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What's making Karon Municipality hot under the collar: shirtless revelers at the Nation Party last year

on Sentosa Island, Singapore.

Karon nixes

— Photo courtesy of Fridae.com

gay festival

By Anongnat Sartpisut

PHUKET CITY: Despite Phu-
ket Governor Udomsak Uswa-
rangkura having aready given
his blessing for Asia's largest
gay and leshian festival, the
Nation Party, to be held in
Phuket, the event may be
staged elsewhere because
Karon Municipality is worried
about the possibl e consequences
of hosting the party.

The news broke on August
11, following aclosed-door meet-
ing at Phuket Provincial Hall the
day before, between the Gover-
nor, the party organizers, Kata-
Karon Municipal officers and
Tourism Authority of Thailand
Phuket Office Director Suwalai
Pinpradab.

The Nation Party, orga-
nized by the Fridae.comwebsite,
is already being promoted as
starting on November 4, withnine
partiesbeing held over threedays
and nights.

Theevent, traditionaly held
in Singapore, was moved to Phu-
ket after the Singaporean Police
denied alicenseto stage the party
onthebasisthat it was*“ contrary
tothe public interest”.

The organizers then re-
quested permissionto hold events
at Karon Stadium from Novem-
ber 4 to 6. Permission was de-
nied, but that decisionisnow be-
ing reconsidered at Gov Udom-
sak’s request.

Thawee Thongcham, May-
or of Kata-Karon, said, “Some
[local residents] are worried

about noise, and some say that
drunk revelersmight have sex on
the beach. It could destroy the
image of Karon.

“We are worried that we
might not be able to control the
situation. Karon is aplace fami-
liesvisit. Wedon't have problems
involving sex. We don’t want
teenagers seeing and copying bad
behavior.”

K. Suwalai told the Gazette
that Gov Udomsak was firm in
his support for the event. How-
ever, she said, “The organizers
and Karon Municipality need to
look at what rules both sides can
accept. If both parties fail to
agree, the organizerscan still ar-
range to stage this event in an-
other country.

Continued on page 2

Tailor touts
facing
crackdown

KARON (Kom Chad Luek):
Community leaders in Kata-
Karon have issued a warning to
the 144 tailor shops in the area
that they will crack down on any
that continue to use aggressive
touting techniquesor take advan-
tage of tourists.

Tambon Karon Chairman
Winai Chidchiaw said that, at a
meeting among village headmen
and other community leaders, it
wasunanimously agreed to moni-
tor the behavior of the shops
staff, who have been warned to
end practices that pose a threat
to the area's reputation among
tourists.

Many of the shopshirefor-
eign nationals, mostly from India
and Nepal, he said.

Shopswhich continueto be
sources of complaint will be pe-
nalized to the full extent of the
law and subject to policeinvesti-
gations that would see any ille-
gal aiensdeported immediately,
he warned.

K. Winai called for coop-
eration from the Immigration
Policeinthisregard, asdeporta-
tion procedures fall under their
areaof responsibility.

“We're till looking for a
solutionto the labor problemsin
the tailor shops, especially as
many of them serve merely as
fronts which take customer or-
ders, with the actual tailoring
done by athird party,” he said.

“We have set up neighbor-
hood committees to investigate
and find out which shopsfall into
this category. Once we have an
idea of the scale of the problem,
we will meet again to decide
what should be done,” he said.

In addition to the problem
of illegal aliens working in the
industry, complaints have also
been received from Thai work-
ers in the shops that they were
being paid lessthan the minimum
wage, he said.

- Editorial: page 20
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Left: After his car was spotted sporting a ‘We Love Phuket’ bumper
sticker, Simon Speight collects his prize of a two-night stay for
two in a deluxe double room at the Absolute Sea Pearl Beach
Resort in Patong. Presenting the voucher to him is Gazette

Finally, some new whedls

PHUKET CITY: After reading the recent Gazette article “Police
appeal for new wheels’, Phuket resident Arnaud Verstraete, origi-
nally from Belgium, donated a patrol motorcycle to the Phuket City

Police Department.

Accepting the vehicle at the station recently was the station’s

Superintendent, Pol Col Paween Pongsirin.

Mr Verstraete is President of the Rotary Club of Patong, but the

donation has nothing to do with the Rotary, he explained.

“Actually, | don’t want to driveamotorcyclein Phuket any more
— it istoo dangerous, and | have my own car. So after seeing in the
Gazette that the police were appealing for new wheels | decided to

give them my one-year-old motorcycle,” he said.
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Patong Darts L eague
fixtures

August 23 fixtures: Queen Mary
vs Amigos; Dog's Bollocks vs
Piccadilly; Vahallavs Off Shore
Bar; Two Black Sheep vs Afri-
can Cafe; Shakers vs Coyote;
Didi’s vs Nag's Head. (Home
teams listed first)

OVING PHUKET

Accounting Mlanager Wipa ‘Fon’ Putkeaw. Right: Another winner

was Vorawit Choovaree (right) seen collecting his prize of dinner
for two at the Watermark Bar & Restaurant from Suchart ‘Chart’
Changtaragaet, Gazette graphic artist.

Call for entries
IN animation
contest by UN

By Anongnat Sartpisut

PHUKET: The United Nations
(UN) and Thailand's Software
Industry Promotion Agency
(Sipa) areinviting citizens of the
Asia-Pacific region to take part
in a short animation contest to
celebrate the 60" anniversary of
the UN. All entriesmust be sub-
mitted by October 1.

Open to citizens of Asia-
Pacific countries only, the con-
test is split into two categories:
Youth (25 yearsold or less) and
Public (over 25 yearsold). Con-
testants may enter as individu-
als or as groups — limited to no
more than five people. The ani-
mation should havearunningtime
of three to five minutes.

Contestants have six
themes to choose from: Reduc-
ing poverty and hunger; educat-
ing young people everywhere;
achieving theequality of menand
women; improving the health of
theworld's population; ensuring
a sustainable environment; and
promoting world peace.

Prize money totaling
US$15,000 (600,000 baht) isup
for grabs. PrizesintheYouth cat-
egory are: US$3,000 for first
place; US$2,000 for second
place; and US$1,000 for third
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place. Prizes in the Public cat-
egory are: US$4,000 for first
place; US$3,000 for second
place; and US$2,000 for third
place.

Contestants should send
their submissions to the United
Nations Information Services
(UNIS). For more information
contact UNIS at the United Na-
tionsBuilding, Rajdamnern Nork
Ave, Bangkok 10200, Tel: 02-
2881234, Fax: 02-2881052, or
Email: unisbkk.unescap@un.org;
or contact Sipa at 89/2 Moo 3,
Building 9, 11" Floor, TOT Corp
Plc, Chaeng Wattana Rd, Thung
Song Hong, Lak Si, Bangkok
10210, Tel: 02-5540400, Fax: 02-
5540402 or Email: training@sipa.
or.th

See also the websites at:
www.un.org, www.sipa.or.thand
WwWw.un-shortanime.com

Nantidatops

bill in pop-

jazz concert
at Hilton

Nantida Kaewbuasai

KARON: Nantida Kaewbuasai,
the Thai singer famousfor songs
such as Bok noi dai mai, will per-
form a special concert at the
Hilton Arcadia Phuket Resort &
Spa on September 3.

Tickets are priced at 2,000
baht, 1,500 baht and 1,000 baht.
All tickets include entrance to a
cocktail reception. Concertgoers
buying the 2,000-baht ticketswill
also receive an after-concert
cocktail.

Those attending may also
buy dinner, accommodation and
a Jazz Brunch for the following
day, and all ticket holders have
the chance to win prizes offered
by the Hilton group.

Tickets are available from
theHilton, Central Festival (B2S
and 1<t floor information counter),
the I-tree shop (opposite Home
Prointhe Tesco-L otus complex),
Baan Rim Pa restaurant in
Patong, The Green Man Pub
near Chalong and the offices of
the Phuket Gazette.

For more information con-
tact Nampetch Tipaxsorn at
Email: nampetch.tipaxsorn@
hilton.com or Tel: 076-396433-41.

Karon opposesgay fest

From page 1

“Weneed to discussdetails.
For example, they would party al
day and night. Thisconflictswith
Thai law, so we need to look at
whether they will accept closing
the event each day at 1 am.”

at
www.phukeigazetie.net!

But, she added, “Thisis a
good opportunity for Phuket.”

She said that if it does go
ahead she expects at least 2,000
peopleto attend thefestival, each
spending at least 4,000 baht aday,
generating revenue of 24 million
baht over three days.

“Most people who attend
eventslikethisare not like those
who go to full moon parties —
most of them are upper-class
people. But we need to see
whether they will accept our
rules,” she said.

K. Suwalai added that the
organizerswill cometo Phuket at
the end of this month to decide
finally whether the party will be
held in Phuket or not.
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| ndonesian haze
blankets Phuket

By Gazette Staff

PHUKET CITY: As the haze
from Sumatra spread across
Phuket this week the Provincia
Public Health Office (PPHO)
announced that those with aller-
giesor respiratory ailmentscould
collect free facemasks from
Wachira Phuket Hospital as a
minimal form of protection from
the smoke particles.

Dr Wanchai Sattayawutthi-
pong, Chief of the PPHO, told
the Gazette on August 16 that
the average particulate matter
reading (PM-10 reading, for par-
ticles less than 10 microns in
size) in air samples taken over
the previous 24 hours was 82.5
micrograms per cubic meters,
still well below the 120ug/m3
threshold deemed to pose arisk
to healthy people.

However, he said the smoke
—from out-of-control forest fires
on the Indonesian island — could
pose a threat to people with al-
lergiesand respiratory illnesses.

Hisofficewould continueto
monitor the situation closely and
issue warnings as needed should
the situation worsen. He advised
peoplewho experiencedifficulty
breathing to:

* Cover their noses and
mouths with a damp cloth when
goingoutside;

e Stay away from areas
with high smoke concentrations,
especialy by staying indoors.

» Keep doors and windows
shut to keep smoke-laden air out;

* Consult adoctor immedi-
ately if experiencing breathing dif-
ficulty;

* Avoid smoking cigarettes
and drink plenty of water;

* Avoid strenuousexercise;

Gamblerstop arrest
statistics—again

PHUKET: Gambling once again
topped Phuket's arrest statistics,
according to figures released re-
cently by Phuket Provincial Po-
lice, who made 144 arrests for
gamblingin July.

Sixty-seven people were
arrested for theillegal possession
or use of narcotics

Of the five murder cases
reported during the period, police
made an arrest in connection with

one case.

Dl )
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Phuket City can hardly be seen through the murk in this photograph
taken August 16 from the top of Rang Hill

* Avoid collecting rainwater
for drinking until at least one hour
has passed since the beginning of
rainfal.

He added that the Pollution
Control Department displays
regularly updated air-quality data
at: www.pcd.go.th/AirQuality/
Regional/defaultThai.cfm

The air over Phuket began
to darken naticeably on August
15 as smoke drifted north. It had
already blanketed Malaysia,
bringing smog to cities in that
country and protests to Indone-
sia from the Malaysian govern-
ment.

On that day Chumnong
Chitpukdee, chief of the Meteo-
rological Department’s Southern
Meteorological Center (West
Coast), confirmed that Sumatra
is the source of the haze, which
is being carried here across the
Strait of Malacca by prevailing
southwest monsoon winds.

“The haze made it as far
north as Trang yesterday [August
14] and today it reached Phuket,”
he said.

K. Chumnong said that the
sky should clear up considerably
with the next rainfall, which he
said he expects “soon”.
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Thehaze posesno great risk
to aviation, he added. “Visibility
isstill good at the airport because
of steady winds coming off the
sea.”

In an ironic twist, The Na-
tion reported that hotelsin Haad
Yai, in Songkhla Province, had
experienced a sudden surge of
business as Malaysians crossed
into Thailand in hopes of escap-
ing the smoke at home.

For more information or
health advise, contact the PPHO
at 076-222913-4.
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European travel giants

to launch new Phuket
ar charter service

By Athiga Jundee

PHUKET: Two of the biggest
names in European tourism are
joining forceswith aGerman air-
lineto launch anew Phuket char-
ter service at the start of the high
season.

Thomas Cook AG, German
tour operator Neckerman and
low-cost carrier
Condor Flugdienst
plan to operate
flightsto Phuket be-
tween November
and April next year.

“Europe will
return to Phuket
again this winter,
thanks to Thomas
Cook AG and tour
operator Necker-
mann Reisen’sjoint
promotion of Phuket
to the European
market, to the me-
dia and to Thomas
Cook’s trade part-

Dr Peter Fankhauser of
Thomas Cook hopes to
bring 25,000 tourists to
Phuket in the coming high
season.

used to have 45,000 passengers
from Europe to Phuket. Now,
after our marketing activities
throughout Europe, we are hop-
ing that the number of passengers
flying to Phuket will reach about
25,000 during thissix-month pro-
motional period.”

Thomas Cook AG recog-
nizes that Phuket is a beautiful
place to visit, Dr
Fankhauser said,
and the company
believesthat tourists
who have been to
Phuket before will
want to return.

Pattanapong
Aikwanich, Presi-
dent of the Phuket
Tourism Associa-
tion, thanked Tho-
mas Cook AG for
promoting Phuket in
Europe. “I believe
that Thomas Cook’s
support will increase
the confidenceof in-

ners,” Dr Peter Fankhauser, a vestorsin the tourism industry,”

member of the Thomas Cook AG
Executive and CEO Germany,
said.

“The company is offering
good rates and fares in order to
increase capacity, in addition to
marketing via the international
pressin Germany and the rest of
Europe,” he said. Thomas Cook
AG is one of the biggest names
among European tour operators.

“ After thetsunami’simpact
on the Andaman provinces, Tho-
mas Cook AG’sbusinessdropped
15% nationwide, but Phuket busi-
nesssuffered most,” Dr Fankhau-
ser said.

“In an average year we

he said.

Phuket Governor Udomsak
Uswarangkuraadded that heand
staff of the Tourism Authority of
Thailand will visit Japan next
month to promote Phuket further.

“We will make presenta-
tions to the Japanese about our
evacuation drillsand wewill do
practicedrillsagain at Phuket In-
ternational Airport on September
9.

“We can demonstrate that
we are up to date in terms of
equipment and staff training,
which will go along way to re-
storing Japanese tourists’ confi-
dence,” the Governor said.

TON

Aleenta
Lamont

Fi [N E e d (=] i l_| T
| ala
L_oCoon
Indigo
SNADNSANZ
lamarine
Soul of Asia
Sivalla
Candere

Evervihing

Underthesun

w theplazasurin

COm



4 PHUKET GAZETTE

INSIDE STORY

August 20 - 26, 2005

Scent to | al

UDON THANI: Busting drug mules can be a dirty business, as po-
licein Udon Thani found out on the afternoon of August 15.

After receiving atip-off that adrug deal was about to go down
at the Jaroernsri Complex shopping center, police led by Provincial
Police Deputy Chief Inspector Yanyong Wechsot set up a surveil-
lance unit. It was not long before two men matching the description
of the suspects appeared, loitering near the entrance to the MK Suki
Restaurant on the first floor. When police moved in to search them,
they found 107 purple ya bah (methamphetamine) pills stashed away
in the underwear of one of the men, who smelled terribly.

Police identified the hygiene-impaired suspect as L ao national
Thawkaew-udon, 27, aresident of Vientiane. He confessed to hav-
ing smuggled drugsinto Thailand from the Lao capital for more than
ayear, each time disguising the characteristic chemical scent of the
contraband with hisown body odor, which wasformidable given that
he had not bathed for more than a month.

He added that he wore the same unlaundered underwear for
the entire month, in the hope that the stench would create a force
field powerful enough to ward off police who might otherwise search
him — and perhaps keep sniffer dogs at bay.

There are no laws against body odor in Thailand —though per-
haps there should be — and the Lao was arrested on charges of
trafficking a Class 1 narcotic into the country with intent to sell.

It was not reported if he will be forced to take a bath as part of

his punishment.
Source: Khao Sod (“Fresh News”)
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The waiting

Eight months after the tsunami, residents of Kamala and
Patong are still waiting for funds to redevelop the areas’
damaged landscape and infrastructure.

In January, the government decreed that the Tour-
ism Authority of Thailand (TAT) and the Office of Tourism
Development (OTD) take over responsibility for repara-
tions, awarding budgets of 750 million for Patong and

600 million baht for Kamala.

Little by little, however, these budgets have been re-
duced, to 197.4 million and 96.7 million respectively, and
still the project has not started. The Gazette’s Anong-
nat Sartpisut and Ananya Hongsa-ngiam ask why
this should be and just when the recovery work will be-

gin in earnest.

n January, Suwat L iptapan-

lop, at that time a Deputy

PrimeMinister, wasorder-

ed to look into what thetsu-
nami-stricken municipalities of
Kamala and Patong needed for
recovery.

K. Suwat’s brief was to
concentrate first on safety mea-
sures, including thelaying of un-
derground power cables, water
supplies and warning systems,
then on landscape development
along with new walkways, tour-
istinformation centersand evacu-
ationsigns.

Heordered the TAT and the
OTD to find conceptual design
companiesthat could do the job.
The sense of urgency was pal-
pable. However, national elec-
tions on February 6 created an
air of uncertainty that caused the
project to stall and budgetsto be
frozen, then eventually slashed.
Nowadays people are asking just
where the project has disap-
peared to.

A TAT officer, who sope
with the Gazette on condition of
anonymity, explained, “At that
time it was not the TAT’s job to
rebuild Patong and Kamala. Our
purposeisto promote, not to con-
struct. But we had orders from
the government and we tried to
obey them aswell aswe could.”
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He continued, “To under-
stand thisaffair you must under-
stand the official process. We
sent our provisional plan to
Plodprasop Suraswadi, coordina-
tor of the six-province recovery
project, and at the beginning of
March the plan was submitted to
the cabinet, which, in turn, ap-
provedit.

“While the cabinet consid-
ered our proposals, the TAT
hatched a ‘ Terms of Reference’
plan and had committeeslook into
improvements [for Patong and

don’t know if they will come back
or not,” he said.

He explained that foreign-
ers come to Phuket for the sun,
sand and sea. “They come here

Kamala]. This for the nature
was all approv- and the beauty
CRAC 1w e [ERRGET
thamas Siriwan, to show their plans to ingsor for mod-
on Mf\rch 25. local people, W) ern technology

Our plan need to know what such as alreagy

was to set ev-
erything up for

they're doing. The

exists in their
country. Look at

when the gov- architects outlined Patong 30 years
sjiheelll  (heirplans in anair- et
ception and de- conditioned room - now, hoWever,
sign budget. they should go and Patongisno dif-
We kft‘OtW ri1t IiS see the real thing, on {g; i‘}ffom Pat-
urgent to help : :

peoplebir; bOt.Q site, on the beach. The IT.AT
areas but is i source explain-
really our fault ed that sincethe

that it hastaken such along time
to obtain government approval ?
“People don't realize just
how much effort we put into pro-
moting Phuket, especially Patong.
Evenif we put abillion baht into
attracting people here, do you
really think that tourists would
return immediately? Frankly, we

budget was cut in May, the TAT
has had to revise the plan sev-
eral times.

“It hasbeen very difficult to
find companieswilling to takeon
a project because [at reduced
prices| they would lose money.
Eventually, two companies ac-
cepted because they wanted to
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Just goes on and on

help people affected by the tsu-
nami.

“Thearchitectshad only 90
days to draw up their plans, do
surveys and assess costs. Plus

they needed to fly to Phuket.
Ninety days was not enough
time.”

Hesaid, “Whether the plan
succeeds or not depends on lo-

In both Patong and Kamala
there are still piles of tsunami
trash. Local authorities say
they are doing nothing because
they do not want to step on the
TAT's toes.

cal peopleand local organizations.
They needto giverelevant infor-
mation to the architects and con-
tractors.

“The TAT is only a small
organization that supports tour-
ism in Phuket the way it should
be. We play a supporting role as
promoters. This is how we can
best be of help.”

Karoon Sreeden, Deputy
Mayor of Kamala, told the Ga-
zette, “| know about the projects
and that the TAT wants to de-
velop Kamala, but some projects
have already been covered by the
Tambon Administration Organiza-
tion (OrBorTor) and the Phuket
Provincial Highways Office.

“The TAT has a budget of
65 million baht for the OrBor Tor.
Thismoney istoimprovetheroad
infront of KamalaBeach aswell
asfor thelandscaping of the Cha-
lerm Prakiet 100 Pi Park, which
is opposite the Kamala Public
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Health Center. It isalso to cover
the cost of the proposed Tsunami
Monument wheretherelatives of
the dead can pay their respects.”

SurinIsalam, Village Chief
of Moo 5, Kamala, the area
around Phuket FantaSea, said,
“Nothing much has happened in
this area since December 26, es-
pecialy to the land next to the
beach. In fact, Kamala needs a
fast recovery, but everyone con-
centrated on [rebuilding] Patong,
while Kamala was forgotten.”

He said that he had at-
tended a meeting at Phuket Pro-
vincial Hall inApril between the
TAT, the Governor, community
leaders and the two municipali-
ties. “ That was the only time we
met to discussthe TAT  splan and
it seemed good. But at the mo-
ment, everything is completely
silent and we simply don’'t know
what’s going on.”

As for the upcoming high
season, K. Surin put it lightly
when he said that tourism in the
area would be affected “a little
bit". He added, “Kamala needs
urgent recovery, it doesn’'t mat-
ter if construction continuesinto
the high season as long as we
recover. Butitisour right to know
what the plans are.”

Patong Deputy Mayor Chai-
rat Sukbal agreed that things need
to be speeded up. He said, “The
TAT budget, even though reduced,
will improve Patong. We haveto
hurry to get these improvements
done. If we don't start today it
won't get done by the high sea-
son. | will be meeting the Gover-
nor soon about this.”

Sompong Jiamtua, Patong's
Sai Yuan Village Chief, agrees, “|
wouldlike[the TAT] to show their
planstolocal people. We need to
know what they’re doing. | pro-
tested against thelast one, asthey
proposed a dam on the beach.
And the architects outlined their
plansin an air-conditioned room
—they should go and seetherea
thing, on site, on the beach.

“| agreewith the TAT about
the devel opment of thelandscape.
After the tsunami, some areas of
Patong have aready been rebuilt.
But | strongly recommend that
we keep things as natural as pos-
sible; tourists prefer natural to
man-made scenery.

“If at al possible, | would
prefer the redevelopment to be
done during the low season but
thisisurgent, so | think the TAT
should go ahead whether it'shigh
or low season.”
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Celebrating Phuket in song

By Anongnat Sartpisut

huket native Chaisit

Khorsantiwichai is the

son of aroadside coffee

vendor. Learning to play

music at an early age, he quickly
developed apassion for it.

After working his way

Daojai Paijit. The singers are
backed up by ateam of eight tra-
ditional Thai musicians, most of
whom arelocal businessmenwho
share K. Chaisit’s passion for
Thai marches and ballads.

K. Chaisit told the Gazette
that most of the musicians and
singers on the album came to-

through university asamusician, gether to play at the 1999 Walk-
hereturned to Phu- ing Street Fair on
ket and amassed a Thalang Rd.

fortune in the is- ‘ “We got real
land’s property .When . good feedback
market, and devel- listen to new from the crowd

oped a successful
commodities bro-
kerage.

Financially
secure, K. Chaisit
decided to kick
back and enjoy life
by indulginginhis
passion for music
once again.

The result,
some six years in
themaking, isal5
track charity CD

albums these
days, you get
bored with them
in a few months'’
time, but these
songs are
classics that
have already
shown they can
stand the test of
time.’

then, and that’'s
when the idea for
Phuket Memory
Songs was born,”
he said.

“l began to
choose the songs
after that, and then
spent two yearsre-
cording theminthe
studio. | triedtouse
all the best Phuket
oldies, that's why
they are called

entitled Phuket

Memory Songs,

which featuresthe

vocal talents of some of the
island’stop politicians and opin-
ion leaders: Phuket Senator
Paiboon Upatising, Phuket Tour-
ist Association Pattanapong
Aikwanich and former Phuket
Chamber of Commerce Chair-
man Pamuke Archariyachai, to
name just a few.

Adding some government-
certified heavyweight talent tothe
list of singers are three Thai Na-
tional Artists. Suthep Wongkam-
heang, Saowalee Pakapan and

WARNING:

‘memory songs'.”
K. Chaisit,
who spent almost
500,000 baht producing the al-
bum, told the Gazette that all pro-
ceedswill go to charity.

The primary recipient, get-
ting 80%, will bethe Mingmong-
kol 48 Foundation, whichisbuild-
ing a huge Buddha image atop
Nakkerd Hill in Karon.

The remaining 20% of pro-
ceedswill bedonated to the Thep-
kasattri-Srisoonthorn Foundation
to helpitswork with tsunami vic-
tims, hesaid. He expectsthefirst
batch of 10,000 CDs, released last

Saowalee Pakapan, one of three Thai National Artists featured on

.
S

the album, records Haad Rawai, watched by CD project leader Chaisit

Khorsantiwichai.

month, to sell out in about five
months' time.

K. Chaisit said he has
known all of the singers on the
albumfor alongtime.

“Eachwas carefully chosen
because his or her vocal style
matched what we needed for the
song, not because he or she might
happen to have high social stand-
ing. You canlistentotheir voices
and hear for yourself just how
talented they are,” he said.

One of his favorite tracks,
simply named Phuket, is one of
two English-language tracks on
the album. Sung by his daughter
Janjira, itisdescribed by the art-
ist as being a “pure” but funky
blend of Latin and soul styles—
with aThai twist, of course.

Thelyricsaresmple: “Phu-
ket is my hometown, my love, my
life I'm proud ...Just come and
see how beautiful Phuket can
be ... beaches and sand, a won-

derful land ... it's like a dream,
a beautiful dream.”

Do we have the next Tour-
ism Authority of Thailand jingle
here, perhaps?

On the song Haad Rawai
(Rawai Beach), sung by National
Artist Saowalee Pakapan, the
producer explained how he used
a tenor sax with a back-up or-
chestrato try to recreate the feel
of refreshing breezes and gentle
rhythms of the sea.

Another personal favorite
of the producer/arranger is the
album’sfirst track, Yod Naree Sri
Thalang, amusical tributeto Phu-
ket's legendary heroines, Thao
Thepkasattri and Thao Srisoon-
thorn.

Withitsfluteand hornflour-
ishes, the song isa classic Thai-
style military march sung by a
chorus—think of aMao-era Chi-
nese propaganda song with a bit
of Yankee Doodle Dandy thrown
inand you start to get the picture.

K. Chaisit is pleased with
theend product and thinksthe CD
will help introduce the classic
songs to anew generation of lis-
teners.

“When you listen to new
albumsthese days, you get bored
withtheminafew months' time,
but these songs are classics that
have already shown they can
stand the test of time.

“1 hope al Phuket people
will listento them,” he said.

Phuket Memory Songs is avail-
able at bookshops and other
stores. For more information
contact Tel: 076-219768 or
Fax: 076-356115.

SELLING ALCOHOL TO PERSONS UNDER 18 YEARS OLD IS ILLEGAL
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Revamp of English curriculum ordered

ew Education Minister

Chaturon Chaisang

ordered a revamp of

the country’sEnglish-
teaching practices, after average
scores on standard tests sug-
gested Thai students' Englishis
among the poorest in Southeast
Asia

“When we teach English,
our children should be able to
communicatein English. What we
teach should also be in line with
the Test of English as a Foreign
Language (TOEFL),” K. Chatu-
ron said.

On August 8, the English
Language Development Center
disclosed how local studentsfared
in the TOEFL between July last
year and Junethisyear, compared
with their peers in Southeast
Asia

Thais lagged behind seven
Southeast Asian nations, includ-
ing Burma, Vietham and L aos.

In the wake of thefindings,
K. Chaturon said the country
needed to place more emphasis
on real communication and that
the current curriculum still fo-
cuses too heavily on grammar
and rote learning.

Aside from English, K.
Chaturon said schools must also
prioritize the teaching of Manda-
rin—another increasingly impor-
tant international language.

Tactical retreat: After weeks
of uproar over the emergency de-
cree imposed on the restive
South, Prime Minister Thaksin
Shinawatra made a tactical re-
treat, saying that Parliament could
tone down measures it deemed
too heavy-handed.

“We will submit the decree
to Parliament. If they are till
concerned ... then we will take
stepsto make adjustments,” said
the PM.

The decree, aimed at re-
storing law and order in thethree
southernmost provinces, permits
authorities to detain suspects for
up to 30 days without charge,
conduct searches and make ar-
rests without warrants, and tap
phonelines. It also providesim-
punity for officialsin the line of

duty.

University affairs: A drug-traf-
ficking gang in the North has
been using dozens of university

1\

KHON DANCING: A Thai participant dressed for the traditional Thai stage dance the khon, joins
fellow participants during the closing ceremony of the World Health Organization’s 6" Global
Conference on Health Promotion at the United Nation’s regional headquarters in Bangkok.

students as couriers, police said
following the arrest in Lampang
of four students with 48 kilo-
grams of heroin.

Police said the arrests
cracked a drug-trafficking gang
that had morethan 100 members,
mostly students, whose move-
ments had been monitored over
six months. The studentssaid they
were offered 1 million baht for
each delivery.

Hilltribe peoplewere hired
to smuggle drugs from Burma
into Thailand viaMae Hong Son.
From there, university students
were used to transport the drugs
to Bangkok, where they were
shipped abroad, police said.

Tsunami museum: The Culture
Ministry will soon announce an
internationa competitiontodesign
a tsunami memorial museum to
be located in the Khao L ak-
Lamru National Park in Phang
Nga's Takuapa district.

Apinan Poshyananda, Di-
rector of the Office of Contem-
porary Art and Culture, said ar-
chitectsfrom more than 30 coun-
trieswould beinvited next month
to bid for the project. The com-
petition budget alone will be
around 50 million baht; the con-
struction budget has yet to be
confirmed.

Authorities plan to lay a
foundation stonefor the museum
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on December 26, the first anni-
versary of thedisaster. Construc-
tion will take another year, K.
Apinan said.

Critics have slammed the
project as insensitive and waste-
ful, pointing out that many tsu-
nami victims have yet to receive

any government compensation
following the disaster.

E-driving test: ThelLand Trans-
port Department launched a 32-
million-baht computerized test for
people seeking driver’s licenses
in Bangkok.

Deputy Transport Minister
Chaiyanan Charoensiri said the
computerized theory test would
ensure that a credible marking
system was in place and would
pave the way for an efficient da-
tabase system.

Thetest isavailable at five
Land Transport offices in Bang-
kok. Applicants must score at
least 23 out of 30 pointsto qualify
for the practical driving test.

“If it works well, we will
request a further budget to pro-
vide computerized tests across
the country,” said K. Chaiyanan.

Thai copyright: A Cambodian
tourist wasarrested in Bangkok’s
Phya Tha District cinema for
recording a two-and-a-half min-
ute segment of the hit martial arts
movie Tom Yum Goong with his
digital camera.

Dos Sop Heak told officers
that he and somefriendshad been
visiting Thailand for six weeks
and had cometo seethefilm. He
said the movie was so good that
he couldn’t help himself and re-
corded parts of it to watch again
later.

He said it he did not know
he had broken the law by captur-
ing footage.
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Police probeillegal passport trade

lice officers on Koh

amui have been or-

dered to keep a careful

eye on certain foreign-

run businesses after a man was

caught at Bang-

kok’s Don Muang

Airport in posses-

sion of more than

400 foreign pass-
ports.

The passports
came from Belgi-
um, France and
Portugal, and the
man is believed to
have bought them
from suppliers on
Koh Samui.

Thelmmigra-
tion Police have
launched an inves-
tigation into gangs
that runsuchillegal
activities, which
could potentially
harm Thailand’'s
reputation, espe-
cially with concern about terror-
ismat an al-timehigh.

Undercover operationswill
follow, and the Royal Thai Police
areconfident that they will swiftly
apprehend those responsible.

Private patrol-performing pos-
ses prevent potential perpe-
trators pinching prized pos-

FROM THE
GULF OF

THAILAND

By Commander
Sammy Swan

sessmns, perhaps A sharpin-
crease in crime on Samui is
prompting local villagersto take
security into their own hands.
Crime has become more of a
concern to the is-
land’s dwellers
since a recent
spate of break-ins,
which arebelieved
to be the work of
gangs of profes-
sional thieves.

The burglars
targeted housesin
search of expen-
siveitemsthat are
easy to sell on the
black market, such
as laptop comput-
ers, MP3 players
and digital cam-
eras.

The local
council in Baan
Bang Rak, for ex-
ample, hasreacted
by forming secu-
rity detailsto patrol the streets at
night. These groups will appre-
hend and hold criminalsuntil the
police arrive. They can also be
called on their mobile phones to
assist in emergencies.

Likit Ruangsi, the Bang Rak
village headman, organized 14
volunteersinto small teams, who
drive around the area stopping

Overhead power cables across the |sland are being upgraded.

suspicious charactersand jotting
down number plates.

“We have no budget for
this,” he said. “We are supported
[in our actions] by local people
and as long as there are thieves
in the neighborhood, wewill con-
tinueto patrol every night.

“If necessary, we are even
prepared to bring crimina sbefore
thevillage so that people can deal
withthemthe‘local way’, but up
until now we have scared away
the thieves before we can catch
them.”

Sakchai Chaithawat, thevil-

lage chief of Baan Harn near
Lamai Beach has recruited 15
local men to check the identity
cards of anyone who is not
known in the area.

Histeam also reportsonthe
activitiesof migrant |aborersinthe
area, and the patrol membersare
keen for people to seethem asa
public service.

Most local people, he said,
have wel comed thisnew commu-
nity security service, whichisex-
pected to spread rapidly to almost
every village on Koh Samui.

Theethicsof vigilante-style

policing may appear suspect to
some, but those involved claim
they are simply protecting their
rights asislanders.

Power to the people: The Koh
Samui Electricity Officerecently
put in arequest to the Surat Thani
Provincial Electricity Authority
(STPEA) for the installation of
higher-voltage power cables to
serve theisland.

Several months ago, the
head of the STPEA, Phemphol
Thaweesuwan, charged histeam
with the task of upgrading over-
head power lines in preparation
for the completion of anew sub-
marine cable from the island’s
closest mainland port, Kanom,
situated 24.5 kilometers away.

The cablethat runsto Samui
carries just 33,000 volts which,
following the boom intourist ar-
rivals that followed the tsunami,
proved to beinsufficient, hesaid.
The new cable will have a ca
pacity of 115,000 volts.

K. Phemphol aso explained
that improvements to overhead
power lines are also being made.
Previously, electricity cables
criss-crossed roads, and this is
considered both hazardous and
inefficient.

Cdr Swan is a writer with Koh
Samui's community magazine.

Pruerk-pirom
9.9 million baht

S units only

For further information, please contact our office:
Tel: 076-381150-2 Fax:

Email: info@lhphuket.com Website: www.lhphuket.com

076-3581111

Free sports complex membership
{4 persons/lunit)

ANOTHER QUALITY PROJECT FROM LAND & HGUSEU s

Land & Houses Park Phuket

F.of & & FE T

Pruerk-lawan
10,9 million baht

No matter where the house is or how big the land is, you can have rﬁfm all
at the same price.




August 20 - 26, 2005 HAPPENINGS PHUKET GAZETTE 9

vaustalFoanmisUsyaciuiis: SnrnNmEHURS
iy 0000 trniffadoeius: auTe il

BANKING ON EDUCATION: Superintendent Derek Forest (left), Commander
of the Information Management Center (IIVIC) at the Thai Tsunami Victim HOT AND SPICY: Panom Yeerum (center), better known as Tony Jaa, star of the new Thai
Identification center, hands bankbooks for education grant accounts to 20 martial arts movie Tom Yum Goong, and co-star Bongkot “Tuk” Kongmalai (left) present a
students at Baan Ket-Ho School in Kathu. The students will each receive check for 10,000 baht to Atchara Raethong, Chief of the Phuket Provincial Relations Office,
7,000 baht a year for schooling until graduation. The funds will all be personal  to help tsunami sufferers, after a recent charity auction of their personal belongings at SFX
donations from the INVIC team. Coliseum Cinema, in Central Festival Phuket.

Sidrey Aisiale

: GRAND DESIGNS: (from left) John Kompa, Program Director Mutimedia
STRATEGIC SUPPORT: On the first day of their recent ‘International Lodging Business Alignment Design; Sasikan Intana, Education Consultant; and Cheng Kwek Loong,
Meeting 2005’ strategic planning convention at the JW Marriott Phuket Resort & Spa, more Executive Vice Dean, all of the Raffles Lasalle International Design School
than 150 Marriott executive leaders headed north to Khao Lak to lend a hand rebuilding tsunami-  take a break during their recent meeting with the Bangkok, Chiang ai and
affected areas under the banner “Habitat for Humanity”. Phuket Raffles Education Admission Offices at the Royal Phuket City Hotel.
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BRUSHING UP: Renowned Thai artist Prof Decha Warashoon (left) celebrates the = x e X b - —i—l—

opening of his A Travelogue in Watercolors art exhibition with exhibition curator SERVED Khaled Mannann (center, in whlte cap), owner of the Blue Orchid and Thai
Charoon Boonsuan (center), and Burasari Resort General Manager Mike Inman, at  Village restaurants in the UK, receives a warm ‘thank you’ from villagers and children in
the resort’s in-house art gallery. The exhibition is part of the resort’s series of ‘Art Phang Nga. Mr Mannann, his staff and customers donated a total of 400,000 baht to
of Life’ exhibitions, aimed at giving exposure to Thai artists. help provide care for children who lost their parents to the tsunami.

EXPOSE YOURSELF/ to 30-35,000 visitors aday! —

o

A Phuket Gazette website banner is your window to the world. Can you afford BlIT to have one?
Agk Anna or Koy for details. Tel: 076-236555 Email: anna@phuketgazette.net
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The latest occupant of the recently-
and frequently-vacated hotseat as
Chief of the Phuket Office of Disaster
Prevention and Mitigation (ODPM) is
Boonchai Somjai, 42.

He is the fourth to hold the job,
which has naturally taken on far
greater significance since the tsunami.

After two months in the public eye,
he speaks here with the Gazette’s
Athiga Jundee about the challenges
he faces.

ith such ahigh turnover among
Phuket ODPM chiefs, it is not
surprising that some consider

the length of time Boonchai

Somjai will stay in his post as more interest-
ing than the man or therole itself.

However, such speculation, at a time

when the events of December 26, 2004, are

still so fresh in many minds, detractsfromthe

importance of the office.

“1 know all too well that thispositionis
very much in the public eye and [because of

the turnover of ODPM chiefg] is
regarded quite poorly by the pub-
lic,” said K. Boonchai.

“Despite — or perhaps be-
causeof —this, | am proud to have
been giventhischallenge because
| want to solve problemsthat con-
cern Phuket, which is where |
was born.”

K. Boonchai, who holds a
master’sdegreein administration
as well as a law degree, has
workedinloca government since
1988.

One of hisearlier positions
was as Chief District Officer
(CDO) of Kraburi District,
Ranong Province, and it was in
that role that he had his first ex-
perience of working to minimize
the effects of disasters.

“Back then, before the De-
partment of Disaster Prevention
and Mitigation came into being,
provincial governors, CDOs and
municipal officers shared there-
sponsibility for preventing and
minimizing disasters on a more
ad-hoc basis,” he explained.

“In 1995, | took my experi-
ence to Krabi, where | was As-
sistant Head of the Krabi Provin-
cia Disaster Prevention Office,
aswell as CDO. This was some
seven years before the Ministry

A disastrous career path

of Interior formally developed the
structure of the Department of
Disaster Prevention and Mitiga-
tion (DDPM) in 2002.”

K. Boonchai was also a
CDO in Phang Nga Province
before taking up a similar posi-
tionin Phuket in 2004.

“l was given my current
appointment on June 16 thisyear,
having been recommended to
Suntorn Riewluang, the Director
of the DDPM, by Governor
Udomsak Uswarangkura and
Vice-Governor Niran Kalayana-
mit,” he said.

“1 had made a presentation
to Gov Udomsak stating my in-
terest in the post and detailing
why | thought | was qualified to
do it,” he said. “My hands-on
experience of the role and my
organizational skills impressed
him,” he added.

WhileK. Boonchai did not
wish to dwell on the potential di-
sasters that Phuket faces, he ex-
plained that bitter experience
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has shown that natural phenom-
enasuch as earthquakes, floods,
landslides and freak meteoro-
logical conditions must be pre-
pared for.

“We must also be aware
that we could
havefires, either
inlargebuildings
or in the coun-
tryside, [and we
should under-
stand that] buil-
dings collapse,
that chemicals
can be spilled
and that aircraft
do crash.

“There is
also the risk of
terrorist activity,
and the ODPM
must plan to
counter all risks
to the island,
whether natural, accidental or
deliberate,” he said.

He added that creating and
maintai ning public confidencein
the ODPM, its abilities and the
safety of theisland asawholeis
one of his main priorities. Rais-
ing the profile of the ODPM and
explaining to the public and other
government bodieshow the nine-

‘| have been given
the task of making
sure that Phuket
remains safe, and |
shall do that,
although | admit

that sometimes |
become very
weary and do have
to face problems at
work.’

man ODPM team functions are
therefore crucial.

He acknowledged that the
public has, perhaps, lost some
confidence in the ODPM be-
cause of the frequent changes at
the top.

“I"'m a co-
ordinator and or-
ganizer, and the
demonstrable
organizational
skills | have are
vital to getting
the different de-
partments —
such as health,
police, the tam-
bon administra-
tion organiza-
tions and the
municipalities—
working to-
gether,” hesaid.

“From my
experience, it is essential for the
three provinces of Phuket, Krabi
and Phang Ngato have more-or-
less the same disaster prepared-
ness plans and to work in a tri-
provincia way.”

He reasoned that, as the
provinces share many of the
same geographical features and
follow asimilar tourism-market-

Tal: D-TE24-463E, Fax

Belore making & decision use a geophysics investigation 1o Dest pour praperty

S0&, Mohila 143
E-mail: mrp_groupi@yahos.com wewvpliuketdi

121415 Moo Z, Thepanusam Hd, 1. ¥ichit, A. Muang, Pheket, 83000

Hipkilg rosdwater

ing plan, it is the only sensible
course of action.

“Thedutiesand responsibili-
ties of ODPMs throughout the
country, were set down in a 10-
point plan by the Ministry of In-
terior. From these al local pre-
vention and mitigation plans are
formulated.

“The 10 points range from
the practical — such as arranging
training exercises and dry-runs
for disaster preparedness—to the
more academic pursuits of re-
search and analysisinto warning
and mitigation systems.

“l also have my ‘5M sys-
tem’ that | apply to my work:
Materials, Management, Man-
power, Money and Marketing.

“At this time, so soon af -
ter the tsunami and at the be-
ginning of my tenure as ODPM
chief, my first concerns are
marketing, that is, public rela-
tions, and management,” said K.
Boonchai.

“1 have eight staff under my
control, and our team of nine
seems quite small when com-
pared with the wide remit of our
work and responsibilities, but I’'m
not complaining.

“1 have been given the task
of making sure that Phuket re-
mains safe, and | shall do that,
although | admit that sometimes
| becomevery weary and do have
to face problems at work,” he
said.

But, he notes philosophi-
cally, “ Peopleface chalengesand
problemsin every job.

“By facing and solving these
problems — and even facing di-
sasters — we garner more expe-
rience which in turn prepares us
better for future challenges.”
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m Stars

by Isla Star

LEO (July 24-August 22): Guard
against getting your whiskersin
a twist this weekend. Someone
is likely to say something that
they don’t mean and this could
lead to an uncomfortable situa-
tionif you alow it to. Career mat-
ters are well-highlighted; your
skills are more in demand than
you had bargained for. Remem-
ber not to sell yourself short as
others would love to get some-
thing for practically nothing.
Number 7 islucky on Monday.

VIRGO (August 23-September
23): You'll have more than one
choice of direction — if you are
ready for radical changein your
life. If you’ re celebrating coming
of age, unexpected festivitiesare
forecast; let your hair down to
release some tension. Only you
know whether it’swiser to listen
to your head or your heart. A ro-
mantic dilemmarequires resolu-
tion before August ends.

LIBRA (September 24-October
23): Stand up for yourself if you
aretired of playing secondfiddle.
Someone has become so used to
using you as asidekick that they
probably don’t even realize that
they’redoingit. Thisweek, fresh
astrological energy provides a
necessary boost for you to start
making some demands. On Wed-
nesday, pay careful attention to
detail beforefinalizing any agree-

Your future, right

now, right here

Wednesday. Number 5 comes
aliveon Thursday.

ments. Thursday will see you
basking in the sunshine of an
admirer’s attention.

SCORPIO (October 24-Novem-
ber 22): If you have been think-
ing that life is a breeze, you are
about to receive awake-up call.
A seriesof dramatic eventstakes
place thisweek, but these will be
welcome—maostly. However, one
sudden situation could arise re-
quiring that you makeimmediate
travel plans. Should this occur,
make sure that you leave busi-
nessaffairsintrustworthy hands.
Finances, in particular, need care-
ful handling thismonth.

SAGITTARIUS (November 23-
December 21): You aren't known
for rocking the boat, but thisweek
you'll be sorely tempted to do so.
You will not deal well with the
consequences, so stay on a fa-
miliar course. If lifeseemsalittle
tedious at the moment, seek out
new activitiesthat won't land you
in deep water. Thisisthe perfect

time to indulge in a spot of con-
templation to appreciate how
lucky you are.

CAPRICORN (December 22-
January 20): You should refrain
from accepting extraresponsibil-
ity this week. There’s no reason
why you should do all the hard
work while others sit back in the
sun. The best course of action is
to take a break and not worry
about who will keep the home
fires burning while you' re gone.
Tuesday is the best day to find
bargain travel deals. Number 5
offers good luck on Thursday.

AQUARIUS (January 21-Febru-
ary 19): A series of minor set-
backsthisweekend can color the
week gray for you, if youlet them.
Call on your ability to see the
bright side of life to help you to
overcome this potential negativ-
ity. Avoiding friends who only
want to talk about their problems
will also help. Libra, in particular,
would like to bend your ear on

PISCES (February 20-March
20): If you crave commitment,
then you will receive it before
September, but you must be sure
that thisis what your heart truly
desires. If you've been envious
about a friend’s good fortune,
then think again and you will see
that you’ve been dealt an envi-
able set of cards. Your peace of
mindispriceless.

ARIES (March 21-April 20): If
you don’t want to believe that a
new romance could go wrong,
then expect a warning sign this
week. It really istime to remove
thoserose-tinted shades. You will
make smoother progress by set-
ting an independent course for
now. Business affairs need your
focused attention for theremain-
der of August. Pisces springs a
pleasant surprise on Monday.

TAURUS (April 21-May 21):

Concentrate on planning long-
term goals; immediate affairswill
take care of themselves, but care-
ful strategy is called for in order
to achieve your desires. There
appearsto be asmokescreen sur-
rounding apersonal relationship,
but signalsshould becomeclearer
in September. Gemini can be
trusted with a secret, but don’t
spill the beans anywhere around
Scorpio.

GEMINI (May 22-June 21): If
you tire of not being able to trust
othersto do agood job, then you
must realize that constant super-
vision is the only answer. Your
standards are high and few
peoplewill be ableto meet them.
Much as you would love to take
abreak, thisisinadvisablefor the
time being. Revising discarded
plans could lead to a break-
through regarding an apparently
impossible project.

CANCER (June 22-July 23): You
are prone to absentmindedness
thisweek. Appointmentsarelike-
ly to be forgotten, so keep your
diary closeby at all times. Where
money isconcerned, take care not
to get caught short on Tuesday.
On apositive note, your creativ-
ity is running high and all ideas
are worth noting down. Love is
in the air for those who are open
to Cupid's intervention. Wear
earth tones to feel grounded.

EVERYTHING
UNDEeR=ESUN
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The Leading Supplier of Outdoor Furniture

RESOURCE ASIA OUTDOOR COLLECTION CO,, LTD.

Unit M&, The Plaza, 5/50 Moo 3, drscontorn Road, Chemg Talay, Thakang, Phuket, 83110, Thailand.,
Tel: +&&(0)76 271 426 Fox: +45|0)76 271 &27
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Wearing
the
Penang

By Athiga Jundee

he parallels between
Phuket and Penang run
surprisingly deep. Cap-
tain Sir FrancisLight of
the British East India Company
founded one— Penang —in 1786
and in the other he set up home
with his Thai-Portuguese wife.

Penang is often referred to
as “The Pearl of the Orient”
while Phuket has the equally
charming sobriquet of “ The Pearl
of the Andaman”.

Thereisasoasartoria con-
nection between the two islands
in the traditional dress worn by
refined ladies of — generally —
Chinese ancestry.

Called the nya yah in Thai
and the nyonya kebaya in Baba
Malay, the Straits Settlements
costumeisat once simplebut el-
egant.

Nyayah, incidentally, isthe
term used for the daughter of eth-
nically Chinese Thais, while
nyonya is used in Penang and
other Straits Settlements.

The nya yah costume com-
prisesabrightly-patterned cotton
sarong, traditionally called a pa
tae when worn as part of the
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connection

Phuketian dresswith ablouse, the
seua look mai, made from an
intricatel y-embroidered fabric.

Essential for the costume —
and to preserve the modesty of
the wearer — is a bandeau made
usually from afabric that either
mirrorsor complementsthe seua
look mai. Even the buttons of the
blouse, called kosang, are unique
to this costume.

Slippers decorated with se-
guins are the required footwear,
whilediamondsor gold jewelry —
an anklet is essential — almost
complete the ensemble.

The crowning glory to this
understated and still-popular out-
fitisthelady’s hair, traditionally
worn in a classic bun secured
with ahairpin.

The pictures on the left of
this page were taken recently
during ayaya competition staged
by Phuket Rajabhat University
whilethose above and on theright
were taken when local people
welcomed Miss Universe en-
trantswhen they visited Thalang
Rd, Phuket City.

EARASIE | |VIMNG
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E-mail: info/@islandlivingcompany.com www.islandlivingcompany.com
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Patong? It's downright boring

kay, so not everyone

likes Patong. But most

people don't make a

song and dance of it.
Yet some souls make an art form
of disliking Sin on Sea. Take
Kelly at tblogs.bootsnall.com/
kel ly/archives/001705 who man-
agesto be caustic, funny, ridicu-
lous and pitiful in a few para-
graphs. Bill Bryson, eat your
heart out.

“Ugh, ugh, ugh. This place
issoboringthat | actually figured
out that | would rather stay inthe
hotel room than walk around
again.

Usually when | don’t have
areal plan, | just walk around and
look at stuff. If you did that here,
al you would see is restaurant,
ATM, vandor, shop, bar, diveshop,
store, restuarant, resort, shop,
vendor, BLAH BLAH BLAH.
ThereisABSOLUTELY nothing
interesting or cultural to see.

And, itisvery, very hot. So
you basically walk around, swest-
ing through your clothes, saying
NO NO NO to all the touts
‘Hello, taxi? ‘Hello, you want a
suit? ‘Hello, tuk-tuk? ‘Hello,
come eat.’” Hello! Hello! So you
never even have a real interac-
tionwith peoplesinceyou areal-
ways saying NO since you
KNOW they aretrying to sell you
somethng.

b
CERIS
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Want to know what the world thinks of Phuket? The
following are extracts from websites from all over the
globe with one thing in common; the writers have all been
to Phuket and recorded what they think of it.

As usual, Lis Kinswoman is not to be blamed for
the quirks of the language displayed. She just rips the

stuff off the Web verbatim.

But that'sawhole different
story. There is nothing to see! |
went to the beach and held al my
belongings on my shoulder in a
big piece of cloth (you think I am
leaving anything on the beach?
Backpackers know how to NOT
get thingsstolen. | don’t feel like
chancingit.)

“So | am standing in chest
high water, trying to keep my
bundle abovewater and basically
just standing there. | probably did
look pretty dumb.

“1 start walking and GOD,
isit hot. | walk and see the name
of the street | want, which should
lead to the beach, and | start
walking. Walking, walking, walk-
ing. It is starting to not look as
tourist-y. Then | see a sizeable
hill coming up, and the buildings
next to me are turning into
shoddy huts between afew bars
and occasional resort.

“Thereisn't asidewalk, but
only the side of the street and

when | got tothehill, pilesof sand
and hard dirt that | trekked on.
Snow-white me, with my fake
Burberry fisherman’s hat and
clashing plaid purse, sunglassioed,
sweating like a pig and walking
on sandy and crusty dirt past pu-
tridly smelly garbage cans and
holes in the ground and people
sitting around

walk to abusinessand ask alady
where | am, she shows me, and
says, do you want ataxi? It was
100 Baht. | totally did NOT want
to pay that much, but | couldn’t
imagine walking back. | was so
thirsty and sweaty. So | accepted
and the taxi ride took a whole 3
minutes back. Whoopdeedo.”

Something completely differ-
ent: Of all the adjectivesused to
describe Patong on the Internet |
have never come across “beau-
tiful” before, so feast your eyes
on the words of a bona fide
Patong enthusiast.

“| visited Patong Beach dur-
ing the day to take in the sights
and at night to sample the rau-

cous, legendary

wondering what
thehell | andoing.

But | won't
give up and turn
around because
(1) I've come so

OUTSIDE

IN It has been fea-
By LisKinswoman

nightlife.
“Thisis one

of the great party

spotsof theworld.

tured on “Wild on

far, (2) 1 ‘know’
the beach is in this direction. |
walk and walk and walk, and fi-
naly see a sign that says some-
thing in Thai and then, ‘Please
Come See Us Again’ or some-
thing. | say out loud, What?| ook
at the back of thesignand it says,
Welcome to Patong.

“Ok, sol guess| wasonthe
edge of Patong or something? |

E” travel show
along with profilesof Nice, Ibiza,
Rio... | found that Patong Beach
exceeded the TV reports of its
festive atmosphere: It was in-
sane. A showplace of beautiful
people doing outrageous things.
It was warm, the music was
throbbinginthe street with an odd
medley of Euro-trance, ambient,
dance, hip-hop and Asian

rhythms. The streets were pack-
ed. Thefood washot, spicy, fresh
anddelicious.” bikesportmichigan
.com/editorial /0000074

Clean me up, clean me down:
“Alexander Downer [Australia’s
Minister for Foreign Affairs, who
visited the island in January]
might haveflown into Phuket this
week to see the disaster zone
first-hand, but that didn’t stop the
locals trying to put on their best
facefor thevisiting dignitary.

“About half an hour before
Downer was due to visit Patong
beach in Phuket, hordes of mili-
tary hit the areawith broomsand
bulldozers commencing aclean-
up operation that had otherwise
beenignored.

“The Foreign Minister ob-
served the clean-up, which was
captured on film by the news
crews travelling with him. Re-
porterswho stayed on afterwards
were surprised to see the clean-
ing stopped within 15 minutes of
Downer’s departure.

“It was the same story at
City Hall ... wheretablesof food,
fruit and water that had been set
up for thosein need were cleared
away so that the area looked a
bit more spick-and-span for
Downer. — mh.com.au/news/
Sauce/Those-lazy-hazy-crazy-
days-ofsummer/2005/01/07/11
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Po0’s peace of
paradise

The hands-on manner of Poo (below)
and her sisters ensures that Palm
Sauna and Massage retains a friendly,

=)

MAGIC

|
By Sam Wilkinson

Poo’s Palm
Sauna and
Massage

f you were around Chalong

way seven years ago you'd

no doubt havefrequented or

at the very least noticed a
shophouse bar called “Poo’s
Beach”.

The unique selling point of
this popular watering hole was
that the floor was under severa
inches of sand, giving customers
the authentic feel of drinking a
seaside brew but without the sand
flies, sunburn, temporary tattoo
hawkers and bright red men in
tight Speedoscalling their dogsin
Tirol Deutsch.

Poo has since moved a ki-
lometer further south to Soi
Suksan (also known as the
Chalong bypass) off Vichit Road
and opened a saunaand massage
caled—you' veguessedit— Poo’'s
Palm Sauna and Massage.

As in Poo’s Beach, the
triumverate of Poo, Kik and Lee,
sisters all, still run the show.
Cousinsand children abound, giv-
ing the place acomfortable fam-
ily fedl.

More than a sauna, more
than amassage parlor, Poo’'sisa
gathering place for those seek-
ing a bit of peace and quiet on
their own terms.

Some peoplearriveat 10in
themorning and leave at 6 in the
evening and on weekends fami-
lies come to hang out, occasion-
ally nipping in for aquick herbal

family feel.

ey
-
a

:

A one-hour body scrub for 380
baht? Just add beer - or a
plate of curry — for even more

sauna (50 baht) or a 20-minute
facial scrub (100 baht).

The relaxed atmosphere is
evident once you stroll past the
communal massage bedsinto the
wide open spaces of the back
garden.

There, you'll find changing
rooms, a sauna, individual mas-

Tel; (0761 21-183%

ot —
R
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Individual massage bungalows, as with everything else at Poo’s,
allow the visitor to get away fromit all. It is little wonder that
people keep on going back.

enjoyment.

sage “bungalows’, a bar and a
very friendly dog called Bongo.

After the sometimes clunky
corporate angle of hotel spas, this
is sheer heaven.

| mean, can you imagine
ordering anicecold beer or aplate
of curry inatop-notch hotel health
establishment?

YAMYEN SEAFOOD

|Mear Phuket Agquarimm]|
SARINDET ROAL, PHUKET
Tel: |07 St

Thetherapistswould gointo
shock, the poor darlings.

Poo’s is probably the only
sauna and massage location on
the island that features parties.
There was even a wedding cel-
ebrated there—it must have been
ahot and slippy one, with essen-
tial oils and alot of wet sarongs
—and it is the preferred hangout
for many a Kata professional
eager to get away from the pres-
sures of wheeling and dealing in
thetourismindustry.

With that much going for it,
you' d think that the place would
cost awholelot morethan aver-
age, but no — prices are incred-
ibly reasonable with a one-hour
Thai massage for 250 baht, a
body scrub for 380 baht and an
oil massage for only 300 baht.

Poo herself points out that
she purposely keeps her prices
low to keep her regulars, amutu-
ally beneficial strategy that works
beautifully.

Andit getsbetter. Thereare
absolutely no tour buses allowed,;

an arrangement that attracts and
adheres regular customers like
ants to honey.

If you want to have your
hair braided (not much of an op-
tion for guysover 40, admittedly)
Leewill handlethat, andif you're
not a long-distance sauna freak
you can nip in and out of the
herbal steam —aswedid —while
all thetime maintaining aconver-
sationwith your friendsor, if you
don’t have any, with Bongo the
dog.

If you want isolation,
choose one of the bungal ows for
your massage or scrub. Or sim-
ply have abeer, afruit shake and
a chat.

That's the beauty of Poo’s
Palm Sauna & Massage: it's
whatever you want it to be. On
your own terms entirely.

Poo’'s Palm Sauna & Massage.
67/31 Soi Suksan 1, Rawai.
Open daily 10 am - 10 pm.
Tel: 076-384002 Mobile: 07-
8811900
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After
DARK

by Sam Wilkinson

t'sbeen awhile since | was

lastin Patong. Soi Banglahas

not changed that much.

There are till the same old
pushy ladyboysand touchy-feely
girls.

Also till there are gentle-
men of dubious character invit-
ing perplexed puntersto women-
only tabletennistournaments, or
something or other todowithgirls
and ping pong balls. Now that the
street is traffic-free at night, it's
marginally quieter, too.

People say it's a zoo on
Bangla, so it'sfitting that in the
many barsalong the strip tourists
slurp Tiger, Chang and Singha
beers and that the three biggest
crowd pleasers in the neighbor-
hood are the Tiger, Tai Pan and
Crocodilediscos.

We wander into Crocodile
to chat with the manager, Robin
Lee. Robin’s Singaporean and an
ex-military man; anunlikely com-
bination in this libertine neck of
the woods, but it's obvious that
he loves hiswork and that he'sa
bit of aliberal himself.

Crocodileis at theend of a
beer bar stretch that leaves one
congratulating
oneself on actu-
ally making it,
there are that
many sultry
temptresses on
the way in.

“No fire-
arms allowed”
seems to be the
most stringent
rule at the door
where security
is friendly, but
firm. Infact they
wereall smilesasweemptied our
bags and pockets of a variety of
semi-automatics, a Winchester
rifle and a couple of AK-47s (I
left the RPG at home) so that we

i 4 . - i
The croc has musical talent.

Crocodile Rocking

Take a break — you’ve earned it: some of the local lovelies rest their thangs between dances.

could join in the fun, guilt- and
weapon-free. And they didn’t
even ask meif | wasover 20, ei-
ther.

Thefirst thing to say about
Crocodile is that its cavernous
size works for it. There are sta-
lactites hanging from the ceiling
and croc motifs
abound. Up-
stairsisagood
vantage point
to catch the
twice-monthly
live music and
there is plenty
of room to
duck and dive
onthesidelines
if you don’t
want in-your-
face action on
thedancefloor.

Thenext thing to say isthat
it'scheap. At themoment there’'s
a three-beers-for-100-baht pro-
motion if you bring a printout of
the offer found on the Crocodile

Experience Exciting Singaporé

website. There's not a nightspot
within miles that can come near
that deal, so the placeis pumping
whileotherslanguishintheearly
evening.

Local deejays Lek and
Wing keep the party moving along
with a happy blend of hip-hop,
Thai pop and remixed oldies. At
one point wewere shuffling along
to Vanilla Ice’s Ice Ice Baby
(surely you remember...). | won-

der how Queen and Bowie felt
about that obvious — what they
call nowadays—" sample’ ?At the
very least, it must have put them
under pressure.

Apparently, the boys play
the type of music that floats the
girls boats and yes, there were
lotsof lovelieson the dancefloor,
all shaking their thang.

Crocodile doesn’'t have an
anti-katoey policy so among all

those pretty facesthereareafew
late-night surprises and, guess
what? It's up to you to tell the
difference, but be warned, in the
semi-darknessthingscan get risky
for those who like to party with
their beer gogglesfirmly on.

It hasto be said though, that
thevolumeiscardiac-adjusting so
breaking any conversational
ground other than “Wannanuther
beer?’” or maybe* Excuse me but
did you know that your hairison
fire?’ canbealittledifficult. Still,
if you fancy a “quiet” game of
pool you can always head up-
stairs.

Things begin to get going
between 10 pm and 11 pm and
are roaring by one o’clock.
Mostly, Crocodileisfrequented
by the 20-30 age group but in
Patong, as everyone knows,
there are no hard and fast rules
and the Peter Pan syndrome is
aliveand well.

Basing his strategy on the
“people don’'t want to go into an
empty place so let's drop the
prices and pack 'em in” school,
Robin is succeeding in his quest
for dominance over hisfelineand
reptilian Patong rivals.

The offer for the beers can
befound at www.phuketdir.com/
crocodiledisco

Rak Mak /! Awards

This week's lucky numbers:

n{ 1622

qmmi

H#9 2198

MW

Sliver-blue Toyola

Sliver Honda Clvie

Black Ford
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gnﬁﬂ

H#E5 3404

MIILNNS

Blue lsuzu D-max

Black Mazda

Blond Chevrolat

The first three of these vehicles’ owners to contact us can choose from the following
three prizes: a two-night stay for bwio in a deluxe double room (accommodation anly)

3 Day / 2 Night Package at the Absolute Sea Pearl Beach Resort in Patong; or a round-trip ticket to Singapore

from Phuket / Singapore / Phuket
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SILK AIR ¥

on SilkAir; or a buffet lunch for bwo at The Metropole Hotel Phuket,

A
ChMetropole

THB 6,500%

# These fares are available with Tradewinds
» Contact info : Tel : 076-219-926 Fax : 076-219-531
# F-mail : slksales@csloxinfo.com

Please contact the Gazette quickly to ensure you get the prize you want.
First come, first served!
Email: LovePhuket@PhuketGazette Net, or call K. Nok at Tel: 076-236555.

Offers explire August 30, 2005.
Love Phuket? Put this sticker on your vehicle:

“We Love Phuket

S-H'rl'\':i-lll'\dll'\cl'M -

* Fares walid (5l Sep 30, 2005
Valid cnly on 8 753 and 80 757 depastunes
Selinimum 2 anmgﬂn1mu‘t| I!-l:g_rlh-:r
Package price does not inclade relevant taxes and surcharges
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If wi sp0t it, you could win one Samsonite sultcase from Central Festival Phuket, or a two=hour
spa treatment at The Mangosteen Resort & Spa, or a two-night stay for twa in a deluxe double
room (accommodation only) at the Absolule Sea Pearl Beach Resort in Patong.
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Mapmaker’'swife getslost in book

fter reading The
Mapmaker’'s Wife
(Basic Books, New
York, 2004, 352pp), |
felt like the victim of a literary
bait-and-switch scam. | thought
I would be reading an account of
an 18th century Peruvian wo-
man’s epic 3,000-mile trek
through the Amazon
to be reunited with
her French husbandin
French Guianawhom
she hadn’t seenin 20
years. The portrait of
Isabel Godin adorns
the front cover and
the subtitlereads: “ A
True Tale of Love,
Murder, and Survival
inthe Amazon”.

Chapter One is
caled “A Sunday in
1769” and describes | sabel’s de-
parture from her hometown of
Riobamba along with a party of
42: two brothers and a nephew,
various family retainers, and 21
Indian porters.

“She had stepped from her
house that morning looking as
through she were planning an
evening at alively dance,” writes
author Robert Whitaker. “She
wore a light-colored dress that
billowed out from her waist,
dainty cotton shoes, severa sil-
ver bracel ets, and two gold neck-

s
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SHELF

By James Eckardt

laces. Her appearance reflected
who she was: a Riobamban
woman who had lived all of her
adultlifeinthisvillage, rarely trav-
elling far from home and enjoy-
ing the luxuries that came with
being part of the élite class in
colonial Peru. Shewasforty-two
yearsold, alittle plump, and the
first streaksof white
| could be seenin her
coal-black hair. She,
likethe other women
of Riobamba, had
simply dressed up
for the occasion.

“... She was
carried aloftin ase-
dan chair, thelndian
porters having been
givenorderstojostle
her as little as pos-
sible.”

The next time we return to
Isabel and her journey into the
Amazon is 225 pages later. The
taleof thetripitself takesup only
the concluding 64 pages.

What's in between? Well,
an awful lot of filler.

Suddenly we're back 35
years before Isabel’s journey
amid a raging scientific debate
about the nature of gravity be-
tween followers of René Des-
cartes and Isaac Newton. The
proof would be that Newton's
estimation of the earth’s shape,

1 LTTEY Y
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Nantida Pop Jazz Night
@ Hilton Phuket

Saturday, 3 September 2005
Girand Ballroom
Hilten Phuket Arcadia Resort & Spa

Ticksi Prices

Peatinum THE 2000 hduding cockial recephion
A cornphmantany dink aler 1ha sancait

Gold < THE 1,500 including cockdail reception

Syt THE 1,000 mcluding cocklail recaption

10% discount ail prices dor Hilon Fremium Club Coeed holders |

&00 - 830 pm
230 - 1000 prr

Cockinl Ratepion
Corcar

Ticksts avaslable ot

Hilco Praiet Arcacdia Fescrt & Spa.
Cantral Fasinal al BZS Book Slom
Pruiint Gacrette . Phiked Tosen

flattened at the poles and fat-
tened at the equator, is correct.
To find out, an expedition of
French scientistsisdis-

Following colonial custom,
| sabel wascloistered in aconvent
school at the age of six. She

emerged at 13to marry

patched to the Peru-
vian Andesin 1735 to
take measurements at
the equator.

Most of the book
follows the journal
written by one of the
leaders, Charles-Marie
deLaCondamine. The
French team suffers
incredible hardshipsin
the mountainsover the
course of its arduous six-year
expedition, but emerges trium-
phant with the right Newtonian
data.

“LaCondamineand the oth-
ersmay have been deeply flawed
human beings — often vain, frac-
tious, and petty — but they have
proven themselves to be men of
resolve and courage, Enlighten-
ment scientists through and
through,” Whitaker writes.

When the eminent scientists
return home to France to great
acclaim, their assistants are left
in Peru to fend for themselves.
La Condamine's assistant, Jean
Godin, married | sabel Grameson
in 1741 and pursued arather un-
successful business career in
partnership with I sabel’s eminent
family.

Guest Arists
B Tan Pabocnost Kheeskaes
u Mk Hodghers Sscecphon st

For furihar rformation, pleass conisct Khon blkki
ot Emal: Wampatch. Tipaksorni@hilton.com

Baan Rim Pa Restawrant, Patang
The Gresan Man Puls. Chalong
Every hicket holder will be sigbis io win one af the mary fartashc prizes.

A emitaiadie pelelleges colip fur dlas b

W Mpevivl svifeerl G bafTet divenes oo disd Sepatemibaer af TIE G50 mefl e jusrsssd

THE LKA el paer gwrsass ircfoeldony oo fndThe of sine per conple,

Taol. + BB |0} TE3D BATI-21 gal. POET

Cocktail recepion srved 30 minuies befons the: concert:
Dvesss Coce: Smart Casual

“Phuket Cazette
B Sty overendipel 8 TR aop Sfee] Segiennler ol THIEE 2 PR et T frae Nivale/ Tharde ¢ Mo Tndigd
i Spevival deze french udth Saxophooist. Moek Wodpkins on 3t Septennber af

ROBERT WHI 'ﬂ'"ﬂ
. T
MAPMAKERS WIFE

Jean Godin.

Itwasn'tthewis-
est of choices. Godin
comes across as hope-
lessly feckless. When
hefinally decidestore-
turnto France, he picks
the Amazon route fol-
lowed by hismaster La
Condamine.

But he decides
to do it alone to test
the waters and then comeall the
way back and fetch Isabel. He
winds up stranded in French
Guiana for two decades, dab-
bling in businessand imperial in-
trigue. He never seems to have

thought of fetching hiswifevia
the overland route through Co-
lombia.

Finally we're back at the
point of Isabel’s departure. De-
serted by its Indian guides, the
party is marooned on a sandbar.
A few set out for help and when
they return everyone is dead.
I sabel isthe sole survivor.

After wandering thejungle
for nearly two months, sheisres-
cued, barely alive, by two Indian
couples who happen to stop by
on the riverbank.

These final 60 pages are
truly athrilling read, ending with
I sabel reunited with her husband
and boarding a ship for France.

It would make for a great
magazine story. But not awhole
book.

thejudicial process.”

Wordly wise

“Thepolicearelikely to bethe center of criticism on human rights
violations, partly becausethe nature of their work bringsthem close
tothepublic. Yes, there are some bad policemen, but not that many.

“Some of them are good but use bad means to deal with
criminals, for instance making them disappear instead of applying

— Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra, speaking on August 6
at his administration’s first workshop on human rights, as quoted
the following day in The Nation newspaper.

@

Hiltun

Phuket Arcadia Resort & Spa

Hilton Phuket Arcadia
Resort & Spa
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dIDS

the Fun Page

for all
the Family

Spot the Difference

Can you find the seven
differences between the
two cartoons below? And
can you find them faster
than the rest of the family?

g\t
T L

Brain Buster!!

One of thetripletsleft muddy footprints all over
the kitchen floor. Since all three wear the same
size shoes, Mom and Dad can’t tell which triplet
should betold to clean up thefloor. “I didn’t do
it,” saysAnnie. “ Danny did it,” saysFanny. “ Fanny
islying,” says Danny. Only one of thetripletsis
telling the truth — the other two are lying. Who
muddied the floor ?

BIUUY : W

ANSWERS TO LAST WEEK’S MONSTER QUIZ

1. Samuel L. Jackson; 2. The Czech Republic; 3. The Call of the
WId; 4. They have al played TV weather forecasters (To Die
For; Groundhog Day; LA Story; Snow Day); 5. Winning the Nobel
Prize for Literature; 6. Whitehorse; 7. “1 am.”; 8. Diana Ross; 9.
1939; 10. The Berlin Wall; 11. Nynorsk and Bokmal; 12. The
Cowboy Junkies; 13. Types of cheese; 14. General Charles de
Gaulle; 15. The Russian Federation Air Force; 16. Benin; 17.
Australian science fiction; 18. Beyond Good & Evil; 19. Ingmar
Bergman; 20. Pete Best.

Get your brain
[ 4 [ ]
in gear with 56
Q
The Monster Quiz ¢
Kids! Get Mum and Dad to help you find the answer s to these questions.
They'renot easy, but if you do some research you should be able to find
the answersto all of them.

1. Isacampanile atype of whichisthefirst street of length, equates to how
tent, atower or a one lands on? many centimeters?
flower?

8. How muchdoesiscostto 15. HS5N1ismorecommonly

2. ThePrizclassAS-28 buy thetitle deed for this known as what?
has been in the news street?
recently. Why? 16. Community Service ll is

9.  What, according to a recent release by

3. Who was the 23 Edmund Burke, isThe which electro duo?
President of the US, Fourth Estate?
born August 20, 18337 17. Fictional USNSA agent

10. Which South American Sam Fisher isthemain

4.  Which two NASA city isfound at 23° 32' 36" character of which video

programs were launched S, 46° 37' 59" W? game series?

August 20, 1975 and

1977? 11. Who directed the movie 18. Who wrote the pioneer-
The Fifth Element? ing online novel 253

5. France'sThird Republic (Tube Theatre)?
began and ended when?  12. Wherewould onefind

Igloolik Airport? 19. “Emo”, asused to

6.  Inwhich year was the describe amusic genre,
board game Monopoly 13. Symphony No. 9 in E is short for what?
patented? minor by Antonin Dvorak

is better known by what 20. Wheat isthe Havok

7.  Movinganticlockwise subtitle? Devilock?
from“Go” intheBritish
version of Monopaly, 14. Thearshin, anlranian unit Answers next week

Never

a Cross

Word!

Across .

1.  Deadly mosquito-borne 10
disease (6,5).

6. Equipment for asailor or
amountaineer.

7. Plagued with bad luck.

9.  In the spectrum, between

1.

14.
16.
20.
21.

22.

orange and green.

A really handy computer
command.

Not pretty.

Olive Oyl’sboyfriend.
Fastest-growing plant.

It usually has awheel on
each end.

The Low Countries.

Down

Unclean.
Kathmandu isitscapital.
Fencing sword.
Female fox.

Cowboy competition.
A small part of the
machine.

Omelet essential.
86,400 seconds.
Neither’s partner.

Of the city.
Boundary.

Major oil company.
Not odds.

Symbol of peace.

Solution next week

E B BHE

SOLUTION TO LAST
WEEK’S CROSSWORD
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wonder why the Immigration Bureau
of the Royal Thai Police bears that
particular name? It's a bureau to be
sure, and afine one at that — after all,
it has enough forms, rubber stamps, ink
blotters and the other paraphernaliaof bu-
reaucracy to makeits paper-pushing peers
fromthe Interior Ministry greenwith envy.

What makes me wonder is the term
“Immigration”, defined by my dictionary
as“migration into a place, especially mi-
gration to a country of which you are not
anative in order to settle there.”

Onewould think that, with the name
Immigration Bureau, the agency would be
inthebusinessof facilitating immigration,
or at least dealingwithitinasensiblefash-
ion.

Instead, the agency’s regulations
makeit virtually impossiblefor any work-
ing-age, law-abiding for-
eigner (ie, oneunwillingto
pay bribes) to settle here
and be given residency
statusor, God forbid, Thai
nationality. Thisiswhy |
think the agency would
more accurately be called
the “Anti-lmmigration
Bureau”.

| was considering all the regulatory
roadblocks on my last visa run, during
which | was nearly decapitated when our
small Suzuki jeep, traveling at high speed
through the darkness, hit a tree that had
fallen acrosstheroad in the middle of the
night.

Why do | haveto gothrough al this,
| wondered, and just who benefits from
the fact that | do?

North American and European coun-
tries have four seasons in a year, or one
every three months. Isn’t it strange that,
thanks to Immigration, foreigners from
those countrieswho “ settle” herecan just

< A
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KEEP ON
RUNNING

as easily measure the passage of time in
three-month increments?

Time in Thailand for a foreigner is
measured not by the falling of leaves, a
blanket of snow, or by thearrival of spring
flowers — but rather by an endless series
of expensive, dangerous and time-consum-

ing trips to the border.
Eﬂ]_’l According to a re-
1 port in TheNation, Prime

Minister Thaksin Shina-
watrahassaid heisplan-
ning to overhaul Immi-
gration in order to stem
the human trafficking that
goes on at border points,
which headmitsisfacili-
tated by unscrupulous officials.

Thereisasotalk that Immigration’s
duties at border checkpoints will soon be
giventothe Foreign AffairsMinistry, tak-
ing the police out of the equation atogether.

That isan appealing thought, because
with anew agency in control, maybe the
current regulationswill get areview —and
perhaps even change.

But don’t hold your breath; the
country’sentry and exit points are among
the sweetest of honey pots and police re-
portedly pay big bribesfor the right to be
posted to them. They won't be given up
without afight.

EwmTIE ulnon
)| Taking a fake drug is a dead end | i

—

Pfizer's witty billboard in Kathu has been
replaced with one that features a flushing
toilet.

Good news: Assault victim Chatchai
“Ghee” Ritchohor, who was head-butted
by a Scotsman after a Patong Darts
League match on July 5 (see Stool Pigeon
article of July 23), is making a slow but
steady recovery.

About three weeks ago he was dis-
charged from Wachira Phuket Hospital,
where doctors pulled him out of a coma
by performing emergency surgery to his

head to reduce swellinginside hiscranium.

To help hisbreathing they also gave
him a tracheostomy tube, which was re-
moved before he returned home. He is
now being cared for by hislong-timegirl-
friend Supin “Sar” Reuang-alam in their
Patong home.

K. Gheeisalso regaining his ability
to speak, though he is undergoing speech
therapy and isstill forgetful. Heisstill too
weak to walk, but has some control over
all of hislimbs— another good sign.

K. Sar thinks he will be able to start
walking well enoughto start going outside
in about a month. After along delay that
likely allowed hisattacker to fleethe coun-
try, the police have issued a warrant for
the Scotsman’sarrest, meaning that if they
do their job and notify Immigration, the
Scotsman will be arrested if hetriesto re-
enter the country.

Performance enhancing drugs: Thehill-
board for Pfizer Corp, makers of Viagra,
featuring the clever legend “ Taking afake
drugisadead end”, has disappeared from
itsstrategiclocation near the Thung Thong
police checkpoint on PhraBarami Rd, just
before the road begins to rise up Mount
Mayhem, aka Patong Hill.

| always liked the way the huge ad
had been erected right next to two enor-
mous mobile-phonerelay towers. Whether
intentional or not, it wasanicephallictouch.

Does the sign’s removal mean that
reportsclaiming Viagramakesyou go blind
have taken their financia toll? Have the
illega drugstaken over?HasCialishorned
itsway into the market, causing Viagrato
get stiffed?

More enigmatic is the new ad now
plastered onto the same billboard — from
American Standard, featuring a flushing
toilet. Isthat some sort of comment on the
current state of tourism?

Booze rules a pretty rum do

taya Mayor Nibblemy

atchamacallit recently

issued a press release

informing local mediaof

amemo sent to his office by In-

terior Minister Be-bop-alula
Shesmybaby.

The memo noted that the
government of Fearless Leader
has decided to introduce further
sweeping reforms designed to
curb underagedrinking, drug tak-
ing and motorbikeracing.

Theaimisto funnel theen-
ergiesof Thai youth toward more
wholesomeand morally uplifting
activities such as macramé and
animal husbandry.

Because of itsreputation as
aden of iniquity, and because of
the desire of Fearless Leader and
his croniesto annoy low-quality
tourists—also known asthelocal
expat population — Pattaya has
been chosen as the first center
for social engineering.

As a first step the strict
regulation of the hoursbusinesses
areableto sdll acohal to the pub-
licwilol beintroduced. Therules
for the sdlling of alcoholic sub-
stances over the counter in su-
permarkets, corner stores, 7-
Elevens and Family Marts are:

* No alcohol may be biught
by anyone, other than extremely
influential persons, between the
hours of midday and 2 pm and
from 5 pmuntil 7 pm.

Outside of those hours, al-
cohol may be bought only by per-
sons who fit the following pro-
files.

* Malesmorethan 175 cen-
timeters in height and weighing
between 65 and 84 kilograms and
females less than
160cmin height and
weighingfrom42to
58.5kg are permit-
ted to buy a maxi-
mum of three bot-
tles of beer and two
bottles of whisky
(but not Black La-
bel) between 8 am
and 11:55 am.
Weight machines
must beinstalled in
all placesselling al-
coholic substances.
Approved machines
are currently pro-
duced by the Getoffmeyou-
fatbastard Co, a subsidiary of
Fearless Leader Corp.

* Males over 160cm in
height but less than 175cm and
weighing between 50 and 64kg
and femalesover 160cmin height
but less than 175cm and weigh-
ing between 59 and 88kg may buy
two bottles of imported beer and
abottle of gin between 8 am and
11:55am.

* At any time between 2:01
pm and 4:59 pm, a maximum of
six bottles of beer, two bottles of

vodkaand acan of paint stripper
may be bought by people suffer-
ing male-pattern baldnessor able
to show they have recently had
either a hair transplant or own
more than six pairs of Bermuda
shorts. Thisincludesfemales.

* From 7:01
pmuntil 9 pmno al-
cohol may be bought
by persons dressed
inmini-skirtsshorter
than 6cm above the
knee (or 8cm if the
person ismale or of
indeterminate gen-

FROM T H/E der) or by people
SIREETS

This includes fe-

PATTAY

By Duncan Stearn g9:01 pm and mid-

with beards, mus-
taches or ponytails.

males.
e Between

night purchases of
alcohol are restricted to ampu-
tees (although they must not have
lost morethan onelimb) who can
prove ownership of alate-model
pickup truck registered either in
Nong Khai or Lopburi and who
have not been resident in Pattaya
for morethan six monthsand can
show they have been married at
least three times. Anybody sus-
pected of deliberately losing a
limbin order to obtain these ben-
efitsisliableto prosecution.
* No Catholics, Hispanics,
gypsies or shoe-shine boys are

permitted to buy more than one
small bottle of Singhaat any one
time and then only if they are
wearing the appropriate badgeis-
sued by the Department of Alien
Registration.

Any of theabovefound out-
side of their registered place of
residence and not wearing their
badgewill havetheir acohol con-
fiscated and amark will be made
intheir passport.

The government feelsthese
measures will be sufficient to
achieve anumber of
aims. First and fore-

mentsin new plantationswill reap
wonderful profitsfor those canny
investors who saw the financial
benefits of investing with Fear-
less Leader Corp and its subsid-
iary, the Chopitdown Manage-
ment Collective Co (Pty) dl those
years ago.

Third, the bureaucracy
needed to administer these new
regulations will be cumbersome
and opento full-blown corruption.
This will mean the government
will need to employ thousands of

personnel to oversee
the management of

most, by wrapping The aimis to the system and these
this bureaucratic red funnel the people will be so
tapein an even more : grateful for their jobs
K afkaesque pack- energies of they will vote for the
agethan norma itwill Thali youth Thais Love Toxins
annoy amost every party for the rest of
foreigner living in towards more their lives.

Pattaya and may wholesome Of course, the
well  encourage and morally rules are applicable
many of these lesser uplifting only to the ordinary
formsof lifetoleave o publicandforeigners.
for greener pastures. activities SUC,h People with special
Cambodia is wel- as macrame Thais Love Toxins
come to them (al- ' Party ID cards (dis-
though the pastures ﬁndbamg]al tributed toinfluential
aren’t greener be- usbanary. personsaswell ashig

cause of rapacious
logging — but that’'s
another story).

Second, the amount of pa-
perwork involved in maintaining
thisnew systemwill be enormous
and therefore government invest-

party donors and

relatives of Fearless
Leader) are exempt from the
rules. Besides, few of them ever
wear mini-skirtsshorter than 6cm
above the knee.
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BEHIND

WHEEL

By Jeff Heselwood

n recent years safety hasbe-

come more of a consider-

ation for car manufacturers,

aselling point even. Thisis
partly to do with the determined
efforts of the European New Car
Assessment Program (Euro-
NCAP) which is run indepen-
dently under the auspices of the
Fédération Internationa del’ Au-
tomobile(FIA), thebody that gov-
erns motor racing.

EuroNCAP was the cre-
ation of FIA president Max
Mosley, and itscurrent chairman
is Professor Claes Tingvall, one
of theworld’sleading expertson
accident investigations. The
Swedish professor said late last
year, in animpassioned speech at
the Bernabeu Stadiumin Madrid,
“Thekilling has got to stop!”

Hewasreferring to the fact
that, in Europe, five people aday
dieand 115 are seriously injured
in motor accidents. He went on,
“Car manufacturers have had the
ability to save this pain and suf-
fering for years — but have cho-
sen not to do so.”

Despite these assertions, it
is comforting to know that cars
are becoming safer for their oc-
cupants. It has long been an in-
dustry adage that a small car is
never as safe asalarger one, but
with improvements in materials
and the addition of greater built-
insafety features, small carssuch
as the Ford Focus and the Maz-
da3 are now achieving respect-
able scores in many of the
EuroNCAP tests.

The Audi A6, a mid-sized
executive car, recently achieved
top scoresinitstests, withafive-
star rating — the maximum
awarded —in occupant protection
crash tests. In the US, the Audi
was awarded the highest rating
of “double best pick” by the au-
thoritative I nsurance I nstitute for
Highway Safety (11HS).

Thesideimpact testisapar-
ticularly challenging part of the
IIHStests, with vehicles striking
a moving barrier at a speed of
50kmh. The barrier is shaped to
resemble the front end of a pick-
up or SUV.

Following thetests, frontal-
and side-impact damage, struc-
tural deformation, aswell asthe
kinematics and biomechanical
stresses to which occupants
would have been subjected, are
carefully evaluated.

Thesimilar side-impact test
in Europeisof particular signifi-
cance in Germany, where more
than half of the major injuriesin
road accidents occur where a car
hitsa pole or atree.

TheA6isaparticularly styl-
ishauto that, for somereason, has
never achieved the sales success
it deserves.

There is a wide choice of
engines, both gasolineand diesdl,
but the most popular is the two-

AUDACIOUS

]

reme)

The Audi A6 is stylish, and safe too — yet it has, for some reason, not sold as well as it should have.

liter TDI, an economical and eco-
logically-efficient four-cylinder
diesel. All diesel motors are now
fitted with highly competent par-
ticulate filters, making them
among the cleanest enginesinthe
world.

Although the Audi scored
the maximum five stars in the
EuroNCAPfrontal- and side-im-
pact tests, it wasrated lesshighly
in terms of pedestrian safety, as
is often the case with larger ve-
hicles.

It is unfortunate that cars
that achieve high ratingsin fron-
tal- and side-impact tests rarely
scorewell inthe pedestrian safety
SCores.

This is particularly true of
luxury SUV's, such as the Volvo
XC90 and BMW'’s X5. Both
scored high (five stars each) in
impact tests, yet because of their

height and bulk achieved rela-
tively poor ratings in pedestrian
safety — the BMW getting only
one star, the Volvo two.

In terms of assessing the
ratings, research demonstrates
that cars with a three- or four-
star impact score are up to 30%
safer for their occupants than a
car with only two stars. Regret-
tably, no vehicle to date has
achieved the maximum four stars
in pedestrian safety.

At the same 2004 confer-
ence at the Bernabeu Stadium, a
British authority on road safety,
former Transport Minister David
Jamieson, said, “It is encourag-
ing that we are seeing more cars
achieving three stars for pedes-
trian protection, although the ma-
jority are still only receiving one
star.

“1 would urge manufactur-

ers to implement improvements
in pedestrian protection ahead of
the European Standards which
will soon take effect.”

You can check the ratings
of your own vehicle at www.
euroncap.com/index.php

Jeff Heselwood may be con-
tacted by email at: jhc@
netvigator.com
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Cherngtalay Church

Sunday Service
Thai: 10050 amy 7.00 pm
Eng: 200 pm - .00 pmi
4852 Moo 4, Sai Pasak 8,

Chamgtalay (near Laguna Phuket)

Please call:
O7T6-274 975-6
04-056-TD27

E-mait chemptalaychurchifiyahoo. com
www charngtalaychurch com
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Accounting Software
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vecounting & Tox Services
Thal Tax Courses v Eugiak
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Tax Clink: {Fie

Phuket: 076 2129589
Bemghok 02 SE3TIS]
Patiaya: U BIELTR

Kok Samiinl PBrasch: 0 7T 8831
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Tailor-made solution

Karon Municipality is correct to take action against tailor shops that
continueto employ aggressive touts, many of whom are knownto be
illegal aliensfrom Indiaand Nepal (see news section).

The Gazette regularly receivesletters of complaint from exas-
perated tourists about the high-pressure tactics and unfair practices
used by such touts in Kata-Karon; the problem is even worse in
Patong, where there are far more touts than in the 144 shops regis-
tered in Karon.

Whilethereisno law that specifically makesitillegal to solicit
businessin public places, officials wanting to put an end to thisvery
real threat to tourism have anumber of optionsat their disposal. The
most obvious method, and the one that Karon Municipality has cor-
rectly chosen to employ, isto enforce existing labor and immigration
laws.

While there are hundreds — if not thousands — of people in-
volved in tailoring businesses on the island, one hardly ever meets
them on the organized to-the-border “visaruns’ that most |aw-abid-
ing foreign residents haveto undertakein order to remainin the country
legdly.

This would seem to indicate that many of these touts are not
only flouting immigration laws, but doing so in the most blatant way
possible. Simple passport inspections would probably be enough to
clear the streets of illegal touts overnight, but reports of such checks
arefew — perhapsindicating that powerful influencesareinvolvedin
their protection.

Evenif thesetoutsarein the country legally, they must be work-
ingillegally if they areinvolved in either garment making or “ hawk-
ing”, both listed among the occupations restricted to Thais under the
Alien Occupation Act of 1973.

The fact that Tambon Karon aone has 144 tailor shopsiswor-
rying, even if many of the shops are only sales outlets and the actual
tailoring work isdone by athird party. One has to wonder how, with
so much competition, any of them can make a profit.

M ost touts are not bad people— considering how many of them
there are, few seem to be implicated in serious crimes. It is aso
unfair to portray the entiretailoring industry in anegative way based
on the sales tactics employed by some shops.

However, the threat posed to tourism by aggressive touts is
real and needs to be dealt with.

Karon Municipality isgiving itstailor shops plenty of advance
warning and a more-than-generous chance to reform.

Let us hope that other local administrations on the island, par-
ticularly Patong, chooseto follow their lead.
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Hey you, you!
You wanna

AMRANI TAILORS :

T-shirt?

Let}ers

The Gazetteis pleased to receive mail from read-
ers. Please write to us at 367/2 Yaowarat Rd,
Amphur Muang, Phuket 83000, fax to 076-213971
or send an email to editor @ phuketgazette.net with

Effectiveregulation
on theroadsisvital

My wife and | recently decided
to stay amonth in Phuket City —
we have been to Phuket many
times before — to look for some
business opportunities.

But we were surprised to
noticethat conditionson theroads
have worsened. Frankly, thedis-
order left usincredulousand dis-
gusted.

Firstly, there are undisci-
plined motorcyclistswho rideon
thewrong side of theroad, trans-
porting up to four passengers
(most of them students or chil-
dren) with only the driver wear-
ing ahelmet.

Then there are motorcy-
clists who stop their vehicles
three meters past the stop line at
lights and under the impassive
sight of the policeman on duty at
the intersection, creating delays.

Motorcyclistswho, at inter-
sections, ride on the right side of
cars, create problems, making
right turns extremely dangerous,
not to mention those that run red
lights.

But more than the disorder,
it's the arrogance of the riders
that shows a simple ignorance.

And what about the three-
wheelers? Apart thefact that this
kind of vehicleisillegal, haveyou
ever noticed the problems they
create and how they threaten the
safety of other vehicles?

Why do the police let them
circulate or better yet, why not
regulate when and wherethey are
allowed on the roads?

Car drivers are no saints
either; they don't respect traffic
signsand often pull out into traf-
fic, ignoring approaching cars.
Then there are those who drive
parallel to the queue for the red

are supplied.

light, having nointention of turn-
ing, therefore blocking the turn-
ing vehicles way.

Can the traffic authorities
explain why people in Phuket
have to drive their kids right up
to the school gates, causing de-
lays for everyone else? Why
don’t their children use busesto
travel to school?

Judging from the traffic in
Phuket, perhaps Thailand is not
yet ready to be a modern coun-

e Olaf

By email
Small businesses
need help now

Our group of eight has just re-
turned from three wonderful
weeks in Bangkok and Phuket.
We were impressed with the de-
velopment going onin both aress,
but more so in Phuket where pri-
vate enterprise ventures are go-
ing ahead in leaps and bounds.

Unfortunately, the same
cannot be said for what | assume
are“government” responsibilities,
such as the restoration of the
beach landscape.

Also, | was saddened to
learn that many small business
operators, such as food vendors
on the beaches, were not able to
claim money through the various
tsunami funds set up to assist
peopleto re-establish their lives,
asthese operationswere not con-
sidered to be small businesses.

If the beach vendorsare not
small business operators, then |
am at alossto know whoiis.

Thisinterpretation hasbeen
applied by a set of bureaucrats
who have no understanding of the
fantastic service that these small
business operators provided for
beachgoers.

A drink or a snack on the

your views for publication in our next issue.
We reserve the right to edit all letters. Pseudonyms
are acceptable only if your full name and address

beach is one of Phuket’s unique
features. Do not kill it off.

To the bureaucrats who
control the release of tsunami
relief funds, | smply ask that you
get out of your offices and look
at what is happening in the real
world, on the beaches.

John Dedman
Perth

Man, not dogs, has
ruined wildlife

Clearly the writer of the letter
“Top Dog given pounding” [Ga-
zette, issue of August 6] knows
nothing about animals.

Dogs have been bred by
man and are not hunters. They
rely totally on usand on scaveng-
ing through rubbishwhichinturn
does reduce the number of ro-
dents.

Cats, on the other hand, are
natural hunters and may have had
an effect onwildlifehereaselse-
where.

However by far the great-
est impact [on wildlife] has been
the greed of man, whether that
of tin miners, rubber-plantation
owners, shrimp farmers, poach-
ers or property developers, none
of whom gave or givesathought
to anything other than profit.

The conference held re-
cently in Singapore was about
training and sharing information.
The fact that some local people
(who, incidentally, areworking to
rid the island of straysin a hu-
mane way) were also honored is
something islanders should be
proud of, not snipe at.

It will be interesting to see
what wildlife doestakethe place
of the stray dogs and cats when
they are eventually removed.

If, as | suspect it will be, it

L etters conveying views and suggestions are published here. Those seeking comment from government
officials and/or business ownersare published in Issues & Answers on the facing page.
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Let}ers

isalarge increasein the number
of snakes and rodents in Phuket,
| wonder if the writer will then
be screaming to bring back the
cats and dogs?

Margaret Simmons
Phuket

Dogged by biting
satire

Charles McBride [Gazette, issue
of August 6] is right to make a
link between the lack of wildlife
on Phuket and the number of
stray dogs here.

Indeed, as | drive around
Phuket, it is dogs that | see cut-
ting down yet another swathe of
jungle. It ishoundsthat roam the
island laying piece after piece of
concrete.

I noticed how they stripped
Nai Harn Lake of its shrubbery
and reconstructed the lake so it
now gives home to wildlife that
can nestle safely in the dying
grass.

| have also heard that stray
dogs are responsible for gibbon
poaching and hence the depl etion
of the gibbon population.

| thought it had something
to do with the 250,000-plus
peopleliving in Phuket, but | see
now that | was wrong.

Damn those dogs for the
island’swildlife eradication.

S Heaney
Phuket

Plea from Penang
for information

As a researcher from Penang, |
am intrigued by the many con-
nections between Penang and
Phuket.

Phuket folks have told me
a wealth of stories about old
Phuket Town and the Baba com-
munity.

lan Morson’'s book, pub-
lished by the Siam Society, details
the connection between Phuket,
Penang and Adelaide through
Francis Light and Martinha
Rozdlls.

However, | have not made
any headway in finding out what
happened to the Phuket Eurasians
after the bulk of them moved to
Penang.

The Catholics of Phuket
relocated to Penang in two
phases. The first group moved
with [Captain] FrancisLight and
MartinhaRozdllsinthe 1780s, and
established the Church of the As-
sumption.

After the Burmese invaded
Phuket in 1809, the Catholic
church of Phuket moved en
masse to Penang and established
what is now the Church of the
Immacul ate Conception.

| notice an old Assumption
Church in Phuket near the Old
Town and | would like to hear
from anyonewho might know the
history of this church and the
cemetery.

Can any of your readers
help?

Khoo SalmaNasution
Penang

Redevel opment confusion reigns

fter the tsunami, we

heard that we would

get some 600 million

baht to redevelop
Patong, building up our hopesthat
theareawould enjoy anew, [uxu-
rious image — that the polluted
Patong would be cleaned up. We
thought our bad luck would be
followed by good.

Withthe TAT soriginal bud-
get of 600 million baht for the
landscape redevel opment project,
a lot could have been done to
make Patong beautiful.

In the end, the budget was
cut to 194.7 million baht. We till
see this as a good opportunity —
it is better than nothing. That
amount of money isstill enough
to beautify the beach, the public
areas and the surrounding roads.

We do not want any more
buildings. We need to develop
what Patong already has, and
organizeit better.

First, we need more sys-
tematic ways of using the beach
area: for example, the same color
of umbrellas and the registration
of entrepreneurs in the beach
area, such as the masseuses,
manicurists and so on. And we
need bus stops and a public park
for peopleto bring childrento play
or relaxin.

| have heard from a mem-
ber of Parliament that the TAT
has plans for public toilets, tow-
ers, and a security office. We
don’'t need all that.

We need to develop a pan-
oramic landscape, pleasing to the
eye. Under the present budget,
the TAT could doit well and make
Patong beautiful. However, if
they focus on constructing new
buildings, not even 200 million or
300 million baht will be enough.

Second, ontheroadsideand
sidewalks now, we have unli-
censed kiosks and touts. We need
those areas cleared and re-
vamped so peoplecanwalk along
them free of obstructions and
harassment.

More car parking spaces
would be good — they would be
convenient for tourists.

FIRST

PERSON

hile Patong Municipality has its own, albeit

small, budget for the redevelopment of
Patong after the tsunami, officials say that, in order
to avoid duplication of effort, there is no point in
beginning any work before the Tourism Authority
of Thailand (TAT) gets started on its own major
refurbishment of the shoreline.

Now, nearly eight months after the tsunami,
no construction has been started. Krisada
Tansakul, President of the Patong Hotel Society
and Head of the Patong Beach Community, ex-
plains how the Patong community feels about this
situation — and what they want done about it.

Thirdly, weneedtoimprove
garbage collection and water sys-
tems and we still need to have
the power cables moved under-
ground. Whatever agency might
handle that, it would be good for
Patong.

Neither the municipal gov-
ernment nor the TAT
hasheld formal infor-
mation sessionswith
local residents. We
havetried andtriedto
voice our opinions
andtell themwhat the

We have tried
and tried to voice
our opinions and
tell them what the

ment. Even the tsunami warning
system is thanks to donations
from abroad.

If the TAT starts construc-
tionin March, itwill betoolateto
help usthishigh season. The TAT
should start with our fundamen-
tal needs: cleanlinessand reorga
nization of thebeach
area, which might
take a couple of
monthsinitself.

If they focus
on building, starting
in September, thiswill

Patong community Patong be bad for Patong's
needs, but it has ; image. In any case,
made no difference. Commun.lty how canthey buildin
They do not inform  Needs, butit has  areas where there
us. If they do not made no will be activities for
keep us updated, we difference. visitors[such astsu-

will have to chase
themto find out how
their development plans are pro-
gressing.
We may haveto continueto
turn to the mediafor help.
Sometimes other villages
complain that Patong seemsto be
doing comparatively well after the
tsunami, but | would liketo point
out that the source of our so-
called successis not the govern-

nami commemora-
tion events|?

With their present limited
budget the TAT may not be able
to accomplish all they originally
set out to do, and now they need
todecidetheir priorities; it will not
benefit Patong if they start work
during the high season.

I am still not clear about
what the Municipality plansto do.
When we request that they work

on it, they always say they need
to wait for the TAT to finalize
their budget. Meanwhile, they do
nothing for the Patong landscape.

The wreckage of trees and
broken playground equipment
needs to be cleaned up —and not
with the TAT budget. We are ask-
ing for thelocal administrationto
help organizethisfirst. If they did,
it could be cleared in aweek, re-
gardless of the TAT's budget.

It would be quite simpleto
brighten up the town. For ex-
ample, when a tree on the side-
walk dies, theMunicipality should
replace it. Even this would help
in redevel oping the town’s land-
scape.

Patong will still beatourist
attraction, but if we had been able
to get something done in terms
of landscape development, then
tourists would have been more
impressed. Even if we don’t
know how thefinal planwill turn
out, | believe the TAT will do a
more professional job by listen-
ing to the locals and considering
how to benefit us most, while at
the same time making Patong
beautiful and convenient for tour-
ists.

| ssues&
ANSWERS

Want to know how to get something
done? Can’t understand some of the
dafter things that seem to go on in
Phuket? Want to pitch an idea to
Phuket’s authorities or institutions? Then
this is the forum for you.

Submit your queries or suggestions to us
and we’ll ask the appropriate people to
respond to them.

Write to: The Phuket Gazette, 367/2 Yaowarat
Rd, Muang, Phuket 83000. Fax 076-213971,
or submit your issue at www.phuketgazette.net

|s Patong Tower safe?

| have been hearing rumors that
Patong Tower is structurally un-
safe and that the authorities are
conducting an independent study.

One redl estate agent even
told me that the top floors may
have to be demolished.

Another mentioned that the
tower was constructed without a
building permit.

| aminterested in buying an
apartment in this building, but |
worry that | may lose my invest-
ment.

Whét is the true situation,
regarding both structural integrity
and thelegality of the building?

Jean
Phuket

Phunsak Naksena, Patong
Municipality Chief of Admin-
istration, replies:

| too have heard these ru-
mors, which are very old.

The Patong Municipality
Public Works Department has
checked and has ascertained that
there is nothing wrong with the
building.

The upper floors are not
crooked, as has been suggested
by some people, but were built to
high technical standards, capable
of resisting just about any disas-
ter.

| can aso confirm that all
the correct permits were issued
for the construction of the tower.
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ON THE MOVE

Phuket native Wanida Hong-
yok, aka “Momma Duck”, has
been appointed Phuket and
Phang Nga Project Administra-
tive Assistance and Financial
Reporting Officer for the Post-
Tsunami Livelihood Recovery in
the Tourism Sector project of the
International Labour Organiza-
tion (ILO). Shewill report tothe
ILO’s sub-regional office in
Bangkok. K. Wanidaworked for
Sea Canoe(Thailand) Co asGov-
ernment Liason Officer for 11
years.

Simon Chadbourne, from
Australia, has been appointed
ExecutiveAssistant Manager of
Crowne Plaza Karon Beach
Phuket. He has 20 years' ex-
periencein hospitality manage-
ment, including implementation
of Crowne Plaza's “Meeting
Success’ programin Australia,
New Zed and, the South Pacific
and Malaysia. In his new post

Canadian Eric Andrew
Smutny is the Marketing
Communi cations M anager
of the Crowne PlazaK aron
Beach. Themultilingua Ca-
nadian has experience in
advertising agencies, pub-
lishing firmsand the hospi-
tality industry, bothin Thai-
land and Europe. Beforehis
appointment in Phuket, he

hewill deputizefor the General
Manager, overseeall operational
activitiesand ensurethe hotel’s
quality standards.

sort in Pattaya.

was the Marketing Com-
munications Manager of
the Royal Cliff Beach Re-

Wonderful world of wireless

ver the past several

years, Internet and

LANSs (local areanet-

works) have been
moving toward wirel ess connec-
tivity. This trend has been hit by
many setbacksand pitfallsbut, for
the most part, wireless technol-
ogy has been accepted by com-
puter users.

Wi-Fi, which stands for
wirelessfidelity, isthegrandchild
of high fidelity
which many of us
older folksremem-
ber as good stereo
sound. This article
will exploretheins
and outs as well as the ups and
downs of wirelesstechnology.

Local area hotspots: Thereare
many types of hotspots and no,
were not talking about Thailand
under an April sun. “Hotspot” is
acommon term used to describe
the signal coverage area of the
wirelesssignal.

There are many types of
hotspots which many of us take
for granted. Take UBC, for ex-
ample; it has a satellite that re-
ceives a signa from the ground
then bouncesit back over an area
that includes Thailand, Singapore,
Malaysia and parts of India— a
very large hotspot
indeed.

Another ex-
ampleisradio sta-
tions that broad-
cast their signals
over mountains
and (with luck)
valleys. Don'tfor-
get your mobile
phone — it acces-
ses cellular hot-
spots al over the
island (or most of
it, anyway).

Last but not
least are the new
Apple IPod Mini
music jukeboxes
that attach to a
small transmitter, which, in turn,
gets picked up by your car radio,
acting likeaprivate radio station.
More on | Podsand personal juke-
boxesin an upcoming article.

Thetechnology that powers
these systems, although produc-
ing sSimilar results, can bevery dif-
ferent.

|T ISSUES

-
By John Seebach

Many clients ask us
if there is a repeater
device that can
boost a signal in
their area. So far,
the answer from the
big boys who run
these systems
seems to be “No,”
but we have not yet
been able to get a
straight answer.

Satellite wireless: Back to the
UBC example. UBC takes a
very strong laser beam contain-
ingthe TV signal and sendsit off
into space where it is deflected
back to the ground in a much
weaker yet broader hotspot sig-
nal that is then re-condensed by
your home dish and sent over a
short cable to your TV.

Thesignal that comesfrom
the sky is relatively weak and
quite proneto inter-
ference from
mountains, build-
ings and moisture,
whichisyour UBC
signal usually cuts
out just before abig rain storm.

Its reach is very wide but
itsstrengthisrather limited. That
isalsowhy you haveaUBC dish
— it collects as much signal asit
can and, through its concave
shape, focuses the signal onto a
single receiver mounted in front
of the dish which then sends the
signal toyour TV.

Cellular wireless: Thistechnol-
ogy combines both satellite and
microwave signals to create
hotspots blanketing several small-
er areas.

International calls comein
from the CAT (Communication
Authority of Thai-
land) satellite, as
do calls from
Bangkok and
ChiangMai.

These sig-
nalsarepicked up
by a ground sta-
tion near the air-
port and are then
sent up the many
tall red antenna
towers you see
everywhere.
These antennae
are connected
through a direct
microwave signal
which requires a
visual route (call-
ed line-of-sight) between each
tower.

From there, each tower aso
hasacellular phonesignal trans-
mitter that blankets the area
around each one thus creating
mobile phonehotspotsall over the
idand.

Unfortunately, thisapproach
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Wi-Fi Net News is a good source of advice on wireless systems.

creates several not-so-hot spots
commonly called “dead spots”
around Phuket.

Many clientsask usif there
isarepeater devicethat can boost
asigna intheir area. So far, the
answer from thebig boyswhorun
these systems seemsto be“No,”
but we have not yet been able to
get a straight answer.

If anyone hasreceived one,
please write to me so we can all
benefit. There is one very cool
solution often used by our clients
in the developing and building
constructionindustries.

It includes a small PABX
(private automated branch ex-
change) that allows you to plug
in one or more standard AIS (or
other mobile phone) chips. You
simply buy the box, plug in the
chips, mount a simple antenna
onto your building and vaila! You

have an instant private mobile
telephone system in your home
or office enabling youto call, fax
and even connect to the Internet.

Internet & LAN hotspots: The
newest wireless solutionsarefor
LANs and Internet access.
These produce both good and not-
so-good results, the reason being
that they broadcast on 2.4 GHz,
which is a pretty low-powered
signa.

There are many helpful re-
sources ontheWeb for Wi=Fi in-
formation; a good one is www.
wifinetnews.com.

Our company installsmany of the
popular systems. However, in
certain environmentsthey can be
rather unreliable.

One place to be careful is
inacrowded office center where

more than five wireless systems
are operating independently. The
signastendtointerferewith each
other, causing slow speed andin-
termittent disconnections.

Onesolutionisto changethe
“channel” on your network to
avoid interference from your
neighbors.

Outdoor wireless is quite
handy but again, trees, buildings
and rain can cause performance
problems. There is a good solu-
tion to the coverage limitations of
Wi-Fi, which includes using a
stronger transmitter (or access
point) operating at 3.2 GHz — a
much stronger signal.

Theonly problemisthat this
signal iscurrently reserved for the
Thai government so it is not to-
tally legal to useit.

The best solution is to use
CAT5 or CAT6 cabling wherever
possible and then place your ac-
cess points carefully in order to
create maximum coverage. A
good rule of thumb is “the more
the merrier” and at 5,500 baht
each you can create yourself a
boiling hot spot if youlike.

Keep in mind that setting up
these systems can require a bit
of experience so ask your sys-
tems provider for input before
deciding on your design ... and,
of course, you can contact me if
you have any questions.

John Seebach has 25 years
consulting experience in Infor-
mation Systems and Business
Process Re-engineering. His
company, Island Technology
offers IT solutions and Broad-
band services throughout S.E.
Asia. For more information con-
tact john@islandtechnology.
com.

VITAL STATISTICS
AIR PASSENGER THROUGHPUT PLUMMETS

July, 2004 July, 2005 % change
Domestic passengers 224,735 180,914 -19.5
International passengers 169,468 70,710 -58.3
Total passengers 394,203 251,624 -36.2
Domestic cargo (tons) 1,017 597 -41.3
International cargo (tons) 977 380 -61.1
Total cargo (tons) 1,994 977 -51.0

Source: Phuket International Airport
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Property boom attractslegal eagles

By Anongnat Sartpisut

PHUKET: Big-name law firms such as
Johnson Stokes & Master (JSM) and
Tilleke & Gibbins are opening officesin
Phuket to capitalize on theisland’sboom-
ing property market.

Gary Biesty, Managing Partner of
JSM (Thailand) Ltd, said the Phuket of-
ficewill focus principally on property-re-
lated matters but will be staffed by law-
yers able to respond to al of the firm's
clients' needs, as and when they arise.

“Our clientsare primarily foreigners
who would like to invest in proper-
ty. However, we advise both locals and
foreigners, not only on property issues but
also on general corporate commercial
matters,” Mr Biesty added.

He explained, “ As Phuket is experi-
encing a huge property boom, we would
liketo betherein order to provide aseam-
less service ... With the property boom,
other businesses will follow in order to
satisfy the needs of the new inhabitants.
Wewould liketo assist localsand foreign-
ersin setting up new companiesfor every
kind of commercial business needed in
Phuket.”

When it comesto property, he noted
that aconfusing variety of legal structures
are employed by developers.

“Thisishistorical rather than inten-

tional. It need not be confusing, but the
reality isthat devel opers have chosen dif-
ferent structures to launch their devel op-
ments. One of the things we plan to do
when we officially launch in Phuket isto
produce asummary of these variationson
the theme so that people have a clear un-
derstanding of what they’reinvesting in.

“A clear messageto potential inves-
torsisthat property law in Thailand is not
simple and commoditized, asin other ju-
risdictions, and they should adjust their
expectationsaccordingly.

Tilleke & Gibbins International Ltd
(T&G), Thailand'soldest internationa law
firm, will openan officeintheLagunaarea
at the end of this month.

T&G's target market includes real
estate devel opers who want to buy or sell
property, David Lyman, Chairman and
Chief Values Officer, told the Gazette.

The firm will also have an eyeon a
number of other tourism-related business
opportunities on Phuket.

One of the earlier international law
firms to move into Phuket, some three
years ago, was McEvily & Collins
(M&C).

Senior Partner Matthew McEvily,
explained that the firm hasbeen providing
legal and business advisory services in
Thailand since 1992. With other branches
in Bangkok and, since August 1, Koh

Samui, M&C, he says, catersto Thai and
international clientsacrosstheentirebusi-
ness spectrum, with a focus on real es-
tate, corporate/commercia law and dis-
puteresolution.

Thearrival of mgjor law firmsdoes
not worry him, he said. Therecent growth
of the Phuket property sector is fueling
the growth of the legal services market.
“Thereissimply morework to go around.
Also, the added expense of sending law-
yersfrom Bangkok to handle Phuket mat-
ters makes using a Bangkok-based firm
unappealing to clients.

“Our Phuket and Samui clients are
primarily high-net-worth individuas, high-
end home buyers and experienced prop-
erty devel opers, but we handle many other
legal issues facing both foreigners and
Thais. We are not too concerned about
the firms that are moving to Phuket now
... our positionin themarket isstrong and
we have avery loyal client base.

Another legal eaglewho believesthe
expansion of property development on
Phuket is the main attraction for the big
names, isFriedrich“Sam” Fauma, Senior
Partner, Director and Adviser of the In-
ternational Law Office (ILO), theidand’s
longest-standing international law com-
pany. |

“Business investments in Phuket,
especially real estate investments, arein-

creasing and therefore the business op-
portunity for law firms, international law
firmsinparticular, is, likewise, increasing.”

InMr Fauma'sview, it isnot too dif-
ficult for a foreigner to open a business
here. It is what happens afterwards that
is dangerous. “I believe it is easy, some-
times even too easy, to open a business
without being aware of the possible pit-
fals,” hesaid.

He welcomes the arrival of big law
firmson Phuket. “Naturally, they will bring
their clients with them as the firms have
an international presence. They will also
acquire clients from the local market and
theincreasein competition will benefit cli-
entsand will improvetheoveral quality of
the services offered,” he said.

A Thai law firm that openeditsdoors
on January 1 thisyear, Phuket Land Law
Co, was also established, asits name sug-
gests, to meet demand from property buy-
ersfor legal services.

“There weren't enough legal ser-
vices available here for property buyers,”
Director and Senior Counsel Suphawan
Tukwun said. “ So | decided tofill the gap.

“Since the Phuket property market
is booming, we get high returns and alot
of clients every day.

“Itisgood to seethewell-knownin-
ternational law firms expanding to Phuket
— it means our economy isgrowing.”

Why good news is sometimes bad news

nancial markets are of-

tendifficult to satisfy. An

excellent example was

the reaction of the US
stockmarket to the July non-form
payroll numbers (new jobs cre-
ated).

The market had been ex-
pecting an increase of 180,000
jobs. Instead 207,000 jobswasthe
official estimate and, in addition,
new jobs for June were also re-
vised upwards. Good newssurely
for the US economy.

To add to thisupbeat devel-
opment, average incomes rose
0.4% in July, the highest rise for
sometime.

Stockmarkets, instead of
reacting positively, moved down-
wards. The glasswasthree-quar-
tersfull but investors were more
concentrated on the fact that it
was still a quarter empty.

Reasons given for this re-
action included the fact that this
will make the US Federal Re-
serve keep on increasing short-
term interest rates for a longer
period to higher levels, and in-
creases in wages will hurt cor-
porate profits.

Amid all this comment it
seemed to be completely forgot-
ten that the market was disap-
pointed that only days before
there was gloom as second-quar-
ter Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) came out at 3.4% instead
of an anticipated 3.6%.

Thereality isthat corporate
profitsare unlikely to be severely
tested by current risesinincomes.
Employees in America have ex-
perienced low income growth for
the past few years, and somerea
sonableincreasewill give aboost

By Richard Watson

to both consumer expenditure
and savings.

Probably the main reason
for poor stockmarket perfor-
mance has more to do with the
fact that this is the summer va
cation season. It seems probable
that, after the holidays, if thegood
economic news continues, that
will bereflected by arising stock-
market.

Corporate profitsare strong
and rising. Increasing interest
rates are unlikely to have much
effect on companies as balance
sheets are, in general, in excel-
lent shape. Many companies
have substantial cashinhand and
have no need to borrow, whilefor
those that must increase their
debt, interest rates are very low.

The redlity is that the fun-
damentalsareinplacefor a“bull”
market. Itiscomforting that there
are so many “bears’ out there,
for history tells us that when too
many people become optimists,
troubleis on the way.

Mailman bites Koizumi: Theis
sue surrounding the attempted

privatization of Japan Post may
seemirrelevant to most investors;
how can a postal service be of
any great importance?

Certainly, wheremail deliv-
ery isconcerned, itisnot sovital:
it isthe other operations of Japan
Post that are critical.

The “post office” savings
bank and its affiliated insurance
company have assets of around
USS$3 trillion (about 125 trillion
baht). The savings bank is the
world’s largest financial institu-
tion by asubstantial margin, and
theinsurancearmisJapan’'slarg-
est insurance company.

Thecurrent Japanese Prime
Minister, Junichiro Koizumi, came
to power in 2001 promising eco-
nomic reform, and at the top of
the list was the privatization of
Japan Post.

The privatization measure
successfully passed through the
lower house of parliament, but
was defeated on August 8 in the
upper house by avote of 125 to
108.

Koizumi had staked hispo-
litical future on a positive out-
come, and immediately after the
defeat he called a genera elec-
tionfor September 11. Hispoliti-
cal defeat was not caused solely
by opposition parties, but also by
members of his own Liberal
Democratic Party (LDP) voting
against him.

There were no noble mo-
tivesfor therebels action. They
had two reasons.

First, the substantial funds
of the Post Office Savings Bank
had been used by politicians to
finance favored projects while
enabling the fact to be hidden

from the public. Thisusually in-
volved construction projects, of-
ten of dubiousvirtue. It isno co-
incidence that the construction
industry is the largest donor to
LDP coffers.

The second reason was
that, in many rural areas, post-
masters have significant politi-
cal influence, and privatization
was not welcomed among this
group.

Japan Post may have the
biggest assets of any entity un-
der state control, but there are
nine otherswith combined loans
exceeding US$500 trillion (about
20,000 trillion baht) which would
have been nextinline.

Thisisamajor setback for
Japan; and it will leave a bitter
taste, especially among foreign
investors. Sadly, Japan was just
starting to look attractive and, for
the first time in 14 years, land
pricesin Tokyo had dowly started
torise.
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It will probably not derail
economic recovery, butitisavery
negative devel opment.

Thereisconsiderabl e spec-
ulation that this could lead to a
major split in the ruling LDP,
which has held power for more
than 50 years with only a 10-
month period in oppositioninthe
early 1990s.

Japanese politicsarealaby-
rinth: it is impossible to be sure
what the political future holds.
What is certain is that Koizumi
was the best Prime Minister Ja-
pan has had in decades; it isjust
apity that so many of hispolitical
associates are of much smaller
caliber.

Richard Watson runs Global
Portfolios Co Ltd, a Phuket-
based personal financial plan-
ning service. He can be reached
at Tel and Fax: 076-381997,
Mobile: 01-081-4611. Email:
imm@Il oxinfo.co.th.

BUPA |,

Health Insurance
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Why golfersshould do morelines

tisof paramount importancein golf to
aim correctly and consistently. One
tried-and-tested method isto visualize
— two parallel lines —

arailway track
from you to the target.

A visual aid, asinthepicture, isto use
two golf clubs. The club on the right repre-
sentstheintended direction of the club face
and ball, and is pointing directly at the tar-
get. The club on the left represents the
golfer’'s“body lines’, that isthefeet, knees,
hips and shoul ders, and pointsdlightly to the
left of the target — assuming you are right-

hander.

Most club golfers tend to aim their

body at thetarget or, even worse, don’t take
am at all. Try aiming the club face first at
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OrBorJor Pre3|dent Anchalee Vanich-Thepabutr demonstrates her

ball skills in kicking off the tournament.

OrBorJor League
getsunder way

PHUKET CITY: Openingplay in
the Provincial Administration Or-
ganization League, or OrBorJor
League, saw a tense battle be-
tween the OrBorJor All-star
team and their rivals from the
Local Administration All-Stars
endinaZ2-2tie.

The opening match was
held at Surakul Stadium on Au-
gust 13, with OrBor Jor president
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DIRECT EXPORT
——

Made to Order

-ﬁ T-Shirt

Eurcpean Quality:
- Pala shirks

- Sweatshirts

- Baseball caps

-
- Embroidery
- Pens, Lighters

Tel: O76-321850
Fax: O76-321851
Email: infodbazt-t-zhirt.com
www.bast-t-shirt.com
Ask far : Mr. FRANT

Anchalee Vanich-Thepabutr on
hand to open the tournament by
taking aceremonial first kick.

Fifteenteamsareenteredin
the competition, which has tro-
phiesand prize money of 50,000,
30,000 and 20,000 baht awaiting
the top three finishers, respec-
tively.

In other matches played on
the opening day, OrBorTor Pa
Khlok thumped OrBorTor Sri
Soonthorn 3-1in an al-Thalang
showdown, while OrBorTor
Thepkrasattri and Tessabaan Pa-
tong played to a scoreless draw.

— Anongnat Sartpisut

an intermediate target and then lining your
body upinaparalléel line.

game.

Next time you practice, check your
alignment by laying down a club on the
ground first, pointing from the ball to your
target. You can then test your body align-
ment by dropping another club down after
you have*“set up”, pointing from theline of
your toes. It should be parallel to the first.

Following aroutineto find good align-
ment is a must if you want to play a top

For more information on lessons at La-
guna Phuket Golf Club, contact British
PGA Professionals Bruce Whitehead or

Andy Combe at Tel: 076-324350, Email

golfteaching@lagunaphuket.com or visit:
www.lagunaphuketgol f.com

Safari edge out Roma
to win Patong Cup

PATONG: Safari from Patong
beat Roma of Surat Thani 7-6in
a penalty shoot-out to win the
Open Divisioninthehigh-stakes
Tessabaan Patong Cup soccer
tournament. Both teamsfeatured
top players from the South Thai-
land League.

Thirty teams competed in
five divisions of the tournament
for prize money totaling nearly
800,000 baht. The first matches

inthetournament were played on
December 5 last year, but after
the tsunami, all matches were
suspended until July 25.
Thefinalswereheld August
9. Teams from Baan Mon, in
Patong, placed first in two divi-
sions, theunder-14sand over-35s,
and players from the same com-
munity took individua honorsfor
most valuable player and top
scorer inseveral divisions.

Up the klong with paddles

PHUKET: Twenty-nine amateur
and professional canoeing teams
from 16 communities around
Phuket celebrated HM Queen
Sirikit’shirthday withasplashand
apaddle on Klong Bang Yai, on
August 12.

Thewinner of the one-kilo-
meter amateur dash from Saphan
Hinto Kor Chan Bridge and back
was the Saen Suk community

team, whose memberstook home
4,000 baht for their efforts. Sapan
Ruam came second, with third
place going to the “40 rooms’
community team.

Inthe professional category
the Panwa Canoe Team took top
honors, with the aptly named
Boat Team runners up and the
Nong Ae Team sculling in third
place.

600 run in mini-mar athon

CHERNG TALAY: More than
600 peopletook part inthe Cherng
Talay Mini Marathon and Fun
Run, comprising 10.5 kilometers
and 3.5 kilometers respectively,
onAugust 14.

Samran Somkhan, recre-
ation officer of Cherng Talay
Municipality, told the Gazettethat
while the main objective was to
celebrate HM Queen Sirikit's

4 Nanai Road,

Fatong,

% Motarial
certifications

Internatinnal
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L |h1l"‘|:1tll ns

kathu, Phuket 83150

Ernail:

siamint@loxinfo.co.th

birthday, the event also aimed to
encourage people to improve
their health through taking more
exercise.

There were 10 categories
for competitors in the 10.5-km
event, and seven categoriesinthe
3.5-kmfunrun.

Surfing and marathon
coming up soon

KATA-KARON: Athletes, fami-
lies and other interested people
areinvited to get into sports this
year, with the upcoming Phuket
Surfing Contest 2005 and the
Phuket International Mountain-
Beach Marathon.

The Phuket Surfing Contest
2005 will take place September
16 through 18 at Kata Beach.

The Phuket International
Mountain-Beach Marathon will
be held on October 23 at Nong
Harn Lake in Karon.

For moreinformation on ei-
ther event, contact Jirasak Tana-
kittitham at Tel: 01-8912663 or
076-333362/3. Fax: 076-333364
or Email: info@katakaron.com

NSW
Crown

By Chris Husted

PHUKET CITY: New South
Wales Rugby Union (NSW) beat
Auckland Rugby Union 14-12in
extratimein aclassic nailbiter of
afina in the 1% International 80-
80 Rugby Tournament at Surakul
Stadium on August 14.

NSW opened the scoring
five minutes into the first half
through full back David Kehoe,
who received the ball after sev-
eral busting runs up the center by
the Aussie forwards. Kehoe beat
three tackles to score, and then
converted hisown try to give his
sidea7-0lead.

Perturbed by the lack of
time they had been spending at-
tacking the Aussie try line, the
Kiwis worked their way to
NSW’s 22, only to see Kehoe
send hisside back into attack with
a 50-meter kick.

The Kiwis responded by
going on the charge and, just be-
fore half-time, spuntheball wide
to the right wing, where three
Kiwis were marked man-for-
man by the Aussie defense.

A jolting run followed by
blistering pace saw Auckland No
8 Reuben Hardie score a try to
theright of thegoal. Fly half Matt
Ryan converted the try to level
the score 7-7.

Auckland went on the at-
tack from the start of the second
half with huge kicks testing the
Aussie backs, and upped the
physical element of the match
with tough chargesand damming
tackles.

More than a few wayward
fists were thrown in the rucks.
NSW'’s loose head prop found
himself on the receiving end of
one, and spent five minutes off
thefield recovering.

More and more players on
both sides were being felled in
back-play, until ref Ben Skeen fi-
nally stamped hisauthority onthe
match and sent Auckland’s Terry
Kimiangatan to thesin binfor 10
minutes for a heavy tackle on an
Aussiewithout the ball.

Throughout the rest of the
half both sides tested each other
with quick kick-and-chase and
wing-to-wing tactics, providing
someexce lent rugby for thesmall
crowd.

A latedash nearly put NSW
right winger Caleb Hardiein the
corner for atry, but agreat tackle
by Auckland right flanker Craig
Thomas rammed Hardie into
touch.

The Aussies had the last
scoring opportunity in normal
time, with a penalty kick only
seven meters from goal — but
again missed.

Auckland scored again in
the opening minutes of extratime
after awell-placed kick forced a
line-out 10 meters from NSW's
god . TheKiwi’swon theline-out
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win 80-80 rugby
INn nallbiter final

It's rough on the bottom. Auckland players pick themselves up after the referee stops a maul.

against thethrow, putting the bal |
through for Steve Farell to score
wide of the posts, to theright. He
failed to convert the try for the
extratwo points.

NSW finally replied with a
try in the 12" minute of the 20-
minute extratime, when Andrew
Short charged down a clearance
kick. He quickly scooped up the
ball and dived over the line to
score.

Kehoe, who had an out-
standing match, converted thetry
to take the score to NSW 14,
Auckland 12.

Excitement ran rife for the
closing minutes of the match as
NSW tried to add to their two-
point margin and the Kiwistried

Ao Yon Phuket
(west side of Cape Panwa)

‘|phone 06 954 1915
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Come Sailing Today!|
Hew peformance sailing dinghiu-:;

o 4-day learn-to-sail package.
o Racing, instruction and
scanic fun-sailing around Cape,|
Panwa and Chalong Bay.

o New clubhouse facility has
showers, views, beverages,
zalling books and DVDs.

o Youth sailing program.

Intro “have-a-go” day for
2,000 baht. Resident prices |
from 1800 baht per session)

to top it, and cheers mixed with
cries of anguish resounded from
the crowd as Auckland missed a
penalty from 35 meters out right
onthefinal whistle.

In the 3 place playoff,
Thailand simply outclassed Japan
in all aspects of the game, but it
was their lightening pace that
made light work of their 74-13
victory.

Outstanding playersin the
Thai squad wereeft center Parot
Smarkchan, who converted six
tries for a personal tally of 12
points, and fly half Nantawat
Wongwanichisilp, whose pace
and deceptive stepping earned
him ahat trick in the second half.
He aso converted a try by right

FOR HOME AND HOTEL
FOR ALL YOUR FITNESS NEEDS = -

Brand-new arrival....

Body Charger Cardio Machine

10874 Chalermprakiat Bd.,
T.Rassada, Phuket, 83000,

S

center Phisak Chuekumhot, giv-
ing himatally of 17 points.

Left flanker Kenichi Shinta-
ni scored Japan’s only try, con-
verted by left center Yusuke
Omata, who also scored the re-
maining six pointswith two pen-
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Foreign Robber Gets Off Lightly

From the Phuket Gazette,
August 1995

At 8:30 pm on July 20, police of -
ficers Sawai Chusawat and
Prasert Patee, while on patrol in
Patong, received acomplaint from
a vendor on the

Roux, 27, both from Switzerland
and both intoxicated. Mr Uhler’s
facewas swollen and hiseyewas
bruised. Ms Le Roux lay naked
onthebed. Theroomwasindis
array, the floor covered in sand.
Itsonewindow and the bathroom

sink were shat-

Beach Rd. He in- tered.

formed them that a THE TIME - The police
“long-haired for- I I IaCh I n e officers searched
eigner” had theroominvainfor

snatched 10 belts
and 10 pieces of
batik from hisstall.

The police officers and the
vendor proceeded to the hotel and
were shown into aguest room by
staff member Gopchai Wanparu-
hat. Here they found Mr Knight
Uhler, 33, and Ms Sophie Le

|
Newsfrom thepast

the stolen articles,
but after an exten-
sive search of the
premises, the goods were found
hidden behind the building. The
vendor, content to have his prop-
erty back, chose not to press
chargesagainst theforeigner and
the matter was dropped.

Phuket parentsdo not
want condomsin schools

From the Phuket Gazette,
August 15-31, 2000

PHUKET: Phuket is trying to

bolster its defense against AIDS .

by increasing education and step-
ping up the distribution of con-
doms. But the province faces stiff
resistance from local people.
Accordingto Dr Boonrieng
Chuchaisangrat, Chief of the
Phuket Provincial Public Health
Office, thereason Phuket hasthe
second-highest rate of AIDS in-
fection in southern Thailand is
that both the disease and the use
of condoms are misunderstood.
He said that when people
listen to the news about those
afflicted with AIDS, or hear that
the AIDSpopulationin Phuketis
increasing, they all point their fin-

gers at the doctors and the pros-
titutes. But they don't seem to
realize that, without proper pro-
tection, they or their loved ones
can become victims.

Every other province in
Thailand seems to accept the
condom policy asameansof pro-
tection, but Phuket residentsview
condoms as a sex incentive, Dr
Boonrieng told the Gazette. He
emphasi zed that Phuket needsto
change this point of view.

Several schools outside of
Phuket now teach modern sex
education to help students under-
stand the use of condoms.

But, Dr Boonrieng told the
Gazette, if such modern practices
were to be introduced in the
schools here, the parents would
beginrioting in the streets.

- - |
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Phuket Diary

September 3: Pop-jazz night
with Nantida, Hilton Arcadia
Phuket Resort & Spa.

Nantida, the Thai singer fa-
mous for songs such as Bok noi
dai mai will perform a special
concert in Phuket.

Ticketsare priced at 2,000
baht, 1,500 baht and 1,000 baht.

All ticketsinclude entrance
to acocktail reception.

Concertgoers buying the
2,000-baht ticketswill also re-
ceive an after-concert cock-
tail.

Guestsmay also buy dinner,

1ET)

Enjov splendid Cantonese

accommodation and a Jazz
Brunch for the following day.
Ticket holders have the chance
towin prizesoffered by theHilton
group.

Tickets are available from:
Hilton Phuket, Central Festival
(B2S and 1% floor info counter),
Tesco-Lotus at the I-tree shop
(opposite Home Pro), Baan Rim
Pa, The Green Man Pub and the
Phuket Gazette offices.

Contact Nampetch Tipax-
sornat Email: nampetch.tipaxsorn
@hilton.comor Tel;: 076-396433-
41 for moreinformation.

September 16 — 18: Phuket
Surfing Contest 2005, Kata
Beach.

The Phuket Surfing Contest
2005 — organized jointly by the
Kata-Karon Hotel Business As-
sociation (KHBA), the Tourism
Authority of Thailand and Karon
Municipality —will take placein
the waters off Kata Beach from
September 16 to 18, from 8 am
until 4 pm each day.

Contact the KHBA at Tel:
076-333362/3 or Email: info@
katakaron.com for moreinforma-
tion.

cuisine and panoramic views

of Patong Beach from one of

the island’s tallest buildings.

Open daibw:
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25th Floor, The Royval Paradise Hotel, Patong Beach, Phuket

Tel: 076 3406688 Email: info
whanwn roval paradi

yalparadise.com
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i chef

By Jenna Wise

welcome addition to

the choice of restau-

rants serving Western

cuisine in the Rawai
and Nai Harn areas is Los
Amigos Cantina, overlooking the
still somewhat ravaged looking
Na Harn Lake.

Owners Jimmy Pearson —
of Jimmy’s Lighthouse Chalong
fame — and Terry Reynolds met
20 years ago. They both have
been involved in the marine lei-
sureindustry for along time and
areloversof good Mexican food.

“When we decided to em-
bark on thisjoint venturewewere
lucky to employ Somran ‘Sao’
Kamphakdee,” says Terry. “She
had worked in the Blue Fin res-
taurant in Kata, which served
Mexican food, and she’'d also
cooked at Jimmy’s Lighthouse.
Thedishesserved at LosAmigos
are authentic.”

Originally from New En-
gland in the US, Terry thought
that it would be fun to open his
first restaurant.

“l came to the conclusion
that | didn’t want to be a sailor
all my life,” heexplained.

“My rootsarein Phuket and
| saw the need for adifferent type
of cuisine in the [Rawai-Nai
Harn] area, so that’s how it hap-
pened.”

Mexican-Style Fried Rice
For one person

Ingredients:

1 cup uncooked jasminerice;

1% cups weter;

1 egg, beaten,

Oliveail;

500g chicken breast;

% cup finely chopped onion;

Y cup finely chopped green on-
ion;

2 garlic cloves, minced;

1 (1502) can black beans, drained;

2 tablespoons sweetcorn;

2 tablespoons mixed, finely-
chopped red and green bell
pepper; _ _

1 tablespoon McCormick enchi-
|ada sauce mix;

%4 cup chopped fresh coriander.

Chef Somran ‘Sao’ Kamphakdee with Terry Reynolds I
(above) Right, creamy chicken burritos.

IARRIBA

Method:

Steam the rice. Meanwhile,
spread alittleoliveoil over anon-
stick skillet. Heat thisover ame-
dium heat and add the beaten egg.
Stir thericeinwell and cook gen-
tly for aminuteor so, making sure
it remainsmoist.

Remove the mixture from
the pan and keep it warm. Heat
a tablespoon of olive ail in the
same pan and add the chicken,
regular onionand garlic. Cook for
four to six minutes, or until the
chicken isno longer pink inside.
Add the black beans, corn and
pepper piecesand mix well again.
Cook for afurther minute or two,
gtirring constantly and breaking up
the chicken breasts.

Addthe pre-cooked riceand
mix over the heat for another
minute. Then stir inthe enchilada
sauce mix and continue stirring
for two minutes.

Just before you remove

from the heat, mix in the green
onions. Garnish with fresh cori-
ander.

Los Amigos Special Salsa
For about 2 servings

Ingredients:
2 tomatoes, diced,
1 green bell pepper, seeded and

3 smal | hot chili peppers;

Ya0nion, diced;

2 tablespoons fresh coriander,
choppedfingly;

1 tablespoon limejuice;

1 pinch of sugar;

Salt and black pepper to taste.

Method:
Mix all the ingredients well, ex-
cept for the sugar, salt and pep-
per, which you should add just
before serving.
This tasty salsa dip can be
eaten with avariety of dishes.

IFEFINO

Legendary Quality

R

Exceptional Value

Modus Riserva Ducale

Chianti Classica MNobile di Montepulciano

Brunello di Montalcino

Now Available
in
Thailand

Orvieto Classico

Pinot Grigio Chardonnay

RUPEFINCG

Creamy Chicken Burritos
For 2 Iarge burritos

Ingredients:

1 large chicken breast, steamed
and shredded;

210-inchflour tortillas;

2 tablespoons vegetable oil;

1 small onion, chopped finely;

Y2red bell pepper, chopped finely;

1 teaspoon minced garlic;

1 (1502) can black beans, drained;

1 teaspoon minced jal apeno pep-
pers,

759 grated Cheddar cheese;

25g Mozzarella cheese;

1 teaspoon salt;

2 tablespoons chopped fresh co-
riander;

4 tablespoons cooked rice;

4 tablespoons sour cream.

Method:
Wrapthetortillasinfoil and place
in an oven pre-heated to 350°F

(175°C). Heat them for 15 min-
utes. Put the vegetable oil in a
skillet over amedium heat. When
it is hot, add the onion, bell pep-
per pieces, jalapeno peppers and
garlic.

Cook for about two min-
utes, stirring occasionally. Then
add the beans, chicken, rice and
salt.

Heat for a further two
minutes and stir in the corian-
der, grated Cheddar and moz-
zarella cheese just before you
turn off the heat.

Spoon thismixturedown the
center of the tortillas with sour
cream on top. Roll up and serve
with salsa.

Los Amigos Cantina, 15/34
Wiset Rd, Moo 1, Nai Harn,
Rawai (at the top end of Nai
Harn Lake). Open seven days
a week from 10:30 am until 10
pm. Tel: 09-4729128.

Importer and wholesaler of premium wine and spirits

N/
envision

phuke

| t d.

Cc Q.

Tel. 076-279-790
www.envision-phuket.com
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MISSION POSSIBLE:
Custom homesfor golfers

issonHeights' large

houses and pools,

located on 50 rai not

far from Mission
Hills Golf Resort and Spa, cater
to golfers and retirees.

SopisManokum, Managing
Director of Mission Heights, ex-
plains, “Thisisanice, clean, quiet
area. You don’'t have much traf-
fic, theroads arereally good and
it isconvenient — near shopping
centers and Phuket International
Airport.”

The developer, Mission
Heights Co, Ltd, has more than
17 years of experience in hous-
ing development in Pattaya,
mainly luxury homes.

Similarly, while the houses
in this project are expected to be
fairly Europeanin style, customer
inputisvita inthedesign process
for both interior and exterior.

“We recommend that people
buy their plot first. Our custom-
erscantell uswhat they want and
then we design something suit-

ablefor their particular lifestyle.  house. Two-story homes are an- The show home ([
“ Perhaps they need an out- ticipated for the smaller pieces of (pictured) of the [
door-living design with abarbe-  land. Mission Heights |
cue area and swimming pool. “This is probably the best project in Pa Khlok, |
Some people prefer the style of  value available on Phuket,” K. is set to inspire
acondominium,” K. Sopissays.  Sopis adds. “Most developers golfers and retirees
Comprising 50 unitsinall, would ask more than double our with ideas of designs
Mission Heightswaslaunchedin  prices [for equivalent properties they might want to |
March 2004. Initial construction —and facilities]. use for their houses. |-
started on communal areas, such “We are proud to offer big

as garbage collection pointsand  bedrooms and big swimming
gardens. Water is supplied by a pools on a prime site. Five units
private well and underground have aready been sold, despite
tanks. Electricity cablesareaso therecent dip inthe market since

subterranean. the tsunami.”

The houses range from 300 ] ]
to 600 square meters of living For more information, contact
space. Mission Heights at Tel: 01-344-

Pricesrangefrom 8.95mil- 4473, 04-8460231 or 01-829-
lionbahtupto20millionbaht,and 8101, or Email: brian@
the lowest-priced package of missionheights.com or visit the
300sgmwitha90sgmswimming \\ebsite: www.missionheights.
pool, features a four-bedroom com

m of the ek

his elegant two-story,

three-bedroom, four-

bathroom residence is

located in the exclusive
Laguna Homes Estate, with ex-
pansive golf course views. Its
cool white walls, traditional
terracotta “temple” tiles, Ba-
linese-style roof and verdant
tropical gardensgiveit astriking
street frontage.

No expense has been
spared in the design, construc-
tion and materials used in this
750-square-meter home. Floors
are avariety of timber, granite,
travertine marble and ceramic
finishes, and timber is used ex-
tensively throughout with built-
in furniture, doorsand windows,
staircase and bathroom fittings,
including a Jacuzzi with timber
paneling.

Theliving and dining aresas,
with stepped ceilings, are spa-
ciousand light and look out over
the swimming pool and gardens.

A state-of-the-art Western
kitchen features a large central
counter and ample overhead and
lower cabinets, whilebuilt-in ap-
pliances include an imported
black glass cook top, stainless
steel microwave and electric
ovens, range hood and aside-by-
side fridge-freezer. The kitchen
décor of smart black and white
ceramics is complemented by
glossy black granite counter tops
and custom-made white cabi-
nets.

A maid’'s room and guest
bathroom are a so located on the
ground level.

The upper floor features
exquisite bedrooms with timber
floors, northern Thai furnitureand
built-in wardrobes. The master
suite is enormous, and has a
sumptuous bathroom and walk-
inwardrobe. A timber-railed bal-
cony, the perfect setting to enjoy
that early morning tea or coffee,
opens off the upper floor bed-
rooms.

Stairs lead to a very large
rooftop terrace complete with a
delightful Sala, with sweeping
views over the gardens and golf
course — ideal for a fresco en-
tertaining.

The home sits on a roomy
1,100-sg-m (2.75-ngan) block
with lush gardens, abig swimming
pool and salaoverlooking thegar-
dens, and a charming lotus pool
with the green fairways beyond.

alrs
La)an

SHGARDENS
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Allamanda Condominiums

LAGUNA LUXUR

me 4. Sm:ﬁiﬂﬂ'

5% guaranteed rental return

One-and two-bedroom suites

Freehold title available to foreigners
Complimentary regular golf club membership

Sales Chifice o Conal Wilgpe

Tel: G 0] i 324 u= Ol (0 T 324 (%
Email: propeyilagunaphulet, com La.Eun'a.

woww Jagumag opemy.com

Above: the impressive frontage of the home, with its Balinese-style roof. Below left: high-quality timber
is used throughout the house. Below right: the luxurious swimming pool.

ppical Decor Co., Ltd.
g mear Tesco Lotus
Sd6d 01-4241354

The Beautiful Solutignido Ha
Makimg your hofme § ko Ehe nature
o dusk, mo sandin I*"l shimg sgae

W me

| Barbau |

Thisfinehomeisair-condi- Laguna Homes Estate also has residencewould delight the most

tioned, and has a carport, UBC  24-hour security service. discerning homeowner. Theland _ +166 76396579
TV, two telephone lines, mains Fully furnished and deco- title is Chanote and the price is Pr 10 ”ty VI | I d g e mail@priorityvillage
water with filtration system, wa-  rated with hand-crafted highqual- 45 million baht. www.priorityvillage.com

ter-heating system, septic tank, ity timber, rattan and uphol stered
and three-phase electricity. The furnitureand fittings, thiselegant

For more information contact Richard Lusted, Sam Real Estate,
at Tel: 076-288908, email info@siamreal estate.com or visit the
website at www.siamreal estate.com

Sc:ﬁ‘yﬁ"zlac:n

e !m;;-reezi _mn;‘.?mpﬂrmﬂy Fiome ‘tr.r;&-r S

= e e - =

Luxury Vlll‘ls For S‘ilEa’REHt
' Tak +&6 (DYTEET 1355 Faw: 58 [DIF6ET 1755
Emait: infoi@sai-taan-phukercom
Wik wearwosa b taane phuket.oom

20/43 Mae-Luan Rd, Tambon Talad Nuea, Amphur Muang,
Phuket, 83000, Thailand. Tek: 076 235171-2 Fax 076 234206
Phuket Na'¥ure Home www.phuketnaturehome.com Email: info@phuketnaturehome com
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ART WITH
A HEART

r that final personal touch in
your home, few things beat eye-
catching art. Paintings can off-
set the color and décor of aroom,

and act as a centerpiece or a conversa
tion piece.

Unless you are the kind of person
whoinsiststhat nothing lessthan Picasso
will do, art does not have to be brought
at great expense from halfway around
theworld. It can be seen and bought right
here in Phuket.

A good source is the current ex-
hibition by the Andaman Group to ben-
efit artists affected by the tsunami, at
the Laimai Art Center, in Baan Laimai
Resort in Patong.

Theexhibition, featuring some 300
picturesby 100 artists, will run until Au-
gust 31.

Somkiat Kaewnok, Chairman of
the Andaman Group, saysthat the exhi-
bition features works of modern art,
mixed media, watercolors, acrylics, and
lineart.

Pictures cost from 2,000 to 100,000
baht. For that not only will buyers get
striking art for their homes, they will also
have the satisfaction of knowing that
they are hel ping tsunami victims.

by Sangkhae Leel anapaporn
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LUXURY WATERFRONT HOMES
MARINA BERTHS
RETAIL
OFFICE

\:\ __ [[Roval

PHUKET

SN MARINA

076 239755
www.royalphuketmarina.com
paradise@royalphuketmarina.com




August 20 - 26, 2005

PHUKET PROPERTY

PHUKET GAZETTE 31

wth B oomn Leo

hat's in a name?

How much does it

redly tell you about

somebody? | have
atheory about this—wait until a
little later on in life, and decide
on aname for yourself. At about
40.

“Gilbey” or “Gordon” cer-
tainly worksfor me, for example.
Perhaps “Vladivar” might be
pushing it a bit. It's a shame |
couldn’t become“Heineken”, but
that would just besilly.

Judging by thefirst two syl-
lables of itsbotanical name, there
is one often-seen plant in Thai-
land that would probably befond
of a drop of the amber nectar
every now and then — the lager-
stroemia indica. Fanciful, per-
haps, but | like the idea anyway.

Bizarrely, though, the com-
mon name of this plant is crape
myrtle. Specifically, “crape”
myrtle not “ crepe” myrtle.

It's apparently called this
because the flowers have crin-
kly petalswhichlook abit likethe
material crepe. According to my
dictionary, crepeis“alight fine
fabric with a crinkled surface”,
but for some unknown reason
you’'re supposed to spell it
“crape” when it's in front of
myrtle. Confused? Me too.
Sounds like alot of crape.

At any rate, it's a common
enough name, and since there’'s
no central authority that manages
common names for plants you
can spell (or call it) whatever you
want. Refer to the plant as
“Derek” if you wish — it really
doesn’'t matter. The Thais call it
yii-kheng.

Thedeciduous crape myrtle
is among the longest-blooming
trees in the world, (and | don’t
mean bloomin’ long), with flow-
ering periods lasting from 60 to
120 days. Crapescomein heights
as short as around 50 centime-
ters or as tall as 12 meters.
Leaves are alternate and smooth,
and are around 6 to 8cm long.
Flowers are borne in big showy
clustersand comein whiteand a
number of different shades of
pink, purple, lavender and red.

The fruits that follow are
brown or black, and look alittle
like peas next to the flowers.

MR. CURTAIN

Curtains
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108T-73 € | 1 FRid
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Crape myrtle: the bery Latin
name is sadly misleading.

When they mature, they dry up
and split, releasing disk-shaped
seeds. Depending on the variety,
crapes can grow as large shrubs,
or as trees that may be either
upright or spreading. Larger va-
rietiesare particularly enthusias-
ticin their speed of growth.
Many types have interest-
ing bark that peels off in thin
flakes, exposing acinnamon-col-
ored or gray inner bark. Crapes
tend to produce a number of
suckers(growthsoriginating from
the rootstock of a grafted plant,
rather than the desired part of the
plant) that should be removed as
they appear, if you want them to
stay astreeswith distinct trunks.
Thecrapemyrtlelikesmoist
soil, where it will grow quickly,
but it toleratesdry conditionsonce
it's established. You would only
want to pruneit toremoveoverly
dense branches and crossing
limbs. Otherwise, just let it grow.
One hint isthat you should
“deadhead” after the first flush
of growth to encourage it to re-
bloom more quickly. Deadhead-
ing isthe process of pinching off
used or spent bloomsto keep the

plants well-groomed and to pre-
vent them from setting seed.

Crape myrtles are a mag-
net for aphids, upon whose ex-
crement (it's not often | use that
word) a sooty mold grows. This
can give the leaves a gray, sooty
coating that isn't harmful to the
plant, but doesn't look particularly
suai.

Crapes are actually used
around some commercial nurser-
ies to attract aphids away from
other plants — that’s how much
theaphidslovethem. If you don’t
want your crapes, er, craped on,
then you can control the aphids
with a soapy water solution.

Originally from this part of
the world, the crape myrtle was
introduced into England and the
USinthe 18" century, and isnow
cultivated worldwide. In fact,
Texanstook to the plant so much
that they chose it as their state
shrub. A true Asian export.

To plant it, choose a sunny
site with well-drained soil, mak-
ing surethereisenough room for
the shrub to reach its mature
spread.

Digaholetwiceaswide as
the container or root ball. Set the
plant at the same depth or slightly
higher than it wasin the pot. Fill
in the hole around the plant with
soil, and mound the soil toform a
5-cm-high ridge around the pe-
rimeter of the hole to act as a
catch-basin for the water. Water
it generoudly, filling the basin and
allowing water to settle several
times. Easy!

Deep down, I'm probably a
bit jealous of the lagerstroemia
indica. It'sthe only thing | know
that isn't beer that has a type of
beer in its name. Apart from a
dodgy clothesdesigner.

Bloomin® Leo perhaps?1’ll
have aword with the editor.

A QUALITY LIFESTYLE INVESTMENT
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Rolly Tasker Salls (Thailland) Co.,Itd
2612 M.6, Chaofa Rd, Chalong, Muang, Phukel
Tel: O7T6-2B034T Fax- 076-2803448

E-mai: rolly@phukel. ksc.coth
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The AKE Group

» Engineering Consulting

# Engineering Design

# Praoject Management

= Construction Management
= Analysis B Structural Design

The AAE Group was founded i 1980 by a
group afl Architects and Enginesrs fully
committed to employing the highest-quality
design and corstruction management, We
have worked on more than 100 projects and
hawe more than 100 full -time staff, Our
SEPErhEMiE MEANs we ane experts in a widae
variety ol project designs.

AAE Group = :
Lo O G e IRt
{ONE:STOP service for your project!.

L
» Errvironmental Engireering

» Transpartation Enginesring B Design
# Value Engineer

& Turnkay Project Constructsan

« Shop Drawing Preparation

AAE B CONSULTING ENGINEER CO. LTD.:
%32, Moo 9, Chaafa East Rd,, Chatong, Muang, Phuket, 83100,
Tel: OG-ZB3310, 09-195734 Fax: 0F6-283311 Emal: sahapoomd@yahod.com

Head office:

444 Dlympda Thai building 4th floos, Ratc -

Rd., Samesenak,

hadapisek Rd.,
Huay Kwarg, Bargiak, 10130, Tel: 02-9387941-3, Fax: 02-9389209

Email: confactFanecompary.co.th wWww, Bascompany.co.th
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Properties
For Sale
I
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01-344 4473

LAND FOR SALE

on the bypass road. 27-rai,
180m wide. Please call for
more information. Tel: 07-
2670488.

GOLF COURSE LIVING
Fully-serviced, 1-railots in an
exclusive, gated community.
Please contact for informa-
tion. Tel: 09-9725226. Email:
bgbphuket@yahoo.com

CHEAP LAND

near Laguna. 10-40rai of lake-
view land. 1.1 million baht per
rai. Will sell the lot at 1 million
baht per rai. Please contact
for more information. Tel: O6-
9520772. Email: kamala@
phuket.ksc.co.th

LAND FOR SALE

Land in the Thalang area; ask-
ing 1.5 million per rai. Land in
Nai Yang, on the hill; asking 2.9
million baht per rai. Please
contact Khun Pat. Tel: O6-
6269899.

PATONG CONDOS

Condos with a sea view, 28
and 56sqm for sale. Priced
from 650,000 baht. Near
bank and post office. Please
contact for more information.
Tel: 09-4740227. Email:
chotip 5@hotmail.com

PHANG NGA LAND

A 3.2-rai seaview plot on Haad
Tub Tawan Rd, north end of
Bang Sak Beach; 120m to the
beach road & power. 68m of
driveway, front 75m; 18km
south of Takuapa. 75km to
Phuket International Airport.
Tel: 01-8947644.

RAWAI CONDOS

with sea view. 27, 54 and
81sgm. Priced from 350,000
baht. Financing for 3 years
available. Foreign freehold.
Tel: 09-4740227. Email:
chotip 5@hotmail.com

BANG TAO BEACH
124sgm & 240sgm fumished
apartments, 1 minute from
the beach. Asking 6.5 million
baht and up. Please contact for
more info. Tel: 06-2806624.
or see our website at: www.
bangtaobeachgardens.com

HOUSE FOR SALE
New house in Baan Manee-
kram (between Chalong and
Phuket City) with 440sgm of
land, 250sgm + + of living
area. 3 bedrooms, 3 bath-
rooms, phone, UBC, Chanote
title. Price: 4.9 million baht
(negotiable). Tel: 09-867-
0040, 07-8946438. Email:
simoncree@hotmail.com

NEW RAWAI VILLA
2-bedroom, 144sgm house
with 2 bathrooms, kitchen and
living room, on 400sgm of
land. 400 meters from the
beach. Asking 2.8 million
baht. Please contact for more
info. Tel: 09-4740227. Email:
chotip_5@hotmail.com

LAND FOR SALE

A 2-rai plot in Mission Hills.
Please call for more details.
Tel: 01-8946686.

Whalmver pour property necds, hogst o

revveal them fo the

who Gan spey

mnywhars. Knight Frank, the warkd's nof-

The local office with a global nEtWﬂl@

076 318 151

warm. knighitrankphiukol.com

Knight
Frank

MISSION HEIGHTS
Plots for sale in luxury develop-
ment with underground elec-
tricity and 24-hour security.
Asking only 2.8 million baht
per rai and 1.6 million baht for
a half-rai plot. Please call for
more information. Tel: 01-
2712825.

KATA LAND PLOTS
900 meters to beach. 1 million
baht. Please contact for more
details. Tel: 01-0918908.
Email: katabeachestate@
hotmail.com

COMMERCIAL UNITS
Commercial units in Patong. 3
floors, 4 x 13.5 meters, lo-
cated on the beach road, fac-
ing Patong Beach. Parking
space for each unit. 25 million
baht (freehold). Please con-
tact for more details. Tel: 076-
282595, 01-5389869. Email:
bee@theglobalestate.com

SEAVIEW LAND
Location: Patong. Please con-
tact for details. Tel: 01-891-
8082. Email: seagullphuket@
hotmail.com

SEAVIEW LAND
Excellent Seaview land for
sale. Small and big plots from
3to 20rai, located in Rawai,
Chalong, Ao Por, Cape
Panwa and Kata. Please Call
K.Joe. Tel: 01-6936437.
Email: joe_mooky@yahoo.
com

RAWAI LAND

1,030sgm plot, with fabulous
hill and jungle view, for sale.
Asking 1.7 million baht.
Please contact for more de-
tails. Tel: 076-248626, 01-
0808557. Email: admin@
phuketdeafeagle.com

BUNGALOW

New 3-bedroom, 2-bathroom
bungalow for sale. Has hot &
cold showver, 2 air-conditoning
units, a lounge, dining room,
kitchen, UBC, carport and
land for a house or pool. Fan-
tastic location, 5 minutes to
Phuket City, b minutes to
Chalong, 5 minutes to Cape
Panwa, 2 minutes to the sea.
Asking 3.4 million baht. For
sale by owner. Please contact
K. Paul for more information.
Tel: 06-2833227.

| Looking for your dream house? Look no further! |

Pre-sales service: Call or email your requirements to us.
Sales service: Introduction to the most suitable developments.
After-sales service: Introduction to lawyers, golf clubs,

furniture shops and tasty restaurants.

Call Gary at Tel: 04-0568420 or email: garysholmesl @ hotmail.com

PRIVATE BEACH
KOH YAO YAI

For sale at the special price
of 1.1 million baht per rai.
Please contact for more de-
tails. Tel: 09-4724925, 01-
5375844,

BRAND NEW
SHOPHOUSE

For sale: 4-story shophouse
in Goldenville, Kathu, with a
lot of extras. Suitable for any
business. Ready to move in.
Selling price by owner: 3.8
million baht. Chanote title.
Please contactK. Orasa. Tel:
02-3721107, 05-1130389.
Fax: 02-372-1107. Email:
orasahomkhajorn@hotmail.
com

TOWNHOUSE

in Anuphas. On the main road
in the heart of the city and near
Central, a 3-bedroom, 2-bath-
room house with kitchen, fur-
niture and water heater, in
good condition. Tel: 09-469-
1813. Email: annanoi@
hotmail.com

OCEAN VIEW
Chalong. 5 rai with Chanote
title for sale for 3 million baht
per rai. Contact the owner.
Tel: 06-6831964.

DIRECT OWNER

sale. House + bungalow with
Chanote title, Soi Nana Chart,
Nai Harn. Asking 2.9 million
baht. Tel: 04-8448618. Email:
pierotar@hotmail.com

T
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Have a dream

find it

Contact:
Office: 076 239900-1 Mobile: 01-5592249
tondiphuket-frontine.com www.phuket-frontine.com

Professional Real Estate Advice

Residential Sales & Rental

Holiday Lettings

Property Management

Research & Valuation

Development & Design Consultancy

www.cbre.co.th CBH E

phuket@cbre.com ce richarp eLLIS

Tel: 076 239 967

House and Land
Sale and Rentals

Over 10 vears' sales
experience in Thalland

We can answer all your
questions

Call us now at

01-8923633
ar

E-mail us at
ark com

or visit our website
www.andrewpark.com

ANDREW PARK

Property Agents 8L Consultants

This 175sqm, 2-bedroom home has
3 bathrooms, a full Western
kitchen, and a huge living room and
dining room. Located on a quiet
street, it backs onto a beautiful
pond and has a shared swimming
pocl. At only 8 million baht, this is
a great home to buy

This 3-bedroom home is well
eipned and bullt for a Western

buver's taste. With & bathrooms, a
full Weste chen, living room
and family , there is private
space for everyone. At only 4.8
million baht, you will not find a
better built hame, Call mow]
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O0- & 1-RAI PLOTS

A limited number of plots for
sale from only 1.95 million baht
per rai. Fully-serviced plots in
Mission Heights development,
including underground electric-
ity, located 10 minutes via
highway to airport, 20 minutes
from Central and Tesco.
Please call for more info. Tel:
01-2712825.

DEVELOPMENT LAND
Beautiful 6-rai plot of land
overlooking exclusive Mis-
sion Hills golf course available
for only 11 million baht. An
excellent investment and de-
velopment opportunity.
Chanote title. Please call for
more information. Tel: 01-
2712825.

4+ 2 BEDROOM

house in Kamala. An excellent
6-bedroom house for sale near
Phuket FantaSea entertain-
ment center in Kamala, 1.5
km from the beach. The house
is located in a quiet and safe
area, near a lake. There are 4
spacious bedrooms on the 1
floor and 2 medium-sized bed-
rooms on the ground floor, all
with en-suite bathroom, air
conditioner and ceiling fan. Eu-
ropean & Thai kitchen, fully
equipped. Mature garden with
outdoor Jacuzzi, own water
supply, hot water supplied by
solar heating system. The
house comes fully furnished.
For more details please con-
tact Franz Brun in Kamala.
Asking price: only 18 million
baht, negotiable. Please call for
more information. Tel: 076-
279075, 01-4761415. Email:
forun@Ioxinfo.co.th

NAI HARN LAND
3,000sgm for sale at 6.5 mil-
lion baht. It has electricity,
water and a wall around the
land. Can be sold with a com-
pany title. No agent. Please
call for information. Tel: 09-
5944017.

FLAT 12-RAI PLOT

Start a new project in Nai
Harn; asking 2.8 million baht
per rai. Please call Phuket
Land Deals. Tel: 06-2670898.

CHALONG LAND

full sea view. A beautiful plot
of land with spectacular sea
views over Chalong Bay. Hill-
side land containing 2 plots
with a total of about
2,920sgm (1-rai, 3 ngan, 30
square wah). Itis located at
Soi Suksan 2, whichis close to
Chalong Circle. Land title: Nor
Sor 3 Gor (2 pieces). Price: 16
million baht for the 2 plots.
Please contact for info. Tel:
02-9490949, 01-8229605.
Fax: 02-9490600. Email:
thaiscan@asianet.co.th For
details, see our website at:
www.wysiwygthailand. com/
Phuket Land for Sale/home.
html

KATA TOWNHOUSE
For sale by owner: 2-story
townhouse with views over
Kata Beach to the sea. Lo-
cated in a safe area close to a
market and shops; has 3 bed-
rooms, 2 bathrooms and a
very big western-style kitchen,
all with airconditioning; nice
terrace. With Chanote, asking
5 million baht. Tel: 01-788-
8280. Email: mauram7@
hotmail.com

HOUSE FOR SALE
Phuket Pride house located on
hillside, fully furnished, with air
conditioner. Please call for
more information. Tel: 09-
4736886.

2-STORY HOUSE
Selling 140sgm townhouse for
1.2 million baht. Price in-
cludes owning company and
financing for 3 years. 400m
from the beach. Tel: 09-
4740227. Email: chotip 5@
hotmail.com

HOUSE FOR SALE

with 2 bedrooms, kitchen,
lounge, dining room, 2 toilets,
a garden, a swimming pool,
Jacuzzi and a parking space in
a very good area of Kamala.
Asking 6 million baht. Possible
financing for the right person.
Please contact for more info.
Tel: 06-9525071. Email:
paul@ukthai.fsnet.co.uk

Properties
For Rent

BUNGALOW
FOR RENT

Fully-furnished bungalow
with three bedrooms, air
conditioning and a phone line,
in a prime location, in the
Chalong area. Asking
22,000 baht a month.
Please call for details. Tel:
01-6064279.

HOUSE FOR RENT
Kathu. 3-bedroom, furnished
house for 20,000 baht per
month. Please contact for
more information. Tel: 076-
202585, 09-1968449.

LONG-TERM LEASE

Newv, fully-fumished house in
Palai Green, with 2 air-con-
ditioned bedrooms, hot
shovwver, kitchen, living room,
garage and beautiful garden.
Located in a quiet area near
Chalong Bay. Please call for
more information. Tel: 01-
8924311.

PATONG STUDIO
apartment for rent, 350m to
the beach. Asking 6,000 baht
per month. Please contact for
more information. Tel: 09-474-
0227. Email: chotip 5@
hotmail.com

LAND FOR LONG-
termrent. 119 sq wah plot for
long-term rent, located at
Kwang Rd, just 4km to Phuket
City and 6km to Chalong Bay.
Asking just 2,500 baht per
month. Please call for further
information. Tel: 05-883-
3470.

BEACHFRONT

condo. Kalim, Patong, fully
fumished to high standard, with
2 bedrooms, fitted kitchen,
pool, and many facilities.
Please call for more details.
Tel: 01-8920038.

Agents for Classified Advertising

PHUKET

K.L. Mart
Patak Rd, Chalong

Sin & Lee

Taurus Travel

NAVA Language School
Phang Nga Rd, Phuket Town

Thalang Rd, Phuket Town

Aroonsom Plaza Rat-U-Thit 200 Pi Rd, Patong

Tel: 076-280400/3

Tel: 076-232398/9

Tel: 076-258369

Tel: 076 344521-2

KAMALA
RENT/SALE

3bedrooms, 3.5 bathrooms,
pool, walled garden, aircon.
Rent 35,000 baht per
month, or sell for 5.8 million
baht. Tel: 076-385940, 01-
0904213.

PATONG

apartment. Modern, clean,
furnished and comfortable,
with a TV, fridge, air condi-
tioner, big beds, a parking
space and a pool. Please con-
tact. Tel: 01-0825707. For
more information see our
website at: www.phuket-
accommodation.info

3-BEDROOM HOUSE
near beach, at Khao Khat, be-
tween Chalong & Cape
Panwa. Panoramic view.
15,000 baht per month. Email
or call for details. Tel: 09-
7299747,01-6764849. Fax:
076-256407. Email: info@
etwood.com

NEW SINGLE HOUSE
for rent. 3 bedrooms, 2 bath-
rooms, in Land & Houses Park
Phuket, in Chalong. Quiet area
with clubhouse, 24-hour secu-
rity. 16,000 baht per month.
Tel: 01-5697068. Email:
suksavat@hotmail.com

NEW HOUSE

in town for quick rent. Fur-
nished, 4 bedrooms, 4 bath-
rooms, aircon, cable TV.
Please call for more details.
Tel: 01-5358555, 01-370-
0660.

RAWAI APARTMENT
A 1-bedroom, fully furnished
apartment with cooking area
and swimming pool available
for rent for 9,500 baht per
month. Please call Tel: 01-
6067410.

STUDIO APARTMENT
Quiet, private and clean apart-
ment for rent on Nanai Rd in
Patong. Nicely furnished, it
includes a living room, kitchen-
ette, separate bedroom with
bathroom, telephone, aircon,
UBC and Wi-Fi is available.
Western owned. Asking from
8,500 baht per month. Tel:
01-0833071.

NICE HOUSE

in Nai Yang. Furnished, 2 air-
conditioned bedrooms, 1 bath-
room with hot water, UBC,
phone line. 9,500 baht per
month. Please contact for
more info. Tel: 09-6506221.
Email: ek _phuket@hotmail.
com

KATA HILL HOUSE

for rent. A three-bedroom,
furnished house with phone
line, ADSL and UBC is avail-
able to rent for 23,000 baht
per month. Please call be-
tween 7 pmand 10 pm. Tel:
076-216036, 01-6062827.
Email: nij017@hotmail.com

HAUS VILLA 3
Well-furnished 2-bedroom villa
for rent, with 2 air condition-
ers, living room, built-in
kitchen, 2 bathrooms, car
park and a little garden. Tel:
01-8950483. Tel/Fax: 076-
284158.

SUVIMOIL

Apartments. New, furnished
rooms with air conditioner, key
card, refrigerator and maid
service, for 4,000 baht per
month. Also, a shophouse
available for a very low price.
Tel: 01-6072489.

HOUSE FOR RENT
Kathu. Three-bedroom, fur-
nished house for 20,000 baht
per month. Tel: 076-202585,
09-1968449.

CHEAP RENT

Single furnished house with 5-
rai of natural land, 10 minutes
to the airport.Please call for
more information.Tel: 07-
0403780.

NEW HOUSE

for rent in Land & Houses
Park Phuket. The unfur-
nished house has 3 bed-
rooms and 2 bathrooms.
Available from September
10, 2005. Tel: 01-788-
4655.

Property
Wanted

WILL PAY CASH
FOR CONDO
Looking for 1 room, max:
950,000 bahtin Patong. | pay

in euros also. Contact K. Wil-
liam. Tel: 06-1262571.

LONG-TERM RENTAL
in city. Quiet villa or town-
house (furnished or unfur-
nished) wanted by the end of
August for long-term rentin
Phuket City, near Bangkok
Phuket Hospital or Wachira
Hospital area. Please email
with full details. Email:
shimachk@hotmail.com

HOUSE IN KARON

| am a Swedish man looking
for a 2-bedroom house in
Karon. Best if it is located
near Luang Por Chuan Rd.
Needed for 6 months be-
tween November 1 and April
25. Rent around 7,000 baht
per month, exclusive of wa-
ter and electricity. Please
Email or send SMS to my cell
phone.Tel: 46-46130218.
Email: picassocat@hotmail.
com

Classified Advertisements

Please use this form to write your classified advertisement.
Then hand it to any of our agents.

[N A A ) O (150 11

Classified ads are charged per line. Each line is 80 baht,
with a minimum of 4 lines (heading included) per ad.

All advertising must be paid for in advance.

Deadline for Property Mart page: Friday 3 pm.
Deadline for all other pages: Saturday 12 noon.
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WANT A HOUSE?

Fully furnished house for rent
in central Phuket, close to
Tesco, Big C & Central. Quiet
area, 2 bedrooms, kitchen, liv-
ing room, hot water shower,
telephone, UBC TV, washing
machine, 3 air conditioners,
kitchen with gas cooker and

KATA BEACH

We are a family from Swe-
den. We want to rent a house/
apartment for one month near
Kata Beach, Kamala Beach,
or Nai Yang beach. Dates:
September 26 to October 25.
Please contact us by email:
toobster@home.se

O0-PRICE FURNITURE
CD-stereo, king size bed,
table, bookshelf, office chair,
computer desk, safe box and
much more — all in excellent
condition. Selling at half-price.
Please contact for further in-
formation. Email: torephuket
@yahoo.com

PRESSURE

cleaning. Driveways, houses,
offices, etc. 6,000-pound-per-
square-inch commercial ma-
chines. For a quote please call.
Tel: 076-281283, 01-125-
1873.

Accommodation

The Sone Doctor

Specialist European stone-care
products and services:

* Restoration

« Sealing/Finishing

» Maintenance

All your maintenance, protection &
cleaning needs for natural and

Available

REOPENING
ON THE BEACH!

Bar and rooms for rent, RE- PRO CARPENTERING

IOPFENED after rinogatlog. fridge. Everything you need. mam:t;;ed aone.' SEEnESD We specialise in woodwork,
youa::: gggr\],i;teustzﬁfl Asking 12,000bahtpermonth.  pATONG APT «Granite Terracotta WASHING MACHINE  home furniture, built-in or
ter- hour. For details. Tel: Plea_se contac_t_forfurt_her infor- Wanted: a nice, quiet 1 bed- :Ss'aﬁr']fgstone grf;ﬁ‘(; e LG wa;hing machine. Semi-au- moveable, bars, counters,
01-0881456 or Email- mation. Email: thebritscot@ apartmentinthe Patong | Prevent: rust, stains, mildew, algae, | toMatic, large model, only 8 work desks... Yes, anything

: hotmail.com area. Internet connection is a scratches months old. 5,000 baht (price  to do with woodwork. We

office@viennasguesthouse.
com Please see our
website at: www.

Remove: builders’ residue, incorrect
sealants, rust, stains, mildew, etc
Daily care & cleaning products also

new: 9,000). Please call for
more details. Tel: 06-941-

also repair and rebuild houses
and boats. Call or Email us.

must, as are basics like air con-
ditioning, hot water, TV, furni-

Accommodation

ini Sl 0776 Pro Carpentering will never
viennasquesthouse.com ture, etc. Minimum rental . : p 9
9 Wanted period of 1 month, possibly ;iz%g%% 076-271217 leave a job half-done. Tel:

076-243089, 04-0511944.
Fax: 076-243089. Email:
boat_phuket@yahoo.com

Property
Services

Email: info@thestonedoctor-asia.com

Household
Iitems

longer, depending on the
terms. | am a non-smoking
dive student, not coming to
Patong to party. Scandinavian
national, speaking fluent En-
glish and German. | have a car

Household

LOOKING FOR

a 2-room apartment, with air
conditioning and a pool, in
Patong from Nov 1 to March

ROOMS TO LET

Lakeview apartments in
Kathu. Fully-furnished, with
air conditioner, fridge, cable

Services

tion by Tel: 076-202585,
09-1968449 or Email:
ketmaneeclayton61@
hotmail.com

email me with full details and
photos. Email: jacek fi@
hotmail.com

Building
Services

LOOKING FOR HOUSE
Looking for a furnished house
to rent for at least the month
of September, with optional
long-term lease if the house is
ok. Must have at least 1 air
conditioner and be in Cha-

KARON CONDO

HOUSEHOLD SALE

All'household items for sale
in excellent condition: TV
cabinet, kitchen cabinet,
fans and a table and chairs.
All prices are negotiable.
Please call for more info.
Tel: 01-7978521.

tubs from the US. Quality
equipment, designed and in-
stalled to meet your needs.
Business and residential.
Please call California Spa
Design for more details. Tel:
076-263269, 09-195-
0610.

TV, hot water, car park. ég;:ilfgf zinrﬂ Ir:aerc:]ei'fllséb@y and prefer a quiet location far SPAS-R-US
183 baht per day. Please hotmail C(.)m 9 away from any bars, but nev- Steam.room/ SaUNa and aC- |
contact for more informa- ' ertheless in Patong. Please cessories and portable hot-

PHUKET MIARBELLA
VILLA MGT

Special offer on garden/
cleaning/maintenance con-
tracts! Sign up, pay in ad-
vance and receive one
month free! Tel: 076-271-

Central Waterfront Suites
are 2-bedroom deluxe
beachfront condos with
views. Available for long- or
short-term rent at reason-
able rate. For further infor-
mation, please contact me

long, Nai Harn, Rawai or
Kathu areas. | am prepared to
pay up to 8,000 baht per
month. Please contact with
full details. Email: dlemal@
gmail.com

544, 07-2701387. Fax:
076-271545. Email:
phuketmarbella@yahoo.
com For further details,
please see our website at:
www.phuketmarbella.com

AIR CONDITIONER
Portable airconditioner for
sale for 10,000 baht. Please
contact for info. Tel: 076-
288933, 01-4154398. Email:
namphonie@procom.in.th

SIAM HOME
& CAR SERVICES

Building renovation,
repairs, maintenance

LOCKUP STORAGE

Well-ventilated storage
units with 24-hour security
available. Tel: 01-0825707.

at Email: rtj1111@yahoo. 2.BEDROOM PLACE o Electrical
com | need a 2-bedroom house/ | *AIr cond/t/on/ng//{ghts N
bungalow/apartment witha | e Woodwork/furniture

ohomsine and rctorably UBC. | +Stone, cement. sandwash Find more Property Classified ads online

Air conditioningis notaneces- |, Stee/ alurninium, tiles at phuketgazette.net! y
sity. Prefer close proximity to .
Boat Lagoon and international « Glass, screen, fiberglass

PATONG LUXURY

Central Patong 1-and 2-bed-
room apartments available.

For information and photos, school. Minimum 3 months. Contact Khun Chuat
Email: suites247@yahoo. | Please contact with more in- . .
com formaton. Tet 04- 1841141, 01-4083800,076:325391 | | Would you like to keep up on what's happening
Email: sian g2@hotmail.com i o
- NEW MOBILE in Phuket - the good, the bad and the bizarre?

HOUSE TO RENT
Looking for a spacious 2-bed-
room house for long-term rent.
Must be fenced, with garden
and phone line. Please contact
for information by email.
Email: info@flamingo-resort.
com

HOTEL PROMOTION

Low season, long-stay, spa
& pool. Many facilities. Price
only 17,500 baht/month.
Beachfront. Please call for
more information. Tel: 076-
345518, 01-8920038.

offices. Upmarket, fully-insu-
lated offices 9m x 3.5m, avail-
able for 248,000 baht. Also
6m x 3m with air conditioning,
priced at 158,000 baht. Tel:
076-281283,01-1251873.
Please see our website at:
www.safewayphuket.com
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L. EFE MARKINE
S rodeerinre

emmwe,

TSy rnatiersnd AT [FARTAL

IR

Thailand's premier yacht sales company

YACHT SALES

Searay Sambancer 275

WHF Radia, Windlass ard Radar Arch.
) i 132,000
SR 7 Bogyan Whalers
110 Spor Tendar
160 Dauntiess
170 Manlaik

Savage Aluminium
512604  Runabout wiTrailar
FIDATE 170 Scorplon 321,000
325652  Ready io jow away!

Exclusiva of T5% VAT,

Royal Phuket Marina Yacht Co,, Lid,

Fan; +66 (D) 76 235 756_Craig. 16 1 970 0583

GE1 Moo 2 Thepkrasatid Road, Koh Kaew, Muang, Phuket,
83200, Thadand, Tal: 66 (0) 78 230 TE2, +64 {0) 76 238 755

craigmiZroyalphusaimarnnacom, yachisi@royalphukedmamna.com

| .D'llll'l'llﬂp Otfice

52 Ft
Crowther Cat

US5500,000

F_:".l'ul'.'u 58 Hp. Luxury catamaran.

2003
DeFever 58

| US5799,000
Stunning interior Based in Hong Kong

s e

selected Brokerage Listings

Power

54 F1 18635 Bayleee 4738 Hing 73310 Hp LISE345 000
A48 F1 18 Grand Banks 49, Tal 285 Hp LISS4E0,000
A5 FL B30 Canver 45 Cal 206 Hp THES S00.000
31 FL BT Fountan 31 Bessery 2223 Hp THE2 350,000

29 F1 2003 Prower Moler Cat Monda 4 stoke.  THES 500,000

A Maring Industry Leader in Thalland since 1950

1942
symbol 60
LISET00, 000
4 cabin layowt generator, aircon basad
Langkawi,

39 Fl Prout
Catamaran

USD189,000
Fully eguippad, 3 & 4 Cab ready to sail,

Sail

B F1 1362 Penisl Kaich Hino 175 Ot imeted
57 FT 1985 Legoon 57, Yanmar 2245 Hp EuncT30L000
47 Ft B2 Sunkise 4T Perking 50 Hp Mus! sed
3 Fr 2000 Athena 3 Yanmar 2018 Hp LESS245 000
2 [Ft 1978 Marieholm 2§ Johreon B Hp THE1 BS0L000

€ Asia P

Please contact Tel: 076-239111 Email; broker @ thaimarine.com

We aee Tue OBE Heenr ror Mmeiwe Insueower v Paawer

ST e ) Fow R FREF-OF -CURSGE INTURBNTE UOTE FOR VOUR SOAT. COMMERTTAL OF PLEAVIIE

39111 Fax: 076-228974 Email: insurance @& lhaimanns oom

Find more classified ads

"Boats & Marine"

at www.phuketgazette.net!

LIFE b

crere] 1o this specilication, 5

am the !

i

flent walk areund day cruiser with Toraward caliin berh,
hiad and showeer, an 1'I'|I_Ji|l|'H‘1| il le=y |1'r|.|iF:rn|-n ith,

| & cooler, a
W IH.'!':. I-Ll:n.:'l!' [RINE ll

Ceir Birabing (Mhailand) L.

141 Phuket Boat Lapoon, Mung, Phisker Thailand 83200
Tel. +66 (0] 76 239986 Fax. +66 (0176 2139987
E-mail: grbasting_th®yaboo,.com

Il as Spacious fore deck with seal and
o with a
ful I |.||1|'|-:_J|'-J:4'r|=-:| GES seat and storage lockers

II1|I.‘.'|!- !'.ll":'l I'.IIIl‘i. IJIJih in

-
=3

i o | el vindeyaehbssaning —
TEAK WOOD
A R o @ el e ki 32 logs of over 60cm in di-
[Er L L ameter and 7m long and

5,400 pieces of plank, autho-
rized and certified. Selling all
for 3.8 million bahtincluding
delivery. Please contact for
more information. Tel: 01-
6936437. Email: joe_mooky
@yahoo.com

TEAK WOOD BOAT

Thai-Chinese boat over 40
years old, 5.5m wide and
17m long. For quick sale, 2
vessels for 900,000 baht.
Please contact Khun Joe for
more information. Tel: O1-
6936437. Email: joe_mooky
@yahoo.com

SAILBOAT SPARES
- 35m/m propeller

-jib
- canvas for boom
- shackles

- charts of the Indian, Atlantic
ocens and the Mediterranean
- Iridium telephone

- Furlex profurl

Please contact for more infor-
mation. Tel: 076-288933, 01-
4154398. Email: namphonie
@procom.in.th

ENGINE WANTED
Marine engine and gearbox
wanted for 12-meter sloop.
40-80hp okay. Tel: 077-447-
023, 01-0802178. Email:
eastpier@samuinet.com

41-FOOT FIBERGLASS
cabin cruiser. 2x330hp
Mercruisers (fully over-
hauled by manufacturer — 20
hours). All seats renewed.
Sundeck, toilet, freshwater
shower. Capacity: 22 + 3,
ample for business or private
use. Equipment for 10-12
divers (20-tank holder). Can
be seen and tested at Koh
Samui. Asking 3.5 million
baht (70,000 euros/
US$84,000), negotiable.
Contact Tel: 07-2836262.
Email: jareden75@yahoo.fr

SPEEDBOAT

for sale. Has fiberglass body,
finished, 6 meters in length.
Asking 140,000 baht, nego-
tiable. Tel: 06-943174. Email:
marco.moncini@email.it

LIVE-ABOARD FOR
SALE IN PHUKET

Live-aboard boat built in
2003. Length: 29.5m.
Beam: 6.5m. Engines:
2x420hp. Speed: 12 knots.
Nav: GPS & depth sounder.
Dinghy: 4.75m + 40hp
Yamaha engine. The upper
deck features 6 double-bed
cabins; the main deck has 10
double-bed cabins, 4 spa-
cious toilets/showers. Com-
pressors: 2 Bauer + cooler
system. 43 dive tanks. Email:
diveboatsale@yahoo.co.uk

DIVE SPEEDBOAT
FOR SALE IN
PHUKET

Speedboat, length 13m —
custom-made for diving — for
sale in Phuket. Builtin 2003.
2x200hp Yamaha engines.
30dive tanks + 1 compres-
sor. Takes 12 divers & 3 dive
guides. Email: diveboatsale@
yahoo.co.uk
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N o o MERCURY
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T
BOAT SALES
BaRRACUDA COMMERCIAL BOAT RANGE
DIVE § SNDREELING BOWT 10.Em
PaRASAIL BICAT 1l Fien
FERRY INTER-IELAND TRAMEFER BOWT 10 5m
CEMTER COMSCLE FISHING BOATS B &n
| T S—

# COMWBERTIAL DIESEL ENGIMES

& 505 BETTER FLUEL BECOMORTY
AGAINST STANDAAD OUTBORRDS

= CRILNSING EPEEDS OF 2T+ KNDTE

BHEDUILDS ONMLY EWERY 3 000 MRS

* COMPLETE BERVICE BACK-LIF PLAM

B FIAMCE AVAILABLE THRCHH
CORRESFONOING BANKS

SPECIAL: Mewly ared & e canbe console 170hp Mer-Cummins Diesal
Erging, complets with Hawman 8600 GPSF shirack Nay system, WHF

Rado, Wacuum Aush Head, Brmin with Thai regstration. Price includes 10

maonins berthing in the Boal Lagoon. "Complele Fackage” 1 850,000

15 www CERGG-manns som

LOAN OF BOAT

needed. | am a dedicated SOS
volunteer working in Baan
Nam Khem/Khao Lak (Phang
Nga Province) for many
months now. | specialize in
finding and recovering tsunami
dead, many of which have yet
to be found. You may have
read the article about me in
the March 5, 2005 Phuket Ga-
zette (page 12). For diving
purposes | urgently need the
loan of a small boat in reason-
able condition. Please help; |
can’t operate without a boat.
What | need is a lightweight
boat, 12-14 feet, possibly
neoprene (rubber with a V-
hull type), or aluminum/fiber-
glass with flat bottom. | also
need a small outboard engine
about 10hp (not longtail).
Please contact for more
information. Tel: 01-477-

(2003)

Twin 715hp Volvo sports
cruiser in as-new condition.
Very well equipped. Must
sell. Offers encouraged.
US$720,000. Please con-
tact for more information.
Malaysian Tel: +6012-
2971364, 06-2674998.
Email: simon.theseira@
simpsonmarine.com For
further details, please see
our website at: www.
simpsonmarine.com

0206. Email: rwbandco@

hotmail.com
WANTED:

HOBIE CAT

14-16ft or similar small
Cat wanted, for less than
100,000 baht. Please con-
tact with full details . Tel:
076-280088, 06-682-
9705. Email: leighw7@

WOODEN BOAT

Superbly-built, 4-year-old
wooden boat with excellent
stainless railings. Licensed for
150 pax — ideal for day trips or
convert to live-aboard. 2 en-
gines, 2 gen sets. First to see

hotmail.com will buy. A bargain at 6 million
baht. Please contact. Tel:

076-281526, 09-9720423.

JETBOAT Fax: 076-281527. Email:

(Supertoy) SeaRayder, Thai dougi@divejohnsandy.com

registration, built in 2000.
New 135hp engine (no
hours on it); can see the bill.
5 seats. In great condition
and very fast — put it on your
driveway and go to the wa-
ter. A bargain at 430,000
baht, including trailer. Tel: O1-

FISHING BOAT - USA

design with trailer, only one
month old. Two secondhand
40hp Yamahas in perfect run-
ning condition. US design,
suits 2 to 5 fishing comfort-
ably with extendable Bimini

CLASSIFIEDS

Island Job Mart

Front Office

- Frong office Manager
Might Audstor

- Guest Service Agents

- Business Ceanter Oficer

- Telephone Operator
Administration

President Solitaire
President Park

August 20 - 26, 2005

Grand President

Royal President

fly

Executive Serviced Apartments

We &re an establishad company ogerating deluxe &- and S-ster executive sarvicad apariments

in Banghkok. In our eflorts to malntain owr high standand of serdce to our clients and to adhara

to iha group's continuaus growth, we ara in wgent need of expenenced and anthusiastic

paople who ara keoking for challenging positions in the hosptality industry.

JOB OPPORTUNITIES

- Executive Assistant Manages

= Corporate Human Rasources Manager

= Building Manager

- Assistant Purchasing Manager

- Sacratary
Marketing
- Graphlcs Deslgnes

Housekeeping

- Assistant Housskesper

- Floor Suparvisors

- Room Attendants
Food and Beverage
- Cosl Gondrolles

- Accountant

- Suparsor

- Reslawrant Cashions
- Hosless

- Whaitrass

Sales

= Gales Manager

- Assistan] Sales Manager
Agsistant Manager, E-commernce

- Sales Executive/Sales Coordinator

Ananda Spa

- Director of Spa

- Manager of Spa

- Supervisar

- Sales Representative

- Massage Therapists

Engineering Department

- Chigf Englness

= Banior Technician

- Plumber

- ElactriciansMeachanic

] “i]

-

Applications for positions at the President Solitaire, Grand President,
Royal President and President Park are o be sent to:
Human Resources Manager. Human Resources Department

7 Flooe, Tower 2 Grand Presadent Bostucree senviced Apartments 14, 16 Sukhumme 5o

1, Bangkak 10110

Layan Gardens requires a
bookkeeper. Applicants
should understand muilti-
company and inter-com-
pany accounting; knowl-
edge of the construction
industry would be a benefit.
Good command of written
and spoken English essen-
tial. Please send CV to
email address provided or
call for more information.
Tel: 076-318111,06-271-
5319. Email: grenville@
layangardens.com

0823240, 01-5376866.
Email: bigbhoudab@hotmail.
com

when required. Price: 420,000
baht (negotiable). Tel: 09-
9724805. Email: nervobe@
hotmail.com

COOK & DRIVER

Looking for 1 cook and 1
driver for location work in
Rawai. English-speaking skills
required. Please contact for
more info. Tel: 01-8933212.
Email: scphuket@yahoo.com

Tel : (662) 651-1200 ext. 3436, 3458 Fax : (662) 651-1261-2
E-mall: administration@ presidentpark.com R
PAPAYA POK POK
BOOKKEEPER WANTED FOR Dynamic experienced man- ACCOUNTANT
REQUIRED HOUSE IN KAMALA ager required for new concept

Live-in maid-housekeeper-
cook wanted. Must speak
some English. Please con-
tact K. Bow between 9 am
and 5 pm. Tel: 076-317-
017-20. Fax: 076-317021.

CREW WANTED

1 or 2 crew members needed
ona 15-meter sloop. Departin
September to reach Cape
Town for Xmas and visit
points en route. Apply at: “Co-
conuts” 1/9 Ao Chalong Pier
Rd. 8-10 pm daily. Please call.
Tel: 09-2667514.

COOK/WAITRESS
needed. Small restaurant in
Karon needs cook/waitress
urgently. Tel: 01-8914019.
Email: tkoschig2000@
hotmail.com

Diving/adventures com-
pany in Karon, Phuket, look-
ing for experienced Ac-
countant. Only Thai nation-
als need apply. Must be a
graduate in accountancy
with 2 years’ relevant
working experience. Must
have Office PC experience
and a fair command of En-
glish, written and spoken.
Attractive salary for the
right person. Send CV by
email or contact. Tel: O1-
8927847, 076-398364.
Email: holiday @liveaboard-

restaurant/bar in Patong.
Applicants must be Thai and
capable of leading a young
team and managing an effi-
cient kitchen. Applicants must
be 25 to 40 years old, with
English skills (speaking).
Please call for more informa-
tion or send CV by email. Tel:
07-0804258. Email: brian
@kokawaii.com

ACCOUNTS
assistant. Required for a busy
Thai-speaking office. Profi-

cient with Easy Accounting | thailand.com
system plus Excel and Word.

Good standard of written and

spoken English a big plus. Of- SECRETARY

fice located near Phuket City. & lawyer. Looking for a legal

Please send CV to email ad-
dress provided. Email:
arc.x@thecourtyard-phuket.
com

secretary & lawyer, full-time
or part-time in Phuket. Please
contact. Email: scphuket@
yahoo.com
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Molly Malones Irish Pub
Patong Beach Phuket.

One of Phuket’s busiest Pubs is now recriuting experienced
& energetic people for the following positions.

ous-Che
ef De Partie

ommis Che

Restaurant & Bar Supervisors

Bartenders

Waitress/

Accounting 5t

Adminisiration Sta

3 Musicians/B

et [ [ St [l e
-
[ b=
I

bt

II

bt

For all applications please contact

For [nn 076 292 590 For English 01 956 2640

Mally Mobsnes !

o

or email mollymalones@loxinfo.co.th
or apply in person at Scruffy Murphy's
[rish Pub 5 Bangla Rd, Patong Beach
or mail to PO BOX 138 BOX No; 020 A.Muang Phuket S3(0K)

All international & local .-5]1]'-|1'-.'.1|1h-: will be considersed

CLASSIFIEDS

Island Job Mart

resort of 51 villas located at Ao Por on Phuket's
/—\__/ northeast coast.
MJ’.

We are looking for suitable, qualified persons for
the following positions:

£ ) Chandara Resort and Spa is a unique five-star

Tea#Tf = PR
Fhafafr Phailnnd

Resarvation Manager

Spa Manager, Assistant Spa Manager, Therapist
Assistant Front Office Manager, Assistant Manager
Night Manager, Operator, Bell/Driver

Hestaurant & Bar Manager

Waiter/Waitress, Bar staff,

Sous-chef, Baker, Chef De Partie (Western/Thail
Housekeseping Supervisor, Housekeeping Attendant
Purchasing clerk

All positions are for Thai nationals only.

Please send resumeé with recent photo and expected salary to;
Chandara Resort and Spa

99/1 Moo 6, Ban Ao Por, Pa Khlok,

Thalang, Phuket, Thailand 83110

Tel: 0 7631 7800 Fax: 0 7831 7850

Email: admin@chandara-resort.com

www.chandara-resort.com
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ENGEL&VOLKERS isa professional service provider in the

real estate business, specializing in the international marketing
of prestigious residential and commercial properties. Building
upon the success of an expanding network that today covers

more than 28 countries, we are now establishing our operation
in Thailand. In line with our planned office opening in Phuket

we have an inreff:ﬁring VACANCY for a

Website /Graphic Design and
Database Specialist

Applicants must have at least three working vears’ experience
in a website and graphic design position combined with data-
base management or be an outstanding recent graduate in this
area. He or she should possess excellent written and spoken
English language skills. Experience in the following fields is
required:

Website & graphic designs flash animation dynamic
content, search engine database management.

Professional Secretary

Applicants must have a strong track record as an outstanding
secretary to a senior western director with at least 5 years
experience You must be resourceful, resilient, extremely well
organized and able to meet deadlines in the dynamic environ-
ment of a new and growing company. You should possess
excellent written and spoken English language skills.

If you are interested in the real estate business and are a
highly-motivated team player and want to join a professional
team with good career prospects, please send us your resume
with a recent photograph and expected salary.

Engel & Vilkers (Thailand) Lid
P.O. Box 162, #18 Phuket Post Office
Phuket 83000, Thailand

Or e-mail mycareeri@ clearwater-group.com

0.0
ENGEL &VOLKERS

MASSAGE

URGENTLY REQUIRED WANTED: therapists wanted. Phuket
A live-in house manager, SECRETARY/ Home Massage, the only 5-
with previous experience MANAGER star massage service direct to

customers' homes in Phuket,
is looking for a few massage
therapists and a trainer. We
want to provide the best mas-
sage in Phuket. If you think
you might be able to do so, call
Khun Noy. We offer two
months of initial training on full

A small health center in
Rawai is looking for a Thai
lady to fill this position
ASAP. The right person
should be fluent in English,
have basic computer skills
and a pleasant personality.
Tel: 076-383046, 09-768-

working with foreignersina
villa or hotel, is wanted to
take care of a house and to
cook. Should be pleasant,
hard-working, reliable and
be able to speak English.
Please call Khun Sim for
more information. Tel: 076-

Find more Classified ads at www.phuketgazette.net/

316700. 9567. Email: sindhu_im@ |  salary. Tel: 076-270027, O1-
excite.com - 0827703. Eamil: |nf0@

phukethomemassage.com

WANTED For further details, please see

Machinist wanted to manufac-
ture curtains and blinds. Only
experienced persons should
apply. Please contact for more
information. Tel: 076-261-
358, 07-2760529. Fax: 076-
261358. Email: jmicchia@
yahoo.com

ASSISTANT NEEDED

Patong company requires a
bookkeeper w/knowledge of
the construction industry and
good English. Please contact
for more information. Tel: 07-
0778454. Fax: 076-292073.
Email: solitude001@aol.com

our website at: www.
phukethomemassage.com

TEACHERS

required. Math, Science, En-
glish- and German-language
teachers needed. Tel: 076-
282232,01-9794140.
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Molly Malones Irish Pub
Patong Beach Phuket.
One of Phuket's busiest
Pubs is now recruiting
experienced & energetic

people for
Chief Accountant:

with experience & gualific:
following an

¥ Excellent command of English & Computer literacy
with accounting software

3 Accounts, tex, reports, auditing and administration
relating o Thal tax laws & regulations
-

3 Bachelor's degree in accounting

3 Excellent Renumeration Package & Benefits

An A-LIST playground
in Kata serving Thai food
with spicy Jazz is looking
ergetic and trendy staff to
join our fun, successful and money
making team.

Positions:
- Restaurant Manager - Bartender
- Executive Chef - Sushi Man
- Sous Chef - Waiter/waitress
- Commis Chef - Steward
- Cashier - Chet De Partie
Qualification:

- Good looking and trendy.

- Fun & Smart

- English speaking

- Experienced in hospitality industry

Please send your resumeé with photo
to spicythaijazz@yahoo.com
Tel: 09-8745286

Sales & Marketing
- Must have establishad customer base
- Strong references
- Aftractive incentive package

Difica
- Raservations & reception
- Processing payment and recaipt vouchess
- Bookings

Hostess
- Hospitalibyhotel recrestion expenence prafarmed
- Young & athletic. Good swimmer,
- High energy levels. Oulgoing persanakly,

Send ['.'n.’ I:|:| |:|I|| kel

Gazette Classads— 10,000 r eadersa day!

CLASSIFIEDS

Island Job Mart

AERLAL AT

Please armai with afach

lcading

] huket’'s

our hotel and
e

Databases ;IPHF.I'HME
Excellent E:i,ﬂ.rl'ﬁh skills
Must b TTJ-IIH-IIIFHIF

Kean, self mnlr'va:ed & very reliable

www. helicam-asia.com

(HEI ICHP"I'

Destar internat
1l Villa Development is

g pr-:'ul'-l-:_' t
the coming

OFFICE MANAGER

Attractive salary

An Oifice Manager is required for small,
growing business i Falong, e reguing & Smimimom
of 4 years' exparance in administration and markshing.
Candidates will play a leading rale in managing
el and arganiang seiediies. Ciiner crlerin,

Good knowledge of compulers

DI OUr b
LCASON:
-

m-ﬁ to join its team.

@ Male/Female
@ Certified diver

ional Lesort
currently
anl for the

DIVING OMNLINE, o leading Internet provider
of discount dive pu:kugn:-'. is seeking qualified

lications are being faken for 1 Japanese
cer. The position is based in Phuket and
Eefer_rad candidotes are expected to fill the
llewing requirements:

@ Working experience in Jopanese diving industry
@ Proficiency in written and spoken English

@ Ability to translate from English into lapanase
@ Good computer skills

@ Service-minded ond resulf-driven offitude

@ Experience in e-commerce industry is o plus

August 20 - 26, 2005

Applications stating qualificotions and experience,
as

phnh:n shoul

| @s expacted remuneration and recent
be sant fo;

info@save-money-diving.com

and 1]-|
e '||
o .|1.||.'-.'|:

A d-day working week and excellent benehits apply to all employees.

5PA DIREC 'Jl :]'

Front Office
R-:u.'-::pﬁ-:mi:\t.
Guest Relations
Officer

Bell/ Driver

Huqur-:pmnr

Huose
Laundry Arrendant

1 (driving

Spa & Salon

Balon B

ANEIC1ATYS
o onsult

01
Attendant

l"mamt b-. ”L El‘.]l.ll‘ltilll'

".l. 1L| e ‘.||u| '||

Betail ~.|'|.|.-

istant l1-[|

license

Arrendants

and ‘?c Rcvcmgc
i Wiestemy Uold
Chef
ni Chef De Partie
Sttendant
{ OIS

Boatchen

Property Management

Mechanic
C Technician

Fainrer

Pown] Artendant
NMason

Please send your resume with a recent pl'u wECy O .'||'-]'-i'-.' 1N erson to;

Bl Moo &

SISO

Phoker 83110, Tel: (676 32103

FRENCH TUTOR

Cherche REPETITEUR CNED
(soutien scolaire) 4eme, 2nd
et Terminale S, du15/9 au
15/5 Bon niveau scientifique
requis. Email: parscau@
wanadoo.fr

SPA MANAGER

We are looking for a Spa Man-
ager and female Receptionist.
Nationality not important.
Please call for more informa-
tion. Tel: 04-8478352.

CREW WANTED

1 or 2 crew members needed
ona 15-meter sloop. Departin
September to reach Cape
Town for Xmas and visit
points en route. Apply at: “Co-
conuts” 1/9 Ao Chalong Pier
Rd. 8-10 pm daily. Please call.
Tel: 09-2667514.

THAI ADMINISTRATOR
for a school. Must have good
English. Please contact for
more information. Fax: 076-
248976. Email: info@
kajonkiet.com

02 hirfid trisara.com

MANGOSTEEN
CHIEF ENGINEER
The Mangosteen Resort &
Spa, the b-star boutique re-
sort in Rawai, is looking for a
Chief Engineer. English skills
and technical experience re-
quired, as well as several
years’ experience in hotel en-
gineering. Position available
immediately. Please contact
for more information. Tel:
076-289399, 07-289- 399.
Fax: 076-289389. Email:
myfuture@mangosteen-

phuket.com

EXPERIENCED
programmers. AsiaDebit/
Payzip is the market leader for
Internet payment solutions in
Asia. We are seeking 2 expe-
rienced programmers to work
as part of the development
team in our Phuket office. The
job will involve developing
both new and existing applica-
tions for the online payment
market. The ideal candidates
will work wvell in a team envi-
ronment, be comfortable pro-
gramming in different lan-
guages on Windows and
Linux, and have good struc-
tured design and programming
techniques.

Basic Requirements:

- Good communication skills

and command of spoken &
written English.

- 3years’ experience in soft-
ware design and develop-
ment.

- Experience with XMVIL, SQL,
ASP/VB and PHP.

Preferred Qualifications:

- Knowledge and use of ob-
ject-oriented programming
and design.

- Knowledge of financial sys-
tems.

- Understanding of layered
architects.

- Experience working on Linux.

- Cryptography.

All nationalities residing in
Phuket are welcome to sub-
mit a full CV to me at the
email address below. Only
shortlisted candidates will be
contacted. Tel: 076-282211.
Fax: 076-283251. Email:
jamie@payzip.com For fur-
ther details, please see our
website at: www.payzip.com

CONCEPT ARTIST
wanted. Working with an inte-
rior designer to produce per-
spective/concept drawings
and other sketches for an in-
terior design company based
on the bypass road. Salary:
20,000 baht+ per month for
the right person. Tel: 0O1-
8937028. Fax: 076-254827.
Email: andamanartifacts@
hotmail.com
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HOUSEKEEPER - UK

Opportunity for a house-
keeper to a bachelor (58
yrs) inthe UK, on aninitial 6-
month contract. Duties in-
clude: domestic cleaning,
cooking, washing and iron-
ing, and driving. Hours are
variable and must be flex-
ible, but, in general, not over
35 hours per week. The
ideal person will keep the
home running smoothly and
act as a host. Benefits: all
travel between the UK and
Thailand paid for. As the
position is in a rural location,
a car will be provided. An
International Drivers’ Li-
cence is amust. This is an
ideal opportunity for a per-
son aged 30 to 40 to ex-
plore the UK and live in a
country setting. Email me
with your details and photo-
graph. Interviews will be
held in Bangkok in Septem-
ber. Salary, paid in UK Ster-
ling, is open to discussion.
Email: sandy2501@aol.

com
Employment
Wanted

SALES AND
MARKETING
DIRECTOR

An International Sales and
Marketing Director (40) is
looking for a new challenge.
Great experience in building
and leading efficient teams
with ‘Must Win' attitudes
and: - Working in developing
countries - Building up new
branches or subsidiaries -
Implementing channel strat-
egies - Introduction/estab-
lishment of new products -
Working in start-up situa-
tions, and - Developing new
markets. | am a team player
with strong ability to moti-
vate and develop people. |
speak English and German,
and have working experi-
ence in Asia and Europe.
Email: muenchen1@gmx.
net

SALES AND SPA

French woman, 30 - a
Training, Sales & Spa Man-
ager — is looking for a new
challenge in Phuket. Huge
experience, 14 years, in

worldwide, famous luxury
trademark spas. Good ap-
pearance; leader personality;
speaks, writes and reads
English. Tel: 07-8838- 501.
Email: stephanie.arrive
@wanadoo.fr

KEYBOARD VOCALIST
Seeking work in a hotel or re-
sort. English, likes to sing bal-
lad music; ideal for a hotel res-
taurant. 44 Karon, Patong.
Please call Tony. Tel: O1-
4778744.

CLASSIFIEDS

Tout, Trader & Trumpet
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Articles
for Sale

ORNAMENTAL FERNS
Large choice of ferns, bird’s
nests and garden items, in
Thalang. Tel: 04-8371063.

Business
Opportunities
|
OFFICE SPACE
FOR RENT

Serviced Office Center
Receptionist Provided
Excellent Location

Tel: 076-239967 - 9

BAR/GUESTHOUSE

for sale at Karon Beach. 6
rooms, 1 commercial kitchen,
pool table, UBC TV. Rent:
25,000 baht per month, no
key money. Prime positon, 7-
Eleven shop with ATM next
door. Geniune sale: 800,000
baht. Please call Tel: 09-
9085343.

BARS FOR LEASE

15 beer bars for lease near
Simon Entertainment on Soi
Bangla, next to Tiger Entertain-
ment. 3+ 3-year contract. All
new, opening November 15.
Please call Mr Kees. Tel: 01-
8267129.

TAILOR SHOP
Thai-owned tailor shop for sale
in Rawai. Good revenue. In-
cludes bedroom, bathroom
and kitchen. Asking 500,000
baht or best offer. Tel: 076-
248626, 01-0808557. Fax:
076-248626. Email: admin@
phuketdeafeagle.com

KEBAB SHOP

with apparatus for sale at
350,000 baht, or for rent at
13,000 baht per month. Can
open for business right away.
The location has a bar in front
of the shop and there’s an
apartment upstairs. Call Khun
Jan or Lucky. Tel: 076-292
788, 09-0219504.

THAI MASSAGE

shop. Selling Thai massage
shop with apparatus and
sauna closet for 250,000
baht. Rent the shop for
13,000 baht per month. You
can open for business right
away. Call Khun Jan or Lucky.
Tel: 076-292788, 06-279-
1602.

BOUTIQUE HOTEL
Serious buyers only! No agents
please! Tel: 09-6491963.
Email: shahmarian@yahoo.
com.sg

GUESTHOUSE SALE

in Chalong, 5 rooms and ares-
taurant, fully equipped. Asking
700,000 baht and 15,000
baht per month. Tel: 01-788-
4655.

PROFITABLE

business for sale. A well-es-
tablished handicraft and col-
lectibles business in a prime
location is for sale, complete
with 2 million + baht in retail
stock, office equipment, one
salesperson, contacts and 3
months of training and hand-
over assistance to ensure con-
tinued profits. Average in-
come of 2-4 million baht per
year, but forecasting 1-2 mil-
lion baht this year due to tsu-
namilow. Sales price: only 1.5
million baht payable over 2 in-
stallments. Includes premises
with floor area of 500sgm in-
cluding accommodation. Con-
tact for full details. Tel: 09-
7299747,01-6764849. Fax:
076-244652. Email: info@
etwood.com

TOUR FIRM FOR SALE
Established company with
clean tax/debt record and 2
vehicles ready forimmediate
takeover. 888,000 baht. Email:
paradisetour@csloxinfo.com

PARTNER WANTED

for newv visa service for Samui,
using a tour bus (not minibus).
Selling 12.5% of shares for 1
million baht. Tel: 04-7457024.
Email: kingrw80@hotmail.com

RESTAURANT

and guesthouse in Patong. 40-
seat restaurant; 11-room
guesthouse. Asking 170,000
baht/month. Tel/Fax: O76-
248626, 01-0808557. Email:
admin@phuketdeafeagle.com

DOUBLE-UNIT SHOP
for rent. Rat-U-Thit 200 Pi Rd,
Patong, opposite Paradise
complex. An excellent loca-
tion for any business. Tel: 076-
341871, 06-9405187.

Business
Products &

Services

DAY TRIP TO
RANONG

Newv double-decker tour bus
(not minibus), non-smoking
and smoking areas, toilet,
films/music, snacks and
drinks, on-board buffetlunch.
No extras to pay, all-inclu-
sive. Only 1,500 baht. Every
Mon, Wed, Fri, Sat, Sunday.
Tel: 04-7457024.

FREE ENGLISH

class (aimost). The next CELTA
Teacher Training Course starts
Aug 29. We need practice stu-
dents for our teachers. Pay
only 300 baht for 40 hours of
English classes. The classes are
held Mon-Fri, 2-4pm. Tel: 076-
219906. Email: celtaphuket @
ecc.ac.th

LEGAL SERVICES

Register your Thai limited
company in just two hours
through Thailand’s largest
legal service network, Siam
International Legal Group.
Business licenses, con-
tracts and property transac-
tions by legal professionals
at reasonable fees. Call 24
hours. Tel: 076-345277,
04-0219800. Email: admin
@siam-legal.com Website:
www.siam-legal.com

TRADITIONAL THAI
style glass art. Painting on
windows and doors carried
out in your own home. Pick
the design, size and colors of
your choice. Add inividual style
to your home or hotel. Glass art
resembles engraved glass, but
is a fraction of the cost. Phone
now for a free visit from our
artist who will show you our
samples. Designs start as low
as 950 baht for this custom
service. Contact Phuket J T
Glass. Tel: 076-252325, 01-
5357892. Email: somkamol
@hotmail.com

POCKET PC HP iPAQ
h5400 series for sale. WLAN
802.11b, Bluetooth 48MB,
64NMB ROM, 128MB RAM,
memory stick as new. Asking
14,000 baht. Tel: 06-270-
2599.

Miscellaneous
for Sale
INTERNATIONAL
driver’s license. 5,000 baht,
valid up to 10 years; 6,000
baht valid up to 20 years. Sole
agent in Thailand. Free pick-
up & delivery, open 365 days

ayear. Call Christine. Tel: 04-
0068736, 04-6906612.

Wheels & Motors

VISA FOR
THAILAND

Tired of visa runs? Get a
one-year Thai visa. Free ini-
tial consultation at Thai-
land’s largest legal service
network, Siam International
Legal Group. Call 24 hours.
Please contact for more
information. Tel: 076-345-
277, 04-0219800. Email:
admin@siam-legal.com
Please see our website at:
www.siam-legal.com

Personals

BACKGAMMON

Retired businessman looking
for backgammon players on
Phuket Island. Please call if in-
terested. Tel: 076-386113,
01-5778443.

LIFE PARTNER WANTED
49-year-old farang - kind,
funny, romantic, not a “butter-
fly”, not “bossy” — looking for
his “beautiful princess” to
care for and spoil forever. She
must be employed, honest,
loyal, under 30 years old, and
dreaming of raising her own
family in a modern home in a
quiet Phuket location. Great
smile and good humor essen-
tial. Please be brave and reply.
(Bargirls need not reply.) Email:
thai-me-down@hotmail.com

2 EUROPEAN MEN

2 nice-looking, discrete, polite
European men seek farang la-
dies. Email: bodybuilding 11
@hotmail.com

Looking for love?
www.phuketgazette.net

Phuket’s Most Trusted &
Reputable Supplier of the Finest
Quality Used SALOONS,
SEDANS, JEEPS & PICKUPS
New cars or trade-ins —
we have what you’re
looking for
For more info pls call us at
Tel: 076-224632, 216243
www.suremotor.com

RANGE ROVER
4.6 HSE

Range Rover, 1996, excel-
lent condition, religiously
maintained. Metallic blue/
green, many extras. DVD,
rearview camera, color
coded, sports exhaust, lights,
roofrack, 18" wheels. Excel-
lent buy — superb onroad and
off. Asking for 1.1 million
baht. Tel: 07-886-7360.
Email: paul@ nebbs. com

TOYOTA SPORTCRUISER
Immaculate 2004 model, 2.5
litre turbo, only 12 months old.
4-door, 4WD, manual, liner,
roll bar, bull bar, insurance, 10-
stack Kenwood CD player.
24,000km, full Toyota ser-
vice history. A must see.
Price: 650,000 baht ono. Tel:
076-381515, 04-839-4311.
Email: satmanmarc-info@
yahoo.com

Motorbikes

HONDA WAVE R 125
Metallic blue motorbike has
under 2000km on it. It is 4
months old and has had a single
owner. It features electric
starter, disc brakes. The price is
negotiable. Please call for
more information. Tel: 01-797-
8b21.

LOW PRICE

Lowv price for long-term rent.
Many types of new cars,
with CD player and insur-
ance, and well maintained.
Please call nowv for further in-
formation. Tel: 05-883-
3470. Email: suksavat@
hotmail.com

CAR FOR RENT

Daihatsu Mira for rent, in
good condition, easy to
drive, with CD player and
economical insurance. Ask-
ing only 9,500 baht per
month. Please call for more
information. Tel: 01-5637-
1050.

A1 CAR RENTAL

LN

Cars, trucks, jeep, 7-seat
people carrier for rent; fully-
insured. From 10,000 bahta
month; special long-term
rates. Please call for info.
Tel: 09-8314703, 076-
200900.

JEEP FOR RENT

Suzuki Caribian for rent. Asking
9,000 baht per month. Please
contact for info. Tel: 06-948-
8139. Email: phuketmotors 1
@hotmail.com
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PHUKET COSMETIC
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.CHLORINE DISPENSER §

Macuum CLEANER B

LADDER

.TIMER FanT-Asia . 1e0: 076G 224 444

Come and enjoy the

difference of our unique
esthetic dental freatment.
« Taoth whilening
by plasma arc
= Dental |I'I'I|!||ﬂ nis
« All-ceramic crowns
« Caramic venters

1841 Homgyok-U-Thit Rd, T, Taladyai
A Muang, Phukat 83000 Thailand
Tel: O MG23 GE23 Fax: O TE23 Ba24
Erel lop® sl cosmelodenialeiais com,
www. phzbriccsmadcdeniaichne com

g % Looking for a place to stay?
E ! S S N See more classified ads at www.phuketgazette.net
=SCHOOL

TEFLPlus® LinguaPlus®

Teachar fraining Language centra

o firsh choice Tor language classes on Phukel island, wilth
branches in Patong and Chalong,

Thailand's besi walue TEFL course at only 35,000 baht
Patong Language School

Arconsom Square, Patong, Kathu, Phukat 83150
Tel O 7634 0373 Fax O 7634 08T W

LinguaPlus Language Centre AU
TG Wt R £t PR BEW00D KPut your trust in ffze. worldwide leader /
# .
TEFLFPlus Teacher Training . it T -
www.tefiplus.com  infoi@tefiplus.com .Hﬂpﬂ:ﬁ’l” e

info@phuket-languageschool.com  www.phuket-languageschool com .#tﬂuﬂfﬁ?f
Hydrotherapy
J’myﬁ'cil'f
A real | O-year

No ﬂﬂ'ﬂfﬁd

.80% :mtdl..

The most up-to-dafe denfal

technology in fown,

Meta.f-Free Resftoration  Laser Tooth Whitening

Desjoyam in Thaileed

Banghnok: Telwbh 2 9899333 Faxobb 2 MEATIE

Fhivkid: Tel:«6h 76 203538 Fir: +58 Ta 184033

Choang Mai: Tel:=66 533 230901-2 Fam#66 51 DO

Iatyal: Telebb T DE058-5 Famrbé T4 20095

Sarral: Tal: o 68 77 247588-5 Fanabd 77 427255
“\I“iq-]unnil.:.m

- Crors and Brdges - Rool Canal Traatment

- Metal-Free Restoration - Gum Treatmant

- Laser Tooth ¥Whitening - Laser-Assisied Gum Treatment
Canler - Diparative Danfistry

= CEREC 3D = Slanlzation by Aulodave

- Dendal Imglant - Digital X-ray

= Pediatric Denfistry - Dental Microscope

PROMJAI www promjaidentalclinic.com . : B
-A DEMTAL CLINIC Since 1966
= [N EHﬁ'.‘;ILI_‘ter-R 1, [2nd FI AR 4 Diving) Patong, Phuked
BN 54 n.edinddned (Tu2 All 4 Diving) Lhwea QUi

T 01-8934304, 076-345341-2 See [SSULS ¢~ ANSWERS at www.phuketgazette.net




	August 20, 2005
	Front Page
	News:
	Inside Story:
	Around the Island:
	Around the Region:
	People:
	Lifestyle:
	Spa Magic:
	After Dark:
	First Person:
	Business:
	Sport:
	Property:
	Construction:
	Home of the Week:
	Decor
	Gardening:

	Queer News:
	Around the Nation:
	Happenings:
	Horoscopes:
	Outside In:
	Books:
	Kids:
	Stool Pigeon:
	Pattaya:
	Motoring:
	Editorial:
	Letters:
	Computers:
	On the Move:
	The Time Machine:
	Diary:
	Wine:
	Guest Chef:
	Classifieds:




