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Patong ‘needs
B/00m now’

Town is ‘like awoman with no make-up’ — Pian

By Gategaeo Phetsawang

PHUKET CITY: Patong Mayor
Pian Keesin has urged the gov-
ernment to approveimmediately
funding of 700 million baht to
improve Patong Beach, in line
with the Tourism Authority of
Thailand (TAT)’s draft plan for
reconstructing the resort.

Mayor Pian told Prime
Minister Thaksin Shinawatra,
during hisrecent visit to Phuket,
that Patong was the worst-af-
fected of all the tsunami-hit
places on Phuket, and yet it was
the one that the government be-
lieved should recover soonest.

“1 have done amost 100%
of the things | wanted to do first
to restorethe natural resources,”
said Mayor Pian.

“The next thing is to im-
prove the scenery and make
things more orderly, such as
along the beach road.”

He aso asked the PM to
make an immediate decision on
the budget, telling him, “ Patong
now islike ahousewithout paint
or a woman without make-up.
The TAT can’'t promote tourism
if Patong isstill like this.

“The 700-million-baht
budget has to be approved, and
the decision should be made as
quickly as possible, so we can
recover in six months or a year,
as the government wants.”

Mayor Pian also asked the
government to speed up the pro-
cess of issuing soft loansto tsu-
nami-hit businesses.

He said, “The Finance
Minister, Somkid Jatusripitak,
has said that 30 billion baht has
been spent on helping busi-
nesses, but there are 900
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A child and his father light candles on Patong Beach, just two

of the 10,000 people who turned the beach into a blaze of
light with 100,000 candles along the three-kilometer stretch

The “Light Up Patong” ceremony on January 31 was
organized by the Phuket Provincial Administration Organization
and attended by 33 delegates to the World Travel Organization
Executive Council emergency session, held in Phuket on
January 31 and February 1 (see page 3).

Representatives of each country were asked to say, in
their own language, the sentence “We will always remember
you,” drawing delighted responses from the multinational

POWER

businesspeople in Patong who
have received nothing.

“Why isit difficult for Thai
commercia banks to give soft
loansto business operatorswhen
they have already got the money
from the Bank of Thailand?’

He also asked whether it
would be possible to speed up
the loans process by allowing

busi nesspeopleto form coopera-
tives to guarantee each other’s
loans, rather than haveto get the
support of high-ranking govern-
ment officers, asis currently the
case.

PM Thaksin ordered the
Bank of Thaillandtolook at ways
of solving the problemsraised by
K. Pian.

Thousands
of Burmese
still missing
after tsunami

By Kamol Pirat

PHUKET: One month after the
tsunami, more than 3,000 Bur-
mese workers in Phang Nga are
still unaccounted for, a seminar
was told on January 30.

The meeting, arranged by
the International Labor Organi-
zation (ILO) and aninternational
NGO, the Friedrich-Ebert-
Stiftung (FES), heard that many
Burmese are still hiding atop
hillsand in rubber plantationsin
the province — often in bad con-
ditions—too scared to seek help
from the authoritiesin case they
are deported to Burma.

FES Coordinator Benjapol
Sookhoom said researchers had
interviewed more than 100 mi-
grants in Phang Nga between
January 15 and 29.

“After gathering the data,
we calculated that around 3,000
Burmese laborers are still miss-
ing [in Phang Ngal.

“We intend to present this
information to the Thai govern-
ment and ask for its help in re-
solving the problem.”

The ILO’s director in East
Asia, Christine Evans-Klock,
said, “ These migrantshave prob-
lems communicating with local
people, sothey havelittle chance
of getting other organizations to
help them.”

K. Benjapol said the gov-
ernment should make contact
with the migrantsand offer them
food and medical help —aswell
as help in replacing documents
lost in the tsunami.

Said K. Benjapal: “I have
met survivors injuries who can-
not get medical treatment be-
cause they have no money.

“The government should
get help to them fast, to prevent
other problems developing.”

He said that the situation
further north, in Ranong, was
still being researched.
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Help offered
for coping

with stress
after tsunami

PHUKET: Two psychothera-
pists, Dr Victor Adam from
Singapore and David Foster, a
Phuket-based Englishman, are
available to offer advice free to
thosein Thailand traumatized by
the tsunami.

At the Sheraton Grande
L agunaPhuket, meanwhile, Cali-
fornia-licensed psychotherapist
Beverley Cone is being spon-
sored by the hotel to conduct free
counseling sessionsfor individu-
alsand couples.

Sheis aso holding classes
in stress management and advice
for parents whose children may
be distressed after the tsunami.

Inaddition, she haslaunch-
ed classesunder thetitle, “ Reach-
ing Out To Others’, aimed at
teaching people how to give sup-
port in acommunity-based fash-
ion to Thais who have suffered
loss. Initially thesewill bein En-
glish, but a Thai trangator will
on hand.

To contact Dr Adam or Mr
Foster email to: tsunami_mind_
aild@yahoo.co.uk, giving name
and contact details or call Tel:
076-288716. All information will
be kept in strictest confidence.

To contact Ms Cone, the
number is Tel: 076-324101,
Room 2203.

Those concerned about a
relative or friend in distress are
also urged to contact the practi-
tioners for advice.
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Singaporean
airlines aid
tourist revival

PHUKET: Thai AirwaysInterna-
tional (THAI) may have slashed
it servicesto Phuket, but airlines
in Singapore are doing precisely
the opposite, offering special
dealsto travelersto Phuket.

In ajoint promotion with
selected hotels in Phuket, Krabi
and Langkawi, Malaysia, SilkAir
is offering travellers packages
until the end of February.

Priced from just S$99
(2,330 baht) for three days and
two nights in Phuket, the deals
include airfares, accommodation,
breakfast and airport transfers.

The airline is also offering
return air fares for S$80 (1,880
baht) per person for two people
booking together, until the end of

February, but excluding the Chi-
nese New Year period, from Feb-
ruary 7 to 11.

The new budget airline, Ti-
ger Airways, is offering 20,000
low-fare one-way tickets from
Singapore to Phuket for travel
before April 2005 for just S$9.98
(235 baht) apiece.

SilkAir flies to Phuket
twice daily, Tiger Airways once.

Meanwhile, THAI, which
has cut all its international con-
nections to Phuket, along with
two of its daily Bangkok-Phuket
flights, is trying to make up the
deficit by offering discounted
flights and flight-and-accommo-
dation packages for Phuket,
Krabi and Trang until March 31.

German town gives school Blm

PATONG: The citizens of the small German town of Bad Rap-
penau — population 20,500 - have donated 1 million baht to
help rebuild Baan Kalim School, which was badly damaged by

the December 26 tsunami.

On January 28, Heiko Schmidt (2" from right), owner of
Baan Suan Villa in Patong, along with members of his family,
handed over a check to Damrong Boonchoti, Director of the Phuket
Educational Area Office (right), who is in charge of a charity
fund established to help the school recover from the disaster.
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Chinese New Year sees dew of entertainment

PHUKET CITY: The Phuket of-
fice of the Tourism Authority of
Thailand (TAT) and Phuket City
Municipality have joined forces
to celebrate Chinese New Year
and the 7" Old Phuket Festival
from February 8 to 11.

Suwalai Pinpradab, TAT
Region 4 Director, said that the
Chinese New Year festivitieswill
start on February 8 with adinner
at the Jui Tui Shrine, on the cor-
ner of Soi Phuton and Ranong
Rd, at 7 pm.
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Around the corner at the
Pud Jor Shrine, on Patipat Rd, a
parade to honor the Chinese gods
Kuan-Im, Jai-Sinand Tai Sow la
will start at 8 pm and wind its
way around town, ending at
NawamindraMemorial Squareat
9 pm.

From the Pud Jor Shrine,
the parade will turn right onto
Krabi Rd, left onto Satun Rd,
continue along Dibuk Rd. turn
right onto Phuket Rd and right
again onto Thalang Rd, then left

onto Yaowarat Rd, left onto
Phang NgaRd, right onto Montri
Rd, around Nimit Circleand then
north along Phuket Rd to Nawa-
mindra Memorial Square.

K. Suwalai said that on
February 11, the fourth and last
day for traditional celebrations
for Chinese New Year, there will
be about 20 shows from China,
al free of charge, starting from
7:30 pm.

“At the Public Health Cen-
ter on Thalang Rd, there will be
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Chinese puppet shows, morethan
10 Chinese dramatic-arts perfor-
mances, Chinese operas sung in
Thai, and Shaolin kung fu dis-
plays,” she said. “There will be
more shows from China on Feb-
ruary 12.”

She added that the 7" Old
Phuket Festival will run from
February 9 to 11, during which
time Thalang Rd, Krabi Rd and
Soi Romanee will be closed to
traffic.

The festival will include
local Sino-Portuguese buildings
being open to the public, exhibi-
tionsof Phuket’spast, street ven-
dors selling traditional dishes,
and alight-and-sound show at the
Sino-Portuguese residence of
Sithi Tandavanit].

For moreinformation about
the festivities, call the Phuket
TAT officeat Tel: 076-212213 or
076-277036, or Phuket City Mu-
nicipality at Tel: 076-212196.

— Dhirarat Boonkongsaen
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Scandinavian
Inspectors
give Phuket
thumbs-up

By Dhirarat Boonkongsaen

PHUKET CITY: An inspection
team representing major Scandi-
navian tour companies Star Tour,
MyTravel & Tour, and Apollo
Tours, have announced that they
will spread the word that Phuket
and the other Andaman provinces
are safe destinations for tourists
to visit.

On January 27 the team of
five wrapped up aweek-long in-
spection tour that took in some
80 hotels in Phuket and Krabi.

Engineer and team leader
Thomas Bjur said, “I have in-
spected the structures of the ho-
tels, and most of them are still
good; only some of them need
about acouple of weeksto repair.

“I was surprised by the
good work they have done.”

Fellow inspecting engi-
neers UIf Rydberg and Gert-Inge
Mauritzon agreed. “ After check-
ing the damaged areas, | can say
thereis nothing to worry about,”
said Mr Rydberg.

Mr Mauritzon said, “ Places
have been cleaned up, are safe
andthe Thai peoplearevery gen-
erous and cooperative. | would
bring my family here again.”

MyTravel & Tour Quality
Director Anders Enhagen said
that, on returning to Sweden the
team will announcetheir findings
at a press conference.

“Most of thehotelsin Krabi
have already been repaired. Our
government warning was re-
moved afew weeksago. Now we
are free to resume tourism as
usual,” he said.

At the January 27 press
conference, Kasinee Chuennai-
thum, Phuket Branch Manager of
East West Siam, an agent for
Apollo Tours, said that Apollo
would resume its charter flights
to Phuket on February 4, bring-
ing about 1,000 tourists a week.

Meanwhile, Ender Turkyil-
maz, Destination Manager of
Danish tour operator Tyrkiet
Eksperten, emailed the Gazetteto
announce that hisfirm would re-
start its Phuket operations on
January 29, bringing about 300
people aweek to Phuket.

WTO session approves plan

By Dhirarat Boonkongsaen

KATA: A multi-point Phuket Action Plan
drawn up by the Executive Council of the
World Tourism Organization (WTO) to speed
the recovery of Phuket’s battered tourism
industry has been accepted by aWTO Emer-
gency Session that drew together represen-
tatives from 40 countries.

The plan, approved during the session
held January 31 and February 1 at the Kata
Beach Hotel, contains the following strate-
gies:

* Immediate financial assistance for
small tourism businesses;

* Communication of the current opera-
tional status of Phuket’s resorts;

* Diversification of tourism products
including more cultural and nature-based
activities and a move away from the tradi-
tional “sea-and-sand” options;

* Training of new staff and retraining
of existing staff to meet tourists' expecta-
tions;

* More “added-value’ or complemen-
tary offersand promotionsfrom, for example,
restaurants, tour operators and shops;

* Redlistic and up-to-date travel advi-
sories issued by governments of countries
from which tourists come.

Dr Harsh Varma, the WTO Chief of
Technical Cooperation, said of theplan, “[I1]
isacatalyst for cooperation among the mem-
ber states of the WTO and the PATA (Pacific
Asia Travel Association) countries as well
asall varieties of organizations, private busi-
nesses and academic institutions [in the re-
gion].”

Dr Varma also said that both internal
and external partners will be encouraged to
sponsor and implement projects from the
plan, if they correspond with their capabili-
ties and financial resources.

Maximizing the use of the existing tour-
ism infrastructure will, he said, help small
tourism-related businesses and their employ-
ees survive the recovery period.

“IThe WTQ] must restore travelers
confidencein theregion so that visitor flows
resume as quickly as possible,” said Dr
Varma.

The presentation contained plans for
Phuket and other areas of Thailand affected
by the tsunami, and also for regions of other

countrieswhich were hit —notably Sri Lanka,
the Maldives and Indonesia.

Dr Varma also said that systems
should be put in place that strengthen the
sustainability of the affected destinations
and divided this secondary plan into four
areas.

* Marketing and communications;

e Community relief;

* Education and training;

* Sustainable redevel opment.

The WTO and other organizations, as
well as individual countries will, he said,
work with the United Nations on disaster re-
duction and mitigation programs in the re-
gion.

Other ideas put forward to rebuild con-
fidence among tourists include a global ad-
vertising campaign showing “business as
usua” in Phuket’s beach resorts.

TheWTO haswaived participation fees
for countries of affected regions at tourism
fairs, including FITUR (Internationa Tour-
ismTradeFair) in Madrid, I TB (International
Tourism Bourse) Berlin in mid-March and
SATTE (the South Asia Travel and Tourism
Exchange) in New Delhi in April.

Suwat lays out hisideas for recovery

PHUKET CITY: Deputy Prime
Minister Suwat Liptapanlop be-
lieves that marketing and reha-
bilitation of popular tourist sites
will be the keys to the recovery
of the tourism industry along
Thailand’s Andaman Sea coast.
DPM Suwat, responsible
for overseeing therecovery of the
tourismindustry inthe Andaman
region inthewake of the Decem-
ber 26 tsunami, was reporting
during aJanuary 27 meeting with
Prime Minister Thaksin Shina-

bers, at the Royal Phuket City
Hotel.

“In terms of marketing, the
Finance Ministry must help busi-
ness operators affected by the
tsunami in the short term, other-
wise we won't be ready to serve
tourists,” he said.

Bangkok intends to play a
key role in the marketing effort
by pushing to have a series of
high-profile events sited here,
such as international confer-
ences, sports competitions and

DPM Suwat said the gov-
ernment hopes to establish an
annual memorial ceremony, to
which tourists who experienced
thetsunami and rel atives of those
who died in it would be invited,
as well as opening a tsunami
museum as amemorial and edu-
cation center.

He continued that the gov-
ernment hopes to persuade tour-
ists from Thailand to return to
Phuket, and was offering “in-
spection tours’ for travel firms

tempt to re-establish Phuket asa
destination for Asian tourists.

He also said that “cultural
tourism” could be emphasized.
“In the past we promoted the
region’s natural resources. Now
we plan to include the region’'s
cultural heritage aswell, such as
the unique lifestyle of the Sea
Gypsies.”

DPM Suwat also suggested
that entry fees could be elimi-
nated, and aircraft landing fees
at Phuket International Airport be

watra and other Cabinet mem-

even the Miss Universe pageant.
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hile tourism indus-

try operators and

government offi-

ciasinPhuket rush
about trying to repair theisland’'s
image and clean up what is left
of the damage from the tsunami,
therecovery effort seemsto have
bypassed one group of people
who urgently need it, the Mok-
ken, or “ Sea Gypsies’.

One of the many non-gov-
ernmental organizations (NGOs)
that has stepped into the breach
is Wildlife Fund Thailand
(WFT), whose Wichoti Kraithep
was assigned to help the Sea
Gypsy communities on Koh
Sireh and in Rawai, both of
which suffered severely fromthe
tsunami.

K. Wichoti said that on Koh
Sireh, nine Mokken homes were
completely destroyed and 100
more suffered damage. Perhaps
worse for the seagoing Mokken
onKoh Sirehisthefact that about
60 boats were damaged.

In Rawai, 14 boats disap-
peared after the tsunami swept
through, and 13 more boats that
wererecovered are badly in need
of repair.

“We are trying to coordi-
nate with the government to give
them some assistance, but it will
takeat least four months. The Sea
Gypsies are a small group of
people descended from the origi-
nal inhabitants of Phuket,” said
K. Wichoti, “but now it seems
that they have been left behind.”

But not completely, thanks
to thework of the WFT and sev-
eral other NGOs that are pitch-
ing in to help the Mokken re-
build.

“Initially, the WFT used
donations to help the Koh Sireh
community to buy equipment
they need to repair their boats.
Somelocal residents, along with

ACHID ESTAT

Assistance ar

volunteersfrom Phuket Rajabhat
University and the Royal Thai
Navy, aso hel ped them build new
houses.”

“Fishermen from Trang and
students from Sichon Technical
Collegein Nakhon Sri Thamma-
rat also cameto help the commu-
nity in Rawai rebuild their
boats,” he added.

About 20| ocal artistsput on
an exhibition of art, song and po-
etry at Lan Nawamin Square on
January 14.

“Their aim wasn't to raise
money for the Sea Gypsies, but
rather to help people better un-
derstand the Sea Gypsy lifestyle
through art,” K. Wichoti explain-
ed.

Almost every SeaGypsy in
Koh Sireh shares the same last
name, Promongkij, giventothem
by HRH Princess Sri Nagarindra
the Princess M other as part of the
Thai government’s efforts to
naturalize the Mokken and inte-
grate them into mainstream Thai
society. The name means “in the
fishing business’.

Chalit Pramongkij, a 50-
year-old fisherman living in the
Koh Sireh Sea Gypsy commu-
nity, told the Gazette that his
modest seaside dwelling, made
mostly of corrugated iron sheets,
was no match for theforce of the
wave and waseasily swept away.

“1 built my house just six
years ago, but when | came back
after thetsunami, all that was|eft
of it was a pile of broken sticks.
My boat was a so damaged, and
I have to fix the motor. Volun-

rves

In the flurry to help victims of the tsunami, one
group of people seems to have been left out of
the government’s calculations — the Mokken, or
Sea Gypsies, of Rawai and Koh Sireh. Luckily,
Thai NGOs have been piling in to help them put
their homes, their boats and their lives together
again. Gategaeo Phetsawang reports.

teers[from WFT], dongwithmy
friends, are helping me build a
new house. We have already been
given new sheets of tin and lum-
ber to begin thiswork,” he said.

More recent arrivals com-
ing to aid the SeaGypsiesinclude

BAAN CHANG THAI

oL A .
Chalit Pramongkij’s home was reduced to a pile of broken sticks.
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the Assembly of the Poor (AOP),
a grassroots network formed in
Ubon Ratchathani to oppose the
Pak Mool Dam project in that
province; another group of pro-
testors who oppose the Thasae
Dam in Chumphon; and the
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Northern Agriculturist Network,
an association of poor famers.

These groups have been
operating in Phang Nga, Trang,
Ranong and Phuket to help
people asbest they can with their
limited resources.
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lifestyle in this beautiful fropical villa.
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for forgotten Mokken

The chlldren are cheerful agam now their homes are belng rebuﬂt

AOP adviser Pornthip Sam-
ruamjit said that 24 people from
the group had split off for four
days to lend a hand in repairing
Mokken homes on Koh Sireh.

“Our women do the cook-

ing for those who are repairing
or building homesfor thevillag-
ers.

“Some local people have
helped us with the cooking, and
they werekind enough to give us
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enough fish eggsto makeacurry
today, " shetold the Gazette.

One of the cooks, Meena
Choosala, a 25-year-old Sea
Gypsy villager, told the Gazette
that she had come down from
Koh Sireh Hill after the tsunami
to find her home had completely
disappeared.

“My house was gone and
therewas nothing left, just abare
patch of sand behind where | am
standing now,” she said, adding
that shewaslastinthelong queue
of local community members
waiting to have their homes re-
built.

Diew Pramongkij, 33, said
that hisfamily, including hiswife
and two children, have been liv-
ing under a makeshift tent be-
cause they are afraid that the
frame of their damaged home
would collapse if they went in-
side.

ST LK

restavrant.

“We live under the shade of
this tent in front of our house
while it is being repaired,” he
said.

“My two kidsgo to aschooal
near our house and every day
they are asked why they aren’t
wearing their school uniforms.
But all of our children’s school
supplies, along with those of the
other kidswho liveinthevillage,
disappeared in the tsunami,” he
explained.

Another AOP advisor,
Chaiyaphan Prapasawat, said,
“Most people here have been
abandoned because the govern-
ment only thinks about theresorts
that were damaged. What they
have done is just give the resi-
dents some construction materi-
als.

“Now they have tin panels
to build walls, but no doors or
windows. How can they livein

houseslikethat? They have been
left to fend for themselves. Some
of them are injured and ex-
hausted. That's why we came to
help them,” he said.

Kuen Pramongkij sat in a
chair in front of her mother’s
house watching the reconstruc-
tion of the home by AOP volun-
teers. She has two sons, a three-
year-old and a 13-year-old, who
is deaf.

“l am glad to see so many
peoplewilling to help build anew
house for me,” she said grate-
fully.

Those wishing to make donations
of wood, cement, bricks or other
materials to aid in the ongoing
work to rebuild the Sea Gypsy
communities can do so contact-
ing K. Maem (Koh Sreh) at Tel:
04-0518299; and K. Ting (Rawai)
at Tel: 01-5978270.

THE TASTE OF THAILAND

BooKk now +or 7He. mos7 romantic
valentine's vinner in Phyker!

BRL . LOUNGE . dDINING . TELRLACLE

5/50 cherngthalay phuket Tel 076 271 702 www.silkphuket.com

Bangkok Phuket
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ithin two weeks of

thetsunami that hit

Thailand’s Anda-

man Coast, foreign
relief workershad arrived to help
clean up theworst-hit areas. Sup-
pliesof food and other aid started
trickling through to those who
needed them most.

But by that time, many Phu-
ket residents— understanding the
desperate need of those affected
and the slow reactions of govern-
ments and the big charities— had
already started running mercy
missionsto Phang Ngaand other
affected areas.

The concept was simple:
tsunami victims need help, so
let’'s help them. Now.

What madethose early sup-
ply runs so effective wasthat the
aid went directy to thosein need.
There were no donation centers,
no warehouses, no bureaucrats—
just peopleloading vehicleswith
supplies and delivering them
straight to coastal villageswhere
the tsunami wreaked havoc.

Among thefirst to respond
with emergency deliveries were
Phuket property players Ken
Abday, Wayne “Red” Graham
and Gene McCain.

“1’djust got back fromvol-
unteer work at Wat Yan Yao [in
Phang NgaProvince] and | heard
that Ken was going up to Khao
Lak and Ranong the next day, so
| called him,” Red said.

“Ken was aready familiar
with thefishing villagesalong the
Ranong coast from his days
working with [seafood supply
giant] Phillips Seafood, which set
up small processing plants in
many of the villages.”

Two of thefirst villagesvis-
ited were Talay Nork and Haad
Sai Khao. “They wereredlly glad
to see us. They had nothing. All
that was left of the school at
Talay Nork wastheflagpole, and
they were using the processing
plant for housing,” said Ken.

They also visited Baan
Haad Prapat, Baan Bang Bane
and Had Sai Dum, al in Ranong
Province. Thetoll inthefivevil-
lages was high: 137 dead; 151
destroyed houses; and 310 dam-
aged or wrecked boats.

But astheimmediate needs
of the villagers started to be met
and government promises to re-

Looking at relief

In the longer term

MicCain and Ken Abday

build the schoolsand homeswere
made, Ken and Red shifted their
focus to longer-term support.

Wanting to make sure that
they could help to provide the
right kind of aid, Ken and Red
asked the villagers what was
needed most. Boats, came the
answer. The villagers wanted to
get back to work.

“We talked about how we
could helpto get their boats back,
and Dave Raybould suggested
we hire the villagers themselves
to build and repair the boats.

“That way, they would at
least have some income in the
meantime,” explained Red.

“Anyone can help with
building the boats and it gives
them something to do instead of
waiting around. It really liftstheir
spirits,” he added.

What the pair had realized

These children (above) in the camp at Baan Bang
Muang are assured of an ongoing education. Right,
the ‘just do it brigade: from left, Red Graham, Gene

over the weeks of
running supplies to
the villages was the
importance of direct
contact with the peo-
ple in need, as well
as showing donors
exactly where their
money was going.

Now the pair have set up a
sponsorship program whereby
donors can support the building
of a boat, and track how each
donation is helping the villagers
get back on an even keel.

Last week Ken and Red
placed their first order for 54
small fishing boats, each about
siX meters long, at an estimated
cost — complete with fishing
equipment — of 60,000 baht per
boat. “The first boats will go to
the small families,” said Ken.

While the current focus is

on building boats, however, the
project aims to support the vil-
lages with any other aid that
might have been overlooked by
the government or major aid or-
ganizations. Hence, the dynamic
duo say, the project has become
more of a “sponsor-a-village”
program.

As Ken and Red's project
was taking shape, Gene McCain
was at the refugee camp at Baan
Bang Muang, just south of Ta
kuapa Town, where some 550
children are staying.

He, too, had realized that

direct contact was the best way
to ensurethat tsunami victimsget
the right kind of aid, and that —
athough immediate help iscriti-
cal —long-term, continuing sup-
port isvital.

Concerned about thefuture
of the children at the camp, Gene
asked officers from Baan Nam
Kem Tambon Administration
Organization (OrBorTor) — the
village where most of the chil-
dren arefrom—what the children
needed most. “Education,” was
the reply.

Heexplained that whilevil-
lagers were struggling to rebuild
homes and boats, education for
the children would be regarded
by parents as alow priority.

Genewasdeterminedto en-
surethat the children would con-
tinue with their schooling.

Within days, the OrBor Tor
had organized all the paperwork
and details of the children so that
Gene could start an education
sponsorship program.

“It costs only 500 baht a

month for one child to continue
in school,” he said.
As with the boatbuilding
project, donors can track
each child’'s progress,
academic attainment and
welfare.

“Also, if the child
or hisor her family needs
other typesof help, we'll
know about it, too,” said
Gene.

For more information
about the sponsor-a-vil-
lage project contact Ken
Abday (Tel: 01-6493557,
Email: tsunami @
phuketlifestyle. com) or
Red Graham (Tel: 01-
7970358, Email: red@eastwest-
properties.com).

For more information about the
education sponsorship project,
contact Gene McCain (Tel: 09-
2900035, 076-353926, Email
eam1008@mac.com). See also
www.tsunamirelieffundthai.org/

Donations to the boatbuilding
project can be made to: Bank
name. Bangkok Bank; Branch:
Tesco-Lotus Phuket, Thailand:;
Account name: Tipparat Ponrit;
Account no: 618-0-015882; Swift
code: BKKBTHBK.

A apecial place

frenietionality

creating a soothing

that eeclisive lifestyle,

please contact: Boat Lagoon Park Residence at Phuket Boat Lagoon 230120 Moo 2 Thepkrasattri Rd. T. Koh Kaew, A. Muang Phuket. 83000, Thailand.
Tol: O76-273466, 236948-8 Fax: 075-238548 www.phuketboatiagoon,com Email: property_sale@phuketboatiagoon com
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these delightful homes combines beauty with

Beauty that is complemented by light breezes and
the sound of running waler from

hmquﬂ#ynﬂdpemtnﬂnwl#aﬂsﬂm
Lagoon Park Residence is the perfect ploce for

f-i:mt wﬂw




February 5 - 11, 2005

AROUND THE NATION

PHUKET GAZETTE

/11 orphaned by tsunami

he number of Thai chil-

dren orphaned by the

December 26 tsunami is

711, according to the
Ministry of Social Development
and Human Services. Of these,
630 are from the six affected
provinces and 81 more are the
children of parents from other
provinces who died while work-
ing in these provinces, said Min-
istry Permanent Secretary Wal-
lop Ploytaptim.

The ministry has found
close relatives or foster families
to care for the orphans, K. Wal-
lop said. It has given 3,000 baht
to each orphan a ong with school
uniforms and stationery. The
ministry will seek grants to pay
for their educations to college
level.

The ministry, assigned to
rebuild homes for the tsunami
victimsin Phang Nga, has put up
500 houses. It isclearing land to
build 700 more and negotiating
on locations for therest, he said.

Teenage wasteland: A poll of
4,645 teenagers conducted by
Assumption University and the
Thai Health Promotion Founda-
tion found that two-thirds of
teens polled admitted to indulg-
ing in at least one of the nine
“vices” listed in the survey:
smoking, alcohol consumption,
frequent partying, gambling,
drug use, over-spending, “prema-
turesex”, fistfightsand entertain-
ing suicidal tendencies.

Ranked first on thelist was
excessive drinking, with a third
of respondents admitting to it. It
wasfollowed closely by fighting
and excessive spending, with al-
most a third of teenagers listing
them as one of their bad habits.

Almost a third of respon-
dents said they frequented night
entertainment venues and 25%
admitted to being in a sexual re-
lationship. Some 16% of polled

CLEAN SWEEP: A Government House police guard takes a
look at a prototype vehicle developed by the King Mongkut
Institute of Technology to sweep for nail traps laid on roads
by insurgents in the Deep South. Prime WMinister Thaksin
Shinawatra was so impressed that he ordered the production
of four such vehicles at a cost of 2.9 million baht each.

teens admitted to gambling and
12% to smoking. Almost 10%
said they entertained suicidal fan-
tasies and 2% admitted to using
drugs.

Windpipe parasite: A doctorin
Chiang Mai warned trekkers to
boil water before drinking it af-
ter a man recently coughed up
blood because a leech, believed
to have been ingested during a
forest trip, was lodged in his
windpipe.

“We suspect he swallowed
aleechwhen hedrank water from
a stream,” said Dr Chatchai
Khoonrangsisomboon, head of
the Ear Nose and Throat unit at
Nakhon Ping Hospital.

Public relations nightmare:
Honda Automobile Thailand
agreed to buy back aHonda CRV
from Duenpen Silaket, 28, after
she battered it in front of some
100 cheering onlookers outside
the Shinawatra |11 building on
Bangkok’s Vibhavadi-Rangsit
Road.

For imformation and reservations,
| tall our sales affice,

Imcabed Al the Bl Lagoon on

OT6Z3I9TI0 or BEE943234

WWIRLLAWANENSBS.COm

car’'s windshield with a hammer
and smashed its bonnet with a
shovel in protest at what she said
was the carmaker’s refusal to
take responsibility for her new
car’s chronic problems.

full refund by Honda when she
returns the vehicle.

K. Duenpen shattered the

K. Duenpenwill begivena
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" PLANTATION

33 SPACIOUS LUXURY
APARTMENTS & 22 STYLISH
VILLAS FOR SALE, 5ET IN A
PRISTINE RAINFOREST
ENVIRONMENT, FOR
SOPHISTICATED, YET
CASUAL TROPICAL LIVING

= The Plantation, kamala Bay, Phuket

Experience The Luary Of Natwre

A NUMBER OF ATTRACTIVE VILLA
OPTIONS TO CHOOSE FROM

VILLA LOT PRICES START FROM
11,800,000 BAHT {ca. US$ 295,000)

APARTMENTS START FROM
14,500,000 BAHT (ca. US$ 374,500)

SHOW APARTMENT OPEN FOR VIEWING

Phuket Office:

Banghok Office:

Samkid Place, & 564 Sodmkid, Plosnclsit Ad,

PR TATICON

Bangkok 10330 Thalland
Tel:-+66 2655 1970-4
Fax: +66 3655 1576

= PLAN TRTION

wiwwlTheplantationghukel.com

*Catnis subect o change

17737 Moo 6, Kamala, Kathu,

Phasket 83150, Thailand

Tek +54 76 3BG040-2

Faxz +66 5 FH6043

Email: infoitheplantationphuiket.com
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ocked Samul sends hel p west

oh Samui and its resi-
dents were both stun-
ned and saddened as
news spread of the
tragedy that had befallen the west
coast of Thailand. The Mayor of
Samui, Warakorn
Rattanarak, said
that al the Samui
people sent their
heartfelt support
and condolencesto
the victims, and
that everyone
would do whatever
they could to help.
Collection
points were set up
on the island for
the donation of
clothing and other
essential supplies,
and money is also
being sent across
the peninsula to
help with therelief
effort.
The Rotary

FROM THE
GULF OF

THAILAND

By Commander

provisions were also dispatched
from Samui, along with cash do-
nations.

The Samui Blues Festival
raised around 1 million baht for
the relief efforts, and this was
followed by Tsu-
nami Dance Aid, a
concert with inter-
national deejays at
Gecko, on Bophut
Beach.

Clampdown on
visas: Two Brit-
ons were arrested
recently on Samui
for visa and work
permit violations.
Martin Sinclair
and Lee Thomas
were found to be
working on tourist
visaswithout work
permits when Im-
migration officials
conducted acheck
at the Queen Vic-

Club of Koh Sa- Sammy Swan toria Pub in La-
mui, along with mai.
various other local businesses, Both menwerearrested and

has been involved in the relief
effort, and blood banks were set
up at the major hospitals on the
island.

Special flightswerelaid on
by Bangkok Airwaysto fly sup-
pliesto Phuket, and truckl oads of

later deported. They were aso
blacklisted and therefore may not
re-enter Thailand for several
years.

Accident solutions: Inresponse
to prolonged and widespread

amui, although it escaped

the effects of the tsunami,
suffered its own disaster a
month later when at least 14
people died in a speedboat
accident.

The 14 - 10 foreigners
and four Thais — were among
revelers returning to Koh
Samui early on January 256
after a Full Moon party on Koh
Pha-ngan.

Police said they believed
that the steering gear of the
boat, which had three powerful
outboard engines, failed,
causing the boat to veer
suddenly and capsize, throw-
ing passengers into the sea.

One passenger, David
Broo from Sweden, described
the scene to Samui’'s commun-
ity magazine: "l heard the
engines cut out and felt the
boat turning over so | jumped
overboard.

“When | came up for air
people were screaming and
trying to climb back onto the
hull. I swam back to help, but
then someone panicked and
dragged me under water so |

criticism of road conditions and
accident levels on Koh Samui,
thelocal authoritiesimplemented
a new, stricter system of road
controls throughout Surat Thani
Province from December 29.

The speedboat (above), powered by three large outboard motors,
capsized, spilling its passengers into the sea.

realized it was too dangerous
and moved away.

“Two or three boats pas-
sed without seeing us, but then
after about 20 minutes, another
boat came and picked us up.
We tried to use CPR on one man
but it seemed he was already
dead.

Holidays and festival peri-
ods are notorious for accidents,
so over theNew Year, roadblocks
and spot checks were set up in
more than 50 locations around
the province, including several

“We had to leave some people
behind, but | saw more boats
going out to pick up the other
survivors. There was no organ-
ized rescue operation until
much later, | think.”

The driver of the boat
later surrendered to police to
face charges of manslaughter.

on Koh Samui, athough many
appeared to be unmanned for
most of the day.

Cdr Swan is a writer with Koh
Samui’'s community magazine.

New lakeside homes

ANOTHER QUALITY PROJECT FROM LAND & HOUSES s s

Land & Houses Park Phuket

Pruerk-pirom
3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 298 sg.m.

.'-J

Pruerk-lawan

3 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms, 348 sq.m.

{4 persons/lunit)

Pruerk-umpai
4 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms, 382 sg.m.

Model Area (sgwa) *Special price*(batty  Deposit (haht)  Contract (bahi)
Pruerk-pirom 09.6 10,500,000 100,000 3,050,000
Pruerk-lawan 112.6 11,850,000 100,000 3,455,000
Pruerk-umpam 157.80 14,480,000 1 OR), (00 4,244 000

For further information please contact our office
Pruerksachart Tel: 076-381150-2 Fax: 076-381111
- Email: infof@ lhphuket.com
fakeview 4 http://www. lThphuket.com

Free sports complex membership

70% Last payment (baht)

bd

%

7,350,000
8,295,000
10,136,000

Location Map
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Thi s week

BIG BIKES, BIGGER HEARTS: The Blackrose Motorcycle Club and friends donate KIND CHEIVIISTRY. Ch||dren of Baan Kalim School are entertained by Chemistry

250,000 baht in cash as well as equipment, food and gifts to Baan Bangsak students from Phuket Rajabhat University who brought their “Smile Mobile Project”
School in Phang Nga Province. to the youngsters. Food, fun and games seems to be the right compound.

RADI CAL HELP: Thomas Engstrm (left), the President and CEO of RADI Medical
Systems, celebrates the official opening of the Pa Khlok-based factory by awarding JIVA FEVER: Lars Ydmark (center, in gray shirt) opened his lea Resort & Spa for
scholarships to pupils of Baan Ao Por and Baan Bang Rong Schools in the presence friends to spend the weekend as a way of cheering up after the tsunami. Judging
of Phuket Governor Udomsak Usawarangkura. from the smiles, he succeeded.

FOUNDATION DONATION: Dragonair Manager Sutthisak Pattamawattananukul THREE CHEERS FOR TRISARA Robin Plant (2" from right), of AVC Phuket and
(4" from from right) presents — on behalf of Hong Kong-based Evergloss Tour the coordinator for the Bang Tao Relief Project, which is building and equipping
Company - Chalermkiat Ongjarean (6" from left), the President of the Kusoldharm homes in the area, accepts a donation of 200,000 baht from the management

Rescue Foundation, with a donation of more than 500,000 baht. team of Trisara.

i
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i shopper@phuketgazette.net |
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Looking for

a home in Phuket#?

www.phuketimmo.com

09-724-7211"/ 076-249-315

New Year New Income!

Pésl.

Phuket Pool Tables. |

07 B23462T, 11 755 5057
wwaphuketpooitables com

From a coin operated pool table.

BKK Tel: +6 (1) 2377 G863, +66 (0} 1377 35380 Fax: +66 (1)) 2378 (1100

QUALITY BOATS BUILT HERE

We build 100% fiberglass 'Steppa’ boats right here in Phuket.
= 16t open-bow ‘Baracuda’ is great for sking and s the parlect family boat

= 2 conbar-consoha Skip-Jack’ &= excallent for diving and gama hishing.

= 30f and 36M ‘Fiying-Feh' are popular for all commercia applications.

ALL OUR CUSTOM BUILT BOATS HAVE

# g deap-V foneard with outbosrd enginas giving cruising speeds of aver 30 knoés

weany, chean end legiimate Thai registration, (Built in Phukes)

wyeny shalow drall fof easy beach dnd Boal Lagoon aioss
o nesad far a dinghy)

# excedent stabilty and payload capacities, (simply safer boals)

wihe cption of baing slored
al hameon 2 railer. {aaid
expensie maring fess|

e |ow Dngoing mainkenence
cogls dus 1o Gur excelien|
supervisad fibar consiraction

iy

Fdinr 19580

TESTZDRIVEA -[EEFu'][] URVISIT-0URFACTDRY:
Call 075293 125 0 1-691 2658
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hildren from the
School of the Holy
Child and Resurrec-
tion School in Rye,
New York, were determined
to do something special for
studentsin Thailand who had
suffered from the tsunami.

So each onecreated a
greeting card to send, viathe
Phuket Gazette, to Baan
Kalim Primary School.

Accompanied by notes
that read, “I am praying for
you,” “I am sorry for what
happened toyou ... | hope
this picture helpsto brighten
your day,” or “I am sorry the
tsunami happened. | am
thinking of you and praying
for you,” the cards, some of
which also contained cash,
are a heart-warming demon-
stration of how children as
young asthreeyearsold can
under stand the pain of
others and sympathize with
them.

The cardswere deliv-
ered to School Director Sutat
Worasri by Gazette Events/
Client Services Manager
Vallapa “ Pam” Bunnak.

Chumlong Limpapat-

The Gazette’s Pam Bunnag (right) hands over the cards to children
and teachers of Baan Kalim Primary School. Below, some of the
cards from the New York schools.

display all the cardsthe

times that there are many i : =
QOur Montessor. Class,,

them smile,” he said. - e v

old. The tsunami damaged

chairsand stationery.

relatives, or had their homes

many or ganizations want to

tanasopon, a teacher at Baan
Kalim Schooal, told the
students have received from {8
over seas.
kidsin other countrieswho
worry about them and want
Baan Kalim School has -
five teachersand 112 students riFha;
buildings, including a
teacher’s house and the
“It was lucky that we
didn’t lose any of our stu-
damaged or destroyed.
“They are cheering up,
help them,” he added.

Gazette that he will set up a 0
new board in front of the i .'I
main school building to i '

“1’vetold them many Laye Adfian 7
to cheer them up. It makes
aged between six and 12 years
canteen, and destroyed desks,
dents. But some of them lost
however, after seeing how

N\ | F

Z 1NN

Are you a British national who was in
Thailand at the time of the tsunami?

Have you reported to the British Embassy that you are safe?

If NOT, please call 076 264 473/4
Or e-mail us at; Phuket.consular@fco.gov.uk
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n September 2004, Wareerat

K hoo-Aroon saw the culmi-

nation of years of planning

and hard work and a10-mil-
lion-baht investment when she
opened the doors of her Panwa
Garden & Spa.

Three months later, she is
left surveying what is left of the
gpa after the tsunami sent mil-
lions of tons of water pounding
through Khao Khat, and is try-
ing to salvage her business and
her dream.

The global community has
united to help tsunami victims
around the Indian Ocean, and the
government has announced a
package of measuresto help busi-
nesses in Thailand, but, accord-
ing to 38-year-old K. Wareerat,
“The priority now isto help our-
selves.”

K. Wareerat intendsto have
the 18-rai, 80-bed Balinese-style
spa back in business before the
end of February, although she
isn't sure how many customers
there will be.

Opening the spa, withits 30
staff and 10 trainees, wastheful-
fillment of a dream K. Wareerat
had had since graduation. Born
in Prachuap Khiri Khan, shewas
inspired to open aspaafter meet-
ing ablind masseur in Bangkok.

She explained, “1 saw a
blind man walking up aflight of
stairs. | tried to warn him that he
would soon haveto go to the | eft
on the walkway, but he told me
not to worry, as he had been
trained to useacane. It turned out
he had trained asamasseur at the
Thai Association for the Blind.

“Wetalked for awhile, and
that conversation made me de-
cide to talk to my family about
opening a place in Phuket where
blind people could learn massage
from experienced teachers.

“Around 1996, | opened the
first blind shelter in Phuket,
though | accepted sighted stu-
dents aswell as blind ones.

“1 went on to pass the spa
manager examination, and in
2003 | started to build this spa,
on the site of the shelter. | got a
permit from the Ministry of Pub-
lic Health and we opened last
September.”

K. Wareerat recalled what
happened the day the tsunami
came. “| was here when the sec-
ond wave came,” she said. “My
sister called from Bangkok and
warned me that there had been
an earthquake in Sumatra and
that it might affect Phuket.

“At9.30am, | sent amem-
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BACK TO SQUARE 1

“The authorities asked me why | didn't

simply close my business, then | wouldn’t have to worry about
my staff because they wouldn’t be working for me any more.’

ber of staff to work at the Thara
Patong Beach Resort, then she
called meto say therehad been a
wave there and there was sea
water in the pool. Ten minutes
later, my relatives called to tell
me the water had come to Khao
Khat too, so | rushed to the spa.

“Thefirst wave sucked the
water off the beach so quickly
that it left big fish just lying on
the sand. Some staff picked up
pots to collect the fish, but then
the wave came in a horizontal
line and everyone started to run.

“The water came very fast.
One member of staff who didn’t
get out the way fast enough was
knocked over. Although he was
hit by wooden debris in the wa-
ter, he managed to climb a col-
umn and out of the way of the
water.

“Another member of staff
was swept along by thewater, but
shetoo, managed to grab the col-
umn. A third, because she was

OLANGUAGE

T
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TEFLPlus®

Teacher iraining

used to flooding in her home
town, knew to head for higher
ground.

“The staff were worried
about the water hitting the elec-
tricity supply, so, together, they
unplugged all the electrical
equipment.

“But then the second wave
came. It must have been three
meters high, and it demolished
the lockers and a wall, and
washed away around 10,000
baht’s worth of property, includ-
ing our petty cash. But at |east
no one died.”

K. Wareerat estimates it
will cost about 5 million baht to
repair the damage caused by the
tsunami, but she is also con-
cerned about the welfare of her
staff.

Just aday after the tsunami,
staff — many of whom moved to
Phuket to work — were asking
what they could do with “no
work and nowhere to go”. K.

SRS
=SCHOOL

LinguaPlus®

Languags canins

Your first choica for language classes on Phuket sland, with
branches in Palong, Katakaron and Chadong

Thallend's best value TEFL course at onky 35,000 Baht.

Patong Language School
Arconsom Sguare, Patong, Kathu, Phuket 83150
Tel 0 7634 0373 Fax 0 7634 0873
Karon Language School
Haron Plaza, Patak Rosd, Karon, Phuket 83100
Tel 0 TE30 B2B2 Fax 0 7639 8283
LinguaPlus Language Centre
BE/E Wisel Road, Chakong, Phukel 83000
Tel/Fax O Ta2d 0363
TEFLPlus Teacher Training
wiww tefiplus.com  infodiiefiplus. com

infagdphukel-anguageschool com

wianw, plisked-languageschool com

Wareerat had already paid them
their salaries for December. “I
asked them whether they could
help me to rebuild the spa or
whether they wanted to leave. |
said that if they helped, | would
pay themwhat | could — 100 baht
aday.”

Like other tsunami victims,
K. Wareerat turned to the authori-
tiesfor help. “My staff contacted
the Phuket Provincial Social In-
surance Office and asked for
some assistance because we
weren't functioning. We hoped
that would help us to continue
paying the staff.

“But they told usto contact
the Tambon Administration
Organisation (OrBorTor).

“But the authorities asked
mewhy | didn’t simply close my
business, then | wouldn’t haveto
worry about my staff because
they wouldn’t beworking for me
any more.

“Similarly, we heard about
the cheap bank [oansfor tsunami
victims, and we applied for one,
but so far we haven't had a re-
sponse.

“Thankfully, now, though,
the Department of Social Devel-
opment and Welfare's Ministry
of Socia Development and Hu-
man Security have given the
OrBorTor money to spend on
helping victims.

“And we also got a packet
of medicinefrom the Phuket Pro-
vincial Health Office.”

But K. Wareerat believes
there needs to be more organ-
ization, coordination and —from
the government — leadership and
direction to the aid effort.

.Ill.llﬁ: II |I| :II.F-L" III.JI |

Open daily

Tel: 01 &F7 4139 Fax: 078 303 827
E-mail: manee_saifthotmail.com

“Throwing around loans
randomly tovictimsisn't theway
to do things; there hasto be some
kind of organization, some dis-
tinction between loans to small
and big businesses.”

She continued, “We are us-
ing our own money torebuildthis
arearight now; we have worked
together to contact customers.
Even if we don’t know whether
they will come or not, it's better
than doing nothing...

“WEe regoing to re-openthe
business and | hope it will be
100% successful. At least | shall
have tried, and we're still better
off than people who have been
serioudly injured, lost members
of their family or their home.”

Even though K. Wareerat
knows she has been luckier than
many others, the tsunami has
clearly affected her deeply.

“1 accept it was a natural
disaster,” she said, “and since
December 26, | have shut down
my feelings.

“1 know that if | think about
what things were like before, or
the damage that has been caused,
then | would worry and be afraid,
and | would feel so bad | would
be unable to run the business
again.

“But | know that we have
to continue to operate, and that's
what we're going to do now.

“Since the tsunami, there
has been rumor after rumor that
there has been an aftershock and
there is going to be another tsu-
nami, but | don’t think one will
happen again in Phuket. At least
| hopeit won't.”

— Anongnat Sartpisut

SroNE MURALSE &
Srartues &£ MoRE

www.skiffasia.com
info@skiffasia.com
phone 06 954 1915
Come-Sailing Today!
Mew Performance Sailing Dinghics

o 4-day leam-ie-sall package
o Racing, instruction and
scenic fun-sailing around Cape,
Parwa and Cha Bay.

o Mew dubhousze facility has
showers, views, beverages,
sailing books and DVDs,

o Youth sailing program

Intre “have-a-go" day for
2,000 baht. Resident prices
from 1,800 baht per session
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GADGETS & GIZMOS by Gategaeo Phetsawang

Above: Hang onto your hat — the 50-inch Pioneer Plasma TV costs 199,900 baht. It comes with

a free Pioneer home-theater system. Right: Hang it on the wall - the 42-inch Samsung PDP TV
costs 159,000 baht and comes with a free home theater system worth 24,900 baht.

Flat-nunting for

rty-odd years ago, most

TVsstill showed images

in blurry black and

white. The TV sets

themselves were often gargan-

tuan in size, had a mono speaker

and either afour-button channel

selector or a dial to tune in to
another channel.

As color broadcasts came

in, TVs began to get smaller.

PHUKET COSMETIC
DENTAL CLINIC

Come and enjoy the

ditference of our unique
esthefic dental treatment

* Tooth whitening
by plasma arc
= Dantal Implants
« All-caramie crowns
= Ceramic vensers
(1 Hohgyak-L-Thit B, T T.'.-,Ipu

Now, however, astechnology has
developed, TVs have, in size
etrms, comefull circle, and then
some, with monster-sized plasma
display panels (PDP) or LCD
screens measuring 100" diago-
nally and 4” thick now available.

They areevenlight enough
to hang on a wall, much as one
would with a painting.

When switched off, TV
screens may appear black but
they are — generally — dark gray.
PDPs score high because they
have what the trade calls avery
high “dark-room” contrast,
which creates a near-perfect

L
- Y
N !
Oew |

Whore quoiend pools
Jfll ff'ﬂf fl J|I:ﬂ .|||-I .I'-r'rli{':"l!l:"'ﬂ

’1 fully equipped

(B

black. The blacker the screen, the
better an image — a movie par-
ticularly — looks.

PDPs aso have higher lux
(illumination) values than cath-
ode-ray tube (CRT) TVs, deliv-
ering animagethat |ooks sharper,
and colorsthat are more natural.

Figuresfor “contrast ratio”
(the difference between the
brightest and darkest parts of an
image) quoted by manufacturers
can, at 3,000:1, seem impressive
but no standard test existsto mea-
surethisand makerstend to pub-
lish whatever figure they want.

LCD TVs are no different

TV Iovers

—except in size—from the moni-
tors found on most laptop com-
puters. Despite the age of LCD
technology —it was successfully
introduced in 1971 — LCD
screens are more expensive than
equivalent-sized PDPs.

On the plus side, LCD
screens last longer. PDPs have a
guaranteed life of “only” 60,000
hours— or almost seven years of
watching TV round-the-clock.

Pricesfor both technologies
arestill high compared with con-
ventional TVs. However, as
many of the big players — Sony,
Philips and Samsung included —

laiing af 150 (00 ':ﬂu:ﬂe'

f o

refine production technology,
prices continue to drop.

PDP and LCD TVs with
USB ports and Wi-Fi or
Bluetooth compatibility, as well
asthe standard peripheralsto set
them up ashome-theater systems
—with an adequate audio setup —
are more of the benefits of the
big-screen, high-resolution units.

* Aword of warning: many
Phuket residents are familiar
with the electrical brownouts so
common on the island. Fluctua-
tions in power supply can ruin
electrical appliancesthat need a
constant and steady supply.
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FESTIVAL
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Where's the FUN place

to be for Songkran this year?

It's all happening at
Central Festival Phuket!

Don't miss loads of family fun activities
like the Thai Food & Sweets Festival,
Thai Products Fair, Miss/ter Songkran
Beauty Pageant, Thai Performances
daily, plus all the New Year splishing and
splashing you love!

S0 be there..

Central Festi\}al Phuket.
April 6-17 for

a Super Songkraniw

Central Festival Phuket

74-75 Moo 5 Between Vichitsongkram and Chalermprakiet Rd.,
Muang, Phuket 83000 Tel: 66(0) 76 281 111
www. centralfestivalphuket.com

A Cinotr Rl Cnmpamy R www contl ot
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AQUARIUS (January 21-Febru-
ary 19): Aquarians celebrating a
birthday this week should drop
heavy hints to ensure that loved
ones don’t present them with an
unwanted gift. If it'shard to con-
centrate on business, exercise
will clear the cobwebs; aduggish
friend will appreciate being
asked to join in. Libra wants to
get closer to you, but needs en-
couragement to make a move.

PISCES (February 20-March
20): Animportant decisionisnot
asconcreteasyou believe. Don't
take someone’s word as being a
definite agreement; get commit-
ment on paper first. There is a
promising start to the week for
Pisceans investigating new em-
ployment. Your talents are more
varied than you believe; make a
list of al your skillsand create a
more attractive CV. The number
8 holds promise on Wednesday.

ARIES (March 21-April 20):
Administrative tasks are best
cleared up at the beginning of the
week asyou arelikely tobe asked
for documents on Thursday.
Arians who want to stay ahead
of the game should devote time
to finessing business plans. It
may not seem asif there’s much
scope for new ventures on the
island at present, but one of your
innovative ideas holds promise.
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Your starsin
the week ahead

TAURUS (April 21-May 21):
Taureans who are tiring of their
immediate surroundings will
benefit from a break. A distant
friend would love to welcome
you for avisit and you will gain
fresh perspective on your situa-
tion by getting away from it all.
Luck in love is in the air mid-
week, but don't reveal your se-
crets too quickly. On Tuesday,
Scorpio comes up with an offer
that's hard to refuse. The num-
ber 3 holds promise on Sunday.

GEMINI (May 22-June 21):
Geminis who have been holding
their bresth regarding an overdue
business agreement can sighwith
relief this week. Finances are
looking promising, although you
will need to meet someone half-
way. As to love, your partner
needs to feel more appreciated;
some simple romantic gestures
will set sparksflying again. Wed-
nesday is an auspicious day for
making extravagant purchases.
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CANCER (June 22-July 23):
Cancerians whose imaginations
have been hard to kick into gear
lately will benefit from motivat-
ing conditions this week. If you
are desperate to find a new di-
rection in your working life, the
signs should be hard to miss.
Avoid family conflictsthisweek-
end by refusing to be pushed into
any corners. Single Cancerians
wanting a change in status will
benefit from rethinking their at-
titude to relationships. The color
mango yellow cheers you up.

LEO (July 24-August 22): While
work is probably the last thing
you want to be getting on with,
there should befew valid excuses
for avoiding it this week. Lazy
Leosarein danger of missing the
boat if they put business matters
on hold for much longer. If
you're worried about juggling
work and family commitments,
remember that where there's a
will, there’saway. Thecolor jade
will encourage helpful insight.

VIRGO (August 23-September
23): You are likely to start the
weekend feeling out of sorts.
Sufficient rest will help this con-
dition to pass by Monday.
Changes regarding finances are
brewing; don’'t get depressed if
there’s more money going out
than coming in until mid-month.
The balance will ater dramati-
cally after that, leaving you free
to pursue a dream. A romantic
entanglement on Tuesday gives
cause for optimism.

LIBRA (September 24-October
23): Your lust for life is reacti-
vated thisweek and most Librans
will be seeking new social
scenes. It may takeawhileto rec-
ognize the signs but someone is
flirting with you and would ap-
preciate some encouragement. If
you're definitely not interested
ask athird personto explain tact-
fully on your behalf. Take care
with your diet |ater next week as
your stomach islikely to be sen-
sitive.

SCORPIO (October 24-Novem-
ber 22): Patience is the only so-
lution to your pressing problem.
Those Scorpios who are feeling
inclined to light a firecracker
under a lazy someone are
strongly advised not to. Intimate
relationships are strongly high-
lighted on Sunday, making this
isthe perfect day to share secrets
and confess deep feelings. Wear-
ing the color aguamarine will
help stabilize your thoughts.

SAGITTARIUS (November 23-
December 21): Unattached Sagit-
tarians need to be on their guard
if they want to stay that way.
Someone has set their sights on
you and is not about to give up
easily. Thiswill not be a case of
having your banana cake and eat-
ing it too, so if you're not ready
to giveup your single statusmake
distance immediately. The num-
ber 5 comes alive on Tuesday.

CAPRICORN (December 22-
January 20): Work is still caus-
ing you to chase your tail in
circles. Capricorns should try
standing still and see what hap-
pens. A new romance continues
to float your boat and there are
signs that this relationship will
blossom. Financial restrictions
are eased toward the end of next
week, but you must endeavor to
pay off any existing debts. The
number 4 is lucky on Sunday.

QGEEN AIRBOOKING CENTER CO., LTD.

Your Travel Apent In Thalland (Since 1981)
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a4 value budget.

Adr ticket Phuket - Singapore —= Phuket
2-nights accommodation in Le Merdien Uﬂ:hlrﬂ

or Royal Plaza

Adrport transter, round top

Half-day city tour
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Value added with one meal at the GGreat Treat Fast Food Centre a2t Le Mendien Hotel

Faeludes 1 wx Hinsunviace Hioel char e el 1,755 |||H

el Of hyac .I.-I;l.' FMILIEL I|| LS |J| d Ahrd

WOFHLOCRL R & EROMEBESTE ALRLIMNES
E PACE AL E

e AP EL AL TDALEY TCOILFK

IO YOUR HOTEI

TIC b E TS

¢
WITH FRELE FICK LIF

A& RETUR

. ; M Hemark: -2 £, ALE, RATES (% THIL AT ITARBS 1303 NPT TN
House & Garden Limited Partnership gy ; I TAK (I A o LANGIL R

HCETTHIOLT PRIGIE MO
B Thejplrasamies il Bauh Hors, Muorieg, Pk e BSiHI
Tl Fasy {66 T6) TIHEH BBolifle B B3 BT, 0] BOL B0G]
Friail: Forarfy daras roni e e siom




February 5 - 11, 2005 PHUKET GAZETTE 15

_:anfd?ar saIas receipts purchased u
card account within a smg!e day.)

Spend 4,000.- up (one sales receipt only) with
your VISA Card and get a FREE VISA Bag
worth 150.-

c E “ ‘ R A L *Participating brands and vendors only. Please check
condifions at the sales counter.
FESTIVAL

jﬁ wnib 2l

1
Phuket's Best Shopping Center ‘ B ’ s 3
|

8 The Jomchion of Vichiohaltrom B P Central
& Chalermprokel Rood
Tol. &6 (074) 291 111
wewews caniraifestivadphuket com

A Cantrra’ Ravel Compony wovwww.central cosh
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The Gazette Guide 2005 is now on sale at:
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At the entrance to Laguna Phuket. Tel: 076-325436

A-One Market Place (opposite Police Station) ........ 35 Moo 9, Chaofa Rd, Chalong. Tel: 076-381526

Bay Mini Mart ...

Bookstore at Robinsons

Deli Supermarket ........
Dok Ya Bookstore ....

Don's Cafde & Mart

Dorn's Place ..

Flintstone Bakery — Dulwich International College

Cift Shop — Kata Beach Resort ..

LL.C. Language School
Julapan Bookstore

K. Supermarket ......ccueieeee

K.L. Mart

kKanda Bakery

Kata Pharmacy

Koh Kaew Supermarket

M & G Star Mart (Caltex station)

Ma Nop Bookstore
Nai Indra Bookstore

Nai Indra in Black Canvon

Phuket International Hospital

R.DI), Shop

Rung Napa Supermarket

PNS, Supermant ...
Se-Ed Book Center

Se-Ed Book Center ..

Seng Ho Bookstore ........

Siam Daily

Sin & Lee

Sunrise Coffee House ........

Taurus Travel ...

The Bakery & Fresh Juice Bar

The Books - Phuket Town

The Cirele Cafie

Top Ten Supermarket ...

LUsed Books

Whispering Cock ...
Yacht Haven / Haven Restaurant

Yacht Haven Marina's Office

. 9413 Moo 3, Kamala Beach. Tel: 076-271062

Phuket Town. No direct telephone.

17/30 Rat-U-Thit Rd, Patong Beach. Tel: 076-342275
43/1 Phang Nga Rd, Phuket Town. Tel: 076-258040

53/5 Soi Saiyuan, Moo 7, Rawal. Tel: 076-288229

67/3 Wichitsongkram Rd, Muang. Tel: 076-222210

59 Moo 2, Thepkrasatiri Rd, Koh Kaew. Tel: 01-8922392

. 5/2 Patak Rd, Muang. Tel: 076-330530
Gift Shop — Novotel Phuket Resort ...

Kalim Beach Rd, Patong. Tel: 076-342777
Patak Rd, Chalong Circle. Tel: 076-280433

. 166 Chaofa Rd, Chalong Circle. (About 100m

hefore the circle, on right). Tel: 076-282154

e 245 Koktanod Rd, Karon, Tel: (9-729589%]

107/4 Moo 4, Patak Rd, Rawai (at the Circle)
Tel: 0T6-280400/3
Rasada Bd, Phuket Town. Tel: 076-223410

. 50 Taina Rd, Kata Center, Tel: 076-330898

22/1 Moo 2, Thepkrasatiri Rd (in Boat

Lagoon). Tel: 076-238950

S1/135 Moo 6, Vichisongkram Rd, Kathu (at big

intersection on way from Phuket Town to Patong). Tel: 076-254199
146 Rat-Utit Song Roi Pee Rd, Patong. Tel: 076-295480

- J-306 Phuket Rd, Phuket Town. Tel: 076-256220

Coliseum Theatre Building, Phuket Town. Tel: 076-256336
Opposite information counter. Tel: 076-249400

e 376/14 Moo 1, T. Cherngtalay, Thalang. Tel: 076-270074

T5/23-15 Patak Rd (Chalong Circle). Tel: 076-2809589
S52/8 Moo 6, Rawai. Tel: 076-288044

Big C Supercenter. Tel: 076-249422/3

Tesco Lotus. Tel: 076-255118

e 2114-16 Montri Rd, Phuket Town. Tel: 076-2113%6

JW Marriott Phuket Resort and Spa, Mai Khao. Tel: 076-3380MM, ext 3403-5

.- 49 Thalang Rd, Phuket Town. Tel: 076-211230
e 43/ 44-45 Moo 5, Wiset Rd, Rawai, Muang. Tel: 076-280962

61/3 Aroonsom Plaza, Rat-u-thit Rd, Patong. Tel: 076-344521/2

. Phuket Boat Lagoon. Tel: 076-238941

53-55 Phuket Road. Tel: 176-224362

. 8 Rassada Rd, Muang, Tel: 076-355133

68 Ranong Rd, Phuket Town. Tel: 076-212041

.. T Chaofa East Rd, Chalong. Tel: 01-9568659
.« Tinlay Village (at entrance to Laguna Phuket), Tel: (9-8721398
- Mai Khao. Tel: 076-206652 / 076-206651

Phuket Island Marina Co Lid. 141/2 Moo 2, Mai Khao, Thalang, Tel: 076-206652

For a list of vendors outside Phuket, see www.phuketgazette.net/guide/vendors20035
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THE FuN PaGe
FOR AL

THE FAMILY

Can you find the seven
differences between the
two cartoons below? And
can you find them faster
than the rest of the family?

Brain Buster!!

Train A and train B are crossing the country,
from coast to coast, over 3,000 milesof railroad
track. Train A is going from east to west at 80
miles per hour, and Train B is going from west to
east at 90 miles per hour. Which train will be
closer to the west coast when they meet?

"1Se0d 1SeM 8] WO} aouelsip
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SOLUTION TO
LAST WEEK’S
CROSSWORD

Get your brain
in gear with
The Monster Quiz

1. WhoisthePresidentof 9. Which Portuguese soccer and lemon originated
Ukraine? player was born February from which language?
5, 1985? :
2. Where— until November 16.  Buffy the Vampire Sayer
15, 1996 —wasthe Stone  10. What isthe term for a star Sarah Michelle
of Scone? zoologist who studies the Gellar was born when
o behavior of animalsin and where?
3.  Whereisit now? their natural habitats? 17. Whereistheworld's
4.  What do the words 11. Formulal driver Juan lc?:glf’t) ancient stone
window, sky and anger Pablo Montoya will race i
have in common? for whichteamin 2005?  18. Which isthe highest
mountain known in the
5. Who was the shortest- 12. Thefirst Formulal race solar system and how
serving British MP? of the 2005 season will be highisit?
held where and when? )
6. How |Ong did he serve? 19. Whatis the correct term
13. Inwhich city can onefind for apolitical system
7. Intermsof time, what is the Holmenkollen ski governed by rich people?
uTC? jump, Vigeland Park and _
The Storting? 20. From where did the _
8. TheRoya Greenwich Lewis and Clark expedi-
Observatory did what for  14. What is The Storting? tion set out?
the first time on Febru-
ary 5, 1924? 15. Thewords arsenal, cipher Answers next week
Never a .
Cross Word! ’
Across
2. Financia examination.
6. Makeasweater.
7. ltwasn't builtinaday.
8. Clumsy fool!
9. Old name for Thailand.

10. Tex-Mex 14 ac.

12. Reigion centered around

Mecca
14. Bite between meals.

17. Takethe paper off agift.

19. Doctor’sword for zits.
20. Hostelry.

21. He talks about himself

endlesdly.
22. Singer lke's ex-partner.
23. Birds homes.

ANSWERS TO LAST
WEEK’S MONSTER

Quiz

1.Aleksandr Pushkin; 2. Reese
Witherspoon; 3. Vanity Fair;
4. Georgia; 5. The Black Sez;
6. China; 7. 555; 8. Tamil
(originaly kattumaram); 9. An
opponent of technological
development; 10. Lotus; 11.
Weapons of Mass Destruction;
12. Argon, helium, krypton,
neon, radon and xenon; 13.
Macbeth; 14. 37.4 meters; 15.
Skateboarding; 16. Shipping
areas around the UK; 17.
Auguste Comte; 18. The
Anglo-Zanzibar War of 1896;
19. 45 minutes. Britain won;
20. The peregrine falcon, at
350kmh.

Down 12. Note from adebtor.
13. Aviators.
1. Veydow animals. 15. Having to do with dogs.
2. Molecule component. 16. CIA or MI6 employees,
3. Cartoon duck. perhaps.
4. Hector or Priam, for ex- 18. Gasfor lighting.
ample. 19. They form colonies and
5. Leaveitout. hills.
11. Request. Solution next week
W lounwindsmoving.com

o

INTERMNATIONAL GRCWLF

INTERNATIONAL AND DOMESTIC MOVERS

For all your moving requirements

oy s Freom Phoboet

UR WINDS  Call Liz Mulqueen

Tel: 01-820 1557

e-muil: Lmunlgqueen @ fourwindsmoving.com
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t's amazing how the selfish
actionsof afew canruinthe
enjoyment of the many, but
that's exactly what hap-
pened on the evening of January
22, when a Soi Bangla DJ man-
aged to spoil what should have
been the most important musical
event in the history of Patong.

Upon learning that the
Bangkok Symphony Orchestra
(BSO) was scheduled to play a
free concert on January 22, Stool
Pigeon realized that this event —
the finest classical musicians in
Thailand playing for free on Soi
Bangla — was something not to
be missed. It sounded too good
to be true.

“Surely, it will just be an
ensemble?’ | thought, looking at
the size of the makeshift stage set
up between Rock Hard A-Go-Go
and Margarita Bar at the top of
Soi Bangla.

But asthe moment arrived,
some 50 of the best musiciansin
the land filed onto the stage car-
rying horns, cellos, flutes — the
whole shebang — and somehow
crammed themselves into their

Pigeon takes on a tiger
(but doesn’t really win)

sections. It appeared to be the
entire BSO there, seated on yel-
low plastic chairs and looking
much like passengers on a Bor-
KorSor bus.

Behind them was a large
sign bearing the legend “Revive
Patong and Phuket” and a pic-
ture of a bottle of Singha Beer,
which was sponsoring the event.

Confused bar girls late for
work and overweight tourists
wearing “| survived the tsunami”
T-shirts were among the thou-
sands of people crowding at the
head of the soi, all in eager an-
ticipation of what, for many, must
have been their first-ever chance
to enjoy alive performance by a
world-class symphony orchestra.

But as the conductor took
up the baton and the music be-

ganto play —opening with apiece
written by HM King Bhumibol —
Stool Pigeon realized something
was wrong — very wrong.

The normal booming ca-
cophony of Soi Bangla was
drowning out the sound of the
orchestra—the audience couldn’t
hear the music.

“They cast their pearls be-
fore swine!” | muttered to my-
self, shaking my head in disbe-
lief.

Rather than sit there and
fume, | decided to see if there
were any police officers nearby
who might do something about it.
But for al thetalk of tourist safety
these days, not one could be
found.

So, emboldened by several
bottles of the sponsor’s product,

Sloo
| D

1 Pigeon

| gave up my seat and forced my
way to each of the offending ven-
ues, explained to their respective
managers what was happening.
Surprisingly, one-by-one,
they started turning down their
stereos or turning them off com-
pletely: first TheLiving Room pool
hall, then Rio and then Margarita
Bar, where the manager quickly
pulled the house band off the
stage, just asthey werefinishing

Who let that wacko 1n here?

aving been afreelance
journalist for more
yearsthan | careto re-
member, | was re-
minded recently why it is| have
remained a freelancer for most
of my working years rather than
becoming an editorial wagedave.

The primary reason, obvi-
ously, isno onein full control of
hisfacultieswould employ me.

The secondary reasonisthat
as soon as you start writing on a
regular basisfor aparticular pub-
lication, you begin receiving cor-
respondence from persons who
you suspect have atenuous grip
on reality and are, to put it sim-
ply, a few sentences short of a
paragraph.

I know this will come as a
compl ete surpriseto many people
who live in Thailand to think a
place such as Pattaya could be
home to persons whose grip on
reality is less than firm, but it's
true.

Infairness, these peopleare

not confined to Pattaya. During
the course of his or her career,
practically every journalist inthe
world receives missives from
these wackos.

It usually starts with a
phrase like, “1 know you won't
have the balls to print this truth
what | am going to write about,
you gutlessturd.”

Thisderivative opening sen-
tence, designed towinfriendsand
influence people, makesyou read
on because you already know
that, &) you sure as hell won't
publish what the idiot has to say
and b) you feel in the need for a
good laugh.

Theletter may go on:

“Why don’t you press un-
derstand the TRUTH whats hap-
pen in Pattaya NOW!!!! Every-
one nose the peoplethat go down
Soi 125 in them bars like the
Pissed As A Parrot have GENI-
TAL HERPES. They rip you off
in that bar. you go talk to the
fx#king Yank owner, everyone

nose that fx#ker
hasbeen sdlling that
stuff for years.”
There are
other letters and
emails that run
aong similar lines,
except these are

most of themreally
secretly hate you.
They all have Thai
boyfriendsand hus-
bandsand children
and they never stop
wanting more. One
lived with me for

written by people FROM THE sxmonthsandshe
who appear, to al ripped me off for a
intentip (!\Ond purpos- ST R ET S mlijlllji on baht. | went
es, close to being T () (e police but
sane. PATTAYA they don’t care.
The distin- They just laughed
guishing feature of By Duncan Stearn at me.”
these missives is The second

they run to 200 pages of closely-
written or typed verbiage total-
ing 87,000 words.

They fall into a couple of
categories. First, the failed rela-
tionship with — I know this will
shock the pants off you — a
bargirl. It begins:

“How isitthat all thesemen
who come to Pattaya can be so
stupid?All thesegirlswant isyour
money. They don’t love you,

(MY Mang
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category sends | etters about how
the Earth is doomed because the
World Government haslaunched
some form of mind control.

“I know the M ongolian gov-
ernment signed a secret treaty
with Upper Volta and Laos to
shareinformation technology and
hide billions of dollars in Swiss
bank accounts and it's now in
contact with aliens who have
been hiding in the mountains of
Burmasince Columbuslandedin
New York and the Zionist con-
spiracy that had Lenin drive a
train from Berlin to London in
secret in 1917 before he over-
threw the Russiansand killed the
Czar with hisbare handsin Sibe-
ria and then Hitler had the Ge-
stapo full of Jews but pretended
to havethemall gassed in Ausch-
witz but really they were brain-
washed and turned into Thai poli-
ticians by the CIA.”

When Kaiser Wilhelm I
remarked, “The noodles have
had alucid interval,” he was re-
ferringto Britain and Japan form-
ing an alliance back in 1902.

But that phrase could apply
equally to a number of people
here, although it would have to
bemodifiedto, “Thenoodleshave
occasional lucid intervals.”

And | just know that the
Gazette won't have the BALLS
toprintthis.

off akick-assrendition of Proud
Mary — no more than 50 meters
from where the BSO string sec-
tionwasplaying.

| returned to my seat feel-
ing quite satisfied, even though |
had missed the first four pieces.
It was now possible to hear the
BSO, but there were still deep,
booming thuds coming from Ti-
ger Entertainment Complex.

Those of us far back in the
crowd wereforcedtolistento an
intricate flute solowith violin ac-
compani ment —together with the
bass line of Boom Boom Boom,
Let's Go Back To My Room!
pounding away inthebackground.

Tiger proved avery difficult
nut to crack. | asked one bar at
the end that seemed to be play-
ing particularly loud musictoturn
itdown. Atfirst hesaid, “But this
is Patong culture.”

When | pointed out that most
of Patong wastrying to enjoy the
concert and his bar was empty,
he did eventually compromise
and turned it way down. But it
made little difference because
around 50 barsin the complex all
play the same music fed to them
from a DJ, whose whereabouts
it was my job to discover.

Going to each bar individu-
ally would have been like trying
to repel a Borg invasion simply
by taking out a few mindless
drones; it couldn’t be done. You
have to find the queen.

So up | went to the 2"-floor
disco where the music was
pounding at full volumewith doors
open wide — despite an absence
of customers. The doorman there
told me the DJworked from un-
der the stairs along an alleyway.
| found him eventually and tried
toexplain.

| think he turned it down
dlightly, but must have turned it
back up again out of spite as |
left — because when | got back
to my seat the steady dull thump-
ing from Tiger continued.

Although | ended up miss-
ing most of the concert, the parts
that | did catch were the BSO's
first-ever public performance of
the theme from Phantom of the
Opera, along with Maoonlight
Sonata, Chua Fa Din Salay
and avocd rendition of therather
corny song You Raise Me Up,
sung by Suran Kumanthod.

I would have preferred
more classical numbers than the
many “crowd pleasers” they
played, which alsoincluded apop
song — Dek Doi Jai Dee — writ-
tenby a10-year-old Thai girl. The
song was something about the
joys of eating carrots, but just
about anything played by such
fine musi cians sounds good.

After such an experience,
it’ sdifficult to know when, if ever,
the BSO will return to Patong.
Perhaps never, as Patong is
clearly still abastion of cretinism,
not fineart. Maybewe'll haveto
wait for another tsunami to hit.

They say the prime goal of
the concert was to show that
Patong is getting back to normal.
If the actions of some DJs are
any indication, it already is.

Comments or criticisms? Send
an email to: stoolpigeon@
phuketgazette.net
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Misty mountain magic

ocated 160 kilometers

north of Chiang Mai

and just 5km from the

Thailand-Myanmar bor-
der, Doi Angkhang was the site
for HM King Bhumibol Adul-
yadg's first Royal Agricultura
Research Station.

The project was established
in 1969 with the goal of encour-
aging hilltribesto abandon slash-
and-burn farming techniques —
including the cultivation of pop-
pies for opium — and instead to
grow other crops.

The Angkhang project has
been one of the most successful
of the program. Situated some
1,400m above sealevel, the vil-
lageisanideal placefor the cul-
tivation of temperate fruits, such
asstrawberries, kiwi fruit, pears,
peaches and persimmons, as
well as flowers including roses
and azaleas, and a variety of
herbs.

PHUKET GAZETTE

Above: The village of Doi Angkhang sits high up in the mountains,
where the warmth of the people is enough to get you through the
chilly nights.

Left: Schoolchildren play in the street at the Lahu — sometimes known
as Muser - village of Khob Dong.

Wearrived in the | ate after-
noon as the sun was setting over
the mountains. The mercury
seemed to drop quickly, just aswe
werewarned it would. We put on
our sweaters and jackets and
strolled through thevillage.

Life here is basic for the
friendly, cheerful villagers, most
of whom work at the agricul-
tural station, but thereisasmall
market, which serves the many
visiting Thai familiesand school-
children.

Only afew intrepid West-
erners ever seem to make it this
far north and there were a few
of them dotted around thevillage.
They seemed
more intrepid
than us—or just
more acclima-

Thailand

den—withtheir masters—slowly
ascended the mountains toward
Myanmar.

After breakfast, with K.
Makoo asour guide, thefirst stop
wasNor Lae, one of two villages
partially sponsored by the Amari
Group.

Over the years, the com-
pany has collected sufficient do-
nationsfrom itsguestsworldwide
to build and equip aschool. Other
hotel chains please take note.

From there it was on to the
larger Lahu — sometimes known
as Muser — village, Khob Dong,
whichisalso sponsored.

Here we
met the village
shaman in his
shack. After a

tized, perhaps— few wordsto us
walking around w and an offer —
in just T-shirts . which we
and shorts. By Bill Owen gracefully de-

| felt for clined — of a
these hardy travelers as it was strange brew bubbling away
becoming decidedly cold by this above the fire, he bade us good-

time. We left them to the | ate af -
ternoon chill and headed back to
our room at the Amari Angkhang
Nature Resort.

Rather than dressing for din-
ner, it was more like dressing for
an apres-ski party. Out came
more socks and an extralayer of
T-shirtsaswell asthe ski jackets
for dinner before we sat down to
dine. Nighttime sub-zero tem-
peratures are not uncommon
from November through to Feb-
ruary.

However, it was wonderful
to sit in the lounge in front of a
wood fire, madeall themoreof a
treat by having an excellent bottle
of red wine to enjoy.

| wished that the restaurant
was as warm as the lounge, the
welcome and the general atmo-
sphere, but thefood and the com-
pany of theresort’sgeneral man-
ager, Makoo Techasapon, more
than made up for the chilliness.

We woke the next morning
to the pealing of bellsaround don-
keys' necks as the beasts of bur-

bye with awave and a toothless
grin.

Stories abound that he was
one of thevillagerswho met His
Majesty when the King was on
one of his walkabouts in the
north.

These villages remain to-
tally untouched and unspoiled by
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the ravages of tourism and the
encroachment of Western life-
styles.

We felt extremely privi-
leged to have met these hardy
villagersand experience—if only
for afew minutes —their culture
and to see how they make aliv-
ing from the rugged land.

Next stop wasthe viewpoint
close to Kiew Lom, where tour-
ists are not the only people car-
rying binoculars.

Severa dozen Thai troops
spy on several dozen Myanmar
troops on the other side of the
valley. The tourists seem to en-
joy peering at the assembled
troops although the area is also
rich in bird life. At certain times
of the year there are more than
1,000 species of bird inthe area,
plenty to keep the twitchers
happy. _

Bizarrely, and showing a
combination of entente cordiale
and enterprise, Myanmar troops
were once allowed to crossinto
Thailand to buy water and food.

That came to an abrupt
end a few years ago when a
“littlelocal difficulty” resultedin
shots being fired by both sides.
Perhaps they had simply spent
too much timein their barracks;
it showed what life on the edge
can belike.

siamint@loxinfo.co.th

wonderful mountain air. For us,
plorefor afew days, totrek, bike however, our time was over and
or simply relax and take in the we had to descend to redlity.

Thisisreally aplaceto ex-

Bill Owen, who has lived in Phuket and worked in the island’'s
travel industry for more than 17 years, is General Manager of
Oriental Leisure Co Ltd, a leading event management company in
Phuket. He can be contacted at: bill@oriental-events.com.
Website: www.oriental-events.com

How to get there:

Renting a car — or better still, a 4x4 — is the best option. North Wheels,
which operates out of Chiang Mai, is a well-established and reputable
company. Tel: 053-874478. Fax: 053-874378. Email: informations@
northwheels.com or check the website www.northwheels.com for more
information.

Budget travelers can take the bus from Chiang Mai to Fang. Ask
to be dropped off at the Doi Angkhang intersection and then hop on a
sorngtaew to the summit. Each leg of the journey will set you back
around 100 baht.

Where to stay:

The Amari Angkhang Nature Resort can hardly be faulted — apart from
the dining room temperature. Room rates are from 2,500 baht++ a
night with American breakfast. Visit: www.amari.com/angkhang/

Budget guesthouses start from 300 baht a night and camping is
also permitted, although | do not recommend camping between No-
vember to February, when the weather gets very cold.

The Amari Group organizes an annual 2-day, 1-night adventure
car rally from its hotel in Chiang Mai to Angkhang Nature Resort. This
year’s rally will be be held on April 30.

'
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THAI must fly to Phuket

A month after the tsunami smashed the promise of a record high
season, THAI Airways canceled all of its international flights to
Phuket, along with two daily domestic services from Bangkok.

The cancelation of these flights not only represents a signifi-
cant financial loss to the island’s devastated tourism economy, but
also deliversapsychological blow that includesfeelings of isolation
and abandonment.

Certainly, THAI has to compete in a very tough international
industry and is subject to intense competition. And THAI’s contri-
bution in evacuating survivorsfree of charge, repatriating the bodies
of victims, and other effortsin supplying free transport for rescuers
in the immediate aftermath were generous and valuable.

However, THAI is the national carrier and a state enterprise,
so its majority shareholders are the Thai people themselves — and
tourism is one of the cornerstones on which the Thai economy is
built.

Therefore, THAI must keep its commitment to providing easy
access to Phuket for potential visitors from places such as Japan,
Hong Kong, Taiwan and Australia—evenif demand from such places
is low at the moment. Without such a commitment, other efforts to
revivethe tourism industry arefar lesslikely to amount to anything.

When Deputy Prime Minister Suwat Liptapanlop presented his
plans for revival of the tourism industry, only one idea touched on
the most important factor of all —the ability of tourists to get here.

Thiswas his suggestion that landing fees at Phuket Airport be
reduced to encourage carriers to continue coming.

Other ideas, such as pushing to have the Miss Universe pag-
eant hosted here, fall into the realm of mere hype.

Still others border on impropriety when presented in the con-
text of tourism promotion. Most notable among these is the idea of
attracting tourists by staging an annual memorial service for survi-
vors and relatives of the dead.

Also of questionable taste and dubious practicality is the plan
to showcase Sea Gypsy communities in promoting the region’s cul-
ture— especially when one considers that the rebuilding of two such
communities in Phuket has been |eft largely to NGOs.

The inappropriateness of thisis further highlighted by the fact
that many Sea Gypsies have still not been granted Thai citizenship,
despite the fact that they are believed by many to betheisland’sfirst
inhabitants.

But al of these ideas, practical or impractical, in good taste or
bad, will make little difference if would-be tourists try to book a
flight to Phuket and find they are unable to do so. - The Editor
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Let}ers

The Gazetteis pleased to receive mail from read-
ers. Please write to us at 367/2 Yaowarat Rd,
Amphur Muang, Phuket 83000, fax to 076-213971
or send an email to editor@phuketgazette.net with

‘Where'sthe beef’
in spam editorial?

Your editoria [Gazette, January
22] must have been written by
someonewho hasbeenin another
province, or perhaps on another
planet, since the tsunami struck.

The Gazette may not have
noticed, but Phuket now facesthe
toughest economic crisis in its
modern history.

Hotel occupancy levelsare
catastrophically low and perhaps
80,000 people or more face a
long, hard low season, out of
work. Many businesses will
close.

So what is the Gazette's
important issue of the week?

Spam. Most people haven't
acluewhat that word means, nor
do they care.

By al means, look at your
screen and monitor your emails,
if that’s important to you.

But please remember that
on most of theisland, in the real
world, people are concerned not
about where their next email is
coming from, but the source of

their next meal.
Gareth Lareu

Patong

THAI flying Phuket
into the ground

| read today that THAI Airways
will be cutting international
flights to and from Phuket. We
had booked — before the tsunami
—to come to Phuket for our hon-
eymaoon in March, but decided
not to cancel our plansin part to
support thelocal economy andits
recovery.

We are booked to fly in on
March 9 from Hong Kong (con-
necting from Toronto) but the

are supplied.

Phuket Gazette has reported that
thisroute has been canceled with
effect from February 1 (Online
Gazette, Jan 25).

Why would the govern-
ment-owned airline decide to
worsen the situation by making
it more difficult for international
travelers to visit Phuket? | will
be posing thisquestion to the air-
line and the Thai government.

Clearly, this is the worst
possible course of action at this

time.
William Girard
Canada

Flightsfolly

| cannot believe the decision
taken by THAI to suspend direct
international flights to Phuket.

Onewonderswhat message
thissendsto DragonAir, Silk Air
and others, that the Thai national
carrier puts its own short-term
profits before the long-term re-
guirements of the tourism indus-
try in Phuket.

As the Chinese New Year
is amost upon us, when we can
expect much interest from Hong
Kong and so on, surely the cen-
tral government can assist here?

Grenville Wilson
Phuket

Thanksfrom Oz

Thanks to all at the Gazette for
keeping us frequent visitors to
Phuket up to date with the news.

My regular hotel for 20-odd
years, the Casuarina on Thav-
eewong Rd, was flattened but |
hope to be back to the island
shortly.

Best wishes to you and all

in Phuket.
Peter

Australia

your views for publication in our next issue.
We reserve the right to edit all letters. Pseudonyms
are acceptable only if your full name and address

Watch the horizon —
and thosein power

The Gazette editorial of January
15 hit the nail on the head. Yes,
the long-term effects of the tsu-
nami must be addressed, and ad-
dressed now particularly for
those who were poor before it
happened.

However, since thetsunami
struck, many people are begin-
ning to show their real colors; the
“sharks” are showing their teeth.

The" positivechanges’ —as
the government and OrBor Tor
(Tambon Administration Organi-
zations) would liketo classthem
— are on the horizon.

First there was the rapid
changeinexisting rules. The*“no-
build zone” from the high-tide
level inland was extended from
50 metersto 150m.

On January 18, Phuket
Governor Udomsak Usawarang-
kuravisited Kamalato present a
plan that all existing buildings —
not just new ones — up to 50m
inland be demolished. Just a
thought: as the land is govern-
ment land, could any of these
properties (including large ho-
tels) have held land titles?

The plan for Patong Beach
includes tsunami watchtowers
with platforms onto which people
could flee if a tsunami ap-
proaches. What other “warning
systems’ will follow? Smokesig-
nals from the hilltops?

Itistimefor usto open our
eyes more to what the decision-
makersaredoing. Theresult, oth-
erwise, could be the same as be-
fore: fat cats getting fatter while
the majority scrape by on 4,000
baht a month.

Name and address supplied

Phuket

L etters conveying views and suggestions are published here. Those seeking comment from government
officials and/or business ownersare published in Issues & Answers on the facing page.
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Time for compromise on the beach
FIRST PERSON

People who made their living from renting umbrellas and
beach chairs on Patong Beach say Prime Minister
Thaksin Shinawatra’s plans to beautify the beach after
the tsunami — which includes drastically reducing the
number of sun loungers — will only add to the distress
caused to them by the tsunami.

Yupin Taweesith, 50, is a native of Nong Khai, but
she has been renting beach chairson Patong Beach for
22 years. Before the tsunami, she had 80 beds on the
beach and her business was worth about 2 million baht;
now her business is gone. K. Yupin is also Vice-Presi-
dent of the Phuket Northeastern Club and Chief of the
Women’s Thai Massage Group of Patong.

fter the tsunami, the
Prime Minister of-
fered lots of things to
victims, but while
some of these initiatives are
good, some of them aren’t so
good. Reorganizing the beach
isn’t good, not for me at any rate.
And | think that if PM Thaksin
triesto continue with the plan, the
beach workers will make afuss.
| heard that the government
would give victims grants of
1,000 or 2,000 baht, but the ap-
plication processisvery compli-
cated, soitisdifficult to get these
payments.
| redlize that, without sun
loungers, Patong Beach will be
beautiful, but we will also have
fewer tourists, and thiswill have
an effect on thewhol e of Phuket.
After the Prime Minister
announced therestrictionson sun
beds on Patong Beach, morethan
200 traders attended a big meet-
ing at Patong sportsground, with
the District Chief of Kathu.
After the meeting, we
agreed on acompromisewith the
Chief, which was to have 2,500
sunloungerson Patong Beach, in
two rows. For me, that meant |
could have 40 loungers on the
beach.
All we wanted was clarifi-
cation. Despitewhat some people
have said about us, we are not a

mafia, and we don’'t want to
block government policy, but it
is understandable that the trad-
ersgot upset when it looked like
the Prime Minister was going to
stop them making aliving on the
beach.

I think they thought the
policy would cost them their
jabs, and, in fact, some of them
felt that it would have been bet-
ter if they had been carried away
by the tsunami.

We might have agreed a
compromise over part of the
beach, but there are still difficul-

ties over the Prime Minister’s
zoning plan. In the past, we had
7,000 sun loungers, infiverows.
They started at the end of the
beach near the pine trees. But
under the Prime Minister’s zon-
ing plan, aone-kilometer stretch
down from Kalim Beach would
be empty.

But if there are no sun
loungers, the people who make
them would be out of a job, as
well asthe peoplewho rent them
out, and this is a place where
there aren’t any other work-
places. So what can we do?

It's not just about us being
able to make aliving, it's about
other people being able to make
aliving, too.

We agree with the Prime
Minister that the beach should be
organized, but we don’t agree
that that part of the beach should
be empty, and we think the trad-
ers should be alowed to make a
living as they did before.

Our sun loungers were
made from wood, but the govern-
ment has said we shouldn’t use
wood anymore, because, if some-
thing like [the tsunami] should

happen again, it would be dan-
gerous for the people in the wa-
ter, because they might get hit by
the wood.

So all the traders have of-
fered to use plastic sun loungers
— even though they’re more ex-
pensive than the wooden ones —
because plastic is lighter and
floats, so if there should be an-
other tsunami, people can hold
onto them.

A new umbrellacosts about
600 baht. Two sun loungers used
to cost 2,000 baht, but the plas-
tic ones cost 2,800 baht each,
whileasmall tableto go between,
which, inwood, used to cost 150
baht, costs 200 baht in plastic.

Just as before the tsunami,
I’ll haveto pay 3,000 baht ayear
to Patong Municipality in fees,
and about 3,000 baht in taxes

| don’t want to put up the
price | charge, but | will be al-
lowed to rent out fewer chairs,
plus I will have the additional
capital cost of buying new ones.

The government says it
sympathizeswith us, but thetruth
isthat peoplelike me haven't had
any help yet; | haven't seen any-
thing from the government. It
may have arranged somehelp for
us but if so it hasn't arrived yet.
If the government redlly is con-
cerned about us, we must get
something soon.

Government’s bond
to help broken?

With so much money pouring
into the tsunami-hit areas, has
anyone seen help going to the
“normal” people?

| hope certain people in
power don’t use this catastrophe
to benefit themselves, by starv-
ing the small businesses into fi-
nancia ruin and then buying up
their property at a small price.

Are certain people in posi-
tions of power really looking out
for the common people—or their
own financial interests?

Thai peopleinthe southern
provinces need to go back to
work. They need to take care of
their familiesbut thiswill be dif-
ficult to achieve without income.

The government says it
wants to revamp the beach areas
but people’s livelihoods are at
stake here. When does over-con-
trol become out-of-control ?

Roger Moore
USA
Re-inventing the
longtail boat

In the aftermath of the tsunami,
and given the subsequent need to
replace the lost boats, | wonder
if it istime to look seriously at
the use of traditional longtails,
especially for tourism.

With no ballast and little
freeboard, the boats are inher-
ently unstableinal but thecalm-
est seas and they do not have
enough natural buoyancy for
themselves, let alone their pas-
sengers. Few carry lifejackets

and the longtail engine isfantas-
tically noisy.

Inlight of this, | am work-
ing on a project here in Phuket
to develop an authentic-looking
fiberglass copy of alongtail, with
built-inbuoyancy tanks, awell in
the stern of the boat to accom-
modate a four-stroke outboard
engine and provision to sail it
with a ssimple junk rig if neces-
sary.

The result would be a boat
that is cheaper to produceand run
— especially when under sail —
more ecol ogically sound, quieter
and safer, and which could open
up new avenues in the tourist
market.

| am sure there will be
howls of protest —along with the
largely positive interest already
shown in the idea—and | would
welcome further criticism and
feedback, positive or otherwise.

| would especially appreci-
ate information on funding and
finding a suitable boatyard. |
have aproposal document which
| would be happy to email to any-
oneinterested. My email address
is empiricist@hotmail.com

Dermot Doyle
Phuket

High timeto silence
the engines

| read in the Gazette about the
authoritiesin Patong and the gov-
ernment in Bangkok questioning
whether jet-ski, parasail and ve-
hicle operators will be allowed
to blithely ply their trade on the
beachfront in Patong.

| think it's a great idea to
ban jet-skis and speedboats and

the car and bikerentals. Thefirst
are dangerous and occupy an
ever-increasing area around the
seashore, which would normally
be used for people to swim. No
one wants to swim in oil slicks,
or to dodge dangerous motors.

Asfor the car rental opera-
tors, how can they have theright
to block hundreds of meters of
beachfront parking space? Are
they paying the same priceasthe
shops on the other side of the
road? | think not.

| hope all that is being
promised now will come true,
althoughinrecent days, somejet-
skis have come back. This news
will reach other countries, and
tourists will see apromiseis not
being kept, again, and this will
not be good for the image of
Patong.

I hope the terrible disaster
may help nit noi to put wrong
thingsright, and therewill not be
only empty promises.

BRD
Munich

Hookersare
destroying Patong

Why don’t you stop the
prostitution in Patong? It should
be illegal and the police should
close al the bars that have girls
who help customers “enjoy”
themselves.

A modern society should
not allow girlsto sell sex services
to customers.

Patong is a very nice place
but prostitution is destroying it.

John Dee
Sweden

Change not always

for the best

What a shame the Tha govern-
ment plansto change how things
will look in Phuket, namely at
Patong Beach.

We have been going to
Phuket for nine years now; we
came home from our last trip just
two weeks before the tsunami.

Weloved going [to Patong]
and enjoyed the way it was, that
was what made it a holiday. We
can go into Perth or the suburbs
to see shops set out in aneat and
orderly fashion.

Itisniceto browsethrough
all the market shops and little
stalls. It is relaxing and fun to
chat and barter, and it would be
such a shame if this were to
change; it would not be the same

sort of holiday. _
S Fitzgerald
By email
Don’t forget about
disabled people
I’'mdisabledand| live part of the
year in Phuket. | escaped thetsu-
nami only thanks to my wife,
who advised me not to go to the
beach after the earthquake. If |
had gone, | certainly would have
not escaped.
| read now that Thailand is
going to set an alarm system for
tsunamis, but | wonder whether
someone in the government
could takeinto consideration the
problems for disabled people,
more and more of whom are com-
ing to Tha beaches.
| know it’'saminor issuein
this gigantic tragedy, but if one

wants to keep the number of
deathsto aminimum, one should
consider that disabled people
may have problems escaping on
the sand without proper paths.

| am asking, therefore, if
someone could consider estab-
lishing one place on each main
beach (Patong, Karon, Kata) es-
pecialy for disabled people. This
could bejust awooden or cement
path to make it easier to get a
wheelchair to the road.

In Patong, for instance, it
could bein front of the Holiday
Inn, close to the road that leads
onto Sirirat Rd.

In Karon, it could be near
the Circle, where the beach isnot
too wide, and in Kata, it could
be behind the Club Med, at the
northern end.

Thiscould saveafew lives,
not many, probably, but some.

Claudio Santini
Italy

Support from Saudi

| visit Patong regularly and used
to frequent the Ocean supermar-
ket on the beach road almost
daily. | have this image of the
lovely staff that worked there.

There was one girl, one of
the most beautiful women | have
ever seen, working there. | can’t
believe she may be gone.

As a big, muscular, hairy
farang, | must confess to crying
when | think of this.

Patong has my support; |
will be back there soon, and |
hopeall other like-minded people

return.
Frank

Saudi Arabia
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wenty three years ago, | read

William Boyd's first novel, A

Good Manin Africa, with great

delight. Not only had he cap-
tured Ghanain the 1960swith humor and
affection but hishero did something rare
in current fiction: he made moral pro-
gress.

Boyd has since written eight nov-
elsand two collectionsof storiesand I’ ve
never been disappointed.

Until now. His latest collection of
short stories, Fascination (Hamish
Hamilton, London, 2004, 209pp) is
weak, contrived and brittle, a mere fin-
ger exercise after the splendid thumping
symphony of his latest novel, Any Hu-
man Heart. There are 16 stories in this
volume and half are so bad I’ m not even
going to bother to describe them.

Oddly enough, the first three are
bad. Normally, an author leads off with
his best stuff but Adult Video is lifeless
and contrived, and the next two so dight
asto bepointless. It isn't until thefourth
story that Boyd produces some sub-
stance.

The Haunting is a modern-day
ghost story in which a British landscape
architect undergoes a mysterious break-
down in Los Angeles, leading him into
aspate of heavy drinking and escapades
with sleazy barmaids.

When he is rescued by his archi-
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tect partner and returned hometo L ondon,
the drinking and carousing continues out
of his control, so much so that his wife
kicks him out of the house.

And he then receives a hint of what
may be causing the behavior. This leads
him to Edinburgh in search of the ghost
that is haunting him, and then to Biarritz
for an exorcism. This is old-fashioned
storytelling at its best.

The title story, Fascination, works
well too, a clever juxtaposition between
ardent single youth and dissatisfied mar-
ried middle age. Read this beautiful de-
scription:

“You were unlocking your door
when the girl came clumping carefully
down thestairsfrom the bedsit above. Her
eyes were on her very high heels as she
descended sideways, stooped like an old
person, fearful she'll fall. Her streaked

Feeling less than fascinated

blonde hair hung forward over her face
and, as she reached your landing and
safety, she straightened up and with both
hands swept it back over her forehead. At
that moment your heart felt taut, over-
muscled, and you opened

Visions Fugitives is the mystical
highpoint of the book and deservesto be
ranked with Boyd's best. It's a medita-
tion on coincidence moving between
World War 1, a 1961 movie and the

present day. “You know

you mouth to gulp more
oxygen. You smiled
hello.”

Boyd follows this
with another experimental | %™
dud and then a brilliant
period piece: The Woman
on the Beach with a Dog.
It's 1941, an era of fedo- ;
ras and Lucky Strikes, -
when two married people
meet on a deserted beach
in Cape Cod and fall in
love and into a situation
there is no way out of.

Next comethree sto-

KL t.,:..rn

those unhindering hours
of the night when your
thoughts will wander
free, sometimesfreighted
with despair, but some-
times inspired and mi-
raculous — this is one of
those nights,” muses the
protagonist. “And just
before | begin to doze |
think | haveit, my Theory
of Everything. Itisto do,
- | decide, with mysterious

4‘ parabolas—asif an event,
' amoment, islaunched at
your lifelike aprojectile

ries that are just awful.

Incandescence,
however, cleverly plays off an unortho-
dox presentation — each of six characters
talking to an invisible camera and pre-
senting their parts of the tale—with very
traditional subject matter: a family of
impoverished aristocrats attempt to se-
duce aformer suitor to part with hisfor-
tune to save their country mansion. The
voices ring true, leading up to a thor-
oughly satisfying conclusion.

— a stone, a dart, an ar-
row — sent soaring in the
direction of your life ... We al know
these moments of fleeting significance
that touch our lives. The great problem,
the abiding problem is to make some
sense of them . . .”

The remaining stories range be-
tween the competent and the mediocre
with the exception of the hilarious The
Mind/Body Problem, about aweakling's
revenge on weightlifters.

Eek! Where did that window go to?

The other day, | was work

ing on several documents
at the same time, and to reach
document windows behind the
onel wasworking on, | had them
offset so| could click onthem to
make them active.

This resulted in parts of
some of the windows being hid-
den because they had gone right
off the edge of the screen.

The more windows | had
open the messier my desktop be-
came. Onewindow was so far off
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the edge of the screen that it was
difficult totell if it wasactive. Is
there abetter way to switch from
one window to another?

And if awindow is so far
off the edge of the screen, how
can | tell if it is active and move
it back to the center of the desk-
top?

Sorry if these seem silly
guestions, but you can probably
tell that even after years of hav-
ing a computer, | am definitely
till avery basic user.

improved, and open for

B business. Bookazine
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First, you should never feel

embarrassed about how
skilful you are at using a com-
puter — you are most definitely
not alone.

Every person | know has
asked someone for advice about
one computer
thing or another;
and you might be
surprised to know
that even quite
experienced users
— yes, including
me — often forget the simple
things that make using a com-
puter easier.

Theeasiest way to “ switch”
from one window to another is
to press and hold down the Alt

COMPUTER
Q&A

By ChrisHusted

button and then press Tab. This
opens a panel called the Task
Switcher, which will remain on
your screen as you long as you
keep the Alt button pressed
down.

The Task Switcher shows
an icon and a de-
scriptionfor every
window open. To
switch from one
window to an-
other, smply keep
Alt pressed down
and press Tab to highlight the
next active window.

The Task Switcher is aso
handy for reaching and retriev-
ing windowsthat are off the edge
of your screen.

Useit to select the window
you want, then press and hold
both the Alt key and the spacebar,
and press M.

Thiswill allow youto move
the window by dragging your
mouse to the center of the desk-
top. You can then place it with a
left-click.

Alternatively you can use
thearrow keysand placethewin-
dow by pressing Enter.

Thebest placeto start learn-
ing simple tricks to make work-
ing with acomputer easier isthe
Help file.

Anytime you want to learn
a little more about using your
compulter, just press Start | Help,
and take your time.

NAT
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MICE as cheeseto lurevisitors back

By Gategaeo Phetsawang

PHUKET: In abid to fill Phuket’s empty
hotel rooms, the Thailand Convention and
Exhibition Bureau (TCEB) and the Tour-
ism Council of Thailand recently held an
exhibition at the Pearl Village Hotel to en-
couragethe Thai MICE (Meetings, | ncen-
tives, Conferences and Exhibitions) indus-
try to take advantage of special promo-
tionsin Phuket.

Management teams from 19 Bang-
kok-based companies—including Colgate
Palmolive, Mitsubishi Electric and Fuji
Xerox — attended the mid-January meet-
ing titled “ Save the Spirit of the Andaman
in Six Months” and met representatives
of more than 40 local companies, such as
hotel operators, tour agencies and spas.

The goal is to generate revenue of
200 million baht from MICE business in
the six months from February.

The Director General of the TCEB,
Peerapong Oeusoonthornwattana, said,
“Thai people need to help each other to
recover [their businesses] and give confi-
dence back to the tsunami-affected prov-
inces. These provinces have potential for
tourism and aso as places to host meet-
ings.”

K. Peerapong added that abudget of
10 million baht has been set aside for this
project. He expects at least five groups —
or 1,000 delegates — a month, generating
the 200 million baht — that’s approxi-
mately 33,000 baht a person.

K. Peerapong predicted that this
month’s proposed information and com-
munications technology (ICT) meeting
will bring in revenue of some 30 million
baht from 1,000 delegates.

The President of the Tourism Coun-
cil of Thailand, Wichit Na Ranong, said
“The [ICT] meeting will stimulate the
market and raise the spirits of people in
the affected provinces.

“We expect that this will bring at
least 20,000 [new] tourists to Phuket and
nearby provinces in the coming six
months.”

He said that the basic package on
which the MICE campaign is based in-
cludes flights and transfers, two nights
accommodation in a shared room, and a
sightseeing tour with lunch, or agaladin-
ner.

Three airlines— Thai Airways, Nok
Air and Orient Thai Airlines—are partici-
pating in the promotion. Prices for the
packages are 5,500 baht, 4,900 baht and
3,999 baht respectively.

Akrapatra Tongnuntago, Sales De-
velopment Manager of Boon Rawd Brew-
ery —which produces and markets Singha,
Leo and Kloster beer — told the Gazette
that the company recently brought 600
customers to the Hilton Phuket Arcadia
Resort & Spafor three days.

“We didn’t cancel our Phuket con-
ference; we knew that it would help to
bring alarge amount of money to Phuket,”
he said.

“We also knew that it would help to
restore an all-important sense of confi-
dence among peoplein thetourismindus-
try on the island as well as encouraging
other companies to hold their meetings
here,” he added.

World Travel ServiceCoLtd (WTS),
one of Thailand’s largest travel compa-
nies, attended the exhibition initsrole as
an intermediary between potential MICE
customers and Phuket hotels.

Chintana Asawasongsiri, whoisre-
sponsiblefor managing the MICE market
for WTS, said, “We want the tourism in-
dustry [in Phuket] to recover soonand this
can be achieved by encouraging Thai
people to help each other first.

“We should promote the actual state
of theisland as thiswill bring confidence
back to the tourism industry and compa-
nies considering holding their MICE
events on theisland.”

Hotel operators from Phuket and
Krabi also set up their booths and joined
the exhibition. They said they expected
that the MICE market would help their
businesses to recover soon.

Aonang Villa Resort Front Office
Manager, Guitar Songchai, said that the
exhibition was avaluable opportunity for
agents to meet the operators and to pro-
mote Phuket and the region to buyers.

She said that it was usual for her re-
sort to attract tourists in the high season
and Thai conference delegatesin the low
season. “We have a reservation from the

Office of the Permanent Secretary of the
Prime Minister’s Officeto hold aseminar
aswell as another conference for officers
from the Education Ministry.

“We expect the government and
mediato help promote tourism and make
people understand that not all areas were
affected by the tsunami,” she added.

Virada Chavalit, Operations Direc-
tor of Aon Consulting said, “Aon usually
holds an annual meeting and has often
chosen Thailand as the venue.”

Shesaid that she had cometo Phuket
to assess the situation herself, rather than
be swayed by media reports.

“I have seen first-hand that most of
the island has not been damaged and it
remains an interesting location for MICE
meetings,” K. Virada said.

The Resident Manager of Patong
Lodge Hotel, ML Tirachai Chayangkul,
said that the time has come for aggres-
sive promotion of the region and its fa-
cilities. “We do not yet know if the feed-
back [from the exhibition] will be good
or not, but we hope that MICE will help
us recover.”

He noted that Mitsubishi Electric
and oil company Unocal, which were both
represented at the exhibition, have ex-
pressed interest in holding meetings at the
Patong Lodge Hotel.

“We need good cooperation from
every organization to help promote the
lucrative MICE market in Phuket,” he
said.

he Thai stock market is
generally measured by
the Stock Exchange of
Thailand (SET) index.
The index rose briskly during
2003 — the market was the
world's best performer in that
year, recording a91% gain. How-
ever, it lost more than a quarter
of its value during one stage of
2004.
Any major world stock
market that behaved in asimilar
fashion would leave observers

market could only go one
way — up.

By December 1993,
Hong Kong investors had
reached a stage where they
were desperate to invest |
their money. Although ev- *©
ery stockbroker and fund
manager in Hong Kong was

be.

funds into Mexico to stabi-
lize its neighbor. It stopped
the crisis, but showed to in-
vestors how interdependent
global emerging marketscan

From the onset of the
Asian financial crisis of
1997, the SET index plum-

All the fun of arollercoaster
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TALKS

By Richard Watson

should exceed 5%, the current
account ispositive and inflation-
ary pressures are muted. For the
patient investor, money can be
made but greed should not over-
come caution.

When you make profits it
iswiseto remember the old stock
exchange maxim: “ Alwaysleave

aghast. But Thailland isatrader’s
market and not for the faint-
hearted.

It can be a very profitable
place in which to invest, but it
can also destroy wealth in the
blink of an eye.

A brief look at the perfor-
mance of the index since 1994
will give some indication of just
how volatile it can be. In 1994,
the SET index reached itsall time
high of over 1700 but by the be-
ginning of the Asian financial
crisis in mid-1997, it was trad-
ing at only 1400.

Stock-market historians,
with the benefit of hindsight,
might say that between February
24,1994 and June 1997, the mar-
ket was discounting the substan-
tial current-account deficit that
Thailand experienced over this
period.

February 24, 1994 was a
very interesting date but | imag-
ine that for most investors with
money in emerging marketsit is
adate they would rather forget.

In Asia, the focus was ac-
tually on Hong Kong and by the
second half of 1993interestinthe
stock market was becoming in-
tense. It seemed that the stock

making money at an enviable
rate, one fund management group
stood out above the rest.

That company was Jardine
Fleming (JF), ajoint venture be-
tween Hong Kong trading group
Jardine Matheson (although by
1982 it had moved its headquar-
ters to Bermuda) and a British
merchant and investment bank,
Robert Fleming.

JF had, over the previous
years, established such areputa-
tion that any other fund manage-
ment group was subordinate to
them. Comparative analysis of
investment performance among
fund managersl|eft little doubt of
JF's preeminence.

People with application
forms and checks in hand were
gueuing on the streetsaround the
JF offices. It is doubtful that any
other fund management group in
history has had so many inves-
tors so absolutely determined to
invest their money.

Thai Chirepractor
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Theonly other queues seen
standing outside any financial
institution with this level of de-
termination have been when
banks experienced “runs’ on
them. Thiswas quitethereverse,
people wanted the money in, not
out.

This al came to an abrupt
halt on February 24, 1994, the
date of the global bond-market
crash when interest rates on
fixed-interest securities jumped
in tandem worldwide.

Hong Kong, with its direct
currency link to the US dollar,
was not spared and neither were
most other emerging markets, in-
cluding Thailand. The crash was
of therolling variety and it con-
tinued until December 1994
when the Mexican economy im-
ploded.

Mexico may seem a long
way fromAsia, but the effect here
wasinstant. The US government
immediately injected substantial
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meted from 1400 to 207. In per-
centage terms this was even
worse than the collapse of the
tech-heavy Nasdag.

Stock markets invariably
overreact to conditions of boom
or bust. Indeed, virtually al fi-
nancia marketshavethisin com-
mon.

Thailand’s market is cur-
rently hovering around the 700
level having failed to hit 800
early in 2004 before subse-
quently falling to 582. Although
volatile as always, the SET is
probably not abad destination for
a modest part of a portfolio, al-
though it may beyearsbeforewe
see anything resembling the per-
formance of 2003.

Economic growth for 2005

Authorized Hesaller

some profit for the next guy”.

Richard Watson runsGlobal Port-
folios Co Ltd, a Phuket-based per-
sonal financial planning service.
Hecan bereached at Tel and Fax:
076-381997, Mobile: 01-081-
4611. Email: imm@l oxinfo. co.th.
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PADI pullsout all the stops

he Professional Asso-

ciation of Dive Instruc-

tors, better known as

PADI, has organized a
tsunami task force to come to
Phuket.

News of this created some
buzz in the local dive industry,
with many people wondering
what exactly PADI were doing.

The corporate types from
the Asia-Pacific headquartersin
Australiaturned out to be person-
able; within days of their arrival
in Phuket, there was nothing but
praise for the “PADI guys’ and
their effortsin the region.

The Gazette had a chance
to speak with three
members of the
task force: Shah-
ram Saber, Mar-

situation and see what they could
do for the members of affected
communities. They toured Phu-
ket, the Phi Phi Islands, Krabi and
Khao Lak to seethe extent of the
damage their members had sus-
tained; whether it wasentiredive
shopsthat had been destroyed, or
just equipment and teaching ma-
terials that had been damaged or
disappeared.

Apart from these aspects,
they also wanted to assess the
overall impact of the tsunami on
survivors.

“The deaths, injury and
psychological damage that has
happened [are important] as
well,” Mr Morrall
explained, “be-
cause you can’t
push that to one

keting Manager; Beneath1the sideand separateit
Paul Morrall, Di- from the physical
rector of Salesand SJRFACE damage of a dive
Field Services, and N <hop, or the fact
Hans Ulrich, the By Sylvie Yaffe that there are no

new regional man-
ager for PADI Asia-Pecific. To-
gether they elaborated on what
their mission was attempting to
achieve.

The primary reason, they
explained, was to evaluate the

customers. There
ispsychological damage and hu-
man tragedy that we need to take
into consideration, too,” said Mr
Morrall.
Mr Saber clarified his or-
ganization’s role by saying,

Hans Ulrich (left),
the new regional
manager for PADI
Asia-Pacific, |

and Paul Morrall
(right), Director of
Sales and Field |
Services, inspect
damaged dive
businesses to
determine what
assistance PADI
can offer.

“PADI isnot arelief agency. We
don’t have the expertise [for
that]. We are here to support our
members.

“1 feel a sense of responsi-
bility, as an individual but also
because | wear this badge

victims.

generosity,

THANK YOU VERY MUCH

Kusoldharm Rescue Foundation has received 304,348 baht donated by
the Evergloss Tour Company from Hong Kong through Dragonair
Company Manager Sutthisak Pattamawattananukul to help tsunami

The Foundation would like to take this opportunity to thank the donors
and other related people. We wish you all to be greatly blessed for your

Kusoldharm Rescue Foundation

January 28, 2005
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The organi zation does[also]. We
areal doing it because wefeel a
sense of responsibility. What we
are doing is helping to get these
people get back in business as
fast as possible. [But] where do
you start?’

PADI started immediately
with dive shops, by offering
many free servicesin an effort to
get them up and running as soon
aspossible, distributing packages
worth about 60,000 baht. These
included dive center membership
renewals and a starter package
containing instructor manuals
and other necessary materials.

PADI will alsoreplacedive
certification cards from open
water to professional level, and
any wall-mounted certificates
that were lost or damaged.

Instructors and dive mas-
terswill also be happy tofind out
that PADI isoffering freerenewal
of itsyearly membership feesfor
instructors and dive masters
working and staying in the af-
fected areas.

This news has been very
well received among local PADI
professionals, many of whom are
working at reduced schedules or
who have been completely out of
work since the tsunami.

In addition to helping on
land, PADI worldwide has also
donated about US$70,000 (2.7
million baht) to non-profit orga-
nization Project Aware, which
will help support beach clean-ups
and help with other environmen-
tal restoration efforts.

Besides the more immedi-
ateaid to the diveindustry mem-
bers, PADI isalso aiming to help
tourismin general to help ensure
that the impact of the tsunami is
minimized.

Mr Saber said, “There are
so many people who depend in-
directly on what we do. Every-
one knows that tourism needs to
return to help the many people
here.”

He noted that the Tourism
Authority of Thailand (TAT) es-

timatesthat tourism bringsin 293
billion baht to Thailand, and that
the 400,000 tourists who come
for diving pump some 20 billion
baht into the economy — about
7% of all tourism revenue.

So what is being done?

“Everyone | have met is
doing what they can to help —
from the government to the vol-
unteer organizations to the local
people. Everyone is doing his
best ... to bring tourism back.
TheTAT isworking hard to come
up with some initiatives,” said
Mr Saber.

PADI is also working
closely with the TAT. “We have
given acommitment to the TAT
that we will support them, be-
cause PADI isthe [largest] dive
industry [regulator] in Thailand.
We have a responsibility to
make sure we support the TAT
and any other organization
working to bring tourism back,”
he added.

Mr Saber met withthe TAT
in Phuket and Bangkok, as well
as with Thai International Air-
ways (THAI) and others. These
are not newly-formed relation-
ships — even before the tsunami,
PADI had awholerange of joint
initiatives planned with the TAT.

“We were talking ... with
the TAT before thetsunami about
doing some joint initiatives.
Also, PADI isworking with [the
organizers of] ADEX, the larg-
est dive show in Southeast Asia,
which takes place annually in
Bangkok.

“During the exhibition,
PADI and its partners at TAT,
THAI and ADEX plan to host
key international buyersto show-
case the destination and the div-
ing in Thailand. [Now] there is
more urgency to get this imple-
mented. It becomes a key for
bringing people back,” Mr Saber
explained.

The dive industry here
needs to recover quickly, and
PADI understandsthat most busi-
nesses need afull high season to
survive the low season.

“We need to make sure the
message is sent to the general
public: yesthe tsunami came, the
tsunami went and certain parts
have been badly affected, but
certain parts [have] recovered,”
said Mr Saber.

PADI Worldwide is cur-
rently targeting peoplein Europe
and in the United States to let
them know that 90% of the area
is not affected.

Mr Saber’s message to
diversis, “If you want to makea
difference, then come to Thai-
land. Help [the affected areasto]
recover. Give them the financia
strength, because they have the
willingness. Give them your
business and support them so
they can recover.

“We are committed to put-
ting resourcesbehind this. If nec-
essary, we will draw extra re-
sources or direct resources from
elsewhereto ensurethat Thailand
comes back.”
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Sailing for tsunami aid

YACHT HAVEN: A flotilla of five yachts took to the bay off
Yacht Haven Marina on January 30 for Yachtpro’s Charity Sailing
Day, which was held to aid the victims of the tsunami.

The day started off with very calm conditions, which gave
way to an excellent sailing breeze later in the day.

Rob Williams, Managing Director of Yachtpro, said that
the event was supported by a small but generous group. “One
of Thailand’s most prominent sailors, Radab Kanjanavanit, and
Geoff Lawlan, who came to Phuket from England specifically
for the event, were prominent participants,” he said.

“A great day was had by all and the event demonstrated
the best of the Phuket lifestyle,” said Mir Williams.

Blue Canyon Open raises
B500,000 for new homes

PHUKET'S MOST UNIQUE
SHOPPING DESTINATION

Aleenta
Lamont
Finetdesign

W F

KATHU: The Blue Canyon Golf
Open 2005, held on January 29
and 30, attracted a total of 180
golfers and raised more than
500,000 baht to go toward re-
building homesfor victimsof the
tsunami.

After two days of intensive
competition, Matt Richardson
took Division A honors with a
gross score of 153, beating club
champion Don Kennedy, who
scored 161 grossto come second
overal.

Tim Pinnegar scored the
lowest in the net competition,
with an adjusted score of 157.

The event concluded with
a charity auction dinner that
boosted the money raised during
the tournament to more than

The proceeds will be used
to buy materialsfor projects sup-
ported by the Royal Thai Army,
such as rebuilding homes at Nai
Rai Villagein Phang Nga, where
107 familieswere affected by the
tsunami.

The results of the other
flights in the tournament are as
follows:

Division B. Net: 1% Sans
Christopher, score 152. Gross. 1%
Hans Schaur 171 (on count-
back); 2" Greg Goward 171.

Division C. Net: 1 Chuck
Schaupp 146. Gross: 1% Christo-
pher Knight 176; 2" Stan Ketch
177.

Ladies Division. Net: 1%
Jarinya Kamhanpon 157. Gross:
1t Wassana Schaupp 177; 2™
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t the Parismotor show

in September 2004,

Mercedes-Benz un-

veiled its second-gen-
eration A-Class—thenew version
of the car that, seven years ago,
industry pessimists said would
never be popular and would de-
value the brand.

Confounding the critics,
Mercedes-Benz (MB) has sold
more than 1.1 million A-Class
cars since then, and athough it
had arocky beginning it hassince
carved asturdy reputation for it-
salf interms of comfort, reliabil-
ity and, above all, safety.

Safety is of prime impor-
tancefor any vehicle bearing the
Mercedes three-pointed star and
to overcome structura difficul-
ties the A-Class features a sand-
wich floor —afalse bottom, if you
like—which createsahigher seat-
ing position but also allows de-
formable structures to be built
within the car’s frame. In addi-
tion, the transversely-mounted
engine and transmission are de-
signed to slide beneath the car in
the event of a head-on accident.

In producing the latest A-
Class, Mercedes-Benz hastaken
the opportunity to expand the
range of engines available with
an entry-level model and there
arenow threediesel motors, three
gasoline modelsand atop-of-the-
range gasoline turbo version.

The turbocharged unit pro-
duces an impressive 193bhp
(142kW) at just 2,500rpm, while
the smallest diesel, the A160
CDI, develops a more modest
82bhp (60kW).

Either manual or automatic
transmissions are available with
all models, whileanew optionis
the constantly variable automatic
transmission, Autotronic, which
continuously changes gear ratios

CHIL

]

Good Fi Price
Happy Hour B-Tom Daily
Cockinis & Cod Beer
ity Spacial, Toke Away

through a pulley-wheel variator
and a steel belt. With this ad-
vanced system the A-Class is
able to accelerate smoothly with
no interruption in power delivery.

The direct-injection diesel
engines are claimed to be some
of the most economical in their
class, while power output is
greater across the range of new
models with little or no increase
in fuel consumption.

One of the most significant
advances in the second-genera-
tion A-Class is the creation of
more shoulder room, while the
distance between the front and

therear seatsisnow onapar with
many medium-sized sedans,
vastly improving on the old mod-
el’s use of interior space.

Safety concerns have been
firmly addressed on the latest A-
Class. These first arose on the
original model dueto someover-
exuberance by abunch of Swed-
ishjournalists, who subjected the
early prototypes to what they
termed the “elk test”.

They swerved the car from
sideto side, supposedly simulat-
ing avoiding alarge animal, and
succeeded in tipping it over.
Wider tires and el ectronic stabil-

M HOME
s DESIGN

For Homes, Holals ad Offcos

e zall and install ;
Curtains, Firenze Alsminism
Vartical Blinds, YOROTA (flexible)
Palmats, Slimline Woodan Blinds,
Carpets and 'Wallpapsr, Table Lamps,
Cane fumiture, Rattan fumiture

We alse have o pelnet repair
andd enrfain eleaning service,

B218-18 Wichilsengiram Rd, Muang, Phoket
Tol: 076-234892-3, 01-5357456

No, it's not a Honda Jazz ... the new Mercedes-Benz A Class is roomier than the old model introduced seven years ago.

ity system were
subsequently fit-

60:40 split, and the
front passenger

ted as standard on seat can be folded
all A-Class mod- ﬁ == back to horizontal,
elsand these have o or removed alto-
been carried B E H I N D gether to increase
through on the cargo capacity.
new version. Overall di-
Other safety W H E E L mensions of the
features include By Jeff Heselwood new A-Class are
dual-stage adap- dlightly larger, but

tivefront airbags, belt tensioners
for the front and outer rear seats,
adaptive belt-force limiters and
newly developed head and tho-
rax airbags. High-strength steel
alloys are used extensively
throughout the structure, making
the latest A-Class almost as safe
as any of the larger Mercedes
models.

Introduced for thefirst time
isathree-door A-Class. MB says
it expects this model to appeal
moreto younger buyers, although
why this should be has not been
explained.

Trunk capacity is around
15% larger than in the outgoing
model. In addition, the rear seats
can be folded flat in a roughly

at first glanceit isdifficult to see
how the extrawidth or length has
been achieved. On sale already
in some parts of the world, and
due to arrive in Phuket next
month, the new A-Class is ex-
pected to be just as successful as
the old one. It is well worth
checking out.

To check availability and prices
of the A-Class in Phuket, contact
Benz Phuket at 20/5 Moo 2 Thep-
krasattri Rd, Rassada, Muang,
Phuket 83000. Tel: 076-239700-
1. Fax: 076-216706. Email:
info@benzphuket.com

Jeff Heselwood may be contacted
by email at jhc@netvigator.com

@
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By Jenna Wise

he Angel of Katarestau-

rant opened on Novem-

ber 1 last year in Kata

Center. Owner Kieran
Green had worked in the Canary
Islands for three years at a holi-
day complex before deciding to
come to Phuket for the Asian
experience.

In spite of theterrible disas-
ter of December 26, Kieran re-
mains optimistic about the future
of the restaurant. “We already
havelocal residents coming regu-
larly,” he says.

“It may take a while for
tourists to return, but when they
do I'm surethat they’ Il soon dis-
cover that we offer home-cooked
Western cuisine at competitive
prices.”

The Angel of Kataalso has
agreat selection of cocktails, pre-
pared by Arrom “Geng” Klieng-
lam.

Celery and Carrot Soup
For 2 people

Ingredients:

50g butter or margarine;

1 onion, chopped fine;

2 cloves of garlic, crushed;

4 medium-size carrots, cut into
Yainch chunks,

4 celery sticks, cut into % inch
chunks;

2 tablespoons plain flour;

600ml vegetable stock;

1 teaspoon dried oregano;

Salt and pepper to taste;

150ml milk;

2 tablespoons plain yoghurt.

Method:
Melt the butter or margarinein a
large pan and add the onion, gar-
lic, carrots and celery. Fry gen-
tly until the vegetables are soft.
Stir in the flour and cook for
about 30 seconds.

Slowly pour in the veg-
etable stock and milk, and bring
to a boil. Add the oregano and
simmer for half an hour. Add the
plain yogurt and salt and pepper
to taste.

Cook for afurther 2-3 min-
utesand servewith bread of your
choice. You can, for a smoother

..........

Farang Restaurant
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u Winterproofing

J Structural repairs

4 Concrede floer repairs & treatmend
« Al kind of sealanis

+ Vapour & radiant barriers

4 Riesin coafings

w Pocd tile repairs

T0i31 Patana Thangthin Rd., Soi

Building & Construction
Chemicals Since 1994

4 Bitumen & polymer membranes & linings

1 High=pressure foam injection

4 Eales, consuling and application

4 Experience, know-how & reliability

4 Materials & work guaranieed

4 Materials made by Fosroc, Sika, Cormix,
Lanis, Drizoro and Henkel.

Muangthong Uthit 1, Phuiet, E3000,

Tel: 076 242 029, 01-397 1567 Fax: 076 351 880

E-mail- thaidinnEhaotmall.com
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Left, roasted aspargus wrapped in bacon. Right, the hearty seafood bake.

Angel Fo

option, blend the soup when it
has finished cooking.

Roasted Asparagus

Wrapped in Bacon
For 4 people

Ingredients:
16 green asparagus stalks,
12 white asparagus stalks;
4 tablespoons honey;
1 teaspoon dried tarragon;
4 thin dlices of bacon;
A pinch of garlic salt;
Salt and pepper to taste;
Oliveail;
4 cups mixed salad greens.

Method:

Cover the bottom of a deep skil-
let with olive oil and heat gently.
Addtheasparagus stalks, salt and
pepper, garlic salt and tarragon.
Cook on alow heat for 4-5 min-
utes. Remove the asparagus and
divide into piles of four green
pieces and three white pieces.

Wrap each bunch of mixed
asparagusin abacon slice. Brush
honey over each bunch and place
inaroasting tray. Bakefor 15-20

Almond Carrot Butter Cream |

minutes in a pre-heated oven at
180°C. Serve on a bed of mixed
salad greens.

Seafood Bake
For 2 people

Ingredients:
2 x 200g white snapper fillets;
200g mixed prawns, shrimpsand
crabmeat;
3 medium-sized potatoes, peeled
and sliced about ¥z inch thick;
125ml homemade cheese sauce;
125ml homemade tomato sauce;
100g grated Cheddar cheese.

For the cheese sauce:
100g margarine or butter;
100g flour;

1 liter milk;
1 teaspoon mustard;
100g grated Cheddar cheese.

For the tomato sauce:
2 tablespoons alive ail;
1 onion, diced;
4 celery sticks, diced;
2 garlic cloves, crushed,
300g chopped tinned tomatoes;
2 tablespoons tomato purée;
250ml vegetable stock;
14 teaspoon dried dill.

Method:
To preparethe cheese sauce, melt
the butter or margarine in a pan

and blend in the flour to make a
roux. Gradually add the milk,
stirring continuously, and bring
to aboail.

Turn the heat down so the
sauce is simmering and add the
cheese and mustard. Simmer for
20 minutes.

To preparethetomato savice,
heat the oil in a pan and add the
onion, celery and garlic. Cook
until these are soft, then add the
tomatoes, tomato purée, veg-
etable stock, dill, salt and pepper
and simmer for 20 minutes.

To assemble the Seafood
Bake, place the fish fillets and
mixed seafood at the bottom of a
roasting tray and cover with to-
mato sauce. Cover this with
dliced potatoes and put alayer of
cheese sauce on top.

Sprinklethe Cheddar cheese
on top and bake in an oven pre-
heated to 190°C until cooked and
the cheeseis lightly browned.

Serve this hearty dish with
either salad or steamed veg-
etables. For hungry guests, in-
clude a baked potato or good
fresh bread.

Angel of Kata, 28 Taina Road,
Kata Center, Kata, Phuket. Open
7 days a week from 10am until
2am. Tel: 06-9443062.

118/1 Yaowarat Rd., Muang, Phuket 83000

Tel: (0763 21-1839
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Hone of the Veek Chal ong

ocated on a total land
area of 1,200 square
meters at Land &
Houses Park, between
Phuket City and Chalong Circle,
are two similar two-story homes
on adjoining plots that offer an
excellent opportunity to live in
one while earning rental accom-
modation from the other.

One house is partly fur-
nished while the other is unfur-
nished. The partly furnished
home haslargeliving and dining
areas, and marbleflooring, onthe
ground floor.

Also on the ground floor is
a well-designed and well-venti-
lated Western kitchen, featuring
overhead cupboards, exhaust fan,
pantry and double sink with
matching oven, microwave and
worktops. Next to the kitchen is
a maid’'s room and guest bath-
room.

Upstairsarethreelarge bed-
rooms, al with built-in closets.
The master bedroom has a bal-
cony overlooking the garden, and
an en-suite bathroom with a
Jacuzzi bath adding a touch of
luxury.

Two of the bedrooms are
air-conditioned, and all other
roomshaveceiling fans, whileall
windows have sheer, full-length
curtains.

Ouitside, the garden is well
established with palmsand tropi-
ca plants, and includes a large
swimming pool. Car parking is
under the main roof.

The partly-furnished home

op two-|

is decorated in cool and crisp
neutral colors leaving plenty of
scope for interior decorating by
the new owner, and has UBC
cable TV and a telephone line
installed, and is hooked up to
mains water supply.

The unfurnished homealso

hasthree bedroomsand two bath-
rooms, with largeliving and din-
ing areas, with marble floors, on
the ground floor, where the
kitchen and guest bathroom are
also to be found.

The upper level comprises
three spacious bedrooms with

built-in wardrobes, with the mas-
ter bedroom featuring an en-suite
bathroom.

Security for both homesis
provided by the 24-hour estate
security guards. Both properties
stand on Chanote-titled land, and

evel twofer

The two-story homes
come with lush
gardens (left), while
the partly-furnished
one of the pair has a
private swimming
pool (above).

the price for both is 15 million
baht.

For more detail s contact Richard
Lusted at Sam Real Estate at
Email: info@siamreal estate.com
Website: www.slamreal estatecom
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A NEW KIND OF INSPIRATION... the Aquaminium has arrived
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Platinum Par k
selling well

RAWAI: Platinum Residence Co
Ltd is spending 200 million baht
to develop a 21-unit luxury resi-
dential project on a 5.5-rai site
off Soi Samakeein Nai Harn, two
minutes from the beach.

The Platinum Residence
Park project broke ground late
last December, and the devel op-
ers expect the model hometo be
ready for public showing asearly
as March this year. The project
is expected to take about 2%
yearsto complete. Prices start at
about 12.5 million baht, and two
units have aready been sold.

Two design options by ar-
chitects Saowalee Engineering
Partnership are available. The
first, the“Koh | Noor”, will have
482 square meters of living space
and sit onahalf-rai plot. Thetwo-
story homesfeatureterraces, did-
ing doors and a spacious kitchen/
living room, maid’s quarters,
guest room and storage room
downstairs. Upstairs are three
large bedrooms, including amas-
ter suite.

The “Orlob” design, at
327sgm, is a smaller version of

it anigue redidentat Cocalion in the leart of o,

You can walk to ...

Contact Information

DS Mo vichilsonooram Ed, 1, kgihu A, E

* The beach in 20 minutes
s The fun and nightlife in 10 minutes

the Koh | Noor. These two-story
unitswill also sit on half-rai plots
and have three bedrooms up-
stairs. The ground floor will also
have an L-shaped living/dining
room with maid's quarters, a
guest room and sliding doors
leading to a terrace and nearby
garden.

All designswill have Thai-
style roofs and be finished with
modern-style tiles and fittings.
Swimming poolsareoptional and
can beinstalled on request, ascan
landcaped gardens. Buyers can,
if they wish, use the developer’s
own interior design team to deco-
rate units according to their own
needs.

The project features wide
roads with walkways, green
zones and underground cables.
Other amenitieswill include 24-
hour security and reception staff;
maintenance crew; high-speed
Internet access; pool cleaning
and exterior maintenance ser-
vices, and cabletelevision. There
will also be avariety of optional
services, including in-house mas-
sage and beauty services.
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here's a lot of noise in

theroof of my officeto-

day. Infact, there’sbeen

alot of noisein the roof
of my office for more than a
month.

My secretary decided that
the tapping and banging noises
was caused by rats and offered
to call in the pest exterminators.
| told here that she had better
check first — she might be exter-
minating somebody’s pet pos-
sum.

Possums are normally the
cause of thiskind of commotion
in the roof of my uncle’'s house
in Australia, but of course, pos-
sumsare not common inroofsin
Thailand.

If she was right, however,
my office roof was playing host
to the biggest ratsin history.

Whatever was up there, it
was extremely distracting, at the
critical point of the negotiation,
to have the customer startled by
sudden loud thudding and scuf-
fling noises right overhead.

| calledinalocal carpenter
friend of mine, who madeasmall
hole in the ceiling, and fitted a
trapdoor so that we could inves-
tigate this and any future inva-

PHUKET PROPERTY

sions by whatever species of
wildlife might be around looking
for aplace to hole up.

“Cats,” he informed me.
“Maybe one, maybe a whole
family.” However, hewasunable
to proceed further dueto the fact
that, number one, he wastoo big
to get through the hole, and num-
ber two, my ceiling
was built for deco-
rative purposes
only and definitely
not to carry the
weight of a hefty
foreigner.

| was getting
a bit worried about the ceiling
surviving the nocturnal crashing
around of the cats. So my secre-
tary calledin somefriendsof hers
to get the cats out and and patch
up any the holes they might be
able to useto get back in.

She told me that it would
cost 600 baht. | okayed this and
they turned up — about eight
people. One of them was a small
boy who was designated to crawl
around in my roof.

After severa hours of dis-
cussion, and afair bit of banging
around above my head, they de-
cidedtoleave and return the next

44 EXCLUSIVE HOMES IN THE SKY
I THE HEART OF BAMNGHKOK"

Two-5Storey Penthouses

each with
Private Swimming Pool
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By Graham Doven

day. The cats continued to terror-
ize my customers.

The crew returned the next
day and there was much commo-
tion and banging and waving of
sticks. A picture fell off the wall
but little else was achieved.

They were unable to come
the next day, they said; they had
another jobtodoin
Patong but after
two more days,
they’d patched up
the holes through
which the cats had
been coming and
going.

Thetroublewasthat one cat
was still holding out in his ceil-
ing fortress. So yesterday the
small guy gotintheceiling again
and ended up in afight.

He lost. He came out with
abloody hand where the cat had
bitten him and scratches all over
his arm. | don’t where this cat
came from, but it could be use-
ful to one of the security compa:
nies.

After a week of intensive
activity, the cat’s still there, and
| haven't yet paid the 600 baht.
I’m allergic to cats. | can’'t wait
till Monday.

O FI5% SY14, 0 | 5E1 AXTT
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- Contemporary style
- 15 mins to airport

- 2/3-bedroom villas, private poal

SOHE AGEMT

09 729 8804 baanrimtarm @chre.com
"-':EHE 076 270 737  www.chre.co.th
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ast week, | did the un-
thinkable. | got up rea-
sonably early on a Sun-
day morning (11 am is
early isn't it?), and decided to
leavetheair-conditioned comfort
of my office for the morning.
| got onto my high-tech
Suzuki Crystal, and somehow it
propelled my more than ample
behind over the hill to Katato see
was how theplant life of thearea
had been affected by the tsunami.
In Kata and Karon, | was
pleasantly surprised at the rela-
tively low level of damageto the
trees and plants on the beaches.
| then headed north up the
coast, toward Patong and Ka-
mala. Themost visible change at
beaches on the central-western
part of the island was probably
the most obvious—the movement
of the sand. It was as if a thou-
sand bulldozers had moved in
and removed several million cu-
bic meters of sand, but somehow
neatly avoided the vast majority
of the plants and trees that were
growinginit.
| started at the beach at Le
Meridien Phuket Beach Resort,
near Patong. The hotel is closed
at present, and will befor at least
the next couple of months. De-
spite the fact that they were wa-

HOLDING ON

tering the gardens daily, the
groundswere looking rather sad.
There had been acres of thick-
bladed grass all over the hotel
grounds, and this was always
kept looking alush green.

Unfortunately, seawater
nearly ameter deep changed that.
The grass is now pale brown —
not because of lack of freshwa-
ter, but from saltwater damage.

There are ferns and palms
al over the gardensthat were af -
fected by the saltwater — I’ m not
sure how much fertilizer and
flushing out will be required for
them to recover, if they ever do.

| used to know this spot
fairy well — the shape of the
beach has changed dramatically.
It looks several feet lower than it
used to.

One of the security guards
at the hotel, who was there dur-
ing both the tsunami and ensu-
ing cleanup, said that huge quan-
tities of sand had been scooped
up and deposited elsewhere on
the hotel grounds.

Things were now visible

w\/~
Lad)an

GARDENS
A

along the shorethat weren't there
before — tree roots had appeared
that had probably never dreamt
of seeing the light of day.

Over thehill next, to Patong
Beach, where much of the green-
ery had suffered. Asthiswasone
of the hardest hit areas, only the

exo /197

Ocean Vi If’" ew ' and Plars

1-2 rai plots now

selling’at this loeation

Co mqﬁaf@ listing of propersy

. wles and remiuls

076. 2703‘76.

Hip - 0987 33 564

Iagun:i phuketiwexotiqrealestatecom

www.exnﬁqrealesi_ate._mm

THOROUGHLY ROOTED: The amazing root network of the
casuarinas at Patong Beach stopped them being washed away.

hardiest, toughest plants re-
mained unscathed. The ubiqui-
tous casuarinatrees were totally
unaffected, needless to say. The
casuarina’s Thai name, ton son
talay, or sea pine, indicates its
suitability to coastal living.

One interesting sight at
Patong now istheincredibleroot
systemsthat these trees produce.
| had no idea, but beneath the
ground is a crazy network of
roots. Some roots go up, some
down, and someformweird arch-
ing shapes.

It's a'so amazing just how
far theroots of asingletree actu-
aly reach out fromthetree. This

startsto explain why not asingle
casuarina was toppled here.

One particularly odd ex-
ample had obviously had awalk-
way made out of small cement
paving bricksbuilt aroundit. The
path was long gone, but 60 cen-
timetersup thetrunk werethere-
maining bricks, sucked into the
side of the tree as it grew over
theyears, enveloping everything
nearby.

The inevitable screw pine
(could this be the mascot tree for
Patong or what?), or toei homin
Thai, also did fairly well. A few
lost their tops, but | didn’t seeany
that had been uprooted.

Again, their root systems
prevailed, and now that these
rootsare exposed it iseasy to see
how steadfastly they wereableto
hold on. It's difficult to guess
how much less damage might
have been caused had the ulti-
mate shoreline flora, the man-
groves, not been cleared in so
many areas.

The fina port of call was
Kamala. Given the wide, open
shape of the village, the main
evidence of the damage was to
the grass, now a pale brown.

On the beach, afew of the
mighty casuarinatrees had actu-
ally been downed. It didn't take
much figuring out why —all along
the beach the top of the sand is
now four to five feet lower than
it used to be.

As aresult, the plant life
remaining is sitting above the
sand on a dense base of its own
roots. | saw only two of these
trees on their sides—1 still can’t
believe there weren’'t more.

behind every beautiful garden
is great imagination

076 324 400

specialists in landscaping

hqme
services

A QUALITY LIFESTYLE INVESTMENT

o N /

GROVE

GARDENS 7730 =
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Properties
For Sale

LIGHTHOUSE
FOR SALE

The famous Lighthouse
Restaurant — with five wa-
terfront luxury rooms and
three offices — in Ao
Chalongiis seriously for sale.
Potential to develop residen-
tial units on unused prop-
erty. Please email:
maipenrai@hushmail.com

NEW SINGLE HOUSE
FOR SALE

— ——
MW e
il

10 111

204sgm. 3 bedrooms, 2 bath-
rooms, garden and balcony.
Chao Fa East Rd. 2.2 million
baht. Contact Khun Ya at
Tel: 01-5973398.

SPECIALTY LAND

We specialize in Phuket resi-
dential property, personal &
project development land. All
inquiries to Tel: 09-6491963,
01-8918082.

BANG TAO BEACH
Large, 2-bedroom apartments

and penthouses from 6.5 mil-
lion baht. 160m to the beach.
Tel: 06-2806624. Visit:
www.bangtaobeachgardens.
com

LAND FOR SALE

in Phuket Country Club. Please
call for more details. Tel: 09-
8718333,01-6913351.

BN

Best Value on thie Island
[ i ;‘_

1000Egm Weslem-buil
cammencial building silualed on
oyer 3.5 ral. Criginally designed
a5 & country sports chub bl
never apaned, This property has
supeib wrspoll vews and
woid sul bodh busiresss o

Silualed bebwesn Thalang and
Mes¥ang it s enly 5 mirs Lo the
Emach and 20 mang 1o Tessa

10 millicn Bl faf guick sake
Tel. -7E31-2137
i R p kA programmers com

MISSION HILLS

Build your dream home on 1-
rai serviced lots next to
Phuket’s newest golf course.
Exclusive gated community.
Please contact for more info.
Tel: 09-9725226. Email:
bgbphuket@yahoo.com

65 RAlI BEACHFRONT
land. In Chalong, perfect loca-
tion for a villa or marina pro-
ject. Price: 180 million baht.
Please call for more informa-
tion. Tel: 01-8916143.

2-STORY HOUSE

Nai Harn. New house for sale
by owners. 3bedrooms, 2 bath-
rooms, 400sgm. Price: 4.5
million baht. Tel: 01-752-
0275.

PATONG CONDO

Apt for sale: 92sgm, 350m
from beach, panoramic view.
1.85 million baht. Tel: 09-
4740227 Email: chotip 5@
hotmail.com

el
1 i g el fw.m

Tha laeal @ifica with & giohal nolwork

076 396 776

W Righifiankphuaet com

Knight
Frank
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huket One
Realestate

EXCLUSIVE TO PHUKET ONE!!
" ON-SITE SALES OFF 3)

ES NOW O

TelFax: 076-345707, 076-345709 Maobile: 01-5354546, 09-5862959,
Email: infoi@phuketonerealestate.com www.phuketonerealestate.com

ANDREW PARK

Sales and Rentals

Ohver @ years' sales
experience in Thailand

We can answer

all your questions

Call s now at

01-8923633

E-makl us 8t

iw&mﬂ.ﬁmm

phi ! Flcam
www andrewparcom

Imagine a view like this..,
we have many seaview
properties for sale. Call
riow Eo seée the sunset.

We have homes in every price

range. This larg

home is priced to sell fast at
ohly 3.8 milllon baht.
Don't miss it, call now.

SHOCK SALE LAND

at Soi Saliga, Rawai. 20 rai,
4.5 million baht per rai. Pri-
vate sale. Tel: 076-288422.

NAI HARN 2,344SQM
for sale with Thai registered
company in order. Has
Chanote title and is ready to
build. Tel: 01-1901205.
Email: balipenang2@yahoo.fr

KATA - BEST PRICE!

House for sale & rent. Near the
sea. Please contact for details.
Tel: 076-284065, 06-595-
8512, 01-9704638. Email:
nalumana@phuket.ksc.co.th

RAWAI CONDO

for sale. 250,000 baht total
price, payable in instalments.
150,000 baht initial payment,
the remaining 100,000 baht
transferred at the Land Office
after 1 year. Freehold title.
Please contact for more infor-
mation. Tel: 09-4740227.
Email: chotip 5@hotmail.com

BEAUTIFUL THAI-
STYLE HOUSE
Recently built, set lake-side
with lawns and palm trees.
2 large b/rooms + AC
ensuite. Fully-equipped
western kitchen, maid's
room, extra shower, WC,
large patio, entertainment
area, balconies all round,
440sqm of living area; must
be seen. 7.56Mbaht. Tel: 01-

0825634.

KATHU WATERFALL
Townhouse for sale. Corner
unit, 2 bedrooms, furnished,
with aircon. 770,000 baht.
Pls call for more info. Tel:
07-2698492.

ONE-STORY HOUSE

in Anupas Golf Ville. 4 bed-
rooms, b aircons, kitchen
with dining room & built-in
furniture in every room. Price:
5.7 million baht. Pls call for
more info. Tel: 07-2836716.

CBRE

CB RICHARD ELLIS

sional real estate advice for

yRING for property in Phuket

Residential Sales & Leasing
Property Management
Villa Rentals
Research & Valuation
Development & Design Consultancy

TEL: 076 239 967-9

E-mail: phuket@cbre.com
www.cbre.co.th

Find more classified ads at www.phuketgazette.net!
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4+ 2 BEDROOM
HOUSE IN KAMALA

Top-quality 4 + 2 bedroom
house for sale in Kamala,
near Phuket FantaSea, 1.2
km from the beach in a very
safe area. 4 master bed-
rooms on 1st floor with en-
suite bathroom. 2 bedrooms
on ground floor — one can be
used as an office (2 phone
lines), the other as a maid’s
room — with attached bath-
room. Large living/dining
room with open European
kitchen, as well as a Thai
kitchen. Fully furnished; all
rooms with aircon and ceiling
fan. The premises are also
very suitable for business use
(but not for public restaurant
or bar). Asking price: 18 mil-
lion baht neg. For more de-
tails pls contact Franz Brunin
Kamala. Tel. 01-4761415,
or 076-279075. Email:
forun@Ioxinfo.co.th

NAI HARN
SOl SAMAKKEA 2

Beautiful land for sale, typi-
cal tropical coconut tree
garden, 3 rai 75sq wah,
Chanote title: 10 million
baht. Tel: 09-5940646.
Email: flodaubas@libero.it

( Do Not Drink Tap Water! )

NEW HOUSE IN
QUIET AREA

Cherng Talay. 2 bed w/ en-
suite bathroom, good design
& high standard of materi-
als. Price 3.5 million baht.
Tel: 06-9434824. Email:
chatra@csloxinfo.com

SEAVIEW CHANOTE
land, with well water and
road, located in Ao Makham,
1,220 sgm, 60m to the sea
and a small harbor. Property
is surrounded by a solid wall
and is ready to build on. Must
see to appreciate. Price: 5.7
million baht. Pls call. Tel: 07-
2728216.

CHIANG RAI

property. Nice houses for less
than 1 million baht. Tel: 05-
0360721. Email: ken@
adventure1.com For further
details, please see our website
at http://adventure1.com/
land.htm

TOWNHOUSE

in Anuphas. On the main road
in the heart of the city and
near Central, Tesco-Lotus
and Big C, a 3-bed, 2-bath-
room house with kitchen,
aircon, furniture and water
heater. Pls contact for more
info. Tel: 09-4691813. Email:
annanoi@ hotmail.com

NEW TOWNHOUSE

on the bypass road. 2 bed-
rooms, 1 bathroom, 22.75 sq
wah. Price: 869,000 baht.
Please call for more informa-
tion. Tel: 01-7476571.

Properties
For Rent

4 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms,
trees, aircon, hot water, cov-
ered MB park, UBC, laundry
room. 25,000 baht. Pls con-
tact K. Ann for more informa-
tion. Tel: 09-9720187. Email:
melaniethai555@yahoo.com

BRAND NEW 3-FLOOR
apartment + shop. 2 bed-
rooms w/balcony, 2 bath-
rooms. Very good location in
Phuket City, near Lotus.
17,000 a month. Call Tel: O1-
8928208 for details.

FOR RENT

Bungalows & restaurant.
Tel: 01-8946686. Website:
www.phuketnatureplace.
com

BUNGALOW 4 RENT

Fully-furnished, 2 bedrooms,
with a view of the sea. Cha-
long Bay - nice, quiet and se-
cure area. Tel: 01-6064279.

Bangkok

Tel. 02-5731120

Pathumwan
Tel. 02-6117165

Tel. 02-2313244

Tel. 02-6581153

Tel. 02-6566070

Tel. 02-2485668

Tel. 02-6736342

Tel. 02-2526261

Get your Phuket Gazettefrom
these outletsin the capital:

Don Muang Airport

Se-Ed, Mahboonkrong Building, zone B, Phayathai Rd,

Se-Ed, Silom Complex, 4" floor, Silom Rd, Bangrak

Se-Ed, Silom Center, Rama 1 Rd, Pathumwan

Se-Ed, Panthip Plaza, M-floor, Petchaburi Rd, Rajathewee
Se-Ed, Fortune Town Building, Ratchadapisek Rd, Huaykwang
Se-Ed, Central Rama 3, Satupradit Rd, Yannawa

Q Mart, Grand Hotel, Sukhumvit Rd, Soi 11, Klongtoey

Tel. 02-6511200 ext. 3452

C Mart, Centre Point, Petchaburi Rd, Soi 15, Rajathewee
Tel. 02-6536690-8 ext. 4030

Duangkamol, Sukhumvit Rd, Klongtoey

LONG-TERM LEASE
New, fully-furnished house in
Palai Green with 2 aircon
bedrooms, hot shower,
kitchen, living room, garage
and beautiful garden. Located
in a quiet area near Chalong
Bay. Please call Tel: 01-
8924311.

KATA PENTHOUSE
Furnished apartments with
UBC or cable TV, aircon or
fan, 2 or 3 rooms, balconies,
views and cleaning. Tel: O5-
2766597.

PATONG

apartments. Clean, comfort-
able studio apartments. New
interior decor, big fridge,
aircon, TV, big double beds,
pool and parking. Central
Patong. Tel: 01-0825707. For
more information visit our
website at: www.phuket-
accommaodation.info

HOUSES FOR RENT

in Chalong, Phuket City,
Kathu, Patong — all over Phu-
ket. Tel: 01-9680309. Email:
info@houseinphuket.com
www.houseinphuket.com

PATONG RESIDENCE
1- or 2-bedroom apartments
with kitchen and pool, and
only 350m from the beach,
for rent at 7,000 baht per
month. Contact for details.
Tel: 09-4740227. Email:
chotip 5@hotmail.com

FOR LEASE

Purepenny Beauty clinic for
lease near Central and Makro.
Fully equipped and staffed,
with regular clientele. 3-year
lease: 1.7 million baht + rent
of 16,500 baht/mth. Tel: 06-
9539209.

NEW HOUSE

for rent close to Chuan Chuen
Lagoon, near Dulwich College
& Boat Lagoon. 3 beds, 3
baths, b receptions, parking
and garden. Tel: 076-352-
122,01-6930231.

HOUSE FOR RENT
Newly refurbished 2-bed-
room house with 2 aircon.
Fully furnished, UBC TV,
Kata Beach. 11,000 baht
per month. Long-term only.
Tel: 09-2905594.

ROOMS TO LET

in Kathu. Fully-furnished lake-
view apartments with air
conditioning, fridge, free sat-
ellite TV, hot water and car
parking in a new develop-
ment in Kathu, for rent. Rent
from 166 baht a day. Tel:
076-202585, 09-1968449.

ROOM FOR RENT

Room with aircon, TV, fridge,
hot water, balcony, ADSL
connection. From only 550
bahta day. Tel: 07-6346258,
07-8975674. Email:

johnsjo 1949 @yahoo.com

Property
Wanted

SHOPHOUSE RENTAL
Interior & furniture company is
looking for a shophouse to rent
on the bypass road or in Kathu.
Should have at least 3 bed-
rooms. Tel: 02-9875170, 01-
9279328. Email: tyates sm@
hotmail.com

SINGLE PLOT

| am looking to buy around
250sgm of land on which to
build a 2-bedroom house.
Email: siam_int@msn.com

LAND OR HOUSE
wanted. | am looking for a
small land plot or a house.
Shoud be around Kata or
Karon, maybe Chalong or
Rawai. Can pay up to 1.5 mil-
lion baht for land, or up to 3
million for land and house.
Email: funlife_99@hotmail.
com

SEA VIEW RENTAL
Looking for 1- or 2-bedroom
seaview rental. Clean and
quiet a must. Minimum 2
months — possible long-term
rental for the right place. Email:
ethanbenjaminid-1@yahoo.
com

SMALL HOTEL

We are looking for a small
hotel, 10-15 rooms, in Patong
only. Please email with price,
number of years remaining on
lease, and condition of the
property. Email: sainamyen@
hotmail.com

LONG-TERM RENT

Min 1 year. Looking torenta
3-bedroom house with 2 bath-
rooms, in Patong; Nanai Rd is
ok. Looking for long-term — at
least 1 year. The monthly rent
should be around 18,000
baht, or less. Coming to
Patong mid-March and want
torentas soon as possible after
that, latest April 1. Please e-
mail with photos and details.
Email: kofodz@hotmail.com

WANTED TO RENT
Retail shop premises wanted,
30sqgm, unfurnished, to suit 5
tables. Soi Bangla or other
busy location preferred.
Please contact us with full
details. Tel: 01-7746699,
07-8934830 Email: frp70@
hotmail.com

phuketvillarentalscomy

Classified Advertisements

Please use this form to write your classified advertisement.

[N O O O O O (150 1)

Classified ads are charged per line. Each line is 80 baht,
with a minimum of 4 lines (heading included) per ad.

All advertising must be paid for in advance.
Deadline for Property Mart page: Friday 3 pm.
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Accommodation

Available

Special Rates

aftar a busy day,

plad 1o meet you,

Phiuket Thaldland 83100

4026 C.C. Bloom's Hotel

Beautiful small luxury hotel in the

2,900 bahl - Stay three reghls and the ik naghl is FREE.

Rooma wilh kichenettes far 20,000 bah a momth -
imcluding breakfast, maid service and use of pool and
tha Sunael Bar, e parfect place 1o wabch the sunsal

Coma wiall this special hideaway above Kata. We will ba

B4Z1 Patak Sol 12 POE 18. Karon Post Ofice,

07E-333222, OT-ITeE546(oall)
skipperofiaclcom www beachesthairesort.com

ATSUMI VILLAS

Total tranquility in a tropical
garden setting in Rawai.
Kingsize bedroom, lounge/
kitchen, aircon, hot water,
UBC/DVD/stereo, POS
ADSL & phone, yoga &
massage. 2,500 baht a
night to 16,000 baht a
month, long stay. Please
call us for more informa-
tion. Tel: 01-2720571.

AIRCON ROOM

Air-conditioned room at
Patong Beach for only 375
baht/day. Email: mail@
paradizo.com For further
details, see our website at:
www.paradizo247.com

CONDO ROOM

4 rent. 5 min walk to Patong
Beach. Cheap price, sea view,
aircon, hot water, cable TV.
Tel: 09-6455134. Email:
js_0704@hotmail.com

FRIENDSHIP BEACH
Bungalow Resort has RE-
OPENED. Beautiful, seaside,
pool, restaurant. Yearly,
monthly, short- term rentals.
Located 2.6km south of
Chalong Circle. Please call for
more information. Tel: 09-
7272296.

PATONG CONDOS

Nicely decorated condos for
rent or sale. Located in central
Patong, behind Rat-U-Thit
200 Pi Rd. The rooms have
everything, fan and aircon,
kitchenette, fridge, cable TV,
access swimming pool. The
rental price is negotiable. Tel:
01-8948446, 09-8726895.
Email: sfrkata@hotmail.com

KAMALA

apartments for long let. Fully
furnished, aircon, shower,
cable, 56sgm. 10,000 per
month; 36sgm. 8,000 per
month. Quiet area, sauna,
Jacuzzi. Tel: 07-1904584.

Accommodation

Wanted

HOLIDAY APARTMENT
wanted. Australian looking
for a nice but not too expen-
sive 1-bedroom apartment in
or near Patong from March 1
to 17. No more than 1,500
baht per night. Must be very
good quality, air-conditioned,
secure, in a nice building, and
have cooking facilities. Please
email photos, location and
rates. Maid service also re-
quired. Email: frank_pelagic@
yahoo.com

SEEKING HOUSE
Looking to rent a 3-bedroom
house with 2 bathrooms.
Quiet area, garden, Kathu,
Phuket City, Chalong. Looking
for long-term as | have been
working in Phuket for the past
10years. Stayed 6 yearsin my
previous rented house. Price:
around 15,000 baht per
month. Please email with pho-
tos. Email: claudesauter@
hotmail.com

ROOM IN PATONG

I'm looking for a room in
Patong for 5,000 baht per
month. | live here so I'll prob-
ably stay at least a couple of
years. The room has to have a
bedroom, living room, bath-
room with HOT water, and
ceiling fans. A kitchen would
be abonus butis not essential.
But it MUST have a phone
line; if not, then | can’t stay
there. lhavea TV and a UBC
dish already so | don’t need
those. If you have a place that
fits my needs, please contact
me. Tel: 09-7305591. Email:
wilki77@ hotmail.com

3 BEDROOM + POOL
We are still looking for a three-
bedroom house with pool near
the QSI-Phuket school. Please
send an email with pictures
and a description of the loca-
tion. Tel: 09-677863. Email:
ddrill1964@yahoo.com

25% Discount on Classifiedsfor Shopper Card Holders

|F YOU...

Placeyour ad in these pages;
Present your Shopper Card; and
Pay for the ad at our offices,

you’ll enjoy a25% discount* AND haveyour ad appear freeof
chargein thePhuket Gazette Online.

With more than 10,000 visitors a day, the ISland Trader Onlineis
Thailand’'s most active classified marketplace.

* Ads may be submitted in person or online (phuketgazette.net/classifieds), but
must be paid for at the Gazette offices. The discount is not available when
payment is made at our agents.

The Phuket Gazette Co Ltd
367/2 Yaowar at Road, Phuket City
Tel: 076-236555 Fax: 076-213971

Building
Services

TCM Woodbliss

‘Whoodpnmer against inmmies,
furwg1 and wood-satirdg insecks
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TCM Asla Co., Lad,, Kamala, Pheiat
indfo@tcm-asia.com
Tol.: 06-9439634 | 07-2945624

P-CON

Phuket Construction
and Home Services Co Ltd
Roofing, floor, walls, tiles,
cleaning, painting,
plumbing, aircon,
electrical systems, repairs

and other work done by our
professional team.

Call: 06-5933464
Fax: 076-263204

Email:
p_con@thaimail.com

Household
Services

office : 076 324 400
24hrs: 01 60 60 200
Mwlmm

SPAS R US

Steam room/sauna and ac-
cessories, and portable hot
tubs from USA. Quality equip-
ment, designed and installed
for your needs. Business and
residential. California Spa
Design. Please call Tel: 076-
263269, 09-1950610.

CORRECT CLEANING
services for new building deliv-
ery; clean up old building be-
fore rebuilding. Please call for
more info. Tel: 076-280415,
09-7255194.

Do Not Drink

Tap Water!

home
services
500 sgm steel shed. 24-hr
rengvation « finishing security. Purpose-built stor-
age compartments. Call Tel:
alecirical » plumbing 01-0825707 for more info.
ir filn
alr conasaning SAFEWAY SELFSTORE
fiooring « rocfing Secure lock-up and covered
areas, 24-hr security. Tel: 01-
Hing + painting 8924804, 01-1251873. For
more information, please see
wondwark « stonewark our website at: www.
) safewayphuket.com
mitahwgrk » Rndscaping

ONE-STOP SERVICE
Handymen and home improve-
ment contractor available for
repairs and more. Floor/wall
tiling, painting, ceiling, lighting
system, kitchen, bathroom,
wood and furniture. Tel: 09-
5913996, 01-8953185.
Email: hservice@phuket.ksc.
co.th

View Thailand’s
LARGEST
portfolio of
Classified Ads -
nearly 3,000
of them!

See the
Phuket Gazette
Online at

www.phuketgazette.net

|
|
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] Thai Baht 8,000 for an overscas subscription (any country ouiside Thailand)

Bumame [as appears on card)

Lxp. Dhate:

[iate:

E-mail address:

Cirven nameds) (as on cand |

Would you like to keep up on what’s happening
in Phuket - the good, the bad and the bizarre?
Let ug share it with you - every week/

I TOh: The Fhuket Garette Co Lid, 36772 Yaowarat Roasd,
Amphor Muang, Phuket 33000, Thailand,

ive the PHUKET GAZETTE
year - 52 igcues!
: 1 hereby authorize payment against my Visa U / Mastercard U
1 [ Thai Baht 1,560 for Phuket Special Delivery (Phuket Istand only!)
1 L1 Thai Baht 2,800 for a demestic subscription (outside Phaket)
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PHUKET CBR PERSONAL ASSISTANT IN EUROPE
CB RICHARD ELLIS SEGHETAH? HE“U'HE“ gritiéh manager of&BIa(;)k
ea Coast property & pub-

lishing company wants to
employ a Thai person for
many different jobs. Visa
will be arranged for 3
months — if happy, ex-
tended. Pay is 200 euros
plus expenses all paid. Ac-
commodation arranged.
Meeting in Thailand. Ed
Vaan. Please contact by
email to: champagne@
worldemail.com

An internationally-managed OEM based
in Kathu/Phuket requires staff urgently.

Qualifications

® Femala;

Bachelor’s degree;

Knowledge of the English language;
Computer knowledge MS Office,
egpacialhy Exced,

Knowledge of Quickbaak = an
advaniage.

Continuing our expansion, we wish [0 recruil the following molivated stall who
believe in the future of Phuket and wanl a career with a responsible employes

1. Property Managar | Estate Managar

Diegrae in Business Administration, Hatel Maragemant ar related fisld
- Miin. 2 years axpeience n operalions and plaming of ofice buikdings and e
oandominivms, aparimend is an advaniage ¥
- Fast-mgwirg, and with an axcellenl albbuds 1o service L]
= Btrong analytical and problem-saiving skils and prowven feam keadership skils
- Excallant wriltan and spaken Engliah &

2. Assistant to Property Managar ! Site Administrator

- Female, age 22-28 yoars
- Degres in Accounting, Sacratanal Golage or any olhar mlabsd hakd
0-2 years’ working experienca
- Goed command of Engliah
= Compuier literale
- Good penonakly, hard waking and can work in 8 eam, sarvice-minded

3. Sales & Markating Officer

= Femade, about 23-29 years of age with bachelor's degree ar equivalent
- Gogd command of wiitien and spolan English
- Computer literain - Excel, Word, PossrPoint
- Fieasanl personalily, service-mindad
Able bo work extra bme # needed
4. Head of House Keeplng

- Miinimum of 4 years’ axpanance in controling slock, staMng Ratal or serdced apartments
= Fast maving & service mmded

- Proflam solving & laadersbip akils required

- Capable of reparing & cantroling expenditune

- Excallant apokan Erglish

5. Technicians

Higher wocabonal cerificase in Elecirical, Mechanical engnesring or any other medaded field
- Experiende in Al-Con, plumbing, swimming pood mamlenance, PABX sysiem.
= Fair command of English

6. Gardenars
- 2 yoErs wirking eperianca
- Strong analytical, problem-saking and proven fsam-lsadership skills
- Fair cormmarsd af Englah

7. Cooks

= Good personalkty
- High school cedificale

Good salary, bonus and accommodation
allawance.

Woadcraft International Co., Ltd.
#6/1 Prabarames Road Village Mo, & Kathu sub-district,
Kathu, Fhuket 83120 Thalland
Tel: Eﬁﬁl P6-3123535 Facsimile: (66) 076-323525

¢ {ba) 01-3054945
M:'._Wdeindlﬁ.‘lphuket.kr::.r.|:|.|h
wehsie hiip: / www. woodwind-group.com

STAFF WANTED

Office Administrator - must
be a computer user. Ac-
counting knowledge an ad-
vantage, able to speak En-
glish. College leaver consid-
ered. Training given. Contact:
Elle.

Programmer - experienced
web programmer to maintain
website and develop e-com-
merce. Knowledge of C lan-
guage an advantage. Con-
tact: Woranit

Thai nationals. Good salaries
based on age and experience.
Contact for details. Tel: 076-
313137,01-8912934. Fax:
076-313269. Email: admin@
phuketprogrammers.com
RECEPTIONIST/SALES
Urgently looking for 2 female

W URGENTLY REQUIRED
5 EARN 30,000.00 - 50,000.00 BAHT PER MOMNTH
&n Inbemakionasl comeeny specilizing in saes of unigue and exclusive

EroduEs [/  ervices Fis vacancows Tor

FEMALE SALES CONSULTANT <PHUKET BRANCH >
QuinklEcalions:
- 25-35 ot
e i
- Saif-mkivated, se¥-confident and able ko s=il
- Exjiarsaice wilh ceamabic produils or alhiaf Dypes ol perncnil sulking
ooeid be ussful but not necessa
Selociad candidates will racsive high earnings asd Tull
ooemprehensive training

EVISHSOH HAIR CHNTER THASEA LTMITED

8. Maids

Good pamsanalkty
- High school certificals

RECEPTIONIST

We're looking for female
Thai nationals to work as
cyber-cafll receptionists. 1
full-time, 1 nighttime (6 pm
to midnight). Possibility of
lodgings. The applicant must
speak English. Patong and
Phuket City area. Please
contact K. Yupha by email
or by phone. Tel: 076-341
255. Email: reservation@
liontchai.com

LIFE HOME
PROJECT

A local NGO urgently re-
quires a secretary. We re-
quire computer literacy —
Office 2, Excel, Word — and
Internet competence, good
command of written and
spoken English, and avail-
able immediately. Email:
lifethome@Iloxinfo.co.th

= Basic English commumication skills
- Ability 1o Cook European feod is an advantags

= Basiz English communication
- Basic gooking =kils is an advanlags

TIMESHARE SALES
Need experienced sales rep-
resentatives for the high sea-
son at a Gold Crown resort in
Samui. We have financing
available and pay all commis-
sions within two weeks on
full down financed deals. Lim-
ited amount of slots open. Pls
contact for more information.
Tel: 66-77413844. Email:
fred@samuipeninsularesort.
com

CHARTER MANAGER
Fluent written and spoken En-
glish. Second language would
be an advantage. Experience
in yacht-charter industry is a
must. Computer literate & able
to handle on-line booking pro-
gram. Experience in managing
staff, and in running back &
front office. Contact for full de-
tails. Tel: 076-273321. Fax:
076-238974. Email: marine@
thaimarine.com

caew, Muang, Phuket

Your apporiunity to join the largest international property consultancy firm and
build up your career in the property indusiry with CB Richard Ellis

Please apply in person or send your CV fo:

MAID NEEDED

Foreign couple is looking for
a live-in or full-time maid. Ba-
sic English required; location
is Rawai, close to Chalong
circle. Pls call for more info.
Tel: 09-4744083 or 01-
9872821 (in English).

RECEPTION STAFF

wanted. Young woman to
supervise room bookings and
assist in small Internet cafll.
Must speak English. Tel:
076-330484, 04-0635773.
Fax: 076-330173. Email:
johnnymc2 1@hotmail.com

Thai nationals to work as
cyber cafll receptionists/tour
sales on Koh Samui. Posi-
tions include accommoda-
tion. Applicants must speak
basic English. Tel: 077-413-
884, 01-5357768. Email:
yaaryron@hotmail.com

BI000

NEEDED URGENTLY
Maid & cook. Please call for
more info. Tel: 076-273427,
01-8295388.

SALES EXECUTIVE

Invited to apply for a chal-
lenging position in Phuket.
Franke (Thailand) will soon
open in Phuket and we
need a colleague to handle
and expand our business.
Requirements include: at
least 1 year of sales expe-
rience, preferably in kit-
chen equipment or sani-
tary ware, Thai nationals
only, bachelor’s degree,
aged up to 40 years, and
have a good command of
written and spoken En-
glish. Please email resumi
and cover letter to:

FTH-info@franke. com
www.franke.co.th

Find more Recruitment Classifieds at www.phuketgazette.net!

Phuket Gazette

The Phuket Gazrette seeks to Al the following positions:

I IT TECHMICAL SUPPODRT OFFICER
Responsibilities: The Techrical Suppart alficer will Iscus, &1 beast indialy, on hasdware and
Syslem mamnbenance, and nebaorng rcgig {TCPTP, LAMN)

w Maks gr lemaba, Tha: naticnalty

r Diplama or degree in compuiers or 8 related fekd

e i least 2 years' eXpenence i nemworkmg and harfware mainienance

w Goad interpersonal skills

w Goad command of Spoken Enghsh would be an advaniape

Il. REPDRTER

The successtul candidate will be a Thal national sath infEtiee, an oulgmng pessanality snd
plenty of cunpsity abnul the warld and hon 1T works, and & Keen imerest in spoes.

Algo esgential are the abiliy o0 cCOMMENICATE N EI'IE!IEH. hath spaken and writen, and a car
drivers licenge,

Il ASSISTANT DISTRIBUTION MANAGER
» Male or temale, Thai nationaliy
» Bachalor's degres in any fald
» Strong command of English would be an advantage
® Akl toweork a5 pan of a team
» Craalive and hard working

Ouel#fied candidates are mwitad 1o send a CV to Passara Ksewhwemroong, Human Resources, by
emed, fax ar post to:

The Phuket Gazetie Co Lid
=2 Yaowarat Bd, T Taladyai, A. Muang, Phuket 33000
Fax: 076 213301 Email; mem&@phuketgazanse.net
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X Dhukel o= ;
* kymffﬂ Sea |

The Tltimate Cudtural Theme Park L”

Phuket FantaSea, Phuket's premier nightiime attraction, 1s seeking
dynamie. highly motivated and service-minded professionals to
JOIn OuUr leam.

#* Director of International Public Relations
* Director of Marketing
* Director of Events

* Director of Food & Beverages

* Director of Training
Qualifications:

® Thu or foreign national, bachelor's degree in related Helds,
® 13- 5 vears” related experience,
® Excellent command of spoken English (or other foreign languages)

Interested candidates, please send resumé (in English)
1 to: Chief Executive Officer (Job Application}

Phuket FantaSea Public Company Limited |
99 M3 Kamala Kathu Phuket 83150 Fi
Fax: 076 385 166 Email: info@ phuket-fantasea.com
L] —_ - 0

- g s L " ! wiillll B

uhim pEiow Swwann daie

SALES ASSISTANT

L

| POSITION AVAILABLE WITH MARINE
SPARE PARTS COMPANY, LOCATED AT
PHUKET BOAT LACGCMIM.

» 2.3 YEARS EXFERIENCE IN SALES
GOOD COMMAND OF ENGLISH
FAIR COMPUTER SKILLS
ACCOUNTING KNOWLEDGE
PLEASANT PERSONALITY

PLEASE CONTACT KHUN TOI

TEL:076-238131, 01-8939174,
MONDAY TO SATURDAY 08.00 - 17.00 HRS

Qualifcations:
Thai fermiales, age noc over 30 years
- Wik BepEniance o f call cerdar @nyrorrment

|i_rr:|:-=|:|:r:-'\- st or tElemarketing )
a00d commurdcatione skills, relaia angd s iesi

so¥™ URGENTLY REQUIRED

Tha largaet network of Rair ad BCALD Covlars 0 tha warld
opersting for nearty 40 yesrs with 14 cerders in Thailand is
COMTINUING B0 axpand. We o aakEvg o Ml

FEMALE TELEMARKETER

[l i F, 7
SVERSON HALR DENMTER THASIA LEMITED
¥ LI . AL ¥ hal] T 15

LANGUAGE SCHOOL

Career positions! Needed ur-
gently. Become the principal
of Phuket's finest language
school. Degree in English,
admin experience, excellent
English skills and basic com-
puter knowledge required. Ex-
cellent salary & bonuses (ne-
gotiable). Tel: 01-9105152.

SALES & MARKETING
Assistant for real estate com-
pany in Patong. Thai national.
Good written and spoken En-
glish. Good interpersonal skills.
Computer knowledge: MS Of-
fice and Internet. Reliable and
enthusiastic. Tel: 076-340-
792, 07-8822856. Email:
info@phuket-tropical-
realestate.com

NANNY WANTED
urgently in Nai Harn area to
help take care of my 3 small
grandchildren. From 7 am till
1 pm, 6days aweek. Some En-
glish necessary. Good salary.
For information call Mirjam on
01 9202849 or Email:
mirrevdp@loxinfo.co.th

CORAL RESORT

Koh Chang urgently requires
hotel & restaurant manager, re-
ceptionist, cashier, bartender,
chef, cook and waiters. Experi-
ence amust. Please contact for
more info. Tel: 09-9112284.
Email: marc@coral-resort.com

Gazette Classads— 4,000 reader sa day!

Articles Boats & Marine
for Sale

LEE MARINE

Thailand's premesr yacht sales company

CHRONO WATCH

Stainless/gold, Breitling;
window-fitted aircon; rac-
ing bicycle, 58 cm; garden
chairs. Tel: 01-9092265.

TSUNAMI SALE

We have available goods
from our now-destroyed
spa at Nai Yang Beach
and seek interested par-
ties only (not traders). The
remaining items are in
fairly good condition.
Please contact for mopre
ionformatrion. Tel: 076-
205358, 09-6522585.
Email: asden@cscoms.
com

LEAVING PHUKET

Fridge/freezer, washing ma-
chine, dryer, drawers, outdoor
furniture (wood), 300 paper-
back books, stereo, fax, and
more. Please contact for more
information. Tel: 076-328097,
09-8713851. Email: siamlee
@phuketinternet.co.th

Find more Classified ads at www.phuketgazette.net/

38 Ft Prout Catamaran Thai Flagged
Fully equipped Searay 390
ready to sail 2 x 275 Caterpillar
THE 10,800,000 THE 7 500,000
contac contact
brokenEihaimanne gom b phanighaimaing G
O076-27 3464 07627 3464
TH Al TH Al
A A R r:-IE P B R II_T"E

For n Free-

OF - CHARGE
Insueance ouore
FOR YOUR ROAT
COMMERCIAL

OR PLEASURE

34-FOOT SAILBOAT
Thairegistered, 1995 Austra-
lian-built 34t sailing boat. Steel
hull, GPS, depth sounder, ra-
dios, complete refit in May
2004. Ready to sail. Ask for
pictures. Price: 1,900,000
baht. Tel: 01-8927847. Email:
colonapt@Ioxinfo.co.th

SPEEDBOAT

for sale. 28ft B.D. Flash glass.
Yamaha 200hp engine. Fits
20 people. 500L fuel tank .
495,000 baht. Pls contact for
more information. Tel. 01-
5399411, 06-7085424,
076-296295. Fax: 076-296-
295. Email: premiumbsp@
yahoo.com

SALE GLASTRON
195 SX

Imported from USA with 5.0-
liter Mercruiser V8 with Alpha
one drive (240 hours). Perfect
for water-skiing. Currently at
Ocean Marina, Jomtien, un-
der aroof. Price is 850,000
baht. Ifinterested please con-
tact K. Nong or Mr Herve
Mouly. Tel: 02-7511262, 01-
8685799. Fax: 02-7511
224. Email: herve.mouly

@asiamagnetic.com

25FT SAILBOAT

best offer. 7.7-meter, Thai-
registered sailboat, with lots of
extras. Fully insured. Must sell.
Best offer was 600,000 baht.
Any better offers? Tel: 66-
76383080, 06-9401860.
Fax: 66-76381934. Email:
bigasail@samart.co.th

SAILBOAT WANTED

Damaged sailboat wanted,
any condition. Will pay cash.
Pls contact for more info.
Tel: 038-624343 (Eng) or
038-621343 (Thai). Email:
revstephenb@hotmail.com
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__Bulletins
Alcoholic Anonymous

5 holding meetings in Englsh
Bt the folloming places:

Phuket City
Mission Hospital
o0 Wed and Sun & T pm
Bamghok Phuket Bospital

gl 7 pm

Pa
Patang Hosgital
on Mon, Tue, Wad, Set, S
af 7 pm ard on Fri 2% & pm

Archery

We are exploning the
possibility of setting
up a small Archery
Club on Phuket.

Interesied latent
Robin Hoods, with of
without experience,
should contact , . .
ey &0 lgnmuplmk el com

o telephone Litle John at
(76 271 (06

UNKNOWN

We are searching for an En-
glish-speaking male person
we rescued out of the water
at Yanui Beach. He was
badly injured and we gave
first aid and later we fixed
transport to Rawai Health
Station. His wife and daugh-
ter were alive but could not
be reached. Have to know he
made it! Please help us! Tel:
46-3126 3005. Fax: 46-
31263005. Email: heinz.kiso
@tele2.se

Business
Opportunities

MIMMI'S BUSINESS

with great potential due to ex-
tensive property development
in Rawvai and the surrounding
area. More than 150 seats,
spacious terrace area, large car
park. Private, with Chanote
title. 1 rai (1,600 sgm) of land
freehold. Saiyuan Rd, Nai
Harn. Tel: 01-8913095.
Email: mimmis@Iloxinfo.co.th

BAR/RESTAURANT

for sale in good location near
Nai Harn Beach. Large plot of
land/car parking. Fully
equipped: Pool table, UBC,
computerized music system,
seating for about 40. 4.5
years left on lease, rent
6,000 baht per month. Price
900,000 baht. Contact by
email for details and pictures.
Email: theboss@rawai.com

RENTAL COMPANY
Jeeps, rooms and bikes in
Ao Chalong with bar/restau-
rant. 700,000 baht. Tel: 06-
6897317.

BUNGALOWS

for sale. 9 bungalows and
restaurant for sale at Koh
Lanta. 1.5 million baht. 10
years left on lease. Tel: 01-
4897822.

BAR FOR SALE

Kata Center. Good location,
6,000 baht /month, 350,000
baht. Tel: 07-8814415.

FRIENDSHIP BEACH
Bungalow Resort has RE-
OPENED. Beautiful, seaside,
pool, restaurant. Yearly,
monthly, short- term rentals.
Located 2.6km south of
Chalong Circle. Tel: 09-727-
2296.

SOl BANGLA BAR

for sale. 1 year old. Owner
wants quick sale because of
death in family in England,
hence price: 1.38 million
baht ono. Tel: 04-8448232.

Rothermann 1998 (Thailand) Co Ltd
Hamburg-Bangkok-Phuked

Offers German-standard sarvice in:

- Wastowater recycling systems

- Neew or secondhand generators imporied from Germany
« MO8, DB power distribution

- Wiring design and installation

- Environmental applications

Please disturb us with your problems,
hio: e rathermannthal. com
Email: wattanai@rothermannthal.com
Tel: 02-6185825, 02-61874681, 01-6176313. Fax: 02-2701660

Club
Membership

DAY TRIP
TO RANONG

New double-decker tour
bus (not minibus), non-
smoking and smoking ar-
eas, toilet, films/music,
snacks and drinks on board,
buffet lunch. No extra to
pay; insurance liability
400,000 baht pp. Fully in-
clusive, only 1,300 baht.
Tel: 04-7457024 Email:
kingrw80@hotmail. com

ANEELE

LAGUNA GOLF
MEMBERSHIP

Individual (Family) mem-
bership at Laguna (Ban-
yan Tree) Golf Club for
sale. 295,000 baht, plus
57,500 baht transfer

INVESTOR

| am soon relocating to
Patong Beach. | am looking
to invest in a guesthouse
and/or bar or other on basis
of a working partnership.
Have international admin/
accounts background in
Australia. Please email de-
tails. Email: christianleo198
@hotmail.com

Business
Products &

Services
|

KITCHEN COTTONS

Suppliers and manufactur-
ers of the finest cotton de-
signs to accomodate the
catering trade. Napkins,
tablecloths, staff uniforms,
chefs’ jackets and more.
Please contact us for fur-
ther details. Tel: 076-
296839, 01-3261556.
Fax: 076-296840. Email:
kanthimak@hotmail.com

AAA STORAGE

# CLIMATE COMTROLLED

# STORRGE FROM 159 B PER MONTH

# SAFE, SECURE BUILDWE

i WE STORE EVERTTSING EnG AND SRALL

JESSE 06-7428743
STORETEARASTORAGEPHUNET.COM

fee. Email: lagunagolf@
hotmail. com

LET US SHARE
your problems and be a
part of your successful
business. Accounting and
auditing, business system
design, tax planning, finan-
cial planning, professional
solutions by a professional
consultant.

Contact: Kriangsak
Prateepvisut
Tel: 01-6424280
Email :
prateepvisut@hotmail.com

GOLF MEMBERSHIP
Phuket Country Club. 27
holes. 320,000 baht. Tel: 01-
1901205. Email: balipenang2
@yahoo.fr

FULL MEMBERSHIP
Loch Palm Golf membership
for sale. Pls contact for de-
tails. Tel: 01-3673106.

COMPUTER
SERVICES

We supply new & used
PCs & accessories. Repairs
& service. ADSL, LAN &
WLAN, GPRS. Need
Internet? No problem. Call
English Computerman at
Tel: 09-4735080.

INT'L DRIVERS
LICENSE

5,000 baht, valid up to 10
years, 6,000 baht valid up
to 20 years. Sole agent in
Thailand. Free pick up &
delivery, open 365 days a
year. Tel: 04-0068736.

SWIM IN
DRINKING WATER!

* almost no chlorine

* no burning eyes

* no bleached hair

* no salt or corrosion
Caribbean Clear

Water Treatment Systems
Tel: 06-6822639

Email:
nomochlo@yahoo.com

PHUKET

K.L. Mart
Patak Rd, Chalong

Sin & Lee

CASA DI MODA
Mr Subin and his staff wish
you and your family a warm

Taurus Travel

= e e T "r|"-;- rr.l":'_.lrr_,l

Yogn & Medilation
Conseling

Paychotlwerapy
Fasting & Detoxing

Call (3]-2720571
www alsumihealing com

LEARN THAI

at home. Conversation and
coursework with charming
Thai lady. Course books pro-
vided free. Also basic English
lessons for a Thai girlfriend.
Please contact for more info.
Tel: 076-398157, 01-797-
1497. Email: churee77@
hotmail.com

Personals

WANT SOME
ENCOURAGEMENT?

Would you like a free
weekly or daily email that
will give you encourage-
ment or inspiration? Send
a blank email to us to sub-
scribe, or visit our website
for more information.
Email:subscribe@
thoughtforweek.net For
more info, see my website
at: ThoughtForWeek.net

HONESTY

anywhere? 52-year-old re-
tired Aussie seeks genuine
life partner, but email-friend
first. Woman must be: 1.
Honest, 2. Honest, 3. Good
with English, 4. A person
who loves to laugh, joke, talk,
have fun, and with eyes that
‘light up” when she smiles.
Email: bigmudcrab@hotmail.
com

HANDSOME BELGIAN
Nice man, 55, is looking for
sweet, serious Thai woman
between 25 and 45. Please
Email: papito@skynet.be

NAVA Language School
Phang Nga Rd, Phuket City

Thalang Rd, Phuket City

Aroonsom Plaza Rat-U-Thit 200 Pi Rd, Patong Tel: 076 344521-2

BACKGAMMON
Retired businessman looking
for backgammon players on
Phuket Island. Please call if
interested. Tel: 076-386-
113,01-5778443.

13 DOGS SAVED
FROM TSUNAMI

A week after the disaster,
rescue workers found 13
dogs who are now owner-
less, on the tiny island of
Koh Piatthong, off the
coast of Khao Lak, where
only 87 people out of 400
made it through the tsu-
nami. The survivors live in
the forest with the deer
there and don’t want the
dogs, which are now “be-
hind bars” in the Phuket
pound. They are all mixed-
breed, very friendly,
people-oriented dogs and
need loving, caring homes
immediately. They appear
in good health, will all be
vaccinated, sterilized and
treated for whatever nec-
essary at no cost to the
new owner. Please,
please, don’t let these
dogs stay there a minute
longer — they have been
through so much already,
emotionally and physically.
For more photos and info
contact Margot at Tel: 09-
895-9965 or by email at:
margot@Iloxinfo.co.th
For further details, please
see our website at: www.
soidogfoundation.org

Do Not Drink

Tap Water!

Agents for Classified Advertising

Tel: 076-280400/3

Tel: 076-232398/9

Tel: 076-211230

welcome to Phuket and a very

pleasant holiday here! Let us
take care of your clothing
needs. Tel: 076-286384, O1-
8945055. Fax: 076-286385.
Email: mail@casadimoda.net
See our website at: www.
casadimoda.net

If an event isn't listed in the Gazette's Events Calendar

it probably isn't one.

List YOUR event now - It’sfree of charge.
phuketgazette.net/calendar
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Phuket’s Most Trusted &
Reputable Supplier of the Finest
Quality Used SALOONS,
SEDANS, JEEPS & PICKUPS

New cars or trade-ins —
we have what you're
looking for
For more info pls call us at
Tel: 076-224632, 216243
WWW.Suremotor.com

HONDA CIVIC

Honda Civic, 2002, top model,
very good condition, 51,000
km. Bronze color, leather inte-
rior, 6-CD player. 125,000
baht down payment, then
take over 36 installments @
13,720 baht per month.
Please contact Jenny at Tel:
076-344847,09-4744898.
Fax: 076-344847. Email:
jiranthanin_13@hotmail.com

50,000 BAHT

1980 Nissan Skyline. Silver
color, automatic, povver steer-
ing, aircon. Foreign owner leav-
ing Thailand. For sale to the
best offer. Tel: 076-225215.
Fax: 076-234832. Email:
eric@insurance-in-thailand.
com

HONDA CITY (2)

Two cars (Honda City) for
sale: one manual and one auto.
Owvners leaving Phuket. Good
condition. Tel: 076-328097,
09-8713851. Email: siamlee
@phuketinternet.co.th

‘69 VOLKSWAGEN

120,000 baht ono. Must sellas
| am moving to Vietnam. Call
Tel: 07-8875301 for details.

HONDA JAZZ

(leaving Phuket). We are leav-
ing Thailand: Great opportunity
to buy a 3-month-old Honda
Jazz VTEC. 4,000km only,
nighthawk black, with op-
tions... Price negotiable. Tel:
01-9190210, 09-9207311.
Email: tombarguil@yahoo.com

CITROEN AX 1.4i
Citroen AX 1.4i, 4-door,
1994, 149,000km, 98,000
baht. Please call Tel: 01-
2718635 for more informa-
tion.

VIOS SPORTY 2003

22,000km, in pristine condi-
tion. Runs beautifully. Only
250,000 baht down +
12,500/month for a little over
2 years. Tel: 04-0578981.
Email: ms_ mw@myway.com

MITSUBISHI EVOLUTION
1998 Mitsubishi CK2. Re-
cently entirely modified to
Evolution Il motor and Evolu-
tion IV body. Mint condition
and entirely revised by a spe-
cialized Mitsubishi garage.
Special Y-shaped 18" rims
with steel-lined race wheels.
4 blue neons under the car.
Black-tinted windows. 3
gauges. Tel: 07-1530431.
Email: frankcyberr@hotmail.

com

FORD 4X4
DOUBLE CAB

for sale by owner. Only
30,000km. 420,000 baht.
Tel: 01-8915325. Email:
jorg1@bkk4-.loxinfo.co.th

NISSAN FRONTIER
D-cab ZDi. Registered Octo-
ber 2003, only 27,000km, one
careful English owner with full
Nissan service history. Silver/
bronze with cream leather
trim. Perfect condition, good
savings on new car. 500,000
baht. Tel: 076-281464, 06-
7396029. Email: pketste@
yahoo.com

NISSAN FRONTIER
2003. Full Options. For sale by
original farang owner. Perfect
condition, must see to appre-
ciate. Diesel 3.0/Cab. No Ac-
cidents. Fiber utility box, roof
rack, running boards, bug pro-
tector/weather guards, liner,
central locking (remote), etc.
Regular maintenance, mostly
highway driven. Still under
warranty. 420,000 baht. Tel:
038-773388, 01-4800813.
Fax: 038-645472. Email:
dustbox32@hotmail.com

ISUZU 4-CAB PICKUP
4-door pick-up with hard top
on the back. 3 years old, silver
grey, mag wheels, electric
windows and mirrows, cen-
tral locking, 2 wheel drive,
manual gear, one owner, no
accidents. 3-liter turbo Diesel
(120 hp). Drives like a dream.
485,000 baht. Tel: 076-
296563, 09-8715642. Email:
termalou@Iloxinfo.co.th

TOYOTA PICKUP

4-door Toyota Hilux, about
12,000km. In very good con-
dition. Price: 240,000 baht.
Tel: 01-9797571. Email:
harryljunggren@hotmail.com

MISUBISHI PICKUP
L200, 5-speed, diesel motor
1985 model. Good condition-
mag wheels, roll bar, step
boards. 80,000 baht. Contact
K. Pimon at Tel: 076-260-
180, 09-1389987. Email:
kcbechtolt@hotmail.com

SUZUKI JEEP
Red Caribian for sale. Good
condition. Price: 120,000
baht. Tel: 01-8915474.

SUZUKI VITARA

1996, 5-door wagon 4x4, rain
shield, dark green.
199,000km. Excellent condi-
tion. 380,000 baht. Tel: 076-
289346, 01-6769336. Fax:
076-289348. Email:
pkeowan@e-mail. in.th

Have something to sell?
Tell the WORLD!

All CLASSIFIED ads in the Phuket Gazette
appear FREE OF CHARGE in the

Phuket Gazette Online

Always on top in GUOSIE
10-15,000 visitors a day!
Phuket Gazette.Net/Classifieds

Focused exclusively on Phulket -
and delivered to the world!

FOR SALE - ISUZU
ADVENTURE MASTER

Owvner relocating. July 2004
(7 months old). 3.0 Turbo Die-
sel automatic 7-seater. PAS,
C/, all extras. Stillunder war-
ranty, only 8,000km, excel-
lent condition. 875,000 baht
- no offers. Contact owner,
Chris James, at Tel: 07-982-
4663, 07-8935351. Email:
cjamestemplebar@yahoo.
co.uk

2004 FORD EVEREST
7-passenger, leather, CD,
aircon, diesel engine, 7 months
old, 22,000km. Excelent con-
dition. 940,000 baht. Tel:
076-383177,06-7786338.
Email: glennearnold@yahoo.
com

ISUZU RODEO

3.0 turbo, 4-door 4WD,
leather, private use only,
47,000km, with full Isuzu ser-
vice history. Top condition,
500,000 baht — fixed. Tel: 06-
0592404. Fax: 07-2725433.

Motorbikes

MOTORCYCLES
FOR SALE
Limited edition Nuovo, 6
months old, 500km,
40,000 baht. Nearly-new
Mio, only 1 month old,
600km, 32,000 baht. Tel:

09-5885692.

Need wheels?
www.phuketgazette.net

:h"; heels
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HONDA PHANTOM

2003 model in metallic
green. 200cc, 6,000km,
in new condition. First
owner. Asking price:
70,000 baht. Tel: 01-367-
0991.

HONDA WAVE 125R
Only 600km on the clock. In
showroom condition, this yel-
low and black Honda Wave
125R has an electric starter
and front disc brake. Re-adver-
tised due to time wasters.
Leaving Khao Lak sale. 37,000
baht. Tel: 09-6479450. Email:
kylielsmith@hotmail.com

J.R.D. QUEST 125cc
Yellow/black, one-year-old au-
tomatic motorbike in good
condition, for sale by first
owner. Only 5,000km. Price:
26,000 baht. Tel: 076-388-
226, 07-8938747. Email:
platinumresidence 1@hotmail.
com

SUPERBIKE

98 VTR 1000 for sale. Im-
maculate with twin yoshies
and ohlins fitted. 26,000km,
registered and only 1 ownerin
Thailand — me. 200,000 baht.
Contact me for more details.
Tel: 09-8877223. Email:
geordierobson@hotmail.com

HONDA WAVE 125

2 yearsold, 1 owner, electric
starter, disc brake, 16,000km,
silver with black, 25,000 baht.
Email: jefdejong@hotmail.com

HONDA VFR 800FI
1998, red. One farang owner
for past 4 years. Fully ser-
viced/maintained. New front
tire, chain, and brake pads.
Vance & Hines exhaust. Im-
maculate condition. 180,000
baht. Tel: 01-7531903. Email:
lab1bob@yahoo.com

Classified ads are charged per line. Each line is 80 baht,
with a minimum of 4 lines (heading included) per ad.

All advertising must be paid for in advance.
Deadline for Wheels & Motors page: Saturday 12 noon.

CLASSIC HONDA

1969 Honda CB 125cc. 2 ¢yl
inders, in good condition. Green
book! 20,000 baht. Email:
jefdejong@hotmail.com

JRD CITYSURFER

Yellow, automatic, good con-
dition. Only 20,000 baht ono.
Call now. Tel: 04-0578981.
Email: ms_mw@myway.com

A1 CAR RENTALS

Toyota cars & pickups for
rent. Special prices for long-
term rental. Includes first-
class insurance. Prices
range from 13,000 to
28,000 baht a month. Call
Tel: 09-8314703.

ISUZU D-MAX

wanted. Manual, any condi-
tion. Tel: 07-8866283. Email:
ra_klaus@yahoo.com

LOOKING FOR 4WD

| want to buy a 4WD pickup,
preferably has 4 doors and
within the years 2000-2003.
Tel: 01-4897822. Email: Ipj@
papillonlanta.com

GOODYEAR TIRES
Goodyear Wranglers: 31-
10.50-15 mounted on 15x8,
6-bolt aluminium wheels. Five
(5) tires and wheels like new.
2,000km on 4 and the spare is
new. Only 45,000 baht for all
five. For more information,
please contact us at Tel: 66-
98997127, or by email at:
trentongrover@yahoo.ca

Please use this form to write your classified advertisement.
Then hand it to any of our agents.
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WEJ’.':ﬂmE to our showraom

We offer you the widest range of
kitchen furniture and appliances

Teka Phuket Showroom
5215 Vichtsonghkram Road,

T Talad Mua, A& Muang, Phukel B3000
Tel OTE-2345083, 234661

Fax: 076-Z34660

Website: weas.ieka codh
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Get your Gazette Shopper Card today.
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