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By Sangkhae Leelanapaporn

Life goes on

Within days of the disaster, tourists were back on the beach in
Patong and elsewhere on the island.

PATONG: Just five days after the
tsunami hit Patong Beach, aston-
ishing progress had been made
with the clean-up of the resort
town.

Tourists were back in the
water or strolling along the sand,
though the view was very differ-
ent from the clutter that existed
before the wave hit. With no
beach chairs or umbrellas, one
could see along the entire three-
kilometer stretch of sand.

A few boats dotted the
bright blue sea, flat calm after the
massive upheaval on December
26, but gone were the jet-skis and
para-sailing speedboats.

It was quieter, too, with no
vendors selling soft drinks, no
motorbikes, no rental cars and no
tuk-tuks to disturb the town’s
new-found peace. It was almost
as though the beach had been
sent back in time to 20 years ago.

On the other side of the
beach road, however, the dam-
age from the tsunami was all too
evident, with huge piles of
rubble dotting the landscape.

Workers from Patong Mu-
nicipality were working along-
side employees of local busi-
nesses cleaning up the area
around their workplaces.

Sadly, many of the trees
that were such a feature of the
beachfront, offering welcome
shade from the sun, were fated
to die. Yellowing leaves carpeted
the brown grass as too much salt
in the ground took its toll.

Panu Maswongsa, Market-
ing Director of Patong Beach

Resort and Vice-President of
Marketing of the Phuket Tourist
Association, told the Gazette that
the occupancy rate of the resort
before the tsunami was about
70%, but after the wave hit, all
the guests were moved to others
hotels. The resort was closed for
repairs and renovation.

“The water was about
waist-deep and damaged guest
rooms, the generator, the swim-
ming pool and the air condition-
ing, so we will be closed some-
where between a month and
three months.

“I believe the damage to
Patong overall is about 30% –
mostly the businesses next to the
beach,” K. Panu added.

Deputy Mayor of Patong
Municipality Chairat Sukabal
said that damage had been esti-
mated at about 3 billion baht, and
that it would take two months to
restore the area, especially the
beachfront.

K. Chairat said, “To repair
the public infrastructure, such as
fixing the roads, sidewalks and
to “re-beautify” the area, we will
have to ask for funds from the
central government.

He added that whether jet-
skis and parasail operators, as
well as rental vehicle operators
and other vendors, will be al-
lowed to ply the beachfront
again was also a decision for the
central government in Bangkok
to make.

“We will hold a public
hearing to ask for the opinions
of local people about whether
beachfront vendors should re-
turn,” he added.

KAMALA: The small beach
community of Kamala, on
Phuket’s west coast, is picking
up the pieces left behind by the
December 26 tsunami.

Kamala was the area on
Phuket worst hit by the wave.
There, it claimed some 65 lives,
including nine foreigners, left 50
families homeless and damaged
a further 200 homes.

By December 31, the beach
was mostly clean, but infra-
structural damage was readily
apparent, with large bites taken
out of the beach road by the tsu-
nami.

The area behind the road
was a scene of devastation. The
wooden school vanished when
the wave smashed its way across
the main road and into the vil-

lage beyond. The nearby wat was
also severely damaged.

Soldiers, Kamala council
workers and local people worked
hard to clear up the area, and Sa-
japhol Thongsom, Chief Admin-
istrative Officer of the Kamala
Tambon Administration Organi-
zation, said that the beach was
now clear and that tourists could
come to swim and relax.

“A private company has
been hired to clear away all de-
bris and ruins by January 10,” he
said, adding that the tsunami had
caused damage of about 1.2 bil-
lion baht in Kamala.

“I believe it will take about
five years to restore the area [to
its previous state]. About 30% of
the total area of Kamala was

Continued on page 2

Kamala clean-up well underway
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damaged,” he said. “As for the
businesses in Kamala, I believe
it will take no longer than two
years for them to recover fully.”

K. Sajaphol said that most
business owners were not de-
terred from staying in the area,
and that most of them wanted to
rebuild their businesses.

However, he said that some

PHUKET CITY: Tourism Au-
thority of Thailand (TAT) Gov-
ernor Juthamas Siriwan said on
January 3 that any delay in re-
covering from the December 26
tsunami will cost the country 10
billion baht a month in lost tour-
ism revenue.

As a result, she said, “We
are in a hurry to let people abroad
know that [any danger from] the
tsunami has already passed, and
many tourist destinations [that
were damaged] are recovering
and are expected to be fully op-
erational within a month,” she
said at Phuket Provincial Hall.

“We have to send out teams
to publicize the facts about the
damage and our recovery efforts,
especially to places such as Swe-
den.”

TAT officials would visit
Sweden to offer official condo-
lences for the many Swedish na-
tionals who lost their lives in the
disaster, she added.

“On January 24, media and
tour agencies from Japan will
visit Phuket. They will be among
the first groups to arrive. We also
have contacted Austrian media
and have asked them to visit as
well,” she said, adding that, with
good cooperation from every-
body, the Thai tourism industry
would recover soon.

The announcement fol-
lowed some anger brewing in
Patong about the depiction of the
town by the media. A member of
a Marine Security unit sent by the
US Embassy in Bangkok to help
with the clean-up, echoed those
feelings when he said he was not
happy with the media, especially
TV, for showing only pictures of
the damage.

“Many people have been
helping to clean up Patong since
the first day and many employ-
ees are back at work, but the tele-
vision stations still show pictures
of the damage. In fact, everything
looks much better now. In Patong
only [the beach] road and some
hotels were damaged but the
beach looks so beautiful.

“Why don’t they update
their pictures?” he asked.

Phuket Tourist Association
President Pattanapong Aikwa-
nich said, “People in other coun-
tries do not have the same infor-
mation as us. They do not know
that we are not a dangerous place
that no one can visit any more.
The number of booking cancel-
ations is rising with this kind of
news, which is terrible.”

K. Pattanapong said the
first priority is to clear up dam-
aged areas so people could visit.
He accepted that a lot of damage
was done, but added that it could
be quickly repaired.

“Karon, for example, suf-
fered little damage, and there are
many places in good condition.
Even in Patong, there are busi-
nesses along the beach road that

business owners were worried
about investing in reestablishing
their businesses for fear that
they might be wiped out all over
again.

K. Sajaphol added that Ka-
mala would take advantage of the
“ground zero” situation to reg-
ulate beach vendors and to keep
redevelopment of the beach area
under control.

The clean-up continues along Kamala’s beachfront, where the
road was severely damaged.

Kamala clean-up under way

TAT to launch drive
to publicize recovery
By Gazette Staff are still in good condition, and

the hotels are ready for tourists.
“The second priority must

be restoring the infrastructure,
such as power and water supply,
and communications and Internet
access systems, which I think will
not take long.

“It will take a few months
to get everything back to the situ-
ation before the disaster. I think
most of the business owners who
had their businesses totally de-
stroyed can rebuild their busi-
nesses by themselves a little,”
said K. Pattanapong.

“But I think that the govern-
ment must help them by cooper-
ating with financial institutes and
getting them to offer loans to fix
damaged businesses.”

PHUKET: A disaster warning
center aimed at reducing the
death and injury rate in any fu-
ture tsunami may be established
as early as the end of this month,
the Gazette has learned.

Smith Dharmasaroja, new-
ly assigned to the office of the
Prime Minister with responsibil-
ity for examining what can be
learned from the events of De-
cember 26, told a January 3 press
conference at Phuket Provincial
Hall that he was unable to give
details of the centre before he had

spoken with Prime Minister
Thaksin Shinawatra.

But a source told the Ga-
zette that the center might be es-
tablished by the end of January.

K. Smith did, however, re-
veal the results of five days of
research and cooperation be-
tween Thai and Japanese experts.

The priority, he said, was to
set up an effective way of moni-
toring wave activity, coupled
with an efficent system – possi-
bly through television and mobile
phones – for  warning people that
a tsunami was on its way.

“We already have a warn-
ing system of sorts, but it is not
efficient. That’s why we have to
set up a better, more accurate,
more efficient one, and a network
for processing and using the in-
formation,” he said.

Hideo Matsutome, an asso-
ciate professor at Japan’s Akita
University said that an early
warning system would be only
one aspect of mitigating tsunami-
related damage. Strategic plant-
ing of vegetation might help, as
might building more substantial,
concrete houses.

Early warning center ‘by end of month’

Dive boss slams
‘shameful’ report
PHUKET: Dive operator Jeroen
Deknatel, owner of Fantasea
Divers and the live-aboard boat
Ocean Rover, slammed US TV
network CBS for a report in its
evening news on January 3 that
“paints the wrong picture about
the true level of coral damage in
the Similans.”

He complained that nega-
tive comments were given undue
weight in the news report, and
that footage of  undamaged  reefs,
shot after the tsunami, was mis-
used.

“Footage was [used] in a
‘before and after’ arrangement
that was not consistent with the
real situation.

“All the beautiful ‘before’
footage shown by CBS was ac-
tually filmed after the tsunami,”
Mr Deknatel fumed.

“CBS should be ashamed of
what they did here,” he added.

At the time of going to press
the Gazette was unable to get a
comment from CBS.
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PHUKET: The Scientific Crime
Detection Division (SCDD) of
the Royal Thai Police has set up
three centers in Phuket and one
in Krabi to facilitate the collec-
tion of DNA samples from rela-
tives of missing people in an ef-
fort to identify the victims of the
tsunami.

Wachira Phuket Hospital,
Patong Hospital and Phuket City
Hall are the island’s sampling
centers, while Krabi Meritime
Hotel is the mainland center.

A doctor speaking from
Krabi, who identified himself
only as Dr Ongkarn, said that the
procedure was simple, requiring
either a mouth swab or a hair
sample to be taken from rela-
tives.

“Samples have also been
carefully taken from the de-
ceased, and forensic specialists
have already begun the process
of trying to match up samples,”
he said.

All samples will be sent to
the SCDD headquarters in Bang-
kok for mapping, matching  and
storage.

Telephone numbers for the
centers are as follows:

• Wachira Phuket Hospital 66 (0)
4-7746070
• Phuket City Hall 66 (0) 6-
5083857
• Krabi Meritime Hotel (special
call center) 66 (0) 75-620028-46
• National Police Office, Foren-
sic Science Division, Bangkok 66
(0) 2-2051744, 66 (0) 2-2527930

English-speaking staff are man-
ning the phones and the centers.

Sompong Boonsri, an offi-
cer from Mai Khao Tambon Ad-
ministration Organization ex-
plained that all the bodies cur-
rently stored at the Sea Gipsy
cemetery at Mai Khao have been
tagged with as much idenitfying
information as possible and that
records will be kept until identi-
fication can be made.

– Searching for a missing
person: page 23

DNA centers
set up to help
ID victims

PHUKET: Interior Minister
Bhokin Bhalakula has stressed
that the bodies of foreign victims
of the tsunami will not be cre-
mated or buried before they can
be identified.

His announcement rescind-
ed an earlier statement by Phuket
Governor Udomsak Usawarang-
kura that burials would begin by
December 30 at a site in Mai
Khao.

Speaking at a press con-
ference at the emergency cen-
ter at Phuket Provincial Hall on
New Year’s Eve, K. Bhokin
said the bodies of foreigners are
now being kept in six cold stor-
age containers at Mai Khao, on
the left side of the main high-
way leading off Phuket, ap-
proximately one kilometer be-

Bodies ‘will
be kept until
identified’
By Dhirarat Boonkongsaen yond the Tah Chat Chai police

checkpoint.
The Minister said more

containers were on the way, as
more bodies continue to arrive at
the site from Phang Nga.

“Victims’ corpses will be
stored so that they can be identi-
fied and returned to relatives for
proper funerary rites, in accor-
dance with their own religious
beliefs,” he said.

Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra and Interior Minister Bhokin
Bhalakula listen to local people's pleas for assistance.

PHUKET: Worldwide, hundreds
of relief funds have been set up
to help victims of the tsunami.

Following are bank account
details of some major local funds.

Earthquake Rescue Fund
(administered by the Governor of
Phuket): Krung Thai Bank, Phu-
ket Branch; Account name:
Earthquake Rescue Fund; Ac-
count number: 805-0-02275-7;
Swift code: KTDTHTB. Donors
are asked to email info@
lynxmgmt.com or fax 076-200-
552 after depositing funds.

Phuket Red Cross Soci-

ety: Krung Thai Bank, Phuket
Branch; Account name: Red
Cross; Account number 805-1-
46915-1.

Kusoldharm Rescue
Foundation: Bank of Ayudhya,
Phunphon Branch, Phuket City,
Phuket; Account Name: Kusol-
dharm Foundation; Account
Number 297-108886-3.

Rotary Club of Patong:
Bangkok Bank, Patong Branch,
Phuket. Account  name: Rotary
Club of Patong Beach; Account
number: 563-0-316460; Swift
code: BKKBTHBK.

Local tsunami relief funds

PHUKET: The Government has
given the Tourism Authority of
Thailand (TAT) permission to
spend 20 million baht on support-
ing tourists in the six provinces
affected by the tsunami.

Tourism and Sports Minis-
ter Sontaya Kunplome said the
money would be used to finance

TAT gets B20m to support tourists
travel, accommodation, medical
treatment and other support for
foreign victims of the tsunami.

He added that Thais who
had lost relatives are already re-
ceiving emergency payments of
10,000 baht each, while those
who have been injured are receiv-
ing 2,000 baht each.

PHUKET: A central Internet re-
source for information on victims
of the tsunami has been set up by
the Royal Thai Police at www.
csiphuket.com.

The police site, “The Offi-
cial Thai Tsunami Information
Center”, has Thai, English, Japa-
nese, Chinese, French, German
and Spanish versions and con-
tains long lists of people injured
or found dead since the tsunami
struck Ranong, Phang Nga, Phu-
ket, Krabi, Trang and Satun.

There is also a section for
posting details of missing peo-
ple, and a links page listing a
large number of other resources
on the Internet relating to the
disaster.

Pol Col Paween Pongsirin,
Superintendent of Phuket City
Police Station, said that at least
20 programmers from the Royal
Thai Police, along with volun-
teers, are constantly updating the
website from the Information

Center at Phuket City Police Sta-
tion. He explained that people
can search not only for names but
also for details about the injured
and the dead.

“For example, we are in-
cluding details such as rings on
victims’ fingers, photos of the
deceased and locations where
bodies were found.”

The site warns that some of
the photographs are “horrendous
and revolting”.

Col Paween added that at
least 10 officers are on duty at
Phuket Provincial Hall to receive
reports from Thais or tourists
about lost passports, ID cards or
other personal documents.

Central Internet resource set
up for victim information
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Following the tsunami, the
rising star of Thai tour-
ism, Khao Lak, is now a
disaster area.

The resort was pounded by
a massive wall of water estimated
by experts to have been 12 meters
in height, compared with the
waves of five or six meters that
swept over coastal regions of
Phuket and Krabi.

The reason for the differ-

ence in wave heights was attrib-
uted to the slope of the continen-
tal shelf off Phang Nga, said an
international panel of experts
studying the tsunami.

Nearly all structures along
the beach were devastated, the
waves ravaging everything in
their path and pushing wreckage
back all the way back past High-
way 4, the main road through the
area.

Before the tsunami, the
road was lined with vegetation
along much of its length. Now it
affords an open view of devasta-
tion stretching kilometers.

A fisherwoman, K. Sa-
waad, told the Gazette, “I saw the
huge wave come more than one
kilometer onto the land. It was as
high as the casuarina trees that
lined the beach.” She lost her
home and two family members
and now has nowhere to live.

In the days following the
disaster, dead bodies awaiting
removal were lined up in rows
under a makeshift marquee,
many with their limbs frozen
through rigor mortis in grotesque
positions. On several, arms and
fingers point skyward as if fro-
zen in a final, terrified plea to
God – a plea that went unan-
swered.

The reek of rotting flesh
from unrecovered bodies, min-

gling with mud and stagnant
pools of seawater, permeated ev-
erything.

One of the many volunteer
relief workers was Dusit Duang-
manee, a teacher at Satree Phang
Nga School.

He said local people who
survived were still in shock for
days after, with many refusing to
come down from hillsides out of
fear that more giant waves would
hit the shoreline.

As the area was cut off from
traffic and telecommunications
were down following the disas-
ter, rumors spread unchecked
among the survivors, he added.

Some feared that a weapons
armory in the Royal Thai Navy
base in Tab Lamu, just south of
Khao Lak, would explode.

Others attributed the waves
to the wrath of Mother Nature,
saying the disaster was punish-
ment for disregarding the envi-
ronment during the area’s head-
long rush to develop as a tourist
destination in recent years.

Even among the least super-
stitious, the idea appears to have
some eerie resonance; the devas-
tation was so complete in many
areas that it appears never to have
been built upon at all.

As news of the devastation

finally began to reach the public
days after the event, the rescue
effort was brisk, with aid units
arriving from all over Thailand
and abroad.

But the task ahead of them
was overwhelming. Official fig-
ures put the confirmed dead at
4,077, with 5,597 injured and
958 still missing.

Rescue worker Tiina Saari-
koski of the Finnish Red Cross
said some 200 Finns were still
missing 10 days after the tsu-
nami, and that a Finnish police
team was still trying to identify
corpses.

“Now we have completed
our mission. We have got all the
dead and injured Finns back to
Finland. Now we are starting
another mission, assessing the
medical facilites in the area,
possibly to help in rebuilding
them.

“When I was first here on
December 29, it was chaos. But
now it is much better organized.
The local people have done a
great job here … everything
seems to be under control.

“It’s nice to come back and
see everything working so effec-
tively.”

Given the scale of the dam-
age, the long-term prospects for
Khao Lak are far less encourag-
ing than for Phuket.

Khao Lak’s terrible aftermath

The devastation is so complete that it is now difficult to tell what
once stood along low-lying areas such as Bang Niang Beach.

– Photo by Tassaporn Srisod
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PHUKET: About 500 people
gathered at Central Festival Phu-
ket on the outskirts of Phuket City
on New Year’s Eve, in a somber
and emotional candlelit gathering
to remember those killed by the
December 26 tsunami.

Interior Minister Bhokin
Bhalakula, Phuket Governor
Udomsak Usawarangkura and
government officers also at-
tended the memorial gathering.

Each person received a
candle and a white rose. Songs,
in both Thai and English, were
sung to encourage survivors and
commemorate those who died.

A somber start to the new year
At midnight the candles

were lit and there was a moment
of silence for the victims.

In Patong, a couple of doz-
en people assembled on the beach
to light candles. Couples hugged
tearfully as they looked out at the
sea from which the destruction
had thundered in just six days
earlier.

The numbers might have
been greater had it not been for
the heavy police and private se-
curity presence along nearby
roads, with cars being prevented
from driving into the area as part
of measures to stamp out looting.

PATONG: Police arrested 13
people for looting damaged busi-
nesses in the Patong area.

Pol Col Teeraphol Thipja-
roen, the Superintendent of Ka-
thu Police Station, told the Ga-
zette that since December 26 his
officers had arrested nine Thais
and four Burmese for looting.

“People engaged in theft at
a time of crisis like this are sub-
ject to severe penalties and will
not receive bail. They have al-
ready appeared in court and are
now awaiting further hearings
before the judge,” Col Teeraphol
added.

Under Thai law, anyone
found guilty of theft “…by tak-
ing advantage of … distress or
calamity, or by taking advantage
of public panic” faces imprison-
ment of up to five years and a fine
of up to 10,000 baht.

He noted that the owners of
a shop on the beach road had re-
ported that some of the jewelry

in it had been swept out onto the
beach and into the sea by the re-
ceding tsunami, but that the
shop’s safe, containing cash and
gems worth about 3 million baht,
had been stolen.

Col Teeraphol added, “At
night, police officers are stand-
ing guard around shops that have
been damaged to prevent looting.
Business owners have also em-
ployed private security compa-
nies to do the same.”

However, he added, the
situation in Patong has improved
greatly. Tourists can travel in
safety to the town, and there is
still plenty of accommodation
that was not damaged by the tsu-
nami.

“The beach is clean, the
water is fine for swimming and
the entertainment area in Soi
Bangla is already open again for
business,” Col Teeraphol added.

– Dead robbed on Phi Phi: p6
 – Editorial: p18

13 held for looting
Patong businesses

A strained atmosphere per-
vaded nearby Soi Crcocodile
where hundreds jammed the
bars, trying hard to put the hor-
ror of 2004 behind them and cel-
ebrate life in 2005, not always
with success.

Many watering holes have
reopened after rapid repairs. Jum,
a waitress at a bar in Soi Katoey,
told the Gazette that most bars in
Soi Bangla and the side-sois were
only lightly damaged, and many
were open again three days ear-
lier.

“On the first night we re-
opened there were only a few
tourists who came to drink,” she
said, “but tonight there are lots
of them.”

Her words were almost
drowned out by the racket of fire-
crackers as bar owners sought to
drive out evil spirits.

At midnight, fireworks
were let off by a number of ho-
tels along the waterfront in
Patong and Kalim. Reflected in
the calm sea, their beauty was
eerily sad.

Candles lit in a hole dug on
Patong Beach in
remembrance of the dead
are also a reminder of the
fragility of life.
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The government will ap-
point Smith Tumsa-
roch, formerly of the
Meteorological Depart-

ment, to take charge of installing
a tsunami warning system, in a
bid to prevent a repeat of the ca-
tastrophe triggered by the killer
waves of December 26, Prime
Minister Thaksin Shinawatra
said.

K. Smith had been warning
about the possibility of giant
waves striking Thailand’s west
coast since 1993, but his warn-
ings fell on deaf ears. Many ridi-
culed him, some even suggested
that he was crazy.

K. Smith is to take the post
of Vice-Minister to the Prime
Minister’s Office and will coor-
dinate with local and foreign seis-
mologists to establish a system
suitable for the country, the PM
added.

The prime minister pledged
full financial support for a tsu-
nami warning center in the Anda-

man Sea, saying his government
could afford to spend the 1.2 bil-
lion baht needed to establish a
system similar to those already
in place in Hawaii and Japan.

“Warnings should not be
limited to tsunamis and earth-
quakes,  but  [ the system
should] also offer warnings of
other calamities,  such as
storms and floods,” said K.
Smith, adding that the system
would consist of seismograph-
ic buoys off the country’s west-
ern shoreline.

Collateral damage: Softened
soil could trigger landslides and
sinkholes in the provinces over-
run by the December 26 tsunami,
the Mineral Resources Depart-
ment warned, adding that it had
sent geological survey teams to
inspect the quake impact on the
provinces.

Phi Phi looting: In Krabi, 200
members of a “rescue” founda-

tion abruptly left the Phi Phi is-
lands after police searched them
and found looted items on some
of them.

Somkiat Kittithornkul, gen-
eral manager of the Phi Phi Is-
land Cabana Hotel, said some
rescue workers were seen taking
valuables from dead bodies.

A police search found that
some 20 of the workers had valu-
ables looted from the dead.

The looting prompted the
provincial administration to de-
ploy police to man the piers on
the island and the mainland, in
order to search rescue workers
leaving the island and to check
whether people had disguised
themselves as rescue workers
before boarding boats to the is-
lands.

Many bodies had no iden-
tification cards or documents,
mainly because their wallets

were missing, said Pol Maj Gen-
eral Sermphan Singthong,
Krabi’s police chief.

No relief: Thieves stole donated
goods from a relief center where
the goods were being kept pend-
ing distribution to surviving vil-
lagers in Khao Lak, said Somkiat
Boonprasarn, head of the dona-
tion unit operating in Phang Nga
province.

K. Somkiat said there was
insufficient manpower to prevent
the theft of donated goods, add-
ing that most officials were too
busy with rescue operations to
guard stocks.

DNA analysis: Two 24-hour
DNA analysis centers have
been set up at Bangkok Interna-
tional Airport and in downtown
Bangkok to collect DNA

After the fact: Andaman coast to  

samples from relatives of those
who were killed or went miss-
ing in the December 26 tsu-
nami, to allow for match-up and
identification.

The services were set up on
January 1 and will run for at least
a month, said Pol Maj Gen Chuan
Vorawanit, head of the Scientific
Crime Detection Division.

Thais and foreigners may
have their DNA analyzed at the
centers, which are located on the
arrival floor of Terminal 2 at the
airport and at the division’s of-
fices on Henri Dunant Rd in
Bangkok.

Officials will collect hair
strands and tissue samples from
inside the mouth, analyze them
and compare the results against
the DNA taken from bodies be-
lieved to be those of relatives.
Each analysis will take about two
days to complete.

 Reigning
Wimbledon

champion Maria
Sharapova gives

PM Thaksin
Shinawatra a

check for
US$10,000 to help

Thai tsunami
victims.

She later went on
to defeat former

world No 1 Venus
Williams 6-4, 6-3

in the Tourism
Authority of

Thailand Tennis
Invitational in

Chiang Mai on
January 2.
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Around the Nation news roundup
is sourced from the pages of The
Nation and Kom Chad Luek
newspapers.

  get warning system
Salt licked: A village headman
on the island of Koh Phra Thong
in Phang Nga expressed concerns
about the fate of about 40 rare
sambar deer living on the island,
where fresh water in natural res-
ervoirs had been turned salty by
seawater from the giant waves
that swept the province on De-
cember 26.

“The deer are becoming
thinner and lethargic,” Neramit
Meepien said. He called on ani-
mal lovers to help save the deer
He said that only 40 sambar deer
lived in his area, co-existing in
harmony with locals.

“We have always taken care
of them and prevented outsiders
from hunting them, but now
they’re facing death after the gi-
ant waves,” he said.

State of  alert: Despite the
agony of Thailand’s Andaman
coast provinces, armed separat-
ists have been plotting coordi-
nated attacks in the three south-
ernmost provinces to mark the
first anniversary of their violent
insurgency, intelligence sources
warned.

“They have targeted check-
points and security force bases.

They plan to use heavy weapons
to launch simultaneous attacks on
officers in various areas,” the
sources said.

Bomb and arson attacks
against schools and government
agencies are also planned, the
sources added.

The ongoing separatist vio-
lence, which has killed more than
500 people, erupted a year ago
with an early January raid on an
army camp and the torching of
20 government schools.

The intelligence sources
said they and their colleagues had
called on all relevant agencies to
step up their security measures
and to be on high alert.

Cracking up: Villagers in Na-
khon Sri Thammarat found a
huge crater in the ground, which
was probably caused by last
week’s big earthquake in
Sumatra.

The crater which is four
meters deep and seven meters
long, was found by Boonsit
Dechthim near his home in
Krung Ching district.

Officials from the Depart-
ment of Mineral Resources in-
spected the crater and said it was

almost certainly caused by the
Indonesian earthquake on De-
cember 26 2004 that triggered the
tidal wave.

Similar craters have also
been found in Satun province.

Park damage: The financial
damage caused by the tsunami to
seven marine national parks off
Thailand’s eastern coast in the
South is estimated at over 200
million baht, according to the
Permanent Secretary for the
Natural Resources and Environ-
ment, Petipong Pungbun Na
Ayudhya.

All seven national parks
have been closed indefinitely and
are facing a lack of drinking wa-
ter and ecological impacts of the
tsunami on local marine life, K.
Petipong said.

Sixty-six Thai and foreign
tourists were killed in the seven
national parks, including Bok
Kharanee National Park in Krabi
and the Chao Mai Beach in Trang
province.
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Devastation across the bay

Christmas was cel-
ebrated at Lai Thai
Resort with family,
friends and guests. A

lamb roast and carol singers
made for a pleasant
evening. At 10 pm
the Encore Café
staged a Beatle-
maniacs’ Christ-
mas Rock ’n’ Roll
show and we re-
tired to bed about
4.30 am.

The follow-
ing morning, a lot
of groggy heads de-
cided to cancel
their boat and div-
ing trips – a deci-
sion that would ul-
timately save their
lives.

At around 10
am I took a cus-
tomer to the beach on my motor-
bike. As we approached the
beach he said, “Wow, look at
those waves!”

There are never any waves
in Ao Nang – in fact on most days
the water is as flat as glass – but

ACROSS
THE BAY
By Gus Reynolds

that day they were two or three
feet high. On the horizon we
could see the whitecaps ap-
proaching and when a sailing
yacht capsized, we knew there

was trouble on the
way.

I went to En-
core Café, which
thankfully is in the
second row of
shops on the beach
front, and evacu-
ated the two staff
cleaning the restau-
rant.

By the time
we locked the front
door, the waves had
breached the sea
wall and I drove the
two on my motor-
bike along the side-
walks.

The wave
knocked motorbikes, people, and
trees down. I took the staff about
two miles away and left them to
be picked up by their families. I
couldn’t return by the same way
I had taken to get there, so I took
a circuitous route to get back to

Lai Thai, which, at 800 meters
from the beach, was safe.

I returned to the beach area
to make sure that Encore was still
standing and secure. By then the
first set of waves had passed and
the entire beach road was filled
with trees, driftwood, pieces of
boats and even huge boulders and
concrete blocks. Mud and silt, a
foot deep, was everywhere.

I then heard a lot of yelling
and saw – a mile or so out at sea
– the second set of waves ap-
proaching. Everyone ran like
hell.

The stories of death and
destruction caused by the second
set of waves are too numerous
and grim to recount here, but one
must look at the positives and one
thing is for sure: The Ao Nang
sea wall – built three years ago
and roundly criticized at the time
for its design and construction

quality – saved many lives and
prevented even more damage.

The beach immediately
north of Ao Nang, Haad Nappora
Thara, doesn’t have a seawall in
place; the foundations were just
being laid.

That beach and its buildings
were severely damaged, with
longtail boats and concrete pil-
ings from the seawall flung
across the beach road like toys.

After the initial adrenaline
rush finished – about 24 hours
after the event – we faced the task
of cleaning up and taking care of
the injured and homeless.

Ao Nang is the administra-
tive headquarters for Phi Phi Is-
lands, which, by all accounts,
were destroyed – Phi Phi Don
pretty much cut in two by the tsu-
nami. The death toll, if one can
ever be accurately assessed, will
be terrifying.

The survivors and corpses
are being brought onto Ao Nang
Beach to be taken to the hospi-
tal, with the evacuation of the
latter discreetly taking place at
night.

All the schools have been
closed to house the homeless, and
we are all involved in providing
food, clothing and blood to the
local hospitals.

Several international relief
efforts are in operation, as well
as locally-based ones, centered
around and for Krabi Hospital.
Since many hospitals in Phuket
are full, there has been an added
burden on the local hospitals
here.

If anyone would like to
make a donation to the hospitals
in Krabi, I can arrange it. You can
reach me through the Phuket
Gazette. We want to thank you
all for your thoughts and support.

Gus Reynolds, owner of the Lai Thai Resort and Encore
Café in Ao Nang, Krabi, and the Gazette’s correspondent

in the small tourist town on the east coast of Phang Nga Bay,
filed this report on December 28, two harrowing days after the
tsunami hit.

Longtail boats at Haad Napporat Thara were washed up the klong where they were moored and
smashed against the bridge. It is believed that nearly 400 longtails were lost in the tsunami there.
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We can be heroes...
There have been too many individual and groups of heroes to mention them all by name, let alone feature photos of them all. Doctors, nurses and other hospital staff;

data-entry clerks tirelessly updating lists of victims and survivors; police and military personnel, and civilians; forensic specialists and laborers; foreign military and rescue
teams and volunteers; religious leaders and pickup-truck drivers; blood donors and students; consular staff and telecommunications engineers, and many more, heroes all.

(Clockwise from top left): Boy Scouts at Phuket Provincial Hall; Volunteers keep
their energy levels up in Patong; Taiwanese rescue personnel muster at Provincial
Hall; Some of the hundreds of blood donors at Wachira Phuket Hospital; South
Korean rescue workers gather before an all-night operation; Members of the French
GSSA team prepare to head off on a mercy mission.
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Top left: The GSCF
rescue squad from
France and Royal
Thai Navy crew
just ahead of a
sortie.

Local – and not 

Above left: Ladies
from the Jungcey-
lon development
help clear Patong
Beach.

Above: The German rescue team arrives at Phuket
International Airport
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AD-Kata Gardens

Half page

Below: Soldiers take a break from their arduous tasks.

Above: K. Prachacheun of the Office
of Disaster Prevention and Mitigation
hands out food late into the night.

so local – heroes

Above: Members of the Japanese Relief Team liaise with
colleagues.

Below: RTN sailors grab lunch.

www.phuketgazette.net
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How to cope with 
The advice on these pages was provided to the Gazette by Carol Marco, a member

of the British Embassy team at the emergency center at Phuket Provincial Hall.
Although it is naturally rather general in its scope, it will, we hope, be of use to those

suffering loss from the tsunami, and to those trying to help them.

Breaking bad news by

telephone

Purpose:
To inform next of kin, in a sensi-
tive manner, of a death or seri-
ous injury or other bad news and
to offer sincere and thoughtful
support.

To assign a designated per-
son to support each family. This
is an important relationship that
may continue for some time

Objectives:
• Give information promptly and
clearly;
• Deal sensitively with reactions
– one’s own as well as others’;
• Anticipate and manage difficul-
ties;
• Offer support and compassion.

Preparation:
• Rehearse the call – what to say
and how to say it;
• Ensure you have the correct
names of the victim and next of
kin;
• Gather as much accurate infor-
mation as possible: time, place,

and what happened, for example;
• Use a quiet place;
• Allow for sufficient time – up
to half an hour;
• Ensure there will be no inter-
ruptions;
• Anticipate emotional reactions,
such as anger, distress, silence,
denial;
• Anticipate difficult questions;

Follow-up procedures:
• Have contact names and num-
bers to hand;
• Schedule possible times for fol-
low-up phone call;
• Compile a log sheet;
• Prepare yourself – consider
your own likely reactions.

The phone call:
Purpose of call:
• To provide information clearly
and sensitively;
• To offer support and compas-
sion;
• To handle reactions.

Responses to call:
• No reply: keep trying;
• An answering machine: state
your name, that of your organi-

zation, give contact number. Say
it is important, but sound calm.
• Someone other than next of kin:
Determine relationship. Make
every effort to find out how to
contact designated next of kin
immediately without being
alarming.

If this is not possible, leave
message as per answering ma-
chine. If respondent is not the
named next of kin but is close,
such as siblings, parent, adult son
or daughter, they may press you
for information. Use discretion.

The person will quickly
sense that there is a serious prob-
lem just by the fact of your call-
ing and may attempt to leap to
conclusions for which there is no
basis.

Breaking the news:
• State your name and that of the
organization you represent;
• Ensure that the person you are
speaking to is next of kin or an
appropriate substitute;
• Say that there has been a disas-
ter and that you have bad newss;
• Ask if there is anyone else there
to offer support;
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by ANDYthe aftermath of the tsunami
• Give news clearly and con-
cisely, without going into detail;
• Allow time for reaction.
• If respondent becomes silent,
stay on the phone for as long as
is necessary in order to begin
talking again;
• Offer support and sympathy;
• If possible, fill in details by an-
swering their questions;
• Give any further necessary in-
formation. Remember that the
person is shocked; you can give
more information later.
• Give only information that has
been confirmed. Do not be pres-
sed into saying more than you are
sure of. You can say “We don’t
know that yet.”
• Ensure the person has under-
stood;
• Check again about support. If
the respondent is alone, ask
whether he or she can phone to
other family members or a sup-
port network, or offer to do so
yourself;
• State what support you can of-
fer and give a contact name and
number;
• Say what your initial proce-
dures are;
• Ask if the respondent has any
initial instructions or wishes;
• Arrange a time to call back;
• Ensure that this happens, even
if there is no further information;
• Say that you will write with all
relevant information and contact
numbers. Ensure that this is done
immediately;
• Log details of the call.

Afterwards:
Review the call with a colleague;
• What did I do well?
• What could I have done better?
• What will I do differently next
time?
• How do I feel now?
• Would it help for me to talk to
a counselor?

• What follow-up action needs to
be taken: logging the call; the
follow-up calls; the letter detail-
ing contacts;
• Confirm who will do this. En-
sure it is done;
• Maintain your relationship with
the designated family for an ap-
propriate period of time.

Coping with loss and
grief

The shock and pain of loss trig-
ger a range of powerful and
frightening emotions.

The death of a parent, part-
ner, child or other close person
is the most desperate loss that we
may ever have to cope with.

The intensity of our feel-
ings and our ability to cope with
this kind of loss will depend on
various factors, including our de-
gree of attachment to the person
and the circumstances.

Numbness and disbelief are
often the immediate reactions to
a death.

A newly bereaved person
may deny what has happened and
continue to behave as if the dead
person were still alive, for ex-
ample, shopping and cooking and
making arrangements as usual.

The bereaved may feel
guilt, self-reproach and remorse:
“If only I’d taken better care of
him/her; been a better spouse;
been more sympathetic; spent
more time with them” and so on.

Feelings of rage and anger
can also take the bereaved by
surprise: “How could she/he
leave me alone? How do they
expect me to cope?”

The bereaved can be left
with a great sense of insecurity
and fear, sometimes expressed in
panic attacks. The sense of b  eing
lost and alone is very frighten-
ing and a great yearning for the
loved one can be almost over-
whelming.

Many people feel a power-
ful urge to return to some of the
places they knew with their loved
ones, almost as if they will find
them there.

Feeling the presence of a
lost person, dreaming of them,
imagining they are still at work
or in another room, hearing their
voice or sensing their presence is
not a sign of madness but a very
common experience.

The need to talk over and
over the events leading up to the
death, as if somehow they could
be altered, is also very common.

Many people feel need-
lessly ashamed of their reactions
and are discouraged from hon-
estly expressing their painful
thoughts and feelings. The fear
of “cracking up” or “giving in”
often forces people to deny their
true feelings – even to them-
selves.

Well-meaning friends and
relatives, often supportive during
the first few weeks or months,
soon expect to see the bereaved
person “getting over it” and urge
them to cheer up.

Fear of upsetting children
and other family members can
force people to put on a brave
face and to submerge their grief.
This is always damaging. Unre-
solved grief or inability to resolve
emotional tension can result in
stress-related illness.

It is estimated that one-third
of those who lose a spouse de-
velop health or emotional prob-
lems, including loss of sleep, loss
of appetite, headaches and gen-
eral lassitude and tiredness.

A sort of plateau of hope-
lessness, characterized by de-
pression and apathy, complete
exhaustion and even a wish to
die, may come sometime during
the first year of bereavement,
before even the first glimmer of
hope and acceptance begins to
dawn.

 The four tasks of what
Freud termed “grief work” are:

• To truly recognise and accept
the loss;
• To mourn the loss, giving ex-
pression to the grief;
• To perform the new tasks of life
that the loss obliges us to take on;
• To look to a new kind of future.

Progress through grief is not or-
derly. You may feel stronger on
some days and then suffer a re-
turn to periods of hopeless tears.

There is no timetable ac-
cording to which the bereaved
person will finish grieving and
feel better. The whole process
may take months, a year or sev-
eral years.

The emotions of grief, pain-
ful though they are, lead to ac-
ceptance and healing.

The purpose of grief is to
allow a bereaved person to come
gradually to an understanding of
what the loved one meant to them
and an acceptance of a new and
meaningful life.

Further advice on coping long-
term will be published in the Ga-
zette next week, or may be down-
loaded now from the Gazette
Online at www. phuketgazette.
net/news/index.asp?id=3920

Picking up the pieces after the tsunami may take weeks or months
– but coping with the mental effects could take much longer.
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CAPRICORN (December 22-
January 20): Drop tactful hints if
your birthday falls this week and
a wish could come true. Some-
one special has been puzzling
over what gift to buy and will
appreciate guidance. Affairs of
the heart are well highlighted
during January. Single goats are
feeling particularly flirtatious at
the moment and are sending out
all the right signals. The number
5 can be lucky on Thursday.

AQUARIUS (January 21-Febru-
ary 19): Aquarians have the abil-
ity to come up smelling of roses
no matter what kind of mess
they’ve got into. It seems that
you’ve been responsible for
weaving a tangled web in your
private life, but some careful un-
raveling should sort things out
this week. If a thorn remains in
your side it should serve as a re-
minder to avoid getting into the
same sticky situation again. Mon-
day is a good day to investigate
the job market.

PISCES (February 20-March
20): Start examining different
ways of making your money.
Bank balances that have re-
mained stagnant during the lat-
ter part of 2004 are likely to be
boosted during the first few
months of this year. Your imagi-
nation is easily sparked this

week; ideas that appear totally
impractical could hold promise.
Pisceans will also be inspired to
make changes in their living situ-
ations; if this involves a change
of décor, try mixing shades of
green.

ARIES (March 21-April 20):
With recent trials and tribulations
behind you there should now be
clear reason to expect that this
year can only get better. Doubt-
ing Arians are advised to work
hard this week on sharpening
their positive thinking skills. Al-
low yourself to enjoy some truly
tranquil days and meditate on
what is good in your life. Busi-
ness success is highlighted on
Tuesday with the possibility of a
scoop becoming more real.

TAURUS (April 21-May 21):
Taureans have the chance to go
out on a cosmic limb this week-
end and experience something
totally different. Spontaneity sud-
denly becomes an attractive idea
and could lead to meeting like-
minded new friends. Romance
isn’t likely to figure strongly in
your life during this month but

that won’t be a problem unless it
involves an ardent pursuer who
won’t give up. You will have to
make it very clear that this inter-
est is not shared.

GEMINI (May 22-June 21): No
matter how hard you dig your
heels in the sand, someone is de-
termined to have things all their
own way. This week Geminis
will be caught in a jam and tact-
ful negotiations must be on the
agenda. A more congenial atmo-
sphere is forecast for next week,
so try to remain ambivalent until
then. Leo is poised to make a
move; you will not see this one
coming.

CANCER (June 22-July 23):
You’re ready to rock during the
second week of January. You will
have enviable amounts of energy;
nothing will stand in your path
for long. However, if you’re en-
thusiastically planning ahead for
2005, try to remember that you
won’t always be so fired up. If
you keep those aims reasonable,
much can be achieved this year.
Keep a fire extinguisher handy on
Sunday, when passion is set to
burn.

LEO (July 24-August 22): Leos
who are feeling low this week
need to balance their energy out-
put to stave off tiredness. It is
more than possible that you will
need to take a raincheck on ap-
pointments this week; others
should understand. There will be
more money flowing out than in,
but a surprise gift will cheer you
up. Family visits will go most
smoothly on Thursday when har-
monious relationships are high-
lighted. The color olive green
encourages growth.

VIRGO (August 23-September
23): Home and family occupy
your mind this week. This will
probably involve contact with
those you haven’t seen for a long
time. Unspoken disagreements
should be left aside; a better
chance to air your views will
come soon. Unattached Virgoans
can prepare to meet someone
who could become much more
than a friend. Money matters are
best dealt with on Thursday,
when the number 7 is auspicious.

LIBRA (September 24-October
23): Those born under the sign
of Libra should refrain from play-

ing with fire where romance is
concerned. Fingers are bound to
be burned if you don’t distance
yourself now. You would be
much better off devoting energy
to clearing the decks ready for a
career change. If you’re tired of
ploughing the same furrows there
are indications that new seeds are
about to be sown. The color am-
ber can bring luck this week.

SCORPIO (October 24-Novem-
ber 22): The way forward is not
as simple as you might hope for
this week. Scorpios who were
hoping to take a shortcut in real-
izing a business deal will have to
contend with frustrating delays;
giving in to road rage will not
solve the problem of others’ in-
ability to indicate clearly which
direction they intend to move in.
Wear the color ice blue to help
maintain your cool.

SAGITTARIUS (November 23-
December 21): Your desire for
freedom is particularly strong as
the year begins. If this feeling
comes from the need to be less
involved in a personal relation-
ship, be very careful how you put
distance between you and the
other person. There is danger of
jealousy taking root and Sagit-
tarians could be on the receiving
end of some bad vibrations.
Wearing kid gloves is recom-
mended in all areas this week.

The stars and you
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F R O M  T H E
STREETS

O F

PATTAYA
By Duncan Stearn

THE RED BADGE OF MONEY
From the desk of the Fearless
Leader:

We all know that, af-
ter the disaster in
the Andaman prov-
inces, we will need

to work extra hard to bring back
the tourists so that Phuket and its
neighbors can resume paying the
government their full whack in
taxes as swiftly as possible.

I have been examining the
question carefully, and it has come
to my attention that a number of
foreign tourists object to two-tier
pricing.

According to K. Defdum-
andblind, the former Director of
the Office of Tourism, the pro-
portion was around 50%.

I tried to disabuse him of this
preposterous notion, but he in-

sisted he was right. I hope he
enjoys his new post of Chief Traf-
fic Island Inspector in Wherethe-
fukarewe Province.

The Office of Fair Assess-
ments and Liabilities (OFAL) has
come up with a cunning plan to
be called, simply, Multi-Tiered
Pricing. We have decided the best
and fairest way to assess tour-
ists is to subject all foreigners
entering the Kingdom to a means
test.

The bureaucracy needed to
operate this is massive and there-
fore I can confidently say that
unemployment will be eradi-
cated. This makes those other so-
called Asian “tiger” economies
look like VCD vendors in Soi
Buakhow market.

So, not only has your gov-
ernment removed all illicit drugs

and bumped off, er, apprehended,
all drug dealers, eliminated pov-
erty, eradicated slum areas, insti-
tuted the most wide-ranging and
affordable medical cover in the
history of the planet, moved de-
forestation to Cambodia and
Laos, and found a cure for the
common cold; it has also become
the first country in history to elimi-
nate unemployment.

I have appointed my second
cousin Taxem Shinsofleather as
Director-General of the new De-
partment of Alien Means
(DAM). This is not nepotism (my
cousin doesn’t know the mean-
ing of the word anyway); he has
faithfully served the Thais Love
Toxic Party for many years now
and has all the qualifications
needed to take up this sensitive
post.

Besides, if it all fails, he gets
the blame, not me.

This is how it will work:
when tourists are issued with their
entry cards for the country, they
will be required to fill in a few
additional lines asking about their
financial status.

We know some unscrupu-
lous people may be tempted to tell
lies on official forms, so we will
require proof of every tourist’s fi-
nancial situation: evidence such
as bank books, property state-
ments, letters from their employer
stating their yearly income as well
as tax returns for the past three
years.

This will mean a longer
waiting time to get through Cus-
toms and Immigration at the air-
port, but I have thought of that.
We will recruit a few thousand
extra Immigration officers and
will also allow a selected number
of vendors to set up refreshment

stalls near the Immigration
queues.

Unfortunately, because
tourists won’t have been assessed
for the financial position by this
stage, the price of drinks will have
to be at the top end – no discount-
ing.

My third cousin,Takeit
Shinsofleather, has
been given the re-
freshment fran-
chise for all Thai-
land. I can trust
him.

Once tourists
have been assessed
they will be issued
with a laminated
color-coded card to
be worn at all
times. Tourists
found attempting to
buy anything, be it
a television or bag
of fried insects, without wearing
the card will automatically be
charged 20 times what a Thai
would pay.

Yellow: This indicates an ex-
tremely poor foreigner on a bud-
get of little more than a paltry 500
baht a day. They are to be pitied
I suppose. Baht buses in Pattaya
are able to demand (without men-
aces) only the standard five-baht
fare.

I don’t know why someone
like this should even bother com-
ing here in the first place. Or how
they managed to scrape together
enough cash to pay for the air-
fare. Bunch of losers.

Green: These are the difficult
ones. They have “money too
much” as a certain singer at the
Bar of the Perpetual Virgin used

to say to my former foreign busi-
ness partners. She’ll be happy to
know they didn’t have quite as
much left after I’d stitched up a
few deals with them.

I digress. They usually have
plenty of cash to spend but
they’re not profligate, so we’ll di-
rect all places to hit them with a

double-price sur-
charge. It’ll still be
cheaper than an
entry to the Natu-
ral History Mu-
seum in London
(though we’re
stuffed if they
mention freebies
like the National
Gallery or Towne-
ley Hall in Burnley,
England).

Red: They are rich
beyond imagina-

tion. These people must not be
allowed anywhere without pay-
ing 10 times what a poor Thai per-
son would fork out. Therefore, all
street stall vendors must charge
like wounded buffaloes for any
product.

The majority of these peo-
ple will still think it’s cheap and
will make vacuous comments
like: “Oh Herman, we’d pay
triple this amount at home in Bel-
lyache, Alabama.”

With this system in place
we’ll quietly drop the Elite Card.
I have no doubt it will appeal to
the ego of every foreigner who
has more money than he knows
what to do with who’ll want to
come to Thailand just so he can
go back home and show his
mega-rich friends his Red card,
proof he is among the élite of the
élite.

Normally, this column
starts off the year with
a sermon as to why
you should make a

New Year’s resolution to begin a
weight training program – if you
are not already on one.

The list of reasons is exten-
sive indeed, spanning the range
of “wellness” (I can’t believe I
actually used that word), from
increased self-confidence all the
way to protection from heart dis-
ease.

Images from Phuket broad-
cast around the world of the De-
cember 26 tsunami disaster show
another important reason to lift
weights – being fit can save your
life in times of emergency that
require strength and endurance
for survival.

In one case, video footage
captured by a Norwegian man
and aired on the BBC caught one
victim being swept by the tsunami
surge though what appeared to
have been the pool area of a ho-
tel in Kamala.

The guy was shown grasp-
ing a railing with difficulty but then,
using all his strength he somehow
managed to pull himself up from
the torrent to what appeared to
be safety.

We can’t know if he sur-

vived in the end – we can only
hope that he did – but if he did
manage to survive it was in part
because of he had the required
level of strength and fitness to
save himself.

Other images, of people
clinging to trees for dear life, also
bear out the need for strength and
endurance when your life is on
the line. It’s no wonder they train
military recruits the way they do.
But unlike pimple-faced army
recruits getting ready for their
first tour of duty in Iraq, most of
us here in Phuket have to be our
own drill sergeants when it comes
to getting down to the strenuous
business of exercise.

Events like a tsunami are,
thankfully, few and far between.
But other examples of how
strength and fitness can help to
minimize injury caused by acci-
dents abound.

Falls from motorcycles re-
sult in fewer bone fractures

among those whose bones are
strengthened through weight
training and proper diet. Lean
muscle mass is also the best pro-
tection from trauma and protects
the inner organs from dangerous
impacts far better than a soft (and
unsightly) layer of fat.

The improved balance and
flexibility afforded by weight
training and stretching also helps
one to move with greater swift-
ness and agility, thereby giving
one  heightened ability to stay out
of harm’s way in the first place.

It’s not just in terms of ac-
cident prevention that weight
training pays big health dividends;
it can also help reduce chronic
injuries, such as lower back pain
that occurs when stabilizing
muscles are allowed to atrophy
and grow out of balance – for
those who have never experi-
enced it, living with lower back
pain is like living in hell.

The tsunami has caused
untold stress and suffering on
Phuket; no doubt many of us
have found ourselves having to
abandon our fitness routines for
some time.

In the aftermath of the tsu-
nami, we at the Gazette found
ourselves working furiously in

front of the computer late into the
night, chain-smoking and eating
junk food, our brains becoming
zombified in computer-monitor-
induced blotto state. Then, when
the end of the day finally came,
downing bottle after of bottle of
Heineken to wash away the pres-
sure and induce sleep.

The result in my case?
Three kilograms of added flab in
less than a week – most of which
wouldn’t exist now if I had just
been able to keep up with my
one-body-part-per day weight
routine.

As things return to normal,
however, it’s time for all of us to
get back down to business and
not use the tsunami as an excuse
not to get back to weight train-
ing.

If you’ve been off weights
for over a week, start back in
slowly in order to prevent too
much soreness as you bring your
muscles back into play.

If, like me, you had been
working out different body parts
on different days, it might be a
good idea to start back with a full
body workout, hitting each muscle
group with just one set to put a
general “cease and desist” order
to the inevitable atrophy that you
are now no doubt experiencing.

Now we see how fitness
really makes a difference

FANATIC
Fitness

By Stool Pigeon,
special fitness
correspondent
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It’s a given that foreigners
taking up residence in Japan
go through three distinct
stages.
First, the honeymoon, when

newly-arrived gaijin love every-
thing about the place. But then,
in stage 2, as inscrutable frustra-
tions mount, they start to have
second thoughts and murmur an-
grily of divorce. But finally, in
stage 3, the foreigner learns to
adapt.

I did a crash course of all
three phases in three days in
Hiroshima, staying at a minshuku,
one step down from a traditional
inn or ryokan.

At first, everything seemed
cute. I and the clerk at reception
just about managed to communi-
cate: he wrote down the price and
I paid him the money. That I had
to walk down two floors from my
room to the bathroom, in specially
provided slippers, was quaint.

So was the room-key with
a wooden tag the size of a soup
ladle, the television populated by
umpteen channels of gabbling,
hissing, bowing strangers, the pun-

At age 73, John le Carré
has just published his
19th novel: Absolute
Friends (Hodder &

Stoughton, London, 2004, 383pp).
It is among his very best, right up
there with his early Smiley tril-
ogy.

Le Carré was among the
earliest and most passionate op-
ponents of the Iraq War – writ-
ing a long and cor-
rosive letter to
The Times of Lon-
don – and that
passion shows
through in Abso-
lute Friends. It is
a grand, sweeping
tale that covers 35
years in the
friendship of En-
glishman Ted
Mundy and Ger-
man Sasha, from
the heyday of the
radical student
left in 1969,
through the last
decade of the
Cold War leading to the fall of the
Berlin Wall and onward to the af-
termath of the American occu-
pation of Baghdad.

The story is told from the
point of view of Ted Mundy, born
in Pakistan to a drunken British
Army major and an Irish nurse-
maid on the day in 1947 that Pa-
kistan came into being. While
studying German at Oxford, he
falls in love with a radical Hun-
garian named Ilse, who spurns
him as having a “completely bour-
geois heart” when he proposes
marriage, but she puts Mundy on
to Sasha, a radical student leader,
when he transfers to Kruezberg
University in West Berlin in 1969.
Here’s the scene:

“In a bullet-pocked former

Another classic from le Carré

Ryokan and a rollin’

gent smell of the rush matting
floor, my patterned yukarta, a
dressing gown that could be worn
in the street (or so said the book
of regulations in my room), and
the gurgling juggernaut that dis-
pensed green tea in the commu-
nal dining room.

I slept fully content. As fel-
low guests – students on a bibu-
lous break – clattered down the
corridors late at night I smiled in-
dulgently, remembering my own
college days, and slept dreaming
of Madame Butterfly and samu-
rai aboard a shinkansen, the ul-
tra-Japanese bullet train.

I woke with a crick in my
neck and a pressing need to rid
myself of the by-products of sev-
eral cans of beer, bought from the
ubiquitous vending machine in the
lobby as a nightcap. Rather than

being able to swing my legs over
the side of the bed, I had to lever
my entire 90-kilo frame into the
vertical with no assistance from
the forces of gravity.

Down in the bathroom a list
of rules illustrated by smirking
little twits devoid of genitals dic-

tated that I had to sit on a tiny
stool to shower before actually
getting into the bath, and dry my-
self with a minuscule towel.

I had to climb those damn
stairs again and bend down to
pick up my clothes. The prospect
of green tea for breakfast was a

cultural bridge too far and the din-
ing area had the air of a prison
visiting hall. Staying at this noisy,
inconvenient, foreign establish-
ment had been an act of madness
on my part, I decided.

But by the third day of resi-
dence I was starting to find my
feet. I rolled up my clothes into a
pillow. The green tea juggernaut
had a hidden button which dis-
pensed simple hot water that
could be added to Nescafé or Earl
Grey tea.

I extricated the room key
from its cudgel. The shower had
a nozzle halfway up the wall, so I
booted the stool out of the way
and washed myself and then sat
in the tub up to my neck in hot
water till I tingled.

Rather as the Japanese take
English words and adapt them for
their own use – transforming ho-
tel into hoteru, and making room
service into the exotic-sounding
cocktail rum-sabis – I’d made my
minshuku ryok-an-roll. And it
was a hell of a lot more interest-
ing than yet another chain hotel.
And a damn sight cheaper.

factory as high as Paddington rail-
way station hang likenesses of
Castro, Mao and Ho Chi Minh.
A portrait of the late Che Gue-
vara is draped in black bunting.
Hand-daubed slogans on bed
sheets warn Mundy that It is For-

bidden to Forbid,
urge him to Be
Realistic, De-
mand the Impos-
sible, Accept No
Gods or Masters.
Strewn across the
floor like survi-
vors from a ship-
wreck, students
doze, smoke,
breastfeed ba-
bies, play rock
music, fondle and
harangue each
other.”

Ted Mundy
winds up living
with Sasha who

plots ever more operatic student
street demonstrations. During a
vicious mêlée with the police,
Mundy saves Sasha’s life but
bears the brunt of a horrible beat-
ing. While he is in the hospital,
Sasha steals his girlfriend.

Ten years later in London,
Mundy is married to a Labour
Party activist and is the father of
a son. He is employed by the Brit-
ish Council to escort performing
artists through Iron Curtain coun-
tries. In East Berlin,
he is approached by
Sasha who had de-
fected to East Ger-
many to spite and
embarrass his hated
father, a Lutheran
pastor who had de-
fected to West Ger-
many and launched a
political career there.

In East Ger-
many, Sasha is re-
cruited into the intel-
ligence services by a senior offi-
cial who is a great admirer of his
father – who turns out to be a
double agent for the Stasi secret
police. Fed up, Sasha now wants
to turn double agent himself and
spy for the West.

Micro-filmed information
provided by Sasha is rated “al-
pha double plus” by British intel-
ligence who promptly recruit
Mundy into MI6 to be Sasha’s
handler. For the next decade,

Mundy and Sasha work together
until the fall of the Berlin Wall.
Then their paths split again.

Sasha takes off on a tour of
underdeveloped dictatorships,
working in obscure academic

posts and writing the
occasional journalis-
tic piece. Mundy is
divorced by his wife,
now a Labour MP,
and sets up an unsuc-
cessful English lan-
guage school in
Heidelberg.

Cheated by his
partner and fleeing
creditors, Mundy
winds up in Munich,
where he moves in

with a young Turkish woman
named Zara and adopts her 10-
year-old-son, Mustafa. To sup-
port them, he works as an En-
glish-speaking tour guide at Mad
King Ludwig’s castle in Bavaria.

Which is where Sasha

tracks him down in the aftermath
of the Iraq War. He is in the ser-
vice of a mysterious tycoon
named Dimitri, who wants to turn
Mundy’s failed school into an
educational center to combat
American propaganda about the
war.

“We’re looking at the old-
est America in the book,” Dimitri
tells Mundy. “Puritan zealots
murdering savages in the name
of the Lord – how do you get
older than that?”

The ending is a shocker.
Even more shocking is the media
spin that the new American or-
der gives to it. Le Carré’s gallop-
ing, luminous, impassioned prose,
along with his cruel irony, have
never been put to better use.

Off the
SHELF
By James Eckardt

TALES
TRAVELER

B y  E d  P e t e r s

OF A

Traditional Japanese inns, or ryokan, such as this one pictured above,
might be classier, but they are probably less interesting to stay at
than their cheaper counterparts, minshuku.
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Looters must be stopped

As the horrible events of the tsu-
nami unfold, the heroism of the
Thai people is being reported
over and over again throughout
Europe.

Scandinavian people who
have now returned to their home
countries report how they were
saved by Thai people who risked
their own lives for them, who
helped them when they had lost
everything and who gave them
their food and clothes even if they
had almost nothing themselves.

This kind of generosity
might seem obvious to the Thais,
but through this message I would
like to tell them that they have
become the heroes of so many
Westerners, because of their un-
selfishness and their great gen-
erosity.

I hope you can transmit this
message to the Thai people
through your newspaper.

Kajsa Tornroth
Sweden

Just read your newspaper and it
should be lauded for being level-
headed and for reporting the facts
instead of stirring up a panic and
just plain-out lying. I’ve been
watching CNN and BBC; they

are illustrative of how far main-
stream media has sunk – you’d
think all of Phuket was wiped
out.

And surprise, surprise –
most of the journalists flying in
to the tsunami-hit areas aren’t
going to Sri Lanka, India or In-
donesia, but going to Phuket.

Hope you aren’t too ex-
hausted. Your paper is providing
yeoman service to the commu-
nity.

Steve Evans
Singapore

We are shocked by the devasta-
tion we are seeing reported in the
media in New Zealand. Tony, my
husband, and I travel to Phuket
one or two times a year on busi-
ness. We export paintings back
to New Zealand from some of the
galleries in Patong, and we have
a lot of Thai friends whom we
are not able to contact as yet.

We are currently holding
exhibitions that are being pro-
moted by the local media to raise
money for your area, but we
would like to be of assistance in
a more practical manner. We are
able to travel independently and
need only to know that some

form of accommodation is still
available in Patong or nearby.

Tony is a builder by trade
and I am willing to help in the
hospital or wherever I am needed.
I have a current St John’s certifi-
cate as well.

We approached the New
Zealand Red Cross but they said
they were still assessing the situ-
ation and were not ready to send
any NZ people to help till [the
assessment] was finished.

We would be more than
happy to connect up with any
other volunteers to form work
parties or help in reconstruction
work or cleanups.

Tony & Sheryl Brown
New Zealand

Now that everyone realizes the
scale of the bad things that have
happened, I think it would be
great if you could publicize the
fact that some areas, such as
Kata-Karon are relatively un-
damaged and are open for busi-
ness as usual.

The cleanup is 80% com-
plete and there’s no disease risk
here. All people see is what’s on
CNN and so on, and it’s going to
kill all businesses in Phuket.

Prayers and offers of help pour
in from around the world

The Gazette has received, and continues to receive, hundreds of emails
from Thailand and around the world, offering financial help, assistance on
the ground or simple heartfelt sympathy for the plight of those hit by the
tsunami. Here and on the facing page we reproduce some of these emails

as a salute to the caring world.

The tsunami that struck all along Thailand’s Andaman coastline
brought terror, horror and heroism. Not the cinematic kind of hero-
ism, but the dogged, never-give-in type evinced by volunteers, from
those who fed and clothed the bereft to those who carried out the
grisly task of retrieving and wrapping the dead.

The vast majority of people, whether victims or helpers, have
responded in the best manner possible, helping those less fortunate
than themselves.

But amid the heroism were dark tales of stark, cynical avarice,
as opportunistic looters descended on the devastation like so many
carrion eaters.

Witnesses have told the Gazette of gangs in four-wheel-drive
trucks driving through the carnage along Patong’s shore, stepping
over bodies to plunder shops and homes.

Gold shops, naturally, were a prime target. Once one or two
people had smashed their way into a shop, others followed, with
near-mob scenes developing. There were also reports of Westerners
joining in the free-for-all.

In Khao Lak, one particularly disturbing incident was reported
to the Gazette: a looter frisking the dead. Flipping open one victim’s
clothing, he extracted a wallet, took 5,000 baht from it and stowed
the money in his pocket, then made a leering wai to the corpse and
thanked it for its contribution.

Walking away, he tossed the wallet away. Not only had he
stripped the victim of cash and dignity; by throwing away the wallet
he had also stripped him of his identity. One more family, probably,
may never know what happened to a father, brother or son.

What was particularly chilling in this case was that the looter
was an officer in uniform.

At the scenes of most major disasters, one function of the army
is to protect people’s possessions. Often, orders are given to shoot
looters on sight.

In Khao Lak, police have been checking vehicles leaving the
area laden with possessions in an attempt to prevent looters carrying
away the possessions of others. But no one, it seems, is stopping the
looting at source. Urgent action must be taken to do so. Looters, in
their unconscionable greed, heap more misery upon the already un-
imaginable misery of those in the stricken areas.

One senior police officer was quoted in the media as saying
that anyone caught looting would be arrested and denied bail. That’s
not enough. Anyone found looting should, perhaps, be given the
courtesy of a warning shot. But those who persist in this vulture-like
pursuit should be shot. Dead.



P E R S P E C T I V E SJanuary 8 - 14, 2005 P H U K E T  G A Z E T T E 19

Actually, most of our cus-
tomers say Karon Beach is nicer
than it’s been in years – Mother
Nature made short work of clean-
ing it out.

Perhaps a little good news
about pockets like this will help
get business back up and keep
Phuket moving forward.

Eric Conger
Karon

I would like to thank and con-
gratulate the Phuket Gazette for
the unbiased, informative and
helpful information that has been
sent, by email, on a very regular
basis.

This information is so much
more accurate than much of what
has been reported by interna-
tional TV news channels.

I would also like to thank
all the Thai people who have
been extremely helpful and effi-
cient in the handling of the situa-
tion.

Joan Watson
Chalong

I am a paramedic from the US
with many years of both ambu-
lance and emergency-room expe-
rience, and I also speak some
Thai. I was already planning a
trip to Thailand next week and I
am due to arrive in Bangkok on
January 8 (but may be able to ar-
rive sooner).

I am available to work in
any capacity possible, and would
appreciate any assistance that
you can give me in finding a way
to help. I will be free for several
months if needed and am happy
to donate my time.

Jason Blackman
US

We pray for you.
Collette Trottier

Canada

Could you, please, help me to
thank all those wonderful Thai
citizens who gave their help and
full support during and after the
horrible quake disaster on the
December 26.

I am so happy that all my
airline crew survived the flood
without serious injury. Our
thoughts are with those who were
not so lucky and we are praying
for those who have lost their
lives.

Especially, I would like to
send my best wishes and thanks
to Pol Capt Luecha Polakham
from Kathu Police Station, as he
helped me and my crew to find a
place to stay overnight after this
horrible disaster.

I look forward to visiting
your beautiful country and its
wonderful people as soon as pos-
sible and I wish all strength and
courage to everyone to overcome
this disaster.

Jukka Ruoti
Captain, Boeing 757

Air Finland

Congratulations on keeping the
news flowing – you are the best
source of news in the area and I
appreciate your heroic efforts.
My son and his girlfriend are in
Phuket right now.

I hope you do not have to
pay extra for high bandwidth – I

see your traffic is getting very
high. Please tell me if I should
not be using your site.

David Butcher
California

My wife has just come back to
Shanghai from Phuket, narrowly
escaping the disaster. Thank the
Lord Buddha!

She told me a lot about how
the local people in Phuket helped
her. Thai people have been so
kind, offering anything they can
to help foreign tourists. We are
so grateful to them. I think there
are lots of us who want to say
thank you.

Yu Jun
Shanghai, China

As a Canadian who fell in love
with Phuket and Patong Beach, I
would like to see more pictures
in order to see what is still stand-
ing.

Our prayers are with all the
people of Thailand at this time. I
will be heading there as soon as
you are ready for your first guest.

Diane
Canada

I found it very easy to get the
phone number of your newspa-
per. Why didn’t the people who
have earthquake-sensing equip-
ment call and warn the Gazette,
or at least the Thai government?

It seems to me that the
deaths were entirely unnecessary.
My understanding is that they
knew about the earthquake six
hours before the waves arrived in
Thailand.

Michael
By email

The horrific images we are see-
ing are almost too much to bear.
The company I work for has set
up a relief drive.

I would like to match up
individuals and families affected
by this tragedy, with people like
me who are willing to sponsor for
up to a year. The level and type

of sponsorship may vary from
match to match.

Please let me know who I
might talk to to get this started. I
have many friends who would be
willing to join in.

God bless you and others
during this most difficult period.

Nancy Hills
By email

I have just been reading your
news pages about the tragic
events. Do you have any news
about the Khao Lak Resort Ho-
tel? My wife and I have stayed
there often and we are very con-
cerned about the safety of the
staff. We can only pray that all
are safe and well.

I have read that Khao Lak
has been devastated and feel so
sorry for all the Thai people who
have lost loved ones, their homes
and work.

We love Thailand and her
people and will be returning as
soon as we can. Knowing the
strong spirit of her people I am
sure that all will be working hard
to support the affected and re-
build their lives.

Our best wishes and love to
all there.

Michael & Andrea Nicholson
Manchester, UK

I am contacting you to express
our sympathy at this terrible time.
I am an advertiser on the website
and you kindly helped me with
my advert.
Is the Gazette opening a fund for
relief? Please let me know so I
can make a small contribution.

Keep strong and be blessed.
Dr Harold Dresner

Karmiel, Israel

I’m in Chiang Mai and I would
love to help with the relief effort,
but I want to make sure I’m more
of a help than a hindrance.

I can’t get through to the
police or the Red Cross, so I was
wondering if you might be able
to give me some advice. My

background is in civil engineer-
ing and construction manage-
ment, but I’m willing to do any-
thing, from cleaning out sewers
to picking up debris on the
beach. Let me know what you
think.

Sam Reid
Chiang Mai

We want to help with the clean -
up operations. We run a logistics
company and at close of business
tonight propose to come down to
Phuket.
We want to know:

1. Is there anything we can
bring down from North East
Thailand and Bangkok?

2. Will we be in the way?
We have 11 ten-wheel trucks
available until we re-open after
the holidays.

I am contacting you as
you’re in the affected area

Ben Rengsomboon
Saha (Loei-Udon) Transport Co

Ltd

Thank you. We have found our
son alive. We are very grateful
but know the sorrow of others
must be traumatic. Thank you for
communicating with us in our
terrifying search for our son.

May God bless you richly.
John Bullock

California, US

At a time of crisis, when the
world needs up-to-date coverage
and information, your paper is
USELESS.

Ian,
London, UK

[We have a suspicion that “Ian”
may need to refresh his view of
the Gazette Online from time to
time – Editor]

We here in Perth are so sorry to
hear what has happened to your
beautiful town of Patong.

We were very upset when

we saw the news on TV. We have
been going to Phuket for about
10 years and when we leave to
come home we are planning our
trip for the following year.

Over the years we have
spent a lot of time on the beach
in front of the Holiday Inn, and
we have got to know the people
who run that section of the beach
by their first names.

We are very worried that
they may not all have survived
the tidal wave, as a few of them
are elderly.

I know your reporters must
be very busy at the moment, but
would it be possible to check on
the people and email any infor-
mation as we are very concerned
about them.

The lady who runs the
drink-and-umbrella section is
known to us as Mama. Also,
there is Bourne, Moo, Meow and
a few more, who make our trips
to Thailand memorable.

I hope you can help. We
will be booking in the next few
weeks to return in July. I enjoy
your paper, your people and your
country.

Alan Fordy
Perth, Australia

I recently moved to Phuket and
am living at Blue Canyon. I am
Canadian and have years of ex-
perience as an emergency-room
nurse.

In light of the recent disas-
ter to hit this area I would like to
be of some assistance in any re-
lief effort but have no idea who I
should volunteer my services to.
I would like to assist in any sort
of relief effort that is being orga-
nized. Any direction that you
could give me would be greatly
appreciated.

Pam Pease
Phuket

Our family have just rung and
they are now on their way to
Bangkok. Thank you, thank you
for your emails; they kept us hop-
ing.

Tina Kenyon
By email

My thoughts and prayers are with
all of you now, may God give you
the strength to get through this.

Kim Stanifer
By email

I have just completed the IOM-
OCRV mission in Iran for the Af-
ghanistan elections and I would
like to know if you need people
for relief aid in Southeast Asia. I
am interested and available  to go
and help.

Please could you let me
know as soon as possible or could
you please tell me who I should
contact.

Hannes Delport
Pretoria, South Africa

Thanks for your website, which
helped me to locate my friends. I
have spoken to someone who has
confirmed their safety. I was in
Phuket about four months ago,
staying in Bang Tao. I loved the
place and whatever happens I
will be coming back next year.

Earl Cook
New Zealand

Bereft of homes and possessions, residents of devastated Khao Lak stretch out their hands for
T-shirts handed out by volunteers.
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Installing a critical patch from the Windows Update website can
help stop your PC from crashing.

COMPUTER
KHUN WOODY’S

Iam writing this column 36
hours after the tsunami hit
Phuket, and I’m angry as
hell. Fire-breathing, blood-

spitting angry.
Why? Because of the in-

credible lack of communication
that has led to thousands of un-
necessary deaths from Indonesia
to Tanzania. The authorities here
in Thailand knew about the earth-
quake, but didn’t tell anyone;
details of that decision are cur-
rently being investigated.

But even if the Thai au-
thorities remained mute, hun-
dreds – thousands – of individu-

als like you and me could’ve
sounded the alarm for folks who
were in harm’s way.

I just heard an interview on
CNN, live by telephone with a
correspondent in Kata. The
correspondent’s
repeated com-
plaint: No infor-
mation. What ar-
eas have been
hit? Who’s alive?
Who’s missing? Is the airport op-
erating? What are the chances of
a second major quake? Another
tsunami?

Turns out that some of that

information is available – but it’s
in dribs and drabs, in various
places on the Internet.

I guess that’s academic,
though. Who in Phuket could get
on the Internet? My TTT/Hi-Net

ADSL service
went dead a few
hours before the
tsunami hit, and
it’s still dead 36
hours later. I’m

using a dial-up connection that’s
limping along, barely able to
stand the burden of sending and
receiving email.

It took 10 full minutes for

the government’s disaster web-
site, www.disaster.go.th, to load,
and I couldn’t drill down to indi-
vidual pages because the connec-
tion kept timing out. I couldn’t
even log on after 6 pm – all the
lines were busy.

Representatives from Thai-
land and several neighboring
countries will be meeting soon in
Bangkok to discuss some sort of
mutual disaster warning system.
That step’s long overdue, as the
Sars debacle amply demon-
strated.

But what about Internet ac-
cess in Phuket? Where’s the
government’s plan to finally give
us fast, reliable, always-on Inter-
net service? I’m not talking about
the tin-can-and-string approach
we’re suffering from now. I’m
talking about fast, free wireless
Internet everywhere on the is-
land.

In terms of disaster pre-
paredness, that has to be at the
top of the list. Everyone in
Phuket should be able to get on
the Internet to get the latest of-
ficial news, to locate missing
friends and relatives, to send and
receive email, to get weather re-
ports, and to find information
that will quell rumors and save
lives.

Accurate information deliv-
ered widely and quickly would
give people what they need to
make good decisions.

Permit me to offer an ex-
ample. The day after the tsunami
hit, I was in Central Festival, try-
ing to buy a mobile phone. About
6 pm, people started leaving in
droves, literally running for the
exits. Most of the shops shut
down. A panic had taken hold.

The Thai government set up a website to co-ordinate disaster
relief. It’s a noble effort – but if you can’t get onto the Internet,
what’s the point?

Above all, a failure
to communicate

Why? There was a rumor
that another tsunami would hit
within an hour, due to a 6.1-mag-
nitude earthquake off Langkawi.

Absolutely preposterous
crap. First of all, there was no
earthquake off Langkawi, as a
quick search on Google or the
Earthquake Information Center
(neic.usgs.gov) would verify.

Second, an earthquake that
measures 6.1 on the Richter scale
would shake a few buildings, but
it wouldn’t cause a tidal wave –
a fact that could also be verified
at the EIC website (The Richter
scale is a log scale; a level 6
earthquake is only one-thou-
sandth as powerful as a level 9
earthquake).

Third, it would take much
less than an hour for the shock
wave to hit here, as a glance at
any map would confirm. And so
on.

I’m certain that the people
who locked down their shops and
fled Central in droves wouldn’t
be swayed by the facts. Rumors
take on a life of their own, and
fear rarely succumbs to reason.

But if the facts were readily
available, perhaps people would
think twice before falling for
such incredibly stupid rumors.

San Francisco. Philadel-
phia. Taipei. Dozens – more
likely hundreds – of cities are
rolling out plans for free, univer-
sal, fast wireless Internet. The
politicians in such areas cite
emergency preparedness as a big
factor in delivering reliable
broadband Internet to everyone.

Why isn’t Phuket on the
list?

– Woody Leonhard
woody@khunwoody.com
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Repairing the image of Phuket

TALKS
MONEY

By Richard Watson

Stockbrokers expect speedy recovery
By Gategaeo Phetsawang

Richard Watson runs Global Port-
folios Co Ltd, a Phuket-based per-
sonal financial planning service.
He can be reached at Tel and Fax:
076-381997, Mobile: 01-081-
4611. Email: imm@loxinfo. co.th.

The initial reaction of ev-
erybody to the recent
tsunami was shock. The
second reaction was, for

most, what can I do to help?
It is extreme situations that

often bring out the best in people,
and the residents of Phuket, of all
nationalities, were no exception.

It has been a terrible trag-
edy, on a scale that previously
was unimaginable.

For the business commu-
nity, it has quickly become appar-
ent that an assessment of the situ-
ation is necessary. This applies
not only to business owners but
also to employees.

Phuket’s economy, as we all
know, is based principally on
tourism and the effect of what has
happened is going to be substan-
tial. How substantial is anybody’s
guess. Tourism is based on an
image. The image has not been
destroyed, but it has been dam-
aged.

Television reporting cer-
tainly has allowed the world to
know what has happened but at
times it has descended into sen-
sationalism and unfortunately
some outright lies.

For example, statements
have been made by staff of tele-
vision stations that “Phuket is in
tatters”, “has been totally de-
stroyed”, and the like.

One journalist interviewed
on CNBC for a related financial
newspaper even said that he had
written an article on how the
pools of water from the tsunami
would lead to outbreaks of ma-
laria. This journalist has obvi-
ously made a scientific and medi-
cal discovery: mosquitoes appar-
ently now breed in saltwater!

This is a subject that has
been stressed frequently by all
television channels, the threat of

the outbreak of disease. Un-
fortunately, these state-
ments are made on such a
sweeping basis that to view-
ers it appears that the whole
area is about to suffer from
life-threatening diseases.

Phuket has had a lot to
contend with over the past
decade, starting with the 1997
Asian financial crises, the 9/11
tragedy, the Bali bombing, Sars,
chicken ’flu and the war in Iraq.
The effects of each event faded
away and tourist numbers have
increased.

This event is somewhat dif-
ferent; tourists will not come in
the numbers that Phuket needs to
maintain its relative affluence if
tourists believe that it is a disas-
ter zone.

What is required is to in-
form people that Phuket is still a
very attractive destination. All
the infrastructure is intact. The
last earthquake and tsunami of
this size occurred in 1833 and
there is no health risk except per-
haps from overindulgence while
on vacation.

How can the population of
Phuket contribute to the chang-
ing of overseas attitudes in the
short term? There is one very
simple way. I noted the amount
of telephone calls my wife and I
received from overseas in addi-
tion to email and SMS messages.

These were from relatives,
friends and clients in the UK,
Canada, Australia, South Africa,
Portugal, India, Singapore, Ma-
laysia and Hong Kong.

I suspect that most foreign-
ers received at least as many as
we did.

Letting people in other
countries know that the situation
in Phuket is virtually normal is

one effective way of return-
ing the local economy to its
former successful state.

The economy and tour-
ism will return to normal in
any event, but the more we
can speed up the process the
better.

I was very pleasantly
surprised not only with the

degree of assistance given to
tourists in distress by the Thai
people and the expat community
but also with the excellent orga-
nization that so rapidly respond-
ed in so many areas.

One English tourist who
was on Phi Phi Don when the
wave hit said she doubted the UK
would have been so well orga-
nized in a similar situation. Cer-

Problems with an extra-marital affair?
Questions about Thai culture?
Having communications problems?
Need somebody to Love?

ASK KHUN WANIDA! MOMMA DUCK

Fax 076-213971 or email momma@phuketgazette.net

Read her advice in the Phuket Gazette.

tainly, the positive experiences of
so many tourists after this event
will be related to others and the
kindness of the Thai people will
not be forgotten.

As for me, I would like to
state (with my tongue firmly in
my cheek) my willingness to sup-
port the beachfront real estate
market by buying a few rai. All I
ask is that the government will
let me register the property in my
own name.

Well, I can dream, can’t I?

PHUKET: Despite the initial shock of the
December 26 tsunami on the Thai stock
exchange, locally-based stockbrokers are
confident that local investment levels will
recover within the next quarter.

Arpa Kiewkacha, who chairs Adkin-
son Securities’ Executive Board, said that
the Adkinson branch in Patong, which on
average manages investment totaling
about 300 million baht, had suffered a 5%
fall in its total investment level, and said
she believed the fall could increase to 10%
over the next few months.

However, she said, “Stock market
investment will be better after the first
three months of 2005. More customers
will be investing with us. That’s why we
set up our second branch [in Phuket].”

K. Arpa said she is confident that the
Patong branch will also attract new cli-
ents in the coming months.

“We expect to attract new custom-
ers in business in Patong, such as hotels
and restaurants. Our existing customers at
Patong are foreign residents and people
who invest through us over the Internet.

“[Currently] only a few of our cli-
ents [at the Patong office] own tourism-
related businesses, such as entertainment
venues and hotels. So we have not been
affected that much.

“The tsunami will only delay invest-
ment, and we will still have investment
from foreign residents and business own-
ers who have not been affected by the tsu-
nami,” she added.

“I am not worried about Phuket as the

government is now hurrying to re-
vive the [local economy] to what it
was before the tsunami. Phuket is an
economically important province, so
it should [be helped to] recovery
within a few months.”

Trinn Pattaranukrom, man-
ager of both the Patong and the
Phuket City Adkinson branches,
shares a similar outlook, even
though he said that after the tsu-
nami hit that the total amount of
investment in the stock market
from Phuket plummeted by
30%.

“Investment from clients at
the Patong branch has slowed
down and could possibly stay low
until the low season, but tourism
should be back at its peak by next
high season,” he said.

Thitima Dilokpat, Phuket
Branch Senior Manager of broker-
age National Finance plc (NF),
also believes the situation will im-
prove as 2005 unfolds, with more
investors placing investment.

In particular, she said she expected
NF to improve its market share. “This will
depend on our marketing as well,” she
said. “We are trying to expand our market
share and gain new customers, such as [own-
ers of recently established businesses].”

K. Thitima said the major factor de-
termining the level of investment was the
performance of national economy. “It has
been forecast that this year the gross do-
mestic product (GDP) value will fall.
However, stockmarket investment will re-
main attractive as it will continue to earn
more interest than savings in banks,” she
said.

Thaveechai Harijuntanawong, Phu-
ket Branch Manager of Kim Eng Securi-
ties (Thailand) plc, was more cautious
with his outlook for the short term. “Just
after the tsunami, stock trading in Phuket
on the day was stopped and the total trad-
ing value of Thai stocks has since gradu-
ally decreased,” he said.

“The economic situation in 2005 is
difficult to predict because the tsunami
happened in economically important pro-
vinces of Thailand.

“This will effect GDP. It depends on
the central government and how soon it
moves to effect a recovery.”

However, K. Thaveechai remained
optimistic long-term. “Although we can’t
predict the economic situation for 2005,
we will keep our 25% of market share in
Phuket.

“And if the economy gets back to
normal, we may even increase the amount
of investment placed with us to 700 mil-
lion baht or even a billion baht,” he said.

‘I am not worried about [Phuket’s economy]’:
Arpa Kiewkacha of Adkinson Securities.
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TEE TO
GREEN

Jon Morrow

One really good reason for
a round of golf in Phuket

It was 8 am Sunday. A bro-
ken bedside lamp on the
floor. Nothing special. Fig-
ured I must have been

swinging golf clubs in my sleep.
 “Let’s go for khao tom on

the beach.” A sleepy suggestion
from my side. Rolled over. It’s a
normal Sunday morning.

8 am became 9 am. Woke
again; remembered only the idea
of breakfast on the beach. It’s a
great day. Let’s go. It looked like
a full house as we drove past
Loch Palm. Just a normal Sun-
day morning.

“Accident Patong” repeat-
ed the traffic cop, waving us and
everyone else on. New breakfast
plan needed. That was my only
other clue. The road to Patong
Beach was closed.

A bomb? A super-VIP?
Perhaps PM Thaksin in town?
What a shame. It was such a
lovely, peaceful and normal Sun-
day morning.

Such was the routine on the
morning of Sunday, December
26, 2004, or at least it was for
those separated from the Anda-
man Sea by the hills east and
north of Patong.

For those unfortunate
enough to be caught on or near
the beach just a kilometer or two
away, and for thousands of miles
all the way around the Andaman
Sea and Indian Ocean Rim, the
scene could not have been more
different.

By now, we have all seen
the horrific images. Words can’t
add anything. Those brave souls
helping the relief effort will have
many more stories to tell; they
may never see life the same way
again.

We in Phuket have by now
had dozens of emails and text
messages from family and
friends justifiably worried for
our lives. The fact is that, had
there not been TV and radio, I
would not have been any the
wiser. Nor would virtually any-
one else involved in the island’s
golf industry, which is mainly
inland.

In the face of such tragedy
the game of golf seems insignifi-
cant. How can we talk about golf
at a time like this? Yet, golfers
were playing in ignorance, mak-
ing pars and bogeys; caddies
were caddying; and workers were
cutting the grass and raking the
bunkers. People generally went
about their daily Sunday busi-
ness.

In the next few days the
routine continued. Was it cold
hearted? Of course not. Tourists
were here and knew little of the
unfolding horrors.

What else were they going
to do? Too many volunteers run-
ning round and mostly speaking
the wrong languages would have
hindered rather than helped the
relief effort. As the days went on,
many did what they could; most-
ly they gave blood at local hos-
pitals.

The world’s reaction to the
tragedy was an overwhelming
desire to help. Yet on the island,

life went on. There were fewer
golfers. It was more difficult to
get a taxi. Blue Canyon’s cad-
dies, many of whom live at the
low-lying areas of Nai Yang and
Mai Khao Beaches, understand-
ably left golfers holding their
own bags. The golfers picked up
the bags and carried on. By the
28th the caddies were back at
work.

Loch Palm and Phuket
Country Club are completely un-
affected. From what I hear, La-
guna Golf Club (formerly known
as Banyan Tree Golf Club),
though near the beach, is also
completely undamaged. On the
more sheltered east side of the
island, Mission Hills GC reports
zero damage.

The “econo-
mic aftershock”
has yet to be felt.
“Once this group of
tourists goes home,
it’s likely to signal
a very quiet period
because masses of
tourists are cancel-
ing their trips and
going elsewhere,”
said Roger Foo,
Blue Canyon’s Di-
rector of Golf, who
worries that Janu-
ary onward will be
“very quiet”.

Strange, then, that while a
huge relief effort deservedly tar-
gets the badly hit, the local
people on low incomes will be
the next most affected group as
“tsunami paranoia’ sets in and
keeps tourists away.

Some foreign governments
have issued blanket “stay away”
travel advisories. This cover-
your-ass-at-all-costs-without-
asking-any-questions attitude is
not at all helpful.

Phuket has been largely
spared the kind of carnage that
hit Khao Lak. Here, the bodies
have been cleared away. Health
hazards are no more apparent
than they were on December 25.
Indeed, unless one is standing
within pitching distance of the
beach, one would be none the
wiser.

But, of course, images of
normality don’t get aired on
CNN.

Only on te mainland did the
tsunami have much of an effect

on the golf industry. Thai Muang
Beach Golf Club was closed for
a few days, but by December 31
was open as normal.

K. Piak, GM at Thai Muang
Beach, stressed that the beauti-
ful Andaman seaside golf course
is now completely playable. “We
had to clear a lot of debris on the
holes nearest the beach, and we
had some damage around bridges
and lake edges,” he said, “But
otherwise, we’re right back to
normal.”

Tab Lamu, the Royal Thai
Navy’s course, in a gorgeous
beachside setting, is, however,
devastated, with holes 17 and 18
now virtually on the beach. There
has been a price to pay for that
level of intimacy with the sea.

The toll rises
daily. Neither
rhyme nor reason
can explain why so
many innocents
have been taken.
Nature acts in a
random and all-
powerful way. In
this case the trag-
edy is beyond un-
derstanding.

Are our vari-
ous gods sending
us a message? Are
they dissatisfied

with what we are doing to our
world and fellow human beings?

If anything positive comes
out of this tragedy, we must hope
that a climate of peace and un-
derstanding will replace the cli-
mate of fear propagated by
twisted religious and nationalist
messages.

The people of the UK and
US, Australia and Japan, Thai-
land and many other countries
around the world are reaching
deep into their pockets to help.
Even desperately poor East Ti-
mor gave cash. Their help is
from the heart. Politicians, take
note.

The best way for foreign-
ers to help the ordinary people of
Phuket is to keep coming here.
Don’t cancel your trip because of
misguided warnings from bu-
reaucrats in offices tens of thou-
sands of miles away.

The odds are that all the
reasons you had for wanting to
holiday in Phuket haven’t chan-
ged. Why go somewhere else?

Some foreign
governments have

issued blanket “stay
away” travel

advisories. This
cover-my-ass-at-all-

costs-without-
asking-any-

questions-attitude is
not at all helpful.

Searching for a loved one
who is missing can be a
very difficult, tiring and
heart-wrenching pro-

cess. The International Victim
Coordination Center has been set
up at Phuket Provincial Hall to
give as much information as pos-
sible to aid in this process.

What should I do first? Visit the
center, at the Phuket Provincial
Hall on Narisorn Rd, Phuket City.
At the center are lists of patients
admitted to all of the hospitals in
affected areas. You can also re-
view lists of victims who did not
suffer serious injuries and were
relocated to hotels or resorts in
unaffected areas.

If the person you are look-
ing for is not listed, you should
fill out a “Missing Persons Infor-
mation” sheet. These sheets give
you the opportunity to list valu-
able information for relief work-
ers.

What if I can still find no in-
formation? Visit your embassy
representatives on the second
floor of the main information
center. Then visit a DNA collec-
tion center (contact details be-
low) and give samples from ei-
ther the missing relative/friend,
or from yourself if you are a
blood relative.

If you have some personal
items from the missing person
(see  below), it is important that
you keep them carefully as they
may provide material for more
DNA testing in your home coun-
try.

If  your relative or friend is
missing you may feel the need to
search for his or her body. Please
understand, however, that the
temples where bodies are cur-
rently being held are closed to the
public due to health risks.

The conditions there and at
other collection points are very
dangerous, and there is potential
for the spread of diseases such as
cholera and typhoid.

International forensic teams
have said that bodies will not be
released to families or relatives
without appropriate DNA testing
to Interpol or FDI standard, as
well as dental record checks.
Dental records should be submit-
ted through the proper govern-
ment channels in your home
country.

Given the above, it is highly
recommended that those with
missing relatives or friends return
to their countries to help continue
the identification process.

Once back home, what should
I do next? First, make contact
with the appropriate government
office. They should be in a posi-
tion to advise you of the next
steps and where information such
as DNA samples is being col-
lected.

To help with identification,
you are likely to be asked to pro-
vide the following belongings
from the missing person:

• Items such as toothbrush, un-
derwear, hair or shaver;
• Dental and medical records,
particularly if they have had an
operation;
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• Doctor’s or dentist’s contact in-
formation;
• Photographs or information
about jewelry that you know they
were wearing.

Collect these items as soon
as possible and put each into a
sealed plastic bag.

You should also complete a
Disaster Victim Identification
form, which can be downloaded
from www.interpol.int/Public/
D i s a s t e r V i c t i m / F o r m s /
Default.asp

Forensic teams are taking
photos of all victims; the focus
will be on identifiable marks and
items such as operation scars, tat-
toos and jewelry to help identifi-
cation.

They are also taking DNA
samples and dental records.

All records will be held in
a central agency, the Official Thai
Tsunami Information Center
OTTIC, which has a website to
speed up the identification pro-

cess at www.csiphuket.com
If you are a relative or close

friend of a missing person, it is
recommended that you seek
counseling support.

You can also help other
relatives by suggesting that they,
too, seek help.

Useful telephone numbers and
websites:

DNA COLLECTION CENTERS:
Wachira Phuket Hospital:

04-7446070
Patong Hospital: 06-691-9793
Phuket Provincial Hall:

06-5083857
Krabi Meritime Hotel:

075-62002846
National Forensic Science Divi-

sion Office, Bangkok: 02-
2051744; 02-252 7930

Website information:
The following websites

have been put together to provide

information and/or help relatives
and friends with their search:

SEARCH OR POST INFORMATION RE-
LATING TO MISSING PEOPLE:
www.phuketgazette.net
www.csiphuket.com
www.phuketitcity.com
www.phuket-inter-hospital.co.th
www.vachiraphuket.go.th
www.thaitsunami.com
www.thailandtsunami.com
www.hospi tal .moph.go. th/

phangnga/
www.hospi tal .moph.ho. th/

takuapah/
www.disaster.go.th
www.phukethospital.go.th
www.phuketcity.com
www.missingpersons.or.th
www.ems.narenthorn.or.th (to

check hospitals in Bang-
kok)

www.ems.narenthorn.thaigov.
net

www.peoplematch.rc.tv
www.missing.antalys.net

PHUKET HOSPITALS

Wachira Phuket Hospital: 076-
217293-8; 076-211114;
Website: www.
vachiraphuket.go.th

Bangkok Phuket Hospital: 076-
254425; Website: www.
phukethospital.com

Phuket International Hospital:
076-210935; Website: www.
phuket-inter-hospital.co.th

Mission Hospital: 076-237220;
Website: www.phuketdir.
com/missionhospital

Patong Hospital: 076-340444;
Website: www.phuketdir.
com/patonghospital

Thalang Hospital: 076-311033;
Website: www.
thalanghospital.go.th

Phuket Ruampaet Hospital: 076-
212950

KRABI HOSPITALS:
Krabi Hospital: 075-611226;

075-611210; Website:
www.hospital. moph.go.th/
krabi

Khao Panom Hospital:
075-612388

Klong Tom Hospital:
075-612-353

Plai Praya Hospital: 075-612975
Ao Leuk Hospital: 075-612288

TRANG HOSPITALS:
Trang Hospital: 075-218831
Kanthang Hospital: 075-241256
Palien Hospital: 075-289010
Yanthakhao Hospital:

075-281-448
Trang Ruampaet Hospital:

075-218988; 075-219985-7,
Ratchadomnern Hospital:

075-223500-9; 075-211203
Wattana Paet Hospital:

075-218585; 075-219663;
075 214069-73

RANONG HOSPITALS:
Kraburi Hospital: 077-823031
Kapoe Hospital:

077-812370; 077-897016
Ranong Hospital: 077-811474
Suksamran Hospital:

077-844-143

PHANG NGA HOSPITALS:
Takua Pa Hospital: 076-421770;

076-412032; Website:
www.hospital.moph.go.th/
takuapah/

Phang Nga Hospital:  076-
411616; 076-411618; 076-
412032; Website: www.
hospital. moph.go.th/
phangnga/

RESCUE CENTERS:
Patong Beach: 076-321182
Thalang Toursit Assistance Cen-

ter: 076-311057
Krabi: 075-611312; 075-611302;

075-624161-3; 075-611-
381; 075-611055

Phang Nga: 076-412526; 076-
440446; 076-491376; 076-
411525; 076-411179

Koh Yao: 076-391598
Ranong: 077-823257; 077-

813401-3
Satun: 074-783485; 074-722121-

2; 074-722296; 01-370-
0404; 09-9791077

Trang: 075-210099; 075-214-
382; 075-217513;

Royal Thai Navy: (specific inqui-
ries about tourists stranded
on islands): 076-391590;

076-391598
Royal Thai Navy (search and res-

cue operations): 02-475-
4251

TRAVEL DOCUMENTS FOR DISASTER

VICTIMS: 076-211195; 076-
327230; 076-327194

SPEEDY IMMIGRATION SERVICES:
076-273213; 076-213079

FOREIGN VOLUNTEERS CENTER:
078-970492

The Crisis Center at Phuket Provincial Hall is the place to start your search for a missing person,
but eventually the most effective way may be to return to your home country.
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Peugeot starts playing a  
When Porsche

launched its leg-
endary sports car
in 1963, it decided

to number the car 901. However,
a minor – at the time – French
automaker claimed to have the
monopoly on designations with
a zero in the middle and took
Porsche to court. Peugeot won
and Porsche changed its num-
bering to the more memorable
911.

Peugeot has never looked
back – until now. The French
marque has run out of numbers,
already having a small car with
the 106 designation, and since the
new model was not a replace-
ment, but a completely new de-
sign, it had to be distinct from the
popular little 106 and its (prob-
able) successor, which will be the
107. Clear so far?

So, with impeccable French
logic, Peugeot marketing gurus
came up with 1007, the designa-
tion for its new sliding-door,
compact people carrier. But
Peugeot was to run into trouble
with the holders of the James
Bond rights, who claimed a mo-
nopoly on anything with 007 in
the title.

Peugeot won that little fra-
cas, too. Launched at the Paris
Salon in September 2004, the
1007 had already been tested by
motoring journalists as far back
as June of last year.

It is, says its makers, a
“…single compartment car
equipped with sliding doors, pro-
viding a unique offer to support

the existing classic range’. Flow-
ery stuff, but the 1007 is actually
very good. It offers much more
space than conventional people-
carriers and looks rather smart
too.

Designed by famed Italian
coachbuilder Pininfarina, the
1007’s sliding doors are its ma-
jor feature. The doors can be
opened either electronically or by
the interior or exterior handles.
While they provide ready access
to the front and rear seats, they
cannot be opened at speeds above
5kmh, nor when the fuel filler
flap is open – simple but effec-
tive safety devices.

Another benefit of the slid-
ing doors is that they are little
wider than a door mirror, so they
can be opened in confined
spaces where it sometimes dif-
ficult to get in or out of a con-
ventional vehicle. Also, passing
traffic does not need to contend
with a door suddenly opening in
its path.

Other safety features in the
1007 include seven airbags, one
of which is attached to the steer-
ing column, while there is an
alarm to remind rear seat passen-

gers to fasten their seatbelts.
The rear seats fold in a va-

riety of ways to increase luggage
space, while the front passenger
seatback can be folded flat to pro-
vide a mobile office with space
for a laptop and paper files.

The 1007 is offered with
one of three engines: a 1.4-gaso-
line motor mated to either a 5-
speed manual gearbox or the Sys-
tem Porsche Tiptronic transmis-
sion.

The Tiptronic system is
also available with a 1.6-liter
gasoline engine. A third engine
option is Peugeot’s sophisticated

WHEEL
BEHIND

By Jeff Heselwood

T H E

Jeff Heselwood may be contacted
by email at jhc@netvigator.com

1.4-liter diesel lump producing
70bhp (50kW) and a substantial
amount of torque, peaking at
160Nm at just 2,000 rpm.

Peugeot-Citroën is the
world’s largest producer of pas-
senger car diesel engines, which
consequently tend to be of ad-
vanced design.

No performance figures are
available as yet but expect the
little 1007 to be fairly nippy as
well as blessed with good han-
dling, thanks to its light overall
weight and “wheel-at-each-cor-
ner” design.

A total of 560 million eu-

ros (about 30 billion baht) was
invested in the design and devel-
opment of the 1007, which will
be built at Peugeot’s Poissy plant
in France.

Around 130,000 cars are
expected to be produced each
year, with the launch on the
French market scheduled for
early this year and the rest of Eu-
rope in the second quarter.

Asian drivers, as usual, will
have to wait rather longer to get
their hands on this nifty motor.
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numbers game
Left: Although performance test
results are not yet available, the
1007 is expected to be zippy, and
have good road handling due to the
“wheel on each corner” design.

Right: For safety, the sliding doors
cannot be opened at speeds above
5kmh, nor when the fuel filler flap is
open.

Below: Designed by famed Italian
Pininfarina, the 1007 will be available
in a range of bright colors.
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Split-level serenityThis week’s Home of the
Week is a classy, mod-
ern, split-level, one-
year-old home set on a

sloping 1,600-square-meter plot,
sharing a quiet cul de sac with
only two other homes.

The hillside location is only
a few minutes’ drive from Cha-
long Circle, with its many shops,
cafés, medical services and post
office, and has direct access to
the main roads servicing the large
shopping complexes, hospitals
and the international airport.

The main area on the lower
floor comprises spacious living
and dining areas, with doors
opening onto a long, covered ter-
race with a delightful view of the
garden. The home’s Western-
style kitchen is also on this level,
as is a guest bathroom.

There is a lower ground-
floor area, which has a roofed,
open-air family room and a guest
bedroom with en-suite bathroom.

On the upper level, with its
delightful terrace also looking
out to over the garden toward the
surrounding hillsides, are two
light and airy bedrooms with a
shared bathroom, and a large
master bedroom with en-suite
bathroom featuring a Jacuzzi.

Utilities include air condi-

tioners, UBC cable TV, well wa-
ter with a 75-cubic-meter stor-
age tank, hot water, septic sys-
tem and three-phase electricity.
The property is accessed via a
paved road.

The land title is Nor Sor 3
Gor and the property is for sale
at 12 million baht.

For more information contact
Siam Real Estate at Tel: 076-280-
805, Email: info@ siamrealestate.
com or visit the website at: www.
siamrealestate.com.

Home of the Week Chalong
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Construction Update by Anongnat Sartpisut

The sunny side to
Phuket ‘warmth’

Artist's impression of one of the Kalinda-design homes to be built
at Sun Palm Village, off Chao Fa East Rd.

Just five minutes’ walk from
Chalong Bay, Sun Palm
Village will be a 180 mil-
lion-baht, 27-rai develop-

ment of family homes.
Construction, on Soi Baan

Kok Tanod, off Chao Fa East Rd,
is due to start in March, and is
expected to be completed in early
2006.

The 81-home development
will feature two design styles.

There will be 52 “Donoma”
homes, single-story properties
with around 157 square meters of
living space, including three bed-
rooms, two bathrooms and a liv-
ing room, and two car parking
spaces. Prices start at 3.3 million
baht.

“Kalinda” homes, of which
there will be 29, will be two-story
and offer around 198sqm of liv-
ing space, with three bedrooms,
three bathrooms, a living area and
two car parking spaces. Prices
start at 4.7 million baht.

Residents will be able to
take advantage of a gardening
service and 24-hour security, as
well as a clubhouse and swim-
ming pool.

Developer Sumran Tong-
dee said, “When you think of
Phuket, you think of golf courses
and palm trees.

“We’ve designed these to
be budget family homes, in a set-
ting of palm, coconut, frangipani
and pagoda trees, to enable resi-
dents to feel the warmth of
Phuket.”

The houses are offered un-

decorated and unfurnished, but
the developers will decorate and
furnish them for an additional
800,000 baht for a single-story
property and 1 million to 1.3 mil-
lion baht for a two-story home,
although these prices are subject
to confirmation.

The exclusive agent for the
project is PhuketOne Real Estate.
Managing Director  Larry Cun-
ningham said, “The idea is to cre-
ate a beachfront housing estate
for families on a budget, with

houses within walking distance
of the beach.”

He added that he expects
the estate’s occupants to be
around 65% foreigners, espe-
cially Europeans, and 35% Thais.

More information is available
from PhuketOne Real Estate at 6/
34 Nakatani Village, Kamala,
Kathu, Phuket 83150, Tel: 076-
345707, Fax: 076-345709 or
email: info@phuketonerealestate.
com
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 Gardening with Bloomin’ Bert

GOD OF FIRE

Want to know more about a plant
in your garden? Email Bloomin’
Bert at: bloominbert@hotmail.
com

In Thailand, different belief
systems and their deities are
so readily accepted that they
are almost taken for granted.
And this probably goes

some way towards explaining
why a plant that’s named after a
deity is also taken so much for
granted. Even though it’s one of
the more common plants in
Phuket, it is perhaps largely ig-
nored.

It is the ixora, or khem in
Thai. In English it has several
epithets: flame of the woods,
jungle flame, jungle geranium. It
is primarily named, though, af-

ter the Hindu god reputed to have
appeared as a pillar of fire  –
somewhat apt, given the plant’s
intense appearance.

Tiny, four-petaled flowers,
usually bright red, gather at the
tips of its branches. Around 60
of these form clusters about the
size of half a tennis ball. There
are about 150 species of ixora,
which are related to the gardenia
and coffee plants. The most com-
mon is ixora coccinea.

Unlike much of the plant
life here, the ixora is actually na-
tive to this part of the world. It
never stops looking incredibly

healthy or blooming; it’s a plant
that doesn’t have off-days. Its ev-
ergreen foliage and abundance of
bright red to orange blooms make
it perfect for hedges and high
borders. It’s all over Phuket.

It grows just about any-
where, from sand to peat, and can
be trimmed into virtually any
shape without disturbing its
growth or slowing it down.

As a result of cross-breed-
ing, importing and hybridizing,
over the past few years, many
new ixora hybrids have appeared
on the market. Now it’s available
in white, pink, yellow, orange,

salmon, and rose, as well as the
original red.

While ixora coccinea does
best in full sun, most of the newer
varieties seem to prefer partial
shade.

The best way to propagate
ixora is by “air-layering” – en-
couraging roots to grow from the
middle of a plant’s stem. You do
this by removing a very narrow
strip of bark from around the
branch or stem, about 8 to 12
inches from the tip of the shoot.

Next, tie a bundle of moist

moss or rich co-
conut husk com-
post around the
stripped area.
This should al-
ways be moist
(usually done by
wrapping it in
po lye thy lene
film) and the
roots of the plant
kept fairly dry.
New roots will
soon sprout en-
thusiastically
from the strip-
ped area into the
damp moss.

Then you cut off the new
plant below the moss, pot it it or
plant it elsewhere, and leave it to
its own devices. You now have a
new plant for almost zero outlay,
and you’ve made full use of a
section of the old plant that you
would probably have pruned off
anyway. Serious gardening on the
cheap.

Ixora can now be found in a variety of colors,
including white.
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Properties
For Sale

LIGHTHOUSE
FOR SALE

The famous Lighthouse
Restaurant – with five wa-
terfront luxury rooms and
three offices – in Ao
Chalong is seriously for
sale. Potential to develop
residential units on unused
property. Please email:
maipenrai@hushmail.com

7 ONLY
Townhouses, due for comple-
tion in July 2005. Deluxe liv-
ing with lovely views. Only
7.5 million baht each. Tel:
076-345081, 01-9241447.
Email: mail@villa.co.th

4+2 BEDROOM
HOUSE IN KAMALA

Top-quality 4+2 bedroom
house for sale in Kamala,
near Phuket Fantasea and
only 10 mins walk to the
beach. 4 master bedrooms
on 1st floor with en-suite
bathroom. 2 bedrooms on
ground floor - one can also
be used as an office (2
phone lines), the other as a
maid’s room with attached
bathroom. Large living/din-
ing room with open Euro-
pean kitchen, as well as a
Thai kitchen. Fully furnished
– all rooms have aircon and
ceiling fan. Priced at 18 mil-
lion baht. For more details
please contact Franz Brun in
Kamala. Tel: 076-279075,
01-4761415. Email: fbrun
@loxinfo.co.th

LAND FOR SALE
4 rai, 1 ngan, 44.3 sq wah.
Ripe for development. Cha-
note title. Superb piece of land
which rises gently from front
to rear. Some sea views, plus
formed entrance driveway
off the road. 100 meters from
the sea. Adjacent to Penin-
sula Mansion. Excellent loca-
tion: East coast, Cape Yamoo,
Tambon Pa Khlok, Amphur
Thalang. Take Highway
4027 east from Heroines’
(4km), turn right onto 4003 to
Yamoo. Viewing by appoint-
ment only. All inquiries to John
Young. Tel: 01-8927948.
Email: jy@peninsulamansion.
com

RAWAI CONDO
for sale. 250,000 baht total
price, payable in instalments.
150,000 baht initial payment,
the remaining 100,000 baht
transferred at the Land Office
after 1 year. Freehold title.
Please contact for more infor-
mation. Tel: 09-4740227.
Email: chotip_5@ hotmail.com

8 VILLAS 4 SALE

Newly completed, small de-
velopment on approx 2 rai
of land. Close to Chalong,
the development is com-
prised of 8 stylish villas
with fully furnished rooms
set in beautifully land-
scaped gardens. Includes a
swimming pool and private
parking. Price for the whole
development is 25 million
baht. Tel: 09-9222800.
Email: meen443_40@
hotmail.com

PENINSULA MANSION
for sale. Situated on 2 rai, 3
ngan, 53.5 sq wah of land-
scaped gardens, with swim-
ming pool and sala. Chanote
Title. 5 bedrooms, with en-
suite bathrooms. Living area
approx 750 sq m. Staff quar-
ters with en-suite bathroom.
Laundry, office, separate
shower/toilet. Fully furnished
(optional). A beautiful one-of-
a-kind home. Excellent loca-
tion: The Mansion sits 50 m
from the sea, with great
views, on the East Coast Ya
Moo Peninsula, Tambon Pa
Khlok, Amphur Thalang. A
15-to-20 minute drive to all
major places on Phuket, eg:
Airport, golf courses, Phuket
City, Dulwich International
College, main hospitals, Royal
Phuket Marina, Boat Lagoon,
Tesco Lotus, Big C, Central,
Index and Makro. Viewing by
appointment only. All inquir-
ies to John Young. Tel: 01-
8927948. Email: jy@
peninsulamansion.com

LAND FOR SALE
in Phuket Country Club. Please
call for more details. Tel: 09-
8718333, 01-6913351.

LAND FOR SALE
Directly on the Banyan Tree
Golf Course at Laguna Phuket.
1,050sqm/262.45 sq wah.
Price: 7.872 million baht. Pls
call or email for further infor-
mation. Tel: 076-239864.
Email: hktmkt@ksc.th.com

MISSION HILLS
Build your dream home on 1-
rai serviced lots next to
Phuket’s newest golf course.
Exclusive gated community.
Please call or email for more
infomation. Tel: 09-972-
5226. Email: bgbphuket@
yahoo.com

SEAVIEW
LUXURY VILLA

for sale by owner/builder.
New, luxury 3-bedroom, 5-
bathroom, Thai-style de-
tached home in Khao Khat
with spectacular views over
Chalong Bay and the southern
islands. 1.5 rai (2,400sqm) of
land. Property includes a
swimming pool, landscaped
garden and maid’s quarters.
Modern, maintenance-free
construction, Thai Style, 3
separate buildings. Pls con-
tact for more details. Tel: 07-
2659977. Email: jimmys@
loxinfo.co.th

SURIN BEACH

New Thai-style villa for sale
at Suriyana Villas, 5-min
walk from Surin Beach and
Bang Tao Beach. 240sqm
with a dining sala, car park
sala, beautiful view over
tropical swimming pool, 32
meters of exotic gardens.
Architectural design with all
interior and exterior finished
to the highest Western stan-
dards. Form and function in
perfect harmony. Price:
16.5 million baht. Please
contact for more informa-
tion. Tel: 09-8753289. (day-
time). Email: regents@
phuket.ksc.co.th

SEAVIEW CHANOTE
land, with well water and
road, located in Ao Makham,
1,220sqm, 60m to the sea
and a small harbor. Property
is surrounded by a solid wall
and is ready to build on. Must
see to appreciate. Price: 5.7
million baht. Pls call Tel: 07-
2728216.

LARGE DETACHED
BUNGALOW

Located in Chalong. Thai-
style roof, 300sqm floor
space, 42sqm covered ter-
race, 1 rai of land, wall-
fenced and large, secluded
garden in peaceful area.
Please contact for informa-
tion. Tel: 01-8912166.
Email: gerhard-berger@
gmx.at

ABSOLUTE
BEACH FRONT

2.2 rai of absolute beach-
front land at Khok Kloy,
Phang Nga – with Chanote
title – for sale. 18 million
baht. Pls call for details. No
agents please. Tel: 01-
4778988, 07-8891717.

LAND IN PHUKET
Land available in all areas of
Phuket. Ideal for investments.
Contact for details. Email:
landinphuket@yahoo.com

PATONG BEACH
3-story townhouse, newly
renovated to a high standard.
North end of the beach – pan-
oramic views over the city
and beach/bay. 3 bedrooms, 3
bathrooms, home office,
marble floors, modern kitchen,
about 250 sq meters. 6.9 mil-
lion baht (fixed). Tel: 076-
290225, 07-8869410. Email:
john_w_cole@hotmail.com
For further details, please see
our website at: www.
patongbeachrealestate.com/
townhouse

NEW SINGLE HOUSE
for sale by owner. 2 stories,
3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms,
fully furnished with a moun-
tain view. 560sqm, 6.9 mil-
lion baht. Tel: 07-2799500.

Do Not Drink
Tap Water!Looking for a property?

www.phuketgazette.net

FULL VIEW OF
OCEAN, KALIM

Panoramic view of Patong
Bay and the sunset. One rai
in Kalim, power and water
available. 3-min walk to the
beach. Price: 10 million
baht. Pls contact Phuket
LandSearch for more info.
Tel: 076-290509, 076-
340348. Email: sales@
phuketland.com

HOUSE IN THALANG
FOR SALE

10 minutes from the airport
and 10 minutes from Dul-
wich International College.
8x4 swimming pool, 5
aircons, 2 bedrooms, 1
child’s room, 2 bathrooms &
1 separate building useful as
a store house or maid’s
room. 504sqm, Chanote
title. 5.5 million baht, includ-
ing furniture. Pls call for
more info. Tel: 01-6078000.
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Properties
For Rent

PATONG COMMERCIAL
New, 3-story shop and resi-
dence available for about
US$25 a day. Suit rest, of-
fice, bar, etc. Excellent loca-
tion & cheap. Call Peter at
Tel: 07-0170135.

PATONG SHOPHOUSE
6 bedrooms with en-suite
bathrooms. Great location,
brand new. For rent or sale.
Inexpensive opportunity to
start new business. Tel: 07-
0170135.

RAWAI: LUXURIOUS
house with pool and 3 bed-
rooms, available Feb, 2005.
Please call for more details.
Tel: 01-6067410.

LONG-TERM LEASE
New, fully furnished house in
Palai Green with 2 aircon
bedrooms, hot shower,
kitchen, living room, garage
and beautiful garden. Located
in a quiet area near Chalong
Bay. Please call for more info.
Tel: 01-8924311.

RESTAURANT/
guesthouse/bar for lease in a
popular location in Karon. Fur-
nished restaurant, with fully-
equipped European kitchen,
ready to be moved into today.
5 letting rooms, all fully fur-
nished, including full satellite TV
system in each room and a
separate staff room. 7-year
lease including Thai-registered
limited company. Tel: 01-
8936072, 09-2881732.
Email: beefeater_karon@
hotmail.com

BUNGALOW
FOR RENT

New 3-bedroom bungalow
with 2 bathrooms, set on
125 sq wah of land in
Kathu. Rooms have aircon,
are fully furnished, and have
Western-style kitchens.
Asking price 35,000 baht a
month. Tel: 09-9222800.
Email: simonchinner@
yahoo.com

FOR RENT
Bungalows & restaurant. Tel:
01-8946686. Website:
www.phuketnatureplace.com

PATONG RESIDENCE
1- or 2-bedroom apartments
with kitchen and pool, and only
350m from the beach, for rent
at 9,000 baht/month. Pls con-
tact for more info. Tel: 09-
4740227. Email: chotip_5@
hotmail.com

RAWAI RESIDENCE
Apartment/Studio with aircon
and fan, fully furnished and
300m from the beach for rent
at 7,000 baht/month or 350
baht/day. Pls contact for more
info. Tel: 09-4743418, 07-
2738944. Email: chotip_5@
hotmail.com

YOU ARE INVITED

Uncle Chai Phuket Private
Home, a special style for the
discriminating renter. Long
lease preferable, 17,000 -
25,000 baht per month.
Choa Fa West Rd. Tel: 01-
4926883. Website: www.
unclechaihome.com

TOWNHOUSE
in Anuphas. On the main road
in the heart of the city and near
Central, Tesco-Lotus and Big
C, a 3-bed, 2-bathroom house
with kitchen, aircon, furniture
and water heater is for sale at
2.2 million baht. Pls contact for
details. Tel: 09-4691813.
Email: annanoi@hotmail.com

APARTMENT
for rent. 50sqm. Good posi-
tion & location on Nanai Rd.
Only available as a year-long
rental. Pls call for info. Tel:
07-8904518.

KAMALA ROOMS
Rooms in Kamala available for
rent. Aircon, cable TV,
shower, balcony & Jacuzzi/
sauna. 5 mins to the beach.
600-800 baht/night, inclusive.
Pls call Tom for more info. Tel:
07-1904584.

2-STORY HOUSE
2-story house in popular
Phuket Villa 5, off the bypass
road, a few minutes south
from Central and Big C. Very
clean and very new, decora-
tion completed December
2004. 5 bedrooms, 3 baths.
Modern kitchen includes
washer, dryer and dish-
washer. Very bright open-
floor plan. Close to schools.
Walk to clubhouse, swimming
pool and badminton. 8.6 mil-
lion baht.Tel: 076-248461.
Email: wpdrake@hotmail.
com

PATONG PRIVATE
POOL VILLA

Viewing is essential. Great
value for money. Price 5.5
to 6.5 million baht. Hurry...
only 5 units left! For more
information please call Tel:
01-5976195, Fax: 076-
345251 or Email:
rachneeuomo@hotmail.
com or please see our
website at: www.phuket-
info.com/house

PATONG
townhouse. 16m x 6m, 2
story, 2 lge br, 3 bath, carpark.
3.35 million baht. Tel: 076-
296206. 07-2733740. Email:
bax_ winsor@hotmail.com

Classified ads are charged per line. Each line is 60 baht,

with a minimum of 4 lines (heading included) per ad.

All advertising must be paid for in advance.

Deadline for Property Mart page: Friday 3 pm.

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_| (heading)

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|
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Classified Advertisements

Please use this form to write your classified advertisement.

PATONG
condominium. Condo is fully
refurbished to a high standard
and has seaviews. 2.4 million
baht. Tel: 07-8893838. Email:
asiasiamproperties@yahoo.
co.uk

ONE-STORY HOUSE
in Anupas Golf Ville. 4 bed-
rooms, 5 aircons, kitchen
with dining room & built-in
furniture in every room. Price:
5.7 million baht. Please call
for more information. Tel:
07-2836716.

Get your Phuket Gazette from
these outlets in the capital:

Don Muang Airport
Tel. 02-5731120

Se-Ed, Mahboonkrong Building, zone B, Phayathai Rd,
Pathumwan
Tel. 02-6117165

Se-Ed, Silom Complex, 4thfloor, Silom Rd, Bangrak
Tel. 02-2313244

Se-Ed, Silom Center, Rama 1 Rd, Pathumwan
Tel. 02-6581153

Se-Ed, Panthip Plaza, M-floor, Petchaburi Rd, Rajathewee
Tel. 02-6566070

Se-Ed, Fortune Town Building, Ratchadapisek Rd, Huaykwang
Tel. 02-2485668

Se-Ed, Central Rama 3, Satupradit Rd, Yannawa
Tel. 02-6736342

Q Mart, Grand Hotel, Sukhumvit Rd, Soi 11, Klongtoey
Tel. 02-6511200 ext. 3452

C Mart, Centre Point, Petchaburi Rd, Soi 15, Rajathewee
Tel. 02-6536690-8 ext. 4030

Duangkamol, Sukhumvit Rd, Klongtoey
Tel. 02-2526261

Bangkok

Property
Wanted

HOUSE + GARDEN
or similar project under con-
struction southwest of Phuket
City, wanted to buy, 4 million
baht ono. Tel: 09-8755477.

PATONG
apartment with nice view,
wanted to buy. No agents. Pls
call Tel: 07-8866283.

LAND IN PATONG
with beautiful sea views.
Must be seen. Price: 4.25 mil-
lion baht. Tel: 07-8893838.
Email: asiasiamproperties@
yahoo.co.uk
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Accommodation

Available

Household
Services

Household
Services
Needed

SAFEWAY SITE

OFFICE RENTAL

Rent or buy, insulated &
aircon. Pls call for more
info. Tel: 01-8924804, 01-
1251873. or visit
www.safewayphuket.com

The Stone Doctor

Specialist European stone care
products and services.
All your maintenance, protection
and cleaning needs for natural and
manufactured stone.

Scratches, stains, dull patches,
slippery shower floors, mildew,
oxidizing, builders’ residue, use of
inappropriate cleaning products,
algae removal and prevention, etc.

Tel: 07-2824930, 076-271217
Fax: 076-271218
Email: info@stonedoctor.co.th

• Marble • Slate
• Ceramics • Granite
• Terracotta • Sandstone
• Pebblewash, etc.

P-CON

Phuket Construction
and Home Services Co Ltd

Roofing, floor, walls, tiles,
cleaning, painting,
plumbing, aircon,

electrical systems, repairs
and other work done by our

professional team.

Call: 06-5933464
Fax: 076-263204

Email:
p_con@thaimail.com

SPAS R US

Steam room/sauna and ac-
cessories, and portable hot
tubs from USA. Quality
equipment, designed and in-
stalled for your needs. Busi-
ness and residential. Califor-
nia Spa Design. Please call
Tel: 076-263269, 09-
1950610.

Building
Services

PHUKET STORAGE

Various-sized rooms in
Rawai. We customize your
shelving needs; covered
parking for cars & boats.
100 baht/m3. Tel: 09-
9088675.

HOLIDAY

apartments & villas. Phuket’s
largest villa and apartment
rental agency, with villas and
apartments to suit your
needs. Furnished, beachfront,
pools, fully serviced, secure,
24-hour emergency assis-
tance. Many options available.
Week/month discounts also
available. Tel: 076-270750,
01-7370722. Fax: 076-
270751.  Email: bookings@
pipsphuket.com For further
details, see our website at:
http://phuketvillarentals.com

KAMALA HOLIDAY

Villa rental. The Coolwater
Villas. 3 or 4 bedrooms, fully
furnished, modern design,
ocean/mountain views, pri-
vate pools, serviced, 24-hour
security and emergency as-
sistance. Expat managed. Tel:
076-270750, Fax: 076-
270751. Email: bookings@
pipsphuket.com For more in-
formation, please see our
website at: http:\\
phuketvillarentals.com/tcw/
tcw_02/index.html

BOUTIQUE HOTEL

KARON HILLS

Deluxe rooms with twin or
king size bed and ocean
view. Located on mountain
above Karon/Kata. Daily
breakfast, beautiful swim-
ming pool. Secluded, pri-
vate. Tel: 076-333222.
Fax: 076-333234. Email:
roy_blom2003@yahoo.
com For further details,
see our website at: www.
beachesthairesort.com

KAMALA HOUSE

wanted. I want to rent a 2-bed-
room furnished house, aircon,
satellite TV and full cooking fa-
cilities in Kamala area for 2
months, Feb-March 2005.
Please get in touch with me.
Tel: 902-163615444. Email:
akiciman@tnn.net

HOUSE WANTED

Looking for house with private
tennis court or with enough
land to build a court. Email:
miss_catwalks@hotmail.com

NICE HOUSE WITH

garden. Please send me details
of any unfurnished houses
available for long-term rental
only. I am a long term Phuket
resident with references. No
agents please – only owners.
Email: marks@phuket.ksc.co.
th

NICE LOOKING

furnished place. I’ll be in
Phuket January 8-15 and I am
looking for a safe place for
6,000-12,000 baht a month:
Small kitchen w/oven for cook-
ing. Nicely furnished, TV,
aircon, kingsize bed, direct
phone line for dial-up Internet,
and possibility for DSL link.
Safe box or security a plus.
Tel: 01-6660478. Email:
cold_ko@hotmail.com

2 BEDROOMS

wanted. Looking for a 2-bed-
room apartment or house
near Patong. Must have an
ADSL link. Wish to pay
around 10,000 baht per
month. Will sign up for 6
months, but I live in Phuket
permanently so if after 6
months I like the accommo-
dation I can sign up for a
much longer time. Please e-
mail with details. Email:
thaiorientalinn@hotmail.com

SEACHING FOR

a house. Looking for a 2-bed-
room house to rent in Phuket
(Patong area), not far from
town or beach, with private
swimming pool. Must be in an
area with possibility of ADSL
connection. One-year rental
contract. Email: 8547eriksson
@telia.com

3-BEDROOM HOUSE

wanted. Looking for a 3-bed-
room house in a quiet and
Karaoke-free area. Must be
in a location with possibility
of ADSL connection and
must have a covered parking
space. Long term, no furni-
ture needed. Max rent:
15,000 baht/month. Email:
seismic_dude@hotmail.com

LOCKUP STORAGE

New 500-sqm steel shed with
motion sensor, floodlights &
24hr security. Ventilated indi-
vidual units. Buy your own lock,
you keep the key! Pls call Tel:
01-0825707 for more info.

ONE-STOP SERVICE

Handyman and home improve-
ment contractor available for
repairs and more – floor/wall til-
ing, painting, ceiling, lighting
system, kitchen, bathroom,
wood and furniture. Pls call or
email for more info. Tel: 09-
5913996, 01-8953185. Email:
hservice@phuket. ksc.co.th

MAID W/ HIGH

responsibility. Foreign couple
is looking for a long-term
maid with high responsibili-
ties. Basic spoken and writ-
ten English, plus nice, sincere
personality required. The
person should also be able to
help with miscellaneous local
issues. Working location for
the first 9 months will be at
Patong Beach; after that, in
Kathu in nice environment.
Good salary based on abilities
and working experience.
Please call or email for inter-
view. Tel: 06-7428968.
Email: fima168@yahoo.com

2-BEDR HOUSE-KATA

Nice house, fully equipped,
long- or short-term, 15,000-
25,000 baht/month, available
approximately January 5. Tel:
07-2751423. Email: svein@
byggeguiden.no

ROOMS FROM B300

Your own hot shower, fan only
or aircon, all rooms ground
level, pool table, UBC TV. Call
4 pics & info. Tel: 076-
342280, 01-9781956. Fax:
076-290383.  Email: palm@
phuket.ksc.co.th

2 SHOPHOUSES

in Kathu. 2 connecting, 3-
story shophouses in Kathu at
Anuphas Golf Ville, on the
road to Patong. Very good lo-
cation. Tel: 01-7872201.
Email: phuket8@hotmail.
com

2- & 3-BEDROOM

houses. 3-bedroom house at
Khao Khat with panoramic
view over Chalong bay. satel-
lite TV & ADSL Internet. 10
mins from Phuket City & Cha-
long. 2-bedroom house at
Karon. Both in safe, quiet loca-
tions, unaffected by high tides.
Tel: 076-244652, 09-729-
9747. Fax: 01-6764849.
Email: info@etwood.com

BUNGALOW & VILLAS

for rent. Bungalow & villas
available for rent at quiet
area near Nai Harn and
Rawai Beaches; swimming
pool, sauna and massage,
restaurant. Tel: 01-968-
0309. Email: waeowta@
myrealbox.com For further
details, see our website at:
www.deliver-it. nl/houses or
www.houseinphuket.com

Find more  Property Classified ads online at

phuketgazette.net!

HOUSE FOR RENT

for long term. Swiss business-
man is searching in Phuket-
Patong area for free-standing
single family house in good
condition. Must be completely
furnished and have 2 or 3 bed-
rooms and spacious living
room. Prefer nice garden with
swimming pool. Minimum
rental period: 2-3 years. Ex-
pected monthly rent: 15-
25,000 baht. I will be in Phuket
early February and would like
to close a contract while there.
Please send details, including
photos and map, by email.
Email: info@erfacgmbh.ch

WANT TO RENT

a house. Looking for a house
to rent in Phuket, not far from
town or the beach, with pri-
vate swimming pool. One-year
rental contract. Email:
nattchaporn@yahoo.fr

NANNY NEEDED

During the winter holidays
(Dec 25 to Jan 9, 2005). Ur-
gently needed to look after
3-year-old girl. English and/or
Japanese speaking pls! Ener-
getic lady w/own transporta-
tion who can play with my
daughter from 8am-3pm. Pls
call NOW! We offer good
pay! Tel: 072-677924, 07-
677924. Email: macoseru@
hotmail.com

CLEANER NEEDED

Part-time hours by arrange-
ment, 3-4 hours daily. Patong
area. Please contact for more
information or to arrange an
interview. Tel: 076-342737,
09-9723861. Email: ba@
kiwibrian.com

Accommodation
Wanted

Do Not Drink Tap Water!

Do Not Drink
Tap Water!

FURNISHED APT

Patong. Furnished, w/laundry,
UBC & electric paid. Nanai Rd,
quiet and close to everything.
14,000/month baht plus de-
posit. Tel: 01-0875828. Email:
jcicero51@hotmail.com
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25% Discount on Classifieds for Shopper Card Holders

IF YOU...
Place your ad in these pages;
Present your Shopper Card; and
Pay for the ad at our offices,

you’ll enjoy a 25% discount* AND have your ad appear free of
charge in the Phuket Gazette Online.

With more than 10,000 visitors a day, the Island Trader Online is
Thailand’s most active classified marketplace.

*Ads may be submitted in person or online (phuketgazette.net/classifieds), but
must be paid for at the Gazette offices. The discount is not available when

payment is made at our agents.

The Phuket Gazette Co Ltd
367/2 Yaowarat Road, Phuket City
Tel: 076-236555 Fax: 076-213971

NEEDED URGENTLY

Maid & cook. For more infor-
mation please telephone us
at either Tel: 076-273427 or
01-8295388.

STAFF REQUIRED

We are seeking persons
(preferably Filipino) to make
phone calls to America and
look up phone numbers on
the Internet from 8am to
4pm. 4,000 baht per week.
Must have very good En-
glish! Please contact for
more info. Tel: 076-248827,
04-7444807. Fax: 076-248-
826. Email: toddteal@email.
com

FIVE-STAR

OPPORTUNITIES

Due to increasing de-
mand and expanding op-
portunities, our young,
dynamic company seeks
to recruit ambitious, mo-
tivated young people
with a willingness to im-
prove themselves, for the
following positions:

1. Event catering
manager

2. Restaurant assistant
manager

3. Sous chef

4. Cooks

5. Yacht & event
hostess

6. Service supervisor

7. Hostess

8. Waitress

9. Bakery-café service
staff

Excellent working condi-
tions, benefits & opportu-
nities for the successful
candidates. Tel: 076-
239078. Fax: 076-
273390. Email: admin
@ocean-catering.com
For further details, please
see our website at: www.
watermarkphuket.com

INTERIOR DESIGNER

WANTED

Qualified Thai interior archi-
tect with minimum 4
years’ experience. 3-D
Autocad and construction
management ability re-
quired. Email: kathyadam
@eggspace.com

HOTEL IN PATONG

The Hilltop Hotel, at No 24
on 50 Pi Rd in Patong, is
looking for staff to work in
all positions in the kitchen,
restaurant and bar. For
more information or to ap-
ply, call 076-296787 be-
tween 8 am and midnight.

Problems with an extra-marital affair?
Questions about Thai culture?
Having communications problems?
Need somebody to Love?

ASK KHUN WANIDA! MOMMA DUCK

Fax 076-213971 or email momma@phuketgazette.net

Read her advice in the Phuket Gazette.
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Employment
Wanted

Articles
for Sale

RESORT GM SEEKING

position. 14 years in Thailand,
mid-40s, European nationality.
Hotel Management graduate.
Have worked for several local
chains as well as stand-alone
properties. Pre-opening expe-
rience. Now seeking new job.
No “troublesome” properties,
please. Email: resortgm@
gmail.com

ADVERTISING LIGHT

boxes. 120cm wide, 150cm
high: 1,500 baht; 150cm
wide, 70cm high: 1,000 baht;
and one standing on wheels -
120cm wide, 180cm high:
1,500 baht. Tel: 06-2688061.
Email: schendl@loxinfo.co.th

SUMMER CAMP

I have a certificate that en-
titles its holder to one week at
Dulwich Sports & Adventure
Camp. The camp runs from
March 27 to April 16 OR July
3 to July 30, 2005. It can be
used for a child aged 8 to 15
and has a value of 19,000
baht. I will sell for 15,000 baht
ono. Check out the Dulwich
website for camp details.
Tel:076-238740. Email:
danpletzer@hotmail.com

SURFBOARD

6’ 10” surfboard, bag & leash.
Good condition. 5,000 baht.
Tel: 076-282331, 06-061-
1455. Email: freedive@
caramail.com

HALF-PRICE CAMERA

Canon Prima zoom85 cam-
era for sale at half price:
4,500 baht. Autofocus,
zoom lens 38-85mm. Spare
lithium battery included. In-
struction booklet. Tel: 076-
225215. Fax: 076-234832.
Email: eric@insurance-in-
thailand.com

TV FOR SALE

14-inch television, as new,
used little, only few months
old. Perfect condition, a bar-
gain at 2,600 baht. Email:
th246810@hotmail.com

Articles
Wanted

POOL TABLE

wanted. Pool table wanted,
good condition, pref 8’x4’ with
balls and cues. Tel: 06-146-
5341. Email: sigsworth@
btinternet.com

GAS-FIRED FRIDGE

I am looking for a gas-fired
refrigerator. If you have one
for sale or know where I can
buy one, please call me at Tel:
07-8849964.

DIGITAL CONCORD

3.1 Megapixel camera. Brand
new, with 3x optical, 4x digital
zoom. 16MB internal and
256MB external memory.
Battery charger with trans-
former. Cost 9,000 baht; will
sell for 7,000 baht. Please call
in the afternoon. Tel: 076-
342875, 01-0862772. Email:
thewizardofrockandroll@
gmail.com

NOKIA 6600

for 7,000 baht. Large color
screen, with Internet, camera,
and video. A great phone, per-
fect for your daughter, girl-
friend or YOU! Less than 8
months old. 18,000 baht
new; selling for 7,000. Tel:
09-7299619. Email: bilyams
@yahoo.com

PIANO FOR SALE

Wooden upright piano, good
condition, burgundy color,
made by Schafer & Sons.
Please call Paulin for more in-
formation. Tel: 01-8923709.

ROYAL-CLASS

rattan furniture, opposite
Phuket Shooting Range in
Chalong. Now 10% discount.
Tel: 076-280415, 09-725-
5194.

ARTICLES FOR SALE

PlayStation 2 with two con-
trols and approx 30 games.
Tel: 04-0397600.

HOUSE CLEARANCE

3 double beds, 1 very modern,
dark wood; 1 large, bamboo.
Brand new bamboo furniture,
Sony TV, DVD etc. Call Tel: 07-
0659016 for more info.

FISHING EQUIPMENT

wanted. Penn 30 or 50 with
matching rods. May consider
other trolling equipment.
Please call Khun Dao at Tel:
01-8945012.

27-FOOT BOAT

FOR SALE

British-built, 27ft aluminum
commercial or recreational
boat, with Perkins 80hp ma-
rine engine. 1.5 million baht.
Contact for more informa-
tion. Tel: 07-265-9977.
Email: jimmys@ loxinfo.co.th

BOAT FOR SALE

29-foot fiberglass motor
yacht with Thai registration.
2 x 280hp Mercruiser en-
gines. Price: 3.5 million baht
ono. Pls contact for more
info. Tel: 076-239864.
Email: hktmkt@ksc.th.com

DIVING

compressor. Bauer Junior 2,
single-phase diving compres-
sor. Nearly new condition,
100L/min fill rate, p21 filter
system, whip and pressure
gauge. Trade price: 178,000
baht. Will sell for 120,000
baht. Tel: 07-2697105. Email:
pauladventure@hotmail.com

WINDSURF BOARD

for sale. Complete with 5.0 sail
and rig. Very good condition.
Starboard brand. Model Start-
Go 2004. Can be viewed in
Chalong. Tel: 01-8235410.
Email: couture@loxinfo.co.th

27FT BAYLINER

for sale. Sunbridge Bayliner
2755, full-deck cabin cruiser.
New Mercruiser V8 (250 HP).
Very well-maintained. Can
take up to 12 people, sleeps 5.
Perfect to discover the region.
Can be seen at Yacht Haven.
Price: 1.5 million baht. Tel: 01-
9799307. Email: michelburon
@hotmail.com

RIVIERA OR SIMILAR

wanted. 35-42 ft production
flybridge launch. Cash buyer.
Please email specifications,
condition and price. All replies
will be answered. Tel: 64-
9489872, 64-2199326. Fax:
64-981884. Email: hatchback
@clear.net.nz

SAILBOAT FOUND

I’ve found a small sailboat. If
you can prove ownership
(photos, or show missing
equipment), I will return with
a prayer of gratitude that
you are alive and well. Tel:
07-8934960. Email: leifthor
@myfastmail.com

JUNK BOAT

24-meter junk boat for lease
or sale. 4 air-conditioned VIP
cabins just rebuilt. Thai regis-
tration. For more details, con-
tact me at Tel: 01-4886480.
Email: issara@voila.fr

SAILBOAT

25ft (7.7m) sailboat. Thai reg-
istered, fully insured, can be
used as charter boat. Lots of
sails and extras. Must sell!
Owner leaving the island soon.
Any offers over 650,000
baht considered. Pls contact
for more info. Tel: 076-383-
080, 06-9401860. Fax: 076-
381934. Email: bigasail@
samart.co.th

BOAT WANTED

Looking for a boat like Adriatic
790 S – about 8m long, 3m
wide, 4 beds, 1 toilet, and diesel
engine. Tel: 076-333242, 09-
6517818. Fax: 076-333243.
Email: horstkaron@yahoo.com

DIVING BOAT

Daily, 20x5m. Up to 35 pax.
Thai registration. Lying at
DeeLock shipyard in Phuket
City. Have details and pic-
tures. Tel: 01-8927847.
Email: colonapt@loxinfo.co. thBoats &

Marine
Bulletin

OPPORTUNITY FOR

SECRETARY

Opportunity for the right
person. Secretary to assist
in hotel and tour bookings all
around Thailand from office
at Kata Center. Also daily
office duty, such as ac-
counting, etc.  GOOD En-
glish and GOOD references
required. Full-year employ-
ment and good salary for
the right person, who must
be female, from Phuket,
with an organized life. Call
Mr Ken for more informa-
tion. Tel: 09-8711961.

SOLID-FRAMED

TEAK SUITE

3-seater settee and 2
chairs, was 55,000 baht,
now only 30.000. Very
good condition. Tel: 076-
282848, 07-8958911.
Email: regnsanspain
@hotmail.com

Don’t miss....
Issues & Answers

www.phuketgazette.net/
issuesanswers/index.asp

JOB WANTED

Thai man with Swedish-, En-
glish- and Thai-language skills,
and international experience,
can help your business grow.
Please call or email me with
details. Tel: 01-3081026.
Email: jayphuket@hotmail.
com

SEEKING

EMPLOYMENT

with deepest sympathy,
hope and comfort. College
grad background in chemis-
try, biology, HAZMAT
emergency response and di-
saster preparedness. Direct
sales experience. Single, fit,
competent, intelligent, hard-
working professional. Na-
tive English speaker, begin-
ner-level fluency in Thai. In-
termediate Spanish. Quick
learner. Eager and open to
challenging employment
opportunties helping to re-
build your community and/
or your business. Profes-
sional resumé and refer-
ences available on request.
Heartfelt condolences. Pls
contact. Tel: 303-530-
0912. Email: rglover2323@
yahoo.com

EXECUTIVE CHEF

The Mangosteen Resort &
Spa, a 5-star boutique resort
on the hills of Rawai, is looking
for a Thai Chef for Thai and
Western cuisine. An experi-
enced team leader is required
to meet the high standards of
the resort. Tel: 076-289399.
Fax: 076-289389. Email:
hajo@mangosteen-phuket.
com For further details, please
see our website at: www.
mangosteen-phuket.com

LOOKING FOR

partner for existing hotel, good
location, good business. Tel:
09-5902184.

Gazette Online Classifieds 4,000
readers every day

Find more Classified ads at

www.phuketgazette.net!
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Business
Opportunities

FORCED SALE -
RESTAURANT/BAR

Located on Kamala main
road. Aircon, seats 40,
well-established. Walk in to
take over remaining 7-yr
lease at 6,000 baht per
month. Please call Tel:
076-385940 after 4 pm.

BAR 4 SALE: PATONG
Excellent location & fit-out.
Full entertainment licences 3-
4 + registered Thai com-
pany. 2  work permits pos-
sible. Low overheads. 8 mil-
lion baht. Tel. 07-0170135.
Email: cocodior@hotmail.
com

RESTAURANT 4 SALE
Beach restaurant with bar in
good location, tables and
chairs, seating for 60 people,
fully-equipped kitchen, satellite
TV, etc. We currently serve
Thai & Western food and also
have pizza delivery. The restau-
rant is ready to be taken over
immediately. No key money.
Monthly rent 62,000 baht,
price 1.11 million baht. Email:
peterrantala@hotmail.com

GUESTHOUSE
lease 4 sale. 6.5-year lease,
10 rooms, kitchen, office.
Offers above 2.8 million
baht, option to buy land. Call
for pics and info. Tel: 076-
342280, 01-9781956. Fax:
076-290383. Email: palm@
phuket.ksc.co.th

RESTAURANT 4 SALE
Open-air, on Chao Fa West
Rd, near town, good for Eu-
ropean food. Rent is 9,000
baht a month, price 350,000
baht. Tel: 09-5355248.
Email: sonsiria@yahoo.com

PROPERTY SHOP
for sale. Shop/office, 200
listings, on busy main road.
Tel: 01-8913972.

3 BARS FOR SALE
A unique opportunity to pur-
chase 3 well-established
bars, which include a well-re-
spected go-go, with a pool
bar on the 2nd floor, and a
separate beer bar. Owner ac-
commodation on the 3rd
floor. Owner is looking to pur-
sue other interests. All 3 bars
can be yours for only 7 mil-
lion baht. Genuine inquiries
only, please. Email: stevem@
phuket-playschool.com

DISTRIBUTOR
- plastic bags. S’pore com-
pany seeks aggressive &
experienced distributors of
LONG LIFE plastic storage
bags!! Tel: 0065-9683
4939, 65-98526507. Fax:
65-62886302. Email: paul
@neuindustries. com For
further details, please see
our website at: www.
longlifebag.com

Business
Products &

Services

INT'L DRIVERS
LICENCE

5,000 baht, valid up to 10
years; 6,000 baht valid up
to 20 years. Sales agent in
Thailand. Free pick-up &
delivery. Open 365 days a
year. Tel: 04-0068736 for
more information.

SAFEWAY
CONTAINER

RENTAL

Shipping containers, ideal
storage, your site or ours.
Pls call or visit Tel: 01-
8924804, 01-1251873,
www.safewayphuket.com
for more details.

PROPERTY
management. Siam Home
Care for rentals, finding ten-
ants, property management
and home services. Tel: 076-
281483, 06-9402386. Fax:
06-281483. Email: ria@
siamrealestate.com  For more
details visit our website at:
www.siamhomecare.com

RANONG DAY TRIP
1,300 BAHT

Tour bus (not minibus).
Big seats, price includes
lunch, dinner and snacks.
No extra charges. Please
contact us for details. Tel:
04-7457024. Email:
kingrw80@hotmail.com

SWIM IN
DRINKING WATER!
* almost no chlorine

* no burning eyes

* no bleached hair

* no salt or corrosion

Caribbean Clear

Water Treatment Systems

Tel: 06-6822639

Email:
nomochlo@yahoo.com

ANDAMAN SEA
Kayak. Phuket A&K Reisen
Co Ltd.(Andaman Sea Kayak)
ISO 9001:2000 certified. Pls
contact for more info. Tel:
076-235353, 01-6932945.
Fax: 076-235098. Email:
andamanseakayak@yahoo.
com For further details,
please see our website at:
www.andamanseakayak.
com

THAI LESSONS
Learn to speak Thai with our
experienced instructors.
Learning with your friends is
even cheaper! Tel: 076-2190
62-3. Fax: 076-214498.
Email eccpkt@ecc.ac.th

ADSL WITH NO PHONE
line? Share wirelessly with a
neighbor who has a phone
line or satellite connection
and split the costs. Easy to
set up. Contact for more
info. Tel: 076-280249, 06-
9535697. Email: info@net-
seven.com

VISA RUN
by air to Haad Yai. Leave
Phuket 11 am, back to Phuket
6 pm. Daily trips: 2,950 baht.
Or you can go to Penang
through Haad Yai – 3 hours
longer – for only 200 baht
more. Tel: 076-344521, 06-
682296. Email: smith@
taurus-travel.com

Computers

COMPUTER
services. We supply new &
used PCs & accessories. Re-
pairs & service. ADSL, LAN
& WLAN, GPRS. Need Inter-
net access? No problem. call
English Computerman at Tel:
09-4735080.

Business
Services

Personal
Services

LEARNING ITALIAN
Qualified and experienced
teacher is available to teach
Italian to students and staff in
the hotel management and
tourism Industry. For more
details, please call. Tel: 01-
2716990. Fax: 076-211099.

LEARN THAI
at home. Conversation and
coursework with charming
Thai lady. Course books pro-
vided free. Also basic English
lessons for a Thai girlfriend.
Please contact for more info.
Tel: 076-398157, 01-797-
1492. Email: churee22@
hotmail.com

TENNIS COACHING
British coach teaching in
Chalong area. All ages and
standards. Email Darran for
details. Email: darranferre@
hotmail.com

COUNSELLOR
available. I’m sitting here at
home feeling helpless watch-
ing the devastation & emo-
tional and mental upheavals
in people’s lives. I am a
trained counsellor and wish
to offer my services to trav-
elers returning to Australia
who may need help in their
grieving progress or for those
who just wish to talk to
someone who cares. Phuket
is a regular holiday destina-
tion for me and I can under-
stand and relate to the dev-
astation and loss that every-
one is going through. Tel: 08-
9497 3403, 04-39904537.
Fax: 08-9497340. Email:
mkjb@iinet.net.au

VOLUNTEER
available. My name is John.
Sitting at home, I feel help-
less, watching the devasta-
tion to people’s lives that has
occurred. I’m not skilled but
I am fit and healthy. If you
need someone to lift, fetch
and carry, do not hesitate to
contact me in England and I
will fly out as soon as pos-
sible. All I need is somewhere
to pitch a tent. Tel: (44) 11-
32672880, (44) 077-
33255399.

YOU NEED HELP?
If we can help someone,
somewhere, we will. We
speak Thai, Dutch, and En-
glish, and have a pickup
truck. Tel: 06-9488139.
Email: presacanario2005@
hotmail.com

Find more Classifieds ads

at

www.phuketgazette.net!

Personals

BACKGAMMON
Retired businessman looking
for backgammon players on
Phuket Island. Please call if
interested. Tel: 076-386-
113, 01-5778443.

VISA & DATING
Visa for Thais to visit
abroad, visa for Thailand,
work permit, company &
marriage registration. Are
you looking for a Thai girl-
friend? Tel: 076-248626,
01-0808557.

TRAVEL COMPANION
needed. I am visiting beauti-
ful Thailand during 2005 and
am looking for a nice lady to
accompany me and show
me all the sights. I am a hand-
some and tall western gentle-
man, looking for a pretty, fun,
adventurous lady who is full
of life. Email: thokwane@
hotmail.com

EUROPEAN MAN
seeks lady. I am a Swedish
man, 40, looking for a nice
lady with a view toward
marriage. Golddiggers and
other archaeologists, don’t
bother – only sincere ladies
should send a current photo
and a brief description of
themselves. Tel: 08-9471
1049, 04-10726039. Email:
ghostrider@upnaway.com

SINGLE
nonsmokers dating. Make a
date to find a life-long, single,
non-smoking mate. If you are
searching for an intelligent,
compassionate and long-term
relationship, this could be it for
you! Tel: 603-2568686. Fax:
603-2568686. Email: sniusa
@hotmail.com

FARANG LADIES
You feel lonely on holidays?
You need company or an es-
cort? Erotic dancing and
massage. Tel: 04-1855974.

MARRIAGE-MINDED
ladies! I am a kind and nice
looking man who will be trav-
eling to Thailand to meet a
pretty lady who is serious
about marriage and moving to
the US. Please email me with
a photo and something about
yourself if you are interested.
Email: crisxcross@hotmail.
com

MASSAGE SHOP
for sale. Good location at
Patong Beach, 60% local
customers, easy to run. Rent
is 15,000 baht/month. Pls
contact for more information.
Tel: 01-7356684, 04-187-
1939.

DEVELOPMENT

projects. 10-25% shares
available with excellent re-
turn. Tel: 07-8893838.
Email: asiasiamproperties@
yahoo.co.uk

PHUKET

K.L. Mart
Patak Rd, Chalong Tel: 076-280400/3

NAVA Language School
Phang Nga Rd, Phuket City Tel: 076-232398/9

Sin & Lee
Thalang Rd, Phuket City Tel: 076-211230

Taurus Travel
Aroonsom Plaza Rat-U-Thit 200 Pi Rd, Patong Tel: 076 344521-2

Agents for Classified Advertising

If an event isn’t listed in the Gazette’s Events Calendar
it probably isn’t one.

List your event now - It’s free of charge.
phuketgazette.net/calendar
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Wheels & Motors

Rentals

Saloon Cars

Motorbikes

Pickups

4 x 4s

Others

Wanted

Phuket’s Most Trusted &

Reputable Supplier of the Finest

Quality Used SALOONS,

SEDANS, JEEPS & PICKUPS

New cars or trade-ins –
we have what you’re

looking for
For more info pls call us at

Tel: 076-224632, 216243

www.suremotor.com

A1 CAR RENTALS

Toyota cars & pickups for
rent. Special price for long
term. Includes first-class in-
surance. Prices range from
13,000 to 28,000 baht per
month. Please call Tel: 09-
8314703 for more informa-
tion.

JEEP GRAND
SAFARI 88

Top condition, 170,000
km, custom painted &
farang owner. Never used
off road, new vital parts in-
cluding steering system,
starter, all brakes, tires, rain
sides & fuel pump. 5 speed,
bucket seats, runs great &
economical. Only 140,000
baht. Pls call for more info.
Tel: 07-2725421.

HONDA PHANTOM

4 months old, only 2,000
km, silver-black color. For
sale, 70,000 baht. Tel: 09-
5885692.

GRAND CHEROKEE

1998 model, good condi-
tion, 176,000km, full op-
tions, dark green, first-class
insurance. 540,000 baht.
Pls call for more details. Tel:
07-2836716.

HONDA STEED 600
Japan import. Only one in
Phuket. New book & number
plate. Must be seen. 180,000
baht. Tel: 09-8753930.

CLASSIC BIKE
Honda CB 500T. 50HP, 1976
model. Driveable, but needs
restoring. Tel: 076-340688,
09-8686836.

OPEL CAR FOR SALE
Green, automatic, 1994,
125,000km, 3 doors, CD/
cassette player, good condi-
tion. 143,500 baht. Tel: 07-
2705754.

BIKE WANTED
Honda Bike wanted: Dream,
Wave, Phantom or Shadow.
Must be in very good condition.
Tel: 06-7571362. Email:
peteroconnor1980@hotmail.
com

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_| (heading)

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

Please use this form to write your classified advertisement.

Then hand it to any of our agents.

Classified ads are charged per line. Each line is 60 baht,
with a minimum of 4 lines (heading included) per ad.

All advertising must be paid for in advance.

Deadline for Wheels & Motors page: Saturday 12 noon.

Wheelsheelsheelsheelsheels & Motorsotorsotorsotorsotors
Advertisements

PICK-UP TRUCK
wanted. Either an Isuzu D-
Max or Toyota Tiger 4-wheel
drive, 4 door preferred. Must
be immaculate. Cash waiting
for the right pickup truck. Tel:
06-7571362. Email:
peteroconnor1980@
hotmail.com

HONDA WAVE
wanted. Contact Shaun with
details. Tel: 04-8404059.
Email: shaun634@hotmail.
com

HONDA JAZZ
June 2004, 13,000km,
manual transmission. Great
car! Please email, phone or
SMS info to Tel: 09-586-
3284. Email: mjazz_2005@
yahoo.com

TOYOTA ALTIS
Toyota Altis 1800G. Auto-
matic, top model. 160,000
baht down + 24 times
20,000. Tel: 06-1542255.
Email: thailarry@myway.com

HONDA CBR 900
For sale: Honda CBR 900,
low mileage, in good condi-
tion, year 1999. At very low
price: 160,000 baht, two
new helmets included. Tel:
05-1456238. Email: johan@
mystasiarealestate.com

PICK-UP FOR SALE
Mitsubishi Strada, 4x4, Extra
cab. Year 2001, English owner
from new, good condition.
350,000 baht o.n.o. Contact
Andy, as above. Tel: 01-
8913466. Fax: 076-296160.
Email: antc@phuket.ksc.co.th

WANTED:
second hand car. Pick-up,
Suzuki jeep or something un-
der 200,000 baht, but not
more. Must be in good condi-
tion. Tel: 06-2743856 or 07-
8836802. Email: Niclas@
bellmans.nu

MINOURA BYCYCLE
rack. Showroom bicycle rack
for 3 mountain bikes. Bought
for 5,000 baht second hand;
will sell for 2,000. Tel: 09-
2913641. Email: sayan40@
hotmail.com

HARLEY FAT BOY
2000 Fat Boy, black, Mikuni
carb, SE ignition, HD bags,
new rubber, much more. Reg-
istration book, plate #333.
Expat owned. 800,000 baht.
Tel: 01-3792775. Email:
iancowie601@yahoo.com

JEEP WANTED
I am curious about the jeeps
they rent  out in Phuket. I guess
they are old jeeps from the
war. Where can I find a jeep
like that to buy, and how much
would it cost? Email: micke22c
@telia.com

YAMAHA XS1100S
Classic big bike. First owner,
imported by owner. Don't
have time to ride it anymore,
so want to sell this 24-year-
old powerful beauty. Tel:
076-284044, 01-8255259.
Email: stevenvanleeuwarden
@yahoo.com

HONDA CIVIC 2004
mod. Honda Civic 2004 mod
for sale. 1.7l, gold colour, auto-
matic, new in August 2004.
The car looks and runs as new.
Only 6,000 kms. Foreign owner
selling because he is returning to
Europe. Tel: 076-258343, 07-
8869747. Fax: 076-258109.
Email: dlarah42@yahoo.no

MAZDA PICK-UP
Immaculate 2500 diesel with
canopy, full A/C, low mile-
age, gentle life, farang
owned. 190,000 baht. Tel:
07-8945643.

CARS FOR RENT
New Honda City 8,000 baht/
week, 19,000 baht/month;
Daihatsu Mira 3,500 baht/
week, 11,000 baht/month.
Tel: 01-5371050.

MOTORBIKE
JRD 125 surf. Only 1.5 years
old, blue, disk brake, ABS and
electric starter. 8,000km.
Only 29,000 baht. Tel: 076-
242091, 01-7370557.

1993 OPEL KADETT
gls. 4-door, 5-speed, air,
power windows, blue exte-
rior, grey interior, 165,000
baht. Tel: 04-8429640.
Email: mow449@yahoo.com

'99 NISSAN BIG M
pick-up. 2.4 liter petrol, 4-speed
automatic with electric over-
drive, ABS braking and lock-up
fiberglass carryboy with roof
rack. Metallic gold and still in
original condition. 104,000
genuine kms. 12-month license
and first class insurance. Asking
295,000 baht. Tel: 076-
289182, 09-5931188. Email:
neilrickards@yahoo.co.uk

TOYOTA FOR SALE
Toyota Corolla Twin Cam 16
Valve. Year 1990. Good con-
dition & well maintained.
156,000 baht. Tel: 01-
2718486. Email: suporn@
thaimarine.com

NISSAN NV
6 years old and in good condi-
tion. Recent, good re-spray.
120,000 baht ovno. Pls con-
tact  for info. Tel: 09-4735080.
Email: computermanphuket@
myway.com

86 TOYOTA
corolla 4-dr. An old and ugly
beauty. Motor, suspension,
steering and tires are in ex-
cellent driving condition, but
she looks like a hag! A cheap
means of transportation on
the island, or for its parts to
use on a similar vehicle.
25,000 baht o.b.o. Tel: 076-
388247, 09-7273347. Email
pcoquillard@hotmail.com

SUZUKI CARIBIAN
1996, 4x4, metallic blue, ex-
cellent condition. High suspen-
sion, alu rims, new big tires,
bullbar, roof rack. Insurance
and tax till Nov. Price: 200,000
baht. Tel: 09-2879970. Email:
cees.klerk@163.com

1961 JEEP WILLY
wagon 4x4 for sale. Mint con-
dition – just start & go. Pri-
vately owned and currently
garaged in Bangkok. 375,000
baht. Tel: 02-6739658. Email:
seiry106@hotmail.com

JEEP & MOTORBIKE
Jeep Cherokee and Honda
Sonic motorbike. Leaving
Phuket; must sell. Pls contact
me for details.Tel: 076-383-
027, 01-8944416. Email:
dechaux@loxinfo.co.th

MONSTER SUZUKI
7.3-liter V8 powered, auto,
Dana 60 axles with ARB lock-
ers, 38.5” tires, winch, digital
gages, and much more. Cus-
tom built from ground up. If
you want a serious truck,
I’m asking 1 million baht obo.
Tel: 06-2778461. Email:
brunuiviv @hotmail.com

LANDROVER LR 88
Short wheel base, Toyota die-
sel engine, gearbox and 4-
wheel drive original. Box
body, 2-seater, green/beige.
Needs TLC. Bought in March
for short trips. 150,000 baht
ono-. Tel: 076-273400, 01-
2734000. Email: bbonello@
web.de

LAND-ROVER V8
for sale. Land Rover Discov-
ery, 4.0L, year 1998, black,
leather, automatic, CD/MP3,
104,000km. 470,000 baht.
Tel: 01-6912881.

Gazette Classads –
4,000 readers a day!

CAR WANTED
Car/pickup needed. Must
have green book and be reli-
able. Will pay up to 75,000
baht. Tel: 04-1872405. Email:
peterflood@postmaster.co.uk
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