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Under passes
plan shelved

By Kamol Pirat

PHUKET: Two proposed under-
passes on the bypass road will
not be built in theimmediate fu-
ture, Deputy Prime Minister Su-
wat Liptapanlop has announced.

During a recent visit to
Phuket, DPM Suwat said the
proposals for the underpasses —
at the Samkong and Darasamut
School intersections — will not
even be considered until thewid-
ening of the bypassroad iscom-
pleted.

The Phuket Provincial
Highways Office has pressed for
the underpasses, arguing that
they will relieve traffic conges-
tion, but DPM Suwat countered
that the road widening will solve
the problems.

“Road widening will create
more space on the road for traf-
fic, and alow morevehiclesat a
timeto passthrough theintersec-
tions,” he explained.

The Office of Transport
and Traffic Policy and Planning
(OTTPP) estimatesthat, even so,
underpasses will be needed
within three years.

DPM Suwat said, “The
OTTPP will look this project
closely in a couple of years. If
there are till problems, the un-
derpass project will belaunched
immediately.”

During a flying visit to
Phuket in August, Prime Minis-
ter Thaksin Shinawatra rejected
the proposals for the under-
passes, describing the 800 mil-
lion baht budget as “too high”.
Heasked sarcastically, “Arethey
going to be decorated with
pearls?’

At his meeting, held on

- -.“‘ |

Deputy PV Suwat Liptapanlop be
will solve traffic problems.

November 19 at the Pearl Village
Hotel at Nai Yang Beach, DPM
Suwat addressed another conten-
tious issue, the continuing saga
of where Phuket’s proposed In-
ternational Conference and Ex-
hibition Center (ICEC) will be
sited.

Littlenew light wasshed on
theissue, however. Indeed, if any-
thing, things became murkier.

At the meeting, Santichai
Eugjongprasit, Vice-Governor of
the Tourism Authority of Thai-
land (TAT), quoting the findings
of a study conducted by a
consultancy, said that existing
land at Saphan Hin wasthe most

.

lieves the road widening project

suitable site for the ICEC, with
Mai Khao the second choice.

The proposal to reclaim
land from the sea off Saphan Hin
scored lowest in the report.

Proximity to city-center
hotels aswell as seaviewswere
the deciding factors in the
Saphan Hin proposal coming out
on top.

K. Santichal was, however,
unable to specify precisely
which plot of land in Saphan Hin
would end up as the site of the
ICEC.

DPM Suwat said that Phu-
ket Governor Udomsak Usawa-

Continued on page 2

Concern over
German’s
ViSa-run crash
hospital bills

By Gategaeo Phetsawang

PHUKET CITY: Investigators
from the Ranong Town Police
Station came to Phuket on No-
vember 21 to question German
Raoul Alexander Dieter Wildt
and two Korean tourists who
wereinjured inthe November 12
collision between a water truck
and a minibus carrying passen-
gerson a“visarun” to the bor-
der near Ranong.

The driver of the water
truck was allegedly speeding
when helost control and caused
the accident. Mr Wildt, a dive
instructor, was the most badly
injured. He suffered a crushed
leg that required amputation be-
low the knee, a broken rib, spi-
nal injuries and damage to his
left arm and hand.

Two Koreans received
lesser injuries, one of them re-
quiring 44,000 baht’'s worth of
surgery for a broken nose. This
amount was paid out under the
statutory insurance coverage on
the minibus, said Kotchakorn
Rattanaphan, Manager of the Ra-
nong Office of the Andaman
Club, which ownsthe vehicle.

Pol Sub Lt Chatchai Pong-
singto, of Ranong Town Police
Station, told the Gazette that the
officerswere gtill awaiting medi-
cal reportsfrom Bangkok Phuket
Hospital, where Mr Wildt is be-
ing treated, beforefiling charges.

Mr Wildt, who is uninsur-
ed, refused treatment at Ranong
Hospital, where he was taken
immediately after the crash. He
told the Gazette he would have
to remain at Bangkok Phuket
Hospital at least three more
weeks.

Medical fees have already
reached 428,000 baht, and there
is mounting concern over who
will foot the fina bill. Friends
and colleagues have been rais-
ing funds.
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Russian star for Paradorn tour

PHUKET: Rising Russian tennis
star Anna Chakvetadze has been
confirmed as one of the players
in the 2004 Paradorn Super Tour
which stops off at LagunaBeach
Resort this weekend (November
27 and 28).

Ms Chakvetadze, 17, re-
places Karolina Sprem, who is

suffering from a persistent viral
infection.

Moscow-born Ms Chakve-
tadze, who will play singles and
mixed doubles matches against
Tamarine Tanasugarn, defeated
French Open champion and
World No 4 Anastasia Myskina
at thisyear’s US Open.
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Apartmentsin Patong
Tower up for auction

By Kamol Pirat

PATONG: Eighty apartments in
the tallest building in Phuket,
Patong Tower, will come under
the auctioneer’s hammer on De-
cember 12, some 13 years after
planning permission for the 32-
story block just off Thaweewong
Rd wasfirst given.

Siripong Chechang, chief
of the Public Works Department
of Patong Municipality, on No-
vember 22 addressed concernsby
some potential buyers that the
building was constructed ille-
gally.

It was pointed out by some
residents of Patong that the build-
ing isfar higher than thelimit set
in a 1992 ruling by the Ministry
of Natural Resources and Envi-
ronment (MNRE), which prohib-
itsbuildingsmorethan 12 meters
in height within 30m of the high-
tide mark.

K. Siripong said, however,
that Patong Tower does not
break the rule because planning
approval for it was granted in
1991 — the year before the
MNRE’s 12-meter regulation
came into effect.

Explaining the long gap
between planning permission

being granted for Patong Tower
and the auction of apartments 13
years later, Benjaporn Panya-
Ngarm, customer service super-
visor for the new owners, Divine
Property and Development Co,
said that the property had for
years been classed as a non-per-
forming loan, or NPL.

“The original developer
borrowed fundsfrom Siam Com-
mercial Bank and some [un-
named] foreign banks, but was
unable to repay on schedule and
[the Tower] was declared an

NPL. Divine Development and
Property bought it from the banks
thisyear.”

The auction is due to take
place on December 12 at the
Aroonrat Hall at the Patong Re-
sort Hotel.

Prospective buyers of the
80 units must deposit 100,000
baht to enter the bidding.

“We believe that thisisthe
first auction of its kind in Pa-
tong,” said K. Panya. “Therewill
be no minimum bid and the auc-
tionwill be clean,” he promised.

Underpasses put on hold

From page 1

rangkuraand Phuket City Mayor
Somjai Suwannasuppana — as
well as state agencies including
the TAT —had been given thetask
of finding suitableland at Saphan
Hin and had been told to present
their findings to him within a
month.

The issue was further
clouded when the Deputy PM or-
dered the TAT toinvestigate sites
on stateland at Mai Khao Beach,
and to look at the possibility of
building the ICEC at the pro-
posed Chao Fa City.

R-. KURT & THE PICASSO BAND
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Mr. Ten 4 &

Suwalai Pindrapab, the Di-
rector of TAT Region 4, sug-
gested as recently as November
16 that the ICEC could be sited
in the planned Chao Fa City.

DPM Suwat said, “The
government already hasthe bud-
get earmarked for the ICEC and
if we find suitable land, then the
project can begin immediately.

“If the private sector [Chao
FaCity] can show why their site
is suitable, then the government
may consider their proposal at the
same time [as the others].”

- Editorial, page 20
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Gunfight

youths
charged

PHUKET CITY: Phuket City
Police have charged four youths
in connection with agunfight that
took place outside Phuket Gro-
cery Co, near Robinson depart-
ment store in the early hours of
October 31.

After atip-off from an in-
formant, police arrested Natee
Srisamut, 20, and Niwat Sae-tan,
19, along with two youths aged
16 and 17.

After searches of the sus-
pects’ homes, one .38 pistol, one
11mm pistol, a sawed-off shot-
gun, a holster and a quantity of
ammunition were recovered.

The four are alleged to be
members of a gang which be-
cameinvolved in ashootout with
arival gang. They have been
charged with firearms offenses
and with disturbing the peace.

Police said the 16-year-old
had been arrested in August last
year on a robbery charge, and
also in September this year for
possession of illegal drugs, while
Niwat had been arrested for
drugs possession last year.

Government ‘Is
monitoring
early closing’

PHUKET CITY: Phuket Gover-
nor Udomsak Usawarangkura
has said that the government is
monitoring reaction to itscontro-
versial early-closing policy for
entertainment venues, but that it
isdtill “early days’.

Speaking at his regular
press conference at the Provin-
cia Hall on November 15, the
Governor aso stressed that hedid
not have the power to alter the
rules for Phuket.

Despite vaciferous protests
in Phuket, Gov Udomsak said
that the law must be obeyed, but
that the government would con-
tinue to evaluate its effects.

The law had been in effect
only a couple of months, said
Gov Udomsak, adding, “For the
moment, we in Phuket have to
obey the law.”

B80m in prizes
for sustainable
construction

THAILAND: Architects, plan-
ners, engineers, and project own-
ersin Thailand are invited to en-
ter the 80-million-baht interna-
tional Holcim Awards, a compe-
tition intended to promote inno-
vative approaches to sustainable
construction techniques.
Nomination of projects
must be submitted to www.
holcimawards.org before March
31 next year. The total prize
money for the awards totals
US$2 million (80 million baht).

YOU MAY KISS THE BRIDE: Amanda and Steve enjoy their
first married kiss, at the Kata viewpoint.

Stage of the union

KATA: Bride Amanda Gud-
gin and groom SeveHancock,
from Melbourne, made a
small bit of history on Novem-
ber 18, when they were wed
at the Kata viewpoint.

Ms Hancock, in a tradi-
tional white wedding dress,
explained to the Gazette that
her family used tolivein Hong
Kong. “Wehavebeen regular
visitorsto Phuket since1977,”
she said.

Her father, Kim Gudgin,
said proudly, “1 think thisisa
romantic place, and I’'m very

happy today.”
The Chief of Karon M u-

nicipality, Tawatchai Tong-
mang, said that the modest
ceremony, comprisingapriest
and a dozen or so relatives,
was the first Christian wed-
ding to be held at the Kata
viewpoint.

“Wecouldn’t allow them
to hold the wedding party
therebecauseit’satourist at-
traction, so they just had the
wedding ceremony there,” K.
Tawatchai said.

However, headded, “ We
would be pleased if morelov-
ers were interested in being
married there.”

— Siripansa Somboon

US gives B2m
In anti-terror
gear to police

By Anongnat Sartpisut

PHUKET CITY: As part of its
fight against terrorism, the US
Department of Defense has do-
nated anti-terrorism equipment
worth about 2 million baht to
Royal Thai Police Region 8,
which includes Phuket.

In a ceremony at Phuket
Provincia Police Headquarters
on November 17, David Turner,
Chief of the US Defense Depart-
ment’s Force Protection Detach-
ment at the US Embassy in
Bangkok, presented the equip-
ment to Provincial Police Region
8 Deputy Commissioner Pol Maj
Gen Phuvadol Krasae-In.

The donation followed the
successful completion in Septem-
ber of a five-day anti-terrorism
training course organized by the
US Defense Department. Fifty-
seven police officers from Phu-
ket, Phang Nga, Krabi and Koh
Samui completed the course,
which was held at the Patong
Resort Hotel.

Accepting the donation,
Gen Phuvadol said that even
though the possibility of terror-
ist attack in Region 8 isregarded
as remote, his officers were not
being complacent.

“After thetraining, the De-
fense Department donated this
equipment so that we could

500 pray for peace in the troubled South

PHUKET CITY: About 500
people, including local leaders of
themajor faithsin Thailand, held
amass session on November 17
to pray for peace to return to the
troubled provinces of Yala,
Pattani and Narathiwat.

The congregation gath-
ered at Phuket Provincial Hall
in support of the government’s
call for mass prayer, which
Phuket Governor Udomsak
Usawarangkura explained was
inspired by HM Queen Sirikit's
speech on November 16 to more

irRisb puB
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restaourant
opp- Islandia Hotel
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than 1,000 people, including
Prime Minister Thaksin Shina-
waitra, the Cabinet and leading
figures from throughout Thai-
land.

“Her Majesty wanted all
Thai peopleto show they are con-
cerned about [the trouble in the
South] and that they want the area

to be peaceful again,” he said.
After the Governor’'s
speech, religious leaders repre-
senting Muslim, Christian, Sikh
and Buddhist communities led
prayers for peace in the South,
and for innocent people to be

kept safe from harm.
— Kamol Pirat
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implement more effectively what
our officers had learned during
the course,” he said, adding that
it was the first time Region 8
police had had access to such
equipment.

The donation included
lights and mirrors to check un-
der cars for bombs, hand-held
metal detectors, and other equip-
ment designed to thwart terror-
ists before they can strike.

“TheBali bombing made us
aware of the need to prepare our-
selves for any situation within
our area of control,” the general
said, as he thanked the Defense
Department for its support and
vowed to include security aspects
as a part of continuing police
training.

Speakingin fluent Thai, Mr
Turner said he had been honored
to present Provincial Police Re-
gion 8 with the equipment, which
would help ensure continued se-
curity in Phuket and other parts
of southern Thailand.

He also said he was look-
ing forward to continued mutual
support and cooperation between
the US Defense Department and
the Roya Thai Police.

December date for
travel trade show

PHUKET CITY: All 131 display
stands at this year’s Phuket and
Andaman Travel Trade Show
have been booked, according to
Tourism Authority of Thailand
(TAT) Regional Director Suwalai
Pinpradab.

The show is scheduled to
take place at the Royal Phuket
City Hotel on December 3-5.

On December 3 and 5 the
show will be open to the travel
industry only, but on December

4, it will be open to the public.
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Sealer’s

AFTER DEATH
DO US PART

BANGKOK: Not knowing what to do after her husband’s sudden
death, an elderly blind woman stayed with his body in their shed in
Rat Burana District.

On the morning of November 22, neighbors and police found
67-year-old Muan Rungruang sleeping and hugging the body of her
dead husband, Tieng Boonyong, who had died four daysearlier. Their
dog Jumbo was curled up alongside his deceased master.

K. Muan said K. Tieng, a stevedore, had |ooked after her since
she lost her first husband. She has been blind since the age of 35,
when sulfur splattered into her eyes from a fertilizer bag she was
carrying. Her first husband had died in the shed as well.

She later met K. Tieng, who was working in the area.

“Hetook care of meuntil hislast breath. | loved him so much,”
she said, adding that K. Tieng had a chronic chest problem and died
because they couldn’t afford treatment.

“Before he died, he lay down on my lap when | was trying to
give him some boiled rice. He got three spoons down before saying
he couldn’t stand the pain anymore,” K. Muan said, adding that K.
Tieng finally passed away on her lap.

Shecried for help but nobody heard her inthisrural area, where
residences are far from each other. With nobody coming to her aid,
shewasforced to stay in the shed with her dead husband until neigh-
bors and police came calling. K. Muan hadn’t eaten since K. Tieng
died. “All of our nine dogs ran away, except Jumbo,” she said.

A socia worker offered to take her to a welfare home for the
elderly, but sherefused. Sheinsisted that she would live out the rest
of her daysin the shed with her loyal dog.

As K. Tieng's body was brought into the morgue for an au-
topsy, K. Muen wept, saying that she wanted to cremate him but
could not afford it. So police and members of the press pooled their
money together to pay for the funeral ceremony.

Source; The Nation

Wiglss

BANGKOK: Lingerie vendor
Dusit Jansorn was taking no
chances when he parked his
533,000-baht pickup overnight
near his home in Bangkok. He
put alock onthe brake and —just
to be on the safe side — he re-
moved the steering wheel.

But when 30-year-old K.
Dusit returned to his parking
place the following morning,
there was no sign of his beloved
pick-up.

K. Dusit and his girlfriend
Orawan Auemkleub, 25, took the
now-redundant steering wheel
with them when they went to the
police station to report the theft.

Police believe the vehicle
was stolen by a gang of three
thieveswho, knowing K. Dusit’s
routine, had brought along pliers
to hold the steering column in
placewhilethey drovethe pickup
to aplace werethey could attach
anew steering wheel.

K. Dusit’s said he had
worked hard for many years to
be able to afford the pickup, and
its theft had financially ruined

him. Source : Khao Sod

Auction

Patong Tower
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L aboring

Few residents may be aware of this, but one of the
reasons Phuket City’s streets have been relatively
water-free this rainy season is that drains and gutters
had been cleared by inmates of Phuket Prison.
The prison regularly supplies work parties of prisoners
to carry out public works.

Forget images of penal chain gangs, though: as the
Gazette’s Kamol Pirat and Sangkhae Leelanapaporn
found out, everyone concerned is keen to highlight the
role that such work can play in rehabilitating prisoners
and preparing them for life outside prison walls.

he heavy door slams

shut, and the prisoner

thinks he has seen the

last of the outsideworld
for however many years he has
been sentenced to.

But prisoners in Phuket
may end up seeing life on the
outside sooner than expected —
if they choose to join one of the
work parties Phuket Provincial
Prison assemblesto perform ser-
vices to the community, such as
cutting trees, clearing drains and
cleaning roads.

Seree Udom, who became
chief of the 997-inmate prison at
the beginning of October, ex-
plained, “ Prison policy istowork
only with and for state agencies,

- READY TO BE DECORATED & MOVED IN TO.
« AVAILABLE FOR OWNERSHIP TRANSFER.

|_ - —F
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TeL. (O76) 341-369-72

ASSET AUCTION CENTER

Patong beach

wedon't do any work for the pri-
vate sector.”

Bodies such as Phuket Pro-
vincial Administration Organiza-
tion (OrBorJor), Phuket City
Municipality and Phuket Provin-
cial Highways Office will ap-
proach the prison and ask for
prison labor.

If the prison decides to get
involved with a project, staff se-
lect membersfor aworking party
—which hasto be done carefully
asit will mean allowing the pris-
onersto leave the confines of the
jail.

Said K. Seree, “We choose
only prisoners who have been
sentenced to two years or lessin
jail, and they must not have com-

PHUKET
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for anew lifeoutside

BACK ON THE CHAIN GANG: Prisoners get ready to clear out a klong to help ensure that
monsoon deluges do not flood Phuket City.

mitted any drugs offences— gov-
ernment policy is not to alow
drug dealers and addicts to join
prison work parties. Government
policy aso saysthat women may
not be in work parties.

“To be selected for awork
party, a prisoner must have good
behavior record, aregistered ad-
dressoutside prison and relatives
who guarantee that he will not
run away.

“And he must want to bein
awork party, because no one is
forced to join; it is entirely vol-
untary.”

The prisonersreceive com-
pensation for their labor. Some-
timesthey arepaidin cash, some-
times not, but each gets one day
deducated from his sentence for
every day he spends in a work
party.

If the prison charges a pub-
lic body for a work party’s ser-
vices, 80% of the money is
passed on to prisoners. The re-
maining 20% is kept by the

prison, to cover expenses such as
the cost of transport to the labor
site, tools, food and allowances
for the wardens who accompany
the party.

Prisonersarenot alowed to
have cash while they are incar-
cerated, so the money they earn
is kept in a specia account and
handed over to them when they
leavejail at the end of their sen-
tence.

Members of work parties
must wear uniforms that make
them easily identifiableif they try
to escape.

Outside the prison they are
accompanied by one warden for
every five prisoners, but they are
neither chained nor handcuffed.

Their movements are re-
stricted, though. They must stay
in the area where they are work-
ing; anyone who wants to leave
this specific area must first get
permission from the wardens.

Not that K. Seree seesthere
is much cause for concern. He

said, “1 don’t think the prisoners
pose athreat to anyone, because
they have no opportunity to com-
mit a crime while they are out.”

He admitted, “Yes, prison-
ershave escaped fromwork sites
in the past, but only a few, and
they didn’t get very far beforethe
wardens caught them again.”

The Gazette talked to one
prisoner who has been in awork
group, who can be quoted only
under the pseudonym “Ae”.

Ae said that after being in
prison, and away from other
people for such along time, he
found it difficult to adjust to be-
ing on the “outside’, even if it
wasfor only thelength of awork-
ing day. In addition, he was em-
barrassed and ashamed to be a
prisoner.

He said, “It took me three
or four days to adjust to being
‘out’, but now | am happy.

“After aweek, | feltjust like
anyoneelse, and now | am proud
to help the community by clean-

ing the roads or the klongs or
other places. Andthewardens|et
me talk to my relatives if they
come to see me, t0o.”

Ae said he had chosen to
join a work
party and had
been assigned
to one because
prison staff

tional training, such as needle-
work and making fishing nets,
whilein jail.

Similarly, male prisoners
are expected to take advantage of
training in ba-
tik making,
bamboo and
rattan craft,
decorative

were satisfied metalwork,
with his con- welding and
duct in prison. carpentry.
Hecould select ltems
which jobs he made by the
went on. prisoners are
Thereare sold, and after
two main ben- the production
efitsof beingin costs are de-
a work party, ducted, the
he said. The ‘No one is forced to profits are di-
first is that it vided equally

cuts the time
he will have to

join; it is entirely
voluntary.’

between the
prisoners and

spend in jail, — Seree Udom, the prison.

and the second Phuket Prison Chief. Prison
is that he is chief K. Seree
paid for work- said, “Inmates
ing. can be trained in many occupa-

He said, “Being in a work
party has changed mebecauseit’'s
taught me about what it's like to
be an ordinary person, and to
stick at ajob.”

While women may not be
alowedtojoinwork parties, they
are expected to undertake voca-

tionswhilethey arein prison. We
want to give them skillsto allow
them to earn a living when they
leave here.

“That way, we hope, they
will have jobs and a good future
and won't feel the need to com-
mit crimes.”
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Cﬂﬂége and 'Patong Beach.

ipstar
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WA
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comprising up to four bedrooms,
spacious fiv-ing, cfining and
family rooms, maid’s quarters
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For more information, please contact : The Heritage 73/2 Moo 1 Samkong, Kathu Road, Kathu, Phuket, 83000.
Tel: 076-321746-7 Fax: 076-321042
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By Gategaeo Phetsawang

ith the boom in the

island’s spa indus-

try, perhaps it was

inevitable: Phuket
now hasits first full-service spa
—for dogs.

Panida Sriaram, Owner of
Raksatt Dog Spa & Salon, told
the Gazette that dogsreact to spa
therapy and beauty treatmentsin
much the same way that people
do. They get a deep sense of re-
laxation in the spa, followed by
areal self-confidence boost inthe
salon.

Some people might be ap-
paled at the idea of a dog spa,
but for many pet owners nothing
is too good for the four-legged
member of thefamily. Why, they
reason, should the pleasures of
spatherapy belimited to humans
alone?

The Gazette visited the spa
recently and saw Beckham, a 1%~
year-old poodle, getting hisvery
first spatreatment. First, he was
gently immersed in warm bath,
thewater aromatic with the herbs
selected specially for discerning
canine tastes.

The massage therapist then
gently massaged Beckham and
poured warm water over his
body. Beckham tried to climb up
out of the oak tub at first, but he
later calmed down and began to
savor the experience of breath-
ing in the combination of Thai
and Chinese herbs and rose pet-
als.

“The aroma bath comforts
the dogs. First-time customers
may squirm a bit initially, but
before long they are soothed by
the aroma and their stress levels
fal,” said K. Panida.

She explained that orange
and lemon are two aromas that
dogs seem particularly fond of,
and that the herbal bath helps

&

Rose petals too: Toy poodle Beckham gets the full treatment during his first visit to the spa.

LIFE CAN
BE RUFF

impart a healthy radiance to the
dog’s fur and skin.

“Every dog has its own
natural, unique body odor. The
bath reduces this natural odor
somewhat, but our treatments
hel p enhance the natural odor and
make the dog more fragrant and
the fur softer, silkier —and more
huggable,” she said.

After the spa, Beckhamwas
removed from thetub for the next

phase of therapy — warm com-
presses of Thai and Chinese
herbs applied by two therapists.
Next was stone therapy.
“We press special stones and
herbal powder upon the thighs
and back,” explained K. Panida.
“There are eight different kinds
of stone, each used to gradually
relieve a specific condition.
“This therapy can be used
in combination with veterinary

treatment to cure illnesses more
efficiently,” she added.

K. Panida recommends
dogs come in for spa therapy
about twice a month, though it
depends on whether thedogisin
just for relaxation or whether
therapy for a specific condition
isrequired, in which case weekly
visits are recommended.

Another factor that may be
worth considering when sched-

uling a treatment regimen for
Fido isthe cost. Like most luxu-
ries, spa therapy for dogs does
not come cheap: abasic one-hour
spa course ranges in price from
800 to 1,200 baht, depending on
the size of the dog.

The shop also offers a full
grooming service. Raksatt's spe-
ciaty is“fancy” stylingand color
highlighting, using a hydrogen
formulaimported from Japan.

The salon is not solely for
cosmetic purposes, however: the
dogs can also get a shampoo to
help ward off fleas and ticks or
chemical treatment for hair
which has become damaged and
coarse.

Owners of dogs with
light-colored fur may like to
try giving Rover a little more
pizzazz by trying out the sal-
on’s popular highlighting ser-
vice. But highlighting doesn’t
work well on dogs with dark
fur, K.Panida said — it just
turns them orange.

“Dogs are just like people.
They like to be admired and are
proud to show off when they
know they arelooking good. You
can see it clearly during dog
shows,” she said.

Dogs have “bad hair days’
too, sheexplained. Like humans,
getting a bad haircut can totally
put some dogs off being groom-
ed, especially if someonetriesto
comb out tangled fur too roughly
or accidentally cutsthedog'sskin
with scissors.

She recommends daily
combing for long-haired breeds
in order to familiarize the dogs
with grooming and keep their
coats up to snuff.

Raksatt Dog Spa & Salon, open
11 amto 10 pm daily, is at P2
parking area at Central Festival
Phuket. For moreinformation call
Tel: 076-209244-5.

WARNING: SELLING ALCOHOL TO PERSONS UNDER 18 YEARS OLD IS ILLEGAL

When the tafte [f perfect.

7t can be the [Tart of a_jrienafiip.
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Cell phonesfor peace’ iIdeaslammed

government campaign
led by Deputy Prime
Minister Wissanu
Krea-Ngam to encour-
age young people in the Deep
South to use cell phones to vote
and play games during popular
radio and television shows was
slammed by southern residents.

DPM Wissanu instructed
state-run radio and television net-
works in the region to create
“phone-in programs” to encour-
age audiences to vote or com-
ment on particular subjects, say-
ing the form of local participa-
tion could help defusethe current
unrest in the Deep South.

Religious|eaders, however,
wondered who would actually
benefit from the plan.

“l don’t know who will
make money from the extra
phone usage, but the parents of
the children will definitely end
up paying the bills.

“Why don't they initiate
something that will bereally use-
ful for our children or makethem
more knowledgeable?’ said reli-
gious leader Nimu Makajeh.

Prime Minister Thaksin
Shinawatra's family owns the
biggest cell-phone operator inthe
country, Advanced Info Service.

Sin tax structure: |Information
and Communications Technol-
ogy (ICT) Minister Surapong
Suebwonglee is pushing for a
“sintax” ononline gaming Simi-
|ar to thoselevied on alcohol and
tobacco.

Proceeds would be used to
prevent and remedy the harmful
effects from Internet addiction.

A girl waits patiently as her mother attends prayers to mark the end of the fasting period of
Ramadan, at the Central Mosque in the troubled province of Pattani.

The Excise Department ex-
pects a feasibility study for tax-
ing online games to be complete
in afew months. The ministry is
also seeking Cabinet backing to
be given sole authority to regu-
late online-game providers and
Internet cafés.

If it is granted the powers,
gamers under 18 would be lim-
ited to playing online gamesto a
maximum of three hours a day,
while the 10 pm-to-6 am restric-
tion for young players would re-
maininforceto prevent possible
addiction, K. Surapong said.

é’/ “/7,///«40 [

99 M3 Kamala Beachy Kz‘m. Phuket 83150 Thailand. Tel: (
Reser\atlon |l| I)"ﬁ 18“ 111 Fax; 076 1\-\ 222 24—hr I{écordutl lnfnlim.

Running on empty: Natural gas
reserves in the Gulf of Thailand
will run out in 15 years if the
Energy Ministry continues to
depend on gas as fuel for new
power plants, an official at the
Energy Policy and Planning Of-
fice warned.

Between 2001 and 2015,
about 18 power plants with a
combined capacity of 13,000
megawatts are expected to come
onstream.

If the government does not
specify thetype of fuel to beused
by the new power plants, they

will turn to natural gas because
of itslower cost. Thiswill drain
the country’s reserves to the
point where natural gas would
eventually need to be imported,
the source said.

Last month, Energy Minis-
ter Prommin Lertsuridgj said that
the country’snatural gasreserves
would last for more than 30
years.

Fair’s fair: The Election Com-
mission (EC) has ruled that the
government’spromotional fair at
Impact Arena Muang Thong
Thani earlier this month did not
violate election laws.

The announcement came
after both the Mahachon and
Democrat parties filed com-
plaints to the EC alleging that
the five-day exhibition, during
which free gifts were handed

out, was a ruse by the ruling
Thai Rak Thai party to bolster
its chancesin the upcoming gen-
eral election.

EC Secretary General Ek-
kachai Warunprapha said the
government had acted within le-
gal parameters in using the na-
tional budget to publicize its
achievements.

Take the money and run: More
than 100 people—including sev-
eral lottery winners — were
evacuated from the Government
L ottery Office (GLO) on Novem-
ber 17 following a bomb hoax.
Officials evacuated the building
after a woman twice called the
GL O before noon to say a bomb
would go off at 2 pm.

A couple who won a 50-
million-baht jackpot showed up
to receive their winnings before
officials ordered the evacuation.
The couple immediately cashed
their check and deposited the
money at a nearby bank.

A police bomb-disposal
team, using three sniffer dogs,
scoured the area but found no
device. Police are investigating
the incident.

Girls at risk: Public Health Min-
ister Sudarat Keyuraphan said
60% — or 42,000 — of the 70,000
Thai youngsters aged between 15
and 24 who are infected with
HIV are young women.

The sexual behavior of
Thai girlsand young women has
changed rapidly, with 9% of girls
aged 15 to 19 admitting to hav-
ing had sex. Many young Thais
engaged in unprotected pre-mari-
tal sex without fully understand-
ing the potential consequences of
their actions, she said.

Around the Nation news roundup
is sourced from the pages of The
Nation and Kom Chad Luek

newspapers.

CANAL VILIAGE
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|

SHOPPING

30 Exclusive Boutiques
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PHUKET

Canal Village Laguna Shopping
Tel: 66 (0) 7632 4453-7

Fax: 66 (0) 7632 4066

E-mail: shopping@lagunaphuket.com
www.lagunaphuket.com /
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athon reclamation faces opposition

t the end of October
the government re-
leased ambitious plans
to reclaim more
than 500 rai off the coast of

“The sea and beach areas
around Nathon have been a
popular spot for more than a
hundred years,” he said. “There
are still plenty of fish and crabs

Koh Samui’s living in the
capital, Nathon. F ROM THE  waters there and
Many leading this project would
local figures have L destroy the local
already spoken fishing industry.

out against “Before

the proposal,
which they see
as unnecessary
and potentially
damaging to the
environment in
and around Na-
thon.

T h e
government
claims that the
two-kilometer
stretch of beach
land that has been
earmarked for the
project is already
seriously polluted
and damaged, but
many local citizens disagree.

The head of the Nathon
Citizens’ Club, for example,
expressed concern that outsiders
had been brought in to conduct
the feasibility study. He pointed
out that they would not be the
ones who would stay to face its
consequences.

Maonthly service Web 1

440.- / 40 hours

For more information, please contacl tel, 0-2

By Commander
Sammy Swan

Monthly service Weh 2

any construction
starts there must
be absolute
guarantees in place
that this will not
happen.”

Meanwhile,
the_head of the
local office of the
Department of the
Environment and
Natural Resources
on Samui said that
land reclamation
should be an
option only after
other ideas have
been considered,
and that the local people should
ask themselves whether such an
ambitious and expensive project
is really necessary.

Water worries: Despite heavy
spending on improving freshwater
supply over the past few years,
the Samui local authorities say
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SEA SAVIORS: Bangkok Marine Police trainers and officers recently held their nual seven-day

course on first aid, CPR techniques and other crucial life-saving skills on Koh Samui. On the last
day of the course, a real-life drama took everyone by surprise. No drill this — a swimmer was
spotted in grave difficulties in the sea. He was rescued and brought to shore unharmed.

the possibility of serious water
shortages during the dry season.

The Samui Waterworks
Department has therefore signed
a 15-year contract with the East
Water Co, to buy water from
a desalination plant that uses
reverse osmosis to produce
potable water from sea water.
The supply will start flowing in
March next year.

The target supply is 2,500
cubic meters a day, at a total daily
cost of 114,000 baht, which will
probably mean an increase in
the cost of water to consumers.
Water shortages are a recurrent
problem on Samui, and visitors
and citizens are continually being

ace upto 100 MB/E-mail

asked to be prudent when using
the island supply.

Governor’s goals: Surat Thani’s
new Provincial Governor Vichit
Vichaisan recently announced
his priorities in dealing with the
problems that he feels are of
major concern to the province.

The three main issues
he plans to address are waste
disposal and cleanliness, traffic
congestion, and underage
drinking and revelry.

He said he will pay special
attention to the introduction
of recycling, especially with
regard to fertilizers, and he will
develop a program to improve

roads.

Gov Vichit said that he
also intends to place heavier
restrictions on young people,
banning them from places
intended for adults only, and
the authorities will crack down
on establishments that allow
youngsters to break the law.

He added that most adults
in the province are particularly
concerned that young local peo-
ple are forgetting traditional Thai
values, such as respect for the
family and cultural traditions. He
said he hopes to ensure that basic

Cdr Swan is a writer with Koh
Samui’s community magazine.

[
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MERRY MERIDIEN: Of the 300 or so guests at the November 13 grand WELL-WORN TRADITION: Phuket City Mayor Somjai Suwannasuppana (2" from right)
opening of Le Meridien Khao Lak, in Phang Nga, were (from left) resort was among the guests at the wedding of Chiravut Gornjaringkiet (2" from left) and
General Manager Jean-Louis Ripoche, guest of honor Arsa Sarasin, and Pannaree Na Nakorn at the Royal Phuket City Hotel on November 16. The bride wore
resort owner ML Vitya Chakrabandhu. a gown that has come down through her family from 100 years ago.

”

i

i _" S §\ A
1 :’{‘ § J&s‘ !
EXTRACURRICULAR PARTICULARS: Ray Berttula (left), Director of QSI-Phuket
BREEZIN’ IN: BodyWize Club Manager David Weale (2" from left), and Jill Robson, international school, and teacher Cindy Schade (2" from left) drop in during
(seated) Spa Director of fitness-center operator Asian Wind, join forces at the the grand opening of Khun Woody's Bakery in Patong to check up on QSI-P
recent party to celebrate the installation of Cybex fitness equipment at Le Meridien student Justin Leonhard (right) - and to sample some of the famed cookies
Phuket Beach Resort. made by Justin’s dad, baker and computer guru Woody Leonhard.

NO STRINGS ATTACHED: Phuket Gazette Managing Editor Alasdair Forbes WELL-FURNISHED FRIENDS: Sumittra Nimkornchai and Vichaipol Narayam (3 and
welcomes to the Gazette offices (from left) Chintana Daengdej, Managing 4t from left, respectively), owners of the Villa & Hut furniture store on Chao Fa West
Director of Phuket International Night Bazaar, and Pisutr and Surin Rd, celebrate the opening of their store on November 14 with (from left) Chalermrat
Yangkhiaw-sod, respectively Director and Artistic Director of the famed Dilokpat, Dr Sriyada Palimapan and Pol Col Chalit Thintanee, Deputy Commander
Joe Lewis Puppet Theater, which will stage shows at the Bazaar from of Phuket Provincial Police.

To get your card, e-mail
shopper@phuketgazette.net

or call Anna at 076-236555
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Sujika Gardens is a luxury residential development located close to Bang Tao Beach
and the Laguna Phuket Resort complex.
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THE QUIET
CRUSADER

aishiro Miyayauchi is
fluent in Thai; indeed,
it is easy to assume he
isThai. And heis, ina
way — he was born in Thailand,
to Japanese parents who ran a
pearl and jewellery business.

Hisnameisabhit of agive-
away, too: “The‘Tai’ of my first
name means ‘Thai’; my parents
gave methat name because | was
born here,” he explained.

After attending Japanese
and international schoolsin Thai-
land, Mr Miyayauchi studied at
Assumption Business Adminis-
tration College in Bangkok.

He said, “While | was
studying at college, | was also
working part-time for a tour
company in Bangkok. | became
a full-time tour guide after |
graduated, and worked mainly
with Japanese people visiting
Thailand.

“l aso qudified as a dive
master in Phuket,
and opened my
own business
here seven years
ago.” =

Diving was |[&
second nature to e
Mr Miyayauchi . ==
He explained,
“I’d been used to
being underwater
since | was very
young, because |
used to dive with
the staff at my
father’'s pearl
farm. That'swhy | wasnot afraid
of diving, or of being underwa-
ter.”

In fact, that love of the wa-
ter isone of the main reasons Mr
Miyayauchi has settled in
Phuket. He said, “1’m not really
bothered whether | live in
Bangkok or Phuket, but the thing
about Phuket isthat I'm close to
the seaand can go diving.

“That said, if the traffic in
Bangkok wasn’t quite so bad, |

’eople seem to be ... treat-
ing the sea with more res-
pect.’— Taishiro Miyayauchi

“l don’t presume to ask anyone to help me protect the
sea, but if someone who knows better than me will tell me
what | can do to help protect the sea, | will be more than
happy to do it.”

So says Taishiro Miyayauchi, director of the Marine
Project dive shop in Patong. Mr Miyayauchi, the first
Japanese PADI Course Director in Thailand, is well
known for his attempts to persuade locals and visitors to
take more care of the sea around Phuket. He spoke with
Dhirarat Boonkongsaen about his crusade.

might be tempted to go back
there, to be near my parents, who
are getting older now.”

That love of the seais also
a cause of sadness for Mr
Miyayauchi, as he has watched
some of Thailand’s beaches de-
teriorate over the years.

He said, “I have been
watching the beaches in Pattaya
and Chonburi be-
come more and
more damaged
| since | was

young.
| “1 have seen
unspoiled
= | beachesruined by
| the rubbish
thrown on the
sand and in the
sea, and by un-
treated wastewa-
ter being dis-
charged into the
Sea.

“Now the same thing is
happening in Phuket. The first
time | came here, about 14 years
ago, | saw beautiful beachesand
this miraculous underwater
world. But it's all so different
now.

“1’ve decided to speak out
about protecting the beaches be-
cause someone has to do it and
as no one else seems prepared
to do it, that someone has to be
me.”

The garbage isn’t just un-
attractive, it's also downright
dangerous, particularly for ma-
rine animals such as seaturtlesm
said Mr Miyayauchi. “The turt-
les see a plastic bag floating in
the water and think it's a jelly-
fish, and as jellyfish are part of
the turtles' diet, they’ll eat the
plastic bag. And chances are, it
will kill them.

“Untreated wastewater can
be toxic to fish.”

As a dive master and the
owner of a diving business, he
always tells his customers and
studentsto treat the marine envi-
ronment with respect.

Hesaid, “They arecloseto
the coral, and they should act re-
sponsibly towards this natural
resource, but even if tourists do
damage coral, the harm they do
is nothing compared to that
caused by anchors dropped by
irresponsible crews of fishing
boats and pleasure craft.

“We have come across so
many yachts where the crew re-
ally couldn’t care less where
they drop anchor; we've even
met crews who prefer to stop
over a reef because they can
hook the anchor into the reef, so
there's less chance of the boat
floating away in the night, which
they say might happen if they
don’t anchor properly in the
sand! Not surprisingly, that's
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environment.

or are changing their
ways.

“In the past, we
could tell where aboat
had stopped because
we would find gar-
bage, plastic bags,
glass bottles, cans, all
sorts.

“But recently,
people seem to be im-
proving their behavi-
our and treating the sea
with more respect.

“We'vejust done
some work at Koh
Racha with a sea con-
servation group, from
Bangkok, of all places.

“We' realso often
asked to do work with
Phuket Marine Biol-

caused an awful lot of damage
to the coral.

“Once, when | saw some-
onedoing that, | went tothem and
tried to make them understand
why they shouldn’t be doing it.
But they didn't listen. Instead,
they shouted at us.

“So, later, we dived down
and quietly moved their anchor

action we havetaken, but the boat
was out of the jurisdiction of the
police, so we had to take care of
the situation ourselves.

“1f the sea became too pol-
luted for my dive businessto con-
tinue, | could find other ways of
earning a living easily enough,
but | still feel someone should be
making a fuss about protecting

off the coral.
“That was the most drastic

the sea. I’'m not even asking
peopleto be activein doing any-

Looking for

a home in Phuket?

www.phuketimmo.com

09-866—-9004 / 076—249-315

- HEAVY EQUIPMENT FOR RENT

- CIVIL WORK CONTRACTOR,
ROAD, LANDSCAPE, SLOPE PROTECTION
& DRAINAGE SYSTEM

- READY-MIX CONCRETE WITH DELIVERY

——

NG TRACTOR CO., LTD.

113/1 Moo 8 Pakhlok Subdistrict, Thalang District, Phuket, 83110.
Contact: K.Somboon Visuthiphol Tel: 0-9444-9396 Fax: 0-7627-2447
Email: NPTRACTOR@hotmail.com

NUTTAPHO

thing, just not to do anything that
will harm the sea.”

There may be hope for the
future, though. Said Mr Miya-
yauchi, “The Thai tourists of to-
day seem to be different; in fact,
many Thai people have changed

ogy Center (PMBC), which
sometimesasksusfor helpif they
don't have enough staff to do
some underwater work.

“We're happy to help, al-
though we do sometimes ask for
money to cover our fuel costs.”

Taishiro Miyayauchi takes time underwater
to contemplate the state of Phuket’s marine

Most of Mr Miyayauchi ’s
paying customersarefrom Japan,
because, he says, Thailand offers
divingthat issuperior to Japan's.

He explained, “The water
in Japan is so cold, it's not good
for diving, plusthereisno beau-
tiful coral to see as there isin
Thailand.

“Phuket might not be
Australia’'s Great Barrier Reef,
but it’sstill second-to-noneinthe
world as adiving destination.”

He continued, “The Mal-
dives have some very beautiful
reefs too, because they are pro-
tected by strict laws and every-
one cooperates to enforce them,
but, that said, | think people'sat-
titudes are far more important
than any laws.

“We have lawsfor road us-
ers, but we still have lots of car
accidents. Only when people
realise that bad driving causes
accidents will they stop driving
badly. | hopethey’ll soon have a
similar realisation about protect-
ing the sea.”
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*Details subject to change.
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VILLA LOT PRICES START FROM
11,800,000 BAHT (ca.US$ 295,000)
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14,900,000 BAHT (ca. US$ 374,500)
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Onefor the ladies

may not be a

khunyingand |

might not have
been on holiday,
but | certainly felt
like both after
sampling “Khun-
ying on Holiday”,
one of the special-
ity cocktails offer -
ed at Malina’sBar
at the Aspasia
Phuket Resort.

A khunyingis
a distinguished
lady, and there is
something about
this fruit-and-al-
mond concoction that sets it
apart from themasses, whileat
the same time having a relax-
ing effect, putting one most
definitely in a holiday mood,
but without rendering one in-
capable.

And what better placeto
appreciate the delights of a
“Khunying on Holiday” than
its (her?) birthplace: Malina’'s
Bar, with its stunning view of
Kata Beach?

Like a khunying her self,
the cocktail is rich, fragrant
and well put-together. Sansri
Sangmontree, theresort’sFood
and Beverage Manager, ex-
plained, “ The main alcohol is
Bacardi, but there'salso Ama-
retto, which issweet and hasa
taste of almondsand chocolate
and a fragrant aroma.

“There’'salso orange and
pineapple, and these, combined
with theAmaretto, mean there
isno need to add syrup.”

The cocktail is served in

awineglass, which
isappropriate, be-
cause, like most
finewines, it isnot
strongly alcoholic
and is best appre-
ciated when sip-
ped slowly rather
than  knocked
back.

And that’s
exactly what | did,
enjoying the
warming effect of
the alcohol as my
taste buds were
entertained by the
flavor, which was
sweet and sour, yet at the same
time refreshingly bitter.

Khunying on Holiday

Ingredients for one cocktail:

1oz Bacardi;

Y20z Grand Marnier
12 0z Amaretto

30z orangejuice
30z pineapplejuice

To decor ate:

1 pineappledlice
lime leaves

mint leaves

1 Maraschino cherry.

Method:
Put the ingredients in a cock-
tail shaker with three or four
ice cubes and shake until well
blended.

Pour intoawineglassand
decorate with the pineapple
dlice, limeand mint leaves, and
Maraschino cherry.

— Anongnat Sartpisut

home
services

behind every beautiful garden
..... Is great imagination

076 324 400

specialists in landscaping

fter even the most

stressful day, thereis

something relaxing

and caminginthetin-
kling of awindchime moving in
abreeze.

And as this is the time of
year when Phuket is supposed to
be at its breeziest, what better
excuse is there to invest in a
windchime?

Windchimes makedifferent
sounds, according to what they
are made from — shell, metal,
terracotta, wood, or dozens of
other materials.

Whether made from bam-
boo or coconut shell, wooden
windchimes stirred up by a
breeze can make a sound like
flowing water, bringing a sense
of nature into the home.

Metal chimes, on the other
hand, make a more lively, tin-
kling sound.

It's easy enough to find a
windchime that appeals to the
eyes aswell asthe ears, asthere

Catching
the wind

are so many
designs to
choose
from.

There
is probably
not a room
inthehome
where awindchimewould be out
of place.

Some people have a tin-
kling wind-chime on their bal-
cony, while others hang a sooth-
ing wooden chimeindoors, above
a door or window, where it can
be caressed by a zephyr.

hink again about mobiles;
they are not just to be hung
above a baby’s crib for the de-
light and amusement of infants.
Toyed with by the lightest
of currents, amobile can bring a
visual delight to aroom, and can
be found in charming and intri-
cate designs and in everything
from earthy tones to vivid, eye-
catching hues.

Birds
and other
animals, geometric patterns, and
even mobiles of happy Thai hill-
tribe folk are some of the amus-
ing designs available in Phuket.

Catch sight of their silent
beauty asthey catch the high sea-
son breeze.

A selection of windchimes and
mobiles can be can be bought
from the following stores: Ban
Hutthakam, 9/23 Moo 1,
Chalermprakiert Rd, Kathu;
Shinawatra Homemart, 29/1-4
Thepkrasattri Rd, Koh Kaew,
Muang; and Chang Thai, Boat
Lagoon, 23/113 Thepkrasattri Rd,
Koh Kaew, Phuket.

L1 FESTYLE

KAMALA HILLS-NAKA

L1 VINGEG

An inspired lifestyle

development with an
inviting and practical appeal.

Apartments and villas

priced for you

Email: clarkefreeman@loxinfo.co.th

web: www.kamalahills-naka.com

tel: +66 6 9473 420 fax: +66 76 385 315
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Living Mall

Now open with savings of up to

Mug
|areen/blue/pink and white]

’ L ]
Back Sense 6 ft. Matlress
“Poslure Zone" model
Reg. 17,170.--

€X

D B0% Dec 3, 2004-Jan 10, 2005

* Limited Quantilies while supplies last/All items are shock price. %

Easy Rewards

Free Cifts are easy

when you buy items at

Index Living Mall
on the same day

When you spend over
500,000 baht
receive 3 free
29" TV + Reclinet,
value 23,800 baht

e3.-*

Various Color Fancy Classes
Reg. 88.--

399..*

Stool "Bunny” Model

Size W 47 x H 44.8 cm.
[black/red only]

Reg. 1,000.--

(limited quantity 2 pcs./person)

When you spend over
20,000 baht
receive 3 free
Pensonic Toaster
model PT-923N,

value 580 baht

When you spend over
100,000 baht
receive 3 free
Kodak Digital Camera,
value 5,990 baht

| 89.-*

Pair of Seal Cushions
[red/cream only]
Reg. 389.-

|,290.-*

Floor Lamp UP2-82842

|white only]
Reg. 1,700.--

8,990.-*

L-shape Sofa “Tramp" Model
[cream/red only]

Reg. 29,000.--
(limited quantily | pcs./person]

330.-*

A4 Color Box
[orange/blue/grey only]

Reg. BOD.-

[limited guanlily 2 pcs./person]

When you spend over
50,000 baht
receive a free
4 n | Juicer,

value |,890 baht

'{’

A\

(s]} Whldpnl Mcmwave.
value 2,990 baht

When you spend over
200,000 baht
receive a free
Sofa Bed,

value 19,000 baht

Df My Way-C Cabinet,
velue 5,510 baht

LIVING MALL
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I'n The SEEES

by Ida S a

SAGITTARIUS (November 23-
December 21): Birthday celebra-
tions go off with abang for those
celebrating coming of age this
week. You will be particularly
impressed by agenerousgift that
comes from an unexpected
source. On Wednesday you may
be subject to a bout of absent-
mindedness, so note appoint-
ments carefully and take extra
care of personal possessions.
Romance has the opportunity to
comedivethis Saturday, but you
need to put in extra effort.

CAPRICORN (December 22-
January 20): You can expect to
enjoy golden opportunitiesduring
December. The only thing that
can hold you back from making
gains is low self-esteem. Medi-
tate on how much you have
achieved this year and you will
realize that there have been defi-
niteimprovementsin al areas of
your life. Taurus holdsthe key to
amystery, but isunwilling to re-
vea details. Some gentle persua-
sion should work wonders.

AQUARIUS (January 21-Febru-
ary 19): No matter how tempted
you are to capitulate in an ongo-
ing dispute, you are advised to
stand your ground. Others may
be trying to move the goal posts,
but justice is on your side. Per-
sonal relationships are well-
starred; if you are unsure about

Theweek ahead

how someone redlly feels about
you, good news will add sparkle
to the weekend. Wear the color
sky blueto cultivate an airier at-
titudetoward life.

PISCES (February 20-March
20): A spot of beachcombing this
weekend islikely to be beneficia
in more ways than one. Your
sense of fairnesswill be affronted
toward the end of next week, but
you should refrain from highlight-
ing others' greed; what goes
around will eventually come
around. Although you are not usu-
ally too concerned about mate-
rial gains, it will beimpossibleto
refuse the offer of alifetime on
Monday. The number 8 islucky.

ARIES (March 21-April 20): Ar-
range to spend thisweekend with
peopleyou feel most comfortable
with. An edgy mood can be
soothed by seeking arelaxing at-
mosphere and avoiding chal-
lenges. On Monday, expect a
welcome breakthrough regarding
money. As the week progresses,
most Arianswill noticeimprove-
ment in their finances; sowill oth-
ers and you can expect to be ap-

proached for aloan on Thursday.
Pisces is about to declare a ro-
mantic interest.

TAURUS (April 21-May 21):
Taureans have a week of twists
and turnsahead. L uckily, your en-
ergy levelsare high asthe month
endsand you will be ableto coast
effortlessly through the coming
unpredictability. You may, how-
ever, be starting to wish that
someone special would act more
reliably. A romance recently be-
gun is not likely to turn into the
committed relationship you were
hoping for, but the seaisafertile
place.

GEMINI (May 22-June 21):
Losses and gains are very much
on the agenda this week. Your
natural ability to gowiththeflow
should enable you to regard
events philosophically; you may
rest assured that the balance will
end up very much in your favor.
On Wednesday or Thursday you
will haveto be patient when deal -
ing with afriend who has a chip
on hisor her shoulder.

CANCER (June 22-July 23): 1t will

be necessary to show respect in
the right places early next week.
Many Cancerians will come up
against red tape when negotiat-
ing agreementsand you should be
prepared to stand back whilethe
wheels turn slowly. A wave of
creativity causes you to take an
objectivelook at your immediate
surroundingsthisweekend; if re-
decorating is on the agenda, in-
corporate earthy tones to tune
into nature’srhythm.

LEO (July 24-August 22): Com-
pleting assignments and meeting
deadlines occupiesyour timefor
most of the week, but tying up
loose ends now will enable you
to relax morenext month. Thisis
an auspicious time to chase up
unpaid debts; others are starting
tofeel guilty about not paying, so
strikewhiletheiron’shot. Plana
shopping spreefor Tuesday when
your bargaining skillswill behard
to resist.

VIRGO (August 23-September
23): Youwill hold thetrump card
thisweekend. Knowledge gained
now will stand you in good stead
early next year, particularly

where a tricky business ded is
concerned. For thetimebeing, be
content to remain camouflagedin
the background. Aquarius has
something to confesson Monday
whichwill comeasabigsurprise.
Later in the week the number 9
may bring luck.

LIBRA (September 24-October
23): December will bethe month
for working toward your finan-
cial goals. Stumbling blocksthat
have hindered your path during
November will bebulldozed away,
leaving the way clear for smooth
progression. Use the coming
days to prepare a detailed plan,
asking for professional advice if
indoubt. Libranspresently enjoy-
ing ashower of romancewill not
be cooling down for the foresee-
able future. Wear citrus shades
to sharpen your senses.

SCORPIO (October 24-Novem-
ber 22): Thoseborn under thesign
of Scorpio would do best to con-
tain their emotionsthisweekend.
A heated domestic atmosphere
can easily blow up into a crack-
ling bonfireif you' re not careful.
If you've recently begun an ex-
ercise routine take care not to
overdo thingsasphysical vulner-
ability islikely during the coming
days. You are advised to sit on
the fence for a while longer be-
fore committing to a business
agreement.
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Tickers available from:

Phuket Arcadia Resort & Spa
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A Gala EVEnT

Sarurday 4th December 2004
AT THE Grand Ballroom of The
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{CKETS: 2000THb including A four course dinner, both tHemed & INTernaTIONAL AN All dRiNks '_
- Flintstones Colfee SHop, Dulwich International College berween 8-9am

- Gala OrGANIZER - MARYANNE VAN der Reljden - 06 1205417

- Hilron Phuker Arcadia Resort and Spa, contact Carherine - 078 88

- Laguna - NorR MoorHouse - 01 9781787

- Perfection Spa Salon, CHao Fa East Road, CHalong - 076 264295

- WesT ONE Halr and Beauty Salon, Big C - 076 2497329

All Proceeds 10 the PIWC Educarional Scholarship Fund
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STONE MURALS &
STATUES & MORE

Open daily
Tel: 01 487 4139 Fax: 076 383 527
E-mail: manee_sai@hotmail.com

AGRART

Traditional English Country Pub
Pub Grub - Sunday Roast - Curry Night Fridays
Kids’ Plauumnml - Wine Cellar - (:Igar Room - Gardens
Thursday Pub Quiz - Party Nights - Big Screen Sport
llllllg l(l]ll!l Curry Lunch Thursdays
2 for 1 Happy Hours 6-7 pm
Live Entertainment - Guinness - Kilkenny

1km from Chalong Circle to Kata - Tel: 0 7628 Mti 50 or ll 1894 7736
www.the-green-man.net email: info@the-green-man.net

QUALITY BOATS BUILT HERE

We build 100% fiberglass ‘Steppa’ boats right here in Phuket.

- 18ft open-bow ‘Barracuda’ is great for skiing and is the perfect family boat.
- 22ft center-console ‘Skip-Jack’ is excellent for diving and game fishing.
- 30ft and 36ft ‘Flying-Fish’ are popular for all commercial applications.

ALL OUR CUSTOM BUILT BOATS HAVE

*a deep-V forward with outboard engines giving cruising speeds of over 30 knots.

*easy, cheap and legitimate Thai registration. (built in Phuket)

#*very shallow draft for easy beach and Boat Lagoon access.

(no need for a dinghy)

#*excellent stability and payload capacities. (simply safer boats)

* the option of being stored
at home on a trailer. (avoid
expensive marina fees)

*low ongoing maintenance
costs due to our excellent .
supervised fiber construction.
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ThermaCool
Skin Tlghtemng

Contourmg

-without surgery -

Botox, Collagen injection 2nd Fl. Central Festival Phuket

Permanent laser hair removal 1€l. 076-249621-3

www.apexskincentre.com

APE X

SKIN CENTRE

Laser collagen replenishment

by American Board Certified Dermatologist

HomePro
Double Sticker

It's doubly amazing! For every 5,000 baht* you spend
at HomePro or The Power, you now get 1 token sticker
and 2 great ways to claim superb free prizes.

e |

Keep collecting token stickers /

and claim prizes with a total value

N\ 422,430.-

token stickers.

0
Arorzons [ .5

B. Product discount on leading

\ brands up to 10,000.- value.

C. 25% discount on latest ﬁ
collection from LACOSTE. L ACO STE

Your old token stickers can be used with your new ones
to claim prizes, so keep collecting them!
Double Bonus promotion will continue until 23 February, 2005.

*Under following condition as listed. HomePro resarves the right to change, or make substitutions for product details, specifications and prices without prior notice.
The previous batch of prizes can be redeemed up to 17th Oct. 04,

N

HomePro

Home Iis HomePro
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Dol Ng the Jakarta

nyone who has seen

the movie The Year of

Living Dangerously —

with adlightly wobbly
performance by Mel Gibson as
the Australian journalist caught
up in the final throes of the
Sukarno regime — might not
count Jakarta among the list of
must-sees. More recent events
have put the Indonesian capital
inthe newsfor al thewrong rea-
sons.

But step into Sailendra at
the W Marriott —which borethe
brunt of the car bomb of just over
ayear ago —and therestaurant is
all smiles and clattering cutlery
and the heady aroma of open-
kitchen fusion.

Security has been stepped
up, of course, but the boysinthe
peaked caps deliver abroad grin
as they inspect the soft under-
belly of your taxi with amirror.

And everywhereelseinthe
city there’s a spirit of renais-
sance, epitomized by a building
mania that seemingly wants to
convert every spare sguare cen-
timeter into yet another shopping
center.

Jakartans love nothing
morethan strolling around amall,
occasionally dipping into the
food court but otherwise simply
hanging out.

And with the city’s traffic
mired in macet, as gridlocks are
termed, every neighborhood
needsitsown retail romper room.
Which is not to say that tradi-
tional markets are disappearing
—if anything they seemto been-
joying asimilar boom.

Two areas that reward ex-
tended exploration are Merdeka
Square, where Bung (it means
“brother”, asopposed to “ bribe”)
Sukarno erected a massive
monument to independence.

LDirtibutor of Steindhen and Sgee Seee

M M Wine Company Li
9/19 Thepkrasattri Rd, Muang, Phul

J (Next to Volvo showroom)
7 Tel: (076) 213797, 236536 Eax: ((ﬁ6) 213799

E-mail: mmwine@phuket.com
Website: http://www. phuket.cmnf /;14 /
Z

Thebaubleat thetopissup-
posed to be either solid gold, or
coated with gold leaf, or just
something shiny.

Ordinary citizensof acyni-
cal frame of mind arewont to say
it describestheir conditioninlife
—with wealth permanently out of
reach. Jakarta's sense of humor
remains untarnished, whatever
the political situation.

With a new president now

Jve

safely installed, the
country is hopefully
forging into a profit-
able future, yet one of
the most interesting
parts of town is Kota,
the old Batavia where
the colonial Dutch
used to hold sway.

Head for the
former town square to
get your bearings. On the south
side of the sguare is the history
museum, while on the west an
entirefour-story mansionisgiven
over to a puppetry expo at the
Museum Wayang.

To the east, Bafai Seni
Rupahousesfineartsand there's
also aninteresting display of ce-
ramics.

If al this sounds like too
much culture-vulturing, remem-

ANDREW PARK

Property Agents & Consultants

Land and Villa Sales
Properties For Rent
Development and Hotel Consulting
Luxury Vacation Villa Rentals

Let us help you with your property requirements,
be they large or small.

100/18 Chalermprakiat Road
(on the bypass road just north of Lotus)
Tambon Rassada, Amphur Muang, Phuket 83000.
Tel: 66 (76) 354-016 Fax: 66 (76) 354-019
E-mail: sales@andrewpark-phuket.com
Website: www.andrewpark.com

dedrddedddrd bk R e e e e e ek

Above: Climbing to the top of the Monas monument
affords the best views of the city. Top left: Shopping
malls are springing up everywhere, but traditional
markets still do a roaring trade. Left: Jakarta’'s few
remaining lakes and parks act as the city’s lungs.

TALES

TRAVELER

By Ed Peters

ber they areall ashort stroll from
each other, and admission
charges are so low you can dip
into each for amere half an hour
or s0.

If you fancy whetting your
whistle, the Café Batavia on the
north side of the square never
closes, and isfamed for itsinter-
national dishes, its photo gallery
of Hollywood stars, and the mir-
rored urinals in the gents' lava-
tory, though not necessarily in
that order.

And if doing the Jakarta
Jive gets to be too much —town
planning still remains something
of an abstract quality — there is
alwaysan avenue of escapeat the
city’s biggest amusement park,
Taman Impian Jaya, which trans-
lates as“Dream Land”.

Itsrides, parksand lakesare
open 24 hours a day — though
many attractions close at night —
and all for amere 7,000 rupiah —
about 30 baht.

:l.,,-
ANDAMAN

Lighting Systems

3 out Llighting?
Are gou in the dat about Lighting

andamanlighting.com

Tel: 076 254 826 Fax: 076 254 827
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Hidden Words

Hidden in thegrid below are the names of at least 20
famous soccer players. Thewords may read vertically,
horizontally or diagonally. They may also read right-to-
left or down-to-up. Seeif you can find more than your
family or friends. Score: Morethan 10, good; morethan
15, very good; 20 or more, excellent.

E |W

/

1. Whowasthefirst
president of America?

2.  What animals did
Lincoln keep on the
White House lawn?

3.  Which bird did Ben-
jamin Franklin suggest
should be the national
emblem of the USA?

4. Who coined the
following words:
disgraceful, hostile,
obscene, puke, per-
plex?

5. Which book was the
first to be written
using atypewriter?

6. How many paintings
did Vincent Van Gogh
sell in hislifetime?

10.

11.

12.

13.

Get your brain
in gear with
The Monster Quiz

Which two Beatles are 14.

still alive?

Who said, “To punish
me for my contempt for
authority, Fate made me
an authority myself”?

16.
Which is the most °
densely populated place
in the world?

17.
What is the highest
peak inthe USA? 18
Which sport was origi-

nally called mintonette?

19.

What weapon in the
Philippines evolved into
apopular toy world-
wide?

What is the fastest-
growing plant?

20.

John Dunlop, who
invented car tires, was
what by profession?

Which fictional char-
acter was based on
surgeon Joseph Bell?

In which year was the
first plastic material
produced?

How many quires are
therein aream?

The oceans hold what
percentage of the
Earth’s water?

What, to the nearest
10 years, isthe typical
lifespan of a crocodile?

Who killed Jesse
James?

Answers next week
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SOLUTION TO
LAST WEEK’S
CROSSWORD

22

4,

1.
Nahuatl; 3. Microwave oven;

ternational Golf Club in Mas-
sachusetts; 6. Empire State
Building; 7. William Henry
Harrison; 8. Van Rijn; 9. Coca-
Colg; 10. Outer space; 11. Is-
rael; 12. Former Russian Pre-
mier Nikita Krushchev; 13.
Tennis; 14. 1929; 15. Ichthy-
ology; 16. Ophthalmologist;
17. Strawberry; 18. 33; 19.
1981; 20. Cdlifornia—theorigi-
nal name for Los Angeles.

ANSWERS TO LAST
WEEK’S

MONSTER QUIZ

Charles Lindbergh; 2.

Kathleen Turner; 5. The In-

Never a Cross Word!

Across

1. Act asreferee.

6.  Protect against disease.
10. Born, in France.

11. Notat al well.

12. Odyssey or Beowulf, for ex-

ample.
15. Sole
17.u
18. A space.
19. Watcher of sports.
22. Sarts.

Down

1.  Probeinto.
2. Computer key.

You can't haveit and eat it too.

Phang Nga Bay transport.
One essential of Morse code.
They bill and coo.

One-eyed giant.

Put a spell on.

[talian river.

Very big.

Pleasure craft.
Seamstress'sessential.
Japanese airline (initials).

Thail (’.“;hilropractori

Tr'@]u @?D?

DIRECT EXPORT
\—/

Made to Order

ﬂ T-Shirt

European Quality:
- Polo shirts
- Sweatshirts

- Baseball caps
+

- Embroidery

- Pens, Lighters

Tel: 076-321850
Fax: 076-221851

Email: info@best-t-shirt.com

www.best-t-shirt.com
Ask for : Mr. FRANZ
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n Secret Histories (John Murray,
London, 2004, 232pp) Emmalarkin
sets out to retrace the footsteps of

Eric Arthur Blair, an imperial po-
liceman in Burma from 1922 to 1927,
who would later become George Orwell
and write of hisexperiencesin the novel
Burmese Days.

Although Orwell died in 1950, 12
years before General Ne Win seized
power in Burmaand led it down the di-
sastrous “Burmese Road to
Socialism”, hisnovels Animal
Farm and Nineteen Eighty-
Four areregarded by Burmese
intellectuals as prophetic of
their nation’s fate — the first e
two parts of adark trilogy.

“The towns and cities
where Orwell was posted span
the geographical heart of the
country and, in a sense, it is
still possible to experience
Burmaas Orwell knew it—al-

‘ﬂ(’ C]‘(‘-‘ '

< \(\L()] Led

FINDING GEORGE ORWELL
IN A BURMESE TEASHOP

I EMMA
4 LARKIN

a real-life Nineteen Eighty-Four where
Orwell’s nightmare visions are being
played out with agruelling certainty.”

Thus, Larkin journeys through
Mandalay, the Irrawaddy Delta, Rangoon,
Moulmein and the hill station of Katha,
which formed the backdrop to Burmese
Days.

Larkin was uniquely equipped for
thetask, having mastered the Burmeselan-
guageat London’s School of Oriental and
African Studies. Her visits to
Burma spanned nearly a de-
cade, during which shespunan
ever-denser web of contacts.
She combinesgreat sensitivity
4| toward her interview subjects
with highly poetic arts of de-
scription.

The book’s subtitle —
Finding George Orwell in a
| Burmese Teashop — is apt, as
Larkin spends alot of timein
the ubiquitous teashops, talk-

most ahalf century of military
dictatorship hasgivenit theair of acoun-
try frozen in time,” Larkin writesin her
prologue.

“But a journey through Orwell’s
Burma would lead through an even ee-
rier and much moreterrifying landscape:

ing with educated Burmese. In
Mandalay, she is even part of an im-
promptu Orwell Book Club.

Traveling as a single, Burmese-
speaking woman, Larkin meets a wide
range of people: students, professors, jour-
nalists, booksellers, pastors, engineers,

An Orwellian nightmare

vendors, waiters, retired
Anglo-Burmese teachers, the
many policemen who are
keeping track of her, and even
asinister Burmese army colo-
nel.

In a second-hand book-
shop, she meets Kyaw Thein,
an elderly poet. “He was one
of those courtly old Burmese
gentlemen | met from time to
time in Burma who spoke a
quaint old-world English and
had an air of sadnessthat lingered around
them like cigarette smoke. Kyaw Thein
recited afew of his poemsto metherein
the dingy upper reaches of the market,
within the stench of an overflowing rub-
bish bin. They were beautiful and simple
verses about love and loss and loneliness.
‘I can only writelove poems,” he said with
some embarrassment. ‘ The censors
warned me away from writing about any-
thing else. They told me, “Bawa akyaung
m'yah neh” — “Don’t write about life.”””

Orwell once wrote about totalitari-
anism: “If you want avision of thefuture,
imagine aboot stamping on ahuman face
—forever.” Thereisadreary samenessin
the stories that Larkin's subjects tell, a
constant refrain of futility and despair. But
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day-to-day lifestill goeson:

“Dugout canoesglided
aong the river,” she writes
of the Irrawaddy Delta.
“Bamboo groveswere occa
sionally revealed, producing
patches of luminous green
light. A gaggle of people
scampered across one open-
ing, bright pink and purple
shoulder bags hung like
sashes across their torsos.
Naked boys wearing cloche
hats made of palm leaves slid with
whoops and shouts down a muddy em-
bankment into the river. A lone woman
wrappedinalilactamein knelt on astone
in the canal with her back toward us,
slowly combing her waist-length hair.”

M assacres of minorities, forced la-
bor, rampant drug trafficking, political
prisons, economic destitution, rigid cen-
sorship, the complete ruin of education
and medical care—it'sall true. But Larkin
is struck by the normality of life in
Burma, people going about their busi-
ness, laughing, talking, smoking che-
roots, going to the movies.

“What did you expect?’ aBurmese
friend asks her, “That we would al be
sitting around on the pavements crying?’

|
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Why CAT’s serviceiskitty litter

ately, my email inbox

has been overflowing

with questions about the

recent announcement
by the Communications Author-
ity of Thailand (CAT) about its
so-called “high-speed” Internet
service—HiNet.

The questions KHUN W
COMPUT ER

bewlow, and my
replies, pretty
much sum up
what | and other
HiNet users think of the service

| just read the Phuket Ga

zette article [issue of No-
vember 13] that quoted the As-
sistant Vice-President of CAT
Telecom’s Service Devel opment
Department as saying that the
high-speed I nternet line between
Phuket and Bangkok for the
TT&T/CAT low-cost broadband
service runs at only 8 Mbps

(megabits/second). That'satypo,
right? Shouldn’t it be 800 Mbps?
PS

Kamala

Nope. As | un
derstand it, right now
there’s
only
one line be-
tween Phuket
and Bangkok
carrying traffic
for the CAT’s HiNet and T-Net
services from TT&T — and that
line runs at 8 Mbps.

To put this in perspective,
realize that anybody in Hong
Kong who signs up for ADSL
broadband automatically getsan
8-Mbps line. It's installed in
days, sometimes hours, almost
anywherein greater Hong Kong,
for the equivalent of afew hun-
dred baht.
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By comparison, all of Phu-
ket’'sHiNet and T-Net bandwidth
combined — for the entire island
— matches the bandwidth doled
out to asingle apartment-dweller
inHong Kong. Koreansget more.
Singaporeans get alittle less.

That same article says that
CAT isplanning to boost the con-
nection speed for that lineto 155
Mbps, sometime next year. Con-
sider this: if the average apart-
ment block in Hong Kong has 20
units on each floor, the implica-
tionisthat Phuket’sentire HiNet/
T-Net connection will (some
day) have about as much band-
width as one apartment building
in Hong Kong.

TT&T and CAT have been
sellinga2-Mbps serviceto
consumersin Phuket for the past
six months. How can they sell
hundreds of 2-Mbpslinesherein
Phuket, but only connect them to
one 8-Mbps line that runs off the
island? Isn’'t that fraud?
JL
Patong

No person | have spokento

knowshow many HiNet ac-
counts have been sold in Phuket.
I’'m not a lawyer, but the whole
situation stinks. My HiNet ser-
vice has bobbed up and down for
weeks. Much of the time, my
nominal 2-Mbps line delivers
only 300 Kbps—15% of therated
speed. Sometimes | get 500
Kbps, sometimes HiNet ssimply
doesn’t work.

It now appears that TT& T
and CAT have stopped installing

new ADSL lines. I'm aso get-
ting rebuffed on all attempts at
installing TOT lines, and would
ventureto guessthat TOT is suf-
fering from the same problems.

\What can wedo about it this
ridiculous sitiuation?

If you have HiNet, and it

keeps dropping out on you,
I’vefound that Ssm-
ply unplugging the
ADSL modem,
waiting 15 sec-
onds, then plug-
ging it back in
againwill bringthe
line back, at least
occasionally. Other
than that, | don't

have any good sug-
gestions.
About 16

months ago, pro-
minent Bangkok
politicians prom-
ised the people of
Phuket that they
would receive
cheap, reliable ADSL as a
“Christmas gift”. Although
ADSL didn't arriveontheisland
until long after Christmas 2003,
for six months or so Phuket re-
ally did have cheap, fast, reliable
Internet access. Now we're star-
ing at the Ghost of Christmas
Past.

From what I’ve seen, de-
mand for reliable broadband on
the island is amost infinite — if
the government can get its act
together, the people of Phuket
will rapidly absorb every avail-

From what I've seen,
demand for reliable
broadband on the
island is almost
infinite — if the
government can get
its act together, the
people of Phuket will
rapidly absorb every
available baud.
We haven'’t even
tweaked the nipple of
the iceberg.

able baud. We haven’t even
tweaked the nipple of theiceberg.

Most disappointing, from
my point of view, isthe ideathat
some people actually believe (as
CAT’s spokesman asserted) that
one 155-Mbps line from Phuket
to Bangkok will “makeit unnec-
essary to create a direct link to
the Internet from Phuket, aswas
previously planned.”

As many of
you know, an
Internet backbone
line passes within
a few kilometers
of Phuket. Patch-
ing into the line
would require
Herculean politi-
cal effort, but if it
were to happen,
Phuket would sud-
denly be on a par
with other Asian
computer hubs.
It'"d put us on the
cyber map. As
long aswe'reteth-
ered to a wimpy
Bangkok link, we'll al get third-
class service.

In the meantime, the com-
panies that were competing to
bring cheap Internet access have
been shoved out of theway. The
government’s 1,000-baht-a-
month offering simply sucked up
the entire bottom end of the mar-
ket.

Right now, I’'m looking at
Island Technology’s ADSL ser-
vice, aswell asthe onesfrom JI-
Net and CS/Loxinfo. None of the
options are cheap. But at least
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sit seemsthat thisgov-

ernment has no inten-

tion of changing its

views on entertain-
ment venue closing times any-
time soon, it looks like Phuket’'s
fun spots are simply going to
have to find ways to cope — just
as they appear to be doing in
Bangkok.

Up in the capital recently,
Stool Pigeon noticed that the
closing times were being strictly
enforced intwo of hisold haunts:
Nana Entertainment Complex
and the dingy but |ovable Wash-
ington Square area.

Theaction around Nanahas
spilled out from the Entertain-
ment Complex right onto Soi
Nana, where a number of new
beer bars (new to Stool Pigeon
anyway) now get goinginthelate
afternoon.

When Stool Pigeon livedin
Bangkok, the idea of heading
down to Nanabefore 10 pm was
unthinkable, but that was before
they had the BTS — and it was
also back in the days when most
bars would, as a point of honor,
stay open all night if just one
punter chose to remain.

Although Nanabar owners
are complaining about the 1 am
closing, commerce in the area
seemsto have adjusted to accom-
modatethe change: therewerefar
more streetwalkers, touts, food
vendors, flower children and
time-share hustlers crowding the
sidewalks than ever before.

Business
appears to be
booming, even
before  sun-
down. And
what was once
hidden away
from view now
representsanin-
your-face ob-
stacle coursefor
innocent
schoolchildren
trying to make
their way home
through the al-
ready difficult
urbanterrain of downtown Bang-
kok. Some kids were even ped-
dling trinkets to drunk foreign-
erswhilestill intheir school uni-
forms.

But unlike Phuket, where
guestions about the early closing
times elicit responses ranging
from bewilderment and confu-
sion to fury and indignation, in
Bangkok many customersat least
seemto betakingitintheir stride.

A bargirl: “I likeknowing |
can leave at 1 am, it gives me
more time with my kids.”

A foreign customer: “I
don't like paying bar fines—and
now | don't haveto.” (Bar fines

us

Does this stuff really work? Let
know by
stoolpigeon@phuketgazette.net

L et thegood

timesroll...

in Nananow cost up to 600 baht,
but | was told far fewer of them
were being paid.)

When returning from
Washington Square, my taxi
turned into the bedlam of Soi
Nana at closing time. The road
was impassable.

Tuk-tuk drivers in Patong
areunanimously opposed to early
closing, and most even took part
in the failed protest last month.
But that doesn’t seem to be the
casewiththeir counterpartsinthe
capital, wheretouristsmakeup a
considerable — but not an over-
whelming — majority of fares:

My taxi driver: “The early
closing times are good. Thaksin
isright. He sthe strong leader we

have needed all
1 along. People
who fight the
government,
like the terror-
istsinthe South,
have all been
brainwashed.
How would you
like it if your
country looked
like this?’

An inter-
esting question,
and one well
worth ponder-
ing. I’'mnot sure
whether | would mind it or not,
but | am sure that my mother
wouldn’t approve.

NO MORE
HANGOVER o

email to:

Rare bargain: After quite a bit
of pavement pounding | think |
may have found the best value ac-
commodationsin the Nana area:
It's called Orchid House, and at
550 baht anight you get UBCTV,
hot water, a fridge, a king-size
bed with afirm mattressand, best
of al, no disgusting mite-and-
fungi-infested carpeting on the
floor. Just nice, clean tiles.

Cyber surcharge: The Orchid
House is a rare bargain in the
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Nanaarea, whereripoffsand out-
rageous overcharging tendto pre-
dominate. One Internet shop
there has the audacity to charge
50 baht for 15 minutes — yet it
was packed with foreigners.

When one considers that a
good Internet caféin Phuket City,
like the plush AK Internet in
Samkong, chargesjust 15 baht an
hour, the price differential works
out at afactor of morethan 13:1.

But that’s only half the
story. The connection speed at
AK Internet is also about 10
times faster than its competitor
inthe capital. Calculating thedif-
ference in megabytes/second/
baht (if such a unit exists), the
factor would haveto bemorelike
130:1— nothing the Nana shop
can justify by having to pay
higher rent.

InterNanational: But that' swhy
Nana continues to boom: it has
established itself as a central
point in Bangkok where naive
foreigners, who either don't
know or don’t care that they are
being ripped off, tend to congre-
gate. Many of Patong’sresidents
would feel right at home there.

TheNanaareadoeshaveits
positive points, though. The Thai
word nana can be trandated as
“various’ or “different”.

In the case of Soi Nana, it
isalmost certainly an abbreviated
form of the word nanachaad,
which means “internationa”.

The name is apt. On any
given day, there are probably
more international “financial
transactions’ taking placewithin
a one-kilometer radius of the
Nana Intersection than there are
in the entire American state of
Minnesota.

It'sal pureforeignincome,
and it just keeps rolling in — no
matter what the government does
to try and regulate it.

Slow but steady

st about everybody | talk
o these days knows and
nderstands the impor-
tance of a regular fitness
program, and many dream of
being strong, fit and healthy.
But one of the biggest
myths doing the rounds is that
one must exercise every day in
order for it to be beneficial.
“Keep moving and be ac-
tive,” say the experts. “Daily ac-
tivity isgood for you.” Of course
it is, but for some
people this appears
too much of a
daunting task and,
consequently, they
do no exercise at
all.
So just what
should you do?
First of all,
let's back up and
deal with starting a
fitness program.
Unless you

gym equipment, |

recommend you join a fitness
club or hire apersonal trainer to
help get you started.

Just asimportant is to talk
to the club manager, fitness in-
structor or personal trainer first.
Ask what regime will be set for
you in order to for you to reach
your goals. Yes, you must have
some goals — so write them
down.

Twice-weekly fithess pro-
gram: One of the most common
mistakes made is when people
joinaclub and jumpinway over
their headsby training every day
—sometimes for several hours a
day — for a couple of months.
They then giving up because
they haven't seen much im-
provement and becausethey feel
tired.

Giving up is a often a di-
rect result of having undertaken
the wrong fitness program. The
body cannot take that degree of
exercise day in, day out. People

Fitness
FANATIC

have some past ex- E— squats, deadlifts,
perience in fitness By Jpe and_ lunges and bench
and have your own Pensri Lewis presses — to work

miss a day’s exercise, then two
days, then a week and before
you know it, a month has gone.
Then they stop altogether.

Good results can be
achieved by doing just two 30-
minute workouts each week.
Thisregime may not get you fit
enough for the Olympics but it
will make you fitter and leave
you feeling good about yourself.
Moreisbetter —obviously —but
twice-weekly exercise works
and it may prompt
you to do more
when you are
ready for it.

A typical
twice-weekly pro-
gram should fea-
ture:

*18 minutes
of weight training
including one or
two sets of 12-15
reps of compound
exercises—such as

the major muscle
groups,

12 minutes of cardiovas-
cular exercise such astreadmill,
bike, outdoor running, brisk
walking or swimming.

Start off with a few min-
utes rest between the weight-
training setsif you need to. You
will notice that as your fitness
improvesyou will need lessrest
between sets.

You can effect anoticeable
change in the exterior of your
body in just 30 days, with re-
duced body fat and increased
muscle strength.

There should a so be some
very positive changes going on
insideyou. Theseshouldinclude
a lower resting heart rate, lower
cholesterol, lower blood sugar
levelsand lower blood pressure
—toanamejust afew.

Pensri & Joe Lewis are fithess
and equipment consultants at
Fitness R Us. Tel: 09-8663736
Email: jlewis@loxinfo.co.th.
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|gnoring markets may be fatal

Phuket’sMalaysianrival, Langkawi, opened its 71,400-square-meter
Mahsuri International Exhibition Centre (MIEC) next totheisland’s
airport some 15 years ago. Like the proposed Phuket International
Convention & Exhibition Center (ICEC), it can host meetings of up
to 3,000 people.

But apart from the Langkawi International Maritime and Aero-
space Exhibition once every two years, atravel show and acar show,
the MIEC has seen very little business — hardly the way to recoup
the millions of ringgit the government invested. Had this been a pri-
vate-sector project, one suspectsit would have been mothballed long
ago.

The MIEC is perhaps an extreme example, but it does provide
an example for those who believe that Phuket only has to build the
ICEC to entice hundreds of thousands of people from around the
world to line up and book space.

That dream is unlikely to be fulfilled. For a start, Phuket is
coming from way behind. It would have to compete with such re-
gional expo giants as Hong Kong and Singapore, which have spent
decadesbuilding up their clientele and refining their products. Phuket
would al so face competition from Bangkok, with itswell-established
expo facilities, not to mention excellent facilities further afield in
South Korea, China and particularly in Japan.

All these rivals have well-established supporting infrastruc-
ture — local transport, international flights and accommodation.
Phuket does not. Theroadsto thefavored sitesare small and clogged.
The airport cannot accommodate flights by the largest aircraft, so
many visitors must come via Bangkok, adding hours to the journey.

The mgjor concentrations of hotelsin Phuket are nowhere near
the proposed sites. Only one hotel near the Saphan Hin site could be
described as being of international standard. The sameistrueof Mai
Khao Beach. The proposed Chao FaCity site has, asyet, no hotelsat
all. Putting conventioneers up in hotels on the west coast would cre-
ate alogistical nightmare.

It also has to be realized that the MICE (meetings, incentives,
conventionsand exhibitions) industry isat |east as vulnerable— prob-
ably more vulnerable — than the tourism industry. While there will
always be tourists who will brave or ignore economic uncertainty,
health scares or terrorist threats, conventioneers and exhibitors stay
at home in times of uncertainty.

Thus far, all discussion of the ICEC has been about the poten-
tial benefits to Phuket, but little has been heard about market re-
search. That's an omission that must be rectified before the project
goes any further. - The Editor
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Look on the bright
side — when the buyers arrive,
we’ll have no competition.

CHART.

Let}ers

The Gazetteis pleased to receive mail from read-
ers. Please write to us at 367/2 Yaowarat Rd,
Amphur Muang, Phuket 83000, fax to 076-213971
or send an email to editor@phuketgazette.net

Driven off the beach
by howling jet-skis

On my second day in Phuket, |
went to my favorite beach in
Thailand, Karon Beach — emer-
ald-blue seq, like apainting, and
astonishing sunsets, just awe-
some!

| have been to many places,
but in my opinion Karon is one
of the most beautiful beachesin
theworld. It'sajews.

| fell inlovewith the beach
four years ago, and despite what
aforeigner once said in the Ga-
zette about people coming to
Phuket not for itsbeauty and pris-
tine nature but for something else
(he probably meant the bars in
Patong), | still think Phuket has
nature worth protecting. Let the
barflies hang around in Pattaya
or Patong, because the acohol
has blinded them to their beauti-
ful surroundings.

But when | returned to my
favorite beach, what did | see?
Jet-skis and parasails, sights |
hoped | would never see at
Karon. | knew they were in
Patong, but | was happy they
were kept out of Karon.

During my previous visit
earlier thisyear, thingswere still
peaceful. Now it'sall screeching,
like | would hear if | wasin the
dentist’s chair having my teeth
drilled, and the stink of gasoline
everywhere, and why? Just to let
some |ocal fisherboys have their
own business and a higher in-
come?

A few jet-skis now domi-
nate the whole beach. Even if
they have no customers, the op-
erators are on them the whole
time. It'sterrible. | cannot believe
the stink, noise and disturbance.

How many of thevisitorsto
Karon are so blind, deaf and un-

caring about anyone and any-
thing but their own fun? Not
many, I’ m sure.

Now I will haveto look for
another destination, after four
years of good holidays. I'm dis-
appointed.

K Kollitsch
Amsterdam

Morality in an evil
environment

As aTha woman who isnot in
the sex business, | suggest that
thereal cause of the“flesh trade”
IS not easy to resolve — or even
to see, and many people don't
understand what the real roots
are.

| don’t mean to offend any-
one who says education and bet-
ter social security will help with
this [Letters, Gazette, October
30], but education isn’t necessar-
ily the answer. It's more about
moral s— people must know how
to weigh the good and bad, then
choose to do good rather than
bad.

Students nowadays are
happy to do whatever it takes to
buy the latest fashion accesso-
ries, so long as they don’t have
to use their brains or work for
them.

These students are edu-
cated people, and educated
people don't use labor, they use
brainpower to find work that
doesn’t requiretheir physica la-
bor.

Why? Because they think
that astheir bodiesaretheirs, that
they have every right to do what-
ever they want with them — as
long as it doesn’t harm other
people.

AsreportedinaTha news-
paper recently, high-school girls
are offering live Internet shows

with your views for publication in our next issue.
We reserve the right to edit all letters. Pseud-
onyms are acceptable only if your full name and
address are supplied.

for a 300-baht phone card. The
more you pay, the more you see.
Pay enough and you can ask the
girl out.

Why are these girls doing
this? Becausethey know they are
good looking and they exploit
their looks to the full.

“Who cares?’ they think,
“I"mnot hurting anybody, in fact,
I’'m making people happy. It's
easy, funand | get money for it.”

Believe me, morality isthe
only solution to the flesh-trade
problem.

How can you remain good
when the goodnessin your heart
is up against an evil environ-
ment?

How far can your strength
and determination go to win out
against evil?

Thesearethereal questions
— and when we find some an-
swers to them we will be able to
solve the problem.

Sinee Hans
Koh Kaew

Not so intellectual
property

We live on an island with one of
themost dynamic—and certainly
most fascinating — property mar-
kets in the world.

However, when turning to
the property section of the Ga-
zette of November 13 for insight
and information, we find instead
almost an entire page devoted to
apointlessrant [Graham Doven's
Larger Than Life column] about
how Aussiewomen with ajob to
do are seemingly unwilling to
make themselves window dress-
ing for ogling men — and other
drivel.

What a shame!

Lana Willocks-Chanhom
Chalong

L etters conveying views and suggestions are published here. Those seeking comment from government
officials and/or business ownersare published in Issues & Answers on the facing page.
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Police need to smarten up their act

FIRST
PERSON

huket native Pol Lt Col Wijit Sanguansak, 78, retired after 58
years of service in the Royal Thai Police, where he served as an
Inspector in Chumphon before finishing his career as Deputy Super-
intendent in Surat Thani. He is now on the Kusornlatham Foundation
committee and also sits on the Governor’s advisory committee.
He is now a vocal critic of local police, who he feels are failing in
their responsibility to keep local roads safe.
He is also dismayed that the Chalong police have failed to in-
vestigate the destruction of a section of wall constructed by the
Kusornlatham Foundation around the controversial ‘paupers’ grave-

raffic police in Phuket
don’t care about their
duty. They turn up to
direct traffic in front of
schoolsin the morning, then they
just disappear all day before re-
turning when the school s get out.

Yes, they set up check-
points [to collect fines], but they
don’'t make a sustained effort at
enforcing traffic law, which is
their duty.

Senior policedon’t monitor
on-duty traffic police these days.
In the past, Superintendents had
to makeinspectionsevery morn-
ing and find waysto solvetraffic
problems. | think every traffic
police box should be monitored
by senior police officials.

Ensuring that every driver
hasalicenceisone regquirement,
but currently many police neglect
to do this. It'scommon for offic-
ers to stop motorists, collect a
fine, and then send them on their
way. Some officerseven say it's
not their responsibility to keep
unlicenced drivers off the roads
— that the Transport Office are
responsible for this.

But that's not true. Police
have a duty to check all vehicles
for this and other violations.

The majority of drivers
here havelittle knowlege of traf-
fic law. When issuing fines, po-
lice should educate violators as
necessary, otherwise they will
just keep making the same mis-
takes.

Inmy day, policewereable
to control traffic to a reasonable
degree. | understand that there
are alot more cars on the roads
now, but | still think they should
be capable of carrying out their
duties in this regard. Why
shouldn’t they? There are more
roadsigns in Phuket now than
ever before.

yard’ at Friendship Beach.

Also, police aren’t suffi-
ciently committed to punishing
serious offenders, such as those
who flee accident scenes. Police
should investigate, pursue and
arrest such offenders. They have
the responsibility and authority
to do this, but they seldom exer-
ciseit.

When | was stationed in
Chumphon, | once arrested a po-
liceman who ran over someone,
killing him. I made the arrest
myself, but when | took him in
to the station, | was asked by the
Superintendent to sign off his
release on bail.

But | didn't do it because |
didn’t think it was right and
might affect the investigation.
After that, everybody understood
that | did things by the book and
left me alone.

But here there are seldom
any arrests for hit-and-run driv-
erswho kill people, and thisjust
encourages people to flee acci-
dent scenes—becausethey aren’t
worried about the police.

And when the police do

catch people who cause acci-
dents, they only finethem. It'sno
wonder there are so many repeat
offenders.

Thewholething boilsdown
to the police not being serious
about controlling traffic. Last
December, | was pulled over for
not wearing a seatbelt. | had just
pulled out of the Wachira Phuket
Hospital parking lot when my
mobile rang, so | hadn’t buckled
up yet.

| showed the low-ranking
officer my old police D card, but
he gave me a200 baht ticket any-
way. When | got to the Phuket
City Police Station they told me
| didn’t have to pay the fine, but
| insisted on doing so just to show
them up.

Although | am an adviser to
the Governor and have other im-
portant connections, | never try
to use them in cases like this.

Another bad point of the
traffic police is that the careers
of officers who issue the most
fines are fast-tracked. This cre-
ates atemptation [to write out as

many tickets as possible, in the
easiest way possible].

Nowadays, the police are
setting up more checkpointsthan
ever and fining traffic violators.
They should also take away their
licences and keep them until the
violator has passed atest on traf-
fic regulations.

When | wasapoliceofficer,
we had to follow the the regula
tions closely when issuing fines
— and produce evidence. Nowa-
days it seems that everything is
left up to the officers’ discretion.
And nowadays just about every
officer has his own private car.

On television, police are
always complaining that they
don’'t get enough cooperation
from the public. | don’'t think
that’strue. Most people are will-
ing to give cooperation to gov-
ernment officers, aslong asthey
get some back.

It'satwo way street. If you
aren’'t good and fair to people,
how can you expect them to co-
operate?

| was assigned to Chum-

phon, Takua Pa and many other
places where | didn’'t know any-
body. | was even sent off to deal
with communist insurgents, but
| never had a problem establish-
ing a rapport with the locals
based on good faith.

Nowadays, [the police] are
not creating public confidence,
but rather resentment and even
hatred.

| feel sorry when | go to
meetings and the subject of the
policeisraised. When | say bad
things about the police, they ask
me “Hey, you were a police of-
ficer —why are you always say-
ing bad things about them?’ | re-
ply that | am just speaking truth-
fully and fairly.

| have heard many visitors
from Bangkok and other places
complain about driving skillsin
Phuket. They wonder why people
don’'t follow thetraffic ruleshere,
passing wherever and whenever
they want and failing to stay in
their lanes.

The police must get serious
about their duty [and crack down
on moving violations] here.

The other big problem is
police don't bother making out
reportsfor people—becausethey
are too lazy. They only enter the
evidenceinthedaily log “asevi-
dence’ [that something hap-
pened)].

If | went to report some-
thing to the police and they re-
fused to make out afull report, |
would charge them with derelic-
tion of duty under section 147 of
the penal code.

But most people are afraid
to charge police, because nowa-
daysyou seealot of storiesabout
police involved in crime and
murders to silence witnesses.
Thisisasoahig part of the prob-
lemsin the Deep South.

What should a copy of
my passport show?

| wasinterested and disturbed to
read in Issues & Answersin the
Phuket Gazette of September 23,
2004, about the need for all visi-
torsto carry their passports, or a
copy, with them at all times.

I must confess that | was
totally ignorant of this require-
ment, though | have been travel-
ling to Thailand annually for the
last 15 years or so.

| should welcome clarifica
tion on the following point:

Isit necessary for the copy
of the passport to be made once
oneisin Thailand, so asto show
the immigration stamp and date
of entry? Or isit sufficient for a
copy to be made outside Thai-
land, which would of course pro-
vide al the other identification
details, aswell asthe visa?

Mark H. Burrill
Honolulu

Pal Lt Col Panudej Sookwong,
Superintendent of the Phuket
Tourist Police, replies:

You should get the photo-
copy of the passport made after
you come into Thailand. That
way we can check everything —
name, nationality, date of entry,
expiration date of visa and pass-
port, last destination and so on.
If you make the copy before you
come to Thailand, we cannot
check all thisinformation.

If you are worried about
losing your passport, you can
leaveit in the hotel and have the
front office manager or another
person in authority sign the pho-
tocopy and write his name and
position on it to verify it is an
accurate copy.

However, the Gazette notesthat
the “photocopy rule’ appears

not to apply everywhere. Pol
Maj Phanthana Nutchanart, of
the Bangkok Investigation
Tourist Police (Division 2),
Stresses:

Tourists must carry their
passports with them at all times.
Thisisan international rule.

A passport is like an ID
card; if you don’'t have it with
you, the police may arrest you.

| ssues&,
ANSWERS

Want to know how to get something done?
Can’t understand some of the dafter things that
seem to go on in Phuket? Want to pitch an idea
to Phuket’s authorities or institutions? Then this

is the forum for you.
Submit your queries or suggestions to us and
we’ll ask the appropriate people to respond to
them.

Write to: The Phuket Gazette, 367/2 Yaowarat Rd, Muang,
Phuket 83000. Fax 076-213971, or submit your issue at
www.phuketgazette.net

Buying a car asatourist

| went to Phuket Provincial
Transportation Office (PPTO)
and took along all the documents
the chief said | would need when
he replied to my previous ques-
tion about buying acar asatour-
ist. But the man behind the
counter refused to complete the
transfer because | was atourist.

How can | now proceed,
given that officers at the PPTO
won't do as their chief has pub-
licly stated?

Steve
Phuket

Teerayuth Prasertphol, Chief
Technical Officer of the Phuket

Provincial Transportation Of-
fice (PPTO), replies:

Itispossiblethat the offcier
you saw didn’t realize that atour-
ist may own a car. You should
bring the documents| referred to
earlier [see Phuket Gazette, Sep-
tember 18] and ask for me at the
PPTO.
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Are the old traditions dying out?

Dear Momma Duck,

Before | came to Thailand
three years ago — the first time |
had ever visited the country — |
tried to learn as much about the
cultureas| could from booksand
the Internet.

| don’t know whether | mis-
interpreted the information |
found, whether it was simply
wrong or just out of date, but
there were anumber of Thai so-
cietal normsreported that | have
rarely seen put into practice.

One example was to do
with the eating of rice. | recall
reading that it was customary to
acknowledge the importance of
rice by —almost asaway of say-
ing “grace” — eating one spoon-
ful of plain rice before launch-
ing into the rest of the meal.

In my time here, in many
different settings, in restaurants
and in the homes of Thai people
al over the country, | haveyet to
seeasingle person dothis. Isthat
custom simply *“old-fashioned”
now?

| alsoread that both thevery
young and the very old —but par-
ticularly the aged —are venerated
in Thai culture. Apart from cer-
tain ceremonies carried out at
Songkran, | have rarely seen the
elderly being given a great deal
of respect.

Doorsarenot held open for

them, driversdo not stop for them
a pedestrian crossings and they
are often left sitting alonein res-
taurantswhiletheir familiescarry
on around them. “ Respecting the
old” appearsto belittlemorethan
empty words.

In contrast, during thetimes
that | have enjoyed the company
of bargirls for the night, hardly
one of them has not, beforeretir-
ing to bed, bowed and touched
her head to the pillow thrice, as,
| understand, practicing Bud-
dhistsare supposed to. However,
the number of Thai girls | have
known who did not work in bars
never did this.

Isn’'t it ironic that these
“working women”, sometimes
thought of as pariahs, are in fact
keeping alivesomeof theold tra-
ditions, while the “ good people”
ignore them?

Thomas Fowler, Phuket

Dear Thomas,

Your observation is quite
acute. | feel that during my life-
time there have been many
changes in our practices, al-
though the underlying beliefsre-
mainsimilar. | supposetheactivi-
ties you describe can be consid-
ered part of the “old fashioned
way”.
Inthearchaic form of Thai
language, riceiscalled PraMae

Prosop, which means “Mother
Rice”, and the ritual you de-
scribe was to show respect and
think about how much effort and
painit takesfor afarmer to grow
rice.

Today, we still teach our
children about theway to eat rice
but the practice of
eating aspoonful of
plainrice to start a
meal has fallen by
the wayside, at
least in the urban
areas.

Another fac-
tor is that most of
the new, urbanized
generation of Thais
have never planted

derstanding the importance of
rice. When | was young my
mother always reminded me to
finishthericethat wasleft onthe
plate, but the “throw-away” cul-
ture has certainly arrived, with
little concern about taking only
what you can eat. It bothers me
when | see the
amount of food
wasted at big wed-
dings in fancy ho-
tels.

As for the
practice of respect-
ing the elderly, that
varies very much
from one personto
another, but | do
agree that it is

rice — or any other
crop — and have
probably never
even seen farm
work firsthand.
They simply have
no idea about the
back-breaking
work of planting and harvesting
rice.

In Phuket, activericefields
are disappearing at an alarming
rate and | can think of only a
couple of places where you can
still seericeinthefields.

With thislack of reality for
urban Thais to witness, we can-
not really blame them for not un-

Momma
DUCK

By Wanida Hongyo
momma@phuketgazette.net

slowly disappear-
ing.

However, as
you have probably
noticed, there is a

K big difference be-
tween the respect
and politeness
Thais exhibit face-to-face with
people they know and their be-
havior in public with peoplethey
don’'t know.

All the examples you gave
are from the “public” arena
where we are often not as polite
and respectful as you might see
inthe culturesof northern Europe
or the Americas.

We don't stop for anyone at
pedestrian crossings, much less
for old people to cross. Indeed,
you could easily cause an acci-
dent if you happen to stop ab-
ruptly at apedestrian crossing, so
make sure that you check your
rear-view mirror first.

WE' realso not very good at
gueuing, although the idea is
catching on in some banks and
other places.

However, at home and in
family groups and at occasions
such as weddings or funerals,
you'll see us being very respect-
ful to the elderly

Regarding your comment
about the seemingly unusual tra-
ditional behavior of bar-girls, the
answer is realy quite simple —
they tend to come from poor ru-
ral areaswhere most ritual tradi-
tions are still practiced.

Urban Thaistend to regard
such practicesold-fashioned, and
not trendy.

My perspectiveisthat what
isinyour heart and the way you
liveismuch moreimportant than
simply going to the temple regu-
larly, but traditional rituals have
an important place in binding a
community together.

And yes, | do indeed think
that some bar-girls are “good
people’. They can be as “good”
as any other group.

A1IRARINGTINGA

2nd floor Central Festival Phuket Tel: 076-249657-59

BUY BETTER HAIR
AT 50% LESS THAN
YOU PAY AT HOME

If you're already using some kind of hair replacement system, don’t leave Phuket
without checking out the quality and prices of Svenson products.

Svenson is the leading name for hair products outside Japan and Europe. You'll
discover a truly superior quality than at home at up to 50% less cost.

Look at hairweaves, clip-on wigs, hair pieces and extensions - all beautiful natural
young hair, all prepared for semi or permanent fixing. Call Svenson now for a free
consultation or simply walk in.

We’'re close by!

SPECIAL ADD-HAIR 30% - 50% DISCOUNT
TOURIST PROMOTION ENDS DECEMBER 15

- Cosmetic Transdermal Reconstruction « Total Hair Restoration Weaves
* Wigs Male / Female Extensions * Advanced International Add-Hair Systems
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www.svensonhalrcenter.com
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Building cost hike led by steel shortage

By Kamol Pirat

PHUKET: Every first-year eco-
nomics student knows that the
primary cause of inflation — re-
gardless of the commaodity in-
volved — is too much money
chasing too few goods.

Phuket’s current housing
boom is a case in point and the
sameimmutable law of inflation
is having an effect on the prices
of construction materials them-
selves.

According to Ratree Dub-
soke, Chief of the Phuket Provin-
cial Internal Trade Office
(PPITO), the prices of many con-
struction materials have risen by
at least 5% in the past year.

In some cases, the rise in
prices has been spectacular.
Steel, particularly reinforcing
bar, or rebar, has risen in price
by around 38% in Phuket, with a

10-meter length of 12mm rebar
that sold for 87 baht |ast year now
selling for 120 baht.

Figuresfrom MEPS (Inter-
national) Ltd —a UK-based steel
industry consultancy company
that monitors steel prices and
trends — show that the price of
rebar worldwide increased by
more than 45% in the first four
monthsof thisyear. Theprice has
since fluctuated but without sta-
bilizing.

Indices for the Asian rebar
market echo this, showing anin-
crease of 34% in the year to
April, with prices continuing to
fluctuate since then.

A recent headline at the
MEPS website, www.meps.co.
uk, sums up the situation by say-
ing that steel prices are “...un-
paraleled in recent history”.

K. Ratreeattributestherise
in the cost of rebar to increases

in the costs of the raw materials
required for steel production.
There has been a worldwide
shortage of coke, necessary to
fire the furnaces, and steel pro-
ducers have passed on their in-
creased costs to consumers.

But demand remains high
in aimost every market, espe-
cialy Europe, Asia and the US,
and the consumer is paying.

K. Ratree said the PPITO
has checked with five steel-prod-
ucts suppliers in Phuket — those
known to have suppliesin excess
of 100 tons of steel —and found
that none of them is stockpiling
rebar or other building materias
in an effort to drive up prices ar-
tificialy.

There hasalso been signifi-
cant increases in the costs of
other building basics, including
one item commonly used in the
Thai market —the 10m x 22cm x

22cm concrete foundation pile.

Prices in 2003 were 1,596
baht per unit, but 2004 has seen
the price rise to around 1,703
baht, an increase of around 7%.

Although standard-sized
concrete blocks of 39cm x 19cm
X 9cm are, at 10 baht apiece, one
of the cheaper essentials of most
buildings, this price still repre-
sents an 11% increase on 2003
prices.

Surprisingly, the price of
cement has not increased at any-
thing like the same rate. “Tiger”
brand cement, manufactured in
Thailand by the Siam Cement
Group, still retailsat 122 baht for
a50-kilogram bag, the sameprice
aslast year, whilethe company’s
“Elephant” brand Portland ce-
ment sells for 137 baht per 50kg
bag, an increase of lessthan one
baht form last year.

The increased prices will

inevitably be passed on to the
consumer, pushing up the prices
of new homes.

One project manager, Kier-
tichai Keawbumrung, of the
Royal Estate Park housing
project, acknowledged therisein
prices of almost al raw materi-
as, including wood, which, he
said, had increased by between
30% and 40%.

“Theseriseshavedefinitely
had an impact on the cost of
building, and theincreased price
of each [new] housewill be have
to be borne by the buyers.

“The government should
help the construction industry by
stabilizing the prices of, for ex-
ample, steel and oil. This will
help the industry and the con-
sumer,” he said.

Whether the government
will heed such calls remains to
be seen.

ON THE MOVE

Lenka Juraskova, from the
Czech Republic, has been ap-
pointed Mar-
keting Commu-
Y nications Man-
ager of the W
W Marriott
| Phuket Resort
¥ & Spa. She has
| a master’s de-
“— greeinEnglish,
American studies and philology
from Charles University in
Prague. Her experienceincludes
working as spokeswoman and
Marketing Director for the
Prague International Music Fes-
tival, and as a trandator and in-
terpreter for the Czech govern-
ment.

Somphop Vilailert, 41, from
Ayudhaya, is the new Food and
_ BeverageMan-
ager at Le
Royal Meridien
Phuket Yacht
= Club. K. Som-
« phop graduated
'S from Khoo
| Khaeng Busi-

- ness Institute
withamini MBA. Hisexperience
in F&B includes working as
Manager of Henry J Bean's Bar
and Grill at theAmari Watergate
Hotel, and with the Dusit Thani
Hotel and the Regent Bangkok
hotel, all in Bangkok.

Siripen Amornsirichutipon,
from Phang Nga, has been ap-
pointed Spa
Manager of the
Hilton Phuket
Arcadia Resort
& Spa. K. Siri-
pen has a de-
greein commu-
nication arts
from Sukhothai
Thammathiray University in
Bangkok. Her experience in-
cludes working as Assistant Spa
Manager at the Banyan Tree
Phuket, and as Spa Manager at
the Rayavadee Resort in Krabi.

Europe will suffer from weak dollar

ast week’sarticle cov-

ered, among other

things, reasonsfor the

current weakness of
the US dollar. It was interest-
ing to notethat after that article
was written, US Treasury Sec-
retary John Snow came out
with astatement on the eve of a
10-day visit to Europe and made
the same points.

To recap, the US is not
concerned with the rise of the
euro against thedollar. Theeuro
zone must do moreto stimulate
domestic demand by imple-
menting structural reforms, es-
pecialy to labor laws, as well
asreducetaxation, stimulate pri-
vate initiative and address the
pension problem.

These are vital require-
mentsthat need to be addressed
urgently. Onelook at thezone's
economic growth statisticsbears
this out. The latest figures for
the third quarter of 2004 show
that the German economy grew
by just 0.1% in the quarter and
the Euro zoneasawholeby only
0.3%.

Japan has announced its
growth for the third quarter and
it mirrored Germany, a meager
0.1%. This was well below ex-
pectations, but as machinery
ordersand industrial production
figures had also caused disap-
pointment, the lackluster GDP
figures were no surprise.

However, while Mr Snow
is correct in what he says, that
isnot thewholestory. Certainly,
most of the US current account
deficit can be explained by low
euro zone and Japanese domes-
tic demand. Thisdoes not affect
exports to the US, but it does
affect exports from the US to
those economies.

The US has two aresas it
must address. First: the budget
deficit. This was acceptable in
2001 and 2002, and maybe in
2003 when the US economy was
in a tight position and govern-

ment spending was a useful
stimulus.

However, those days are
past and government spending
must fall so that the national debt
does not spiral out of control.
Many people point out that the
war in Irag is an expensive busi-
ness, but at a projected cost of
US$130 billion for this year
alone, it goes nowhere near ex-
plaining the massive deficit.

The second problem is so-
cia security costs. Mr Snow is
correct that euro zone states must
deal with the public pension
problem. European demograph-
icsarefrightening —and combin-
ing an aging population with a
low birth rate and unemployment
benefits for an average of 9% of
the working age population, it is
no wonder that the three largest
economies of the zone are run-
ning unhealthy budget deficits.

France, for example, istry-
ing to curb its budget deficit by
using the proceeds of privatiz-
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By Richard Watson

ation. However, that is
akin to using savingsto
maintain lifestyle. The
long-term solution must
betoincreaseincomeor
reduce expenditure.

Returning to the
US social security prob-
lem, the US is seeing its “baby
boom” generation approach re-
tirement. The US demographic
situation is not as bad as that of
most European countries, but it
isstill serious.

The US Federal Reserve
has now released its minutes
from its meeting on November
10. These, too, revea concern
about social security and the bud-
get deficit, and thisis not for the
first time.

The real problem is that
both the Republicansand Demo-
crats continually avoid these is-
sueshecausethey dolittletogain
votesin an election.

Atleastinthe USthey have
good economic growth, and that
bringsin government revenuein
many ways, including higher cor-
poratetax receipts. That said, the
growth is till going to be insuf-
ficient to cut the budget deficit
to areasonable level.

In the meantime, the US
dollar will continue to suffer.

European finance ministers are
now muttering about intervening
in currency markets to support
the dollar, not because they want
to save America, but because
they are terrified that export de-
mand could dry up with an ex-
pensive euro.

If the US dollar continues
its slide against other major cur-
rencies, it islikely to fall further
than most analysts are currently
predicting. Thisis because mar-
kets tend to overreact, and cur-
rency markets are no exception.

In addition, many hedge
funds and other currency partici-
pants are already “short” on the
dollar, betting that it will fall fur-
ther, and will increasetheir finan-
cial commitmentsif it provesto
be a successful strategy. In fact,
there may be a role for central
bank intervention to boost the
value of the dollar if only to cre-
ate a two-way market and cause
some speed bumps to appear on
this downhill dollar road.

Richard Watson runs Global Port-
foliosCo Ltd, a Phuket-based per-
sonal financial planning service.
Hecan bereached at Tel and Fax:
076-381997, Mobile: 01-
0814611. Email: imm@loxinfo.
co.th.

The Greenhouse

International Preschool and Kindergarten

‘Open Day

6 December 2004 8am-3pm
Greenhouse invites their friends to a grand

Open Day for pre-school children 2-5 years.

Find out about future expansion and new programs

For more information
Tel: 0 7623 8756 or inquiry@greenhouse-phuket.com

S BDP

Transport
Air/Sea-Freight
Forwarding
Spedition
Storage

Only International Forwarding
Agent in Phuket
(European Management)

17 Years’ Experience in Thailand

52/22 Chaofa (west) Rd,
Vichit, Muang, Phuket 83000
Tel: 076-263169 Mobile: 01-9703136
Fax: 076-355242
email: phuket@bdpthai.com
web: www.bdpthai.com
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Plis Play leads Hocux cux 2 as she heads to ctory in last

n —

year’'s King’s Cup Regatta. Plis Play is staying away this year,
while Hocux Pocux 2 will be competing in the premier cruising

class.

— Photo by Guy Nowell

59 yachts registered
for King's Cup

PHUKET: At least 59 yachts are
expected to race off Phuket and
surrounding islands in the 18"
Phuket King's Cup Regatta,
which will be held from Decem-
ber 4to 11.

At the time of writing, no-
table absences from the list of
starters were Plis Play, which
won last year’s King's Cup less
than two weeks after being
launched in Malacca, and Ray
Ordoveza's Clariden-Karakoa,
which came second.

However, Neil Pryde, in Hi
Fiddlity, will be back vying for
another King's Cup trophy to add
to his collection, as will Peter
Ahernin Yo!, which won top hon-
orsin 2002.

Ruby Tuesday and Di Hard
will aso be back to compete in

the IRC class, as will Viroj
Nualkhair in Octopussy, which
last year came second in the
class, though it seems La Sa-
mudrawill not be back to defend
her title as IRC champion.

Other local favorites al-
ready entered in the regatta are
Scott Duncanson’s Somtam Ex-
press and Stuart Crowe's Cin-
ders, both of which are expected
to do well.

The number of boatsregis-
tered so far is considerably less
than the numbersthat competed
in the past couple of years.

However, the regatta’s or-
ganizers say that they expect the
pattern of previous years to be
followed, with ahefty number of
last-minute entries.

— ChrisHusted

Aussies dominate
L aguna triathlon

By Dhirarat Boonkongsaen
& Gategaeo Phetsawang

CHERNG TALAY: Austraians
dominated the Laguna Phuket
Triathlon 2004 thismorning, tak-
ing the top three places in the
men’s professional competition,
and winning first place in the
women's professional category.

2002 winner Craig Alex-
ander, from Sydney, crossed the
finish line first, completing the
course in 2 hours 33 minutes 7
seconds. Hot on hisheelswas|ast
year’s winner Simon “Tommo”
Thompson, from Canberra, who
crossed the line just 53 seconds
later.

Fellow Aussie Richard
Cunningham came third, com-
pleting the triathlon in 2:36.50.

Speaking with the Gazette
after completing histhird Laguna
triathlon, Alexander said, “Two
years ago | won by four to five
minutes. | had alarge lead going
into the run, so | could afford to
take it easy. | think this one was
definitely harder.

“What can | say? That was
hard work. That was definitely a
very hard-fought victory.”

Australian Nicole Hackett,
in her first Lagunatriathlon, won
the women'’s professional cat-
egory, completing the course in
2:53.06. Hackett already has an
outstanding athletic record; she

Offshore go 2 points ahead in darts |league

PATONG: In a top-of-the-table
showdown, Off Shore Bar down-
ed Happy Days 7-2 to go ahead
by two points at the top of the
standings.

Happy Days salvaged a
point by winning the beer leg.

November 16 results: Fat
Boy Saloon 0 Nag's Head* 9;
Happy Days* 2 Offshore7; In-

Between* 5 Champs 4; Picca-
dilly 5 Amigos* 4; Two Black
Sheep* 3 Didi’'s 6; Shakers v
Valhalla postponed; (*Winners
of beer leg).

Standings after Novem-
ber 16: 1. OffShore (33); 2.
Happy Days (31); 3. Piccadilly
(29); 4.= Champs, Didi’s, Nag's
Head (27); 7. In-Between (26);

8.= Amigos, Two Black Sheep
(19); 10. Shakers (10); 11. Fat
Boy Saloon (9); 12. Valhalla (1).

November 30 fixtures:
Amigos v Vahalla; Champs v
Didi’s, Happy Daysv Two Black
Sheep; In-Between v Fat Boy
Saloon; Off Shorev Nag's Head,
Shakers v Piccadilly (Home
teams first).

58/9 Soi Patong Resort, Bangla Rd, Patong Beach
166/79 Chaweng Rd, Chaweng Beach, Koh Samui

*open 9 am till late
* happy hours 3 pm - 6 pm
* satellite TV (inc world news & live English football)

Tel: 076-342685
Tel: 077-230836

NAT

Providing the best business solutions

World-class
Accounting Software

g sae

HIE

Accounting & Tax Services

Thai Tax Courses (in English)

Tax Clinic (For your tax solutions)

Phuket: 076 234993

H.O.: 029489393 Sukhumvit 38; 02 7136655

Pattaya: 03 8378178
Samui Branch: 0 7723 0831

info@thaiaccounting.com
www.thaiaccounting.com
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hopson cool down after taking

first and second places in the triathlon.

was a member of the Australian
Sydney 2000 Olympics squad,
2000 Women'sWorld Champion,
and has been ITU World Cham-
pion three times.

2002 and 2003 women’s
professional champion Carol
Montgomery, from Canada,
camesecond in 2:54.53, followed
by American Barb Linguist who
finished in 2:57.46.

The first Thai across the
finish line was Chadarak Chai-
gamjorn, who completed the
course in 3:09.36 to place 30"
Thenext two Thaistofinishwere
Wuttipat Bunjang (3:15.59), who
camein 38", followed by Santiti
Untabal (3:18.40) in 45" place.

The Phuket Hash House
Harriers — with swimmer Lee
Horwood, cyclist K. Kirkkong
and runner K. Annop, were the
fastest team in the competition,
completing the coursein 3:06.12.

Fellow Thai team SGLPII,
comprising Torsten Richter,
Sukchai Kaotan and Andrew
Jessop, came second (3:10.02),
whilethe Phuket Water Taxi team
of Bill O’ Leary, Pichet Ponglang
and Thomass Flindt, with acom-
bined age of 103, finishedinthird
place with atime of 3:21.52.

The first individual from
Phuket to complete the course
was Priwan Inkaew (3.26.31),
who came in 74" overall.

300,000 join in
mass aer obics

PHUKET CITY: An astonishing
300,000 people in Phuket took
part in mass exercise sessions
around the island on November
20 to honor Their Mg esties the
King and Queen.

The Chief of Phuket Pro-
vincial Health Office, Wanchai
Sattyawutthipong, told the Ga-
zette that Phuket came second in
termsof turnout out of 30 provin-
ces with popul ations of 500,000
or less. Samut Sakhon was first.

At Surakul Stadium, Phuket
Governor Udomsak Usawarang-
kuraand 5,000 students, govern-
ment officials and others gath-
ered to get some exercise and,
immediately afterwards, to mark
the opening of the Phuket Games.

The Games are being held
to decide which youth teamswill
compete in 22 different sportsin
the 21¢ National Youth Games,
to be held at Chaiyaphum from
March 20 to 30.

A total of 1,324 athletes

Gov Udomsak goes for the burn
in the mass aerobics session.

from 14 southern provinces are
taking part in the Phuket Games,
competing in athletics, badmin-
ton, basketball, boxing, bikerac-
ing, dancing, golf, handball, Thai
boxing, pétanque, rugby, takraw,
snooker, soccer, swimming, table
tennis, tae kwon do, tennis, vol-
leyball, beach volleyball, shoot-
ing and weight lifting.

— Gategaeo Phetsawang
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Specializing in planning, design and
supply of commercial and home
fitness equipment. Building Thailand’s
sporting and recreational facilities.

OLANGUAGE  SLANGUAGE

ZSCHOOL ~ =SCHOOL
TEFLPlus® LinguaPlus®

Teacher training Language centre

Your first choice for language classes on Phuket island, with
branches in Patong, Kata/Karon and Chalong.

Thailand’s best value TEFL course at only 27,500 Baht.

Patong Language School
Aroonsom Square, Patong, Kathu, Phuket 83150
Tel 0 7634 0373 Fax 0 7634 0873
Karon Language School
Karon Plaza, Patak Road, Karon, Phuket 83100
Tel 0 7639 8282 Fax 0 7639 8283
LinguaPlus Language Centre
86/6 Wiset Road, Chalong, Phuket 83000
Tel/lFax 0 7628 0368
TEFLPlus Teacher Training
www.teflplus.com info@teflplus.com
info@phuket-languageschool.com  www.phuket-languageschool.com

[KEEHINI| Quality in products

Sports Engineering And Recreation Asia Ltd. 100/430 Chalermprakiat Ror 9 Road, Muang, Phuket 83000 ° .
Tel: 076 355 040 Fax: 076 355 039 E-mail: phuket@searasports.com, E-mail: cj@searasports.com T ru St INn service
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N 4 © We sell and service electrical equipment, lamps, lightbulbs, air ——

conditioners, communication systems, closed-circuit television [cctv], i

security alarms, fire alarms, motors, generators, water pumps, washing

machines, water filter tanks, hot water systems, electrical hoists, televisions, refrigerators,

high pressure power-jet cleaners, power tools, transmission gears, valve equipment, elc.
© We design and install electrical systems, switchboards, air conditioners, dumb waiters, etc.

WL
- B25%

108/2 Moo 5 Chalermprakiat Ror 9 Rd, T. Rassada, A. Muang, Phuket 83000.
Sales Tel: 076 261450 Fax: 076 261456-7 Open daily 8 am - 6 pm

Service Tel: 076 261460 Fax: 076 261464 Open Monday-Saturday 8 am - 5 pm
f n t r o I A 4 | | Il | [“eg I | I | I gog ! |
- : nitaryware!and-tiles

[ . P T 1 7] L

powered by DTAC

Tel: 076 261 470-5
E-mail: sanitary@loxinfo.co.th

“My family depends

on me, thankfully | can
depend on my
health care cover

Today...You will have the control over your
international calling choices!

T3\ Canada USA UK Australia Germany France

O [taly China Japan Singapore Malaysia

7 'baht/ ...and 19 destinations more Look afteryour famﬂy from

minute’ To make international call : as little as 10 baht a da%

o

ISMS Enjoy Sending international SMS (ISMS) 300,000 baht worth of medical coverage from only 10 baht a day. —
3 baht/ TO send |SMS E ::::::Z:}I::Z:fr:ur:::;u;::wtr:;h'nentatoverzso hospitals and ORJGN?S';%}?Q
message” / Sl g retomide Tol ree: 1800.76.2872

« Wo e coverage.

Remarks : * Free advice from our health care experis. BUP A
F | prices not including VAT. Offers valid till Dec. 31, 2004 - H mc
For more info, please call #1800 or 0-2202-7000 or visit www.DTAC.co.th ma imize M PPy

BUPA Health Insurance (Thailand) Limited Phuket Branch 156/15 X ot g
, must register before using the service {one -time only) Phang-Nga Rd,T.Taladyai A.Muang Phuket 83000 Tel: 076 355 815 Hea | th Insurance
| Fax: 076 355 814 Email: phuket@bupa.co.th / www.bupathailand.com
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itsubishi Motors,

along with its Thai

subsidiary, Mitsu-

bishi Motors Thai-
land, isto launch thelocally-pro-
duced Grandisminivan under the
name Space Wagon.

This will be the first time
this model is produced outside
Japan for thelocal market and for
export.

The high-roofed “people
carrier” was introduced by Mit-
subishi in 1983. Confusingly, it
was known as the Chariot in Ja-
pan, the Colt Vistain the United
States and the Space Wagon in
Europe.

Theoriginal Space Wagons
had enginesranging from amod-
est 1.6 liters to 2 liters, but the
latest model boastsa2.4-liter unit
producing 165bhp (121kW) with
maximum torque of 217Nm.

Driving the front wheels,
the power plant is mated to ei-
ther a five-speed manual or a
four-speed automatic transmis-
sion with “sports” mode. The
shift lever isdash-mounted, so as
not to encroach on passenger
space.

Seating up to sevenin com-
fort, the Space Wagon is unusual
in that thereis actually space for
everyone—not the case with most
of its rivas, in which the third
row of seats is generally both
near-inaccessible and suitable
only for very short journeys.

The 2.4-liter motor features
gasoline direct injection (GDI),
asystem pioneered by Mitsubishi
and now licensed to a number of
other major manufacturers.

Advantages of the GDI en-
gine are improved power deliv-

atch this
PACE

ery, reduced emissionsand lower
fuel consumption.

It took Mitsubishi engi-
neers severa yearsto perfect the
ideal combustion chamber and

CRANDIS \

piston shape to ensure full burn,
and they had to try a variety of
inlet tract designsbefore arriving
at the optimum length and con-
figuration.

QRANDYS

In independent tests the
GDI motorswere found on aver-
ageto improve fuel economy by
an astonishing 30%. In addition,
torque wasincreased by asmuch
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as 10% and carbon dioxide emis-
sions were reduced by 30%.

All of this seems too good
to be true, but Mitsubishi stands
by thefiguresand claimsits GDI
engineswill meet standardsasfar
ahead as 2010.

Intermsof safety, the Space
Wagon hasbeen criticized by the
influential EuroNCAP authori-
ties, doing badly in the frontal
impact tests, with the driver’s
airbag striking the occupant be-
foreit was fully deployed.

The latest Space Wagons
are equipped with dual front
airbags and front seat belt pre-
tensioners.

The car scored well, how-
ever, insideimpact tests, with the
testers noting that “its occupants
sit above where a conventional
car may strike” and the Space
Wagon “came close to scoring a
maximum in these tests”. It was
aso rated highly for pedestrian
protection.

The Space Wagon is built
at Mitsubishi Motors Thailand’'s
plant in Laem Chabang, in Chon
Buri, and the company aims to
sell 400 vehicles a month in the
Kingdom, with the rest of pro-
duction being exported.

Mitsubishi Motors Thai-
land’s President and CEO, Hisa-
yoshi Kumai, said, “ The new ve-
hicle has been devel oped to meet
the demands of anew generation
of customers.

“It is the culmination of
years of effort by our engineers,
who have produced a car that of -
fersemotional design, smart per-
formance and stylish utility.”

He added, “Thailand pres-
ently manufactures and exports
the Strada and Lancer, and with
the addition of the Space Wagon
we are planning to begin exports
as early as next year.”

Obvious rivals to the Mit-
subishi are the Honda Stream,
(Gazette October 23, 2004) and
the Ford Focus C-Max, although
the latter is considerably more
expensive.

The Space Wagon, how-
ever, was one of thefirst in this
compact MPV segment and
showsno sign of losing itsdomi-
nant position in the market.

Jeff Heselwood may be contacted
by email at jhc@ netvigator.com

HOUSE&POOL

H—

CONSTRUCTION Co..Lid

House & Pool

Construction Co., Ltd. since 1995
Thai - German Management

* Private & commercial construction
* Renovation / alteration

* Swimming pools & Jacuzzis

* Architecture design

* Building permits

85/19 Moo 7 Sai Yaun Rob Koh Road
Rawai, Muang, Phuket 83100
Tel: 076-288845, 388078
Fax: 076-288846
English: 01-6067410 Thai: 01-7192819

E-Mail: info@siam-business.com
www.siam-business.com
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FEEL the FANTASTIC
SPREAD your JOY
CATCH the SPIRIT
DARE to DAZZLE

Our most festive holiday season ever.
Feel the Joy of the Holiday Season with
Special Heartfelt Gifts for You and Your
Loved Ones from Central...

Welcome the Happy Festival Season with
The Fun of Shopping & the Joy of Sharing
by Shopping for the Latest Designs & Newest
Collections of Fabulous Merchandise
especially prepared by Central for you
in Apparel, Fashion, Jewelry, Home Decor,
and Lots of Cool In-Style Stuff.

For every 800.-" purchased (including
participating merchandise and purchases from
ZeenZone, Marks & Spencer, Supersports
and B2S only at Central) within one day at
one branch, get 1 lucky coupon and chance
to win 10%,15%, 20%, 25%, 30% or
50% discount coupon for your next regular
priced purchase”,

* Excapl nan-pamopaling menchandies and thops |weled By (he Bgrace & salss courme

Nov. 26, 2004 - Feb. 14, 2005
@ Central Phuket

s Bgs ¢ ?
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ISHI

ENINESE

Rk CHINESE

W SEEOOD
< BUFFET

- RESTAURANT

» r

At Obnl Japansss Buffst Raestaurant....

Where, for one price, YOU can choose as many dishes as
you wish from a choice of more than 100 Japanese, Chinese, European
and Seafood items, including a variety of soft drinks, coffees and teas.

v With a start price of only @ Baht 599 per person*
(available at certain times)

Lunch 1100 - 1400 Hrs. 449+ + Baht/person*
e 6 Afternoon 1400 - 1630 Hrs. 399+ + Baht/person*
9 ~ D E c . 4 Dinner 1700 - 2200 Hrs. 499++ Baht/person*
Midnight 2200 - 2400 Hrs. 399++ Baht/person*

(Friday, Saturday)

, * Remark: price is subject to 10% service charge and 7% VAT
OISHI G Floorindex Living Mall

JAPANESE BUFFET RESTAURANT
TEL. 076-249515

www.oishigroup.com

(Regu|qr Price) QQ up to Baht 299 4+ per person*
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By Jenna Wise

or luxury dining

right by the beach,

the Gekko Steak &

Seafood Lizard

Lounge at the She-

raton Grande La-
guna Phuket is a wonderful set-
ting.

Executive Chef Glen Rob-
erts, from Australia, had worked
in six other countries over 22
years before arriving at the
Sheraton a year ago, but had
never worked in Asia.

“1 was pleased to have the
opportunity to cometo the Shera-
ton becausel hadn’t beentoAsia
before,” he explains.

“I haveworkedalotin Aus-
tralia, where | prepared food for
visiting prime ministersand roy-
alty, including the Queen of En-
gland.”

At the Sheraton, Glen re-
cently prepared a meal for Thai
Prime Minister Thaksin Shina-
watraand Maaysian PrimeMin-
ister Abdullah Ahmed Badawi.

They were doubtless im-
pressed by both the choice avail-
able from the eclectic menu and
the contemporary style of theres-
taurant, reflecting the natural
beauty of the seaand sand in the
background.

Guests can cook their own
barbecue from noon until 8 pm
every Sunday, for which four dif-
ferent styles of menu are avail-
able. Another popular option is
the “choose your own salad”,
where staff bring a wide selec-
tion of fresh salad ingredientsto
the table and guests choose their
favorites which are then freshly
tossed and served with special
dressings.

Naturally, however, there
are aso items on the menu that
requiredinersto do nothing more
than eat. Here's how to make a
couple of them.

Lobster and Avocado Tian

with Tropical Fruit Chutney
For eight peeople

Ingredients:
800g Phuket |obster;
320g avocado;
160g onion;
240g tomatoes;
240g double cream;
40qg finely-chopped garlic;
160ml white wine;
oil for frying.

For the Tropical Fruit Chut-
ney:

300g diced papaya;

300g diced pineapple;

200g diced mango;

200g diced red onion;

209 finely-chopped coriander;
6 teapoons lime juice;

3 teaspoons fish sauce;

3 teaspoons sugar;

Salt and pepper to taste.

For the lemon dressing:
15g plain yogurt;

5g chopped coriander;

1 teaspoon fresh lemon juice.

To decor ate;

2 wonton skins;
30g lettuce;
Fresh coriander.

Method:
Make the tropical fruit chutney
by combining al theingredients;
leave at room temperaturefor 30
minutes before serving.

Make the lemon dressing
by blending all the ingredients
together well.

Poach the lobster, drain
well and cut the meat into 1-inch
cubes.

Cut theonion, tomatoesand
avocado into 1-inch cubes. Mix
thesewith half of thelobster meat

Ongus O'Tool’s

IRISH P

OPEN FOR BREAKFAST FROM 11:00 AM
FRI.

MON. MICK’S GRILL
TUE. BALTI CURRIES
THU.

c'l'Uk ,
UINNFSS
!TTE

SEE ALL THE SPORTS LIVE ON OUR HUGE 100" SCREEN

HAPPY HOUR ALL DAY ’TIL

Karon Beach, opposite Islandia 1

HOMEMADE PIES.

{otel

I‘3 Restaurant & (Guesthouse

- 37
S Becx .”I?"

ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT BBQ
SAT. SIZZLING STEAKS
SUN. ROAST DINNERS

b
S [FOSTER'S

9:00PM

www.otools- p hu

Tropical Fruit Chutney.

Dreams of theLizard

and the garlic, cream and white
wine.

Cut each wonton skin into
two triangles and fry in hot oil
until golden brown.

Place asmall cake mold or
other cylindrical object measur-
ing about 3-4 inches in diameter
on the plate and lightly pressthe
mixed fruit chutney and lobster
into it.

Removethemold carefully
and put the remaining lobster
meat on top.

Decorate with the wonton
skins, fresh coriander and | ettuce
leaves, with lemon dressing
drizzled on the side.

Lemongrass Soup with

Pistachio Ice Cream
For four people

Ingredients:
680g lemongrass soup;
240qg pistachio ice cream;
409 mango;
40g strawberries;
40qg kiwi fruit;

Expert Property Advice

* Sales (land & property)

 Consultancy

* Rentals

» Estate management

* Rental management

*» Relocation advice

» Maintenance, repairs &
construction

Local knowledge.
Global presence.

l Chesterton
mugnnl g0y f

076 239944 / 01 893 3434

info@lynxmgmt.com

8 ice cream wafers;
4 fresh mint leaf;
8 stalks lemongrass.

Tomakethelemongrasssyrup:

250g water;

150qg sugar;

100g lemongrass stalk.

(This aromatic syrup will keep
well in the fridge to use for
other desserts).

To make lemongr ass soup:

500g good quality vanilla ice
cream;

100g lemongrass syrup.

Method:

To prepare the lemongrass sy-
rup, flatten thelemongrass stalks
with ahammer. Put the stalksin
a large pan with the water and
sugar.

Bring to the boil and sim-
mer gently for about 30 minutes

Left, Lemongrass Soup W|th Plstachlo Ice Cream Center Executlve Chef Glen Roberts; Right, Lobster and Avocado Tian with

with the lid on. Let it cool and
then strain.

To prepare the lemongrass
soup, simply add the syrup to the
ice cream and blend well so that
it becomes foamy.

Cut the mango, strawber-
ries and kiwi fruit into bite-
sized pieces. Put these into
bowls and cover with the lem-
ongrass soup.

Placethewafersin the bow!
against theside, and float ascoop
of pistachio ice cream on top of
the soup. Decorate with lemon-
grass stalks and amint leaf.

Gekko Seak & Seafood Lizard
Lounge, Sheraton Grande La-
guna Phuket, 10 Moo 4, Bang Tao
Bay, Phuket 83110. Tel: 076-
324101-7. Restaurant open: 6 pm
to 11 pm Monday-Saturday and
noon to 8 pm Sunday.

- Root Canal Treatment

- Gum Treatment

- Laser-Assisted Gum Treatment
- Operative Dentistry

- Sterilization by Autoclave

- Digital X-ray & CEREC 3D

- Crowns and Bridges
- Metal-Free Restoration

- Tooth Whitening Center
- Laser
- Rembrandt
- Home Bleaching

- Dental Implant

- Pediatric Dentistry - Dental Microscope
Metal-Free Restoration
r’ 4B 2 |
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Laser Tooth Whrtenrnq.
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Before

b u
Before After

PROMJAI
DENTAL CLINIC & SPA

www.promjaidentalclinic.com
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Pat ong

hreeyearsold, thisfive-
bedroom, three-story
house with northerly
views across Patong
Bay is a well-designed example
of the “modern Thai-style”
house.
Thelowest floor has a bed-
room and a bathroom and, up-
stairs, the second-floor living and
dining areasfeature an attractive |
combination of marble and wood
floors.
This floor also has a well-
equipped Western-style kitchen
with granite work tops, a two-
door fridge-freezer and agranite j
and wood breakfast bar.
Thereisalso a second bed-
room with en-suite bathroom lo-
cated on this level as well as
doorsto aterrace and the gardens
at the back of the property .
The gardens, although not
large, feature fresco walls, palm
trees, a lawn and a sala for es-
caping from the sun.
The terraces and outdoor
areas are paved in sandwash and
ceramic tiles, and are both cool
underfoot and pleasing tothe eye.
The remaining three bed- |
rooms, each with an en-suite
bathroom, are on the third floor.
Top-quality fittings are :
used throughout, including sanitary wareareall of highqual- ventilation, it also hasair-condi- well water and single- phaseelec-  For moreinformation contact Ri-
wooden window frames, furni- ity and attractive design, as are tioning and ceiling fans. tricity. chard Lusted, Sam Real Estate,
ture and bathroom cabinets. The the door and window drapes. Additional featuresinclude The house is offered for at Tel: 076-280805. Email: info
interior design makes much use Although the house is de- amaid’sroom and agym. There sale, fully furnished, for 20 mil-  @siamrealestate.com. Website:
of local materials. Ceramicsand  signed to allow plenty of natural isundercover parking, UBC TV, lion baht. Thetitleis Chanote.  wwwsiamreal estate.com.

f lweauen]g place ke no other
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‘Imaginative architechture that inspires feelings of warmth
and comfort. f true monument to your success in life.

It's your prestigious villa

Phuket bolden Place Property Lo, Lo
121 Pataly de Harun,“]llang’phuhe{r.[hai]and B3100

Tel: +86 (01 7633 3488 Fax: +66 (01 7633 3930 Mobile: +B& (O11B3E 7406

LUUJu.l,gamaLuaclee.cnm e—mail:in\[n@gamawarlee.com
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Rising In

CAPE YAMOQO: Putting and
chipping greens, tennis courts,
massage and saunafacilities, and
arestaurant and bar arejust afew
of theamenitiesthat will beavail-
able to residents of Grove Gar-
dens on Cape Yamoo, on Phu-
ket's east coast.

Built as a “resort-style”
residential development, Grove
Gardensis closeto both the Boat
Lagoon and the Royal Phuket
Marina, and all properties offer
viewsof theidandsof PhangNga
Bay.

Construction of the 36-
home devel opment —which com-
prises 12 two-bedroom apart-
ments, 12 three-bedroom apart-
mentsand 12 three/four-bedroom
townhomes — begins next month
with an expected completion date
of April 2006.

The two-bedroom apart-
ments—built in three blockswith
two unitsupstairs and two down-
stairs — will provide 95 sguare
meters of air-conditioned space
comprising a living and dining
area, kitchen and bathroom and
12sgm of balcony. Apartments
also have common access to a
roof terrace.

The three-bedroom apart-
ments— built in asimilar format
—will have 150sgm of air-condi-
tioned living space and a20-sgm
balcony. The ground-floor units
will have private gardens while
the upstairs apartmentswill have
individual roof terraces.

The townhomes will each
have atotal areaof 330sgm. This
will be made up of 220sgm of
living space, 64sgm of terrace—
including a 12sgm plunge pool
— a balcony and a 46-sgm roof
terrace.

Lars Ydmark, managing
director of developers Lertsat
Phuket Co Ltd and property man-
agement company Tri-Asia, said
that the properties should appeal
not only to people looking for a
home but also to those looking
to invest in the vacation rental
market. Tri-Asiawill market the

Get your Gazette
Shopper Card today.

= Somboon Churchill
20050 Exp: 01 Jan 2005

Gazette Shopper

The discount card for savvy local residents
(emolmly uscless outside of Phaket

Significant - and genuine! -
discounts at more than
300 places, including:

Man Auto Sound
10% off service fees, also 5%
discount on products.
Tel: 076-236264

Suan Luang Clinic
10% off all dental services.
Tel: 076-222579

See the Gazette website for details of
more than 300 other offers:

http:/fwww.phuketgazette.net/shopperflist.asp

properties as vacation or long-
term lets.

Fifteen of the 36 unitshave
been sold off-plan, with demand
being strongest for the 5.5-mil-
lion-baht two-bedroom apart-
ments — seven have been sold so
far. The three-bedroom apart-
ments are offered at 9.5 million

the East

%;(clusive Townhomes at Phuket’s Finest Address

A refined yet affordable entry into the exclusive
lifestyle at Laguna Phuket, our new Townhomes

prove that luxury need not be over-priced.

MODEL HOME OPEN DAILY

LaGguna

TOWNHOMES

Sales Office at Canal Village /
Tel: 66 (0) 7632 4366
E-mail: property@lagunaphuket.com ’

www.lagunatownhomes.com

Introducing the latest addition to the Phuket Pool Tables’ range,
The Tournament Pro.
|Used in many major tournaments, for example "Mega Break” |

For more info, please
visit our showroom at

Pk

baht and five sales have already
been made. The townhomes —
three have sold so far — are for
sale at 13.5 million baht each.

For more information, call Tel:
076-239820 or Email: lars@tri-

asia.com or visit www.

grovegardensphuket.com
NOTEBOOK mr=— i
DESKNOTE - — :
DEsiop Luxwy Vlllas For Sale/Rent
PALM & POCKET PC Tel: +66 (0)7627 1255 Fax: +66 (0)7627 1256
COMPUTER ACCESSORIES Email: info@sai-taan-phuket.com

Web: www.sai-taan-phuket.com

" Big C (Basement floor)

TiF: 0-7624-8699

Phuket Town. e
N T.0-7621-8936-7

| F:.0-7621-8802
www.buscomputercom
~ email: buscom@ji-net.com

Baan Rim Tarn

Che whgfalay
6525, MILLION, BAH;T+

- Contemporary style
- 15 mins to airport

- 2/3-bedroom villas, private pool
- Close to Laguna Phuket

SOLE AGENT

CBRE

©B RICHARD ELLIS

09 729 8804
076 270 737

baanrimtarn@cbre.com
www.cbre.co.th
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Pride of place on Na| Harn Beach

he Bert belt has had to

be loosened in recent

times, and by quite a

few notches. Some of
my so-called friends have even
accused me of becoming abit of
abloater.

| feel that | haveavalid ex-
cuse—| put it down to my recent
change of allegiance from
Heineken to Tiger.

The more cynical of those
with whom | have been known
to quaff the odd polite beer seem
unconvinced by this argument,
and put my ever-expanding girth
down to the sheer volume of the
stuff | consume, rather than qual-
ity or brand.

Whatever the reason,
enough is enough — | finaly had
to admit that | needed some ex-
ercise. So | got off my behind and
went over to Nai Harn for awalk
along the beach, bound for the
source of inspiration of this
week’s column — Le Royal Me-
ridien Phuket Yacht Club.

| was met on arrival by K.
Papan, the bell captain, who was
keen to show me around the
grounds. | was immediately
struck by how proud he was of
the gardens and everything that
surrounded him.

This is a hotel where gar-
dening hasbeen transformed into

Every nook and cranny of Le Royal Meridien Phuket Yacht Club is filled
Photo by Andy Johnstone

with plants.

apassion, with the full-time gar-
dening staff of 10 people work-
ing flat-out to keep the grounds
— and everything else — looking
spectacular.

All thehotel’srooms are set
into the side of the hill, each with
a sea view. Nobody likes hotel
rooms that all look exactly the

Exclusive Homes at
Asid’s First World Class
_Ln‘__es_‘r IeReS|den’r|oI \elgigle

same, and the Yacht Club has
overcomethisthrough theliberal
use of bougainvillea (fueng faa
in Thai). Every balcony has two
or three of them, all in full bloom
but in different colors.
Thevariety of colorsonthe
balconiesliftsevery corner. This
has got to be the plant that domi-

Opening ‘9‘@;@ h

On the pristine east coast of Phuket, Royal Phuket Marina
offers waterfront residences of luxury and distinction.

* Limited supply of freehold condominiums

* Prices from only US$274,000

* Luxury Villas with adjoining berth for your favorite toy.

* "Horizons" your International shopping centre at your doorstep

* An extensive array of on site leisure and living facilities in a fully
integrated community environment.

* Minutes boat ride to Phang Nga Bay, James Bond Island, Phi Phi Island and Krabi.

* Great sailing conditions all year round.

* Speedboat shuttle to our private island beach club, only 10 minutes away.

For further information contact us directly: Royal Phuket Marina.

68 Moo 2 Thepkassatri Rd, Koh Kaew, Muang, Phuket 83200, Thailand.

ph: + 66 (0) 76 239 762 paradise@royalphuketmarina.com

www.royalphuketmarina.com

ROYAL
PHUKET
MARINA

RESIDENTIAL. RETAIL. ENTERTAINMENT.

nates the hotel —it's ev-
erywhere. I’'m sure the
hotel hasevery bougain-
villea hue that’s ever
been invented.

As we continued
our tour, it became ap-
parent that not a single
part of the grounds has
been left untouched.
They’ ve even put plants
on the roofs.

There are helicon-
ias (thammaraksa) by
the thousand. Not the
quiet, subtle ones, but
the vivid, dangling zig-
zag ones that grab your
attention whenever you
turn a corner. You can
almost hear them snick-
ering.

Even rock walls
don't escape. Ferns and
other bromeliads have
been encouraged to grow
in the most unlikely
places. There are walls
that you would assume contain
nothing of any nutritional value,
and yet the gardening staff have
been able to convince ferns that
survival is actualy possible. In-
deed, these plantsaren’t just sur-
viving — they’re thriving. They
look as though they’re enjoying
every minute of it.

The trees weren't touched
when the hotel wasbuilt, with the
result that there are now some
majestically mature specimens
around the grounds. Bromeliads
have been introduced to these
too, with some incredible ferns
and spectacular orchids clinging
on in the most natural way pos-
sible. These people know what
they’re doing.

Le Royal Meridien Phuket
Yacht Club has a rather unique

way to honor its special guests—
it buys them a plant, and puts it
inthe garden with aname plague.
K. Papan told me that some
guestswho come back year after
year always enjoy seeing how
“their” plant is doing.

In addition, just about ev-
ery different species of plant is
marked somewhere in the gar-
dens with a plague giving its
name in English. Good idea.

Thereisonecorner that has
been devoted to more “useful”
plants. Lemon grass, kaffir lime
bushes and pandanus all grow
with enthusiasm.

Guestsare actually encour-
aged to samplethem, and it’s not
unknown for the kitchen staff to
pinch the odd pandanus leaf to
wrap food.

Thereisalsoanareaof aloe
vera. Apparently, the hotel staff
are quite used to acting as herbal
therapists, dispensing cut leaves
to those guests who have spent a
little too long baking on the
beach. A little of the gel from
inside the leaves, when rubbed
onto the skin, givesinstant relief
from sunburn.

At night, the gardens come
alive in a very different way.
Lights have been put inside many
of the larger plant pots to amaz-
ing effect — fueng faa fully
floodlit from the inside out.

| should do thismore often.
Who knows, | might even lose a
little weight in the process.
Where's next?

Want to know more
about aplant
inyour garden?

Email Bloomin’ Bert at:
bloominbert@hotmail.com

for a lifetime.

www.alilaphuketvillas.com

For more information

HOTELS AND RESORTS

Surprisingly different...

in a uniquely new dimension

Alila Hotels & Resorts offers you an exciting new dimension in resort living
— Alila Phuket Villas — a luxurious holiday residence you can invest in and enjoy

Located on Kamala Beach at the beginning of Phuket's famed “Millionaire's Mile",
every detail of each 2-storey villa is designed for your personal comfort and unending
pleasure with stylish interiors, contemporary décor and furnishings, state-of-the-art
entertainment features, spacious outdoor terraces, sunbathing deck and private pool.

@‘ ;l;'smihnn hotels™

Sales Office 382/30 Moo 1 Srisoonthorn Road, T.Cherngtalay, A. Thalang, Phuket 83110, Thailand

Phone +66 7632 5667-71 Fax +66 7632 4313 Mob +66 1894 2386 +66 9873 2837
sales@alilaphuketvillas.com www.alilaphuketvillas.com
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Properties
For Sale

NEW HOUSES
FOR SALE

!

HOUSE IN KAMALA

Top-quality 4+ 2 bedroom
house in Kamala, near
Phuket FantaSea and only
10 mins walk to the beach.
4 master bedrooms on 1°
floor with en-suite bath-
room. 2 bedrooms on g/f —
one can also be used as an
office (2 phone lines) — the
other as a maid’'s room with
attached bathroom. Large
living/dining room with open
European kitchen, as well as
a Thai kitchen. Fully fur-
nished - all rooms with
aircon and ceiling fan. Priced
at 18 million baht. For more
details please contact Franz
Brun in Kamala. Tel: 076-
279075, 01-4761415.
Email: forun@Ioxinfo.co.th

TOP OF KAMALA

Direct access to the main
road. Underground powver &
water supply, and excellent

LUXURY HOMES
IN PATONG

el

New 2-story homes — cov-
ering 150sgm — with car-
port, large living/dining room
with aircon, 3 bedrooms and

FOR SALE

T

The famous Lighthouse Res-
taurant — with five water-
front luxury rooms and three
offices —in Ao Chalongis se-
riously for sale. Potential to
develop residential units on
unused property. Please
email for more info. Email:
maipenrai@hushmail.com

LAND FOR SALE

Talay, just 4km to beach.
Price is 500,000 baht,
Chanote title. Pls call for
info. Tel: 01-6078567.

PLOTS IN RAWAI

ANDREW PARK

Property Agents & Consultants

Land and Villa Sales
Properties For Rent
Development and
Hotel Consulting
Villa and Property
Management Services

Let us help you with

your property requirements
be they Iargereqor small

Sihgle house, 204sgm, for 3 bathrooms. Freehold land, 1002 18 glalemmkias Rd,
S/ /1 o - on the bypass roa
sale at 2.2 milion baht, Twin | | 4 million baht. Please con just north of Lotus)
house, 204sqm, for sale at tact for deta_lls_. Tel: 01-895- Rassada, Muang,
2 million baht. Located at 7597. Email: info@phuket- Phuket 83000
Chao FaEastRd. Plscontact | | Pesthomes.com Website: Tel: 076-354016,
Khun Ya for more info. Only www.phuket-besthomes. 01-8923633
6 units! Tel: 01-5973398. | | M Fax: 0767353019
el at Best sea view in Phuket, in The Doa Tiam Project, above Mission Hills Golf Course. Better
sales@andrewpark-phuket.com than land selling for 6-12 million baht/rai. The only land | know of with a complete view
LIGHTHOUSE or visit our website of Phang Nga Bay. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and up rai lots available. Chanote title. 3.2 million baht/rai
4 + 2-BEDROOM www.andrewpark.com v o 25 &5 t bk

Tel: 06-5950188 E-mail: nsupin@yahoo.com

huket One
Realestate

"EXCLUSIVE TO PHUKET ONE!!
ON-SITE SALES OFFICES NOW OPEN"

APARTMENTS
Brand new or
_nearing completion.
~ Quality build and
~ priced to sell.
. PRICE: From
4.5 and 4.9 million
baht.

LAGUNA AREA
Top-quality family
homes with terraces

at bargain introduc-

! tory prices.
PRICE: From
5 to 12 million baht.

CAPE PANWA
Step from your
apartment directly
J onto the beach with
~ these superbly
_ I. sited units. Actual
= nJADNOLO8

PRICE: From

KALIM

Freehold condomin-
ium apartments with
breathtaking views
over Kalim Bay.
PRICE:

13.3 million baht
(Two bedrooms,

Various plots in a housing — 200 sq. metres)
project available with very
good infrastructure. Plot sizes
range from 400sgm to 1,750
sgm and start at 1.45 million
baht. Tel: 01-60674-10. Email:

info@siam-business.com

location with views over-
looking the bay. Contact
Phuket LandSearch for de-
tails. Tel: 076-2905009.
Email: sales@phuketland.
com

TellFax: 076-345707, 076-345709 Mobile: 09-2889317, 09-5862959, 01-9681992.
Email: info@phuketonerealestate.com www.phuketonerealestate.com

PATONG BEACH

condo for sale with freehold
title. Property has a fantastic
view, measures 92sgm and is
priced at 2.2 million baht, pay-
able ininstallments. 1.2 million
baht initial payment, the re-
maining 1 million baht trans-
ferred at the Land Office. Fi-
nancing available. Pls contact
for info. Tel: 09-4740227.
Email: chotip 5@hotmail.com

KATA BREAKERS
2-bedroom apartment on
beach/canal with views,
pools, spaand gym. Unique 5-
star. Tel: 01-4961100. Email:
subs@createlabs.com

KATA BEACH HOUSE
Good price and near the sea.
Pls contact for details. Tel: 06-
5958512, 01-9704638.
Email: nalumana@phuket.
ksc.co.th

ON THE
GOLF COURSE

Knight

Knight Frank Phuket

www.knightfrankphuket.com

Frank

Brand New Laguna Residence For Sale
By Sealed Bid

HOUSE FOR SALE

90 sqg wah with full title, two
bedrooms, aircon, sat TV,
large kitchen and living room
and big garden. Located in a
sought after area of Kamala.
3 million baht. Pls contact for
details. Tel: 01-6064648.

LAND FOR SALE
Directly on the Banyan Tree
Golf Course at Laguna Phuket.
1,050sqm/262.45 sq wah.
Price: 7.872 million baht. Pls
telephone or email for further
information. Tel: 076-239864.
Email: hktmkt@ksc.th.com

6 rai available, fromjust 15
meters from hole 18 at the
Mission Hills Golf Course. 4
million per rai or 20 million
for all 6. Call for details. Tel:
06-6834996.

RAWAI CONDO

for sale. 250,000 baht total
price, payable in instalments.
150,000 baht initial payment,
the remaining 100,000 baht
transferred at the Land Office
after 1 year. Freehold title. Pls
contact for more details. Tel:
09-4740227. Email: chotip b
@hotmail.com

An outstanding opportunity to acquire a brand new, 2 level, 4
bedroom, furnished Laguna residence featuring golf front-
age, pool, sala, building guarantees, Laguna benefits and
professional management. Located on a massive 1,861 sqm
land plot.

Sealed bid’s must be received by 11 am 21st December 2004.

For an inspection, property report or tender document,
please contact (sole agent):

Stephen O’Brien 01 8255 126
e

NEW SINGLE HOUSE
for sale by owner. 2 stories, 3
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, fully
furnished with a mountain
view. 560sgm, 69m. Pls call
for info. Tel: 07-2799500.

CONDO 4 SALE

Patong Beach. 1-room apart-
ment for sale. Cash 550,000
baht. Freehold title. Pls contact
for details. Tel: 09-4740227.
Email: chotip 5@hotmail.com

LAND FOR SALE

in Phuket Country Club.
Please contact for more de-
tails. Tel: 09-8718333, 01-
6913351.
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Best Value on the Island

1000sq/m western built
commercial building situated in
over 3.5 rai. Originally designed
as a country sports club but
never opened. This property has
superb un-spoilt views and
would suit both business or
residential use.

r

Situated between Thalang and
NaiYang, it is only 5 mins to the
beach and 20 mins to Tesco.

10 million baht for quick sale.
Tel. 0-7631-3137 - email
mick@phuketprogrammers.com

RAWAI HOME
3-bedroom, 2-bathroom
(150sgm) modern Thai-style
home on 1 rai (1,600sgm) of
land. Stays cool without aircon.
Only 6.9 million baht. Pls call for
more info. Tel: 07-8987062.
Email: ebseng@yahoo.com

LUXURY GOLF VIEW

4-bedroom villa with 370sgm
of living area and 912sgm of
land for sale in Kathu. The
property is built to full Euro-
pean standards. 85sgm swim-
ming pool. Only 5 minutes to
Dulwich College. Please con-
tact for more information.
Tel: 06-6848758. Email:
proline.publishing@ 1nj.de
For further details, please see
our website at: www. 1nj.de

BEACHFRONT LAND
for sale. 10 rai at Khao Yao
Yai, near the pier. 80 meters
of beachfront, priced at 36
million baht. Pls call for details.
Tel: 01-6078567.

2.2 RAlI BEACHFRONT
2.2 rai of absolutely beach-
front land at Khok Kloy, in
Phang Nga — with Chanote
title — for sale. Price: 18 million
baht. Please call for details. No
agents, please. Tel: 01-477-
8988, 07-8891717.

GOLF COURSE LOTS

1 rai serviced building lots fac-
ing the 8" tee of a Jack Nick-
laus course with ocean views.
Please contact for more info.
Tel: 09-9725226. Email:
bgbphuket@yahoo.com

BANG TAO BEACH

Luxurious, large 2-bedroom
apartments in an exclusive
development. Phase 1 sold out
in 9 days, Phase 2 now selling.
tel. Pls contact for more info.
Tel: 09-9725226. Email:
bgbphuket@yahoo.com

LAND IN KAMALA
1,200sgm, along the road,
ready to build with a 2.6-
meter-high wall around the
property already. Priced at
2.95 million baht. Pls call for
info. Tel: 01-6691143.

URGENT SALE

Kathu, 3-bedroom, 3-bath-
room house with land and
garden, Western kitchen,
aircon, patio, carport, etc.
3.75 milion baht or offers. Pls
contact for more info. Tel:
01-8370396, 01-3074710.
Email: cawleym®@loxinfo.
co.th

SEAVIEW LAND

For sale: 1-1.5 rai of beautiful
hillside land with astonishing
sea views in Kalim, close to
the beach. Pls contact for
more info. Tel: 076-345118,
09-8749570. Fax: 076-
340830. Email: mlch65@
yahoo.com

0 RAI AVAILABLE

in Rawai. 800sgm. Flat, good
road, wall, electricity, water,
ready to build. 1.6 million
baht. Pls contact for more
info. Tel: 07-8987062. Email:
ebseng@yahoo.com

CBRE

CB RICHARD ELLIS

Professional real estate advice for
those looking for property in Phuket

Residential Sales & Leasing
Property Management
Villa Rentals
Research & Valuation
Development & Design Consultancy

TEL: 076 239 967-9

E-mail: phuket@cbre.com
www.cbre.co.th

KHAO LAK
LAND FOR SALE

J 75m ]_

66m 75m

<an 01-8947644

Properties
For Rent

APARTMENT

for rent. 50 sgm. Good position
and location on Nanai Rd. Only
available for a year-long rental.
Please call for info. Tel: 07-
8904518.

PATONG RESIDENCE
1- or 2-bedroom apartments
with kitchen and pool, and only
350m from the beach, for rent
at 9,000 baht/month. Pls con-
tact for more details. Tel: 09-
4740227. Email: chotip 5@
hotmail.com

PATONG APARTMENTS
for rent. Clean, comfortable
condos with all-new interior
dOcor, big fridge, aircon,
cable TV, double or twin
single beds, swimming pool
and parking. Please call Tel:
01-0825707. Email: phuket-
accommodation.info

LONG-TERM LEASE
New, fully furnished house in
Palai Green with 2 aircon
bedrooms, hot shower,
kitchen, living room, garage
and beautiful garden. Located
in a quiet area near Chalong
Bay. Please call for more info.
Tel: 01-8924311.

RAWAI TOWNHOUSE
3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, fur-
nished, aircon & TV. Yearly
rental, 15,000 baht per month.
Also for sale, 2.7 million baht.
Pls contact for more details.
Tel: 01-3709661. Email:
onebthaue@yahoo.com

RAWAI RESIDENCE
Apartment/studio with aircon
and fan, fully furnished and
300m from the beach, for rent
at 7,000 baht/month or 350
baht/day. Pls contact for more
info. Tel: 09-4743418, 07-
2738944. Email: chotip 5@
hotmail.com

NAI HARN, RAWAI

2-bedroom beach-residence
villa townhouses with living
room, kitchen and parking.
500m from beach. Price
9,000 baht and up per month.
Phone or email for more de-
tails. Tel: 09-4743418. Email:
chotip_5@hotmail.com

NEW HOUSE
FOR RENT

79 sq wah with 3 bed-
rooms, 2 bathrooms, gar-
den and parking area.
Calm, nice location near the
Heroines’ Monument, sur-
rounded with mountain
views and only 20 minutes
from Phuket City. For rent
at 15,000 baht/month. Pls
contact for more info. Tel:
04-0514949. Email:
mammosb56@yahoo.com

NEW HOUSE

for rent/sale. 75 sq wah with
3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms,
fully furnished, UBC and gar-
den. Just 800m from the Hero-
ines’ Monument and a 10-
minute drive to Bang Tao
beach. Tel: 01-8935503.
Email: mvanichakul@hotmail.
com

BEACHFRONT

condo. Fully furnished condo
for rent at Kalim Bay in Patong.
High standard, 2 bedrooms,
fitted kitchen, pool and many
other facilities. Pls call for de-
tails. Tel: 01-8920038 .

NEW HOUSE

3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms,
kitchen, living room and park-
ing. 25,000 baht/month. Pls
contact for more info. Tel: 06-
682296. Email: smith@taurus-
travel.com

SUPERB
PRIME-VIEW HOUSE

Thai-Balinese teak-roofed
house for rent. 1 master
bedroom w/large balcony
and open sea view + 2 ad-
ditional bedrooms. Also
has a small guesthouse
with master bedroom and
a dynamic view. High-sea-
son and long-term rental
now available. 200,000
baht per month. Longer
terms negotiable. Please
contact for more info. Tel:
076-344044. Email:
pococonnor@hotmail.com

NICE HOUSE IN PATONG
Nice house with garden for
long-term rent in Patong. 2
bedrooms, nice kitchen, air-
con, UBC, phone ling, full fur-
niture, hot water and car park.
15,000 baht/month. Tel:
076-398331, 06-0505528.
Fax: 076-398331. Email:
michaelromkowski@hotmail.
com

HOUSE FOR RENT

Land & house. Lovely 6-bed-
room house, partly furnished
with parking and garden. Only
25,000 baht/month, or
20,000 baht/month for long-
term rent. Tel: 07-2842296,
06-9402759. Fax: 076-233-
384. Email: siripornasianw@
yahoo.com

CHOICE OF
2 OR 3 UNITS

L

in a 4-story commercial
building. Can build a 36-
room guesthouse and the
downstairs space is good for
arestaurant, fithess spa or
bar. Opposite 3 hotels in
Karon. Please call for more
info. Tel: 07-0926799.

OFFICE BUILDING

on the main road of Karon
Beach for rent long or short
term. Please email or visit
www.phuket-excursion.com
For more details. Email:
amorn9999@ yahoo.com

SURIN BAY AREA
Long-term lease now available
for a 3-bedroom house with
aircons, 2 bathrooms and an
outdoor kitchen opening up to
1.2 rai of screen-fenced gar-
dens. At present, unfurnished
or partially furnished as re-
quired. Good for pets, kids and
privacy. Large covered out-
door area and separate bunga-
low. Garden maintenance
provided. Offers over 30,000
baht/month considered. Inter-
ested parties please call. Khun
Shirley. Tel: 06-2692020.
Email: surinhse@phuket.ksc.
co.th

Do Not Drink
Tap Water!

Bangkok

Tel. 02-5731120

Pathumwan
Tel. 02-6117165

Tel. 02-2313244

Tel. 02-6581153

Tel. 02-6566070

Tel. 02-2485668

Tel. 02-6736342

Tel. 02-2526261

Get your Phuket Gazettefrom
these outletsin the capital:

Don Muang Airport

Se-Ed, Mahboonkrong Building, zone B, Phayathai Rd,

Se-Ed, Silom Complex, 4"floor, Silom Rd, Bangrak

Se-Ed, Silom Center, Rama 1 Rd, Pathumwan

Se-Ed, Panthip Plaza, M-floor, Petchaburi Rd, Rajathewee
Se-Ed, Fortune Town Building, Ratchadapisek Rd, Huaykwang
Se-Ed, Central Rama 3, Satupradit Rd, Yannawa

Q Mart, Grand Hotel, Sukhumvit Rd, Soi 11, Klongtoey

Tel. 02-6511200 ext. 3452

C Mart, Centre Point, Petchaburi Rd, Soi 15, Rajathewee
Tel. 02-6536690-8 ext. 4030

Duangkamol, Sukhumvit Rd, Klongtoey
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Accommodation
Available

ROOM IN PATONG
Room wiith aircon, good loca-
tion. 950 baht/day. Please
check for availability. Tel: 06-
6822969. Email: smith@
taurus-travel.com

PATONG ROOMS
Aircon or fan only, your own
showver, fridge, 24-hr security,
bar/reception, satellite TV &
pool table. Please call for pics
and for more info. Tel: 076-
342280, 01-9781956 Email:
palm@phuket.ksc.co.th

CONDO ROOM 4 RENT
5 min walk to Patong beach.
980 baht per night. Fully fur-
nished with sea view, aircon,
hot water, cable TV, etc.
Please contact for more infor-
mation. Tel: 09-6455134.
Email: js 0704@hotmail.com

PATONG ROOM
specials. En-suite rooms, fan
only or aircon. Available now,
{April to October}. Fan only
room, 7,500 baht per month,
including electricity & laundry.
Please contact for pics and for
more info. Tel: 076-342280,
01-9781956. Email: palm@
phuket.ksc.co.th

SUPERB BUNGALOW
Located in Chalong, 1 bed-
room, living room, kitchen, 2
aircons, terrace, patio, shared
pool/sauna. Weekly at 7,500
baht or monthly at 25,000
baht. Pls contact for details.
Tel: 09-5943209. Email:
olebay th@yahoo.co.uk

HILLSIDE
BUNGALOWS

for rent. Fully furnished 1-
or 2-bedroom bungalows on
a quiet hillside in Kata-
Karon, within walking dis-
tance from shops and
white sand beaches. Full
cooking facilities, air condi-
tioning, satellite/cable TV,
DVD player, hot water
shower, laundry service,
free maid service, free
drinking water, mini bar, pri-
vate balcony with seating
area and tropical gardens.
Free resort facilities within
walking distance, including
5 swimming pools, tennis,
sauna, health and fitness
center, motorbike rental and
free car parking. Best prices:
daily or monthly. Contact
for details. Tel: 076-286-
095, 07-1055561. Email:
leehowden@hotmail.com
or hillsidebungalows@
hotmail.com

PATONG CONDO

Book your holiday in a nicely
decorated room with aircon,
fan TV, hotwater and kitchen-
ette located in central Patong
10 min to the beach. 500 baht
per night. Condo is also for
sale. Tel: 01-8948446. Email:
sfrkata@hotmail.com

Looking forahome?
www.phuketgazette.net

ATSUMI VILLAS

Total tranquility in a tropical
garden setting in Rawvai. King-
size bedroom, lounge/kitchen,
aircon, hot water, UBC, DVD,
stereo, POS ADSL & phone,
yoga & massage. 2,500 baht/
night to 16,000 baht/month
forlong stay. Pls call for more
details. Tel: 01-2720571.

ROOM FOR RENT

in Karon. Nice, clean room
with aircon, TV & private
bathroom. For more informa-
tion, Email: amorn9999@
yahoo.com or visit our
website at: www.phuket-
excursion.com

POOLSIDE ROOMS
Located in Chalong, from 500
baht/day, allinclusive. Pls con-
tact for more info. Tel: 09-
5943209. Email: olebay th@
yahoo.co.uk

Accommodation
E L
PATONG HOME + POOL
Need minimum 2 beds and
small space for study/office
(or for use as a 3rd bedroom).
Prefer private pool but would
consider shared. Can con-
sider fully furnished, partly
furnished or no furniture.
Need spacious living room.
Very long-term commitment
(3 years or more) for the right
property. Must be in Patong or
very close (Kalim, Kathu,
etc). Good tenant with refer-
ences; very flexible on all
terms. Tel: 07-8914882.
Email: mail@seftonhanley.

com

I 1 hereby authorize payment against my Visa (d / Mastercard O »°
[ U Thai Baht 1,560 for Phuket Special Delivery (Phuket Island only!)

I 11 Thai Baht 2,800 for a domestic subscription (outside Phuket)

: U Thai Baht 8,000 for an overseas subscription (any country outside Thailand)

| Surname (as appears on card)

Given name(s) (as on card)

Would you like to keep up on what’s happening
in Phuket - the good, the bad and the bizarre?
Let ug share it with you - every week/

I TO: The Phuket Gazette Co Ltd, 367/2 Yaowarat Road,
Amphur Muang, Phuket 83000, Thailand.

I YES, I want to receive the PHUKET GAZETTE
: for a full year - 52 isgues!
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Security Code:
Last 3 digits
on back of card

I

I Card #: Exp. Date:

I

: Signature: Date:

I

| E-mail address:

I

I Pleage Deliver To:

I

3 O e
| Street address

3 O A O o o
I City State or Province

g Country: [ [ [ | _[_|_|_|_[_[_[_[_]

Zip Code

l._______________________________)ﬁl

Building

Services

sSwisselec

engineering co.,ltd.

66 76.355.573
3

home
services

repair * maintenance
renovation ¢ finishing
electrical * plumbing
air conditioning
flooring * roofing
tiling + painting
woodwork * stonework

metalwork * landscaping

office: 076 324 400
24hrs: 01 60 60 200

www.phukethomeservices.com

P-CON

Phuket Construction

and Home Services Co Ltd
Roofing, floor, walls, tiles,

cleaning, painting,

plumbing, aircon,
electrical systems, repairs
and other work done by our

professional team.

Call: 06-5933464
Fax: 076-263204

Email:
p_con@thaimail.com

SPAS R US

Steam room/sauna and ac-
cessories, and portable hot
tubs from USA. Quality equip-
ment, designed and installed
for your needs. Business and
residential. California Spa
Design. Please call Tel: 076-
263269, 09-1950610.

Household
Services
LOCKUP STORAGE
500sqgm steel shed with 24-
hour security. Individual units
from 6 cubic meters. Buy your

own lock and you keep the
key! Call Tel: 01-0825707.

SAFEWAY STORAGE
Self store with 24hr security
from 600-2,200 baht/month.
For more info pls call or visit
www.safewayphuket.com
Tel: 01-8924804, 01-125-
1873.

GREEN APPLE

Interior design, renovation,
home extension, mainte-
nance, (home, pool & land-
scape) and painting of kitchen,
bathroom & wood furniture.
Pls call Pong for more info.
Tel: 05-0691633.

Household
Services

Needed

MAID/NANNY

Family with 2 kids seeks a live-
in helper for child and household
care and Thai cooking. An op-
portunity for long-term employ-
ment for a trustworthy person
who is gentle with kids. Tel:
04-8398141. Email: benoit.
beaufils@censydiam.com

LIVE-IN MAID

Live in maid and driver urgently
required. English speaking pre-
ferred. Clean and trustworthy.
Tel: 076-200617, 01-917-
0377. Fax: 076-200618.
Email: nuntiya@psa.co.th

Find more Classified Property ads at www.phuketgazette.net/

Classified Advertisements

Please use this form to write your classified advertisement.
Then hand it to any of our agents.

N O A O A (2 7

Classified ads are charged per line. Each line is 60 baht,
with a minimum of 4 lines (heading included) per ad.

All advertising must be paid for in advance.

Deadline for Property Mart page: Friday 3 pm.
Deadline for all other pages: Saturday 12 noon.
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I
The Racha

Embark on a challenging career with the newly opened The Racha in Phuket, a deluxe resort
located on Racha Island, featuring 69 spacious villas. We are now looking for enthusiastic and
passionate individuals to join our management and resort team.

e Financial Controller (: 60,000 up)
e Food & Beverage Manager (z 45,000 up)
e English Teacher (native speaker)
e Mainland Operations Manager [z 20,000 up)
e Asst. Front Office Manager (: 20,000 up)
e Asst. Exec. Housekeeper (= 20,000 up)
e Restaurant Manager (: 20,000 up)
o Chief Gardener (: 20,000 up)

® Reservation Supervisor (8 12,000 up) ® Restaurant Captains (& 7,000 up)
® Duty Managers Reception (8 10,000 up) ® Boat Captains (8 7,000 up]
® Accounts Receivable Officer (# 10,000 up) e Food & Beverage Attendants (2 5,500 up)
o Operations Technician Supervisor (& 10,000 up) e Pub Attendants (female, & 6,000 up)
» Boat Captain Supervisor (¢ 10,000 up) ® Drivers (& 5,500 up)
® Restaurant Supervisors (# 10,000 up) e Carpenter & Mason (& 5,500 up)
o Laundry Supervisor (& 10,000 up) ® Sport & Activity Attendants (# 5,500 up)
o Guest Service Officers (8 7,000 up) ® Boat Crew (& 5,500 up)
® Spa Therapists (& 7,000 up) ® Steward Attendants (& 5,500 up)

You will be a part of our team of like-minded colleagues sharing the same passion for true hospitality.

The Racha is managed by Sanctuary Resorts and aims to be one of the premier resorts in South East Asia.
We provide a full training program and a competitive remuneration package.

Please submit your letter of application together with your CV and a recent photograph to:

T he Racha

General Manager (for management positions)

gm@theracha.com
or
Personnel and Training Manager (for other positions)
hr@theracha.com
P.0. Box 213, Muang, Phuket 83000
Tel: 0 76 355 455 Fax: 0 76 355 240
www.theracha.com, www.sanctuaryresorts.com

S
/MARBURRY

Marburry, an international jewelry trading company, is currently expanding its company base. We are
now looking for self-motivated, dynamic, enthusiastic and responsible persons to be part of our team.

Urgently Required

Nature of candidate Main responsibilities
Gender: Any ® Monthly inventory control
Age: Between 25-35 yrs # Daily cashier operation
» Taxation: tax withholding and Social Security preparation
® Closing internal financial statement (Balance sheet & profit and loss)
e Fiscal stock summary report
» Proper control of documentation system
* Monthly summary report of income - expenditure
Expectations required
® Bachelor's degree in accounting
* Good command of spoken and written English
» Good typing skills in both English and Thai
» Computer literacy; Microsoft Office and familiarity with accounting software
package would be a plus
e Able to run data input operation
Please send your application with photo and relevant information to

Marburry Co. Ltd.
156/22 Phang Nga Road, Phuket, Thailand 83000.

Telephone: (66) 76-232-988, (66) 76-232-989 Fax: (66) 76-232-990
Website: www.marburry.com Email: info@marburry.com

LIVE-IN HOUSEKEEPER
needed for retired gentle-
man. You can have your
own bedroom, bathroom
and motorbike. | need you to
help me walk my dogs three
times a day, clean the house,
cook some meals and run a
few errands. One day a
week and some afternoons
off. Some English and a
driver’s license would be
helpful. Contact for details.
Tel: 076-381648. Email:
frankvisakay @hotmail.com

WEB / GRAPHICAL
DESIGNER

Important Phuket com-
pany is looking for: Web
designer or Graphic de-
signer or IT professional.
Important: must be able to
speak English well! Please
contact for more informa-
tion or to apply. Tel: 07-
6281510. Fax: 07-628-
0775. Email: daniel@
informaticplus.com

AGENTS WANTED

Real estate company based
in Chalong needs (Thai and
English-speaking) agents
looking for new properties,
mainly in the north of
Phuket. For more info or to
apply please call Tel: 076-
381772, 04-0535780,
Fax: 076-383756, Email:
info@ayudhya.net or see
our website at http://
ayudhya.net

Be Part of Our Winning Team

Le Meridien Khao Lak Beach & Spa Resor, a new five-star prop-
erly situated in Khao Lak, Phang Nga province, is now looking for
energetic people to join our team:

o Kitchen & Pastry Staff
» Beautician

e Guest Service Agents
o Villa Guest Relations

Qualifications:

* R&B Chef/ Sous Chef

o F&B Service Staff

» Reservation Agent

e GRM/Call Center Manager

All applicants must have previous experience in the hotel indus-
fry, a good command of English and be service-minded.
Please send a letter of application with your updated resumé

and a recent photograph to:

Human Resources Director

9/9 Moo 1, Tambon Khuk Khak

Amphur Takuapa, Phang Nga 82190

Fax: 076-427501
Tel: 076-427500

E-mail: hrmgr@khaolak.lermeridien.co.th

Please note that these positions are open to Thai nationals only.

2

/¢ MERIDIEN

KHAO LAK BEACH
& SPA RESORT

HR/ADMIN - URGENTLY REQUIRED

provided.

available.

@ Responsible for the recruitment/training of all workers and to
provide office admin support.

® Female 25+, outgoing personality, good planning, computer
and organizational skills are essential.

® Good command of English is essential. Full training will be

Other jobs available: Pest control/hygiene operators, cleaners
and English speaking security guards. Samui positions also

Good salary and allowance. For more details contact: Stephen
on 06-1755881, stephen@pcs.co.th, www.pcs.co.th

ﬂ! N ew @of}(r (S/m ) in 61102&{'&:;:7

Urgently Requires
1. Experienced cooks; 2 positions
2. Shift managers; 2 positions

- Fluent English (speaks & read)

3. Kitchen workers; 10 positions

- Basic English

4. Customer service; 6 positions

- Fluent English

For more information, please contact K.Kung
Tel: 07-9290328 Fax: 076-383418

Dive Supply is a leading importer of scuba diving equipment
located in Phuket and we are looking to recruit for the following

Sales Representative

position:

- Foreign National, must speak German, English, age over 25

- Experience in scuba diving, divemaster or instructor certificate
- Sales experience for at least two years

- Friendly and outgoing personality, flexible and energetic

We offer a good salary and excellent benefits such as; long-term
employment, work permit, one-year visa and many more.
If you think this is you, please send your resume to
info@divesupply.com

EXPERIENCED
INSTRUCTOR

Dive Asia is looking for a
Sales Manager for our
Patong office. Success-
ful applicant should be a
diving instructor, be flu-
ent in German and Eng-
lish and have previous
experience in sales. Dive
Asia offers a competitive
salary and will supply a
work permit. For more
information, please call
Tel: 076-330598, Fax:
076-284033, or Email:
juergens@diveasia.com
or see our website at:
www.diveasia.com

ADMIN STAFF

required. Applicant must
have experience in account-
ing, working on a computer,
and be able to speak English.
Pls contact for info. Tel: 076-
281401-2, 01-0794137.
Fax: 076-281400. Email:
sdephuk@Ioxinfo.co.th

OFFICE ASSISTANT
Inbound tour operator is seek-
ing office assistant to join our
team. Applicants must be
able to speak and write En-
glish. Computer knowledge
required. Thai nationals only.
Please contact for more info.
Tel: 01-5535002. Email
sales@thailandholidays.de

MARKETING / BIZ
relations. Bluesky Alliance, a
growing travel service com-
pany, is seeking qualified
staff for marketing/business
relations. Applicants must
meet the following qualifica-
tions:

- Exceptional communication
and negotiation skills in both
English and Thai.

- Ability to build business
relationships and solve prob-
lems.

- Self-driven and ability to
work independently under
minimal supervision.

- Working or trained experi-
ence in the hospitality indus-
try.

Please email or fax your
resuml for consideration. Tel:
076-248459, 09-4740065.
Fax: 076-248754. Email:
career@bluesky-alliance.com

SECRETARY NEEDED
for dive center in Karon. Must
have good English skills and
a car driving license. Tel:
076-398040. Email: info@
sunrise-divers.com

SEEKING A NANNY

Part time, also some clean-
ing. Childcare experience &
references are necessary.
Must speak English and have
own transportation. Please
contact for more information.
Tel: 07-2760141. Email:
kat@helicam-asia.com

SALES EXECUTIVE

Invited to apply for a chal-
lenging position in Phuket.
Franke (Thailand) will open
soon in Phuket and we
need a colleague to handle
and expand our business.
Requirements include: at
least 1 year of sales expe-
rience, preferably in kitchen
equipment or sanitary
ware, Thai nationals only,
bachelor's degree, aged up
to 40 years, and have a
good command of written
and spoken English. Please
email resuml and cover
letter to:

FTH-info@franke. com
www.franke.co.th

ADMINISTRATOR,

secretary. Coordinate and
administer a small, smart of-
fice with a Western manager.
We would like candidates
who can organize informa-
tion for easy access. Pls con-
tact for more details. Tel:
076-236616, 01-8952206.
Fax: 076-236617. Email
siamuk@loxinfo.co.th

PINATA

(party supplies). Shop assis-
tant urgently needed. For
more information or to apply
please call Tel: 09-4824668
or 06-56933276, or Email:
muggymind@hotmail.com
For more info about Pinata
(party supplies), please see
our website at: www.
pinatapartyplace.com
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) Islandpools.co.ltd,

Islandpools.co.ltd, has extensive experience in the swimming pool
industry in Thailand and Australia. We are now looking to recruit staff
for the following positions:

PROJECT COORDINATOR

- 10 years’ experience in construction with 5 years in a management position
- University degree in engineering or business management

- Good command of written and spoken English

- Must have computer skills

- Thai Nationality

OFFICE MANAGER/SECRETARY
- 8 -10 years’ experience
- Diversified import business
- Distribution
- Construction
- Servicing
- Growth management skills
- Good command of written and spoken English

SALES EXECUTIVES

- 5-10 years’ experience handling key accounts
- Wide customer base in Thailand

- Large product range; local & imported products
- Good command of written and spoken English

The above positions offer excellent benefits and salary appropriate to the
applicants experience and abilities. For consideration, please forward your
resume to:

moose@islandpools.co.th or islandpools@hotmail.com

Phuket Gazette

The Phuket Gazette seeks to fill the following positions:

|I. ACCOUNTING MANAGER
This is a new position in a rapidly expanding company. Qualified candidates will be Thai, aged
atleast 28, and have:

» A bachelor's degree or higher in accounting

» Minimum 2 years’ experience in accounting management

» Knowledge of tax and other statutory filings

» Ability to communicate effectively in English

The successful candidate will be the chief financial manager of the company. Salary and benefits
will be commensurate with the importance of the position, which reports to a major shareholder.

II. IT TECHNICAL SUPPORT OFFICER
Responsibilities:- The Technical Support officer will focus, at least initially, on hardware and
system maintenance, and networking issues (TCP/IP, LAN).

» Male or female, Thai nationality

» Diploma or degree in computers or a related field

» Atleast 2 years' experience in networking and hardware maintenance

» Good interpersonal skills

» Good command of spoken English would be an advantage

l1l. ASSISTANT DISTRIBUTION MANAGER
» Male or female, Thai nationality
» Bachelor's degree in any field
» Strong command of English would be an advantage
» Able to work as part of a team

Qualified candidates are invited to send a CV to Rungtip Hongjakpet, Managing Director, by email,

: Islandpools.co.ltd.
53/83-84 Thepkrasattri Rd, Srisoontorn, Thalang, Phuket, 83130

Tel/Fax: 076-273087

2
huket One

Realestate

PHUKET ONE REAL ESTATE, EXCLUSIVE SELLING &
MARKETING AGENTS FOR 15 HOUSING PROJECTS
IN PHUKET, REQUIRES QUALIFIED STAFF TO JOIN
OUR EXPANDING COMPANY. THE POSITIONS ARE
BASED IN PHUKET AND ALL POSITIONS REQUIRE A
HIGH LEVEL OF PROFICIENCY IN ENGLISH.

GENERAL MANAGER RENTAL DEPARTMENT
EXPERIENCED IN ESTATE MANAGEMENT, PREFER-
ABLY IN PHUKET, TO ESTABLISH PHUKET ONE
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT.

ASSISTANT MANAGER RENTAL DEPARTMENT

THAI NATIONAL, EXPERIENCED IN ESTATE MAN-
AGEMENT, PREFERABLY IN PHUKET.

PERSONAL ASSISTANT TO SALES MANAGER
THAI NATIONAL, MUST SPEAK & WRITE ENGLISH
WELL, WILLING TO TRAVEL.

JUNIOR SALES TRAINEES
THAI NATIONALS, WANTING TO LEARN THE REAL
ESTATE BUSINESS; GREAT OPPORTUNITY.

SALES CONSULTANTS
THAI NATIONALS, EXPERIENCE NOT NECESSARY;
CAR REQUIRED; SPEAK & WRITE ENGLISH WELL.

PROSPECTIVE CANDIDATES REPLY TO KHUN
RATTIYA SUPPLYING RESUME, RECENT PHOTO &
PHONE NUMBER.

Send to: info@phuketonerealestate.com

Gazette Online Classifieds 4,000 readersevery day

CHEFS, COOKS
& ADMIN STAFF
REQUIRED

Molly Malones Irish Pub
requires skilled chefs,
cooks & administrative
persons with experience in
western/Euro-style cook-
ing and restaurant admin-
istration respectively.
Please apply in person or
send your CV by email or
post to: Molly Malones
Irish Pub. 94/1 Thawee-
wong Rd, Kathu, Patong
Beach, Phuket 83150.
Tel: 076-292771, 076-
296706. Fax: 076-292-
774. Email: mollymalones
@loxinfo.co.th

CHIEF ACCOUNTANT

The Mangosteen Resort &
Spa, the b-star luxury bou-
tique resort in Rawai, is look-
ing for a Chief Accountant
with at least 5 years of hotel
experience. English-language
and computer skills are
needed. Please submit your
CV by post or email. Tel:
076-289399. Fax: 076-
289389. Email: myfuture@
mangosteen-phuket.com

TEACHERS REQUIRED
English, Spanish, Chinese,
Math, Physics and Chemis-
try teachers required till end
of May '05. Pls call for more
informoation. Tel: 076-282-
232,01-9794140.

fax or post to:

The Phuket Gazette Co Ltd
367/2 Yaowarat Rd, T. Taladyai, A. Muang, Phuket 83000
Fax: 076 213971 Email: rungtip@phuketgazette.net

MASSAGE THERAPIST
Well-established (10 years)
health spa is looking for male
and female therapists spe-
cializing in Thai massage and
traditional treatments.
Please contact us for more
information. Tel: 673-279-
0051, 67-38814180. Fax:
673-2790053. Email:
cantikbeautyline@hotmail.
com

Employment
Wanted

LIVE MUSIC DUO

Music and songs from Spain
and Brazil by international gui-
tarists from Europe. Ideal for
your high-class restaurant.
Pls call for more information.
Tel: 01-2720571.

PEOPLE-RELATED

work sought. Articulate, flex-
ible Englishman with exten-
sive experience in hotel and
tourism industry looking for
related opportunities in
Phuket. Guest relations and
sales and marketing a forte.
| have a BA in Thai Language
and Southeast Asian studies.
Tel: 053-810352. Email
saxbyalex@hotmail.com

25% Discount on Classifiedsfor Shopper Card Holders

|F YOU...

Place your ad in these pages;
Present your Shopper Card; and
Pay for the ad at our offices,

you’'ll enjoy a 25% discount* AND have your ad appear free of
charge in the Phuket Gazette Online.

With more than 10,000 visitors a day, the Island Trader Onlineis
Thailand’'s most active classified marketplace.

* Ads may be submitted in person or online (phuketgazette.net/classifieds), but
must be paid for at the Gazette offices. The discount is not available when
payment is made at our agents.

The Phuket Gazette Co Ltd
367/2 Yaowar at Road, Phuket Town
Tel: 076-236555 Fax: 076-213971
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Tout, Trader & Trumpet

Articles

For Sale

USED OFFICE
equipment. Aircons: Saijo
Denki 26,000 BTU, 25,000
baht; Uni Air 18,000 BTU,
6,000 baht. Desk + counter
showcase, very low price. Pls
call Tel: 01-8931739.

SNOOKER TABLE
Full-size snooker/pool table
with all accessories. As new.
Pls call for details. Tel: 09-
9725226.

ROYAL-CLASS RATTAN

furniture, opposite Phuket
Shooting Range in Chalong.
Please call for details. Tel:
076-280415, 09-7255194.

Boats &
Marine

MOTOR BOAT 27FT
Fiberglass, 2x120 hp Nissan
diesel, Thaiflag, trailer and din-
ghy. 300,000 baht. Pls call for
details. Tel: 09-7275673.

SAILBOAT

Thai-registered, 25ft sailboat
for sale. Has about US$4,000
in charter bookings currently
in hand. Asking US$20,000.
Best offer gets the boat. Pls
contact for more info. Tel:
076-383080, 06-9401860.
Email: bigasail@samart.co.th

BOAT FOR SALE

29-foot fiberglass motor
yacht with Thai registration.
2 x 280hp Mercruiser en-
gines. Price: 3.5 million baht
ono. Please contact for more
details. Tel: 076-239864.
Email: hktmkt@ksc.th.com

SPEEDBOAT

for sale. 256 Mercury engine,
holds 8-10 people. Price only
300,000 baht. Please call for
info. Tel: 06-9511366.

DIVE EQUIP 4 SALE
BCD Sea Quest, size M/L, wet
suits. Long, short & ABC stuff
—only used 2 seasons. Pls call
forinfo. Tel: 01-0844032.

LEE MARINE

JOIN
LEE MARINE
AT THE
PHUKET
BOAT SHOW
BOAT LAGOON
MARINA
DEC 9-12

maran

Azirr!ut 54

bl

23,500,000 THB
Boat Lagoon
Andrew de Bruin 01 894 1530

Yacht Haven
Jim Poulsen 01 891 3237

email;
brokerage@Ileemarine.com
www.leemarine.com

Marieholm 26

lelsure

4 Cabin Launch
Ideal for functions Small cruiser
Fully rebuilt 2001 1975, Fiberglass
THB 8,600,000 THB 1,650,000
contact contact
broker@thaimarine.com broker@thaimarine.com
076-273464 076-273464
THAI THAI
MARINE MARINE

lelsure

Find more Classifieds Property ads at
www.phuketgazette.net/

This new 2005 model is one of Boston
Whaler's most versatile boats on the water,
The Dauntless 220 is rigged for all activities,
sports ﬁshm& walerskiing or just island

hopplng Wi

d portable head you are ready for

arl)'il’llng Tms boat is now on the way from

e Boston Factory. Contact us now and be
lhs first Dauntless on the water!

NEW ARRIVAL TO PHUKET
Royal Phuket Marina Yachts are pleased to

the arrival of Australia’s favorite

the inclusion of the T-top, deck

Savage SL 500 Aluminum Runabout

YACHT SALES

SOLE DISTRIBUTORS
5T 6

Sunse Eker
X
_—
Absolute performance,

style & luxury

\.._:“:,::\5/

R H

Standard Of Excellence
Speed Changes You

FOSTON

WHALER

recreational toy, the Savage Alumi Run-
about. This boat is great for all level of users
and is practically indestructible!The complete
Rehfindor & cockpi carpet Nothing ieft but to

nder carpet.Nothing left bu
“JUST mnmw

S ioaREe S

The Unsinkable Legend

Royal Phuket Marina Yacht Co., Ltd.

68/1 Moo 2 Thepkrasattri Road, Koh Kaew, Muan
Tel: +66 (0) 76 239 762, +66 (0) 76 239 755

Craig: +66-1-970 0583

crangm@myalphuketmanna com, yachts@rwalphuketmannaoom —

, Phuket, 83200, Thailand.
ax: +66 (0) 76 239 756

—

Archery

We are exploring the
possibility of setting
up a small Archery
Club on Phuket.

Interested latent
Robin Hoods, with or
without experience,
should contact . . .

archery@lagunaphuket.com
or telephone Little John at
076 271 006

Aoohoics Anonymois

is holding meetings in English
at the following places:

Phuket City
Mission Hospital
on Wed and Sun at 7 pm

Bangkok Phuket Hospital
on Fri at 7 pm

Patong
Patong Hospital
on Mon, Tue, Wed, Sat, Sun
at 7 pm and on Fri at 8 pm

Business Opportunities

PATONG GUESTHOUSE
for lease. 10 min walk to the
beach. 10 rooms with kitch-
en, office, pool table & sat
TV. 6.5-yr lease, asking 3
million baht. Pls call for pics
and info. Tel: 076-342280,
01-9781956. Fax: 076-290-
383. Email: palm@phuket.
ksc.co.th

RESTAURANT: B10K
Restaurant with equipment
for rent in Chalong. Close to
main road and has a sea
view. 10,000 baht. Contact
for details. Tel: 09-2917162.
Email: somthawin_pw@
hotmail.com

SAFE PATONG
investment. Consistent in-
come all year. Easy to manage
building with a mix of tenants.
b-year lease with fixed low
rent. Key money only, 1.8
million baht. Exceptional value.
Tel: 01-9241447. Email:
junaworn@hotmail.com

FACTORY 4 SALE
Drinking-water factory - 450
sqm - on Koh Lanta, Krabi,
for sale at 1.2 million baht.
Pls call Tel: 01-8931739 for
details.

PARTNERSHIP OFFER!

| am a German businessman
offering a 50% partnership in
a newly established ltd co in
Phuket (Holiday Owvnership).
| have 15-years’ experience
in Europe and Thailand and
good connections here in
Thailand. Work permit is no
problem! Business begins im-
mediately, all prepared, no
waiting time! Participation:
25,000 euros. Pls contact for
more info. Fax: + +-1-320-
213-9083. (USA) Email:
lifestylexx12001@yahoo.de

BAR FOR SALE

Located in Kamala. 350,000
baht. Tel: 04-0631041. Email:
longmadoogil69@hotmail.
com

LIMOUSINE

concession. Profitable limou-
sine operation for rent at an
established resort in Phuket.
Requires professional limou-
sine operators with a mini-
mum of 2-3 recent-model
sedans to be standby, uni-
formed drivers. Available from
December 1, 2004 onwards.
Interested parties please email
for terms of reference. Email:
gmseasia@gmail.com

SPA FOR RENT
Profitable spa operation for
rent at an established resort
in Phuket. Requires renova-
tion and professional man-
agement. Available from
February 2005 onwards. In-
terested parties please email
for terms of reference. Email:
gmseasia@gmail.com

BEAUTY SALON

for sale. Completely remod-
eled and fully equipped. Great
location, low monthly rent &
good profits. 240,000 baht
for quick sale. Tel: 07-897-
7249. Email: tipriya@hotmail.
com

PUB FOR SALE

Thai pub with live music
everynight. Fully equipped,
good profits & low rent.
395,000 baht for quick sale.
Tel: 07-8977249. Email:
tipriya@hotmail.com

RESTAURANT

Baitong Restaurant in Karon
is now for sale. Please call for
more information. Tel: 076-
323334, 09-7244307

BRAND NEW BAR
Never-opened, fully-fitted bar
and restaurant with living ac-
commodations. Includes
shop/office, car park, brick
BBQ, pool table, new sound
system and flat-screen TV
with UBC. Too much to list,
must be viewed. Il health
forces reluctant sale. 3-year
lease, 900,000 baht. If genu-
inely interested, act quickly!
Please contact for more info.
Tel: 09-2892297. Email:
bountyasia@ yahoo.com

GUESTHOUSE 4 SALE
near the Sheraton, Sofitel and
central Krabi. 70 meters from
the beach. Pls call for more
info. Tel: 01-3703109.

DISTRIBUTOR

Work on your own. Freedom,
health and good earnings
with Herbalife. Pls call for
more info. Tel: 07-8054344.

BUSINESS WANTED

Looking to rent an inexpen-
sive bar, restaurant, shop or
guesthouse in Patong with
excellent potential in a good
location. Pls call for more in-
formation. Tel: 01-8162066.

PHUKET CITY
Well-known, successful food
outlet with solid expat cus-
tomer base. Unique, easy to
run and good turnover. Quick
sale due to other commit-
ments. Pls call for more info.
Tel: 07-2736315, 01-893-
5135.

Business
Products &

Services
|

SAFEWAY STORAGE
Self store with 24-hr secu-
rity from 600-2,200 baht/
month. For more info call
Tel: 01-8924804, 01-
1251873 or visit www.,
safewayphuket.com

PHUKET STORAGE

Rawai yard with covered
parking for boats & cars.
We can customize your
shelving needs in our as-
sorted sized lockers. 100
baht per cubic meter. Call
Tel: 09-9088675.

RANONG DAY TRIP
1,300 BAHT
Tour bus (not minibus).
Big seats, price includes
lunch, dinner and snacks.
No extra charges. Please
contact us for details. Tel:
04-7457024. Email:
kingrw80@hotmail.com

COCONET - WIRELESS
Internet access. Hotspots for
Internet caflls, restaurants,
bungalows, hotels, resorts,
and apartments. Attract
more customers and increase
sales with our value-added
solution. Generate new in-
come with prepaid cards, and
augment advertising with the
service. Base installation only
3,900 baht. Visit website or
contact for more info. Tel:
076-280249, 06-9535697.
Email: info@net-seven.com
http://www.net-seven.com

RAWAI PROPERTY

shop. Let us help you to sell or
rent your property. Please call
us to list your property in our
office and on our website or
visit www.ounphuket.com for
more info. Tel: 06-6831147.

ACCEPT CREDIT
CARDS ONLINE

When you sign up for
PayPal, you can start ac-
cepting credit card pay-
ments instantly and you
can also add a shopping
cart to your website plus
many other selling tools. As
the world’s number one
online payment service,
PayPal is the fastest way to
open your doors to over 40
million member accounts
worldwide. Best of all, it's
completely free to sign up!
For further details, please
see our website at http://
www.paypal.com/us/mrb/
pal =PDQPTEW42XVJG
Tel: 076-263250, 09-
6461378. Email: jim@
motorcowboy.com
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CLASSIFIEDS

Tout, Trader &

Trumpet

VISA RUN

with Phuket Air. Daily to Haad
Yaiat 11 am. Arrive Phuket
at 6 pm. Only 2,950 baht.
Please contact for info. Tel:
076-344521, 06-6822969.
Email: smith@taurus-travel.
com

SONY DIGITAL

camera. Sony Mavica CD300.
3.3 Megapixels, 6x zoom. As
new, perfect condition. Cost
42,000 baht; selling for less
than a third of that: 11,000
baht. Please call Tel: 01-
8922824 for more informa-
tion.

COMPUTERS

English Computerman — new
and used PCs, repairs, parts,
accessories and software.
ADSL Internet - no phone, no
problem. Tel: 09-4735080.

Personal
Services

Tle Movemeni Centen
Self-Healing Body-Mind
Workshops/Private Sessions

Packages offered for residents.
Call 01-797-5065

www.phuketmoves.com

LEARN THAI AT HOME
Thai conversation and les-
sons in your home with
charming Thai lady. Also ba-
sic English lessons for Thais.
Tel: 01-7971497. Email:
churee77@hotmail.com
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"Gt Fiv The Body's Wy
at The Movement Center
in Chalong every M/W B:30 pm
in Surin Tues at 6:30 pm.
Call 01-797-5065
www.phuketmoves.com
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"Stillness in Motion"
Relax the body, calm the
mind and promote self-healing.
Email: serenethai@yahoo.com

-’_"-C"/Kiﬁ///? ¢ ’_‘/l/ f?fa/uzy

Yoga & Meditation
Counseling
Psycotherapy
Fasting & Detoxing

Call 01-2720571
www.atsumihealing.com

¢

"EASTERN-WESTERN PHILOSOPHY"
Physiotherapy. Hydrotherapy.
Weatsu, Massage & more
Call 01-719-0993
www.alba-wellness.com

THAI LESSONS

now available in Phuket. Need
to leam Thai? Don't hestitate to
contact me for more details.
See you soon. Tel: 04-058-
7988, 04-0587988. Fax: 04-
0587988. Email: lovelyananda
@hotmail.com
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sheraton Grande Laguna Phuket

lay at Tea House from 19 Nowv. - 5

+  Dec. 2004

native Australian cuisine from 27-31 Now.
2004 from 6.30 - 10.30pm

n themed buffet dinner at Market
ympanied by a live cooking show

and entertainment

< - Dining Downunder™ - Wine Dinner at Tea

—ll

INT'L DRIVERS
LICENSE

5,000 baht, valid up to 10
years; or 6,000 baht for
validity up to 20 years.
Sole agent in Thailand.
Please call for more de-
tails. Tel: 04-0068736.

TUTOR NEEDED

Tutor required for UK 2005
A-level student during visit to
Patong over Christmas &
New Year. Subjects: History
(The Roosevelts); Religious
Studies (New Testament);
Business studies. Please call if
you think you can help! Tel:
004-4797326. Fax: 00-442-
0779. Email: gaskelljacobs@
hotmail.com

RUSSIAN NATIVE

| am looking for a native-
speaking Russian for conver-
sation, two hours a day. | will
be in Patong for 2 months,
from December 04 to January
05. Please send me your de-
tails. Email: ivangroznii@
libero.it

AREE (“TIP”)
PORNSAWAS

| need to contact Aree
Pornsawas, nickname Tip,
of Songkhla Province. Her
last known address was/is
Amphur Thalang, Phuket.
Any family or friends
knowing where Khun Tipis,
please contact Arthur with
her new phone number.
Please, Tip, itis urgent that
| contact you. Email:
fourseasons@dodo.com.au

BACKGAMMON
partners. Retired businessman
is looking for playing partners
on Phuket. Please call Tel: 076-
386113,01-5778443.

THAI THE KNOT
introductions. We introduce
sincere gentlemen of any age
worldwide to respectable,
beautiful marriage-minded
Thai ladies. All our ladies have
good jobs working in offices,
banks, hospitals, etc. VISA:
We also offer a visa service to
enable your Thai lady to enter
your country of residence
worldwide. British manager
resident at our Thailand office.
View our ladies on our website
today! Or telephone David.
Tel: 02-664 0241. Email:
team@thai-love-hearts.com
For further details, please see
our website at: www.thai-
the-knot-intro.com

Motors

Saloon Cars
Trusted Suppliers of Phuket's Finest Qualily Vehicles

SURE MOTOR

The Jor Charcen Motor Dealership Est. 1993

SILVER BMW 318i

Lovely condition inside and
out, Alpina wheels,
120,000km, Just serviced.
Bargain! 195,000 baht. Pls
call for details. Tel: 06-
6875349, 01-2717701.

FORD EXPLORER

1996, red, 4.6-liter petrol, au-
tomatic, top-of-the-range full-
option model. Immaculate
condition inside and out. Cost
new: 3.5 million baht. Will sell
for 870,000. Tel: 091-378-
970. Email: bangkokney@
ethailand.com

‘93 MAZDA FAMILIA
Small Mazda pickup truck.
1500cc, alloy rims, runs excel-
lent and looks excellent.
Green. Email for a picture.
90,000 baht obo. Please con-
tact for more details. Tel: 66-
078849975. Email: shmiggy3
@yahoo.com

PHUKET GAZETTE

Wheels &

ISUZU D-MAX
CAB 4

Highlander-3000, turbo, 4-
door, automatic with
14,000 km. 11 months old.
Sells for 790,500 baht new,
will sell for 590,000 baht.
Tel: 07-2845344.

GRAND CHEROKEE

1998 model, good condi-
tion, 176,000km, full op-
tions, dark green, first-class
insurance. 540,000 baht.
Pls call for more details. Tel:
07-2836716.

CHEAP CARS

93 Suzuki Jeep, 120,000
baht. '94 Honda Civic,
190,000 baht. Both are
taxed & insured. Pls call for
info. Tel: 01-0825707.

Motorbikes

JRD ‘SNOW’
125R SCOOTER

As new, rarely used, only
1,500km! Safety yellow, in
perfect condition. Cost
40,000 baht, now selling for
28,000. Please phone Tel:
01-8922824.

HONDA PHANTOM
January 2002 Phantom. Excel
lent condition. Carefully main-
tained by farang owner.
60,000 baht. Tel: 01-539-
5329. Email: grahamtre@
hotmail.com

HONDA WAVE RIMS
Brand new, factory original
spoked rims. Front and rear.
Never used. First 1,000 baht
takes both. Tel: 01-8941994.
Email: tomkat@phuket.ksc.
co.th
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MOTORBIKES
FOR RENT

Yamaha Nouvo automatic,
Honda Wave 125S, Honda
Wave 110S, Honda
Phantom(nevw model). Call or
email for the best price. Tel:
076-296443,09-7258575.
Fax: 076-296443. Email:
office@gasserweb.com
Book ONLINE at http://
www.gasserweb.com/
motorbike rentals.htm and
get 20% discount.

A1 CAR RENTALS

Toyata cars & pickups for
rent with first class insur-
ance. Special price for long-
term rentals. From 13,000
to 28,000 baht per month.
For more info. Tel: 09-
8314703.

TOYOTA SPORTRIDER
3-liter diesel, 4WD, 7-seater,
full leather interior, top of the
range VCD, CD/MP3 sound
system, full first-class insur-
ance, available for rent at very
good rate for long term. This
private expat car will be avail-
able from 30/11/04. Be quick!
Contact by email or phone Tel:
06-9525071. Email:
bossphuket@fastmail.fm

90 BAHT A DAY
Motobike for rent, 90 baht/
day or 2,000 bht/month. Tel:
076-214794, 06-6837162.
Email: somthawin_pw@
hotmail.com

HARLEY WANTED

| would like to buy a Harley-
Davidson, preferably with
1,450cc engine. Please email
me details and price. Email:
somchai-silapong@usa.net

Public Announcement

for the

at

Volunteers are needed
as race marshals and helpers

Kids Triathlon

on Saturday, 4 December 2004
Dulwich International College

Please contact Les Bird
on 01-9267103 if you are able to help!
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wglcame to our showroom

We offer you the widest range of
kitchen furniture and appliances

Teka Phuket Showroom
52/15 Vichitsongkram Road,

T. Talad Nua, A. Muang, Phuket 83000
Tel: 076-234593, 234661

KUCHENTECHNIK

Fax: 076-234660 ” —
‘

Website: www.teka.co.th A ebianaod

“hoose wisely so you don’t have
to face the following problems.

0 @ THAI-DIEN
Building Technology
Building & Construction
Chemicals Since 1994

~ Waterproofing ~ Bitumen & polymer membranes & linings
x Structural repairs ~ High-pressure foam injection

~ Concrete floor repairs & treatment ~ ~ Sales, consulting and application

u All kind of sealants x Experience, know-how & reliability

~ Vapour & radiant barriers u Materials & work guaranteed

u Resin coatings u Materials made by Fosroc, Sika, Cormix,
u Pool tile repairs Lanko, Drizoro and Henkel.

70/31 Pattana Thongthin Rd., Soi Muangthong Uthit 1, Phuket, 83000.
Tel: 076 242 025, 01-397 1567 Fax: 076 391 680
E-mail: thaidien@hotmail.com www.phuketisland.infolthai-dien

e take pride in onr most exclusive selection 65 glazed
and éevvacotéa pottery from “Lhailand and our

) . L e — .
associated té_dcfol'u?s in Oictnam and C ./:uln,

-;'lt\["f{h' i .;m‘.-f :-‘1‘["11'1‘."1‘“: r‘ﬁ [":hlr'.rh"."l';'.-i'."( ?‘{a‘lff;'}'&'. weated near ;’f‘_‘;l'cif ,L}-.-i.-;m'n.

House & Garden Limited Partnership

8/1 Theph Rd, Sapum, Koh Kaew, Munag, Phuket 83000
Tel/Fax: (66 76) 239 600 Mobile: 01 893 3571, 01 891 9051
Email: 4seas@4seas.com www.4dseas.com

ENLER

PE-LINED STEEL PIPE

Untidy & bare piping, causing
stain & germ bui_ld—up
: Repetitiv

Breaking favorite files or R ' laceJeaking s
marble fo replace leaking pipes

Pipe leakage due 10
rodent damage

Choose a newly-built house in these projects because they care enough
to use the Syler piping system to supply your drinking water.

: . Katamanda
surin heights |

hai Lei Nak y
Baan Chai Lei Nakatani Village All Fo built by

Patong 076-290-156-9 & Kamala 076-344-544  Surin Beach 076-345-211 (authorized installer)

100% rust-free .
Cleanliness, free from any carcinogens (cancer- -
causing agents) and contamination from the piping system,
Strong and long-lasting (more than

50 years for interior building applications).

M Type C cold water é0c or less
Type H hot water 90c or less
All fittings suitable for temp. up to 90 ¢
*Petty Patent Protection no. 1009,
n PV.C. Co., Litd, T: 076-214-177, 07 6-259271-2 *Petty Patent and Patent Pending.
stigious Products & Services Co., Ltd. T: 076-2863%94
Jomthong Vasaduphun Co., Ltd. T: 076-225-031, 225-062
Syler Group Co., Ltd. T: 02-4349981-4

www.sylerpipe.com

Genuine Swimming pools

now on, the Desjoyaux family and partners
will take care, directly, of all existing and
future Desjoyaux pool owners.
To celebrate this, the new Desjoyaux
management i§ glad to present this exceptional
offer.

*"OFFER:

Spa, fully equipped, capacity: 3 adults

with 14 air jets, 15 hydrojets, 4 vertical jets,

ozonator and heater.

Free of charge for any person who orders a

Desjoyaux pool with our famous crosscurrent and hydrotherapy
system

(Mminimum size: 8x4m).

Offer non-transferable, valid only in Phuket; Phang Nga

and Krabi until 30,11,04.

Existing Desjoyaux pool owners: Where are you!

Please contact us in order to benefit of our complimentary check p for your pool.
Desjoyaux Phuket:

19/28 Moo 2 Chaofa Rd, T. Wichit, A. Muang, Phuket 83000
Tel: +66 76 263688 Fax: +66 76 264023
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