
AROUND THE NATION 7;
LIFESTYLE 13; KIDS 15; EARTH-
WATCH, HOROSCOPES 16; COM-
PUTERS, BOOKS 20; CLASSIFIEDS

29-35.

PLUS

NEWS: B2bn support for tsu-
nami-hit SMEs; Swedish PM
calls for probe into lack of
warning. Pages 2 & 3

INSIDE STORY: Kamala – Add-
ing insult to injury?

Pages 4 & 5

AROUND THE ISLAND: Getting
Krabi ship-shape again.

Page 6

TSUNAMI SURVIVOR: Gazette
columnist Franky Gun tries to
make sense of the horror in
Khao Lak.

Pages 8, 9, 10 & 22

REBUILDING: Relief work
photo special. Page 11

DIVING SPECIAL: A promising
bill of health for the Similans.

Pages 16 & 17

EDITORIAL AND LETTERS: Your
views on beach chairs and
more.  Pages 18 & 19

BUSINESS & MONEY: Hotel-
iers ask government for more
support; Money Talks. Page
21

SPORT & LEISURE: Local
charity sporting fixtures;
Phang Nga Bay Regatta to go
ahead. Pages  22 &  23

MOTORING: Volvo applies V8
va-va voom to the XC90.

Page 24

PROPERTY: Home of the
Week in Rawai; Chalong
Beach Villa update; Doven
meets Bob James.

Pages 25, 26 and 27

GARDENING: The delicate tale
of the orchid. Page 28

Patong plan
draws fire

January 22 - 28, 2005Volume 12  Issue 4 News Desk - Tel: 076-236555 Daily news at www.phuketgazette.net 20 Baht

The Gazette is published
in association with

IN THIS ISSUE

By Gazette Staff

By Gazette Staff

Airline set
to resume
routes from
Scandinavia

PHUKET: MyTravel Airways,
based in Copenhagen in Den-
mark, is to resume direct flights
from Scandinavia to Phuket In-
ternational Airport on February
3, bringing about 1,000 people a
week to Phuket and Krabi.

Torben Andersen, the
airline’s Head of Information
and PR, told the Gazette that the
first resumed flight will leave
Oslo, Norway, on February 3,
with another departing from
Stockholm on February 6, and a
third from Göteborg – also
known as Gothenburg – in Swe-
den, on February 8.

All flights will use Airbus
330s, each bringing between 360
and 405 passengers.

“This schedule will con-
tinue throughout the rest of the
northern hemisphere winter,
bringing around 1,000 tourists to
Phuket and Krabi each week,”
Mr Andersen said.

He explained, “Before
Christmas, we had six aircraft
flying direct from Scandinavia to
Phuket every week, and last sea-
son we carried around 70,000
Scandinavians to Phuket.

“We are providing flights
for our own tour operators –
Ving, Always, Saga, Tjaereborg
and Spies. The tourists will stay
in Krabi, Kata, Karon, Surin
Beach and Kamala. We have our
own resorts, such as the Jiva
Resort and Spa in Kata, and the
Surin Beach Resort in Surin.”

Mr Andersen added that
Danish tourists will be arriving
from February 1, when Britan-
nia Airways resumes its services
to Phuket, using a Boeing 767.

“We look forward to meet-
ing our many friends on the
beautiful island of Phuket,” he
said.

PATONG: The government plan
for rebuilding Patong has drawn
fire from those who previously
made a living from renting out
beach chairs and umbrellas, and
who claim that the proposed
changes would only add to the
losses they have already suf-
fered.

At a meeting at Patong
Municipality Office on January
14, Aumpian Thernthin, the
leader of the 55 rental operatives
in attendance, asked Patong
Mayor Pian Keesin and Phuket
Vice-Governor Winai Buapradit
for the plan to be changed, so it
“better reflects the real situation
in Patong”.

The plan, put together
quickly by a firm of architects
commissioned by the Tourism
Authority of Thailand (TAT) ad-
vocates a ban on sun loungers on
the beach, replacing them with
plastic mats for sunbathers to lay
on. The number of beach um-
brellas would be limited to
1,500, as against the 7,000 or so
that were on the beach before the
tsunami.

Between Pakbang Bridge
and Prachanukro Rd would be
earmarked for sunbathing; be-
tween Prachanukro Rd and Soi
Bangla, there would be a play-
ground and an area for sports
activities and between BanThai
Resort and Sawasdirak Rd there
would be a zone for restaurants
and nightlife entertainment ven-
ues that would extend back past
Rat-U-Thit 200 Pi Rd.

The beach chair and um-
brella operators are pushing for
three changes to the plan: to in-

crease in the number of beach
umbrellas to 2,000; to scrap the
zones and to scrap the ban on
beds and chairs on the beach.

“The tourists will get sand
in their faces if they have to lie
on the mats stipulated in the plan,
so I doubt they would want to
rent them,” said K. Aumpian.
“Plus, it’s unfair to Patong
people, because the beds and
chairs would still be allowed at
the other beaches, such as Kata,
Karon and Surin.”

V/Gov Winai argued that a
beautiful beach would be the
best way to help Patong recover,
because it would attract more
tourists, but he said he would
present the traders’ requests to
the government.

SPA Architects presented a

plan to rebuild Patong Beach, at
a cost of 550 million baht, to
Governor Udomsak Usawarang-
kura, Patong Mayor Pian Keesin
and tourism industry leaders on
January 12.

Mayor Pian agreed with the
idea of limiting the number of
beach umbrellas. “This plan will
return Patong Beach to its previ-
ous beautiful condition, and
show the world that this is a
beach to visit,” he said.

In Kamala, meanwhile,
people who lost homes and busi-
nesses along the seafront were in
debate with the Governor as the
Gazette went to press, angry af-
ter being told that they may not
rebuild.

The pain of Kamala: page 4
Readers’ views: page 18

Patong Beach, and not a beach chair in sight. The government
would like to keep it that way, but locals disagree.
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IRELAND: Dublin is a city
famed for its connections with
such literary giants as WB Yeats
and James Joyce, and now young
writers from Phuket have a
chance to sample its delights –
free.

The national winners of the
2nd annual Junior IMPAC Dub-
lin Literary Awards for Thailand
will each win a trip to Dublin, to
attend the Senior Dublin Literary
Awards, currently the world’s
richest literary prizes.

The aim of the Junior
IMPAC Dublin Literary Awards
is to promote creative English-
language writing among Thai-
land’s high school students.

Students – Thai and non-
Thai – aged between 14 and 18
on April 1, 2005, have until Feb-
ruary 15 to submit an essay of
between 800 and 1,200 words on
“My Thailand, My Dream”.

The regional winners, Thai
and non-Thai, will receive
10,000 baht, and will be entered
into the national competition.
There will also be two “merit
awards” per region, of 5,000 baht
each.

The overall national win-
ners – Thai and non-Thai – will
also win a trip to Dublin, each
accompanied by one parent.

The Junior IMPAC awards
for Southern Thailand are spon-
sored by international productiv-
ity consultants IMPAC and En-
terprise Ireland, and are organ-
ised by The Nation, Nation Jun-
ior and the Phuket Gazette.

More information about the
contest is available from K. Pam
at pam@phuketgazette.net.

PHUKET CITY: Latin American pop
singer Ricky Martin arrived in Phuket on
January 13 and met with Interior Minis-
ter Bhokin Bhalakula at the Phuket Pro-
vincial Hall.

The Puerto Rican idol, on his first
trip to the island, is here to provide assis-
tance to orphaned survivors of the tsu-
nami.

K. Bhokin, who conferred with the
singer in private, said that the singer said
he had found the kindness of Thai people
similar to that of people in his native

Puerto Rico. “He wants to help with re-
building schools or providing homes for
orphaned children. He has also expressed
a desire to donate educational equipment
to students,” he said, adding that the For-
eign Affairs Ministry would coordinate
the aid effort with the Ricky Martin Foun-
dation.

The Foundation was established to
prevent sexual exploitation of children.

Following the meeting the singer
went off to tour parts of the island affected
by the tsunami.

A large crowd turned out to rub shoulders with
Ricky Martin at Phuket Provincial Hall.

Ricky Martin comes to help

PHUKET: Microsoft Thailand
has agreed to replace software
and user licenses damaged or lost
in the tsunami.

Andrew McBean, Manag-
ing Director of Microsoft Thai-
land, has announced, “Anyone
who has lost or has had genuine
Microsoft software and/or li-
censes damaged in the affected
areas can call our call center and
we will replace the licenses and
media free of charge.

“We have already called all
companies in the area who have
registered their software with us
to offer them assistance in this
regard. However if customers
have any doubt, or any questions,
please do not hesitate to call our
call center.”

Contact numbers for the
call center are Tel: 02-6320860-
3, 02-6320380-1 or (toll free):
001-800-441-0560 (in Thailand).
Press 4 for Thai language.

The center may also be
reached by email at: seahelp@
microsoft.com

Hours of operation are 7:30
am to 6 pm, Monday to Friday,
and 9 am to 1 pm on Saturdays
(excluding public holidays).

Microsoft will
replace lost or
damaged
software, free

PATONG: Industry Minister
Pongsak Raktapongpaisan an-
nounced on January 13 that the
Office of Small and Medium
Enterprises Promotion (OSMEP)
has earmarked 2 billion baht from
its Venture Capital Fund to buy
between 10% and 49% interest
in tsunami-affected SMEs in or-
der to provide much-needed cash
flow.

There will be no interest
levied on the capital injection nor
will the OSMEP claim any share
of profits from the companies
that join the project.

However, the companies
that opt to sell shares to the
OSMEP must buy back the stake
in the company no more than
seven years from the date the
stock was transferred.

K. Pongsak added that the
OSMEP has deployed four mo-
bile units on a six-month mission
to provide assistance to SMEs in
Phuket, Phang Nga, Ranong and
Krabi.

At the Baan Sukhothai Ho-
tel, where the headquarters for
the mobile units has been set up,
K. Pongsak said, “I will do my

best to take care of business
people, and if they are not satis-
fied with our efforts they can con-
tact me at the Industry Minister’s
office in Bangkok.” K. Pongsak’s
Bangkok office number is Tel:
02-2023100-3.

Krivuthichai Treekrutapan,
Chief Financial Officer and part-
ner of the Best Western Palm
Galleria Resort at Khao Lak,
which was scheduled to open on
December 31 but suffered some
50% damage in the tsunami, said,
“I think the government is going
about this the right way. It’s good

B2bn support pledged
for tsunami-hit SMEs

to see the Minister is willing to
deal with problems himself.”

SME owners may contact
the mobile unit headquarters at
the Baan Sukhothai Hotel at Tel:
076-340195-6 ext. 521, 06-
2764742, 07-2807913, 04-843-
5527, 04-8415389 or 04-839-
7250.

The main office of the
OSMEP is at 17th floor, 21
Wipawadee-Rangsit Rd, Chatu-
chak, Bangkok 10900. Tel: 02-
2788800 Fax: 02-2738850. E-
mail: info@sme.go.th; Website:
www.sme.go.th

OrBorJor tax break for hotels
PHUKET CITY: In order to help
soften the blow to Phuket’s tour-
ism industry caused the tsunami,
the Phuket Provincial Adminis-
tration Organization (OrBorJor)
is exempting all hotels from the
controversial 1% rooms tax for
the first nine months of 2005.

Explaining why the exemp-
tion was being applied to all ho-
tels, and not just those with struc-
tural damage, OrBorJor Presi-
dent Anchalee Vanich-Thepabutr

said, “All Phuket hotels have
been affected because there are
so few tourists now. The hotels
have to take care of their staff,
so the OrBorJor is granting this
exemption to help them recover.”

She said, however, that ho-
tels would be required to resume
payment in October this year.

K. Anchalee added that the
OrBorJor has set up an emer-
gency fund of 48 million baht to
help tsunami victims.

A chance to
follow in the

footsteps
of giants

of literature
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PHUKET: Swedish Prime Min-
ister Goran Persson has called for
an investigation into why no
warning was issued in the hours
before Thailand was hit by a tsu-
nami that killed more than 5,000
people including, possibly, as
many as 1,000 Swedes.

Speaking during a visit to
Phuket on January 17 with his
counterparts from Norway and
Finland, Kjell Magne Bondevik
and Matti Vanhanen, Mr Persson
said he had requested that the
Thai authorities examine the cir-
cumstances surrounding the tsu-
nami, and added that Thai Prime
Minister Thaksin Shinawatra had
“gone along with” the request.

Mr Persson said, “The in-
vestigation should ask, when it
happened, what did the Thai au-
thorities know? How was [the
information] handled? Why
wasn’t it distributed?

“There may be a good ex-
planation, but there is a need for
an explanation; so many people
have died that it is a necessity.”

He continued, “It is impor-
tant to say that many Europeans,
including Swedes, want to come
back to this wonderful country,
but [their return] goes hand-in-
hand with security and safety, and
an investigation is part of that.”

Mr Persson added that les-
sons should be learned from the
tragedy, giving building safety  as
an example. Someone, he said,
should examine the reasons why
some buildings were “completely
eradicated” while others were left
standing.

There have been reports
that the search for bodies was
winding down, but Mr Persson
said he had been told this was not
the case.

He said, “The Prime Min-
ister has assured us that the
search will continue … and he
also said that if we ask the au-
thorities to search in specific ar-
eas, they will support us in this.”

Swedish PM calls
for probe into lack
of tsunami warning

He stressed the importance
of identifying bodies. “It’s in line
with having as many [victims] as
possible back home again, and
having the possibility for those
who lost their families, or part of
their families, to make their fare-
wells through a funeral,” he ex-
plained.

Mr Persson added that a
joint Swedish-Norwegian consu-
late is to be established in Phuket,
mainly to support the relatives of
victims. He said, “Many people
in Sweden and Norway will want
to come back here to have a time
of reflection and mourning at the
place where their loved ones
died.”

Before arriving in Phuket,
the three prime ministers stopped
in Phang Nga, where they met
PM Thaksin, Interior Minister
Bhokin Bhalakula and the Min-
ister of Natural Resources and
Environment, Suwit Khunkitti,
as well visiting Khao Lak and
Wat Yan Yao, where thousands
of bodies are being stored.

All three expressed their
admiration for the forensic teams
working to identify the deceased.

Norwegian Prime Minister
Mr Bondevik told journalists that
visiting the place where the
corpses are being examined,
“was like being on the doorstep
of the realm of death”.

By Kamol Pirat

Goran Persson: so many people
have died that an explanation
is a necessity.

Mascot Gokgig stood up to be counted at the launch of the
Helping Tsunami Victims Through Dogs project by the Rotary
Club of Phuket, the Raksatt Small Animal Hospital & Pet Shop
and the Chaipak Dog Training Center.

The coordinator of the Helping Tsunami Victims Through
Dogs project, Anupan Boonchuen, noted that dogs can help relieve
the suffering of tsunami victims by providing companionship,
thereby making them feel less stressed.

He said the group also plans to promote adoption of dogs
and will put up a list of available animals on its Thai-language
website soon. For details, contact the Rotary Club of Phuket at
Tel: 076-211097 or Raksatt Small Animal Hospital and Pet Shop
at Tel: 076-211549.

PHUKET: The Phuket Provincial
Administration Organization
(OrBorJor) is planning to estab-
lish and operate its own 8.8-mil-
lion-baht emergency radio net-
work and warning system in or-
der to help prevent a repeat of the
December 26 disaster.

The idea is the brainchild
of OrBorJor President Anchalee
Vanich-Thepabutr, who said her
own efforts to coordinate an
emergency response to the tsu-
nami failed when mobile phone

OrBorJor alert system in the works
networks became jammed and
could not be used.

K. Anchalee’s plan in-
volves the installation of 11 re-
peater antennae, at a cost of
800,000 baht each, providing
coverage at all island beaches.

 OrBorJor personnel in
watchtowers would keep a sharp
eye on the sea for any irregulari-
ties that might constitute a dan-
ger. If a tsunami approached,
people on the beaches could be
warned to evacuate via loud-

speakers set up at the beaches and
by members of the OrBorJor
beach guard, who would receive
the warning by walkie-talkie. K.
Anchalee said she prefers not to
wait for the government’s early-
warning system. “That will take
a long time to set up and will in-
volve a great deal of international
cooperation,” she said.

“I believe this network will
save lives, and the OrBorJor has
sufficient budget to set up and
operate the system on its own.

ANDAMAN: The Tourism Au-
thority of Thailand (TAT) is hop-
ing to launch a “Tsunami Trail”
tour in March, in collaboration
with private tour companies.

Sethapon Chindanon, the
TAT’s Regional Director for the
Americas, told the Gazette that
the tours would be aimed initially
at the Thai market.

“We’re discussing the idea
with tour firms, airlines and ho-
tels, and are trying to decide
which sites tourists should visit
– damaged and undamaged,”

TAT planning ‘Tsunami Trail’
He added that the Tsunami

Trail will include a visit to a res-
cue center, temporary housing
and – if they have been built by
then – a memorial area and a cen-
ter for orphans, with the aim of
allowing visitors to make dona-
tions to victims.

“We would like them to see
that only some places were dam-
aged.

“I expect that this tour will
at least help people feel more
confident about traveling to the
Andaman provinces,” he added.

PHUKET CITY: Canadian Prime
Minister Paul Martin on January
16  visited Phuket and offered his
country’s help in restoring the
coastal environment and estab-
lishing a tsunami early warning
system.

Vice-Minister for Foreign
Affairs Sorajak Kasemsuvan said
Mr Martin expressed great sym-
pathy for tsunami victims, and
added that his country would sup-
port the recovery of the tsunami-
affected areas.

“The Canadian Interna-
tional Development Agency will

help with the environmental re-
covery of coastal areas and with
technical information for an early
warning system,” said K. Sora-
jak.

Meanwhile, on January 16,
an aircraft laden with medical
supplies, tents, sleeping mats,
blankets and 75 tons of food do-
nated by the government of Saudi
Arabia arrived in Phuket.

The aid items, flown to
Phuket on a special relief flight,
were handed over to Interior
Minister Bhokin Bhalakula at
Phuket Provincial Hall.

Help from Canada and Saudis
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R esidents of Kamala
are incensed at the
government’s plan to
redevelop the area af-

ter the tsunami and claim that
government aid has been poorly
coordinated and slow to reach
them. Even worse, they say, is the
government’s refusal to allow
them to rebuild homes and tour-
ism businesses, for many their
sole source of income.

Before the tsunami the
sands of Kamala Beach were
lined with everything from mas-
sage parlors to Internet shops.
Many of these were swept away
or damaged, and now the govern-
ment wants to use the disaster as
a chance to wipe the slate clean
and redevelop the area in a more
orderly fashion, as recommended
by the Office of Tourism Devel-
opment.

The responsibility for car-
rying out the plan falls to Phuket
Governor Udomsak Usawarang-
kura, who thinks it will be a good
chance to deal finally with the
long-standing problem of en-
croachment on public land that
many feel has blighted Kamala’s
attractiveness for foreign tourists.

Everybody agrees that the
area was poorly regulated before
the tsunami, but when the gov-
ernment erected signs along the
beach threatening to take legal
action against anybody rebuild-
ing in the area, tempers flared and
some 200 villagers converged on
Kamala Police Station, demand-
ing to meet the Governor.

needs to be set up to manage the
funds.

“Kamala villagers can ap-
ply to the OrBorTor for compen-
sation, which will be limited to a
maximum of 30,000 baht a per-
son,” he said.

But for the people most
badly affected, it will likely be a
case of too little, too late.

Speaking at the spot where
her restaurant, bungalow opera-
tion and home once stood, Sunee
Sannam, 46, said that the people
who have lost the most have re-
ceived very little from the gov-
ernment, and getting money from
non-government agencies tended
to be a matter of being in the right
place at the right time.

“There was an association
that came to donate, but it’s dif-
ficult to get assistance unless you
happen to be at home when they
arrive,” she said.

ADDING 

Under the government’s redevelopment scheme for Kamala,
structures built within 20 meters of the high-tide mark, such as
these, sit on public land and cannot be rebuilt. Residents say the
rule is robbing them of their only means to recover from the
disaster – the ability to make a living.

Many of them were resi-
dents of Moo 3 who have lost
their homes and businesses, and
now feel the government is tak-
ing away their only avenue to
recovery – the right to work.

Working to help them has
been Kamnan (village headman)
Sanoh Ploykhao, who has been
busy signing papers and dealing
with all the paperwork needed for
them to obtain financial assis-
tance from the government.

“So far the Kamala Tambon
Administration Organization
(OrBorTor) has paid out 15,000
baht in compensation to the rela-
tives of those who died in the tsu-
nami and 2,000 are now unem-
ployed,” he said.

He added that the OrBorTor
has also received some 378,000
baht in private donations, but that
none of this has yet been distrib-
uted because a committee still

The government’s stated aims in the post-

tsunami clean-up of Kamala has villagers up

in arms. They fear that, having been victims

of the wave, they will now also be victims

of hastily-made, inflexible government

decisions. Gategaeo Phetsawang reports.
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“We have been here for a
long time. I had a small restau-
rant on the beachfront, but now
there is nothing left. My home
and nine bungalows were all de-
stroyed, so now I have to go stay
with my sister in Bang Tao,” she
said.

“Before, I made at least
1,000 baht a day selling food and
drinks. I hope the government
will repair our houses and shops
so we can start our business
again. Even though I am afraid
that there will be another tsu-
nami, I still want to stay here. We
have been here for a long time,
for generations. If we can’t live
here, where can we go?” she
asked.

INSULT TO INJURY?

“Recently we were told
that the OrBorTor was distribut-
ing money to victims. I went
there and waited. There were
200 people standing in line in
front of me just to get 100 baht
each.

“The people who are suffer-
ing the most aren’t getting much
help from the government. If they
want to help the right people,
they should actually walk
through each damaged house and
pay according to the amount of
damage,” she said.

Kamnan Sanoh explained
that there were 15 volunteers
from a government school in
Prachin Buri who were doing just
that, but admitted that much of

the relief money released so far
had been distributed in a haphaz-
ard fashion.

“Before, there were other
organizations that came to donate
money to villagers as well. But
they didn’t check if people who

received money were really tsu-
nami victims.

“Many of the real tsunami
victims were too afraid to come
back to the area, while other
people who weren’t really vic-
tims pretended to be, and took the
donated money instead,” he said.

He added that many own-
ers of homes and shops who were
not being allowed to rebuild
would be relocated to an area
near Kamala Police Station,
where the government would
build new homes for them at a
maximum cost of 100,000 baht
each.

Kamnan Sanoh told the
Gazette that Governor Udomsak
had decreed that all buildings
along the shoreline must be de-
molished, after which time some
could be rebuilt by the govern-
ment at a cost of 100,000 baht
each if they met zoning regula-
tions, such as being more than be-
ing 20 meters from the high-tide
mark.

“That means people will
become displaced. And in other
cases, is it really worth demol-
ishing everything and then re-
building? There are three Thai-
style homes that cost over three
million baht to build and were
only slightly damaged by the tsu-
nami. Is it worth it to demolish
them and replace them with
homes that are built for 100,000
baht?”

“The governor just makes
resolute decisions without listen-
ing to the people. He says that
they are encroaching on public

land, but the villagers know that
their families have been living
there for hundreds of years,” he
said.

“I checked on a map at the
Land Department and found that
the Kamala Beach Hotel & Re-
sort and Baan Kamala School
occupy areas zoned in the same
way as the land the villagers live
on, so if they want to demolish
the village they should demolish
those buildings as well,” he said.

Anek Sarakom, who used to
double as both a beach chair op-
erator and taxi driver, said that a
100,000-baht house with two
bedrooms wouldn’t be enough
for his large family to live in and
said that what he wanted was not
free accommodation, but an op-
portunity to earn a living.

“All the beach chairs were
swept away by the tsunami. Some
operators bought them on credit,
so how can they pay back their
loans?  If we have work, we will
be able to support ourselves and
we won’t have to wait around for
handouts from the government,”
he said.

“The governor’s policy
seems to be that he doesn’t want
us to work. We aren’t afraid of
natural disasters now because we
understand them. What we do
fear is disasters inflicted upon us
by the government,” he said.

‘If we can’t live here, where can we go?’ Sunee Sannam amid the wreckage of her home and the
nine bungalows she used to rent out, all threatened by government policy.
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By Robert Reynolds

Putting Krabi back on its fleet

One of the first sights to
greet visitors to the
beaches of Krabi
Province and sur-

rounding areas in the past was the
longtail boats.

These boats, which can
maneuver in the shallow waters
that characterize this region,
serve a wide variety of purposes:
as water taxis to the many island
beaches, as tour boats, as plea-
sure fishing boats and as com-
mercial fishing boats.

The long-tails provide em-
ployment for many of the local
population and sustain many
families. So when the tsunami
hit, and almost all the longtails
were destroyed, many local
people were immediately and di-
rectly affected.

According to Keratesuk
Phukaoluan, the Mayor of Krabi,
all but six of the 400 longtails
registered in Krabi were lost or
damaged on Dec 26. Some 100
boats were reported lost at Koh
Lanta, with the majority of the
fatalities on that island being
fishermen who died trying to
save their boats.

Immediately, salvage and
repair work got underway in
many locations. Since Ao Nang
is the transportation hub for the

local area, and is accessible by
road from the beach, much of the
activity was located there.

Two days after the disaster,
a crane was brought to Haad
Napporat Thara Beach. The flat
beach there – Ao Nang has a sea
wall – provided easier access for
the machines used to retrieve
damaged boats from the sea.

The bay looked placid, with
two or three damaged boats pro-
truding from the water, but be-
neath the surface lay dozens of
longtails in various states of de-
struction.

A local body, “The Foun-
dation for the Repair of Long Tail
Boats in Krabi after the Tsunami”
was established, overseen by lo-
cal officials.

Students from the local
technical college provided the
manpower to lift the boats onto
the makeshift dry docks. On the
first morning, an impressive 15
boats were pulled from the sea.

Then the work began.
Wood, nails and other materials
were supplied by the foundation
and owners were also given
money to buy replacement en-
gine parts, shafts and propellers.
Mechanics from Surat Thani
helped with the repairs, free of
charge.

Amazingly, within a few
days, the first boat repaired un-

der the auspices of the founda-
tion was relaunched. With much
fanfare, Mayor Keratesuk cer-
emonially pulled this first boat
into the water.

Similar efforts have taken
place throughout Krabi Province.
The Koh Lanta Fishermans’
Fund was established to repair
and replace boats there, with
Charuwan Sathityanakool, the
manager of Bangkok Bank in
Trang, appointed fund trustee.

More information on this fund,
and other relief efforts in Koh
Lanta, can be found at www.
kolanta.net

Local representatives have
been on hand to determine what
needs to be done to each boat,
with a similar procedure taking
place in Koh Lanta, where the
fund is providing materials and
parts, but no cash.

The work hasn’t stopped
here. In Ao Nang, some 30 boats

had, at the time of writing, been
relaunched, while another 62
were still under repair. With the
average repair bill per boat com-
ing to around 20,000 baht, larger
foundations, such as the Sri-
phong Phukaoluan Foundation –
www.krabirelief.com – have
stepped in to help. Repairs for
engines and shafts will increase
the bill to the 35,000-to-50,000
baht range.

While various agencies are
hard at work helping owners to
rebuild their boats, getting the
tourists – the mainstay of the
longtail boat owners’ livelihoods
– to come back to southwest
Thailand may take longer and be
a great deal more costly.

Left: The first of the longtail
boats ready to be relaunched.
Above: The remains of the
longtail fleet smashed at Haad
Napporat Thara.
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Around the Nation news roundup
is sourced from the pages of The
Nation and Kom Chad Luek
newspapers.

The December 26 tsu-
nami has affected an es-
timated 53,203 people
and damaged over 9 bil-

lion baht worth of assets in the
six affected southern provinces,
said Chanchai Soontaramut,
Deputy Permanent Secretary at
the Interior Ministry.

K. Chanchai, also deputy
director of the government’s
main Tsunami Relief Center, re-
ported that of the 53,203 affected,
5,303 were killed – 1,790 Thais,
1,354 foreigners and the rest of
undetermined origin – while
6,065 Thais and 2,392 foreign-
ers were injured. Another 3,396
are missing, he said.

Of 7,053 houses damaged,
3,674 were completely destroyed
and 3,379 partially damaged, he
added.

K. Chanchai said assets
worth 9.17 billion baht were
damaged, including about 2,389
rai of ruined farmland; 1,224 fish
and shrimp farms; 651 water buf-
faloes and cattle, 744 goats and
4,044 poultry killed; and 1,214
large fishing boats and 4,337
smaller fishing vessels destroyed
or damaged.

About 6,200 rai of beaches
and 555 rai of mangrove forests
were severely damaged; 500 rai
of forest was destroyed; and 222
fresh-water wells and 50 artesian
wells were ruined in the disaster.

Calamity and culture: The Cul-
ture Ministry will propose that
the government build a 250-mil-
lion-baht museum in the South to
educate citizens about tsunamis
and commemorate those who lost
their lives in the disaster.

Permanent Secretary Khun-
ying Dhipavadee Meksawan said
the project, to be organized by the
Office of Contemporary Art and
Culture, would include construc-
tion of tsunami memorials at six
sites, including Patong and Ka-

Catastrophe: Just a few of the hundreds of stray cats and
dogs that were rounded up for removal from the Phi Phi Islands,
where health officials fear their presence could spread disease.

The cost: 53,000 affected, B9bn lost

mala in Phuket, Khao Lak and
Ban Nam Khem in Phang Nga,
and on the Phi Phi Islands in
Krabi.

There would also be a large
tsunami museum on a five-rai site
yet to be selected, possibly in
Phuket. An initial design for the
museum has already been pre-

sented and its construction could
be completed within one year,
she said.

Islands in the stream: Hotel
operators on Koh Chang and Koh
Samui have experienced ex-
tended high seasons as a result
of the tsunami’s destruction of

beach destinations on the Anda-
man coast.

While the high season on
the islands usually slows in the
first or second week of January,
there has yet to be a fall in the
number of tourists arriving, resort
operators have said.

Khanittha Manoon, of the
four-star Panviman Koh Chang
Resort, said there have been no
room cancellations and occu-
pancy has topped out because
tourists are extending their stays
and new guests keep arriving.

Ruengnam Jaikwang of the
Samui Tourist Association re-
ported a larger than usual num-
ber of room reservations on Koh
Samui as tourists look away from
the Andaman coast. There are
also more tourists from Scandin-
avia, he said.

There are currently some
30,000 tourists occupying the
13,000 rooms on the island, he
said.

Sinking feeling: The seismic
hazard level of the South might
have to be increased from “zero-
low risk” to “moderate-fairly
high risk” because the recent
Sumatra earthquake has had a
profound effect on the region’s
geological structure, said Assoc
Prof Panya Charusiri, of Chula-
longkorn University’s Depart-
ment of Geology.

The most visible indicators

are the ongoing soil collapses,
which have created a series of
sinkholes all over the region. The
largest of the 18 holes found by
the Department of Mineral Re-
sources is in Nakhon Sri
Thammarat; it is 20 meters in di-
ameter and 10 meters deep. Four-
teen of the 18 sinkholes were
found in Satun province.

“This is part of the after-
shock effect, which could last
several months. We are lucky that
the sinkholes have so far mostly
occurred in forests or on farm-
land. Imagine what would hap-
pen if they took place in the
middle of a town,” he added.

Staying sane: More than 5,000
people in tsunami-hit areas have
sought psychiatric counseling,
but only 11 of them are thought
to be in need of hospital treat-
ment, said Dr Vachira Pengchan
of the Department of Mental
Health.

Of the 11 patients admitted
to Suan Saranrom Psychiatric
Hospital in Surat Thani, eight
had a history of mental problems
and only three others needed to
be hospitalized because of ex-
treme anguish brought on by the
disaster, he said.
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I
have known hardship be-
fore. I found myself to-
tally broke twice; I’ve
been backstabbed by
business partners and so-
called “good friends”

countless times and I once spent
seven long hours drifting at sea
at night with 13 other people
when the small ferry we had
taken sank between Koh Rok and
Koh Ngai, well
off the coast of
Krabi. Fortunate-
ly, we were even-
tually rescued by
a fishing boat.

But compar-
ed with the events
of December 26,
all of that was a
walk in the park.
I am an Aquarius,
born January 25,
1965, and had al-
ways been an en-
thusiastic swim-
mer, diver and all-
around lover of
the sea.

Little did I
know that on that
day I was about to
experience the
rage and power of
the Andaman Sea
in a closer and
more painful way
than any I could
have ever imag-
ined in my worst
nightmares.

I don’t love
the sea anymore – I can tell you
that much. The wave came with-
out warning, a swift and stealthy
killer that took both of my be-
loved parents, great friends and

neighbors and wonderful pets. It
swept away everything I worked
so hard to create throughout my
life before that day – and it was
all over in just seconds.

The most tragic part of the
story is that Thailand’s foremost
meteorological experts appar-
ently received a tsunami warning
around 8 am on the Sunday, more
than two hours before the wave

struck Thailand.
Following a crisis
meeting, they de-
cided not to issue
a tsunami warn-
ing out of fear that
it might harm the
tourism industry.

All I hope
for now is that
heads will roll in
the Meteorologi-
cal Department,
and I am not just
talking about
people losing
their jobs. If I
were sitting in
judgment, I would
like to see their
lives ruined to the
same extent as
mine and the
thousands of
other people who
have lost loved
ones, countless
possessions and
who have been
left with no future
in sight.

I want to
stand before them, look into their
eyes, show them the picture of
my parents, my neighbors, my
friends and all the neighborhood
children who perished because of

Franky Gun is a regular contributor to the

Gazette as writer of the Andaman Coasting

column, which focuses on Khao Lak.

Here he reflects on his own experiences

during the tsunami, and tries to make some

sense of it all.

You can’t sleep
properly, and 90% of

your dreams are
nightmares where the

waves come again and
again. All you do in

your dreams is
struggle against

drowning – over and
over again.
– Franky Gun

(photograph taken before
December 26, 2005)
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their misjudgment, and ask them:
“How can you still be alive with
all this guilt resting on your
shoulders?”

I would like to show them
each and every picture displayed
in morgues across southern Thai-
land: the victims disfigured be-
yond recognition, the hundreds of
dead children, and let them ex-
perience the pain they have in-
flicted upon me and thousands of
other survivors of this tragedy.

I would like them to expe-
rience the feeling of searching
through thousands of swollen,
blackened and disfigured corpses
in the hope of finding Mom, Dad
or any of the many friends and
neighbors still among the miss-
ing.

I would like them to suffer

for the rest of their miserable
lives, even though I know it
would never bring back even a
single person; but it could at least
give some sense of “justice be-
ing served” to the ones left be-
hind, mourning their loved ones.

I know that I would feel
better after seeing that board of
meteorological experts disgraced
in public, and I hope that at least
this small miracle might happen.

I write this to help readers
not directly affected by the tsu-
nami get an idea of how one feels
as a victim after such an experi-
ence.

You can’t sleep properly,
and 90% of your dreams are
nightmares where the waves
come again and again. All you do
in your dreams is struggle against

drowning – over and over again.
You are afraid of loud

noises; even the wind in the trees
can freak you out. You hate look-
ing at the sea and never feel safe
anywhere. I just hope that the
emotional scars will fade away
in the future, but today, 19 days
after the tsunami, I still feel like
a total emotional wreck and want
to lash out, hence my rage in the
paragraphs above.

But periods of lashing out
are followed by reflection.

Luckily it was a Sunday
when the tsunami hit, because my
fiancée, Lad, who is carrying our
unborn child, studies in the week-
end program at Phuket Rajabhat
University. Had she been home,
I am certain that she would have
drowned as well.

That she and our unborn
child are well is one of the few
miracles that continue to bring
me hope for the future. Our house
was just 150 meters from the
beach in Bang Niang, one of the
worst-hit areas. I stress the word
was, because our home is no
more.

I woke up that morning at
around 8:15 am when I twice felt
my bed shaking a little. I went to
check in on my parents in the
guest room. They were visiting
us to celebrate my Dad’s 75th

birthday, along with Christmas,
the new year and my birthday in
January. They planned to fly back
to Germany in February.

I asked whether they had
felt anything. They replied, “Yes,
we felt it. It must have been a
small earthquake.” I replied,
“Wow, that’s amazing!” not
knowing what was to come.

We hugged and kissed and
said “good morning” to each
other just as we did every day and
proceeded to start into the new
day. My parents just took it easy,
lying on the bed and listening to
their favorite music on a small
portable stereo system, a Christ-
mas gift for both of them from
Lad and me, because they missed
their favorite music so much.

I called Lad to ask whether
she had felt the earthquake over
there in Phuket, but she said no,
which made me feel comfortable.
So I just did what I do every Sun-
day, eating breakfast in bed and
watching a movie, a custom I
decided to practice after long
years of working 12 or more
hours a day, seven days a week.

About two hours later, the
power went down three times and
I could hear loud noises outside.
I went to the kitchen window to
see what had happened. People
were screaming and running,
while there was a strange sound
coming from the sea.

Still I did not realize what
was going on. My Mom and Dad
came into the kitchen and Mom
said, “Franky, the water is com-
ing!” but I still did not get it until
I saw dark gray water flooding
the garden outside.

Thinking that it might have
been a water tank that had fallen
over and flooded the neighbor-
hood knee-deep or so, I remem-
ber tossing my laptop computer
under the mattress of my bed so
it would not be stolen in case we
had to leave the house for short
while.

Obviously, I did not realize
the true scope of what was com-
ing. Yet thinking about it, I be-
lieve the delay saved my life;
most of the people running out-
side were killed almost instantly
when the second wave hit, be-
cause they were crushed by float-
ing cars and debris.

My Mom asked, “What
shall we do?” and all I could say
was, “I don’t know!”

The sound outside grew
louder and we heard electric
poles falling, houses collapsing
and trees snapping in two, while
the people outside were scream-
ing. The different noises com-
bined into the most eerie sound,
one that I will never forget for as
long as I live.

Seeing the water steadily
raising outside, I panicked and
screamed, “We have to get out of
here!” I tried to open the kitchen
door, but the water pressure was
too strong. I simply could not
open it. Our cat Casper screamed,
trying to swim in water that was
by now knee-deep in the house. I
picked her up and put her on the
kitchen table.

I planned on smashing the
kitchen window with a chair to
give us a way out, but just then
the panes of the big glass front
doors finally cracked. Tons of

Continued on page 10

HELL ON EARTH

Franky Gun’s house after the tsunami. It was 150 meters from Bang Niang Beach
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The last photograph Franky Gun took of his parents, on Loy
Krathong night, with neighbor and Friend Torbjoern "Tobbe"
Siegfridsson, who is also still missing.

From page 9
water washed me through the
kitchen window and today my
guess is that my parents were
pushed through the kitchen door
when it suddenly burst open.

When I looked at the house
from the outside, I screamed,
“Mom, Dad you have to get out
of there!”

The water was almost up to
the ceiling when the second wave
hit with a power unimaginable
unless experienced personally. I
swallowed water and was swept
away under the torrent, finally
surfacing some 200 meters away,
where I found myself being
pushed under the Thai-style roof
of a nearby bungalow resort. It
was like being caught in a wash-
ing machine.

After about 30 seconds un-
derwater, being pounded by de-
bris, and hearing cracks and other
loud noises under water, I was in
utter panic. I believed that I was
going to die. It was dark and
frightening. I did not see my life
flashing before me, nor any
bright lights – just total darkness.

I remember thinking that I
believed I had many more years
to live, and that my impending
death was coming too early. Yet
I was convinced that it was the
end.

Being pushed by the water
against the roof of the bungalow
and hovering there in a fetal po-
sition, I waited for the moment
when I would finally have to in-
hale water and die. I had never

experienced such sheer terror in
my entire life.

But suddenly I had an in-
tense intuitive feeling that I had
a choice to make: it was up to me
to call the cards – black or white,
death or life. The last thing I re-
member thinking at that moment
was, “I don’t want to die!”

Suddenly, the roof broke
apart and was washed away. I
surfaces for a split second, en-
abling me to take one more
breath. Then I was pushed under
again for a few seconds, before
resurfacing right next to a float-
ing mattress.

It was almost as if the Bud-
dha himself had pushed it there
to help me – I had no strength left
to swim anymore. I grabbed that
mattress and held onto it, shak-
ing frantically in pure panic.

I recall repeatedly mutter-
ing: “I don’t want to die. Please,
please, I don’t want to die…” in
English, which is not my native
language. To this day I still don’t
know why I said that in English.

I found myself floating
back towards Highway 4, which
was completely submerged. Only
the upper levels of some
shophouses were still visible. I
pulled my underpants up again
after almost losing them under-
water. That was all I had left –
just my underpants.

I eventually saw Maew, a
neighbor. She held on to the life-
saving mattress.

She, too, was in a panic and
asked me whether I had seen her

Swiss husband Ernst or any of
her children. I could give her no
comfort, as I had seen neither him
nor her children during my un-
derwater journey.

I asked about my parents,
and also got a negative reply. The
current of the water was now
slowing down and we finally
ended up in a tree near the high-
way, some 900 meters away from
the house. The mattress went
under and we held onto that tree.

Near the tree was a broken
house with a flat roof. A French
guy stood on top of it and was
shouting the name of his daugh-
ter, Arianne. He asked me
whether I had seen his child, and

of course I had to reply with a
no, as I knew neither him nor his
daughter.

I climbed onto a tree branch
and sat there for a while until I
realized that my parents’ chances
of survival were next to nothing.

I looked around and saw
destruction and bodies every-
where. In the tree, just a meter
away, was a dead Thai man who
had become fatally entangled in
debris. I had never seen a dead
person so close.

I started to weep as the pro-
portions of this tragedy slowly
but steadily became clearer. I
cried for my parents and for all
the dead people and children

around me. I cried for Khao Lak,
my home.

I believe that no destination
in Thailand ever had so much
positive spirit concentrated in
one place. Each and every one of
us had had such high hopes and
bright dreams for the future. Ev-
erybody believed that this would
be the best tourist season ever
and that we all had made it. We
were a part of the greatest and
most promising tourism destina-
tion in southern Thailand.

But now there was nothing
left – just death and ruin.

I saw a naked guy sitting in
the tree. He was just looking
around with eyes wide open. He
did not speak at all. Suddenly a
voice in the tree to my right
asked, “Is that you Franky?”

It was Johan, a neighbor
from Sweden. He was also naked
and in such a state of shock that
he could not speak for the first
15 minutes or so. He eventually
said that he had seen me before,
but had found himself unable to
make any sound at all.

He told me that his parents
were missing as well, and that he
believed both his pregnant
fiancée and his five-year-old son
were dead.

I started to cry again when
I told him that my Mom and Dad
were gone too. It hurt so much
that I could hardly breathe. I was
not lucky to be alive, I thought,
wondering why the water hadn’t
claimed me as well.

Continued on page 22
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Relief

A relief convoy musters before setting off to Phang Nga. “We barely scratched the
surface,” said the organizers. Far from being deterred, they did it again on January 14.

A protective hand shields a young girl from harsh sunlight as villagers of
Ban Sai Khao, north of Takua Pa on the way to Ranong, wait for aid
including – for the children – plenty of sweets and toys.

Food and other supplies are delivered to Koh Chum, in an island
dependent on fishing. Longer-term help will be on its way.

British golfers carried on playing a round at Blue Canyon Country
Club, raising more than 155,000 baht for hard-hit Ban Nai Rai.

The Chedi, represented by GM Daniel Meury (left) played host to American
violinist Aaron Meyer (center) for a charity performance that raised more than
400,000 baht for villagers from Bang Tao and Kamala Beaches.

An evening of entertainment and a celebration of life at The Mangosteen Resort &
Spa added more than 233,000 baht to the coffers of relief organization Farang Jai
Dee.
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There are many traditions
surrounding Chinese
New Year, which falls
next month.

Chinese people believe that
the start of a new year is a time
to leave behind the things of the
past and to make a new start. As
a result, it is common to clean the
house from top to bottom –
maybe even painting doors and
windowframes – pay off debts,
buy new clothes, and even get a
haircut.

Houses are decorated with
flowers and paper decorations
bearing wishes of prosperity,
good luck and happiness for the
coming year. Red and gold are
popular colors for these decora-
tions: red because it represents
power, happiness and vitality;
and gold because it represents
wealth and good fortune.

It is traditional for older
people to give children “Ang
Pao”, little red envelopes con-
taining gifts of cash or gold.

As this is the time for giv-
ing gold, the Gazette talked to
Santi Suwannakarn, whose  fam-
ily has run Phuket’s Tawee
Suwan gold shop for three gen-
erations, about the timeless allure
of gold.

“Gold is renowned for its
ductility and malleability,” said
K. Santi, who is Tawee Suwan’s
Managing Director. “It can be
stretched or molded into almost
any shape without breaking.

“One ounce of gold can be
extended into a single thread
more than 50 kilometers long,
and gold can be beaten to a thick-
ness (or thinness!) of just 1/
300,000 of an inch.”

But, of course, the main
reason people choose gold is be-
cause of its beauty.

Said K. Santi, “Real gold
has four qualities that make it
outstandingly valuable: it has a
glossy polish and a naturally
beautiful color; it is rare – it takes
many tons of raw ore to make just

one ounce of pure metal; it is very
durable – it doesn’t rust, it
doesn’t look dull, it doesn’t cor-
rode. Look at the gold accesso-
ries found in the tomb of the
Egyptian Pharaoh Tutankhamun.
They were buried for 3,000 years
or so, but they were still shiny
when they were found.

“Finally, gold is incredibly
versatile: it can be shaped into
practically any kind of accessory,
because it is soft yet strong.”

Gold jewellery is available
in a number of different purities,
from 24 karat, which is pure gold,

to nine karat, which is 37.5%
gold. It can be alloyed with a
number of other metals to alter
the color and hardness – silver or
nickel, for example, create a pale
yellow, or even “white gold”,
while copper gives a more pink
colour – “rose gold”.

Although gold is durable, it
is rather soft, so it is quite mal-
leable. For this reason, it is some-
times advisable to go for a lower
karat for a piece that will receive
a lot of wear, such as a wedding
band, especially if it is patterned
or engraved.

Golden
start
to the
Chinese New Year

 ACCESSORIZING with Dhirarat

A golden gift could
make all the

difference to that
someone special

who is looking for a
bright start to the

Chinese New Year.
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Get your brain
in gear with

The Monster Quiz
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Among the five dogs in the alley, Jam is
heavier than Daeng. Dam weighs more than

Kao but less than Seua. Kao weighs more than
Daeng. Seua weighs less than Jam. List the
dogs in the order, starting with the heaviest.

Never a
Cross Word!

Answer: Jam, Seua, Dam, Kao, Daeng

Can you find the seven

differences between the

two cartoons below? And

can you find them faster

than the rest of the family?

Spot the DifferenceSpot the Difference

Across

1. Finger adornment.
3. Run fast.
8. Portable timepieces.
9. Measure of a golf hole.
10. Skirt edge.
11. Russian capital.
14. Phuket, for example.
15. Finish.
18. Ms Landers, agony

aunt.
19. Human-shaped robot.
20. Business possessions.
21. Thailand’s continent.

Down

1. Line-ups.
2. Home of the Dutch.
4. Six-shooter, maybe.
5. Totally lacking in

funds.
6. Chucks.
7. Not outgoing.
12. Noisy insect.
13. Babe.
16. Strange.
17. Concept.

Solution next week

1. The cravat – a stylish form
of male neckwear – gets
its name from which
country?

2. Which actor provides the
voice for The Sorting Hat
in the Harry Potter mov-
ies?

3. “Twang how pertly” is an
anagram of which
actress’s name?

4. Which famous poet – a
lord – was born January
22, 1788?

5. How much, approxi-
mately, does a fully-laden
Boeing 747-400R weigh?

6. Who, what or where is
Aibo?

7. Tarragon is a plant native
to where?

8. What is the correct name
for a consommé flavored
with tomato, usually served
cold?

9. What, to someone with a
sweet tooth, is a divinity?

10. The American Volunteer
Group was better known by
what name?

11. Under whose command did
Capt Claire L Chennault
form this group?

12. Who, in 1884, patented the
world’s first electrome-
chanical television system?

13. What was it called?

14. What is the capital city of
Benin?

15. By what name was Benin
formerly known?

16. Laos was once called
“Lan Xiang”. What does
this mean?

17. Who invented the Barbie
Doll?

18. Where is the driest place
on Earth?

19. What, from 1964 to 2001,
was its average annual
rainfall?

20. What is the world record
for the most tennis balls
held in a dog’s mouth?

Answers next week

ANSWERS TO LAST

WEEK’S

MONSTER QUIZ

1. Kylie Minogue; 2. Tom Kenny;
3. Walter Smithers; 4. A halt to the
American bombing of North Viet-
nam; 5. The later Cretaceaous pe-
riod; 6. Pokemon; 7. April 21,
1989; 8. The Swiss Army Knife;
9. Windhoek; 10. The weight of a
liter of hydrogen at 0ºC and 760
millimeters pressure; 11. PG
Wodehouse; 12. Metrophile; 13.
As a comic-book writer and art-
ist; 14. Star Wars; 15. The North
African ostrich; 16. As much as
2.75 meters; 17. Britons Captain
John Alcock and Lieutenant
Arthur Brown; 18. 15 hours, 57
minutes; 19. It is the world’s high-
est, at an altitude of 4,786m; 20.
By making and riding the world’s
smallest bicycle.
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AQUARIUS (January 21-Febru-
ary 19): Deadlines are a challenge
to meet early next week for
Aquarians. However, there is a
chance of meeting someone half-
way; you just need to recognize
the opportunity and grab it with
both hands. Energy could desert
you, so stock up on fresh fruit and
resist the temptation to party too
much. Wear jungle green for
camouflage.

PISCES (February 20-March
20): Pisceans who are feeling
jaded will benefit from a change
of scene. You will be amazed at
how much difference even a short
break can make. On Tuesday you
will be faced with a tricky choice
concerning a romantic affair. You
should not agree to more com-
promise than feels comfortable
because the path you choose
now will dictate the level of hap-
piness you can expect to reach
this year.

ARIES (March 21-April 20): Set

your sights lower during the re-
maining days of January. Ex-
pecting too much from others
can only cause disappointment;
everything will come in its own
good time.

Meanwhile, focus your en-
ergy on finding ways of sorting
out a personal relationship. If you
thought stalemate had been
reached, think again. On Wednes-
day, don’t be fooled by promises
of financial gain.

TAURUS (April 21-May 21):
Your tendency to daydream
needs to be overcome this week-
end. Taureans who are prepared
to deal only with reality will suc-
ceed, but those with their heads
in the clouds will have a rude
awakening. If you’re in the mood
for love, get ready for a romantic
chase; Aries is starting to be-
come interested. For those al-
ready involved it’s time to de-
mand straight talking from a part-
ner who seems to be hiding some-
thing.

GEMINI (May 22-June 21): You
will be pleased that the lighter
side of life is once more revealed
this week. Low-key enjoyment is
on the agenda and an impromptu
get-together with friends turns
into a feel-good occasion. Pro-
gress at work midweek is im-
paired by a colleague’s stubborn
mood. If discussion doesn’t bring
results, try putting pen to paper.
The color salmon pink will soothe
your soul.

CANCER (June 22-July 23): If
you are happy to be romantically
uninvolved at the moment you
may have to fight to preserve your
single status this weekend. A
certain someone has their sights
set on you and won’t give up eas-
ily. A friend’s chance comment
on Tuesday gives you food for
thought; work-related schemes
are well starred for the next
couple of months, so don’t delay
getting projects off the ground.
The number 4 is lucky on Sun-
day.

In The Stars

We were glad to hear
that nearly all our
friends, both Thai
and foreign, sur-

vived the tsunami unscathed. We
mourn those who perished and
offer our condolences to their
families and friends. For those
who were injured and whose
homes were damaged or swept
away we offer prayers for quick
recovery.

What is a tsunami? Is it al-
ways the product of an earth-
quake? Tsunamis, sometimes er-
roneously called tidal waves, are
the result of submarine earth-
quakes, underwater landslides
and oceanic volcanic explosions.
They have nothing to do with
tides. Any of these events can
produce swells, ripples, that
sweep across the surface of the
ocean in all directions until they
encounter land.

Tsunamis can reach speeds
of 800kmh. As they enter shal-
lower depths, their speed de-
creases and their height in-
creases; the water recedes from
the shore sometimes as far as a
kilometer, and then the swells
sweep in and breakers fall on the
shore. Great waves sweep inland,
carrying debris and people alike.

The tsunami that just struck
Phuket, among 11 countries that
ring the Indian Ocean, was the
result of an earthquake under the
seabed near Sumatra. A greater
tsunami occurred in 1883, when
Krakatoa’s volcano erupted at
sea level.

The ocean rushed into the
crater, producing a steam explo-
sion under water. The resulting
tsunami swept Indonesia and
northern Australia.

In the 1960s an underwater
landslide, the result of a big earth-
quake among the Aleutian Islands
produced a deadly tsunami that
struck the northwest coast of the
US, specifically Washington, Or-
egon and Northern California.

Although tsunamis are fairly
common, they are usually a
meter or less in height and cause
no damage. The Sumatran tsu-
nami was the most devastating

since the one in 1883 generated
by Krakatoa’s eruption.

While earthquakes cannot
as yet be predicted, we can warn
about a resulting tsunami and no-
tify people likely to be affected.
Recording instruments have been
placed on the Pacific ocean floor
to register changes in ocean
depth and sea floor movement.

Buoys have been tethered
above them to register wave
heights and direction. These
buoys transmit this data to vari-
ous weather posts where the data
are correlated.

The resulting picture fore-
tells the seriousness of the tsu-
nami and its direction. While ar-
eas near the epicenter of the
cause may be hit within a few
minutes, other areas may be sev-
eral hours away and can easily
be warned in time.

The Thai Chief Meteorolo-
gist has just lost his job for failing
to alert the Andaman coast prov-
inces of the tsunami. He knew
of the earthquake and the prob-

ability of a tsunami, but did not
know how severe it might be and
was afraid to sound a warning
over a minor wave that would
adversely affect tourism.

Unfortunately, no warning
system exists in the Indian
Ocean. If there had been a se-
ries of instruments and buoys in
place, Thailand, India and Sri
Lanka, as well as several low-ly-
ing island nations, could have had
adequate warning, though people
on Sumatra could not have been
told in time.

While more than 120,000
people are known to have per-
ished so far, we will not have a
final estimate for weeks yet. In
addition, millions have been left
without food, water or shelter;
they also face potential epidem-
ics that could be more lethal than
the tsunami itself.

Countries around the world
are sending aid in the form of
money, food, medicine, water
and temporary shelter to Thai-
land and the 10 other affected
countries.

We hope this effort will be
generous and timely enough to
prevent further great loss of life.
It is encouraging to see that
Phuket is already well on with
repairs and rebuilding.

Countries ringing oceans
where tsunamis can occur should
have a cooperative warning sys-
tem and an aid arrangement so
that the displaced and injured can
be readily and easily helped.

To our friends and those we
have not met who survived this
catastrophe, we offer hope for a
quick return to normal life, and a
happy, healthy and prosperous
New Year.

In the wake of the wave

E A R T H
WATCH

By Robert
Cogen

Robert Cogen is a well-known
California lawyer and a broadly
experienced naturalist with a
degree in zoology. Email:
indepth@ asis.com.

Nine days after the tsu-
nami hit, a group of
volunteers took a trip
to survey the effects

of the tsunami on the dive sites in
the Andaman Sea.

Inspired by a topic on an
internet discussion board for Thai
divers, the trip evolved into an
official study, jointly organized by
the Ministry of Natural Resources
and Environment, the Tourism
Authority of Thailand (TAT), the
Dive Operators’ Club of Thailand
(DOCT) and the Bangkok Dive
Operator Club (BDOC), and is
now known as the Coral Reef
Recovery Project.

Joining the trip were Na-
tional Park officials, marine biolo-
gists from six universities, three
PADI course directors, two of
them Thais, and more than 80 dive
masters and scuba instructors.

The majority of the volun-
teers were experienced divers
from Bangkok and the Phuket
area, veterans of more than 500
dives in the Similans. Also aboard
were crews from Thai TV sta-
tions.

“The Mission”, as it was
commonly referred to, had sev-
eral objectives. Chutinun “Mean”
Mora, one of the organizers,
summed it up best. “We want to

give out the right message to the
world.”

One of the initial organisers,
Polpich “Ae” Komson, said he
felt he had to do something. “I
should organize something, so I
thought carefully how I could be
useful, and I ended up with this
project that would at least help
someone.”

He added, “We must re-
cover the livelihoods of the people
here, starting with the diving busi-
ness. If the diving business comes
back, then so does the hotel and
the restaurant business. Every-
thing, as a consequence, will get
better.”

Environmental concerns
were also a major consideration.
K. Ae believes that international
news organizations should also
carry the message that the reefs
are still thriving.

Pathamawan “Linda” Sa-
cthaporn, who has been diving in
the Similans for more than 10
years and is the group’s public
relations officer, commented, “Of
course, as divers, we are all won-
dering what is happening under-
water.

“But we are looking for
ways of helping the environment.
We are doing this for educational
reasons, for now and also for the
long term. Whoever can help
should do it. It’s not fair to say
the government should take care
of everything. We, as Thai citi-
zens, can help.”

Soonthorn “Sunny” Mong-
aram, PADI course director and
manager of Marina Diver, said,
“The people in Thailand now
know the Similans are fine, but
this is not enough; we want ev-
eryone around the world to
know.” He added that he was
disappointed not  to see more for-
eign press on the trip.

The survey expedition was
fortunate to be able use the Thai

Survey The Gazette’s diving

specialist, Sylvie

Yaffe, was recently

a member of a

massive effort,

involving 70 divers,

to chart and assess

damage to reefs off

Phuket and the

Similans, following

the tsunami. Here

she reports on what

the survey members

found beneath the

surface.
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LEO (July 24-August 22): If you
have your hands full, then ask for
help. Taurus is ready to assist and
has some useful tips to make your
life easier.

Even if you don’t feel like
socializing, make the effort to
meet friends on Saturday; an in-
teresting new acquaintance is
likely to be made. You will be
taken by surprise by a probing
question midweek; you should
stall for time to answer.

VIRGO (August 23-September
23): Sharpened insight gives you
a strong advantage in business dis-
cussions on Monday and Tues-
day. Commitments made before
the end of this month are destined
to work out well. Generally
speaking, your luck remains good
until the middle of February. If
you’re feeling doubtful about
where an intimate relationship is
going, a strong breeze is about to
set it in the right direction. The
color sunflower yellow brings
positive thoughts.

LIBRA (September 24-October
23): Your need for some space
will not be easily accommodated
this week. Librans generally find
it difficult to be forthright and
should overcome this trait to find
peace of mind. It’s time to put
your thoughts in order and decide
what the most important goals for
2005 should be. At least one of
your ideas can never reach frui-
tion, but some others have a good
chance of flourishing in the right
climate.

SCORPIO (October 24-Novem-
ber 22): The fiery side of your
nature threatens to stand in the
way of progress this week. Scor-
pions are particularly susceptible
to a bout of hot temper on Mon-
day and someone on the receiv-
ing end will respond accordingly.
You could try putting all that en-
ergy to better use. Your partner
has a surprise up his or her  sleeve
– get ready to hear an announce-
ment that will leave you speech-
less.

SAGITTARIUS (November 23-
December 21): Sagittarians who
feel that too many obstacles are
standing in the way of progress
will get help this week. The signs
are generally positive for those
who are trying to get a new busi-
ness off the ground. Aries has an
especially useful tip on Wednes-
day, but don’t react too quickly.
You are advised to cultivate a
more balanced relationship with
your partner by finding out what
they really want.

CAPRICORN (December 22-
January 20): A shower of astral
luck is forecast midweek when a
long-standing dream finally
comes true. Those Capricorns
who have been waiting a long time
for the wind to change direction
will shed some stress immedi-
ately. If you’re looking for new
employment, however, job offers
will be thin on the ground; per-
haps this is the time to set your
sights further afield. The number
5 holds the key on Thursday.

by Isla Star

cruise ship Andaman Princess.
Navith “O” Yasasindhu, the
Deputy Managing Director of the
Andaman Princess, is also a dive
instructor and he wanted to do
what he could for the marine en-
vironment.

The ship provided enough
space for everyone and every
task, and having everyone on the
same boat made the organization
and sharing of information much
easier. The trip was well orga-
nized, despite being completely
unprecedented.

One area of the boat was
completely dedicated to adminis-
tration. Here, volunteers orga-
nized the surveys from each of

the groups and downloaded pho-
tos from the many memory cards.

All the diving was impres-
sively efficient. Taishiro Miya-
yauchi, PADI course director and
owner of Marine Project in Phu-
ket, was unanimously elected dive
leader and put in charge of all the
diving.

“I’ve never been in charge
of 70 divers,” he admitted. “I
didn’t know if I could do it, I’m
used to only 16 divers.” How-
ever, his experience in Phuket and
fluency in Thai were useful as-
sets.

Divers were separated into
three large groups, blue, pink, and
purple, then into smaller sub-

groups. Each group was given a
different area to cover. This way
it was possible to cover many dive
sites during the four days of div-
ing. Each group had a video-
grapher, a photographer, a re-
searcher and a local divemaster.

The trip started with the lo-
cal dive spot off Racha Noi and
Racha Yai. Although the objec-
tive was to survey the condition
of the reef, one lucky group was
visited by a friendly manta that
passed by repeatedly. The re-
maining three days were spent
surveying the Similans.

The Gazette had a chance
to speak with K. Chaturathep,
National Park Superintendent

from Lamnam Kraburi
who, in the wake of the
tsunami, has been work-
ing with the officers in
the Similans National
Park.

He said, “The dive
sites have about 10%
damage; the Similans
will officially open again

this month.” However, he said,
guests will no longer be permit-
ted to stay overnight on Islands
Four and Eight.

In future, K. Chaturathep
said, “We will control the boats
coming into the Similans national
park. There will be more regula-
tions, many things will change.”

Even after a quick look
around, it was easy to see that
the damage on Island Eight was
surprisingly light. The national
park office and restaurant were
spared major damage and the
national park staff continue to stay
on the island.

Many divers agree that
now is the time to start over, to
develop and enforce regulations
in the Similans. Mr Miyayauchi
agreed that the number of divers
needed to be limited, as did the
type of diver.

K. Linda added, “The
Similans is such a beautiful place
and we could have done so much
more. It didn’t have to take so
long to close Fantasea Reef.”

Fantasea Reef has been
closed for four seasons now, and
during the survey trip it was de-
cided to recommend that it stay
closed. However, the pink group
was quite lucky, because it got to
survey the once-popular dive site.

The Gazette asked Sakanan
Plathong, a marine biologist from
Prince of Songkhla University, if

 finds coral damage is minimal
he felt sad after seeing some of
the reefs. His reply? “No, the
corals can recover by them-
selves.

“If they are broken or have
fallen over, there are still living
parts that can grow. Even if we
don’t turn them [right side up],
they can change their direction of
growth.”

K. Sakanan recently sur-
veyed the reefs around Phi Phi
Island and he said that, in stark
contrast with the damage on land,
the corals there were also in good
condition.

Each evening the team
leaders from each dive group re-
ported their findings. Damage to
individual reefs rarely exceeded
10%. No one is denying that
there are broken corals, but there
are many more still in perfect
condition.

It was also pointed out that
many of the broken corals are still
living; as Mr Miyayauchi pointed
out, this is one way the corals
spread themselves to new places.

Each dive featured abun-
dant marine life, and the general
consensus was that the diving in
the Andaman Sea was still amaz-
ing.

It became apparent that
there was a new objective, to flip
corals and to save fallen sea fans
by propping them up. Sadly, one
dive site on Island Nine is dam-
aged, but this is only one of more
than 20 dive sites in the Similans.

The data collected during the
trip is invaluable, and is available
to anyone who requests it. It will
be reviewed by government offi-
cials, who will then be able to
determine which dive sites should
close and which remain open.

It has been determined that
there is an urgent need to make
another trip to flip over corals and
find a way to secure the sea fans.
Marine Project Dive Center has
returned to the Similans to con-
tinue the mission.

The organizers are now
looking to raise money to pay for
fuel – their main expense – to
send more volunteers out there.
For anyone who would like to
contribute, the account details are
as follows:

Account Name: For Coral
Reef Recovery from Tsunami;
Bank: Thai Military Bank, Sura-
wong Branch, Bangkok; Ac-
count Number: 078-2-11327-8

Anyone interested in volunteer-
ing should email reefrecover@
yahoo.com or call K. Ae at Tel:
01-8263223.

Volunteers in the
administration center
aboard the Andaman

Princess help to collate
information collected
by the project’s 70
divers.
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– The Editor

Local spam begins to stink
It all started about 6 years ago with the porno peddlers. Then came
the erection pharmacists, the loan sharks, the software touts, the pe-
nis enhancers, and the pimps for “millions of horny housewives”.

What they all had in common were marginal products; a hyper-
aggressive, reader-be-damned business style; and a murky domicile.
With reputations placing them at the nadir of the Internet’s food
chain, they became known, euphemistically, as “spammers”.

As the offensive gathered momentum in terms of volume, fre-
quency, and breadth of products, some victims abandoned the term
“spammer” and employed  more descriptive words. But let us ignore
crudities for now and focus not on Phuket’s victimization by spam,
but rather on our island’s burgeoning contribution to it.

About a year ago, some local businesses – not front liners –
began to dip their fingers into the treacherous world of spam as a
marketing tool. They got them burned. Worse, many are unaware of
the backlash they’ve suffered, for spam is like body odor – not even
your best friend will tell you about it. How would you know when
someone enters you into his or her twit filter?

About a month ago, anonymous@something.com (not his real
name or domain) began unleashing a frenzy of gratuitous announce-
ments and “newsletters” to.... well, basically everyone in town. These
rapidly multiplied on some days into almost hourly events, with vic-
tims receiving the same message over and over again from a hope-
lessly crude and tangled mailing list.

One message boasted (yes) that he had a “target” list of almost
3,000 local Phuket businesses, and promised to inflict upon all of
them, any “announcement” from any one of them.

Subsequent messages became even more aggressive, focusing
on claims of a “huge” audience within the affluent international com-
munity. Hype-hype, hooray!

Under a flood of complaints from local residents, particularly
foreigners, the Gazette asked Anonymous to try to trim his libido,
but the request apparently failed. The biggest loser, of course, was
not the spammer; it was his client.

Mass promotional email is gratuitous, intrusive, and.... er, a bit
boorish. It’s opt-out, not opt-in, and it assumes assent where little is
present. Thai people do not use it. Organizations which value their
relationship with a community positively eschew it.

Have you ever had a mass promotional email from Central
Festival? Laguna Phuket? Lotus? The Nation? Dulwich? IBAP, or
any Rotary or Lions club?

That’s because they respect you, understand the value of good-
will, and do not wish to wind up on your twit list.

Plans to limit the number and location of beach chairs on Phuket’s shores (see News pages), as
well as umbrellas and massage ladies, appear to fall foul of tourist opinion.
Of all the letters received by the Gazette on the subject, not one expressed favor for the plans.

Correspondents were unanimous that the beaches – Patong in particular – should have the old facilities
restored. The letters below are typical of readers’ opinions.

I have just read the article regard-
ing plans to keep beach chairs
and umbrellas from beaches in
Phuket (see News  current  issue)
and must say that one sign that
Patong is getting back to normal
would be the re-appearance of
beach chairs and loungers on the
beach.

The beach should be re-
turned to the way it was before
the tsunami struck, and that of
course means with chairs and
umbrellas.

The island’s tourist recov-
ery plan is insane and I foresee
Phuket losing a lot of tourists if
the proposal is actually imple-
mented.

Tourists really do want to
have these facilities, but why
does no one consult the tourists?
I am certain that every one of
them would say the same thing:
bring back the beach chairs and
umbrellas, as well as massage la-
dies and other beach workers.

The authorities must insti-
gate this now, not later.

Tourists will start arriving
here from the beginning of Feb-
ruary – my family and I will be
arriving in Phuket on January 31
– and they will be disappointed
to see the beaches so devoid of
facilities.

If you want quiet beaches,
you will find them at other
places.

Please believe what I say;
this issue is already a popular one
on Internet discussion forums.

Ken Soerensen
Denmark

To those in authority in Patong,
please realize that Scandinavian
and other fair-skinned people
cannot lie on a beach in the sun
in Phuket without umbrellas.

We are simply not used to
such strong sunshine.

Matti Naumanen
Finland

As a regular visitor to beautiful
Phuket, I would like to say that
the 7,000 beach chairs, the ven-
dors and the other people on the
beach are all parts of the reason I
have come to Phuket – and will
do so again in February.

I read with dismay that Patong
Municipality intends to control
or ban the use of deckchairs and
umbrellas on the beaches.

What a ridiculous idea.
Surely, 99.9% of tourists come
from cold countries and that
means that their skin is white and
will burn easily under the Thai
sun. The deckchairs – and the
umbrellas – allow us to go to the
beach and enjoy the open air,
without getting totally burned on
Day 1 of our holiday.

Control the number if you
must, but do not ban them. Please
do not turn Thailand into a mir-
ror of Singapore. Singapore is
sterile and unfriendly and I would
not go there even if I won a free
trip.

I have been to Patong seven
times and I want to keep coming
back, but I will look elsewhere if
this ridiculous rule is introduced.

John Dedman
Perth

Please don’t allow the ter-
rible tragedy of the tsunami to
usher in rushed changes to a very
special part of the world.

Colin
Australia

There have been many reports
that, since the tsunami struck,
beach vendors will not be al-
lowed to rebuild in Patong, Ka-
mala and Karon Beaches.

Is it the policy of the politi-
cos in Phuket to further disen-
franchise those who have already
been devastated by this tragic
situation?

Bethany Duffy

At lunch the other day, my
friends and I were remarking on
how Phuket’s beaches reminded
us of 20 years ago.

One fellow suggested a row
of palm trees, coconut trees,
planted every three meters, mak-
ing an attractive line following
the curve of the bay … every bay.

The chairs and parasols
would be behind that line. The
restaurants and hotels would be
behind the line of trees. The au-
thorities would have a visual line
to patrol, the rule of placement
would be clear, and should the
unheard of happen again, the
trees would help break the wave.

Sunbathers could rent straw
mats and lie in front of the palm
trees. That way there would be
room to walk along the beach, for
children to play and for everyone
to swim and enjoy themselves.

Could we do that?
Pat Michel
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In the aftermath of the tsunami it
is my sincere hope that someone
out there in authority will take
note of four points I should like
to make:

- It is pointless and maybe
even counterproductive to blow
our own trumpet about how
quickly the six southern prov-
inces will recover.

In the face of the ongoing
human tragedy, this may seem, to
many here and abroad,  to be in-
sensitive and crass. The first duty,
for the present, is to alleviate
human tragedy, and observe a
decent period of mourning.

Many hotels and resorts
were unharmed – I mean, not a
single beach chair, not a leaf on
a tree was damaged – yet book-
ings have fallen drastically, and
these hotels are almost empty.

It would be best for us to
accept the truth, to be consider-
ate to the feelings of those who
have lost loved ones and not to
promote the destinations at least
for the time being.

If we do things correctly we
shall not only win visitors’ con-
fidence but also their hearts.

- The proposed tsunami
warning system must first be in-
stalled or at least appear to be
well in train. Then our efforts to
convince our target audience will
be successful.

- It should be understood by
all involved in future planning,
that two categories of buildings
did not suffer casualties or dam-
age whatsoever. The first are
those located sufficiently inland,
and how far back inland depends
on each specific location, and
secondly virtually all properties
located on the East coast.

So, for example at Patong,
beyond a certain distance from
the beach, there was no damage.
There have been erroneous re-
ports that Phi Phi was entirely
washed away. As with Phuket,
those on the east side of Phi Phi
were unharmed. These observa-
tions are well known facts to the
locals, and must be taken in ear-
nest consideration when con-
structing for the future.

- It is true that this is an
opportunity to introduce proper
control and zoning. At the same
time, many encroachers are also
people who have lost homes and
livelihoods. They must not be
excluded from the economic re-
covery being planned; they must
be given alternatives, must be
given priority. We must do what
we should have done, but com-
passionately and in a Thai way.

I am in total agreement with
trying to achieve a swift recov-
ery, but let us do it the right way,
the noble way.

Tira
Cape Panwa, Phuket

Positive spin leaves
negative image

Time to accept the
painful truth

I just want the people of Phuket
to know that they are in the
prayers of all Australians.

Having holidayed in
Patong, we are worried about

Prayers and concern
from Down Under

many of the locals we made
friends with. We stayed at the
Horizon Beach Resort Hotel, and
we wonder about the staff and the
traders nearby.

As the days pass we are
becoming more and more con-
cerned about these people. Is
there a way we can find out if
they are safe or in need of assis-
tance? We feel so helpless here.

Thank you for your excel-
lent paper, the information is val-
ued.

Kathy Crook
Australia

We were so very sorry to hear of
the dreadful things that have hap-
pened to Phuket and other re-
gions in Thailand, and other
countries in the area.

We are due to come back to

The best way to help

My friend James Kormos has
vacation time coming up in mid-
to-late January and would like to
volunteer to help with the tsu-
nami disaster relief efforts in
Phuket for a week.

He is a flight attendant and
can get to Phuket and back with-
out assistance. However, once in
Phuket, he needs to know who he
should contact in order to be of
the most assistance.

He also needs to know what
he should bring, so that he is not
a burden to the relief efforts.

James is strong and in good
health and is a seasoned traveler.
He speaks fluent English and
German, and has a limited knowl-
edge of Hungarian.

Any information you could
provide would be greatly appre-
ciated.

Our thoughts are with you
at this difficult time.

Heather Champagne
California

Flying in to aid

I know that many people are con-
cerned as to the fate of loved ones
and friends but I am worried
about three people in Karon: Wan
the beach chair lady; Yin the re-
freshment stall girl; and Chang
the Thai massage lady.

I hope and pray that they are
safe and that I will meet up with
them when I return in February.

Malc

Thoughts for my
friends

My wife and I had been planning
to spend six months in Phuket
from the end of January, and now
we would like to spend the time
helping in any way possible to
rebuild the lives of Thai people
who have lost their livelihoods as
a result of the tsunami.

We are looking at raising
funds from friends in Australia
and the US, and putting together
a program to help the areas of
greatest need. We would appre-
ciate ideas and information that
would help us in our efforts.

I lived in Thailand for five
years up till December 1999, and
have a great affection for the vast
majority of Thai people.

Hayden Wills
Brisbane

More offers of help

The recent Gazette headline
“Life goes on” encompassed ev-
erything that needed to be said
about the relief effort and clearly
underscored for me the ineptitude
and incompetence of the Thai
government.

As a tourist to Phuket who
was on Patong Beach and saw the
events unfold on December 26, I
was touched by the generosity
and spirit of the Thai people and
voluntary organizations during
this terrible catastrophe.

The way that ordinary
Thais rallied to assist in donat-
ing blood, food, money and help-
ing in the search for missing
people and assisting in the
cleanup was tremendous.

Which says it all. The first

However, it is incompetence, in-
eptitude and lack of leadership
that has stymied relief efforts.

I love Thailand and I love
the Thai people, but I feel that
they have been let down.

I, for one, will be coming
back to Thailand.

However, many people I
have spoken to may decide dif-
ferently – not because they fear
another tsunami, but because
they might not feel comfortable
bringing themselves and their
families to a place where the gov-
ernment seems to be more con-
cerned with image and less with
assisting local communities in
relief efforts following a natural
disaster.

Joe Gruba
Kuwait

Villagers in Ban Sai Khao
await the arrival of relief
supplies, courtesy of
expatriates living in
Phuket.

Patong for a holiday next month.
What are things like there at the
moment? We would not like to
come back and be in the way of
relief and rebuilding projects on
your beautiful island.

Cindy Etherington
and Family

few paragraphs of the article
talked about the efforts of the or-
dinary citizens and nothing about
the various government depart-
ments.

Watching the rescue then
the relief efforts hours and days
after the tragedy, I cannot help
but wonder and feel sorry for the
ordinary Thai people, because of
the lack of support, leadership
and organization by their govern-
ment.

One could readily be for-
given for forming the impression
that the Thai government was
more concerned with image and
playing down the incident in an
attempt not to hurt their tourism
industry, rather than getting sup-
port to their own local commu-
nities who badly needed direction
and support the most.

By doing so, however, they
may have inadvertently damaged
the very image and industry that
they tried so much to protect.

On the day the waves hit the
beaches in Phuket, I waited and
waited for some sort of organized
rescue and relief effort to kick
into action.

What I saw was a valiant
but frankly under-resourced ef-
fort from localized services who
did their best to cope with a ca-
tastrophe of unprecedented scale.

In the days following the
tragedy, no well-organized teams
were put together to conduct a
coordinated response and it was
seemingly left to exhausted, al-
ready overburdened civilians to
get on with the relief effort.

It was only after days of an
increasing death toll and expo-
sure to the real extent of the dev-
astation that took place, that it
must have occurred to someone
that it might be a good idea to
bring the armed forces in to as-
sist.

Whilst they might not the
best equipped to deal with natu-
ral disasters, they still have the
equipment and the organization
to co-ordinate a relief effort.

I fully appreciate that this
is one of the largest natural di-
sasters that has befallen the area
and that no one could possibly
have been prepared for the extent
of destruction that occurred.

Many people in the UK, myself
included, sent emails to Britain’s
Foreign and Commonwealth Of-
fice (FCO), urging them to lift
their travel advisory on Phuket.

The advice was unneces-
sary, given that many areas are
relatively undamaged, and the
local people have done such an
extraordinary job of clearing
things up and getting hotels open
again.

The French Government
amended its advice some time
earlier.

It was also clear that eco-
nomic recovery would take far
longer if people’s insurance was
declared invalid by an ill-in-
formed advisory notice.

So I was delighted when
the FCO updated its advice, rec-
ommending only that people
stay away from Khao Lak and
Phi Phi.

We shall be seeing our new
house in Nai Harn for the first
time in March.

As a teacher, I would like
to help in a school for a couple
of days, and also help with books
and equipment.

Do you have any sugges-
tions?

Mike Reeves
UK

FCO finally sounds
the right note
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The scum of scam
spam strike again

Origins of the
Cambodian sinkhole

Off the
SHELF
By James Eckardt

– Woody Leonhard
woody@khunwoody.com

COMPUTER
KHUN WOODY’S

Bookshelves groan under
the weight of books
written about Cam-
bodia’s short-lived

(1975-1979) Khmer Rouge re-
gime. But what of the Vietnam-
ese-backed interim government,
the People’s Republic of Kam-
puchea, that lasted for 13 years
till UNTAC (the United Nations
Transitional Authority in Cambo-
dia) arrived in 1992 to, among
other duties, arrange
democratic elec-
tions?

Evan Gottes-
man fills a critical
gap in Cambodia Af-
ter the Khmer Rouge,
subtitled Inside the
Politics of Nation
Building (Silkworm
Books, Chiang Mai,
2004, 428pp).

Having spent
three years in Phnom Penh as
deputy director of the American
Bar Association Cambodia Law
and Democracy Project, Got-
tesman investigates the workings
of a secretive regime, heavily
under the influence of Stalinist
“advisers” from Vietnam, and de-
scribes how the Cambodian lead-
ers struggled to find their own
identity.

Delving into the minutes of
government policy meetings and
interviewing the principal char-
acters, Gottesman reveals how
the main features of the Cambo-
dian government today – free-
wheeling capital-
ism, ingrained pa-
tronage, rampant co-
rruption and legal
impunity – were
formed in the cru-
cible of the 13 years
before the UN-mon-
itored election.

This is a schol-
arly work, with no
fewer than 50 pages
of footnotes, but is
never boring for
anyone with an in-
terest in modern Cambodian his-
tory. The sections on civil war,
politics and economics are bril-
liantly organized and clearly laid
out.

Despite their many flaws,
Hun Sen and Chea Sim emerge
as the pragmatic heroes of a
subtle struggle against Vietnam-
ese colonialism and Communist
orthodoxy. In January 1979, the
young Cambodian leaders were
faced with the daunting prospect
of rebuilding a nation from
scratch.

The last thing the Cambo-
dian people wanted was another
dose of communism and all at-
tempts by the Vietnamese occu-
pation authorities to collectivize
the economy were doomed to
failure. Even many of the Viet-
namese, southerners mainly, saw
the lucrative advantages in set-
ting up a free-trade system for the
country’s rice, timber, rubber and
fishery resources.

While the good
people of the
world are all
pitching in and of-

fering what help they can to those
who have suffered from the tsu-
nami, email scammers and fraud-
sters have fine-tuned their efforts
to con money from people who
believe that it will go to those in
need.

Indeed, these lowest of the
low started circulating scam
emails as early as December 27,
just one day after the catastrophic
waves hit. The rest of the online
fraud community soon caught on,
and the number and variety of
tsunami scam emails landing in
people’s inboxes grew so fast in
the following days that the US
Federal Bureau of Investigation
(FBI) issued a “fraud alert” on
January 5.

Most of the scam emails
follow the usual pattern, similar
to the long-running Nigerian
fraud scam, appealing for people
to provide personal or financial
information in an effort to re-
trieve large amounts of inherit-
ance funds purportedly tied up
because of the tsunami.

One of the first tsunami
scam emails to do the rounds
claims to be from a victim from
Banda Aceh Province, in Indo-
nesia. The email, from “Marco
Nula”, asks for “assistance at
clearing my late father’s money”.

It states: “If you are busi-
ness oriented with experience in
Holiday, Hotel and Resort busi-
ness or have some idea on how
to run a groceries shop, I am will-
ing to recommit the money for
the full benefit of all (My Sister
you and I).

“…Apart from that I shall
be willing to give a negotiable
percentage of the money to you
otherwise or alternatively, please
contact me on my email address
as the telephone system is not
functioning at the moment.”

Another popular fraud e-
mail simply asks for money to be
deposited into an overseas bank
account to support the tsunami
relief effort.

Some of the other scam
emails are more insidious, with
links to either “false websites” or
to websites that pretend to be le-
gitimate relief organizations ask-
ing for donations. The FBI noted
that at least one such website har-
bored a virus that could infect
your computer, adding injury to
insult.

The most despicable of the
scam emails offer, for a fee, to
locate loved ones who may have
been victims of the tsunami.

The easiest way to spot one
of these scam emails is that it ar-
rives unsolicited from a person
you have no connection with. If
you have doubts, though, a quick
search on Google will produce
links to reports of the most popu-
lar scam emails doing the rounds.
In particular, Sophos (www.
sophos.com) and Scambusters
(www.scambusters.com) are
good websites to check the latest
scams.

More importantly, to pro-
tect yourself and to save others
from receiving scam spam, do not
respond to any unsolicited in-
coming emails, and be skeptical
of individuals claiming to be sur-
viving victims or foreign govern-
ment officials asking for help in
placing large sums of money in
overseas bank accounts.

Be very suspicious of e-
mails that claim to show pictures
of the disaster areas in attached
files, as the files may contain vi-
ruses. Open attachments only if
they come from people you
know.

As I’ve said before, install
and maintain a good anti-virus
software product – any of the
major packages are OK. The im-
portant thing is to keep the virus
information up to date by install-
ing any updates or patches.
Symantec has LiveUpdate to do
this for Norton-brand products

and other manufacturers have
similar features.

Be careful of any email at-
tachment you receive, regardless
of who it appears to come from,
as the sender’s address in spam
is usually faked, so you can’t rely
on it.

Although recent versions of
Outlook block most attachments,
virus writers are getting around
Outlook’s defenses, so don’t rely
on this system. Use an up-to-date
anti-virus package. Even if you
believe the attachment is genu-
ine, don’t double-click on the file.
Instead, save it to your hard drive
then use your anti-virus software
to check it before opening.

If a particular spam email
really gets your goat, feel free to
report it to the Internet Crime
Complaint Center, found at
www.ic3.gov – they’ll keep track
of it and pass it on to law-enforce-
ment authorities.

If you want to contribute to
the relief effort, there are two
important factors in choosing
who to donate money, food or
other necessities to: How trust-
worthy are the people or the or-
ganization? And how transparent
are they in terms of demonstrat-
ing that people in need receive
your donations?

Many local residents and
organizations are co-ordinating
relief projects, including the Ro-
tary Club of Patong Beach (www.
rotarypatong.org). For details of
the latest efforts, keep an eye out
for news or bulletins posted on
the Phuket Gazette website, or
simply talk to your neighbors to
find out who and what they know.

To make a donation to
people in need outside of Thai-
land, it is probably best to con-
tact an internationally recognized
aid agency, such as the Interna-
tional Committee of the Red
Cross (www.icrc.org) or
UNICEF (www.supportunicef.
org). Just don’t get fooled by the
crooks.

Into this economic vacuum
arose pragmatic client-patronage
networks, mastered by Chea Sim
and Hun Sen. They were mem-
bers of the “Eastern cadres” who
had fled into Vietnam after the
early Khmer Rouge purges.

The other faction were
ideologically rigid Cambodian
cadres who had lived for many
years in North Vietnam. Their
importance lessened with the

years as the Viet-
namese, preparing to
withdraw their
troops from Cambo-
dia, put their trust in
Hun Sen, the new
prime minister who
was both flexible
and efficient.

The downside
of this political and
economic liberty is
that, in the scramble

for international trade and invest-
ment, Hun Sen and his colleagues
neglected to establish the rule of
law, an independent judiciary or
an effective police force.

“Hun Sen and the rest of the
current Cambodian leadership
are the beneficiaries of the politi-
cal and economic system that
evolved in the 1980s,” writes
Gottesman. “Civil servants
whose salaries are too low to sup-
port themselves and their fami-
lies are allowed to pocket a per-
centage of any fines, taxes, fees,
or bribes that they impose on the
citizenry … Powerful patrons

have little incentive
to punish their own
loyalists. As long as
the money flows, of-
ficials act with im-
punity – engaging in
theft, extortion, or
worse.”

This is the
current situation in
Cambodia, whose
economy depends
on massive doses of
foreign aid, which
is systemically

siphoned off by corruption. De-
spite a free press, a political op-
position and a plethora of human
rights organizations, Cambodia
remains a feudal state that is rap-
idly devouring its own environ-
ment.

As long as the money keeps
rolling in, few care. Everything
else is cosmetic.

“No Berlin Wall fell in
Cambodia,” the author writes.
“No Vaclav Havel or Lech Wa-
lesa came to power. The regime
did not collapse; it negotiated the
terms of its own survival. Impov-
erished and isolated, the SOC
[State of Cambodia] understood
that it needed legitimacy and as-
sistance from the United Nations
and from the West. This meant
complying with the representa-
tions of the international commu-
nity when necessary, and protect-
ing power in undemocratic and
frequently violent ways, when
possible.”

The number of tsunami-related scam emails grew so fast after
the event that the FBI issued this fraud alert on January 5.
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Hoteliers call for greater govt support

A time when money really did talk

TALKS
MONEY

By Richard Watson

Richard Watson runs Global Port-
folios Co Ltd, a Phuket-based per-
sonal financial planning service.
He can be reached at Tel and Fax:
076-381997, Mobile: 01-
0814611. Email: imm@loxinfo.
co.th.

The Expat Tsunami Fund
Committee (ETFC) was
responsible for raising
over a million baht at a

function at The Green Man Pub
and Restaurant on January 2.

The aim of the fund is to
assist – directly – the Thai vic-
tims of the tsunami without us-
ing intermediate organizations.

In the days after the fund-
raiser, I heard that the fund was
still looking for worthwhile ben-
eficiaries and that a fishing
village north of Khao Lak ap-
peared to be just that.

The village in question is
Baan Nam Kem or, in English,
Saltwater Village. The villagers
were desperately in need of new
fishing nets and food, including
baby formula.

Everyone has seen the foot-
age of the damage at Khao Lak,
and even of the waves approach-
ing the area. The camera may not
lie but I have noted before that
one simply does not get a true
impression of the daunting size
of waves from mere images.

What follows here is a brief
account of a visit to the area and
also an account of the expendi-
ture of the 60,000 baht allocated
by the ETFC to aid Baan Nam
Kem.

I am a firm believer in the
old adage that if you give a man
a fish, you feed him for a day but
if you teach him to fish, he can
feed himself for a lifetime.

That was exactly the situa-

tion at Baan Nam Kem. Al-
though they needed food,
they needed to start fishing
again to make the commu-
nity – to an extent – more
self-sufficient.

A number of the Thai
trawlers at the village were
undamaged by the tsunami but all
had lost their fishing gear. A Thai
colleague, K. Lek, took respon-
sibility for buying the raw mate-
rials and equipment required for
making nets. He approached the
matter intelligently and practi-
cally, co-opting a retired fisher-
man to assist him with the tech-
nical details.

For just over 54,000 baht,
K. Lek was able to buy enough
material to make 48 nets. How-
ever, for the style of fishing prac-
ticed here, it takes eight of these
nets joined together to make one
large net. The fishermen there-
fore manufactured six full nets.
A good start.

The balance of around
5,500 baht allowed us to buy
baby formula, bottles and some
food. It didn’t seem sufficient, so
we found some more funds to
bulk the donation somewhat.

By the early afternoon of
January 10, we were ready for the
off in Mike Hardy’s fully-laden
truck.

Baan Nam Kem had been a
thriving village of 30 sois with
brick houses. It is now a series
of sois but with little still stand-
ing. Most of the debris has been

removed, leaving empty lots
where buildings once stood.

I estimate that 10% - 15%
of the buildings survived, albeit
severely damaged A handful re-
mained – outwardly, at least –
unscathed.

There was, before the tsu-
nami, a three-kilometer-long is-
land west of Baan Nam Kem. But
no more. The sea has claimed it.

Despite all this, Baan Nam
Kem is no ghost town. It is a
place of intense activity. We were

received with grave courtesy
and given detailed receipts
for everything we donated.

The women and chil-
dren of the village had dis-
persed to surrounding areas
but were due to return on
January 12. Everybody from

the village was going to be ac-
commodated in the local school.

In Phuket, Kamala appears
to have suffered a similar type –
though not scale – of damage; the
magnitude of destruction in Khao
Lak and at Baan Nam Kem must
be seen to be believed. No words
or images will ever portray it ac-
curately.

We will be making another
trip to deliver more nets of a dif-
ferent configuration – these ones
are 200 meters long – so that

more boats can get back in the
water, more people can back to
work and the Baan Nam Khem
community can take more steps
back toward normality.

This column is titled
“Money Talks” and, for once, it
did.

PHUKET: Although the government has
been praised for its handling of the tsu-
nami relief effort, hoteliers are calling for
faster, more comprehensive and more ef-
fective support, with some saying that the
government is not doing enough.

To aid affected businesses, the Bank
of Thailand (BoT) decided on January 16
to establish a system allowing tsunami-
affected businesses to get loans at inter-
est rates of no more than 2% a year.

These loans would be channeled
through the country’s commercial banks,
which would repay the BoT at a rate of
just 0.01% a year, Prasuksup Puangso-
korn, Division Executive in the BoT’s
credit and refinancing division, told the
Gazette.

But this loan plan has yet to become
reality. Banks are not obliged to join the
scheme; those that do so must collate in-
formation on borrowers seeking post-
tsunami loans and submit this information
to the BoT before February 28.

K. Prasuksup said that the BoT
would give loan requests from commer-
cial banks top priority, disbursing the
funds within a day of receipt of a request.

In the meantime, however, most
commercial banks continue to offer loans
at the same rates as before the tsunami –
5% to 8% a year.

ML Vitaya Chakrabandhu, owner of
Le Meridien Khao Lak, which suffered

damage from the wave estimated at 500
million baht, criticized the government for
not being supportive enough.

“We urgently need a loan to rebuild
the hotel. We know that the government
is going to offer soft loans, but we’ve
found that it is very difficult to get such a
loan quickly, and the rate [of 2%] is too
high,” he said.

“We asked for a reconstruction loan
[from our bank] in the week after the tsu-
nami, but it has still not been approved.
What we need is for the government to
offer interest-free loans until the tourists
return in large numbers. If we can attract
guests, then we will be able to pay off
loans and interest as we would normally.”

ML Vitaya also criticized a supposed
price freeze on building supplies as inef-
fective. “The Internal Trade Office (ITO)
has asked for prices of construction mate-
rials to be kept the same [as before the
tsunami], but in reality the prices are still
moving according to to market principles,
and are being influenced by high demand.

“We are finding it difficult to source
materials in Khao Lak, as most suppliers
here were affected by the tsunami,” he
added. “When we order materials, some
shop owners say they don’t have enough
stock, and if we order from Phuket or Surat
Thani, it takes time and the transportation
costs too much.

“In short, we like the government
policy, but we also need action,” ML
Vitaya said.

Siriruk Lirawan, Technical Officer
at the ITO in Phuket, explained that on
January 7 the ITO had asked construction
material suppliers in the six tsunami-af-
fected provinces to freeze prices of all con-
struction materials until June 30. But, she
explained, there is no legal requirement
for shops to cooperate, and no legal sanc-
tions for non-compliance.

“We are in an open market, and this
situation will see high demand. As part of
one of many solutions, we have also asked
suppliers to display prices on their prod-
ucts.

“But in the end it is the customers
who must decide whether the price of a
product is justified,” she said.

K. Siriruk noted, however, that the
ITO in Phuket is monitoring the prices
charged by 28 construction materials sup-
pliers on the island, and had found that
prices at those stores have either fallen
since January 7 or had stayed the same as
before the tsunami.

“We monitor the prices of construc-
tion materials every day, and [the prices
of] wood, steel and other [building] ma-
terials have stayed the same.

“We have awarded blue pennants to
the shops that are cooperating with the
price freeze,” she added.

Wisut Kasayapanand, Manager of
the Kamala Beach Resort, which sustained
about 80 million baht in damage from the
tsunami, not only called for more effec-
tive price regulation of building supplies,

but also for the government to support
small traders running businesses aimed at
tourists.

He said, “The government should
help by lowering taxes and interest rates
for shops near hotels. We are trying to re-
open as quickly as possible to encourage
nearby shop owners to start trading again.
If we opened alone and ignored the sur-
rounding area, we would not survive.”

Wolfgang Meusburger, General
Manager of the Holiday Inn Resort in
Patong, which sustained more than 100
million baht in damage and is now closed
for repairs, also called for the government
to take a broad perspective in its support
of affected people and businesses.

“The government should ensure that
the infrastructure in Phuket is [fully] re-
stored as soon as possible, and should fo-
cus on reconstruction of Patong as a beach
destination.

“They should make sure that the
Patong beachfront is built up properly, and
learn from the past.

“They should make the beach road
more beautiful, and easy to walk along,
with car parking and better public trans-
port. It would be wonderful if they could
do that,” he said.

Mr Meusburger said that financial
assistance for people who have lost jobs
should also be a priority. “The government
should help people who have lost their
jobs to ensure that those people can have
income,” he stressed.

By Anongnat Sartpisut
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From page 10
Thoughts of guilt began to

emerge; I felt that I did not deserve
to be alive at all. When I calmed
down, the water level began to fall
and the water around me started
to bubble like a Jacuzzi. I was
afraid that it could be gas, and I
was terrified of another wave, so I
told everybody around me it would
be best if we climbed up onto the
roof where the French guy was
standing, still calling out for his
daughter.

We moved over to the bro-
ken house, and half way up I heard
the sound of running water again
behind me. I panicked as I was sure
that another wave was coming to
take the rest of us.

I begged the Frenchman to
pull me up fast. He helped me up,
and one by one we pulled up the
few survivors stranded near that
house, along with Johan and
Maew.

We found some wet clothes
and gave them to the naked
Swedes so they could cover them-
selves up a little. All of us had cuts
and bruises – but we were alive.

Yet looking around at all the
havoc and destruction, it did not
feel good to be alive at all. There
was nothing left. All buildings,
resorts and houses were gone. All
that was left was black and dark
gray debris, car wrecks, broken
trees and a few palm trees that
somehow remained standing.

We decided to stay on the
roof for a while as a precaution,
because it seemed possible that an-
other wave could come. We did not
speak much. A Filipina girl who
had swallowed a lot of water threw
up. Everybody just sat there and
tried to cope with what had hap-
pened.

The French guy left to look
for his daughter; I tried to convince
him that it would be safer to wait,
but he just ran away towards the
ruins.

From time to time we could
hear people screaming for help,
but it was hard to determine where
the voices came from; the sound
of the ocean was too loud.

After more than two hours,
we climbed down and walked to-
ward the highway, which was cov-
ered with debris, broken cars, bro-
ken motorbikes, destroyed furni-
ture and dead bodies. It looked like
a war zone.

Thai people, along with a
few police officers, tried to create

some kind of order. Every surviv-
ing person in the area was ordered
to move on towards the Chong Fah
waterfall, where it would be safe.
Another wave was expected, they
said, and everybody who could
move ran towards the mountains.

On the way, we picked up
some clothes on the street to cover
ourselves up. I bandaged the leg
of a foreign woman, who had deep
cuts in her right leg. Shortly after,
she was taken to safety in a mini-
van. We drank what we could find
on the way up. All the shops were
destroyed; bottles of Coke, Sprite,
Fanta and water were scattered all
around us.

Johan and I decided to stay
together because, as he said, we
shared the same fate. That was
when it hit me like a hammer:
What about
Lad? Would she
be safe in Phu-
ket? I guessed
that the whole
coastline must
have been hit
just as hard as
Bang Niang.
Remembering
the intense
force of the wa-
ter, breaking ev-
erything in its
path, taking my
parents away
and almost
drowning me, I
was sure that at
least a million
people must be dead.

I tried to get comfort from
Johan, asking him whether he
thought Phuket had survived. He
said yes, and I felt a little better,
but the uncertainty over the fate of
my fiancée and our unborn child
started to drill a hole into my brain.

If she were gone too, I
thought, there would be no reason
to go on living in Thailand. Per-
haps I would move to Canada and
live in the mountains, as far from
the sea as possible.

A deep and heavy hatred to-
wards the sea welled up in my
thoughts. I told Johan that I would
never live near the water again, and
would return to the shore just one
last time to spit into the sea, curse
it and lash it with a stick.  I hated
the water, the sea, the beach and
felt helpless like a little child. We
both cried silently as we walked
toward the waterfall.

A pickup truck stopped and

carried us the rest of the way. The
park ranger station was crowded
with injured survivors, and blood
covered the floor everywhere. I
forgot self-pity for a while and
tried to give comfort to a few
people.

An Italian man was sitting in
a crooked position, breathing
heavily and loudly. I calmed him
down and told him to move into a
more comfortable position and to
take deep, slow breaths. He felt
better after a few minutes and I
moved on to see if any more
friends and neighbors had sur-
vived.

I found Peter, a Swedish
friend who had been living in a
house next to mine. Peter had a
head wound and several cuts and
bruises. But at least he, his wife

Monica and
their 12-year-
old daughter
hade made it.
Yet there was
no sign of their
11-year-old son
Richard.

No sign,
either, of neigh-
bors Marie and
Thomas or their
son Phillip. Pe-
ter was crying
and we hugged,
trying to com-
fort each other.
We still could
not believe
what had just

happened. It had all been paradise
until just a few hours ago. Peter’s
daughter Sandra was in bad shape.
She was feverish and was trem-
bling in her sleep.

Slowly but steadily I could
feel my body again, bruised and
battered. I felt like a heavyweight
boxer after going 12 hard rounds.
Adrenaline depleted, I had to sit
down. I could no longer move
around.

Yet I did have enough energy
left to shout frantically at a Thai
guy with Rastafarian hairstyle who
arrived at the scene joking and
laughing loudly with friends. I told
him, in Thai, to shut up, because
there were people here who had
lost children and family members
and that this was not the time for
his stupid jokes. Had he not stop-
ped, I believe I would have killed
him.

All my hatred towards the
sea, all my anger about this terrible

tragedy would have been released
in deadly blows wasted on a per-
son who had no sense of human-
ity in general.

I still can’t believe today that
a person who had passed dead chil-
dren lying on the streets, seeing the
whole area destroyed, and people
crying and hurt all around him
could laugh loudly. Perhaps it was
his own kind of defense mecha-
nism, I don’t know. I just know that
I was deeply shocked and disap-
pointed by this one single person.

We met a few more friends
who made it, but nobody was in
the mood for conversation. We just
sat there and stared into space.

Many hours later, Johan and
I decided to go back to Bang Niang
Beach and perhaps search for our
relatives. We made it just a few
hundred meters towards the beach
before realizing that there was no
way we could make it to our
houses, as the way was completely
blocked by debris, wrecked cars,
bits of roof, trees, corpses and the
ponds of a nearby shrimp farm
with bodies floating in them.

On our way we found our
cars, now just mangled wrecks. We
tried to spot our houses from the
distance, but it was impossible;
there was nothing left, just a few
walls here and there. The whole
beach was unrecognizable.

On the way we met a Thai
construction worker, Panya, a
good friend. He instantly offered
to help us, gave us money to sur-
vive and took us to his home,
where we could take showers and
get some fresh clothes.

Shortly after, I got great
news. My fiancée’s car had been
seen at the viewpoint and it was
certain that she was alive. I was
massively relieved to hear that and
totally happy, though I also felt
sorry for Johan, who’s fiancée was
by now feared dead.

I did not see Lad again until
36 hours later. We had been
searching for each other by visit-
ing all the nearby hospitals, yet
kept missing each other.

Johan and I tried to talk
about what the future would bring
and how to cope with our losses.
That night, we did not find much
sleep on the floor in Panya’s house,
but at least a comfortable feeling
of being safe started to settle in.

I cried a lot that night over
the many hours I just lay there
awake, with just a few short pe-
riod of restive sleep in between. I
just hoped that my parents had
gone to a better place, because
Earth seemed like Hell right now.

I hoped to find them in a
dream, but when I finally fell
asleep there was just darkness.

If I could make a wish, and
if something like reincarnation is
a reality, I would wish to be reborn
as the son of those exact same par-
ents so that I could tell them just
one more time just how much I
loved them.

A deep and heavy
hatred towards the
sea welled up in my

thoughts. I told Johan
that I would never live
near the water again,
and would return to

the shore just one last
time to spit into the

sea, curse it and lash
it with a stick.

PHUKET: The 7th AirAsia Inter-
national Phuket Rugby 10s will
be held at the Karon Municipal
Stadium on May 28 and 29, with
the profits going to an scholar-
ship fund for orphans.

Patrick Cotter, Chairman of
the Phuket Vagabonds RFC, said,
“We plan to set up a scholarship
fund for children orphaned [by
the tsunami] to ensure that they
can at least get a good education
to help them through this ordeal.

“To this end the AirAsia
Phuket International Rugby 10s
will be raising donations for the
fund, not just this year, but for
the foreseeable future.

He added, “The annual
Phuket AirAsia International
Rugby 10s is seen as a possible
conduit for [helping these chil-
dren], especially as the timing of
the [event] in May will come as
international interest in the vic-
tims of the tsunami subsides.”

Mr Cotter added that sports
travel agents Gullivers, for ex-
ample, have offered to arrange
for former England international
and after-dinner speaker Gareth
Chilcott to host a dinner on the
Monday evening following the
10s. Mr Chilcott will be en-route
to New Zealand for the British
Lions tour and has offered his
services free.

Gullivers has also offered a
“Lions package” as a raffle or
auction prize. The package in-
cludes tickets for the first Lions
test against the All Blacks at
Christchurch on June 25 and the
match against Manawatu, along
with accommodation aboard the
P&O cruise liner Pacific Sky.

Although the deadline for
entering the tournament is April
30, Mr Cotter has urged teams to
register early. Entry is US$400
per team, of which US$100 will
go to the scholarship fund.

Anyone interested in the
proposed Gareth Chilcott dinner
should also contact Mr Cotter as
soon as possible, so that arrange-
ments can be made.

For more information about
the Rugby 10s tournament or
other fund-raising efforts in
Phuket’s rugby community, con-
tact Patrick Cotter by email at:
phuketvagabondsrfc@yahoo.
co.uk

Rugby 10s
to raise
funds for
tsunami
orphans
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YACHT HAVEN: Sail training school and char-
terer Yachtpro will hold a charity sailing day on
January 30 to raise funds for local victims of the
December 26 tsunami, and to raise awareness that
Phuket is operational.

Rob Williams, of Yachtpro, said, “The faster
Phuket derives income from tourism, the faster the
recovery will be for the Thai people in our area.

“My fear is that once the tourists affected by
this disaster are gone, people will lose interest in
the locals left behind, and they will suffer. This
will help keep everything going.”

The account details are: Account Name: Tsu-
nami Recovery; Account Number: 021-2-57154-
1; Bank: Bank of Asia; Branch: Phuket City; Ad-
dress: 206 Phuket Rd, Muang, Phuket, 83000

Mr Williams added, “All proceeds will go to
a Royal Charity. In this way we can ensure there
will be no deductions of administration or other
costs.”

For more information contact Rob Williams
at Yachtpro (Thailand) at Tel: 076-232960, Fax:
076-232961; Email: info@sailing-thailand.com, or
through the website at www.sailing-thailand.com

Sailing day aims to raise
funds for tsunami victims

PATONG: By winning 6-3 on the
road in a make-up game against
Didi’s, OffShore Bar held off a
strong late-season challenge by
last season’s winners Happy
Days to win the Patong Darts
League by just two points. In the
only other game played on Janu-
ary 11, also a make-up match,
Happy Days took all three points
against Fat Boy Saloon.

Seven matches remained
unplayed, but as these would not
impact on the standings at the top
of the table, they don’t need to
be played, league organizer Bez
of Amigos Bar said.

By winning the league,
OffShore won the right to host
the winner’s party at their bar at
the mouth of Soi Nanai 2 on
January 18. The league restarts

on January 25, with the same
venues expected to take part.

Final standings: 1. Offshore
(49pts); 2. Happy Days (47); 3.
Nag’s Head (45); 4. Piccadilly
(42); 5. Queen Mary (38); 6.
Champs (36); 7. Didi’s (30); 8.
Amigos (26); 9. Shakers (23); 10.
Two Black Sheep (22); 11. Fat
Boy Saloon (11); 12. Valhalla (6).

OffShore wins Patong Darts League

La Samudra won Cruising Class A in last year’s
Phang Nga Bay Regatta.

PHANG NGA BAY: The 8th QBE Insur-
ance Phang Nga Bay Regatta will take
place as scheduled from February 9 to 13.

“The way to restore people’s lives [af-
ter the tsunami] is to bring tourism back
as quickly as possible. It is now time for
the yachting community to give back …”
the organizers announced in a press re-
lease.

The Phi Phi islands, which have suf-
fered major damage, will not be a sched-
uled stop in this year’s regatta. “As a sign
of respect, an alternate destination is cur-
rently being decided upon. However, all
proceeds collected by the regatta this year
will be donated to the rebuilding of this
magnificent island, which has in previous
years played host to our event,” the release
said.

Regatta to go ahead

For sailors unable to take part in the regatta,
donations may still be made. For more informa-
tion or to make a donation, contact Andrew Craig
(Tel: 01-7372812, Email: andrew@leadingedge-
media.com) or Scott Duncanson (Tel: 01-8924992,
Email: securicor@ csloxinfo.com).
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WHEEL
BEHIND

By Jeff Heselwood

T H E

Jeff Heselwood may be contacted
by email at jhc@netvigator.com

The first “Behind the
Wheel” column I wrote
for the Gazette, back in
May 2003, featured the

then-new Volvo XC90, declaring
the luxury sports utility vehicle
(SUV) a “world beater”.

And sure enough, the XC90
has dominated sales of SUVs in
a number of markets, particularly
its main target market, North
America, where demand cur-
rently outstrips supply.

But the XC90 had one flaw:
it was not equipped with a lazy
V8 engine which, in the face of
competition from SUV rivals
BMW and Mercedes-Benz, has
cost Volvo a number of sales.

All that changed in Septem-
ber last year when, at the Paris
show, Volvo unveiled a new
XC90, complete with a 311bhp
(229kW) V8 motor, the first V8
in Volvo’s history.

The 4.4-liter, Jaguar-de-
rived V8 is a tight fit and,
mounted transversely, is shoe-
horned into the XC90’s engine
bay, which was originally de-
signed to accommodate either a
straight six, or the less conven-
tional straight five, both also
mounted transversely to save
space.

Volvo has tried to stress the
advantages of the location of the
engine, saying: “A transverse
engine is helpful in maintaining
the frontal crumple zones in the
XC90, thus not compromising
protective safety.”

In addition, the engine
meets the stringent American
ULEV (ultra-low emission ve-
hicle) standards, something no
other gasoline V8 so far has man-
aged to achieve.

The ULEV requirements
have been met by using four cata-
lytic converters and adopting a
higher idling speed of 1,250 rpm
to ensure speedy warm-up.

The V8 is mated to a new
six-speed automatic transmission
and the latest permanent all-
wheel drive (AWD).

Sixth gear is a pure over-

drive, to reduce noise and fuel
consumption. Using new soft-
ware that cleverly integrates
engine performance with the
new transmission, the unit will
not shift gear in a corner, but
waits until the road straightens
out.

It can also be used as a
manual gearbox if preferred and
there is a “lock-up” facility.

The new AWD system, de-
veloped in Sweden by Haldex,
now incorporates “instant trac-
tion”, which improves quick
getaways on slippery surfaces.

By maintaining some re-

sidual torque in the system, Volvo
claims a reduction in wheelspin
of about one-seventh of a turn of
the wheel. The AWD system has
also been upgraded to accept the
increase in torque
produced by the
big V8.

Safety has
long been a by-
word at Volvo,
giving the firm a
name for produc-
ing cars that pro-
tect occupants,
and the XC90 is
no exception.

A strong boron steel-rein-
forced passenger compartment is
complemented by a sophisticated
side-impact protection system.

There has been some con-
troversy, in the US particularly,
about the tendency of SUVs to

roll. The Volvo addresses this
with an advanced anti-roll-over
protection system incorporates
gyro-sensors that will detect if
the vehicle has leaned too far

in one direction
or the other, and
will reduce
torque and apply
braking effect to
the necessary
wheels to counter
the roll.

The new V8
XC90 is distin-
guished from its
more mundane

cousins by discreet V8 badges
on the front grille and tailgate,
newly-designed 18-inch wheels,
twin tail pipes and body-color
side moldings and door handles.

“Masculine without being
macho; powerful without being

aggressive.” That was how the
original designer of the XC90 Pe-
ter Horbury described the SUV
at its launch in 2002.

Horbury would no doubt
attach similar images to the
power of the V8 version. He is
now head of design for Ford
North America – Volvo is still
searching for a replacement.

With a new Mercedes-Benz
M-Class about to make its debut
at the 2005 North American In-
ternational Auto show in Detroit
this month, and upgrades prom-
ised for the BMW X5 during the
year, this particular segment of
the luxury SUV market is set for
a fierce battle. The new V8
XC90, though, is already ahead
in the war.

V8 puts Volvo back in
front of the SUV game
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Home of the Week Rawai

Travertine marble and
parquet flooring, skirt-
ings and wooden blinds
are just some of the de-

tails that add character and ap-
peal to a four-bedroomed home
on sale near Rawai and Nai Harn
Beaches.

The property sits on a large
plot on a cul-de-sac, in a location
that is quiet, yet still close to
beaches, shops and other ameni-
ties.

The ground floor features
travertine marble flooring laid in
an eye-catching diamond pattern,
timber doors, skirtings, natural
cedar wood blinds and, in the liv-
ing area, a bar.

The lounge opens onto a
terrace and the adjoining dining
room is spacious, light and airy.
Next to it is a U-shaped, well-
equipped Western-style kitchen,
with smart black granite bench

tops, timber cupboards and stain-
less steel appliances. There is
also a guest bathroom on this
floor.

On the upper level, which
features parquet floors, are three
roomy bedrooms, complete with

The appeal is
in the detail

balconies overlooking the gar-
den, and two bathrooms, one
with a full-sized bath.

In the garden, which has an
infinity-edge swimming pool,
there is a freestanding guest suite,
consisting of a bedroom and en-
suite bathroom.

The house has car parking
space for two vehicles under the
main roof and a large tropical
garden.

Water is supplied from a
large water tower. The house also
has several air conditioners and
ceiling fans, single phase elec-
tricity and a hot water system.

The land title is Chanote
and the asking price is 12.5 mil-
lion baht.

For more information contact Ri-
chard Lusted at Siam Real Estate
at Tel: 076 280805, Email:
info@siamrealestate.com or visit
the website at: www.siam
realestate.com.

Set in front of the house is an infinity-edge swimming pool.

The property sits on a large plot on a no-through road, offering
privacy within minutes of Nai Harn and Rawai Beaches.



26 P H U K E T  G A Z E T T E January 22 - 28, 2005P H U K E T  P R O P E R T Y

CHALONG: Work is continuing
on the 326-million-baht Chalong
Beach Villa development, sited
on 10 rai of beachfront land about
1.3 kilometers south of Chalong
Circle, with the first show home
expected to be ready for viewing
next month.

Developers Chalong Beach
Villa Company Ltd broke ground
on the 16-unit seaside residential
project in August 2004, and are
on target to complete the project
by the end of 2006.

Project Manager Suttipunt
Kao-Umpaipunt said that the de-
velopment offers an alternative to
other villa projects on the island,
many of which are clustered
around golf courses or in hilly
locations.

The project comprises vil-
las of three different design
schemes, all of which offer pro-
spective buyers customized inte-
riors to meet their own specific
needs.

All are built on lots with
minimum area of 800 square
meters.

The single-story Chaiya-
pluk design offers three bed-
rooms, four bathrooms, living
room, dining room, maid’s quar-
ters and a kitchen. All are located
with direct sea views and cover
448sqm. Four units will be avail-
able at prices starting at 24 mil-
lion baht.

K. Suttipunt said that the

 Construction Update by Anongnat Sartpisut

Chalong villas by the bay

Chaiyapluk design will include
ventilation blocks and lighting
that will create a warm and spa-
cious atmosphere, especially in
the evening.

The two-story Rachavadee
units will cover 398sqm and be
built in a style that combines Thai
and Sino-Portuguese design ele-
ments.

Each will comprise three
bedrooms, four bathrooms and a
WC, living room, dining room,
maid’s quarters and kitchen.
Prices start at 19 million baht and
eight units will be built in this
style, all with sea views from the
second story.

The largest design, the
Rachapluk, is a two-story Thai-
style design covering 580sqm,
also with second-story sea views.
Four units are planned,
each with three bed-
rooms, four bathrooms,
living room, dining
room, maid’s room and
kitchen. Prices start at
20 million baht.

All of the homes
will come with a 32-
sqm swimming pool
and sun deck with non-
slip ceramic tiles.

The entire project will fea-
ture underground power supply
and telephone lines, as well as
parking and 24-hour security.

The developers are target-

ing Scandinavians, Malaysians,
Singaporeans and people from
Hong Kong seeking a vacation
home and investment opportu-

nity in Phuket.
K. Suttipunt said

most buyers viewed
the tsunami as a “one-
off” event and added
that the projects’ con-
struction had not been
badly affected by the
disaster.

“We have been
getting very positive

feedback so far, with prospective
buyers contacting us every day.
Even though we have yet to offi-
cially begin marketing the
project, four units have already
been sold,” he said.

While everyone on
Phuket has an
opinion of how the
island will fare

over the coming months, I de-
cided to get a forecast from one
of the most experienced people
in the Thai travel industry – Bob
James.

Bob is a long-time senior
executive in the travel industry
in Thailand and now runs his own
company in Bangkok. He came
to Thailand more than 10 years
ago with the Southern Pacific
Hotel group and, until a year ago,
was Senior Vice-President and
Director of Marketing for the
Central Group of Hotels.

He is now Managing Direc-
tor of Sheer Bravado, a graphic
design and marketing company
with blue-chip clients including
Star Alliance, Pacific Islands
Club, Sheraton Grande and East
West Siam, and, in Phuket, the
Hilton Phuket Arcadia Resort
and Spa, Royal Phuket Marina
and Thai Marine Leisure. He is
also on the Executive Commit-
tee of the Tourism Council of
Thailand.

“I was in the UK at the time
[of the tsunami] and, naturally,
glued to the TV, switching from
channel to channel.

“What has made it difficult
for the immediate future is that,
around the world, we were see-
ing only the problem areas, and
not being shown that most of
Phuket was unaffected.

“Now, however, most
people – including those in
Bangkok – are becoming aware
that most of Phuket is operating
normally, so business will start
to come back, though slowly at
first,” he said.

“The fact is, people in
Bangkok are almost certainly
thinking twice at the moment

“We have been
getting very

positive
feedback so

far... Four units
have already
been sold.”

The Rachapluk design – the largest in the Chalong Beach Villa portfolio – has four bedrooms and
a 32sqm swimming pool. Scandinavians and Singaporeans will be part of the target market.
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about coming to Phuket. There
would be a combination of feel-
ings; many will feel that it would
be premature or perhaps a little
insensitive to come now.

“The message that Phuket
needs to get across is that if you
are a responsible and sympathetic
person, you should come and
support the industry.”

Looking to the long term,
Mr James said, “Phuket will
come back stronger than before.
The tourism industry has been se-

verely whacked almost every
year since the financial crisis of
1997, but the increasing maturity
and resilience of the Thai tour-
ism industry in this
very beautiful part of
Thailand will eventu-
ally see major im-
provements.

“Every time
there has been a set-
back, the industry has
reorganized itself and
come back stronger
than ever.”

There is always
a benefit from disaster, Mr James
pointed out, and many things are
improved. Money starts coming
into the community for rebuild-

ing and Phuket will finish up bet-
ter off, he explained.

“The human spirit of the
community will strengthen as
people overcome the experi-
ence.”

Bob pointed out that mas-
sive advertising campaigns are
currently being planned, present-
ing the island to the world as
more beautiful than ever, which
will go a long way toward over-
coming the negative effect of the
early images.

What about Phuket’s prop-
erty industry?

“The property industry is
quite different. Investing in prop-
erty is a question of confidence,
and if I had the opportunity to buy
or if I were contemplating buy-
ing in Phuket, I wouldn’t change
my mind.

“I think we will see a little
slowdown, but this will more
likely be due to the fact that po-
tential buyers are just delaying

their trip until they
feel comfortable with
the situation, and this
takes time.

“People took a
little time to return to
New York after the
September 11 crisis,
even though most of
the city was fine,”
said Bob.

Indeed, he be-
lieves, Phuket will finish up bet-
ter off and, in a few months, the
island, its people and its economy
will be stronger than ever.

Bouncing back better than ever

LARGER

LIFE
By Graham Doven

THANTHAN

“...most people –
including those

in Bangkok – are
becoming aware

that most of
Phuket is
operating

normally...”

“Investing in property is a question of confidence,” says Bob
James, travel industry guru.



P H U K E T  P R O P E R T Y28 P H U K E T  G A Z E T T E January 22 - 28, 2005

 G ardening with Bloomin’ Bert

Orchid you not ...

Want to know more
about a plant

in your garden?

Email Bloomin’ Bert at:
bloominbert@hotmail.com

The ancient Greeks believed that the roots of orchids had aphrodisiac properties.

My mum’s a bit of a
gardener, too. She
lives in a com-
pletely different

part of the world, Britain, which
has an equally different climate.
The idea of gardening over there
is to wait years – rather than days
– for results, always assuming
that the frost doesn’t kill every-
thing off in the meantime.

Things that we take very
much for granted here are grown
by Britons as pot plants. British
pot-plant cultivators feel a sense
of achievement if their charges
do little more than survive; the
fact that anything actually grows
and increases in size is a bonus.
Something that grows several
inches in a month in this neck of
the woods will do well to achieve
that rate of growth in a year over
there.

Without any doubt, my
mum’s favorite flower is the or-
chid. This is one of those flow-
ers that doesn’t exactly thrive
next to daffodils and tulips.

The first time she came to
Thailand, I remember her reac-
tion to how widespread orchids
are here, and how freely they
grow. At over £1 (around 70
baht) per bloom in the UK, you
don’t find a spray of them on your

hotel bed there, nor expect to find
one or two in your cocktail glass.

Nobody knows exactly how
many different varieties of or-
chids exist, but the best estimates
put the number between 25,000
and 35,000, making orchidaceae
by far the biggest family of flow-
ering plants.

Why “orchid”? You can
thank Theophrastus, an ancient
Greek Peripatetic philosopher –
who was also something of a
botanist – for that.

He gave the name to a
group of bizarre plants that he
came across because he thought
the paired tubers of these plants
closely resembled the delicate
pair of parts of the masculine
anatomy; orkhis in Greek.

Back then they also thought
that orchids had aphrodisiac
properties – that eating the tubers
might “provoke Venus” and they
would sire male children.

All orchids share a common
theme – they’re stunning. They
seem to ooze “tropicalness”, and
are used in a thousand different
ways to maximize this. They’re
often one of the first things given
to visitors to Thailand – often in
the form of a garland – and Thai
weddings wouldn’t be complete

without the
guests having an
orchid pinned to
their clothing.

Most or-
chids that grow
in this region are
epiphytes. In
other words,
they don’t need
any soil to grow,
just something to
cling on to.

They are
equally happy
spreading their

roots into an old coconut husk as
they are in the cracks of a wall or
rocky outcrop, or the cracked
trunk of an old tree. They don’t
harm the tree in any way, they’re
just harmless squatters.

They seem to appear at ev-
ery turn in Phuket. Most gardens
have at least a few lurking some-
where, and the hotels and restau-
rants would look incomplete
without orchids sitting in the
background. The most unlikely
of spots can have the most abun-
dant orchid collections.

If you ever fancy a beer at
Rawai Beach, call in at the Sun-
shine Bar, run by a lovely lady
called Jim. Yes, Jim. This lady is
obviously an orchid nut and she
has dozens of varieties there, all

just quietly minding their own
business. She’s certainly doing
something right, as they’re mag-
nificent.

That’s the wonderful thing
about this plant. It looks after it-
self. You’ll read testimonies from
experts in the field who will in-
sist on certain fertilizers, and spe-
cific watering techniques and
schedules to maximize the flow-
ering of the plants.

Why then do the orchids of
my next door neighbor look so
incredible? He waters them ev-
ery day. That’s it – nothing else.
The flowers just keep on coming
regardless.

Orchids in nature grow pro-
tected from the tropical sun by
the shade of trees. Although there
are many “rules” about orchid-
growing that can be flouted, this
is one that has no room for ma-
neuver.

If you don’t have a shaded
area in your garden, then you’ll
need to invest in some plastic
shade cloth to filter out the worst
of the direct sunlight.

We’re pretty lucky here.
Orchids just grow. Don’t tell my
mum though, as she may just be
tempted to move out here perma-
nently.
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Properties
For Sale

PATONG BEACH

3-story townhouse, newly
renovated to a high standard.
North end of the beach – pan-
oramic views over the city
and beach/bay. 3 bedrooms, 3
bathrooms, home office,
marble floors, modern kitchen,
about 250 sq meters. 6.9 mil-
lion baht (fixed). Tel: 076-
290225, 07-8869410. Email:
john_w_cole@hotmail.com
For further details, please see
our website at: www.
patongbeachrealestate.com/
townhouse

PATONG

condominium. Condo is fully
refurbished to a high standard
and has seaviews. 2.4 million
baht. Tel: 07-8893838. Email:
asiasiamproperties@yahoo.
co.uk

RAWAI CONDO

for sale. 250,000 baht total
price, payable in instalments.
150,000 baht initial payment,
the remaining 100,000 baht
transferred at the Land Office
after 1 year. Freehold title.
Please contact for more infor-
mation. Tel: 09-4740227.
Email: chotip_5@ hotmail.com

6.5% RETURN

on investment. Buy my 4 mil-
lion baht house in Land &
Houses  Park and you can earn
22k baht per month in rent,
or, of course, live in it. Call Tel:
06-5340966 for full details.

MISSION HILLS

Build your dream home on 1-
rai serviced lots next to
Phuket’s newest golf course.
Exclusive gated community.
Pls call or email for more info.
Tel: 09-9725226. Email:
bgbphuket@yahoo.com

3 NEW HOUSES

for sale in Phuket City. 2
bedrooms and European
kitchen. Price: 1.2 million
baht. Tel: 01-8915932.

APARTMENT

for sale. New 2-bedroom
apartment for sale, close to
Surin and Bang Tao Beaches.
Furnished, with good quality
finishings. Email: jgkg24@
hotmail.com

ATTRACTIVE HOUSE

House for sale, situated in small
development in  Kathu, 9 mins
from Patong. Just being com-
pleted. Approx 140sqm cov-
ered area, on 350sqm land. 3
bedrooms (1 en-suite) plus 2
bathrooms, large living room,
kitchen/dining area, enclosed
verandah living area, off-
street parking, hot water.
Price: 3.5 million baht. Tel:
076-321954, 01-8948374.
Fax: 076-323421. Email:
somsrijenner@ lycos.com

LAND IN PATONG

with beautiful sea views. Must
be seen. Price: 4.25 million
baht. Tel: 07-8893838. Email:
asiasiamproperties@yahoo.
co.uk

KATHU WATERFALL

Townhouse for sale. Corner
unit, 2 bedrooms, furnished,
with aircon. 770,000 baht.
Tel: 07-2698492.

LAND FOR SALE

in Phuket Country Club. Please
call for more details. Tel: 09-
8718333, 01-6913351.

BEACH LAND PLOTS

Beautiful pieces of land lo-
cated on small island, 3 mins
by boat from east coast
Phuket. 1,000sqm plots with
14 meters of white sandy
beach frontage. Last 4 plots
available. Price 2.5 million
baht/plot. Tel: 01-3430777.

SEAVIEW LAND

for sale. Beautiful sea-view
land in Patong. 1,300sqm,
with road and company in-
cluded. Call 04-1167446
Steve (English).

2-RAI LOTS – RAWAI

2¼ -rai lots in Rawai. Flat,
level land, coconut tree land,
water, electric, new road,
Chanote, 2.4 million baht/rai.
Tel: 06-5950188. Email:
nsupin@yahoo.com

KATA – BEST PRICE!

House for sale & rent. Near
the sea. Please contact for
details. Tel: 076-284065,
06-5958512, 01-9704638.
Email: nalumana@phuket.
ksc.co.th

LIGHTHOUSE

FOR SALE

The famous Lighthouse
Restaurant – with five wa-
terfront luxury rooms and
three offices – in Ao
Chalong is seriously for
sale. Potential to develop
residential units on unused
property. Please email:
maipenrai@hushmail.com

2-STORY HOUSE

Nai Harn. New house for sale
by owners. 3 bedrooms, 2 bath-
rooms, 400 sqm. 4.5 million
baht. Tel: 01-7520275.

½RAI RAWAI: B1.9M

½ -rai lot in Rawai, on quiet
road near Don’s Mall. Electric,
water, 1.9 million baht. Tel:
06-5950188. Email: nsupin
@yahoo.com

Gazette Classads – 4,000 readers a day!

SPECIALTY LAND

We specialize in Phuket resi-
dential property, personal &
project development land. All
inquiries. Tel: 09-6491963,
01-8918082.

LAND & HOUSE

FOR SALE

For further details, please
contact us at Tel: 09-
1954029 or Email: info@
phuketlandservice.com, or
see our website at: www.
phuketlandservice.com

HOUSE IN THALANG

FOR SALE

10 minutes from the airport
and 10 minutes from Dul-
wich International College.
8x4 swimming pool, 5
aircons, 2 bedrooms, 1
child’s room, 2 bathrooms &
1 separate building useful as
a store house or maid’s
room. 504sqm, Chanote
title. 5.5 million baht, includ-
ing furniture. Pls call for
more info. Tel: 01-6078000.
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FOR RENT
Bungalows & restaurant.
Tel: 01-8946686. Website:
www.phuketnatureplace.
com

PATONG COMMERCIAL
New, 3-story shop and resi-
dence available for about
US$25 a day. Suit restaurant,
office, bar, etc. Excellent lo-
cation & cheap. Call Peter at
Tel: 07-0170135.

PATONG SHOPHOUSE
6 bedrooms with en-suite
bathrooms. Great location,
brand new. For rent or sale.
Inexpensive opportunity to
start new business. Tel: 07-
0170135.

PATONG RESIDENCE
1- or 2-bedroom apartments
with kitchen and pool, and only
350m from the beach, for rent
at 9,000 baht/month. Pls con-
tact for more info. Tel: 09-
4740227. Email: chotip_5@
hotmail.com

RAWAI RESIDENCE
Apartment/studio with aircon
and fan, fully furnished and
300m from the beach for rent
at 7,000 baht/month or 350
baht/day. Tel: 09-4743418,
07-2738944. Email: chotip_5
@hotmail.com

APARTMENT
for rent. 50sqm. Good posi-
tion & location on Nanai Rd.
Only available as a year-long
rental. Pls call for info. Tel:
07-8904518.

PATONG
apartments. Clean, comfort-
able studio apartments. New
interior decor, big fridge, air-
con, TV, big double beds, pool
and parking. Central Patong.
Tel: 01-0825707. For details,
see our website at: www.
phuket-accommodation.info

RAWAI TOWNHOUSE
3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, fur-
nished, aircon & TV. Yearly
rental, 16,000 baht per month.
Tel: 01-3709661. Email:
one5thave@yahoo.com

LUXURY APARTMENT
Close to Patong. Balcony has
clear view of Patong Bay,
pool, 1 huge bedroom, bath-
room, kitchen, lounge, 2
aircons, security. 30,000
baht pcm. Tel: 07-2681170. A PERFECT PLACE

Great entertainment place
for rent, next to Safari Disco
on the main road. Tel: 01-
5376663, 09-8676654.

LONG-TERM LEASE
New, fully furnished house in
Palai Green with 2 aircon
bedrooms, hot shower,
kitchen, living room, garage
and beautiful garden. Located
in a quiet area near Chalong
Bay. Please call 01-8924311.

NEW HOUSE
FOR RENT

79sq wah, with 3 bedrooms,
2 bathrooms, garden and
parking area. Peaceful, nice
location near the Heroines'
Monument, surrounded by
mountain views and only 20
minutes from Phuket City.
For rent at 15,000 baht/
month, unfurnished. Pls
contact for more info. Tel:
04-0514949. Email:
mammos56@yahoo.com

HOUSE 4 RENT
Kathu. 2 beds, 2 bathrooms,
kitchen, living room, 2 aircon,
furnished. 8,000 baht per
month for long term. Tel: 09-
2909567. See our website at:
www. brommathaihouse.com

HOUSE FOR RENT
Detached family house with 3
bedrooms + 2 bathrooms, 4
aircons, 150sqm garden area.
1 min to Suan Luang Park, 10
mins to Dulwich College. 1-
year contract, 26,000 baht/
month. Tel: 01-9680309.
Fax: 076-282879. Email:
info@houseinphuket.com
Please see our website at:
www.houseinphuket.com

KATA HILL HOUSE
for rent. Close to Kata Beach,
on quiet hillside. Fully-fur-
nished, 2 bedrooms with
aircon, 2 bathrooms with hot
shower, living room, kitchen,
UBC TV, parking space and
balcony with sea view. 16,000
baht per month. Tel: 076-
216036, 01-6062827. Email:
nij017@hotmail.com

Classified ads are charged per line. Each line is 80 baht,

with a minimum of 4 lines (heading included) per ad.

All advertising must be paid for in advance.

Deadline for Property Mart page: Friday 3 pm.

Deadline for all other pages: Saturday 12 noon.

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_| (heading)

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

Classified Advertisements

Please use this form to write your classified advertisement.

Then hand it to any of our agents.

Get your Phuket Gazette from
these outlets in the capital:

Don Muang Airport
Tel. 02-5731120

Se-Ed, Mahboonkrong Building, zone B, Phayathai Rd,
Pathumwan
Tel. 02-6117165

Se-Ed, Silom Complex, 4thfloor, Silom Rd, Bangrak
Tel. 02-2313244

Se-Ed, Silom Center, Rama 1 Rd, Pathumwan
Tel. 02-6581153

Se-Ed, Panthip Plaza, M-floor, Petchaburi Rd, Rajathewee
Tel. 02-6566070

Se-Ed, Fortune Town Building, Ratchadapisek Rd, Huaykwang
Tel. 02-2485668

Se-Ed, Central Rama 3, Satupradit Rd, Yannawa
Tel. 02-6736342

Q Mart, Grand Hotel, Sukhumvit Rd, Soi 11, Klongtoey
Tel. 02-6511200 ext. 3452

C Mart, Centre Point, Petchaburi Rd, Soi 15, Rajathewee
Tel. 02-6536690-8 ext. 4030

Duangkamol, Sukhumvit Rd, Klongtoey
Tel. 02-2526261

Bangkok

KAMALA ROOMS
Rooms in Kamala available for
rent. Aircon, cable TV,
shower, balcony & Jacuzzi/
sauna. 5 mins to the beach.
600-800 baht/night, inclusive.
Pls call Tom for more info. Tel:
07-1904584.

ALMOST BRAND NEW
Fully furnished, 2-bedroom
house in Land & Houses Park
for rent at 25,000 baht per
month. For more information,
please call Pam at Tel: 01-
8105559 or Jay at Tel: 09-
8745286.

HOME FOR RENT
Land & Houses Park. 4 bed-
rooms, 3 bathrooms, aircon,
garden and parking. Price:
35,000 baht per month. Tel:
076-225444.

APARTMENTS
in Patong for long-term rent. 1
bedroom, 1 TV room with
cable TV and aircon. Some
apartments with good sea
views. 10,000-20,000 per
month. For more details,
please call Tel: 09-2909567
or visit our website at: www.
brommathaihouse.com

2- & 3-BEDROOM
houses. 3-bedroom house at
Khao Khat, with panoramic
view over Chalong Bay. Satel-
lite TV and ADSL Internet
access. 10 mins from Phuket
City & Chalong. 2-bedroom
house at Karon. Both in safe,
quiet locations unaffected by
high tides. Tel: 076-244652,
09-7299747, 01-6764849.
Email: info@etwood.com

VILLA IN CHALONG
hills. 3-bedroom villa with large
terrace, fully-equipped kitchen
and 2 bathrooms. Great natu-
ral surroundings. 25,000 baht/
month. Tel: 01-8235410.
Email: couture@loxinfo.co.th

HOUSES FOR RENT
for short- or long-term rental.
Tel: 01-9680309. Email:
waeowta@myrealbox.com
Please see our website at:
www.houseinphuket.com

LUXURY HOUSE
Close to Patong, but quiet, hill-
side location. Balcony, with
clear view of whole of Patong
Bay. Further poolside balcony,
2 huge bedrooms, en-suite
bathrooms, Euro kitchen,4
aircons, security. 60,000 baht
pcm. Tel: 07-2681170.

65 RAI
BEACHFRONT LAND

in Chalong. Perfect location
for a villa or marina project.
180 million baht. Call Tel: 01-
8916143 for more details.

Properties
For Rent

HOUSE IN THALANG
150sqm near Mission Hills
Golf Course, 11,000 baht/
month long term. Tel: 07-
2849541, 06-2821735.

ROOMS TO LET
in Kathu. Fully furnished lake-
view apartments with air
conditioning, fridge, free sat-
ellite TV, hot water and car
parking in a new develop-
ment in Kathu, for rent. Rent
from 166 baht a day. Tel:
076-202585, 09-1968449.

Do Not Drink
Tap Water!

APARTMENTS
in Patong for long-term rent. 1
bedroom, 1 TV room with
cable TV and aircon. Some
apartments with good sea
views. 10,000-20,000 per
month. Call 09-2909567 or
visit our website at: www.
brommathaihouse.com

HOUSE FOR RENT
in Chalong. fully furnished, 2
bedrms, 3 bathrms, 2 aircons,
quiet area. 16,500 baht/
month. Tel: 01-9680309.

APARTMENT KATHU
2 bedroom, Kitchen, living
room, bathroom, terrace, car-
port, swimming pool, cable
TV, tel line. Near Loch Palm
Golf Club. For long-term rent,
15,000 baht/month. Tel: 076-
202725, 01-8916632. Email:
golflandview@gmx.de

4+2 BEDROOM
HOUSE IN KAMALA

Top-quality 4+2 bedroom
house for sale in Kamala, 1.2
km from the beach, in a very
safe area. 4 master bed-
rooms on 1st floor with en-
suite bathroom. 2 bedrooms
on ground floor, one can be
used as an office (2 phone
lines), the other as a maid's
room with attached bath-
room. Large living-dining
room with open European
kitchen, as well as a Thai
kitchen. Fully furnished, all
rooms with aircon and ceiling
fan. Own water supply, in-
cluding drinking water. The
house can also be used for
business purposes, but not
for public restaurant/bar,
etc. Asking price: 18 million
baht, negotiable. For more
details, pls contact Franz
Brun in Kamala, Tel: 076-
279075, 01-4761415.
Email: fbrun@loxinfo.co.th
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Accommodation
Available

Household
Services

Household
Services
Needed

Building
Services

APTS FOR

LONG-TERM RENT

Luxury 2-bedroom apart-
ments with full options at
40,000 to 60,000 baht a
month (excluding electricity
and cleaning). Short-term also
available, at low season
prices. Tel: 01-2729507.
Email: g.van.hal@12 move.nl
For further details, please
see our website at: www.
residencephuket.com

KAMALA

apartments for long let. Fully
furnished, aircon, shower,
cable, 56sqm. 10,000 per
month; 36sqm. 8,000 per
month. Quiet area, sauna,
Jacuzzi. Tel: 07-1904584.

BOUTIQUE HOTEL

KARON HILLS

Deluxe rooms with twin or
kingsize bed and ocean
view. Located on mountain
above Karon/Kata. Daily
breakfast, beautiful swim-
ming pool. Secluded, pri-
vate. Tel: 076-333222.
Fax: 076-333234. Email:
roy_blom2003@yahoo.
com For further details,
see our website at: www.
beachesthairesort.com

KATA PENTHOUSE

near beach. UBC, cable TV,
DVD. 4 double rooms, clean,
views. Pls call for more info.
Tel: 06-2766597.

SPAS R US

Steam room/sauna and ac-
cessories, and portable hot
tubs from USA. Quality
equipment, designed and in-
stalled for your needs. Busi-
ness and residential. Califor-
nia Spa Design. Please call
Tel: 076-263269, 09-
1950610.

P-CON

Phuket Construction
and Home Services Co Ltd

Roofing, floor, walls, tiles,
cleaning, painting,
plumbing, aircon,

electrical systems, repairs
and other work done by our

professional team.

Call: 06-5933464
Fax: 076-263204

Email:
p_con@thaimail.com

CORRECT CLEANING

services for new building de-
livery; clean up old building
before rebuilding. Pls call for
info. Tel: 076-280415, 09-
7255194.

PATONG LUXURY

Central Patong, 1- & 2-bed-
room apartments. Please
email for more info & photos.
Email: suites247@yahoo.com

CONDO ROOM

for rent on Rat U-Thit 200 Pi
Rd, Patong. Short/long-term,
aircon, hot water, cable TV.
Cheap price. Tel: 09-6455134.
Email: js_0704@hotmail.com

BIG APARTMENT

for rent. Nice, big apartment,
fully furnished, in quiet and
safe area at Kata/Karon, for
long-term rent. 1 bedroom
with aircon, 1 comb bed/living
room, 1 big living room and
open terrace, 1 bathroom with
hot-water shower, nice gar-
den. Tel: 076-333242, 09-
6517818. Fax: 076-333243.
Email: horstkaron@yahoo.
com For further details,
please see our website at:
www.capt-horst.com

AIRCON ROOM

Air-conditioned room at
Patong Beach for only 375
baht/day. Email: mail@
paradizo.com For further
details, see our website at:
www.paradizo247.com

ATSUMI VILLAS

Total tranquility in a tropical
garden setting in Rawai.
Kingsize bedroom, lounge/
kitchen, aircon, hot water,
UBC/DVD/stereo, POS
ADSL & phone, yoga &
massage. 2,500 baht/night
to 16,000 baht/month, long
stay. Pls call for more de-
tails. Tel: 01-2720571.

Looking for a home?
www.phuketgazette.net

Accommodation
Wanted

NEED APARTMENT

Thai/Norwegian couple (3
years+) moving to Phuket
City, to work there, so from
February we need a 2- or 3-
bedroom apartment or house,
preferably located in city.
Email: thomas@taon.no For
further details, please see our
website at: www.taon.no

MARCH 2005

Looking for an apartment,
condo or house for March
2005, may become long-term
rental. Need 2 bedrooms, fur-
nished. Prefer west coast with
view. Email: fire.dick@
verizon.net or ffiredick@
yahoo.com

RENTAL WANTED

Looking for a private place to
live with a private little garden,
furnished. Short-term rental.
Email: kamalala@wildmail.
com

NICE HOUSE/CONDO

Non-smoking Western male
seeks 1-2-bedroom house/
condo/apartment of good
quality for February-April.
Patong and Kathu are pre-
ferred, but Karon or Kata
might do as well. Please send
details to have my Thai mo-
bile phone number. Email:
ackroydee@yahoo.com

KAMALA HOUSE

wanted. I want to rent a 2 bed-
room furnished house, aircon,
satellite TV and full cooking fa-
cilities in Kamala area for 2
months, Feb-March 2005.
Please get in touch with me.
Tel: 902-163615444. Email:
akiciman@tnn.net

3 BEDROOM+POOL

We are still looking for a three-
bedroom house with pool near
the QSI-Phuket school. Please
send an email with pictures
and a description of the loca-
tion. Tel: 09-677863. Email:
ddrill1964@yahoo.com

THREE-BEDROOM

house required by long-term
resident with references: an
unfurnished house with garden
in quiet area. Also needed are
telephone lines and aircon
unit(s). Email: marks@phuket.
ksc.co.th

2-BEDROOM APT

2-bedroom apartment wanted
at Patong Beach from January
22 to February 16. Email:
ajstonick@bellsouth.net

HOUSE OR VILLA

with garden. Wish to rent a
house/villa in Patong area with
garden, 2/3 bedrooms, bath-
rooms, living room, western
kitchen, phone line, TV and car
park. Approx 2/3 months
from now. Tel: 01-7971207.
Email: mdefeo@gmx.net

SAFEWAY

SELFSTORE

Secure lock-up and covered
areas, 24-hr security. Tel:
01-8924804, 01-125-
1873. For further details,
please see our website at:
www.safewayphuket.com

REBUILD SAFEWAY

Relocatable modular build-
ing systems. Fast to erect,
durable, energy-efficient,
cost-effective. Tel: 01-
8924804. For further de-
tails, see our website at:
www.safewayphuket.com

SAFEWAY SITE

OFFICE RENTAL

Rent or buy, insulated &
aircon. Please contact for
more info. Tel: 01-892-
4804, 01-1251873. Visit:
www.safewayphuket.com

LOCKUP STORAGE

500 sqm steel shed. 24-hr
security. Purpose-built stor-
age compartments. Call Tel:
01-0825707 for more info.

ONE-STOP SERVICE

Handymen and home im-
provement contractor
available for repairs and
more. Floor/wall tiling,
painting, ceiling, lighting
system, kitchen, bath-
room, wood and furniture.
Tel: 09-5913996, 01-
8953185. Email: hservice
@phuket.ksc.co.th

Find more classified ads at
www.phuketgazette.net!

MAID W/ HIGH

responsibility. Foreign couple
is looking for a long-term
maid with high responsibili-
ties. Basic spoken and writ-
ten English, plus nice, sincere
personality required. The
person should also be able to
help with miscellaneous local
issues. Working location for
the first 9 months will be at
Patong Beach; after that, in
Kathu in nice environment.
Good salary based on abilities
and working experience. Pls
call or email for interview.
Tel: 06-7428968. Email:
fima168@yahoo.com

View Thailand’s
LARGEST

portfolio of
Classified Ads –

nearly 3,000
of them !

See the
Phuket Gazette

Online at
www.phuketgazette.net

LOOKING TO BUY

building. I am looking to buy a
4-story building in Kata, Karon
or Patong. I have been doing
business in Thailand for some
time, so please contact me
with serious and normal
prices. I am not interested in
renting. Tel: 07-1530431.
Email: frankcyberr@hotmail.
com

Don’t miss....

Issues

&
Answers

www.phuketgazette.net/
issuesanswers/index.asp

LOOKING TO RENT

I am looking to rent a small
house with 1 bedroom in
Patong, Kamala or Karon, in
February. Furnished, and in
safe, quiet area. Around
7,000 baht a month. Please
email details to: th246810@
hotmail.com
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25% Discount on Classifieds for Shopper Card Holders

IF YOU...
Place your ad in these pages;
Present your Shopper Card; and
Pay for the ad at our offices,

you’ll enjoy a 25% discount* AND have your ad appear free of
charge in the Phuket Gazette Online.

With more than 10,000 visitors a day, the Island Trader Online is
Thailand’s most active classified marketplace.

*Ads may be submitted in person or online (phuketgazette.net/classifieds), but
must be paid for at the Gazette offices. The discount is not available when

payment is made at our agents.

The Phuket Gazette Co Ltd
367/2 Yaowarat Road, Phuket City
Tel: 076-236555 Fax: 076-213971

BANGKOK FEMALE

assistant. Thai, not shy, to
help give out financial aid. Pay
is 5,500 baht per week. If in-
terested, please contact for
more information. Tel: 02-
2671415, 06-0682026.
Fax: 02-6339336. Email:
diminpost@yahoo.com

ADMINISTRATION

assistant. Property manage-
ment and construction com-
pany. Fluent in both Thai
and English. MS Office skills
a must. Pls contact for more
information. Tel: 06-
2934264. Email: acmpkt@
phuket.ksc.co.th

SECRETARY

urgently required. Real estate
company in Patong is ur-
gently looking for an experi-
enced secretary. Must speak
and write fluent English and
be able to work with PC. Ex-
perience in sales & market-
ing is an advantage. Good
salary for motivated person.
Call or mail. Tel: 076-
340792, 07-8822856.
Email: info@phuket-tropical-
realestate.com

MAID NEEDED

Foreign couple is looking for
a live-in or full time maid. Basic
English required; location is
Rawai, close to Chalong
circle. Call 09-4744083 or
01-9872821 (in English) Tel:
09-4744083, 01-9872821.

STAFF REQUIRED

FOR CAFÉ BAR

Waitress (2 positions)

Basic English skills required.
Previous experience an ad-
vantage. Positions carry
good salary and healthcare
insurance, and are based
on a 6-day working week.
Tel: 01-5353220. Email:
mrd68@yahoo.com For
further details, please see
our website at: www.
mellow-phuket.com

PARADISE KOH YAO

- EAM

The Paradise Koh Yao is a
contemporary 70-room
Boutique Resort on Koh
Yao Noi island near Phuket.
Uncompromised luxury,
away from the crowded
tourist spots of Phuket and
Krabi. Seeking outstand-
ing, motivated personality
as key member of manage-
ment team.

EAM (Room Division)

In charge of front office;
supervise housekeeping,
engineering, recreation/
transfers, and PA, with
additional duties re: person-
nel and local relations/af-
fairs.

• 3-5 years’ experience in
4- or 5-star hotel/resort op-
eration in similar assign-
ment

• Exposure and personal
strength in front office-,
lodging-, personnel-related
work

• Thai national, 30-40
years of age

Attractive remuneration
package will be offered to
the right candidate. Please
contact for more informa-
tion. Tel: 01-8924878,
01-9683221. Fax: 01-
8942736. Send your
resumé with recent photo
to: jhrassoc@ksc. th.com
For further details, please
see our website at:

www.TheParadise.biz

SPA RECEPTION

AND SALES

Join our excellent spa team
on Samui. Thai person
with fluent English for tele-
phone/reception duties.
Are you smart, proactive
and service-minded? Call
Tel: 077-230571, or fax
your CV to 077-230571,
077-424311. Email: info
@tamarindretreat.com,
shelley@tamarindretreat.
com

REAL JOB

IN EUROPE

British manager of Black
Sea Coast property & pub-
lishing company wants to
employ a Thai person for
many different jobs. Visa
will be arranged for 3
months – if happy, ex-
tended. Pay is 200 euros
plus expenses all paid. Ac-
commodation arranged.
Meeting in Thailand. Ed
Vaan. Email: champagne
@worldemail.com

STAFF WANTED

English woman, under 60
years old, wanted for resi-
dential project near airport.
Sales, computer experience,
can drive. Pls call for more
info. Tel: 01-8298101.

TIMESHARE

sales rep. Need experienced
reps for the high season at a
gold crown resort in Samui.
We have financing available
and pay all commissions
within two weeks on full
down financed deals. Limited
amount of slots open. Pls
contact for more information.
Tel: 66-7741 3844. Email:
fred@samuipeninsularesort.
com

COOK NEEDED

small restaurant urgently
needs cook for breakfast,
Thai food and European food.
Please contact for details.
Tel: 076-286061, 01-891-
4019. Email: tkoschig2000
@hotmail.com

THAI COOK FOR UK

Thai cook wanted for very
busy cafe in Guernsey,
Channel Islands. Seasonal
from March until October.
Tel: 04-7168701. Email:
tengmo@hotmail.com

Looking for a job?
www.phuketgazette.net
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Island Job Mart

SALES EXECUTIVE

Invited to apply for a chal-
lenging position in Phuket.
Franke (Thailand) will soon
open in Phuket and we
need a colleague to handle
and expand our business.
Requirements include: at
least 1 year of sales expe-
rience, preferably in kitchen
equipment or sanitary
ware, Thai nationals only,
bachelor’s degree, aged up
to 40 years, and have a
good command of written
and spoken English. Please
email resumé and cover
letter to:

FTH-info@franke. com

www.franke.co.th

WESTERN CHEFS

NEEDED

The Macau Tower is in
need of highly-trained
Western chefs with 5-star
hotel and restaurant expe-
rience. Macau is exploding
and so are we, with many
new concepts coming
ahead. English proficiency
preferred, Chinese lan-
guage a plus. Please send
your background and CV
as an attached file by email
to: Email: johnrees@
macautower.com.mo
Our hearts go out to all!

MULTI-SKILLED

SECRETARY

I’m currently starting up a
company here in Thailand.
The company provides de-
sign and development of
machinery, appliances and
consumer products into
manufacture. I’m search-
ing for a multi-skilled assis-
tant/secretary to handle ac-
counting, public authori-
ties, supplier contacts,
purchasing and so on.

•Thai female or male,
aged 23 years or above.

•Good spoken and written
English.

•Experience as purchaser.

•Technical knowledge,
degree.

•Computer knowledge,
MS Office and Internet.

•Good office organization
skills.

•Accounting knowledge,
degree is an advantage.

•Driving license.

•Able to relocate.

Please email your CV/
resumé and salary request
to us. Email: peter@
protechead.com For fur-
ther details, please see our
website at:

 www.protechead.com

WAITRESS NEEDED

small restaurant needs a
waitress urgently to work in
daytime. Please contact for
more information. Tel: 076-
286068,  01-8914019.
Email: tkoschig2000@
hotmail.com

FC/CHIEF

Accountant. Our client, a
boutique hotel, is looking for
staff with at least 5 years’ ex-
perience, for the following
positions:

1. Financial controller: 40 K

2. Chief Accountant: 30 K

3. Assistant Chief Accoun-
tant: 15-25 K

Tel: 076-263737, 01-
5354108. Fax: 076-224
113. Email: recruitment@
bowentraining.com

NEEDED URGENTLY

Maid & cook. For more info
please call Tel: 076-273427
or 01-8295388.

SECRETARY

Marine electronics com-
pany needs a Thai national
with good command of
English & computer skills.
Duties: Customs paper-
work, quotations, handling
travel arrangements, visa
applications, work permits.
Tel: 076-239112, 01-892-
0534. Fax: 076-239058.
Email: damian@electrical-
marine.com Website:
www.electrical-marine.
com

MAID WANTED

American couple seek En-
glish-speaking live-in maid for
villa in Surin. Brand new,
beautiful accommodation
with separate maid’s lounge
and kitchen. Excellent salary
for the right candidate. Con-
tact Lorna at Tel: 01-845-
1492, 076-271711; Fax: 02-
9603159; Email: shrdrbkk
@ksc15.th.com

CORRECT CLEANING

Correct Cleaning Co seeks
English-speaking foreman
and Thai-speaking staff for
cleaning. Tel: 076-280415.

PIÑATA

(party supplies). Shop assis-
tant urgently needed. Tel:
09-4824668, 06-5933276.
Email: muggymind@hotmail.
com  For further details,
please see our website at:
www.pinatapartyplace.com

CORAL RESORT

Koh Chang urgently requires
hotel & restaurant manager,
receptionist, cashier, bar-
tender, chef, cook and wait-
ers. Experience a must. Tel:
09-9112284. Email: marc@
coral-resort.com

DATA ENTRY STAFF

PT staff. Have computer?
Work from home. Skills: Ex-
cel, Word, English language.
4,000 baht a week and FT
work for fast workers. Email:
kevinsan2001@yahoo.com

Employment
Wanted

RESORT GM SEEKING

position. 14 years in Thailand,
mid-40s, European national-
ity. Hotel management gradu-
ate. Have worked for several
local chains as well as stand-
alone properties. Pre-opening
experience. Now seeking
new job. No “troublesome”
properties, please. Email:
resortgm@gmail.com

Gazette Online Classifieds 4,000 readers every day

PHUKET

K.L. Mart
Patak Rd, Chalong Tel: 076-280400/3

NAVA Language School
Phang Nga Rd, Phuket City Tel: 076-232398/9

Sin & Lee
Thalang Rd, Phuket City Tel: 076-211230

Taurus Travel
Aroonsom Plaza Rat-U-Thit 200 Pi Rd, Patong Tel: 076 344521-2

Agents for Classified Advertising
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Boats & Marine

FISHING BOAT 27FT

fiberglass, 2x120 HP Nissan
Diesel, with trailer dinghy.
Thai flag. Price 230,000
baht. Tel: 09-7275673.

DAILY DIVING BOAT

20x5 meters. Up to 35 pax.
Thai registration. Lying at
DeeLock shipyard in Phuket
City. Ask for details and pic-
tures. Best Offer. Tel: 01-
8927847. Email: colonapt@
loxinfo.co.th

34' SAILBOAT

Thai registered, 1995 Austra-
lian built 34' sailing boat. Steel
hull, GPS, depth sounder, ra-
dios, complete refit in May
2004. Ready to sail. Ask for
pictures. Price: 1,900,000
baht. Tel: 01-8927847. Email:
colonapt@loxinfo.co.th

WINDSURFING

board wanted. I need an all-
rounder, for beginners and
advanced. Must be in good
condition. Tel: 076-381-
683, 01-7881412. Email:
spielfilme@gmx.netBOAT FOR SALE

29-foot fiberglass motor
yacht with Thai registra-
tion. 2 x 280hp Mer-
cruiser engines. Price: 3.5
million baht ono. Please
contact for more informa-
tion. Tel: 076-239864.
Email: hktmkt@ksc.th.
com

Business
Opportunities

THAI COMPANY

and business for sale. Lucra-
tive company/business, con-
sisting of on-site container
rental, site office rental, self-
storage complex and associ-
ated sales. All products and
machinery fully owned. Un-
limited potential, work permit
available. 10 million baht.
Genuine inquiries only,
please, from persons finan-
cially and physically capable.
Email: intrade@phuket.ksc.
co.th

INVESTORS WANTED

Danish grillhouse chain seeks
investors on a franchise ba-
sis. We currently have 3
shops running, two in Patong,
one in Karon. Franchise con-
cept amount is 350,000
baht. We are looking for fran-
chise people in Kata, Kamala,
Phuket City and Krabi. Pls
contact Mr. Kim Kristiansen.
Tel: 076-344900, 06-
2989500. Email: la@
grillhousedk.com or visit
www.grillhousedk.com for
more info.

HOW TO SUCCEED

in business. Professional skills
are not enough for that top
job; we must acquire the soft
skills to get to the top, like
image management, with:
“The Tools of Her Trade, the
success book for Women
that Men read too” by Dr
Harold Dresner. Tel: 972-
498843699, 05-22489711.
Fax: 972-4988 4369. Email:
carbeengruncle@yahoo.co.
uk For further details, please
see our website at: www.
carbeengruncle.com

KAMALA SHOP

with accommodation. Fully
furnished, suitable for mas-
sage, restaurant, etc. 12,000
baht. Sauna, Jacuzzi on pre-
mises. Tel: 07-1904584.

HOTEL FOR SALE

Patong hot spot w/land,
sports bar, restaurant, Internet
café. Fully equipped. 22 mil-
lion baht. Tel: 09-8725717.

DEVELOPMENT

projects. 10-25% shares
available with excellent re-
turn. Tel: 07-8893838.
Email: asiasiamproperties@
yahoo.co.uk

BAR 4 SALE: PATONG

Excellent location & fit-out.
Full entertainment licences
3-4 + registered Thai com-
pany. 2  work permits pos-
sible. Low overheads. 8 mil-
lion baht. Tel. 07-0170135.
Email: cocodior@hotmail.
com

NICE RESTAURANT

& bar for sale on Rat-U-Thit
200 Pi Rd in Patong. Very
good location, 70 seats, fully
equipped, many customers.
Ready to walk into. Please call
for more information. Tel: 07-
8984338.

FRIENDSHIP BEACH

Bungalow Resort has RE-
OPENED. Beautiful, seaside,
pool, restaurant. Yearly,
monthly, short- term rentals.
Located 2.6km south of
Chalong Circle. Please call for
more information. Tel: 09-
7272296.

NEW FRANCHISE

partner? Newspaper Direct
Phuket Ltd is looking for a
new owner as a franchise
partner from Newspaper Di-
rect International Thailand.
This print station in Phuket
can print daily over 200 dif-
ferent newspapers, latest edi-
tions, from many countries all
over the world. Our custom-
ers are subscribers, hotel
guests, bookstores and
beach sales. Tel: 01-272-
9507. Email: g.van.hal@12
move.nl For more details,
see our website at: www.
newspaperdirect.com

RENTAL BUSINESS

based in Chalong. Bar and
coffee shop, four letting
rooms, four Suzuki Jeeps,
other vehicles available. Tel:
06-6897317.

3 BARS FOR SALE

A unique opportunity to
purchase 3 well-established
bars, which include a well-
respected go-go, with a
pool bar on the 2nd floor,
and a separate beer bar.
Owner accommodation on
the 3rd floor. Owner is look-
ing to pursue other inter-
ests. All 3 bars can be yours
for only 7 million baht.
Genuine inquiries only,
please. Email: stevem@
phuket-playschool.com

INT'L DRIVERS

LICENCE

5,000 baht, valid up to 10
years; 6,000 baht valid up
to 20 years. Sole agent in
Thailand. Free pick-up &
delivery. Open 365 days a
year. Please call Tel: 04-
0068736 for more infor-
mation.

DAY TRIP

TO RANONG

New double-decker tour
bus (not mini bus), non-
smoking and smoking ar-
eas, toilet, films/music,
snacks and drinks on
board, buffet lunch. No
extra to pay; insurance li-
ability 400,000 baht pp.
Fully inclusive, only 1,300
baht. Tel: 04-7457024
Email: kingrw80@hotmail.
com

SWIM IN
DRINKING WATER!
* almost no chlorine

* no burning eyes

* no bleached hair

* no salt or corrosion

Caribbean Clear

Water Treatment Systems

Tel: 06-6822639

Email:
nomochlo@yahoo.com

Bulletins
O’MALLEYS

Irish pub. Small business, big
lifestyle opportunity! Re-
cently refurbished restaurant
& pub for sale, located in
Phuket City, close to major
city hotels, shopping areas
and main tourist attractions.
Package includes all paper-
work, visas, 2 work permits
and all licenses for a smooth
hassle-free takeover. 400
sqm, fully equipped: live
music stage, sound and light
system, projector UBC TV,
15 tables, 50 bar stools, 6
stainless-steel refrigerators
and freezers, new kitchen
equipment, 2 phone lines, fax
and 270 motor bike taxis
with O’Malleys vests driving
around in the city! Asking
price: 2.1 million baht. Please
contact for more information.
Tel: 06-6864170. Email:
omalleys@thai.com

Business
Products &

Services

Looking for a business?

www.phuketgazette.net

NEW SCHOOL

I am going to build a new
school for orphans and
other children of Nam
Khem. I am looking for an
architect and lawyer to
work for this good cause
pro bono. If you are will-
ing to offer your services,
please contact me ASAP.
Thank you. Tel: 076-
205058, 06-2796364.
Email: mysammy11@
yahoo.com

PUBLIC NOTICE

As of December 15, 2004,
Ms Chatchalai “Nuch”
Butrkob, and as of Decem-
ber 31, 2004, Ms Orn-
anong "Aam" Sudjai, are
no longer employees of
Krabi Consultants Co., Ltd.
314/4 Moo 2, Tambon Ao
Nang, Krabi 81000.

Ms Chatchalai "Nuch"
Butrkob and Ms Orn-anong
"Aam" Sudjai may not rep-
resent themselves as em-
ployees of Krabi Consult-
ants Co., Ltd and the com-
pany will no longer be liable
for their actions.

Robert Clarke Reynolds

Director

Krabi Consultants Co., Ltd
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Wheels &
Motors

PickupsSaloon Cars

4 x 4s

Phuket’s Most Trusted &

Reputable Supplier of the Finest

Quality Used SALOONS,

SEDANS, JEEPS & PICKUPS

New cars or trade-ins –
we have what you’re

looking for
For more info pls call us at

Tel: 076-224632, 216243

www.suremotor.com

IZUZU VITARA

1996, 5-door Wagon 4x4,
rain shield, dark green.
199,000km. Excellent con-
dition. 380,000 baht. Tel:
076-289346, 01-676-
9336. Fax: 076-289348.
Email: pkeowan@e-mail.
in.th

ISUZU RODEO

3.0 TURBO

4-door 4WD, leather, pri-
vate use only, 47,000km,
with full Isuzu service his-
tory. Outstanding condition,
500,000 baht – fixed.  Tel:
06-0592404. Fax: 07-
2725433.

AMC JEEP MODEL

C77 88. Top condition, farang
owner, all vital parts new last
year (list available), low mile-
age. Must sell, as going home.
Only 150,000 baht. Tel: 07-
2725421.

’69 VOLKSWAGEN

120,000 baht ono. Must sell
as I am moving to Vietnam.
Call me at Tel: 07-8875301
for more details.

MITSUBISHI EVOLUTION

1998 Mitsubishi CK2. Entirely
modified this year to Evolu-
tion III motor and Evolution IV
body. Mint condition and en-
tirely revised by a specialized
Mitsubishi garage. Special Y-
shaped 18" rims with steel-
lined race wheels. 4 blue
neons under the car. Black
tinted windows. 3 gauges.
Tel: 07-1530431. Email:
frankcyberr@hotmail.com

NISSAN CEFIRO

1992, one owner, 2.0-liter 6-
cylinder engine, 150hp, , auto-
matic, electric windows, cen-
tral locking, automatic aircon,
alarm +++. Very comfort-
able and a great car to drive!
255,000 baht. Please call Tel:
09-0114069 for more infor-
mation.

CITROEN AX 1.4I

Citroen AX 1.4i, 4-door,
1994, 149,000km, 98,000
baht. Please call Tel: 01-
2718635 for more informa-
tion.

HONDA CIVIC

3-door. Automatic, blue,
150,000km, built end of
1994. Nice car with extras -
all okay. 230,000 baht cash.
Tel: 09-9707444. Email:
micha@aquadivers.com

TOYOTA PICKUP

4-door Toyota Hilux, about
12,000km. In very good con-
dition. Price: 240,000 baht.
Please contact for more de-
tails. Tel: 01-9797571. Email:
harryljunggren@hotmail.com

HONDA CIVIC

Honda Civic, 2002, top model,
very good condition, 51,000
km. Bronze color, leather inte-
rior, 6-CD player. 125,000
baht down payment, then
take over 36 installments @
13,720 baht per month.
Please contact Jenny at  Tel:
076-344847, 09-4744898.
Fax: 076-344847. Email:
jiranthanin_13@ hotmail.com

LAGUNA GOLF

MEMBERSHIP

Full family membership in La-
guna Country Club for sale at
275,000 baht, including
transfer fee. Tel: 076-323-
485. Fax: 076-323485.
Email: kanchanatuttle@
hotmail.com

LOCH PALM GOLF

MEMBERSHIP

Full Family Membership at
Loch Palm Country Club for
300,000 baht (includes
20,000-baht transfer fee ).
Tel: 076-323485. Fax:
076-323485. Email:
kanchanatuttle@hotmail.
com

Misc For Sale

ROYAL VARIETY

Show DVD. I have a few cop-
ies of this recently-aired
show. DVD is all regions and
costs 350 baht. 200 baht
from every copy sold will go
to my TEAR fund (Tsunami Ef-
fective Aid Relief), helping the
needy Phuket children. For de-
tails of the fund and how you
can help, plus a list of other
unique UK TV shows avail-
able, please contact me. I
want to raise as much money
as possible while I have free
time now. Tel: 07-2773917.
Email: stewcliff@myway.
com For further details of the
TEAR Fund, please view my
site at: www.helpthailand.
blogspot.com

Personal
Services

LEARN THAI

at home. Conversation and
coursework with charming
Thai lady. Course books pro-
vided free. Also basic English
lessons for a Thai girlfriend.
Please contact for more info.
Tel: 076-398157, 01-797-
1497. Email: churee77@
hotmail.com

Personals

WANT SOME

ENCOURAGEMENT?

Would you like a free
weekly or daily email that
will give you encouragement
or inspiration? Send a blank
email to us to subscribe, or
visit our website for more in-
formation. Email: subscribe
@thoughtforweek.net For
more info, see my website
at: ThoughtForWeek.net

BACKGAMMON

Retired businessman looking
for backgammon players on
Phuket Island. Please call if in-
terested. Tel: 076-386113,
01-5778443.

Missing
Persons

Club
Memberships

Available

HELP REQUEST

Sven Vetevoog, born:
22.10.1973, 183cm tall,
blond hair, gray eyes, ath-
letic build, tattoo of a dragon
on his right foot covering a
big scar.

Merle Vooder: born
21.11.1977, 157cm tall,
long white hair (part of it
black in the neck area), blue
eyes.
As known they were some-
where in Phuket; where
they rented a beach bunga-
low. Also possible that they
went diving on the morning
of Dec 26. If any person
saw them before or after
the tsunami), contact
Katrin Kracht. Tel:
+37250 46 98. Fax:
+372 60 66 006. Email:
katrin@kermon.ee
Thank you for all your help!

Pets

13 DOGS SAVED

FROM TSUNAMI

A week after the disaster,
rescue workers found 13
dogs who are now owner-
less, on the tiny island of
Koh Piatthong, off the
coast of Khao Lak, where
only 87 people out of 400
made it through the tsu-
nami. The survivors live in
the forest with the deer
there and don’t want the
dogs, which are now “be-
hind bars” in the Phuket
pound. They are all mixed-
breed, very friendly,
people-oriented dogs and
need loving, caring homes
immediately. They appear
in good health, will all be
vaccinated, sterilized and
treated for whatever nec-
essary at no cost to the new
owner. Please, please,
don’t let these dogs stay
there a minute longer –
they have been through so
much already, emotionally
and physically. For more
photos and info contact
Margot at Tel: 09-895-
9965 or by email at:
margot@loxinfo.co.th
For further details, please
see our website at: www.
soidogfoundation.org

Rentals

Motorbikes

Wanted

CARS FOR RENT

Jeep Cherokee 40L, auto,
leather seats. Luxurious and
safe car with 1st class in-
surance; for rent, 25,000
baht/month, 10,000 baht/
week. Mercedes Benz
c220, 39,000 b/month or
16,000 baht/week. Tel:
01-3430777.

MOTORBIKE MIO

AUTOMATIC

Yamaha Mio for sale,
3,500km, 28,000 baht.
Tel: 07-2814886.

YAMAHA

MOTORBIKES

Nuovo: 6 months old,
4,800km, 41,500 baht.
Mio: 5 months old, 2,800
km, 30,000 baht. Mio: 1
month old, 500 km, 35,000
baht. Tel: 09-5885692.

A1 CAR RENTALS

Toyota cars & pickups for
rent. Special prices for long-
term rental. Includes first-
class insurance. Prices
range from 13,000 to
28,000 baht a month. Call
Tel: 09-8314703 .

YAMAHA NUOVO

for sale. 2003, 13 months old,
red color, one owner from
new, good condition. Tel: 09-
4691813.

CLASSIC BIKE

Honda CB. 500 T Model.
1976, original, driveable,
needs restoration. 59,000
baht. Tel: 076-340688, 09-
8686836.

HONDA VALKYRIE

motorcycle. 1500cc, 6 cylin-
ders, red and cream colors,
good condition. New rear tire.
Asking 350,000 baht. Tel: 01-
8423961. Email: gerrit.
bijlsma@planet.nl

VOLUNTEERS WANT

pickup. A large group of Aus-
tralian volunteers arriving here
to help rebuilding on Phuket
need a cheap but reliable pick-
up for the lowest price. Buy or
long-term rent. Please email
your lowest price. Tel: 076-
294363, 01-2705374. Fax:
076-294363. Email: orcella@
phuket.ksc.co.th

ISUZU D-MAX

wanted. Manual, any condi-
tion. Tel: 07-8866823. Email:
ra_kaaus@yahoo.com

JRD STORM 125

Nearly-new motobike with
alarm system. 11 months old,
no water damage! We have
done every service and the
bike is in very good condition.
Price new: 49,000 baht. I will
sell for 38,000 baht. Call or
send an email. Tel: 06-684-
8758. Email: fliege37@
hotmail.com

MOTORBIKE WANTED

Honda Wave wanted. Must
be in good condition and avail-
able at a reasonable price.
Tel: 09-8687716. Email:
gschwarzl@yahoo.de

1994 HONDA

Super Four 400cc with new
black paint and new tires.
Also has front forks rebuilt
last month and rear shocks re-
built two months ago. Have
ownership book and all trans-
fer documents. Licenced in
Bangkok but registered in
Phuket. Current registration
and insurance. 60,000 baht
ono. Contact for more info.
Tel: 01-7874261, 01-787-
4261. Email: luxurysubeng@
aol.com

HONDA WAVE WANTED

Contact Shaun with details.
Tel: 04-8404059. Email:
shaun634@hotmail.com

THAI LESSONS

for your child.  Learn to speak
and write Thai with an expe-
rienced teacher. Please con-
tact for more details. Tel: 06-
5942202, 01-0786503.
Email: phattymanu @hotmail.
com

Gazette Classads –
4,000 readers a day!
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