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Dulwich dream
endsin divorce

By Gazette Staff

PHUKET: The divorceis final.
Dr Arthit Ourairath, CEO and
Founder of Dulwich International
College, announced on May 13
that ties between Dulwich Col-
lege in London (DCL) and
Phuket’stop international school
have been severed.

Dulwich International Col-
legewill, from June 24, be known
as the British International Col-
lege of Thailand, unless agree-
ment can be reached with an-
other school willing to replace
DCL'srole.

The end of the seven-year
relationship, though not entirely
unexpected after weeks of frac-
tioustalks, came suddenly.

In a message emailed to
parents, Dr Arthit wrote:

“It iswith profound regret
that | have to inform you that
Dulwich College London (DCL)
and Dulwich International Col-
lege, Phuket, (DIC) have de-
cided, after much tireless effort,
heartache and careful delibera
tion, to amicably go their sepa-
rate ways...

“Unfortunately, despite all
well-meaning efforts, there re-
main magjor issuesonwhich DCL
and DIC cannot agree and [can-
not] reach common ground.”

The agreement with DCL
will expire on June 24. However,
Dr Arthit wrote, “...we are now
actively engaged in meaningful
discussions on the strong poten-
tial for affiliation and academic
cooperation with other presti-
gious schoolsin the UK.”

He noted that the relation-
ship with DCL had become in-
creasingly difficult over the
years. “As time went on, ever-
increasing differencesin opinion
and expectations became more

From June 24, Dulwich International College will be the British
International College of Thailand, but will the school remain the same?

evident and tensionsmounted. At
each stage, while efforts were
made by each party to resolve
thesedifferences, it becameclear
that a number of unresolved is-
sueswould remain outstanding.

“Consequently, from the
viewpoint of DIC Phuket, there
waslittle alternative [but] to ter-
minate the franchi se agreement,”
he wrote.

He added, “It is our firm
belief that [the] decision was
made for the ultimate [benefit]
of students, because this is the
only factor that will ensure the
future success of the school. In
the long term, and in the current
competitive educational market,
we know that providing our stu-
dents and parents with the high-
est quality educational experience
isthe only thing that will ensure
our viability.

“Wearefully committed to
that objective.”

Immediate effectsthat will
follow the expiry of the agree-
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ment, Dr Arthit explained, will be
asfollows:

* The name of the school
will be changed from Dulwich
International College to British
International Collegeof Thailand
(BICT).

* The college logo will
change.

* BICT will assume adl le-
gal obligations, including those
from existing employment con-
tracts with teachers, from DIC
after June 24.

However, in the email, Dr
Arthit stressed that:

* The college’s curriculum
will continue to be based on the
British National Curriculum.

* All programs such asthe
Foundation Stage Curriculum for
KG classes, the International
Genera Certificate of Secondary
Education (IGCSE) and Interna-
tional Baccalaureate (IB) for
secondary studentswill continue
to be offered.

Continued on page 2
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Entertainment
licensefees
findly arrive

By Anongnat Sartpisut

PHUKET: Morethan 14 months
after all entertainment licenses
were declared statutorily void, a
list of fees for entertainment li-
censes has been announced, pav-
ing the way for provincial au-
thorities to start processing ap-
plications.

Wisut Romin, Deputy Sec-
retary of the Phuket Provincial
Administrative Office, on May
17 told the Gazette that he re-
ceived the list of fees just that
day, although it was ratified by
theMinistry of thelnterior (Mol)
on March 29.

K. Wisut said that there are
“about” 344 entertainment ven-
uesin Phuket that must apply for
the licenses.

He added that officers
from Muang, Thalang and Kathu
Districts have been advised of
the fees and have posted “infor-
mal” announcementsto al venue
owners within their areas.

K. Wisut added that Phuket
Governor Udomsak Usawarang-
kura or one of the province's
vice-governorswill issue—again
by post —formal announcements
to the owners by May 22.

The venue owners will
have 30 days from the date of
posting to apply for their license
or licenses.

The fees for “dancing
places’, restaurants providing,
and four separate categories of
“entertainment venues’ are as
follows:

- Areanot more than 100 square
meters: 10,000 baht.

- 101sgm-300sgm: 30,000 baht.
- 301sgm and up: 50,000 baht.

Thegenera “ Entertainment
venues’ category includes four
subcategories:

* aplace providing a show
or other activities for entertain-
ing customers, and allowing staff
to sociaizewith patrons;

* aplace that provides

Continued on page 2
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License fee hike
for fun venues

From page 1

equipment for patrons to sing,
and allows staff to sociaize with
the patrons;

* aplace that has no dance
floor but allows customers to
dance on the premises;

« other placesthat havelight
or sound facilities, depending on
Ministry rulings yet to be made.

Owners will pay just 20%
of theorigina licensefeefor sub-
sequent license renewals, and
any venue owner whose license
islost or destroyed will be able
to receive a replacement for
1,000 baht —if they can provethat
they had been issued a new li-
cense.

“A 10,000-baht [initiad] li-
cense equates to just 833 baht or
so per month, and only 166 baht
per month to renew,” said K.
Wisut. “ It isareasonable amount
to pay.”

Asked why it had taken so
long for thelist of feesto be an-
nounced — and whether venue
owners would be charged for
2004/2005 licenses, K. Wisut
said, “Itisvery likely, butitisup
to the Mol .”

Referring to his comments
made on February 1 this year,
when he suggested that owners
of entertainment venues dam-
aged in the December 26 tragedy
could see their fees waived, he
said that the Mol had again still
to make a decision.

The province's Chief Ad-
ministrative Officer (Palad),
Vichan Busapavanich said that a
grace period will be given for
owners found without avalid li-
cense so that officers could in-
vestigate.

“If it isan oversight on the
part of the owner, then they will
be given time — 1 can’'t say how
long —torectify the matter. If they
are deliberately avoiding paying
the license fee, then they will be
closed down eventually,” hesaid.

Cheap deals give MICE tourism a boost

By Anongnat Sartpisut

PHUKET: The Tourism Council
of Thailand (TCT) has launched
its “Think Meeting, Think Phu-
ket” discounted air fares and ho-
tel rates promotion in a bid to
boost the number of MICE
(meetings, incentives, conven-
tions, exhibitions) travelersto the
island.

The aim of the promotion,
whichwill end on October 31 this
year, isto attract an average 1,250
people a day to Phuket. Assum-
ing that each spends an average

of 10,000 baht a day, that would
mean revenue for the island of
2.25 billion baht over the com-
ing months.

Under the promotion,
round-trip Bangkok-Phuket air
tickets cost 500 baht each for
government officers, and 1,000
baht apiece for employees from
private companies.

Round-trip tickets for ac-
companying spouses are 3,300
baht each, and tickets for each
accompanying child under 13
yearsold cost 2,625 baht.

The promotion also offers

MICE travelers hotel accommo-
dation at selected hotels on
Phuket, including the Laguna
Beach Resort in Bang Tao, the
Holiday Inn in Patong and Le
Royal Meridien Phuket Yacht
Club in Nai Harn, at rates rang-
ing from 1,000 baht up to 3,600
baht per room per night.

For more information con-
tact the TCT at Tel: 02-2505500
ext 1646-1648 or Fax: 02-250-
0797; or contact Bangkok Air-
ways at Tel: 02-2655555 or Fax:
02-2738407 between 8 am and
5.30 pm on weekdays.

Dengue fever cases
amatically

rise dr

By Athiga Jundee

PHUKET CITY: The Phuket
Provincial Public Health Office
(PPHO) is urging the public to
take steps to eradicate mosqui-
toes around their premisesin an
effort to prevent the spread of
dengue fever.

Despite efforts by the
PPHO to prevent the spread of
mosguito-borne disease sincethe
tsunami, there have been 68 re-
ported cases of the disease since
the beginning of the year — about
double the number of cases dur-
ing the same period last year.

Most caseswerereportedin
Thalang District (33), followed
by Muang District (29) and
Kathu (6).

The PPHO mosquito-eradi-
cation effort is part of a nation-
wide campaign by the Public
Health Ministry to curb the dis-
ease, which killed 14 people na-
tionwide between January 1 and
April 30.

TheMinistry hassaidit will
also launch a five-day “Anti-

Inspired by Nature

SONOMA Collection {)cean
fwmlshle at leading department stores snd Croean Gl shosmooms CHmwrsimaa=
Sangkok: Subhumyit 21 Tel.03-661-6558 e's pleasure
Fhukel ChalenPgrakiat Rama 8 Rd, Tel. 076-261-008 Ww aoeanglass, com

Dengue Fever Week” nation-
wide, starting May 23.

TheMinistry fearsthat one
of the sub-types of the four den-
gueviral strainscommonin Thai-
land may have mutated into a
morevirulent form, and itisnow
conducting research on dengue
sufferers in an attempt to iden-
tify any new strains.

Anexpertincommunicable
diseases at the PPHO, who asked
to remain anonymous, explained
that those who have already been
exposed to the disease and are
then bitten by a mosquito carry-
ing adifferent strain are particu-
larly at risk.

Such victims can go into
shock because the body may mis-

direct its immune response, try-
ing to fight the strain to which it
has already been exposed.

Although the risk of con-
tracting dengueisequally distrib-
uted among age brackets, those
inthe 10- to 14-year-old category
tend to have the highest incidence
of dengueinfection because they
are the least careful about pro-
tecting themselves from mos-
quito bites. Parents are more
likely to protect infants from
mosquitoes, the official said.

The PPHO will continueits
campaign to eradicate mosqui-
toes and their larvae by spraying
insecticide and pouring chemi-
cals into sewer systems, she
added.

Employment Office launches

English-language web pages

PHUKET: The Phuket Provincia
Employment Office (PPEQ) has
created several English-language
web pages on its website in or-
der to help foreign workers un-
derstand the complexitiesrelated
to obtaining and extending a
work permit.
Thewebsiteincludestrans-
lations of the 1978 Working of
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Aliens Act, the 1979 Royal De-
cree listing professions that
aliensare prohibited from engag-
ingin, and other information use-
ful for those looking to work in
the Kingdom.

Toview the new web pages,
visit www.phuketwork.org and
click on the icon of a British/
American flag.
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Dulwich

College
IN CrisIS

From page 1

* Therecruitment of highly
gualified and suitable academic
personnel remains unaffected,
and, saysthe email, “the process
will be strengthened”. While
DCL wasawaysdeeply involved
in the selection of the school’s
headmaster, selection will now
be “the exclusive right of the
BICT Board.”

Dr Arthit wrote that under
the “visionary” leadership of Dr
George Hickman, the recently
appointed Academic Director at
DIC, the school “will grow and
flourish”.

In a meeting with teachers
that coincided with the delivery
of the email, Dr Hickman reiter-
ated that discussions are aready
underway in an attempt to secure
affiliation with another interna-
tionally recognized school.

He also announced that a
decision to demote Tim Creber
from Deputy Head of Secondary
to plain teacher had been re-
versed. Mr Creber, theemail said,
“hasgracioudly consented to con-
tinue in hisrole of Deputy Aca
demic Director/Deputy Head-
master, and hasresumed hisregu-
lar duties.”

Dr Hickman told the Ga-
zette that he expected very few
students to be withdrawn from
the school. “Two or three parents
only haveindicated that they are
withdrawing their children, and
afew others have indicated that
it is under consideration, but
many have indicated that they
have adopted await and see[per-
Spective].

“At that this point | am
rather encouraged that we will
retain thevast mgjority of our stu-
dents,” he said.

Rapport between parents
and the school seemed to be im-
proving just days after the news
broke.

Peter Hourigan, President
of the Parents and Teachers As-
sociation at the school, met with
Dr Hickman on May 17, and a
meeting was schedul ed to be held
two days later between Dr Hick-
man and other administrators
from the school, and parents,
teachers and students.

“Many parents are disap-
pointed with the news,” Mr
Hourigan said. “ But our meeting
with [Dr] Hickman this morning
wasopen and direct, and | seeno
reason why the meeting on [May
19] will be any different.”

Do Not Drink
Tap Water!
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Phang Nga

airport plan
put on hold

PHANG NGA: Plansto build an
airport in Phang Nga have been
put onice because of thetsunami.

Deputy Transport Minister
Vichet Kasemthongsri last year
backed aproposal to build an air-
port on Koh Kho Khao, anisland
just north of Baan Nam Khem,
in Takuapa District, to serve the
province's then-booming tourist
industry.

But Takuapa District Chief
Administration Assistant Kanit-
sorn Kaewmanee told the Ga-
zette on May 12 that the national
and provinical authorities have
decided to set the airport plan to
one side while they concentrate
on helping the devastated prov-
ince recover from the tsunami.

K.Kanitsornsaid, “ Theair-
port project has gone very quiet.
TheMinistry of Transport and the
Phang Ngaprovincia authorities
are focusing on supporting tsu-
nami survivors and projects in
Takuapaand other areas affected
by the tsunami.”

He added, “We need to con-
centrate on the important things
first, but maybe, once these are
sorted out, the government and
theMinistry of Transport will start
looking at the project again.”

HRH PrincessMaha Chakri Sirindhon (right) snaps a picture of folk
in Baan Khok Tanod, Chalong, during her recent visit to Phuket.

Princessvisits|ocal
tsunami survivors

PHUKET: HRH Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn visited Phuket
and Phang Ngaon May 13 to donate fishing equipment to survivors

of the December 26 tsunami.

Princess Sirindhorn’s first stop was in Baan Khok Tanod,
Chalong, where around 500 people were waiting to greet her.

Her Royal Highness then donated 21 fishing boats — complete
with engines and fishing equipment —to local people, and presented
an educational scholarship to student Nattima Sukaserm.

From Chalong, the Princess was taken to Koh Yao Noi, Phang
Nga, where she again donated fishing equipment to survivors of the
tsunami, and she a so met peoplelearning local techniques of making

batik.

The Princess then returned to Phuket to donate fishing boats,
kitchen equipment and scarves and capsto Muslim residents of Baan
Bang Rong in Thalang, beforeleaving theisland at 3 pm.

Tsunami cost B20b
N tourism revenue

By Anongnat Sartpisut

PHUKET: The province has lost
at least 20 billion baht in revenue
from tourism between January
and March because of the De-
cember tsunami, Tourism Coun-
cil of Thailand President Vichit
Na Ranong said on May 13.

K. Vichit said, “Phuket
makes on average 70 billion baht
a year from tourism. Generally,

968 businesses still await aid

PHUKET: Nearly five months
after thetsunami, some 968 small
businessownersin Phuket are il
awaiting 20,000 baht each in fi-
nancial aid packages from the
Department of Local Administra-
tion (DOLA) tore-gtart their busi-
nesses.

Jongjareon Yangyuen, Chief
Administrative Officer of the
Law Section at DOLA's Phuket
office, said on May 12 that the
DOLA had already paid out
20,000 baht each in compensa-
tionto 2,571 businesses.

All of the 968 applicants
awaiting aid applied on March 1
or later, and more continue to
apply, hesaid.

The office had recently re-
ceived some 43 more aid appli-
cations from OrBorTor offices
around the island, he added.

The Gazette was earlier
told by an official at the DOLA

office that small businesses suf-
fering tsunami damage needed to
apply by the end of February.

K. Jongjaroen did not con-
firm whether or not such adead-
line existed, but said that all who
had applied had had their appli-
cations forwarded to the DOLA
headquartersin Bangkok.

When the Gazette con-
tacted the DOLA headquarters,
however, an official there said,
under condition of anonymity, that
therewas no application deadline.

Thereasonfor thedelay, the
source said, was that officials
fromthe Prime Minister’s Office
had not yet been ableto travel to
Phuket to ensure the claimswere
legitimate and that they had not
aready received aid fromthepro-
gram under another name.

Until the inspections are
made, DOLA cannot release the
funds, the source said.
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the province makes around twice
asmuch revenuein the high sea-
son than it does in the low sea-
son—arétio of, say, 45 billion baht
[in the high season] to 25 billion
[inthelow], or 50 billionto 20 bil-
lion.

“We lost at least 20 billion
baht between January and March
— the high season — and if you
consider that in the light of the
ratiosabove, you can seejust how
significant thisis.”

K. Vichit reiterated claims
that the banks have been too slow
indistributing soft loansto people
who lost businesses and homes
to the tsunami, and that the prov-
ince faces an uphill battle in per-
suading touriststhat Phuket isnot
as devastated as TV coverage
may have made them believe.

Another possible cause for
concern among foreign tourists,
said K. Vichit, is the continuing
unrest in Thailand’s Deep South.

He said, “People think that
there could be a bomb or some-
thing similar in Phuket, but we
need to inform people about what
government officers and private
individualshave doneto makethis
area safe, such as security
checks at the airport.

“But [terrorists] could bomb
anywherewherethere are lots of
tourists, theme park, hotels and
So on.

“So, it must be the respon-
sibility of business people — or
anyone — to watch out for suspi-
cious people or things and to re-
port them to the authorities.”

He continued, “If we can
prove that we are doing this, it
should give tourists the confi-
dence to come back.”

But K. Vichitwarned, “ The
government must hurry. Asian
tourists are due here in July and
August, and if weleaveit too late
we will miss the opportunity to
attract them.

“And if we continue to de-
lay, we will miss the Europeans,
who will have booked [holidays]
elsewhere.”

The President of Phuket
Tourist Association, Pattanapong
Aikwanich supported K. Vichit,
and called on the government to
invest morein marketing the prov-
ince.

“The [hotel] occupancy
rates across the island is around
20%. Private concerns don’t
have much power —it'sup to the
government to help,” he said.

Police blitz

late-night
venues

PHUKET: Police and provincial
government officers are raiding
entertainment venues around the
island up to 20 times a month to
ensure they are not trading past
the 1 am deadlinefor closing.
Provincia Chief Adminis-
trative Officer (Palad) Vichan
Busapavanich said, “[Police and
provincial government officerg]
are checking [venues] up to 20
times a month ... to ensure that
they are following government
policy.”
Palad Vichan explained
that the raids follow complaints
about some venues staying open
past the 1 am curfew. “There are
complaints about why some
places can stay open beyond 1
am, but most must close,” hesaid.
“Thesame conditions apply
tovenuesin Pattaya, Chiang Mai
and Phuket, and that is that they
must close at 1 am,” he added.
Palad Vichan said that only
two venues in Phuket were a-
lowed to stay open until 2 am —
the Blue Marina at Phuket Mer-
lin Hotel and T-2 club near The
Metropolehotel.
“This is because of the li-
censesthey used to hold,” he ex-
plained.
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neglect

NAKHON NAY OK: The recent
spate of incidents involving in-
sects laying their eggsin human
orifices took a new and disturb-
ing turn on May 8, when the
mother of a newborn found 10
maggots living inside the belly-
button of her two-day-old son.

Mother-to-be Chananthida
Kusonsarng, 25, was admitted to
Nakhon Nayok Hospital on May
3 when her waters broke earlier
than expected.

Three days later she gave
birth to ason, Sumate, by Cesar-
ean section. As the infant was
born well before term and came
into theworld weighing lessthan
2.2 kilograms, doctorsat the gov-
ernment medical facility decided
to keep the child in the hospital’s
incubator until he grew stronger.

Two dayslater, nursesat the
hospital reunited mother and
child and were giving K. Chanan-
thida basic hygiene and caretips
for the baby. During the session,
the mother was appalled to find
10 plump, white maggots, each
four to fivemillimetersin length,
squirming about in the baby’s
navel.

Staff at the hospital imme-
diately went into “it wasn't us’
mode, saying the maggots prob-
ably found their way into the
baby from a towel provided by
relatives — or perhaps by “un-
cleanliness’” on the part of the
mother.

A distraught K. Chanan-
thidavehemently denied this, ar-
guing that the baby had been in
the hospital’s care — not hers —
from the moment he was born.

She quickly transferred the
child to Mittraphap Hospital in
neighboring Saraburi Province,
wherelittle Sumate was success-
fully treated for omphalitis and
diarrhea, and is now reported as
healthy, strong and maggot-free.

Source: Kom Chad Luek
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SHIP-SHAPE OR

hailand is a member of
the International Mari-
time Organization
(IMO) and a signatory
to the body’s convention on
Safety Of Life At Sea(SOLAYS).

Firstdrawnupin 1914 —in
response to the sinking of the
“unsinkable” RMS Titanic —and
updated frequently since then to
reflect advances in technology
and lessons|learned from various
maritime accidents, the aim of
SOLAS regulations is to ensure
that seatravel isas safe asit can
be.

SOLAS recommendations
vary for each type of vessel, but
a SOLAS-compliant liveaboard
boat should have watertight bulk-
heads, to slow down sinking in
an emergency, and should befit-
ted with an Emergency Position-
Indicating Radio Beacon
(EPIRB) that emitsadistresssig-
nal automatically on contact with
water.

SOLAS-compliant vessels
should have adequate lifeboat
seating for those on board, and
each of the lifeboats should be

pragmatic approach toward the
SOLAS recommendations, ap-
plying them only to boatsthat sail
beyond Thai territorial waters.

That said, any liveaboard
that isnot SOLA S-compliant but
putsinto aport in aforeign coun-
try that does recognize SOLAS
—Malaysia or Indonesia, for ex-
ample—will bebarred from leav-
ing that port by the local harbor-
master until the captain can show
that it does comply.

According to Phuket Ma-
rine Office inspector Pongphan
Prayongkul, the only life-saving
equipment a diveboat operating
solely in Thai waters must carry
is: lifejackets for everyone on
board, plus spares of 5% (for ex-
ample, for every 100 passengers,
there must be 105 lifejackets);
some form of radio communica-
tion; fire extinguishers on the
bridge, in the engine room, gal-
ley and rooms where passengers
gather; and at least two life
buoys. Boats over 30 tons must
also have adinghy.

While there are boats that
do carry more than this legal

fitted with a SART minimum, there
— Search And Res- “Boat safety are, according to
cue Transponder — equipment is one source in the

to make the life-
boat visible on ra-
dar.

Ideally, ves-
sels should also
have equipment
that will enable
them to contact and
be tracked by the
IMO’s satellite-
based Global Mari-
time Distress and
Safety  System
(GMDSS), and life
jacketsshould bein
good condition and
of a design that
makesit easier for thethe wearer
to stay upright in the water, even
if unconscious.

In Thailand at present
though, the only boats that must
be SOLAS-compliant are those
that operate in Tha and interna-
tional waters.

The Thai authorities, ap-
parently aware that it would be
almost impossibleto make every
boat in Thailand SOLAS-com-
pliant, appear to have adopted a

checked every year
when the boat’s
registration is
renewed, but we
don't have enough
officers to check
every boat every day,
although we do carry
out random

inspections.

— Phuket Marine Office
inspector Pongphan
Prayongkul

Phuket diveindus-
try who asked not
to be named, oth-
ers that comply
with the law, but
no more.

A number of
liveaboard opera
tors own their
boats, while oth-
ers lease them
fromthird parties.
Thai law saysthat
the captain alone
bears responsibil-
ity for the state of
the vessel. This
allows the operators to legally
distance themselvesfrom theis-
sue of on-board safety.

Although operatorsmay en-
sure their boats are safe accord-
ing to Tha law the source be-
lievesthey also haveamoral ob-
ligation to ensure true customer
safety. This is particularly rel-
evant as customers may not be
aware of the safety standards met
by the boat they are on.

Hesaid: “| believe Western
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From the photographs on websites and the brochures avail-
able around the island, a liveaboard dive cruise from Phuket
looks like a luxurious experience.

The cabins are comfortable; the food is good and plentiful
and because the dive company operator is a farang, then it must

surely be safe. But is it really?

After three diveboat sinkings in five years — the most re-
cent being on April 11 this year when the MY Rhapsody, carry-
ing customers from Kata’s Oceanic Divecenter, sank in just six
minutes off the Surin Islands, leaving crew and passengers in
the water for seven hours before they were rescued, some are
now beginning to wonder whether Phuket’s liveaboard hoats
are as safe as they are stylish. The Gazette takes a look be-

neath the glossy image.

tourists, knowing the strict regu-
lations in their own countries,
automatically assume that [Phu-
ket] boatswith nice websitesand
Western management are prop-
erly equipped.”

There is “enormous resis-
tance” among dive operators to
increasing safety on their boats,
he added.

Pricesfor liveaboard cruis-
es range from just over US$100
(3,500 baht) per person per day
to US$300 (10,000 baht) or more.

Liveaboards on offer range
from cheap-and-cheerful tripson
boats offering basic accommoda-
tion and facilities at rock-bottom
pricesto fully-serviced cruiseson
boatsthat resemblefloating five-
star hotels, with plush roomsand
gourmet food.

Operators, especially those
of two- or three-star liveaboard

“...to get anything through
any central government you
need influence, authority and
persistence and we are not
in a position to do that.”

Alistair Beveridge, president
of the Dive Operators Club of
Thailand (DOCT).

cruises, are under tremendous
pressure to keep costs down.

Thailand has a reputation
for being a cheap place to dive,
and with what the Gazette source
described as “ enormous supply”
in Phuket, competition for cus-
tomers is fierce, especialy in
these post-tsunami times.

Even if operators do resist
the temptation to keep costs
down by cutting corners on
safety, thereislittleincentivefor
them to invest in more than the
bare minimum required by Thai
law.

But Alistair Beveridge of
Rawai-based Sea King Divers,
and the current president of the
Dive Operators Club of Thailand,
(DOCT) believes that letting fi-
nance dictate safety is “a cop
out”.

Mr Beveridge also feels

o
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ALL FOULED UP?

that, when booking a a dive ex-
perience, most touristsdo not as-
sociate pricewith safety, and that
budget-conscious divers who
choose an operator purely be-
causeitisthe cheapest dosoin
the belief that the company is
“doing everything by the book”.

The Phuket-based DOCT —
motto: “ Safety, Education, Eco-
friendly, Service” — has been
criticized for not doing enough
to drive up safety standardsinthe
Phuket dive industry, but Mr
Beveridge says the club’s hands
aretied.

It isup to the Thai govern-
ment to decide what standards of
safety are appropriate for boats
in Thai waters, he maintains.

The DOCT is a club with-
out any legal clout; it cannot re-
aly influencethelegidative pro-
cess, he explains.

“You can send lettersto the
government, but you might not
get an answer.

“We are talking about na-
tional government here, and to
get anything through any central
government you need influence,
authority and persistence and we
are not in a position to do that,”
he told the Gazette.

“We can pass on informa-
tion to our members about new
regulations and the like, but as
far aschanging Thai law goes, we
can't do that, [even if] people
think we havethe power to march
through government buildingsin
Bangkok.”

“It'sfairly evident that there
should be a set standard and ev-
ery boat should haveto meet this,
but it has to come from the gov-
ernment, and becausethegovern-
ment hasn’'t done this, some op-
erators ... have only the mini-
mum equipment, he continued.

“They will dowhat they are
supposed to do, but no more.”

Chalong Pier is the point of departure for many divers keen to explore the balmy blue waters off
Phuket, but are impotent organizations, lax regulations and law-breaking captains putting lives at

undue risk?

But what about the “moral
obligation” that two interviewees
mentioned?

Mr Beveridge agrees that
operators have a moral duty to
operate safely, but the DOCT
cannot impose safety standards
on them—or even enforcethe ex-
isting safety laws.

“We are not a police insti-
tution,” he pointed out.

“The only sanction we can
introduce [ agai nst someonewho]
hasn't met the minimum safety
requirementsisto throw them out
of the club ... that's the only
sanction we can [apply].

“We can’t fine them, we
can’'t enforce something unless
thereis aregulation to enforce,”
he said

ﬁ ﬂ gewef ..{)e.r:_gn
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Refuting suggestions that
the DOCT is complacent, Mr
Beveridge said: “For somebody
to say that, they don’t know the
dive industry or DOCT ... We
can advise people that ‘this is
what you should have’, but we
can't enforcethis, we don't have
the legal or administrative au-
thority to do that.”

Over the past five years,
three Phuket-based diveboats
have sunk.

“But,” continued Mr Bev-
eridge, “When you consider ...
al the dive boats, from little
daytrip ones to gigantic live-
aboards, the number of accidents
isvery, very small compared with
the number of passengers [car-
ried].”

A UNIQUI

The Marine Office's K.
Pongphan believesthat Thai law
on boat safety isadequate asitis
—solong asit is obeyed and so
long as his office has enough staff
to enforceit.

“l think the law is good
enough, if boat operators follow
it, but our big problem at the
moment is with boats not carry-
ing enough life-saving equip-
ment,” he said.

“Boat safety equipment is
checked every year when the
boat’s registration is renewed,
but we don’t have enough offic-
ersto check every boat every day,
although wedo carry out random
inspections when boats are in
port.

Wedon't havetheresources

to check on boats while they are
out at sea, however.”

Regardless of whether the
dive operator actually owns the
boat or leases it from a third
party, it is the captain who is ul-
timately responsiblefor ensuring
that it complies with all safety
laws, said K. Pongphan.

“It is the captain who de-
cides not to put to sea if he or
she decides that the vessel is not
carrying enough life-saving
equipment.

“Captains know about the
marine law because they are
tested on it before they are li-
censed,” he said.

Itisalsothe captainwhois
held responsible in the event of
an accident, said K. Pongphan.

“Most boating accidents
result from the captain being neg-
ligent, such as being aware that
there may be a problem, but de-
ciding to risk doing something
anyway.”

Captains who are found to
have broken thelaw can befined
and have their licenses revoked.

Even if every boat in Phu-
ket were SOLAS-compliant, itis
unrealistic to think that there
would never be another sinking.
Itis, however, possibleto reduce
the chances of an accident hap-
pening, and to increase the
chances of survival for those on
board, if one does.

As Bianca Hein, editor of
the new yacht industry magazine
Sam Marine — which in July
launches a series of articles on
“Safety at Sea’ — put it:

“There is always a safety
risk when going to sea—whether
one goesto seain adinghy, or a
state-of-the-art cruiser.

“Humans make mistakes
and equipment, particularly at
seq, can fail. But it ispossibleto
make arisk a‘safe’ risk.”
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Capturing reflections
through alifelong lens

By Anongnat Sartpisut

hotographs, whether

conventional or digital,

are a great way of re-

cording people, places
and events. Somepicturesarein-
tensely personal and relevant
only to the photographer and the
subject. Others, though, are
meant to be shared.

Andthisisthe casewiththe
5,800 or so pictures taken of
Phuket by Japanese photographer
Ono Takeo, who has been work-
ing ontheisland for the past three
years.

Mr Takeo told the Gazette
he moved to Phuket because
“Phuket is so beautiful; | love
Phuket.”

Mr Takeo, whowasbornin
1949, became aprofessional pho-
tographer when he was 25 years
old.

He has won many awards
in Japan, the most notable being
6" place in the Japan Photo Cul-
ture Association’s All Japan
Photo Contest.

He has also won The Kan-
to Photo Contest by Professional
Photographer competition six
times, and the Tochigi Prefec-
ture Governor’s prize in the
Tochigi Photo Contest countless
times.

A graduate of the Tokyo
Institute of Polytechnics, Mr
Takeo started taking pictures
when he was 14 years old. His
first photographs were of chil-
dren and hisneighbors. When he

ABOVE: Just two of Ono Takeo’s photographs on display at
the Phuket Public Library, on Bang Yai Rd in Phuket City, until

May 29.

RIGHT: Ono Takeo was so determined to become a great photo-
grapher that he worked entire weekends at a time learning the
art — and causing his family to worry about his health.

was 16 years old, he set up his
own darkroom at home.

He spent so many hours
practising photography — some-
times from midnight until 6 am
and for wholeweekendsat atime
—that his family began to worry
about his health.

But Mr Takeo was deter-
mined become agreat photogra-
pher. Hesaid, “1 loveto take pic-
tures of children and people, and
of sunsets. No two sunsets are
alike—they aredl different. | also

like to pictures that reflect emo-
tions.

“A good photographer must
be patient, and be prepared to
wait for hours for the perfect
shot. | go to the beach to take
sunset pictures 60 times ayear —
at least onceaweek —asit’s nec-
essary to wait for the best sun-
set,” said Mr Takeo.

It is unrealistic to expect
every shot on a36-exposurefilm
to be great, according to Mr
Takeo.

He said, “Maybe one of
those pictures is a great shot.
However, sometimes none of
them are any good.”

In the three years he has
been in Phuket, Mr Takeo has
taken thousands of photographs
of all manner of subjects, but in
the “ Shutter By Two” exhibition
at Phuket Public Library until
May 29, he decided to hang
mainly pictures of local beaches
and the Andaman Sea.

Mr Takeo is completely

unpretentious about his art.
“Phuket has many things to take
picturesof and | liketo live here
and take pictures here,” he says.

“We can use photosto pro-
mote provincial tourism and en-
courage more people to come to
Phuket.”

Mr Takeo can be contacted at 74/
143 Phonphol Rd, Muang, Phuket
83000 or at Tel: 09-2904486
(Japanese) or via K. Fumiko at
Tel: 07-2688159 (English).

WARNING: SELLING ALCOHOL TO PERSONS UNDER 18 YEARS OLD IS ILLEGAL

When the tafte if pervect.
/T can be the [iart of a_friendfiip.
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Convicts. out

bout 1,600 soon-to-be-

released prisonerswill

be able to start their

own businessventures
when they get out of jail, thanks
to a new 250-million-baht loan
scheme from the Government
Savings Bank.

Justice Minister Suwat
Liptapanlop said the Corrections
Department reached an agree-
ment with the bank to provide
1,600 prisoners with collateral-
free loans ranging from 15,000
baht to 50,000 baht. Screening of
inmates to receive the loans will
begin in June.

For those who need loans
of more than 50,000 baht, the
ministry will guarantee these
from the Bank for the Develop-
ment of Small and Medium-
Sized Businesses. The loans
would allow newly-released in-
mates to start careers and turn
over a new leaf, thus reducing
their chances of recidivism, K.
Suwat said

Counter-culture: Televison sta-
tions agreed to the Culture Min-
istry’s request to cut back on
prize-related SMSpollsand quiz-
zesintheir programs, butinsisted
they could not discontinue the
practice at once because pro-
grams scheduled for broadcast
had already been recorded and
therewasnoway of erasing SMS
prize segments from them.

The Culture Ministry is-
sued the request to television
channels to cease the practice of
encouraging viewers to send in
short messages by cell phonesin
the hope of winning cash and gift
prizes.

It said the practice is “ex-
travagant”, places an unfair bur-
den on parents who have to pay
the phone bills for children who
take part, and might be a breach
of the Gambling Act.

Thelnterior Ministry isalso

of jail, Into business

Miss Universe contestant Helene Traasavik of Norway was
a big hit with the Thai media. The 19-year-old half-Thai
beauty calls Thailand her second home and is fond of Isarn
food. In addition to Thai, Miss Norway also speaks German,
French, English, Italian and Norwegian.

After a visit to Phuket, this year’s pageant culminates in
the finals on May 31 at the Dusit Thani Hotel in Bangkok.

expected to issuearegulative ban
on prize-related SMS polls and
guizzes within a month.

Creative extortion: The Elec-
tion Commission (EC) will pur-
sue a case against Akapol Sap-
poonpathom for impersonating

an EC officer in a bid to extort
money from political candidates.

The case dates back to last
July when the EC started receiv-
ing complaints from candidates
running for provincial adminis-
tration organizations chairman-
shipsinfour provinces. Thecan-

didates said that someone claim-
ing to be an EC official had de-
manded bribes from them.

K. Akapol pleaded guilty to
some of the charges, but not all.

“l didn't demand money
fromthem. But when | told them
of their alleged electoral frauds,
they offered it to me,” said K.
Akapol, adding that he received
a little over 200,000 baht from
the scam.

Prowler case: Police arrested
American teacher Steven Erik
Prowler, 56, for allegedly buying
sex from two boys aged under 18.

Prowler, a teacher of En-
glish, was charged with buying
sex from children, illegal deten-
tion of minors and molesting
children aged under 18. He said
thetwo boys, aged 15 and 16, had
sex with him willingly after
meeting him three years ago.

Acting on a tip-off, police
found Prowler inside the room
with the two boys, who said that
they sometimes met Prowler at
the apartment and let him per-
form sex acts on them for 250
baht each per session.

Police seized aphoto album
with nude pictures of more than
100 boys and an album contain-
ing pubic hair and signatures,
which Prowler kept as a souve-
nir after having sex with boys,
police alleged.

Canine catastrophe: Fivedogs
were killed at Wat Don Chan
temple in Chiang Mai, where
animal-welfare project Lanna
Dog Rescue (LDR) has been op-
erating for almost ayear.

LDR was established early
last year in response to the over-
whelming problem of Chiang
Mai’s stray dogs, many of which
end up in the city’s temples.

“We found three of [the
dogs] dead around a fire, along
with paws and organs stuck onto

sticks and left over the ashes —
these dogs were clearly killed to
be eaten,” said Karin Hawelka,
oneof LDR’ssix corevolunteers.

Children attending Wat
Don Chan school told LDR mem-
bersthat two more dogswerere-
moved from the temple by em-
ployees connected to Wat Don
Chan. They are suspected of be-
ing involved in the killings.

Capital conversion: A 600-rai
plot of land in Rangsit District of
Pathum Thani Province has
emerged astheleading contender
for the new Parliament building,
based on apparent backing from
Prime Minister Thaksin Shin-
awatra.

Owned by Thai Asset Man-
agement Corp, the land appears
to be the best site for the new
Parliament building, said Deputy
Prime Minister Wissanu Krea-
Ngam.

Nibbling at knowledge: Prime
Minister Thaksin Shinawatra
launched the National Institute
for Brain-based Learning (N1BL)
as part of efforts to raise Thai
children’s1Q levels.

NIBL isone of eight agen-
ciesunder the aegis of the Office
of Knowledge Management and
Development, set up by the Thak-
sin administration.

The PM has championed
the launch of such an institution
asameans of popularizing intel-
ligence-stimulating teaching
techniques to replace traditional
rote-learning methods.

The government hopes to
increase the number of students
who go to univeirsity. Today,
fewer than athird continue their
education after secondary schooal.

Around the Nation newsroundup
is sourced fromthe pages of The
Nation and Kom Chad Luek

newspapers.
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1
Plant Group Co., Ltd.
We supply cut flowers (Heliconias,
Orchids, etc), foliage and potted plants
direct from our nurseries in Phang Nga

and Phuket to hotels, restaurants, offices
and private homes.

Delivered by our own refrigerated truck
to ensure fresh, long-lasting products.

Tel: 01-4945423 (Ivan) or
01-8671217 (Marcus), or
email: ivan@plant-group.com

(|




8 PHUKET GAZETTE

AROUND THE REGION

May 21 - 27, 2005

t was a typically festive
Christmas evening at the
Jungle Bar, which had been

a popular spot on Phi Phi
Don for five years.

Theowner, Piyasak “ Choy”
Guntharungsi, 42, is a talented
artist, designer and musician. He
had organized areggae band that
night to celebrate the holiday.

Thenext morning, K. Choy
was awoken by one

Survival and revival

theidland, vowing to find away
to live there. He landed a job at
the Phi Phi Cabanaand hewould
never return to Bangkok.

K. Choy eventually opened
his own bar, The Crazy House,
the first on Phi Phi

of his staff, but no
sooner was he out-
side than he was en-
gulfed in the raging
waters. He some-
how emerged dlive,
finding himself
washed into Tonsai
Bay. Thekiller wave
had takenhiminand
had spat him out.
Others were

Don. “Itwassolong
ago, we didn’t even
have electricity,” he
reminisces.

The tragedy of
the tsunami crushed
the spirits of many
survivors. K. Choy
was not spared ei-
ther, and in his de-
spair he could not
fathom his losses.

not so lucky. Helost
his girlfriend and
longtime partner,
Aree. Three of his

C RO SS i poesed througn
THE BAY

him — grief, anger,
isolation and frustra-

staff members per- By Gus Reynolds tion —were difficult

ished, along with
friendsand associates. Hisdream
restaurant and bar were gone and
there was nothing was | eft to re-
mind him of hishard work. Noth-
ing, that is, except for the pain.

Born in Nakhon Si Tham-
marat, K. Choy studied architec-
ture and design in Bangkok. His
real love, however, was music,
and he soon switched facultiesto
study music.

Hisfirst trip to Koh Phi Phi
was as a tour guide about 20
yearsago and hefell inlovewith

to convey to others.

Instead, hetook hisfeelings
— anger directed at nature; frus-
tration at the authorities and his
thwarted hopes for the island’s
future — and put them to music.
AsK. Choy says, “We can’t just
sit around feeling sorry for our-
selves; we cannot wait.”

Sincethewave he haswrit-
tenalot of music, enoughto pro-
duce a CD: One Month, Not
Enough To Rebuild Our Lives.

Thesix songsonthe CD are
an emotiona rollercoaster ride.

Right: The Jungle
Bar before the
tsunami (top), and
what remains
today (bottom).

Below: K. Choy
‘We can’t just sit
around feeling
sorry for
ourselves; we

cannot wait.”

The Lesson of Loss was written
four days after the tsunami and
isfull of anger. Ruk Talay (Love
the Beach) and other songs cel-
ebrate the beauty of Phi Phi.

A DVD that accompanies
these songs has been produced,
with stunning underwater shots
of the areas around the Phi Phi
Islands, showing how little ma-
rinelifewasdamaged inthe area.

But music wasonly thefirst

step in the healing processfor K.
Choy. Surrounded by people in
pain, he decided it was time to
reach out. With the help of the
Aree Foundation, a French-sup-
ported charity, he hasbeen active
in numerous projects aiding vic-
tims of the tsunami.

K. Choy and thefoundation
have been able to help many
people whose needs were not
being met because of the slow

reaction of the authorities. From
direct assistance to training pro-
gramsin handicrafts, thefounda-
tion hasmade abigimpact onthe
lives of many Phi Phi residents.
K. Choy has also taken on
aguardianrolefor hisremaining
staff. With his partner at Le
Grand Bleu Restaurant, they have
opened the Jungle Bar Krabi, a
stylish restaurant in Krabi Town.
While keeping his staff to-
gether andinjobs, K. Choy, with
his talent for design, has created
one of themost appealing restau-
rantsin the area.
Asked about the future of
Phi Phi, K. Choy says, “Mother
Nature has returned Phi Phi to
[how it was] 20 years ago. Now
we have achanceto doit right.”
He doesn't careif the gov-
ernment tellshim he can’t rebuild
on the beach, because “ Safety is
most important.” But he worries
that Phi Phi will returnto thedays
when people did whatever they
wanted, whenever they wanted.
K. Choy will return to the
island when thetimeisright, and
oncethenew location for hisres-
taurant and bar is determined. In
the meantime, his story of sur-
vival, and revival is an inspira-
tion for those around him.

K. Choy can be contacted at
Email: junglebar_koh-pp@yahoo.

ANOTHER QUALITY PROJECT FROM LAND & HOUSES

[Land & Houses Park Phuket
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For further information, please contact our office:
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MARRIOTT MARVEL: Theera Kanjana (left), Food & Beverage Director at £
the JW Marriott Phuket Resort & Spa, receives the company’s Chairman SHE SELLS SEA SHELLS: Phuket Provincial Administration Organization President
Award from JW “Bill” Marriott Jr at the company’s Global General Manager Anchalee Vanich-Thepabutr hands a Phuket pearl to Ali Bin Abdul Wahab of the
Conference 2005, held in Florida. The award recognized his outstanding Department of Tourism and Commerce Marketing for Dubai at the Arabian Travel Market
lifesaving actions during and after the December 26 tsunami. in the UAE, earlier this month.

FUNKY FINANCE: Thai model Odette Henriet Jacomin (front, in white boots)
and Phoonsin Sinthanaphat (4" from right), Vice-President of the Phuket Branch BIG HEARTS: Chantal Keypour (left) and Ayelet Hematian (right) share a smlle with
of Thanachart Bank, announce the Phuket launch of the bank’s “Thanachart Phuket kids during their recent visit to deliver 10,000 toys to children of families
Smart Money” promotion, with guests National Finance Managing Director affected by the tsunami. The toy charity drive, called “World of Good, Children Helping
Bandit Cheevadhanarak (2" from left) and National Finance’s First Vice- Children”, was organized by the Chabad School of Science and Humanities, in New
President Somkuan Chaicharoen (3 from right). York, on behalf of 120 schools in the US.

WARM WELCOME: Prakrit Hansuekkaew (right), Marketing & Sales Manager of

FAMILY THAIS: Dr Pranee Sakulplpatana (2nd from right) celebrates the recent water heater makers Stiebel Eltron (Thailand), and fellow staff were in Patong
grand opening of her Acupuncture and Rehabilitation Clinic, in Phuket City, with recently for Stiebel’s annual dealer conference. The event was held in Phuket to
her mum, Assoc Prof Pranee Sakulpipatana (right) and her father, K. Supachai. mark the opening of Stiebel Eltron’s customer service center in Thalang.

Te get your card, e-mail
shopper@phuketgazette.net

! .,Ff"} or call Anna at 076-236555
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heinvitationthat arrived
inthemail reminded me
that | had graduated
from secondary school
40 years ago and it was time to
haveagrand classreunion, acel-
ebration of survival.
| looked in the mirror and
saw that, indeed, 40 years had
passed. Gravity had moved my
weight from my chest to my
stomach and hips; the hair on my
head had gone and my face had
lost its boyish charm.
| panicked, thinking | would
bethe old guy at thisreunion. Not
willing torisk being humiliated by
having lived so long, | asked
Phuket’smost famous plastic sur-
geon, Dr Sanguan Kunaporn —
who has transformed men into
women and old bodiesinto young
—what he could do for me.
“Sorry, Khun Bruce, it'stoo
late. You've left it too long,” he
told me. Apparently, the process
of “lifting” thebody hasto begin
ahit earlier than at my advanced
age. Dr Sanguan recommended
instead a course

HOW TO FEEL

week of the proper training and
you'll look and feel like a new
man.”

Suddenly, | felt like | was
joining one of those reality TV
shows where | was supposed to
be transformed into someone al-
most unrecognizableto my form-
er self.

| am determined to get back
into size 32 pantsby July 8. I'm
afew sizeslarger than that now,
but | fully expect to trade my sag-
ging tits for some pectoral mus-
cles, and | want my bum back up
where it used to be.

A monthly membership at
Club Asia Fitness is less than
1,600 baht, and it includes free
classes in yoga, aerobics, fitball
and body balance and body pump.

It also includes

of exercise and
weight training.

| headed
straight for the
Club Asia Fit-
ness center in
the Royal Phuket
City Hotel. Club
Manager
WayneLunt did
alengthy assess-
ment and didn’t
give me a hard
time when |
could not do a
proper sit-up or
push-up, but en-
couraged me to
work on the treadmill and ma-
chines designed to build muscle
mass on the upper part of the

“But | have only two
months to turn this body into
something that | can take back
to show friends from 40 years
ago,” | panicked.

“No problem,” Wayne as-
sured me. “Just three times a
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With Bruce Stanley

free use of the
swimming pool
and discountson
spatreatments. |
plan to take ad-
vantage of all
these options to
get the body |
want injust eight
weeks.

Figuring the 8:
Not content to
work just on my
body, I’ vejoined
the“Circleof 8",
a group of heal-
ers and thera-
pists on Phuket. Movement
therapy specialist Rhonda
Clarke coordinates free meet-
ingsfor thoseinterested in work-
ing toimprovetheir physical and
mental health.

“We have agrowing aware-
ness that healing and the road to
vibrant health are about more
than manipulating the muscles.
They involvelooking at the total

S [}
ohew /
Whine - ground pool
ﬁl!f-"i?f £ 1o & meles

!' Jully equipped

It's gotta go: Wayne Lunt (left) and the belly that's going to be
turned into an impressive set of abs.

person on both aphysical andin-
tuitivelevel,” she says.

Everyoneisinvited to join
Phuket's healers at Evolve Spa
in the Treetops Resort at Surin
Beach on Saturday mornings, to
find out about ways to improve
their health and sense of well-
being.

Recently, | sat in a group
with Isabelle Ott, one of Phu-

ket'sforemost painters and heal-
ers, and Simone Teillet, a tal-
ented teacher of gyro-kinesis—a
combination of yoga, dance and
Pilates. Simone is also a skilled
reader of tarot and oracle cards.

The Circle of 8 includes
teachers of tai chi, Tibetan en-
ergy balancing, naturopathy, qi
gong, yoga, chakra cleansing,
breathwork, and something of

particular interest to me — bi-po-
lar therapy.

I’vegot only eight weeksto
clean my auras and balance my
chakras.

If you want more informa:
tion about this group of healers,
email |sabelleat madame _solare
@hotmail.com or Rhonda at
phurgis@Ioxinfo.co.th
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A NEW MAN

Left: All right, PUSH! Volunteers help to shift
the Aumgaia off the beach.

Below: Good job. OB Wetzell (right) retrieves
his pants after helping in the successful
rescue mission.

o,

Cain reenabled: \When | got the
call from Tom Keator, Project
Manager at DMG Thailand
about an Indian sailing dhow
being beached on the sands of
Bang Tao Bay, | rushed to check
it out.

| arrived to find such local
notables as OB Wetzell and
Colin MacKay in the water

pushing the big, beautiful, wooden
dhow, trying to dislodge it from
the shore.

The Aumgaia belongs to
Mark Cain, who bought the 55-
year-old dhow to use as a char-
ter boat in local waters.

By day, Mark operates
Light Sound Image at Tinlay
Placeandinstallsaudio-visual and

lighting systemsin all thebest vil-
lason theisland.

Thisenterprising Brit, who
has been working in Asiafor 25
years, designed the light and
sound system for the palace of
the Sultan of Brunei, as well as
for the Merlion on Singapore's
Sentosa |sland.

Heisaso an avid sailor, a
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winner of prizes in Phuket’'s
King's Cup Regatta. When he
spotted a notice that the tradi-
tional sailing dhow was on offer,

he jumped at the chance to buy
her.

Mark spent monthsrevamp-
ing and customizing the Aumgaia
for charter. While hewasresting
the dhow off Bang Tao Bay,
though, the anchor chain broke
and the dhow drifted ashore.

But thanks to the help of
some good friends, the Aumgaia
is now back afloat, and Mark is
happy to receive inquiries for
charter, starting at 20,000 baht a
day. Cal himat Tel: 09-8733952.

Larking about: Anthony Lark
knows how to throw a great
party. The Trisara GM honed his
skills during his years at the
Amanpuri, and he hasn’t lost his
touch.

He recently attracted ac-
claimed international DJ the
lovely Lisa Loud (see Gazette
issue of May 7 for the defini-
tive interview) to Trisara for a
blow-out summer party, an ex-
ample of how Anthony wants
to open the resort’s arms to the
community.

“We plan to have a num-
ber of events at Trisara and we
hope that those wanting a great
timein aspectacular setting will
joinus,” he enthused. “It'stime
we got back to having some fun.
We welcome the island to Tri-
sara.”

Certainly the Lisa Loud
event brought Phuket’s Beautiful
People out for the occasion, in-
cluding legendary men-about-
town Lars Ydmark and Martin
Carpenter.

Thedance concert washeld
under a sky full of stars. Nick
Anthony of Indigo Redlty arrived
from a yacht moored just off
shore and there was a stunning
collection of d most-too-beautiful
Thai young women draped
around their dates; it was an un-
forgettable evening.
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International Baccalaureats
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N Swimsuit

SenSes

SenSes Health & Beauty Clinique in Bang Tao, in conjunction
with Phuket Mermaids, recently hosted a summer swimsuit
fashion show that was attended by about 50 lucky onlookers.

Some of the models, chosen for their youth and freshness,
were girls who live on the island — so don't be surprised if you see
some familiar faces.

Now that the rains have come, some of us might not want to
wear our swimsduits until the sunny weather returns. Until then, let's
get fit, and enjoy the show!

View
Thailand’'s
LARGEST
portfolio of
Classified Ads
— more than
2,500
of them — and
place your ad.

Seethe
Phuket Gazette
Onlineat

www.phuketgazette.net

SHADE SAILS

for wherever your imagination can use them

Now manufactured right here in Phuket
to Australian specifications

resorts

pools

patios

gardens

shops

schools

carparks AL
restaurants :-::-I' =
bars =

wialkways

Discover exolic deslinations

SHADES (Thailand) Co..Ltd.
M Tel: 076-323600 www.shades.co.th

shades [ S S g

snorkeling or simply enjoy

For infermation snd reservatons,
call our sabes aiice,

" located at the Boal Lagoan on

T2 30Ti0 or D18943234
WwWw. lawanc s com
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hether the Pershing

series of motor

yachts is named

after the US gen-
eral who commanded American
forces in Europe during World
War |, the missile, or the tank is
unknown.

The name, however, con-
jures up images of power, pres-
ence and range, and the Pershing
43 has all three qualities, and
more. There's also one for sale
in Phuket.

Launched in October 2003
and offered for sale by Lee Ma-
rine — the owner is upgrading to
alarger vessel —this svelte sport
cruiser oozes amuscularly femi-
nine charm like that of a well-
toned athlete — think of Serena
Williams — even when moored.

Yet character and the
“wow” factor are just the initial
attractions. The real test is what
Mamboislikein action.

It doesn't take long to get
Mambo under steam, heading out
from Boat Lagoon Marina with
the gentle purr of the twin 630hp
MAN dieselsannouncing her ar-
rival tothe early-morning day trip-
pers sitting bleary-eyed waiting
for their transport.

Those bleary eyes turn to-
ward Mambo and, suddenly, their
holiday highlight (by comparison)
doesn’'t seem quite so exciting.

Mambo, as with the entire
range of Pershing vessels, mar-
riesadynamic exterior with com-
fortable and well-equipped rest
and interior areas.

Despiteits“West Atlantic”
sounding name, Pershing is an
Italian company and part of the
Ferretti group; Europeanflair and
restrained opulence echo
throughout the boat, from the
polished cherry woodwork inthe
two cabins, galley and dinette to
the hydraulic passerelle, finished
in stainless steel and teak.

Martin Holmes, GM of Lee
Marine, explainsthat thisisade-
sign feature more commonly
found on European boats because
it istraditional to moor them aft-
first. “It can take 250 kilograms,”
heexplains. “ Anditisilluminated,
which makes boarding at night,
perhaps after a drink or two, far
easier.”

Mr Holmes pushes the
throttles forward and Mambo's
bow rises satisfyingly intotheair.
“Her top speed is 36 knots,” he
continues. “But just feel that ac-
celeration...”

Surprisingly, despitethein-
crease in speed, the engine noise

Mambo has a top speed of 36 knots and a range of 250 nautlcal m|Ies Fast and nlmble, sheis also, at the same time, very comfortable.

ALL AT SEA

— although lusty — is still quiet
enough to allow onversation.
Thehull of the Pershing 43
is designed for speed, but not at
the expense of comfort and prac-
ticality. Sheisafinely balanced
boat — the trim adjusters tend to

be employed frequently —and the
sensation at speed is not unlike

being on anice skate; but where-

as a skate cuts in, Mambo slices

through.

Mr Holmes banks Mambo
at 30° and a pleasant rush of
blood comes to the head. “ Any-
one can master a Pershing 43 in
aday,” he notes.

Asif to provethis, he hands
over thehelmtothereviewer. The

most noti ceabl e aspect upon tak-

ing control of her isthe supreme

visihility fromthebridge.
Thedeck, while sensuously
long (something every great

sporting vehicleshould have) does

not obscurevision. Fulvio Di Si-
moni, the 43's designer, worked

raremagic to achievethisbaance

between necessary visibility and
desired sex appeal.
Mambo is a forgiving mis-

tress to the novice master, and
oncetheinitial trepidation of hav-
ing 1,260hp on tap has faded,
pushing her through a series of
tight turns — aided by her pin-
sharp handling — presents no
problem.

Described by Mr Holmes
as “an ideal weekend boat”, the
Pershing 43 can carry 10 people,
thoughit feelsasthough shecould
carry more without feeling
cramped.

Themaster berthinthe bow
has a double bunk and probably
more spacethan aroominamid-
pricehotd. Itislight and airy, with
plenty of room to maneuver, and
has its own bathroom with trav-
ertinemarblesink top and voguish
stainless-stee fittings.

Moving aft, the galley, to
port, is afluid shape that is aes-
thetically pleasing and practical;
straight lines below deck waste
space and make simple actions,
such as squeezing past someone,
more difficult than necessary, —
even in a spacious vessel like
Mambo.

The galley has a two-ring
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quatiny service and has alse prepared the
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ceramic hotplate, stainless-steel
sink and 115-liter fridge freezer
(there is another ice box on the
bridge).

Immediately aft of the gal-
ley isthe 43's control panel and,
below this, a widescreen Sony
TV and DVD player. The music
center — taken from a car — has
a 10-CD changer.

The aft cabin — a twin —
featuresauseful amount of space
used creatively, taking into ac-
count the confinesimposed by the
adjacent companionway and, to
starboard, the aft head and
shower.

Thedinette hasagood-sized
folding table, ample space onthe
guarter-circle sofa and a view
toward the TV. Mambo is equip-
ped with folding fabric blinds
throughout, as well as mosquito
screens for all portholes — part
of the “tropical” upgrade which
alsoincludesapowerful air-con-
ditioning system for the cabins,
saloon and cockpit.

Above, the cockpit has a
generous seating areain resilient
white vinyl and a folding table,

See the Gazette website for details
of more than 250 other offers

PhuketGazette. Net'Shopper

and just aft of this is the stern
sundeck, which affords passen-
gers one of the best views of
Mambo’s power. Lie down here
with a large gin and tonic and
watch the sea boil as the four-
blade nickel-aluminum-bronze
props churn the water. Bliss.

The Pershing 43 has a fuel
capacity of 1,400 litersin a
centerlinetank and twin 418-liter
water tanks are configured for
balanced trim. Her fuel capacity
gives her arange of around 250
nautical miles (about 460 kilome-
ters).

Mr Holmes points out that,
at just 3.8 meters from hull bot-
tom to radar arch — her draft is
1.3m — Mambo can dlip easily
under the Sarasin Bridge, even at
hightide.

The boat is on the market
for 495,000 euros (about 25 mil-
lion baht).

For more information, contact
Mr Holmes (Tel: 076-238803,
01-8917057; Email: martin@
leemarine.com; Website: www.
leemarine.com).

207% discourits for the reslaurand
5 spa al The Mangosisan

Resort & Spa

E8ld Moo T, Soi Mangosteon,

T. Rawrai, Phioket, B34100,

Tel: D76-ZBG300

Fax: 0T6-2B9389

emait nfofimargostesn-phuket oom
wiwrw.mangosteen-phuket. com
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Dusit Laguna Resort Hotel receptionist Saowapark
Boonsadao hands a ‘We Love Phuket’ sticker to
Briton Joe Walford, during his and his wife's first
visit to Phuket. They said they will be very happy
to show people at home that they love Phuket.

ver the past few Weeks it seems that almost everyone on the island is going sticker crazy, plastering the

Gazette's ‘We Love Phuket’ sticker on their cars — and anywhere else they think it looks good. The Gazette team
recently went around town and caught a few sticker-philes in the act.

If you already have a ‘We Love Phuket’ sticker on your car, keep your eye on the Rak Mak! Awards each week
in the Gazette. Last week you could have won a dinner for two at Mom Tri's Boathouse in Kata, or at Rockfish in
Kamala. Other prizes include round-trip Phuket-Singapore air tickets from Silkair, a two-night stay including breakfast at . - -

. . Montha Thongson (right) collects her prize of dinner
the Holiday Inn Phuket, a cash prize of 2,500 baht, and much, much more. for two at Mom Tri's Boathouse from the Gazette's

If you haven't got a sticker yet, call Khun Pam at Tel 076-236555 or email LovePhuket@PhuketGazette.net Vallapa "Pam" Bunnak just one week after putting
her sticker on her car.

'

A e

ENG 1215 BN = W The popular Khun
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her staff and
customers with
stickers in hand.

Wayne “Red” Graham couldn’t wait to
get his hands on a sticker.

ABOVE: Tukta Supap (Ieft) of SFX Coliseum cinema at Central
Festival Phuket, hands two movie lovers ‘We Love Phuket’
stickers just as they are leaving the cinema. Both said they’ll
put their stickers on their cars immediately and look forward to
winning prizes soon.
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Phuket Diary

May 21
Canadian Expat Night. Canadians & guests areinvited to join
in an evening of good old Canadian rock 'n’ roll. Put on your
favorite jeans and T-shirt and rock the night away! Come out
and catch up with old and new friends, enjoy cheap drinks and
free appetizers. There will be prizes, too.

Location: Karma Lounge Music Café, on the corner of
Patak & Bangla Rds, Karon Plaza, Karon. Event time: 8 pm.
Contact: Marshall or Reinhard on Tel: 04-8429640 or 01-
8920960. Email: mow449@yahoo.com

May 23
Visakha BuchaDay. May 23isasubstitution holiday for Viskha
Bucha Day, which fallson May 22. It isapublic holiday, there-
fore banks and most government offices will be closed.

May 28-29

The 7" Air Asia Phuket I nter national Rugby 10s. Teamsfrom
around the world will be competing for the Clive Williamson
Memoria Trophy in the 7" AirAsia Phuket International Rugby
10s. Entry for spectatorswill befree, but fundswill be raised for
an orphans' scholarship fund in Khao Lak.

L ocation: Karon Municipal Stadium Event time: 8 amto 6
pm both days. Contact Patrick Cotter on Tel: 09-8731190 or
Email: phuketvagabondsrfc@yahoo.co.uk

July 21
Asarnha Bucha Day. Asarnha Bucha Day public holiday com-
memorates the first occasion when the Buddha, his teachings
and five discipleswere present together after his enlightenment.

July 21
Vassupanayika — Buddhist Lent Day. Following Vassupa-
nayika, monks are obliged to remain in a certain place, prefer-
ably amonastery, for aperiod of three monthsfrom the day after
Asarnha Bucha Day. It is a public holiday.

August 12
Birthday of HM Queen Sirikit. August 12 is the birthday of
HM Queen Sirikit, a public holiday and, by tradition, Mother’s
Day in Thailand.

p my way: It seems

that Outside In has

opened an indecorous

and appellative bag of
wormsever sincethe correct pro-
nunciation of Phuket was dis-
cussed init.

At www.davezilla.com the
writers enlarge on the subject of
place names, and it’s gratifying
to learn that there are several
other worldwidelocations sport-
ing far less attractive monikers
than thisisland’s.

To name but a few — Her-
bert’'sHole, Tyttenhangar, Minc-
ing Lane, Cock Pond, Pratt’s Bot-
tom and just plain old Nasty.

One contributor claims, “I
live about an hour away from
Hell.” Don't we all?

Danger! As there have been no
airline-passenger revolts, engine
failures or fuel spillages of late,
Phuket issettling downintorela-
tivetranquillity with only the oc-
casional cyber cock-up to mis-
lead the earnest would-be back-
packer.

“Phuket isrifewith seafood
restaurants” warns the ever
amusing and vegetable-inclined
www.thebackpacker.net

Thankfully, the site goes
on to assuage escal ating fears of
the slaughter of nose-pierced,
dreadlocked and fisherman-
panted vegetarian travelers at
the hands (or fins) of dead sea
bass and lifeless red snapper.

“...Pong Nga participates
in the yearly Vegetarian Festi-

A Good Pelt

For better or worse, Phuket has figured prominently in the world
news in recent months so it's an opportune time to welcome

you to the second edition of the
date of how the world sees us.

QUTSIDE

IN
By Lis Kinswoman

val,” it states with all the glee of
alettuce.

Hey, it may stink, but it's
veggie!

Nasty again. Some websites
seem determined to give Phuket
anegative spin.

One example is the rather
schizophrenic website www.
smarttravel asia.com, which asks
if Phuket or Penang is the real
“Pearl of the Orient” (although
“Pearl of the Andaman” is the
epithet usually applied to Phu-
ket), and the site'srelentlesslam-
basting of innocent old Patong
needs no embellishment from
this unaligned article.

“The City of Brazen Hus-
sies Who Will Do Unspeakable
Things... Patong has burst into
prominence — and dogged noto-
riety — like teenage acne. Thisis
where beetroot-faced travelers,
some bronzed black by the sun,

Phuket Gazette’s new weekly up-

assemble to strut their wobbling
cellulite...

“...where hammered tour-
ists hammer nailsinto sawed-off
tree trunks to demonstrate to the
ladies [that] they are a good
choice for an intellectua night
out.”

And you thought Pattaya
was raucous? | assure you that
this is supposedly “serious”
travel writing, albeit churned out
by a scribbler who would seem
to possessamarked dermatol ogi-
cal fixation. Where did he stay:
Patong Skin Clinic?

And another thing. The people
at www.newsfinder.com, who
normally do a pretty good job,
feature a photo of longtail boats
off abeach in Krabi above their
article about Phuket.

At least they had the good
senseto adjoin adisclaimer, dis-
tancing themselves from their
“writers” — obviously after bit-
ter and frustrating experiences
with erroneous, vegetable- and
skin-obsessed travel correspon-
dents.

No offenceto the Gazette's
own Ed Peters, mind.
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Get your brain
"y —: = SR . ‘g‘. . -‘x [ [ J D
THE FuN PAGE in gear with 56
FoR 348 0
FOR : The Monst jz (O
Jey SR e Monster Quiz .\ 4
THE FAMIEY
1.  Which biscuit is named better known by what 14. ThePolyarny Inletis
" after a 19"-century name? part of which body of
HI e n WO r S Italian revolutionary? water?
8.  Which aviatrix, on May . .
Hidden in the grid below are the names of at least 20 2. Which company in- 21,1932, touched down 15 Whofirst translated into
- - : vented these biscuits, in Northern Ireland after English The Rubaiyat of
metallic elements. The names may read vertically, hori- . ; Omar Khayyam?
. . and when? the first solo flight by a yyam:
zontally or diagonally. They may also read right-to-left or . ) )
. . . woman acrossthe Atlan- 15 \what isthe given name
down-to-up. Seeif you can find more than your family or |3, By what nameisthe tic Ocean? ' >3
. ; of golfer Tiger Woods?
friends. Score: 10 or more, good; 15 or more, very good,; creature Leptoptilus
20 or more. excellent. dubius better known? 9. Herm belongsto which 17. What —and in which
’ group of islands? year —was hisfirst PGA
4.  What is correct term for Major win?
SIMIAJA|JTIUINI|G|S|TJE|NJLJF]|R the branch of forestry 10. Port Florence, in Kenya,
LIE(U|T|S|I N]|L|B|K|G[W|L]|E|P dealing with the develop- is now known by what 18. 'Which singer was known
MIvIali ImlolT ImlolRIATCIVISTA ment and care of forests? name? as The Velvet Fog?
LIUINIBIM|DW[AJA[H|R|L |[BJU][K 5. Theadjective “toroida” 11. Thecity isthecapita of  19. Theradio cal-signs
BININITIOIDI|GIYIlAlJlIlDI|cCc!l|I |O describes what shape? which province? Broadsword and Danny
Boy appear in which
MIKJITIT|PIRIAJOINIS]TIK]QIX R 6. Whatnameisgiventoa 12. The Colossus of Rhodes 1960s novel and movie?
Q|H|J|CIM|Q|G|C|O|B|A|L|T|D|W toroidal chamber, as used was a statue of which
Llulslalklule i lalsl i TulelalT in nuclear fusion re- Greek god? 20. Which Madrid metro
search? line has the most sta-
LIY|IQ|A[B|E|L [UJU|D|Y|G|O|Y |C 13. Theauroraboredlis and tions, and how many?
clo|T|o]|v|P|L |A|c|M|M|O|X|E|O 7. Mieskuoro Huutgjat, aurora australis are known
violL v IBlo lEINTU MGz H < T from Oulu, Finland, are by what other names? Answers next week
R|G|U[A|A|I |G [w|w|u|z|[K|H]|M[A " 3 3 3 3
E|IDIL|{B|T{M[U]|JIT|ID|[I[R]IT]Y]|]S|N Nevera
PIg|F[x|Y|I|m[B|E|B|T|P|[N|[D]|T CrossWOrdl
PIB|CI[C[M[Z|TI|V|IVIW|IJ|FIM|[P]A
O|E|K[H|M|F|[G|A|G|K|[C|U|A|Y L Across
CIT|Y|[O|JA|X|R|O|IN|Q|IN|L|[O[N]|U 1.  Amserdamisthecapital of
B|T|S|Q|G|I|L|B|U|[I|[L|M|R|O([M 7‘[‘;&%‘%ﬂim
N[OIX|Q|IN|D|Z|VIT|A|JU[M]A[M]I 8. Plotor plan.
T(I|K|G|E|U[M|A[D[M|E[M]J]I [R 10. MsMonroe, movie star.
olG|T|G|S|G|L |I |R|R|O|K|[Q]|T]|O 11-YeaLbetweaﬂcollegeand
work.
BIKITIRITIPIVITICIBIQIOIDINING 43 Fyjlowlikeabloodhound?
VIKIX|FIUM|OJU|T|R]YJU|F|A|D 14. Itemsbrought into acoun-
CIN|I[Z[M|[D|R|P|V|[K|[L|P|CJ|JU]|R try.
BIQ|T|E|I|Y|O|A|T|S|K|[U|P|E|N 17. Picasso and Brague in-
vented this style of paint-
ing.
. 19. After writing an email, do
I I this.
raln US er_ - 21. Fashion designers exhib-
its.
A c:dterl?fg comg?ny sdllslarge con:amers | Down 6. Resarvoirwal. 16 She went up the hill with
_ lced cotfee and large containersof orange I ieeteaCt) 7. Having o fixed address Jack.
juice. Right now the company has six contain- [ UG el s 9.  Leftoutin the open. 18.  Flying saucer, maybe.
ers, each holding the following amounts: 4. Out of practice. 12. Miniaturetreeart. 20. Femaeequivaent of monk.
5. Paninthemolar. 15. Ape Solution next week

Container A: 30 liters; Container B: 32 liters;
Container C: 36 liters; Container D: 38 liters;
Container E: 40 liters, Container F: 62 liters.

Five of the containers hold iced coffee, and one
container holds orange juice.

Two customers come into the shop. Thefirst
customer buys two containers of iced coffee.
The second customer buys twice as much
coffee asthe first customer. Which container
holds the orange juice?

3 JBURIOD :IBMSUY

SOLUTION
TO LAST WEEK’S
CROSSWORD

ANSWERS TO LAST
WEEK’S MONSTER QUIZ

1. Paul Klee; 2. Nike; 3. Taboret;
4. Sheistheworld’sfirst and only
female heir apparent; 5. Tifosi; 6.
The Tipo 125 F1; 7. Propaganda;
8. Smallpox vaccination; 9. Catch-
22; 10. Ashes To Ashes; 11. An
apogee; 12. Johnny Depp; 13.
Bow Wow; 14. Snoop Dogg; 15.
Huggy Bear; 16. The Soviet ice-
breaker NS Lenin; 17. Atlanta
Hawks; 18. The Lasdalstunnelen
inNorway; 19. Ahmet Necdet Se-
zer; 20. Dulwich.
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A classless and pointless war

This column was written before
the final split between Dulwich
College and the Phuket school.
— Editor.

ast term, when | was ab-

sently staring out of the

classroom window

pleasantly putting off
doing some much-needed revi-
sion, could | have imagined that
lifeat Dulwich International Col-
lege (DIC) was going to change
in the way it has?

Returning to school after
the spring break was an interest-
ing but disturbing experiencefor
any Dulwich student.

We knew that there had
been meetings between teachers
and their superiors, but wedidn’t
think they would actually affect
usin any profound way.

In retrospect, | guess we
should have seen it coming, but
wedidn’t. Then, seemingly out of
nowhere, rumors started to cir-
culate towardsthe end of thelast
week of the vacation. Some
turned out to betrue, otherswere
not.

Through al theimpromptu
meetings between the teachers
and parents, teachers and gover-
nors and so on, the students sim-
ply stood on the sidelines hoping
for even the most miniscule

amount of information. Sidelined
presumably because, heaven for-
bid, they might ask seemingly ob-
vious questions,

school, but aswell asthat there's
the extra-curricular side — the
countless musicals, theater pro-
ductions, livecon-

such as “Where
is the headmas-
ter?” or “What
was the meaning
of the new shock-
ing orange educa
tion postersinthe
school foyer?”’
I’ve been at
Dulwich for only
the two years of
my International
Baccalaureate
course, but it is
completely differ-
ent from any-
where else | have
studied.
Nowhere
else can you find teachers who
care so much about their students
that they quite happily sacrifice
their own personal time to help
students with any parts of sylla-
bus that cause concern.
Nowhere else can you find
such awarm, integrated environ-
ment, where students from vary-
ing years are close friends who
sharein each other’striumphsand
disappointments.
Obviously, thereisthe suc-
cessful academic side to the

Youth 'n

ASIA

|
By Lauren Moorhouse

certs and themed
discos — which
makes going to
school just alittle
bit more enjoy-
able.

So when
we get back to
school and we
notice all these
new things hap-
pening and new
teachers joining
and old favorites
leaving, we stu-
dentsget worried.

I’'m not ar-
guing that stu-
dents  should
know the full story of what is
going on, but what isthe point of
keeping us totally in the dark
about what’s happening?

It seemsthe school authori-
tiesaredoing their best to answer
most questions posed by the
young, inquisitive mindsthrough
school council meetingsand dis-
cussions.

But there's a sense of fear
among us now: if things keep
changing, will Dulwichremainthe
school we know and love?

With uncertainty in the air,
many of theteachers may choose
to move elsewhere, and this
could greatly affect the style of
learning that we students have
grown accustomed to.

Attheend of any year, itis
normal that many move on to
new experiences. Some go off to
university or college, or — as
Dulwich takes boarders from all
over the world — their parents
may movethemto aschool closer
to home.

But if the school changes
drastically in the near future, the
number of studentswho areleav-
ing could increase.

Something we often forget
is that Dulwich is not just a
school. Some people have in-
vested money in thisinstitution;
they see it as a business invest-
ment, and so view it in adiffer-
ent light from theway wedo. As
business develops on the island,
investment in the school could
increase.

But changeis powerful, and
if the wrong decisions are made,
who's to say what will happen?
Obviously, we can't predict the
future, and any decision made at
this crucial time concerning the
school isgoing to have an effect
on someone.

Let’sjust hope that the stu-

dents are not the ones most af-
fected. As the saying goes:
school days are the best days of
our lives, and if that really isthe
case, we want the most enjoy-
able experience we can get.

Wedon't wanttoliveinfear
of the careful balance of aca-
demic and social activitiesbeing
disturbed by conflicting business
plans.

If welivelikethat thenwe'll
stop enjoying ourselves and we
will be forced to grow up prema-
turely, worrying about issues be-
yond our control.

We need to go back to the
things that make our lives hectic
(or so we think!): the late nights
of last-minute homework, finding
out the latest gossip from that
party, and all the other mundane
elements of our innocent teenage
years.

We need to stop worrying
about the goings-on around us; it
will al work out in the end, but
until then, let’s get on with our
daily routines.

Everything happens for a
reason, and life is full of chal-
lenges and obstacles, it just so
happensthat this hiccup involves
alot more people than normal.

At the moment, everything
is speculation and only time will
tell what the future holds.

The tal

Dear Momma Duck,

| am a big fan of the pha
khao maa, the traditional Thai
towel. | find them extremely use-
ful at home, at the beach, when
camping and just about every-
where else. | find they dry off
much more quickly than West-
ern-styletowels, and | haveeven
takentousing onetied very tightly
around my midriff to serve as a
weightlifting belt when | work out.

I once heard that Thai
people say there are 100 uses of
this handy item, but | have been

e of th

unableto find any of them listed
on the Internet or elsewhere. |
would like to add “weightlifting
belt” to the list if possible. Do
you know where | canfind alist-
ing of these 100 uses?

Regards

ArnieS

Chalong

Dear Arnie S,

| alsotried to find out about
the 100 uses of pha khao maa
(or known asphachub by south-
ern Thais) on the Internet, but in

p o,

GOURMET HOME SERVICE
FOR THE FINEST KITCHENS IN PHUKET

Now you can order from our extensive range of
mmported gourmet food and local items and have
them delivered o your managed villa estate or
privaie home. Beef, veal, lamb, pork, poultry,
seafood, cheese, ham, vegetables & wines.

For a product list please contact:
Tel: 076-253024-9 Fax: 076-216425
Email: salespmiftcscoms.com

etowd 1n Thaland

vain. | read an article by Anek
Navikmoon, a columnist in the
Nation Weekly on September 20,
2004, inwhich he mentioned that,
in the year 1897, Siam imported
pha khao maa, cloth with a flo-
ral design, handkerchiefsand sa-
rongsfrom England.

He also mentioned that, at
that time, themgjority of imported
red cloth came from Switzerland
and was in greater demand than
even the