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Even in Kamala (above) the worst-hit locale in Phuket the emergency phase of the disaster is
over, and the government thinks it is time for foreign aid workers to think about going home - or

getting work permits.

By Gategaeo Phetsawang

PHUKET: Foreign aid volun-
teersassisting in tsunami-related
charity work arereguired to hold
work permits, regardless of
whether they are being paid for
their efforts or not.

Sayan Chuaiyjan, head of
the Phuket Provincial Employ-
ment Service Office [ESO], told
the Gazette on February 8 that
there could be no exceptionsand
that his office would begin to
enforce the regulations soon —
possibly next month.

“There can be no excep-
tions. Work iswork, evenif itis
for charity,” he said.

He urged relief workersto
apply for work permits and
added that those working for rec-
ognized charitable organizations
would find them easy to obtain.
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“They can just present a
document certified by the char-
ity organization they work for
[proving their need to be here]
and we will issue them with
work permits, then they will be
ableto work legally,” he said.

He pointed out that any for-
eigner caught working without a
work permit is liable to hefty
punishment.

“If our officers, police of-
ficers or immigration police
learn [of foreign volunteers] who
don’'t have work permits, the
maximum penalty isthree years
in jail, a 30,000 baht fine [or
both],” he warned.

“We did not enforce this
law too rigidly [in the immedi-
ate aftermath of the tsunami],
because we knew that everyone
wanted to help out.

“But now that the situation
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is returning to normal, we will
have to start taking it more seri-
oudly,” he said, adding that en-
forcement could begin as early
as next month.

Phuket Vice-Governor Wi-
nai Buapradit, who oversees
work permit procedures in the
province, agreed with the tough
stancethat the ESO istaking and
said that the law needed to be
enforced both in Phuket and
throughout Thailand.

“Now that the post-tsunami
relief operations are slowing
down, [the aid workers] should
have work permits to continue
working.

“Otherwise, government
officials will have no idea what
they are actually doing here —
and this could result in trouble
in the future,” he sad.

Editorial: page 18
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Votersturn
their backs
on Thal

Rak Thal

By Sangkhae Leelanapaporn

PHUKET: Despite a massive
campaign by Thai Rak Thai
(TRT) to convince votersto back
theruling party, and despite sur-
veys showing that Prime Minis-
ter Thaksin Shinawatra's popu-
larity isat unprecedented levels,
Phuket on February 6 reinstalled
itstwo Democrat MPs.

Indeed, Phuket’s voters
made it plain that they are not
ready for TRT MPs, by handing
the two Democrats hefty wins.

In District 1 (Phuket City
and immediate area) Democrat
Suwit Sa-Ngiamkul received
nearly twiceasmany votesashis
TRT rival, Dr Sriyada Palim-
apan.

Initial results show that K.
Suwit polled 45,111 votes, as
against 23,503 amassed by Dr
Sriyada.

A total of 3,002 papers
were spoiled, while 2,743 elec-
torsmarked their papersto show
that they did not want to vote for
either District 1 candidate.

The turnout was a high
80.49%, with 74,359 of the
92,388 registered votersmaking
their mark.

Turnout in District 2,
which coversthe rest of Phuket,
was dightly lower, at 77.49%,
but again the voters handed the
Democrats a convincing win,
with incumbent Chalermluk
Kebsub receiving 43,295 votes
compared with 27,222 for TRT
candidate Wisut Santikul.

There were 4,360 spoiled
ballots, and 4,175 voters indi-
cated that they did not favor e-
ther candidate. A total of 79,052
people voted in District 2, from
an electorate of 102,153.

Resultswere still subject to
confirmation at time of going to
press.
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Murder
‘difficult
for police
to solve

PHUKET CITY: Police City Po-
lice are finding it difficult to
solvethe murder of elderly busi-
nessman Prasert Boonrak, who
wasfound with histhroat dlashed
on the morning of February 3.

K. Prasert’smurder wasre-
ported to police by his house-
keeper, Nanthaporn Ruamcheo,
who found him dead in the bed-
room of his mansion on Kra Rd
in Phuket City just before dawn.

The victim, 73, was the
owner of Prasert Pornpanich
Home Electronics Center on
Ranong Rd, near the Jui Tui Chi-
nese Shrine. Like most wealthy
Phuket businessmen, he also had
considerablereal estate holdings.

K. Prasert’s body was
found lying naked and face-down
next to his bed in a pool of his
own blood. His hands and feet
had been bound with lengths of
red nylon rope and histhroat had
been slashed from left to right,.

Case investigator Pol Lt
Col Somkid Boonrat told the
Gazette that the apparent murder
weapon, a bloody kitchen knife
with aone-foot blade, wasfound
lying near K. Prasert’s body.
There were also traces of blood
near the door to the bedroom,
which had been ransacked.

K. Prasert’sson Rattanapon
Boonrak told police that the as-
sailants had made off with a300-
gram gold necklace and many
small Buddhaimage amul etsthat
his father had worn around his
neck for protection.

Despite the theft, police
believe the real motive for the
murder may have been revenge
and that the robbery was staged
in order to confuseinvestigators.

has told the Gazette.

“The journalists have been to Krabi,
too,” said K. Suwalai. “ They were very sur-
prised to see the Phi Phi Islands, and Maya
Bay, and said thingswerevery different from

what they had seen on TV at home. They
thought thewhol e of Phuket was destroyed.”

Charter flights between Russia and
Phuket ended after the tsunami, but, said K.
Suwalai, some tourists were now traveling
to Phuket via Bangkok.

The TAT Director was speaking after
meeting 23 journalists from Russia and
Ukraine at the Sheraton Grande Laguna
Phuket on February 3.

She outlined plans for attracting tour-

TAT blitz * starting to change perceptions

PHUKET: Tour operators and journalists
from eastern Europe have changed their per-
ceptions of post-tsunami Phuket after seeing
the effects of the tsunami for themselves,
Suwalai Pinpradab, Director of the Tourism
Authority of Thailand (TAT) officein Phuket

iststo Phuket from el sewherein Asia, includ-
ing the rest of Thailand.

“Well beforethe next high seasonwe're
going to promote Phuket as a destination for
Thais, as well as people from China, Hong

Kong and Korea,” she said.

“We also plan to exploit the meetings,
incentives, conferences and exhibitions
(MICE) market to bring Thais here during

the ‘green’ season.”

— Dhirarat Boonkongsaen

By Kamol Pirat

PHUKET: Dr Khunying Porntip
Rojanasunan hasrounded on “the
autocrats’ she says have forced
her to close the mortuary at Wat
Yan Yao, Phang Nga, where she
and her team had been working
toidentify victimsof thetsunami.

The work has now been
transferred to Phuket, to the Thai
Tsunami Victim Identification
Center (TTVI), headed by Pol
Gen Nopadol Soomboonsub.

Dr Porntip told reporters it
had not been her decisionto close
the mortuary — on February 3 —
nor did it mean the task of iden-
tifying the bodies was by any
means over.

“The autocrats have forced
me to close the mortuary at Wat
Yan Yao. They told me that my
forensictask wasillegal. So | will
fade away, asthe law demands,”
she said.
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‘We should not think about
state agencies vying for honor
or power’: Dr Porntip Rojana-
sunan.

Dr Porntip said there were
till many bodies, believed to be
Thai people, in refrigerated con-
tainers at Wat Yan Yao, because
DNA samples from them have
not yet been compared with those
of living relatives.
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Dr Porntip slams
rautocrats over
Yan Yao closure

And, she said, “I do not
think the TTVI can handle this
task, or is equipped to compare
DNA from the bodies of Thai
people with that of relatives.”

Dr Porntip said she had
agreed in principle, before the
mortuary was closed, that thetask
of identifying Thai dead should
be left to Thai investigators,
while foreign forensic teams
should identify foreigners.

She added, “At times like
this, we should work together,
and we should not think about
state agenciesvying for honor or
power.

“We should not leave it up
to foreign teamsto carry out this
task; Thai peopleshould begiven
the chance to identify Thai bod-
ies.”

Therenowned forensic sci-
entist was speaking during a
night out in Phuket, where she
and her team relaxed before leav-
ing for Bangkok.
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Top Unicef
official

checks on
pProgress

PHUKET: The Executive Direc-
tor of the United Nations Child-
ren’sFund (Unicef), Carol Bella-
my, has been to Phuket and
Phang Nga to see what is being
done to help children recover
from the tsunami.

Unicef officersweresent to
Phang Nga and Phuket within a
week of the tsunami, said Ms
Bellamy, and since then, Unicef
has supported Thai government
efforts to provide food and wa-
ter, repair utilitiesand restore the
environment.

“The most important prin-
ciple for Unicef isto help survi-
vors live well after this disaster,
especially the children,” she ex-
plained on February 4.

In Thailand, Unicef has
been working with government
departments such as the Minis-
try of Social Development and
Human Security to support and
help orphans.

Unicef has a budget of
US$144 millionto help peoplein
Asig, but, she said, the bulk of
the money would be going to In-
donesia, rather than Thailand or
Sri Lanka

She added that she hoped
the money, however it is spent,
will do morethan restorethe pre-
tsunami status quo; that it will
help improve conditionsfor chil-
dren. — Kamol Pirat
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Chester Bennington helps do a little painting while visiting
temporary homes built in Bang Tao.

Linkin Park star visitsBang Tao

PHUKET: Chester Bennington,
the lead singer of Californian
band Linkin Park, visited Bang
Tao beach on February 2 to see
for himself the damage caused by
the tsunami.

Bennington was in Phuket
to record material to be broadcast
by MTV inthe USA, aspart of a
global campaign to raise money
for tsunami victims.

After lunch at the Banyan
Tree, Bennington and his crew
headed for Bang Tao, wherethey
spoke with local people caught
up in the tsunami.

Bang Tao resident Wandee
Kongtap welcomed Benning-
ton’s visit, saying she hoped it

wasasign that thingswould soon
improve there.

Two days after the tsunami,
Linkin Park —who have alarge
following in Thailand — estab-
lished Music for Relief, a char-
ity to raise money for tsunami
victims, to which the band do-
nated about 4 million baht.

Bennington also took part
inan MTV Asia-organised con-
certin aid of UNICEF on Febru-
ary 3at Bangkok'sImpact Arena.
Ronan Keating — who filmed a
specia acoustic version of | hope
you dance in Kata — also ap-
peared, along with starsfromthe
US, Europe and Asia.

— Kamol Pirat

F1 powerboat race postponed

PHUKET: The Formula One
powerboat race schedul ed to take
place next monthin Ao Makham
has been postponed for ayear.

Kata Group Chairman Pa-
muke Archariyachai told the Ga-
zette that a combination of the
tsunami and the Cabinet’s slow-
ness in approving funds to sup-
port the event had forced the de-
cision to postpone until March
2006.

“We had only a short time
to make all the arrangements [if
the race was going to take place
this year]. After Tourism and

DELICHATS B E-TCIHIKED
EUROPEAN CLIMINE
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KATA CENTER
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Sports Minister Sontaya Kun-
plome and Varathep Rattanakorn,
the Deputy Minister of Finance,
came to Phuket in mid-January,
we decided to postpone it,” K.
Pamuke said.

He stressed, however, that
the 50-million-baht budget has
now been approved for the event
to take place next year.
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Phummisak takes
Governor to task
over tin mine water

By Gategaeo Phetsawang

PHUKET: Former Phuket City
Mayor and tin mine owner Phum-
misak Hongsyok has dismissed
Governor Udomsak Usawarang-
kurd's assertion that he will use
the law to force owners of pri-
vate water resources to share
them with the province if there
isawater shortage this year.

K. Phummisak, who owns
two flooded former tin mines
with atotal capacity of three mil-
lion cubic metres, from which
cometwo-thirdsof Phuket City’s
water, stressed on January 31 that
his mines, and others like them,
were private property, which the
Governor did not have the au-
thority to seize.

Hesaid, “ The Governor has
said hewill fill the mines, or fine
owners [who don’'t share water]
5,000 baht.

[
Phummisak Hongsyok: ‘What
he said upset me.’

“The law states that a tin
mine owner is alowed to keep
only the last tin mine in the tin
mine concession and therest are
to be filled in. If not, the mine
owner will be fined 5,000 baht
per mine.

“How can the Governor
prove after 20 yearswhich isthe
last one? It takes along time to
check that. He should not shoot
his mouth off so quickly.”

He continued, “ The Gover-
nor needs to take time to study
the law on this matter. He hasn’t
had the time to learn about how
the private sector and local gov-
ernment organizations have
helped each other.

“What he said upset me —
for more than 30 years, the own-
ersof privately-owned tin mines
supplied water free of charge, but
while the local authorities are
aware of this, the Governor
isn't.”

K. Phummisak announced
last August that, after decades of
supplying water free, he would,
with effect from May this year,
charge the city around 2 baht a
cubic meter.

Court orders businessman off land

PHUKET: Businessman Cha-
roen Thavornwongwong has
been ordered to leave 16 rai of
land in Karon’s Nakkerd Hills,
after the Phuket Appeal Court
overturned the Provincia Court’s
earlier judgment that he could
stay on the land.

The Appeal Court said that
the Phuket Provincial Land Re-
form Office (PLRO) had been
right to contest the judgment of
the lower court, on the grounds
that the businessman had no right
to occupy the four plots of
SorPorKor land.

SorPorKor landisstateland
set aside by the government for
alocation to poor people to al-
low them to grow food and sup-
port themselves.

The Appea Court decided
that K. Charoen — whose family
owns the Thavorn hotel chain —
is neither poor nor afarmer, and
therefore ordered him and his
associatesto vacate the land im-
mediately.

K. Charoen'slawyer, Sura-
chai Korthong, said that his cli-
ent has filed an appeal with the
Supreme Court.

The PLRO hasalready suc-

ceeded in having three people
evicted from SorPorKor land.
Narong Nopdara and Tossaporn
Thepabutr — the husband of
Phuket Provincial Administra-
tion Organization head Anchalee
Vanich-Thepabutr — were |ast
year ordered off other land inthe
Nakkerd Hills, while tycoon
Boonkeng Srisansuchart was
evicted from land in the Panturat
Hills, along the bypass road.

Multi-faith memorial at Bang Niang

KHAO LAK: Buddhist, Muslim
and Christian clerics will lead a
multi-faith memorial service for
victims of the tsunami in Khao
Lak on Sunday, February 13.
The service will take place

on Bang Niang Beach, starting at
9 am. Free transport will leave
Thalang District Office at 7 am.

For more information, e-
mail: worapot@oriental-events.
com
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Queer

Phonefury

PATTAYA: Four innocent by-
standers were injured by rico-
cheting bullets when a bagman
for a Pattaya loan shark opened
fire on his mobile phone.

Witnesses to the attempted
slaying of the mobile phone said
the man, identified only as
“Woot”, was seen at about 3 am
yelling into his mobile phone on
the ground floor of Niran Condo
on Soi Arunothai.

He then hurled the phone
down onto the sidewalk, pulled
out a .38 pistol and fired it six
times at the offending device.

Bullets bounced off the
stone pavement and flew in ev-
ery direction. Atleast four people
were hit, including two foreign-
ers; al were eventually taken to
the Pattaya Memorial Hospital
for treatment.

After hisattempt to slaugh-
ter the phone, Woot allegedly
turned round and threatened wit-
nesses before fleeing on amotor-
cycle.

Thethreatswere apparently
effective, for when policearrived
most of the bystanders—of which
there were many, despitethelate
hour, but then this was Pattaya—
refused to talk.

Police say they know the
man’sidentity, however, and are
in the process of locating him to
begin criminal proceedings.

The condition of themobile
phone was not reported.

Source: Pattaya Mail
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iX weeks after the tsu-

nami, thefirst Baan Man

ong—government-built

permanent house” —has

yet to be built on Phuket. The

furthest the building work has got

isthe installation of the sao eak,

or first posts, at Baan Tah Chat
Chai and Koh Sireh.

To quaify for one of these
so far imaginary homes, isnot as
easy as one might think. To suc-
ceed, an applicant must havelost
his or her house in the tsunami;
it must have been the house-
holder’s registered address; and
the house must not have been
built illegally on state land.

Anyone who has followed
the twists and turns of the gov-
ernment’s crackdown on abuse of
state land will know what a
murky topic thisis. Proving that
land belongs or does not belong
tothestateisfar fromsimple, es-
pecially when the occupants—as
isthe case in Kamala— say they
have lived in the same place for
generations.

Local authority officers —
such as those from the Tambon
Administration Organization
(OrBorTor) —areresponsiblefor
verifying that applicants meet
these criteria, before asking the
Governor for permission to pro-
vide a house for them.

Most of the homes have
been designed by the Department
of Public Works and Town and
Country Planning. There are
three types, ranging in size from
29 square metersto 43.5sgm. Al
havetileroofsand walls made of
cement sheets attached to a
wooden frame.

At Koh Sireh, where 22
houses belonging to sea gypsies
were destroyed and 108 were
damaged, the ceremony to start
the building took place at the be-
ginning of February. V/Adm
Chart Navavijit, of the Royal
Thai Navy, said the navy would
build 24 houseson the site, which
is surrounded by mangroves.

He estimated it would take
lessthan 30 daysto completethe
development, after which it
would be handed over to the
Governor, for the houses to be
allocated to the homeless.

But Rachen Panthakij, the
Chief Administration Officer of
Rassada OrBor Tor, believesthat

Home iswher

the navy’s contribution has come
late.

“Within two weeks of the
disaster, OrBorTor officerswere
working with students from
Phuket Technical College to re-
build wrecked houses for the sea
gypsiesto livein,” he said.

He conceded, though, that
the sea gypsies would probably
opt for a Baan Man Kong. He
said, “I think [the Sea Gypsies]
would want to live there because
these government houses are bet-
ter than the old houses, which
were small and not very stable.”

Jirae Pramongkij’s house
was damaged by the tsunami, and
he welcomesthe government in-
tervention in building new
homes.

“1 am afraid that my home
isn't as stable as it was before
thetsunami hit it, and that it will
collapse without warning,” he
said.

He believes many of his
neighborsare as apprehensive as
heis, and asthey arein the same
position as him, the fairest way
to decide who gets a Baan Man
Kong isto draw lots.

The village headman of
Rassada Moo 4, Karnda Pra-
mongkij, agreed that drawing lots
was agood idea, but, she said, it
would have to be discussed with
government officersfirst.

“If there are more people
wanting to live in government
houses than there are houses for
them, then we will ask them to
draw lots,” she said.

At Baan Tah Chat Chai, a
total of 36 homes are due to be
built for the tsunami homel ess.

Some of the developments
are less straightforward, though.
In Patong, a plan to build 16
homes — mainly for fishermen —
is proving controversial.

The homes, consisting of
two rooms and atoilet, would be
designed and paid for by the I TV
television station, which is no
problem. What is a problem is
that ITV wantsto build on asite
near Klong Pakbang, where the

Knight
Frank

In addition to killing many residents and tourists,
the tsunami which hit Phuket on December 26
also left hundreds of families homeless.

According to government figures, 402 homes on
the island were destroyed, mainly in Baan Tah
Chat Chai in Thalang, Koh Sireh near Phuket
City, Klong Pakbang in Patong, and Kamala.

The government has announced a policy of
building homes for the homeless. But at a cost
of not more than 100,000 baht per house, and
often much less, how practical — and how ac-
ceptable — will these be? And given the bureau-

cracy’s legendary slowness, how long will

people have to wait?

Kamol Pirat examines the problems.
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So far but no further: The sao eak, or first post, of a planned

government home in Baan Tah Chat Chai has been erected, but
that’s as far as the work has gone.

fishermen lived before the tsu-
nami.

However, the land belongs
to the state. Many of the homes
swept away by the tsunami were
illegal. As aresult, Patong Mu-
nicipality is witholding permis-
sion for the development.

Poonsak Naksena, Chief

= 1B bwo- to six-bedroom luxury villas each with an infinity swimming pool st in a large private
verraced garden.

# Building on 36,000 sqm of hillside with unobstructed views over beawtiful Patong Bay.

= Residents’ clubhoume providing full spa and hotel room services upon request

* Holiday lettings provided for investors with guaranteed return on investmentc

® Segtar villa and estate management together with 24-howr security provided by Enight Frank

13/2 5&i Prabarames 4, Prabarames Road, Patong, Kathu, Phuket, B3 150
Tal: +&46 {0) 7& 290 405 « omail: infof@lorchides-rosidences.com

Tel: +66 (0) 156 9999 8

Administration Officer for Pa-
tong Municipality, explained,
“The Marine Department is re-
sponsible for this land, and the
department has not given permis-
sion for these homesto berebuilt,
so the people haveto wait for the
green light from the govern-
ment.”
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Despitethe on-going crack-
downontheillegal occupation of
state land, some homes may be
allowed, said K. Poonsak, but
only if the fishermen can prove
they lived there since before
1992.

“According tomy research,
only around two or three houses
have been there since before
1992; the rest are illegal,” K.
Poonsak said. “But the munici-
pality will check each house on
acase-by-case basisand send the
resultsto the Marine Department
for consideration.”

Phuket Marine Office
(PMO) Chief Surin Teerakulpi-
suth said people who had broken
the law would not be allowed to
return to the land, but his office
would doall it could to help those
who could prove they had lived
there since beforetheregulations
were introduced in 1992.

He could not give permis-
sion for any building to start,
however, until he received con-
firmation from Patong Munici-
pality of how many replacement
houses could be built there.

In Kamala, people whose
beachfront homes, on state land,
were destroyed in the tsunami
have protested angrily against
plansto build replacement homes
for them —near the police station.
(See dso Inside Story, Gazette
issue of January 22.)

In a search for a compro-
mise, Phuket Governor Udom-
sak Usawarangkura has ordered
Kamala OrBorTor to ask resi-
dents whether they would pre-
fer to receive 30,000 baht to re-
pair their old homes, or be put
on a waiting list for a govern-
ment house.

Astheold houseswerebuilt
illegally on state land, residents

would have no guarantee that
they would be allowed to stay
once the tsunami damage has
been repaired; they would have
security of tenureif they opt for
agovernment-built house.

Even so, says Kamala Or-
BorTor officer Saravuth Suriya-
voharn, 33 people so far have
voted for the cash option and only
three for the waiting list. He
added that he had sent theresults
of the survey to the Governor and
was awaiting his verdict.

For one Kamala resident,
being able to return to her own
home would be the key to re-
building her life.

Boon Kwanyean is63. Her
house — near Kamala School —
was swept away by the tsunami,
aswasthat of her son. Her daugh-
ter and two nephewswerekilled.

A beach masseuse, K. Boon
had lived on the land for more
than 40 years, since before the
school was built there, a time
when the area was little more
than afield.

“I want to re-build my
house,” she said. “That is the
important thing. If | cannot re-
build my house, | don't know
how I will start my life again.”

At present, K. Boonisstay-
ing with her sister, who alsolives
in Kamala. She says she has re-
ceived little help from the gov-
ernment so far.

She said, “Ordinary farang
have hel ped me more — someone
walked in and gave me 2,000
baht in cash,” she said. But a
Baan Man Kongisonebit of help
from the government that K.
Boon does not want.

“I’m not used to staying in
a place that is not home,” she
said, sadly, “especialy aplaceas
small as [aBaan Man Kong].”

Looking for

a home in Phuket?

www.phuketimmo.com

09-724-7211"/ 076-249-315
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n contrast with the gov-

ernment’s so far non-

existent homesfor thetsu-

nami homeless, private
sector initiatives have moved
fast.

In Baan Bang Muang,
Phang Nga, for example, survi-
vors of Baan Nam Khem are
already living in temporary
housing set up by charities, and
many more people elsewhere
have roofs over their heads,
thanks to the swift action of
NGOs.

In Phuket, the Bang Tao
Project (BTP) should have 20
homes ready for occupation by
the end of this month, project
organizer Robin Plant told the
Gazette.

It will have taken around
seven weeksto build the homes
—two rows each of 10 houses—
on a two-rai site near Surin
Beach.

The homes, each of 40
square meters, will have con-
crete-block walls, cement floors
and tiled roofs. Each will have
acooking area, mains electric-
ity and water, and a bathroom.

Mr Plant estimates the to-
tal cost of each house at around
50,000 baht. He stressed that the
propertiesare not intended to be
permanent homes, just some-
where for displaced people —

Ready by the end of February: The Bang Tao Project homes are

coming along fast.

A faster solution

mainly fishermen whose boats
were wrecked in the tsunami —
toliveinwhilethey get their lives
back together.

“They areaproud bunch of
people, mostly Muslims but with
some Buddhists too, and they
don’'t want to be dependent on
handouts or [too much] charity,”
said Mr Plant.

The BTP is paying experi-
enced local builders to build the

homes. “It makes senseto do it
this way,” explained Mr Plant.
“Fishermen fish, builders build
and these guysknow how to put
a reasonable house up in
double-quick time.”

A play areais also being
built.

Robin Plant can be reach-
ed at Tel: 01-9700805 or by
email to: robin@avcphuket.com

— Andy Johnstone
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By Anongnat Sartpisut

oh Lanta, in Krabi

Province, has one of

the largest fishing

communitiesin Thai-
land. For fishermen, their lives
aretheir boatsand their boatsare
their lives, and for many, both
boatsand liveswere shattered by
the December tsunami.

The Fisherman’s Fund —
established to help rebuild these
communities after the tsunami —
has invited the Gazette to come
along as it delivers two boats to
the beleaguered fishermen of
Koh Lanta. It is a month to the
day since the tsunami hit.

We leave Boat Lagoon at
6 am. It takes around two hours
to reach Laem Kruad, on the
mainland, where some 10 fami-
liesmakealiving building boats.

Bang Lean, who has been
building boats for 10 years, says
it takes up to 10 days to make a
boat. The fund has given this
small community enough money
to build 22 boats, at a cost of
around 50,000 baht apiece.

K. Bang says the price of
the wood used to build boats has
soared since the tsunami, from
60-90 baht a board-meter to 100
baht. Even so, he and his col-
leagues are making boats as fast
asthey can.

Duane Lennie, of the Fish-
ermen’s Fund, explains that the
government plansto donate boats
to the fishermen, but, he notes,
“It will take three to six months
for the boats to come through,
and, for thefishermen, that istoo
long atime.

“The boats are too expen-
sive for the fishermen. Some of
them earned less than 10,000
baht amonth before the tsunami,
and it costs 40,000 baht [or more]
to build one boat, so they can’t
afford to buy new ones.”

Villagers on Koh Lanta rebuild their fleet

e U T LT A
O R L R TS

of longtail boats one by one. Inset: Tor mor Sab

ai Sukkawit

performs a traditional ceremony to invoke the spirits to keep sailors safe.

Fleet afoot

At 1 pm, we arrive at Koh
Lanta. Everything looks normal,
apart from some damageto apier
and to some fishermen’s houses.
Only two people died here, the
locals tell us, and most of the
wrecked houses have already
been rebuilt.

Some people believe that
the mangrove forest around the
coast saved the community from
suffering more damage, by blunt-
ing the rage of the wave.

Before the two boats are
launched, a traditional tor mor
ceremony is carried out to show
respect to Mae YaNang, the pro-
tector of fishermen. There are
two types of ceremony — Chao

Lay (Sea Gypsy) and Muslim.
Most of the people in this com-
munity are Muslim, so the Is-
lamic version of the ceremony is
conducted.

Sabai Sukkawit, thetor mor
who performs the incantation, is
equipped with wood bark,
Chongka leaf (a herb that Thal
people traditionally use as a
shampoo), and cloth in the three
colors of the Thai national flag:
red for the nation, white for reli-
gion and blue for HM the King.

He explains, “The bow of
the boat representsthefather, the
middle of it represents the child
and the stern the mother. So, a
new boat being built is like a

child being born.

“Thisceremony helpsfish-
ermen to sail smoothly and
safely. Peoplebelievethat if Mae
YaNang possessesthe boat, who-
ever sailsinit will be safe.”

Some people may be afraid
to return to the sea, but Paitoon
Rodrak, of Koh Lanta, isn't one
of them. “I love being a fisher-
man,” hesays. “I’m not afraid of
thesea, | livewith it.”

Like his fellow fishermen,
though, K. Paitoon has been un-
able to work since the tsunami
destroyed his boat.

He said, “It’s been a night-
mare. Nobody saw this coming.
It'sbeen very stressful having no

work, and not knowing from one
day to the next how wewould eat.

“Fortunately, we have had
donations of food, and my wife
has a laundry service, so I've
been able to help her with that,
but | haven't donemy real job for
amonth.”

Not surprisingly, he is
overjoyed to receive anew boat.
“1 am very, very happy. | sailed
two days ago — | sailed five ki-
lometersand got 1,000
baht. Today | sailed
3km and earned 600
baht.”

The sea is still
rich in shrimp, fish,
crab and other seafood.
K. Paitoon’s best ever
day waswhen he earn-
ed 8,000 baht, but his
averageincome before
the tsunami was be-
tween 10,000 and 20,000 baht a
month.

Currently, 90% of the busi-
nesses on Koh Lantaare running
normally: tour operators, hote-
liers, fishermen — for most, life
goes on as normal. They aren’t
afraid of the sea, and they want
tourists, a major source of in-
come for the area, to return.

But K. Paitoon is happy to
remain a fisherman. “The next
generation may have abetter life.
They may graduate and get bet-
ter-paying jobs, but | am proud
to beafisherman, and will dothis
jobforaslongasl can,” he says.

“I lovethesea, but if | have
no boat, | have no work and it’'s
difficult tofind areason for stay-
ing here. Many of us still need
our boats.”

To donate to or find out more
about the Fishermen’s Fund, con-
tact Duane Lennie at Tel: 06-
8812121, email duane@
mangonation.com or website:
www.kol anta.net

101-400 copies:

10-20 copies:
21-50 copies:
51-100 copies:

ANNOUNCEMENT

The Gazette Guide 2005 has arrived and 1s now on sale at 140 baht.

Bulk copies of the island’s most comprehensive business directory
are available (@ the following rates:

80 baht/copy
75 baht/copy
65 baht/copy
60 baht/copy

All 3,000 businesses listed in the Guide are entitled to one copy
of the book (@ only 70 baht, a 50% discount off the cover price.
Pick up vour copy at the Gazette offices today!
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For bulk orders, please contact or call Mem (Thai) or Ann (English) on 076-236555.

azette Guide

The Business & Enfertainment Direciory 2005
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Monks oppose economic zoning

ior monks gathered at

the Temple of the Emer-

d Buddha in Bangkok

0 Oppose a government

plan to establish special eco-
nomic zones around the country.

Themonks, along with rep-
resentatives of severa NGOs,
said the move was unconstitu-
tional as the zones would be ex-
empted from laws governing na-
tional parks, forest reserves, irri-
gation, labor, the environment
and land traditionally reserved
for Buddhist temples.

Phrasri Pariyatmoli, deputy
rector of Mahachulalongkorn-
rajavidyalaya Buddhist Univer-
sity (MCU), said the proposed
bill would pave the way for the
private sector to intervene for
purely commercial purposes,
while affected communities
would be denied access to legal
mechanisms, asthe zoning would
supersede them.

The monks said a prayer at
the temple to ward off bad luck
and ill-will from the proponents,
the Lower House and Govern-
ment House.

Sausage saboteur: Police in
Bangkok’s Min Buri district ar-
rested and released on bail a
truck-driver who allegedly put
straightened paper clips into
packets of sausages made by CP
Interfoods Thailand.

The suspect, 33-year-old
Itthipol Fakkhio, was charged
withinserting the paper clipsinto
the sausageswith the apparent in-
tention of discrediting the com-
pany.
CP filed a complaint with
the police, asking officersto in-
vestigate who was behind the act
after the sausages were returned
froma7-Elevendistribution cen-
ter.

Two cold-storage workers
at the CPInterfoods plant told po-
lice they had seen K. Itthipol
standing around the storage area
from which the seven packets
were loaded onto his truck, not-
ing that he had no reason to have
been there.

K. Itthipol denied the
charge, saying that someone must
have been trying to frame him.

Lemon smashing: Following
the highly-publicized battering of
aHonda CRV by an owner dis-

STARTING

= —=

FROM SCRATCH: Prime Minister Thaksin

Shinawatra ordered the State Railway of Thailand to demolish
some 550 support pillars constructed for the abandoned
Hopewell elevated railroad project in Bangkok.

satisfied with Honda sunwilling-
ness to fix its chronic mechani-
cal problems, Royal Thai Air
Force Wing Commander Noraset
Runpraphan of Uthai Thani
staged a similar stunt on his
Toyota Sport Cruiser pickup
truck.

W/Cdr Noraset bashed the
windshield and hood of the ve-
hicle with a shovel and threat-
ened to set fireto it in front of a
Consumer Protection Board of-
fice.

He said that since buying
the pickup two years ago he had
experienced many problemswith
its brakes and suspension and
alignment.

Toyotaoriginally offered to
buy back the vehicle at its sale
price of 870,000 baht, but W/Cdr
Noraset demanded 1.5 million
baht to cover modifications he
made to the vehicle.

Toyota said that the pick-
up’s wheel-alignment problem
was due to the modifications he
had made and refused to buy it
back.

Lovely idea: Buddhist monks
should run a Valentine's Day
campaign to “open the temples

to compete with hotels’ in abid
to teach young people that love
has many forms and is not all
about sex, said MCU special lec-
turer Phra Wuttichai Wachira-
methee.

The temples could show
both youngsters and adults that
there are different kinds of love,
such as parental love and com-
passionate love, and not just
sexual relationships, he said.

Phra Wuttichai also sug-
gested that temples in Bangkok,
especialy thoseinBang Rak Dis-
trict, where many coupleschoose
to register their marriage on
Valentine’s Day because the
area’s name trandates as “Dis-
trict of Love”, hold Buddhist
marriage ceremonies free of
charge to bless couples and im-
part the Lord Buddha steachings
to them.

Baby abandoned: A one-year-
old boy was found abandoned in
Suthat Thepwararam Temple in
Bangkok’s PhraNakhon District,
police said.

The infant was seen crawl-
ing and crying around thetemple
groundsin the afternoon wearing
only a soiled diaper. Palice be-

lieve he had been there for sev-
eral hours.

Lying near the spot where
the boy was found was an empty
bottle in a plastic bag that con-
tained no papers about his iden-
tity. No one witnessed who left
the boy there.

Thetot waswashed and fed
and police said he will be sent to
the Phya Thai Home for Infants.

Engines needed: Artorn Chan-
davimol, Vice President of the
non-profit group Niyom Thai
Fund Foundation, said reliance
onfinancia donationswould not
help fishermen whose vessels
were lost or damaged in the tsu-
nami, asthe money would just go
to their creditors.

He is instead asking for
contributions in the form of out-
board motors. Engines were
needed for more than 100 dam-
aged boatsin the worst-hit areas
of Phang Nga. Astheseboatsare
not officially registered, the own-
ersreceiveonly limited aid from
the government, K. Artorn said

The foundation, which has
has set up arepair center at Ban
Thung La Ong in Phang Nga's
Kuraburi District, can be reach-

ed at: www.niyomthaifund.com.

Digital depravity: German na-
tional Ulrich Hans Schmultter-
mayr, 60, was arrested in Chon
Buri on suspicion of shooting
video and photos of himself en-
gaged in sexual acts with local
boysand girlsunder 15 yearsold
and selling the material on the
Internet.

Maj Gen Panya Mamen,
commander of the Tourist Police,
said that after receiving tip-offs,
officersraided Schmuttermayr’s
Pattaya apartment and found a
digital camcorder, adigital cam-
era, three computers with soft-
ware for editing digital videos,
and VCDs of theman in sex acts
with children.

A bankbook showing for-
eign deposits worth more than 5
million baht was also seized.

Some of the VCDs were
being soldin Bangkok’s Patpong
area, police said, adding that the
German had been in Thailand
since January 2002.

Around the Nation news round-
up is sourced from the pages of
TheNation and Kom Chad Luek

newspapers.
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Clearing
continues
as snops
still suffer

ell into the second

month since the

tsunami, the speed

with which areas
such as Bang Niang and Nang
Thong have been cleared of ru-
ins, rubble and wrecked cars is
scarcely believable.

Khao Lak has become a
hive of activity again. Crowds of
construction workers have mov-
ed into begin rebuilding the dev-
astated areas. Huge trucks are
bringing load after load of sand
to be remodeled into beaches by
the army of earthmovers. Else-
where, crewsarefilling intheun-
wanted |agoonsthat were gouged
by the force of the tsunami.

However, with some areas
of land —plotsof up to two-rai in
some cases—simply gone, wash-
ed away, it seemslike an impos-
sible mission.

Small start: Many of the bigger
playersin Khao Lak’stourismin-
dustry —the Mukdara Beach Re-
sort, for example — have been

Tndvan Restarant

For frae tran sport

in Patong, call us

ANDAMAN
COASTING

By Franky Gun

granted “ soft” loansrunning into
hundreds of millions of baht by
the Thai banks.

But the smaller operators
and family-run resorts have, gen-
erally, been |eft to their own de-
vices; they seem to be of little
interest to the banks, which have
caught the scent of bigger game.

However, asmall group, led
by travel writer Richard Doring,
istrying get support from banks
and investors by bringing the
smallest of the small and medium
enterprises together to combine

forces.
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This plea for help shows dramatically and movingly how slim the survival chances of Khao Lak

businesses are at the moment.

The goal is to rebuild as
many bungalows as possible in
the shortest possible time to re-
suscitate Bang Niang Beach, the
hardest-hit area.

“Every bungalow counts,”
said Mr Doring of his quest to
find overseas Khao Lak lovers
willing to invest in a bungal ow-
sponsorship program and bring
Bang Niang back to life. The
bungalows will be built using an
eco-friendly construction system.

Investors and people inter-
ested in this project may contact
Mr Doring at email: webmaster
@khaolak.de

Spooked by stories: Despite
the tragedy and the enormous

loss of life, the spirit of surviv-
ing businessmen and residents
remains unbroken.

With just afew exceptions,
most residents are back to build
a new future, which also means
anew Khao Lak.

But a few — mostly local
Thai —people have kept away be-
cause of ghost storiesand uncon-
firmed “ panic yak-yak” spread by
other locals who have suddenly
become oracles or mediumssince
the disaster.

Luckily, only afew people
buy into the frequent prophecies
made and tales told by these
wannabe Nostradami.

| haveagood friend, akind
Tha woman, who has frequent

=
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flashes of future disasters. Much
as| like her, surrendering to and
believing such tales doesnothing
but keep you awake all night.

One does not need a seer to
know that we are in for hard
times this year. Let’s hope this
hysteriacomesto aswift end, as
it is impeding the efforts of the
survivors who are trying to get
Khao Lak back onitsf eet again.

Many fans and friends of
Khao Lak ask how best they can
help the area. The answer is
simple: come back!

For them and for everyone
€lse, the much-needed good news
isthat 26 resortsin Khao Lak are
now operational again, five of
them right on the beach.
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RIGHT: W/Cdr Dr Orawan
Kitchawengkul, the
Medical Director of the
BDC Skin & Rejuvenation
Center (left) presents a
book to Narong Joon-
juasuparerk, the Vice-
Chairman of Matichon
(Public) Co Ltd. Copies of
the weighty tome, 4
Constitution for Living, will
be distributed to 103
libraries.

LEFT: (from left)
Piyanooch Ananpakdee,
Red Room Manager
Graham Bibby and guests
at the restaurant’s recent
well-attended tsunami
fundraising dinner.

LEFT: Nuttibon “Rose” Laodee from
ArtAsia Press (right) is attracted by
David ‘Pixie’ Pczenik’s estimable
sartorial and tonsorial elegance at
The Green Man’s Burns Night Supper
on January 25. Whisky and haggis
galore, apparently.

RIGHT: Thanin Yukhunthorn (right)
from The Aspasia Phuket, hands a
box of basic supplies donated by the
Resorts of Phuket relief cooperative
to an islander of Koh Pra Thong,
Phang Nga. Fourteen local resorts
have joined forces to supply more
than a million baht’s worth of aid
around the region.
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ABOVE: Ho Kwon Ping, Chairman of Laguna Resorts & Hotels Plc (4"from left), and colleagues
present donations for local tsunami victims to the Chairman of Cherng Talay Tambon Administration
Organization, Samart Sake; Bang Tao Mlosque committee member Seree Soison; and Phuket Islamic
Organization committee member Manoch Phancalard (respectively 5%, 6™ and 7™ from left).

LEFT: Celebrating the opening of the Raffles Design Institute (RDI) in Phuket are, from left (front
row), the Principal of Phuket Wittayalai School, Sathorn Likkachai; Director of the Private Education
Commission, Anusorn Thaidecha; RDI Executive Vice-Dean Cheng Kwek Loong; and the Director of
the Phuket Provincial Education Office, Damrong Boonchoti.
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The Scandinavians are back

f all the foreign tourist groups in Thailand at the time of the tsunami, the worst-hit
were the Scandinavians, of whom thousands were killed or injured, mostly in

Khao Lak.

But, as Dhirarat Boonkongsaen discovered, that fact has not deterred Scandi-
navians from coming on vacation to Phuket. Indeed, the first and largest groups to

arrive here after the disaster were from the Nordic countries.

homas Hogelient, from

Sweden, explains, “We

feel really sorry about

what happened here, but
weknow that tourismisthemain
source of income here, and that’s
why it was important to come
here, for usto do our little bit to
help.”

Mr Hogelient spoke with
the Gazette as he relaxed by the
pool at the Phuket Orchid Resort
with hiswife, Ann, his 15-month-
old son, Elton, hisfather and his
sister.

The family arrived in Phu-
ket at the beginning of February,
having postponed their trip for
two weeks on the advice of their
tour company.

“Phuket is the same as it
was when we came to Karon
three years ago,” said Mr Hoge-
lient. “The food is good, the
people are nice.”

He continued, “The media
at home was full of news about
the tsunami, but we knew Karon
would be pretty okay.” Heand his
family intended to spend three
weeks in Karon, Kata and Pa-
tong.

Jarle Hvitstein, too, had
seen the overwhelming media
coverage about the tsunami. But
he was confident enough about
the state of Phuket to bring his
wifeand daughter herefor atwo-
week holiday. Thefamily arrived
on February 4.

“Yes, we have seen the pic-
turesontelevision, picturesof Sri
Lankaand Indonesia, and people
think Phuket is the same.

“But | checked the news
every day onthelnternet, sol'm

ST LK

rasltlavrant.

Clockwise from top right: Vir &

Hogelient.

All returning visitors to Phuket, they
looked beyond some of the media images
of the island post-tsunami and saw no

reason not to come back.

“This is my idea of Paradise,” said Mr

Halvorsen.

not suprised by how Phuket |ooks
now.”

Mr Hvitstein booked his
family’stripin November and he
had seen no reason to cancel af-
ter the tsunami. “We're going to
stay two weeks,” he added, “and
our friends arrive next week as
well.”

Thetsunami prompted ol d-
er tourists Odd Halvorsen and his
wife, Ulla-Britt, to reconsider
their travel plans but, in the end,
they decided not to change them.

“Thetour company recom-
mended that we wait until the
extent of the damage was clear,”
said Mr Halvorsen. “And when

b ar

Mrs Jarle
Hvitstein; Odd Halvorsen and his wife,
Ulla-Britt; Liv Bente Eng; and Thomas

we called them afew weeks ago,
they said it was okay to come
here.

“l don’t think it is danger-
ous to be here; it was a disaster,
not awar.

“If thiswas awar zone, we
wouldn’t dream of coming here,
but we know that there won't be
atsunami every week.

“It was very sad for the
people caught up in the tsunami,
but, having weighed up every-
thing, we decided to come.
We've been here before, we
know this place and we likeit.”

Headded, “Thisismy idea
of Paradise and my wife and |

Book now for 7hHé mos? romantic
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would liketo stay herefor along
time.”

Liv Bente Eng wanted to
see how Phuket today compared
with thelast time she visited, six
years ago.

“It was hard to look at the
pictures because so many things
seemed to have been lost, espe-
cially at Khao Lak,” she said.

“But we still wanted to
come here to see for ourselves,
and also because we had heard
how Thais helped people after
the tsunami.”

One recent Saturday after-
noon, a Novair flight landed at
Phuket International Airport.
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On board were 203 passen-
gers, the biggest charter group to
arrive in Phuket since the tsu-
nami.

Anders Ericsson and his
family were on board.

“We've been to Thailand
about seven times since 1990,”
Mr Ericsson told the Gazette at
the airport.

“We' ve checked the Phuket
Gazettewebsiteregularly, and we
did have second thoughtsimme-
diately after thetsunami, but then
we decided it was important to
come here.

“We're going to spend two
weeksin KataNoi,” he said.

Phiiket 81100, Thailani
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An Iintimidating Initl

Supachai Yuvaboon, the newly-
appointed Vice-Governor of Phuket,
arrived at Phuket International Airport
at 8:30 am on the day before he was
due to take up his post. As he traveled
from the airport, he contemplated a
leisurely lunch in Ao Chalong and a
quiet afternoon and evening before
starting work the following day.
But this was December 26, 2004.

ice-Governor Supa-
cha Yuvaboonrecalls
of his arrival in Phu-
ket, “Someone told
methere had been an earthquake,
but I didn’t think anything of it.”

Ontheway fromtheairport
to his new home, he stopped off
to pay his respects at the Hero-
ines Monument, then went from
there to the Vice-Governor’s of -
ficial residence.

A friend called to say Pa
tong had been hit by a big wave
but even then, the magnitude of
what had just happened was still
not clear.

“It was still very quiet in
Phuket City, and evenwhen | saw
lots of people and
vehiclesat the Gov-

and English languagesand to re-
ceive donations.

“Few peoplerealized that |
wasthe new Vice-Governor, and
when | wasintroduced to people,
many pointed out that | arrived
with the tsunami. “If you look at
it negatively, then | brought bad
luck, but people have said it was
lucky | arrived when | did, be-
cause | was ableto help after the
tsunami.

“l learned an awful lot in
the days after the tsunami. |
learned that, even when they
were in trouble, people here
didn't want used clothes, either
becausethey didn't likethe style
or because they felt uncomfort-
able wearing them,
which is different

ernor’soffice, | just | also felt very from people in the
assumed there had  SOITY for the people  North and Isarn.
be%n \?/éar crsash who were in ] “'I('jhe tsur%ami
sal ov Supa- showed me how
chai. tTOUb'e- The generous people
“At 11 am, |  tourists who COme  can be, in the way
saw a helicopter to Phuket are rich, theytriedtohelpby
and | asked my of- i donating things.
ficer what was go- but at that time, “But| dsofelt
ing on. He said the money meant very sorry for the
Governor wasoff to nothing.” peoplewho werein

inspect Patong, but

| didn’'t realize just how bad the
situation was until the Governor
called an emergency meeting for
1pm.”

Although V/Gov Supachai
had been to Phuket before, it had
been as a tourist, and, conse-
guently, he struggled to follow
what was happening during the
planning of the rescue effort.

But he had to get to grips
with his new task immediately.
“My mainjobwasto organizethe
call center service for both Thai

trouble. The tour-
istswho cometo Phuket arerich,
but at that time, money meant
nothing.

“I met a foreign man who
waswearing boots, but hewanted
some sandals, which he didn’t
have. | managed to find somefor
him, and hewas ableto get rid of
his boots.

“The person who impressed
memost, | think, was Panomphol
Thummachartniyom, President
of the Phuket Professional Guide
Association, who arranged for

5 knlekwan B

Vice-Governor Supachai Yuvaboon: ‘I’'m not interested in becoming
a politician, because I'm not very good at lying ... | prefer to work
on the ground with local people.’

guideswho speak all kindsof lan-
guagesto help thetourists. They
worked day and night to help
people and organize things.”

V/Gov Supachai believes
some good can come from the
bad of thetsunami, if peoplelook
at what they can learn about di-
saster preparedness.

“For example,” he said,
“We noticed that when the sea
receded, Thai people went down
to the beach to collect fish or take
pictures, but the sea gypsies
headed for the hills.

“Hopefully, thiskind of di-
saster will not happen very often,
but we can learn from it. | don’'t
think the situation was handled
wrongly, because thiswasan un-
precedented event —tsunami usu-
aly happen inthe Pacific Ocean,
not here.”

The tsunami aside, the
Vice-Governor has been struck
by how different Phuket is from
rural Thailand, where he has
worked in the past.

“Phuket is a developed

i
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province and people have more
money here, but | will adjust,” he
said. “Onething | should do here,
though, is improve my English,
because of the amount of inter-
est there is in Phuket from the
foreign press.”

Already, V/Gov Supachai
has become frustrated with the
slow pace of Thai bureaucracy,
largely caused, he says, by the
anti-corruption regulations.

“There are all these rules.
Officers can't do anything on
their own intitative; they haveto
go through this whole process
step-by-step. | think it would be
all right for a CEO governor to
have the authority to make cer-
tain decisions,” he explained.

A graduate of Chiang Mai
University’s Faculty of Political
Science, and the holder of an
MBA from Roosevelt University,
Chicago, V/Gov Supachai spent
20 years with the Office of Ac-
celerated Rural Development
(OARD).

During his time with the

ation

OARD, he carried out inspec-
tions, surveys and handled plan-
ning in amost every provincein
Thailand.

“I joinedthe OARD in 1973
in Bangkok, but I moved to
Chanthaburi, Udon Thani, Cha-
choengsao, Petchaburi then back
to Bangkok, al thetimeworking
for the OARD,” he said.

“My position before | left
was as an inspector for the
OARD. | met lotsof local people
as | carried out surveys or ex-
plained projectsto them, or asked
them what help they wanted.”

OARD initiativesincluded
research into water resources,
road building, developing in-
come-generating projects for
peoplein rural areas and taking
electricity to rural communities.

In 2002, K. Supachai was
appointed Vice-Governor of
Uttaradit, a job he held until he
was moved to Phuket.

“Being a government of-
ficerisinmy blood. My father is
Dr Chamnan Yuvaboon, whowas
the first governor to be assigned
to Bangkok, and my older brother
is Chanasak Yuvaboon, who was
Chief Administrative Officer
(Palad) at the Ministry of Inte-
rior until heretired last year.

“1 would liketoretire soon,
although I’'m not sure when. |
want apeaceful life, maybe have
my own small business. I’d like
toretirebeforel’m 60, beforeit’s
too late to start something new.

“I’'m not interested in be-
coming apolitician, because!l’m
not very good at lying — not that
I’'m saying that all polititicians
areliars, but | prefer to work on
the ground with local people.

“Itiseasier to progressrap-
idly as a politician, but | don't
really think my character is suit-
able for me to be apalitician.”

He continued, “I have a
daughter, who is 29 years old,
and ason, 22. | don’t expect them
to become government officers;
I won't push them, I’'ll just leave
them to find their own ways in
their careers.

“That said, | don’t think
they’re that interested in being
government officers, having seen
their grandfather, uncle and dad
do the job already; | think they
think they’re learned enough
from us already,” he laughed.
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AQUARIUS (January 21-Febru-
ary 19): Spending precious time
trying to convince others of your
point of view will be uselessthis
week. It will be far better to fol-
low your instincts and let them
catch up later when the penny
drops. On Tuesday you hear an
improbable story, but thereisno
smoke without fire. Aquarians
are advised to do some investi-
gating of their own before react-
ing. The number 7 is interesting
on Tuesday.

PISCES (February 20-March
20): On Monday someone will
try to smooth-talk you concern-
ing a get-rich-quick scheme.
Pisceans who value their own
opinionswill not betakeninfor
a second. During the coming
weeks you should aim for
steady financial improvement
and put proposed large pur-
chases on hold. New love is
destined to founder on the rocks
if you don’t nurture it. The
color moss green helpsto open
your heart.

ARIES (March 21-April 20):
Make sure you get the right end
of the stick before reacting this
weekend. Mixed messages are
likely on Sunday and hot-tem-

pered Arians need to ascertain
what the truth is. Personal prob-
lems should subside by the
middle of the week and a mel-
low mood helpsyour lovelifeto
flourish. Plansto relocate start to
take shape; if you have any lin-
gering doubts, cast them away.

TAURUS (April 21-May 21):
Taureanswill be seeing red when
someone makes an insensitive
comment on Monday. Refrain
from lowering your horns and
charging in immediately with a
bull-in-a-china-shop response.
There will be chance later to re-
taliate in a subtle and effective
way. A golden opportunity for
self improvement is about to be
handed to you on a platter —the
only missing ingredient in the
recipefor successisyour lack of
confidence.

GEMINI (May 22-June 21): An
interesting snippet of gossip has
the ring of truth and provides
food for thought this week. If
you're suffering from a bout of
boredom, start counting your
lucky stars and you will realize
that there's every reason to be
grateful for your good fortune.
Geminis with an excess of time
ontheir handswill beabletofind
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a worthwhile charitable outlet.
The number 3 is beneficial on
Wednesday.

CANCER (June22-July 23): You
should prepare for some unwel-
come confrontation this week-
end. A niggling relationship mat-
ter comes to a head, causing a
slightly stormy atmosphere at
home. More beneficial condi-
tions arrive midweek and you
will then be glad that the prob-
lem was highlighted and sorted
out. A good lesson to learn from
al thisisto feel with your heart
and think with your head. It's
time to get more creative with
your appearance.

LEO (July 24-August 22): Popu-
larity is at an all time high this
month for those born under the
sign of Leo. Admirersaredrawn
to you as bees to a flower,
though not all of this attention
will be welcome. One particu-
larly annoying visitor midweek
needs to be reminded to call be-
fore putting in a personal ap-
pearance. An idea for a new
hobby comes out of the blue and
could give satisfaction for along
time to come.

VIRGO (August 23-September
23). Others don’t normally see

you as a shy person, but your
natural tendency to withdraw is
strong this week. Those who
crave some solitude may need to
travel outsidetheir usual environ-
ment to find it. On Thursday you
will be on the receiving end of
an unexpected gift; thisistruly a
case of “what goesaround comes
around” . Treat yourself to anew
scent or aftershave with natural
woody tones.

LIBRA (September 24-October
23): Too much daydreaming
could land you in hot water this
week. It seemsthat many Librans
have bitten off more responsibil-
ity than they can comfortably
chew, but you will havetofind a
way to accomplish what needsto
be done. Where affairs of the
heart are concerned, try toremain
realistic even if your head is
somewhere in the clouds. The
object of your affections is not
telling you everything.

SCORPIO (October 24-Novem-
ber 22): The private side of your
nature will be compromised
when someone is determined to
know what really makesyoutick.
Scorpios should guard against
giving away too many secrets —
maintaining an air of mystery
will add to your attractivenessin

" Phuri Phimaan"

Nai Yang Beach - Phuket

the long run. There's a new so-
cial scene waiting to be em-
braced; accept invitationsand go
with an open mind. Wear deep
orchid purple to encourage
wealth.

SAGITTARIUS (November 23-
December 21): Luck issimply a
case of preparation meeting op-
portunity and those Sagittarians
who have done enough ground-
work in the past few weeks are
about to reap rewards. On the
romantic front, an admirer gets
your notice, but the immediate
chemistry isn’t enough to sweep
you off your feet. This could be
a relationship worth working at
slowly. Business appointments
are best scheduled for later inthe
week.

CAPRICORN (December 22-
January 20): If you are suffer-
ing from an excess of nervous
energy you are advised to get
moving. Physical activity isthe
best remedy for your inability to
sit still and smell the jasmine
thisweek. On Sunday, break the
ice with a stranger and it could
lead to an interesting involve-
ment, though not necessarily of
the hearts and flowers variety.
Scorpio has a lucrative tip on
Wednesday.
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Gifts of love
forVaentine's
Day

By Sangkhae Leelanapaporn
& Dhirarat Boonkongsaen

oney — as the Beatles famously sang — can’t

buy you love (except, perhaps, on Soi Bangla),

but it can buy a beautiful gift for the one you

love. With Vaentine's Day almost upon us,
the Gazette today showcases gifts for lovers.

Clockwise from top right: Luxurious chocolates, 65
baht - 450 baht, from Duc de Pradlin, Fisherman Way Busi-
ness Center;

Cute card from Cordial, Central Festival Phuket,
which has cards ranging in price from 50 to 200 baht;

“Couples’ dog bowl, 260 baht, from Raksat Dog Spa,
Central;

Hisand hers Solvil et Tituswatches, 6,600 baht, from
City Chain, Central or Robinson;

Real roses from Mettha, Yaowarat Rd, Puket City,
50 baht a stem;

Heart-shaped cushions 299 baht each, from Index Liv-
ing Mall,

Artificial roses are a message of love that last, 80
baht to 290 baht, also from Index;

Diamond two-heart bracelet, 71,800 baht; diamond
hearts wristlet, 47,000 baht; pink heart locket, 9,000 baht,
from Tawee Suwan shopsat Central and Montri Rd, Phuket
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N aclass

f1tsow

he Eastern & Oriental

Expressis as luxurious

as it is romantic. The

glistening green and
cream-colored coachesthat make
up this 66-compartment transport
of delight are the result of a vi-
sion which took a long time to
come to fruition.

In an age of packaged pas-
sengers traveling at bewildering
speeds, seal ed away from contact
with the elements, the E& O, like
adiscreet valet, offersagracious
aternative.

This easeful passage starts
at Bangkok, with uniformed
stewards stowing luggage
aboard, dispensing tea, smooth-
ing ruffled feathers and settling
passengers into their air-condi-
tioned compartments.

All compartments have an
attached bathroom, but whilethe
Standard cabins are pretty much
occupied by adoublebunk which
converts into a sofa by day, the
State sleeping cars are consider-
ably roomier, witharmchairsand
more than enough room to swing
acat. The Presidential suitesedge
towards — by railway standards
—the palatial.

Crisp linen, specially-de-
signed Italian china, mono-
grammed French silver cutlery
and German crystal bedeck the
dining cars.

TALES

TRAVELER

By Ed Peters

Best of al, at the end of the
train, there is an open-air obser-
vation car that allows passengers
to experience all the sights and
sounds and smells of life beside
the tracks.

While passengers knock
back their aperitifs, the chefsin
the galley labor to create a four-
course dinner. Fresh ingredients
are taken on board at main sta-
tionsand supplemented by hawk-
ers waresaongtheline; theraw
material for afeast on wheels.

Theevening meal over, pas-
sengers converge on the bar,
wheretheliqueursrock gently in
the glasses, the lighting is muted
and the talk is rich with refer-
ences to life in the upper ech-
elons.

Dawn bringsanew day and
anew horizon, ever changing as
the Express “thunders’ towards
itsdestination at 80 kilometersan
hour

Outside are the jungles,
paddy fields and villages, lush
green countryside that trundles
by as a continuously-moving

panorama of Asian rural life.
Buffalo amblethrough the scrub,
sauntering schoolchildren laugh
and wave, old crones look up
from the kitchen step, regarding
the train with an air of lost re-
membrance of their youth.

The E&O bowls through
the countryside, leaving theroyal
resort of Hua Hin in its wake,
stopping only briefly at the Ma-
laysian border for a passport
check, and again at Butterworth,
near Penang.

The scenery changes now,

BAAN CHANG THAI

Plot size: 1,550 sgm

A Luxurious villa in the tropical paradise
of Kamala Beach, Phuket

Ffor more information please contact:
bl R R A S b S et e R R e e
Webryen-romalo=orehid-eriate-come-Emaisinioaromaio=nrehic-estiote-com

A fully equipped gym provides absolute pleasuns |

L

and gold-domed mosques take
the place of temples and indi-
vidual domestic spirit houses.

In the dead of night, Kuala
Lumpur Railway Station is de-
serted, brightly lit but eerily
quiet. Off againinto the darkness,
the Express whispers past the si-
lent rubber estates until daybreak,
when it sweeps through Johor
Bahru and across the causeway
into the Lion City, Singapore.

As an endnote, here are
three little-known railway facts:

The completion of Kuala

I I I el C i
F L

lifestyle in this beautiful fropical villa.
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Above: The suites on board
the Eastern & Oriental
Express are luxurious.

Left: After enjoying a four-
course dinner in the dining
car, guests retire to the bar
to partake of a few drinks.

Lumpur railway station was de-
layed until 1911 becausethe roof
failed to meet British railway
specificationsand could not sup-
port three feet of snow.

The first railway built in
what wasthen Malayawas made
entirely of wood and was eaten
by ants.

A pamphlet published in
1928 announced: “The scenery
aongthelinewill givetravellers
a good impression of British
Malayaand Siam. The privilege
of breaking the journey at vari-
ous interesting points makes it
the more advantageous to travel
by rail.”

Three quarters of acentury
later, that's till very true.

or a perfect
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Hidden Words

Hidden in the grid below are the names of more than 20
European capital cities. The words may read vertically,
horizontally or diagonally. They may also read right-to-
left or down-to-up. Seeif you can find more than your
family or friends. Score: Morethan 10, good; morethan
15, very good; 20 or more, excellent.
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Get your brain
in gear with
The Monster Quiz

1. What isthe southern- was born February 12,
most point of the 1809?
Republic of Ireland? 14.
8. Japaneseall-girl band
2. What isthe name of The5, 6, 7, 8s appear in
the début album of which two movies?
girl band The 411's? 15.

9. What foodstuff has the
varieties Carmargue,

3.  Which former mem- . )
mochi and carnaroli?

ber of Boyzone has

. 16.
the middle names 10. What isthe correct term

Patrick John?
cHilEsa for an uncontrollable

urge to set fire to 17.
4. 7and7Iswasal9e’ things?

hit for which US

psychedelic band? 11. Whichiconic painting  1g

) was stolen February 12,
5. What wasthe B-side 19947

of the single called?

D
O
9

bR

cradle of civilization”.

Which country now
forms alarge part of
that region?

Isak Dinesen was a pen
name for which Danish
writer?

What is the capital of
Moldova?

What is the currency of
Gambia?

Which country hasthe
Internet digraph “.za” ?

“Chic nitric sari” isan
anagram of which
actress's name?

Which river meets the
sea at St Nazaire?

Answers next week

19.
. 12. One And One was a hit
6. AlexisMunday, Dylan in 1996 for which
Sanders and Natalie techno/trance DJ?
Cook are charactersin
) . o 20.
which movies? 13. Nametheregionin the
Middle East that is
7.  Which US president often referred to as “the
Never
Word!
AcCross

1. Levis, for example.
4. Ontop of.

6.  Unit of resistance.
8

1

. Bossy Peanuts character.
0. Moviewith acast of thou-
sands, perhaps.

13. Satirize.

14. Marseilles affirmative.

15. The Greatest.

16. Dickensian miser.

17. Indian exercise system.

19. Blood vessel. 275
21. Dog or cat, maybe.

23. Indian capital.

24. Heavenly assistant. Down %g
ANSWERS TO LAST WEEK’S §; Sj;‘v‘;gnség‘;i&a %
MONSTER QUIZ ) 4. Before noon. '
1. Viktor Yuschenko; 2. Westminster Abbey, f) g (sze:\/irnls Se:/f(rj]énce
London; 3. Edinburgh Castle; 4. Their origins q;’ 8. Son fory agbabe )
are from Old Norse; 5. Alfred Dobbs (Lab- | | 2 B o Living under canvas
our); 6. One day: July 27, 1945; 7. Coordi- n o 11. Put forward an idea.
nated Universa Time; 8. Broadcast the first L ‘% 12, Nativeof Santi ago, maybe.
hourly UTC timesignal; 9. Cristiano Ronal do; R ’
10. Ethologist; 11. McLaren; 12. Melbourne, . oy
March 6; 13. Oslo; 14. Norwegian parliament; e = an ‘D?*hzll"
15. Arabic; 16. April 14, 1977, in New York; = el
17. Avebury, England; 18.0lympus Mons, on % o < & 076-396317
Mars, 25 kilometers; 19. Plutocracy; 20. Camp n T . _,':I'“,'_d s S
Dubois, Illinois. RO ool cosshonzil® hotmadl.com

Raw material for metal.
Rocksfor adrink.
3.14159265 etc.
Informal thanks.

Solution next week

&Give Your Child
a Good Start
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Chaos and cacoph

ndiahasawaysbeen afeast

for the senses, and often a

source of sensory overload.

This impression was rein-
forced by a recent visit to
Calcutta.

The streets of Calcutta are
an ongoing pageant of vehicular
chaos. Cars, buses, trams, trucks,
taxis, tuk-tuks, bicycles, pedi-
cabs, rickshaws, wagons, carts,
coolies, vendors,
pedestrians, and
cows joust for
precedenceinthe
tumultuous
streets. Many
yearsago | saw a
goatherder driv-
ing a flock of
goats across a
major intersec-
tion at high noon.

All  this
commerce is
conducted amid
maximum noise. For it isaxiom-
atic that when many people are
striving to make themselves
heard, it is the loudest voice that
will emerge victorious.

Hence the popular miscon-
ception that no Calcuttan is ca-
pable of speaking below thelevel
of ashout. When everybody else
is shouting, it makes sense to
shout louder. In the West, the
squeaky wheel getsthegrease; in
India, the loudest voice gets the
chapatti.

So it should comeasno sur-
prise that in Calcutta, people

TSOWNDINGS
By S. TSOW

drivewith their horns. If adriver
is not honking his horn, he feels
he is not doing his job, and ev-
erybody else figures he must be
asleep at the wheel.

The drivers of Calcutta
would change Descartes' motto
“1 think, therefore | am” to “I
drive, therefore | honk.” Sound,
after al, isasign of life; and the
drivers of Calcutta are eager to
assure the world
that they arevery
much alive.

The horn
conveys a mes-
sage: “| am com-
ing! Make way
for me!” Trucks
often haveasign
on the back read-
ing “HORN,
PLEASE.” This
tells the drivers
behind them to
sound their horns
if they want to pass.

Remarkably, Indian pedes-
trians never seem to get angry at
being honked at. They actually
seemto appreciateit. Maybethey
think it shows that somebody is
paying attention to them. If so,
the drivers of Calcutta are ex-
tremely solicitous about reassur-
ing pedestrians of their loving so-
licitude.

The horn is such an essen-
tial element of Indian driving that
when an Indian monk visited the
US and was shown an American
car, the first thing he wanted to
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know was where the horn was.
When told that Americansrarely
sound their horns, except to in-
dicateincipient road rage, hewas
stunned.

And there are not only
horns. Every vehicle hasits dis-
tinctive noisemaker to announce
its presence to the teeming mass-
es.

Bicyclists ring their bells,
rickshaw-pullers sgqueeze their
bulb horns, and other vehicles
sound an impressive variety of
whistles, klaxons, sirens, buzz-
ers, zappers, clackersand whoop-
whaoop devices.

To the Western ear, the re-
sult is cacophony. To the Indian
ear, it may well be a symphony,
aharmony of felicitously-blend-
ed sounds. Where the Westerner
perceives chaos, the Indian may
perceive order; for order and
chaos, after all, arelargely in our
heads, and to the Indian mind,
both are part of the inscrutable
play of Maya.

Crossing a Calcutta street
can be a frightening experience
for aWesterner. You might berun
over by atram, abus, atruck, or
acar; knocked down by abicycle
or apedicab; trampled by hordes

ony In Calcutta

of coolies and pedestrians; or
speared by one of the poles used
to pull arickshaw.

But if you're lucky, you
might win ahigh-statusdeath and
be run over by an Ambassador.

Of all the vehicles that ply
the streets of Calcutta, the Am-
bassador is king. This is a car,
made in India, that is based on
the 1948 Morris Oxford from
Britain. For yearsit wasthe only
car ontheroads. Now it isgradu-
aly being supplanted by a vari-
ety of upstart Japanese-style in-
terlopers.

The Ambassador is asym-
bol of Indiaitself. Stately, grand,
and old-fashioned, it conveysan
impression of dignity, sturdiness,
and stability. It may not betrendy,
but it is deep —and asimmutable
as the Absolute. That 1948 de-
sign was good in 1948 and for
all eternity.

Flighty Japanese models
may come and go, but the Am-
bassador endures unchanged. If
it is ever consigned to the junk-
pileof history, wewill know that
the old India herself has begun
to die.

To be run over by an Am-
bassador would be a prestigious
death indeed, and certainly much
better than being speared by a
rickshaw.

Ardent Indophile S Tsow can be
flamed at stsow@yahoo.com, ex-
cept when he'strying to avoid be-
ing speared by a rickshaw.

The casefor

his month | would like

to point out the legal

problems that may oc-

cur when due diligence
isnot conducted properly before
the purchase of a property.

Mr X, aforeign director of
aTha company, learned through
his bank that a piece of land,
which included a building,
would be for sale through pub-
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lic auction becauseit had be-
come an NPL — a non-per-
forming loan —when the pre-
vious owner failed to repay
his bank after borrowing the
money to buy the property.

Appointing the bank
representative as his agent to
buy the property at the auction,
Mr X was assured that there
would be no problems, because
the bank would approve the sale
at acertain price.

Mr X would pay through
his company account with the
same bank, in the form of cash-
ier's check to the bank represen-
tative buying the property on his
behalf.

The auction went well and
Mr X’scompany successfully bid
for the property at the price
agreed with the bank, with a25%
down payment made immedi-
ately after the auction.

All wasarranged, and with-
in 14 days, Mr X’s company had
to make a final payment to the
auctioneer which, again, he ar-
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being duly diligent

LAYING

ranged through the bank’s repre-
sentative.

Mr X received all the docu-
ments necessary to file for
change of ownership of the prop-
erty.

At the Land Department of -
fice, however, hisrepresentative
was informed that, as a result of
acivil case, therewasacourt or-
der freezing any transfer of own-
ership of the property.

As aresult, the transfer of
property ownership to Mr X’'s
company was denied, even
though all the necessary docu-
ments had been supplied.

Mr X's company now had
the problem: He had paid money
to the auction house, but hiscom-
pany could not take ownership of

Thai Chirepractor
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THE LAW

With Friedrich
‘Sam’ Fauma

the property. Mr X consulted a
law firm and appointed a law-
yertofileacasein courttofree
the assets from the previous
court order and allow transfer
of ownership.

The case went to court

took a further eighteen months.

Finally, the order of thefirst
court to freeze the property was
reversed and the appeal granted,
and Mr X’scompany was ableto
register the change of ownership
of the land and building bought

and Mr X’sapplica- 2%, years before.
tion was rejected, on At the Land Unfortunately,
the grounds that the Department ... during this period,

civil case that had
caused thetransfer to
Mr X to be frozen
had yet to be re-
solved.

This decision
wasnot what Mr X or
the bank had ex-
pected and, as they
could not understand
how the court had
reached such a deci-
sion, an appea was
launched to reverse the decision
of the court to freeze the prop-
erty.

This process had already
taken about ayear, and by going
to appeal, Mr X’s company was
facing an unlimited wait; thereis
no limit on the amount of time
the Appeals Court may take in
deciding a case.

Mr X's company was still
unable to take possession of the
property and had to wait for the
Appeals Court’sdecision, which

his representative
was informed that,
as a result of a
civil case, there
was a court order
freezing any
transfer of
ownership of the

property.

the Thai government
reduced the deduc-
tion alowed on cor-
poratetax from 3.3%
to only 0.1%.

Asaresult, Mr
X's company paid a
great deal more in
transfer fees than it
would have done had
thetransfer of owner-
ship gonethrough 2%2
years earlier.

The lesson to be learned
from thistaleisthat it isvital to
have a property thoroughly
checked before buying it or even
committing oneself to buying it,
regardless of how reliable your
initial information may seem.

Thiscolumniscompiled fromthe
collective experience of the part-
nersin the International Law Of-
fice, Phuket City. Tel: 076-
222191-5. Fax: 076-222196.
Email: interlaw@loxinfo.co.th.
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A4 turnsanew page

aunched at the Paris Sa-

lon last September, the

new Audi A4 has been

hailed by industry insid-
ers as “the best yet”. With more
rounded lines yet a squarer
stance, it isalmost as though the
A4 has grown up.

Following the success of
therevised A8 and A6, Audi left
the A4tolast for amakeover and
theresult isastunning sedan that
is more than a match for its
Mercedes and BMW rivals.

Although only marginally
longer than its predecessor, the
new car appearsto belarger, pos-
sibly due to the revamped front
end and restyled bumpers.

There are two body styles
on offer: the normal four-door
sedan and the Avant station
wagon, which offers far more
luggage space. While the Avant
is popular in Europe, the sedan
version is likely to be the big
sellerin Asia

Although there are a num-
ber of engines available for the
A4, including a direct-injection
3.2-liter gasoline motor devel op-
ing a healthy 255bhp (188kW),
the most popular choiceswill al-
ways be the two-liter gasoline or
diesel motors.

The former, featuring a
lightweight aluminum block,
produces a respectable 130bhp
(96kW), giving a top speed in
excess of 210kmh and a bench-
mark 0-100kmh sprint time of a
shade under 10 seconds.

The diesel gives similar
performance but benefits from a
huge increase in torque: 320Nm
compared to a meager 195Nm
from the gas engine.

The diesel motor is fitted
with acatalytic particul atefilter,
which is claimed
to be 100% main-
tenance-free, and
al Audi’s current
engines meet the
latest Euro 1V
emission require-
ments.

A vast num-
ber of options are
available for the
new Audi, including double glaz-
ing, run-flat tires and a cool box
mounted in the glove box.

All models, however, fea-
ture individual air-conditioning
controls for the driver and front-
seat passenger; two-stage front
airbags; side bags in the front
seatbacks; and full-length air cur-
tainsto protect from sideimpacts.

£
BEHIND

THE

—__THE
WHEEL

By Jeff Heselwood or

Mg
S
s

e
hlh\._"-"""'-

ONE FOR THE BOOKS With more rounded lines yet a squarer stance, and a top speed of 210kmh, the new Audi A4 has been hailed
by industry insiders as “the best yet”.

Also standard is the |atest-
generation ESP (el ectronic stabil-
ity program), brake assist and
electronic-brake distribution. A
useful feature is the trapezoidal,
aluminum rear suspension, which
isboth light and space-saving. It
does not intrude on trunk space
yet givesalmost perfect handling
under most condi-
tions.

There are
various other op-
tions available in
different markets.
Choices include
four-wheel drive,
six-speed manual
Tiptronic

"boxes. With the
two-liter power plantsand front-
wheel drive, afive-speed manual
gearbox — or the constantly vari-
able Multitronic auto transmis-
sion — is the more likely combi-
nation.

Safety is aprime consider-
ation in any modern motor car
and the A4 contains a great deal
of high-strength steel to absorb

crash energy. Although the new
model has yet to be tested under
the stringent European New Car
Assessment Programme (Euro
NCAP), the outgoing model
scored a four-star rating.

The larger A6, which was
tested last year, scored the maxi-
mum fivestars, anditlookslikely
that the new A4 will also achieve
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a high rating when it is tested
later this year.

Audi hasturned itself from
a rather staid, second-rank
luxury car manufacturer into a
solid performer within the giant
Volkswagen group, Europe’s
largest auto maker. While the
top-of-the range A8 continuesto
impress and the executive A6 se-

dan ismaking huge inroadsinto
underdevel oped markets such as
mainland China, the A4 is still
the mainstay of Audi’s produc-
tion.

The latest offering will
surely cement Audi’s reputation
asabuilder of finecarsthat area
little more interesting to drive
than much of the opposition.

W lounsindsmoving.com
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Winding up the relief workers

Things are calming down after the tsunami. The dead have been
retrieved, the injured have been taken care of and, where necessary,
repatriated. The debris has mostly been cleared and reconstruction
iswell under way.

The work is, of course, far from over. Identification of thou-
sands of corpses will take many months. Long-term help will be
needed by those still suffering psychological trauma. The battles
between local businesspeople and the government have only just
begun. But the whole effort has moved on from frantic rescue to
measured reconstruction.

During the initial phases, and still now, thousands of foreign
volunteersgavetheir timeunstintingly to the effort, arriving ontourist
visas and pitching in wherever they were needed. No one asked
whether they had non-immigrant visas or work permits. Their con-
tributions were appreciated for what they were — heartfelt wishesto
help people and a country in trouble.

Working alongside them were many who were already living
and working in Phuket. They have achieved an astonishing amount
of good work, in the early days delivering supplies where and when
they were needed, getting homes built and hel ping fishing commu-
nitiesto get boats so that they could get back to lifeasnormal —or as
near normal asis possible after one's village has been smashed.

What was striking was how swiftly such people reacted to the
crisis, especialy in contrast with the ability of the national bureau-
cracy to deliver what was needed, where it was needed, and when.

Thiswill, of course, all cometo an end. No government would
tolerate for long thousands of foreigners working without the cor-
rect paperwork, however good their intentions.

Indeed, when asked about the rules on this, the Phuket Provin-
cial Employment Services Office (ESO) told the Gazette that for-
eign volunteers who come to Thailand to help in tsunami charity
work must have work permits, whether they are paid or not —that's
the law.

Volunteers without work permits risk a maximum penalty of
threeyearsin jail or a 30,000 baht fine — or both, the ESO added.

Sofar it appearsthat gratitude to the volunteers has outwei ghed
official rectitude, but already the ESO has stated that it will be ap-
plying the law soon, probably from next month.

One can only hope that when this happens, it will be done with
great tact. Phuket and neighboring provinces are already struggling
to get the tourists back. A heavy-handed campaign to round up and
boot out selflessforeign volunteersfor contravening labor lawswould

not help. — The Editor
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Thanks very much for helping.
Come back soon. (Of course, you
have to leave first...)

VOLUNTEERS

EXIT
FOR
TSUNAMI
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Let}ers

The Gazetteis pleased to receive mail from read-
ers. Please write to us at 367/2 Yaowarat Rd,
Amphur Muang, Phuket 83000, fax to 076-213971
or send an email to editor@phuketgazette.net

Remove the beach
chairsfor good

WEell done to the government for
finally cleaning up the beach.
These chairs are like a cancer;
once one is allowed they multi-
ply rapidly and without control.

Before the disaster, we all
saw that therewas no control and
no authority in the beach area.
The chairs were up to four rows
deep in some places and packed
sotightly that you could not reach
the sand and the sea.

It'sabeach, not abackyard.
If you want to sit in a chair, then
stay by the hotel pool.

The bars will be the next
thing to creep back, again with
no control. Before the tsunami,
the town spent lots of money to
construct a footpath for tourists.
The footpath was soon annexed
by bars, massage people and
beach chair operators.

In time, the beach chairs
began to spread from the beach
to the footpath. Thismadeit im-
possible for the tourists to get
around.

Then there are people who
come to Phuket for a couple of
weeks and complain about the
sun! Don't they sell sunscreenin
your countries and why the hell
do you come here if you want to
sit in the shade?

You should sit under the
trees and |leave the beaches free
for those who enjoy them.

If the beach chairs must be
replaced, then they should be
lined up — no more than one row
deep — along the tree line with
sufficient space between them to
allow people to get past. This
way, the* cavedwellers’ can till
have their shade without affect-
ing the beachgoers.

| see that the jet-skis are

back, recklessly driving among
the swimmerswith no regard for
safety. The government should
begin policing the beach to stop
the dangerous jet-skis and im-
pose heavy fines on those who
drive them unsafely.

So many residentshavetold
me that the beach looks how it
didin the old days. Let's keep it
that way: beautiful.

Thisisan opportunity to get
it right.

Dave
Patong

Safety before profit?

Itisjust five weekssincethetsu-
nami struck, and | still have
nightmares about the churning
mixture of heavy wooden deck-
chairs and screaming sunbathers
| saw from my apartment over-
looking Kata Beach.

It wasclear to methat, with-
out those heavy deck chairs, the
number of people injured and
killed by the tsunami would have
been far less.

Thus, | have been follow-
ing with interest the debate that
has been going on over the fu-
ture of the deck chair business.
Should there be plastic mats in-
stead of deck chairs? Should only
lightweight plastic deck chairsbe
allowed? Should there be only
one line of deck chairs and gaps
between each concession?
Should the deck chairsbe stacked
up every evening?

| was shocked and disheart-
ened to seelast night that several
hundred deck chairs had been
sneaked onto Kata Beach, many
of them the heavy wooden type,
and that in some places already
three rows of these wooden
weapons had been laid out.

Has nothing been learned

with your views for publication in our next issue.
We reserve the right to edit all letters. Pseud-
onyms are acceptable only if your full name and
address are supplied.

from the terrible disaster that
snuffed out so many lives and
destroyed so many families? Hu-
man life and safety seem to play
second fiddle to the greed of the
businesspeople who own all
these chairs.

It would seem to me that,
at thevery least, only lightweight
plastic chairs should be allowed,
and that these should be stacked
up until atourist wantsone, when
it would beput out for him. There
is no point in destroying the
safety and beauty of the beach by
laying out unused chairs.

Every evening, without fail,
all the chairs should be stacked
away. Each deck chair conces-
sion would be responsible for
keeping the beach in front of it
spotlessly clean, and haveto have
aproper trash bin, which the con-
cessionairewould carry up tothe
road every evening.

I's the government so weak
intheface of businessinfluences
that it can learn nothing, change
nothing, improve nothing follow-
ing a disaster that killed more
than 5,000 Thaisand foreigners?

Isthisthe message that will
encourage tourists to visit here
again?

Montanette
Phuket

No sense, and no
tourists either

| understand that almost every-
thing isback to normal in Phuket,
except for almost no tourists.
Thisishardly surprising as
Thai Airways International has
cut its service to Phuket and
flights from Germany, for ex-
ample, are too expensive
This makes no sense.
lan Phillips
Erbendorf, Germany

L etters conveying views and suggestions are published here. Those seeking comment from
government officials and/or business ownerswill be dealt with as Issues & Answers.
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hiswasthefirst tsunami

Thailand had suffered

fromfor many hundreds

of years —if ever —and
although the ODPM hasplansin
place for most natural disasters,
such as flooding, droughts and
major fires, and for man-made
situations — terrorism or air
crashes — this incident was sim-
ply too great to cope with.

But thisisnot to say that it
was Phuket’s failure, nor even
Thailand’s. The failure was the
region’s. Thailand was, after all,
just one of anumber of countries
that were affected.

More than 8,500 people
listed as dead or missing in six
of Thailand’'s provinces, damage
in the billions of baht ... What
can we learn from this?

It is clear that Thailand
must have its own systems in
place to detect a tsunami or any
other natural hazard.

Thecorollary tothisisthat,
once danger has been detected,
thelines of communication must
be there to warn people of what
iscoming.

It is obvious that the warn-
ing system that was in place
failed absolutely.

The US and Japan have de-
tection and warning systems,
which cover the Pacific-rim
countriesbut not therest of Asia

A detection and warning
system in the Indian Ocean, op-
erated by the US, Japan and Thai-

An unenviable job

FIRST PERSON

Metha Mekarat, 56, had already handed over the reins
of the Phuket Office of Disaster Prevention and
Mitigation (ODPM) to his successor, Kawee
Sukunthamath, some weeks before the tsunami hit
Phuket.

A native of Narathiwat, K. Metha had returned to his
home province to take up the same role there. But the in-
depth knowledge of Phuket he had gained over three years
here saw him return to the island just two days after the

tsunami to help organize the recovery.

land, and linked to all of the
countries in the region would
have given [Phuket] at least an
hour’s warning of the tsunami
caused by the Sumatra earth-
quake.

But disasterssuch asthisdo
not “belong” to just one country.
They can—and do —affect usall.

We know that the further
inland oneis from the shore, the
less severe—or non-existent even
—the effects of atsunami will be.
It is therefore essential that
Phuket should implement effec-
tive plans, including physical
measures to prevent or limit the

effect of any potential tsunami,
for the coastal areas.

Plans have been drawn up
to construct seadefenses but con-
struction has not yet started. It
will be something of abalancing
act —on the one hand making the
beaches safe but on the other en-
suring that any structures do not
detract from the beauty of the
beaches, which is what attracts
most of Phuket’s tourists.

Oneplanisto build “safety
zones’ or platforms around 20
metersout to sea. Anyone swim-
ming at the time a tsunami ap-
proaches can escape to them.

We should also build sea
walls—aswell asrefugesinland
but close to the shore — higher
than any potential tsunami —
again for peopleto escapeto. Si-
renscould also beinstalled along
the beaches.

These plans have been sub-
mitted to the government for ap-
proval and athough | can't esti-
mate exactly how long it will take
for thisto begiven, | imaginethat
it will be within three to six
months.

Making any type of radical
changesto the shoreline, such as
the building of sea walls, will

have to take into account the
people who own businesses or
homes near the beach. Agree-
ment must be reached with them.

Public hearings about the
redevelopment of Patong Beach
have been conducted and there
are four officially-appointed
committeesworking on different
areas of interest: the economy,
the environment, communities
and buildings.

It is obvious that the effect
the tsunami has had — and con-
tinues to have —ismassive. It is
no secret that the economy, which
is driven by tourism, isin a
parlous state and many peopleare
out of work as a direct result of
the low numbers of tourists.

Thegovernmentistryingto
provide immediate, short-term-
help to those now out of work but
it must also look to the future and
help tourism-related businesses.

Althoughitisout of my re-
mit to comment on it, something
must be donetoincreasetourists
confidence, thereby encouraging
them to return to Phuket.

I know that the Tourism
Authority of Thailand and the
Phuket Provincial Administra-
tion Organization (OrBorJor) are
hard at work promoting to therest
of theworld—and Thailand —that
Phuket is safe.

And Phuket is safe.

— Compiled by Siripansa
Somboon

‘Insane’ plan no

help to recovery

As alongtime visitor to Phuket/
Patong — | stay a minimum of
eight monthsayear —| have been
amazed at the plans that have
been disclosed for the rehabili-
tation of Patong Beach.

The idea that visitors will
enjoy sitting on beach mats or
plastic cushions is ludicrous.
Thesemay beacceptablein coun-
trieswhere the climate is cooler,
but they will not be accepted by
visitorsto Patong, Kataor Karon.
Anyway, what is the motive be-
hind the Government pushing
Laem Sing and Surin?

Then there are the charm-
ing ladies, and a few men, who
see to the needs of everyone by
selling liquid and solid refresh-
ments, and the massage ladies;
what will happen to their liveli-
hoods?

The “average” visitor to
Patong Beach expects these fa-
cilities. Was any visitor or tour
operator consulted before this
insane scheme was discussed by
the Mayor and Vice-Governor,
who seem to be oblivious to the
requirementsof thevisitors, who,
they seem to think will flock to
the “natural” beach.

Pattaya, Koh Samui here

they come!
Campbell Black
Patong

Patong ‘ar mpit’
must be cleaned up

| urge the authorities not to give
in to blackmail by the vehicle
rental owners.

The beach and the beach
road should be the jewels of

Patong Beach. Get the vehicle
rentals off the road — put them
somewhere else, or severely re-
strict them.

Please do something about
the tuk-tuks (baht buses and
meter taxis would be better) and
restrict the vendorsfromtheside-
walks so that tourists can walk
along them instead of being
forced into the street.

Thegovernmentisunder no
obligation to allocate public
amenitiesfor use by private busi-
Nesses.

Now is the time to make
Patong Beach tourist-friendly
and beautiful instead of reviving
its reputation as the armpit of
Phuket.

William Smith
Patong Beach

Bedridden and
bugged by sewage

| have now beenin Patong Beach
for 15 days and | have seen alot
of reconstruction of property and
business; it’s obviouswhich busi-
nesses had insurance coverage.

My major worry is the ap-
parent total lack of concern by the
authoritiesover broken and dam-
aged sewer pipes.

A major outlet pipe on the
southside of Patong Beachishbro-
ken, and the water washing
ashoreisfar fromblueor turgqoise
in color.

Also, there are countless
sewer covers missing, and the
townisstill full of debris, alarm-
ingly, mere feet away from hast-
ily-opened eating establishments.

It hasnot rained in the time
| have been here, but | believe
that when it doesrainit will start
to cause magjor problems.

The saving grace may ac-
tually bethelack of touristsover-
loading the system and the bay
area. But the government needs
to act fast to sort this out.

| am on my 12™ visit to
Thailand, and normally | havean
upset stomach for maybe one day
or lesswhile | acclimatize to the
food, heat and so on. But this
time, | amlaid up withmy fourth
stomach bug intwo weeks, some-
thing that has never happened
before.

| want to help Thailand and
Phuket as much as | can, but |
have decided to go to Pattaya
next week rather than stay in
Patong and spend most of my day
fighting a raging stomach and
looking at raw sewage being
dumped into this beautiful bay.

At least in Pattaya | know
the water is not clean.

Danny Ward
By email

An official display
of ignorance

Please do not put my byline on
articlesin the Gazette about new
businesses opening in Phuket.
Let me explain why.

Last week a tax officer,
Chutaporn Sittikarn, Revenue
Officer for Muang Phuket Re-
gion 2, visited my parents’ house
and quizzed my father.

My father is old and is not
well, so he stays home most of
thetime. He doesn’t know much
about my job. Chutaporn showed
him an article, written by meand
printed in the newspaper with my
byline, about a new shop selling
balloons.

“Is the lady in the picture

your daughter?’ she asked my
father. My dad’s eyesight is not
good, so he found a photograph
of meto show to Chutaporn, from
which it should have been clear
that | was not the person shown
in the newspaper —even the skin
color was very different.

Chutaporn, however, be-
lievedthat it wasmewho owned
the balloon shop, and issued a
summons for meto appear at the
Revenue Office.

In the summons | was ac-
cused of failing to pay tax, even
though | have paid tax every
month of every one of the seven
years| haveworked at the Phuket
Gazette.

On February 2, two days
before the deadline in the sum-
mons, | went to the Revenue Of-
fice. | wastold to take aseat at a
tablewith asign aboveit stating,
in Thai, “Survey and expedite
collection of tax from those who
have not paid.”

| felt embarrassed and an-
gry to be sitting there under that
sign, especially when | knew |
had done nothing wrong.

Chutaporn showed me the
article. “Is this is your balloon
shop?’ she asked.

| felt so angry at the stupid-
ity of the officersin the Revenue
Department, and | let her see my
anger.

| told her that maybe the
officer who had targeted me
didn’t understand English or
couldn’t read. “So why did you
haveto interview this shop?’ she
asked. “How areyouinvolvedin
the balloon business? Do you get
income from other sources than
your job?”’

“l am areporter,” | said. “I
have worked for the Phuket Ga-

zette asareporter for seven years.
My duty is to interview people
and my nameis printed there be-
cause | wrote this article.”

Chutaporn seemed sur-
prised, but made no apology. She
said that she had received orders
to follow up on this case, and it
wasn't her fault.

Perhaps it was not, but at
least these people should under-
stand the situation properly be-
fore taking action. She herself
should haveread the articlefirst,
and understood the facts.

| wasted more than 1%
hours getting them to understand
the facts and filling out a report
stating that | wasnot involvedin
the the business described in the
article; that | worked for the
Phuket Gazetteonly; that | didn’t
know the lady who owned the
balloon business before | inter-
viewed her, nor where she was
now.

Why do | have to have this
headache because the Revenue
Office staff don’t do their home-
work?

Why do | haveto sit for an
hour and a half with a sign over
my head implying that | cheat on
my taxes?

Why did they have to dis-
turb my family, and even, per-
haps, put me on somekind of tax
watchlist?

So please, from now on, do
not put my name on any story
about anything that may be tar-
geted by these ignorant people.

Sangkhae L eelanapaporn
Chief Reporter
Phuket Gazette

The Chief of the Revenue Office,
Qupanee Sipanyawichya, wasnot
available for comment. — Editor
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Getting the message

ver the past month,

and especially imme-

diately after the tsu-

nami hit Phuket, email
became critical for getting in
touch with people and letting
them know whether you, friends
or other family members were
okay or not.

But in the fight against
spam, many Internet Service Pro-
viders (ISPs) now use filters
which, although the intention is
good, can mistake a genuine
email for spam and stop it from
landingin your inbox.

Sure, some spam filtersare
better than others, but most emails
en route to their destinations go
through more than one spam fil-
ter, and many filtersdo not let the
sender know that the email was
deleted.

Some | SPs|et users config-
urefiltersto their own needs, such
asby creating a“whitelist” —that
is, making sure you receive all
emailsfrom peoplelisted inyour
address book. Thisisoneway of
making sure you receive emails
from particular people.

Conversely, such config-
urable filters al-
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To ensure you receive urgent emails, check the settings of your
ISP’s spam filter, such as these options for Yahoo accounts.

Worse till, many ISPs do
not managethefilter themselves,
instead outsourcing that task to
another company that deletes
what it deems to be spam and
passing the rest on to you.

Why isthisworse? Because
such 1SPs usually dismiss com-
plaints about genuine emails not
being delivered, or smply refer

customers to the

low userstocree KHUN WOODY'’S company that

atea“black list”

manages the fil-

of addresses COM PUTER ter, which in turn

that the users

specificaly do not want to re-
ceive emails from, say, the ven-
dors of a certain body-enhance-
ment product.

Other options may include
being able to turn the filter on or
off, adjust the sensitivity, set al-
lowed or forbidden domainsor ad-
dresses, or change what the fil-
ter does with suspected spam,
such as delete, tag or ignoreit.

However, most |SPs filter
your email without user-con-
figurable settings, no optionsand
sometimes even no noticeto cus-
tomersthat it’s being done.

will usualy refuse
to deal with end users and refer
them back to their ISP,

Then there’s your own
spam filter. It doesn’t matter
which one you use but it's not
enough simply to install it. You
have to make sure that the white
listisup to date, and that the fil-
ter is set to alow emails from
people in your contacts list and,
perhaps, addresses you' ve sent
to or replied to.

In addition, make sure that
thewhitelistsfor both your spam
filter and your I1SP’'s are the
same. If you don’t receive an
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email, don’t assumethat it wasn't
sent at al. Check with the sender,
and keep in mind that it's quite
possible the email was sent but
was blocked en route.

Regularly check your spam
or “Junk Mail” folder, aswell as
the Deleted Itemsfolder —it'sall
to easy to delete a message ac-
cidentally among all the offersfor
pillsand mortgages.

For those who use a desk-
top search tool, such as those
from Copernic, Google or Mi-
crosoft, a handy trick isto in-
clude your Deleted Items and
Junk Mail foldersin the search
index.

It is best to have a totally
separate email account with a
different ISP as a backup. Any
of the web-based email services,
such as Hotmail and Yahoo, cost
nothing, and provide a place to
receive or send messages that
are being filtered or otherwise
going astray.

If you aremissing an email,
ask the sender to try again with a
CC to your alternate account. If
onecopy arrivesbut not the other,
you know there’s something
blocking that message.

This column was compiled us-
ing information from Khun
Woody's Email Essentials. See
www. woodyswatch.com/email/
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The man who made
hisown prison

yikaShakur isthe new
moniker of “Monster”
ody Scott, bestowed

pon himself in prison.
Against all odds— he could
barely read a comic book when
he started prison life — he wrote
Monster (Penguin,
New York, 1994, 383

pp) whichissubtitled 3

“The Autobiography -

of an L.A. Gang HE

Member”. ad
Even odder, the

book received the ff t

imprimatur of the
doyenne of literary
critics, Michiko Ka-
kutani of the New
York Times, who
called it: “A shockingly raw,
frightening portrait of ganglifein
South Central Los Angeles to-
day”.

Monster is also narrow-
minded, repetitive and, despite
somevery good bits, boring. From
the age of 11, in 1975, Monster
was a member of his neighbor-
hood gang, part of abaffling mo-
saic of gangsdivided intotworri-
val groups, the Crips—who wore
blue —and the Bloods, who wore
red.
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He grew up in atree-lined
neighborhood of detached family
houses with lawns and gardens.
He had his own
stereo and a 12-
speed bike. And
ahuge arsenal of
handguns and
sawed-off shot-
guns.

| did not
bother to count
the number of fel-
low teenagers he
claims to have
killed in ambush-
es and drive-by
shootings but it’s
in the 20-30
range, all tit-for-
tat killings.

“Who fired
thefirst shot? Who knows? But,
too, who cares, when one of
theirsislayinginapool of blood
with his brains blown out. This
question becomes weightless in
the aftermath of ashooting when
someone has died. Thusthe goal
becomes the elimination of the
shooter or as many of his com-
radesas possible. Thisinevitably
leads to war — afull-scale mobi-
lization of as many troops as
needed to achieve the desired
result: funerals.”

Monster’s sole ambition is
to survive the perpetual gang
wars to become an OG (Old
Gangsta) with a mythic reputa-
tionin hisneighborhood.

Hegraduatesfrom juvenile
hall to the major prisons of San
Quentin and Soledad by thetime
heis19.

As with many criminal
memoirs, much of thistakesplace
injail, becausethat’swhere most
of hisyoung lifeis spent.

What ishisrationaefor the
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By JamesEckardt

constant mayhem?Hecan’t even
tell hislong-suffering, hard-work-
ing Mom.

“1 had no adequate answer
then for Mom about what was
happening to me,” he writes.
“Actualy, | wasn't fully aware of
the gang’s gravita-
tional pull. | knew,
for instance, that the
total lawlessness
was alluring, and
that the sense of im-
portance,  self-
worth, and raw
power was exciting,
stimulating, and in-
toxicating beyond
any other high on
this planet. But till
| could not explain what had hap-
pened to pull me in so far that
nothing outside of my set [gang]
mattered.”

He does indeed present a
lot of shocking violence both on
the street and in prison, wherethe
weak are not only subjected to
rape but to drinking urineand esat-
ing soap.

Andyou canonly admirehis
couragewhile headmitshisfears.
On his first night in an adult
prison, for example, the men in
the cells along the corridor iden-
tify themselves as Bloods and de-
mand to know hisgang affiliation.
Thoughin mortal
fear, he proudly
proclaimsthat he
isacCrip.

The Bloods
swear to kill him
the next morning.
But when helines
up outside his
cell the next mor-
ning, heisshock-
ed to see smiling
friends from his
old neighbor-
hood. They'd
only been testing
hisloyalty.

Monster
rises high in the
prison hierarchy and undergoes
theusua indoctrinationinto Islam
andradicd politics, dongwithbig
dosesof black racist cant and jar-
gon.

He emerges as a “revolu-
tionary” and returns to his old
neighborhood at the ripe old age
of 24, shocked to find that
younger gang members have
grownrich onthecrack trade and
are now wielding automatic com-
bat rifles.

Hetriesto go straight, hold-
ing down ajob for the first time
for the sake of his girlfriend and
daughters, but winds up back in
prison for another seven-year
term for assaulting a neighbor-
hood crack dealer and “confis-
cating” hisvan.

Ultimately, it's all too de-
pressing: a life completely fet-
tered by race and neighborhood
ties and gang slang. He has no
friendsoutside, never travel sany-
where, never reads anything
other than radical political tracts.
He's made his own prison.
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| nsur ance payouts offset by policy sales

Gategaeo Phetsawang

PHUKET: Insurance companiesin Thai-
land are paying out billions of baht in life
and property insurance claimsarising from
the tsunami, but insurance agents on
Phuket are looking forward to a surge in
the number of new customers taking out
insurance coverage.

Watchara Kasamanont, Chief of
Phuket Provincial Insurance Office, said
that, in Phuket alone, insurance compa-
nies have aready paid out more than 500
million baht in compensation.

“Business operators and home-
owners who have been affected by the
tsunami and have bought insurance poli-
ciescovering flood or earthquakewill defi-
nitely receive compensation,” he said.

QBE Insurance (Thailand) Co Ltd
has paid out the most in compensation for
damagesfrom the tsunami, honoring some
190 claimstotaling about 1.5 billion baht.

QBE Southern Regional Manager
Jamroen Saeton said, “We have paid about
95% of claims. We expect to pay al claims
by the end of February.”

To offest the huge payouts, K.
Jamroen said that he expects a surge in
the number of people taking out new in-
surance coverage. His company last year
saw a20% increasein the number of poli-
cies, and this year he expects to improve
on that number by more than 50%.

Ayudhaya Insurance PIic’s Phuket
Branch Manager, Sorawudh Palimapan,
told the Gazette that his company isrush-
ing to pay every clam. “So far we have
paid 70% of total claims, which amount to
300 millionbaht,” hesaid.

He added that his company had in-
creased the insurance premium for earth-
guake and flood damage in “risk” areas
from the minimum rate to the maximum
rate, but stressed that the premiums for
coverage against other kinds of disaster

have remained unchanged from those that
applied before the tsunami.

Surasak Chaiyanupong, Phuket
branch manager for New Hampshire In-
surance Co Ltd, said that hiscompany has
received 182 motor vehicleclaimsaswell
asclaimsrelating to 15 private homes, 82
small-to-medium enterprisesand 15 hotels.

He, too, expects insurance compa
niesto benefit from aboom in the number
of new policies taken out, but added that
this boom will depend on how soon the
tourismindustry recovers—without recov-
ery, business operators will not be ableto
afford the premiums.

Sawai Petchphan, Assistant Vice-
President of Finansa Life Assurance Co
Ltd, said that Finansahas paid 20 million
baht in life insurance claims since De-
cember 28, but that the payouts are al-
ready being offset by income from new
policies.

“Sincethetsunami many people have

become aware of how essential insurance
isfor [recovering from] such adisaster or
accident, which can happen at any time.

“Many new customerstook out poli-
ciesin Phuket in January. So far we have
received 10 million baht from new cus-
tomers, compared with 3 million baht in
January 2004,” he said.

In contrast, Tawee Jitsgjja, the Se-
nior Agency Consultant for American In-
ternational Assurance Co Ltd (Thailand)
(AlA), said that the tsunami may have
negatively affected AIA’s sales figures.

“Our sales figures increased by 8%
in January, but if there had been no tsu-
nami, thefigures might haveincreased by
more than 10%,” he said.

K. Tawee added that American In-
ternational hasnot increased itslifeinsur-
ance premiums, and probably will not do
so in the near future, because the chances
of disaster of a similar scale in the near
future are very small.

reader has asked:
“How can the French
franc become part of
the Eurowithout prob-
lems yet other currencies, such
as the baht, have extreme diffi-
cultieswith USdollar linkage?’

It is a good question and
one to which there are no easy
answers.

When a currency is linked
to another (“pegged”), it no
longer trades freely, although it
usually benefitsfromthe associa-
tion, such as with trade and in-
vestment flows.

In addition, if the currency
is linked, as it usualy is, to the
currency of a much larger eco-
nomic power, it may also give
greater acceptability to the
smaller “partner”.

In the case of the French
franc's linkage to the Euro, this
came about in a series of steps,
including linkage with the fore-
runner of the Euro, the European
currency unit, or ECU.

The initial peg was not
tightly fixed and it allowed par-
ticipating currencies to trade
within 3% of the peg.

The central banks of the
participating countries had to
manage their economies in a
similar fashionto their neighbors.
Thisinvolved keeping inflation at

Pros and cons of ‘pegging

modest levels, money supply un-
der control and short-term inter-
est rates at levelsthat would keep
the currency within the required
band.

It wasrelatively smplefor
France to achieve this because
one other requirement for ex-
change rate stability is that the
countrieslinked should generally
follow the same economic cycle.

The core economy of the
ECU was Germany, and the
French and German economies
follow virtually the same eco-
nomic cycle. This was not the
case for the UK, which was in
recession when other major
economiesinthefuture Eurozone
were experiencing growth.

When an economy isin re-
cession, the central bank lowers
short-term interest ratesto reduce
the cost of borrowing to encour-
age more borrowing, which sows
the seeds of economic recovery.
But the UK had to keep itsinter-
est rate high to maintain Eurozone
currency levels, which eventualy
proved impossible.

France had no such prob-
lems and its eventual accession

to the Euro was virtually
painless.

The baht linkage to
the US dollar was com-
pletely different. Thai-
land’s economy in the
early 1990s was growing
at a phenomenal pace,
which required capital to
be constantly added to the econo-
my to providefor continuing eco-
nomic expansion.

Thailand started to run a
serious current account deficit —
inlayman'sterms, it was living
beyond its means. Thai compa-
nies noted that, in order to main-
tain the currency peg with the
US dollar, domestic Thai inter-
est rates had to be much higher
than their US counterparts. It
therefore made more sense to
borrow in US dollars than in
baht.

Unfortunately, much of this
borrowed money did not increase
productive capacity in business.
There was another, seemingly
easier attraction and that was to
invest in property —mainly inthe
Bangkok property market —
which was booming.

M ONEY

Thailand's private external
debt started to soar and its cur-
rent account deficit reached the
equivalent of more than 6% of
gross domestic product.

Thailand made matters
worse by discouraging private
foreign direct investment. For-
eigners could buy shares on the
Thai stock market and foreign
corporations could invest and
build factories, but true foreign
private investment of a longer
duration — such asland purchase
— was officialy discouraged. It
dillis.

The result was that Thai
companieswere steadily increas-
ingtheir foreign debt, and foreign
investment wasmostly intheform
of “hot money” invested in the
country’sfinancial markets.

Hot money is short-term

TALKS

By Richard Watson

capital from overseas, within-
vestorslooking for speculative
gains. Such money is usually
divested at the first sign of
troublein the country whereit
isinvested.

There is nothing wrong
with hot money and it caneven
be a major advantage, but it
should never be viewed as long-
term capital.

Although hedge-fund man-
agers saw and profited rapidly
from Thailand’s plight, they did
not cause the economic collapse;
it was going to happen anyway.

What is often conveniently
forgotten is that much of the
money that was taken out of
Thailandin Juneand July in 1997
was actually Thai money.

It was not only foreigners
who were savvy enough to see
theimpending crash.

Richard Watson runs Global
Portfolios Co Ltd, a Phuket-
based personal financial plan-
ning service. He can be reached
at Tel and Fax: 076-381997,
Mobile: 01-081-4611. Email:
imm@Il oxinfo. co.th.
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Beg S muck

In the first of a new
series on learning golf
from the ground up,
Andy Johnstone -
pictured in The Stance -
takes immense pleasure
from getting his first
tottering steps right.

newaksaroundinthe

n and fresh air get-

ting exercise, in good

company, playing a

game that, even if one never ex-

celsat it, at least offers the like-

lihood of improving with every
swing or putt made.

And then there are the
clothes. Where else can one get
away with wearing such fashion
crimesasloud tartans(plaid, dear
Transatlantic Cousins) and one
glove, apart from in Michael
Jackson's house, that is?

My golf career beginswith
Bruce Whitehead, the British
PGA Pro at Laguna Phuket Golf
Club.

It'searly onaSunday morn-
ing and I’ mtherein my new natty
Nike golf shoes, tasteful shorts
and polo shirt, and one glove. |
feel an utter fraud and doomed
to failure.

Bruceimmediately putsme
at ease with his relaxed manner.
It istime for The Arms. It actu-
aly feels like a tai chi lesson.
Stand up straight with feet apart
to shoulder width, knees flexed
dlightly, with the arms hanging
naturally.

“Keep your arms straight
and bring your hands together,”
suggests Bruce. | do. “ That'sit,”
grins Bruce. “Your arms and
hands are in the perfect position
to hold agolf club.”

| practice this simple ma-
neuver a few more times, grin-
ning at the simplicity of the
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pointing to my
right shoulder.
The grip iswith
the fingers, not
the palms.
Bruce proclaims
my grip a suc-
cess. | feel an
upwelling of
emotion.

| have my
feet shoulder-
width apart and
the club in my
hands. Itistime
to adopt The
Stance. But
first, | watch
Bruce demon-
strate. It looks
simple enough.

| catch
sight of myself
in the reflective
door of the
teaching room

movement, before Bruce slots a
9-iron between my handsand we
progress to The Grip.

| take hold of the club and
Bruce suggests a few changes. |
am holding it across my palm at
nigh on 90° to my arm, like an
ax. | am gripping it with my
hands, not, as | should be, with
my fingers.

Bruce adjusts my grip,
moves the top of the handle to
rest on the pad of my palm onthe
side away from my thumb. The
clubisnow on adiagonal across
my palm.

He curls my bottom three
fingers around the handle and |
notice the small “V"-shape be-
tween thumb and forefinger. It's
pointing toward my right shoul-
der, just asit should be.

| interlock my right little
finger with my left forefinger.
The V-shape between my right
thumb and forefinger is also

W are doing :
Domestic and International
Airlines Ticket
Outbound Package
Haotel Reservation
Visa for ‘u"htnam Lags, China

| Mote: Thih b only Via Extenison.
For Stamp |8 and OUT af broacker.
If there is any cxfra expenses thas
I8 wouir oo regporai biliby,

by the driving
range. Bruce makes The Stance
look graceful. I, in contrast,
makeit ook disgraceful. Round-
ed shoulders, backside sticking
out, club thrust away from my
body likeit's a sh=tty stick.

| try again, under Bruce's
guidance. Knees dlightly flexed,
back, neck and head straight and
hinge at the waist until the club
touchesthe ground, my eyesfol-
lowing the club’shead all theway
down. My weight is distributed
evenly between my heelsand the
balls of my feet.

My stance meets with
Bruce's approval and | practice
10 or more times. | am only 30
minutesinto thelessonand | feel
I’ve achieved an incredible
amount.

It will soon betimefor The
Back Swing and The Down
Swing. Watch this space.

For more information about La-
guna Phuket Golf Club’s special
Beginner’s and Improver’s golf
lessons, contact Bruce Whitehead
at the Pro Shop at Tel: 076-
270991 or email: golfteaching@
lagunaphuket.com

Giichi Suzuki,

‘Ill stop playing when | die.’

The oldest racquet
swinger in town

iichi Suzuki may be 97

years old, but that

didn’t stop himtravel-

ling from his homein
Osaka, Japan, to Phuket to sup-
port his city in the Asian Inter-
City Seniors Team Tennis Cham-
pionships tournament, held be-
tween recently at the Phuket pro-
vincial tennis courts.

Mr Suzuki, President of the
Japan Senior TennisAssociation
(JSTA), first took up a tennis
racquet as a teenager and has
been playing ever since.

Even though he did not
compete in the Phuket tourna-
ment, he still plays regularly for
exercise.

Said Mr Suzuki, “| started
playing tennis when | was 15
years old. It was compulsory at

my high school to play one sport,
and | chose tennis.

“After that | played con-
tinualy, in national and interna-
tional tournaments, in morethan
40 countries. | love tennis, it is
such an exciting game. It is €l-
egant and a gentleman’s sport;
I'll stop playing when | die.”

In Phuket, Mr Suzuki
watched from the stands as the
24-strong Yao City-Osaka team
competed against teams from
Hong Kong, South Korea, China,
Singapore, Japan and Thailand.

Finding team memberswas
easy enough in Japan. “Tennisis
a popular sport in Japan, espe-
cidly inrelationtothesize of the
population. The JSTA has 12,000
members,” said Mr Suzuki.

— Anongnat Sartpisut

Patong Darts L eague

January 25 results: Amigos 5*
Two Black Sheep 4; Didi's 5*
Queen Mary 4; Nag's Head 4
Piccadilly 5*; Valhalla 6 Pickles
3*; OffShore vs Shakers post-
poned; Champs vs Happy Days
not available.

February 1 results: Queen
Mary 9* Vahalla 0; Shakers 7
Didi’s 2*; Piccadilly 4 OffShore
5*: Two Black Sheep* 2 Champs
7; Pickles 4* Amigos 5; Happy

p e,

GOURMET HOME SERVICE

FOR THE FINEST KITCHENS IN PHUKET

Mow you can order from our extensive range of
imporied gourmet food and local items and have
them delivered to your managed villa estate or
private home. Beel, Veal, Lamb, Pork, Poultry,
Seafood, Cheese, Ham, Vegetables & Wines.

| pEozE® MEAT MipoREERS |

For a product list please contact:
Tel: 076-253024-9 Fax: 076-216425
Email: salespmifacscoms.com

Days vs Nag's Head not avail-
able. (* = winner of beer leg.)

Standings after February 1: 1.
Amigos (5pts); 2. Didi’s (4); 3=.
Offshore, Queen Mary, Pic-
cadilly (3); 6=. Valhalla,
Champs, Shakers, Pickles(2); 10.
Two Black Sheep (1); 11=. Nag's
Head, Happy Days (0). (Stand-
ings before taking account of as-
yet-unreported matches.)

February 15 fixtures: Picklesv
Champs; Happy Days v Didi’s;
Queen Mary v Nag's Head,;
Piccadilly v Valhalla; Shakersv
Amigos; Two Black Sheep v
OffShore. (Home teams first.)

Transport

Air/Sea-Freight
Forwarding

Packing, Storage

Exparianced Sacratany,
Sales Person Want

Only International Forearding
Agent in Phioloet
|European Managemen)

17 Years' Experience in Thailand
S Chanle jeest) Rd
Wickil, WG Pl B30
Tel OTB-FEI1 ﬁFI'ln'i.r.lh ri-GT0A13E
Fas: OPE-355242
amil prukel@bdo®al tom
it vewew bdpihi cam
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Jockeying for position are, from left, Phil Lawson, Azzum Savnac
and Kitisak “Bpalm” Songnopparat.

Savnac blitzes Ao Yon racing

AOYON: Azzum Savhac proved
too quick in the stiff breezes off-
shore at Ao Yon on February 6,
winning three races and placing
second in the Skiff Asia Sunday
Dinghy Regatta.

Five one-man c2Bytesjoin-
ed the morning's racing, pro-
pelled by strong gusts rounding
Cape Panwa.

Savnac won the start of the
first race with aggressive posi-
tioning and boat handling, and
held off challenges from Phil
Lawson, Robert Warnes and
Kitisak “Bpalm” Songnopparat
to cross the finish line first.

In the second race, the
breeze continued to freshen and
fill-inwith asteady wind of about
15 knots. Savnac capsized onthe
final downwind leg during a
breezy jibe and came second be-
hind Lawson.

Keen not to repeat hismis-
take, Savhac won the start of the

third race, and held the lead all
the way to the finish line.

In the final race, Lawson
won the start, with Savnac pinned
on Russell Huebschle's lee side
up the beat. Savnac’sexceptional
pointing ability, which helped
him dominate all of the upwind
legs, let him dip around Hueb-
schle and round the weather mark
in the lead to win the race.

Overal resultsfor theday’s
racing, according to the some-
what eccentric scoring system,
were: 1. Savnac (5 points); 2.
Lawson (7); 3=. Huebschle,
Warnes (6); 5. Bpalm (16).

The Sunday Dinghy Re-
gatta (SDR) is held every Sun-
day that has no other regional
regatta races

For more information or to
join, contact Skiff Asia(Tel: 06-
9541915; Email: info@skiffasia
com; Website: www.skiffasia.
com).

ACY C race calendar for 2005

CHALONG: The Ao Chalong Yacht Club (ACY C) has announced
dates for racesin its 2005 Keelboat and Multihull Race Series.

The dates are as follows:

Regatta 1, April 16-17; Regatta 2, May 14-15; Regatta 3, June
11-12; Regatta 4, July 9-10; Quantum Naga Cup, July 23-24; Re-
gatta5, August 27-28; Regatta 6, September 24-25; Regatta 7, Octo-
ber 23-24; Regatta 8, November 19-20.

All races are scheduled to start at 11 am, with briefingsat 9:30

am on the same day.

Entry costs 100 baht for ACY C membersand 150 baht for non-
members. All are welcometojoinin, regardless of experience.
For more information contact Scott Duncanson at Tel: 01-

8924992.

Other coming eventsin this year’s Asian Regatta Calendar in-

Tennis star
Hingisvisits
Patong Kids

Martina H|ng|s autographs a tennis ball for one of the children at

Patong Municipal School.

By Kamol Pirat

PATONG: Former world number
onetennisplayer MartinaHingis
was moved to tears on Febraury
7 as she heard about children’s
experiences in the tsunami.

The tennis star visited the
kindergarten of Patong Munici-
pality School while onawhistle-
stop tour of Phuket, arranged by
the Tourism Authority of Thai-
land (TAT) to promote tourism
after the tsunami.

After meeting the children
—and hearing that some had been
orphaned by the tsunami — Ms

PHUKET'S
SHOPPING

Hingis autographed tennis balls
and racquets as gifts for them.

Ms Hingis was welcomed
to Patong by Chaipak Siriwat, the
deputy president of the Lawn
Tennis Association of Thailand,
and Suwalai Pinpradap, Director
of the TAT Region 4 Office.

After heading to Klong
Pakbang, Patong, where she
walked on the sand — which she
described as“like powder” —Ms
Hingis told K. Chaipak, “It's
amazing, and almost unbelieve-
ablethat thisbeach washit by the
tidal waves. This beach is still
beautiful.”

MOST UNIQUE

DESTINATION

clude: Langkawi Regatta, February 27-March 5; Top Of The Gulf,
Pattaya, May 1-5; Pattaya-K oh Samui, Ocean Marina, May 19-21;
Samui Regatta, May 22-28; Phuket Race Week, Phuket/Evason, July

28-31; King's Cup Regatta, Kata Beach, December 3-10.

1111 u HEMYICHE
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Anchor Bar
moves further

Into lead in
pool league

PHUKET: By taking all three
points in their Week 12 match
against Nag's Head, Anchor Bar
(10wins, 1 draw) have extended
their lead in the Phuket Men's
Pool League to four points over
second-placed Dog's Bollocks,
who fell 8-4 against Amigos, but
managed to salvage a point from
the beer leg.

Two teams, Lek Murphy
and Blarney Stone, will be drop-
ping out of the league soon;
therewill beameeting to decide
whether two new teams will re-
place them, or if the league will
return to a 12-team format.

Standings after Week 12: 1.
Anchor Bar (30 points); 2.
Dog’'s Bollocks (26); 3.
OffShore (25); 4. Champs (23);
5. Amigos (22); 6. Shakers (20);
7. Nag's Head (17); 8. Pickles
(12); 9. Tatum Mansions (11);
10. Happy Days (10); 11. Lek
Murphy (8); 12. Valhalla (8);
13. Queen Mary (6); 14. Blar-
ney Stone (3).

Top players: 1. Dum (Anchor
Bar) 30pts; 2. Rich Smith
(OffShore) 26pts; 3. Chris Ford
(Amigos) 25pts; 4. Tommy
Settasak (Shakers) 24pts; 5=.
Sean Rothwell (OffShore), Pete
Albrecht (Anchor) 23pts.

Week 14 fixtures, February 17
(Home team first.): Queen
Mary vsLek Murphy; Off Shore
vs Nag's Head; Pickles vs He-
roes; Tatum Mansion vsAnchor
Bar; Happy Days vs Amigos;
Dog’'s Bollocks vs Shakers;
Blarney Stone vs Champs.

Aleenta
Larmont
Fineddesign
Lalka
[u¥alate])’
Indigo
Mamsang
Tamarine
Soul of Asla
Sivalla
Candare

Evarything
Underthesun
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Wine predictions for 2005

e Screw-top closures rather than corks
will become fashionable; not just ac-
cepted — but fashionable.

* Winepricesin Thailand will riseagain,
and availability will continue to be re-
stricted thanksto the government’s anti-
wine taxation policies.

* Heavily-oaked, high-alcohol wineswill
go out of fashion as consumers turn to
lighter, fresher and fruitier wines that
more closely reflect their varietal char-
acter and their place of origin.

e | ackluster French wineswill continue
to wither on the market vine as consum-
ers shun them, even turning away from
Bordeaux, in favor of wines offering
more value and richnessin winemaking.

* Riesling will finally become popular.

For years critics have pre-
dicted consumerswill even-
tually recognize what they
have always known, that
Riedlingisthegreatest of all
white wines. Skyrocketing
sales of German, Austrian,
Australian and New Zea-
land Rieslings, will show
that consumershavefinally
heard the message.

* South Americanwinewill
finally bediscovered. Prob-

WIN E

interesting and little-known
grape varieties that create
winesof distinctive charac-
ter, and at rock bottom
prices.

* Consumer confidence in
Thai winewill be shaken by
new scandals over the re-
lease of genetically modi-
fied food crops into the en-
vironment and the export of
unhygienic Thai produce
abroad.

-

ably the last place on earth o
to be recognized for its By Steven * New channelsof distribu-
great wines, which isaston- Roberto tionwill emergein Thailand

ishing given that so much

wonderful wine is made there, and | am
not talking just about Chile or Argentina,
but countries like Brazil, Uruguay, Para-
guay, and even Bolivia, whereyou canfind

as consumers, fed up with
high prices, begin to form buying clubsto
increase their purchasing power and seek
out small importerswho have novel ways
of selling winethat get around the bl oated

bureaucracy of the current distribution
system.

* Norton, a native American grape vari-
ety, will become popular with Thai wine-
makers when they discover it tolerates
high humidity and makes great wine.

e Consumerswill demand better wine se-
lection and higher quality stemwarefrom
restaurants and hotels. There are too
many dining choicesfor visitorsand |o-
cals, and everyoneislooking for quality
and experience in their wine and dining;
establishments that deliver quality will
see their market share increase.

Seven Roberto is a winemaker and res-
taurant consultant from California. Heis
the Wine and Beverage Director for the
award-winning Baan RimParestauratin
Patong. Email: stevenroberto@lycos.com

t'sfunny how history repeats

itself. 1 have but vague

memories of afour-day trip

to Russiayearsago and now
| have but vague memories of a
trip to U Ksenii on Patong Beach
last night.

What | do remember about
both occasions is that my heart
was touched by the Russian soul
and that my liver ached afterward
from the vodka. Oh those Rus-
sians, and their dishes.

Speaking of which, one of
my companions last night was
real estate agent and tranglator
Aleksandra Retin-
skaya, who comes
from Khabarovsk,
in the Russian Far
East.

Aleks agreed

Rd5u

Andy Johnstone

Five-tsar eating

ers were brought to the table as
the conversation flowed: pickled
red cabbage and the delightful
Salad Olivier, which was created
at The Hermitage restaurant in
Moscow by the eponymous
French chef in the 1860s.

Diced chicken, cucumber,
onions, potatoes and hard-boiled
eggs mixed with
sour cream and ol-
iveshad usall help-
ing ourselves.

And what of
the conversation?
“When Russians

with Irina, the co-
owner of U Ksenii,
that Russian cuisine
falls into two categories: food
that isagood accompaniment to
alcohol and food that is a good
hangover cure.

Of course, one hasto get a
hangover first. Soit wastimefor
another round.

In Russia, booze must be
accompanied by food and thetra-
ditional snack to go with vodka
—we were drinking Stolichnaya,
by the way, and served ice-cold
— is the ubiquitous pickled cu-
cumber.

One shot, one piece of
dlightly-sweet cucumber seems
to be the correct ratio.

Other pickles and appetiz-

U Ksenii

drink, wetak about
politics,”  said
Aleks. Nothing changes then.

| could pick out afew words
and names: Gorbachev, Putin and
Yeltsin, athough thelatter didn’t
really need to be named — every-
one was doing his or her own
impression of the former presi-
dent: eyes almost shut, body up-
right and then a graceful fal to
the side. It spoke volumes.

The Stoli continued to be
poured and drunk at an alarming
rate. | sensed that this was a
good-natured challenge and |
rose to the occasion, ever keen
to keep the British end up.

Time for soup before the
main courses arrived — a heav-

o

Good for hangovers (just as well): U Ksenii's eavenly solyanka.

enly fragrant and, thankfully,
light solyanka. “ Thisis good for
hangovers,” Aleks advised. |
made amental note to take some
home for the morning.

Solyanka is a light broth
fortified by healthy amounts of
diced meat and veg—moreor less
anything — fish or mushrooms,
olives, lemon slicesand with sour
cream poured in just before serv-
ing. It's cracking stuff and | pro-
posed atoast to the chef.

My companions followed
suit, unsurprisingly. They are

a5 Kalekwan Hd,,

— - J.d'l-_hi'

good people, extremely warm-
hearted and there was a definite
party atmosphere brewing.

They had reason to cel-
ebrate. U Ksenii opened on No-
vember 27 last year and — little
wonder — closed just a month
later. Thankfully, all the staff
were unharmed, and when |
dined there it had just reopened
after repairs. We were all letting
our hair down and, in a way,
claiming back Patong Beach as
the place to do just that.

“You need solid food with

koata Beach, Phuket b
E-mmil - mnleiiphuk el spaasds

vodka,” Irina told me. To the
table came moscowskie — steam-
ed dumplings stuffed with pork
and topped with sour cream —and
bliny — pancakes— stuffed with a
rich mixture of meat, onions and
spices, topped with, yep, sour
cream.

There is nothing nouvelle,
fusion or arty-farty about Russian
food. It is honest and unpreten-
tious, full of character and ... no-
bility, just like the people.

Back to Earth for a second
as a plateful of barbecued pork
ribs came my way. Then it was
timefor another round of drinks,
just to give the meat something
to soak up. | began eating theribs
with knife and fork.

Aleksleaned aver. “It'sbet-
ter if you use your fingers,” she
said. Not quite knowing whereto
look for amoment, | gave a cau-
tious “Oh realy?’ before decid-
ing that she was refering to the
ribs. | managed to make asizable
dent in the pork but was simply
too full to eat the whole thing.

It was time for another
Stoli, just one, | swear, before |
had to say dosvidaniya. | had just
enough brain cells left to reflect
that the most difficult recipe for
any restaurant to perfect isfood,
booze and company. U Ksenii
has and it seems to be right at
home in Patong.

U Ksenii (pronounced Oo kshay-
nee) is at 49 Thaweewong Rd,
Patong Beach. Tel: 076-344144.
Open daily 4 pmto midnight.
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Hone of the Veek Nai Yang

his attractive and well-
presented residence sits
on aquiet road just 300
meters from Nai Yang
Beach. Both of the bedroomsin
thebright and airy house have en-
suite bathrooms—onewith afull-
size bath — and there is also a

guest bathroom. athe {i it : The house (left) is just
The spacious living and | , 300 meters from Nai Yang

dining rooms offer welcome i 3 ' s Beach. Below: the living

natural ventilation thanks to the | L i R room is bright and airy

many timber-framed windows
and diding doors, although there
are aso fans and air condition-
ers throughout. The living room
has a custom-built timber wall
unit in keeping with the other
furnishings, all of which arein-
cludedinthe sdle.

The well-equipped, care-
fully-thought-out kitchen boasts
plenty of overhead cabinets as
well asgraniteworking surfaces,
adouble stainless-steel sink and
agas cooker. Thekitchen, which
is next to the maid’s room, can
be reached directly from the car-
port at the side of the property.

The large grounds have
space for a swimming pool and
are fully fenced.

Stepped ceilings with re-
cessed lightsaswell aswall lights
are features of the house. Facili-
tiesinclude three-phase el ectric-
ity, well water, a water-filtration
system, cable/UBC TV and ahot-
water system, a telephone line,
septic tank and security system.

The title is Chanote. The
house is for sale at 10 million
baht.

o

The kitchen is carefully ; = I AL N B it —
Contact: Richard Lusted, Sam th°‘.‘9ht;1°”t and well £ - I.l:!‘
Real Edtate, at tel: 076-280805.  [iiidate - ¢ EES . -
House & Pool
| Construction Ca., Lid. snos 1005
Thai - German Managemant

Web: www.siamreal estate.com.
Email: info@s amreal estate.com

| * Private & cormmearcia! comsinachion |
* Renovalion £ aitarahon

| * Swimming poofs & Jacurzis

| = Archifacting desim {

* Buviding permits |

ES'15 Moo 7 Sai Yaun Rob Koh Road
Rawa, Muang Phuset B3100
Tel OF5-252845, 352078
Fiaol: OTEZ2EB48
Engish O-BDET4 10 Thai, 07152813
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Baan Chang Thai: Left, the pool terrace at night; right, the impressive main entrance to the villa. Facing page: the warm tones of the villa’s dining room.

seven-rai plot sur-

rounded by trees on

the hills above Ka-
malaisinthe process

of being turned into a develop-
ment of just seven quality homes.
Construction of the Ka-
mala Orchid Estate started in
April 2003, and Managing Di-

rector Michel Lavallée and
Project Manager Jacques Le-
febvre say they expect to sell
all seven homes and complete
the development by the end of
this year.

The homes are, according
to Mr Lefebvre, uncompromis-
ingly Tha in style. “There are

other Thai-stylevillasin Phuket,”
heexplained, “But fortunately for
us, most developers have incor-
porated Balinese elements into
their designs, or made the roofs
lower, for example. We, though,
offer real Thai style.”

The company can also dec-
orate and furnish the homes for

\}Ir'r
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KOH SI RAE, PHUKET
MAGNIFICENT SEA VIEW RESIDENCES

PRISTINE, NATURAL LOCATION

CAPACIOUS HOMES ON EXTRA LARGE PLOTS
MINUTES TO BOAT LAGOON, ROYAL PHUKET
MARINA, DULWICH COLLEGE EXCLUSIVE AGENT:
PHUKET ONE

»
huket One
Realestate

Tel/Fax: 075-345707, 0763457049
Makbile: 09-2889317, 00-5862959, 0F-R970501
Email: info@phuketonerealestate.com www phuketonerealestate.com

buyers, alsoin Thai style. Prices
start at 23 million baht.

Sofar, just one property has
been completed. Called Baan
Chang Thai — after aThai restau-
rant Mr Lavallée ownsin Canada
—itisnow being used as a show-
home; the other houses will be
built asbuyers put down their de-
posits.

Baan Chang Thai — priced
at around 45 million baht — has
two storiesand featuresfour bed-
rooms, six bathrooms, a living
room, kitchen and dining room,
maid’s quarters, gymnasium and
study. There are also two car
parking spaces.

Thereisagreat deal of flex-
ibility in design, though, said Mr
Lavallée. Villas can be anything
between 640 and 1,085 sguare
meters, depending on what the
customer wants.

In addition, although the
standard pool is 5m x 11m, the
size—and style—can be changed
according to the customer’s
wishes. “We can build the pool
on two levels” he said, “ So the
water flows from the upper pool
to the lower before being circu-
lated back up again. That’swon-
derful.”

The development will have
its own reserve well water sup-
ply, underground power cabling,

satellite TV and telephone lines,
as well as 24-hour security, a
landscaping and gardening ser-
vice, housekeeping, engineering
and maintenance, an administra-
tive and secretarial service, and
the use of a private vehicle and
chauffeur for residents and their
guests.

The developers stress that
they expect no problemswith ei-
ther drainage or landslides.

Said Mr Lefebvre, “So far
we've invested about 60 to 70
million baht, although, naturally,
that will riseaswe build the other
six villas.”

The developers are aiming
to sell mainly to residents of
Hong Kong, Singapore, Europe
and the US.

Mr Lavallée said interest
fell after last month's tsunami,
but is now picking up again.

KamalaOrchid Estateison
Kamala Soi 10, near Phuket
FantaSea. The architect is East
West Architects Co Ltd.

For more information, contact
Kamala Orchid Estate salesoffice
at 65/1, Moo 5, Kamala Beach,
Kathu, Phuket, 83150, Tel: 01-
8917499 or Fax: 076-279530,
Email: info@kamala-orchid-
estate.com or website: www. ka-
mal a-orchid-estate.com
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by Anongnat Sart pi sut

lassic Thai style
with a touch

of Gallic flair

44 EXCLUSIVE HOMES IN THE SKY

Two-5torey Penthouses

each with
Private Swimming Pool

Crwvinianbas dbigady cadwesfond 1 Sakhaean Bl

Walking Distance t
o BTS-Prosryhong S

& LT SRR S

s Ervpasiioim Shopgieg Coemphes

5 Benair| Park

.INTHE HEART CF BAMNGK

Le Raffiné. Sukhumvar 31

4 [reeknld condomimum, oaly 4% uniis, 150 wgm

Ist Floor {Lower FL)

= Owner's Envrance + Guest Bhe

= Foper & Kitchen

#Living Hoom & Lllslity area+hlorags
= Privite Pool = Maid's Bri Ak

= B ooy w SErwicE EMraEns

+ Dinimg Room e Sialrcase

2nd Flogr {Upper FL)

+ Musber Berchrccom+ Masber Bhe
= @ Bedronm+2 By
» Farmily draa

]

0 FI5% SY14, 0 1561 ATTT
krienguakiTieralfire. com
laradTine.com

0 My s S v v e ] Ly o e o LS T e L e s s B, Ly it L i e e g W My S S fumimiis
i, st X bt ] g b e IR e b L S e DS T e e T iy D g g il S T ¢ i i e e T e et i W B L b B i e e
e g e s e d T e gy T L ey e Tanewse B Ty pea e m oy 5o rpmmm—n e ey g e Do ey ng ol m e mg BT S g TR e

PHUKET GAZETTE 27

Eﬁxclusive Residences at Phuket’s Finest Address

Disceming desipn that blends radition with comemporary living,
Choose a home to suit your own Laguna Phubket litestyde:

Twn-Tedmom Poal Villas: invest i the Ranyan Tree iiestyle
Cimnefaruiniims: e and her-daarosem Alarmena e
Fosmbomes: s fue-stvey semn-tiaohed foaws
Reshdences: Flege ahe-and feo-siaey privale olilas
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Discover Exolic de

it air-conditioned luxary

ERION s¥=-5000 SErNcE DI nming
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Gio pame lishing. snorEsing or simply enioy
Phuket's idyllic scanary

For imformation and reservations,
call nmr sales afMce,
lacatad al the Boal Lsgoon on
ITEXIaT0 or DEAE332 34

W TRWERCSES.Cam

Baan Rim Tarn

fi:l'x{‘rl-xfjfnlmy

- Contemporary style
- 15 mins to airport

- 2/3-bedroom villas, private pool
- Close to Laguna Phuket

SOHE AGERT 09 729 8804 baanrimtarm @chre.com
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The Scrooge approach to Valentine's

have alwaysbeen abit cyni-

cal about Valentine's Day.

Actually, I'm skeptical about

just about everything. | do
try not to show favoritisminthis
regard — | treat everything with
equal disdain.

Valentine's Day has chang-
ed significantly sincethehalcyon
days of my youth. It used to be
an excuse for sending an anony-
mous token of affection to one’'s
secret heart’s desire. You never
signed the card — that would be
too crass.

If you were feeling excep-
tionally lustful, you might even
send a bunch of flowers, but,
again, youwould never bevulgar
enough to sign the accompany-
ing card.

Thesedaysit’sjust another
excuse for the manufacturers of
overpriced greetings cardsto en-
courage usto buy and send more
of them, and for companies such
asInterflorato make millions out
of expatriates.

They’re especially clever
about this. | once made the mis-
take of giving my email address
to Interflora. | needed to placate
my mother a few days after her
birthday, so | bought a gift-
wrapped pot plant online as a
belated birthday present.

They’ ve been bombarding
me with emails ever since, espe-
cialy around February 14.

Why not do something dif-
ferent for your beloved thisyear?

Andwhat’s even better about this
idea is that it won't cost you a
single satang.

There’s a plant that thrives
in Phuket that would be perfect
as a Valentine's Day gift — the
main difference is that it's a bit
subtler than a Hallmark card
bearing the legend “Roses are
red, violets are blue...” or some
such nonsense.

The hearts-on-a-chain vine
isjust plain cute. You probably
wouldn’t even notice it from a
distance; all you can see from
afar is pink patches among the
leaves.

It has a number of alterna
tive names, such asthe Mexican
creeper, queen’'sjewels, the coral
vine and even cadena de amor
(Spanish for “chain of love”) in
itsoriginal home of Mexico. Per-
hapsthat’seven more apt for this
time of the year. Thaisknow this
plant as phuang chompoo.

I’m staring at a cutting of
phuang chompoo right now. |
secretly pinched from a neigh-
bor’s garden, though I’'m sure he
won'’t mind.

Theheart-shaped leavesare
about eight centimeters|ong and
are matt green. “Hearts on a
chain” couldn’t be more accurate
aname. The racemes of flowers
are made from five diminutive
petals each shaped like a petite
heart.

There are thousands of
them on a plant —would this not

A QUALITY LIFESTYLE INVESTMENT

GROVE

. :,.h'rllr B

2 &-HeT ABAmENtEtand Penthouses averlooking Laguna rhllltﬂg[!ﬁ Bay
: : gis g .-'.-- 'ﬂ;ﬁ ]

L

AT LIFESTY

=
LY

Everything your heart desires: the chain of love, or phuang chompoo.

be the perfect gift for the love of
your life?

But don’t uproot it and wrap
itin plastic. Plant it instead. All
you need to do is exactly what |
did — find a decent-sized ex-
ample and prune off a woody
cutting.

Initially, put it in some
moi st potting compost and wait.
Intheearly days, it will start to
wilt abit and generally whinge.
It hasevery right to, really, asit
hasto produce completely new

AMDAMATN

roots where none existed be-
fore.

After afew weeks, putitin
theground inwell-drained, sandy
soil. Keep watering it and wait
for the growth spurt that will in-
evitably follow.

The Mexican creeper is an
amazing climber. Allow it to
spread out on the ground and it
will be content enough, but give
it something to cling onto, such
as a wire frame or a chain-link
fence, andit will launchitself sky-

ward like ChrisBonington on am-
phetamines.

It doesthiswithacurly ten-
dril at the end of each chain of
flowers. The tendril will coil it-
self around anything it canin an
effort to reach new heights.

Some say that it can man-
age 10 metersof growthinasingle
year, with proper support (and
counseling, too, perhaps?). Inthe
sort of climatewe havein Phuket,
it will flower year-round.

The only thing you need to
watch isthe lower regions of the
plant, onceit’sgot into the swing
of thingsclimbing-wise,

If you don'’t cut back thetop
outer parts on a regular basis,
you'll find that the lower sections
become ahit forgotten, and start
tolook alittle bare. Pruneit regu-
larly, and thewholething will stay
ahealthy-looking green.

Don't bother with a Valen-
tine’s card this year, and, unless
you want to be reminded several
timesaweek inyour email inbox,
don’t go for an onlineflower-de-
livery order either.

Say it with flowers by al
means, but —initially —you'll need
to “borrow” them from your
neighbor.

Happy Vaentine's Day.

Want to know more
about a plant
in your garden?

Email Bloomin’ Bert at:
bloominbert@hotmail.com
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is a great imagination
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Properties
For Sale

HOUSE IN THALANG
FOR SALE

10 minutes from the airport
and 10 minutes from Dul-
wich International College.
8mx4m swimming pool, 5
aircons, 2 bedrooms, 1
child’s room, 2 bathrooms &
1 separate building useful as
a store house or maid’s
room. 504sgm, Chanote
title. 5.5 million baht, includ-
ing furniture. Pls call for
more info. Tel: 01-6078000.

NAI HARN
NEW APTS

Tkm from Nai Harn Beach.
Fully fumished, European stan-
dards, Jacuzzi in bathrooms,
pool. 1-bedroom apt: 60sgm,
2.4 million baht. 2bedroom
apt: 85sgm, 3.4 million baht.
Lease contract: 30 years, re-
newable x 2. Exceptional
value. Tel: 07-2815795.
Email: chaussecyril@yahoo.fr

SPECIALTY LAND

We specialize in Phuket resi-
dential property, personal &
project development land. All
inquiries to Tel: 09-6491963,
01-8918082.

BANG TAO BEACH

Large, 2-bedroom apartments
and penthouses from 6.5 mil-
lion baht. 160m to the beach.
Tel: 06-2806624. Visit:
www.bangtaobeachgardens.

com

NAI HARN
SOl SAMAKKEA 2

Beautiful land for sale, typi-
cal tropical coconut tree
garden, 3 rai 75sq wah,
Chanote title: 10 million
baht. Tel: 09-5940646.
Email: flodaubas@libero.it

8 VILLAS 4 SALE

Newly completed small de-
velopment on approx 2 rai
of land. Close to Chalong,
the development is com-
prised of 8 stylish villas
with fully furnished rooms
set in beautifully land-
scaped gardens. Includes a
swimming pool and private
parking. Price for the
whole developmentis 19
million baht, for quick sale.
Tel: 09-9222800. Email
meen443 40@hotmail.
com

NEW SINGLE HOUSE
at Kathu for sale. 2 stories, 3
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, fully
fumished. Mountain view. 560
sgm. 6.9 million baht. Tel: 07-
2799500.

65 RAlI BEACHFRONT

land in Chalong. Perfect loca-
tion for a villa or marina pro-
ject. Price: 180 million baht.
Please call Tel: 01-8916143.

NEW HOUSE

for sale in Kathu. The house
has 3 floors, 3 bedrooms, 3
toilets, 2 kitchens, living room
and small garden. 3.5 million
baht. Tel: 06-2723391.

2-STORY HOUSE

Nai Harn. New house for sale
by owners. 3bedrooms, 2 bath-
rooms, 400sgm. Price: 4.5
million baht. Tel: 01-752-
0275.

PATONG BEACH
3-story townhouse, 260sgm,
views to town and beach/
bay. Stylish renov throughout.
Full air conditioning. 6.9 mil-
lion baht. Tel:076-290225,
07-8869410. Email:
john_w_cole@hotmail.com
For further details, please see
our website at: www.
patongbeachrealestate.com/
townhouse

LAND FOR SALE

in Phuket Country Club. Please
call for more details. Tel: 09-
8718333,01-6913351.

RESORT APARTMEMNTS & SUITES AT LAYAM

FROM 3,
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Sales and Rentals

Ohver 3 years' sales
experience in Thailand

W Can answer
all your questions

Call i now at

01-8923633

E-minkl us gt
phuketsales@a
weww.amd Com

Imagine a view like this...
we have many seaview
properties for sale. Call
row to see the sunset,

We have homes in every price
range. This large 2 "D
home is priced to sell fast at

only 3.8 million baht.
Don't miss it, call mow,
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CB RICHARD ELLIS
zsional real estate advice for

those lookin g for property in Phuket

Residential Sales & Leasing
Property Management
Villa Rentals
Research & Valuation
Development & Design Consultancy

TEL: 076 239 967-9

E-mail: phuket@cbre.com
www.chre.co.th
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4 +2 BEDROOM
HOUSE IN KAMALA

Top-quality 4 + 2 bedroom
house for sale in Kamala,
near Phuket FantaSea, 1.2
km from the beach in a very
safe area. 4 master bed-
rooms on 1st floor with en-
suite bathroom. 2 bedrooms
on ground floor — one can be
used as an office (2 phone
lines), the other as a maid’s
room — with attached bath-
room. Large living/dining
room with open European
kitchen, as well as a Thai
kitchen. Fully furnished; all
rooms with aircon and ceiling
fan. The premises are also
very suitable for business use
(but not for public restaurant
or bar). Asking price: 18 mil-
lion baht neg. For more de-
tails pls contact Franz Brunin
Kamala. Tel. 01-4761415,
or 076-279075. Email:
forun@Ioxinfo.co.th

BEAUTIFUL THAI-
STYLE HOUSE
Recently built, set lake-side
with lawns and palm trees.
2 large b/rooms + aircon
en-suite. Fully-equipped
Western kitchen, maid’s
room, extra shower, WC,
large patio, entertainment
area, balconies all round,
440sqgm of living area; must
be seen. 7.5 million baht.

Tel: 01-0825634.

GUESTHOUSE 4 SALE
Near Sheraton Krabi Resort,
every room has sea view; no
problems from tsunami. Tel:
01-3703109.

RAWAI CONDO

for sale. 250,000 baht total
price, payable in instalments.
150,000 baht initial payment,
the remaining 100,000 baht
transferred at the Land Office
after 1 year. Freehold title. Tel:
09-4740227. Email: chotip b
@hotmail.com

NAI HARN 2,344SQM
for sale with Thai registered
company in order. Has
Chanote title and is ready to
build. Tel: 01-1901205.
Email: balipenang2@yahoo.fr

CONDO - PHUKET
Palace, with quality swimming
pool, from 1.5 million baht. Ex-
cellent value. Tel: 07-8893838.
Email: asiasiamproperties@
yahoo.co.uk

MISSION HILLS

Build your dream home on 1-
rai serviced lots next to
Phuket’s newest golf course.
Exclusive gated community.
Please contact for more info.
Tel: 09-9725226. Email:
bgbphuket@yahoo.com

BAY VIEW PALMS
- PATONG
Six high-quality, luxury apart-
ments, 180sqm each, with
superb sea & mountain views.
Each apartment has a spa-
cious lounge, American
kitchen, two master bed-
rooms with en-suite bathroom,
and a guest bathroom. Large
27-sqm balcony, perfect
comfort and outstanding
views. A large common gar-
den area with swimming pool.
Private car parking. All con-
struction work is of the highest
standard. Prices start from
6.75 million baht. Call for more
info. Tel: 06-2707228. Email:
bayviewpalms@yahoo.com

QUALITY STUDIO
APARTMENTS

Four studio apartments on
Patong hillside. Includes
kitchen area, separate bath-
room and parking area. Beau-
tiful gardens and swimming
pool. 2.65 million baht. Tel:
07-8893838, 06-2707228.

BOAT LAGOON
EXCLUSIVE HOME

Townhouse, end unit, small
garden, best location in Boat
Lagoon, 2 years old, im-
maculate condition, cherry
wood kitchen, marble/teak
floors, 3 BR, 1 study, SS
carport, CCTV, Guardian
Alarm, iPSTAR, UBC.
Many facilities in the area.
12.5 million baht. Tel: 072-
768272, 01-0780014.
Email: bjhjersey @yahoo.
com

SUPERIOR 3-BDRM
home. Set within 2,016sgm
of luxury gardens near Chalong
Circle, finished to perfection,
with a 72-sgm swimming
pool. Valued at 24 million
baht. Tel: 076-398513, 07-
2837161. Email: jon.gibbons
@karonproperty.com For fur-
ther details, see our website at:
www.karonproperty.com/
48 20 prattana.html

HOUSES + BUSINESSES
for sale, ranging from 3-bed, 2-
bath homes starting at 1.7
million baht, to 5-bedroom
pool villas plus guesthouse at
45 million baht. Hotels, guest-
houses, land and restraunts
also available. New listings
welcome. Please email:
info@phuket-properties.net
Tel: 07-8947406. Email:
jonny hop @hotmail.com

BARGAIN HOUSE

for sale in Kathu. 2 stories, 3
bedrms, 3 baths, 3 aircons, on
400sgm of land, with garden.
2.95 million baht, or best offer.
Tel: 01-3074710. Email:
cawleym@loxinfo.co.th

Do Not Drink

Tap Water!

PATONG CONDO

Apt for sale: 92sgm, 350m
from beach, panoramic view.
1.85 million baht. Please con-
tact for more information. Tel:
09-4740227. Email: chotip 5
@hotmail.com

CONDO & VILLA

sales. We have over 140
freehold condos, apartments
and villas for sale in all loca-
tions of Phuket. Email: pkt-
re@phukets.info For more
info please visit our website
at: www.phukets.info/re/
c&v.html

SHOCK SALE LAND

at Soi Saliga, Rawai. 20 rai,
4.5 million baht per rai. Pri-
vate sale. Call Tel: 076-288-
422 for full details.

PROJECT FOR SALE
1 rai with 3 house-style units,
on Chao Fa West Rd, Chalong.
Email: vchai2000@hotmail.
com

FARANG ZONE

land for sale, 1.5 million baht/
rai (1,600sgm). Please call for
more information. Tel: 06-
6269899.

TOWNHOUSE IN

Anuphas Golf Ville. On the
main road in the heart of the
city and near Central, Tesco-
Lotus and Big C, a 3-bedroom,
2-bathroom house with kitch-
en, aircon, furniture and wa-
ter heater. Tel: 09-4691813.
Email: annanoci@hotmail.com

CHIANG RAI

property. Nice houses for less
than 1 million baht. Please con-
tact for more information. Tel:
05-0360721. Email: ken@
adventure1.com For further
details, please see our website
at: www.adventure1.com/
land.htm

NEW TOWNHOUSE

on the bypass road. 2 bed-
rooms, 1 bathroom, 22.75 sq
wah. Price: 869,000 baht.
Tel: 01-7476571.

65 RAlI BEACHFRONT
land. in Chalong. Perfect loca-
tion for a villa or marina
project. 180 million baht.
Please call for more informa-
tion. Tel: 01-8916143.

Properties
For Rent

HOUSE 4 RENT

Kathu. 2 bed / 2 bath rooms
kitchen living room, 2 air con-
ditioning units, furnished,
8,000 baht per month for long
term. Tel: 09-2909567.
www.brommathaihouse.com

HOME FOR RENT
Chalong Bay view, fully fur-
nished, 2 aircon bedrooms,
very nice location & secure
18,000 baht /month. Tel: O1-
6064279.

TAITAN COURT

We offer 22 full-furnished
rooms in Phuket City. We are
located in a nice and quiet resi-
dential neighborhood in Wichit.
Rooms from 6,500 baht a
month. Contact K. Passakom
Hongsyok. Tel: 09-1885300.
Email: Passakorn_Hongsyok
@yahoo.com Website.
www.taitancourt.com

LONG-TERM LEASE
New, fully-furnished house in
Palai Green with 2 aircon
bedrooms, hot shower,
kitchen, living room, garage
and beautiful garden. Located
in a quiet area near Chalong
Bay. Call Tel: 01-8924311.

KATA PENTHOUSE
Furnished apartments with
UBC or cable TV, aircon or
fan, 2 or 3 rooms, balconies,
views and cleaning. Tel: 05-
2766597,

FOR RENT

Bungalows & restaurant. Tel:
01-8946686. Website:
www.phuketnatureplace.
com

YOU ARE INVITED

Uncle Chai Phuket Private

Home, a special style for the
discriminating renter. Long
lease preferable; average
17,000 baht per month.
Only 2 units available. Please
call Tel: 01-4926883 or visit
www. unclechaihome.com

APARTMENTS

in Patong for long-term rent. 1
bedroom, 1 TV room, cable
TV, aircon; some apartments
have good sea view. 10,000~
20,000 baht per month. Tel:
09-2909567. Website:
www.brommathaihouse.com

PATONG RESIDENCE
1- or 2-bedroom apartments
with kitchen and pool, and
only 350m from the beach,
for rent at 7,000 baht per
month. Tel: 09-4740227.
Email: chotip_5@hotmail.
com

HOUSE FOR RENT
Houses from 6,900 baht a
month. Apartment, bunga-
lows from 1,000 baht a day.
Contact K. Wellta. Tel: 076-
282879, 01-9680309. Email:
info@houseinphuket.com
www.houseinphuket.com

STUDIO APARTMENTS
in central Patong. Luxury ac-
commodation, new decor, big
fridge, aircon, TV, big beds,
pool and parking. Please con-
tact for more information. Tel:
01-0825707. Email: ask@
phuket-accomodation.info

ROOMS TO LET

in Kathu. Fully-furnished lake-
view apartments with air
conditioning, fridge, free sat-
ellite TV, hot water and car
parking in a new develop-
ment in Kathu, for rent from
only 166 baht a day. Tel:
076-202585, 09-1968449.

Property

Wanted
HOUSE WANTED
| am looking for a small house
to rent from mid-Febuary.
Furnished, 1 bedroom, in a
quiet secure area, in Patong,
Kamala or Karon. Looking to
pay around 7,000 baht per
month. Please contact me if
you have a suitable place
available. Email: th246810@
hotmail.com

NEED APT OR HOUSE
Chalong or near Phuket City.
Nicer is better, and if nicer
then long-term renting is pos-
sible. 1 or 2 bedrooms, and
kitchen. Max 12,000 baht per
month. Please contact with
full details. Tel: 04-1829663.
Email: thomas@taon.no

phuketvillarentalscomy

Bangkok

Tel. 02-5731120

Pathumwan
Tel. 02-6117165

Tel. 02-2313244

Tel. 02-6581153

Tel. 02-6566070

Tel. 02-2485668

Tel. 02-6736342

Tel. 02-2526261

Get your Phuket Gazettefrom
theseoutletsin thecapital:

Don Muang Airport

Se-Ed, Mahboonkrong Building, zone B, Phayathai Rd,

Se-Ed, Silom Complex, 4" floor, Silom Rd, Bangrak

Se-Ed, Silom Center, Rama 1 Rd, Pathumwan

Se-Ed, Panthip Plaza, M-floor, Petchaburi Rd, Rajathewee
Se-Ed, Fortune Town Building, Ratchadapisek Rd, Huaykwang
Se-Ed, Central Rama 3, Satupradit Rd, Yannawa

Q Mart, Grand Hotel, Sukhumvit Rd, Soi 11, Klongtoey

Tel. 02-6511200 ext. 3452

C Mart, Centre Point, Petchaburi Rd, Soi 15, Rajathewee
Tel. 02-6536690-8 ext. 4030

Duangkamol, Sukhumvit Rd, Klongtoey
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Accommodation

Available

Special Rates

aftar 8 busy day,

glad 1o meef you,

Phiuket Thaldland 83100

DTE-333222, OT-ZTEE546{call)
skipperofaclcom www beachesthairesort.com

£ E€ . C.C. Bloom's Hotel

Beautiful small luxury hotel in the
hills above Kata Beach

2,500 bahl - Stay three nighls and the 4ih naght is FREE.

Heama wilh klichenettea lor 20,000 bahi a monih -
including breakiast, maid sernvice and use of pool and
théa Sunaal Bar, 1he parfact place 1o wabsh 1he sunsal

Copema wisll this special hideaway above Kata. We will be

B4Z1 Patak Bol 12 POE 18. Karon Post Ofice,

ATSUMI VILLAS

Total tranquility in a tropical
garden setting in Rawai.
Kingsize bedroom, lounge/
kitchen, aircon, hot water,
UBC/DVD/stereo, POS
ADSL & phone, yoga &
massage. 2,500 baht a
night to 16,000 baht a
month, long stay. Please
call us for more informa-
tion. Tel: 01-2720571.

( Do Not Drink Tap Water! )

PATONG AIRCON
rooms from 180 baht/night,
5,500 baht/month. Email:
mail@paradizo.com For fur-
ther details, please see our
website at: www.paradizo.
com

LARGE, OCEAN-VIEW
apartment. Beautiful, top
floor, fully furnished, big ter-
race, swimming pool, Jacuzzi,
TV, ADSL, kitchen. Only
13,500/month. Must see.
Contact Johan. Tel: 09-063-
2858. Email: johanhedin@
hotmail.com

3 BDRMS, 2 BTHRMS
Fully furnished house for long-
term rent. Available now.
23,000 baht amonth Tel: 07-
8989803. Email: tcarpenter
@ozemail.com.au

Accommodation
Wanted

VILLA/ HOUSE

wanted. Looking to rent large
(4-bedroom) house or villain
Karon, Patong or surrounding
areas, for at least approx 2
months: July-September. Pool
would be nice. Email me with
what you have, and price. | will
consider all offers. Email:
pompey jim@msn.com

HOUSE WITH POOL
wanted. Patong/ Kalim or very
nearby. Need min 2 beds and
space for office. Private pool
preferred, but will consider all
offers available. Long-term
agreement for the right-priced
home. Tel: 07-8914882.
Email: mail@SeftonHanley.
com

2-BEDROOM

house wanted, with large gar-
den for my dogs. Long lease (3
to b5 years), unfurnished. Must
have phone line. Any quiet
area considered. Tel: 04-
7457024. Email: kingrw80@
hotmail.com

HOUSE IN KATHU
I am looking for a house to rent
in Kathu: furnished, aircon,
small garden, car park, quiet
area. Tel: 07-2711270. Email:
gimko_8@hotmail.com

Would you like to keep up on what’s happening
in Phuket - the good, the bad and the bizarre?
Let ug share it with you - every week/

i TO: The Phuker Gazgette Co Lid, 36702 Yaowaral Road,
Amphor Muang, Phuket 33000, Thailand,

I YES, | want to receive the PHUKET GAZETTE

: for a full year - 52 izgues

i ] Thai Baht 1,560 for Phuket Special Delivery (Phuket Istand only!)
1 L1 Thai Baht 2B0D for a domestic subscription {outside Phuket)
: ' Thal Baht 8,000 for an overseas subscription (any country outside Thailand)
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TCM Asla Co., Lid., Kamala, Pheket
indfo@cm-asia com
Tal.: 06-9439634 | 07-2945624

P-CON

Phuket Construction

and Home Services Co Ltd
Roofing, floor, walls, tiles,

cleaning, painting,

plumbing, aircon,
electrical systems, repairs
and other work done by our

professional team.

Call: 06-5933464
Fax: 076-263204

Email:
p_con@thaimail.com

SPAS R US

Steam room/sauna and ac-
cessories, and portable hot
tubs from USA. Quality equip-
ment, designed and installed
for your needs. Business and
residential. California Spa
Design. Please call Tel: 076-
263269, 09-1950610.

Household
Products

FURNITURE &
appliances. Half price refrig-
erator, chest deep-freezer,
twin-tub washer, 4 beds, 2
cabinets, teak sideboard,
kitchen utensils and equip-
ment. Quality polished teak
grating settee, 2 armchairs,
coffee table, cushions:
60,000 baht. Unpolished teak
table, 4 chairs: 10,000 baht.
Available at GM Storage, near
Wat Chalong. Tel: 01-812-
4800, 06-2818876. Email:
brgonc9@supanet.com

Gazette
Online
Classifieds—

4.000readers
aday!

Household
Services

PHUKET STORAGE
cars, boats + containers,
large + small storerooms
100b/sgm. Tel: 09-
9088675.

LOCKUP STORAGE
500 sgm steel shed. 24-hr
security. Purpose-built stor-

age compartments. Call Tel:
01-0825707 for more info.

SAFE STORAGE

Secure lockup individual com-
partments. Big steel industrial
shed, 24-hr security, motion
sensors, floodlights. Buy your
own lock, you keep the key!
Pls call for more information
Tel: 01-0825707.

SAFEWAY SELFSTORE
Secure lock-up and covered
areas, 24-hr security. Tel: 01-
8924804, 01-1251873. For
more information, please see
our website at: www.
safewayphuket.com

View Thailand’s
LARGEST
portfolio of
Classified Ads -
nearly 3,000
of them!

See the
Phuket Gazette
Online at

www.phuketgazette.net

Classified Advertisements
Please use this form to write your classified advertisement.

N O A O A (2 1)

Classified ads are charged per line. Each line is 80 baht,
with a minimum of 4 lines (heading included) per ad.

All advertising must be paid for in advance.
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REAL JOB
- PHUNKET LOCH PALM GOLF CLUR IN EUROPE
. " 4 British manager of Black
4] ke A O 4 o o Bk e mioai A4 et it Treurc o e URGENTLY REQUIRED 1! Sea Coast property & pub-

producing BE 8% purs Bn and bin associaisd producs for simost 40 yeans with 8 uroses in sxcess. of & lion
bahi per year. The company & noe looking 1o necruk bvo guakfisd, exmenenosd and highly-mobivated dividuals
1o i Suar it i) B9l Nelowing postinnm

Samior IT Coordinabtar 1 Position
W ane locking %o Al §e posion of Senior [T Coordinabor. The work will invols® unning the day-io-day oparaions
ol e IT depanmant. In @&iifon, the sutcesall candidie will be ressonabls for propsc] saragiceg he s
oompany e compuler-apsieme implementation

lishing company wants to
employ a Thai person for
many different jobs. Visa
will be arranged for 3
months — if happy, ex-

LOCH PilM GOLF COURSE 158 A SUCCESSRUL RESCHT GOLF
COURSE IN PHUKET. THAILAMD. WE ARE NOW ADDINO A SECOMD
GOLF COURSE, IN ADOIMON TO OTHER RESCAT FACILITIES, TO
ENAELE Li3 TO POSITION OUR BESOAT AS FHUKET S PREMIER GOLF
LESTINATILN

Chariminraal Qb citiaia.

® Sirang ke paenainal ks

Epacidic Oualifzarions:

Carssdal Cusldicationa
& Sirorg inderparsonal 2kl

& oo enmpuies sk
Epucilic Dualifcatiang

& A gradusls in compuled Roences of rdalid Sakd with minisreas GRS 2 75
* B pronieim 5 years’ eepanencd in 8 technical ekl
& Expermoced in popc] managing @ company-wite cominter implemanimion
& Sirorgy maneseran] and hadership skils

Himan Resourcas Officer 1 Position

Wha ang keking to Al e pesition of Human Rescurces Oficer. Thia work sl insabe tha day-Se-day arganieasion
ol hurran resouroes funclions and assisiancs in e ranegamecd of the degerimen

& A gacd comerand ol speken and writlen Englss

* This nalecaly, maks of femaks sged betwessn 27 and 40 with & Bachalors degrnis

& Sirorg lachnical aakly in Both sland-akons compule and compuler rsbwoike
& Clnd enmmard of aokan @l withan Erglish

& Tha nalsnally, maks gf fsmaks aged et 25 and 30 with @ Bachsion s degress

® Giduals o humen s icaipalicsl scence o mletsd feld sith minmum GRA 7 50

& MM d yans’ sk anpEanEnc i e Bimen s seuics Qe et

& Some krowlecos of (i Thii |abce Bwa and sodil secunly rcparaments wiuk B an sdmaniags
Irteraslan parkars slisuld sand sm appleaion wilar and coream OV prouising detsil guaifestans and snik
mxpanence. Applicants should also nclude details of their cument salary and walfare bansfts and especisd
salaty. The appication should be accompanked by @ recent photogrash and sent by post o e-mal 1o

Finance amnd Administration Dapartment (Recruibmant}
Thallard Smeftng and Refining Cao,, Lid
PO Box 2, Maang. Phuked, B3000. e-mail: hrdeparimeni@thaisarco com
Closing 'ﬂﬂg far applicatons |5 208 Februany 2005

—
e —

- S

WE AAE CURSEMTLY BEEKMG THE FOLLOWING PERSONMEL TO
SET HIGHER STANDARADS, WANTAN DRECTION AND DEVELOF THE
REEOAT EXPERIENCE FOR THE BUTURE

1. MARKETING MANAGER

2. MARKETING EXECUTIVE

3. SECRETARY TO GENERAL MANAGER
4. ACCOUNTANT

APPLICANTE FOR THE ABONE POSITIONS ARE EXPECTED TO HAYE
A BINMLUK OF 1 YEAR PROVEN EXPERIENCE IN A SIMILAR CAPACGITY
I THE SERVICE WNOUSTAY, BE ABLE T SPEAK ENGLISH AND THAI
HAYE EXCELLENT COMMUNSCATIONS SKILLE AND BE ABLE TO
DEVELOF A TEAK ATMUSPHERE

PLEASE SLEAT A DETALED RESUME WITH, & RECENT PHOTD, AND
STATE CURRENT AND EXPECTED SALARY

HUMAHN RESOURCES
PHUKET LOCH PALM GOLF CLUA
39 MOOD 5, VICHITSCMGKRAM RD,

KATHL, PHURET BI130

TEL: (58 76) 221829-34

FAX: |BE TE) 321827-

www . lochpalm.com

tended. Pay is 200 euros
plus expenses all paid. Ac-
commodation arranged.
Meeting in Thailand. Ed
Vaan. Please contact by
email to: champagne@
worldemail.com

DESIGNER WANTED

Computer-design art work.
Salary + commission. Also,
Thai teacher wanted to teach
Thai & English. Fluent En-
glish. Call ILC. Tel: 076-
280968, 01-4763242.

RESTAURANT STAFF

required. New restaurant in
Bophut, Koh Samui, requires
manager, waiters, barman
and cooks. Must have expe-
rience and speak good En-
glish. Please contact Tony.
Tel: 09-6530610. Email:
tvickers@btopenworld.com

NANNY NEEDED

to take care of two 20-year-
old children five days a week.
Must speak very good En-
glish and must have car.
Good salary. Please ring Jack
at Tel: 09-7480782 or Steve
at Tel: 01-6546100.

COOK NEEDED

for new bar and restaurant in
Nai Harn. Must be able to
cook Thai and international
food. Pls contact for more
info. Tel: 076-288676, O1-
8939471. Email: sihilton@
hotmail.com

STAFF WANTED

We need: Swedish, Norwe-
gian, Finnish, German, English
salespersons, and English
speaking Thai staff: Reception-
ist, Accounts staff, Waitress.
Tel: 076-285278, 06-270-
5064. Fax: 076-285277.
Email: mzm©@email.com For
details, please see our website
at: www.team4you2.com

NEEDED URGENTLY

Maid & cook. Please call
for more info. Tel: 076-
273427,01-8295388.

SW URGENTLY REQUIRED
EARN 30,000.00 - 50,000.00 BAHT FER MONTH

& Intemational compery Seecisizng in sfes of unigue ard exclusve
products § serviees Fes apcanced far

FEMALE SALES CONMSULTANT =PHUKET BRANCH =
Qualilcativn:

- 25-3% years of age, Thal nationality

= Mgl gpaak Englich

- Saff-motivated, sef-confident and abie o sai)
- Expansnce wilh ceamalic produdts er cthar rpss of personal suling
oould be us=ful but not n:r.:mr'ﬁ

Selactad caredidates wil racaive high earmings & Tull
comprehssive raining

B IMEDN FAIR CENTIR THASEA LIMITED

Gazette Online Classifieds 4,000 reader severy day!

ONLINE CLIENT
contact/sales. Sailing com-
pany requires a person with
very good English compre-
hension, basic computer skills
and an out-going personality
to work as our initial client
contact in our Phuket City of-
fice. Advantages: car licence
and enjoyment of the out-
doors. Starting salary: 10-
20,000 baht/month. Send
CV to apply. Tel: 076-232-
960, 01-8919653. Fax:
076-232961. Email: rob@
sailing-thailand.com

TIMESHARE SALES
Need experienced sales rep-
resentatives for the high sea-
son at a Gold Crown resortin
Samui. We have financing
available and pay all commis-
sions within two weeks on full
down financed deals. Limited
amount of slots open. Tel: 66-
77413844, Email: fred@
samuipeninsularesort.com

MEDIA SALES REPS
wanted. Positions available
in Phuket and Samui. Thai
nationals only. Must be flu-
entin English. Good basic +
commissions. Tel: 02-
6150525, 01-5357944.,
Fax: 02-6150225. Email:
terry@csloxinfo.com

The

Phuket Gazette

II. REPORTER

drivirs he@ns g

gma#d, fax or post oo

The Phuke! Garefte seeks fo Al the following positions:
L IT TECHNICAL SUPPORT OFFICER

Responsrbiithes: The Technical Support afficer will focus, &t keast initialy, on hardware and
sysbem mamtenance, and nebaorking ssues {TERIF, LAN)
e Maka or femabe, Thai nationakty
¥ Diploma or degree in computers or a relatad fiegk
e Atleast 2 years' gapen@nce n natworking and hardwara mainienance
e Goad imterpers onal skils
e Goad command of spaken Enghsh waukd be an advantags

The successful candidate will be 8 Thai national with initative, an outgoing persanality and
plenty of curipgity abowt the world and how it wiorks, and 2 keen interest in spoes,
Algo psgential are the ability to communicate in English, both spaken and written, and & car

OQualdied candidates are mvited 1o send a CY to Passara Kaewbemroong, Human Resources, by

The Phuket Gazette Co Ltd

I Yeowaral Bd, T Taladyai, A Musng, Fhoket 83000
Fax: 076 213571 Email; mem&Ephakotgazetio.ned

|F YOU...
Place your ad in these pages;

Pay for the ad at our offices,

payment is made at our agents.

25% Discount on Classifiedsfor Shopper Card Holders

Present your Shopper Card; and

you’'ll enjoy a 25% discount* AND have your ad appear free of
charge in the Phuket Gazette Online.

With more than 10,000 visitors a day, the Island Trader Onlineis
Thailand’'s most active classified marketplace.

* Ads may be submitted in person or online (phuketgazette.net/classifieds), but
must be paid for at the Gazette offices. The discount is not available when

The Phuket Gazette Co Ltd
367/2 Yaowar at Road, Phuket City
Tel: 076-236555 Fax: 076-213971
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Englsh Language

with minimum supervision
» Presitive, confickens, ounl

np pemsonaliby,
ard communication skills = able to mix wil

» Wilkmgress o work an weekends (if necassany)
Pleste e-mail westmataysia@simpsonmarne, fax yow detailed
resumé io +B0E-E4TEE1T.
Clasing Dute: 28 Felruary 2003

11|r-n-'5ur-"£f‘ MARINE

DFFICE ADMINISTRATER F SECRETARY
{ Baded im Fhuket)
We are locking %or a8 capable individual who enjoys new challanges, =
iy sall-mativaled and sales-orsnted, who Bkes 1o wodk in 8 amal
affce ernviraniment 48 8 leam playes

Shie must possass tha following atimibites

» Aboye 30 years of age with a mature cuticok
» Excellent command of both spoken and written

» Excellent communication and compuier skills (MS Office)
¥ Encellent argantzaticnal skills and ability 1o work inrdependently

od intar-personal
all naticnalities.

OFFICE MANAGER
20-person Project Manage-
ment firm requires brilliant
English-speaking team
leader. Must be good with
people. Send CV to email:
tum@dmg-thailand.com

RECEPTIONIST/SALES

Urgently looking for 2 female
Thai nationals to work as
cyber cafll receptionists/tour
sales on Koh Samui. Posi-
tions include accommoda-
tion. Applicants must speak
basic English. Please contact
to apply or for more informa-
tion. Tel: 077-413884, 01-
5357768. Email: yaaryron@
hotmail.com

STAFF WANTED

Thai female staff wanted for
established bakery/restau-
rant on Samui. Should be
under age 30, clean and pre-
sentable. English and expe-
rience an asset but not nec-
essary. Good salary plus
tips. Accommodation pro-
vided. A good opportunity
for the right people to learn
the baking trade. Tel: 077-
427396, 01-9794577. Fax:
077-427575. Email: angela
@angelasbakery.com

Do Not Drink

Tap Water!

KEYBOARD MUSICIAN
Do you want a keyboard
player who can play back-
ground music at your parties,
birthdays, weddings, etc? If
so, please contact me. | have
been a professional musi-
cian, but now | just play at
parties where a musician is
wanted. Please contact the
above phone or mobile num-
bers and ask for John. Tel:
076-396693, 01-8957957.
Fax 076-396694. Email:
gymworld@Iloxinfo.co.th

Tout, Trader & Trumpet

HOTEL/RESORT

Seasoned hotelier with Asia/
Thailand management expe-
rience (Koh Samui, Phi Phiand
Phuket) as well as other inter-
national locations. Pre-open-
ing, opening and start-up
exerience, as well as food &
beverage and sales & market-
ing experience. Single, very
flexible. Tel: 808-2229545.
Email: palanifcr@hawvaii.com

LOOKING FOR A JOB

as interpreter. Belgian fluent
in English, French, German
and Dutch is looking for job
as interpretor, living in
Phuket. Great knowledge of
Thailand. Tel: 01-0856703.

Articles

for Sale

SONY 53"

TV KPFX 53. Sealy bed,
HomePro custom; Refrigera-
tor, Mitsubishi Tiara 15 cu.
All warranties 3 to 6 months.
New: 2 sofas, chests. Tel:
06-5960966.

CLINKER DINGHY:

10 year old M/C. 7,000 baht.
Refrigerator, chest deep-
freeze, twin-tub washer, 4
beds, 2 cabinets, teak side-
board, kitchen eating utensils
and equipment, half price.
Quality polished teak grating
settee, 2 arm-chairs, coffee-
table, cushions. 60,000
baht. Unpolished teak table,
4 chairs, 10,000 baht. Mid-
February at GM Storage,
near Wat Chalong. Tel: 44-
1403 27058, 06-2818876.
Email: brgonc9@supanet.
com

TSUNAMI SALE

We have available goods
from our now-destroyed
spa at Nai Yang Beach
and seek interested par-
ties only (not traders).
The remaining items are
in fairly good condition.
Please contact for more
information. Tel: 076-
205358, 09-6522585.
Email: asden@cscoms.
com

CHRONO WATCH
Stainless/gold, Breitling;
windowv-fitted aircon; rac-
ing bicycle, 58cm; garden
chairs. Tel: 01-9092265.

BARGAIN NIKON
camera. Nikon SLR F 55
camera. Purchased new less
than 1 year ago. 28-80mm
Nikon Zoom lens. Still under
guarantee. Price new:
15,000 baht. Now: 9,500
baht. Tel: 076-225215, Fax:
076-234832. Email: eric@
insurance-in-thailand.com

SANYO

refrigerator. 8 months old.
Bought new for 4,950 baht;
will sell for 3,000 baht. Tel:
01-0856703.

NEW SONY 400 CD
player. One-year-old Sony
CDP-CX450 CD player for
sale. Brought to Thailand
from Norway as new, but
never used here. As we are
moving north, we want to
sell this fantastic machine.
You can put 400 CDs in it,
and the artist’s name and
song is shown on the display
if you want. | paid about
25,000 baht for it new last
year, but | will sell it for half
price, 12,500 baht or best
offer. It is the perfect ma-
chine for discos, restaurants
or home. 43cm wide, 45cm
deep and 15cm high. Black
color. Tel: 01-8913676.
Email: helge@haraldso.no

PS2 FOR SALE

Includes + /- 20 games, 2
game controllers and gun.
Only 2 months old. Very
good price. Tel: 04-844-
8545. Email: doubledutches
@yahoo.com

MOVING SALE
Everything must GO! Great
deals! Linens, king size duvet
and more. Kitchen stuff, com-
puter bags, and some diving
stuff like Nudibranch book
and torches. Also automatic
pet food feeder. Digital pho-
tography books, other books,
DVDs, etc. Women'’s clothes!
Email me for a list with prices,
or come by and have a look!
Tel: 01-8946353. Email
phuketna@hotmail.com

SPLIT AIRCON

Split aircon unit, 12,000 or
16,000 BTU. York brand,
one year old. Email: troysai@
yahoo.com

Boats & Marine

L RTTYEY

. S
cﬁﬁ Sea mEm “E'Etfg:]ﬂ:h
076-273464 TR 73464
MR E MARIGE

imipurs

For n reEe-
OF -CHARGE
Insurawes ovore
FOR YOUR ROAT
COMMERCIAL
OR PLEASURE

Pleasu confact;
Tal O M i

Find more Classified ads at

www.phuketgazette.net’

SAILBOAT WANTED
Damaged sailboat wanted,
any condition. Will pay cash.
Please contact for more infor-
mation. Tel: 038-624343
(English) or 038-621343
(Thai). Email: revstephenb@
hotmail.com

SALE GLASTRON
195 SX

Imported from USA with
5.0-liter Mercruiser V8 with
Alpha one drive (240 hours).
Perfect for water-skiing. Cur-
rently at Ocean Marina,
Jomtien, under a roof. Price
is 850,000 baht. If inter-
ested please contact K.
Nong or Mr Herve Mouly.
Tel: 02-7511262, 01-
8685799. Fax: 02-751-
1224. Email: herve.mouly
@asiamagnetic. com

SPEEDBOAT WANTED
| want to buy a two-engine
speedboat. Please send de-
tails of the boat and engines
by email to: yungmoskito@
yahoo.com

11M CROWTHER TRI
Cruiser racer. Turn key. Re-
furbished, lying Darwin, Aus-
tralia. Can deliver; air ticket
refund for buyer. Owner in
Chalong till Feb 23. Call or
SMS for more info. Price
US$32,000. Tel: 614-1214
4512.

SPEEDBOAT

for sale. 28ft B.D. Flash glass.
Yamaha 200hp engine. Fits
20 people. 500L fuel tank .
495,000 baht. Tel. 01-539
9411, 06-7085424. Email:
premiumbsp@yahoo. com

Agents for Classified Advertising

PHUKET

K.L. Mart
Patak Rd, Chalong

Sin & Lee

Taurus Travel

NAVA Language School
Phang Nga Rd, Phuket City

Thalang Rd, Phuket City

Aroonsom Plaza Rat-U-Thit 200 Pi Rd, Patong

Tel: 076-280400/3

Tel: 076-232398/9

Tel: 076-211230

Tel: 076 344521-2
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A letter to my friend and buddy Heinz Oswald,
from Moskito Diving Phi Phi Island - Thailand

Heinz,

| still cannot really befiave what happenad. More than G wesks after Dacamiar 26, | finaly
realize thal | will newer recenve a call from you sgain. | &bl have your nember n my phone
and every Bme | scroll up and down the name list and | see your name, | stop for a whilke
and hawve those flashbacks. You called me and you asked in your Ausiran slang. "Heh
bwrschl wis goahts? | can't forget d and it is burned indo my mind. | still can haar it almost
daily, Buddy, we had guite some péans for 2005, you remembser that? Wha the hell @ now
supervising tha buildng of my house?7? You were supposed to do that bacause you knaw

all the krcks and hintsi|

Whenawver | thank thal il = nol only you who is gone bul also your bvo lovely daughiers,
Anna and Tina, iears appear in my &yes. | abvays thought that | was a fowgh guy, bt
believe me thal changed on ihal day, Nothing will be again &s it was

Bul there iz one thing that | can do, | promise you
harawith that | give al the support | can to your
wile Oiy and your son Ding far Beir fufure. That

is tha least | can do for you

Rest in peace my frand.

From your buddy who will nevar fongat wau,

Holgar from Dies Supply Phuked Thailand

Hainz Oswald was the founder and owner of Maskito Diving on Koh Phi Phi. Hainz wes

very wel known within the cemmundy and a keader in the dving indusiry. He died logether
with his bwo daughters, &nna and Tina, in the tsunami on December 23, Ha laft bahind his
wile Oty and their san Ding, aged 4 years.

Moskilo Diving |8 back in business. In fsct, thay never really stooped. Moskilo Diving
oparates fwo live-aboard vessels. If someons is mierested m booking trips please chack
o 1heir webpage www moskilodiving. com and consider how your bookings can help

Business Opportunities

RESTAURANT

for sale. Fully operational res-
taurant off Nanai Rd, Patong
Beach, with swimming pool, 2
Jacuzzis, European & Thai
food, 34 covers, new lease
available. 1.2 million baht, split-
payment terms possible. Pls
call for more info. Tel: O1-
5369079.

OFFICES/SHOWROOMS
showrooms to let. The newly
opened Plaza Del Mar has only
two 40sgm outstanding of-
fice/showrooms available.
Both in prime positions, one
ground floor, one upper floor.
Monthly rent: 14,000-19,000
baht, depending upon unit. Su-
perb location and environment
at the entrance to Laguna
Phuket. Ready for occupancy.
Contact 09-8737075 for
viewing/more information. Tel:
66-62715319. Email:
grenvile@Ilayangardens.com

WINCHESTER CLUB
PATONG

Prime Bangla location. This
very popular, large bar with
full 3.4 entertainment li-
cences is now available
turn-key. Owner’s accom-
modation and 5 staff
rooms. This bar makes
money! Contact Terry, the
owner, for viewing. No
dreamers, no phone calls.
Email: for_tj@yahoo.com

EXCLUSIVE SALE
Hotels with more than 50-
100 rooms for sale. Pls call
Diana at Tel: 01-8918082 or
K. Sitiat Tel: 09-6491963.

PHUKET CITY

Beautiful art gallery, 250sqm,
tourist area, 6-year contract,
15,000 baht per month. Ask-
ing 1.7 million baht including all
stock, or 900,000 baht with-
out stock. Email: art1info@
yahoo.com

20-RO0OM
GUESTHOUSE

FOR SALE
Located 120m from Karon
Beach, a 20-room guest-
house/restaurant, is for sale.
Freehold Chanote title,
easy foreign ownership,
owners suite. Email:
hotelinparadise@yahoo.
com For further details,
please see our website at:
www.geocities.com/
hotelinparadise

PLAYSCHOOL
A-GO-GO. Probably Phuket's
most prestigious go-go bar
with a total of 4 bars and 32
staff. Long lease available for
only 7.5 million baht. Tel: 076-
398513,07-2837161. Email:
jon.gibbons@karonproperty.
com For further details,
please see our website at:
www.karonproperty.com/
bars.html

MIKE’S BIKES

for sale. Established 8 years,
the business supports 21 cars,
29 Honda 125s and 3 Phan-
tom choppers together with a
visa run, which operates 4 to
7 days a week. All stock and
long land lease for 8.5 million
baht. Tel: 076-398513, 07-
2837161. Email: jon.gibbons
@karonproperty.com For
details, please see our website
at: www.karonproperty.com/
mikes_bikes.html

BUNGALOWS

for sale. 9 bungalows and
restaurant for sale at Koh
Lanta. 1.5 million baht. 10
years left on lease. Tel: 01-
4897822.

MIMMI'S BUSINESS
with great potential due to ex-
tensive property development
in Rawvai and the surrounding
area. More than 150 seats,
spacious terrace area, large
car park. Private, with Cha-
note title. 1 rai (1,600 sqm) of
land freehold. Saiyuan Rd, Nai
Ham. Tel: 01-8913095. Email:
mimmis@loxinfo.co.th

BAR/RESTAURANT

for sale. In good location opp
Jungceylon & Burasari hotel.
Fully equipped, seating for
about 60, 3-year lease,
35,000 baht/month rent,
price 700,000 baht. Three-
month deposit required. Tel:
076-342194,09-8716176.

Rothermann 1998 (Thailand) Co Ltd
Hamburg-Bangkok-Phuke

Offers German-standard sarvice in:

« Wastewater recycling systems
- Nerw or secondhand generators imporied from Germany
- MDE, DB power distribution

« Wiring design and installation
- Environmental applications

Please disturb us with your problems,
hito:\wwnkLrathermannthal.com
Emal rothermannthai.com
176313, Fax: 02-270660

INT'L DRIVERS
LICENSE
5,000 baht, validup to 10
years, 6,000 baht valid up
to 20 years. Sole agent in
Thailand. Free pick up & de-
livery, open 365 days a
year. Tel: 04-0068736.

ACCOUNTANCY
COMPANY

Established over 5 yrs, an-
nual income in excess of 4
million baht, for sale at 6.5
million baht. Property may
also be purchased for 3 mil-
lion baht. This business is
now well-established and
the purchaser has a chance
to build on this very lucrative
business. Work permit if re-
quired. No agents please.
Tel: 04-7457024. Email:
kingrw80@hotmail.com

QUICK CASH
LOANS
Up to 5 million baht at
14% + frees. Funding pur-
chases OK. Requires free

and clear Chanote, Nor Sor

3 Gor or Nor Sor 3 titles. 1-

DAY TRIP 2 day process. Please con-
TO RANONG tact for more information.
New double-decker tour bus Tel: 06-2786574. Email:

and smoking areas, toilet,
films/music, snacks and
drinks on board, buffet lunch.
No extra to pay; insurance li-
ability 400,000 baht pp. Fully
inclusive, only 1,300 baht.
Tel: 04-7457024 Email:
kingrw80@hotmail.com

CASA DI MIODA

Mr Subin and his staff wish
you and your family a warm
welcome to Phuket and a
very pleasant holiday here!
Let us take care of your
clothing needs. Tel: 076-

286384, 01-8945055. Email:
mail@ casadimoda.net See

our website at: www.
casadimoda.net

LET US SHARE
your problems and be a part
of your successful busi-
ness. Accounting and au-
diting, business system de-
sign, tax planning, financial
planning, professional solu-
tions by a professional con-
sultant.

Contact: Kriangsak

Club
Memberships

Available

LAGUNA GOLF

Prateepvisut MEMBERSHIP
Tel: 01-6424280 Individual (Family) mem-
Email :

bership at Laguna (Ban-

prateepvisut@hotmail.com yan Tree) Golf Club for

sale. 295,000 baht, plus
57,500 baht transfer

fee. Email: lagunagolf@
hotmail. com

SWIM IN
DRINKING WATER!

* almost no chlorine
* no burning eyes
* no bleached hair
* no salt or corrosion
Caribbean Clear
Water Treatment Systems
Tel: 06-6822639

Email:
nomochlo@yahoo.com

GOLF MEMBERSHIP
Phuket Country Club. 27
holes. 320,000 baht. Tel: O1-
1901205. Email: balipenang2
@yahoo.fr

FULL MEMBERSHIP
Loch Palm Golf membership
for sale. Pls contact for de-
tails. Tel: 01-3673106.

COMPUTER
SERVICES

We supply new & used
PCs & accessories. Re-
pairs & service. ADSL, LAN
& WLAN, GPRS. Need
Internet? No problem. Call
English Computermanat Tel:
09-4735080.

E f".;"-,rr e 3 l:r|"-; n'n'.l":' Fler
Yogo & Medilation
Counseling

Paychotlserapy
Fasting & Detoxing

Call 01- 2720571
waw alsumihealing oom

LEARN THAI

at home. Conversation and
coursework with charming
Thai lady. Course books pro-
vided free. Also basic English
lessons for a Thai girlfriend.
Please contact for more info.
Tel: 076-398157, 01-797-
1497. Email: churee77@
hotmail.com

Personals

WANT SOME
ENCOURAGEMENT?

Would you like a free weekly
or daily email that will give
yOu encouragement or inspi-
ration? Send a blank email to
us to subscribe, or visit our
website for more informa-
tion. Email:subscribe@
thoughtforweek.net For
more info, see my website
at: ThoughtForWeek.net

BACKGAMMON

Retired businessman looking
for backgammon players on
Phuket Island. Please call if in-
terested. Tel: 076-386113,
01-5778443.

EDUCATED GUY
Wishes to meet smart, warm
Thai beauty who looks for
charming friend or life partner.
| am also considerate, sincere,
caring and like a good home.
Please contact for more infor-
mation. Email: henry harjus
@yahoo.com

AMERICAN SEEKING
Thai lady. Divorced 62-year-
old teacher from Las Vegas is
looking for a Thai lady (25-45)
for friendship or marriage. I'm
flying to Phuket in March.
Please contact me for more in-
formation. Email: dj89052@
aol.com

Find more classified ads at www.phuketgazette.net!
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TOYOTA COROLLA
1996. 1300cc. Good condi-
tion, about 100,000km. Only
200,000 baht. Tel: 01-705-
7356. Email: yuvanart@
hotmail.com

2002 TOYOTA

Camry. 2.4Q (top model), dark
blue exterior, tan leather, 4
airbags, 40,000km, expat
owner, good condition.
890,000 baht. Car is in
Bangkok. Tel: 09-0597625.
Email: kfarang@yahoo.com

HONDA JAZZ

We are leaving Thailand: Great
opportunity to buy a 3-month-
old Honda Jazz VTEC. only
4,000km, nighthawk black,
with options. Price negotiable.
Tel: 01-9190210, 09-920-
7311. Email: tombarguil@
yahoo.com

TOYOTA FOR SALE
1990 Toyota Corolla, good
condition. Price: 150,000
baht. Tel: 01-2718486. Email:
suporn@thaimarine.com

NISSAN FRONTIER
2003. Full options, for sale by
original farang owner. Perfect
condition, must see to appre-
ciate. Diesel 3.0/Cab. No acci-
dents. Fiber utility box, roof
rack, running boards, bug pro-
tector/weather guards, liner,
central locking (remote), etc.
Regular maintenance, mostly
highway driven. Still under
warranty. 420,000 baht. Tel:
038-773388, 01-4800813.
Fax: 038-645472. Email:
dustbox32@hotmail.com

NISSAN FRONTIER
D-cab ZDi. Registered Octo-
ber 2003, only 27,000km, one
careful English owner, with full
Nissan service history. Silver/
bronze with cream leather
trim. Perfect condition, good
savings on new car. 500,000
baht. Tel: 076-281464, 06-
7396029. Email: pketste@
yahoo.com

ISUZU 4-CAB PICKUP
4-door pickup with hard top
on the back. 3 years old, silver
gray, mag wheels, electric
windows and mirrors, central
locking, 2-wheel drive,
manual gears, one owner, no
accidents. 3-liter turbo diesel
(120 hp). Drives like a dream.
485,000 baht. Tel: 076-
296563, 09-8715642. Email:
termalou@Iloxinfo.co.th

FORD 4X4

double cab for sale by owner.
Only 30,000km. 420,000
baht. Please call for more info.
Tel: 01-8915325. Email:
jorg1@bkk4-.loxinfo.co.th

SUZUKI JEEP

Red Caribian for sale. Good
condition. Price: 120,000
baht. Pls call for more info.
Tel: 01-8915474.,

(" Do Not Drink Tap Water! )

NISSAN 4X4 TD
special edition. 3 years old,
22,500km, leather seats, 2.5-
liter turbo diesel. 600,000
baht. Call for full details. Tel:
01-8942406. Email: work@
umi.in.th

JEEP CHEROKEE

Automatic, ABS, cruise con-
trol, 2 airbags, computer,
leather seats, excellent condi-
tion, full service history. Pri-
vate sale at 650,000 baht
o.n.o. Tel: 076-345617, 09-
8674277.Fax: 076-345617.
Email: erikdidy@hotmail.com

Motorbikes

CLASSIC BIKE
Honda CB 500 T Nidek
1976 original, driveable.
Tel: 076-340688, 09-868-
6836.

PHANTOM & WAVE:

sale or rent. Honda Phantom
200cc and Honda Wave S
125cc for sale or long-term
rental on monthly basis. Well-
maintained, disc brakes, fully
taxed and insured. Reasonable
offers secure. Call nowv for fulll
details. Tel: 09-5914965.
Email: j1mes@yahoo.com

MOTORCYCLES

for sale. Limited edition Nuovo,
6 months old, 500km,
40,000 baht. Nearly-new
Mio, only 1 month old, 600
kms, 32,000 baht. Tel: 09-
5885692.

HONDA PHANTOM
2003 model in metallic green.
200cc, 6,000km, in new con-
dition. First owner. Asking
price: 70,000 baht. Tel: 01-
3670991.

HONDA PHANTOM
Very good condition, only 1
year old. Hardly used. Asking
price: 55,000 baht. Please
contact for more information.
Tel: 09-9701797, 01-090-
3730. Email: rogerkamala@
hotmail.com

Have something to sell?
Tell the WORLD!

All CLASSIFIED ads in the Phuket Gazette
appear FREE OF CHARGE in the

Phuket Gazette Online

Always on top in Gﬂoglf
30-40,000 visitors a day!

Phuket Gazette.Net/Classifieds

Focused exclusively on Phuket -
and delivered to the world!

HONDA 125 WAVE
Electric starter, 25,000km,
serviced by Honda dealer
approx every 2,000km,
hence excellent condition.
Never rented. Digital speedo,
alloy rims and quality tires.
Available end of February.
Genuine owner. 30,000 baht.
Email: theglobalsoul@hotmail.
com

J.R.D. QUEST 125cc
Yellow/black, 1-year-old auto-
matic motorbike in good con-
dition, for sale by first owner.
5,000km. 26,000 baht. Tel:
076-388226, 07-8938747.
Email: platinumresidence
@hotmail.com

JRD CITYSURFER

Yellow, automatic, good con-
dition. Only 20,000 baht ono.
Call now. Tel: 04-0578981.
Email: ms_ mw@myway.com

HONDA VFR 800FI
1998, red. One farang owner
for past 4 years. Fully ser-
viced/maintained. New front
tire, chain and brake pads.
Vance & Hines exhaust. Im-
maculate condition. 180,000
baht. Tel: 01-7531903. Email:
lab 1bob@yahoo.com

SUPERBIKE

"98 VTR 1000 for sale. Im-
maculate with twin yoshies
and ohlins fitted. 26,000km,
registered and only 1 ownerin
Thailand — me. 200,000 baht.
Tel: 09-8877223. Email:
geordierobson@hotmail.com

NEW VIOS FOR RENT
Full-options Vios (5 months old)
for rent at 18,000 baht a
month. Pls contact Pui. Tel:
01-8226570. Email: pui@pijp-
intertrade.com

CAR FOR RENT
10,900 BAHT

Suzuki Jeep, power steer-
ing, with insurance. For
rent at 10,900 baht/month
or 3,900 baht/week. Tel:
01-5371050.

A1 CAR
RENTALS UK

Best deals on wheels. Izusu
Highlander auto, new
Toyota Altis 1800G auto,
Vios 4-door auto, Toyota
Soluna auto, Toyota Tiger
pickup, Suzuki Jeep Sporty,
Toyota Corolla auto. Spe-
cial long-term rental from
12,000 to 27,000 baht/
month, 1st-class insur-
ance. Tel: 09-8314703.

FOR RENT

Black Honda Civic VTEC.
Leather interior, 6-CD
player, 2 years old. 21,000
baht per month. Pls call for
moreinfo.Tel: 09-9708281.

WANTED: KAWASAKI
Z 1000. Age does not matter.
Running bike preferred. Mail
with photo would be nice, but
| am mobile so | can come and
have alook. Tel: 01-8942406.
Email: work@umi.in.th

ISUZU D-MAX

wanted. Manual, any condi-
tion. Tel: 07-8866283. Email:
ra_klaus@yahoo.com

LOOKING FOR 4WD

| want to buy a 4WD pickup,
preferably has 4 doors and
within the years 2000-2003.
Tel: 01-4897822. Email: Ipj@
papillonlanta.com

PICKUP WANTED

Year 2000-2003, 4-door, no
accidents, perfect condition.
Please send details by email.
Email: alex@bbc-dive.ru

CASH FOR 4X4
Looking for a 4x4 pickup,
preferably a 2 door cab +
half. Should be less than 4
years old and have less than
100,000km on the clock.
Others considered for quick
cash deal. Please contact us
for more information. Tel:
077-238702, 09-9088330.
Email: barebater@hotmail.
com

GOODYEAR TIRES
Goodyear Wranglers: 31-
10.50-15 mounted on 15x8,
6-bolt aluminium wheels. Five
(5) tires and wheels like new.
2,000km on 4 and the spareis
new. Only 45,000 baht for all
five. For more information,
please contact us at Tel: 66-
98997127, or by email at:
trentongrover@yahoo.ca

Thought the days of
freelovewereover?
Think again!
“Personals’ ads
placed onlineare
freel

FREE ontheldand
Trader onlinefor
60 days.
FREE in the Phuket
Gazette.

Goto
www.phuketgazette.net/
dassfieds
and placeyour ad
today!

Please use this form to write your classified advertisement.
Then hand it to any of our agents.

B A O O O (2 7

Classified ads are charged per line. Each line is 80 baht,
with a minimum of 4 lines (heading included) per ad.

All advertising must be paid for in advance.
Deadline for Wheels & Motors page: Saturday 12 noon.




PHUKET GAZETTE February 12 - 18, 2005

S£5%
Patong Tower

FACING PATONG BEACH, PHUKET

Last chance to became an owner of
Patong Tower, 8 condominium that's more than

just an investment. Ready to accommodate
the new face of Patong Beach.

STARTING FROM 2.3 MILLION BAHT

YN

AL PHOTOE TAREN Of LOCATION

= FRTONG TIAVER. THE ONLY DONDOWIRILI TEINEES D PTG BESCH

= FRNCTIARIC VEWS OF BOTH THE HELE B THE QCEAN
A VERETY [F BIES, FROW I-BEDRDOM ARNAIWENTS TO 4-BE0RDO PENTHOUEBE TUPLER BUTES.

* ICLOGE TO SHOPONG CENTERS. RESTALIRANWTL, ENTERTARMENT YEMUEE. Bakich, HOENTALE,
GIRF QOUREES, D NTERMNAMONS. BCHOOLE
« REALTY T BE QECOAATED A MOWED BT » AAILARE F FDHA CAVRIERSHIP THANGFER

57836875 |

01-552-6004 , 01-550-1486

Get your Gazette Shopper Card today.

Significant - and genuine! - discounts at more
than 300 places, including:
mlc-::rd:;nn reaty-io-eat meals ; _ —. oo ,_.W;qugﬂ... "
i 4 HMIM|‘ I| -"l Fip & h - m'i.:"..lf? EMHM":HJ . P

Andaman Dental Clinic o e e o e

10% on &l services, axcept 5% on il {'““m Sho N real U yean

crowns & beidges. Tak: O7H-344543. 1l __:__._A_.,._,_“.;._ | Fi
o ot i guraranice’

Aquarius Diving
1:5% Bookings for mmwm:mm
Tel: OTE-2E2780

See the Garette websile for details of mone than 300 other offens
hitpthawses. phukoipazete net'shoppenist osp

"Phuket Gazette

Wherever you stop for shopping, don't forget to pick up
your weekly Gazette every Saturday at:

Tesco Lotus

«Se-Ed Book Center (2nd floor)

Kiosk opposite Walson's
Big C

-Se-Ed Book Center (Ground floor)

- Kiosk in front of MK Suki (1st floor)

Home Pro
-5e-BEd Book Center

Robinson Department Store ) - . ;
_ HRY 626 s ARy shape
- Bookstore (15t floor) . .
L losioprarern £ S haridaael

Central Festival SR anghoks Tob-66 2 S657r50675-5 Taw-66 P P675r56F

- The Books (3rd floor) yﬂ“"”{ ""':"“'f""f’ﬁ s "y"f“':ﬁ';m f’r‘.‘:‘" ,"m e ":#’f'f']‘s?,, i

- B25 (3rd floor) Chiany CHais Yeob-66 37 IOFI00 D Yawr-66 35 U059

' - Salpad Sob-O6 7¥ POV Yaw-66 F¥ P6S5956

Nemperds Fod Ware- 565 77 #2725

T A N BT o T

Index Living Mall
- 5e-Ed Book Center (15t floor)
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