| ne 237 [
il i

qim |

| nydueer

Ny 1012 ug 7122 |

Rak Mak! Awards

More winners on page 20/
Yes, we love Phuket!

Tel: 076-261-695
Fax: 076-261-8E0%
vewwy. fagorthailand . co.th

o

linest inpt e Kirgdon >

w

Pa—

e

"Phuket Gazette

Volume 12 Issue 51

News Desk - Tel: 076-236555

December 17 - 23, 2005

Daily news at www.phuketgazette.net

20 Baht

The Gazette is published
in association with

TheNation
| INTHIS ISSUE |

NEews: Task force to blitz illeg-
al labor; PIMEX hailed a suc-

cess. Pages 2 & 3
INsiDE STORY: Freedom of the
Press? Pages 4 & 5

Arounbp THE ReaioN: Casting
the first stone in Khao Lak.
Page 8

ArRoOuUND THE IsLAND: Nuts
about choppers.  Page 11

LiresTYLE: Phuket is back,
and with some front.
Pages 12 & 13

TRrAVEL: Laos on two wheels.
Page 17

Goob Living: At Sam’s: an
enchanted evening. Page 19

SLURPY CHIRPY CHEAP EATS:
Comfortingly Num. Page 20

FirsT PERsoN: ‘Khao Lak is
not ignored,” says the TAT.
Page 27

Business: Bullish over post-
tsunami property; Money
Talks. Page 31

SporT: King’'s Cup Regatta
review; Darts; Run for your
life. Pages 32 & 33

PRrRoPERTY: Home of the
Week at Surin Beach; Con-
struction: Krissana Parkland;
Decor: Festive festooning;
Gardening. Pages 34-37

QuEeer NEews, ViTAL STATISTICS 6;
Arounp THE NaTioN 7; MoToRr-
ING 14; HapPeNINGS 16; WINE,
PHUKET DiaRY 18; Take A BREAK
21 & 22; OurTsipe IN, Books
23; Doven, HoroscoPes 24;
EARTH WaTtcH, THE Time Ma-
cHINE 25; EpITORIAL, LETTERS
26; Issues & ANsweRs 27; Com-
PUTERS, ON THE Move 28;
CuLassIFiEDs 38 - 47.

Gov helps search
for little Solitaire

By Shiona Mackenzie
& Anongnat Sartsiput

PHUKET: Governor Udomsak
Uswarangkura has assigned a
team to help Sascha and Pat-
chara“Riem” Meissmer investi-
gate the identity and where-
abouts of aEurasian-looking girl
in a photograph posted on the
Internet.

TheMeissmershbelievethe
girl in the picture may be their
daughter, Solitaire, who wasiden-
tifiedashavingdiedinlast year's
tsunami.

The Governor said on De-
cember 13, “Thegirl inthe photo
doesresembletheir daughter. We
are not sure who she is, but |
want to help the Meissmersfind
answers to their questions.

“TheRoya Thai Policeand
Phuket Provincewill co-ordinate
effortsto help them. Withthelo-
cal police we are now trying to
investigate when and where the
photo was taken, and what hap-
pened to the girl in the picture.

“We need to gather infor-
mation on the children processed
at the OrBorJor on December
27 and 28. Wewill check thelist
of passengers[evacuated by air]
with the Phuket Provincial Im-
migration Office and the Tham-
masat center on relevant dates
to see if there were girls of
[Solitaire’s] age on one of those
flights. If there were, the next
stepwill betofind out wherethey
are now.

“l do not think there has
been a mistake in the DNA
matching process, as a number
of different experts agreed that
the match [of a body identified
as being Solitaire, which was
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Solitaire Meissmer with her father Sscha, in a photograph taken
on Loy Kratong Day last year, just weeks before the tsunami.

later cremated] was 99.99%.
Nonetheless, the Thai Tsunami
Victim Identification (TTVI) unit
will set up ateam to re-examine
the case.”

TTVI Joint Chief of Staff
Pol Col Pornprasert Kanjanarin
said, “ To reassure the family, we
will look into the case again.
However, we have full confi-
dence in our [DNA matching]
process.”

Asked whether the original

DNA match might have been
from a family other than the
Meissmers, heresponded, “Inal
cases, we have what is called a
‘chain of custody’ at every point
inthe process and we have docu-
mented everything. We know
what samples were sent to the
lab when and by whom, so we
have confidence in the results.
“We can take a DNA sam-
ple again [from the Meissmers]
Continued on page 2

lmmigration
amingto
beef up staff
at alrport

By Sangkhae Leelanapaporn

PHUKET: Pol Col Chirdchai
Rattanametanon, the new Super-
intendent of the Immigration Of-
fice at Phuket International Air-
port, has applied for more offic-
ers in order to reduce tiresome
delaysin processing tourists.

Col Chirdchai told the Ga-
zette, “ | understand that there are
not enough Immigration officers
at the airport to process the vol-
ume of tourists, but | have a-
ready applied to my superior of-
ficer to have more officers sta-
tioned there.”

He said that there are cur-
rently about 50 officersmanning
immigration counters at the air-
port, but added that half of them
worked the day shift and the
other half worked the night shift.

“We have officers standing
by at both the arrival and the de-
parture counters, but inbound and
outbound passenger traffic totals
around 7,000 people aday at the
moment. We have nine arrival
and six departure counters, but
sometimes there are too many
people at the same time. We are
trying to solvethat problem,” Col
Chirdchai said.

“We aways serve children
and elderly people first,” he
added.

The move to speed up Im-
migration clearanceat theairport
followscriticism from tourists.

OneBritish visitor wroteto
the Gazette, “| arrived on Tues-
day, November 29 and waited
nearly an hour, the reason being
that there were not enough of-
ficers [on duty]. The Thai au-
thoritiesshould put on extrastaff
to speed up this process and cut
down thisannoying wait.”

NEXT WEEK: 56-page issue to mark the Tsunami Anniversary. Don't miss it!
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Tax forceO blitz |Ieg labor

By Anongnat Sartpisut

PHUKET: A task force of about
50 officers has been set up to
crack down on illegal labor in
Phuket.

Phuket Provincial Employ-
ment Services Office (PESO)
Chief Boonchock Maneechot
announced the crackdown follow-
ing a closed meeting on Decem-
ber 8 with Phuket Governor
Udomsak Uswarangkura and
new the Phuket Provincial Immi-
gration Office (PPIO) Superin-
tendent, Pol Col Prayut Chomma:
lee.

K. Boonchock cited poor
sanitary conditions at workers
campsand theincreasing violence
among illegal workersasthetwo
main reasonsfor the crackdown.

“When officershavevisited
the camps where foreign labor-
ers live, they have seen that the
workerslivein poor sanitary con-
ditions,” hesaid.

“We are looking at issuing
warnings to employers if condi-
tions at workers' camps are not
satisfactory.”

K. Boonchock said that
Phuket has 23,308 registered

alien workers, but he estimated
that about 30,000illegd aliensare
working on the island. He ex-
plained that the huge number of
illegal laborers was mainly the
result of employershbringing them

in from other provinces, chiefly
Ranong.

To help solvethe problems,
K. Boonchock explained, the
Ministry of Labor in Bangkok is
considering introducing another

Employers who do not look after the sanitary conditions in their Iabor camps ‘may get warnings’.

amnesty for illegal laborerstoreg-
ister — a period of amnesty was
offered last year — and making
health checks on foreign labor-
ersarriving from other provinces
mandatory.

“Phuket hasmany problems
with Burmese. For example,
there are Ya Khai Burmese mi-
nority group workersfrom Phang
Ngawho are now in Phuket. The
YaKhai in particular areviolent,
and often kill each other over dis-
putes,” K. Boonchock said.

He warned that some em-
ployersregistered [aborersin one
province but then moved them to
another provincewithout register-
ing the movement. Thisautomati-
cally —and immediately — meant
the laborers were working ille-
gdly.

“If employersneed to move
laborersto another province, they
must tell the PESO in their prov-
inceand ask permissionto do so,”
he said.

In response to the Gover-
nor’srequest for asolutionto the
problems, K. Boonchock told the
Gazette, hewill suggest using the
Governors Act of 1914, which
gives provincial governors the
power to arrest, control and pun-
ish in matters concerning illegal
labor.

To usethispower, aGover-
nor must first obtain permission
fromthe Ministry of Interior.

Home stay project aimsto aid tsunami relief

PHUKET: The Employers Con-
federation of Thailand (ECOT)
will launch a “home stay” pilot
project thismonthinabidto help
tsunami suffererslong-term.

“Theproject will belaunch-
ed on Koh Lone and at Cape
Panwa, Ao Makham, Khao K hat
and Baan Bo Rae. The idea is
that local people will welcome
foreignersinto their homessothe
visitors can learn about the local
culture and lifestyle. The locals
will deriveincomefor themselves
and their communities,” ECOT
Executive Director Siriwan Rom-
chatthong explained.

She said that the project is
intended to complement the Tour-
ism Authority of Thailand’'s “Be
My Guest” home-stay campaign
for tourists to enjoy home stays
in Phuket, Phang Nga and Krabi
from December 23 to 29.

Koh Lone will be the first
place to receive guests, with the
other sites being promoted after
surroundings have been im-
proved and local peoplehave been
trained, K. Siriwan explained.

KemchitraChatraporn, Na-
tional Consultant to the Interna-
tional Labour Organization (ILO)
Post-Tsunami Livelihood Recov-

A TR ol ]

ery inthe Tourism Sector project,
said that the project has been
funded by US$20,000 (about
827,000 baht) from the United
Nations Devel opment Program.

K. Kemchitra added that
thelLO haslaunched several pro-
jectsto support long-term recov-
ery in tsunami-hit areas, includ-
ing a course that started in July
that trained joblesshospitality and
tourism staff, so that they will
remain attractive potential em-
ployees.

Anyonevisitor interestedin
home stay should contact ECOT
at Tel: 02-2454310-4, Rawai
Tambon Administration Organiza:
tion (OrBorTor) at Tel: 0066 (0)
76-288651 orthelLOat Tel: 076-
249276, Email: pk_tsunami@
yahoo.co.th

Governor worksonriddle
of little Solitaire

From page 1

but not from the victim’s body,
which has already been cre-
mated.”

Mr Meissmer commented,
“1 am pleased that the Governor
andthe TTVI arewilling tolook
into thematter; 99.99%isstill not
100%, and | can't help wonder-
ing if there may have been a
DNA mix-up of somekind.”

K. Riemsaid, “On Decem-
ber 26, | held onto Solitaire as
tightly as| could, but the second
waveripped her out of my arms.
A friendlater told me he saw my
daughter being rescued. | have
long sensed that my daughter is
still alive somewhere, and when
| saw the picture [on the Inter-
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net], | felt more sure. We may
yet find her.

“1 can’t get the photo out of
my mind,” Mr Meissmer told the
Gazette earlier. “We cannot stop
looking for Solitaire now. If we
did, one day | might look at her
photo and ask myself, “Why didn’t
| look deeper into this?”

“Itisjust possible that the
girl inthat photo isour daughter,”
Mr Meissmer said. “We have to
do whatever we can to find out.
| don’'t want to reach age 50 or
60thinking | could havefound my
daughter years ago if only | had
tried harder.”

The photograph may be
seen at www.phuketremembers.
com/gallery/CIMG2608.jpg

Motor show at
Central Festival

PHUKET: Vehicles and motor-
ing accessories from more than
adozen car and motorcycle com-
panies are on show in Central
Festival Phuket’'s Grand Hall un-
til December 18, from noon to 8
pmdaily.

Machines on display at the
Phuket Motor Show On The
RocksincludeBMW, Ford, Hon-
da, Land Rover, Mitsubishi, Peu-
geot, Toyota and Volvo cars,
along with JRD, Kawasaki and
Yamaha bikes.

A Ferrari and aMaserati are
also on show, as well as vintage
motorbikes from Phuket’'s Baan
Anurak motorcycle museum.

A MissPhuket Motor Show
contest takes place on Decem-
ber 18, followed by concert —
“AliveElvis’.
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Layan Marina
construction
tostart
next month

PHUKET: Construction of the
1.7-billion baht Layan Marina
project will begin next month.

The Managing Director of
Layan MarinaCo, Nathaphut Na
Pathalung, confirmed on Decem-
ber 12 that the project, on 51 rai
of land at the north end of Bang
Tao Beach, is going ahead.

He noted, however, that the
start date has been put back in
light of developments on neigh-
boring pieces of land, most nota-
bly the parcel sold recently by
Hongkong & Shanghai Hotelsto
Indonesian interests.

These developments have
mandated design changes, he
explained

He said, “We have not yet
asked for a construction permit
from Mai Khao Tambon Admin-
istration Organization because
we are now about to embark on
co-branding talks with Grand
Hyatt, so the house and condo-
minium style has changed from
our original designs.”

K. Nathaput added that
there had been one more signifi-
cant change to the plan — berths
inthemarinawill beavailableonly
to those buying or renting homes
intheproject. This, heexplained,
is“becausewewould liketo pre-
servethe privacy and security of
residents’

— Anongnat Sartpisut.

PIMEX show rated a
SUCCESS; 12 boats sold

KOH KAEW: Asthe Phuket In-
ternational Marine Exhibition
(PIMEX) 2005 closed on De-
cember 11, exhibitors were in
buoyant mood. At least 12 boats
were sold during the show at the
Boat Lagoon, andinitial estimates
of solid sales achieved amount to
approximately US$4 million (160
million baht).

Dealers and brokers all re-
ported new contacts made and
strong leads to follow up from
serious buyers. “1 have not
stopped talking to seriousvisitors
sincethe show opened on Thurs-
day,” said a weary but elated
Craig Murphy of Sunseeker deal-
ers Max Marine Asia, at the
show’s closing party.

Nor was the upbeat mood
restricted to yacht sales. “We
have made better contacts here
than we have at other shows in
Asia,” said Jim Scott, General
Manager, West Australia, of Sea
Slip Marinas, adding that he be-
lieved Phuket wasthe best venue
for aregional show.

Along with every exhibitor
intheAustralian group, Mr Scott
confirmed that hewill be back for
PIMEX 2006. Australia’s Boat-
ing'sLeading Accessories(BLA)
also plansto return, with double
the booth space next time.

PIMEX also provided an
opportunity for local companies
and overseas exhibitors to net-
work in Asia's fastest-growing

German, 25, stabbed to death

PATONG: A 25-year-old Ger-
man man died early on Decem-
ber 11 of stab wounds received
in a furious argument with his
Thai girlfriendintheir rented room
on Nanai Rd.

Pol Lt Col Chawalit Niam-
wadee, of Kathu Police Station,
told the Gazette, “| received acall
from Patong Hospital at 4 am that
aman had been brought into the
emergency room, where he had
died of hiswounds.”

The dead man was identi-
fied as Anders Ochner. “He had
been stabbed once in his right
side and once in his upper chest,
and he had knife wounds to his
right hand,” said Col Chawalit.

“At the scene of the stab-
bing, | found Uthairat Poonchan,
21, from Nakhon Sawan, till hold-
ing a knife. There was blood on
thefloor.

“She told me that she and
Mr Ochner frequently had argu-
mentsabout thevictim’srelation-
ships with other women.

“She had used the knife to
protect herself, she said, because
he had hit and hurt her on previ-
ous occasions. She herself had
cuts to her fingers and her right
arm.”

Uthairat, he said, had been
arrested on a charge of man-
slaughter. Theinvestigation con-
tinues.

Cigarette
tax leaps

to 79pc

PHUKET: A proposal by the Ex-
cise Department to increase cigar
rette tax from 75% to 79% of the
factory price was approved by
the Cabinet December 6 and
came into effect the following
day.

Thai brand cigarette prices
rose by 5 or 6 baht a pack, while
foreign brands rose by 7 or 8
baht.

Under Thai law, tax on ciga
rettes may not exceed 80% of the
factory price.

The Phuket Excise Office
said that the price of cigarettes
in the province will not rise until
old stock is sold out, but the Ga-
zette has learned that several lo-

cal retailers have already imple-

marine leisure market. During
PIMEX eight new dealershipsor
agencies were established.
Among local marine prod-
uct exhibitors, Gareth Twist of
Yacht Solutions said, “We are
marketing new productsand have

had avery good response during
PIMEX. We will be back next
year.”

“Wedidn't closeasaledur-
ing PIMEX,” said Jeanette Skel-
ton of Royal Phuket Marina, “but
we met many people who were
planning to move to Phuket and
we were able to take them next
door to show them around.” Ms
Skelton said sheisconfident that
saleswill result.

“PIMEX has developed a
reputation asaseriousboating and
lifestyle show,” said Grenville
Fordham of ImageAsia, adding,
“While we are able to put more
boatsin the water than any other
regional show, we are not re-
nowned for surface gloss.

Just over 4,000 visitors at-
tended the show during four days,
2,300 of whom were registered
as trade visitors. “We are disap-
pointed that we did not reach our
target of 6,000 visitors,” said Im-
ageAsia sAndy Dowden during
his farewell party speech.

“However, we will keep
working on our marketing pro-
gram, targeted at Bangkok. This
is along-term approach, and we
are confident that it will eventu-
ally bring results.”

Visitors check out some of the spectacular boats on display.

mented the rises.

BE A CRYIN’ SHAME

if you miss the

PHUKET BLUES FESTIVAL

The Rich Harper Blues Band and 8 other superb acts

THIS WEEKEND!

(Friday & Saturday, December 16 & 17)
at the Hilton Phuket Arcadia Resport & Spa

MISSION HEIGHTS

Individually designed homes of character

300 M’ LUXURY HOUSE wWiTH 90 m’ POOL

INCLUDES LAND - BEAUTIFUL KITCHEN = AIRCONS.
9.95 Million Baht. COME & LOOK

For Personal Service Tel: 01-3444473 (01-8298101
Email: brian@missionheights.com
Check our website: www.missionheighls.com
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PULP FRICTION

n Phuket, the “veil of si-

lence” fell on November 25,

when Phuket Provincial

Commander Pol Maj Gen
Decha Budnampeth ordered of-
ficersat all levels, including sta-
tion superintendents, to stop re-
leasing case-specificinformation
to the media.

Gen Dechatold the Gazette
that not only does he intend to
uphold the order, but that he also
agrees with the new policy.
News conferences during which
suspects are paraded before the
press will be stopped and police
press conferences about criminal
cases will be a thing of the past
in Phuket, he said.

Not only werethe suspects
constitutionally protected rights
violated in such cases, but their
statements — either to the police
or directly to the media — often
changed once their cases
reached the court system. This
could effect the outcome of their
court trials, he said.

Gen Decha blames inaccu-
rate and unethical reporting by
both themediaand thepolice. The
maturity of individual police of-
ficers, and thustheir ability tore-
lease accurate and appropriate
information, varies from officer
to officer.

“The same appliesto mem-
bers of the press, some of whom
lack the education or experience
to report accurately and without
bias,” he said.

Evidence of biased and in-
accurate reporting can be seen
daily — in differing accounts of
the same story by different me-
dia, he added.

Gen Decha a so thinks that
in the past the police have been
given araw dea by the media,

Following a directive by national police chief Pol Gen Kowit Wattana, police nationwide
have been instructed to stop releasing details about cases still under investigation and
parading suspects and victims at news conferences, or allowing their photos to be

published by the press.

The media blackout has been lauded by activists as a long-overdue step to protect the
rights of victims and suspects who have yet to be found guilty by the courts, but the press
and television are finding it more difficult than ever to do their jobs.

The Gazette’s Sangkhae Leelanapaporn and Anongnat Sartpisut investigate.

who play up front-page news sto-
riesthat reveal the policeinabad
light — but relegate police
achievements to the back pages.
Such treatment has tended to re-
inforce a stereotype among the
public that the entire policeforce
isbad, hemaintains.

Limiting mediaaccesstothe
policewill better enable policeto
conduct successful investigations,
he said.

“Criminal suspects these
days are very smart — they fol-

the policeand cull other informa-
tion from other sources, such as
by interviewingvictims, their rela
tives and other witnesses.

From now on, the police
would asorelease[only] genera
information about cases, he said.

“You will not hear any de-
tailed information coming from
policemen’s mouths. | may re-
lease some information, but that
doesn't mean | will tell you ev-
erything.”

Photojournalists in Phuket

and that the officers on duty will
be punished if journalists contin-
ued to gain access to them. As
government reports, these are
classified asconfidentia, hesaid.

He also asked the Gazette,
rhetorically, why journalists con-
tinued to badger law enforcement
officiasfor follow-upinformation
on criminal cases still under in-
vestigation, but didn’t have the
courage to ask the courts for up-
dates once these cases reached
the legal system.

‘The constitution states that the people
have the right to information, so if they
deny us access to the news, they are

denying the public of a constitutional right’

Phuket Reporters’ Club Chairman, Perapong Pholpramu.

low events by reading the news-
papers and watching TV. If in-
formation about investigationsis
released, thismay help them know
what the police plan to do with
them [and they therefore evade
arrest],” he said.

He noted that the media
could still get general newsfrom
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will also seethe freedom of their
work curtailed in order to protect
therightsof victimsand suspects,
he added.

“Many timesthe press pub-
lishes photos of peoplewho have
been involved in road accidents.
In fact, those victims have the
right to sue if the pictures are
published without consent,” he
said.

From now on, the press
would haveto ask for permission
from the victimsto run such pho-
tos, he said.

When the Gazette asked
about the practice of some news-
papers of writing reports based
on information contained in the
daily policelogs, Gen Dechasaid
this too was an illegal practice,

CLASSIC & CONTEMPY
FURNITURE
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Gen Decha does not see
greatly curtailed mediaaccessto
police information as a threat to
the public’s “right to know”, be-
cause police actions are moni-
tored by the bureaucracy under
the direction of elected officials.

“We don't need to inform
the public through the media, be-
cause we aready have to issue
reports on every case directly to
the Governor, Police Region 8, the
Ministry of Interior and to the
PrimeMinister’'sOffice,” hesaid.

As for police re-enact-
ments, he said these would hap-
pen when necessary. “There are
two sides to every coin. If we
present suspects before a press
conference, most people agree
that it's good that the public be
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made aware of those people and
what they are alleged to have
done. Butisit redly fair if those
people have yet to be convicted
of any crime?’

In future, the decision on
whether or not to re-enact crimes
would be considered on a case-
by-case basis, and then only with
the permission of the suspect, he
said.

ayuth Mullam, a law-

yer with the SM Interna

jonal Law firm in Ka

ala and a law lecturer

at the Prince of Songkla Uni-

versity’sPhuket Campus, told the

Gazette that he agreed “about

50%" with the new police regu-
lations.

In aperfect world, thetime
to present defendantsin criminal
cases before the public is not af -
ter their arrest, but after they
have been convicted by a court
of law, he said.

“They shouldn’t arrange
press conferences after the ar-
rests, because in some cases the
court judge will throw out the
case for lack of evidence. There
have been cases in which it has
taken the court up to three years
before a case is thrown out for
lack of evidence. If that happens,
how can the family ever get their
good nameback?’ he asked, add-
ing that suspects could sue for
defamation in such cases.

K. Sarayuth thinks press
conferences should beallowed to
proceed only when thereisiron-
clad evidence against the sus-
pects, such as when they are
caught red-handed committing a
crime—and even then only when
the chances of the case being
thrown out arevirtualy nil.

He added that many of the
news conferences and re-enact-
ments in the past had occurred
because suspects were unaware
of their constitutional rights, and
that most police didn’'t bother to
inform them of these.

Among theserightsarethat
of asuspect to confer with alaw-
yer before undergoing police
guestioning, hesaid.

“Sometimes the media re-
port statements made by a sus-
pect only to find that these con-
tradict their testimony beforethe
court. Thiscan have abearingon
the outcome of thecase,” hesaid.

K. Sarayuth added that al-
lowing suspects to speak to the
media can sometimes help a
suspect’s case, however — such
asdrawing attention to their case
by claiming to the public that a
confession was made under du-
ress.

“ Sometimesthe policewant
tousethemediato let their supe-
riors, PM Thaksin or other politi-
cians know that they are doing a
good job — even if it violates a
suspect’srights,” he explained.

“Reporters sometimesdon’t
take suspects' rightsinto consid-
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Phuket Provincial Commander Pol Maj Gen Decha Budnampeth:
‘Some members of the press lack the education or experience to
report accurately and without bias.’

erationintheir rush to sell news-
papers. Some reporters don’t
know about suspects' rightsinthe
first place. | would encourage
them to pretend that one of their
own relatives was arrested by
police on false charges and pa-
raded before a press conference.
How would they feel about it
then?’ he asked.

ne of Phuket’'s most

ighly visible suspects

his year has been

Apichart Nooprod,

Chief of the Finance Division of

the Phuket Provincial Financial
Office.

He was charged with con-
spiracy to steal 2.05 million baht
in government tsunami relief
funds that went missing from
Phuket Provincial Hall on Febru-
ary 15.

Thecaseisstill under inves-
tigation, and K. Apichart has yet
to be charged with any crime.

Thought by many to be a
scapegoat, K. Apichart said he
disagreeswith the new policedi-
rective that would restrict media
accessto suspectswho, like him-
self, have yet to be charged with

acrime — let alone found guilty
of one.

“1f thereis no check on po-
lice work, how can they ever be
held accountable? Left to their
own devices, they will beableto
do whatever they want. That's
why | think themediashould have
the right to follow up on police
investigations,” he said.

he Phuket Reporters’

Club Chairman, Pera-

pong Pholpramu, told

the Gazette he doesn’'t
agreewith the new policy, which
he feels undermines the media's
role in reporting the truth accu-
rately to the public.

He said restricting media
access to the police hasonly led
to less accurate reporting, as
journalists now have to rely on
other witnesses and guesswork.

Thisasoincreasesthelike-
lihood of newspapersmaking mis-
takes and “getting into trouble”
as aresult.

He admitted, however, that
it has always been up to the po-
lice what information they want
toreveal: “| understand that they
have the right to give us what-
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Photojournalist Thongtuan Sukmuang: ‘I've been in the media for 30

years, and | have never experienced a time when the police have
denied access to the extent that they do now.’

ever information they want to
giveus,” hesad.

K. Perapong noted that the
police were hardly alone among
government agenciesthat restrict
media access to information.

“Currently, many other gov-
ernment officials take the same
approach, denying us the infor-
mation we ask for. They should
accept that government officials
and the media need to work to-
gether.”

K. Perapong said he found
it unreasonable for government
agencies to expect the media to
do publicrelationswork for them,
but then to deny media requests
for information by using the ex-
cuse that they need “to get ap-
proval at theregional level” first.

“Reporters have a duty to
keep peopleinformed about what
isgoing onin society... The con-
stitution states that the people
have the right to information, so
if they deny us access to the

Expert Property Advice
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news, they are denying the pub-
lic of a congtitutional right,” he
said. Although times are tough,
reporterswill persevere, he said.

“It isnow more difficult to
get accurate news for our read-
ers, but wewill continueto do our
best to present the public with the
facts,” he said.

rst-time visitors to the
Kingdom are often
shocked by the graphic
images of violence con-

witinle

connection

&

tained on the front pages of many
Thai-language newspapers.

One of Phuket’'s most ex-
perienced reportersis Thongtuan
Sukmuang, Andaman beat re-
porter and photojournalist for
Thailand’s best-selling Thai-lan-
guage daily paper, Thai Rath.

K. Thongtuan also seesthe
new policy as a way to restrict
public accessto information.

“I’ve been in the mediafor
30 years, and | have never expe-
rienced a time when the police
have denied access to the extent
that they do now.”

Hesaid that presenting sus-
pects before the media does not
automatically imply their guilt —
only a court of law can do that.
The mediahave aduty toinform
the public about who has been
arrested, and on what charges, he
maintains.

Likewise, he doesn't see
why media reports about cases
under investigation should affect
the outcome of those cases.

“Investigation is police
work. We don't try to interfere
with the course of an investiga-
tion, only to report about it accu-
rately,” he said.

He added that achieving
balanced and accurate reporting
depends not only on information
given by thepolice, but also from
other sources.

Defending the use of gory
accident and crime scene photo-
graphs, hesaid it should be up to
the pressitself to decide what is
ethically acceptable.

“Pictures showing the
dead? Don’'t we have right to
publish them?I think we do. How-
ever, in cases where minors are
involved, we choose not to. It
should be up to the media itself,
and should be done on a case-
by-case basis, with ethical con-
siderations,” hesaid.
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HOW TO GET TANKED

MUKDAHARN: With prices at
the pumps rising ever higher,
some people tend to forget that
even at 25 baht aliter gasolineis
one of the cheapest liquids avail-
able on sale anywhere — and is
still a good deal cheaper than
even the lowest-priced beers.

Perhaps that is why 31-
year-old farmer Sa-ngiam Jan-
long of Tambon Baan Khoke in
Mukdaharn hastaken to drinking
gasoline, rather than allowing it
to be uselessly burned in an in-
ternal combustion engine.

A TV crew from the Mun
Plaek Dee (That's Delightfully
Strange) show tracked down Sa-
ngiam to ask if they could film a
segment about his daily routine.
Sa-ngiam said he was glad to
oblige, asking them to go to a
nearby vendor for a bottle of
gasoline so he could demonstrate.

Theowner told thereporter
that he had stopped selling gaso-
lineto Sa-ngiam after learning he
had been drinking it. Undeterred,
Sa-ngiam simply took hisbusiness
elsewhere.

Battle of gasoline in hand,
the reporters returned to Sa-
ngiam’s home, where he poured
a tumbler of the stuff and pre-
pared to drink up for the camera.

Asked why he enjoyed
gasoline so much, Sa-ngiam said
that he had been drinking it for
two years. Hisnormal daily con-
sumptionisabout half aliter.

He said he drank gasoline
because he likes the strong taste.
Sometimes he mixed it with al-
cohol to get an extra kick. Sa-
ngiam said he had suffered noill-
effectsfrom drinking gasoline.

With the TV crew looking
on, he downed its contents.
“Saep!” (delicious), he said.

Dr Somsak Amornwiwat of
Samitiwech Hospital said that Sa-
ngiam’s habit put him at risk of a
number of life-threatening condi-
tions, including bone marrow can-
cer and leukemia.

“1f hedoesn’t stop drinking
right now he'll be dead in five
years,” he warned.

Sources. Modernine TV,
Daily News

VITAL STATISTICS:
PRIVATE CAR REGISTRATIONS JUMP 57.14%

Type of vehicle Nov 1, 2004 to Nov 1, 2005 to
Nov 30, 2004 Nov 30, 2005

Cars with capacity for 292 390

no more than 7 people

Cars with capacity for 7 11

more than 7 people

Pickup trucks 222 318

Meter taxis - -

Motorcycles 2,978 2,328

Source: Phuket Provincial Transportation Office

Wanvisa Santiwikranont collects her prize of a voucher for laser tooth-whitening treatment at
Promjai Dental Clinic from Gazette IT NManager Seubsak ‘Big” Sahaworapun for displaying the ‘We
Love Phuket’ sticker on her gold-colored Toyota.

Pridein Phuket campaign

Sucheep Akrasanee collects his prize of a two-night, three-day stay in a junior suite at the Laguna
Holiday Club from Phatsara ‘Yui’ Raktammakit, the Gazette's Classified Advertising Manager.

WARNING: SELLING ALCOHOL TO PERSONS UNDER 18 YEARS OLD IS ILLEGAL

When the tafte if peryect
[t can be the [Tart of a_friendfiip.




December 17 - 23, 2005

AROUND THE NATION

PHUKET GAZETTE [

Students shot In bus ambush

ne student was killed

and four othersinjured

hen an unknown

number of assailants

opened fire on a six-wheel truck

used as a school bus in Kan-

chanaburi’sLao Khwan District,
policesaid.

Krisada Phothong, 14, died
in hospital from six gunshot
wounds. He was one of some 40
students on the bus, which was
heading to schoolsin neighboring
Suphan Buri.

A school director said that
agroup of boyswho usually hang
off the back of the truck were
hiding insidethetruck onthisoc-
casion, which made him suspect
they were anticipating the attack.

Paliceinvestigating the case
said the shooting may have been
inreprisal for an earlier fight be-
tween some students who took
thebusand arival group of teen-

agers.

Market blaze: A fire raged
through an old market in Nong-
thong'sWiset Chai Chan Didtrict,
destroying more than 150 tradi-
tional shophousesat theriverside
community there.

Angthong Governor Wiboon
Sanguanpong said, “ The damage
isbeyond estimation, asthisisan
old community with great histori-
ca value.”

No casualtieswerereported
inthefire, which destroyed more
than 150 wooden houses. Those
left homeless sheltered at alocal
temple.

The blaze began in a shop
at around 2 am and took more
than six hours to extinguish be-
cause none of the dozens of fire
engines that responded to the
alarm was able to sgueeze into
the small lanes at the heart of the
market.

Mr Dengue Fever: More than
40,000 people have contracted
dengue fever and 76 have died
from the disease so far this year,
Public Health Minister Pinij
Charusombat said.

The South had the highest
rate of infections, with an aver-

Tl'IL [-"-l.ll.-tll ]'-.'ILL |‘.|l. R

Enjov splendid Cantonese

Monks at Wat Tham Yod Thong in Ratchaburi’s Pak Tho District wear helmets during prayers to
protect themselves from flying stones that come from blasting at a nearby stone mill and are

destroying the temple’s roofs.

The temple also suffers from a severe dust problem, and all but three monks have left as a result,

Abbot Phra Athikarn Virat said.

The day after this photograph was first published, the Governor of Ratchaburi ordered the temporary
closure of the mill and a subsequent investigation.

age of 128 patients per 100,000
people. At least 10,789 south-
erners contracted the disease and
17 peopleintheregion died from
it. The province of Nakhon Sri
Thammarat was worst hit, with
aratio of 292 victimsper 100,000
people.

Hedlth officialsintheregion
have been ordered to conduct
weekly operations to destroy
mosquitolarvaeand assigna“ Mr
Dengue Fever” to educate villag-
ers about the disease.

Theministry hopesto halve
the number of dengue cases next
year, eventhough 1.2 billion baht
has been cut from the ministry’s
budget for 2006, he said.

Orange crush: TheLand Trans-

port Department will offer a50%
discount on fares for people us-
ing itstransport services between
December 21 and 27.

Piyapan Champasut, the
department’s Director-General,
said the department would offer
tickets at half price because
many low-paid migrant workers
andtheir familieswill travel home
between December 21 and 27.

Estimates by the depart-
ment indicate that some 300,000
people would be on their way
home on December 29 and 30,
and that the number of travelers
should reach onemillionaday in
the first days of the New Year.

In co-operation with private
busoperators, the department will
also provide an additional 200
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buses along with itsregular fleet
to accommodate the larger num-
ber of expected passengers.

Shopper’s paradise: Young-
sters and shoppers will soon be
able to seek peace through the
Buddha steachings at Siam Dis-
covery Shopping Mall in Bang-
kok, whereapilot project will take
place, Culture Minister Uraiwan
Thienthong said.

Presiding over the “Moom
Sangob Pob Phra Dhamma”
(A Peaceful Corner to Encoun-

”
Exclysiv

Te
Y

ter the Lord Buddha's Teach-
ings’) project meeting, K. Urai-
wan emphasized that theideawas
not to draw people away from
temples — but to provide easy
access to Lord Buddha's teach-
ingswithin shopping malls.

“It's not about building a
temple in a shopping mall,” she
said.

“This will just be a 200-
square-meter space with aroom
in which to pray and practice
meditation, areading and listen-
ing room and alibrary with books
of the Lord Buddha steachings.”

Coughing it up: Smokers will
haveto pay afurther fiveto eight
baht per pack of cigarettes, asthe
government has decided to im-
pose a higher excise tax as part
of itsanti-smoking campaign.

Theexcisetax, raised from
75% to 79% with immediate ef-
fect, will raise up to three billion
baht inadditional annual tax rev-
enue for the country, Director
General of the Revenue Depart-
ment Utid Tamvatin said.

The tax hike will raise lo-
cally-made cigarettes by five to
six baht per pack, whileimported
cigarettes may rise by seven to
eight baht.

Among imported cigarettes,
Mild Sevensnow quotesthehigh-
est retail price at 60 baht.

“The tax hike, including
other health-promotion measures,
might reduce sales of the Thai-
land Tobacco Monopoly by 10to
12%,” K.Utid said.

Theincreasewill belauded
asanother victory for anti-smok-
ers following the Public Health
Ministry’s recent push to get
cigarettes removed from sight at
retail outlets.

Around the Nation news round-
up is sourced from the pages of
The Nation and Kom Chad L uek

newspapers.
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ANDAMAN
COASTING

By Franky Gun

y topicisadifficult

one, as it concerns

religion. | want to

make crystal clear

that it isabsolutely not my inten-

tion to start a witch hunt, hurt

anyone's religious beliefs and

feelings, or damage the reputa-

tion of any of the many tsunami

relief organizationsin Khao Lak.

| signed off Christianity

when | was 19 and very much

sympathize with Buddhism,

which | see as a philosophy of
liferather than astrict religion.

| was outraged when |
heard rumors from local people
that some tsunami relief organi-
zations would help local Thais
only if they converted to Chris-
tianity, and that some of the bap-
tism ceremonies would require
the convert to step on a Buddha
imageto prove hisor her change
of religion.

Having livedin Thailand for
14 years, | know how scrupulous
Thais are about anything that in-
volves Buddha statues and im-
ages, especialy where and how
high to place them.

| therefore found it hard to
believe that a baptism ceremony
in Thailand could involve such
ugly practices without causing
outrage within the Buddhist com-
munity.

It made me feel sick just
thinking about it, so | determined
to discover the truth behind the
tales.

One Thai woman, who
asked that her name be withheld
and that | not reveal her type of
business, told me that a Baptist

L2 N, A
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Monks on their yearly pilgrimage from south to north in honor of the King's birthday pass the Khao Lak

viewpoint.

All It takesisone
black sheep...

relief organization in Khao Lak
helped her with money to replace
her business, lost in the tsunami,
after converting her to Christian-
ity. Part of the “deal” was that
shewould attend church on Sun-
days.

In an effort to get her busi-
ness back onitsfeet again and to
repay loans from other sources,
she missed church a couple of
times.

“It was not alack of inter-
est or alack of belief in Christ,

=
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= TREETOPS

Membership is now available for

For more details please contact: Evolve@Spa Arasia
Email: spaf@ treetops-arasia.com

Tel: 076 271 271 ext. §9040.

but simply a lack of time,” she
told me. “1 needed to work Sun-
daysto keep my family alive.”
What happened next was
like a scene from a horror film.
According to the woman, mem-
bers of the Baptist relief founda-
tion came a number of times to
her business premises and
shouted at her, threatening to take
the donated business away if she
did not go to church on Sundays.
These were no idle threats.
When she missed one moretime,
they came back and stripped her
of her business, including bitsand
pieces of equipment she had
bought herself from money
earned during previous weeks.
She attempted suicide and
isnow receiving psychiatric help.
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Today, there are more than
36 tsunami relief organizations
active in Khao Lak, many of
them with Christian backgrounds.
During my interviews with rep-
resentatives of some of these or-
ganizations, thestory | heard was
completely different.

The overall message from
all those | spoke with was that
they would help unconditionally,
regardless of race and religion.
Each and every victim asking for
help would receive aid in equal
measure.

The gist was, “We can’t
force anyoneto become a Chris-
tian, as his or her heart must be
ready and open to receive Jesus.
If we were to put pressure on
people to convert them, they
would never become true Chris-
tians, and most likely would
sooner or later return to their
former religion anyway.

“So it would do no good;
only harm.”

Some Christian organiza-
tions have built houses for Mus-
lim people, who are still Muslims
today. The same goes for local
Buddhists.

At Pakping Church, located
at Khao Lak’s northern end, op-
posite the fresh market and bus
station, | saw a dozen local chil-
dren playing and having a good
time at the church’sdaycare cen-
ter. Not one of their parents had
converted to Christianity.

Asked about the baptism
ceremony, al the NGO represen-
tatives| spokewith said it would
include only aceremonial rebirth
in the pool of anearby waterfall,
along with recitations from the
Bible.

Questioned about the des-
ecration of Buddha images, ev-
ery representative denied that this
would be included in a baptism
ceremony.

One, however, did tell me,
“Yes, thiswasthe practice of one
organization. | can't remember
their name, but they are not in
Khao Lak any more.”

DREAM

It is plain to me that most of the
tsunami relief foundationsreally
do good and help people. With-
out their support Khao Lak would
not be where it is today.

Yet | still had my doubtsre-
garding the conversions. | had a
dream recently that seems to
have cleared thefog abit, for me
at least:

A Tha woman was sitting
next to me on a wooden bench,
near a stream in the forest.

She said to me, “When |
needed help themost, when | was
broken, the Jesus people came
and made me feel | was being
taken care of, and was loved.
They gave me shelter, they re-
built my house and they fed my
family. Who would blame mefor
following their spiritual path to-
day?’

She then disappeared. |
awoke shortly afterward, and was
able to remember the dream.

But | leave it to the reader
to make up his or her own mind
about the conversion controversy.

Whatever thetruth, | would
strongly advise against pointing
fingers at people who came here
to help, and who evidently did
bringrelief.

Black sheep can be found
everywhere. Unfortunately, it
takes only one to mess up the
reputation of the entire flock.
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The HeliThai Eurocopter Squirrel taking off from Boat Lagoon.

Takingaride
on a Squirrel

By Anongnat Sartpisut

hat Phuket's vistas are

beautiful is beyond

doubt, but wouldn’t it be

nice to see the island
from afresh perspective? A new
company, HeliThai, isnow offer-
ing sightseeing trips that give a
bird's-eyeview of Phuket, Phang
Ngaand Krabi —from a helicop-
ter.

Andre Salti, aformer Euro-
copter Chief Inspector Pilot and
one of HeliThai’sthree partners,
told the Gazette, “ Theideacame
to me years ago, when | was de-
livering helicopters to a govern-
ment agency in Thailand. Flying
over Phang NgaBay and Phuket,
| thought the views were among
the best 1'd ever seen and |
wanted to share the spectacle
with others.

“HeliTha aims to bring a
new dimension to Phuket’s tour-
istindustry. Guestsintheidand’'s
many four- and five-star hotels
expect to experience something
here that can aso be found else-
where in the world. Phuket war-
rants international-level ser-
vices.”

The helicopter, an air-con-
ditioned Eurocopter Squirrel, has
a maximum speed of 120 knots
or 222kmh, arange of 700km and
can carry five passengersin ad-
ditiontothepilot.

The company employsthree
full-time pilots, who arequalified
and experienced, trained by
Eurocopter and certified by the

Thai Department of Aviation. Mr
Salti said, “The pilotswork on a
rotation basis because there's a
limit to how many hoursthey may
fly inaday.”

Mr Sdlti lovesbeing up there
inahelicopter: “Flyingin aheli-
copter is the best feeling in the
world. | suspect our customers
will enjoy it asmuch as| do, too.
When you see something from
thewater or from the ground and
then you see it from the sky, it's
completely different. Fromabove,
ina helicopter, flying Sowly, you
get a gorgeous 180-degree pan-
orama.”

PHOTOGRAPHY

The company was founded in
April thisyear by three partners:
Thidg Maithai, Managing Direc-
tor of Thai Flying Service and
Thai Flying Helicopter Service;
Nigel Watson, a helicopter con-
sultant; and Andre Salti. It offers
aerial photography and filming,
aerial reconnaissance for real
estate, medical evacuation, and
hotel-airport transfersin addition
to sightseeing tours.

HeliTha’sMarketing Man-
ager, Frederique Salti, said, “We
have had photographers fly with
us. We were able to fly very low
— at about 100 feet — so they
could take very clear photos. A
helicopter flight is very flexible
compared with that of [fixed-wing
aircraft].”

About the medical evacua-
tion service, Ms Salti said, “For

insurance reasons, we must col-
lect a doctor from the Bangkok
Phuket Hospital beforeflying out
to alocation to rescue anyone.

“Our Phi Phi tour is espe-
cially interesting,” she added, “be-
cause, as it departs from Phuket
International Airport, it coversa
little bit of Phuket and Phang Nga
Bay as well as the Phi Phi Is-
lands.”

HeliThai currently runsthree
tour packages, each for a mini-
mum of four people:

* Phuket (Airport, Bang Tao,
Patong, Kata-Karon, Surin, Nai
Harn, Chalong). Duration: 20 min-
utes. Price: US$135 per person
(about 5,570 baht).

* Phang Nga (Airport, “James
Bond Island”, Koh Yao Yai and
KohYao Noi). Duration: 30 min-
utes. Price: US$200 per person
(about 8,249 baht).

* Phi Phi (Airport, Chalong Bay,
Koh Kai, Phi Phi, Koh Yao Yai
and Koh Yao Noi). Duration: 45
minutes. Price: US$300 per per-
son (about 12,374 baht).

Flights are available be-
tween 8:30 am and 4:30 pm,
seven daysaweek. The helicop-
ter may also be chartered for
US$1,600 an hour or US$4,800 a

day.

For more information, contact
the company at The Plaza, Boat
Lagoon, 23/114 Thepkrasattri
Rd, Koh Kaew. Tel: 076-273-
464 or 01-9262102. Email:
info@helithai.com. Website:
www.helithai.com

...almost a museum

Asian paintings, antiques, Chinese furniture,
rugs and ceramics.
Exceptional collection of Chagall, Dali, Picasso
and Warhol.
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Horse Saddled Dali,
With Time Surrealist Piano

Dal,

Space Venus

Beautiful Christmas presents from F"aintings
to Designer Jewellery.....
Presents to last a life time

Mobility
of Time

37, 39 Rasada Road, Taladyai,
Muang, Phuket, 83000.
Tel: 076-211122,211133

Fax: 66 76 256 726 ;
www.soulofasia.com =7
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Riviera main
vachis lor charmer

Discover exolic destinations

in air-conditioned lixury

Enjoy 3-star service and dining

Irom our hosiesses

o game fishing, snorkeling or simply enjoy
Phukers idyllic scenery

e R 0 E

For infermation and reseratons,
call pur sales affice,
ocated o the Boal lagoan an
IT6230T0 or 018943234

WWW. WA TS5 COm

WATERFRONT
RESORT
RAWa/

TRADITIONAL CHRISTMAS EVE
DINNER BUFFET

WITH LIVE MUSIC
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24"

5'10 F‘ql'l'lq-
Adult 850 Baht. Reservations 09-7285304
_ Kid a Bah

L 8 8 & 8 & & &

SALT-WATER POOL
ALL NEW-GREAT FUN

CHRISTMAS DAY LIVE JAZZ MUSIC 4-8 p.m.

CHILDREN & FAMILIES WELCOME
SPECIALIZING IN WEDDINGS, BANQUETS,
BIRTHDAYS, LUNCHEONS

[Location 2.6 kilometers south of Chalong Circla)
help@friendshipbeach.com “v

View Thailand’s
LARGEST
portfolio
of
Classified Ads—
more than 3,500
of them —
and
place your ad

FREE!
(most categories)

See the
Phuket Gazette
Online at

www.phuketgazette.net
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Fly Etihad to Abu Dhabi and beyond.
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. Giararem, Mumich, Brussels, Jeharmes bung and Torosne sia Abu Dhab,
wll e treated as a quimal and ndt sl & passEngEr O reservalions or more detsils, st yoer
¥ ricall us on 02 253 0099
ey [5had Alrwees, e Mationsl Adize of the United Arab Emirates wvoted = World's Leadmg Few Arkne ~ at the Warld Travel fserds A |-_I'_i||.1|_|.1i|u._-|:.'=. Lam
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By Jeff Heselwood

he new Audi Q7 luxury

4x4 is an extremely

smart piece of kit, al-

though for how long it
will remain badged asaQ7iscur-
rently in dispute.

Apparently Nissan, which
lays claim to the Q-prefix, nota-
bly in North America with its
highly successful luxury Q45 se-
dan, has filed suit against the
German manufacturer. Industry
insiders anticipate an out-of-court
settlement from Audi, which
could run to many thousands of
dollars.

Based, inevitably, on the
sameplatform asthe Volkswagen
Touareg and Porsche Cayenne,
the Q7 offers just a little more
comfort and refinement than the
VW, yet it is not as pricy as the
Porsche.

Configured to accommo-
date either five or seven passen-
gers, the Q7 is extremely versa-
tile; inthefive-seater mode, it can
boast aload of a huge 775 liters
—the best in its class.

Although in some markets
a4.2V8FSl isavailable, itisthe
3.0 TDI that will find favor in
Asia. This common rail diesel
offers adequate power and im-
pressivetorque: 233bhp (174Kw)
and 500Nm respectively. Audi
claimsa0-100kmh sprint time of
just 9.1 seconds — not bad for a
luxury SUV —whilethetop speed

N e Mu—o.f
a1 39

© @®®prestaurant 346

phuket Bd 946-348, 1 min from Robinson, Phuket
3 - -

ThaiCard membarship:

Your key to finding extra value in Thailand!

is a healthy 216kmh. A diesel
particulate filter is standard and
the Q7 comfortably meets the
stringent Euro 4 emission regula-
tions.

Much of the suspension is
aluminum for improved wheel
control, particularly off-road,
while adaptive air suspension is
an option. The combination of air
suspension and el ectronic damper
control gives the best of both
worlds, on- or off-road. Usingthis
combination, the ride height can
be varied from 165mm to amas-
sive 240mm, whileaknob onthe
dash selectsthe desired mode, be
it sports or comfort.

Bz OFE 21h 334

www_thalcard.net
irde thaicand. net

RS

Audacious

As you would expect in a
4x4 of thisquality, thevery latest
electronic gizmos are fitted, in-
cluding ABS with brake-force
distribution and brake assist, trac-
tion control, an € ectronic stabili-
zation program (ESP) and an
electronic differential lock. The
ESP incorporates a system
whereby if thedriver brakeshard
it suddenly it switches on the haz-
ard flashers to warn following
traffic.

Thereis also a hill-descent
control which prevents the ve-
hicle running away on steep de-
clinesand aroll-over sensor that
applies the brakes if a critical
point isreached during tight ma-
neuvers.

Vehicles such as the Audi
areoften used totow trailers, and
the ESPincorporatesatrailer sta-
bilizer to prevent thetrailer or box
swaying at speed. Anyone who
has experienced the high-speed

Indian Restaurant

For free tran Jpart
in Patong call ug,

trailer-taking-over sensation will
know just how frightening thiscan
be, and any system that takescare
of theproblemisto bethoroughly
welcomed.

Further electronicinterven-
tion comesintheform of an adap-
tive cruise control with a radar-
assisted distancereader. Thiscan
now control distance and speed
anywhere between zero and
200kmh and will brakethevehicle
to a stop if necessary. The sen-
sor, located behind the front li-
cense plate, takes continuous
measurements determining
whether the distance and speed
in relation to the car ahead have
changed. It will then adjust the
speed accordingly, either accel-
erating or braking as is deemed
necessary.

The collision warning sys-
tem built into the cruise control
has a range of up to 180 meters
and will warn the driver of an

impending shunt, first by sound-
ingawarning signal, together with
avisual display onthe dashboard,
and secondly — if the driver has
not reacted — by triggering a no-
ticeable warning jolt and apply-
ing the brakes. Thejoltisto alert
the driver to an imminent prob-
lem.

Safety, as you would ex-
pect, isof paramount importance
withinavehiclelikethe Q7; Audi
has provided two-stage front
airbags, front sidebagsand afull-
length air curtain that covers the
entire side window area includ-
ing the third row of seats. Belt
tensioners and force limiters are
fitted to the front seatbelts.

Although the Audi Q7 will
not come cheap, it appearsto of-
fer everything youwould require
in aluxury off-roader and more.
Launched earlier this year at the
Frankfurt show, deliveriesshould
begininearly 2006.

A
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The Phuketnia Co.. Ltd,

Tel'Fax: D76-202173
Ermail: phukstniagyatoo com

The Phuketnia

High guality modern design bor Brightening ug your like and Home

Room fashionable and Created a line of merchandise that s
distinctive In design

46/ 202-205 Moo 5, Prabararmee Rd.
T, Kathu, A, Kathw. Phuket. 83120
Thailamd
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R <> Answers
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REMBF
Bangkok | Phuket Chiang Mai

Special promotion
7 000 PROMJAI DENTAL CLINIC
> B Bypass ¢ 076 261836-7, 0b <551 0949 WWW.SIAM-LEGAL.COM
Ends: 28 Feh 06 wvwepromipidental-com i

g SIAM INTERNATIONAL LEGAL GROUP

PTERHATIORAL 41-9 Rat-L-Thil 200 Pes Rosd, Paleng Besch, Kathu, PFhukat

Bangkok & Phuket Services

PROFESSIONAL LEGAL SERVICES « Company Set-up
« Visa Work Permit

FREE!! 20 PAGES REPORT « Legal Advice

: “BUYING LAND OR CONDO" + Investigation
HHSM%EHH&HTM,M Tol: 076-345277
Two bedrooms, swimming peal, [acuxxi, sala, 217sqm =
E=mill; grphansu @ yaloocom PROPERTY LAW EXPERTS:

Tel: (1-3360563, O1-¥5H2030 TITLE SEARCH, RAFT CONTRACT, LEASE AGREEMENT, COMPANY REGISTRATION TO OWN LAND, VILLA, HOUSE OR CONDD

WHERE EASTERN STYLE MAKES
WESTERN D;LJGHT
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» Developed by Robert Yai

For more information:
Tel: +66 76 355 694 5 info@layanmarina.com sale@layanmarina.com www.layanmarina.com
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Above, Privy Councilor and Statesman HE Gen Prem Tinsulanonda,
chaired a recent meeting of the Bangkok Bank Advisory Board in Phuket.
He is pictured being greeted on arrival at Trisara by the resort’s General
Manager, Anthony Lark.

Left: Dr Kantima Kunjara (3 from right) Director of Corporate Commu-
nications and representative of UBC dealers in Southern Thailand, recent-
ly visited the media in Phuket and also handed out soccer balls to students
of Baan Sai Nam Yen School, at the Phuket Graceland Resort & Spa.

SWEDISH SYMPATHY: Eva-marie Pettersson (left) and her team from the Kungshogs-
skolan in Ljungby visited Baan Kamala School on December 1. The Swedish school,
which has already given musical equipment, this time presented gifts from students to
their counterparts in Kamala, as part of a European Union project, School Help School.
Also pictured is the Baan Kamala School Director, Preecha Puenrak (2" from left).

FOR FATHER: Kanlayapa Panich, Upper Southern Thailand Sales Mlanager of Thai Airways,
presents Dr Prasit Koeysiripong with a gift for being awarded the title of Phuket’s Good Dad,
on November 24, at the launch of the airline’s new campaign, ‘Spoil Your Dad in December’.

— F . o=l
DEFINITELY BAZAAR: Officiating at the grand opening of the Andaman Bazaar,
the high-end lifestyle and entertainment center at Club Andaman Beach Resort
on December 1, were (from left) the Chairman of August Asia Consulting Pte
of Singapore, Lt Gen (Rtd) Ng Jui Ping; Sainamyen Co Managing Director Sommai
Phasee; and Toshio Mizuki.

ACCESSIBLE: Pictured at the grand opening of the Access Pool Resort & Spa on
December 1 are, from left, Mirage Creation Account Executive Wariya
Jinnatanapong; Kongsak Chunharatchapan, General Manager (Marketing) of The
Andaman Group; Access Pool Resort & Spa General Manager Phonasi Charoensri;
and Spa Manager Kanya Norkan.

EXPOSE YOURSELF/ to 30-35,000 visitors a day! —

A Phuket Gazette website banner is your window to the world. Can you afford BlifT to have one?
Ask Anna or Koy for detaills. Tel: 076-236555 Emall: anna@phuketgazette.net
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Around northern
Laos on abike

n need of adventure and
fresh air? What better than
amountain-biketrip to north
ern Laos? Joining an orga
nized tour with aback-up vehicle
and plush accommodation was
oneoption, however thetiming did
not suit. Instead, with safety is-
suesinmind, | arranged for alo-
cal guide to take me on a 10+-
day mountain circuit notourist had
cycled, carrying my own gear and
dleeping in guesthouses.
Day 1: Flew direct from
Bangkok to Luang Prabang. As-
sembled my bikeand met my two
humorous 24-year-old Lao cy-
cling companions, T and Kamlet,
and two trekking guides, Khamu
and Hmong. | was “Papa’ from
Day 1 — fair enough since I'm
55, but more on this later. The
language of Laosis very similar
to Thai and the Lao people all
watch Thai TV.
Day 2: Endured an eight-hour bus
rideto Phonsavan, crossing three
mountain ranges in cloud. At
1,500m — cold! | made my first
mistake of riding the 5km from
bus station to guesthouse on the
wrong side of the road, forget-
ting we werein aformer French
colony.
Day 3: Covered 85km. Undulat-
ing partly off-road, ride to the
Plain of Jars, visiting the three
fascinating 2,000-year-old stone
jar sites. Evidence of US bomb-
ing everywhere. Thisplainisvast
—filled with cattleand horses, and
reminding me of my younger days

TALES

TRAVELER

By Harry Usher

onafarminthe Scottish Borders.
Day 4: Rode 65km. A gentle,
road trip to Muang Kham — a
Hmong village — and beyond, to
visit hot springs and one of the
many foreignad-fundedirrigation
projects servicing glutinous rice
production. Sticky rice is the
staplefood in Laos.

Day 5: 87km. Up and up non-
stop for morethan 35km, followed
by upsand downsand then aglo-
rious descent of 20km to a
guesthousein Nam Nuan with no
hot water and lousy food. T fell
off his bike at about 40kmh dur-
ing the descent and miraculously
escaped with only agrazed thigh
and abroken pedal. That night our
kneeswere stiff and my “counter-
pain” was put to good use by all.
Beer Lao had a better effect,
though.

Day 6: Did 66km. Up and down
on apicturesquerough track lined
with wild flowers, to Vieng
Thong. Following the source of
the Kham River, we passed
through many Blue Hmong and
Khamu villages, always accom-
panied by idyllic background
sounds of cow and goat bells —
very like the Swiss Alps. Out of
theblue, in contrast, ahuge, new

On the
road, the
Plain of
Jars, and
a Hmong
weaver.

articulated truck passed uson its
way to Vietnam to bring back
modern goods.

Day 7. 25km. A rest day, spent
visiting hot springs and villages
and drinking Beer Lao.

Day 8: Another 74 km com-
pleted. An easier day through a
National Park, mainly down a
steep-sided valley to a little
guesthouse at Meuang Sup Hu-
ang wherewe bathed intheriver.
Day 9: 51km. Passed through
about 20 more villages to a
guesthousein Vieng Kham over-
looking the River Ou. By thistime
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| was getting alittle bored of eat-
ing rancid vegetable soup with
sticky ricethreetimesaday, so |
ate Maggi noodles instead. By
thistime my faeceswereturning
green!

Day10: 48km done. Another
easier day in hot sunshine and
beautiful mountain scenery, when
suddenly, on rounding a corner,
instead of another Hmong village
we found ourselves in the small
town of Nong Kiaw, surrounded
by backpackers. Stayed in a
comfortable guesthouse and vis-
ited the huge limestone cave
nearby which had sheltered lo-
calsfrom USbombing.

Day 11: 148km. A long and
mildly undulating trip back to a
comfortablecolonia villa-turned-
guesthouse in Luang Prabang,
with a hot shower. By this time

TEL: O7:

22/83 VANICH PLAZA LAUNGPOR RD..
T. TALADYAIL, MUANG. PHUKET 83000
TEL: O76-222515 Fax: 076-222380

BOVE Moo 1, T, ANGTHOMG, SAMUI,

all the“ counterpain” wasfinished
and “Papa’ was in front of the
pack waiting for T and Kamlet!
Day 12: Cycled round the fasci-
nating UNESCO World Heritage
Site of Luang Prabang with
something to see at every turn.
UNESCO isfunding therestora-
tion of French colonial buildings
here, which mix elegantly withthe
King'sPalace, and the many col-
orful temples and gardens.

Our overall speed on this
cycling trip varied from 6kmh
uphill to 55kmh downhill. Wetrav-
elled from 9kmh per day on hilly
areasupto 16kmh onthelastiong
day, alowing for lunch and photo-
taking stops.

More than an adventure in
cleanmountainair, | experienced
the beauty of Laosand itsequally
impressive peoplefirst-hand.

W Wy W

Mobile Extension (GSMCDMA)
In Office mobiiity with Bluetooth

SURATTHAMI B4140
TEL; O77-426194 Fax: O77-426198
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restaurant manager

recently told me he

wanted to change

from oneof hisChar-
donnays in preference for an-
other. In hiswords, the wine he
plans to discontinueis “too an-
gular and non-integrated”; he
said he prefers the other wine
because “it is much more re-
fined and generous’.

After hearing his reasons
for the change, | found myself
reflecting on how wine lovers
tend to attribute human form or
personality to wine in describ-
ing them.

With the restaurant
manager’s words fresh in my
mind, | pored over somereviews
in apopular wine magazine.

The magazine'scriticsre-
viewed and described wines us-
ing words such as vibrant, el-
egant, fat, focused, riveting, deli-
cate, classy, rich, well-defined,

graceful, understated, austere
and lean.

Some of the writers' de-
scriptors were overtly sexual:
racy, tight, yielding, penetrating,
and “keeps you coming back for
more”’ . Some descriptors seemed
poetic: “an iron fist in a velvet
glove'.

Others, however, seemed
silly: “onthe plump side, yet fili-
greed, but a breath of freshness
sweeps in on the finish”. One
writer seemed to have run out of
ideas and simply wrote “tons of
flavor”.

| supposeitiswine'spower
to evoke emotion that prompts
wineloversto speak about wines
as if they were people rather
than beverages.

The perplexing thing about
these anthropomorphized wine
descriptorsis, even though they
tell you nothing about what wine
actually tastes like, they convey

WINE

By ‘Steven Roberto

a complete and immediate im-
pression.

In contrast, winemakers
and food scientistsare taught from
day one to avoid anthropomor-
phizing and instead speak of wine
solely in quantitativeterms.

A winemaker would never
say a wine tastes “vibrant” or

Getting to the bottom of wine's sex appeal

“racy” but rather would say “has
ahigh degreeof citrusflavor, es-
pecialy lemon”.

The reason professionals
don’'t anthropomorphize is they
need quantifiable and reproduc-
ible descriptors.

You can train someone to
accurately recognize and quan-
tify the taste sensation of, say,
raspberry, in awine, but you can-
not teach them to do the same
for elegance.

As a result, the wine de-
scriptors of professionals can be
boring and don’t translate well to
the consumer.

Looking at my own notes
from arecent wine dinner, | de-
scribed awineas: “ Brilliant ruby
color, medium body and al cohoal,
high acidity, astrong primary taste
and aroma of blackberry, with
secondary flavorsof black cherry
and crushed dried violet. Short
finish and soft tannin.” My notes

exactly describe the wine, but
might put someone to sleep
when compared with theimagi-
native and inspired descriptors
foundin magazines.

Wine creates feelings in
the heart, as well as tastes on
the tongue, so it is perhaps no
wonder people want to give a
human essence to wine by de-
scribingitin humanterms.

To all wine lovers | say
this, go ahead and tell it likeitis
— if a wine seems racy and
naughty, it'smorefunif you say
so, and everyone will under-
stand.

Steven Roberto is a wine-
maker and restaurant con-
sultant from California. He is
the Managing Director of en-
Vision Phuket, a Phuket-
based wine importer and con-
sultant. Email: stevenroberto
@lycos.com

Phuket EventsDiary

December 15-26: Exhibition of
original contemporary oil
paintings. World of Paintings
Gallery and Watermark Bar and
Restaurant present an exhibition
of contemporary abstract oil paint-
ingsby threeartists. Thevenueis
the Watermark Bar and Restau-
rant at the Boat Lagoon.

The painters are: Simon
Cohen, whose works are a
“...complex style of intoxicating
spiritual abstraction”; Suthirak,
who uses bold primary colors,
heavily applied by trowel and
brush, as well as mixed-media
experimentation; and Makphat,
whose works are described by
onecriticas”...richly textured and
highly effective’.

Open from 10 am until 10
pm.

For further information con-
tact Jay at Tel: 04-0567451 or
Email: worldofpaintings@hotmail.
com

December 16-17: Phuket In-
ternational Blues Festival.
Hosted by the Hilton Phuket
Arcadia Resort and Spa, the
headliners are the Rich Harper
BluesBand (US), and Victor and
Kyla Brox (UK). They will be
supported by five Thailand-
based bands, including Soi Dogs,
Cannonball and The Blues Ma
chine. Ticketsare 1,000 baht for
oneday; 1,600 baht for both days;
and 3,000 baht for atwo-day VIP
pass.

Thefestival ispresented by
the Phuket Gazette and Hotel
Travel.com

Go to the website www.
phuketbluesfestival.com for fur-
ther details.

December 19-20: Phuket In-
vitational Superyacht Ren-
dezvous. The Phuket Invita-
tional isan exclusive superyacht
rendezvous held every Decem-
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ber. Regular features of the ren-
dezvous are a fun sailing event,
afternoon cocktail parties on
board the participating vessels,
and agaladinner party, complete
with superb buffet and live en-
tertainment.

For more information con-
tact Tim Rice or Duncan
McGregor at Tel: 076-340406 or
076-340932, or visit the website
www.phuket-invitational .com

December 20-January 10,
2006: 1,000 Faces of Phuket
Photo Exhibition. Anexhibition
of images taken by 12 photogra-
phers from the Phuket Photo
Club, held at the Holiday Inn
Phuket.

Theexhibition, described by
theorganizersas”...themultiple
visionsof redlity of thosewho see
the island through a lens’, will
also offer selected worksfor sale,
with proceeds going towards Ban

Nana, ahome for street-children
in Mae Sai, Chiang Rai.

For moreinformation, con-
tact Ten Achiravit at Tel: 01-
9862547 or Email: churmung@
yahoo.com, K. Danai at Tel: 01-
8953709 or K. Asneeat the Holi-
day Inn at Tel: 09-4504512.

December 26: Tsunami Me-
morial events. Many ceremo-
nieswill beheldin Phuket, Phang
Nga and Krabi Provinces, to
mark one year since the disaster.

Details will be published
next week.

December 30-January 1:
Greenspirit New Year Festi-
val 2005. See 2006 in with a
three-day psytrancefestival at Na
Thai inKrabi.

Enjoy an international and
national line-up, a free camping
area, foodstalls and bars.

For moreinformation, con-

SYSTAR PLACE WITH REASONABLE PRICES =
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tact Tel: 01-8940208, Email
info@greenspiritkrabi.com, or
visit www.greenspiritkrabi.com

January 27-31: QBE Phang
Nga Bay Regatta. The ninth
year of this fun regatta around
Phang Nga Bay to Phi Phi and
back to Phuket. Asalways, it will
take place over the Chinese New
Year with theregistration and the
opening party on Friday, January
27, followed by racing around
Phang Nga Bay over the next
four days, ending back in Phuket
on the following Tuesday. The
racing will take the fleet to Koh
Yao, Krabi and back to Phi Phi
before the final dash to Phuket.
For further information contact
Tom Howard at Tel: 01-7971120
or by email to: tom@sea-
phuket.com. Race and party no-
tices will be posted on the
organization's website, www.
bayregatta.com
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Andy Johnstone

Sam’s Steaks
& Grill

nd lo, it came to pass
that intherun-up tothe
“festive season”, Din-
ing Out visited Phu-
ket's very own Bethlehem — or
should that be Bedlam?— Patong.

The parallels are there, if
onelooksclosely enough: hordes
of people making a migration —
althoughfor their holsrather than
a census; some accommodation
islittle better than a stable; low-
ing cattle run amok — and there
are more than a few asses.

The chances of finding a
virgin, or indeed three wise men,
are somewhat reduced from all
those years ago.

| also wonder what the gifts
of the 21% century Magi would
be in Patong. A bargirl, Viagra
and a bottle of Happy Endings
massage oil ?

Patong has more than just
the one star, but one of the bright-
est initsdining and accommoda-
tion firmament is Holiday Inn
Resort Phuket.

TheHoliday Inn, which re-
opened itsrefurbished mainwing
on November 1, staggered the
opening of its restaurants be-
tween then and now.

One of the more recent to
reopen is Sam’'s Steaks & Grill,
and one would probably not rec-
ognize it from last year because

Ka]im Seaview
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A rare and Adventageous treat

the redevel opment of the hotel
— particularly the ground floor
— has been extensive.

Accompanied by not one
but two dining companions, one
of them F&B Director Sakda
Vareeporn, we dine at Sam'’s,
which is something of aland-
mark on Phuket.

Polite and courteous—but
never, thankfully, obsequious—
thestaff pull openthevast glass
and brass door and guide us
towards comfy seats. My com-
panions get the sofa, | an easy
chair.

We have aready had a
drink aforehand; The Bar is
gpacious, hipinatraditiona way,
and graced with black-and-
white prints of Phuket old and
new on the walls and ceiling.
A Thai Elvisdoes histhang on
Fridays.

K. Sakdaselectsacouple
of glasses of Anakena Sauv-
ignon Blanc, which has hints of
passion fruit and herbs, to ac-
company our entrées. An ex-
cellent array of homemade
breads and herb butter whets
the appetite.

We plump for aplatter of
Sam’s choices (420 baht),
which includes confit of duck,
crabmeat wonton, homemade
chicken liver péaté and New
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Zealand salmon, whichissmoked
in the hotel. | have yet to hear of
anyone else on Phuket doing that.
Splendid fish, with barely atrace
of fat between the flakes — the
sign of agood salmon.

In fact, the starters are all
delightful. The confit, such sweet
meat, yields to the gentlest of
pressure from the cutlery, which
itself will warrant a Mention in
Dispatches later.

As we pause between
courses — soup next — the res-
taurant begins to fill. It has 36
covers, including 10 in a private
dining room for groups, separated
from the main floor. Tonight that
means a man of some advanced
yearsand two ladies, no doubt his
daughters, one of whom is feed-
ing a baby. Did | mention the
lovely pair of chandeliers?

Sam’s benefits from a su-
perb selection of jazz standards
and new classics played at dis-
creet but still-audiblelevels, such
music matches perfectly the am-
biance of the restaurant.

The soups — |obster bisque
and a broth of white leeks (185
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baht) are superb. Some high de-
gree of care has obviously gone
into these, and all credit to the
chefs—Thaisto aman —for their
skills.

Back to the cutlery. K.
Sakdaobviously knowsathing or
two about the paraphernalia of
dining, for the cutlery, and the
crockery for that matter, are
practical works of art.

The table knife has the
width, not the depth, of the handle
asitswidest axis. Ergo, the wid-
est part restsflat against the palm
of the hand, resulting in less
wobble and generally a more
comfortable use of the eating
iron.

The steak knives, made by
Twin Fish, are solid with a full-
length tang and arounded, ergo-
nomic handle and a clip-point
blade. Sharp? Yes, though as we
soon discover, the steaks require

very little effort to cut them.

K. Sakdachooses asirloin,
my companion opts for pan-
roasted strips of beef with tarra-
gon, garlic and tomatoes, and |
choose a rare 300-gram porter-
house. Our choices come in at,
respectively, 600 baht, 650 baht
and 700 baht, with a choice of
vegetables. Skillet-fried finger-
lings of potatoes and crispy on-
ions, and garlic spinach for me.

My steak is tender enough
for asharp tongueto cut through,
and although K. Sakda exhorts
me to try the Béarnaise, mush-
room and pepper sauces, which
| do and declare mightily good,
my properly aged Australian
steak issplendid asitis.

The bottle of Banrock Sta-
tion Shiraz —wetastefirst black-
berries, then smoky wood — goes
with the meat exceptionally well.

For dessert, pavliova with
mango in alimedressing and lo-
cally made vanillaice-cream, is
my choice. The suggestion is
madeto pour alittle of thechilled
2001 Anakenalate harvest Mus-
cat over the ice-cream. It accen-
tuates the taste of the dessert and
reveal stiny slabs of white choco-
late nestling within the meringue.

And then it’s back out into
the night, vowing to return to
Sam'’sfor another rendezvous. A
second coming is starred.

Sam’'s Seaks & Grill, Holiday
Inn Resort Phuket, Patong
Beach. Open 6 pm to midnight,
last orders 10:45 pm. Booking
is recommended. Tel: 076-
340608. Email: fb_hirp@
phuket.ksc.co.th
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The service is quack and the eating is easy: a lot of duck for a little bill

It’'s Soho
delectable

By Shiona Mackenzie

ow upon row of shop-
houses on the bypass
road cannot conceal
the hungry hordes
flocking to a certain corner res-
taurant — Soho, where duck, bar-
becued or roasted, rulestheroost.

Soho opened 18 months
ago, and word-of-mouth adver-
tising draws people from Patong
and Rawai to dine there on a
regular basis. After all, where
else on the island can you find
tasty and tender barbecued duck
on abed of ricefor aslittleas 30
baht?

For big spenders ready to
shell out 50 baht, inadditionto an
even more satisfying portion of
duck and rice, you get some soup
and cucumber to make a healthy
lunch set.

And you can order awhole
barbecued duck for 350 baht to
470 baht, depending on size. A

take-out serviceisalso available.

K. Num, 47, Soho’sowner,
and his team of nine full-time
staff — including two chefs spe-
cially trained over a period of
three months — serve an average
of 100 people a day at the res-
taurant.

They not only prepare 25
ducks a day for Soho, but also
supply another nine to a restau-
rant near Chalong Circle.

It takes a full 12 hours to
barbecue aday’s supply of ducks
to K. Num'’s standard. “The se-
cret of my successisquality,” he
says. “Maintaining ahigh quality
of service and taste at a reason-
ablepriceismy mission.”

K. Num'’squest for the per-
fect duck dish began a decade
ago, when hetraveled to London
to study art but ended up work-
ing in the restaurant industry.

“1 worked for hotels and
restaurants, in kitchens that
ranged from Greek to Chinese.

That’swhen | got hooked on bar-
becued duck.”

Rak Mak /! Awards

This week's lucky numbers:
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White lsuzu Buddy Van

The first three of these vehicles' owners to contact us can choose from the following
three prizes: a dinner for two (Thai BBQ Buffet and Cabaret Show) on a Saturday night
only, at Baan Yin Dee Boutique Resort Phuket; or a laser tooth-whitening treatmemnt
at Promjai Dental Clinic at either their Patong Beach or bypass road clinic;
or a facial treatment with Majestic Cosmetics at the Jungceylon Clinic.

¥

PROMJAI =0

sseuloAdumoand

Please contact the Gazedte quickly to ensure you get the prize you want.

First come, first served!

Email: LovePhuketiiPhuketGazette.Net, or call K. Pam at Tel: 076-236-555.

Offers expire December 27, 2005,

Love Phuket? Put this sticker on your vehicle:

“We Love Phuket

The P Garss.

Terving e imisnd wince 1 G

Cady ks |/ Comufern

Ll

If we spot it, you could win a Fusion Thai Set Dinner for two at Baan Yin Dee Boutique
Resort Phuket; or one round of golf (18 holes) at Laguna Phuket Golf Club; or a one-
hour refreshing spa for one at the Aspara Spa, at the Holiday Inn Resort Phuket.

K. Num and his Soho restaurant.

But after runningaThai res-
taurant in London for more than
a year he returned to the King-
dom and found himself shrimp
farming in Phang Nga province
for the next seven long years.

“Every timel went to Bang-
kok, | scoured the restaurantsfor
the taste of barbecued duck |
missed from my timein England.
Meanwhile, | was fortunate
enough to make friends with a
retired Thai chef who gave me
some pointersfor cooking duck.

“The shrimp farming busi-
ness wasn't too good and |
needed to rethink what | was
doingwith my life.

“With my English-spesking
skills, | felt1’d do better inaplace
popular with tourists, so | came
to Phuket three years ago and |
am happy here, although my wife,
Sujitra, who is a nurse, and my
six-year-old daughter Jinchutaa
continueto livein Phang Ngafor
thetime being,” says K. Num.

“From the various restau-
rants where | had sampled duck
in London and Bangkok, | have

managed to put together the best
ideas and created my original
recipe for Soho.

“Maybe some day my
dream of supplying deluxe duck
dishes to hotels and catering for
weddings and parties will come
true.

“For now, | just think about
how to expand our kitchen, be-
cause barbecuing and roasting so
much duck requiresalot of ven-
tilation.”

K. Num’s Soho, named af -
ter the popular West End area of
London, isalocal favoritewhere
the decor may be spare, but the
fine fare is worth every baht.

Also on offer: barbecued
duck and crispy pork on rice for
40 baht; stewed chicken wingsfor
40 baht; and steamed duck with
noodlesin soup, largesize, for 50
baht.

Soho, 102/3-4, Chalermprakiat
Ror I1X Rd (bypass road), Phu-
ket City. Open daily from 7:30
am to 3:30 pm. Tel: 076-261-
131 or 04-1926342.

Pre-sales service: Call or email your requirements 1o us.
Sales service: Introduction to the most suitable developments.
After-sales service: Introduction to lawyers, golf clubs,
furniture shops and tasty restaurants.

Call Gary at Tel: 04-05684 20 or email:
salesia garysholmes-associntes.com  www.garysholmes-assockiies.com
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Hidden Words

Hidden inthegrid below areat least 20 termsrelated
to soccer. Thenamesmay read vertically, horizontally
or diagonally. They may alsoread right-to-left or
down-to-up. Score: 10 or more, good; 150or more, very

good; 20 or mor e, excellent.
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Solution on page 22
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& Puzzles by Pappocom
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Solution, tipsand
computer program at
www.sudoku.com

{ “
6 L
8|1
11 |4
2 2
4 1 5
4 2|6 7
1
1 7 2

Sudoku is very simple: each row, each column and each “box” of
nine squares within the puzzle must contain all the numbers from
1 to 9 with, naturally, no repetitions. Beware: there is only one
solution to this puzzle, which is on page 20.

The Cryptic

ACROSS

1

12.
13.

14.

16.

18.
21.

22.

24,

27.

28.

29.

31.

32.

33.

E2 TRIVIA

1.

10.

Bad feeling when re-
moved from one’s post?
(14)

Black notein sale. (5)
Not part of it, six muddled
cretin. (9)

Said Edward, to the nth
degree.

Tax large vessel. (3)
Talk about gas mixture.
3

Ornamental ribbonis part
of pasha’s haute couture.
(4)

Letter’s for Napoleon's
insects?
Fashionablefury. (4)
University initially under
college'slegal aegis. (4)
Transport — not in cabins.
(4)

Egyptianking'scard
game. (4)

Aye! Partner has no
church. (27)

Computer component
cracked cup. (3)

Fliers or ten the French
follow. (7)

CIA trapisconfusingly
sycophantic. (9)

Not available directory —
that’s the pits. (5)
Wanton frame Sid twisted
in. (14)

Whatistheofficia
nationa anthem of the
us?

Which wesather phenom-
enonhasanamethatis
Spanishfor “littleboy”?

Whichvowd isnotinthe
top lineof lettersof a
standard keyboard ?

Globeand Jerusalem are
typesof what?

In Scrabble, which two
lettershave avalueof 2?

Inthegame of checkers

(or draughts), how many

piecesdoesaplayer start
with?

Which makeof car hasa
doublechevron asits

logo?

Which N. African
segport’'snameis
Spanishfor “White
House’?

How many peopletake
partinaquadrille?

Inwhich city arethe
headquartersof the
International Monetary
Fund?

Answers on page 22
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Compiled by Tortuus. © 2005

Down 15. Sweet discovery for
Remsen and Fahlberg. (9)
1. Brooklynitesaidthis 17. Timefor the baseball stat.
fellow’sin camouflage. (©)]
(8 19. Oddly, scanirisfor spring
2. Clogspy’sactivity by flowers. (8)
cutting age. (5) 20. Correct after convicts
3. LurePa, deranged, into interpret. (8)
chestlining. (6) 22. Corrosive, may resultin
4., Latewhenfinished being twitch, we hear. (7)
owed. (7) 23. Brother and | hold north-
5. Local people perplexed ern church windpipes. (7)
naive saint. (7) 25. Redflowerinltalianriver
6. Dampness may be amite very quite? Yes. (5)
sour. (8) 26. Wrongly, | amonmis-
7. Nosant (airlinetakes tress. (3,3)
note) is past yearning. (9)  30. Girl inCroesus kingdom.
8. Damages rocky slopes. 5

©)

Scribble Space
I

Solution on page 22

The coinsin this grid form
two lines, one of four coins
and the other of three
coins.

Can you move just one coin
to make three lines, each
of three coins?

Solution on page 22

0000
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Quick Crossword

AcRoss Down

1. Ignoringorders. 2. Easily annoyed.
7. Builds. 3. Caollectionof musicians.
8. Dull pan. 4. Followon.

10. Eyedffliction. 5. Computer key.
11. Without difficulty. 6. Digit.

12. Dies down. 8. Helper.

14. Not fast. 9. October 31.

15. Wife of Zeus. 13. A kind of boom.
17. Tidier. 15. Short for Henry.
18. Qiling. 16. Steal from.

Solution below, right

Get your brain
in gear with

Who wasthefirst White
Rajah of Sarawak?

Which famous novel was
first published on De-
cember 17, 18437

Inwhichyear didthe
American Psychiatric
Association remove
homosexudlity fromits
list of mental illnesses?

Who wasthe Berlin
Airlift's“ Candy
Bomber”?

Wherewill the XX
Winter Olympicsbeheld,
and when?

Which country haswon
moreWinter Olympics
medal sthan any other?

Le dg§euner sur I’herbe

8.

10.

11.

14.

isawork by which
painter?

Professor David Crystal is

famousinwhichfield?

Which city canbefound
at 31957’ S141°27 E?

Which band recently
released itsthird abum,
Jackinabox?

What was Cinderella’s
real name?

What isthe namefor the
temperature at which
condensation beginsto
form?

What would one measure
with an anemometer?

Whatisspelled outin
hyacinths on the cover of

The Monster Quiz

Kids! Ask Mum and Dad to help you find the answer s to these questions.
They’'re not easy but, if you do some research, you should be able to find
the answers to all of them.

16.

17.

18.

19.

(3,

B
9

the Beatles' Sergeant
Pepper album?

Who began hisentertain-
ment career as Silent
Sam, the Dancing
Midget?

What was the name of
Zaireinitscolonia days?

What track doesthe
Chattanooga Choo
Choo leaveon?

What do chefscall “the
master spice”’ ?

What Germanic race
gaveitsnameto acts of
wanton destruction?

What do zoophyte
anima sdisguisethem-
selvesas?

Answers below, | eft.

Puzzie
Soluti

ons

Brain Buster Solution
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Monster Quiz Answers: 1. Sir James Brooke, 1803-
1868; 2. A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens; 3. 1973;
4. Airplane pilot Gail Halvorsen; 5. Turin, February 10-
26, 2006; 6. Norway; 7. Edouard Manet; 8. Linguistics,
9. Broken Hill, New South Wales; 10. Turin Brakes; 11.
Ella; 12. The dew point; 13. Wind speed; 14. “The
Beatles’; 15. Sammy Davis Jr; 16. The Belgian Congo;
17. Track 29; 18. Pepper; 19. The Vandals; 20. Plants.

EZ Triva Answers: 1. The Sar-Spangled Banner; 2. El
Nino; 3. A; 4. Artichoke; 5. D and G; 6. Twelve; 7.
Citrden; 8. Casablanca; 9. Eight; 10. Washington DC.

Hidden Words

SOLUTION
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Solution to this
week’s Cryptic
Crossword

Solution to this
week’s Quick
Crossword

Solution to this
week’s Sudoku
puzzle
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What a dive: Some people are decidedly
ambivalent about even flying to the Pearl
of the Andaman. “1 was out of optionsand
would haveto suck it up and fly to Phuket.
| snuck up to the Thai Airways counter
and quietly purchased my ticket, al thetime
clinging onto my dive bag asif to say: ‘ see,
I’m going to Phuket todive. | lovetodive.
| can’t get enough of it. | liketo go to bed
early every night without prostitutes so |
can get up early and go diving. I'm not a
pervert, damn it! I'm not!’... The flight
was uneventful. When | landed in Phuket
| grabbed ataxi at theairport... | madeit
to my hotel, checked in and pretty much
stayed there watching Discovery ‘ Travel
& Adventure' the entire night. Of course,
that was after | had dinner at a Go-Go
bar, but who's keeping track of details?’

D)

Waiter, there’s a rubber in my coffee:
“You’'ve got to love a country that sellsa
variety of deodorants both foreign and
domestic, not to mention virtually all
Listerine products; even the fresh burst,
pocket pack, oral care strips. Personal
hygiene is taken seriously here by neces-
sity. There's a popular Bangkok restau-
rant called Cabbagesand Condoms, owned
by the former Minister of Health who was
responsible for raising Aids awareness.
Instead of amint at the end of your meal
you get a prophylactic with your coffee.”
)

Frightening farangs: “If your idea of a
tripto Thailand isdonning apair of baggy
fisherman pants, shaving your head, par-
taking of mind-altering substances during
a‘'Full-Moon’ party on Koh Pha-Ngan and
treating your copy of Lonely Planet asif it
were somekind of bibleyou have my sym-
pathies. You' re about 30 yearstoo late for
the hippy trail and show a complete lack

Do you qualify?

OuUTSIDE
IN

By LisKinswoman

Hello once again, Cybermates! Do
you have what it takes to live in the
Land of Smiles? Has it always been
like this here? By way of an answer:
“Oh, gentleman, sir, Miss Pretty Girl
welcome you to Sultan Turkish
Bath, gentle polite massage, put
you in dreamland with perfume
soap. Latest gramophone music.
Oh, such service. You come now!
Miss Pretty Girl want you, massage
you from tippy-toe to head-top,
nice, clean, to enter Gates of
Heaven.” Sounds dated but familiar,
doesn't it? That, believe it or not,
was from a calling card given to
Somerset Maugham by a street
pimp during his visit to Thailand in
1923. Except for “the latest
gramophone music” some things
never change.

of originality... Oneof thedistinct cultural
differences between Thais and Western-
ers is the way problems are dealt with.
Thais think that farangs are strange for
many reasons but not least for the way

they whinge and moan about things...
Farangsin Thailand like to moan about the
country they are a guest in. Their moan-
ing takes many forms. Just pick up an
English language newspaper and turn to
the letters page, go to an Internet forum
about Thailand or look through web sites
such as this one.

“Millions of farangs come for vaca-
tions each year and hundreds of thousands
have chosen Thailand as a better place to
liveyet weare not shy about havingamoan
or thinking we can resolve problems bet-
ter than the locals... Farangs, with their
bigger stature, steely blue eyesand maybe
ashock of ginger hair can be quite an in-
timidating sight to Thais. After being in
Thailand for a while and not seeing too
many farangs | am starting to understand
this. There are times when | am quite
startled by the look of some farangs as
they pass through. They... have lots of
body and facia hair, alook of meannessin
their eyes, tattoos, piercings and pirate-
style haircuts. And that’s just the back-
packer girls.” (3)

The right stuff: “ Many people ask them-
selves have they got what it takes to live
in Thailand. Try this questionnaire out to
seeif you have or not.

Do you want to teach English and
get paid with pretty seashellsand colourful
beads?

Do you want to live with a raddled
progtitutewho cheatsyouintofinancial ruin
before f***ing-off back to her drug-deal-
ing Thai boyfriend?

Do you want to become a fat, te-
dious, no-matesc**t with abottle of Chang
beer welded to your hand?

Do you want to amuse the ladies of
the NanaDisco with your ridiculous dyed
comb-over...?

Do you want to buy adream bar, go
broke and stage a dramatic death-plunge
from your Pattaya bal cony?

If you can answer yes to at |least
three of these questions, then get ready to
pack your bags. You're off tolivein Thai-
land!” (4)

Identification problems: “...clinging
nervously to my seat as our hotel car ca-
reens through the streets of Phuket. We
fly along bumpily, passing slow-moving
trucks by edging into the oncoming lane,
missing cars by what | am positive are
inches. Being in the left lane confuses the
hell out of me, and intersections are baf-
fling to the extreme. “Buckle your damn
seatbelt,” hisses John, as we narrowly
scoot by alarge rickety metal bus. When
we arrive at our hotel, | thank the driver
so profusdly | wonder if I'm suffering from
Stockholm Syndrome.” (5)

1. http://lwww.unrealtravels.com/archives/
000040.php

2. http://koresbridge.com/writings/nonfic-
tion/lettertojim.shtml

3. http://phil.uk.net/thailand/

4. http://www.mangosauce.com/archives/
000014.html

5. http://mww.manbytesdog.com/Words/
Thailand.html

A VERY UNHAPPY DRUNK
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By JamesEckardt

nglishman Toby Young

worked on the staff of

Vanity Fair magazine

or two and ahalf years,

but he basically screwed upinan

obnoxiously drunken way, and

found himsdlf limited to photo cap-

tionsandlittlesquibsinthe“Vani-
ties’ section.

Hisingder memoir about the
magazineisaptly named: Howto
Lose Friends & Alienate
People (Abacus, London, 2002,
342pp). Ultimately it’sasad book
masguerading as a funny one.

The son of afamous social -
ist journalist who coined theterm
“meritocracy”, Young attended
Oxford, Harvard and Cambridge.
Hewas appalled by thelock-step
political correctness of Harvard
as opposed to the spirit of open-
minded inquiry that characterized
theBritishuniversities. But hedid
have one experience there that
galvanized him: a course on
1930sscrewball comedies, taught
by philosophy professor Stanley
Cavell.

Here hecametoidolizethe
hard-drinking wisecracking press

reporters portrayed by Clark
Gable, James Stewart and Cary
Grant. They inspired himtofound
a British magazine called Mod-
ern Review. The only American
magazine that he admired for its
cheeky tone was Spy, co-edited
by one Graydon Carter, who was
later to succeed Tina Brown as
editor-in-chief of Vanity Fair.

Carter and Young met for
drinks several times in London.
After six years, Young abruptly
terminated Modern Review af-
ter he began to suspect that his
partner in the venture, Julie
Burchill, was conspiring to re-
place him as editor with her les-
bian lover. Carter called Young
andinvited himto*hang out for a
month” at Vanity Fair, with a
kicker of $10,000. Young flew off
to New York in search of the
American Dream.

He made his first mistake
on hisfirst day at the Condé Nast
Building when he turned up in
jeansand aT-shirtillustrated with
a Modern Review cover shot of
Keanu Reeves that is captioned:
“Young, Dumb and Full of
Come”. He was shown by secu-
rity to the service elevator.

Young produces some very
funny bitsashe compares Ameri-
can and British journalists. Brit-
ish journalists, for example, de-
spise PR flacks while their
American counterparts are en-

daved to them. Of British jour-
nalists he writes. “We all accept
‘freebies’, of course, but it'scon-
sidered bad form to write some-
thing gushing and complimentary
in return. As far as most of us
are concerned, the relationship
between hacks and flacks is es-
sentially adver-sarial.”

He adds in footnote: “Ad-
mittedly, I’ve occasionally said
something nice in return of a
MASSIVE bribe, but at least I’ ve
felt guilty about it. Really, really
guilty.”

He is also scathing about
the New York career women he
dates and invariably failsto bed.

“I dways marveled at how
unselfconsciousthey were about
sizing meup. They invariably had
achecklist of questionsthat they
shamelessly ran through over the
course of the evening. What did
| do for aliving? What part of
town wasmy apartment in? What
kind of car did | drive?It wasless
like aromantic encounter than an
extremely tough job interview. By
the time the check arrived | was
surprised they hadn’t asked for a
urine sample.”

In the end, as he turns in-
creasingly morose, dilatory and
drunk, Graydon Carter fireshim,
in slow stages. “Toby’s like a
piece of gum,” he comments.
“Helingerson the bottom of your
shoe.”

Eventually Young quits
drinking and wins back the affec-
tion of Caroline, a fresh young
English girl he had originally
driven away.

He returns to London with
thislesson learned:

“1 was particularly disap-
pointed by the spinelessness of
New York hacksgiven how lively
they usedto be. | had arrived with
tales of the legendary bad
behaviour of Ben Hecht, Herman
J. Mankiewisz and Dorothy
Parker swimming in my head,
expecting to find their modern
day equivaentsin the offices of
Vanity Fair. | imagined thiszany,
madcap community where no
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one stood on ceremony and ev-
eryone had a wisecrack at the
ready.

“But that devil-may-care at-
titude, that sense of fun was no-
whereto be found. Instead | was
confronted with a regiment of
pinched and hidebound careerists
who never got drunk and were
safely tucked upinbed by 10 p.m.
... InLondon, I’ d seen chartered
accountants behave with more
abandon.”
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LARGER
LIFE

By Graham Doven

Hoover

planly
loves

playing
hisgolf,
damn it

immie Hoover recently

bought a property in

Phuket, although he lives

in Seattle. He flew to
Phuket to play inthe annual Brit-
ish Business Association Phuket
Charity Golf Tournament, heldin
November at Blue Canyon Coun-
try Club.

Why? Because helikesgolf
and helikes Phuket. The obvious
said, it is still one hell of a hike
for agameof golf. It'salso prob-
ably why he shot two over par at
Blue Canyon. Must have been
jetlag.

| played in the tournament
with Jimmie, Martin Carpenter —
the former Genera Manager of
Blue Canyon — who is well
known for hisgolfing prowessand
Richard from the Hong Kong
Shanghai Bank in Singapore, a
sponsor of the tournament.

Their combined handicaps
were less than a third of mine,
which means, in non-golfing
terms, that out of the four of usl
was about tenth.

Jmmieusedtobuild Boeing
747 jets; 1,100 of them, in fact,
although not all on his own. He
also built the fuselages for his
friend Fred, who was the presi-
dent of Gulfstream Aerospace,
maker of one of theworld’smost
successful bizjet ranges.

He got into the aircraft in-
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Jimmie Hoover (right) with Lars Ydmark, developer of Grove Gardens
at Blue Canyon, after the BBA charity golf tournament.

dustry by followingin hisfather’s
footsteps. “My father spent 45
years in the aircraft industry,”
says Jimmie. “| was always
around it as a child, through my
father and his friends.”

Jimmie spent nine years
with McDonnell Douglas, his
father’s old company, then afur-
ther 25 years at Northrop Grum-
man where where they produced
747 fuselages, tail structuresand
other major components.

He is the Chairman of
Primus International, which
manufactures components, Kits
and assembliesfor commercid jet
aircraft. “Our products are typi-
caly found in the most critical
structures and aircraft systems,
such asthe engines, doors, wings,
vertical and horizontal stabilizers
and actuation systems.”

Doven: What attracted you to
Thailand?

Jimmie: | have traveled exten-
sively in Asiafor 24 years. Of all
of the countries that | have vis-
ited, | have found the combina-
tion of wesather, food, people, cul-
tureand recreationin Thailand to
be the best.

Phuket hasthe unique qual-
ity of being athriving resort yet
with apopul ation of expats simi-
lar tomysdlf involved in business.
| have found this agood place to
settle. | loveto fish, to be on the
water and to play golf, and al of
these are abundant in Phuket.

Doven: What do you think of
Phuket and its future?
Jimmie: | hope that this article

Authorized Reseller

isnot widely distributed because
| am afraid of too much growth
in Phuket. | have intentionally
chosen to live on the east side of
theisland —away from all of the
tourism and people—in the hope
that | will have a tenure [away]
from the rapid growth which is
sure to turn the eastern side of
theidandinto aheavily populated
area.

Doven: US citizens, so far, have
been fairly reluctant to visit
Phuket. Isthisbecause of thedis-
tance, or do most UScitizenspre-
fer more familiar destinations?
Jimmie: | believe, ingeneral, that
most Americans prefer short
“commuter-hops’ totheir chosen
resorts and playgrounds. Phuket
isout of the[preferred] rangeand
consideration of most UScitizens.
Phuket isnot widely knowninmy
country — | hopethat it staysthat
way.

Doven: YOU are a serious golfer
and obvioudly enjoy playing. How
did you get to be that good? Did
you grow up on agolf course?
Jimmie: | have had a golf club
in my hands from the age of 12
and | hopeto carry on playing until
| die. | practiced for between four
and six hours aday from the age
of 12-30, so | consider golf apas-
sion and a disease that | hope
never to be cured of.

| didn’'t grow up on a golf
course, and had to collect soda
pop bottles for three weeks to
have enough money to play on a
public course in Long Beach,
Cdlifornia, where | lived when |
was a kid.
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SAGITTARIUS (November 23-December 21): Bright ideas are in
abundance for you this week. Those celebrating a birthday who
wanted to |et this one pass quietly will be tempted to organize alast-
minute party. Communication iswell-starred, so plan to combine busi-
nesswith pleasure. But you should ensure that you still have energy
to spare as the last week of December promises to be eventful.

CAPRICORN (December 22-January 20): If you are ready for new
beginnings, carefully note down New Year's resolutions. Whatever
you want to happen is likely to do so next year, with particular em-
phasis on persona relationships. On Tuesday, Aries has a loaded
guestion to ask; don’t answer without carefully considering the con-
sequences. Thursday is the best day for last-minute shopping.

AQUARIUS (January 21-February 19): Finances occupy your atten-
tion for much of the week. Domestic harmony can be compromised
by your partner’sdesireto entertain lavishly over the holiday period.
Single Aquarians should refrain from coming on too strongly to some-
one this weekend as you are likely to scare them away. The color
cherry red will encourage more money to flow in your direction.

PISCES (February 20-March 20): If you fedl that family demands
too much of you, thisisthe right time to lay down the law. You de-
serveto relax as areward for hard work done this year and should
not be reluctant to state your needs. You are advised to spend some
quality momentswith friendswho know what makesyou tick. Money
matters will be sorted out to your advantage later next week.

ARIES (March 21-April 20): Thisweek isvery much a case of who
you know and not what you know. You will be able to use useful
contacts in order to take some leaps and bounds forward. While
business matters progress smoothly, personal relationships are sub-
ject to some stops and starts; be prepared to give in gracefully. If
you'resingle, Sagittariusis about to make an attractive proposition.
There will be no excuses for celebrating Christmas alone.

TAURUS (April 21-May 21): Inner strength isyoursfor the asking.
Those of you who don’t feel you made as much progress as you
should have done with a creative project this year can look forward
to great achievements in 2006. This week you receive a taste of the
energy to come next year; put it to constructive use. A dream on
Monday or Tuesday signals someone’s romantic intentions.

GEMINI (May 22-June 21): If you fedl you've been stuck in the
samerut for too long, you' re about to make drastic changes. A chance
meeting thisweekend givesmuch food for thought, but you will have
to movequickly or loseagolden opportunity. Romanceiswell-starred;
listen carefully for subtle hints dropped by the love of your life re-
garding Christmas gifts. The number 5 islucky on Tuesday.

CANCER (June 22-July 23): Your holiday season plans are about to
be rearranged for the better. Those of you who weren't looking for-
ward to spending precious free time with someone who leaves you
cold will appreciate a cancellation. Pisces would like to know what
really makes you tick. Ready or not, you won't be able to resist the
temptation to indulge in some mutual flirtation this weekend. The
color emerald green can help to eliminate negative emotions.

LEO (July 24-August 22): On Sunday, atrip into the unknown brings
an exciting encounter. Generally speaking, the week ahead will not
go according to plan, but you should be ready to get off the familiar
jungle tracks. Aslong as you keep your paws firmly on the ground
therewon’t be any nasty surprises. In romance, Scorpio reveals hid-
den depths but Aquarius has ulterior motives.

VIRGO (August 23-September 23): An atmosphere of mystery re-
mains at work and you need to demand clear answers. Those of you
who are beginning to feel that your productivity has been taken for
granted will be pleased at the outcome. If you take an honest ook at
thisyear it will be obvious that major ambitions have been realized.
Therewill be plenty of opportunitiesto honeyour skillsin 2006. The
number 8 brings luck on Tuesday.

LIBRA (September 24-October 23): Those who have been unableto
find their balancelately should start to feel better. Astrological influ-
ences will provide the necessary backdrop for you to make good
progress in business and personal areas of your life. A tricky situa-
tion on Monday can be sorted out if you seek professional advice.
Minor health worrieswill dissolve and your romantic outlook isposi-
tive. Wear the color amethyst to help banish unnecessary worries.

SCORPIO (October 24-November 22): The confidence that Scor-
pios have been lacking lately comesback in full force. It will be hard
for others to resist your natural magnetism, but take care not to di-
rect romantic attention towards someone who's aready spoken for.
Leo will appreciate overtures but Aries has other fish to fry. Money
matters require careful handling mid-week when someone seems
determined to make you pay more than the true price.
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The casefor evolution grows stronger with every decade

here has been a
plethora of ar-
ticlesin the past
year or two ar-
guing for variouscrestion-
ist hypotheses. The most
recent of these has been
“intelligent design”.

The proponents of
thisfaitharguethat lifeis
too complex to havearisen
and developed, that is to
say evolved, without the
supervision and direction

These same folks
believe that the earth and
the life upon it is only a
few thousand yearsold, in
spiteof the overwhelming
evidence that our planet
has supported life for bil-
lions of years.

| remember as a
child hearing creationists
argue that each species
was placed here on earth
initscurrent form, includ-
ing man, who was given

of agod.

Thisideaisfineasa
religion, but it is entirely
without scientific merit;
there is not a single fact
that supports intelligent
design.

You cannot go out in thefield, grow
anything in alaboratory, or see anything
through a microscope or telescope that
supportsthishypothesis.

Evolutionisatheory that issupported
by evidence. Theory in this sense does not
mean an unproven hypothesis. Scientific
facts are provable.

The forebears of most plants and
animals are well represented in the fossil
record. Only the very naive could believe
that God “planted” fossilsin the earth to
confuse us.

EARTH
WATCH

By Robert Cogen

the shape of God. They
argued then as they do
now that evolutionisfic-
tion.

Charles Darwin,
Alfred Russel Wallace
and most great biologists
believed in God, but accepted the proof of
evolution found both in the fossil record
and in contemporary observation.

When Darwinfirst published hisevo-
lution theory, there were only a couple of
hominid speciesin thefossil record. Crit-
ics asked where the missing link was.

Now we have uncovered a dozen
close relatives to man. The latest find is
Homo floresiensis, a small cousin from
whatisnow FloresldandinIndonesia, who
lived there between 10,000 and 80,000
years ago. The most ancient representa-

tive of the human family found so far is
Sahelanthropus tchadensis, who lived
between six million and 17 million years
ago in what we now call Chad.

Many other missing links have been
uncovered. For example, thelinks between
dinosaurs and birds have become well es-
tablished. More than 100 years ago Ar-
chaeopteryx was discovered in Solnofen,
Bavariain fossil beds about 150 million
years old. It could fly or at least glide. It
had teeth, unlike younger fossil species
such as Confuciusornis, which had a
toothless beak.

Snornis, 140 millionyearsago, could
fold its wings and Iberomesornis, which
lived in what isnow the I berian Peninsula
some 130 million years ago, had a large
keeled breastboneto which powerful flight
muscles were attached.

Before there were birds, there were
severa speciesof terrestrial dinosaurswith
feathers. The feathers functioned asinsu-
lation. The carnivorous dinosaur Snorni-
thosaurus millennia, uncovered in north-
eastern China, had feathersand could flap
itswings— but could not fly.

Creationists have long argued that
theabsenceof transitional fossiIsfromland
mammals to whales supported creation-
ism. Whales still retain vestigia hip and
thigh bones buried in musculature. There
isnow plenty of evidence, including DNA,
showing that whales descended from

even-toed, hoofed mammals and are
closely related to the hippopotamus.

Ambulocetus natans, the “walking
whale that swims’, was carnivorous; it
lived in present-day Pakistan about 49 mil-
lionyears ago. It wasthe size of abig sea
lion; itsfeet were webbed with tiny hooves
on its toes and could both walk on land
and swim. Pakicetus lived a few million
years previoudly, in the early Eocene ep-
och. It lived on land but had a skull and
teeth like the earliest family of whales.

Today we have more than a dozen
transitional fossil forms that connect
whales with terrestrial mammals.

The case for evolution grows stron-
ger with every decade as fossil evidence,
DNA and observation of speciesin tran-
sition expand. In addition, thereisthe con-
tinuing analysis of developing embryos
which continue to demonstrate that “on-
togeny recapitulates phylogeny”. In other
words, the development of an embryo il-
lustrates the evolution of that species.

And, believe what you like, there
continues to be no evidence at all to sup-
port creationismin any form, including in-
telligent design.

This column is the last by Robert Cogen
who, after some eight years, feels he
has finally run out of topics. The Ga-
zette offers him warmest thanks and best
wishes for a future free of deadlines.

Four held after attempt to

rob currency exchange firm

THE TIME |

machine

Newsfrom thepast

From the Phuket Gazette,
issue of December 1-15,
2000.

PHUKET TOWN: Four men
who had lost money gambling

decided on November 11 to take
aneven bigger gamble—they held
up a currency exchange com-
pany. _ _
But their luck was still bad.
They came away empty-handed

Foreigner Saves Child,
Receives Hero’'s Ring

From the Phuket Gazette,
issue of December, 1995.

SURAT THANI: Foul weather
proved fatal to two passengerson
Song Serm Travel Center’s Ex-
press Boat to Koh Samui on No-
vember 10, but one of the 176
survivors owes the rest of his
years — and at age two he has
quite a few of them — to the in-
tercession of an Englishman.
Jehtsadah Laoprahm was
saved from drowning by Hugh
Arthur, who became, in the eyes
of little Jehtsadah’'s family, at
least, a magjor hero. To confirm
that status, Jehtsadah’s grandfa-
ther presented Arthur withasolid
gold ring, inscribed in English
“Hero’s Ring”, at a ceremony
attended by members of the press
aswell asthe child’s parents.
“This ring is presented
merely by way of appreciation,
and to show our esteem for one
whose actions merit applause.
The value of hishelp to my fam-

ily is—to me—beyond estimate,”
said Pramoon Laoprahm, the
boy’s grandfather.

Arthur also received aCer-
tificate of Merit from the Chair-
man of the Amateur Radio
Operator’s Society who wit-
nessed the deed.
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and were nabbed soon afterwards
by police.

The four, identified by po-
lice as Jaroen Sakjapitak, 42,
from Sakhon Nakhon, Jantai
Singkam, 34, from Loei, Yodchat
Chanwerat, 27, and Narin
Ujaroenpong, 28, both from
Bangkok, held up the Yanisa
Travel Service Partnership on
Chana Jaroen Rd near the Ocean
Raobinson Department Store at 4
pm.

Pol Ma Amnuan Kriwut-
thianant of the Phuket Town Po-
lice Station said that Somjai
Junapichart, 33, the owner of
Yanisa Travel, was behind the
counter at the exchange company
with her sister Somjit when the
attempted robbery took place.
There was also one customer, a
woman, in the office at the time.

BUPA |,

Health In=u

Two menwalked in. One of
them, later identified as Jaroen,
pointed a pistol at the staff. He
herded the customer behind the
counter and ordered K. Somjai to
open the safe.

Theother, later identified as
Jantai, who was carrying aknife,
climbed on the desk and smashed
the security camera.

Therobbers' luck began to
turn sour when K. Somjai man-
aged to pressabuttonto raisethe
alarm at the police station.

Then, while she was open-
ing the safe at gunpoint, a male
customer walked in, took onelook

at the situation and ran out to
phonethe police.

The two robbers, worried
that the policemight arrive at any
moment, left the office empty-
handed, |eapt on amotorbike and
roared off.

Acting swiftly, officers ar-
rested the pair outside Wat
Sansook, about 800 meters from
YanisaTravel. They had dumped
the motorbike and were climbing
into a pick-up truck driven by
their two accomplices.

Thefour admitted their roles
in the attempt to rob the ex-
change company.
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Police gag will not serve
transparency injustice system

Crimereporting in Phuket has always been difficult. Theinitial part,
when the police cars rush to the scene of a crime, is the easiest.
Some newspapers even have “stringers’ sitting full-time at police
stations, ready to leap in their cars and follow.

But following up on cases in subsequent weeks and months,
whether suspects are arrested or not, has never been easy. With the
latest orders from Bangkok (see Inside Story, page 5 of this issue)
that police must not discuss cases in detail, it has become all but
impossible.

The Gazette has never carried lurid photographs of dead bod-
ies, in the belief that such pictures serve no purpose other than to
feed anasty kind of voyeurism. No one will suffer if newspapersare
barred from carrying such material.

Nor does the Gazette regret a great reduction in the number of
crime “re-enactments’, which at best served very little purpose and
at worst descended into anarchy, with mobs of local peopletrying to
mete out on-the-spot justice to the alleged perpetrator — despite the
fact that he or she had not yet been tried.

Equally, an end to police press conferences, during which sus-
pects are presented to news photographers, will be no great loss —
and will certainly help support fairer trials.

What istroubling, however, isthe reduction in transparency of
the justice system. The fact that police officersin charge of investi-
gating cases have effectively been gagged meansthat following cases
through to their conclusions becomes more difficult than ever.

The suggestion by Phuket Provincial Commander Pol Mg Gen
Decha Budnampeth that journalists should follow cases through the
courtsisagood one. However, Tha courtsare not obliged by law to
allow journalists to report on hearings — they may alow it or they
may not — so publishing details of hearingsis not aways possible.

Thedifficulty with the new rulesisthat policeinvolvedin cases
may worry that they will be stepping out of lineif they say anything
at al, and will therefore adopt a blanket “no comment” policy.

Any justice system needs to protect the rights of those accused
of crimes, especially their right to afair trial. Splashing their photo-
graphs all over newspapers may be prejudicial to that right, as may
be quotes from officers asserting that the suspect isindeed guilty.

But the individua’s rights must also be weighed against the
need for transparency. Justice must be seen to be done. Thisis es-
sential for publictrust inthe system. For the policeto simply shut up
will not servethisend. — The Editor
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Let}ers

The Gazetteis pleased to receive mail from read-
ers. Please write to us at 367/2 Yaowarat Rd,
Amphur Muang, Phuket 83000, fax to 076-213971
or send an email to editor@phuketgazette.net

Just b*xpingangry

| find that, asafarang, | am con-
stantly beeped at by tuk-tuksand
motorbiketaxiswhenever | walk
in the street.

| have been beeped at while
carrying a motorcycle helmet,
while walking up to the door of
my apartment (and abused for
not getting onthe motorbiketaxi),
and even when getting off another
motorbiketaxi!

This practice poses a traf-
fic risk as it may cause farang
toignorethewarning hornsof re-
sponsible traffic users.

Thesedriverspaint Thailand
inavery poor light in the eyes of
tourists, who they have a great
deal of contact with.

Although | am generally a
relaxed person, | find thisbehav-
ior profoundly irritating.

Itis, | am sure, a potential
cause for conflict between fa-
rang and the drivers.

Do we have to wait for a
number of tragic cases of “acci-
dental steel-blade overdose” by
farang before some action is
taken?

Edward Raistrick
Patong

High-endersonly
need apply

| could not agree more with the
Gazette'sview: “ Zeroin on high-
end, not zero-dollar tourists’ (Ga-
zette, issue of November 26).

If the Indonesian giant has
yet to decide which kind of hotel
itwill build, let'shopethat it will
be a five-star Grand Hyatt and
not something aimed more at the
mass market.

As it is, Phuket has more
than its fair share of mass tour-

ists as well as “economic refu-
gees’ from the West.

Since Phuket beaches are
among the most beautiful in the
world, | see no reason why it
should not be promoted asades-
tination for “ high-end” touristsas
well as“high-end” residents.

Theimmigration law should
be stricter in dealing with people
comingtoliveonthisisland. Af-
ter al, what Phuket wantsisqual-
ity and not quantity!

However, in order to ach-
ieve that, Phuket till has along
way to go inimproving itsinfra-
structure, providing proper trans-
port, getting rid of the tangled
overhead cables eye-sore and
speeding up ADSL connections
and telephonelines.

While many other places
have made use of the opportu-
nity of the tsunami aftermath to
clean up their beaches, theinabil-
ity of the people in charge at
Patong, Nai Yang and Kamalato
bring order to their own beaches
never failsto amaze me.

As | write my eyes are
brimming with tears of rage be-
cause Nai Yang and Patong used
to be the most wonderful places
of all on Phuket.

Pauline Theva-Aksorn
By email

L ovely place—pity
about thejet-skis

| have been to Phuket for each
of my last six annual holidaysin
the sun among theworld’sfriend-
liest people.

However, if there is one
thing that ticksmeoff itisthetotal
lack of respect that jet-ski users
have for other beach users.

They race aong the wave
line only a few feet away from
swimmers.

with your views for publication in our next issue.
We reserve the right to edit all letters. Pseud-
onyms are acceptable only if your full name and
address are supplied.

It would only take someone
to be swimming along minding
their own business for a serious
accident to occur.

Patong Beachisquitelong,
with several areasdevoid of tour-
ists.

Why not set aside an area
where the jet-skis must operate
so they can do the stupid things
that jet-ski users seem destined
to do?

Inthat way the potential for
serious accidents should be di-
minished, if not removed.

Better still, ban the bloody

thingsaltogether.
John Dedman

Perth, Western Australia

L eaf Bert alonel

Stacy Marion [Gazette Letters,
December 3] should chill out and
take ahumor pill.

Bloomin' Bert'sarticlesare
informative and often make me
laugh out loud. Gardening articles
areusually pretty dull reading, but
not with hisstyle.

If she read his pages more
carefully, she'd see he also takes
digsat himsdlf. If wecan't laugh
at ourselves and others, then
there’s no hope.

Simon Sheldrick
Karon

Tout and about

Reading the Phuket Gazette on-
line, one feelsasense of déjavu.
Headlines: December 1, 2005:
Patong cracks down on street
touts; January 7, 2003: Mayor
clears out the touts.

I’ll believeit when you can
actualy walk around Patong with-
out being harassed by tailor and
restaurant touts.

Terry Emerson
Perth, Western Australia

L etters conveying views and suggestions are published here. Those seeking comment from government
officials or business owners are published as |ssues & Answers on the facing page.
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Let}ers

Timetoclamp down
on motor bikerentals

| read your editorial about the jet-
ski accident, but what about all
the daily motorbike accidents?
People who rent motorbikes to
tourists don’t even ask for their
driving license.

As long they submit their
passport they can rent one, even
aracing bike.

Many peopledie every year
because of motorbike accidents
— people don't bother with hel-
mets, ride three to a bike, and
even taketheir babiesonthebike
with them.

The government should en-
force arule that bikes should be
rented out only to peoplewho can
show areal driving license.

| wishal touristsasafeholi-
day, and drive safe!

Ray
By email

It’stimetoend the
carnageon theroads

Every month around 20 people
arekilled on Phuket’sroads. The
livesof 20 fathers, mothers, broth-
ersor loversend pointlessly.

Every month more than
1,000 peopleareinjuredintraffic
accidents, many so seriously that
they will never walk again.

M ost residents know some-
one who has been killed or seri-
ously injured on the roads. De-
spite this fact, people still drive
far too fast and regularly take un-
necessary risks.

In many countries the po-
lice play an important rolein re-
ducing traffic accidents, enforc-
ing traffic rulesand speed limits,
but here this does not seem to be
the case.

| have seen police in front
of schoolsallowing underage chil-
drentoleavethe school premises,
often three to a motorcycle and
none wearing helmets; or watch-
ing motorcycles race in and out
of traffic on both sidesof vehicles
without doing anything.

It seems to me that at |east
part of the solution to reducing
this carnage would be through a
massive public relations cam-
paign, which should include:

e Large posters on al the
main roads updated every month
with the numbers of dead and in-
jured.

e Just before all the major
danger spots, such as Kata Hill,
large warning posters listing the
numbers of accidents, deathsand
injuries should be erected.

* Every hour every public
radio station serving Phuket
should broadcast road safety
messages, and every time some-
onediesinan accident they should
announce who it was, with the
slogan “ Speed kills. Slow down,
don't let the next death be you.”

These measures should be
taken immediately; each day
wasted is another life wasted.

Nicholas Bennett
Kata

The TAT has not
lgnored Khao Lak

FIRST

PERSON

riticisms of the seemingly

indifferent attitude of the

Tourism Authority of Thali

land (TAT) toward battered
Khao Lak, including that it was do-
ing little or nothing to help the area
recover, came soon after the tsuna-
mi.

Many people felt that an added
insult to the injury was the TAT deci-
sion to remove — until just two months
ago — all mention of the battered re-
sort from its website, effectively the
official portal for those considering
Thailand as a holiday destination.

The Gazette has long ques-
tioned this action, and the perceived
general inaction of the TAT regard-
ing the region. Businesspeople in the

devastated area and expatriates who
love Khao Lak have also sought an-
swers and explanations from the
TAT. None, apart from fudged re-
sponses, came.

Phang Nga Province itself fea-
tures in the “Destinations” section of
the TAT website, yet only the briefest
of mentions is made of Khao Lak.
Just eight resorts and guesthouses,
and only four restaurants are listed
for the entire province.

The TAT, it appears, has more
power at its disposal than Mother
Nature, for while the tsunami failed to
wipe Khao Lak off the map, the area
is not even named on the TAT's web-
site map of Phang Nga — despite the
province being one of the so-called
“Happiness Destinations”.

Vunsadej Thavarasukha, Ex-
ecutive Director, Advertising and Pub-
lic Relations Department of the TAT
in Bangkok, addresses the criticism.
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tisafact that the hotel- and
tourism-rel ated businessesin

Khao Lak were severely

damaged by the tsunami,
and damaged to such an extent
that they were not in an operable
condition.

[The TAT] removed Khao
Lak from its website — tempo-
rarily — because the product,
Khao Lak, had not recovered
from the tsunami and was not
therefore ready to sell.

Had we, the TAT, kept
Khao Lak on the website, then
people might have tried to book
into hotelsthat were no longer in
operation.

Putting anything other than
up-to-date information on our
website would have wasted the
time and energy of tourists[look-
ing for holiday information].

ASSISTANCE

However, we tried and still try
hard to promote every area in
country, especially those affected
by the tsunami —when and only
when those areas have enough
facilitiesfor customers.

You may ask why | said
that the TAT has tried hard to
assist and promote areas, and
want examples of what we have
instigated.

Well, the TAT has achieved
a great deal, including sending
staff to assist in the evacuation
of tourists from the affected ar-
eas.

We also organized training

in tourism-related subjects for
people — and not only those pre-
viously employed in the tourism
sector — who lost their jobs be-
cause of the tsunami to improve
their opportunities for employ-
ment.

In addition to this, the TAT
provided representatives of busi-
ness operators in the Andaman
areawith air tickets and space to
present their businesses at the
ITB (Internationale Tourismus-
burse Berlin).

FEES WAIVED

TheTAT asowaived thefeesfor
private-sector business from the
six affected Andaman provinces
that participated in [our] tourism
promotion events, both interna-
tionally and domestically.

The TAT has organized
various other campaignsaimed at
encouraging Thais to travel
withintheir own country.

These campaignswere bol-
stered by offering holidaysat dis-
count prices, and with the added
incentive of duty-free shopping
for Thais, a scheme initiated by
the Ministry of Finance.

[The duty-free scheme was
branded a flop by businesses
involved in it. See Phuket Ga-
zette, issue of December 3,
2005.]

The TAT was instrumental
in organizing and co-ordinating
events to commemorate 50 days
after the tsunami, and we are
currently assisting in the organi-

zation of the first anniversary
events.

We have provided assis-
tance and information to media
organizations, students, research-
ers and travel agencies on visit-
ing the area. Khao Lak also
hosted a regional Cabinet meet-
ing. Thisassistance, these events,
have [helped] and will help the
areato recover, and many people
have visited the area as a direct
result of our promotions and ac-
tivities.

So, you see, the TAT has
been helping all the tsunami-af-
fected areas in terms of interna
tional marketing and public rela
tionsto restore the confidence of
tourists. [As proof of this] hotel
bookingsfor the Christmasperiod
are reportedly averaging around
70-80%.

If you look at the TAT
website, then you will see that
Khao Lak islisted, and has been
since October. Wewill add more
details, more hotel and other list-
ings, as and when the businesses
begin to reopen — and when they
inform us of this.

We know what we are do-
ing. It is not true that the TAT is
focusing its efforts on the areas
of Thailand unaffected by thetsu-
nami; we have aduty to promote
al of Thailand and have suc-
ceeded in bringing peopleto, for
example, Phang Nga, as ex-
plained earlier.

That said, if an area of the
Kingdom experiences aproblem
of some kind and is not suitable

for tourists, then we must adjust
our efforts to ensure that vaca-
tioners continue to visit [other
parts of] Thailand.

TheTAT hasbeen giventhe
task of redeveloping the infra-
structure of Kamala and Patong
— with extraordinary budgets of
96.74 millionand 194.74 million
baht respectively — but not Khao
Lak.

DUTY

That responsibility, and for the
redevel opment of the Phi Phi Is-
lands, fallsto DASTA, the Des-
ignated Areas for Sustainable
Tourism Administration agency,
and the redevelopment of Khao
Lak isnow nearly 70% compl ete.

The TAT also has many
other recovery projects in pro-
gress [in the affected areas] at
the moment and has not yet sum-
marized the total budget.

The redevelopment plans
cannot yet beimplemented in all
of the affected areas because
there are many organizationsin-
volved inthe projects, [so people
should not] focus only on the
TAT; redevel opment of, and sus-
tainable tourism for, the affected
areas requiresthe cooperation of
[central and local] government
and the private sector.

To repeat, the TAT has not
ignored Khao L ak or other aress,
but our duty is to promote tour-
ismin Thailand asawhole.

Compiled by Anongnat
Sartpisut
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ON THE MOVE

Andrew Anurin Swatpakdi,
51, whoishaf-Thai but holds
Australian nationality, has
been appointed General Man-
ager of Kata Beach Resort.
Before moving to Phuket he
was Manager of the Royal
Princess Ranong Hotel in
Ranong Province. Previously
hewasRoomsDivision Man-
ager of the Dusit Rayawadee
Premier Resort in Krabi, and
held the same position in the
Santiburi Resort in Samui be-
fore that.

Theeradej

Sombun-
tham, 41, from Bangkok,
has been appointed Store
General Manager of Cen-
tral Department Store,
Phuket Branch (Central
Festival Phuket). He hasa
degreein businessmanage-
ment from Assumption
University of Thailand. He
joined the Central Groupin
1989. Previously he was
Group CategoriesManager
of Power Buy in Bangkok
for three years.

Boonchita Surinpa, 33,
from Bangkok has been ap-
pointed Sales & Marketing
Manager of Anuphas Pirom
Resort’s Baan Cocoon pro-
ject. She has a master’s de-
greein organization manage-
ment and a degree in man-
agement, both from Sri Pra-
thum University. Previously
she worked in marketing at
Laguna Phuket and was Ex-
ecutive Secretary of the Stu-
dent Center Service in Ku-
wait.

| TISSUES
By John Seebach

ecently | attended the

Phuket & Samui Prop-

erty Show in Hong

Kong where | had the
chance to meet several prospec-
tive home-buyers. | was quite
impressed with the selection of
villas, apartments, condominiums
and land available.

Thelevel of quality services
being touted was alsoimpressive,
as were many of the Western
amenities being offered. Some
included lighting control, central
audio and electric garage door
openers, while others included
home security systems and
broadband Internet connections.

Thisweek I'd like to share
my observations about what
peoplefrom the“real world” ex-
pect when it comesto broadband
Internet, and how it compares
with what you can get here in
Phuket.

Thefirst is price. | discov-
ered that there are basically two
choices for broadband in Hong
Kong; thefirstisADSL, and the
secondisCorporate Leased Line.
This is very much as it isin
Phuket, except for the fact that a
1Mbps (megabytes per second)
ADSL connection over there de-
livers about 800K bps (kilobytes
per second) speed, while here it
delivers about 180K bps speed.

The price works out at
pretty much the same, but when
you look at what you actually get,
for exampletryingto get thesame

What do others consider
ood broadband?

tobeg

speed asin Hong Kong, it would
trand ate to about 30,000 baht per
month, which for most mortalsis
far over-budget. When it comes
to corporate leased lines, the
speeds are similar, but again the
costs are more than 400% higher
in Phuket.

Inaddition, Hong Kong and
many other parts of Asia enjoy
online gaming, pay-per-view
movies, streaming video and
online conferencing that eclipse
any Internet call you can make
herein Thailand —and all for the
monthly price of an average
bottle of wine.

| went to see a demonstra-
tion of such servicesat oneof the
major suppliers’ retail centers,
and | was both impressed and
envious, to say the least. They
have such reliable, dedicated
speed that they are able to play
an online movie, stream music
from my favoriteradio stationin
San Francisco, carry on a Skype
international telephonecall, chat
on MSN and download the | atest
Microsoft Windows update—and
all at blazing speed on a 2,500-
baht-per-month ADSL connec-
tion. Wow!

So you canimagine some of
the responses of would-be home
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Internet users in Hong Kong are used to high quality high speed broadband services.

buyersin Hong Kong when they
find out about broadband pricing
and performancein Phuket. This
is actually a very big deal, and
does affect their decision
whether to buy ahomein Phuket
or Samui.

| spoketo several prospects,
and they all pretty much said the
same: itisgoingto bedifficult to
justify high costsjust to stay con-
nected to the outside world.

Let’'s face it; many people
looking to buy ahome in Phuket
are doing so as a second prop-
erty away from home; they will
still need to be connected to their
business and personal interests
when they are on the island.

We often install Internet
systems for these people that al-
low them to connect directly to
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their home office while staying
here. The challengesweface are
not so much technological but
arisefrom Internet speed, reliabil-
ity and price. The average con-
nection for this sort of use is
around 10,000 baht amonth, while
in Hong Kong it costs about
1,500 baht a month for the same
performance.

The next question iswhere
we go from here. The Thai gov-
ernment has initiated subsidized
ADSL at avery affordable price,
but itsperformanceisonly dightly
better than a good dial-up con-
nection. Other Internet Service
Providers (1SPs) such asL oxinfo
and Ji-Net are doing their best to
compete, but if you need real per-
formance, the priceis still quite
high.

Thereisoneshining light at
the end of the tunnel, however.
A new ISP from Singapore has
just opened shop in Phuket — Pa-
cific Internet. Its service is po-
tentially much better because it
has a direct link to Singapore

which does not go through the
CAT Telecom system in Bang-
kok.

Hopefully, thisisthe begin-
ning of the end for high-priced,
low-performing broadband in
Phuket. At present, the price is
still the same as other ISPs, be-
cause the government controls
the costs, but performance and
reliability arefar better and, with
time, the costswill become more
inlinewith the rest of the world.

Inafuturearticle, | will ex-
ploretheinsand outs of thisnew
service from Singapore, and
what it really meansto us broad-
band wannabes in Phuket.

John Seebach has 25 years’
consulting experience in infor-
mation systems and business
process re-engineering. His
company, Island Technology,
offers IT solutions and broad-
band services throughout
Southeast Asia. For more infor-
mation send an email to
john@islandtechnol ogy.com
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Property sector leads post-tsunami recovery

ourist arrivalsdropped 52%in the

nine-month period following the

December 26, 2004 tsunami.

However, while tourism-based
busi nesses suffered in the ensuing months,
investment in the real estate sector con-
tinued to grow.

Phuket Governor Udomsak Uswar-
angkura, giving an overview of the post-
tsunami economic recovery, based onfig-
uresfor thethird quarter of 2005, said that

of a contraction” during the first nine
months after the disaster.

Figures released by the Phuket Pro-
vincial Immigration Office recorded the
number of people entering the country
through immigration checkpointsin Phuket
as479,174, about half thefigure recorded
for thefirst three quarters of 2004, he said.

Some segments of thetourismindus-
try arerecovering better than others. Those
experiencing agood recovery includethe

the marine tourismindustry, yachting and
pleasure boating, he said.

Gov Udomsak said that investor con-
fidence in the province remained strong,
especially in the property and real estate
sector, which has been growing continu-
ously since the beginning of the year de-
spite the tsunami.

Although many fishing boats were
damaged or destroyed by the tsunami, the
Governor noted that the value of the total

of 2005 was higher than in the same pe-
riodin 2004.

Rubber production also increased
over the period, with high demand for raw
rubber mats raising prices to current lev-
els of about 51.5 baht akilogram.

Government spending inthe province
over the period was running at a deficit.
Total government spending for the period
was recorded at 3.82 billion baht, higher
than the 3.39 billion baht total in taxes col-

Phuket’seconomy experienced “ somewhat

golf tourism industry and two segments of

recorded catch over the first nine months

lected.

Source: Kom Chad Luek

Predicting the future means avoiding bandwagons

nvestorsawayshaveto ook

to the future, and predicting

the future is seldom an easy

task. The only way to have
any reasonable chance of suc-
cess without relying on intuition
is to assemble the present and
move it forward.

This entails, from a global
perspective, continually absorbing
economic data and making pro-
jections of how it will impact on
future events.

The director of one UK
fund management group once
said to me, “You know where a
party isgoing to start, the biggest
difficulty isknowing when.”

He was referring to future
eventsthat would lead to amajor
raly in any asset class.

Investors must always
avoid“jumping on bandwagons’.
Itiseasy tojoinininvestinginan
asset class that is very popular
and inwhich everybody seemsto
be making gains.

The “Tech” bubble of the
1990sisaperfect exampleof this
situation. The old stockmarket
adage of “always leave some
profit for the next guy” is sound
thinking.

However, human beingsare
asocial species; we virtually all
follow trends — habitually. The
fashion industry could hardly ex-
istif it were otherwise.

Trends exist throughout our
lifetime, but they change and so
doesthethinking of society.

In the situation facing the
investor, it can be expensive to
follow current views.

Thegloba stuationfor 2006
islooking attractivefroman over-
all perspective.

Certainly, therewill be prob-
lemsand challenges, but notwith-

By Richard Watson

standing any major natural disas-
ter or man-made event, the situ-
ationisgood.

Global economic growthis
set to continue for 2006. China
may slow somewhat, from its
current expansion of 9.5% to the
Chinese government’sprediction
of 8.5%.

The biggest threats are
probably to be found in some
emerging markets where gains
have been excessive and where
a substantial correction appears
imminent.

Many fund managers, espe-
cialy hedge fund managers, are
aggressively pursuing various
markets, not only stockmarkets
but aso currency and bond mar-
kets.

Various currenciestipped to
be danger zones for 2006 are the
Brazilian real, Turkish lira and
Hungarianflorint.

For hedge fund managers,
it is very tempting to borrow
cheaply in Japanese yen and in-
vest their own investors cash,
plus the borrowed money, and
leverage the returns in the pro-
Cess.

Their expertise, where it
exigts, isinidentifyinginvestment

-

' & GUEST HOUSE

Authantic Thal and international cuisana served in & new trandy and hip cadé.
Chill out over 8 masl and fine coffes.

3rd Street Caft & Guest House
10073-4 Kata Rd,

Karon, Muang, Phuket, 83100
TaliFax: 076-2B4510
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Dz daily B:30 am wrhil midnight

Currencies
tipped to be
danger zones
during 2006
include the
Brazilian real,
Turkish lira
and Hungarian
florint

areas and exiting at or near the
peak. The types of hedge funds
that indulge in these activities
watch each others’ strategieslike
hawks.

Nobody wantsto bethelast
to exit.

The Japanese Central
Bank, the Bank of Japan and the
Japanese Ministry of Finance, in
separate statements on Decem-
ber 5, made their attitude to the
value of theyen abundantly clear.
These statements were made
after the expiry of huge option
and derivate positionson Decem-
ber 2.

Until that time, it wasvirtu-
ally impossiblefor theyentofall
below 120 to the US dollar. Now
they are perfectly content to let
theyen drop in value; it can find
its own level. Perhaps they will
changetheir stanceif it becomes
excessive. Even this is by no
means certain.

A cheaper yen means a
more competitiveyenfor Japan's

exporters, and that means corpo-
rate profits in Japan when con-
verted back into yen are going to
beimpressive.

The Bank of Japan spent
around US$500 billion (inyen) in
the first four months of 2004 to
try to arrest the yen breaking up-
wards of 104 to the US dollar.

The Bank of Japan is not
just allowing its currency to de-
preciate against the USdollar but,
for example, the Chineseyuanis
also still effectively tiedtotheUS
unit, and it favorably impacts on
their trading situation with Asia
and many other countries.

Japanese exporters have a
history of repatriating cash back
into Japan during March, asthey
approach their financial year end.
Exporterswant to be ableto book
profits and currency gains back
onto their balance sheets.

Figures released in early
December reveal that Japanese
companies increased capital
spending by 9.6% in the third
guarter of 2005 —well above ex-
pectations. Thisisavital sign of
real confidence.

There may well be some
turbulencein the Japanese stock-
market and currency, but they are
most likely buying opportunities,
not atimeto sell.

Investment houses with a
good track record in Japanesein-
vestment include GAM, aunit of
UBS which was recently sold to
fellow Swissbanking group Julius
Baer; Schroder’s; and JPMorgan
Chase's unit JF Asset Manage-

ment, previously known as Jar-
dineFleming.

My personal favorite re-
mains Orbis Japan Equity. There
areno entry or exit costs, and the
investor can choose between the
USdollar or yen asthe base cur-
rency, allowing the separation of
investment and currency if de-
sired.

Switches between the cur-
rency classes of thefund arefree
of charge, and Orbis will allow
direct investment by the public
with aminimum of US$50,000 or
equivaent.

Returning to hedge funds,
especially the US variety, the
hedge funds that performed the
best in 2005 were those that spe-
cialize in distressed securities.
WEell, somebody had to make a
profit with Ford, GM and other
companiesthat “fell off acliff”.

For 2006, mergers and ac-
guisitions appear very attractive
in the US and elsewhere. Many
companies are holding huge
amounts of cash on their balance
sheets.

Personally, | will stick to
Japan and place most of my
money in ground rents and stu-
dent accommodation Funds.
Sleeping soundly isalwaysgood.

Richard Watson runs Global
Portfolios Co Ltd, a Phuket-
based financial planning ser-
vice. He can be contacted at
Tel: and Fax: 076-381997,
Mobile 01-0814611. Email
imm@] oxinfo.co.th
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Drumstick

beat r

ules

the regatta

By Chris Husted

PHUKET: In aKing's Cup Re-
gattadominated by strong winds,
Ray Roberts' Drumstick Quan-
tum Racing proved too quick,
beating Neil Pryde’'s Hi Fi by
nearly three minutes to win the
fina race of the Racing class to
take top honorsin thisyear’sre-
gatta, from December 3 to 10.

Drumstick’s consistent
good sailing allowed it to amass
7 points—four first and three sec-
ond places — in the series, two
points clear of Hi Fi.

Nick Burns' Mandrake,
despitefinishing sixthinthefinal
race, came third in the class.

Some short-spell doldrums
hampered racing in the first two
days, but winds picked up to a
healthy 14 knots on most of the
remaining days. On Day 4, the
danger factor went up anotch for
the 85 competing boats as gusts
blew more than 20 knots, and
there were two collisions.

Yachtpro 106 was forced
to retire from Race 4 after it sus-
tained a broken boom and ahole
inthedeck and hull inacollision
with Master Blaster, and 100-
year-old Eveline had her stern
clipped by 104-foot superyacht
Lady M.

Happily, no onewasinjured
in either incident.

With everything to win in
IRC 1 class, Octopussy staved
off persistent pressure in the fi-

essionals plan,

10 service [he highest o

CALL DLIE SHUONY KUUS TOHRAY

PHLKED
Tel- (Gh=T6) 355 M0 Fax
E-mail: Phuket@searasporis.co

nal race to finish just 12 seconds
ahead of Switchblade, with Ruby
Tuesday coming third.

The win saw Octopussy
leap-frog into first place for the
series, testament to the tight com-
petition throughout the regatta.
Although Octopussy and Ruby
Tuesday wrapped up the serieson
12 points apiece, top honors went
to Octopussy as she had finished
first in three races. Despite a
hearty effort, Switchblade ranked
third overall with 14 points.

La Samudra’swin in the fi-
nal IRC 2 race was hot enough to
stop Royal Thai Navy 1 fromwin-
ning the class with an impressive
tally of just 5 pointsfor the series.
La Samudra placed second over-
all inthe classwith 6 points, with
Royal Thai Navy 2 coming third
on 14 points.

The fina racein IRC 3 be-
longed to Sumatra, with Patrice
I11 coming second and Minx fin-
ishing third.

Patrice 11l took top honors
inthe serieswith six points, while
Minx (8 points) ranked second and
Sumatra (9) came third.

In the Sports Boats class,
Morten Jakobsen on Emma
Mathilde XX amassed an unbeat-
able 13 pointsbeforethefinal race,
and alowed the Finnish crew of
Yachtpro 106 to complete the se-
riesusing hisboat.

Scott Duncanson on Somtam
Express, happy with his crew’s
performance against the quick

Closing party time at Kata Beach Resort with Kilimanjaro Connection providing live music.

Platus, finished second overall,
just ahead of Jonathan Mahony's
Happy Endings on 20.4 points.

Brian Haydon's crew on
\ida proved dominantin the Pre-
mier class, finishing firstin four
of six races. Srewth, scoring 9
points with afirst and four sec-
ond places, and Moonblue on
16 points finished second and
third, respectively.

Moto Inzi, which was re-
ported to have hit ablistering top
speed of 24.9 knots during the
Andaman Sea Race, was sim-
ply too quick in the Multihull 1

Come HOME
to your GYM

and exercise
at your own
CONVENIENCE

supply
lity
i |

Www.scaraspo ris. L'ﬂl'l'l]

class, and won the series with a
tally of just 5 points. Cedar Svan
(9) came placed second overall,
while Coco Blues (10) wasthird.

Top honors in Multihull 2
class went to Chimera with a
perfect score of 4 points, followed
by Charro on 10 points, and
Raimon Land Chameleon (11
points) placing third.

Overall series results for
the remaining classes were:

Sunsail One Design: 1. Prin-
cess Anna (5 points), 2. Princess
Christina (9), 3. Princess Shar-
da (112)

Bareboat Charter: 1. Bintang
(7), 2. Team Camel Toe (Tompa)
(8), 3. Fidgi (9)

Classic: 1. Sanook (6), 2. Slvia
(9), 3. Lady M (13)

Ocean Rover: 1. Jemini Jo (9),
2. Aquavit 11l (11), 3. Amadeus
(12)

Thisyear also saw hot com-
petition off the water, as venues
competed to host the best post-
race party, for which the King's

108/74 Chalermprakiat Rd.,
T. Rassada, Phuket, B3000,

o R LT <

DO0DY 'OM&aRGCER

Cup is gaining a well-deserved
reputation.

Arguably the best of the
eventswasthe closing party held
by major sponsor Raimon Land
at Kata Beach Resort, complete
with fireworks, and Kilimanjaro
Connection providing livemusic,
while a follow-on party ensued
until the wee hours at Q Bar just
astroll down the sand.

That said, many would ar-
gue that Raimon Land were
obliged to pull out al the stops
following the show staged for the
grand opening of Royal Phuket
Marina, which included an ener-
getic dance performance by a
troupe specially brought down
from Bangkok.

All funaside, and asaways,
the King's Cup Regatta raised
fundsfor aproject patronized by
HM King Bhumibol Adulyadej.
Thisyear the money raised went
towards the Rajprathankros
Foundation, which provides tsu-
nami relief, including hel ping chil-
drenin Takuapa Dstrict in Phang
Nga Province.
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Darts winner nigh at

By Stephen Fein

PATONG: A meeting of theown-
ers of all the bars with teamsin
the Patong Darts League was
held at Shakers on the afternoon
of December 6 in order to try to
sort out the fiasco that resulted
from 14 unplayed matches accu-
mulating over the 22-week league
—some unplayed matches dating
from aslong ago as July.

At first, it was suggested
that thisleague smply be declared
“null and void”. Another sugges-
tion was that a four-way knock-
out tournament be played among
thefour teamstill in contention.

These ideas were rejected,
however, as unfair to the few

teamsdtill in contention for thetitle.
It was therefore agreed that all
matches that still have a possible
impact on thetitle will be played,
and al othersscratched. It wasleft
to the captains of the teams in-
volved to schedule and play all
makeup matches by Friday, De-
cember 16.

Another meetingwill beheld
at Winchester Bar on Soi Sea
Dragon at 4 pm on Saturday, De-
cember 17.

Then, thewinning team will
be declared and their venue will
host the awards party the follow-
ing Tuesday.

In arelated issue, many bar
owners pointed out the obvious
inequity of one team sending its

guysto another venue, spending
a lot of money there, and then
having the other team simply
cancel and not return the favor
— in some cases after the home
bar had already prepared a big
spread of food.

Terry of Amigos, who
chaired the meeting, asked all
bar owners to give serious
thought as to whether they
would have enough players to
field a team for the entire sea-
son. If not, they should consider
dropping out before the next
scheduleis drawn up, he said.

To keep the same situation
from arising in the next league,
it was agreed that:

— All cancellations must be

The company of the long-distance runner

By Anongnat Sartpisut

me do it in the privacy

of their own homes,

hile others venture to

he gym. Some do it in

public parksorinfull view of ev-

eryone on the beach —and Forrest

Gump did it for years. Read on,
thisstory will runand run...

Accordingto Noél Coward,
only mad dogsand Englishmengo
out in the midday sun. However,
early in the morning and as the
sun goesdown, averitable stream
of runners — long-distance and
middle-distance, middle-aged,
young and old alike—can be seen
pounding the beaches and hills,
avenues and aleyways of theis-
land, comerain or shine.

Onesuch runner isGerman
Karsten Schiemann, who won
the Phuket Beach Mountain
Marathon 2005, which was held
in and around Kata.

Mr Schieman told the Ga-
zettethat heisafervent “ironman
competitor” who takes part in
many competitions throughout
Thailand, but especially in
Bangkok, Pattayaand Songkhla.

Speaking of the routes
through Kata-Karon, he said,

ol cam tnest,
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Green Thumb=

“It’'satough runwith hillsup and
down, but the views from the
stretches on the beach make it
the best place to run on the is-
land.”

Heexplained, however, that
when heisnot running up hill and
down dale in Phuket, heis often
to be found on the streets or in
the gyms of Chon Buri, wherehe
lives. “ You feel sogoodif youdo
sport,” he concluded.

Sunthon Maiperk, 30, from
Nakhon Sri Thammarat, said, “I
love to exercise, whether it be
playing football or running.

“l think Phuket is a good
environment, especially the
beaches, inwhichtorun, athough
| often run in public parks. | like
torunall thetimefor my health.”

Families that run together
havefun together, it would seem.
Arunee Un-chaleorn, her hus-
band Richard Dewis, and three
daughters, Lena, 13, and twins,
Narinda and Nataly, 9, run in
competitions and as part of their
daily lives, shesaid.

“I love to run at Suan
Luang Park in the morning. In
fact it is probably my favorite
place — safe and not too sunny,”
she said.

Mo matter whether you are a car lover, a gardener, a i
home lover or a professional, you can find quality tools 11
and accessories available ur‘-l-. at True YValue- m

the store y

Tel: 076 249-504

Shealso enjoysaquick jog
around Bang Wad Reservoir be-
cause there are very few cars
there.

“Everyone can run [but for
different reasons]. | began run-
ning because | need to win for
myself, to set myself targets.”

Chalerm Chankorn, 42,
likestorun 10to 21 kilometersa
day. “1 normally runinthemorn-
ing at Suan Luang Park. It's con-
venient because of where | live,
and my friendsrunthere, too. But
if you ask me, it is too busy
there,” he said. “Too many bi-
cyclesand walkers, which get in
my way and slow me down.”

K. Chalerm sometimesruns
at Surakul Stadium and Saphan
Hin“...becauseitisquieter.” He
asogivetheinsdetrack onaploy
to encourage yourself to go
faster. “Run in a group,” he ad-
vised. “1f one member tires, then
they arelesslikely to stopif there
are others with them.

“Running solo or doing it
with others doesn’t matter, nor
does whether one runs on the
beach, the roads or on amachine
inagym. Theimportant thing is
to keep on running for your
health.”

made by advance notice, at the
latest by Sunday or Monday be-
fore the scheduled match.

— All makeup matches must be
played by thefollowing Tuesday
or be declared a “walkover”.
Given some of the events of the
past year, however, it was de-
cided to allow someextraleeway
here, but only in the event of
natural disasters or great per-
sonal tragedy —not if ateam sim-
ply has trouble finding enough
players.

— Bar owners canceling matches
which cannot be rescheduled by
mutual agreement within aweek
will deliver a*lost business’ pay-
ment to the home venue of 3,000
baht. This payment will be 4,500

|ast

baht inthe event of alast-minute
cancellation or unannounced no-
show, defined as a match for
which food has aready been ar-
ranged.

—The organizer will try toincor-
porate Buddhist holidays, when
the barsmust close, and other big
holidaysthat are asource of can-
cellations, such as New Year's
and Songkraan, into the schedule.
—Itwasunanimously agreed that,
for the next league, thefinal week
of play will be the final week of
play. Period.

— It was aso agreed to write a
proposal seeking sponsorship
from a major brewery, such as
Boonrawd or Thai Asia Pacific
Brewery.
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Home of the Wek

his luxurious new four-

bedroom detached

house has excellent sea

views to the west coast
overlooking Surin and Bang Tao
Beaches. It is set in a small but
exclusive estate of 18 Thai-style
villas, on aplot of 2,254 square
meters with 1,300sgm of living
space —878sgm internal .

Great care has been taken
by the owner to ensure excellent
interior design, with furnishings
fitted to the highest standards.
Power throughout the house is
provided viaaVantage el ectrical
system.

The 40-sgm lounge boasts
a60-inch TV screen, and the 32-
sgm dining room can easily ac-
commodate adinner party for 12
people.

There are two kitchens
(25sgm and 15sgm) fitted with
Black Africa granite and Teka
furnishings.

Both thelounge and dining
roomlook down onto theinfinity-
edgepool (15mx 5m), whichalso
has changing room facilities.

There is a separate 33-sgm
bedroom by the swimming pool,
which could be used as guest
guarters. It has an en-suite bath-
room with tropical shower, sunk-
en bath and jets.

On the lower level of the
main house is another bedroom
with study overlooking the out-
side terrace and a beautiful wa-
terfall inthegarden. It hasan en-
suite bathroom with tropical
shower.

Thethird bedroom, measur-
ing 25sgm, has an en-suite bath-
room with tropical shower and
sunken bath, aswell asatropical
garden and bal cony.

The fourth bedroom is the
largest, measuring 33sgm. It in-
cludes a walk-in dressing room.
Again, en-suitefacilitiesinclude
atropical shower and sunken bath
intropical gardens.

Finally there is a sports
room/open living room with bar
area, pool tableand 42-inch TV.

The estate has 24-hour se-
curity, communal landscaping,
and garbage collection, withmain-
tenance fees set currently at
28,000 baht amonth. A clubhouse

The premier

with tennis court and gymnasium
will be completed by March next
year. Thereis also a shuttle ser-
vice provided to the beach.

Surin Beach was not di-
rectly affected by thetsunami and
has somewonderful local seafood
restaurants, fine shoppingin The
Plaza, for example, and fine ho-
tels such as Twin Palms, The
Chedi and Amanpuri.

luxury villa ]L"'H'LIL *Nce
in l I"lLl].(i;"t LOW N

All theloose furnishingsin
the house are included in the
price, so the buyer can move in
immediately. The asking priceis
65 million baht.

For more information contact
Gary S Holmes & Associates at
Tel: 04-0568420, or visit the
website www.garysholmes-
associates.com

December 17 - 23, 2005
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Christmas crackers S

thisis Christmas, and
what have we done?

ever mind that for

ow, becauseit’'stime
to deck the halls with boughs of
holly, falalalala, lalalalaand
to don we now our gay apparel,
falalalaadinfinitum.

Gay apparel may be easy
to find in Phuket, but what of
holly, mistletoeand all the
trimmingsrequiredfor a

typically tropical poolside 3% guaranteed rental return

Yuletide? . A bk e
Northern European plants Oine- and two-bedroom suites

may be somewhat tricky to pick oy Freehold title available to foreigners

up here, but for almost every-
thing else, you need ook no
further — and God rest ye merry
gentlemen, et nothing you

Complimentary regular golf club membership

Sales Ohifice o Conal Willype

dismay — before popping along Teel: Gy K01 P05 524 B Fars: s 1) 76 324 005
to thefirst floor of Central _ . E-mail: propertyilagunaphule, com La.Eun'a.
Festival Phuket. =g .' e - : www.lagunagropemy. com PREXFLETY

A dazzling array of fake
Christmastrees, ranging in
height from three to eight foot,

isavailable at prices starting at i . ! = fer S0 oM e
295 baht and costing up to0 3,950  § - - 5‘??"""‘%

baht. e i a 3 ®
L ; AMDADMAM MH. CUHTAIN
CANDLES

Central also stocks a
range of tree ornaments — look!
there's Santa, there's a reindeer
and over yonder twig an angel
—at prices from 25 to 125 baht.
Festive candles go for between
85 and 325 baht, depending on
size.

Orders in excess of 5,000 o it atat Bplengs

baht will be delivered free on Jighting.com

Phuket. al: 076 254 826 Fax: 076 254 827
Pinata Party Supplies at

59 Thalang Rd in Phuket City

produces an exciting range of

Christmas gifts and accesso-

ries.

Picture your perfect day..  Baan Paradise

Everything from party
poppers—no, hot amyl nitrate —
to festive tableclothsin wipe-
clean vinyl, paper hats, banners
and even Christmassy hair clips
can be found under its roof at
prices ranging from 30 baht to
400 baht.

Merry Christmas, every-

For more information call Pi- | (GARDENS ? e

nata at Tel: 076-258072 or P e b ER et e it .
visit www.pinatapartyplace. e b e e e e e P ; LLIKLJF‘," Condominiums
com ]
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me names mystify me.

Not justintheplant world,

ut elsewhere too. For

ample, why would any-

one want to call a motorcycle a
“Smash” ? Did agroup of Suzuki
marketing types get together ina
63-floor office at Suzuki head-
guarters and dream this one up?

You can picture the scene,
brainstorming an appropriate de-
sign name for their newest bas-
ket bike. “The Suzuki Imagine,”
says one of them. “That Honda
lot have got the ‘Dream’, after
al.” “No,” say theothers, “they’ll
think we’'re copying.” “How
about the ‘Bobcat’?” asks an-
other. “Isn’t that already a bull-
dozer thing?’ one of themretorts.

By now, they’ regetting abit
tired — this naming bikes job is
seriously hard work. They’'re
reaching the stage when they’re
ready to put downtheir clipboards
and head for the nearest bar for
a well-earned beer. “Can’'t you
lot think of anything, then?” asks
thebossin desperation, also gag-
ging for apint.

“I know,” says the newest
member of the team, eager to
impress. “How about something
which encapsulates the bike; a
namewhichwill inevitably apply
to whoever drivesit?’ “Thishad
better be good,” growlsthe boss.
“The Suzuki Smash,” he says,
beaming. “ Fantastic!” comesthe
response. Within minutes, they're
in the pub getting “ Smashed” .

Thereareanumber of plant

WHAT'SIN A NAME?

names around that
are equally mysteri-
ous. Moses-in-a-
boat and mother-in-
law’s tongue are a
couple whose ori-
gins escape me.
One that | really
have a hard time
fathoming, though, is
the Madagascar
periwinkle. Its geo-
graphical derivation
is self-explanatory,
but “periwinkle”?
Please.

The Madagas-
car  periwinkle
(pung puay in Thai)
commonly residesin
sand, evenif itisn’'t quiteascon-
spicuous as other sand-dwellers
such as the sea bean, or our old
friend, the casuarina.

The shrubby little plant is
seen just about everywhere on
theidand, andisparticularly well-
suited to the Phuket climate. If
left togrow wild, it will propagate
effortlessly, and will reach about
half ameter in height.

In just about every Phuket
garden and beach resort, you're
bound to see these small, five-
lobed flowers all over the place.
They’ re about three centimeters
wide on the end of green shiny-
leafed stalks. They seem to re-
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The Madagascar periwinkle

produce effortlessly and, once
planted outside the confines of a
garden, it'soften difficult to stop
their spread without uprooting
swathes of them. So much so
that you rarely see alone plant —
they'resocidl littlethings.

The Madagascar peri-
winkle, like many of the flowers
we see every day, isin fact poi-
sonous. | can’'t say that I've
tested the poison theory myself,
but apparently the taste is ex-
tremely bitter, and even cattle
won't eat it. It's a member of
Frangipani family. You know the
Frangipani [featured in the Ga-
zette of December 3] — it's a

decorative, sweet-
smdlingtreefounddl
over Thailand. Not
oneto eat, though.

Anyway, back
to the focus of this,
the Madagascar peri-
winkle. That name
really ishard work —
surely there must be
amore user-friendly
moniker?1t hasfairly
thick leaves with a
glossy, almost pol-
ished appearance. It
would seem that any
plant that has these
shiny leavesis prob-
ably harmful in some
way, and there are
plenty of them once you start
looking.

Unlike many other plants
that produce flowers at selected
times of the day, or only at cer-
tain times of the year, the flow-
erson the Madagascar periwinkle
appear amost non-stop. They only
come in two colors — white and
purple. No other choices, and no
shades in between. That’s your
lot.

Somethink that asitsname
suggests, that itisinfact anative
of Madagascar, while others be-
lieveit originatesfrom the Carib-
bean. Wherever it’sfrom, aslong
asit getsplenty of sun, it will tol-
erate fairly harsh conditions and
will be perfectly content in the
sandiest sail.

But there's a downside to
thisone. Unlikemost of the plants
that thrive on the island, despite

my best efforts, Madagascar
periwinkles seem, on occasion, to
enjoy teasngmeby giving uptheir
will tolive.

| don't get it. | try to look
after my plants and do my best
for them, | really do. But thisone
seems to have somewhat vindic-
tive tendencies — I’'m beginning
to get thefedling it’spersonal. For
no particular reason, some plants
spontaneously decide that their
time has come.

Firstly, theleaveswither up
and generally look pathetic, amost
as if it hasn’'t been watered or
attended to. Despite my protes-
tations and reassurances that |
have actually been looking after
it, its next move is for the flow-
ersto reducein size and then curl
up, and for the whole plant to
depart quietly.

Why?Maybeit'sjust had a
bad day or is feeling depressed.
Perhaps it has “guilt issues’ as
the Americans would say, over
its poisonous tendencies. In any
case, everything else next to the
departed one is quite content. In
fact | rather think that they’'re a
bit miffed that their neighbor has
decided on suicide. So much so
that they respond by blooming
and spreading as vigorously as
they ever have.

The Madagascar periwinkle
is an enigma. It has one of the
more inexplicable names in the
plant world, and it's one of the
few that spreads like rabbits on
speed at the same time as com-
mitting selective hara-kiri.

| wonder if it was ateam of
“experts’ that came up with the
origina name?If so, at least they
got something right about the pro-
cess — I'm off to the pub.
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HILLSIDE RETREAT

PA KHLOK: Krissana Parkland,
on the east side of Phuket cov-
ers 58 rai of land on a hillside
overlooking the sea.

The estate is not far from
the Jack Nicklaus-designed Mis-
sion Hills Phuket Golf Club Re-
sort & Spa. In addition, thereis
easy access to Boat Lagoon, the
Royal Phuket Marina, the British
Curriculum International School
and Phuket International Airport.

Joe S. Kasisopa, Managing
Director of Singhara Global Es-
tate (SGE), which is the project
developer, told the Gazette that
construction started in November
2004 and should be completed by
the end of 2006.

Krissana Parkland repre-
sents an investment of 650 mil-
lion baht. The 55 detached
houses — all fully furnished and
with apatio and deck area, swim-
ming pool, steam room, Jacuzzi,
sala, parking and storage space
—are split into three types:

Baan Bayan. Twenty four
of these two-story homes are
being built. Each hasaliving area
of 207 square meters, with three
bedrooms and five bathrooms.
Prices, plot and villa inclusive,

range from 17.1 million baht to
18.9 million baht.

Baan Panan. There are 13
of these single-story houses, each
with two bedrooms and four bath-
rooms and a total living area of
156sgm. Prices range from 13.1
millionto 15.2 million baht.

Baan Pandewi. Four of
these single-story homes are
available, featuring four bed-
rooms, six bathrooms and a spa-
ciousliving areaof 375sgm. The
prices, plot and villa inclusive,
range from 28.7 million baht to
46.1 million baht.

The remaining 14 unitsare
built-to-order houses. K. Joe ex-
plained that if customersreserve
a plot and request a particular
style of house, his team will de-
signand buildit.

Krissana Parkland homes
are being built of top-quality ma-
terialsincluding teak, date, sand-
stone and granite.

Each home will have an
electronic access door control.
Water is supplied from the pro-
ject’s own well and by the local
mains supply. The common areas
are to be manged by SGE.

K. Joe said, “We are mar-

For more information, contact Snghara Global Estate Co at Tel:

01-6963539, 01-5389869, or email:

info@theglobal estate.com

The project website is at: www.krissanaparkland.com
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DIVIDY |
keting the project to Russian and
European buyers. These houses
aredesigned specifically ascom-
fortable second homes for them.
Forty percent of the construction
is compete and four houses have
already been sold: three Bayan
and one Panan.”

The architect isHome One
Design Co, whiletheinterior de-
sign is by Be Gray Co, and the
contractor is E-24 Co.
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- 3-bedroom house with
2 bathrooms

- 2ar conditioners

- newly painted

- 1telephoneline

- land areais200sgm.
Asking2.35 million baht.

Tel:  01-7974606, O01-

WEST COAST
LAYAN

Gorgeous 460sgqm plot
with sea view. Great loca-
tion. Gated community.
Price: 26 million baht.
Please call for more details.
Tel: 01-8924497.

BEACH APARTMENT

Spacious, modern, 2-bed-
room apartments. Some
with sea view, 2 mins
walk to the beach. Gar-
dens, pools, clubhouse,
gym, sauna. Prices start
from 8.5 million baht.
Onsite sales office; meet
the developers. Tel: 06-
2806624. For details,

visit: WWW.
bangtaobeachgardens.
com

STUDIO APARTMENT
New development. Sea
views, pool, gardens, fully
furnished to a high standard.
Only 2.7 million baht. Please
call Tel: 07-8893838.

KATA LAND PLOTS
900m to the beach. Prices
from 1.3 million baht. Please
contact for further informa-
tion. Tel: 01-0918908.
E m a i | :
katabeachestate@hotmail.
com

SHOPHOUSE FOR SALE
in central Patong. Only 9.5
million baht. Fully tenanted,
with a long lease. Please call
for more information. Tel: 07-
8817600.

b FOR SALE

G-bedraam, S-bathroom wesifacing villa overiooking Kata
Beach. Oma of § individual howsas in 8 secure, wallad
compound but with no sharad land and no monthiy
charges. Finished to a high standard with Italtan granite
floors, it includes a deluxe kilchan, large balcomy owerkook-
ing Kala Beach, swimming pood and parking for 3 cans.

19,600,000 baht

——

POOL VILLAS
NEAR LAGUNA

2- to -4-bedroom villas
each with swimming pool,
modern kitchen, air condi-
tioning, landscaping. 5-star
quality. Prices start at 8.9
million baht. Tel: 076-
261999, 06-6825156.
Fax: 076-261994. Email:
info@twovillas. com For
further details, please see
our website at:

LAND FOR SALE
on the bypass road, 27 rai,
180 meters wide. Tel: 07-
2670488.

RAWAI LUXURY VILLA
144sgm house with
400sqgm or 600sgm of land
for sale. Located 350m from
the beach. Priced from 2.4
million baht. Tel: 06-686-
5567. Email:
free_holdprop@yahoo.com
BEACH HOUSE

Only 2 minutes to the beach,
3 levels, on a quiet street.
Selling for 2.7 million baht.
Tel: 04-8405834.

HOUSE FOR SALE
IN KATHU

house with 3 air condition-
ers and solar cell hot wa-
ter. Asking 3.45 million
baht. Please call for more
details. Tel: 076-202585,
09-1968449 .

VERY NICE CONDO
Rawai, 28sgm, newly reno-
vated and fully furnished;
with air conditioner and
fridge. Asking 650,000 baht.
Please call for more details.
Tel: 04-1899336.

KATHU, 2 STORIES
Brand-new, with Chanote
title; 2 bedrooms, 2 bath-
rooms and 2 air conditioners.
Asking 2.5 million baht. Tel:
04-1843484.

2 STORIES, RAWAI

130sgm house with
Chanote title, brand-new,
close to a school, 400m from
the beach; asking 1.3 million
baht. Please contact for
more information. Tel: O6-
6865567. Email: free_
holdprop@yahoo.com

www.knightfrank phuket.com

Djinmah Santi
“an investrnent in paradise”
= just 19 prasmiam vilias, all with sea views
cvgrioaking Kalm Bay
- ward-sinning intemational architects ard
indanior dasignems

- ppEn-Noor plans thal maEnirize S8 views in s
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East Coast Ocean Villas
“tranguility overlooking the east coast™
« affordable 2 bedrooms. s=aview apafmenis
far rel
= fully furnished with modem finishings
- Large baleonies and spacious iving aieas
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Crowne Plaza Residences
“affordable beachside luxuwry”

- @l gparimanls have ooaan Wiews, jusl 1 minuta
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- rianaged by Crowne Flaza (Imercontinental
Halels Graup)
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HOUSE FOR SALE

A new, detached, house for
sale, just 5km to British cur-
riculum International School.
Size: 75 square wah, with 3
bedrooms and 2 bathrooms.
Price: 2.15 million baht.
Please contact for further
details.Tel: 04-8516115.
Email: suksavat@hotmail.

PRIME AO CHALONG
BEACHFRONT

Famous lighthouse up for| com
sale again. Development
potential on spare land.| TOWNHOUSE

Only interested parties,
please. No brokers. Con-
tact via email:

located at Boat Lagoon Ma-
rina. 200sgm. Asking 9.5
million baht. Please contact
for info. Tel: 01-2734000.
Email: charly@bonello.de

PATONG CONDOTEL

Laguna Townhome Resale (Phase 1)
“guaranteed lfestyle investment”

- 3 badroams, maids guarlers,

cutstanding furniture and fink

- Ingated in Laguna's most soughil-after phase
rrentad, excalent lfastyle choice
seaune lcalion

- purchasa includes all Laguna Daralis and

Andara “luxury villas and spa”

- |LEsl 24 prvaba luxury resickances. all with

- d of B bednsam residences available

- guperiar finishings, lush trapical landscaping
- @ach Thai style villa includes an 18-meter infinigy
edge poal

Luxury Holiday Retreat,
“a grab at 30 baht million™
-4 badrooms private residencas with pool and

- wel-appainied vila near Laguna
expelent as a hakday or relirement vila, ar as

- an-gha faciies incude tannis court, ciub house
and commion podl

fvate pool, sala,
rgs

= # ..

LAND FOR SALE
Located at Cherng Talay, a
72-square-wah plot with
Chanote title is for sale. Price:
500,000 baht. Tel: 04-
8516115. Email:
suksavat@hotmail.com
HOUSE & LAND

in Nai Thon, for sale. Tel: 07-
2811995.

PATONG CONDOS
Condos with nice sea views,
28sgm and 56sgm, for sale.
Priced from 750,000 baht.
Near bank and post office.
Tel: 09-4740227. Email:
chotip_5 @hotmail.com

A foreign freehold seaview
condo of 56sgm, 350m from
the beach is for sale. Asking
1.6 million baht. Please con-
tact for more information.
Tel: 06-6865567. Email:
free_holdprop@yahoo.com

All classifieds
in these pages are
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Phuket Properties

#5hudie, 182 bedroam reserl
oporments

# Ploniotsan house desigr

#Full range al 24-haus resar

# 5 minutes in Bang Too Becs
Baki 3.5 - 7.15 millian

#1-1 bedrooms poal vilkas en
150-300 sg.m, ploti
0 cenier & beodh
L)

rlirs fram Bang Tos Beach
" guorariecd rental relurn
Baht 7.7 - 11.8 million

# Modern Thoi style houses

# 1 badrocens, 4482-537 sg.m,
lord plet

# Swimnming pool & 2 porking
e

#Jusd 5 minudes Iroim Rewal Beach

Boht 2.9 & 11.5 million

# 73 rai of land with Chonaole
Titla in Kek Kray, Pheng Mga
i
# Locoted neorby 5 & & star hotels
# 358 mairms of baochfreni

Baht &.9 million/roi

Professional Real Estole
Belvies an Phuke! Praperties
Holiday Lettings
PFroparty Monogamani
Reseorch & Valuotion
Develapment
& Design Consultancy

076 239 9467
phuket@cbre.com

Garden Place w.; mu
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Beautiful detailing Modern living Green surroundings

www.gardenplace-phuket.com

See our display houses (1.35 - 2.2 million bahi) f'f
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Homes and |_and for Sale
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BEST SEA VIEW
IN PHUKET

"

Owner is selling an exclu-
sive, top-quality 6-bedroom
house in Kamala, located
near Phuket FantaSea,
1.5km from the beach and
next to a beautiful, natural
lake. The house has all the
facilities you need — a Eu-
ropean-Thai kitchen, large
living-dining room with
pantry-bar; 2 bedrooms on
the ground floor and 4 bed-
rooms on the 1t floor with
en-suite bathroom; a large
attic, hot water supplied by
solar heating system, own
well and drinking water,
etc. Large, mature garden
with outdoor Jacuzzi.
Chanote title, total land

Chanote title, underground
electricity, main roads, lots
of water all year for pools
and home, beside a na-
tional park, 10 minutes to
airport, 15 minutes to Lo-
tus, 12 minutes from Brit-
ish int’l school and 2 ma-
jor golf courses, US$0-
1.5 million homes being
built here, complete view
of Phang Nga Bay — con-
sidered one of the 7 won-
ders of the world. Only 3.2
million baht per rai (you
don’t have to pay too
much for class). Tel: 07-
2747470. Email: nsupin@
yahoo.com

area: 1,180sgm. 90,000

baht net rental income until
August 2006. Asking 18
million baht. Please contact
Franz Brun in Chalong for
details. Tel: 076-282737,
01-4761415. Email:
forun@Iloxinfo.co.th

RAWAI, 2-STORY

house. 200sgm house with
Chanote title, brand new,
close to a temple, 450m
from the beach; asking 1.8
million baht. Please contact
for more info. Tel: 06-686-

5567. Email: free_holdprop @

yahoo.com
LUXURY TOWNHOUSE

for sale. New, 3-bedroom,
fully furnished townhouse
with an office, parking, an
extra granny flat and sea
views. No agents, please.
Tel: 07-2650118. Email:
ant p_clark@yahoo.co.uk

1 RAI - CHALONG

I have 3 lots in Chalong area,
a super nice savannah-type
area — nice trees, quiet,
stream. 3 million baht per rai.
Please contact for further in-
formation. Tel: 07-2747470.

Email: nsupin@yahoo.com

NICE POOL VILLAS
FOR SALE

in Kata, Nai Harn and Rawai.
Prices start from 6.8 million
baht. Chokechai Property.
Tel: 04-8374429. Email:
chokechaiproperty @
yahoo.co.uk

2 RAI IN RAWAI

Asking 2.2 million baht per
rai. Need to sell quick: 2 rai
in Rawai beside k/ong (ca-
nal). Tel: 07-2747470.
Email: nsupin@yahoo.com

PATONG LAND FOR SALE
11 rai (4.4 acres)of titled land
with an Andaman sea view,
2km up a hill from Patong
Beach. Asking US$200,000
per rai. Tel: 01-6408670,
05-8148144. Fax: 02-383-
5512. Email: rsakornsin@
yahoo.com

LUXURY CONDO

for sale. Brand new, 2 bed-
rooms, fully furnished, with
air conditioner. Tel: 07-265-
0118. Email: ant_p_clark@
yahoo. co.uk

RAWAI CONDOS

with sea views. 27, 54 and
81sqm. Prices start from
350,000 baht. Financing for
3years available. Foreign free-
hold. Tel: 09-4740227. Email:
chotip_5@hotmail.com

Contact:
Fax: 076-284611

LOOK for serious

INVESTOR in a real estate project (ol
build 18 luxury condos/apartments ing
KATASKAROM area. Ready to go, with
land and licenses. Investment: 10 .
Million Baht (200,000 euros) 100% rofit S
20 Million Baht (400,000 euros) return &
after approximately; 1 year{no risk).

Email: info@msa-phuket.com

SEAVIEW HOME
FOR SALE BY OWNER

Located in most exclusive
neighborhood (Baan Suan
Kamnan). Nothing but
views. 3 bedrooms + pri-
vate master bedroom
guesthouse. 3-meter deep
pool. High and large mas-
ter bedroom balcony. 32
million baht — firm. Email:
pococonnor@hotmail.
com

LUXURY VILLA
3-bedroom seafront villa lo-
cated on tip of southern
headland of Kata Beach. Lo-
cated on the rocks 15 meters
above the sea with stunning
Andaman sea views. 15m x
6m infinity pool. Outdoor
showers attached to bed-
rooms. Contemporary Asian
architecture. Design influ-
ences and artifacts combina-
tion of Japanese, Thai and
Balinese. Tel: 65-96210254.
Email: seavest@ singnet.
com.sg For details, see:
www.housephuket.com

KAMALA HOUSE

4 beds, 3 baths, wooden
floors, pool, 5 mins to beach.
8.25 million baht. Tel: 09-
2891659. Email: 7 1ster@
gmail.com For more details:
www.phukethouseforsale.com

GREAT APARTMENT
for sale. 2 bedrooms, fully
furnished, with a pool, in a
secure complex. Please con-
tact for more info. Tel: 07-
2650118. Email: ant_p_clark
@yahoo.co.uk

LARGE LUXURY HOUSE
Superbly-built family house
for sale in a nice location. For
more details and pictures,
see: www.phukethouse.info

BIG & SMALL LOTS
We have 1-rai, O-rai and O-
rai lots for sale in Rawai and
Chalong at great prices. Tel:
07-2747470 or Email:
nsupin@yahoo.com

BUILDING FOR SALE
3.5 floors in a good location
for doing business in Phuket
City. Asking 6 million baht for
2 buildings. Please call for info.
Tel: 09-8731019.

UNIQUE SPA
RESORT

Home on Phuket. A new

house with distinctive
character. Fully furnished
with select quality mate-
rial. Stunning garden and
a cozy spa. 1.67 rai, lo-
cated 5 minutes to Nai
Harn. Tel: 01-4462021 or
09-6481136. Email:
baanphuchaofa@ yahoo.
com For more info, see:
www.phuchaofa.com

HOUSE FOR SALE

A 5-bedroom, 4-bathroom,
house with pool and quality
finishings, in Phuket Country
Club with a beautiful fairway
and lake views. Includes
membership. Asking 18 mil-
lion. Please call for more in-
formation. Tel: 06-2772691.

HOUSE FOR SALE

with pool. Furnished, with 4
bedrooms and 3 bathrooms,
located in Chalong. Asking
15 million baht. Please con-
tact for more information.
Tel: 07-2674342. Email:
agentsmith@ji-net.com

FOR SALE

New, furnished villa with 3
bedrooms, 2 bathrooms,
lounge, dining room, air con-
ditioner, UBC, hot showers
and a tropical garden, in a
fantastic location in quiet
private estate, 2 minutes to
sea, b minutes to Phuket
City. Genuine valuation 3.9
million baht. For quick sale,
asking 2.6 million baht. No
time wasters. Please contact
owner for more details, Paul.
Tel: 06-2833227.

9 RAI - RAWAI AREA
1.6 million baht per rai for 9
rai, perfect for development
of 4 houses per rai only.
Please contact for details.
Tel: 07-2747470 or Email:
nsupin@yahoo.com

GOOD PRICE HOUSE
A house in quiet, safe Land
& Houses Park, 86 square
wah, with 2 bedrooms, air
conditioner, 2 bathrooms, a
living room and a built-in
kitchen. Asking from 2.7 to
3.5 million baht. Please call
Tel: 01-5979049.
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e =
I4-year-ald development
of beach houses, Company
retains ownership of 27 rai
of truly prime keachfront
land, still undeveloped.
Suitable for estate ar
resart, joint venture
considered,

Price: 42 million baht.
Contact:

mi:hi:lmﬁhutlrmil.um

'.‘II:HI mur;inf "'n:r-um
ron £in
Ilmﬂm cliff. Elmntlr
| has a small |0-reom guest-
hause an the property but

the large property is

essentlally undeveloped and |

pristine, with old trees
and wildlife. Price:
35 million baht. Contact:
mschadr hotmail.com

RESORT APARTMEMNTS
AT LAYAMN

Tel: 076 271 535

www.oCeonbree e phukel.com

DIRECT FROM OWNER
Nice 2-story house, approxi-
mately 140sgm, fully deco-
rated + 5 air conditioners.
Located in safe area in Kata.
Company and financing
available. Asking 4.5.million
baht (90,000 euros). Tel:
01-7888280. Email:
mauram7 @hotmail.com

BEACH PLOTS

Beautiful half-rai (800sgm)
plot with 15m white sand
beach frontage. Located on
Nakha Island, only 2 min-
utes from Phuket’s east
coast (Ao Por Pier), 25 min-
utes to airport and major
shopping centers. For sale
direct from owner. 3.5 mil-
lion baht. Please call for
more information. Tel: 01-
3430777.

SINGLE HOUSES

Last three houses of 204sgm
each for sale, located on Chao
Fa East Rd. Each has 3 bed-
rooms, 2 restrooms, 1
kitchen, 1 living room. Asking
2.05 million baht per house.
Please call for more informa-
tion. Tel: 01-5973398. For
further details, please see our
website at: www.phuket-
kthome.com

NEAR BRITISH SCHOOL
The Woodlands, limited num-
ber of Pool Homes available
now. Financing available.
Please contact for more infor-
mation. Tel: 076-380400.
Email: siamuk@ loxinfo.co.th

NAI HARN LAND

2-rai plot ready to build . It
has electricity, water and a
wall around the land. Can be
sold with a company title.
Asking price: 7.3 million baht.
No agent. Please call for more
information. Tel: 09-594-
4017.

LAND FOR SALE
LAYAN

Plots of 5 rai to 10 rai with

sea view. Main road access
and high potential for devel-
opment. Email: wanphum@
yahoo.com

POOL VILLAS
NEAR LAGUNA

2-to -4-bedroom villas each
with swimming pool, mod-
ern kitchen, air conditioning,
landscaping. 5-star quality.
Prices start at 8.9 million
baht. Tel: 076-261999, 06-
6825156. Fax: 076-261-
994. Email: info@twovillas.
com For further details,
please see our website at:
www.twovillas.com

NEW VILLA
WITH POOL

Thai style, 395sqm. Superb,
quiet location with best view
atop a hill. One-rai plot over-
looking Loch Palm Golf
Course and Kathu Valley.
Within minutes of major
shopping centers, boat/
yacht clubs and hospitals,
yetjust 15 minutes to the
beach and 3km to interna-
tional school. Asking 20
million baht. Please call Noi.
Tel: 07-2698492.

BEACHFRONT

for sale. Beachfront land for
sale. 160m long. 4 rai on the
west cost at Mai Khao beach.
Chanote title, public road ac-
cess. Price: 12 million baht/rai.
Email: wanphum@yahoo.
com

KAMALA

house & land. 3 bedrooms, 3
bathrooms; a 350sqm plot:
950,000 baht; and 1,000sgm
plot: 2.5 million baht. Tel: 076-
2925960, 06-2678477.
Email: tourniechristian@
hotmail.com

3 PLOTS FOR SALE

1 rai each, Chanote, located
in Palai, Chalong, 5 minutes
walk to the beach. Price: 3.6
million baht/rai. Please call for
more info. Tel: 09-7298365.

Looking for land to buy?

See more classified ads at
www.phuketgazette.net/classifieds

HOUSE + COMIMERCIAL

In Rawai: 2 bedrooms +
commercial space. Price:
1.3 million baht. Please call
for more information. Tel:

04-8504559.

BEAUTIFUL HOUSE

in Rawai. 5 minutes from the
beach, in a nice resort. In-
cludes 3 bedrooms, a living
room, Western kitchen, 4
bathrooms, 5 air conditioners,
DSL, a pool, Jacuzzi and tropi-
cal garden. Chanote title .
Asking 7 million baht. Please
contact for more information.
Tel: 07-8929145. Email:
lilianasolunac@hotmail.com

SMALL TOWNHOUSE
1-year-old townhouse with 2
bedrooms in Kathu. Chanote
title. Only 780,000 baht. Tel:
09-2908854. Please contact
Tom for further information.
Email: verhaeghefranc@
hotmail.com

HOUSE: 2 YEARS OLD,
599,000 baht. 18 square
wah, 2 bedrooms, 1 toilet,
kitchen, living room, parking
space. Please contact for
more information. Tel: 076-
214794, 06-6837162. Email:
yosompetch@hotmail.com

VERY GOOD
INVESTMENT
New houses in Karon. Just
built, 2-story new houses.
Only 2 houses left. Asking
3.2 million baht and 3.5
million baht. Please contact
for information. Kata
Beach Property Market. Tel:
01-7888280, 01-555-
5142 (in Thai). Email:

info@msa-phuket.com

EXCLUSIVE PLOT

in Nai Ham. Owvner is selling
a 3-rai plot with Chanote,
with a 450sgm home and
separate guest house, en-
closed pool, well-maintained
garden, garage and 2 phone
lines. Ideal for a private
housing project. Only 5 min-
utes to beach. Price: 20
million baht. Please contact
forinfo. Tel: 01-8942733.
Email: jasminconsulting@
gmx.net

BAAN NAI-TROK
Chalong. Wanphum Villas.
Modern-themed courtyard
villas, using only the finest ma-
terials, each offering a private
swimming pool, 3 bedrooms,
open-air living room, fully fit-
ted kitchen and modern bath-
room appliances, and covered
parking. Priced from 7.7 mil-
lion baht. Email: wanphum@
yahoo.com

SEA VIEW

Prices from 2.5 million baht.
All houses have swimming
pool and panoramic sea view
of Phuket and surrounding is-
lands. Estimated property
value increase of 25-40% per
year. Major growth area of
Phuket. Tel: 01-3976921, 06-
9427318. Fax: 076-203426.
Email: michael@bayproject.
com Please see our website
at: www.bayproject.com

1-2 RAI OCEAN VIEW
plots.One development in
Bang Tao and one near Mission
Hills. Both complete with infra-
structure. Prices startat 1.65
million baht. Tel: 076-270376,
09-8733564. Fax: 076-271-
193. Email: lagunaphuket@
exotigrealestate.com Please
see our website at: www.
exotigrealestate.com

3 MINUTES TO LAGUNA
A 12-rai, hill-view plot with
power, access road and a
gentle slope. No agents. Tel:
01-0895924.

Properties
For Rent

STUNNING SEA VIEW

A villa with 3 bedrooms and
bathrooms, plus a maid’s
room. Location: Cape Yamu,
elevated, east coast, provid-
ing some of prettiest views
on Phuket. Furnished, witha
pool and gardens in a very
quiet, exclusive estate, 15
minutes to BCIS/Laguna.
Asking only 80,000 baht
per month. Please call for
more info.Tel: 06-2796283.

HOUSE FOR RENT

3 bedrooms, 2 toilets, air con-
ditioner, hot showver, kitchen,
dining room, landscaping,
quiet, for long-term rent.
Please call for more details.
Tel: 01-5693768.

STUNNING SEA VIEW
New house overlooking Karon
beach, in a quiet location. Fur-
nished, UBC, big pool, nice
garden-terrace. Living room:
24sgm; bedroom 24sgm;
with air conditioning and a big
bathroom. Long-term rent
18,000 baht per month. In
German, English or French,
call Tel: 07-9344247. In Thai,
call Tel: 07-8100150.

RAWAI, 2-STORY
Brand-newv house for long-term
rent. 2 bedrooms, fully fur-
nished, 400m from beach.
Asking 12,000 baht a month.
Please call for more details.
Tel: 01-4763623.

LONG-TERM LEASE
New, fully-furnished house in
Palai Green, with 2 air-condi-
tioned bedrooms, hot showver,
kitchen, living room, garage
and beautiful garden. Located
in a quiet area near Chalong
Bay. Please call for more de-
tails. Tel: 01-8924311.

KAMALA SHOPHOUSE
Located only 200m from the
beach. Asking price 15,000
baht per month; no key
money. For details, please
contact K. Thomas. Tel: 01-
5385285. Email: bbq@
loxinfo.co.th

BEAUTIFUL RAWAI
VILLAS

On Soi Suksan 2, villas with
pool and garden views; villas
and rooms for rent, 220sgm
with: terrace, 3 bedrooms, 4
bathrooms, 4 toilets, air con-
ditioning, TV, ADSL, hot
water, security, and park-
ing. Located 5 minutes from
the beach. For rent in high
season. Tel: 07-2678389.
Email: info@christianesblue.
com Please see our website
at: www.christianesblue.
com

PLAZA DEL MAR UNIT

Ground-floor unit. 40sgm,
aircon, two phone lines, fire
and security systems, and a
safe. Minimum rental: 12
months at 21,500 baht a
month. Includes service and
maintenance. Please contact
for more information. Tel:
076-281327, 01-8954480.
Email: guardian@Ioxinfo.co.
th

CHALONG HOUSE

3 bedrooms, furnished from
mid-January. Asking 15,000
baht per month. Please call
Tel: 076-283211 or 04-848-
4344 for details.

APARTMENT IN PATONG
Near Wat Patong, Soi Khuan-
yang 2/56. Small kitchen, re-
frigerator, fully funished, Eu-
ropean-stlye balcony, aircon,
cable TV, fan and hot-water
bathroom, for long-term rent,
8,300 baht per month. Please
contact for more information.
Tel: 04-8450541, 01-891-
4561.

HOUSE FOR RENT

in Chalong. 36sgm., 1 bed-
room, 1 bathroom, quiet, car
parking, unfurnished. 3,000
baht per month with 1 month’s
deposit. Tel: 09-7264498.

NEW HOUSE CHALONG
Appealing villa near Chalong
circle. Has 2 bedrooms, 2
bathrooms, comfortable living
area, western kitchen, air con-
ditioner, telephone and car-
port. For long term. Please call
Tel: 076-280466 for more
information.

huketvillarentals.

Serviced Holiday & Long-Term
Rental Property

Tel: 076-2T70750

Email: bookings@pipsphuket.com

phu etwllarentals com
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KAMALA

New, fully furnished two-
bedroom house built to Euro
standards. Good lounge and
dining room, kitchen with
stove, 2-door fridge, and
cupboards. Bathroom with
shower screen, vanity, hot
water. Front patio, BBQ
area with view. Private
walled garden and lawn.
Available 20 Jan 2006.
200,000 baht per year. Ext
avail. Tel: 04-6202122.
Email: alansimpson75@
hotmail.com

breezy serviced studio apart-
ments designed for tropical
lifestyle, located in Chalong.
Tel: 01-8938592 (in Thai &
English), 06-2826221 (in
English). Email: saneroad@
yahoo.com

PATONG SKY INN
Seaview apartment for two,
for rentin central Patong near
The Chalet Suisse restaurant.
Comes with swimming pool,
air conditioner, TV and fridge.
Asking 25,000 baht a month
or 1,000 bahtaday. Tel: 07-
2678389, Email: myprojob@
hotmail.fr

RAWAI CONDO SEAVIEW
Beautiful, newv, fully furnished
apartment near Rawvai Beach
for rent for 2 people, with air
conditioner and TV. Asking
25,000 baht per month or
1,000 baht per day. Tel: 07-
2678389. Email: myprojob@
hotmail.fr

PATONG APARTMENT
Clean and comfortable, with
air conditioner, TV, a big
fridge, double bed, pool and
parking. Please contact. Tel:
01-0825707. Email: ask@
phuket-accommodaon.info

3-BEDROOM ABODE

in Phuket City. Fully furnished
and comes with 2 bathrooms,
telephone line, and air condi-
tioner. For long-term rent at
25,000 baht per month. Tel:
09-9724158.

BIG SHOPHOUSE
Located in Soi Patong Resort,
off Soi Bangla, Patong — the
commercial hub of Patong
Beach. Nearly 170 square
meters on two open floors.
Not suitable for residential
use. Tel: 076-340290. Email:
paciugo89@yahoo.com

GREAT LOCATION
Great location in Kata for a bar
or shop, 5 meters x 15 meters.
Rent of 300,000 baht a year
over a b-year contract, not
paid monthly. Tel: 076-333-
140, 06-9081270.

KARON H,O FRONT
condo. 103sgm, 1 bedroom,
all brand-new Western appli-
ances and 2 balconies with
180-degree sea view. Long-
term rent only. Tel: 07-924-
3155. Email: wawrx999@
yahoo.com

HOUSE FOR RENT
Fully furnished, with 2 bed-
rooms, 1 bathroom, air condi-
tioner, phone line and a very
nice garden. Asking 15,000
baht per month. Please call for
more information. Tel: 04-
6268105.

HOUSE FOR RENT

A 2-story, Thai-style, fully fur-
nished, 3-bedroom, air-condi-
tioned house with a beautiful
view and a large pool with
garden. Rent: 35,000 baht per
month. From January 12 until
March 28. Please contact Mr
Wolfgang for more details.
Tel: 09-9725378. Email:
woha@loxinfo.co.th

NEW HOUSE

at Thalang. Located in Vong-
chalerm Villa, near the airport.
With 3 bedrooms, 2 bath-
rooms and 1 kitchen. Please
call for more info. Tel: 09-
8718327.

Property Wanted

e"rh'nn island Co., Lid,

L

Phuket's Premier Real Estate
& Insurance Consultancy

We offer professional real estale and insurance
advice to those looking for property or a business in
Phuket. All enguires, large or small, are welcome.
Please contact: 076-296072, 01-T196088,
09-6408703
Our office is situated at: 38/56 Nanai Road,
Patong, Kathu, Phuket
Email: infof@gardenislandphuket.com
www.gardenislandphuket.com
Do you have adequate insurance?
Because we have Phuket covered.

2

Land Wanted

¢ Beachfront or seaview.
1% e 20 to 1,000 rai.
¥ e Must be Nor Sor 3
or Chanote title.
& ® Brokers welcome.

Email us at:
president@destination-properties.

Accommodation Available

ROOMS IN PATONG

On the ground floor, with
your own hot shower. Lo-
cated only 10 minutes on
foot to the beach. Please call
for pictures and information.
Tel: 076-342280, 01-978-
1956. Email: palm@phuket.
ksc.co.th

SECLUDED, NATURAL
TOWN RENTAL

In the heart of Phuket City,
yet rates are from 4,000-
8,000 baht. Please contact
for details. Tel: 01-607-
3692. Email: mach 9 00@
yahoo.com

Agents for Classified Advertising

PHUKET

K.L. Mart
Patak Rd, Chalong

Sin & Lee

Taurus Travel

41 Minimart

Earth Language School
Phang Nga Rd, Phuket City

Thalang Rd, Phuket City

Aroonsom Plaza Rat-U-Thit 200 Pi Rd, Patong

Srisoontorn Rd, Cherng Talay

Tel: 076-280400/3
Fax: 076-280403

Tel: 076-232398/9
Fax: 076-232398

Tel: 076-258369
Fax: 076-211230

Tel: 076-344521/2
Fax: 076-344523

Tel/Fax: 076-324312

HOLIDAY BUNGALOWS
Fully furnished 1- or 2-bed-
room bungalows in a quiet,
hillside location in Kata-Karon,
walking distance from shops
and white sand beaches. Full
cooking facilities, air condition-
ing, satellite/cable TV, DVD
player, hot-water shower,
laundry service, free maid
service, free drinking water,
mini bar, private balcony with
seating area, and tropical gar-
dens. Free resort facilities
within walking distance, in-
cluding 5 swimming pools,
tennis, sauna, health/fitness
center, and motorbike & jeep
rental. Free car parking. Best
prices — daily or monthly.
Please contact us for more
information. Tel: 07-1055561.
Email: hillsidebungalows@
hotmail.com

LONG-TERM RENTAL
Employed permanent resident
seeks inexpensive long-term
rental. Kalim, Kamala or Surin.
Tel: 01-8421677.

Building Products
& Services

TCM Asia
Future Generation
Surface Coatings
based on the latest

Mang - Technology

| 4
. \ i)
|n-i|:; o

We solva

We protect your investment Nanoarwas [unigu)

i _:_%1 Eﬂ Cealland o wrdnw
- iE |

= your problem e

www.tcm-asia.com

TCM Asia Co., Lid. TEIZ Moo 3, Kamals, Kathu Phuket, 33120,
Az you enber Kamala from Patong, we are 100m an the lef.
Tk I‘.'li:'lild-.’l i34 TelFax: OFE-2T9088 Email: infoftom-asia.com

Hand Jass prolecier
Mano slone prolecied
MEna weiils prolscs
Mano wosd protscier
leakwoond chemical
] e g

Wiood profacioe+ LW bileck
Weorbbes Mo Termies
RNl gles! probecion
GEFE and melal cleanar
Maing dry chaan mulk
Hang 7% manng B
Metal anb-cormo=ion
UHNI PH 70 cleanar

Enoned daap (Tywla
Arti-alip for ghorss & lies
Arh-sip Bogques

Hana smel klier

Glass scratch remdaal

3 dleanmg upio 12 meterms
Oy e blasing
Abraslon-Tros Ckeaning
of alll sisffstas
Lugunst-Iad probachon

Tel: 076-264670

Fax: 076-263204
Direct: 06-5933464
bighome121@yahoo.co.uk

» Construction

k= Buildin
Renovation

» Shopfitting

* Woodwork

» Electrical, Air-con
* Roofing, Flooring
» Metalwork

» Built-in Furniture

HOUSE PAINTING

Do you need your house
painted? Fast and first-class
finishing. For further informa-
tion, please call. Tel: 07-286-
8634.

Household
Services

LOCKUP STORAGE

24-hr security, gated and
walled-in compound. Please
contact for info. Tel: 01-
0825707. Email: ask@
phuket-accommodation.info

INEXPENSIVE LAUNDRY
Looking for an inexpensive
laundry in the Patong area.
Staying long-term and don't
want to pay 50 baht/kilo.
Email: philip.seiffert@wveb.de

The SoneDoctor

Specialist European stone-care
productsand services:

* Restoration

* Sedling/Protection

» Maintenance

All your maintenance,
protection & cleaning needs
for natural and manufactured
stone.

e Marble e« Sandwash

* Granite e« Terracotta

» Sate e Terrazzo

» Sandstone ¢ Ceramics, etc

Prevent: rust, stains, mildew,

agee, scratches

Remove: builders residue,

incorrect sealants, rust, stains,
mildew, etc. Daily care &

cleaning productsasoavailable.

Tel: 07-2824930, 076-271217
Fax: 076-271218
Email:
info@thestonedoctor-asia.com

SAFEWAY STORAGE
Secure storage for your furni-
ture, car, bike, etc. Tel: 076-
281283, 01-1251873.
Please see our website at:
www.safewayphuket.com

Household
Items
WASHING MACHINE
Toshiba 5.2 single tub auto-
matic washing machine. Can
be installed in a small bath-
room. 2nd hand price: 3,500
baht ono. Tel: 07-0779816.

Email: williet98248@hotmail.
com

ASK KHUN WANIDA! MOMMA DUCK

Problems with an extra-marital affair?
Questions about Thai culture?
Having communications problems?

W

Read her advice in the Phuket Gazetfe.

Fax: 076-213971 or email: momma@phuketgazette.net
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14 RAI
13 rai 3 ngan 98 talang
wah (5.598 acres). Very
quiet place, hill and sea
views from second floor,
just a few minutes’ walk to
the beach and 3 minutes’
drive to the ferry for Phi Phi
Islands and surrounding is-
lands. Very cheap price for
Phuket: 20 million baht. Tel:
09-8715192.

2.6 RAI WIT
SEA VIEW

The size of the plotis 2 rai 2
ngan and 53 talang wah —
4,212sgm — and all the land
is under the 80-meter
height restriction. This plot
is very interesting for a
small villa project. Great
spot with many opportuni-
ties. Price: 30 million baht.
Tel: 09-8715192.

1,500 SQM
SEAVIEW PLOT
IN PATONG

This great seaview plot is
located in Kalim (north of
Patong). It has road ac-
cess, and water and elec-
tricity supply are available.
The land is 3 ngan 75
talang wah (1,500sgm)
with Chanote title. Price:
13.5 million baht. Tel: 09-
8715192.

3-BEDROOM
THAI-STYLE VILLA

Besides the nice land-
scaped garden, you can en-
joy acommon pool. Thereis
also space to park at least
3 cars. The living space is
440sgm and the land size
468sgm with Chanote title.
Value for money. 6.7 million
baht. Tel: 06-2726508.

P . e
3-BEDROOM VILLA
WITH POOL
Villa comprises 3 bed-
rooms, 2 bathrooms, guest
toilet, kitchen, living and din-
ing room, maid’s room, out-
door shower, terrace
around the house, pool and

agarden.

Price: 14 million baht.
Tel: 06-2726508.

2-BEDROOM VILLA
WITH POOL

The villa is located in the
south of Patong with amaz-
ing hill and valley views. It
comprises 2 bedrooms, 2
en-suite bathrooms, living-
dining room, kitchen, guest
toilet, and a pool with sala
where you can enjoy great
views. Price: 12 million
baht. Tel: 06-2726508.

6 RAI WITH
SEA VIEW

Only 5 minutes from Mai
Khao Beach, 10 minutes
from the airport, 10 minutes
from the Blue Canyon Coun-
try Club and 20 minutes
from Phuket City and Lotus.
It has electricity supply and
access road. Price: 12 million
baht. Tel: 09-8715192.

3-BEDROOM VILL

Beautiful sea view. Located
in the southern hills of
Patong. Comprises 3 bed-
rooms, 2 en-suite bath-
rooms, 1 guest bathroom,
Western kitchen, living
room, dining room, a ter-
race where you can enjoy
the sunset; storeroom and
acarport. Price: 13.5 million
baht. Tel: 06-2726508.

4-BEDROOM HOUSE
This spacious house is lo-
cated in Karon and 2 min-
utes from the beach. The
house comprises 4 bed-
rooms, 2 bathrooms, living
room, dining room, relaxing
room, kitchen room, Thai
kitchen, maids’ rooms and
car park. Price: 6.5 million
baht. Tel: 06-2726508.

6 RAI

Includes 200 meters of un-
spoiled beachfront. This
beautiful land is located on
the east coast of Koh Naka
Yai, all covered with tropi-
cal and coconut trees. You
can reach the plot by boat
from Ao Por in 20 minutes.

Price: 20 million baht.
Tel: 09-8715192.

3-BEDROOM VILLA
WITH SEA VIEW

The villais surrounded by a
tropical garden and has 24-
hour security. Comprises 3
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, a
Western kitchen, living-din-
ing room and 2 terraces
where you can relax and
see the sunset. It is fully
furnished. Price: 15 million
baht. Tel: 06-2726508.

1 RAI

The land, with underground
infrastructure, is ready to
build on, and the area boasts
some of the most expen-
sive housing on theisland. A
very good investment; a
beautiful area with nice,
quiet beaches.

Price: 8 million baht.
Tel: 09-8715192.

L el Py i
2 RAI SEA VIEW

Chanote title, public road

access, water and elec-

tricity. Only 2 minutes to

Rawai Beach.

Price: 8 million baht.

Tel: 09-8715192.

ISLANDS
FOR SALE

We have many island prop-
erties on our books. Cur-
rent: 2 complete islands and
many land plots of different
sizes on islands close to
Phuket, such as: Koh Yao
Yai, Koh Yao Noi and Koh
Racha. Prices from 1 million
baht. Tel: 09-8715192.

9 RAI
WITH SEA VIEW
This 9-rai plot is located in
Chalong and has a slight
slope with a sea view. Itis
a nice square plot and has
water and electricity sup-
ply. Ideal for a villa project.
Price: 36 million baht.
Tel: 09-8715192.

56-BEDROOM HOTEL

This mansion is located in
the heart of Patong and
comprises 56 rooms and a
pool. All rooms have cable
TV, mini-bar, hot water.
There is an office and recep-
tion with safety deposit
boxes for customers. The
hotelis buitt on 2 rai. Value for
money. Price: 5.6 million
baht. Tel: 06-2726508.

2-BEDROOM VILLA

with sea view. It comprises
a master bedroom with en-
suite bathroom and Jaccuzzi,
guest bedroom with en-suite
bathroom, kitchen, living
room, dining room, study,
guest toilet, 2-car carport,
nice garden, solar-heated hot-
water system, UBC, phone
with Internet. Price: 7.5 mil-
lion baht. Tel: 06-2726508.

3-BEDROOM,
2-BATHROOM HOUSE
1-year-old, beautiful 3-bed-
room house with 2 bath-
rooms, large living area and
kitchen. Open-plan with loft
upstairs overlooking the liv-
ing area. Phone line and own
water supply. Located in a
central, quiet, European-
style estate. Price: 3.7 mil-
lion baht. Tel: 06-2726508.

AL

3-BEDROOM
THAI-STYLE VILLA

It comprises 3 bedrooms, 2
en-suite bathrooms, guest
bathroom, Western-style
kitchen and a spacious liv-
ing-dining room. Besides the
nice landscaped garden,
yOou can enjoy a common
pool.Price: 6.7 million baht.
Tel: 06-2726508.

16 x 2-BEDROOM
APARTMENT

This 16-unit apartment build-
ing is located in a quiet area
in Chalong, 5 minutes’ drive
to Big Cand Central, 10 min-
utes to Phuket City and 15
minutes to Nai Harn, Karon
and Kata Beaches. All apart-
ments have 2 bedrooms, a
bathroom, kitchen, living and
dining room, and are fully
furnished. It has an office,
manicured gardens and the
property is very well main-
tained. Price: 20 million baht.
Tel: 06-2726508.

BEACH FRONT

The land has a great shape
and is ideal for a resort or
high-end villa development.

Price: 80 million baht.
Tel: 09-8715192.

3-BEDROOM VILLA

Beautiful sea view. Located
in the southern hills of
Patong. Comprises 3 bed-
rooms, 2 en-suite bath-
rooms, 1 guest bathroom,
Western kitchen, living
room, dining room, a ter-
race where you can enjoy
the sunset; storeroom and
acarport. Price: 13.5 million
baht. Tel: 06-2726508.

%“__ .

JI"L'tI;-,
4 e |
3-BEDROOM VILLA
This spacious villais located
ina quiet area near Chalong,
The villa comprises 3 bed-
rooms, 2 bathrooms, guest
toilet, kitchen, ding room, liv-
ing room, office, laundry
room and maids room. There
is as well a car park and a big
garden wvere there is room
forapool. Price: 15 million
baht. Tel: 06-2726508.

2-BEDROOM VILLA
Has a nice sea view. Villa
comprises 2 bedrooms, 2
en-suite bathrooms , bal-
cony with sala, a kitchen, liv-
ing room, dining room, laun-
dry room, guest toilet, a car
park for 2 cars; surrounded
by a garden. All wood fea-
tures throughout the house
are made from teak. Price
9.5 million baht. Tel: 06-
2726508.

(P76 346 346

Phuket
Real Estate

Kyl Ertaie - Coatnacteen - drciitects - Copal

Phuket Real Estate Partners Co. Ltd.

Email: info@phuketrealestate.com

For turther details contact: Phuket Real Estate

111 Rat-U-Thid Rd 200 Pee Rd, Patong Beach 83150, Phuket, Thailand.
oftice: 076 346 346 fax: 076 346 263 mobile: 09 871 5192

www.phuketrealestate.com
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BOAT SALES
BARRACUDA COMMERCIAL BOAT RANGE

ONVESSHNDORKELING BORT 10UEm
PARASAIL BOAT 108m
FERRY INTER-SLAND TRAMSFER BOUT 10Bm
CEMTER CONSOLE FISHING BOATS #.8m

| —

&= COMMER 1AL MESEL ENGINES

& 505 BETTER FLEL ECOMOATY
AGANET STANDARD CUTBOGRDS

= CRUIERG SPEEDS OF 2T+ KHNOTE

BHEBLUILLS ORLY EVERY X000 M-S

® COMPLETE SERYICE BACK-LF PLAM

= FINANLGE SWAILASLE THEUGEH
CORRESPONMCIMNG BAMES

SPECIAL: Mewly armved & 8m cante coraols 1700 Mer-Cummra Deaal
Ersgne, complets with Mavman 8600 GPSFizhirsck Mer sysiam, WHF
Radic, Viscuum fiush Head, Bimire, with Thai regsirabon. Price inchudes

10 manihs’ berhirg in the Boat Lagoon. "Complele Package” 1,850 000

THAILANDS LEADING BEROKERAGE
AND NEW YACHT DEALERSHIP

D

CAUEAN CORRUEIT]

Freimatifiins Hais-
& Maring Industry Laadar in Thalland since 1950

Steel Sloop Passenger
Fishing Vessel
US580.,000 THEZ2, 500,000

67, 1987 3 x Diesel, Hino.

Azimul 62

A0dt, 1991 Yanmar S0hp.

Moltor Launch

s o, 00, 000 . Eura 1,300 k0

1214, 1999 Rebuilt 2004 Hino x 3 Engines. 621, 2002 2 = 914hp MTLL

selected Brokerage Listings

Power Sail

A3 1977 Thai Desagn 3 X 23000 4 cabias THl BE000S | S5 19333 Wooden Perts Ketch bsups, 11580 Bk Dix
544 14335 Byt 470 Hing 25 510hp gare kshing UGS zoapgo | BT 1991 Custers soop Perkines 1208 be chaser El.rud:'.ll:{l]
TEEs

H"‘E‘ﬁm-&‘mmﬁﬂ"“‘“ UESBED0C | 4o \354 Benpiven Closanis £30, Slhp Perérns.  THE4,500,000
! P 40t 1951 Swmal Soop, S0hp Yonma USEE0,000
3542001 Narin 3 £ x FDhp Wecury, Casing THE SO00% | 37 1938 Ghbsea 37 , 24hp Yanmar LIS5ES 00

spoad 78 kol SET 180 Sendanoe 36, Zhp Yanmar Eia5E D]
31 1997 Founkan 31, 2 3 225hp Mhewaurny THEZ B0 G | 30N 1975 Jorklan 3T cuflar shoop Yanmer 3GM30F  USS35 000
| 3% 2000 Skip Jack: 1B, 2 x BShp Yamaa THEZ R oy | 31 1975 Masichols 26 Johretn, Ehg THEA 850,600

2328974 Emaal: insurance B hamanneiooem

3 double cabins

gach with it sink and showveer

Gallart &1, bulic in Spain
1 twin cabin
Recommended 'I’u]ragcr.
n Parad
ghis (6 F'I_E.TE-:I
akend in Paradise™
2 days1 night
“Day cruise in Paradise” 8.30 am - 4.30 pm “Sunset in Paradise” 6 pm - 9 pm
Comfortably accommedates for max 35 guests
iCatering and service an baard by selected hotels & restaurants in Phuket.

Please call for detailed information 07-8845415 or email: mail @allasiayachts.com
Altasia Yachts Co., Ltd. |/3 Laem Sai Road, Kata Beach, Karon Sub-District, Muang, Phuket B3110
Fae O76-333 035 Website: www.alasiayachts com

aya2 nighrs

Owvernight tour max 8 persons

ALLAZIA
YACHTS

“Escape in Paradise™

YACHTIES AHOY!

Rum guzzling, beer swiggin’
shore-shaggers needed to fill
positions around my bar and
lounge. Apply in person at
Home Bar off Soi Bangla.

WANTED: BANANA
and parasail. Wanted for ex-
port to the Middle East: sec-
ondhand or new 3-person ba-
nana (yes, to tow behind a
boat) and parasail. Please pro-
vide all info and contacts by
email. Email: daveonthenet@
mac.com

BEACH CATAMARAN

Nacra 5.5, imported from Aus-
tralia with spinnaker kit and
carbon righting pole imported
from US. White hull and sails,
spinnaker shiny red. Good con-
dition. Marine insurance until
2006. 175,000 baht or ono.
Tel: 01-8349647 or 01-
9135627 (K. Pop), or Email:
jdhardt@csloxinfo. com

WANTED: LIVEABOARD
to lease. We are an estab-
lished dive company operat-
ing on Phi Phi. We are inter-
ested in leasing a smallish
liveaboard boat on monthly
terms. Please contact me,
should you have a boat for
lease. Tel: 07-2661850.
Email: goff_diving@hotmail.
com

Gazette Online Classfieds

10,000 readersevery day
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HOLIDAY CLUB

Laguna Holiday Club, part of Laguna Resorts and
Hotals, which includes Asia's first integrated
resort, situated in Phuket, is currently seeking
energetic and dynamic individuals to join our team
in Phuket, Thailand. We invite highly driven
professionals to apply for the positions of:

SALES MANAGER (T.O)
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

Qualifications:

personality

= Energetic expatriatesThai national

= Maleffemale, over 30 years old

= 2-5 years of work experience in
similar position in Vacation
Ownership Industy is prefered

= Positive attitude, outgoing

3 positions

15 positions

= Fluent in English and at least one
other Asian language, preferably
Madarin, Cantonese or others

# Excellent communication and
presentation skills

= Able to work under pressure

The remunaration package and benefits will be commensurate with the
qualifications and experience of selecled candidates. Interested applicants
are invited to faxlemail a full resume, detailing qualifications and

24FT SWISSCAT

Has 2 Honda 4-stroke out-
boards, 50hp each; 24kts;
160 hours; SemiCat; Thai
flag; built 2004; fully
equipped at Boat Lagoon.
Asking price just 1.24 mil-
lion baht. Tel: 076-289-
250, 01-2734000. Email:
grosse-oetringhaus@web.
de

20FT SPEEDBOAT
Fiberglass over wood, center
console, new hull 3 years ago
for 150,000 baht. 60hp
Evinrude with electric starter,
power trim and tilt. Bracket
for extra engine + old 3.5hp
Mercury engine. New battery,
1,500gpm bilge pump, new
Quicksilver gas can, stain-
less-steel anchor, outriggers
for trolling. Wood trailer.Boat
is Thai-registered for private
use, and located in Ao Yon,
Phuket. Everything functions
very well. Asking185,000
baht. Email for more pics. Tel:
076-200950, 01-8208307.
Fax: 076-200950. Email:
arottes@frisurf.no

BOSTON-WHALER
style. 2 1ft fiberglass Boston
Whaler-style boat: central
console, twin 4-stroke
Honda 50hp engines. Trailer,
Thai registration. As new,
made in 2004. For sale in
Pattaya at 420,000 baht
only. Please contact for more
details. Tel: 01-8626954.
Email: carlossecretgarden@
yahoo.com

19FT FISHING BOAT

Strong fiberglass hull. Steel
trailer. Only 1 month old!
Boat + trailer = 250,000
baht. Boat with new 85hp
engine = 550,000 baht.
28kts. Tel: 06-9724805
or 04-6535863. Email:
gpboats@hotmail.com

STEEL KETCH

for sale. Big & strong, Dutch
designed, can sail around the
world. 50ft long, 15ft beam,
7ft draft. 6-cylinder Perkins
main engine uses 6 liters of
fuel per hour. Hand-start
Yanmar/Denyo genset with
stainless steel wet exhaust.
VHF & CBradios, GPS, video
sounder. New mizzen sail. 900
liters fuel and 1,500 liters
water plus 120 liters drinking
water in proper tanks. Beauti-
ful hardwood interior, new
carpet and paint. Nice galley
and head. Lying at Phuket
Yacht Haven marina. Price
Only US$82,000. lliness
forces quick sale. Please con-
tact for more information. Tel.
01-8969319, 09-4661130.
Email: starfishscuba@
starfishscuba.com

LONGBOARD

wanted. Secondhand, any
brand, around 8ft-9ft. Price
around 7,000 baht. Please
provide all details and con-
tact information. Tel: O1-
0817163. Email: hiphopdec
@gmail.com

gxperignce with recant photo to:

Laguna Holiday Club Lid, Humaon Resources Department
390/1 Moo 1, Sriscontorn Road, Cherngtalay, Phuket 83110 Thailand
Fax: 076-271765. Email: jutimmei lagunaphuket.com

Laﬁma.

EESCFETS & HIZTELS

L1

o teach

AR

will b2 advantage

wiowe lagunaphuket.com

» Experience in computer fraining
» Willing to learn new things and keep up with new technology
# Excellent command of English will be advantage

The largest holed and resorls group n Phickel and the finest integrated resort
in Asia, Laguna Phukeat comprisas Dusif Laguna Resorl, Laguna Baach Rasort,
Sheraton Grande Laguna Phuket, Banyan Tree Phuket and the Allamanda
Laguna Phuket, We are currently sesking highly efficient staff to fill the following
position based in Phuket:

COMPUTER TRAINING-OFFICER QelL{el5, 0

Bachelors degres in computer or related fisld
Excellent communication skills, creative, serviceminded and inspired

Oulgoing personality, well arganized, motivaled, positive atlitude
Enowledge of Microsaft Office, himl, php. and othar office applications

The successful candidate will be offered an atiractive salary and fringe bene-
fitz. Please apply in person o send apphication, resumée and recent photo to:

Human Resource Manager Laguna Service Co., Lid.
S¥ Moo 4 Cherng Talay, Thalang, Phuaket, 531 10
Tel 076324444, 076324 370-1 Fax: 076-324418

Email: nitratied lagunaphulet.com

SECRETARY
WANTED

Marine electronics com-
pany based in the Boat La-
goon needs a Thailady torun
the office. Must have good
English and be good with
computers. Good salary
package offered. Please
contact for more details.
Tel: 076-239112,01-892-
0534. Fax: 076-239058.
Email: damian@electrical-
marine.com For further de-
tails, please see our web-
site at: www.electrical-
marine.com

3 STAFF WANTED

2 staff for sandwich and ba-
guette restaurant in Karon and
1 staff for driving motorbike
with sidecar. Tel: 04-845-
9510. Email: alexanderkbh
@mail.com

CUSTOMER
SERVICE
Needed immediately! Rap-
idly expanding online cloth-
ing company needs a de-
pendable person to work
full time. Must be fluentin
English, type 45 words per
minute, be Internet/com-
puter literate and detail-ori-
ented. Good salary. Please
contact K. Robert. Tel: O4-

7230575.

REAL ESTATE SALES

persons. Siam Real Estate re-
quire further salespersons
due to expansion plans. Must
have sales experience and
speak good English with own
transport. Good basic and
commission. Tel: 076-288-
908. For further details,
please see our website at:
www.siamrealestate.com

CUSTOMER SUPPORT

Asia Debit — Asia's leading

internet payments provider —

is seeking a Customer Support

person with the following

qualifications:

- Thai nationality, male or fe-
male, not over 30 years old

- Degree in any field

- Computer literacy with ma-
jor office applications,
Internet, Email

- Good command of written
and spoken English

- Fast learner with positive,
open-minded attitude

- Ability to work shifts if re-
quired.

Interested candidates should

send a resumi with full de-

tails of work experience, ex-

pected salary, and a recent

photograph via email to Email:

oil@asiadebit.com Tel: 076-

282211. Fax: 076-283251.

HOTEL MANAGER

A lovely and small boutique
resort in Patong has a va-
cancy for an ambitious and
committed Hotel Manager to
strengthen our team.

Qualifications:

- Male or female over 30
years old, preferably Thai but
could be foreigner - Hotel hos-
pitality or other education with
bachelor’s degree - Modern
hospitality industry knowl-
edge, particularly with Rooms
Division/Sales & Marketing
experience (preferably more
than 5 years) - Excellent com-
mand of both spoken and wvrit-
ten English; other foreign lan-
guages would be a plus - Excel-
lent computer and organiza-
tional skills and ability to work
independently - Pro-active, en-
trepreneurial, leader, team
player - Strong sense of re-
sponsibility and hands-on ap-
proach - Reliable and moti-
vated, with good interper-
sonal skills. Please submit
your CV with salary expecta-
tion and current photo to
agm@clubbamboo.com. Tel:
076-345345/7. Fax: 076-
345099.

SITE SUPERVISOR
Leading development com-
pany seeks Site Supervisor
for a prestigious project in
Patong area, Phuket.
Qualifications:

- Male, over 28 years old, pref-
erably Thai - Construction en-
gineering and architecture de-
gree - 2-3 years working expe-
rience in residence construc-
tion. - Experienced in at least
one of the following:  interior
finishing, architecture, struc-
tural and M & E work. Quality
assurance and compliance
with project quality. -Autho-
rized to direct all approved con-
tract work. Please submit
your CV with salary expecta-
tion and current photo to Email:
info@Ieisureclubasia.com, or
see our website at www.
leisureclubasia.com Tel: 076-
344380, 076-344697. Fax:
076-345099.

DIVESHOP STAFF

Staff wanted. Diving license
and high school qualification
not necessary, but must
speak English. Please call Tel:
09-8749147.

EUROPEAN MANAGER
Looking for a Thai or Chinese
girl to share my weekend.
Please contact by Email:
herephuket@yahoo.com
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DIGITAL MEDIA
TECHNGOLOGY
MEDIA OPERATOR MANAGERS
RESPONSIBILITIES:

== Work closely with media supervisors to ensure product’s timely delivery

HOLIDAY OWNERSHIP CONSULTANTS REQUIRED
BY *ROYAL GROUP OF COMPANIES*

Asia's largest Holiday Ownership Developer, with operations in Indonesia,
India, Australia and Thailand, urgently requires English-speaking Holiday
Ownership Sales/Trainee staff for Patong (Phuket, Thailand) Operations.
All nationalities, English, Deutsch, Svensk are welcome to apply, We offer;

+ Exciting career opportunities

== Communicate with overseas elients via email

= Training and developing people skills in various functions

REQUIREMENTS:
) Thai female/male aged 30-40 vears

== Bachelor’s degree or higher in Computer Seience or related Geld
& At least 2 years of I'T or computer-related working experience
o strong development skills in People Management will be an

advantage

= Ability to work ina team and good commumeation skills and

interpersonal relations
== Willing to work overtime and shifts
== Excellent command of spoken amd written English

Interested candidates are requested to 2ubmit their applhication together with
resumé, expected salary and recent photograph, or apply in person to the

adldress helow,

Digital Media Technology Co., Lud

W17 Tepkasatree Hoad, Muang Mai Building, 2od Floor,

Phuket, Thailamd 850800
Tel: 076-219310, Fax: 076-2193049,

Email: hri@digital-media-tech.com

+ |nternational travel
#+ Above average sarnings
#+ An enjoyable working environment

Interested applicants may call Tel: 076-294341 between 10 am - 5 pm
(Closed Fridays) or send resumeés by email: hr-phuket@royalperspective.com

START NOW/

F-‘ntﬁhs

Roce Oy REQUIRES A HarD Aock
LOGAL 4D FOREIGEMN &
PLEASE £O 1
TEL: O7-BES3101.
ErMaL] SWEDDHTH ALY AHOOLCDM

PROJECT BAAN COCOON
Anuphas Pirom Resort Co. Lid,, a real estate
y developing luzury houses in Phuksl
Coun lub Galf Coursa, currantly saeks
gualified candidates to fill the following positions:

1. Client/Sales Liaison Executive 3 Positions

® Femnale, age batwaen 23 = 29 years
= Min. 1 yaar axperiance in salas/markaling in
the real estate projecis

= Bachelor's degree or higher in the related
felds
= Salary — Negotiable
Pleas
M

4
974 Moo 7 W

W 076-2

zend your CV and recent photo to
era Rungsang-anoiai
ram Rd, Kathu District
20

Site Manager (3)
Site Inspector (11)
Site Secretary (3)
CAD Draftsman (3)

Receptionist/Operator (1)

Interested candidates, please send resume
& recent photo to the Project Secretary.

Cape Yamu Site Office:
22 Moo 7. Banagsai-Yamu Road, T, Pakhlak

Email: nichakan@capeyamu.com

AMDARA the exclusive luxury villa and spa,
company lacated at The Plaza Surin, Phuket
iz seaking for a qualify & energetic persons to
fulfill in the following positions:

ACCOUNTANT

» Bachelor's degree in Accouniing Managememnt

= Minimium 5 years' expanance in lsasaehold
property

* Posiive attitude, pleasant personality,
atientive to detail, service-minded, energefic
& hard working

= Ahility 1o communicate effectively in English
computer skills and knowledge in Guick Books

= Alle fo waork in Phuket, own ransporation

SALES & MARKETING MANAGER

» Bachelor's degree in Marketing, Business
Sdministration or any related fisld

= 3odid Sales & Marketing experience & skills,
espacially with l2asehald properly

* Proven record for success

= Be a good team leader with excallant
communications, presentation & computer
skills

» Self-motivated, creative with the ability to think
oul of the box

» Excellent in bath written & spoken English

Interested candidates are invited to apply
with full resumé, siating present and
expected salary with a recent photo to:
Paradise Group: The Plaza Surin, 550 Moo 3,
Cherng Thalay, Thalang, Phuket 83110
Tel: 0T6-271241 Fax: OT6-2T71242.
E-Mail: onni@paradisephuket.com

MAID/HOUSEKEEPER

wanted. Maid required for fulll
day job. Good salary of-
fered. Needs to speak a little
English. Tel: 04-8373870.
Email: domtaylor@mac.com

VANCANCIES

Full- or part-time waiter/wait-
ress for city cafe-restaurant
wanted. Must be experienced
and speak some English. Tel:
01-9798258.

aach Roacd
HGER WITH AN ATTITUDE.
FREIDERED.

Life Home Project Foundation

Looking for secretary and Scholarship

# Thai, male or female, aged 25-35 years old,

#* Good written and spoken English.

* Good Microsoft Word, Excel. Power Polnt and
Intarnat skills

#* The candidate must be diligent, friendly and
responsible.

* Chan transport.

# Coordinating, negotiating and administration
wiorh,

# Salary commensurate with gualifications CDM.

Contact Mrs. Sao Tel: 076-242632

{islandTechnology. ,, "
- . &

inavmE v Lhigimal Solucion

Island Technology Co., Ltd., the leader
in Innovative Digital Solutions, has the
following opportunities in our Phuket
office.

Our producis & services include Broadband
Internet, Communications and |IT Solutions
Infrastructure Design and Conzsulting.

Marketing & Sales Representatives

These positions require a degree or relevant
experience and English-language skills. Train-
ing and commissions are available.

Come and join our dynamic team of profes-
sionals in Phuket. Please email your resumeé
in English to; jobsi@islandtechnology.com
Tel: 076-322095-T Fax: 076-322098

Looking for a job? Still haven’t found the perfect candidate?

Find more Recruitment Classifieds
at www.phuketgazette.net/classifieds
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CHEF + WAITER

Fast food chef and 1 waiter
needed for a busy bar/bistro at
Karon Beach. Previous expe-
rience essential and must
speak good English. Good
rates of pay. Please call Tel:
04-7049302, 01-8919461.

THAI STAFF NEEDED
Muay Thai & MMA Training
camp is looking for Thai staff.

1) Assistant Manager: able to
speak English. 2) Bookkeeper:
must know QuickBooks. 3)
Housekeeper. Tel: 09-163-
8166. Email: vinong04@
yahoo.com

LOOKING FOR MAID
We are looking for a full-time
maid to stay with us. She
should be able to cook, clean,
do laundry and ride a motor-
bike. Tel: 01-9795624. Email:
tom@bootlegonline.com

EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT
wanted. Female, with an ex-
cellent command of English,
both spoken and written. A
positive attitude, excellent in-
terpersonal skills and strong
organization skills. Proficient
in Microsoft Office. Email a
short letter of application, CV
and a recent photograph to
Email: astec99@yahoo.com

Employment

Wanted

MARKETER &
GENERAL MANAGER

General Manager of 500
staff in Phuket for a prop-
erty services company, my
main background is as a
fully qualified Marketer with
8 years’ experience. | am
now looking for new oppor-
tunities. Tel: 06-1755881.
Email: stephen260175@
hotmail.com

ENGLISH TEACHER

available. Private tuition for
children and adults. Tel: 06-
2833945. Email: bridainecw
@venustas.freeserve.co.uk

FRENCH CHEF
Professional, based in Phuket,
with 20 years of cooking expe-
rience. Seeking chef position!
Please contact K. Raphael.
Tel: 04-7450801. Email:
kirikan@hotmail.com

INTERNET MARKETING
| have my own web server,
over 9 years’ experience with
software for e-commerce,
tourism-related sites, online
education and eBay. | would
like to hear from business-
minded people who would
need my knowledge in their
business. Email: mkewer@
coastlineweb.net

PIONEER CAR CD
Excellent new CD player, 3
months old with remote,
stacker. Must sell: 8,900
baht or first reasonable offer.
Please contact for details. Tel:
076-279481, 09-9093178.
Email: kalsulfertilizers@
yahoo.com.au

ROAD/TRIATHLON
Bike, "Trek 1,000", has only
900 km. Asking 16,000 baht.
Tel: 04-9928016.

HILL TRIBE COFFEE
Now available: 100% Arabica
coffee from Thailand. Pur-
chased directly from the cof-
fee growers by a Fair Trade
company. Restaurant packs
and souvenir packs available.
Tel: 076-296527, 09-587-
4368. Fax: 076-296527.
Email: priced@loxinfo.co.th

PHUKET CHESS CLUB
Open every day, at Southern
Fried Rice guesthouse in Kata.
Tournaments on Wednesdays
at 7 pm and Saturdays at 2
pm. Tel: 01-8948446.

Business
Opportunities

GUESTHOUSES

A great investment, with se-
cure income — a guesthouse
is the ideal property. Priced
from only 14 million baht.
Please call Phuket Property
Shop. Tel: 07-0673360.

TIME IS MIONEY !
Partnership offer for Europe
and Thailand. No competition,
no wasting time, clients enough!
Start-up money Euro 27,500.
Work permit no problem! Email:
sanjosee6@netscape.net

BAR FOR SALE

Price: 1.2 miliion baht. Loca-
tion: near Soi Bangla. Owner
going overseas. Last chance
for high season. Contact
Steve. Tel: 07-8986736.

RESTAURANT

and guesthouse. Available on
6-year lease in Karon. European-
style kitchen, 36-seat air-con-
ditioned restaurant, two TVs,
UBC & sound system. Five air-
conditioned guest rooms with
hot water, TV and full UBC sat-
ellite TV system. Small staff
room and office. Thai-regis-
tered company included, ready
to start as your business now.
Tel: 09-5914044, 01-893-
6072. Email: kanhathamyorm
@hotmail.com

INTERNET BUSINESS
30,000 baht/month. PT/FT.
Free info. Positions limited. For
more details see: www.hop.
clickbank.net/?ukthai/1free

ing for 1 more partner/inves-
tor. An excellent opportunity
to pick up a free home. Tel:
01-9683221.

OFFICE SPACE
FOR RENT
Serviced Office Center
Receptionist Provided

Excellent Location
From 18,000 baht per manth

Tel: 076-239967

e "CBRE

PERSONAL
TRAINING CENTER
Rare opportunity to acquire
a successful and prestigious
fitness and health center in
Chalong — the only dedicated
personal training center in
Phuket. It has established a
reputation for quality and
professionalism. Superbly
equipped, used exclusively
by premier expatriate cli-
ents. Genuine reason for
sale. Tel: 01-0880422.
Email: alun@vitagroup.net

FISH ‘N’ CHIPS
Phuket's best-known shop.
Complete package: income,
accomodation, vehicle, staff
training, along lease, low rent
and no key money. Location:
9/38 Chao Fa Rd, Chalong. Tel:
07-2736315.

26-ROOM HOTEL

for lease. Brand-new hotel, 26
rooms, located in Patong. No
key money, 9-year lease con-
tract. Rental fee: 170,000
baht per month. Ready to run.
Tel: 06-0043008. For further
details, please see our web-
site at: www.ayudhya.net

GUESTHOUSE

for sale/lease. 10 rooms, a
kitchen, and an office, located
a 10-minute walk to the
beach. Please contact for
more details. Tel: 076-342-
280, 01-9781956. Email:
palm@phuket.ksc.co.th

BAR FOR SALE

on Soi Bangla, Patong. New
bar with a long lease, all new
equipment, such as hi-fi sys-
tem, fridge, TVs, etc. Price: 2
million baht. Please contact
Yan. Tel: 01-0909698.

NEW HOME OFFICE
IN PATONG FOR SALE

Located next to Phuket
Palace Hotel. Contact for
details. Tel: 076-345670,
01-5976195, 09-724-
1505. Fax: 076-345251.
Email: unique_property@
hotmail.com or see our
website at: www.phuket-

info.com/house

A unigue almosphere
with a good style in a
prime location in
Rawai. The bar has
40 seats; the fully
equipped bistro has
35 seats,

CHINESE JUNK BOAT

for sale. Traditional, but new,
wooden junk from Vietnam.
22.8 meters long, 5.4 meters
wide. |deal for day, overnight
or dive charters. Thai owning
company with charter license.
Boat is ready for delivery. Ask-
ing US$200,000(includes
company). Tel: 076-345710,
07-2827727. Fax: 076-
345710. Email: litzaco@
hotmail.com for specifica-
tions and pictures.

BAR FOR SALE

Long lease for New Lips Bar,
Soi Gonzo, off Soi Bangla.
Lock, stock, equipment, inc.
1.2 million baht, neg. Please
call Nigel at Tel: 04-6895043
for details.

BUSINESSES

for sale. Great businesses in
one of the best locations in
Patong are for sale, including:

-a 15-room guesthouse
- atour agency

- a 60-seat resturant

- arental business

- an Internet shop

Asking 6 million baht. Tel: 01-
0820039, 01-0911662.
Email: ilan_75@hotmail.com

WANTED: SALON

Wanted to buy: Beauty salon
with Thai massage shop in
Patong area. Up to 1 million
baht. Tel: 61-4189974486.
Email: tonyll@bigpond.net.au

Business
Products &

Services

ATTENTION
FOREIGNERS!

Help your lady learn English
quickly with professional teach-
ers at Text-And-Talk Acad-
emy, Patong. Also learn Thai
quickly in fun courses. Contact
K. Amado. Location: Junction
of Rat-U-Thit 200 Pi Rd joins
Prachanukroh Rd, opposite
Coconut Hotel and next to
Phuket Directory. Become a
professional English teacher
through our world-famous
TEFL course and learn survival
Thai for free. Contact Paul or
James, for the TEFL course
only, at Tel: 06-9520088,
Email: paul@langserv.com

of The Mg Circle far 10 vears!

i Hotels e Restanrants & Adalts
& Childrens Parties, eic.

By Dave “Paul™ Jones

Fridecsional Membse

Hamikings far:

Phiunket Promiatisie

07 - 41577

VISA & LEGAL
SERVICES

£

Legal

Etouroores
Work Lessw
Travel a Lot...

Company Registration
2,229 baht; One Year Visa
4,999 baht; Retirement Visa
4,999 baht: Work Permit
4,999 baht; UK & US Visa
16,999 baht. No more visa
runs — get a one-year visa
for only 4,999 baht. Estab-
lish your Thai company today
to buy land or start your busi-
ness for only 2,229 baht!
Property title search, sales
contract and land registra-
tion. Thailand’s LARGEST le-
gal service network. Al-
ways your low price by our li-
censed Thai lawyers. Tel:
076-345277 (24 hours).
Email: info@siam-legal.com
For further details, please
see our website at:
www.siam-legal.com

DAY TRIP TO
RANONG

Newv double-decker tour bus
(not minibus), non-smoking
and smoking areas, toilet,
films/music, snacks and
drinks, on-board buffet lunch.
No extras to pay, all-inclu-
sive. Only 1,500 baht. Every
Mon, Wed, Fri, Sat, Sunday.
Please call for more infor-
mation. Tel: 07-0070101.

PHUKET WEDDING
PLANNER
Specialist Thailand outdoor
wedding planner, for any lo-
cation on your request. For
more info. Tel: 076-314-
037, 01-3702114. Fax:
076-314037. Email:
info@thailand-wedding.
com or see our website at
www.thailand-wedding.

com

PERSIAN CARPETS
Oriental hand-knotted carpet,
rug and kilim dealer (specializ-
ing in washing and repair).
Free pick-up and delivery.
Please contact for more infor-
mation. Tel: 01-9563061.
Email: sohail _carpet@yahoo.
com
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General Law & Accounting

wiwrw phubetattorney.com
09- 1956040, 076-263851

FREE IMITIAL COMFEREMCE

PEOPLE AND PLACES
IN PHUKET
Each September, | visit
Phuket for biking around in
the island and meet people
and find new places. | live in
Sweden but my bike re-
mains in Phuket. On my
home site | report from
these trips and | also try to
help tsunami victims. Email:
knut.angstrom@telia.com
For further details, please
see our website at:
www.web.telia.com/
~u26400624/Eindex.html

Club
Memberships

Available

GOLF MEMBERSHIP
Loch Palm Golf Club member-
ship for sale at 300,000 baht
plus transfer fee. Please call
for more information. Tel: 07-
2707452,
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Wheels & Motors

Saloon Cars

Motorbikes

COMPUTER
REPAIRS
English computer technician,
new or used. GPRS, ADSL,
WLAN and Internet access
without a phone. Tel: 09-

4735080.

HP COMPUTER

Brand new — used only once!
Hewlett Packard computer:
Pentium 4 (3.06GHz), 512VIB
RAM, 120GBHDD, DVD-RW
combo drive. 17" monitor with
speakers and HP printer. Only
20,000 baht. Tel: 01-258-
4565, 01-6862096. Email:
yingchaisiri@yahoo.com or
Ibcmcmike@yahoo.com

USED CANON PRINTER
Canon BJC-210 SP compact
inkjet printer. Used only once
with one ink cartridge. 700
baht. Tel: 076-225215. Fax:
076-234832. Email: eric@ in-
surance-in-thailand.com

17-INCH MONITOR
For sale: Socos monitor, 17
inch. Only 2,000 baht. Tel:
076-281034. Email: peter@
phuketinternet.co.th

Miscellaneous
for Sale

INTERMATIOMAL
DRIVERS LICENSE
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AR Mo 5, Soi Bang Vai, Pkt
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MOVING SALE

Pots, pans, crockery, cutlery,
blinds, kettle, toaster, shelving
unit, desk fans, and more! All
need to go - make us an offer!
Email: a.c.vaughan@gmiail.
com

NEW TV

23" TV, new and still under
warranty. Asking for 4,200
baht ono. For more info. Tel:
076-255232, 04-6259065.
Email: ammarasoithong@
yahoo.com

Miscellaneous
Wanted

ELECTRIC GOLF CART
Running or not. Call K. Clint.
Tel: 07-2793577.

Mobile Phones

NOKIA 6610

6 month old, in perfect condi-
tion. Comes with headset for
radio and an extra cover in
black. Only 4,500 baht. Tel:
09-8683617. Email: patrick.
jehle@gmail.com

Personal
Services

PHOTOCOPY
REPAIRS

Friendly farang fixes copiers,
faxes + laser toner refills.
Please call George. Tel: 06-
9724805.

LEARN THAI

at home. Charming Thai lady
teacher gives Thai lessons at
your home. Full course with
conversation practise and
home study material. Begin-
ners or more advanced. Tel: 01-
7971497. Email: churee77@
hotmail.com

MAID AVAILABLE

From Feb 1, | will relocate to
northern Thailand and wish to
assist my maid in finding
other employment. She's
been with us for 2 years, al-
ways very honest and reliable.
She speaks a little English, has
her own transport and is very
good with small children (can
babysit at night). She works 6
days from 8 am to 4 pm, with
public holidays off. Tel: 01 -
7192458. Email: phuketmark
@yahoo.co.uk

KIDS’ PARTY?

Hire a bouncing castle for
great fun. For rates and infor-
mation. Tel: 01-8918689.

ENGLISH & GRAPHICS
teacher. Girl from Europe is
teaching basic English for chil-
dren and adults. | also teach
graphic programs on com-
puter — Adobe Photoshop, II-
lustrator, InDesign, Quark.
Tel: 66-06053233. Email:
katka.svobodova@volny.cz

Personals

BACKGAMMON

Retired businessman looking
for backgammon players on
Phuket Island. Please call if
interested. Tel: 076-386113,
01-5778443.

LOOKING FOR

female friend. I'm a 30-year-
old American looking for an En-
glish-speaking female friend
to show me around Phuket. If
available please email me. Will
be in Phuket December 15-19.
Email: rastebob50@hotmail.

DOG NEEDS HOME
Puke needs a home. Sheis 3
years old, a lovely dog, steril-
ized 2 years ago, and has all
the required injections and
medicine. She is a big dog
with a great need to give and
receive love. If someone can
take care of Puke, we will be
happy to provide one year of
food. Tel: 07-2825008. Email:
katafrog@hotmail.com
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| GAZETTE MIHA FOR SALE

Dinfalsu Mira 1987

We have one Mira for sabe: 1987 mods
nimined by Daihalsy
driven outside Phuket provinca and is in good condition
5,000 bahkt Ta irspecifest drive

Tel: 076-236553. Email: sudjai@phuketgazette.net
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TOYOTA D4D 3000

In best condition, Nov 2003; 41,000km; has a
Carryboy with air conditioner. Original guarantee
Nov 2006 or 100,000km. Includes an airbag, ad-
justable steering wheel, automatic, and soft leather
seats. Selling for 595,000 baht.

Tel: 04-8374429.

FORD RANGER

4WD Ford Ranger 2.5 XLT
Hurricane, registered Sep-
tember 2001. Low mileage
(56,000km), double airbag,
CD player, remote key/alarm,
roll bar, 1st-class insurance.
The car drives very well and
is for sale at only 420,000
baht. Tel: 09-8669406.
Email: danex01@gmail.com

ISUZU ADVENTURER
4/2-wheel drive, seats 7, im-
maculate, less than 2 years
old. 750,000 baht ono (price
newis over 1.2 million baht). All
options. Please call K. Wana
for more info. Tel: 076-279-
450 0r 01-8957359.

llnl- s

MITSUBISHI 4WD

2-5 turbo, Oct 2002, 2
doors, blue-silver color,
62,000km, with tinted win-
dows, carryboy and insur-
ance service history. Asking
450,000 baht. Tel: 01-087-
9983.

ISUZU D-MAX 2004
Isuzu D-Max Highlander, 3.0
diesel, 25,000km, July 2004
Has side steps, alloy wheels, a
Pioneer CD-player, custom
grille; first-class insurance paid
in August. For sale at 575,000
baht. Tel: 06-2775298.
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HONDA CB
SUPER FOUR

400cc, black color, 42,000
km, great sound, perfect
ride. All paperwork ok. Ask-
ing 57,000 baht. Tel: 04-
9928016.

KAWASAKI BOSS 175
New, 300km, bought newv for
100,000 baht. Selling for
80,000 baht. Please call for
more information. Tel: O1-
6078000.

KAWASAKI BOSS 175
“Night fire red”, inimmaculate
condition. Price: 60,000 baht.
Please contact Paul. Tel: O6-
2833227.

KAWASAKI BOSS 175
In good condition, blue, 12
months old. 56,000km. Ask-
ing 28,000 baht. Tel: 09-
4706104.

SUZUKI INTRUDER

VS 750. Intruder 750cc,
50hp, mint condition, com-
plete engine overhaul in 2004
Custom made stainless steel
exhaust system, new custom
leg rests, new clutch, new
cables, new bearings, new
seat — too much to list. All
parts genuine Suzuki from
Europe. Only 7,000km since
overhaul, this is a very reliable
chopper. Green book and
Phuket registration. Tax and
1st-class insurance. 195,000
baht, including transfer. Tel:
076-296621, 09-0216803.
Fax: 076-344689. Email:
info@baansuanvilla.de

HONDA PHANTOM
5,000km, black, many ex-
tras and no accidents. Price:
69,500 baht. Tel: 01-081-
2838. Email: 0b1267@
freenet.de

1994 MINIBUS

Nissan Urvan for sale. Gray,
11 seats, CD player, in good
condition. Price: 240,000
baht. Tel: 04-8516115. Email:
suksavat@hotmail.com

A1 CAR RENTAL

Cars, trucks, jeeps — fully
insured for rental. Best prices
for long-term rental:
12,000-20,000 baht per
month. Please call. Tel: 076-
200900, 09-8314703.

LOW PRICE

Lowv price for long-term rent.
Many types of new cars,
with CD player and insurance,
and well maintained. Please
contact for info. Tel: 01-607-
8567. Email: suksavat@
hotmail.com

RANGE ROVER WANTED
Wanted: Range Rover, year
95/96. Suspension or other
mechanical problems not a
problem, but price must re-
flect. Tel: 01-5523966. Email:
maitland998@hotmail.com

WANTED: 4WD TRUCK
Any make, but must be 4
door, 4 wheel drive, and in
good condition. Please state
age, mileage and price
wanted. A photo by e-mail
would be helpful. Tel: 01-
9785181. Email: anongb@
gmail.com

Mobel Clean Service

RN
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Wie turn your car info a STAR
STOP lacguer aging!
Mo more wax or polishing!

BMOTOR 5HO0W DURING DEC. 14=18, 2005 AT CENTHAL FESTIVAL FHUEET
Phuket D-T623-0240-3
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SANDWICHES - MADE YOUR WAY

oresso + Latte « Fresh Fruit Smoothies
Scrumptious Cakes » Cookies « Pastries

Open 8:00 to 6:00 every day :
,Patnng (behind Krung Thai Bank) (—7
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TEFLPlus’ LinguaPlus®

Taschar training Lenguage centra

‘four first choice for language classes on Phuket island, with
branches in Patong and Chalong.

Thailand's best walue TEFL course at anly 35,000 baht

Patong Language School
Arconsom Sguare, Patong, Kathu, Phukat 83150
Ted 0 7634 0373 Fax 0 7634 0873

LinguaPlus Language Centre
86/ Wiset Road, Chalong, Phuket 83000
TelFax 0 7628 (368

TEFLPlus Teacher Training
wwowtefiplus.com  info@teflplus_com

info@phuket-languageschool.com  www.phuket-languageschool.com &
py

' Hydrotherapy
v i % |

e, ? Des.nyaux
P DODLS

Eh'.:iil::-'.ra % in Thailand

Ba ngl; ok: Tel-+66 2 GHRTI33 Fax:+hh 2 MEE118 Phuket: Tel;+66 76 D6368H Fax; +6b 76 264023
Krabi: Tel:+66 75 624553 Fax: +66 75 624554 Chiang Mai: Tel-+66 53 2839012 Fax:+66 53 202859
Hatyai: Tel:+66 71 262934-5 Fax:+66 74 261936 Samui: Tel: 4 66 77 24T3EE-9 Fax:+66 77 457256

D. D. Fewel Design - g0% concrete..20% ingenujyy .

e st s s : Jeal 10-year guarantee!

% Nopiping.. Noleaks g
0ss-clrrentsWimming.

"‘L;.-_

SINCE™1966 %

wiww . desjoyauxasia.com

See [SSUES & ANSWERS at www.phuketgazette.net
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