mott at Tel: 01-7974061 or by
email at: marineware@loxinfo.
co.th

UK student found
dead on Samui

SAMUI: Thepolicemanincharge
of theinvestigation into the desth
of British tourist Katherine
Horton suspectsfoul play, but said
that a preliminary police exami-
nation of the body revealed no
signs of assault or rape.

Pol Ma Thanongsak Ak-
sornsom of the Samui District
Policetold the Gazette that Miss
Horton’'s body, in a black dress,
was found floating in shallow
water off Lamai Beach at about
10 am on January 2 by ajet-ski
rental operator.

The Cardiff, Wales, native,
a21-year-old student at the Uni-
versity of Reading, was on holi-
day on Samui with afriend. The
pair arrived in Thailand on De-
cember 27 and reached Koh
Samui on December 31, in time
to celebrate New Year's Eve
there.

As her friend returned to
their shared bungalow late onthe
evening of January 1, Miss
Horton took a late-night stroll
along Lamai Beach.

Her body was found the
next morning.

Police are questioning
people in the area, but have not
identified any suspects, Maj
Thanongsak said.

From the shorelinelocation
of the recovered body police as-
sume that death was the result
of an accident or an attack on the
beach, he added.

MissHorton’sbody will be
sent to the Royal Thai Police
Office of Forensic Science in
Bangkok for further examination
to try and determine the exact
cause of death, he said.

— Anongnat Sartpisut
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Broken spirit houses. Used cement bags. Foam packing. Shattered
beer bottles. Cracked ceramic tiles. Mold-covered wooden planks.
Black garbage bags, the contents of which can only be guessed
at...What do these things have in common? All of it — and much,
much more — can be found strewn along the shoulder of the Sapam-
Samkong road, Phuket's newest garbage tip.

The Gazette’s Anongnat Sartpisut reports.

ot long ago, the

Sapam-Samkong road

was aquiet byway. A

pleasantly winding
road with little traffic, it runs
north-south between the bypass
road and Thepkrasattri Rd. Ne-
glected by motorists who prefer
the nearby bypassroad just to the
west, it is perhaps best known to
island residents as the detour
route they must follow during
blasting work on the bypassroad
widening project.

Theroad's central location
on theisland has not gone unno-
ticed by property developers,
however. Developers love to
boast: Five minutesto Tesco-Lo-
tus! Five minutes to the airport!
Five minutesto the international
school! Five minutes to golf!”
While no such place may actu-
aly exist, the area from Sapam
to Samkong is probably as close
asit gets.

Among the new projects
along the road are the new Juve-
nile Court building, a bus depot
and two residential devel opments
— Baan Rock Garden and Top
Land — both major projects till
under construction. With all the
shophouse building along Soi
Paniang to the south, it appears
inevitablethat theroad will even-
tually be fully engulfed by the
ever-expanding urban sprawl of
greater Phuket City.

The use of the Sapam-
Samkong road as a convenient —
albeit illegal —garbagetip began
three or four months ago.

Much of the problem, it
seems, stemsfrom confusion be-
tween the Tambon Administra-

tion Organizations (OrBor Tor) of
Rassada and Koh Kaew as to
whichisactually responsiblefor
the area. Both OrBorTor have
contractswith private companies
to provide garbage removal ser-
vices within their jurisdictions,
with all the collected garbage sent
to Saphan Hin for incineration.

The Gazette contacted both
OrBorTor to try to find out who,
if anyone, would take responsi-
bility for Phuket’smost unsightly
roadside.

Rassada OrBorTor Presi-
dent Suthat Hongbood told the
Gazette that it was not clear
whether the areain question fell
under the responsibility of Ras-
sada OrBorTor or Koh Kaew
OrBorTor.

“| feel that the area with
most of the garbage falls under
the responsibility of Koh Kaew
OrBorTor, even though Rassada
OrBorTor once helped them
clear up garbage in that area be-
cause Koh Kaew didn't have a
loader,” he said.

K. Suthat said he plans to
meet with Koh Kaew OrBorTor
soontodeviseajoint strategy for
dealing with the growing piles of
garbage.

Asfor the source of al the
trash, K. Suthat said most of it
wasdumped under cover of dark-
ness. Although there are no ho-
tels or resorts in the vicinity, K.
Suthat suspects that much of the
refuse may haveits sourceinthe
hotel industry.

“We put up asignforbidding
people to dump garbage in the
area. It was effective for a short
time, but before long people be-
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gan dumping trash there again,”
he said.

“l am not sure how much
garbage is there right now. Is it
really getting worse? If Koh
Kaew OrBorTor doesn’'t have
the resources to clear it up, they
can call us up and ask for help,”
he added.

Koh Kaew OrBorTor
President Kuakiat Kitkuar told
the Gazette that part of the road
does lie in Koh Kaew, but that
the areain question is not on the
normal garbage collection route.
Becausethe population density in
the areais so low, the OrBorTor
has not placed trash receptacles
along theroadside.

It is only from areas with
such receptaclesthat the garbage
collectors are responsible for
making pick-ups, he said.

“This waste is not being
generated by the community.
Someoneissmugglingitin—and
we don’'t know who,” he said,
although he suspects that its
source is from nearby property
developmentsand their workers
camps.

SOLUTION

“| ordered OrBor Tor staff tofind
outwhoisdoingit, butit'snot easy
because our staff can’t be there
al the time. Sometimesiit is put
there in the morning, sometimes
at noon, sometimesat night. If we
can find out who is responsible,
we will have them arrested and
prosecuted for sure,” he said.

“The peoplewho are dump-
ing here can beinand out inthree
minutes. Since the police aren’t
doing anything about it, the only
solution is for the OrBorTor to
catch the perpetrators.”

Like his counterpart across
thepoorly delineated Tambonline,
however, K. Kuakiat does not
think the bulk of the garbage is
within hisTambon.

“The huge piles of garbage
arein Rassada,” he said, “espe-
cially the mess along the road
north of the Baan Rock Garden
project.”

The Best way
for your life

Full range of hardware,
Accessones & supplics,
Built to arder, maintenance
& network saluton services

Phuket’

The roadside eyesore

After the Gazette began investigating the garbage problem
along the road, someone set much of it on fire.

He showed the Gazette a
document showing that whilethe
section of road in question falls
under the jurisdiction of Koh
Kaew OrBorTor, Rassada Or-
BorTor is responsible for the
roadside.

K. Kuakiat added that he
appreciated Rassada OrBor-
Tor’s past efforts in cleaning up
garbage on the Koh Kaew side
of the border.

“It would beimpossiblefor
our workers to have picked up
that much garbage without a
|oader,” he said.

Public reaction tothe grow-
ing mess has been mixed. Some
people react with anger, others
with resigned acceptance. Still
others are afraid to speak out for
fear of retribution.

Amporn Singtilom, a fish-
monger, happened to pull hismo-
torcycleand sidecar up along the

side of the road while the Ga-
Zette was photographing the gar-
bage.

“It started to mount up along
here about three monthsago,” he
told the Gazette.

“ Last night, after | sold out
of fish, | told myself that | would
stop by here this morning and
collect some wood to use at my
home. At thevery least | can use
it for cooking fuel,” hesaid, rum-
maging through the debris.

“1 think most of the garbage
isleftover construction materials.
You can see that someone has
tried to burnit. | think the people
who did that are the same ones
wholleft it hereinthefirst place,”
he said.

Surveying the roadside, he
added, “1 don’t think thisisagood
placeto leave garbage... it looks
dirty, and anybody passing by can
see it clearly.”
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Another local resident un-
impressed with the state of the
environment intheareaisUthai-
wan Sujaritham, a teacher at the
nearby Tunkka Boonyakajorn-
pracha Asa School, just south of
wherethe Sgpam-Samkong roadis
becoming Phuket's* messy mile”.

One of K. Uthaiwan's re-
sponsibilities at the school is to
raise the students environmen-
tal awareness by getting them to
keep the school groundsclean and
tidy.

As for the roadside gar-
bage, she said: “I drive past it
every day and | can’t believe how
negligent these peopleare, dump-
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Koh Kaew OrBorTor President
Kuakiat Kitkuar.

‘Someone IS
smuggling it
In —and we
don’t know
who'

ing their garbage there like that.
We are a tourism province... al
thisgarbageisdestroying theen-
vironment.”

The worsening garbage
problem in the area is a major
setback for the school, which four
years ago won a “Magic Eyes’
environmental award from the
Tha Environment and Commu-
nity Development Association.

The school teaches its stu-
dents about the need for conser-
vation and environmental aware-
ness.

It does this through songs,
poster-drawing and speeches by
the headmaster and teachers as
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part of the morning flag-raising
ceremony, she said.

There is aso a recycling
program under which students
can get 500 baht each for bring-
ingintarget amountsof recyclable
waste from their homes.

“The garbage along the
road is partly from property de-
velopment, but it’s just part of a
wider problem that stemsfrom a
lack of environmental aware-
ness,” said the educator.

Problems with garbage in
theareaare not limited to illegal
dumping, she said. “Rassada
OrBorTor used to do thrice-
weekly garbage collectionsat the
school, but now they only come
once a week.”

‘CRAZY’

“We asked for more, larger, bins
to match our growing enrollment,
but they till giveusonly the small
ones. When they are full we put
them out infront of the school so
that it will be easier for them to
empty.”

Asfor the messjust up the
road, she had her own story to
tell.

“Oneday, | saw some bro-
ken glass and nails on the road
near whereall the garbageispiled
up. Seeing that it could cause a
punctureto my vehicle, or to that
of anyone else who passed by, |
pulled over and tried to sweep the
debris into a bag and get it off
the road. People looked at me as
if I was crazy,” she said.

Another local resident the
Gazette asked was the driver of
awater truck. Identifying himself
only as “Maew”, he said, “The
amount is increasing daily. It's
mostly leftover construction ma-
terials. People keep leaving it
there and nobody picksit up, so
the pile continuesto grow.”

Despite a sign placed there warning against illegal dumping, the
garbage just keeps on coming.
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Motorcyclemania, live at Baan Anurak

By Shiona Mackenzie

tisn't easy for some people
to drive by a house with a
big rusty old bike suspended
over thedoorway and arick-
shaw on the front porch. Baan
Anurak Motorcycle Museum's
owner and manager, Boonseub
“Tong” Inmeung, is more mag-
piethan mere motorcyclemaniac.

“l want to rescue other
people’s unwanted items, and |
loveold things becausethey have
so much character. | am inter-
ested in history,” he says.

Upon entering his den of
antiquity, | am amazed by sundry
relicsin, on, under, infront of and
peeking out from behind ancient-
looking cabinets. From clocks
and sewing machines to gramo-
phones, tin toys and a vintage
dentist’s chair, Baan Anurak has
something for every collector.

SELF-TAUGHT

At age 33, K. Tong has aready
acquired aremarkable miscellany
of motorcycles, scootersand their
parts. Heis self-taught in motor-
cyclerestoration, repair and main-
tenance, and has proved himself
so adept that people now come
from across Phuket to have him
operate on their favorite motor-
bikes—aswell asto buy and sell
them.

“l got into motorcycles
when | was 14 yearsold and first

set eyes on abook about the his-
tory of Honda motorbikes,” he
explains.

“I never looked back.

“My family moved to Phu-
ket from Bangkok’s Yaowarat
area— Chinatown —13 years ago,

but it wasn’t until about eight
years ago that | wasfinally able
to make my dream of establish-
ing ashop specializing in motor-
cycle maintenance and unigue
antiques come true.

“Baan Anurak became
quiteahitin Saphan Hinwhereit
was launched, so | founded a
motorcycle club for enthusiasts
like myself to get together. From
a group of four friends, it has
since grown to more than 50
members from across Phuket,”
he says.

The Baan Anurak motor-
cycle club members meet at Wat
Chalong and ride together to
Laem Phromthep or to Rawai
Beach a couple of times a year
to picnicwith their families. Only

occasionally do they take partin
motorcyclists’ festivals outside
Phuket.

Takuapa Rd became home
to Baan Anurak two years ago.
K. Tong also runs a small bar
next to the shop, open every day
fromnoontill late.

“It keeps me happy as well
as busy,” he says. “I hope to re-
main here for many years to
come, because this place is both
spacious and convenient.”

Every now and then, K.
Tong takes time out to travel all
around Thailand in search of un-
usual motorbikes, sometimesbuy-
ing one or two, bringing them
back to Phuket, refurbishing them
and selling them to enthusiastsin
thelocal biking community.

“My customers are gener-
ally guys 20- to 60-years-old who
spend between 7,000 baht and
60,000 baht at atime, depending
onwhat they want. | offer awide
range of servicesand items, from
accessories to vintage motor-
cycles.”

Interestin Baan Anurak has
mushroomed.

“People who love motor-
cycles can't help sharing their
zeal,” he says.

“That’s how | ended up be-
ing invited to take part in the
Phuket Motor Show that was
held in December at Central Fes-
tival —word of mouth.

“The organizer contacted
me out of the blue and it was a
surprising and wel come opportu-

nity to display a couple of my
most prized possessions,” he
says.

K. Tong's passion has
broadened recently. “Electric bi-
cycles are my latest favorite
thing. | amlearning all about them
and may even buy one soon.

“Thanks to the people of
Phuket, | have been ableto build
up a business from scratch and
to thrive — I can live my dream.
Andthisdreamisjust beginning.”

Anyone interested in viewing K.
Tong's collection or getting a
motorcycle repaired is welcome
to visit Baan Anurak Motor-
cycle Museum at 76/2 Takuapa
Rd, T. Rassada, Phu-ket City.
Tel: 06-2670945 (in Thai).

WARNING: SELLING ALCOHOL TO PERSONS UNDER 18 YEARS OLD IS ILLEGAL

When the tafte if perfed,

[t can be the [Tart of a_friendfnip.
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Bungled burglary netsbogusbill

CHON BURI: After arresting
three teenagers for passing a
counterfeit 1,000-baht note,
Pattaya Police were stunned to
learn that two of them had just
stolen it from a nearby bank.

After atipoff by a vendor
at the To Rung Mae Wilai Mar-
ket, police arrested two homeless
boys, 15-year-old “A” and 14-
year-old “B” [real names with-
held because they are minorg],
alongwithagirl, Piyaporn K oon-
harn, 19.

The vendor became suspi-
cious when the three tried to
change a dodgy-looking 1,000-
baht notefor lower denomination
bills. When police arrived, a
search of the boys turned up the
counterfeit 1,000-baht note.

Alsofound ontheboyswas
an assortment of 50 bank cards
issued by the Siam Commercia
Bank.

Theboysimmediately con-
fessed to having stolen all the
items during a break-in at a
nearby branch of the bank.

Thegirl had noinvolvement
in the crime and was just some-
onethey met and had lunch with
at the market, the boys said.

“A” told policethat hewas
a runaway and had been living
on the streets of Pattaya for
about a year, sleeping behind a

shopping mall and running around
with other street kids. He even-
tually met“B”, who had asimilar
story. The two became friends,
every night breaking into homes
or stealing motorcycles and sell-
ing whatever they could thieve.
“A” said that to break into
the bank they first surveyed the
area and determined that a wall
surrounding the bank was not too
high for “B” to scale. Once, in-
side“B”, after breaking aclosed-
circuit TV camera to avoid de-
tection, unscrewed a metal grate
covering a window. Once re-
moved, it waschild’splay for him
to force out the panes from the
louvered glass window and gain
entry to the poorly fortified bank.
Inside, he searched the
drawers and found the 1,000-
baht banknote and other items,
before escaping without notice.
The boys then went to the mar-
ket where they met their friend
Piyaporn, and tried to exchange
the bill for real money so they
could all enjoy anice breakfast.
That was when the police
arrived and arrested all three.
The young suspects will remain
in custody while their other
crimes and the role of Piyaporn
in the bank break-in are investi-
gated.
Source: Kom Chad Luek

Pairoj Sieng-Ek collects his prize of a voucher for a Seafood Basket
dinner for two at Old Siam Thai Restaurant from Athipa ‘Pam’
Bunnak, the Gazette's Events & Public Relations Manager, for
having a ‘We Love Phuket’ sticker on his car.
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Padungsak Ruengroj (left) won a dinner for two at Karon Beach
Resort Restaurant, and receives his voucher from Prasong ‘Pomm’
Pumsathit, the Gazette's Asst. Production Mlanager.
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FROM_THE
GULF OF

THAILAND

By Barry Singleton

liceRegion 8 Chief Mg

en Thanawat Boon-

fieng recently set the

ambitious goal of com-

pletely eradicating within five

years the sale and possession of

illegal firearmsinall of the prov-

inces that fall under hisjurisdic-
tion.

Following aseries of shoot-
ings on theisland, the police are
particularly keen onreducing vio-
lent crime in tourist areas such
as Samui. To thisend, they have
started using specially trained of -
ficersto accompany local police
in checking patrons of island
nightspotsto seeif they are pack-
ing heat.

Sofar they havefocused on
areas already known to be hot-
beds of violent crime, arresting
more than 20 people for posses-
sion of illegal weapons sincethe
start of theinitiative.

“We have a so been follow-
ing the movements of certainin-
dividualsand groupsin anumber
of areas,” said Gen Thanawat.

“Such undercover investi-
gation is an important part of a
policeman’s job — and it works.
Another part is conducting regu-
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Drivers of meter taxis on Samui are infamous for not turning on their meters.

Arms and the policeman

lar searches and checks, as well
as patrolling areas and watching
placesthat have ahighincidence
of violent crime,” he added.

On Samui, officers have
been visiting bars, karaoke clubs
and restaurants to search for il-
legal weapons, drugs and other
contraband.

“If local police follow our
orders, then these actions will
reduce gun crimessignificantly.”

So expect more police pres-
encethan usual when you are out
on the town — at least during the
initial phases of thislatest crack-
down.

Currency converter: Over the
past two years, Samui has seen
a gradual rise in the number of
yellow meter taxis on theisland.
Drivers of these cabs are re-
nowned for never turning ontheir
meters — despite laws requiring
them to do so.

Complaintshave been pour-
ingintolocal transport and gov-
ernment officesand frustration is
so high that there have even been
punch-ups reported as aresult of
overcharging. There was even a
report of one driver charging
US$300 instead of the expected
300 baht for asinglejourney.

BN ARSI RATHT™ WITH

For Brochures & Enquiries Contact:
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Largely as a result of cus-
tomer complaints, an official no-
tificationissued by the provincia
government will have come into
forceat the beginning of thisyear.
The document statesthat drivers
who do not turn on their meters
when providing services to cus-
tomers are in violation of the
Royal Decree on Motor Vehicles
No. 5 (14) of 1979.

Passengers are asked to
report driverswho refuse to turn
on their meters to the Technical
Affairs Division of the Surat
Thani Provincia Transport Of-
fice, who will impose strict pen-
altiesif any violationisproved.

Local businessmen wel-
comed the notification, as many
felt the situation wasbeginning to
damage theisland’ s reputation.

On the beat: As the high sea
son traditionally heralds an in-
crease in such crimes as bag-
snatching and petty theft, theKoh
Samui Tourist Policerecently an-
nounced plans to open a new
“mobile unit” based at Chaweng
Lake. TheMunicipality officewill
erect signs in the area directing
people to the mobile unit for as-
Sistance.

Chief Inspector Thirawat
Narisithan said his department

submitted arequest for the facil-
ity some time ago, but only re-
ceived permission from the gov-
ernment last year. The center will
open from 1 pm to midnight and
will be staffed by a Tourist Po-
lice officer who will provide ad-
vice and file reports for tourists
in need of help.

Once they have the funds
for more personnel, the Koh
Samui Tourist Police hopeto keep
the center open 24 hours a day.

Bull market: After the recent
heavy flooding, Surat Thani Gov-
ernor Vichit Vijaisarn sent ateam
to Koh Pha Ngan and Koh Tao
to investigate reports of unfair
pricing for essential goods.
Despite a warning in late
December that small craft should
not leave port, larger ferriescon-
tinued to carry passengers and
supplies to the islands. Some
shopkeepers, however, alegedly
used the weather as an excuse
to raise prices, telling shoppers
that goods were scarce.
Provincia officiaswill visit
retail outlets on both islands to
make sure that not only are their
pricesfair, but that they are also
applying the government’s na-
tional “Blue Flag” discount
scheme, which offers certain es-
sentials at a reduced cost.

Bar humbug: After arecent visit
to Samui, Sudarat Keyuraphan,
theAgriculture Minister, said that
there aretoo many down-market
bars and discos on Samui. The
minister, aSamui landowner, ac-
tively promotes the island in
Bangkok.

She helped to persuade the
cabinet to grant more than 200
million baht for water projects,
andin her previousroleasHealth
Minister also made Samui apilot
locationfor her “Clean Food Good
Taste” initiative.

K. Sudarat is also keen to
promote Thai cultural attractions
ontheisland, asshebelievesthis
will create more of a family at-
mosphere.

For infermation and resernations.
 call our sales affice.
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Plan for mediarating to shield children

ime Minister Thaksin

inawatrawantsto give

Thai children aWestern-

style film rating system,

according to Ladda Thangsup-

achai, Director of the Ministry of

Culture's(MoC) Cultura Surveil-
lance Center.

The system will be an-
nounced on Children’sDay, Janu-
ary 14.

The rating system will ap-
ply tofilms, television dramasand
commercials, but not to news.

The rating systems of the
US, Australia, the UK and Can-
ada were used as case studies at
a recent seminar on the subject,
but the Thai system will be dif-
ferent.

“Qur culture is different
from those of Western countries.
We can't just take and use their
systems.

“We can take examples
from them, but we have to come
up with our own system,” K.
Ladda said.

She said there would be no
more butchering of films screened
in theaters or released on DVD
or VCD once the rating system
isimplemented.

Instead of deleting scenes
with what is deemed to be inap-
propriate content, each film will
be given arating to indicate the
content and appropriate audience.

Censorship of films, once
the responsibility of the Royal
Thai Police, has now shifted to
the MoC. Attempts to enact a
rating system go back more than
30 years, but the current admin-
istration sees it as imperative to
act quickly, she said.

Roi-Et reality TV: A 24-hour live
television programis set to show
how the Prime Minister is tack-
ling poverty among poor villagers
in Roi-Et's At Samat District.

Watching a demonstration
broadcast in a vehicle crammed
with electronic equipment from
Shin Satellite Plc at Government
House, PM’s Office Minister
Newin Chidchob said the pro-
gram will air later this month on
UBC channel 16.

ANDARK

Young
Muslim

women
gather in
prayer at
Pattani’s
Central
Mosque to

honor His
Majesty
the King
ahead of
the 60™"
anniversary i
of his
accession
to the
throne this
year.

A Government House
source said it was PM Thaksin's
idea to broadcast the workshop,
to be held from January 16 to 21.
The Prime Minister, who has
promised to end poverty in the
area, will deepintentsamong the
localsduring thefilming.

The broadcast will be re-
layed via iPSTAR satellite,
owned by Shin Satellite Plc.

Perilous playgrounds: Some
1.5million children suffered from
Thailand’slack of child-friendly
and safe environments in 2005,
said Dr Adisak Plitponkarnpim,
head of the ThaiHealth's Child
Safety Promotion and Injury Pre-
vention Research Center.
Throughout 2005 children
were hurt as a result of danger-
ousenvironments, including play-
grounds. Of the total, 150,000
were hospitalized, 30,000 sus-
tained serious injuries that left
them permanently maimed and
3,000 died, said Dr Adisak.
Recommending tougher
punishment for those at fault, Dr
Adisak urged the government to
ensure child-friendly environ-
ments and conduct a system for
health clinicsto record the cause
of injury and death, in order to use
theinformationto solvethe prob-
lem and proceed with legal cases
against those responsible.

S0OME CALL THIS PARADISE, YOU CAN CALL IT HOME
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Fool’s gold: Numerous gold
shops in Khon Kaen Province
have fallen victim to a scam
whereby partly-pure gold orna-
ments are pawned as real gold.

A department store-based
branch of the Mae Thongphool
Gold Shop chaininthe northeast-
ern province — al of whose 15
branches have been conned —
pawned a partly-fake gold neck-
laceweighing 91 gramsfor more
than 40,000 baht.

Areerat Naononethong, a
store clerk, said fake and real
gold chains had been expertly
mixed in single necklaces, mak-
ing it difficult for staff to detect.
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Kamala Beach Sales Office T: o7& 279 255-6

M: 09 873 0055

A prastigious Allan Zeman develapmenl

E: info@andaraphuket.com

Inspection of gold to deter-
mine its authenticity is usually
done by help of asimple chemi-
cal test performed on only the
hook of each necklace.

Hoppy new beer: Thai Bever-
age Plc plansto further penetrate
the beer market by launching at
least three new brews in 2006.

Thelaunch of new products
ispart of Thai Beverage's multi-
brand strategy to expand its prod-
uct portfolio from economy to
standard and premium segments
of the market.

Chang Light will be
launched inthefirst quarter of this

Decorate your
home in style.

year. Another two new beer
products are scheduled to launch
later in the year.

Economy beers now ac-
count for 85% of the total beer
market in Thailand, followed by
standard beerswith 9%, and pre-
mium beers with 6%.

Gamesmanship: Chat Thai
Party deputy leader Weerasak
Khosurat has questioned the mo-
tive behind adraft bill on national
gaming, saying the government
might be attempting to allow ca-
sinoswithout apublic hearing.

“The gaming bill is being
sponsored by the government
under suspicious circumstances,”
hesaid, charging that the govern-
ment tried to sneak the draft
through along with 376 other bills
to the House — as if it wanted to
avoid attention.

“Even though the draft is
about the formation of anational
gaming office, | suspect it is a
first step to legalizing gambling
and establishing casinos,” hesaid.

“1 understand that the gov-
ernment wants to regulate the
gaming industry in order to boost
state revenues, but gamblingisa
form of vicewhich should bedis-
couraged,” he said.

Around the Nation news round-
up is sourced from the pages
of The Nation and Kom Chad
Luek newspapers.
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Recent weddings in Phuket

Saowanee Woratham-
maporn (right) and
Pawat Nisakorn were
married at the Royal
Phuket City Hotel on
December 14.

Kim Seung Hyun (left)
and Chung Eun
celebrated at the
Mission Hills Phuket
Golf Resort & Spa after
a traditional Thai
wedding.
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uket ranks second in

outhern Thailand in

termsof Aidsprevaence

and fifth nationwide.

There are around 6,000 HIV-

positive people in Phuket and

about 3,700 peoplewithfull-blown
Aids.

Eam-Orn Kittitornkul re-
callstheearly days, 17 yearsago,
when the first cases emerged on
theisland.

“Right at the beginning we
were dealing with only one or
two Aids patients at atime,” she
said. Thenumbersclimbedinthe
following 10 years but then, be-
tween 1998 and 2000, the rate of
new cases reported dropped sig-
nificantly.

Sadly, the respite did not
last. “Today it's like a second
waveiscomingin,” K. Eam-Orn
said. “Thefirst wave was caused
by prostitution but the latest wave
is prevalent amongst teenagers.”

It is thought that HIV was
brought to Thailand by gay men
but then spread to sex workers,
then to wives and eventually to
children.

“Between Thais the ratio
between HIV-positive men and

woman used to be 8:1 — that
means eight men had the disease
for every woman who had it. But
now the number of women who
suffer from the diseaseis almost
the same as the number of men.

“The reason more women
have HIV than ever beforeisthat
Thal society has changed over
the years. Women have started
to have more than one boyfriend.
Married women sometimes en-
joy a‘toy boy’ or take alover.

“Sometimesthey don't care
about the danger —they just want
to have an extraman. And if that
man has a relationship with an-
other woman, the chain of infec-
tionisset up. Thisishow people
put themselves more at risk of
getting HIV.

“Thereisdtill alottobesaid
for the old tradition of one-hus-
band-one-wife,” she noted.

Atfirstit wasvery difficult
to campaign for safe sex and con-
dom use, she said.

“We offered free condoms
and almost forced them on pros-
titutes. But sometimes they re-
fused to takethem. Somesaid that
they wereworried they would not
be able to have sex any more be-

# Acrylic Nails
s Body Contouring
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30,000 condoms a
month — helping to
fight Aids among

sex workers

Eam-Orn Kittitornkul, 54, a Phuket native, is Chief of the Aids Section of the Phuket Provincial
Health Office (PPHO). She started working with the very first Aids patients in Phuket back in
1988. Here she gives the Gazette's Sangkhae Leelanapaporn insights into the difficulties of
overcoming the social factors and changes that result in people living risky lives.

cause their genitals might react
badly to condoms, or other
strange reasons. They also said
that men could not maintain an
erection when wearing one.

“It’s better now because
[the sex workers] understand and
have greater awareness of HIV
and Aids. They insist customers
use condoms. Now we have al-
most run out of condoms!”

The PPHO provides up to
400,000 condoms per year to sex
workers in Phuket; distributing
more than 30,000 a month.

“We ask the sex workers,
‘What will you do for money if
you contract HIV?Who will ook
after your children or your par-
ents if you don't take precau-
tions? Sometimes it's not easy
to explain thesethings.”

When sex workers go for a
check-up or treatment at the
PPHO, they also receive free
counseling.

K. Eam explains: “If sex
workers come in with STDs
[sexually-transmitted diseased] it
means that they cannot work, so
they suffer aloss of income. You
have to understand that some
nights they can have four to five
customersand it meansasignifi-
cant loss of earningsif they can-
not work.

“So condoms can preserve
their livelihood aswell as protect
them from [HIV and] other ve-
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nereal diseases. The PPHO a-
ways givesindividuals HIV and
Aids awareness talks though
sometimes health officershaveto
go to the beer bar, karaoke, mas-
sage business or nightspot where
the [infected] sex worker has
come from, to deliver the mes-
sage.
“Most of the women who
become prostitutes have done so
because they have domestic dif-
ficultiessuch asaviolent husband
or one who has taken a second
wife.

“ Sometimesthey have been
abandoned and | eft with children
and elderly parentstolook after.”

Nowadays the PPHO has
a new target for its Aids aware-
ness campaign — teenagers. Of-
ficersgoto college campusesand
schools, raising Aids awareness
by using lighthearted d oganssuch
as “Are you sure? I’'m sure.”

“Teenagers tell me that the
reason they don’'t want to use
condoms is that it doesn't feel
natural and that they’ d rather feel
trust between each other than
rubber.”

But, in K. Eam’s experi-
ence, the reason teenagers con-

tract HIV is precisely that mis-
placed trust.

And the alternatives?
“Masturbation, mutual and soli-
tary, is a safe form of sex with
no risk of HIV and there's no
need to wear a condom.

“[As to full intercourse]
there are three main methods
recommended by the WHO,
which we pass on to help people
avoidtherisk of contracting HIV.

“Oneisabstinence, the sec-
ondisbeing faithful to your part-
ner and the third, of course, is
wearing a condom.

“If peoplewould only stick
to at least one of these methods
they would be far less likely to
get Aids.”

The average time that un-
treated HIV takesto developinto
full blown Aidsisusualy between
six and eight years, depending on
the health of the sufferer. With
today’s “drugs cocktails” that
dow down the progress of thedis-
ease, people stand a far greater
chanceof living longer.

K. Eam-Orn added, “I
would like to suggest to house-
wives, especialy in rural areas,
that if their husbandswork in an-
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other province and like to party
at night, or even if they travel a
lot, these women should use
condoms when having sex.
“Onenever knowswhat the
man does once he is away from
home.
“Fromtheinformation|’ve
gathered from rural housewives,
they don’t use condoms because
they trust their husbands.”
“Because of medical pro-
gress one marriage partner can
have HIV and yet feel healthy
enough to carry on normally.
“But thisdoesn’t mean that
he or she won’t pass the disease
on so, again, it's best to wear a
condom.
“Peoplestill need sex, even
when they are HIV-positive.
“What makeslifeespecialy
difficult for us at the PPHO is
infected people having sex out-
sidetheir relationship without tell-
ing anyone.

wltinle

connection

“We try to explain the dan-
gerstothem but it'shard for them
to grasp because they consider
sex to be their right, and a natu-
ral part of life.”

In the case of sex workers,
K. Eam-Orn says that most use
condomswhen dealing with cus-
tomers but often don’t when
making love with husbands or
boyfriends.

“In fact, | don’t think men
who have sex workers as girl-
friends are honest with them —
often the man may feel that she
is not honest with him,” she
added.

So whether it is a case of
too much trust, as in the case of
teenagers, or too little, the result
can be the same — that partners
do not take precautions.

HIV and Aids take a ter-
rible toll on lives. The saddest
thing is that this need not be the
case.

On Saturdays at

“Wine Tasting
On Thuredage at
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EAR CANDY

with Andy Johnstone

Bass, base and Grace

Music From Two Basses
David Holland / Barre Phillips

ackin 1971, the idea of
aset of improvised bass
duos did little to ignite
the imaginations of the
majority of record labels, nor their
bean counters. ECM —still run by
Manfred Eicher — was not and is
not in the majority, thankfully,
and has never appeared to be
motivated by returns on sales.

Eicher signed up the bassists
in question — David Holland and
Barre Phillips, arguably two of
the jazz scene’s most creative
bassists — to produce the 11"
recording, just re-released, for
probably the most innovative
and daring record label outside
of Factory Records.

Three years earlier in 1968,
however, Phillips recorded
Journal Violene, which was the
first solo jazz bass recording.

Around the same time,
English bassist Holland ended
his tenure with Miles Davis,
hung up his electric bass, and
was exploring the outer reaches
of improv jazz with Chick Corea
when Eicher suggested that he
team up with Phillips in the
studio.

On the opening brace
of improvised pieces, called
Improvised Piece I and Improvised
Piece 11, Holland and Phillips
both reveal themselves as master
players.

After nearly six minutes
of playfully aggressive jousting,
Phillips picks at a mournful
chord while Holland solos; they
swap roles, then trail off into
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silence. The second piece is
more episodic, with sudden
shifts from low-end drone to
lightning piz-zicato to cascades
of harmonics.

This is a fine record by
two masters of the instrument.
It is also a reminder of how
important ECM was to the birth
of a creative, Europe-based
improvised music.

Music From Two Basses David
Holland / Barre Phillips,

ECMI1011
Rio Funk Colors
Various Artists

Colors Music, the musical arm
of Colors Magazine, presents
contemporary music from all
points of the compass with a series
of sexy and fun compilations.
Rio Funk is a blistering
selection of the best funk tracks
produced in Rio de Janeiro’s 600-

RAC

plus favelas last year.

The carioca style comprises
raw sexual lyrics and bass lines
taken liberally from the Miami
and hip-hop sounds of the *80s,
as well as more traditional Afro-
Brazilian rhythms.

Carioca is the most
interesting sound to come out of
Brazil in recent years, and is today
what samba was before: music
produced by the lower class that
makes it to the mainstream.

Most tracks on this album
were produced by young, novice
musicians from one of Rio’s
largest and toughest favelas, the
Cidade de Deus or City of God,
which was the setting for Fer-
nando Meirelles’ superb 2002
cinematic release of the same
name.

Track 1, Retorno de Jedi
is a hoot, while Track 9 Sado-
masoquista 2 — replete with the
sounds of cracking whips and a
pleasured-woman in peril —leaves
little to the imagination. The
standout track, however, must
be C.ILD.A.D.E. D.E. D.E.U.S.,
a song about the sexual delights
on offer south of the Equator, so
to speak.

Rio Funk Colors Various Artists,
IRM 811

Grace

Rachel Z

ne of the best recom-

mendations for Ra-

chel Z is that, despite

being a female jazz
pianist/vocalist, she is not Norah
Jones or Diana Krall, those
purveyors of bland, occasionally
saccharine but consistently
unadventurous mass-market
muzak.

A gifted instrumentalist,
who took her first singing lessons
atage two, Ms Z is an improviser
whose spontaneous playing is not
eclipsed by the work of reigning
luminaries such as Herbie Han-
cock and McCoy Tyner.

Ms Z — born Rachel
Carmel Nicolazzo — isn’t afraid
to take risks, and makes some
challenging choices of others’
songs on Grace, her seventh
album, as well as her five original
pieces.

In this collection, where
she covers songs by Bjork, Kurt
Cobain, U2, Kate Bush and John

Lennon, not only is Ms Z’s piano
virtuosity unhampered, but her
voice avoids familiar schmaltz.

One says “unhampered”,
although she plays more softly
than usual, perhaps affected by
the acoustics or the sanctity of St
Peter’s Episcopal Church, NYC,
where this beautifully captured
recording, as ever with Chesky
Records, was made.

Ms Z covers Joga by Bjork.
Her interpretation starts as a gentle
cadence against languid bass-
drum offbeats, before opening
out into romantic chords. It rises
into a fast improvisation before
easing back lazily, allowing Chris
J Luard’s bass to whisper the
return to the theme.

Chesky Records has done
its best to make sure the casual
punter doesn’t suspect Rachel Z
of being a jazz musician.

The sleeve photography
is fashion-shoot quality — Ms
Z is rather pleasing to the eye,
after all — and even sees her
half-emulating the iconic Lewis
Morley pic of Christine Keeler
astride a chair. Why only half-
emulating? Because Ms Z keeps
her kit on.

The inventive Bobbie Rae’s
sparse and subtle percussion
opens the soulful Protect
This Child, and more than a
touch of Keith Jarrett flickers
around Ms Z’s piano in the
more conventionally romantic
ballad Moon In Your Hair.
Rae’s delicately rolling tom-
toms introduce U2’s One, which
La Z explores as a minimalist
instrumental.

Nirvana’s Come As You
Are is interpreted as a nimble
instrumental, while Kate Bush’s
This Woman's Work stands out as
Ms Z’s best vocal track.

Her hardest task — and
therefore her greatest success —
is the free interpretation of John
Lennon’s magine. Rather than a
full reworking, it is more being
sung spontaneously, privately
almost, perhaps to herself.
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Slick off the

iger Woods can bend the

rules as much as he likes

with his short-sleeved

stretch mock turtleneck
by Nike, but when it comes to
acceptable golf apparel on Phu-
ket, the classic “on-the-greens”
look gets the hole-in-one.

Golf has been on the
upswing since the late 1990s
and, with a rising number of
women hitting the links, athletic
casual wear is destined to become
increasingly stylish.

Golfwear is still fairly
loose-fitting to allow freedom
of movement, but the days of
gaudy plaids, golf knickers and
flatcaps have given way to the
pastel colors, flirty pleated skirts,

Words by Shiona Mackenzie & pictures by Anongnat Sartpisut

stick

baseball caps and sun visors you
see all around the island.

Notable brands, including
makers of golf shoes and
accessories, recently sighted
on Phu-ket’s fairways include
Adidas, Ashworth, Callaway,
Cobra, Cross, Cutter and Buck,
Ecco, Evertan, Footjoy, Gary
Player, Greg Norman, Lacoste,
Lady Fairway, Lilly Pulitzer,
Mizuno, Oakley, Sassa, Stuburt,
Turtle Creek, Wilson and
Wolsey.

As the photographs on
this page show, a number of
the participants in the Phuket
Thailand Ladies’ Masters
tournament at Phuket Country
Club last month brought form-
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BWINGING THE GOODS IN: Glenn de Souza, Best Western International (BWI) Vice-President
of International Operations Asia, presents a check for more than 8 million baht to be donated to
88 BWI employees affected by the tsunami. At the handing-over ceremony at the Best Western
Palm Galleria Resort in Khao Lak, Phang Nga Province, are Takuapa District Chief Chaloesak

HEALS ON WHEELS: Joseph Pernot (left) Mission Chief of the French Red
Cross, presents a symbolic key to Public Health Minister Phinij Jarusombat
at Royal Phuket City Hotel to mark the donation of six ambulances to Phuket's
three government hospitals: Patong Hospital, Thalang Hospital and Vachira

Vanichjaroen (front, white shirt) and hotel staff members affected by the tsunami.

Phuket Hospital.

FARANG JAI DEE: Phra Khru Suwatthithammarat (2" from left) of Wat Samakhitham
accepts from Hajo von Keller, owner of the Mangosteen Resort in Rawai, a school bus
paid for by donations from guests, to be used for children on Koh Phra Thong, in
Phang Nga. Michael Bordon of the Farang Jai Dee Foundation and German Honorary
Consul Dirk Naumann look on.

" A .
OPENING SALVA: At the opening of Thailand’s first ever Salvador Dali “Exhibition” at
Soul of Asia are (from left) Phuket Gazette publisher John Magee, Soul of Asia Owner
Eric Smulders and Royal Phuket Marina Chairman Gulu Lalvani.

PALNMY DAYS: Celebrating the opening of the Baan Suan Loch Palm housing project

are (from left) Project Manager Rachai Bunpapong, Project Director Virat
Treampongphan, Managing Director Hatchapong Phokai and Senior Project Vlanager
Panumas Chayentara.

QVC ARRIVES: Jumpoon Chavasiri (right), Senior Vice-President of vacation ownership
company The Quality Group; Quality Vacation Club Resort Manager Pornrat Genprasertsiri
(3 from right) and guests celebrate the resort’s grand opening last month.

EXPOSE YOURSELF/ to 30-35,000 visitors a day! —

A Phuket Gazette website banner is your window to the world. Can you afford BlifT to have one?
Ask Anna or Koy for detalls. Tel: 076-236555 Emall: anna@phuketgazetie.net
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ere’s a question
for you: why
bother decorat-
ingasaunawall?
Giventhat vighility inatypi-
cal saunais usually worse
than a Sherlock Holmes-
like London pea-soup fog
onadark night, you d think
that it would be a bit of a

MAGIC

[ ]
By Sam
Wilkinson

Elements

non-goer.

But at Elements Spain Ac-
cess Pool Resort & Spain Karon,
no detail goesignored. | suppose
that'swhy therearetwiddly little
flowersall round the saunawall.
I know this, as | once studied
Braille.

The Elementsisaspanking-
new resort on Patak Rd. It's so
new that staff still go around peel-
ing pricelabelsoff freshly bought
items, and | haveto be careful as
I wend my way through discarded
bubble and cling wrap to meet the
equally bubbly Khun Nor, the spa
manager.

She sits me down and of-
fers me a glass of bael juice.
Hmm? Oh, bael isan indigenous
fruit known for its rich vitamin
and mineral content. And it'sde-
licious.

| had dragged my fast-ag-
ing carcass over Patong Hill in
thefleeting hope of shaking off a
lingering cold and sorethroat. So
it was straight into the steam
room for me to chase those tox-
ins out of my system.

Fifteen minutes later I'm
not exactly jumping up and down
shouting “halelujah”, but | am

feeling alot better as| stretch out
for a massage.

Khun Tuk, my therapist
from Buri Ram, isvery attractive
—managing to put the“dish” into
the Swedish massage she's so
expertly delivering. She has the
gentlest touchimaginable, andit's
not long before | find myself in
that delicious state between sleep
and consciousness.

In go the essential oils and
out go the worries and cares of
the past few days. “Would you
likeit stronger?’ K. Tuk purrsas
she gently kneads away. | man-
age to suppress a crazed “Are
you kidding?” and grunt a nega-
tiveresponse beforetoppling back
into the arms of Morpheus for a
few more delicious seconds.

Ever tried covering all the
jetsinawhirlpool bath with your
feet, hands and various other
parts of your body — all at the
same time? It’s a fun and cool
way to spend 15 minutes, but |
guarantee that the novelty wears
off soon after swallowing thethird
flower petal while you disappear
underwater desperately grabbing
for ahandle.

AnAromaCleansing facial
isnext onthelist for my two-hour
Elements Indulgence Package
(3,200 baht).

| settle down for a further
50 minutes of bliss at the fair
hands of K. Tuk. She introduces
each new ail, cleansing agent and

This is where | tried
to be a submarine.

phase of the treatment in a de-
cidedly sotto voce.

Frankly, by thistimel’min
seventh heaven, fast entering the
hallelujah-phase, and soon the
speaking-in-tongues-phase if |
don't come back to earth pretty
soon. And you can’'t blame me;

Elementary, my
dear Wilkinson

afacial massage/cleansing, given
in advantageous circumstances
by such an expert, iscomparable
to acelestial experience.

Later, sitting in the long,
dark wood-fitted compact recep-
tion area, we chat over arefresh-
ing glassof limeand carrot juice.
K. Nor tells me that the whole
spa repertoire is available here,
from Thai traditional to deep tis-
sue to body scrubs to anti-stress
cleansing facial to amysterious-
sounding “balancing lixir”.

The proof ismost certainly
inthepudding. | waltz out of Ele-
ments fedling like — well, better
than James Brown ever could.
Curbing a strong urge to leap in
theair and do the splitsala JB, |
walk back to my car and prom-
ise myself a stress-busting ses-
sion like this at least once a
month. When you think about it,
it'selementary.

Elements Spa in Access Pool &
Resort, 459/2 Patak Rd, Karon
Beach. Tel: 076-398489;
Email: info@accesspoolresort.
com or visit the website at
WWW.accesspoolresort.com
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Q: Do plastic corks react with
wine? Are they a better choice
than real cork for a wine stop-
per?
A: Yes, plastic corks do react
withwine. They are made from
food-grade polymers and are
generally regarded as safe, yet
they contain residual oxidants
and other compoundsthat react
with ethanol. Little is known
about the long-term effects of
wine aging with synthetic corks,
as they are not generally used
with wines meant for aging.
Cork alsoreactswithwine
and the effects are much more
variable than plastic corks. In
1995 | wrote a paper on wine
closures that was published in
the International Journal of
Wine Marketing. In the paper
| outlined the steps producers

would havetotakeinorder togain
market acceptance of screw-top
closures on fine wines.

| am dtill a big believer in
screw-top closures as the best
choice for wine, and | am heart-
ened by the ever-increasing num-
ber of wine-makerswho are opt-
ing to abandon closures that re-
quire corkscrews.

By theway, glass may aso
react with wine. Glass is about
70% silica and the rest potash
(potassium hydroxide), sodium
and various heavy metals and
their oxides. Most people think
glassisinert but it can be quite
reactive with somewinesand may
even react with minerals in the
water or the color pigmentsinred
wine. Many chemical reactions
like these occur without our no-
ticing them because of our lim-

WINE

By Steven Roberto

ited perception of time. The ero-
sion of mountains by wind and
water is an example.

Q: What is an Ah-so0?
A: [tisatwo-pronged corkscrew
that is inserted on either side of

Just pull that cork and drink up!

the cork in awinebottle, and then
twisted with an upward pulling
motion to remove the cork. The
device's purpose is to allow the
cork to be removed without dam-
age. It can be difficult to use and
is not really very practical for
most people. The name comes
from the remark most people
make when they discover for the
first timethat it isacork puller.

Q: How can | know if awineis
fruity and light or heavy and oaky
before | buy it?

A: Read the back label, whichis
where most wines' style is de-
scribed. Alternatively, ask some-
body in the shop where you are
buying thewine, assuming some-
body there knows something
about the products they sell. Or
you can look it up onthe Internet.

The answer and information on
the web may not be accurate,
but at least it isavailable.

Take time to learn about
wine. With alittle study you can
quickly cometo know the style
favored by major producersand
thedifferencein appellations, for
example, that Chablisis gener-
ally unoaked unlessit is a pre-
mier crus.

Finaly, just try the wine.
Tasting awineisawaysthebest
way to know about it.

Steven Roberto is a wine-
maker and restaurant consult-
ant from California. He is the
Managing Director of en-Vi-
sion Phuket, a Phuket-based
wine importer and consultant.
Email: stevenroberto@Ilycos.
com
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January 27-31: QBE Phang
Nga Bay Regatta. The ninth
year of this fun regatta around
Phang Nga Bay to Phi Phi and
back to Phuket.

Asaways, it will takeplace
over the Chinese New Year with
the registration and the opening

W

watermark

bor - restaurant

winner of Thailand TI‘IHF'F
Best Restaurantds 2004 &

one of the

Photos of 2005 regatta courtesy of ArtAsia Press

party on Friday, January 27, fol-
lowed by racing around Phang
NgaBay over the next four days,
ending back in Phuket on thefol-
lowing Tuesday.

Theracing will takethefleet
to Koh Yao, Krabi and back to
Phi Phi before the final dash to

new menu ifems

wws wialermarphukefc om

watermark

repkemathe B Koh Kan
% TIF T - i imemarkpingket, com

Phuket.

For further information con-
tact Tom Howard at Tel: 01-
7971120 or by email to: tom@sea
phuket.com.

Race and party noticeswill
be posted on the organization's
website: www. bayregatta.com
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No violins, but lots of

By Shiona Mackenzie

t's another hair-raising Sat-

urday night in Patong, and as

the car squeezesinto thelast

availableparking spot onthe
beach road, | feel lucky.

With every step toward the
new Saxophone Pub & Restau-
rant, an offshoot of the popular
venue of the same name estab-
lished in Bangkok in the late
1980s, a log-cabin-like building
loomslarger.

The contingent of staff wel-
coming me on the veranda look
casual, yet serious, al in black
amid the neon beacons of the
neighborhood, but their smileslet
me know that the effervescence
of the new year is still in full
swing.

Asl crossthethreshold, my
eyes scanning the room for the
best tablefromwhichto enjoy the
live music, | somehow feel |
should be wearing suede cowboy
bootsand bitsof fringeinjust the
right spots.

LAID-BACK

The place has a country-and-
western feel to it, with its light-
stained wood floorsand wallsand
enough space for 350 or so
peopleto kick up their heelsina
stomping good hoe down. Chunky
wooden chairs, tables and
benches lend weight to this im-

raspy voice complements the
music, played with just a touch
of funk.

— a potent yet pretty concoction
of vodka, brandy, blue curacao

and lemon juice for 210 baht.

steak and deep-fried ice-cream
for dessert. | tuck into filet of red

SAaX

snapper meuniére, which comes
with either vegetable-rice or a
baked potato (260 baht), steamed
fishwithlemon sauce (260 baht),
and fried prawnswith garlic and
pepper (210 baht).

Each is a generous serving
— enough for two.

The fish in lemon sauce is
so lightly steamed that it reminds
me, in parts, of sashimi —not in-
tentional, I’'m sure. And, perhaps
like the chef, I'm too lazy to
bother with shelling the prawns
dathered in the delicious peppery
sauce. So, thewinning dishis, for
me, the red snapper meuniére,
which leaves nothing to be de-
sired.

But, astheir logo suggests,
Saxophone is really about the
music and Mood Indigo goes
down especially well with a
whisky on-the-rocks, late on a
starry night in Patong.

Saxophone's New Year's
resolution for the “pearl of the
Andaman” may very well be to
unveil a refreshing variety and
rising standard of home-grown
entertainment talent.

Saxophone Pub & Restaurant
features live jazz from Sunday
to Wednesday and blues from
Thursday to Saturday. 188/2
Thaweewong Rd, Andaman
Bazaar, Patong Beach. Tel:
076-341167.

The time comes to order
from what turns out to be an ex-
tensivemenu of mainly Thai fare,
although there are western dishes
available, including burgers, pasta,

But humming along and tap-
ping one'sfeet works up athirst.
Thedrinkslist offerseight “ Spe-
cia Cocktails’ but | only have
eyes for the Saxophone Dropper

pression.

But thisevening —it'sonly
9pmand, judging by therelatively
few customers, news of the jazz
and bluesjoint hasnot yet reached
Soi Bangla — I've come early,
searching for something different
and laid-back to ease meinto my
night onthetown. Thegiant-sized
portrait of Billie Holiday on the
wall isreassuring.

Chain, chain, chain,
chain of fools... one of the four
all-Thai bands that play here,
Blues Coin, already on stageand
tuned up, launches into the first
of many numbers | know and
love. The female lead singer’s
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BEHIND
THE

- THE
WHEEL

By Jeff Heselwood

f ever there was a sedan

with aschizophrenic person-

dlity, thenit hastobethelat-
est Chevrolet Optra.

Originaly introduced as a
Daewoo Nubira, it is still mar-
keted asa Chevy Nubirain some
countries, and in Europe it is
known asthe L acetti. In Thailand
it's the Optra.

Daewoo was a wounded
animal for many years, out-
classed by Korean rivals Hyun-
dai and Kia, which itself was to
come under the control of Hyun-
dai ultimately. After various in-
carnations and name changes,
Daewoo emerged as Shinjin Mo-
tor in 1965 and collaborated
closely with Toyota.

The Japanese giant with-
drew in 1972, however, and
Shinjin began an association with
General Motors. Initidly, andlogi-
cally, called General MotorsK o-
rea, someone, somewhere, in his
or her wisdom changed the name
yet again to Saehan Motor.

In 1982, when the Daewoo
chaebol or conglomerate gained
control, it finally became Daawoo
Motors.

All Daewoo’'smodelsat the
time were based on GM models,
but following the Asian financial
crisisof 1997, Daewoo madethe
(inretrospect) hasty movetotake
over 4x4 producer SsangYong,
only for SsangYong to run into
financial troublein 1999.

The Chevrolet Optra—lacking soul but agood Koreamove

General Motors came to
the rescue in 2001, buying most
of Daewoo Motors to form GM
Daewoo.

The Nubira — Korean for
“go anywhere”’ —isthefour-door
sedan, and the Lacetti is afive-
door hatchback. In future, both
models will be known as the
Lacetti. The Optra is based on
theorigina Nubira

The Optra comes with a
choiceof 1.6- or 1.8-liter engines,
the former sourced from South
Korea, the 1.8 from GM Austra-
lia. Both feature 16 valves and,

Pasak Soi 5§ Near Lagunn, Surin Beach Chemg Tolsy, Phokes
Two hedrocens, swimmving poeal, jocuzel, sala, 217qm
E=mail; prphansuec® yahoo,com

Tel: HI-5360%6%, O1-FSEI0HI

UKD 2 0 4 nodumi
Baan Poonsulk

significantly, GM was one of the
first automakers in Thailand to
fully test its cars for compatibil-
ity with the newly introduced
gasohol fuel.

InconjunctionwiththeMin-
istry of Energy and the Thai Au-
tomotive Journdists Association,
a successful 300-kilometer test
drive was organized from Bang-
kok to Uthai Thani, via Suphan
Buri.

Gasohol is 90% gasoline
with a 10% ethanol mix, locally
produced in the Kingdom, and is
now availablethroughout Phuket.

Power outputs are modest,
asyou would expect, but are til|
perfectly adequate for Phuket's
roads: 109bhp (80kW) for the 1.6-
liter version, offering amaximum
speed of 187kmh, whilethelarger

fel: 071 9546 1901 or 076 270 027

4 pimil

Cicrsen pungmani 1-'-1-_:1“::': I month

ruEndsin 1 nmua 2 nomh
Baan Srisuk
Dicrars paypmee ?.Iﬁ.i'i .'I month

engine produces 122bhp, or 90kW
—allowing 194kmh.

The 1.8 model waslisted as
“2004 Car of the Year for Best
Sedan” by a leading Bangkok
newspaper.

Transmissions are either
five-speed manudl, or, inthe 1.8,
a four-speed automatic. Curi-
ously, the Euro-ride suspension
originates from England, so no
wonder the Optra has something
of a confused persona.

Equipment levelsarefairly
comprehensive, even in the en-
try-level model, which features
power front windows, central
locking and electrically adjusted
exterior mirrors.

Thetop-of-the-range Optra
offersafive-disc CD player, com-
plete with steering wheel remote

gef the best
massage. in

phukete

...at home

controls. Speed-sensitive power
steering is also available, asisa
rain sensor for the windshield
wipers.

Rear seats can befolded in
a40:60 split for loading bulky ob-
jects, while there are standard
cupholders in the front center
console, oddmentsbinsinall four
doors and handy pockets on the
outer edge of the front seats.

The Chevrolet Optra may
lack a little inspiration in some
areas, notably itslooks, but asfar
as safety and comfort are con-
cerned, thisis aworld-class car.

Owners can become mem-
bers of the Optra Club Thailand,
which organizesvariousactivities
“to know your Optra better”.

Itspresident, Sunil Thadani,
says, “The Optra Club was initi-
ated as a home for everyone in-
terested in the Chevrolet sedan.
People can meet through a dedi-
cated Internet website [in Thai]
www.optraclub.pantown.com,
exchange knowledge, and pool
information about buying, main-
tenance, accessories, or discuss
news and technology.”

Jeff Heselwood may be con-
tacted by email at jhc@
netvigator.com
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Can you find the seven
differences between the
two cartoons below? And
can you find them faster
than the rest of the family?

Su

do

ku

© Puzzies by Pappocom

Solution, tipsand computer
program at www.sudoku.com

1

4776 9

)

w0

(o))

-]

0o
N

3

oo

9 6 4 1

Sudoku is very simple: each row, each column and each “box” of
nine squares within the puzzle must contain all the numbers from 1
to 9 with, naturally, no repetitions. Beware: there is only one solu-
tion to this puzzle, which is on the next page.

ACROSS

Southern wood makes a
good meal. (5)

Intrude on very French
overture. (8)

Department desk. (6)
Lever to get prohibition on
bird. (7)

Pierces saint — it takes
muscles. (5)

Stink at heart of town. (6)
Government stylefor
Church of England circle.
©)

Uncultured museum after
robbery, perhaps. (7)
Charts manuscript with a
quiet center. (4)

| note, that is. (1,1)
Decoration for South
Africa Quiet! (4)

Athlete straightens out my
angst. (7)

Encountered in New York
galery. (3)
Aircraftinthemorning
leave beach debris. (6)
Almost indiscernable
blackout. (5)

Crane to get the German
5dn. (7)

State has part of KKK
stand by. (6)

Ed ategel, bewildering
representative. (8)
Learner got into alcohol to
guench thirst. (5)

Down

2.

Little pharaoh has nothing
making him a pest. (4)

Scribble Space

Brain Buster!!

T 3 3 5 6 T B
: H
10 11
12 13 14
L5 16
17 18 1%
Fau] 21 Fa &3
24 25
26
27 28 29
. ;
32 33
34 %5
Compiled by Tortuus. © 2005
3. Alute it'ssaid, from 19. Thebosscallsthem
25dn. (5) attempts. (5) _
5. Richard'spileof hay. (4)  21. History spokeninthe
6. It'saslog to get answer countryside. (8)
to mottos. (7) 23. Saintinthe street. (2)
7. Divinefood mekesMaria  24.  Pasture scraping. (7)
sob! (8) 25. Stateinora, ask a
8.  Pointless source. Twig? question. (6)
(5) 26. Megaton Mountain. (2)
9.  Rot, but makefish. (6) 27. Worn out — stoned. (5)
12. Rasca insoutherntents.  29. Not old, the Spanish stair
®) post. (5)
13. Back-up operating 30. Sitwithathousandin
system, thus. (2) playlet. (4) _
16. Spotted four cardinals. (4) 31. Godowninthekitchen?
18. Floppy way towalk. (4) (4)  Solution on page 20

A man takesatwo-week cruiseto Mexico

from theUS. Shortly after hegetsback,

hetakesathree-day cruisewhich doesn't

stop at any other ports. Hestaysin his
cabin all thetimeon both cruises. Asa
result, he makes $250,000. How?

Answer on next page

EZ2 TRIVIA

1

2.

10.

What is the saltiest
body of water on earth?

How many cards are in
a standard deck, not
including jokers?

Inwhat Indian Stateis
the Tgj Mahal located?

Chinese New Year on
January 29 will start the
year of which animal?

What do you call the
stamp in a passport that
alowsyouto enter a
foreign country?

What ape has long
arms, reddish hair and
spends most of itstime
in trees?

A drawing of what
appears on the back of
thelatest 1,000-baht
note?

What does TGIF stand
for?

What do we call the
part of the skin that
grows hair?

The Heroines' Monu-
ment is at which four-
way junction?

Answers on page 20
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Quick Crossword

ACROSS

1. Verysupid.

7. Cool herb.

8. Cat'skid.

9. Thanks.

11. Impdlite.

12. Inregardto.
13. State.

14. Color.

15. Exigs

16. Tg Mahal location.
18. Takeaction.
21. LasVegasdtate.
22. Mum’'ssger.
23. Heght.

DownN

2. Bloodvess.
3. Unclothed.
4. Location.

5. Leaveout.
6. Legjoint.
10. Donkey.

12. Stoplight.
14. Mid-Pacificidand.
15. Taverns.

17. Farang.

19. Horsefood.
20. Very bad.

Get your brain
in gear with
The Monster Quiz

Kids! Ask Mum and Dad to help you find the answers to these questions.
They’'re not easy but, if you do some resear ch, you should be able to find

the answers to all of them.

1. The newspaper The 8.  Who won the 2004 14.
Deccan Herald serves Grammy Award for Best
which region? Spoken Word Album for

Children for Peter and

2. Tenzin Gyatsois better The Wolf?

known by what title? 15.
9.  Who composed Rhap-

3. What — now — are the sody in Blue?
terminal citiesof US
Highway 617 10. Whichistheworld's 16.

most-crossed international

4.  Which song begins“Oh border?

God said to Abraham,
‘Kill meason’. Abe 11. What flower was named 17.

says, ‘Man, you must be
puttin” meon’”?

after aRoman gladiator’s
sword?

5. How many countries 12.
comprise the Common-
wealth of Nations?

What prize was given to 18.
thewinning discus
thrower in the ancient
Olympics?
6. What were the 3,000 19.
projectilesusedinLaurel  13. Inanumber of Common-
and Hardy’s Battle of wealth navies, the acro-

the Century? nym PWO (pronounced
pee-woe) stands for 20.
7. Name the Cinque Ports. what?

O

B
9

Which comedian’'s
autobiography iscalled
How to Talk Dirty and
Influence People?

Who wrote How to Lose
Friends and Alienate
People?

Who portrayed Vincent
Van Gogh in Lust for
Life?

Which is colder —the
north pole or the south

pole?

Where can you use
cruzeiros to buy acup of
coffee?

Wheat color lightis
displayed on the star-
board side of a boat?

Who was born William
Jefferson Blythe [11?

Brain Buster
Solution
He's a smuggler.

Monster Quiz

Answers

1. Karnataka, Indig; 2. TheDdal
Lama; 3. New Orleans and
Wyoming, MN; 4. Highway 61
Revidted; 5.53; 6. Cugtard pies,
7. Hastings, New Romney,
Hythe, Sandwich and Dover; 8.
Bill Clinton, Mikhail Gorbachev
and SophiaLoren, dongwiththe
Russian National Orchestra; 9.
George Gershwin; 10. TheUS-
Mexico border; 11. Thegladi-
olus, 12. Thediscus; 13. Princi-
pa Wegpons Officer; 14. Lenny
Bruce; 15. Toby Young; 16.
Kirk Douglas; 17. South pole;
18. Brazil; 19. Green; 8. Presi-
dent Bill Clinton.

Puzzle
Solutions

Solution to this
week’s Cryptic
Crossword

Solutionto
Cartoon Puzzle

Solution to this
week’s Quick
Crossword

18 214|765 3|9

7i9|3]2|1/5]4|6 |8

5 4 6]3/8 (911,72

9 3 5|64 82 1|7

Solution to this 62 7115 3la & a

week’s Sudoku 8 1 4|/7 9 213 5 5

puzzle 5 =—oT8 73 1164 5

1. The Dead Sea, between Israel and Jordan; 2. 52; 3. Uttar 461l 2 7lala (3
Pradesh; 4. TheDog; 5. A visa; 6. Theorangutan; 7. The PaSak 3 58lag al7 211

Jolasid Damin Lop Buri Province; 8. Thank God It'sFriday; 9. A

follicle 10. ThaReua.
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“Phuket was everything we anticipated,
which means, in a nutshell, we hated it.
That'snot to say that there probably aren’'t
spectacular beaches and resorts catering
to the mass tourist market, but the small
dicethat we saw really left everything to
be desired (and a few things to forget!).
We stayed on an ugly overcrowded beach,
and mostly hid out in the a/c of our room.
The nightswere pure entertainment, walk-
ing down streets lined with open-air bars
full of Thai women soliciting the German
and Swiss men. Many of the sexy women
dancing on stages, on closer inspection, are
actually men, eager to flash their newly
purchased breasts.” (1)

“The following day we caught along tail
boat out to the island of Hai (sometimes
called Ko Ngai). Its 18 Km off the west
coast, and from adistanceit looked like a
small forest covered rock with a strip of
beach. On closer inspection, that’'s al it
was.” (2)

Some are downright wacky: “ Bangkok
isjust ascrazy as| expected it to be. Hot,
dirty, noisy, and smelly (and that'sjust the
hotel receptionist). Thefirst thing to hit me
about thisplacewasthe airport door, but |
suppose | should have been looking where
| was going.”

Thingsget better, though: “ Haveyou
ever had aday where you go for ajungle
trek with a German that looks like Moby
and stumble upon a trail that leads to a
waterfall, but you have to watch for fall-
ing coconuts from above and for giant el-
ephant poo from below, before finding a
stream and hopping from rock to rock for
2kmto eventudly find thewaterfall, soyou
jump in to the refreshing cool water and

Travel blogs are big these days...

OuUTSIDE

IN
By LisKinswoman

Once you were lucky to get a tatty
postcard in your letterbox from
Jack and Jill in Kathmandu, but
nowadays you can log on to what
they’re up to in a couple of
seconds. TravelPod.com is a
good start, with entries ranging
from the fair to the decidedly
unbalanced.

pose for more Japanese tourists who got
there by elephant, then continueto follow
the trail above the waterfall further into
thejungle, clambering over steep and dip-
pery rocks only to come to a dead end
after an hour, when you find two more
Germans just as lost as you are, so you
decide to turn round but you dlip and fall
and cut your thumb and graze your ribs
and end up in the water while three Ger-
mans laugh as you pick leeches off your
legs and feet, then getting back to the
waterfall to wash off the blood and find-
ing yet more Japanese tourists, so youwalk
back along thetrail to the road whereyou
get covered in dust from a passing truck,
but you make it back to the beach and the
Why Not Bar for a Chang or two, only to
stub and cut your toe on arock inthe dark

asyou finally get back home six hours af -
ter having left for a two hour walk cut,
bleeding, bruised, sun burnt, leeched,
sweaty, and dying for a poo only to find
there'sno toilet paper? You haven't? You
don’'t know what you'remissing!” (3)

Football crazy # 1: “Asamarker for the
Thais fervour for football, agolden statue
in atemple near Bangkok hasbeen cast in
the likeness of Beckham. Although the
statue’s relevance to Buddhism has been
guestioned, the local abbot has said that
football has become aworld religion and
that we have to open our minds and share
the feelings of the millions of Beckham
fans. The statue was made, he said, to keep
the memory of thefootball star alivefor a
thousand years.” (4)

More football madness: “ Saturday 26th.
Matchday and West Ham at home in the
FA Cup. We hired a private taxi for our
mission. As Patong is a two hour drive
away from Khao Lak we thought £40 was
areasonable price for the return trip. Af-
ter all, we're talking about watching
Chelsea here, and our taxi driver waited
for us until we decided it was time to go
back. Still it was good money for him as
petrol hardly cost anything compared to
Sweden and most peoplejust earn about a
£1 on average per day.”

The lads then decide that going to
Patong just to watch afootball matchisa
little OTT and go to agas station instead.
“Proudly entered the Esso in our Chelsea
shirts and ordered two big bottles of

Singha. ESPN, Chelsea-L eeds. Watching
Chelsea play football at three o’ clock at
night under the stars in Thailand just felt
classic. Still 23 degreesin the air, rain in
SW6. We were soon in the air too, as
Guddy scored after just two minutes. Af-
ter that, the whole Esso got involved and
supported the Blues. Fantastic! Thought
about my mate, Johan who wasin the\West
Stand watching the match, ourselves be-
ing in Thailand watching it on TV and,
Tobbe who wasin Siberiarefereeing, in -
30 something, not knowing anything. Then
came 2-0 to Chelsea, what a great holi-
day. Thank you Blues. Our little night trip
cost us£25 for thetaxi, money well spent.
Happy and back in bed at half fivein the
morning. Still wearing the Chelseashirt...
By now, thewhole Village knew about our
football tripsand everyone wasinterested
in the scores and everything. You heard,
‘Chelsii Chelsii’ followed by abroad smile,
everywhere we went. Nice, charming
people.” (5)

1. http://travel pod.com/travel -blog-entries/
canuckdive/east_asia 2005/1116815400/
tpod.html

2. http://travel pod.com/travel-blog-entries/
bush-trotters/rtw0405/1108225800/tpod.html
3. http://travel pod.com/travel-blog-entries/
dazzla/bigtrip_2003-04/1067675400/
tpod.html

4. http://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/
main.jhtml 2grid=T6& xml=/travel/2002/05/
1V/etcupthai 11.xml

5. http://www2.svenskafans.com/chel sea/

english.asp#4

n modern American litera-
ture, Cormac McCarthy is
the elephant in the corner of
theliving room. The Eastern

- —

]

Theultimateliterary thriller

Literary Establishment doesn’t
know what to make of him. They
didn’t know what to make of
William Faulkner either, of whom
Lionel Trilling, the dean of New
York literary critics, remarked: “ It
seems that he never heard of the
Enlightenment.”

Cormac McCarthy is very
much in the Faulkner line. He
spent much of hislifein Tennes-
see, the setting for hisfirst three
novels. In 1976, he moved to El
Paso, Texas, and began work on
his epic historical novel Blood
Meridian about filibusters who
ride into Mexico in search of In-
dian scalps. One scene, in which
therenegade whites suddenly find
themselvesinthe midst of ahuge
herd of stolen horsesbeing driven
northward by wild Comanches,
ranks among the greatest bravura
passages in English prose, ever.

It was McCarthy’s Faulk-
nerian mode at its best.

The two polar opposites of
modern American literature are
Faulkner with hisgrand rhetoric,
ornate sentences and ceaseless
spiraling back into the past, and
Ernest Hemingway with his
simplewords, terse sentencesand
preoccupation with action in the
present. In his Western phase,
McCarthy started moving in the
simpler Hemingway directionin
hisBorder Trilogy (All the Pretty
Horses, The Crossing and Cit-
ies of the Plain). In his latest
novel, No Country for Old Men
(Alfred A. Knopf, New York,
309pp, 2005), he has gone full-
bore Hemingway.
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By JamesEckardt

Early inthenovel, 35-year-
old Llewelyn Moss, a former
sniper in Vietnam, is hunting an-
telopes near the Rio Grande.

“Even with the heavy bar-
rel and the muzzlebrake therifle
bucked up off the rest. When he
pulled the animals back into the
scope he could seethem all stand-
ing as before. It took the 150
grain bullet the better part of a
second to get there but it took the
sound twice that. They were
standing looking at the plume of
dust where the bullet had hit.
Thenthey bolted. Running almost
immediately at top speed out upon
the barrial with the long whaang
of therifleshot rolling after them
and caroming off the rocks and
yawing back acrossthe open coun-
try intheearly morning solitude.”
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Now thisisbeautiful prose,
followed by atypical Hemingway
cadence: “He sat and pulled on
his boot and picked up the rifle
and gjected the spent casing and
putitin hisshirtpocket and closed
the bolt. Then he slung the rifle
over his shoulder and set out.”

What he finds is three bul-
let-ridden off-road vehicles, four
dead men and one dying, and a
huge amount of Mexican brown
heroin. Following abloodtrail, he
finds another corpse and a brief-
case containing $1.2 million in
$100 bills. What doeshedo?He's
awelder living in atrailer home
with a19-year-old wife.

He takes the case.

Thismakeshimthe prey of
apathologicd killer named Anton
Chigurh. There is no police
record or photograph of Anton
Chigurh because he simply kills
everyonewho getsin hisway. He
kills people he doesn’t even need
tokill. Bodiesaccumulate up and
down the Tex-Mex border and
spook the hell out of Sheriff Tom
Ed Bell.

Bell, who periodically
speaks in a colloguial Texan ac-
cent to an unnamed interlocutor,
is the mora center of the novel.
A World Wer 11 veteran, he has
inherited the moral legacy of his
father and uncle and grandfather
and ancestors going back to the

settling of Texas. He seeshisjob
as sheriff to protect the people
of hiscounty. But heknowsheis
way out of his league with the
unknown masskiller.

“1"ve always known that
you hadtobewillin’ todietoeven
dothisjob. That wasalwaystrue.
Not to sound glorious about it or
nothin’ but you do. If you ain’t
they’ Il know it. They’ll seeitina
heartbeat. | think it is more like
what you are willin’ to become.
And | think aman would haveto
put his soul at hazard. And |
won't do that. | think now that
maybe | never would.”

The ending is unexpected.
Thisisno conventional thriller.
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THE LAW

With Friedrich
‘Sam’ Fauma

r A, aforeigner living

in Thailand, set up a

business through a
Thai company in which hein-
vested 49%. His Thai partner
did not have the necessary
fundsto invest in the company
and therefore signed over her
shares for Mr A to sell to an-
other potential investor.

However, shestill worked
with him in the company and
also becamehislive-in partner.
Ittook Mr A sometimeto find
another investor, but when he
did he had the shares registra-
tion with the Company Regis-
tration Office amended to re-
flect the new investor’s share-
holding.

After some time his per-
sonal relationship with the
woman cameto an end, but not
without alegal battle over their
shared assets, as well as over
company shares and profits
that were never distributed to
the sharehol ders as dividends.

The woman checked all
legal registrations, including the
company documents, and
found that Mr. A had changed
her shareholding in the com-
pany without informing her.
She therefore filed criminal
chargesfor theft of shares, and
Mr A wasinvited to the police
station to answer her claim.

Even though Mr A could
show the share transfer docu-
ments as evidence and proof
that she had signed the paper,
she claimed that it had been
signed blank and that shedidn’t
know what it said as it wasin
Englishonly.

In discussions between
thelegal representativesof both
partiesit became clear that the
dispute was about compensa-
tion for thewoman. Mr A’'srep-
resentation claimed that the ex
had knowingly signed the share
transfer document and that she
had done so before witnesses.

The representation added
that the shareswere still regis-
tered with the company, there-
foreany crimina charge should
not be for theft but for misap-
propriation, and further that she
had no right to dividends or
mutual gain as an ex-spouse as
the couple had not been legally
married. As no out-of-court
settlement could be reached
and asthe policedid not accept
the charges as filed, the
woman’s lawyers filed the
chargesdirectly in court.

Through the court arbi-
tration system it was possible
to find a settlement to the sat-
isfaction of both partiesand the
case was closed.

We therefore should be
aware that a signed document
can still be disputed, and that
any evidence of payment
should be made separately and
should beclearly mentioned in
the agreement.

he holidays are over,

which brings a sense of

relief: nomoremadrela-

tives to deal with, no
more worrying about presents,
and no more singing of carols
about a“ holy infant, so tender and
mild”.

Although | dorecognizethat
Slent Night was not meant to
advocate cannibalism, this carol
alwaysremindsme of arecipein
a cookbook: Heat oven to
350°C, put in holy infant and
baste until meat is tender and
mild.

The relief that follows the
passing of the New Year also
comes with dread, however, for
now isthe time when we start to
realizejust how difficultitisgo-
ing to beto keep al of our hastily
conceived “New Year’s resolu-
tions’.

I can count the number of
resolutions I've kept on all the
toes on my hands. Over the
years, they’ve ranged from the
unrealistic* Grow at |east another
two centimetersthisyear,” tothe
more achievable “Don’t leave
cleaning the cat’slitter box to the
last minute.”

Why do we choose New
Year's Day to begin our resolu-
tions? Why not our birthdays?
Why not a random date, like
March 14 or November 2?

The celebration of a new
year isthe oldest modern holiday,
and theonly one celebratedin all
cultures and religions. The
Babylonians first celebrated it
4,000 yearsago on March 23, the
most popul ar Babylonian resolu-
tion being to return borrowed
farm equipment — of course,
resolutions could start only after
thetraditional eleven daysof hard
partying, whichincluded stripping
theking of all hispowersfor that
time so he couldn’'t be a party-
pooper.

Thewholething crystallized
into something resembling the
modern form when the Romans
— after much nagging and fight-
ing over the calendars — finally

New Year’s Revolutions

By EllaMicheler

decided on the Gregorian version
and declared January 1 to be the
beginning of the new year.

The new year symbolizes
change and new beginnings. In
Columbia, “Mr Old Year”, abig
mal e doll made of unwanted ma-
teria, isburned on huge bonfires,
effectively symbolizing the for-
getting of all the bad happenings
of the previous year. In a way,
New Year’s resolutions are also
meant to burn the Mr Old Year
inus.

However, it'snot so simple
toreachinto yourself, cut out the
partsyou don't like, and tossthem
onto abonfire. It takeswork and
commitment —whichiswhy most
of usfail.

Thosewho makerash reso-
lutions arethe first to fall off the
wagon. A study conducted at the
University of Washington found
that 65% of their participants re-
neged by the second week of
January; these having madetheir
resolutions between December
28 and New Year’s Day.

Janus, January’s namesake,
was the two-faced Roman god
of change, transition and begin-
nings. Onefacelooked to the past
and one to the future, signifying

It’s a pity
Google hasn’t
launched some
sort of Life
Search that
could locate
that shirt the
cat dragged
off, or the
sock that was
lost in the
laundry

the importance of balance. Do
wefail becausewelook only for-
ward, when we should be look-
ing back aswell? For strong com-
mitment, you need an honest ook
at your past, to seewhat you have
to change about yourself and
why. You must also have hopefor
the future—the determination and
motivation not to give up.

But what would | know
about any of this? | don't keep
any of my resolutions. In fact,
most teenagers don’t. Younger
teens usually resolve to work
harder in school or to get along
with their families better, while
ol der teenstackle whatever more
intractable bad habitsthey might
have accumul ated.

Most teens make between
two to 10 resolutions each year,
and, according to studiesmade at
the University of Virginia, only
one in five keeps all those reso-
lutionsfor at least half ayear.

Almost al teens resolve to
be a better person in the New
Year. Being so vague, it'savery
easy resolution to keep. It's
simple to say, “Yes, | was a bet-
ter person thisyear because| did
not laugh at the crazy man who
lives down the road, and | only

punched my little brother twicea
week.”

| asked my friends if they
ever keep their resolutions, and
the resounding answer was
“No!”, delivered with a derisive
snort. Even before New Year's
Eve, when asked how sure they
were that they could keep their
resolutions, most said that they
wouldn’t be ableto.

So, why bother making
resolutionsat al, if you know you
won't be able to keep them? |
wondered. So | didwhat | dways
do when in doubt: | Googled it.
(Althoughit'sapity Googlehasn't
launched some sort of Life Search
that could somehow locate that
shirt the cat dragged off, or the
sock that waslost in thelaundry.)

The most touted tip on the
Internet wasthis: Beredlistic, and
don’'t bedisappointed if you don’t
see any immediate changes in
yourself, or if you fall off the
wagon early on. You're not go-
ing to changeinto asex god/god-
dessovernight, and you' regoing
to have some difficulties giving
up smoking, and so on—but don’'t
let yourself become discouraged.

You need a thorough plan:
if you want muscleslike Adonis
by the end of the year, plan your
exercise regime and your diet to
every last detail.

Put up a huge sign on the
wall, with your resolution written
out. Pair up with someone else
for moral support.

But if you really want to
change, then don't even bother
waiting for the New Year — start
now. Right this minute. Put out
thecigarette you' re smoking, and
let your dog eat the rest of the
bacon on your plate.

As for me, perhaps my
New Year’sresolution should be
to stop preaching and take my
own advice — and I’m going to
start right now.

What is the best way to raise my daughter as a Buddhist?

Dear Momma Duck,
| haveayoung daughter and
| would liketo raise her asaBud-
dhist. | would like her study the
Dhamma, but do not want her to
get involved with and/or dis-
tracted by all of theritual aspects
associated with mainstream Thai
Buddhism. Where can | send her
to learn the basic teaching of the
Buddha? Arethere any Buddhist
“Sunday Schools’ in Phuket?
Steve

Dear Steve,

The Lord Buddha teaches
ustolead our livesby themiddle
path, neither too much nor too
little.

| quite agreewithyouin not
getting distracted by all theritual
aspects associated with main-
stream Thai Buddhism, although
ritual hasits place in helping us
to structure our learning and
practice, such as by establishing
certaintimesand placesfor medi-
tation. A “strict” Buddhist, mean-
ing someone who followsall the

ritual's, does not necessarily mean
that he or sheisagood Buddhist.

To my knowledge, thereare
no Buddhist “Sunday Schools’ in
Phuket because weintroduce our
children to Buddhism by taking
them with us to the temple or
meditation retreats.

| feel that teaching your
child at home from an early age
would be the best way to learn
about the basic teaching of the
Buddha. There are many good
booksin English and Thai which
explain the basic philosophy and
practiceof Buddhism. Also, if you
and your wife participate, youwill
be tremendous role models for
your daughter.

For example, you and your
wife could teach her three of the
basic five rules for laypersons
(dealingwithkilling, stealing and
lying).

The other two rules, about
adultery and using intoxicants, do
not really apply at this stage, but
you could introduce the idea.
Teach her to chant the various

prayers (in Thai rather than Pali
or Sanskrit whenever possible),
primarily as preparation for the
practice of meditation, when we
try to shut off the endless con-
versations and speculations our
brainsproduce. Children aregood
copy-cats, and again you are a
role model in showing her how to
practice Buddhism.

Take her to the temple pe-
riodically andlistento themonk’s
preaching, and also take part in
templ e ceremoni es on auspicious
days of the year. Explain to her
the meaning of each auspicious
religiousday intermsof what the
Buddha intended — rather than
the blind ritual. Thiswould be a
good start for the child.

| do not believe in teaching
her strict, formal, theoretical Bud-
dhism at this age, because this
could turn her off later on. Let it
seep into her slowly. Gradually
teach her about meditation.
Teach her to tham boon [make
merit] by offering almsto monks
and giving money tothe poor. This

DUCK

I
By Wanida Hongyok
momma@phuketgazette.net

is the best way of living as a
Bhudhammarmakah (Buddhist
follower). For example, in the
King's Birthday speech, he
stressed leading our lifeina* suf-
ficient” style, in other words be-
ing content and living within our
means and |eading asimple way
of life.
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CAPRICORN (December 22-January 20): Expect to be pulled in two
different directions this weekend. You are advised to be careful not
to offend either of the people determined to have you on their side.
The atmosphere settles down by Tuesday and fun is on the agenda,
particularly if you' re celebrating abirthday. Just when it seemed that
all your energy had been burned up during recent partying, a second
wind comes out of the blue.

AQUARIUS (January 21-February 19): Financial affairsare about to
reach along-awaited turning point. Asthisis happening, pay no at-
tention to advice offered by Sagittarius; the wise words offered by
Libra are well worth listening to, though. A recently lost good luck
charm will turn up again this week. Romance requires careful han-
dling as the object of your affection is subject to changing moods.

PISCES (February 20-March 20): Getting back to basicsis suddenly
important. You receive a wake-up call, which should be seen as a
positive event. Thisis not the right time to take chances where seri-
ous amounts of money are at stake. Play your cardsright and the ball
will beinyour court later this month. Wednesday is the best day for
delicate discussions. The number 4 islucky on Thursday.

ARIES (March 21-April 20): You can be forgiven for thinking that
the New Year is getting off to a low start. You are advised not to
force the pace to pick up — let business matters slowly simmer until
the end of this month. Love is in the air on Sunday when Taurus
shows a new, sensual side. This particular attraction stands a real
chance of growing into something meaningful.

TAURUS (April 21-May 21): Your attitudeis positivethisweek, which
will ensure that steady progress is made. Those of you currently
working on acreative project should receive encouraging newsfrom
overseas. Resist the temptation to share secrets, particularly with
Virgo who isafair-weather friend. You will enjoy an impromptu get
together on Sunday; make sureto exchange contact detail swith some-
one who has the same interests. Wear jade to encourage good luck.

GEMINI (May 22-June 21): You are about to take along, hard look
at all areas of your life. There is definitely room for improvement
regarding work possibilities and someone is about to make an offer
you can't refuse. This will probably necessitate some changes in
your daily routine; be prepared to give up someleisuretimein order
to really get ahead. The number 8 looks promising on Tuesday.

CANCER (June 22-July 23): If you have been toying with theidea of
leaving your present job you will receive asurprise offer. You could
be packing your bags before the month ends. If life feels somewhat
insecure at the moment, stay cool and wait for the wind of changeto
settle down. Wednesday is the most auspicious day for contacting
someone you had a recent minor disagreement with.

LEO (July 24-August 22): Those who are low on energy after all the
holiday fun will benefit from clearing out some unused belongings
and considering achange of color scheme. Aim for brighter touches
and incorporate bright jungle green to help you achieve more. An-
other Leo is about to come up with a peculiar proposition; don't re-
jectitimmediately, asthereis promise of good gains.

VIRGO (August 23-September 23): You will discover that every cloud
really doeshaveasilver lining. Those of you who couldn’t seeaway
out of adisagreeable situation will cheer up when good newsarrives
this weekend. Romance will be subject to misunderstandings until
the middle of the month. If you' relooking for love, stay closeto your
usual watering holes. A family member puts you on the spot by ask-
ing agenerous favor.

LIBRA (September 24-October 23): You will feel an unaccustomed
urgeto splash out thisweekend. Listen to afriend’s advice and spoil
yourself for achange. If you start expecting to have good thingsin
your life, thesewill comemore naturally. Thisyear will bevery much
about living for the moment, whether you like it or not. Early next
week, you will be confused by a colleague’s mood swings—all will
be revealed in due course.

SCORPIO (October 24-November 22): You will be in a reflective
mood thisweek. Those closeto you could find thisunusual quietness
hard to understand; you will need to explain that it's nothing personal
asfar asthey are concerned. A financial disputeis solved on Wednes-
day; thiswill probably not be in your favor, and you should make a
mental note to keep better records.

SAGITTARIUS (November 23-December 21): Your mood is upbeat
thisweek with the emphasis on streamlining work obligationsin or-
der to have more free time. Being part of a social whirl over the
holiday period has made you realize that there is much moreto life
than making money. Those of youwho arein arelationship will dis-
cover that your partner has hidden depths; if you' resingle, get ready
to meet an intriguing person in an unusual setting.

ecently | read a news

item that set all sorts

of alarm bells clang-

ing. Scientistshavedis-
coveredthat “ ...\WWomen who fail
to orgasm during sex may be ge-
netically programmed to weed out
unreliable men who are a flop
between the sheets... The fail-
ure of some women to orgasm
regularly isnot adysfunction, but
a sophisticated mate-selecting
strategy that evolved during pre-
historictimes... Theorgasmisan
evolutionary way of seeingif men
can prove themselvesto be good
providers, dependable, patient,
and caring enough to look after
the kids... Women who orgasm
very easily may bemorelikely to
be satisfied with poor quality
men.”

This opens up a huge can
of worms that has catastrophic
implicationsfor the future of the
human race. But strangely
enough, sincereading the article
| have heard nary a peep out of
any of the commentators, pundits,
or prognosticatorswho habitually
flood the newspapers with their
pontifications. Nobody wants to
touch this sucker.

But Tsow wades in where
smart men fear to tread. With the
courage, the boldness, and the
daring intrepidity which mark my
every lordly move, | propose to
tackle this explosive issue with
my customary elegance and
grace.

But first, an etymological
guibble. Orgasm is usually used
asanoun. It doesn't look right as
averb. Solet’sinvent anew verb
form —*“orgazz”.

The ego of contemporary
Western man has been knocked
around for the past several de-
cades by feministsdetermined to
throw off the yoke of oppression
under which women have tradi-
tionally groaned. We can't blame
them for that.

Theproblemisthat themale

COME AGAIN?

TSOWNDINGS
By S. TSOW

of the species has an extremely
fragile ego. When the woman
nags him for being a sexist slob
and a patriarchal pig, the man
cannot handleit.

He becomes Man the Hen-
pecked. Ultimately he may take
todrink or drugs, or become gay.
In extreme cases, he may flee to
Thailand to find peace of mind
and unspeakable happiness as a
sex tourist. What he usually finds
ismoral and financial ruin.

How to givetheman both a
fulfilling sex lifeand an unbattered
ego? There is no answer to this
question which arespectablefam-
ily newspaper likethiswill print,
athough | canthink of severd that
areunprintable, mostly involving
sheep.

The result is bound to be a
drop in human reproduction, pos-
sibly culminatingintheextinction
of our species.

Why isthisdiscovery about
female orgasms a lose-lose
proposition for the male ego?
Consider Scenario A:

Man (after a robust sexua per-
formance): Erm, uh, dear, uh...
youdidn’t orgazz, did you?
Woman: No. Sorry about that.
Man: It's because I’'m not up to
snuff, isn't it? Your genes have
sized me up as a flop between
the sheets, a poor provider: un-
dependable, impatient, and uncar-
ing, alousy future progenitor of

your spawn. They’re waiting for
a non-flop to come aong — then
they’ll let you orgazz.

Woman: Hey, | can’'t help what

my genes do.
Man: | can’t stand it. (Shoots
self.)

Woman: What a sad specimen.
Good work, genes! You'veculled
another loser from the herd. Hope
the next guy is up to snuff.

Pretty horrible, isn'tit? But
hey, it getsworse. Consider Sce-
nario B:

Man (after atepid sexual perfor-
mance): Boy. That was good.
Geez. Gosh. You orgazzed all
over the place. | must beone hell
of a stud. Your genes have rec-
ognized me asastallion between
the sheets, afantastic provider —
super-dependabl e, hyper-patient,
mega-caring, the perfect future
progenitor of your spawn. Am |
cool, or what? (Crows like a
rooster.)

Woman (Wweeping): No, it's... it's
because my genes are undis-
criminating. | orgazz all thetime,
evenwith patheticloserslikeyou.
I’m doomed to spend the rest of
my life stuck with aflop between
the sheets, a poor provider: un-
dependable, impatient, and uncar-
ing, alousy future progenitor of
my spawn. | wish | were pro-
grammed to be more selective,
orgasm-wise.

Man: What? Me, aloser?| can’t
stand it. (Shoots self.)

If this trend continues, the
priceof bulletswill soon escalate,
exceeding even the price of ail.
The message? Buy bullet stocks.

S Tsow can be flamed at stsow
@yahoo.com, except when he's
buying bullet stocks. A new
collection of his ravings, Thai
Lite 2, is now available at un-
discriminating bookstores. Get
your copy before it's banned.

Air Andaman
launches with
flights to Krabi

From the Gazette of
January 1-14, 2001

PHUKET: The new Phuket-
based airline, Air Andaman, took
to the air on December 11, with
a twice-daily service between
Phuket and Krabi.

Montri Rattanapiphop, re-
gional sales manager at Air
Andaman’s Bangkok office, told
the Gazette, “The flights from
Phuket to Krabi depart at 10.55
am and 5.20 pm.

“The return flights leave
Krabi at 11.45 am and 6.15 pm.
Weintend to introduce one more
flight each way if the demand is
good,” he added.

The aircraft used for the
service is a Jetstream 32, a 19-
seat turboprop plane.

Tickets cost 800 baht each
way.

The airline is awaiting de-
livery of itssecond aircraft, which
will allow the three flights a day
to Krabi and back, and will also

THE TIME .

machine

I
Newsfrom thepast

allow Air Andaman to launch a
twice-daily flight from Phuket to
Nakhon Sri Thammarat, and an-
other, also twice a day, to Surat
Thani.

Ticketsfor theserouteswill
be 1,200 baht each way.

Further into the future, the
airline plans to add a daily ser-
viceto Ranong (at 1,200 baht), a
daily service between Phuket and
Chumphon (2,500 baht each way)
and between Chumphon and
Bangkok (2,600 baht).

Cherngtalay Church
Sunday Service
Thai: 10050 amy 7.00 pm
Eng: 200 pm - .00 pmi
4ASY Moo 4, Sai Pasak 8
Chamgtalay (near Laguna Phuket)
Please call:

O7T6-274 975-6
D4-D56-TOD2T
E-mait chemptalaychurchifiyahoo. com
www charngtalaychuroh cam

LeMeridien
Wins
Environment
Award

From the Gazette of
January 1996

Mr Yingphan Manasikarn,
Minister of Science, Technology
and Environment, recently pre-
sented the 1995 environmental
honorary award to Le Meridien
Phuket. The hotel was recog-
nized for monitoring environmen-
tal quality, and for taking action
to reduce adverse effects on the
environment.

o
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Rubbishing Phuket

Theworsening garbage problem along Sapam-Samkong Road isjust
the latest example of how greed, inadequate law enforcement and a
lack of environmental awareness are continuing to despoil what is
left of Phuket’s greatest asset — its natural beauty. [see Inside Story,
pages 4-5].

While the tambon administration organizations [OrBor Tor] of
Rassada and K oh Kaew dither about who isresponsible for cleaning
up the mess, the fact remains that the garbage never should have
been dumped there in the first place.

The content of the garbage indicates that much of it was ini-
tially debrisleft over from a construction project. Once established
as a dumping ground, however, more and more people have been
adding to the growing mess. If left unchecked, the area promises to
become Phuket’s own version of “Smokey Mountain” — now that
persons unknown have begun burning it.

Thegarbageitself constitutesamountain of evidencethat could
used to track down those responsible —were the police interested in
conducting an investigation. Apparently they are not.

To dispose of garbagein thismanner isreprehensible. The pol-
luter, or polluters, should be tracked down, prosecuted, punished —
and most important of all —forced to clean up the garbage and dis-
pose of it properly.

Suchillegal dumping also threatensthelocal groundwater table
with contamination from a wide variety of toxins, including heavy
metalsfrom used batteries. Thisisof particular concern on the Sapam-
Samkong Road, which runs alongside a klong connecting numerous
tin mining pondsin the vicinity that serve aswater sources.

It seemsthat no part of the island remains safe from those who
would, for aquick profit, sacrifice the environment that sustains us
all. Last month, government officials seized an estimated 1.5 million
baht in wooden planks that were cut from hardwood trees felled on
protected forest land in Koh Kaew. So brazen were the loggers that
they even brought in the necessary equipment to process the wood
into salable planks right at the site. As with so many other environ-
mental crimes committed on the island, there have still been no ar-
rests in the case.

Garbage collection isamong the most important duties entrusted
tothe 13local administrations on Phuket; itistimefor both OrBorTors
to get together and clean up the mess along Sapam-Samkong Rd
before it worsens.

It is also time for the police to get serious about bringing to
justice those who see fit to use a public road as their own personal
garbage dump.
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He obviously did
go to OUR school

Let}ers

The Gazetteis pleased to receive mail from read-
ers. Please write to us at 367/2 Yaowarat Rd,
Amphur Muang, Phuket 83000, fax to 076-213971
or send an email to editor @ phuketgazette.net with

Not so elementary

I read with dismay Richard
Watson's Money Talks article of
December 31, in which we were
told that “India’s disadvantage —
if compared again to China—is
that it is a democracy.”

In the next sentence, we
were informed that China's
economy isat present acommand
economy. Both statements are
woefully inaccurate and require
correction.

First, | am not sure where
Mr Watson learned his econom-
ics, but democratically-free soci-
eties are at a distinct economic
advantage over command econo-
mies.

This is because free
peoples are more efficient in al-
locating scarce resources than
economic ministers are.

This efficiency is best re-
flected in consumer priceswhich
are aligned with consumer de-
mand. In a command economy,
such astheformer Soviet Union,
consumers are forced to pay
dearly for defective televisions
made in decrepit state-run facto-
ries.

Secondly, describing the
current Chinese economy as a
being of acommand variety isen-
tirely misleading.

The Chinese governmentiis
indeed run by the Communist
Party. However, their economy
haslong been on aliberal reform
path. Itisthisvery reform, giving
economic choice back to ordinary
people, which is responsible for
their exceptional economic
growth rate.

What puzzles me most
about Mr Watson's comments
are that they come from the pen
of aninvestment planner.

Let me remind Mr Watson

are supplied.

that in a command economy
there are not any investors other
than the state itself.

His comments, as found
within the Phuket Gazette, would
be laughable were it not for the
scores of thousands who have
died for the sake of freedom and
democracy throughout theworld.

Jeffrey Galko
Viaemail

Blessed book brokers

| am writing to comment on the
cartoon which appeared in sup-
port of your generally excellent
editorial about street toutsin the
Dec 10 Gazette. Among the touts
lampooned in this cartoon was
one shouting “You need book!
You buy!”

I’m sureyouwill agreewith
me that anybody who encour-
ages people to buy abook — say,
arecently published book about
Phuket, as a random example —
isnot atout but in fact asaint, a
public servant who selflesdly tails
for the betterment of all human-
kind.

| expect aprinted retraction
very soon.

Peace,

Steve Rosse
lowa City, lowa

Beach bummer

So, Phuket wantsto attract afive-
star hotel to Bang Tao Beach?

Guests in five-star hotels
work hard and wish to relax in
peace on their holiday; there is
no chance of that on Bang Tao
Beach until Phuket’s authorities
control the local beach traders.

| visited the beach at The
Sheraton recently and was ha-
rassed all day by traders asking

your views for publication in our next issue.
We reserve the right to edit all letters. Pseudonyms
are acceptable only if your full name and address

meto buy their drinks. | also no-
ticed that the hotel had to ring-
fence a part of its garden to en-
able afew of its gueststo sit in
peace.

I moved to the beach oppo-
sitethe AllamandaHotel and was
astonished to find that the restau-
rateurs there had moved their
tablesand rusty umbrellasalmost
down to the water’s edge.

The panoramic view had
gone, and | felt trapped in the
small arealeft.

| walked back to the shower
and passed amound of morethan
100 refuse bags ripening in the
hot sun and rain. The smell was
disgusting. After thetsunami, the
pipes leading from the bars and
restaurants down into the sea
were revealed — | presume they
are still there, disgorging their
unknown contents into the sea
beside the bathers.

Does anyone ever test the
guality of the seawater?\We have
had Sars, the tsunami, and | can
guess what the next disaster will
be.

The Mayor of Marbellain
Spain solved hisproblem by sim-
ply bulldozing the rat-infested
beach barsinto the sand. | do not
advocate that here as the locals
lend color to the beach, but they
must be taught how to obey the
law.

The Governor of Phuket
should form a powerful beach
patrol force to help the vendors
trade sensibly and support the
hotels to conserve this magnifi-
cent beach.

The most effective and
cheapest form of advertising is
word of mouth. Are the depart-
ing guests going to recommend
visiting Phuket?

AnneDonad
Cherng Talay

L etters conveying views and suggestions are published here. Those seeking comment from government
officials and/or business ownersare published in Issues & Answers on the facing page.
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Why the bypass project has been delayed

he bypass road project

was rescheduled for

completion by January

26, but, realistically
speaking, | believeit needs about
another two months [beyond
January] tofinishit.

The eight-kilometer-long
project is separated into two
parts: the first section, from the
Baan Bang Ku Intersection [near
the Roya Phuket Marina] until
the Baan Samkong Intersection
[at the Tesco-Lotus Superstore]
is a five-kilometer stretch fol-
lowed by a three-kilometer sec-
tion from Tesco-L otus to the the
Dara Samut School Intersection
[known to many people as the
Thainaan intersection].

Basically, thedelaysaredue
to slow responses from the Min-
istry of the Interior (Mol) in
granting blasting permission.

It works like this: the con-
tractor, in this case Chiang Rai
Harn Charoen Enterprise Limited
(CRHC) must make a written
request to the Mol, for the dyna-
mite necessary to carry out the
blasting.

The policy of making afor-
mal request is mainly due to the
volatilesituationinthe Deep South
of Thailand. The Mol is known
to be strict regarding this—hence
the delays.

[In March 2005, K.
Boonyakiat told the Gazette that
the contractors waited some
265 days for government ap-
proval to commence blasting.]

By the time permission
came through, CRHC realized
that the project was already be-
hind schedule and that thewheels
of the Thai governmental pro-
cesses move slowly.

FIRST

PERSON

he bypass road project

has become a byword in
Phuket for delay and incon-
venience. The 111-million-
baht widening project was
due for completion on Sep-
tember 28 last year, yet it still
seems a long way from its
conclusion with limited light-
ing, potholes and either

dusty or muddy surfaces, dependlng on weather conditions.

The unfinished Dara Samut School Intersection.

Phuket Governor Udomsak Uswarangkura ordered that the project be completed by December 26 so that dignitar-
les visiting the tsunami memorial services would have a positive impression of the island, but this was not to be.
Phuket Highways Department Engineer Boonyakiat Kongketyai talks to the Gazette about the project and its

problems.

The contract was due to
expire on September 28 but
CRHC requested — and was
granted — an extra 120 days.

However, | still don’t think
that it will befinished by January
26 because of delays due to the
recent heavy rain.

If the project is not com-
pleted by January 26, then CRHC
will befined 33,390 baht for each
day over the set date. This will
be taken out of funds owed to
CRHC hy the government for the
project.

Aside from delays caused
by natural phenomena, the project
has been held up by staffing prob-
lemsand malfunctioning machin-
ery, athough the biggest problem
has undoubtedly been the delay

caused by waiting for permission
to commence blasting.

It was originally scheduled
to take placein June 2004 but we
couldn’t even begin until January
2005, so we were eight months
late, effectively, before we even
started blasting. [The Gazette
first reported that blasting had
begun in March 2005.] Thank-
fully, the blasting process hasnow
been terminated.

Normally, wewould buy the
rocks to be pulverized to make
the hardcore for the construction
from Phang Ngabut aHighways
Department engineer suggested
that we use ground rock, a by-
product from the blasting pro-
cess, with which to lay the road.

Thismethod should, at |east

theoretically, have saved timeand
money.

The Governor insisted that
we asphalt the surface of the sec-
tionfrom Tesco-Lotustothe Dara
Samut School Intersection before
December 26, but the asphalt
mixer broke down.

Hewasinahurry to givea
good impression to people using
the road during the tsunami me-
moria services, but even if we
had asphalted the surface, it
wouldn’t have necessarily meant
that the project was finished.

However, | can say for sure
that the surface of the road will
be complete by January 26, al-
though we will till have detalls,
such as road markings and the
installation of electrical and drain-

ageinfrastructure, to finish.

There is till quite alot of
rain runoff from the higher parts
of the project, especially where
blasting has taken place, and we
shall be constructing artificial
waterfallsto handlethis.

Thisproject hasbeenalong
timeintheworks, andit'sagiven
that the heavy machinery has
seen alot of wear and tear, but
the cost for repairsis shouldered
by the contractor, not the govern-
ment.

In conclusion, it has to be
said that the private and govern-
mental agencies have co-oper-
ated wonderfully. People have
been using arough and dirty road
for long enough now, and we'd
liketo apologizefor this.

Stray dog strut

As a veterinarian and someone
who has worked extensively in
stray animal control, both in the
US and overseas, | am darmed
when | read of the continuing
“efforts’ of the Phuket authori-
tiesto control stray dogs. Simply
picking up dogs and incarcerat-
ing or killing them has never
worked nor will it ever work.
Other dogswill smply fill thevoid
in an amazingly short period of
time.

The only effective means
of controlling stray dogsis mass
sterilization although, certainly,
any dangerous dogs should be
captured and humanely euthan-
ized.

On avisit to Phuket a few
weeksago, | met avolunteer who
was picking up stray dogson Nai
Yang Beach to do thisvery work.
He told me that a local animal
welfare organization had already
sterilized nearly 7,000 dogs and
cats and was also vaccinating
them al and treating them for any
diseaseor injury.

Accordingto him, virtually
all the beach and temple dogs
have now been sterilized.

Thisapproachwill work, and
the authorities, rather than not
inviting these organizationsto their

Let}ers

meetings, should cooperate with
them and leave them to do the
job, which would free up re-
sourcesfor other moreimportant

work. _
Janice Hultberg
Seattle, WA

Doc eat docworld

Onehasto question exactly what
kind of doctor the head of the
Phuket Provincial Livestock Of-
fice, Sunart Wongchawalit, actu-
alyis.

Certainly not veterinary
medicine, as he clearly has no
understanding of how to control
stray dogs.

With all the problems
Phuket has faced recently, | find
it amazing that this man contin-
ues to wage war on the island’s
stray dogs.

In all theyears| have been
coming here | have never been
threatened by one of these dogs,
and indeed have noticed on my
recent visits a marked improve-
ment in their health, which no
doubt has more to do with local
animal welfare organizationsthan
thelocal government.

| suggest that he devote his

resources to ensuring Phuket
stays free of bird 'flu and out-
breaks of food poisoning —things
that would have a far greater
impact on tourism than a few
stray dogs.

Perhaps he could also
spend some of histime clamping
down on theillegal use of wild-
life, which turns so many tourists
off.

Peter Wood DVM
London

Pausefor thought

| noticed in your publication the
plan to make a “sweep” of
Phuket's wonderful dogs to put
them in the already over-
crowded dog pound.

I’ ve been asupporter of the
Soi Dog Foundation (SDF) ever
since | heard about it, because
spaying and caring for the dogs
is the only plan that is sure to
work for everyone, including the
dogs, who are an important part
of Phuket.

Thefundsspentincarrying
out [theround up of strays] could
be better spent supporting the
SDF and its program, which could
even become amodel for thein-
ternational community.

PatriciaSilva
Cadlifornia, USA

| ssues&
ANSWERS

Want to know how to get something done?
Want to pitch an idea to Phuket’s authorities ?
Submit your queries or suggestions to us and
we’ll ask the appropriate people to respond.

Write to: The Phuket Gazette, 367/2 Yaowarat Rd,
Muang, Phuket 83000. Fax 076-213971, or submit your
issue at www.phuketgazette.net

Whenwill Rawal have more
phonelines?

| believethat no new telephonelinesare currently availablein Rawai,
specifically in Soi Suksan 1. Seemingly Rawai’s allocation has been
used up due to demand. When might new telephone lines become

available for this area?

Pairoj Somsri,
Phuket Office, replies:

David Kirk, Rawai

Manager, Customer Service Center, TOT

We are installing new telephone lines all over the country dur-
ing the first three months of 2006. A total of more than 5,000 new
numbers will be available in Phuket through island’s 11 telephone
exchanges. All the new numberswill be ableto provide ADSL high-

speed Internet access.

We have already installed 120 new ADSL -capablelinesfor the
Baan Lipon area in Thalang. In Rawai, an exchange is being in-
stalled at the entrance of Wat Sawang-arom. It should be completed
within six months. The exchangewill provide 360 new linesthat can

support ADSL Internet access.
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Justin Maiklem, from Aus-
tralia, is the new Executive
Chef at the Evason Phuket
- Resort & Six Senses Spa. He
= gpent the past four yearsinthe
. Maldives and has developed
his own version of “Euro
Asian” cuisine. He has the
task of opening the resort’s
new “Into the MED” restau-
rant. Justin has also worked
across Europe, in such famed
establishments as The Dorch-
ester in London and The Park
Hotel Vitznau in Switzerland.

pany Inc.

Lotte Krogh Dietrich,
from Denmark, has been
appointed the Scandinavian
Co-ordinator of Phuket In-
ternational Hospital. Shehas
a master’s degree in com-
munications from Aalborg
University in Denmark and
haslived full-timein Phuket
for the past one and a half
years. Previously she was
employedin her family busi-
ness in America, On-Top
Roof and Chimney Com-

Janjira Sitthisak, 34,
from Phuket, has been ap-
pointed Director of Royal
Phuket Property Search &
Service Co Ltd. She has a
bachelor’s degree in hu-
manities from the Thai
Chamber of Commerce
University. Previoudly, she
was with the Thai Wah
Group, and was Executive
Secretary to the Board of
Blue Canyon Country
Club. She has aso worked
at Laguna Property Sales.

KHUN WOODY'S
COMPUTER

f you’'ve been around the
computer biz in Phuket for
awhile, thenyou have prob-
ably heard of Sipa, the Soft-
warelndustry Promotion Agency.

No doubt you also know
that Sipa’s primary job revolves
around turning Phuketintoan I T
hub for Southeast Asia; that Sipa
regulates most of the computer
business on the island; that Sipa
is in charge of improving the
speed of Internet service in
Phuket; that Sipa controls visas
andwork permitsfor foreign com-
puter workers; and that Sipa has
been granted sweeping authority
to ensure that Phuket catches up
with Singapore and other com-
puter powerhouses in the next
two or three years.

At least, that’s what |
thought | knew about Sipa. It
turnsout that thereality is some-
what different.

WRONG!

Dr Rattana Wetprasit, Sipa
Phuket’s Branch Manager, re-
cently gave a presentation to the
Rotary Club of Patong Beach
about Sipa sorganization, mission
and projects. | had a chance to
attend that presentation and talk
with Dr Rattana afterwards.
Here's what | found.

For starters, almost every-
thing that | thought | knew about
Sipaiswrong.

Sipaisagovernment orga-
nization, neither more nor less
powerful than any other —and is
subject to the samekind of politi-
cal buffeting that any government
body in Thailand encounters.

Sipa, asits nameindicates,
is charged with improving the
software businessin Phuket. No,
Phuket doesn’'t have very many
companies that develop and sell

Authorized Reseller

See what Sipa
can do for you

e oW il T irnkea

Sipaoffers‘IT Knowledge
Worker Certification’ that
will help qualified software
folks get Tha visas and
work permits.
you can apply online...

Best of all,

software, but Sipais trying val-
iantly to change that.

At the sametime, Sipaaso
promotes companiesthat use spe-
cialized software to create cus-
tom solutions, including groups
that work with variousWeb tools
and Internet “middleware” lan-
guages (such as JavalJ2EE), and
with animation software. Sipa’s
mission also encompasses edu-
cation—building apool of taented
software people on Phuket with
awide array of software experi-
ence: programming, design, ani-
mation, serviceand thelike.

If that soundslike atall or-
der, well, you haven't heard the
half of it yet.

Sipahas been charged with
developing an all-encompassing
Web-based government portal.
Dubbed One Stop Service, the
idea is straightforward: create
one website where any Phuket
resident can go to interact with
any branch of the government.
That includes services as mun-
dane as paying a phone bill. But
it also includes complicated ser-
vices, such as, oh, changing the
tabien baan (house registration
document).

| haveworked on somebig,
tough projectsin my day, but this
One Stop Service takes the bis-
cuit. It's huge.

Sipa has deep roots in the
academic world —in fact, one of
the major challengesfacing Sipa
in Phuket is halting the brain
drain, inwhich recent, local com-
puter science graduates move to
Bangkok to get jobs. Bringing
more software work to Phuket
helps to keep local talent local.
Everybody wins.

Of course, Phuket needs
better, faster, and

dents are capable of extraordi-
nary work and this CD will knock
your socks off, guaranteed —and
many of the students who put it
together areavailabletowork on
your project, right now.

Second, if you are applying
for awork permit and you have
a background in software, Sipa
can help. Thereisanew program
called “ICT Knowledge

Worker’s Certifica

more  reliable . tion”, administered
Internet access. Its mission also by Sipa, that estab-
Sipaiswell aware encompasses lishesyour creden-
of that fact, and education - tials as an experi-

has been working
hard to make
things better. But it
does not have a
magic bullet — or,
more to the point,
a bandwidth bud-

building a pool of
talented software
people on
Phuket

enced software
professional. Certi-
ficationisavailable
in 12 categories:
Programmer,
CAD/CAM, IT
QA, IT Security,

get.

So if Sipa cannot build us
bigger data pipes, what can they
do to help you and me? Quite a
bit, it turnsout.

First, if you have ever
dreamed of putting together a3D
walk-through of a development
project or an existing home, you
must take alook at Dr Rattana’'s
“Sipa Phuket 3D Animation
Academy” CD, which includes
walk-throughs of several Phuket
buildings. Sipa's animation stu-

Database, Data
Comm, Multimedia, Application
Software, Systems Analyst/De-
signer, System Manager, Project
Manager and CIO.

While receiving an ICT
Knowledge Worker’s Certificate
will not necessarily guaranteeyou
avisaor work permit, itwill goa
long way toward proving that you
are worthy. I've heard that the
certificate will soon be required
for all work permit applicantsin
the software arena. At the very

least, having a certificate won't
hurt.

The best news is that you
can apply for an ICT Knowledge
Worker’s Certificate online, by
simply going to www.sipa.or.th/
knowledgeworker/apply.php

You will need arecent pho-
tograph, an address in Thailand,
your passport information, details
of your experience and educa-
tion, and contact information for
your employer in Thailand. The
whole process should take less
than five minutes.

Third, if you work in the
computer industry, and you have
ever thought of starting a busi-
ness here in Phuket, Sipa can
help.

| know that many foreign
techies on the island prefer to
remain anonymous. Some even
put up with paying exorbitant in-
come taxes in their home coun-
tries. If you livein Thailand and
make a living off the Internet,
there are some big advantagesto
setting up a company here. For
information, drop by the Sipaof-
fice in Saphan Hin, or shoot an
email to phuket@sipa.or.th

Phuket has come a long
way, and Sipaisgoing to help us
go further.

— Woody Leonhard
woody@khunwoody.com
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An interesting year anhea

he biggest story for the

world economy and fi-

nancial markets to ap-

pear so far in 2006 has
been interest rate levels.

The US Federal Reserve
will make a decision on interest
rates at the end of January. This
will bethelast for current “Fed”
Chairman Alan Greenspan, who
isdueto retire.

It isamost certain that in-
terest rates will be raised from
4%1t0 4.5%. The Fed has already
indicated that future moves will
be “data-dependant”. Until very
recently they were simply in-
creasing fates from an “accom-
modative” stance, but now that
rates have reached somewhere
approaching “neutra”, the policy
will naturally adjust. The Fed will
monitor economic indicators to
direct itsinterest rate policy.

Alan Greenspan hasaways
avoided afixed inflation ratetar-
get, and hasinstead relied on an
assessment of overall economic
activity.

His successor, Ben Ber-
nanke, who takes office on Feb-
ruary 1, appearsto have adiffer-
ent approach — he seems to fa-
vor aninflation target of 1%-2%.

Mr Bernanke, however, will
not enjoy the sameleve of influ-
encewith hisfellow board mem-
bers, at least initially. It is prob-
ably best to describe hissituation
asbeing “first among equals’.

The next meeting to set in-
terest rates, under Mr Bernanke's
chairmanship, will be held in
March.

Itislikely that interest rates
will again rise by ¥%, if only to
assure financial markets of the
new Fed chief’sinflation-fighting
credentials. However, this will
depend oninflationary pressures
and overall economic growth.

What seems
likely to happen,
when realization
finally appearsthat

terest rate front.
Certainly, the ma-
jor economies of
the Euro Zone are

the interest rate all reflecting weak
tightening cycle domestic consum-
has reached its er demand.
peak, is a strong In the UK,
possibility of US both government
dollar weakness. and Bank of En-
The attraction of gland assessments
the US dollar at of economic
present isthe real- ' growth have been
ity of risinginterest By Richard Watson  widely optimistic.
rates, and when The govern-
this changes to a . ment hasbeen for-
flat or even nega- Slow economic | cedto trim itses
tiveoutl ook, specu- i timates, much to
lation will tend to growth in the UK thepolitica embar-
move money to weakens rassment of Chan-
other currencies. cellor of the Ex-
The US cur- Chancellor , chequer Gordon
rent account defi- | G0rdon Brown’s | grown. Heisalso
cit will, again, be- position as the expected suc-
cometheforemost cessor to current
issue. successor to PM Prime Minister
The US cor- Tony Blair Tony Blair, even
porate sector gen- though Mr Blair

erally is showing

very healthy balance sheets —
with a great deal of cash. Some
of thismoney isvirtually certain
to fuel mergers and acquisitions
(M&A), and this promises to be
a very active year in the M&A
arena.

Germany, and some of her
neighbors, may be seeing the be-
ginnings of an economic recov-
ery. Itisunlikely to be dramatic,
but perhaps economic growth
could reach 1.5%-2% during
2006. The European Central
Bank (ECB) increased interest
rates by a quarter of a percent-
agepoint inlate 2005 from 2%to
2.5%, and futures marketsreflect
the belief that by mid-2006 rates
will have risen to 2.75%. The
ECB had been widely criticized
for moving too quickly onthein-
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may not want to

move until 2008.
Slow economic growth in
the UK weakens Mr Brown’'s
political position. Despite hishav-

ing being forced to reduce his
assessment of UK economic
growth, most economistsfedl that
reality will produce afurther of-
ficial downgrade.

This may well force the
Bank of England to reduce inter-
est rates again to 4.25% from
their current 4.5%, although this
is not expected to happen until
May.
Already current markets
are reflecting a wariness about
UK interest rates, and the Pound
Sterling has been weaker against
the US dollar, euro and yen. The
biggest recent | oser, however, has
been the New Zealand dollar; in
that country, despiteinterest rates
of 7.25%, doubts are being cast
about the general economic situ-
ation.

In Japan arising economic
outlook forecasts a change in
strategy by the central bank, the
Bank of Japan. There are cur-
rently differences of opinion be-
tween politicians and the central
bank. It appears that the first
move by the Bank of Japan will
not be on interest rates but will
be a gradual tightening of its
present “quantitative easing”

policy. In other words, it will start
to reduce the amount of liquidity
available to the economy.

The Japanese government,
no doubt in an attempt to appease
the hawkish elementsinthe Bank
of Japan, has already committed
itself to reducing expenditure to
its lowest level in eight yearsin
2006.

Thepoliticiansareterrified
that any radical moves by the
Bank of Japan could derail the
current economic recovery.

The Japanese economy has
spent almost 15 yearsin an eco-
nomic hospital; itisunlikely to be
running any marathons in 2006,
but perhapsit can beginto jog by
the end of this year.

The key to a healthy Japa-
nese economy lies with the do-
mestic sector, as it accounts for
around 8.5% of overall economic
activity.

Richard Watson runs Global
Portfolios Co Ltd, a Phuket-
based financial planning ser-
vice. He can be reached at Tel:
and Fax: 076-381997, Mobile
01-0814611. Email: imm@
|loxinfo.co.th
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Runnersraisemoney for
damaged schools

By Anongnat Sartpisut

PHUKET: Some 700 runners
saw in the new year by taking
partinthe 10.5-kilometer “ Anda-
man Mini Marathon” on Decem-
ber 31 to raise money for six tsu-
nami damaged schools, three in
Phuket and three in Phang Nga.

Therace started at Tah Chat
Chai School at midnight, therun-
ners crossing over the Sarasin
Bridge to Phang Nga beneath a
fireworksdisplay. Theturnaround
point was Wat Pahtahnoon in
Phang Nga, the runners return-
ing to Phuket to finish at Tah Chat
Chai School by crossing back over
the Thao Thepkrasattri-Thao
Srisoonthorn Bridge.

The event raised around
100,000 baht for the six schools
from the 700 entry fees of 149
baht each.

Promchote Traivate, head
of the Phuket Office of Sports
and Recreation Development,
said the event was a healthy way
to start off the New Year.

There was, however, some
discontent among the event or-
ganizers, journalists from Thai-
language daily papers Thai Rath
and Sam Sports.

They were less than im-
pressed at having been charged
20,000 baht by Tah Chat Chai
School to pay for the chicken
khao tom prepared by the school
and fed to the runners. They also
said that the race raised less
money than they had hoped for.
Men’s Results: Under 19
years. Olan Ledlaslapasat (Phu-
ket); 19-29 yrs. Suwat Paiboon
(Phuket); 30-39 yrs. Nattapohon
Ariyo (Phang Nga); 40-49 yrs:
Somtorn Chierponpichai (Surat
Thani); 50-59 yrs: Suriya Na
Bangchang (Phuket); 60+ yrs:
Rungsan Rakbumroong (Phuket).
Women’s results: Under 19
years. Karuna Nadra (Phuket); 19-
29 yrs Jrawan Kwanchua (Phu-
ket); 30-39 yrs Pitsara Tientawat
(Krabi); 40-49 yrs. Saibua Nil-
sang (Phuket); 50+ years: At-
chara Pholsiri (Phang Nga).

New dartsleague under way

PATONG: The new Patong
Darts L eague season, which will
run until May 23, started well on
December 27 with alot of close
matches.

The only new venue this
season is The Boss Bar, whichis
on Nanai Rd opposite the access
road to Banzaan market.

December 27 results: Queen
Mary* 6 Coyote 3; Dog’'s
Bollocks* 4 Two Black Sheep 5;

Amigos* 3 Shakers 6; Vahalla*
6 The Boss Bar 3; Piccadilly 4
Didi’s* 5; Offshore v Winches-
ter N/A.

(*Winners of beer leg; N/A:
Result not available)

January 10 matchups: Queen
Mary v Two Black Sheep; Dog's
Bollocksv TheBossBar; Amigos
v Winchester; Vahalav Didi’s;
Piccadilly v Shakers; Offshorev
Coyote. (Hometeamslisted first)

108/74 Chalermprakiat Rd,
T. Rassada, Phuket, 83000,

s e
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Building & Construction
Chemicals Since 1994

- Waterproaling

4 Btruciural repairs

4 Goncrate floor repairs & treatmant
4 Kl lind of sealants

« Wapeur & radiant barrlers

4 Resin coalings

4 Poal tile repairs

« Bitumen & palymer membranes & Bnings

4 High-pressure foam injection

4 Sakes, congulting and applicabon

4 Expenence, kmow-how & el babi |y
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4 Materials made by Fosroc, Sika, Comix
Lanka, Drizono and Henkel

T0r31 Pattana Thongthin Rd., Soi Muangthong Ushit 1, Phakes, 83000
Tel: 076 242 025, o1-387 1567 Fae: 076 321 680

E-mail: thaidieni@td-building.com, thaidieni@hotmadd com
wowrw bo-buliding.com, wewe phulstisiand. infoithal-dian

Joy for Japan, disappointment for second-placed Thailand.

Japan’s beach volleyball
girls rise to the challenge

PHUKET: Japan defeated
Thailand 2-0 in the Phuket
Thailand Fédération Inter-
nationale de Volleyball (FIVB)
Beach Volleyball Challenge
2005, held from December 28
to 30.

Southeast Asian Games
gold medalists Jarunee Sannok
and Kamoltip Kulna, compris-
ing one of Thailand’s three
teams, entered the finals after
beating Bulgaria s Yanchulova
sisters 2-0 in the semi-finals.
Petia Yanchulova and Lina
Yanchulova, a #16intheworld,
werethe highest-ranking play-
ers who came to compete in
Phu-Kket.

K. Jarunee and K. Kam-
oltip went on to meet Japan’s
Shinako Tanaka and Eiko

Is plan

CALL DUE SHOMWROOMS TODAY

FHILEKE
TElz (-7
)

1 U ey
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Koizumi inthefinas. Thefirst set
closed in Japan’s favor, with a
score of 16-21. In the second set,
Japan beat the Thai duo 21-17.
Thailand achieved second
placeoverall, and Bulgaria'sPetia
and Tzvetelina Yanchul ova beat

Come

Thailand’s Yupa Phokongploy
and Usa Tenpaksee to gain
third place.

The top three teamswon
trophies and US$7,200,
US$5,800 and US$4,600 re-
spectively.

HOME

to your GYM

L

and exercise

al your own

CONVENIENCE

suppily

www.searaspor ts.com




January 7 - 13, 2006

SPORTS

PHUKET GAZETTE 29

BLOWN AWAY

By Chris Husted

ANDAMAN COAST: On De-
cember 26, Marco Reinard, from
Luxembourg, headed off to see
Thailand’s Andaman Coast in a
manner unlike others before him
— he set off from near the Thai-
Burmese border in Ranong and
will windsurf some 600 kilome-
ters to the Thai-Malaysian bor-
der in Satun Province.

His journey, which Marco
expects will take about three
weeks, isbeing madeto highlight
theplight of thevillagesalongthe
Andaman coast that are still suf-
fering from the tsunami.

“Although the devastation
was most severe in the region
north of Phuket, peoplealong the
entire western coast of Thailand
were affected.

“This included many Thai
and SeaGypsy coastd fishing vil-
lages, in addition to the resort ar-
eas that received so much pub-
licity,” hesaid.

“The survivors from the
coastal fishing villages still need
assistance, especialy in the area
north of Phuket. There were so

Marco Remard inspects the wnndsurf board that will carry him some
600 kilometers, from Thailand’s border with Burma in Ranong
Province to her border with Malaysia in Satun Province.

many of them that lost their
homes, their boats and all their
possessions, in addition to family
members and neighbors.

“Many of the smaller relief
organizations that are doing so
much good, working indirect con-
tact with the people, still depend
on direct sources of funding.
They havewebsitesthat regularly
report their progress online and
they give an accounting of their
expenditure,” he added.

Marcowill put ashoreat the
end of each day, though he might
land alittle before sunset after his
first day’s adventure.

“Thewind hasbeenlightand

Latviawins 36" King's Cup Football Tournament

PHUKET CITY: Teams from
Thailand, Latvia, North Korea
and Oman competed in the 36"
King'sCup International Football
Tournament, held from Decem-
ber 24-30 at Surakul Stadium.
Latvia went head-to-head
against the Democratic Republic
of Koreain the final on Decem-
ber 30, beating North Korea 2-1.
Girts Karlsons scored for

Latviainthe 38th minute, and two
minutes later, his team-mate
AndrejsProhorenkovs put the ball
in the back of the net again.
Despite Hong Yong Jo
scoring for North Korea in the
second half, at the final whistle
thescorewas 2-1totheLatvians.
The Cup was presented to
the winners by Privy Councilor,
General Pichit Kullawanich.
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dropped to nothing just as| found
myself between two islands,” he
told the Gazette. “| folded my sail
and started to paddle toward land.
The current was running against
me as soon as the sun started to
set.

“l pointed toward a green
light inthe distance, which turned
out to be a fisherman. | had no
choice then to follow that only
light in the distance, which |
reached after about a four-hour
paddle.

“1 was happy to hold onto
the side of hislongtail boat. The
friendly fisherman cooked me a
nice meal and allowed me to
spend the night,” he said.

Atthetimeof goingto press
Marco had reached Koh Kor Tao
off Phang Nga Province, and he
expected to passthe Phuket coast
by January 4.

CASA DEL SOL

Mr. Fenek
Managing Director
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Find more Property Classifieds at
www.phuketgazette.net’

Rak Mak /! Awards

This week's lucky numbers:

nK 8778

(]
AENA

27 2032

MW

Gray Toyota Fortuna

Blue Honda Phantam

Gray Honda City

nA 7256

oin

o 4738

QLin

5H 0264

MIILNNS

Gold Honda City

Gold Toyota

White Toyota

The first three of these vehicles® owners to contact us can choose from the following
three prizes: a Fusion Thai Set Dinner for two at Baan Yin Dee Boutique Resort
Phuket; or a one-hour refreshing spa for one at The Aspara Spa, at the
Holiday Inn Resort Phuket; or a souvenir from Land Rover.

Please contact the Gazeifte |:||.|-|r.'.lch1.|I to ensure you get the prize you want.

First come, first served!

Email: LovePhuketiPhuketGazette.Net, or call K. Pam at Tel: 076-236 555,

Offers expire January 17, 2006.

Love Phuket? Put this sticker on your vehicle:

“We Love Phuket

Tha P e

Seraing e misnd wnce TEG

Ty by, | oy

L o LR

If we spot it, you could win a dinner for two (Thai BBQ Buffet and Cabaret Show) on a
Saturday night only, at Baan Yin Dee Boutique Resort Phuke; or one year's free homae
delivery of the Phukef Gazeffe; or souvenirs from Desjoyaux Co Lid.

Desloy.
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Home of the ek

AN IMMACULATE TOWNHOME

e and quiet is what

ou first notice when
walking the spacious
grounds of this magnifi-

cent townhouse—except, maybe,
for the distant aggravated call of
agolfer who has just had an ap-
palling tee off the 8" box. With a
home overlooking the fairway

Picture your perfect day...

and with views of the water haz-
ards, owners can be assured of
cool breezesall day long, flowing
into each room of the property.

Thismagnificent homeisa
rare find.

Laguna home resales are
indeed scarce, as owners typi-
cally buy such properties for

Baan Paradise
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lifestyle or asasolid investment,
given that short-term and long-
term rentals are in very high de-
mand.

The present owners have
kept thishomeinimmacul ate con-
dition, with attention to detail paid
totheinternal finishingsand fur-
niture that is well-suited to the

MH. CURTAIN
’turfﬂlnl

L Minna...

—ﬂ_"'“"'-‘—...
—

style and character of the prop-
erty.

Consisting of three bed-
rooms, this home has atotal liv-
ing area of 205 square meters —
and amassive areafor dining and
entertaining downstairs.

Themodernkitchenisfully
equipped with Western appliances
carefully selected by the present
owners who combine taste with
practicality. The sturdy wooden
internal staircaseistypical of the
solid structure of the entire
townhouse, as you would expect
from developer Laguna.

Upstairs, each bedroom is
spacious and allows for lots of
natural light. Themaster bedroom
hasawalk-inwardrobe and sepa-
rate en-suite bathroom with “his
and hers’ wash basins, a glass-
enclosed shower, a bath and toi-
let.

Theoutdoor deck offersone
of the best views of the golf
course. This 450-sgm plot in-
cludes a pool, sala and garden.
The present owners have maxi-
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Hardstand for lifting boals for pressure washing, stacking and sepdcing. The oaly Mardna In Thalland and

orne :

ol only 2 marnnas in Asia 1o win the [ (RN

“Five: Gold anchaor Award®,

mized this space with colorful
landscaping and good use of out-
door entertainment areas. The
sdlaisidea for relaxing in and
perfect for watching dusk fall
across the fairways of Laguna
Golf Course.

Secure car parking for two
vehiclesisprovided, aswell asa
maid’'s quarters at the entrance
to the property.

The 25sgm swimming pool
is integral to the property, asis
the pool terrace area which is
perfect for afresco dining, bar-
becues or early-evening cocktails.

And living next to Phuket’s
most popular golf course, you can
be assured that the lawns will be
kept in manicured condition at all
times.

Price, whichincludesdl fur-
niture, on application.

For further information contact
Stephen O’Brien of Knight
Frank at Tel: 01-8255126 or
send an Email to: stephen@
knightfrankthailand.com

A
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ROYWAL PHUKET MARIMA
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by Anongnat Sartpi sut

PATONG: This 18-rai property,
onaKalim Bay hillsidetwokilo-
meters north of Patong Beach,
represents a total investment of
800 million baht. The concept of
Villa Santi is of a holiday home
with the services of a top-flight
hotel, including among itsfacili-
ties tennis courts and a restau-
rant.

Bart Duykers, VillaSanti’'s
Executive Director, told the Ga-
Zette that he has been managing
hotels for 20 years since gradu-
ating with adegreein hotel man-
agement. “What | want to dowith
Villa Santi is to create a resort
community that functions like a
five-star resort,” he said. “It will
be a small, upscale estate.”

Construction beganin Sep-
tember 2003 and will be com-
pleted by September this year.

Fifty-one of the 56 residen-
tial units—availablein four types,
all enjoying total privacy and an
uninterrupted sea view — have
aready been sold.

SpaVillas: 20 units of 216
square meters to 320sgm. The
floor plan features three con-
nected pavilions in a private
courtyard setting, with an outdoor
garden and plunge pool facing the
ocean. Pricesrange from 12 mil-
lion baht to 23 million baht.

Residences: six units of
570sgm to 700sgm on two lev-
els. Thedesignincludes spacious
living areas, a separate dining
room and kitchen, two master
bedrooms, two guest bedrooms,
a family terrace, a maid’s room
and laundry room, a36sgm infin-
ity-edge swimming pool on a
large deck and a private garage.
Priced from 25 million baht to 30
million baht.

Apartment Suites: 19
unitsin three styles — atwo-bed-
room unit of 178sgm; a three-
bedroom unit with 206sgm or
215sgm; and afour-bedroom unit
of 370sgm. The two-bedroom
units are split level and just 50
meters from the ocean. Prices
range from 10 million baht to 30
million baht.

Gaya Sudios: 11 units of
one-bedroom apartments with
89sgm to 160sgm of living area,

The projected completion date is September thls year.

Villa Santi, north of Patong

plus an outdoor whirlpool bath
and variousoptionsfor additional
water features and swimming
pools. Priced from 8 million baht
to 14 million baht.

The hotel comprises an ad-
ditional 24 unitson the estate.

Mr Duykers said, “ Thevil-
las are traditionally tropical in
design; you'll find atypical Asian
roof, alot of wood and acontem-
porary interior. The apartments,
hotel and restaurant are definitely
‘ Asian contemporary’.”

In addition to the Phuket
Provincial Water Supply, there
will also be a reserve rainwater
tank. All electrical wiring and
water piping will beunderground.
The estate will have acomputer-
ized power management system
and its own 16,000Kw trans-
former.

Because of itshillsideloca-
tion, Mr Duykers said that the
project combines solid founda-
tionswith anumber of extremely
strong retaining walls. “Thereis
no reason for alandslide if you
manage your water system well.
You need to have alot of drain-
age so water coming down the
slope can drain properly.”

Facilities and services at
Villa Santi will include a swim-
ming pool; gym; Gaya Restau-
rant, Bar and Cantinetta; Ylang

Spa; alibrary offering complimen-
tary DVD and music CD rent-
as;, a Day Care Center for chil-
dren; and yacht chartering.

“We haveinvested one mil-
lion Euros[about 50 million baht]
in Gayaalone,” he said.

“We target people who are
looking to buy an investment
home which is used as a holiday
home, and when it isnot used, the
ownersrent it out. Our buyersare
mainly American and Austra-
lian.”

There are also plansto add
“Tree-Top Suites” comprising
eight single-bedroom apartments
of 125sgm each.

Villa Santi’s architects are
Alfred Wong Partnership PteLtd,
Singapore, and Design by Design,
Phuket. Theinterior designishby
TID Associates, Singapore. The
construction company is Power-
line Engineering, Bangkok &
Phuket. The branding consultant
is Creative Inhouse, Bangkok.
Themanagement company isthe
Santi-beyond hotels Co Ltd.

For more information, call Tel:
076-290324, 076-344847, 01-
3703666 or Fax: 076-344847.
Sales office: 328 Prabaraami
Rd, Patong, Kathu, Phuket
83150. Website: www.phuket-
villa-santi.com

I\.FI.I
'-

y Epu Lan Kara Be J-

The Heach HDI,J|P'u"I.rd A srmart r‘ncrue in Paradise

T Enwting Fl-x iYen 3re design

Y Wi W ||I
[ L LT

nutenl

are |4 Bsdvoorm gl B Datfeoure.

i heaters

razipt all come by e mih
T AN IUELITON SITE i High-guai iy moee nas aaee

Mnblle +66 (0}1 892 ?406

=3 g mee than 1o

ol jast 3N erg Trom e Cleh Mer
A 1§ J §SOT dn TOE P LTy

a

£

On Mew Kata Bypass Road

ed

1Tuat

= THE

ically Far sale o
-.l| gch area. The

facilities.

1;1'

: me_#.ﬁm THB

Allamanda Condominiums

1 J I."'l. I.l".
F._l'._ ¥ .1I'|,‘ ‘_.J"'J - 'Irl ""'-.1
-ﬂ:-‘*.-__ ] ‘-.. " e ;
i A T : :

."F e :
n il iy

T k== L—-‘T_’“_

|.| H

— e T m——
Cm—
_—.'—I.-
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Freehold title available to foreigners

Complimentary regular golf club membership

ol Corual Wilape
:|| P 32 M Foc 6 D) TG 324 OB%
E-mail: '.-'ll|||.-'|-.i:l.:_.'-.r'.|||ll.||u.-|.|-'t"-
. lagunapropemy.com

LaGuUnea

FRISFIRTYT

N'—!I H=u i hutu:t

Tel: H-i ﬁ??‘ﬂ'”h 09-647.

Frail: dwrtmantb_rillav@yoboo.com s derimmenih- ||I'|-. hirukel.com

Privacy
Location
u'nn. vify

HOME
DESIGN

M

B0 Vbl soaphaer ogd Mhang.
Pt EXNN. (Meat j Telia ihomicaa|
Tel EE (I TB 5 ES2

B 0001 66 Tl
Fax: BE (0 TE 224 B3
[-mw: remeaingyiateine my
v ORI O

Each unit comprises |

www.phuket-goldenplace.

A :EEr',i da\r rs a hnlid.w at The Beach Pool Villa.

B urety o dwmsha seo- mors borse on PR i
ul bl Dby ST "rrﬂl Kaia Basch. Fesi e

lll'-lrn' i L
l-ll. 1
i -Mrﬂ

j.l'ﬂh!
o bl i Faca
L] 'r"lulllll!.

-ur;hul h
I-ll SAwi AdaE LR
Tp b il Tkt
Ill1 rll‘ Por haaid. &
Sl el maer buan
|Ilnir-|l:|l: 0w ot e s o e
. ars i) T e and <an b virweed han
P oo fioor. To

e /7 BOOLVILLA

¥ bedrooms, 5 bathrooms, veng room, reception reom, dineng rn:nTr.. i
kitchen, maid’s room, storage room, 2 parking spaces with storage

e

4 % 10m swimming paod incledes pump room

Or
o i




32 PHUKET GAZETTE

PHUKET PROPERTY

January 7 - 13, 2006

wth Boomn Bert

ow often do we over

look the obvious? How

many times have you

gone shopping in Phu-
ket City, or even to Bangkok for
an essentia purchase, then dis-
covered that you could have
found exactly what you wanted
down the road? Maybe it’s just
me.

I’ve even found myself de-
cidingtotake holidaysoutsidemy
adopted home country of Thai-
land, and spending aweek or two
elsewhere. Theresultisthat I'm
always rather glad to be home.
There are the odd frustrations
here, but look at what we get in
return. Sometimes that’s over-
looked.

| know | don’'t have much
to say about anything serious, but
| do feel that I, like many others,
take alot of what we enjoy here
on Phuket for granted; we over-
look thingsthat new visitorsgawp
at.

Caseinpoint: | wascoming
homefairly late from an evening
of imbibing, and as | was walk-
ing up my driveway, | happened
to look up into the sky before |
turned on thelight.

It was like a scene from a
hackneyed’ 30s black-and-white
film — the sort of thing they put
up at the end of the film with the

N

chH T THAILAMLY |8
AFTENT

words “The End” emblazoned
across the middle, in case you
weren't sure.

The coconut palm next door
looked as it had never before.
Before, | had walked past this
particular tree daily without giv-
ing it a second thought. It was
stunning. Even in my somewhat
inebriated state, | went into the
house and fetched my camera.

Giventhelimitationsof my
point-and-press camera, | had no
idea how the pictures would
come out, but come out they did.
The photograph hereisn’t exactly
the typical result of alads' night
out. The other, somewhat brighter
picture is exactly the same tree

Stating
the

bleedin’ p.g
obvious &

the following morning, after I'd
sobered up.

Everyonereadingthisispre-
sumably either a current or past
visitor to Phuket, or is resident
here now. Everywhereyou go on
the island, there is one common
feature, something so common
that sometimes we don’'t seeit —
the palm tree. If you were asked
to name something which repre-
sents the idand, this could well
be it. Somehow, we seem to ig-
norethem though —therearejust
SO many.

Therearecertainly plenty of
varieties — from the inevitable
coconut palms which gracefully
arch over our numerous beaches,

ph: (66) (0) 1893 6602
g: sales@LavanGardens. com
w: www. LayanGardens.com
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to the majestic Royal Palm,
which prevailsalongsidetheroads
of Phuket.

The coconut palm shouldn’t
be thought of as just another
beach bum, though. Thesethings
will grow wherever you tell them
toonthisidland. If youfind aco-
conut lying around that has a
green shoot poking out of it, stick
it in the ground with the shoot
pointing up, water it and wait a
few weeks. A coconut tree will
rise up before your eyes. That's
it. Can gardening get any easier
than that?

TheRoyal Palmisalso one
of the easier pams to grow, ei-
ther in the ground or in pots. If
you do decide on the potted ver-
sion, make sure that it's the big-
gest pot you can possibly find. |
once had apalm that | had to re-
pot three times, due to the num-
ber of pots that were destroyed
by thetree, bursting the pot from
theinside.

The last pot was so big it
had to be ordered from Bangkok,
and took three peopleto put itin

place. Severa strong lads were
required tolift thetreeitself from
itsshattered former home, intoits
new spot. It actually took acrane
to transfer it to its final home, as
| gave up on the pot idea and
went for terrafirma. 1t'sstill there
to thisday.

There are dozens of other
pam species that thrive here. A
favoritewiththe older generation
of Thaisisthebetel nut palm, the
fruit of which has a mildly nar-
cotic effect. If you've ever seen
an older Thai lady with a huge,
red-toothed grin, this could well
be the reason. Nowadays, betel-
nut chewing isn't aspopular asit
used to be, but thetreeis still of-
ten planted because it grows so
quickly.

Many ownersof larger gar-
densfavor the oil palm, whichis
growncommercialy in hugeplan-
tationsfor theoil that comesfrom
itsfruit. Thistreeismassive, and
not exactly theideal candidatefor
the average balcony. A more sulit-
able addition to a small terrace
or similar spot would be the
Golden Cane Pam.

Thisis the one that is usu-
ally seen in pots, two to three
meterstall, multi-tufted in appear-
ance with yellow-green leaves.
It's an ideal big tree for a less-
than-motivated gardener, as it's
very forgiving and requireslittle
work, just alittlewater every now
and then.

Palmsare pretty obviouson
the island, but we do seem to
overlook them.

They're not the most diffi-
cult things in the world to culti-
vate —let’sjust hope that not ev-
eryone needs to be in a drunken
haze to appreciate them.

“We find your home
in Paradise”

@ 07 8818955

www.phuketparadisehomes.com
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Ananya Hongsa- ngi am

Sphinx- and elephant-style burners, both available from Choke Kong Kum Earthenware.

Burning the aromatic midnight oil

tiscommon knowledge that

aerosol air fresheners are

not always environmentally

friendly and that their fra-
granceisnot very long-lived. But
not everyonelikesincense sticks
or cones because they give off
smoke and leave atrail of ash to
clean up.

Nowadays heating “ essen-
tial” oilsisapopular way to per-
fume aroom. The trick isto put
somewater with just afew drops
of scented ail in the bowl above
the tea candle and never let the
water completely evaporate.

Katawaa store offers sev-
eral kinds of incense oil burners,

most of which are ceramic. The
largest one, with awooden base,
costs 990 baht. The medium-
sized burner costs 790 baht and
thesmall-sized one, priced at 690
baht, features atea-candle hol der
with a handle to make it easy to
insert below the bowl.
Conveniently, thestorea so
sellsavariety of essential oilsfor
120 baht to 390 baht each. The
tea candles come in packs of 10
for 50 baht and packs of 50 for
240 baht.
Choke Kong Kum Earthen-
ware sells ceramic, earthenware
and cement incense oil burners
in the shapes of elephants, pha-

raohs, pyramids and mosques. It
also offers hanging incense oil
burners. Prices range from 250
baht to 350 baht.

Katawaa is located on the 2™
floor of the Sea Breeze Zone at
Central Festival Phuket. For
more information, contact
Krongkarn Chaikit at Tel: 01-
8485224 or visit the website
www. katawaa.com

Choke Kong Kum Earthenware
is located on Tilok-Uthit 2 Rd,
T. Talad Yai, A. Muang, Phuket.
For more information, contact
Thanyanan Chaiyasuk at Tel:
06-6483585.
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Ananya Hongsa- ngi am

Sphinx- and elephant-style burners, both available from Choke Kong Kum Earthenware.

Burning the aromatic midnight oil

tiscommon knowledge that

aerosol air fresheners are

not always environmentally

friendly and that their fra-
granceisnot very long-lived. But
not everyonelikesincense sticks
or cones because they give off
smoke and leave atrail of ash to
clean up.

Nowadays heating “ essen-
tial” oilsisapopular way to per-
fume aroom. The trick isto put
somewater with just afew drops
of scented ail in the bowl above
the tea candle and never let the
water completely evaporate.

Katawaa store offers sev-
eral kinds of incense oil burners,

most of which are ceramic. The
largest one, with awooden base,
costs 990 baht. The medium-
sized burner costs 790 baht and
thesmall-sized one, priced at 690
baht, features atea-candle hol der
with a handle to make it easy to
insert below the bowl.
Conveniently, thestorea so
sellsavariety of essential oilsfor
120 baht to 390 baht each. The
tea candles come in packs of 10
for 50 baht and packs of 50 for
240 baht.
Choke Kong Kum Earthen-
ware sells ceramic, earthenware
and cement incense oil burners
in the shapes of elephants, pha-

raohs, pyramids and mosques. It
also offers hanging incense oil
burners. Prices range from 250
baht to 350 baht.

Katawaa is located on the 2™
floor of the Sea Breeze Zone at
Central Festival Phuket. For
more information, contact
Krongkarn Chaikit at Tel: 01-
8485224 or visit the website
www. katawaa.com

Choke Kong Kum Earthenware
is located on Tilok-Uthit 2 Rd,
T. Talad Yai, A. Muang, Phuket.
For more information, contact
Thanyanan Chaiyasuk at Tel:
06-6483585.
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: KATA
Loury Vils, Scde & Ree GARDENS

Tiripucal Litanad Livvag

areen Heritage (Haldings) Limited

salesikatamanda.com 09 a652 1951

i katsmanda.cam phuketsales@katagardens.com phuketsales@theheightsphuket com O1 B22 as570
] ww katagandens.com wwrw, thieharightsphuket.com 01 691 0059

Falm Villa
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- -
FHUKETE o

+ Srnall, gated comemunity with 39 hames
= Icdeal family hiowse: 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms
= T miins to international school

= 5 mins 1o Royal Phuket Marina

= 10 mins to &ission Hils Galf Course
= 15 mins 1o Swn Beach

From 1.79 million baht

All facing pool & gardens
Only 2 houses left.

5 (Eng) Fax: 076-292784 E-mail: sgoneco@yahoo.com / www.sgonedevelopments.com '-H
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Properties
For Sale

6-BEDROOM HOUSE

Owner is selling an exclu-
sive, top-quality 6-bedroom
house located near Phuket
FantaSea in Kamala, 1.5km
from the beach and next to
a beautiful, natural lake.
The house has all the facili-
ties you need — a European-
Thai kitchen, large living-
dining room with pantry-
bar; 2 bedrooms on the
ground floor and 4 bed-

Ultimate
_ bei?;:%}l"lfrﬂﬂ’[_ﬂ'?fim;

Resort Apartments

fram 12 million Baht

Tel: 076 396 146

www.residences. crowneplaza.com
S s

«> CROWNE PLAZA' RESIDENCES

KARON BEACH PHUKET

rooms on the 1%t floor with
en-suite bathroom; a large

attic, hot water supplied by
solar heating system, own
well and drinking water, etc.
Large, mature garden with
outdoor Jacuzzi. Chanote
title. The total land area:
1,180sgm. 90,000 baht
net rental income until Au-
gust 2006. Price: 18 million
baht. Please contact Franz
Brun in Chalong at Tel: 076-
282737,01-4761415 or
Email: forun@Ioxinfo.co.th

BEST SEA VIEW

200 square wah plot with
Nor Sor 3 Gor title. A really
good sea view and road;

70 RAI
AT KHAO SOK

Exquisite property with 300
meters of stream frontage,

limestone cliffs, old trees and
wildlife. Suitable for nature
spa resort or private estate.
Price: 35 million baht. Email:
mschadron@hotmail.com

building permitted. Nice

neighborhood with good
people, plus waterfall and
jungle. Price: 3.5 miilion
baht. For sale by owner. Se-
riously interested persons
only, please contact for info.
Tel: 01-8025420. Email:

thureewan@hotmail.com

PRIME BEACH FRONT
For sale, located near the end
of Karon Beach. This 7-rai plot
with Chanote title deed is
separated from the beach by
only the road. Ideal for hotel,
bungalow resort, condo-
minium or housing project. No
agents please. Please contact
Tel: 01-8942733 or Email:
jasminconsulting@gmx.net

KATA SEAVIEW
HOUSE

il
A large, 250sgm house
with a pool, 3 bedrooms, 3
bathrooms, a Western-
style teak kitchen, teak
doors and ceilings, on a quiet
hillside. Asking 10 million
baht or offers. Contact for
details. Tel: 09-5926890.
Email: north8 west98@
yahoo.com

BEACH
APARTMENTS

Spacious, modern, 2-bed-
room apartments, some
with a sea view, a 2-minute
walk to the beach, gardens,
pools, clubhouse, gym,
sauna. Prices start from 8.5
million baht. On-site sales
office. Tel: 06-2806624.
See our website at: www.
bangtaobeachgardens.com

NEW VILLA WITH POOL
Thai style, 395sgm. Superb,
quiet location with best view
atop a hill. One-rai plot over-
looking Loch Palm Golf Course
and Kathu Valley. Within min-
utes of major shopping cen-
ters, boat/yacht clubs and
hospitals, yet just 15 minutes
to the beach and 3km to inter-
national school. Asking 20
million baht. Please call Noi.
Tel: 07-2698492.

LARGE LUXURY HOUSE
Superbly-buitt family house for
sale in a nice location. For more
details and pictures, please
see our website at: www.
phukethouse.info

KATA LAND PLOTS
900m to the beach. Prices
from 1.3 million baht. Please
contact Tel: 01-0918908.
Email: katabeachestate@
hotmail.com

PHUKET GAZETTE

www.knightfrank phuket.com

hedroam aparimeants
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meEoner

"I'I'E-ﬂ'ﬁl'El'Bhl[l

- only ang aparimant par foor
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DIRECT FROM OWNER
Nice 2-story house, approxi-
mately 140sqgm, fully deco-
rated + 5 air conditioners.
Located in safe area in Kata.
Company and financing
available. Asking 4.5.million
baht (90,000 Euros). Please
contact for more details.
Tel: 01-7888280. Email:
mauram7 @hotmail.com

IN CHIANG RAI

Many properties! Please con-
tact for details about our prop-
erties. Tel: 04-1732757.
Email: ken@adventure1.com

Allaanda un-r.lurrliniuma- “freahald tithe
from Phuket's leading developer”
- latezt rakaase of &llamanda studic, one- and two-

araréeed refurn, backed by public-lsted

- darferrad payment erms, hodel managamen
- punchase includes Laguna Fhaukat goll

Kata Gardens
“gpectacular seaview aparimenis”
- 33 apanmants of ane. two ard s badrooms

- pullic-kated devaloper with excallen Irack recard
- Irepical landscaping, qualty wesbem applanceas

The Estate Beachfront
“intelligent imrestrment”

= spectacular 180 degree unobstrucied
- diract beach trantage (only 19 lots avalabka)

- firat-clags mfrasiruclure, ssoura gnd eile asiala
- professonal and exparEnced an sile propeity

35

Knight

Crowne F‘Iual Residences
“affordable beachside luxury™

- @l apariments hanve ocoean views, just 1 minuta
wak fa ke baach

managed by Crowne Plaza (Imercantinental

Holels Graup)

- resilents hiava Tl use and access o hobal

tacikhias

- BEAcoUE IMng aress and aubdoor barraces 10

caphura paa Dreezes

L'Orchides Residence "unrivalled quality

with outstanding viaws"
- mwary wika has never-io-be-buit-oul-seaviees,
ard privale pools
- walking dstance to tha beach
- ideal holiday wilks wilh shorl-lerm remtals and
managamast by Knight Frank

exdusive development with hreaﬂ'rlaklrlg WIS,

Eatﬁ.lr.Fanwa “luzury wllhln rem:h :

- baautiul 2 and 3 bedracm saa view
condominiums with axtra large terraces

- rasodt shyle taciies inclde restaurant, pool

Elaar naom

Bicda bar, BNass canine, Rauna, Jaouzn, and

- freahold unils slil avaiable

5 -1--¢1-||-;.h|rl.-r-l-rh 1 I||--I‘--||

KAMALA HOUSE

4 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms,
wooden floors, pool, 5 min-
utes to the beach. 8.25 million
baht. Tel: 09-2891659. Email:
7 1ster@ gmail.com For de-
tails, see our website: www.
phukethouseforsale.com

HOUSE FOR SALE

A 5-bedroom, 4-bathroom,
house with pool and quality
finishings, at Phuket Country
Club, with beautiful fairway
and lake views. Includes
membership. Asking 18 mil-
lion. Please contact for details.
Tel: 06-2772691.

- prices from 5.7 milian bahkt, Perthouse
available, 80% sold

A0
waraps ﬂuﬂnn |.hr| mikthailind.com

NICE POOL VILLAS
FOR SALE

In Kata, Nai Harn and
Rawvai. Priced from 6.8 mil-
lion baht. Please contact
Chokechai Property for
details. Tel: 04-8374429.
Email: chokechaiproperty@
yahoo.co.uk

e All classifieds
This fu mished housa offers ona of Z
ANDREW PARK Mgl s ot i in these pages are
L is localed within a private area on
Property m?lchlm Patong Hill and is absolutaly unigue
Hiouse &
Sale and Rentals Priced at only 14 million baht, this is & ‘
Over 10 years of sales greal horms [0 by, , \ ]
experience in Thailand 1
We can answer all your
questions. hat
Slame hatever's advertised b
whatever s aavertis enre
(Thai, English) This beautiful detached luwury villa ta i 2 i
: 91.5513}5'33 - well -:IrTs.-s;nE::l. and built for & -:.-Eﬁh'-_-m 15 S'El‘l'l}l.lﬁnl}" or sale.
German, En , Spanis iaste. It comes with a big pood, high- -
A e El‘ﬁﬁ |'_'||JE|I|‘[',' furmiture. 3 bedmoms & 2 [I'H-I'E“'E Clﬂﬁﬂﬂdﬁ = thE}r Wﬂrk[
il us at: e trepha@andrewpark.com halconies. At only 17.2 million baht you .
“nr::nltmwr mm will not find a batter home. Call mow! ~..because th ey re real.
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CB RICHARD ELLIS
Phuket Properties

wn cesign &
chural strln
¥ Oy d pleb evalokle; freshold

anfariginmend phaces
Balvl 30 - 45 Million

¥ Bacchlrani land in Ean Yoo
Phiersy Mga Pravines
* 19 rai ol alaveiled Neb el
hand title
¥ el for resart & vwillo progecis

Baht § Million / Rod

S b willa, 1,100 - 2 &00 sgm.
# 180 san vimws & privata baach
¥ Focireg the Fhong b
L)

Contact:

Oiffica: 074 236900-1 Mobile: 01-5492269
tonEphuket-rontine.com  www.phuket-frontine.corm

Investment in
Property & Land

e
LICean
Wreeze

RESORT APARTMEMNTS
AT LAYAN

FROMA 3.5 MILUCH BAMT

Tel : 076 271 535

wwe, oCeonbreszephiuketl.com

0.6 RAI NEAR
LAGUNA PHUKET

0.6 raiin a developing, quiet
residential area just 5 min-
utes from Laguna Phuket.
Chanote title. Asking 1.99
million baht, direct from
owner. No brokers. Please
contact. Tel: 04-0617943.
Email: rat_phuket@yahoo.
co.uk

Bankit 1608 = 26,1 Millicn

Prefessional Real Estatle
fdvice on Phuket Properties
Heliday Lettings
Proparty Managemeni
Rasaarch & Valualicn
Develapment

& Design Consulioncy

076 239 967
phuket@chre.com

RAWAI, 2-STORY
200sgm house with Chanote
title, brand new, close to a
temple, 450m from the beach.
Asking just 1.8 million baht.
Tel: 06-6865567. Email:
free_holdprop@yahoo.com

SEAVIEW APARTMENTS
New, deluxe, fully furnished
and air-conditioned 2-bedroom
apartments of 8bsqm or
96sgm. Location: Nanai Hill in
Patong, Soi Thamdee; 60-year
lease. Offers starting at 4.1
million baht (US$102,000).
Please contact K. Peter at Tel:
01-8928526 or visit the
website at: www.phuket-
besthomes.com

PATONG CONDOS

Condos with nice sea views,
28sgm and 56sgm, for sale.
Priced from 750,000 baht.
Near bank and post office.
Please contact for more info.
Tel: 09-4740227. Email:
chotip 5@hotmail.com

NEW HOUSE
IN PATONG

Brand-new, deluxe house
with a swimming pool on a
Patong hillside, Soi Ma-
neesi. 2 floors, modern
Thai-style architecture,
completely furished, ready
to live in. Ground floor: big
living room, Western-style
kitchen and dining room;
guest toilet. 2™ floor: big
master bedroom and bath
with Jacuzzi, 2 bedrooms
and a separate bathroom.
Each room has an air condi-
tioner and a balcony. Living
area: 200sqm; freehold land
150sgm. Price: 8.5 million
baht. (US$210,000). Please
contact K. Peter at Tel: O1-
8928526 or visit: www.
phuket-besthomes.com

KAMALA LAND
FOR SALE
Multi-use property close to
the beach and “Golden
Mile” main road. Tel: 01-
2716947 or Email:
surlamerO5@yahoo.com

LOCH PALM GOLF CLUB
Two-bedroom, furnished,
complete turnkey, with 2
phone lines, 5-star interior.
Priced to sell, returning to
US. Tel: 01-9390176 or
Email: beaver@tstf.net

RAWAI SHOPHOUSES

2 new, connected shop-
houses on Wiset Rd, in Rawai.
Ground floor: sales office,
staff room, kitchen, dining
room and toilet. 2" floor: mas-
ter bedroom with separate
bath and 2 separate bedrooms
with connecting bathroom. 3¢
floor: living room and en-suite
bedroom. Living area of
200sqgm; freehold land:
100sgm. Price 4.5 million
baht. (US$113.000). Please
contact K. Peter. Tel: 01-892-
8526. For more information,
please see our website: www.
phuket-besthomes.com

PRIME BEACH FRONT
AT A LOW PRICE

1* ol Lt
- =

27 rai of truly prime beach on
an island with hornbills and
unique natural habitat. Suit-
able for eco-friendly estate
or resort. Joint venture con-
sidered. Price: 42 million
baht. Email: mschadron@
hotmail.com

NEW HOUSES IN PATONG
3 new, connected, deluxe
houses on Patong hillside, Soi
Thamdee, for sale. Ground
floor: garage and separate 1-
room apartment with toilet. 2
floor: 2 bedrooms and bath-
rooms, balcony. 3 floor: living
room with balcony, built-in
kitchen and dining room, toilet.
4t floor: big roof garden with
a Jacuzzi. Usable area:
200sgm; freehold land:
100sgm. Price: 6.2 million
baht (US$155,000). Please
contact K. Peter for more in-
formation at Tel: 01-8928526
or visit our website at: wwwv.
phuket-besthomes.com

FOR SALE

New, furnished villa with 3
bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, a
lounge, dining room, air condi-
tioner, UBC, hot showers and
a tropical garden, in a fantas-
tic location in quiet private
estate, 2 minutes to sea, 5
minutes to Phuket City. Genu-
ine valuation 3.9 million baht.
For quick sale, asking 2.6 mil-
lion baht. No time wasters.
Please contact owner, Paul.
Tel: 06-2833227.

RAWAI CONDOS

with sea views. Area: 27, 54
and 81sqm. Prices start from
350,000 baht. Financing for 3
years available. Foreign free-
hold. Tel: 09-4740227. Email:
chotip 5@hotmail.com

PARICHART
LAND & HOUSE

- 3-bedroom house with
2 bathrooms

- 2airconditioners

- newly painted

- 1tdephoneline

- land areais200sgm
Asking2.35 million baht.

Tdl: 01-7974606, 01- 7874239.

THAI-BALI-STYLE
HOUSE

This one-story house in
Chalong is on a 280sgm
plot. The house comprises 3
bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, Eu-
ropean-style kitchen and
comes with 1 bed, 1 ward-
robe, 1 refrigerator and 1 air
conditioner. Master bed-
room area is 4mx4.5 m.
Price: 4.2 million baht. Tel:
06-2726508.

UNIQUE SEAVIEW LAND
High above Chalong, with pan-
oramic 180-degree views
over Chalong Bay, temple and
Phuket City. Ideally suited for
development of a single large
residence or a small project.
Approximately 3,300sgm,
Chanote title and Thai com-
pany. Asking 12.5 million
baht. Call for details. Tel: 06-
2740010, 01-9799825.

RAWAI SEA VIEW

Plot has water, access road,
electricity, perfect for house.
Asking 3.7 million baht. Please
call for more details. Tel: 09-
6525664

BEAUTIFUL
DETACHED HOUSE

10 minutes from Phuket
City, this fully furnished
house has 5 bedrooms, 3
bathrooms, family room,
spacious living room, West-
ern-style kitchen, Thai
kitchen, dining room. Over-
looking a golf course, it
comes with a swimming
pool and spa. Price: 27 mil-
lion baht. Tel: 06-2726508.

HOUSE FOR SALE
IN VILLA 5

Located at Chalong, Villa 5.
90sgm, fully furnished, 3
bedrooms and 1 bathroom.

For sale by owner. Asking
4.5 million baht. NO
AGENTS! Please contact
for info. Tel: 04-1868531
Email: s_oranut@hotmail.
com

VERY GOOD
INVESTMENT
New houses in Karon. Just
built, 2-story houses. Only
2 houses left. Asking 3.2
million baht and 3.5 million
baht. Please contact Kata
Beach Property Market for
more information. Tel: O1-
7888280, 01-5555142 (in
Thai) or Email: info@msa-

phuket.com

KATA SEAVIEW

Price: 6.5 million baht per rai.
Full sea view, near main road,
electricity available. Please call
for more information. Tel: 01-
5376866.

PERFECT PLOT

Almost 500 square meters in
Nai Harn. Asking 1.2 million
baht. Has access road, elec-
tricity. Please call for further
information. Tel: 01-5376866.

Agents for Classified Advertising

PHUKET

K.L. Mart
Patak Rd, Chalong

Sin & Lee

Taurus Travel

41 Minimart

Earth Language School
Phang Nga Rd, Phuket City

Thalang Rd, Phuket City

Aroonsom Plaza Rat-U-Thit 200 Pi Rd, Patong

Srisoontorn Rd, Cherng Talay

Tel: 076-280400/3
Fax: 076-280403

Tel: 076-232398/9
Fax: 076-232398

Tel: 076-258369
Fax: 076-211230

Tel: 076-344521/2
Fax: 076-344523

Tel/Fax: 076-324312
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Properties
For Rent

PATONG BLUE POINT

HAAN
AN
AR AN
==<E FOR
Patong Mo Poml
L2 ._.}Hl'-l-fril.'.r‘lil EEMT

A green oasis in Baan Suan
Kumnan, just outside lovely,
but hectic, central Patong.
Go for wine and dinner in
the party town, but sleep
relaxed in the green area. 1-
& 2-bedroom apartments
with air conditioning, UBC,
TV. Long-term rent only,
includes electricity. Please
call Edwvin for more informa-
tion. Tel: 06-7866350.

UNCLE CHAI

Phuket Private Home, a spe-
cial style for the discriminating
renter. 1 bedroom. Long lease
preferable. Average 15,000
baht per month. Chalong
Area. Tel: 01-4926883.
www.unclechaihome.com

SHOP UNIT
PLAZA DEL MAR

40 square meters. Air con-
ditioning, 2 phone lines,
ADSL, security and fire
alarm. Asking 21,500 baht
per month including service
maintenance. A 3-year
lease is available. Please
contact. Tel: 01-9586805.
Email: phuketsecurity @
csloxinfo.com

5-FLOOR
SHOPHOUSE

Close to Jungceylon.
50sgm + 7 rooms. Ready
for rental. Please call for
more information. Tel: O1-
2721033 (in Thai), 09-
8719739 (in English).

PATONG APARTMENT
Clean and comfortable, with
air conditioner, a TV, a big
fridge, double bed, pool and
parking. Please contact. Tel:
01-0825707. Email: ask@
phuket-accommodation.info

RAWAI, 2-STORY
Brand-newv house for long-term
rent. 2 bedrooms, fully fur-
nished, 400m from beach.
Asking 12,000 baht a month.
Please call for more details.
Tel: 01-4763623.

450-SQM HOME

This 6-bedroom house ona 3-
rai plot is located on a quiet soi,
5 minutes from Nai Harn
Beach. Rent of 500,000 baht
per year includes pool and gar-
dening fees. Tel: 076-288-
448,09-6471751.

NEW POOL VILLA

A fully furnished, 2-bedroom,
2-bathroom pool villa, with TV
and UBC; located near La-
guna. Rent (minimum 1 yr):
50,000 baht per month.
Please contact for more info.
Tel: 01-3701189. Email:
ann@phuketrealty.net

HOUSE FOR RENT

in Kathu. Newv, fully furnished
house with 2 bedrooms, 2 bath-
rooms, living room, kitchen,
hot water, air conditioning,
phone line and car park; has its
own water well. Asking
15,000 baht per month. Tel:
06-9427022, 01-6630665.
Email: diabloet@hotmail.com

DETACHED BUNGALOW
in Rawai. A beautifully fur-
nished, brand-new home with
3 bedrooms, a full kitchen
and lovely gardens with a
swimming pool. Long-term
rental only for 50,000 baht
per month. Tel: 076-345-
081,01-9241447.

OCEAN VIEW APT
Located in Patong. Fully fur-
nished and fitted out; has 2
bedrooms. For long-term
rental only. 25,000 baht per
month. Tel: 076-345081,
01-9241447.

PATONG PENTHOUSE
Alovely 80sgm fully fumished
unit with a sea view plus a
20sgm pool. Includes 1 bed-
room, a lounge and kitchen.
Asking 25,000 baht per
month. Tel: 076-345081,
01-9241447.

IR

DETACHED HOUSES

Four new detached houses
for rent at Pa Khlok, just
5km from an international
school. Each has 3 bed-
rooms and 2 bathrooms, in
a quiet area with clubhouse
and 24-hour security. Ask-
ing 13,000 baht per month.
Tel: 04-8516115. Email:
suksavat@hotmail.com

PROPERTY FOR RENT

Beautiful, new 2-bedroom
villa, 2 minutes to Rawai
Beach. Meets European
standards, fully furnished,
fully air-conditioned. Includes
swimmimg pool, tropical
garden, covered parking,
UBC, TV and telephone.
Minimun 6 months at
28,000 baht per month. Tel:
07-8845677.

KARON HZO FRONT

Condo. 103sgm, 1 bedroom,
all brand-new western appli-
ances and 2 balconies with
180 degree sea view. Long-
term rent only. Email:
wawrx999@yahoo.com

HOUSE FOR RENT

A fully furnished, 3-bedroom
house with a small garden in
Land & Houses Park, Chalong,
for long-term rent. Only
15,000 baht per month.
Please call for further info. Tel:
01-2712825.

HOUSE FOR RENT

in Chalong. 36sgm, 1 bed-
room, 1 bathroom, quiet, car
parking, unfurnished. 3,000
baht per month with 1 month's
deposit. Tel: 09-7264498.

4-BEDROOM HOUSE
for rent. Land & Houses Park,
green outlook, mature garden,
phone, fully air conditioned,
etc. Furnished or unfurnished.
Long term preferred. Tel: O1-
7192458. Email: marks@
phuket.ksc.co.th

THAI-STYLE HOUSE

in Nai Harn. House has 3 bed-
rooms with air conditioners, a
big pool and a nice garden.
From Jan 12 to March 28.
35,000 baht per month. Tel:
09-9725378.

Property Wanted

1%
)i &

Land Wanted

¢ Beachfront or seaview.
e 20 to 1,000 rai.
® Must be Nor Sor 3
or Chanote fitle.
® Brokers welcome.
Email us at:
president@destination-properties.

Accommodation Available

ROOMS TO LET

Lake-view apartments in
Kathu. Fully furnished with
aircon, fridge, cable TV, hot
water and car park. Rent
200 baht a day. Tel: 076-
202585, 09-1968449.
Email: ketmaneeclayton61
@hotmail.com

KATA BEACH

Southern Fried Rice, a brand-
new guesthouse, 3 minutes
walk from the beach, with
seaview rooms, 2 balcony
rooms facing the beach, wire-
less Internet, a pool and an ex-
cellent restaurant. All rooms
have air conditioning, a mini-
bar, cable TV, a safe and a
king-sized bed. Tel: 01-
8948446. For further details,
Please see our website at:
www.southernfriedrice.com

ROOMS FOR LOW RENT
From 400 baht, with a fan only
or air conditioner; your own
hot shower and tea/coffee
included. Located close to the
beach. Call for photos and
more information. Tel: 076-
342280,01-9781956. Email:
palm@phuket.ksc.co.th

LATE NEW YEAR

special. One-bedroom apart-
ment available at Surin. Gated
estate, boutique block of 8
apartments, vaulted ceiling,
balcony, pool, satellite TV,
phone, kitchenette, 2 mins to
beach. Available over New
Year at 3,000 baht per night.
Email: hktkferg@hotmail.com

huketvillarentals

Serviced Holiday & Long-Term
Rental Property

Tel: 076-270750

phuketwlrentals Ccom

PATONG LUXURY

Apartments. Central Patong
1- and 2-bedroom apart-
ments. Please contact for
more information. Email:
suites247@yahoo.com

MODERN APARTMENT
with Internet. 2-bedroom
apartment off Nanai Rd, fully
fumnished incl. TV, large fridge,
hot water, fans, aircon and
kitchenette; from 8,500 baht/
month for long term; ADSL
Internet available. Tel: 07-
2650652. Email: gisbert1@
gmx.net

Accommodation
Wanted

NOT MORE THAN
20,000 baht/month. Unfur-
nished or partially furnished de-
tached house wanted in
Chalong/ Rawai/ Phuket City
area, for a quiet family of 3. At
least 2 bedrooms and 2 bath-
rooms. Privacy in the neigh-
borhood preferred. Must have
phone line for ADSL. Email
selection with photos for view-
ing. Email: pantomine_horse
@yahoo.com

VILLA/APARTMENT

| am looking for a villa or an
apartment with 2 bedrooms
and a kitchen. It is for a stay of
minimum 3 months. The ac-
commodation needs to have a
WI-FI-connection or at least a
regular ADSL connection.
Location could be anywhere in
Phuket. Tel: 46-462883846.
Email: ekim9999@hotmail.
com

CONDO OR APT

| would like to lease a one-
bedroom apartment or condo
at or near Patong Beach for
the months of Feb and Mar
2006. Email: phcorp@email.
com

Building

Products
& Services

|
The SoneDoctor

Specialist European stone-care
productsand services:

* Restoration

* Sedling/Protection

» Maintenance
All your maintenance,
protection & cleaning needs
for natural and manufactured
stone.

* Marble

» Sandwash
* Granite e« Terracotta
» Sate e Terrazzo
» Sandstone ¢ Ceramics, etc
Prevent: rugt, stains, mildew,
agee, scratches
Remove: builders residue,
incorrect sealants, rust, stains,
mildew, etc. Daily care &
cleaningproductsasoavailable.

Tel: 07-2824930, 076-271217
Fax: 076-271218
Email:
info@thestonedoctor-asia.com

Direct: 06-5933464
bigharme121&yahoo.co.uk

» Construction

k Buildin
Renovation

» Shopfitting

» Woodwork

* Electrical, Air-con
* Roofing, Flooring
» Metalwork

» Built-in Furniture

LOCKUP STORAGE

24-hr security, gated and
walled-in compound. Please
contact for more info. Tel:
01-0825707. Email: ask@
phuket-accommodation.info

HOUSE PAINTING

Do you need your house
painted? Please call for fur-
ther information. Tel: 07-
2868634

Household
items

MITSUTA AIRCON
30,000 BTU. Large aircon in
good condition. 11,000 baht
ono. Tel: 01-9785811. Email:
twoballs@hotmail.com

Looking for land to buy?

See more classified ads at
www.phuketgazette.net/classifieds
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Available Exclusively through Lec Marinz

Dedicated Service Department.

574,500 USD

Drokerage Offico
The Bos wacon BAorma Pk

12,000,000 THE

o
Gallart &2, bulic in Spain 1 double cabins

1 twin cabin sach with oiler, sink and shovwes

Recommended Yoyapes
i k in Faradisa™ ymioon cruise in Paradise™

nigl‘ s 5 nighr_g 3 l:|.1:r"i.'-..' n :_gh:i

cend in Paradis
i ::|.-|:-.-ll rl-:ghr.

Chwarnight vour max 8 persons

“Day craise in Paradise” B30 am = 4.30 pm “Junset in Paradise” & pm =¥ pm
Comfortably accommedates for max 35 guests,
iCatering and service an baard by selected hotels & restauramts in Phuket.

Please call far detailed infarmation 07-8865425 or email: maililallasiayachts.com
Allasia Yachts Co, Ltd. 111 Laemn 5ai Hoad, Kata Beach, Karon Sub-Dhistnict, Muarg, Phuket B3010
Fax OV6-233 015 Website: www.dlasiayachts.com

ALLASILA
FaACHTS

Charter a Swan 59ft
with Thai Marine Leisure

Phang Nga Bay Regatta 2006
27 to 31 January

4,000,000 THE

Yacht Haven Marina Offico
T Haaen bAnnra Progket

F
L X | LigR,

MARIMNE )
I inwre
_.—-"-

Ermail: charter @ thalmaring.:
www.lhalmarine.com

“Escape in Paradisa”™

84FT STEEL KETCH

Built in NZ, 1981. 8-cyl
Gardner, 20KW generator,
good sail inventory, weather
fax, SSB, GPS, VHF, auto pi-
lot, radar. Needs deck.
US$300,000. Please con-
tact for more information.
Tel: 07-8905619.

POWER
CATAMARAN

The new Steppa cat 1061.
Perfect for scuba diving,
transfers and all private
and commercial applica-
tions. Please contact. Tel:
01-8912688. Email:
tony@diveh2osportz.com

Gazette Online Classifieds— 10,000 reader s every day!

WINDSURF BOARD

BIC Veloce, 101-liter, 278cm,
8.6kg, complete rig, UP sail
ultraprofile 6sqm and 4.6m
carbon mast. Everything
comes in separate bags for
board, mast and sail. Not
used very often and in very
good condition. 15,000 baht.
Tel: 076-281034. Email:
peter@phuketinternet.co.th

Find more classified ads at

www.phuketgazette.net!
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BOAT SALES
BaARRACUDA COMMERCIAL BOAT RANGE

MERCURY

BT O T W

DIVESNDRMELINE BOWT 10.5m
PARASAIL BOAT 14 Gen
FERRY INTER-ISLAND TRAMNSFER BOWT 105m
CENTER COMSOLE FESHIMG BOATS B &

| ——

= COMMERCISL DIESEL EMGIHES

& ERSE BETTER FLEL BECOROWTY
AGAINST STANDEAD QUTBOSRCS

= CRLRSING EPEEDS OF 2T+ KMNOTE

BHEBUILLES ONLY EVERY 3 000 MRS

¥ COMPLETE SERVICE BACKALF PLAN

= EINANMCE SVAILABLE THSCH G
CORRESFOMOING BANKES

SPECIAL: Newtly arieed & 8 canbe conaake 170hp Mer-Cummins [heaal

Ersging, compbste with Nawman 8800 GPS¥F mhirack Nay system, WHF

Rado, Yaouam flush Hiead, Biming, wiih Thal registation. Proe includes

10 monits’ berfhing in the Boat Lagoon. "Complets Fackage” 1,850,

c
Thi Maring &

Erml cholm

BAYLINER MOTOR
YACHT

Now for sale. Beam: 15ft,
Draft: 1.01m. 2 x 310hp
diesel engines. Recently re-
built. Furuno GPS; radar;
fish finder; auto pilot; music
center; TV; video, DVD play-
ers; 3 double cabins; mas-
ter en-suite; guest facilities.
Many extras, rigged for
game fishing. New parts.
Re-spray, full anti-foul. In
excellent condition. Asking
price: only US$299,000.
Please contact. Tel: 01-
8939563. Email: wolff@
wittonkeep.freeserve.co.
uk

Island Job Mart

PEGASUS 8.2
DEMO

5 months old,
200hp Yamaha — fast!

List price: 555,000 baht
ex VAT.

Now 445,000 baht
ex VAT.

Sold with warranty.
Tel: 09-4746783.

BOSTON-WHALER
21ft fiberglass Boston
Whaler-style boat: central
console and twin 4-stroke
Honda 50hp engines. Trailer,
Thai registration. As new,
made in 2004. For sale in
Pattaya for just 420,000
baht. Please contact for more
info. Tel: 01-8626954.
Email: carlossecretgarden@
yahoo.com

Positions Now Available For One of Phuket's
Leading 5 Star Restaurants & Hospitality Venues |

We are now recruiting qualified professionals for the following positions,
with an opportunity to work in one of Phuket's leading restaurants &

hospitality venues.

Accounting Department
# Financial Director

# Accountantz

® Purchasing Manager
# Stock Auditor

These positions require;

# Excellent communication skills with a good command of both written

& spoken English

# Strong management skills & experience are essential, with experience |

in the related fields

# Reside in Phuket or able to relocate to Phuket
We offer an attractive remuneration package with an opportunity for

Operations Department
# Restaurant & Bar Manager
® Restaurant & Bar Assistant Manager

@ Supervisors
# Bartendees
® Waitresses

advancement within the company.

For further information & applications, please email to HRD Department;

recruit@csloxinfo.com

G

Messenger (1)

F Project

Ea|l mic

~campbell kane

Client Service Representative (1)
Quantity Surveyor (2)

Site Secretary (3)

Site Inspector (8)

Interested candidates, please send resumé
& recent photo to the Project Secretary.

Campbell Kane (Thailand) Ltd.

SCHOOL STAFF

Manager, teachers, reception-
ist required. Pleasant person-
ality, reliable and devoted to
work. Tel: 076-282232, 01-

ROCK/DANCE
BAND NEEDED

Wine Connection Chalong
needs a musical act, prefer-
ably a jazz/rock/dance act
for Saturdays starting in
January. Please send your
CV by email or contact for
more information. Tel: 076-
282411. Email: gmphuket
@wineconnection.co.th

COPY EDITOR

Online travel/golf magazine
based in Costa Rica seeks a
copy editor with experience
onaUS newspaper or maga-
zine and solid AP-style
knowledge. Work from any-
where. Expats welcome.
www. golfpublisher. com/
jobs/forms/re-writer-
researcher.htm

9794140.
OPERATIONS REAL ESTATE SALES
MANAGER Siam Real Estate requires

more salespersons due to ex-
pansion plans. Must have own
transport, sales experience
and speak good English. Good
basic salary and commission.
For more information, Tel:
076-288908 or Email: nice@
siamrealestate.com For de-
tails, see our website at:
www.siamrealestate.com

Thai national wanted. Must
have experience in hotel op-
erations and good manage-
ment and team-leading
skills. Please send your CV
by email or contact. Tel:
076-289399. Fax: 076-
289389. Email: myfuture@
mangosteen-phuket.com

Looking for a job?

HAIRDRESSER
WANTED

A new, upmarket salon
opening now in the Laguna
area requires an experi-
enced and enthusiastic hair
dresser. Basic English a
must. Tel: 01-7871556.
Email: marek@Ioxinfo.co.th

NANNY/
HOUSEKEEPER

Good pay for the right per-
son! A Western family with
3 girls is looking for a nice
full-time helper (live out) in
Chalong/Land & Houses
area. English ability and love
for kids essential. Contact
for details. Tel: 076-378-
002, 07-8927664, or Email:
alexandramenzel1968@
yahoo.de

BABYSITTER

We are looking for an English-
speaking female babysitter
for our three young children,
on a part-time basis. Excellent
pay. Tel: 07-8885767. Email:
jodyschmuland@shaw.ca

Still haven’t found the perfect candidate?

ACCOUNTANT/
storekeeper urgently required
Attractive salary offered.
Please contact Tel: 09-729-
8852, 01-9563061; Email:
sohail_carpet@yahoo.com

OFFICE POSITION

Due to expansion, we now
have two permanent posi-
tions available, both with ex-
cellent opportunities for ad-
vancement. Applicants must
have good written and spoken
English and basic computer
skills. A love of the outdoors
and a driving license are ad-
vantages. Starting salary is
between 7,000 baht and
10,000 baht a month. Please
contact for details. Tel: 076-
232960, or 01-4544058.
Fax: 076-232961. Email:
info@sailing-thailand.com

Find more Recruitment Classifieds at Www.phuketgazette.net!
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SENIOR REPORTER

Join Phuket’'s only
Multimedia NEWS organization.
The Phuket Gazeite seeks to il the

following position:

The successtul candidate will be 8 Tha national, aged 27-
plus, with initiative, an sulgeing persanality, and plenty of
piperience aboul the world and how i1 works. Alze
essential are the abahity to communscata in English, both
spaken and writian, and a car,

Gaond salary for the mght candidate,

Oualified candidates are invited to send a CV to Passara
Kapwhwmraong, Human Resowrces, by email, fax or post to

The Phuket Gazette Co Ltd

36712 Yaowarat R, T, Taladyas, A, Muang, Phuket 83000
Fax; 076 213971 Email: memidlphiseigaretbe.net

ADMINISTRATIVE
ASSISTANT
WANTED

Group 4 Securicor requires
an Administrative Assistant
with computer experience,
especially using Microsoft
Excel. For details, please
contact Chris Benn. Tel:
076-354761, 09-8144-
584. Fax: 076-354726.
Email: chris.benn@th.g4s.
com

SECRETARY

wanted. Real estate agent
needs a Thai lady to run the
office. Perfect English and
computer skills required.
Good salary for motivated
person. Please send CV by
email or contact for more in-
formation. Tel: 04-8423992.
Email: info@tropical-homes.
net

CUSTOMER SERVICE
Needed immediately! Rapidly
expanding online clothing
company needs a dependable
person to work full-time. Must
be fluent in English, type 45
words per minute, be Internet/
computer literate and detail-
oriented. Good salary. Please
contact K. Robert for more
info. Tel: 04-7230575.

DIVESHOP STAFF
Diving license and high school
qualification not necessary,
but must speak English. Tel:
09-8749147.

INTERNET STAFF
IN RAWAI

Looking for Thai women,
18-35 years of age, with fair
English skills & computer
knowledge: 1 full-time, 1
part-time. Tel: 076-288-
808, 01-8924282. Email:
rudi542001@yahoo.de

MANY POSITIONS
Buildersmart will open on
Phuket soon. Many positions
are available: drivers/loaders,
warehouse staff/storekeep-
ers/sales/administration. Fe-
male candidates welcome.
Qualifications: diploma/certifi-
cate or higher, able to use
Internet, knowledge of con-
struction materials. Tel: 02-
6831703-5. Fax: 02-294-
1191. Email: yosawadee@
buildersmart.com

THAI STAFF NEEDED
Muay Thai & MMA Training
camp is looking for Thai staff.
1) Assistant Manager: able to
speak English. 2) Bookkeeper:
must know QuickBooks. 3)
Housekeeper. Tel: 09-163-
8166. Email: vinong04@
yahoo.com

STAFF WANTED

2 staff members for a sand-
wich and baguette restaurant
in Karon and 1 staff member
for driving motorbike with
sidecar. Tel: 04-8459510.
Email: alexanderkbh@mail.
com

SWEDISH CRUISE
DIRECTOR

Moby Dick Adventures re-
quires a full-time Swedish-
speaking Cruise Director/
Snorkel Guide for daily ex-
cursions. Email: patrick@
liveaboard-thailand.com
For further details, please
see our website at: www.
liveaboard-thailand.com/
cruise.htm

SECRETARY
REQUIRED

Moby Dick Adventures ur-
gently requires a secretary.
Please contact for more
details. Tel: 07-8971761.
Email: lotta@moby-dick-
adventures.com For further
details, please see our web-
site at www.liveaboard-
thailand.com/sec.htm

NANNY/
HOUSEKEEPER
Seeking a Thai-speaking
nanny/housekeeper for a
full-time position. You do
not need to speak English.
Must be good with young
children and reliable/hon-
est. Please contact. Tel:
09-6452576. Email:
jaynemac@loxinfo.co.th

URGENTLY REQUIRED
We're a supplier of commer-
cial kitchen equipment. We
seek a Sales Executive.
Qualifications: Thai male, 25
to 30 years of age, with good
English skills and owvn car. Ex-
perience in sales would be
beneficial. Please contact K.
Natthida. Tel: 076-215710.
Fax: 076-224368. Email:
phuketsales@somerville-
siam.com

PA/SECRETARY

Simpson Marine, yacht bro-
kers & new yacht sales, re-
quire a full-time PA/Secretary
for our new Phuket office.
Computer literacy and fluent
Thai and English, both written
and spoken, are essential.
The ideal candidate will have
some previous sales or hospi-
tality experience. Remunera-
tion based on previous experi-
ence and qualifications. Initial
applications via email only,
interviews early January.
Email: grant.saunders@
simpsonmarine.com

ASK KHUN WANIDA! MOMMA DUCK

Problems with an extra-marital affair?
Questions about Thai culture?
Having communications problems?

W

Read her advice in the Phuket Gazette.

Fax: 076-213971 or email: momma@phuketgazette.net
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Articles
For Sale

ROAD BIKE
Trek 1,000; 54'; 2006
model; only 900km. Price:
16,000 baht. Please call for
more info. Tel: 04-9928016.

SONY 53" TV
FOR SALE

Big screen TV, 10 months
old, like new; a big refrigera-
tor, 15cu, 6 months old, like
new; Sealy custom mat-
tress; furniture; appliances.
Will fax list with price/map.
Tel: 06-5960966.

MARES QUATTRO

fins for size 9.5 feet (27.5
cm). Used on about 40 con-
secutive dives, sitting in a
scuba bag ever since. 1,500
baht. Tel: 07-2806275. Email:
zZleinfelder@yahoo.com

GOLF CLUBS:

3,000 baht. Five clubs. |
have no idea about them.
Come and see. Tel: 07-628-
0389, 07-9563529. Email:
punsexysiam@yahoo.com

GET IT CHEAP

in 2005. Going-home Sale:
Stove, single element , stand/
shelves with “baby” tank
(10.4kg full); 2 white deck
chairs w/low back; Toaster
(2-pc, Tefal); Bialetti espresso
machine (stove-top); Cutting
board, cutlery, dishes; 3-liter
cooking pot, frying pan (11"/
28cm); Lawn chair (high-
back, green); Mop, broom,
dustpan; Rubber deck squee-
gee (2-foot/60cm); Canon
Pixma iP1000 color printer w/
refill ink, 3 extra cartridges
(b&w), 75% ream of paper:
1,000 baht firm; Office chair
(black vinyl, non-adjustable);
Desk Lamp (gray, fluores-
cent); Folding table (metal, 2ft
x 3ft, blue); Soda water (24x
325ml). Tel: 04-8520801.
Email: scotthgoodman@
gmail.com

BIG UPRIGHT PIANO
Big, full-size upright piano.
Looks new. Comes with foot
pedals, pressure keys, hy-
draulic closer, nice chair and
full options, including built-in
heater and hygrometer.
Checked every year. For quick
sale at only 130,000 baht
(from 250,000 baht.) Please
contact Mrs Linly, Tel: 076-
292670,06-6897113. Email:
psonthikun@yahoo.com

SATELLITE DISH

Big satellite dish, Infosat
model with receiver and re-
mote. One year old. New:
12,000 baht. Now: 5,000
baht. Tel: 06-2812899. Email:
rawaiO5@hotmail.com

SHELVING UNIT

Please contact me for details.
Tel: 06-6647229. Email:
a.c.vaughan@gmail.com

UNDERWATER VIDEO
equipment. Sony PC 120 +
Ikelite housing for max depth
of 60m + red filter + 2 bat-
teries + transport bag:
60,000 baht. Pls contact for
more info. Tel: 01-7888912.
Email: fabienbelleinguer@
fundives.net

Articles
Wanted

256 DDR RAM

Looking for 256 DDR ram for

PC. Email: jonpet@ksc.th.
com

AIRCON WANTED

| want to buy a secondhand
air conditioner for an office.
Please contact with details.
Tel: 01-8957848. Email:
best2599@hotmail.com

CHILD CAR SEAT

A child’s car seat is required
for 1-2 year old. Pls contact
me if you have or know of one
for sale. Tel: 06-9447721.
Email: maxandgodders@
csloxinfo.com

| Bulletins |
Alcoholics Anonymous

I= holding mesatings n
English at the fallowing
places!
Phuket City
Mission Hospital
on Wed and Sun at 7 pm

Banghok Phuket Hospital
o Fri gt ¥ pm

Patong
Patong Hospital
o Mon, Tug, Wad, 528, Sun

at 7 prn ared on Fri at & pm

PHANG NGA FUN

regatta. Jan 27 to 31. Any-
body who wants to come sail-
ing please contact me. Tel:
076-383080, 06-9401860.
Fax: 076-381934. Email:
bigasail@samart.co.th

Business
Opportunities

BAR/RESTAURANT
Located in Karon, close to
Crown Plaza and Phutin Re-
sort, 2 rooms, 2 kitchens,
wooden chairs and tables.
Asking 350,000 baht + rent.
Please contact for more info.
Tel: 07-8874626. Email:
goldai@freenet.de

BUSINESS FOR SALE

Well-run visa run business
including tour office at

Rawvai Beach. Please con-
tact Khun Jaochim. Tel: 04-
8512378.

O'MALLEYS IRISH PUB
Small business, big opportu-
nity! Recently refurbished
pub & restaurant, located
in Phuket City. Close to
major hotels, shopping area
and tourist attractions.
Package includes all paper-
work, visas, two work per-
mits and all licenses for a
smooth takeover. 400sgm,
live music stage, sound and
light system, projector UBC
TV, 3 new pool tables (in-
cluding pool room), 15
tables, 40 bar stools, 5
fridges and freezers, new
kitchen equipment, 2 phone
lines and over 300 motor-
cycle-taxis with O’Malleys
vests driving around the
city! Tel: 076-220170, 09-
7292846 or Email:
scottshaw77@lycos.co.uk

LAND +
RESTAURANT

125 sq wah w/Chanote
title and restaurant for sale.
Suitable for development of
small jungle bungalows.
Good location: 15 mins to
airport, 20 mins to beach,
Central, Lotus, etc. Only
2.7 million baht. Very good
investment. Tel: 01-802-
5420. Email: thureewan@
hotmail.com

BAR FOR SALE

Reasonable offers consid-
ered. Tel: 07-8817600. For
more information, please
visit our website:
www.homebarphuket.com

BAR FOR SALE
OFF SOI BANGLA
Comes with all fixtures and
fittings, including a pool
table, plus small Thai res-
taurant. Asking a reason-
able price + rent; no key
money. Tel: 01-8928579.

GUESTHOUSE

in Patong. Buy or lease with 5
years remaining and no rent
until May 2006. A low asking
price. Call for photos and
more information. Tel: 076-
342280,01-9781956. Email:
palm@phuket.ksc.co.th

TIME IS MONEY!
Partnership offer for Europe
and Thailand. No competition,
no wasting time, enough cli-
ents! Start-up money: 27,500
Euros. Work permit no prob-
lem! Please contact Email:
Sanjosee6@netscape.net



42

PHUKET GAZETTE

CLASSIFIEDS

Tout, Trader & Trumpet

January 7 - 13, 2006

m-Mart Company Limitec

We buy and sell forelgn currency

Eung Tel: 09-7298

K. Nt Tel; 09-7260463

Stunning west-coast
Layan-view property.
Looking for 1 more
partner/investor. An
excellent opportunity

HOME OFFICE IN
CHALONG
Unfurnished 2.5-story
townhome/office, with 2
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms,
1 telephone line and all
facilities. Penthouse
has sea view. Asking
15,000 baht a month
or for sale at 2.7 million
baht. Tel: 09-873-1009.
Email: 098731009 @

BARS/
GUESTHOUSES

We have investment
opportunities in Patong,
Kata, Karon and Kamala,
from 700,000 baht. Please

BAR AND KARAOKE

Large air-conditioned
room for karaoke and
outside bar in Rawai for
sale. Excellent monthly
turnover. 1.3 million baht.
Please call for more info.

PERSONAL
TRAINING CENTER
Rare opportunity to
acquire a successful
and prestigious health
and fitness center in
Chalong. The only
dedicated PT center in
Phuket, it has established
a reputation for quality
and professionalism.
Superbly equipped, used
exclusively by premier
expat clients. Tel: 01-

3 BUSINESSES

Three businesses for sale,
separately or together.
Special quick-sale prices.
Restaurant & bar; Internet
cafe; Beauty salon &
Thai massage. Tel: 076-
281078, 01-0074479. Fax:
076-383674. Email: tim.s@

FISH ‘N’ CHIPS, PIES

Restaurant established
3 years, provides good
income. Comes with
accomodation; staff;
vehicle; cheap, long
lease; air conditioning;
and UBC. I'll train you
before returning to New
Zealand. 9/38 Chao Fa

contract. Asking 1.2 million
baht or nearest offer. Email

swisstreff@gmx.net

BAR IN KATA

Fully furnished, with
tables, bar, cable TV, hi-
fi+small bedroom. Great
location. Asking 500,000
baht. Tel: 09-287-2919.
Email: katbarbeer @ yahoo.

BAR FOR SALE

on Soi Bangla, Patong.
New bar with along lease,
all new equipment, such
as hi-fi system, fridge,
TVs, etc. Price: 2 million
baht. Please call Khun Yan
for more details, Tel: 01-

Business
Products &

Services

mhailandia

General Law & Accounting

www phuketittorney.com

09 [ 956040, O76-JE385

PERSIAN CARPETS

Oriental hand-knotted
carpet, rug and kilim
dealer (specializing in
washing and repair). Free
pick up and delivery. Tel:
01-9563061.Email: sohail _

ATTENTION
FOREIGNERS!
Help your lady learn
English quickly with
professional teachers at
Text-And-Talk Academy,
Patong. Also learn Thai
quickly in fun courses.
Contact Khun Amado.
Location: Junction of
Rat-U-Thit 200 Pi Rd
joins Prachanukroh
Rd, opposite Coconut
Hotel and next to Phuket
Directory. Become a
professional English
teacher through our
world-famous TEFL
course and learn survival
Thai for free. Contact
Paul or James, for the

Work Less..
Travel 2 Lot...

W b0 0% sy
'i:‘-!.JI: T F.-,l"

Island

Discounted Hotels
i all the resost destinations you want o ke

|

VISA & LEGAL
SERVICES

55

Legal

Company Registration
2,229 baht; One Year Visa
4,999 baht; Retirement
Visa 4,999 baht: Work
Permit 4,999 baht; UK
& US Visa 16,999 baht.
No more visa runs — get
a one-year visa for only
4,999 baht. Establish your
Thai company today to
buy land or start your
business for only 2,229
baht! Property title
search, sales contract
and land registration.
Thailand’s LARGEST
legal service network.
Always your low price
by our licensed Thai
lawyers. Tel: 076-345277
(24 hours). Email: info@
siam-legal.com For

WATER FOR SALE
IN RAWAI, KATA
High-quality water of
drinking quality, perfect
for all home uses
including for swimming
pools. Our tanker trucks
deliver 24 hours a day,
in Rawai and Chalong
and Kata areas. Tel: 06-
2812856. Email: nsupin@

PHUKET WEDDINGS

Specialist Thailand
outdoor wedding planner,
for any location on your
request. Please contact
for futher details. Tel: 076-
314-037,01-3702114. Fax:
076-314037. Email: info@
thailand-wedding.com
Please see our website at

DAY TRIP TO
RANONG
New double-decker tour
bus (not minibus), non-
smoking and smoking
areas, toilet, films/music,
snacks and drinks, on-
board buffet lunch.
No extras to pay, all-
inclusive. Only 1,500
baht. Every Mon, Wed,

inventory control, point
of sale. A low price
(from 3,000 baht to
10,000 baht) and fast
delivery (within 1 to 2
weeks). Please contact
for more information.
Tel: 06-6872823. Email:

SHOPHOUSE

Shop with 2-bedroom
apartment, access road,
parking. Contact Tel: 076-
284257 or 01-8913972.

IPOD PHOTO

Almost new! Boughtin
Singapore. Under Apple
International warranty.
20GB capacity, almost
2,000 songs onboard, very
long (12 hours) battery life,
earphones, silicon case,
on-the-go clip. Will sell for
10,000 baht. Please contact
for more info. Tel: 06-
2705276. Email: huplim@

NIKON COOLPIX 3100
Like new, less than 1 year
old. 3.2 megapixels. 3x
optical SLR (single-lense
reflex). 128MB memory
card. Owner’s manual.
Price: 6,500 baht. Tel: 06-

SONY VAIO

Like new. VGN-A19LP
model, only 9 months
old. 1.60MHz Pentium M
(Mobile) processor; 60GB
hard drive; 2GB RAM; 15" -
wide Sony Bright Screen.
Awesome color, speed and
clarity. Full of new software
— all latest versions,
including Windows XP
Professional SP2 (original
serial), Microsoft Office
Professional, Adobe
Photoshop CS-2, Acrobat
Professional 7.1, Go-
Live Macromedia Flash,
Dreamweaver 8.0, and
much more! Bought new
for 120,000 baht. Will sell

COMPUTER REPAIRS

English computer
technician fixes new or
used. GPRS, ADSL, WLAN
and Internet access without
aphone. Tel: 09-4735080.

LP TO CD

Who can transfer my
old LPs on to CDs at a
reasonable price? | will
be in Phuket (where my
LPs are) for 2 months
from early Feb. Email:

old, bought in Singapore.
Under warranty of Apple
International. Mac OS X
10.3.9; 30GB hard disk;
512MB RAM; long (4 hours)
battery life; bus speed:
133MHz; combo drive: DVD/
CDROM, CD burner; Virtual
PC; XP Professional and
more. Will sell for 39,000
baht. Tel: 06-2705276, 06-
2705276. Email: huplim@

DELL P3 + MONITOR

Dell 700MHz computer +
15" CRT monitor for sale.
128 MB RAM, 4GB HDD.
Perfect for for browsing
and email, or as a Linux
box. No CD-rom drive but
can attach. 6,500 baht. Tel:

Miscellaneous
for Sale

INTERMATIONAL
DRIVERS LICENSE

a & MW} Bahi =
il ¥ears

o G, 0N} haht

salid up tn

Kool t Haas Siioam Maee,
A3 Meo 5, 5ol Bang Val, Phalet.
Tels IHGAT Y oF (85801 2,
Enudls bas inillonse. som
www, imillicemse. com

TWO SCUBA MASKS

One with 2.5 myopic
correction for both eyes.
Had lasik surgery, don’t
need them anymore.
3,000 baht for both. Email:
zleinfelder @yahoo. com

WATER FOUNTAINS
New and good-looking
water fountains for sale at
Sabai-Sabai restaurant,
Chalong Suk Village,
Chao FaWestRd. Tel: 076-
280231, 09-7260207.

Mobile Phones

NOKIA 6681

Brand-new phone, still in
box. Bluetooth, earphones,
PC software and case.
Only 11,000 baht. Tel: 09-

NOKIA 6680

Orginal box, 256 MB
memory card, and Nokia
case. 16,500 baht. Tel: 01-
0820039. Email:ilan_75@

Personal
Services

PINOY VISA RUN
Monday to Saturday.
Please call K. Mhaurico

KAMALA GUESTHOUSE = BUDGET Pinoy ITO. Tel: 04-
PARTNER/ with 4 rooms, a restaurant, a ' SOFTWARE IBOOK G4
INVESTOR bar and a small beauty shop- ﬁ » | cue SOFTWARE | 1BOOKGA ook OSTEOPATHY

all new, fully equipped. A new ] software such as payroll, | G4.12". Less than 1 year Manipulation, sport

massage and acu-
pressure specialist for
back problems. Please call

PART-TIME JOB

27-year-old Thai female
looking for a part-time
job after 6pm. Fluent in
English, both spoken
and written. Email:

KIDS’ PARTY?

Hire a bouncing castle
for great fun. For rates
and information. Tel: 01-

LEARN THAI

Charming Thailady teacher
gives Thai lessons at your
home. Full course with
conversation practise and
home-study material.
Beginners or more
advanced level. Tel: 076-
398157,01-7971497. Email:

PHOTOCOPY REPAIR
Friendly farang fixes
copiers, faxes + laser toner
refills. Please call George.
Tel: 06-9724805.

Personals

BACKGAMMON
Retired businessman
looking for backgammon
players on Phuket Island.
Tel: 076-386113, 01-

FOR LADIES ONLY

Feel lonely? Escort service
offers dancing, dinner,
massage or your named
private dance. Tel: 09-

SCANDINAVIAN MAN
Il am a Scandinavian
man looking for an
attractive and joyful lady
for marriage. Tel: 09-

ROTTWEILER PUPS

We have four very cute and
fat Rottweiler puppies for
sale to approved homes
only. Both parents are
able to be viewed. Price
on application. Tel: 01-

Gazette Online Classifieds - 10,000 readers every day!
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Saloon Cars

Phuket’s Most Trusted &
Reputable Supplier of the Finest
Quality Used SALOONS,
SEDANS, JEEPS & PICKUPS

New cars or trade-ins —
we have what you’re
looking for

For more info pls call us at
Tel: 076-224632, 216243
www.suremotor.com

CAR FOR SALE

Daihatsu Mira in good condi-
tion, easy to drive and eco-
nomical; lady owned. For
quick sale, only 99,000
baht. Please call Tel: 01-
5371050.

CLASSIC CAR

1978 Chevrolet Camaro,
dark blue with white stripes,
original V8 and automatic, in
first class condition. Asking
500,000 baht. Pls contact
Bjorn. Tel: 01-8060555.

BMW 523i SPORT
Comes with 18" BMW M5
wheels with new rubber. Mile-
age: 70,000km. Serviced at
BMW. Mint condition inside
and out. 1.6 million baht for
quick sale. Tel: 076-240042,
01-8933259. For futhre de-
tails please contact via Email:
nuk777 @csloxinfo.com

1974 BMW 2002 Ti

in perfect condition. Best one
in Thailand, drives like new.
Metallic silver color, aircon,
CD, spare double carburators,
etc. Driven daily. Pictures avail-
able. No dreamers please!
300,000 baht. Please contact
for more details. Email:
katana750s3@gmail.com

OPEL ASTRA

caravan. 1994, 150,000km,
red, lots of new parts. 160,000
baht ono. Tel: 01-0819775.
Email: vss@divecrew.com

FORD RANGER 4WD
4WD Ford Ranger 2.5 XLT
Hurricane, registered Septem-
ber 2001. Low mileage
(56,000km), double airbag,
CD player, remote key/alarm,
roll bar, 1st-class insurance.
The car drives very welland is
for sale at only 400,000 baht.
Tel: 09-8669406. Email:
danex01@gmail.com

NISSAN 4WD PICKUP
Big MF 2001, 4 doors, diesel,
2.5 turbo, multi options, 1
owner, 75,000km only; in
excellent condition. Asking
390,000 baht. Tel: 07-814-
6448.

Motorbikes

HONDA VFR 400CC
In good condition; has green
book. Only 50,000 baht. Tel:
07-1301363.

MOTORBIKE
FOR SALE
A 1-year-old Kawasaki
112cc, in excellent condition,
black color. Asking 23,000
baht. Tel: 01-56395329.

KAWASAKI BOSS 175
“Night fire red”, inimmacu-
late condition. Price: 60,000

baht. Please contact Paul.
Tel: 06-2833227.

750 CUSTOM

chopper: 75,000 baht. Leav-
ingin 3 weeks, must selll The
best bike | have owned in Thai-
land (out of 4). Itis a Suzuki
Katana 750cc on a swing-arm
frame, with lots of chrome. It
looks like a Fat Boy and most
don’t know the difference.
Fun and reliable. Must see to
believe. SMS or email me for
more details and pics. Tel: 09-
9708023. Email: jandjasmine
@yahoo.com

HONDA SHADOW
motorbike. Reliable motor-
cycle with excellent paint-
work, chrome and new tires.
Comes with green registra-
tion book, Phuket registration,
tax and full insurance. A one-
month parts warranty from
me guarantees the quality of
this bike. 145,000 baht. Tel:
04-8445301. Email:
englishpilot@hotmail.com

CUSTOM STEED

Honda Steed 400 custom bike.
Comes with green book and
insurance. 110,000 baht (ne-
gotiable). Tel: 01-6063045.
Email: johnogtip@hotmail.com

HONDA CB 400

In very good condition. 75,000
baht. Pls contact me for de-
tails. Tel: 01-9701580.

KAWASAKI AR125

I have been driving this one for
three years. Rebulit the motor
last year. New tires, rims,
brakes. Has book. This is not
a moped but a small motor-
cycle, 6-speed. 10,000 baht.
Tel: 06-2680968. Email:
kidefl@yahoo.com

HONDA CBR 150cc
Red & black, used for only 10
months. Asking 50,000 baht.
Please contact for further de-
tails. Tel: 05-8889447. Email:
stylishrichy@yahoo.com

2004 PHANTOM

2,800 km, tax and insurance
for 11 months. No accidents,
excellent condition. Paniers &
luggage box included. Also
includes high quality helmet
from the UK worth 12,000
baht. All for just 72,000 baht.
For more details, Tel: 076-
292368, 04-8498241. Email:
jimbeckett4 1 @hotmail.com

SUZUKI VS 750
chopper. Suzuki Intruder
750cc, 50hp, violet, complete
overhaul in 2005. Custom
made stainless-steel exhaust
system, new custom leg
rests, shock absorber, new
clutch, new cables, new bear-
ings, new seat- too much to
list. All parts genuine Suzuki
from Europe. Green book and
Phuket registration. Please
call for viewing. Tel: 06-
1062566. Email: philipp@
loxinfo.co.th

25% Discount on Classifiedsfor Shopper Card Holders

|F YOU...

Placeyour ad in these pages;
Present your Shopper Card; and
Pay for the ad at our offices,

you’ll enjoy a25% discount* AND haveyour ad appear freeof
chargein thePhuket GazetteOnline.

* Adsmay be submitted in person or online (phuketgazette.net/classifieds), but must
be paid for at the Gazette offices. The discount is not available through our agents.

The Phuket Gazette Co Ltd

YAMAHA NOUVO

2 scooters, automatic, 2
years old, 7,000km, in good
condition. Asking 37,000 baht
each. Please call for more
details. Tel: 01-3670991.

TIGER 120cc
2003, red, 3,000km, Givi
top box: 13,000 baht ono.
Tel: 01-0819775. Email:
vss@divecrew.com

1994 RANGE ROVER
Blue, 131,000km, everything
new. In perfect condition, all
extras. 4.2-liter, 8-cylinder
engine. Price: 420,000 baht.
Tel: 076-388-593, 07-893-
8747. Email: bigbhoudab@
hotmail.com

MITSUBISHI 4WD
Mid-2002 Mitsubishi Strada
2.8GLS. 4WD, 4-door with
Carryboy. 96,000km, excel-
lent condition throughout. Tax
and Tst-class insurance paid
until April. This car sells in the
showroom for 500,000 baht.
Asking 440,000 baht. Email
for photos. Can be viewed
from Wednesday, 4 Jan. Tel:
01-9565601. Email: binlid44
@hotmail.com

KIA SPORTAGE 4X4

Four doors, in fantastic condi-
tion, 81,000km. Price only
315,000 baht. Pls call for
more info. Tel: 09-2905594.

FORD EVEREST 4X4
September 2003, top model.
91,000km, 2500cc diesel
engine. Great condition, fully
serviced. Gold color, MP3
player, 7 seats (leather).
720,000 baht. Pls contact for
more info. Tel: 01-8922419.
Email: gitano@loxinfo.co.th

CHEAP JEEP

85,000 baht. Left-hand-drive
Willys Jeep with Nissan en-
gine. Fun car. Tel: 07-628-
0389, 07-9563529. Emial:
punsexysiam@yahoo.com

A1 CAR RENTAL

N\

21N

Cars, trucks, jeeps — fully
insured for rental. Best
prices for long-term rental:
12,000 baht - 20,000 baht
per month. Tel: 076-200-
900, 09-8314703.

LOW PRICE

Lowv price for long-term rent.
Many types of new cars,
with CD player and insur-
ance, and well maintained.
Pls contact for more info.
Tel: 01-6078567. Email:

suksavat@hotmail.com

MOTORBIKE

Good motorbike for rent at
only 2,400 baht a month or
700 baht a week. Pls con-
tact for more info. Tel: 076-
214794, 06-6837162. Email:
somthawin_pw®@hotmail.
com

NEW HONDA JAZZ

New Honda Jazz for rent.
Black, CD player, aircon, in-
sured. Low price for long
term. Pls contact for more
information. Tel: 01-415-
4043, 06-266434 3. Email:
neil_skeldon@hotmail.com

BP RENTALS

Mopeds for rent at 3,000
baht per month. Discount for
long-term rental. Good daily
rates. Tel: 09-4727304.

BP RENTALS

Suzuki Caribeans with full in-
surance for rent at 12,000
baht per month. Good daily
rates and helpful manage-
ment. Tel: 09-4727304.

PICKUP WANTED

Coming to Phuket end of
January and want to buy a
pickup in good condition, pref-
erably with 4 doors and
aircon. Send offer, picture and
phone number by mail. Email:
ericdekegel@belgacom.net

4WD PICKUP

Wanted to rent (from Janu-
ary to May 2006) or to lease
w/option to buy: 4-wheel-
drive pickup truck or Land
Rover with diesel engine, in
good running condition.
Please state age, mileage
and price wanted. A photo by
email would be helpful. Tel:
07-9745698. Email: micviet
@yahoo.com

REAR BUMPER

for 2003 Toyota Tiger 4X4
pickup. Will pay cash for genu-
ine Toyota bumper in good
condition. Tel: 01-8941994.
Email: tomkat@phuket.ksc.
co.th

MOBILE HOME
6-wheeler, Nissan engine.
145,000 baht. Pls contact for
more details. Tel: 07-628-
0389, 07-9563529. Email:
punsexysiam@yahoo.com

Please use this form to write your classified advertisement.
Then hand it to any of our agents.

B O O A O (2 1)

Classified ads are charged per line. Each line is 80 baht,
with a minimum of 4 lines (heading included) per ad.

All advertising must be paid for in advance.
Deadline for Wheels & Motors page: Saturday 12 noon.
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enhances the smile!
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