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L ONG LIVE
HM Queen Srikit

n 1965, Her Majesty Queen

Sirikit accompanied His

Majesty the King on atour

to boost cordial relations
with the United States and sev-
eral countriesin Europe.

In connection with these
state visits, Her Majesty com-
manded that research be con-
ducted and designs made for
various styles of Thai costumes.

Her Mgjesty’sinitiativere-
sulted in the development of
many Thai-style gowns and
dresses designed with funda-
mental lines going back to tradi-
tional dress.

Her idea culminated in a
total of eight magnificent styles
of Thai dress named after royal
palaces or mansions. In particu-
lar, the Thai Ruean Ton style is
well suited to casual occasions,
while the Chitralada style is for
more formal functions and the
Tha Boromphiman styleisideal
for occasionsrequiring full dress
and opulence.

During the state visits of
1965, Her Majesty’s exquisite
clothing was acclaimed wher-
ever the Royal Couple went.

The styles of dresses thus
initiated by Her Majesty became
known as the Thai Phra Ratcha
Niyom (Royally Favored Cos-
tumes). All were uniquely el-
egant, and highly artistic, and
integral to al of them was the
heritage of the country.

Her Majesty was inspired
to comment in a speech, “ Since
| have accompanied HisMajesty
on histripsto visit the peopleal
over Thailand, | have discovered
with pride that Thai people are
talented.

“If they are given the op-
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portunity, they can always cre-
ate excellent work.”

To this day, Their Majes-
ties the King and the Queen a-
waysgive Thai silk astokens of
appreciation to distinguished
guests.

After starting supplemen-
tary occupation projectsin rural
areasall over Thailand for many
years, in 1976 HM Queen Sirikit
set up the Support Foundation.
Her Mgjesty became the presi-
dent and patron of the Founda-
tion and donated a million baht

as capital for its establishment.
The objectives of the Sup-
port Foundation are to produce,
preserve and promote traditional
handicrafts asaway for farmers
and other low income people to
earn supplementary income af-
ter the end of the harvest season.
It also aims to preserve the folk
arts and crafts of each region.
Toaccomplishitsaims, the
Foundation provides training in
various appropriate cottage in-
dustries and promotes and seeks
new markets for local products.

HM the Queen continuesto
help peoplein every region of the
country. In many parts of the
northeast, silk- and cotton-weav-
ing projects were launched as
part of the Support Foundation,
while in the north, Her Majesty
has supported the weaving of
Chok — loom-embroidered silk.

In southern Thailand, HM
Queen Sirikit supports the mak-
ing of Koh Yor material in Song-
khla Province, brocade-making
at Phumriang in ChaiyaDistrict,
Surat Thani Province, NaMuen
Si material in Trang Province,
and Muang Nakhon brocade in
Nakhon Sri Thammarat.

Her Majesty has had the
vision to see that Thailand's
handwoven materialshave quali-
ties that cannot be matched by
factory-made cloth and preserve
the folk wisdom of former gen-
erations.

Her Majesty understands
the value of the work: that it is
not the yarn that counts in the
weaving of such materials, but
the heart and soul and artistic
gifts that the weavers pour into
each piece of cloth they make.

Through her vision and her
initiative, Her Majesty has
helped countless peoplein Thai-
land, and has al so hel ped to pre-
serve and elevatethe art and tra-
ditionsof the country. Inthe pro-
cess she has earned the love of
the people of Thailand.

On the occasion of Her
Majesty’s 72" birthday on Au-
gust 12, the whole country joins
insaying, “Long Live Her M-
esty Queen Sirikit.”

— Pranee Sakulpipatana
Assistant Professor
Phuket Rajabhat University

MOM TRI’S BOATHOUSE, simply the best ! ...

Praised by the International Press — the finest Thal, Euraopean and seafood cuisine.

The best wine cellar and Award of Excellence from Wine Spectator each year from 1995 onwards.
Live Music every evening. Open for lunch and dinner. Reservations recommended.

MOM TRI'S BOATHOUSE, Tel: 076-330 015 - directly on spectacular Kata Beach
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High-speed
bedmakers

spring
INto action

PHUKET CITY: This year’s
Hotelex Exhibition Food and
Beverage Show, which will be
held at the Royal Phuket City
Hotel from August 12 to 15, will
open with a thrilling “speedy
bed-making” contest.

The novel competition,
with 6,000 baht in prize money
up for grabs, will get underway
at 1 pm on August 12, marking
the start of the four-day show
that has been gaining in popu-
larity over the past few years, es-
pecialy for its bartender con-
tests.

Thisyear therewill bethree
bartender contests; solo amateur,
solo professional and profes-
sional duo.

Thewinnersof the amateur
contests will each receive a
champion’s cup and 5,000 baht,
while the top professional bar-
tending pair will each receive a
cup and 7,000 baht.

All winnersinthe bartender
contestswill also receive the op-
portunity to compete in the Na-
tional Bartenders Contest to be
held later this year.

The event will also seethe
return of the annual Miss Cock-
tail competition, with thisyear’s
prize being 6,000 baht

Thirawit Yingdamnoon,
president of the event’s organiz-
ers, the Food and Beverage Man-
agers Club of Phuket, said, “ The
aim of the event isto display to
theworld the high standard of the
food and beverage business in
Phuket.”

Entry to the show isfree.

Sipatargets B4/0m
budget for 2005

By Gategaeo Phetsawang

PHUKET CITY: Dr Manoo Or-
deedolchest, President of the
Software Industry Promotion
Agency (Sipa), has announced
that the agency will apply for 470
million baht to carry out projects
in 2005 to develop the use of in-
formation and communications
technology (ICT) in Thailand.

Key projects slated for
implementation next year include
the development of software for
small and medium-size enter-
prises (SMEs) in Thailand, and
the development of Thailandinto
the“e-learning” hub of Asia.

Dr Manoo said that Sipa
aims to have about 100 private
software companies involved in
the development of busi ness soft-
ware for Thai SMESs, using the
free, open-source OFBiz suite of
programs as a base.

The OFBiz suite includes
programsfor accounting, produc-
tion, inventory and order man-
agement as well as online mar-
keting and e-commerce tools.

The development of soft-
ware tailored for tourism busi-
nesses is also on Sipa’'s agenda,
Dr Manoo said, and the agency
is seeking participation by pri-
vate companies.

“However,” he added,
“there is alack of manpower in
this field. So Sipa is supporting
projectsto produce 200 I T work-
ers within a year, and 500 over
the next three years.

“Next year, we will spend
about 2 million baht each on 200
SMESs,” Dr Manoo said. “Wewill

test the [business] software in
parts of a company — for ex-
ample, in the front office of a
medium-size hotel — and help
people to use it in a way that
makestheir business more effec-
tive.”

He added that the Office of
SME Promotion will choose the
companiesor hotelsthat are suit-
ablefor the software and support.
“We may divide the budget so
that 30% isspentinthethreeICT
cities [Phuket, Chiang Mai and
Khon Kaen] and the remaining
70% is spent in the rest of Thai-
land.”

In developing Thailand as
an hub for “e-learning”, Dr
Manoo said that Sipaexpected to
develop e-learning software

within three years and distribute
it throughout Asia.

“We will use animation to
motivate children to learn,” he
said, adding that this software,
too, will be based on open source
programs, and will be devel oped
by programmers currently en-
rolled in Sipa's free six-month
computer animation course.

“We will produce teaching
media, such as video clips for
teachers and lecturers to down-
load from our website and use.
Students will be able to down-
load educational computer games
aswell,” he said.

The website and the soft-
ware available from it will cost
40 million baht to create, Dr
Manoo said.

NO-GO AREA: Phuket City Council recently completed
construction of a pair of gates aimed at limiting late-night access
to the Saphan Hin area, long a hotbed of youth crime activity.
The gates, on Kra Rd near the swimming pool, are closed daily

from 10 pm to 5 am.

100 high-tech camerasto boost security

PHUKET: Provided that the
money isforthcoming, 100 secu-
rity camerasusing the latest-gen-
eration Internet communications
protocol will be installed at 70
points across the island, includ-
ing the tourist areas of Patong,
Karon and Kata, to deter crime
and monitor traffic flow.

Dr Manoo Ordeedolchest,
President of the Software Indus-
try Promotion Agency (Sipa),

told the Gazette, “ Theideaorigi-
nally came from theformer Gov-
ernor [Pongpayome Vasaputi] to
useclosed-circuit camerasto pre-
vent crime and to keep an eye on
tourist areas for added security.”

Sipa’'s Acting Manager in
Phuket, RattanaWetprasit, added
that the system could also be used
to monitor traffic.

The idea was floated in
2000, when such aproject would

have cost 200 million baht. But
today, thanks to plunging prices
of cameras and software, it is
budgeted to cost 45 million baht.
The Information and Com-
munications Technology (ICT)
Ministry isexpected to pay about
20 million baht for the cameras
and the network, with the Provin-
cial Administration Organization
(OrBorJor) providing 25 million
baht for a monitoring center.
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The camerasto be used will
support 1Pv6 (Internet protocol
version 6), a communications
protocol, which is currently be-
ing deployed in the latest elec-
tronic devices, including mobile
phonesand online mediaplayers,
and which allows greatly im-
proved quality of streaming me-
dia

Dr Manoo said that the
cameras will probably be net-
worked initialy using cable be-
cause government regulations
currently do not allow use of the
high frequencies needed to net-
work them wirelessly.

— Dhirarat Boonkongsaen

Planstotap PM’s
B100bn promise

PHUKET: The Phuket provincial
government plans to ask Prime
Minister Thaksin Shinawatrafor
funding for projects to aid Phu-
ket's development during the
PM’s visit to Phuket on August
26 and 27 as part of his tour of
southern Thailand.

At the beginning of last
year, PM Thaksin promised more
than 100 billion baht to develop
Phuket into the country’s biggest
economic and tourism hubinthe
coming fiveto six years.

Vice-Governor Winai Bua-
pradit said that projectsto be pre-
sented to the PM include im-
provementsto al roads, the ports
and the airport; four-lane roads
linking Patong and Rawai with
the bypass road; a distribution
system for water from the new
Bang Neaw Dum reservoir; and
security camerasin tourist areas
(see story, this page).

Moreneighbor laborers
needed — employers

PHUKET: Atotal of 31,473 Bur-
mese, Laotian and Cambodian
laborerswere registered with the
government before the August 1
deadline, but local employers say
that many more are needed.
Kitti Nuisri, the Deputy
Chief of the Phuket Provincial
Employment Service Office
(ESO), noted on August 3 that the
3,304 employers who registered
neighbor laborers said that they
needed atotal of 18,162 more.

Gambling tops stats

PHUKET: Gambling has once
again topped the crime statistics
in Phuket, with 163 arrests be-
tween July 1 and 25.

Other common crimes in-
cluded possession or use of ille-
gal narcotics, with 72 arrests, and
illegal immigration, with 43
people arrested.

Violent crimes during the
period included two murders
(with no arrests to date), five
cases of attempted murder (with
three arrests made), two rapes,
and 12 cases of bodily harm.

14 die on roads

PHUKET: According to the lat-
est government statistics, 14
people died in motorbike acci-
dents on Phuket roads between
May 20 and June 20. A further
906 people were injured in mo-
torbike accidents, while 47 were
injured in car accidents.
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Assassinated
politician had
13 ‘conflicts

By Kamol Pirat

PHANG NGA: Policeinvestigat-
ing the July 30 assassination of
Nithat Siribenjakul, chairman of
the Phang Nga Provincial Ad-
ministration Organization (Or-
BorJor), say that K. Nithat was
involved in no fewer than 13 con-
flicts, any of which might have
triggered his murder.

K. Nithat was gunned down
by at least threemenriding inthe
back of a black Isuzu pickup as
he drove into the Takuapa bus
terminus at about 8 pm.

Speaking to the Gazette on
condition of anonymity the day
after the murder, an officer from
Takuapa Police Station said, “K.
Nithat drove his Jeep Cherokee
into the parking lot at the Takua-
pa bus terminus.

Hewasfollowed by ablack
Isuzu pickup bearing red license
plates, with about four men
riding in the back.

“The men in the pickup
opened fire on K. Nithat with
shotguns and handguns while he

was still driving. He died at the
scene.”

Pol Col Aroon Keawtha-
nee, Superintendent of Takuapa
Police Station, said, “He was in
conflict with many people in
TakuapaDidtrict, including adis-
pute over bidding for aroad con-
struction contract, and disputes
with other local politicians about
the Phang NgaOrBor Jor budget.

“We cannot rule out any of
the 13 possible motives because
any one of them could have led
to his death,” Col Aroon said.

He explained that officers
had questioned about 10 wit-
nesses, including fellow Phang
Nga OrBorJor member Niphon
Pechkul, whom Nithat visited
just before hewas gunned down.

Col Aroon said that 11mm
and 6.55mm casings were found
at the scene of the murder, along
with shotgun cartridges.

“l can't confirm whether
the gunmen are still in Phang
Nga” he said. “If | knew that, |
would have caught them al-
ready.”

Peddlers, ladyboystargeted

PATONG: Police arrested about
30 people on July 28 in a night-
time crackdown aimed at reduc-
ing the number of street peddlers
pestering touriststo buy trinkets,
plastic flowers, garlands or, in
Some Cases, Sex.

Pol Lt Col Boonlert On-
klang, of Kathu Police Station,
told the Gazette that Kathu po-
lice officers arrested about 30
vendors who annoyed tourists
walking along the beach road by
importuning them to buy their
goods.

“Some vendors have been
going into bars and disturbing
tourists who are trying to relax,
by begging them to buy goods.
More and more tourists have
been complaining to the police
about this, and we want to solve
thisproblem,” Col Boonlert said.

He added that some parents
were also arrested for sending
their young children out to sell
flowers until the early hours of
the morning.

“Children should not be out
at that time of night,” he said.
“They should be home in bed.”

Thevendorswerefined 500
baht apiece for causing a public
nuisance.

Headded that, in the period
leading up to the nighttime blitz,
Kathu Police had also arrested a
number of ladyboys for disturb-
ing tourists.

“We arrest ladyboys in
Patong every day, but we can't
solve that problem completely
because the ladyboys have no-
where to go —most of them have
been expelled from the bars in
Patong,” he said.

|» @

IT'S ATOUGH JOB BUT SOMEONE'S GOT TO DO IT: Vice-Governor Niran Kalayanamit welcomed

contestants in the Miss Thailand World 2004 contest when they arrived in Phuket on July 3.
The 50 beauty queens were on the island as part of their preparations for the final rounds,
which will take place in Bangkok on August 21. They stayed in Phuket for a week before
returning to the capital on August 6.

B100m earmarked for schools

PHUKET CITY: Phuket Provin-
cial Administration Organization
(OrBorJor) President Anchalee
Vanich-Thepabutr plansto spend
100 million baht on education
next year inadrive sheiscalling
“Better Phuket, Better Life".

Speaking at apress confer-
ence on July 28, K. Anchalee
said, “The OrBorJor’s revenue
for 2004 is about 300 million
baht, and thiswill reach as much
as 400 million baht in 2005. We
will spend 100 million baht of
that on education.”

K. Anchalee singled out
education as one of the most
pressing issuesin her policy out-
line on May 12, saying that the
national government’s decision
to allow teachers to take early
retirement had left more than 500
teaching positions vacant in
Phuket.

“Although we have a lim-
ited budget and 245 projects
waiting for budget approval this
year, education will be one of the
main issues we will focus on,”
she said at the press conference.

She added that the Depart-
ment of Local Administration in
Bangkok plans to establish an
“Education Fund” so that OrBor-
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Jor around the country can direct
funds into devel oping schools.

“This fund will be open to
applicationsfromall schoals,” K.
Anchalee said. “The OrBorJor
will be able to alocate funds to
schools that apply.”

Another project for which
funding has been approved isthe
improvement of Ao Por Pier.
“The 130-million-baht budget
has been approved, with 26 mil-
lion baht from the 2005 budget
and 104 million baht from 2006,”
K. Anchalee said. “We need to
make the area more attractive
first, then wewill consider acon-
struction plan. It will be similar
to Ao Chaong Pier.”

K. Anchalee also reported
that the first stage of her project
to expand the Community Police
—ordinary citizensempowered to
assist in police operations — is
complete, with 95 people having
completed the basic training
course.

“They will help the police
to provide security in communi-
ties,” K. Anchalee said. “We be-
lieve that the Community Police
can help prevent robberies, theft
and other crimes. The project will
be evaluated monthly. If we re-
ceive good overall feedback af-
ter six months, we will start the
second stage.”

— Anongnat Sartpisut

Turk insistsheisan FBI agent

PATONG: Poalice say that Turk-
ish citizen Tuncay Orser, who
was arrested on July 30 for pos-
session of afake ID card identi-
fying him as an agent of the US
Federal Bureau of Investigation
(FBI), continuesto insist that he
isarea G-man on a mission to
hunt down terrorists.

Orser, 31, was arrested af -
ter he showed what he said was

Furnishings
COutdoor/garden furniture
Flooring - Electrical services

PO, WO S - ML om

an FBI ID card at the front desk
of the Amari Coral Beach Hotel
when checking in.

An interview was eventu-
aly arranged with genuine FBI
agents, who denied that Orser
was affiliated with their organi-
zation.

Orser is now in prison
awaiting trial on acharge of pos-
sessing a counterfeit document.
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First refusal

SAMUT PRAKAN: Thelatest case involving two wives and a sev-
ered penis has a couple of notable twists. First, the victim was Bur-
mese, not Thai. Second, the mutilation came at his own hands — not
that of ajealously enraged partner.

On July 30, Samut Prakan Police were called to a laborers
complex in Samut Prakan Municipality to investigate areport that a
Burmese laborer had “hurt himself”. He had indeed.

Arriving at the scene, investigatorsfound aBurmese man, iden-
tified only as*“Phodong”, lying on the ground dressed only in black
underwear. He was writhing in pain and bleeding from wounds to
his abdomen and genitals — or at least what was left of them.

According to the report, 37-year-old Phodong had been keep-
ing two wives in the laborers complex (read: slum). His first wife
was on the second floor, his second wife on the third floor.

During the evening, Phodong had been drinking a lot in his
room. This put him in the mood for sex, so he began to get frisky
with his first wife. But the woman got all pouty and refused his
advances, citing his relationship with the second wife as the reason
for her reluctance.

Rather than simply walk up afloor to the pleasures of his sec-
ond wife, however, Phodong instead tried to light a fire and burn
down the entire building. The blaze was quickly extinguished by a
neighbor.

Phodong then picked up a knife and stabbed himself in the
stomach. Not long after that, he cut off his penis using a pair of
scissors. For hisfinale, he ran to the balcony and jumped off, land-
ing with a thud on the ground bel ow.

Despite all the self-inflicted trauma, Phodong survived the in-
cident and was|last reported receiving treatment in theintensive care
unit of Samut Prakan Hospital .

Thailand is largely regarded as a worldwide leader in the sur-
gical reattachment of severed penises, but this proved to be of little
help to Phodong :

Doctors ruled out the procedure for him, saying that the sev-
ered penis had been too badly crushed at the base during the fall.

Source: Khom Chad Luek
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nthe 2002-2003 dry season,
which was longer and drier
than most, former Governor

Pongpayome Vasaputi call-
ed inthe Royal rainmaking team
in a desperate attempt to alevi-
ate the resulting crisis.

Yet thisdrought occurredin
ayear when roughly 184 trillion
cubic meters of water had fallen
on Phuket’'s main land mass. In
theory, if al thisrain could have
been collected it would have
filled the island’s 8-million-cu-
bic-meter reservoir at Bang Wad
about 23 million times.

The problem, of courseg, is
that the vast mgjority of thiswa-
ter flows unchecked into the sea
during periods of heavy rainfall
and littleissaved for thedry sea-
son when it is needed.

With Phuket’s single reser-
voir at Bang Wad incapable of
fulfilling future demand, plansto
meet Phuket’ swater needsarefo-
cused on two new reservoir
projects, at Bang Neaw Dum in
Thalang, and at Klong Kratain
Chalong.

Yet evenif final budget ap-
proval for both these projectsis
granted — by no means a sure
thing — it will be three years at
least before these will be ableto
supply water to the population.

Given the precarious state
of theisland’swater supply dur-
ing the interim, the Gazette
asked anumber of local govern-
ment officials and residents
what steps people can take to
make better use of Phuket’s
abundant rainfall.

Poonsak Narksena, Chief
Administrative Officer of Patong
Municipality, said that water sup-
ply problems on the island are
rootedinalack of water manage-
ment expertise, coupled with the
fact that no single government
agency isresponsiblefor coordi-
nating water supply for the en-
tireisland.

Hesaid that new residential
projects should be required to
install underground tanksto store
rainwater from roofs. This addi-
tional supply could be used for

The greatest irony of Phuket's water supply
problems is that the island lies in the tropical
monsoon belt and enjoys copious amounts of

rain during its annual rainy season, which lasts
about six months in most years.
Government statistics show that an average of
about 2,400 millimeters of rain falls on Phuket
every year. Yet despite the island being among
the rainiest places on earth, its water supply
situation continues to worsen.
Sangkhae Leelanapaporn and Kamol Pirat
examine why this should be so.

watering gardensor washing cars
during the dry season.

All of Phuket’smunicipali-
ties have a policy of encourag-
ing collection of rainwater, he
noted, but thesefall short of mak-
ing compliance mandatory.

“We cannot enact regula-
tions forcing people to [store
water], because this would be
unconstitutional and people
could suelocal governments,” he
said.

K. Poonsak admitted that
most new homesdo not haverain
storage tanks, so most rainfall is
channeled directly into combined
drainage and sewage ditches,
whereit becomestoo polluted for
any practical use.

Most homeowners who do
storewater do so intanksbeneath
the soil [to limit evaporation], he
said, decrying the fact that very
few Phuket people now channel
rainwater from rooftops into
large earthenware jars, as they
did in the past.

He added that a campaign
to encourage water conservation
and teach water-saving tech-
niques is needed to help meet
supply needs during dry season
droughts.

Aroon Soros, Chairman of
the Rawai Tambon Administra-
tion Organization (OrBorTor),
called on Governor Udomsak
Usawarangkura to boost public
awareness of the need to collect
rainwater.
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He noted, however, that
most Rawai residents rely on
groundwater supplies, and few
had ever experienced a dry well
—even during the dry season. For
this reason, few Rawal residents
bother to storerainwater, he said.

He predicted that Rawai
will face water shortages in the
future and called on homeowners
toinstall gutters so that they can
collect and store water for their
own use.

“Phuket residents have
failed to tackle water supply
problems by taking any steps to
conservewater. That'swhy [parts
of the island] have faced serious
shortagesin the past two or three
years. The Governor must take
action immediately to solve this
problem by running a big public
awareness campaign,” K. Aroon
said

Chucheep Sung, acting di-
rector of the Provincial Water-
works Department (PPWD), said
that the key to solving shortages
is reducing waste. For this rea-
son, the PPWD advises home-
owners to check pipes and
plumbing fixturesfrequently and
repair any leaks as soon as pos-
sible.

He pointed out that dry sea-
son droughts are the result of an
unfortunate timing of events: the
dry season corresponds to the
high season for tourism, when
demand is greatest.

He noted that residents of

[ndtan Restairant

For frée transport
in Matong, call as
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WATER: WILL WE
EVER LEARN?

municipal districts with water
supply systems were the biggest
wasters of water. On average,
they use 200 liters of water aday
each, four timesasmuch asrurd
residents.

Specifically, he said taking
baths uses more water than a
simple shower or a traditional
Tha “splish-dlash” shower that
involves pouring water over one-
self with aplastic bowl. The av-
erage Jacuzzi uses 110 liters,
compared with just 20 liters for
an average shower.

When brushing their teeth,
he said, people should fill aglass
or bowl! with tap water rather than
allowing water to flow from the
faucet continuously, which al-

SLANGUAGE

z.x—u-x_r
T

{SCHOOL
TEFLPlus®

Teacher frainng

lows 45 liters of water to flow
uselessly down the drain over a
five-minute period.

Car washing is another
source of water waste, he said.
Rather than spray a vehicle with
ahose, which uses200-300 liters
of water per car washed, he rec-
ommended that car owners fill
buckets with water and then use
rags for washing and rinsing.

The PPWD, he noted, is
cooperating with municipalities
to encourage developers of resi-
dential projectstoinclude 1,000-
or 2,000-liter storage tanks in
each home in order to ease pres-
sure on the public supply during
the dry season.

Some homeowners have
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devised their own methods for
conserving water. Ouan Saelee,
a61-year-old Phuket native, told
the Gazette, “| save water in
many ways. Apart from collect-
ing it from therooftop during the
rainy season, | also put buckets
around mein the bathroom when
| shower.

“That way, when | shower,
much of the water falsinto the
buckets. It's not that clean, be-
cause it has soap and shampoo
init, but it's still fine for clean-
ing the bathroom or for watering
plants,” he said.

Jusoon Wattana, 73, canre-
member atimewhen the popula-
tion of Phuket wasin the tens of
thousands only, and water short-

+

24 Hr. Emergency

076 25 44 25

BANGKOK
PHUKET
HospitaL

vy phukethosplial.oom
Emall: info®phukethaspital.com

Jusoon Wattana remembers
when water shortages

were unthinkable yet people
channeled rainwater

into wells in their homes.

ages were unimaginable.

“My house still has awell,
but we switched to the munici-
pal supply about six years ago
when we realized that the qual-
ity of the well water had begun
to deteriorate.

“In the past, the location of
the well would always be some-
where that alowed rainwater to
be channeled from the roof di-
rectly intoit,” he said.

Suchwellscan still be seen
inside many older Sino-Portu-
guese dwellings, where they are
sometimes retained solely for
decorative purposes. Yet their
practicality could lead to a re-
vival intheir useif thewater sup-
ply situation continuesto worsen,
perhaps even being incorporated
into the design of new homes.

Phuket has 118 waterways
that flow year-round, but most of
these are too polluted to serve as
practical supply sources.

One source of additional
supply recently has been from
someof theisand’s113tinmin-
ing ponds. Found al over theis-
land, these have acombined stor-
age capacity of about 50 million
cubic meters of water. However,
many of them are controlled by
the private sector, making them
inaccessible.

Chalan Sarnrak, Chairman
of OrBorTor Kamala, told the
Gagzette that his administration
was considering making a deal
with tin mine ownersto augment
supplies in Kamala, where
homeowners continue to rely on
groundwater.

In K. Chalan’s experience,
however, residents tend to plan

for additional water suppliesonly
after problemsreach crisispoint.
As in Rawali, that hasn’t hap-
pened yet in Kamala.

“l used to campaign for
water conservation and rainwa-
ter collection, but it was not suc-
cessful. But | think it would be a
good ideaif local administrations
[were authorized to] force new
property developmentsto install
their own rainwater collection
systems,”said K. Chalan.

One man who would stand
to benefit agreat deal from such
regulations would be Prasert
Pinitvorakarn, who designs and
installsroof guttersfrom hisshop
on Chao Fa East Road.

He told the Gazette that
most of his customers contacted
him not to help save water, but
to protect wooden fixtures such
as doors and windows from wa-
ter damage.

“Most people in Phuket
have never stored rainwater, as
residentsin some other provinces
do. They think that rain water is
contaminated with airborne
chemicalsthat it will makethem
sick,” he said.

Infact, rainwater isalmost
always cleaner than untreated
ground or surface water. As it
does not comeinto contact with
the ground, it has fewer dis-
solved minerals and is far less
likely to be contaminated by
such pollutants asfertilizersand
pesticides.

But health concerns, real or
imagined, aren’'t the only thing
keeping new homeowners from
taking some responsibility in
helping to meet the island’s fu-
ture water needs.

Phuket native Surapong
Sawangtip, 39, recently bought a
home in one of the island’s up-
scale housing projects, and plans
to rely solely on the water sup-
ply provided to him by the project
developers.

“l don’t want to install gut-
tersbecausethey don’t ook good
and are unnecessary. We already
have a1,000-liter storagetank in
case the project’s supply is dis-
rupted.

“1 don’'t believethat collect-
ing rainwater is the answer be-
cause there is still alot of con-
struction going onintheareaand
that makes the roof too dusty,”
he said.
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s tough as stone may

be, it still requires

plenty of TLC to keep

it in tip-top condition,
according to Calum Ferguson,
the eponymous Stone Doctor of
therock rescue company. “ Stone
islikeaperson,” hemused. “Ev-
ery kind of stone is unique, any-
thing can go wrong with it and
each problem requires a differ-
ent treatment.”

Not spending money to
look after your stonefloor can be
expensiveinthelong run, he sug-
gests, and regular maintenanceis
the key to ensuring that it lasts a
lifetime. “ Stoneis beautiful,” he
reflects, “and it takes work to
keep it that way.”

The Stone Doctor has his
“surgery” at the entrance to
Rydges Beach resort in Cherng
Talay but, naturally, he doesn’t
expect his patients to come to
him. House calls are the order of
the day.

Mr Ferguson was a stone
specialist in his native United
Kingdom for four years, where
he learned his craft, and began
the process of setting up hiscom-
pany herein late 2003.

Stone Doctor has been op-
erating for around three months,
protecting, maintaining and re-
pairing stone — natural and man-
made — aswell as passing on ad-
vice to clients.

“More and more houses in
Phuket are being built with stone
asanintrinsicfeature of the prop-
erty, not just as a construction
material,” he explained. “Some
of these houses cost 40 million
baht and you don’t want the floor
to look shoddy in a house that
expensive. Looking after the
stone will also help maintain the
value of the property.

Treating the tablets

that way.”

“The market for stone-care
services is continuing to grow,”
he added.

Mr Ferguson explained that
natural stone surfaces should al-
ways be maintained by experts
although man-made stone can
usually be cared for by the manu-
facturers or wholesaers.

“The easiest mistake to
make isto think that one product
or technique can be applied to all
types of stone,” he warned.
“Terra cotta, marble, sandstone
and others can be ruined by try-
ingtototreat themall inthe same
way.”

Hegavetheexampleof one

HEART OF STONE: Stone Doctor Calum Ferguson
says, “Stone is beautiful, and it takes work to keep it

client who had used a regular
household detergent to clean a
marble floor, which damaged the
surface. The customer had then
tried to make the floor look bet-
ter by waxing it. “It looked ter-
rible,” Mr Ferguson said bluntly.
“We had to strip away the wax
and ‘re-crystallize’ the surface
before it looked better.”

He suggested that regular
periodic maintenance, as one
should do with a car, is the best
way to keep stone looking fresh.
Headded that protecting anewly-
laid floor with the stone equiva-
lent of Scotchguard is a little-
known trade secret in the battle

SHINING EXAMPLE: A little TLC can
transform a battered stone floor (below)
from a dull surface to a polished finish
(below, right).

£

against stains. “ The damagefrom
wine, coffee, oil, ink and a
myriad other liquids can almost
be eliminated by sealing the
stone,” he advised.

Mr Ferguson has a battery
of more than 40 different chemi-
calsat hisdisposal withwhichto
protect and clean stone floors.
“We import our products from a
company in Germany that has
been specidizing in stone treat-
ment for more than 50 years.
Customers can rest assured that
wewill usetheright treatment for
whatever surface or problem we
come across,” he said.

Itisdifficult to put an aver-

agepriceon hisservices, hesaid,
because each job is done on a
case-by-case basis.

“It depends, of course, ona
number of variables: the type of
stone; how large an area needs
to be treated; and what the prob-
lemis.”

Although naturally keen to
makeafinancial successful of his
business, Mr Ferguson said, “I
lovemy job. | love being ableto
repair a floor that a homeowner
feelsisbeyond salvation.

“l don’'t go in and just ‘do
the job’; | make sure that the
work is carried out above and
beyond the expectations of the
homeowner.”

The Stone Doctor gets most
of hispatientsfrom personal rec-
ommendations. “If someone is
happy with the service, he will
tell his friends or business asso-
ciates—particularly inthereal es-
tate business.”

He also said that many cli-
entsusethe servicefor repair and
six-monthly maintenance con-
tracts but he also gets called on
to seal and protect floorsin anew
building before occupation.

“1 am surethat thisbusiness
can be a great success,” he
grinned. “ Phuket first, then Bang-
kok and | even have my eyeson
the markets in Hong Kong and
Singapore.”

A manwith both feet firmly
on bedrock.

The Stone Doctor can be con-
tacted at Tel: 076-271217 or O7-
2824930 or by Email to: info@
stonedoctor.co.th

WARNING: SELLING ALCOHOL TO PERSONS UNDER 18 YEARS OLD IS ILLEGAL

When the tafte if peryect.

’ /T aan be the [lart of a_friendfkip
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Southern | damic schools face closure

uthorities have threat-

ened to shut down 21

Islamic schoolsin the

Deep South and throw
the schools' directors and prin-
cipalsin jail, after asserting that
the school s are breeding grounds
for militants.

Intelligence information
indicated that studentsand teach-
ers from the religious schoals,
known locally as pondoks, have
been involved in creating vio-
lence in the region, Deputy Edu-
cation Minister Sutham Saeng-
prathoom said.

The Education Ministry
will summon the schools' direc-
torsand principalsto ask for their
cooperation in the detection of
militant movements in their re-
spective schools, he said.

If the schools' leaders re-
fuse to cooperate, they will be
imprisoned for six months, fined
50,000 baht, or both, hesaid, add-
ing that the schools will also be
shut down.

Of the 21 schoals, five are
inYalawhilethereare eight each
in Pattani and Narathiwat prov-
inces.

K. Sutham said staff at two
schoolswereindirectly involved
in violencein the region, though
he declined to name the schools
in question.

Bad boys and girls: Alcohal,
truancy, pornography, gambling
and brawling are becoming more
prevalent among the country’s
youth, according to results from
alarge-scale survey by Assump-
tion University.

The survey questioned
14,783 young peoplein 29 prov-
inces between June 1 and July 24.
Respondents were between 11
and 26 yearsold, and 42.7% were
students.

The survey found that
42.2% of respondents drank al-
cohol, up from 37.1% last year,
and that the number of truants
had risen from 26.7% last year
to 28.4%.

More youths had viewed
pornographic materials, 38.1%,
compared with 25.5% last year,
while the number of young gam-
blersrose from 22.1% to 32.6%,
and 26.9% of respondents said
they had engaged in brawling, up
from 17.4% last year.

A total of 5.4% of respon-
dents said they had taken illegal
drugs at least once, with ya bah
(methamphetamine) and mari-
juanathe drugs of choice. In the
2003 survey, 2.76% admitted
they had tried illegal drugs at
least once.
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CLEAN SWEEP:
Sanitation workers
ensure that at least
the area outside
Bangkok City Hall is
smear-free ahead of
candidates’
registration for the
post of City
Governor.

Online treasure: A one-page
letter thought to have been writ-
ten by HM King RamaV was put
up for auction on the popular
eBay website earlier this month.

The letter, with a reserve
price of US$550 (22,569 baht),
showstheletterhead seal bearing
King Chulalongkorn’s initials
under theroyal crown, aswell as
his purported handwriting and
signature.

The seller, identified only
as“nino00”, listed the item with
its photo and description as “19
Sept 1908 |etter from King Rama
V to his brother. Folded. Good
condition.”

But the auction offer ex-
pired without any bids.

Sureerat Wongsangiam,
Deputy Director of the National
Archives, said after examining
theimage on thewebsite that she
thought the letter was probably
genuine.

Stupa storm: The heated debate
over women being barred from
entering temple stupas in north-
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Tel: 076-234892-3, 01-5357456

ern Thailand pointsto aneed for
society to resolve conflicts peace-
fully, asymposium at Thammasat
University was told recently.

Chalidaporn Songsamphan,
a lecturer in women's studies at
the university, said she was sur-
prised that people who regarded
themselves as devout Buddhists
were willing to become almost
violent in defending the custom
of barring women from entering
stupas, the inner zone of the
temples.

The debate flared earlier
this month when Khon Kaen
Senator Rabiabrat Pongpanitch

A

H

—— .

House & Pool

Construction Co., Ltd. srcs 1835
Thai - Garman Management

| * Prvade & commarcial consiruchon
| * Renoeabon # aferabon

* Swimming pools & Jdecuzeis

= Arpieciure desagn

* Buniding pavimvesion

BRM S Moo 7 Sl Yaun Rob Kb Ricsd
Fasval, Muang Phuket B3000
Tal OTE-ZE=E4R JRBOTE
FAX CTE-Z28845
Englsh- 018057410 Thai- 01T 1492819
E-eliil e bl mm-timines s Lom

m.ﬂun-hunlnmmm

began a campaign to remove
signs barring women from enter-
ing stupas. Sheranintofiercere-
sistance and condemnation from
many local groups.

“We may have to rethink
how we can co-exist,” K. Cha-
lidaporn said. “Those ‘devout’
Buddhists were apparently will-
ing to curse us and wring our
necks.”

Golf widows: Nikul lamjan, a
patron of the Field Marshal Plaek
Golf Course on the 13" Army
base, said that during the past few
weeks several stray bullets from
the nearby shooting range had hit
trees on the golf course while
people were playing.

He said that golfers were
understandably scared and had to
make adash for safer holeswhen
they heard gunfire.

Base Commander Col Pai-
sarn Thaweesap explained that
some membersignored therules,
using larger caliber firearmsthan
allowed and standing too closeto
the targets. “We have sent a re-
quest to the provincial com-
mander to check the shooting
range. Members will have to
obey therules,” Col Paisarn said.

Extreme ways: Slimmers who
forcethemselvesto vomit or take
laxatives could risk their health
by falling victim to the eating
disorder bulimia, a doctor warn-
ed on July 26.

Dr Charnwit Pornnoppadal,
a psychiatry lecturer at Chula-
longkorn University, said that
warning signsinclude binge eat-
ing followed by attemptsto purge
oneself of the food consumed
through induced vomiting or ab-
normally long periods of exer-
cise.

Bulimia can cause a min-
eral imbalance in the body, such
as low levels of potassium. In-
duced vomiting can harm the
esophagus, as well as causing
stomach bleeding, tooth decay,
irregular menstruation, dehydra-
tion and kidney failure.

If apatient doesnot receive
medical attention in time, he or
she could die, he said.

Around the Nation news roundup
is sourced from the pages of The
Nation and Kom Chad Luek

newspapers.
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LEO (July 24-August 22): Leos
who are refreshed by a recent
break should feel
ready to take on the
island, if not the
world. Next week
you will have to smooth ruffled
feathers at work; someone’s
noseis out of joint and al-
though the problem wasn't of
your making, otherswill look to
you for a solution. Wear
sunflower yellow to maintain a
positive outlook.

VIRGO (August 23-September
23): Chewing over the past can
only leave alingering bitter
taste. Virgoans who
are still unable to let
go of emotions that
should have been
buried long ago will benefit
from a heart-to-heart talk with a
trusted friend. The immediate
future holds sweet promise, if
you are really prepared to move
on. Business is about to become
more rewarding for those who
have laid strong foundations.

LIBRA (September 24-October
23): You will be ready for
action this week. If
e | you'vefinally
decided to stop
waiting for things to
happen, the starsarein an
auspicious position to support
any romantic moves you make.

Acting on impulse will bring
far better results than you could
have hoped for. Resist crying
over spilt coconut milk when a
minor mishap related to work
occurs mid-week.

SCORPIO (October 24-Novem-
ber 22): Thisis aweek when
one plus one just
refuse to add up to
two. Fractious
moods are likely to
affect close relationships; you
may want to consider taking
some time out; absence really
could make the heart grow
fonder. A minor storm on the
career front causes you to
reassess your talents, and not
before time. Wear lime green to
put a spring in your step.

SAGITTARIUS (November 23-
December 21): Appearances
can be deceptive and
those born under the
sign of Sagittarius
should be prepared
to reconsider first impressions
concerning a new acquaintance.
Someone you had dismissed as
being alightweight could
provide invaluable support in
any new business ventures
you' re hoping to get off the
ground. Single Sagittarians
should make a point of getting
out and about this weekend as
loveissureto beintheair.

CAPRICORN (December 22-
January 20): Your usua aver-
sionto changeis
conspicuous by its
absence this week,
which isjust aswell
because an unusual suggestion
stands a good chance of taking
root. Capricorns who are not
entirely happy with their
present lot in life will probably
welcome an opportunity to leap
into the unknown. You have
more power to succeed in
business than you realize. Wear
sky blue to help dissolve
inhibitions.

AQUARIUS (January 21-
February 19): If your mood
matches the gray
A/ Clouds swirling
overhead, the
answer is quite
simple: stop looking out the
window and moping. Aquarians
who are lacking in sunny spirits
this week must seek out new
horizons. This could be the
ideal time to take that trip
you’ ve been contemplating for
awhile. Paying a surprise visit
to an old friend will be more
than worth the effort.

PISCES (February 20-March
20): If your reasons
for wanting to take a
casual relationship
to new heights are

honorable, then expect a
positive result. But Pisceans
who have devious motives
should retreat into the jungle
before emotional damageis
done. On a more practical
note, discrepanciesin your
financial situation need urgent
attention. Get to work with the
calculator this weekend and
start working on aviable
budget to put into immediate
operation.

ARIES (March 21-April 20):
Exotic pleasures are forecast
for those born under
the sign of Arieswho
are ready to spoil
themselves alittle. If
you’ ve been keeping atight
grip on the purse strings
recently, it'stime to realize that
everyone deserves atreat now
and then. Your partner may be
in achilly mood this weekend;
leave them alone to thaw out
while you search out a good
time with friends.

TAURUS (April 21-May 21):
Taureans who are tempted to
indulge in a spot of
rock-climbing this
weekend are advised
to avoid overhanging
ledges. Flirting with danger
will bring no benefits, and
could easily result in a serious
loss of face. On amore positive

ANOTHER QUALITY PROJECT FROM LAND & HOUSES

Land & Houses Park Phuket

note, the way to resolve a
longstanding dilemma suddenly
becomes crystal clear. Tuesday
is your most auspicious day for
consolidating business agree-
ments. The number 9 holds
promise.

GEMINI (May 22-June 21):
The wheels of your buffalo cart
will be turning more
slowly than usual. If
you try to speed up
acertain process,
there’'s every chance that you'll
get stuck in adeep rut. Those
born under the sign of Gemini
are advised to cultivate patience
and redirect energy toward
personal matters. Scorpio has
some free advice to offer this
weekend; it won't do any harm
to listen to the voice of experi-
ence.

CANCER (June 22-July 23):
Cancerians are usually able to
deal with surprises
6 and don’t shy away
fromintrigue. Thisis
just as well because
you are certain to be dealing
with the unexpected this week.
August will bring various
opportunities for you to prove
that you can stand on your own
two feet. Get ready to wow a
captive audience and move a
few rungs further up the career
ladder.
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FLYING HIGH AND THAI: Viset Sontichai, Thai International’s District
Sales Manager for Upper Southern Thailand (2" from right) and Smathi

Piamsa-nga, District Cargo Sales Manager for Upper Southern Thailand
(right), join colleagues celebrating the launch of THAI's new ‘Thai Cargo,
Thai Care’ freight service at the Phuket Architect and Engineering
Exhibition at the Royal Phuket City Hotel.

VILLAGE PEOPLE: Phuket TAT chief Suwalai Pinpradab (left), Vichit Na Ranong, President
of the Tourism Council of Thailand (center), and Montri Reatong, Head of the Phuket
Provincial Strategic Development Division, celebrate the opening of the new function room
at the Pearl Village Hotel at Nai Yang Beach.

SCREEN TEST: SF Cinema City Advertising Manager Termbhan Mathawabhan
(left), Marketing Director Supat Ngamwongpaiboon (center) and PR Supervisor
Nalinee Chaliewkrienkrai are pictured at the official announcement of plans to
open a movie theater, the SFX Coliseum, at Central Festival Phuket.

SHAKE IT: Pictured at the launch party for the Hotelex Exhibition Food and Beverage
Show, which will run from August 12-15 at the Royal Phuket City Hotel, were
(from left) Pattanapong Aikwanich, President of the Phuket Tourist Association;
Napasorn Kakai, Deputy Director of the local TAT office; Amanpuri F&B Director
Thirawit Yingdamnoon; and Miss Cocktail 2004 contestants.

LEFT: The new President of the
Rotary Club of Patong, Friedrich
“Sam” Fauma (4" from right) and
the new Board of Directors (from
left) President-Elect Arnaud
Verstraete, Secretary David Arell,
Sergeant at Arms Paul Spring,
Vice-President Hari Bedi and
Treasurer Jirapa Eawsakul cele-
brate at the 3" Annual Installation
Night at the Holiday Inn Resort
Patong.

THE CAPE CRUSADER: Attorney-
General Rawat Chamchalerm
(right) and his crime-busting team
are welcomed to the Cape Panwa
Hotel by the General Manager,
Poomiphat Navanukroh (4" from
left) during a recent seminar on
fighting international terrorism.

To get your card, e-mail
shopper@phuketgazette.net

1" or call Anna at 076-236555
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GARDENERS

Thousands flocked to the Flower & Plant Show organized by the
Phuket Agriculture and Cooperatives Office (PACO) at Saphan Hin
from July 26 to August 4.

Somchai Wongsriwiwat, an official with the PACO, explained
that Phuket had been selected by the Prime Minister’s Office and
the Department of Agricultural Extension to mount the fair, called
“Flowers and Plants to Celebrate the 72™ Birthday of HM Queen
Sirikit”.

In addition to flower and plant displays and competitions, the
show featured food, agricultural materials, OTOP products, and
music and recreation on stage every night.

A special place providing handsome homes for

those who are a cut above the rest; homes that
realize those dreams you have nuwrtured for
wears., The modern Sino-Porluguese style of
these delightful homes combines beauty with

functionalily

Beauty that s complemented by
light breezes and the sound of
running water from the logoon,
creating o soothing atmosphere
that will bring trangulity and
peace to your life. The Boat Lagoan
Park Residence iz the perfect place
[for that exclusive lifestyle.

For more information plense contact: Boat Lagoon Park Residence at Phuket Boat Lagoon Resort
23/120 Moo 2 Thepkrasattri Rd, T! Koh Kaew, A. Muang, Phuket 83000 Thailand
Tel: 076-273466, 238048, 01-6932791 Fox: 076-238948
wini: pliaiketboatlogoon.com E-mail: property sale@phuketboatlagoon. com
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QGEEN AIR BOOKING CENTER CO.,LTD.

Your Travel Agent In Thailand (Since 1941)

Tel: 0-7634-0250 (Auso) Fax: 0-T634-1333 E-mali queemabc@loxinfo,conth
a4 Rar-Li-This 200 Pee Rad, Pasong Beach, Plaiker 83150 (Right o6 comer of
Fag-U-Thir 2001 Pee Breaid and Sai Mam Yen Read )

Best Deal On Airfares From Phuket or Bangkok, fares in US §
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OTHER CITIES, BUSINESS OR FIRST CLASS ARE AVAILABLE.
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ANDREW PARK il

VCKAGE and HOTEL BOOKING SAN
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Properties For Rent RECRA

Villa and Property Management Services
Development or Project Consulting

AMALIMG SPECIAL DAILY TOUR wid

Let us help you with your property requirements
be they large or small

PR ITHE ESLACH LD ISLAMTY SAFAK]

=

100,18 Chalermprakiat Road
{an the bypass road just north of Lotus)
Tambon Rassada, Amphur Muang, Phulket 83000
Tel: 66 (76) 354-016 Fax: BB (FB) 354-019 g T—
E-mail: sales@andrewpark-phuket.com WHITEWATER RAFTING PHUKET FANTASEA, GOLF PACKAGE
Website: www.andrewpark-phuket.com

REMARKY & CASH BASIS ALL RATES 1N US S, ALk FARES DO NOT [NCLUDED AIRPORT TAX & AIRLINE
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Lotsof chemicasfor sdea market

espite a shower of en-
couraging food safety
reports, concernisstill
being expressed by the
Koh Samui authoritiesthat farm-
ersare using pesticides and other
chemicalstoo liberaly, and reap-
ing their harvests too hastily.

Tests conducted on the is-
land between October last year
and January this year showed
several chemicals to be present
in fruit and vegetables on sale at
local markets.

One contaminant, hydro-
sulfide, enhances the color and
appearance of food and is also —
somewhat bizarrely — used to
treat wounds in animals. If hu-
mans ingest too much of it, they
may experiencevomiting or have
difficulty breathing.

Another chemical found
wasformalin, apreservative that

ism figures much higher than ex-
pected.

In addition, thereisincreas-
ing interest in the island from
large Thai and internationa com-
panies wishing to invest here.
One example of thisistherecent
60-million-baht buyout of the
Pongpetch Resotel in Chaweng
Noi by the Pavilion Group.

Several companiesare also
looking at spending more than
100 million baht in Bophut. Oth-
ersare also pois¢ed to invest in
the island, and local residents
hope that, along with their
money, they will also bring a
sense of responsibility with
them, so that Samui can grow in
a sustainable and environmen-
tally-sensitive way.

Starry-eyed: A new benchmark
for hotel standardsisbeing intro-

helps to keep food duced on Samui as
frseesdh,f but isbjlso FROM THE phart of %dscheme
u or embalm- that started a year
ing dead people. G U I— F O F ago across T)r/\aj—
Excessivelevelsof land, based on in-
this substance can THAI LAND ternational star rat-
also cause vomit- ings.
ing and, in extreme The Tourism
cases, death. Authority of Thai-
Borax, the land (TAT) plansto
most common con- survey al hotelsin

taminant found in
island food, is of-
ficially banned in
Thailand, and with
good reason. This
preservative and
texture enhancer
damages the heart
and liver, and can
also cause death,
especialy in chil-
dren.

High low season: Positive re-
ports from the tourism sector in-
dicatethat thelow season on Koh
Samui thisyear was much better
thanin previousyears, with tour-

BUPA J\

Health Insurance

Persors Care

By Commander
Sammy Swan

If traces of such unpleasant
chemicals continue to be found
intheisland’ sfresh produce mar-
kets, fast food chains may soon
take over the entire island.

the three- to five-
star bracket, and
will award certifi-
cates in a similar
way to thoseissued
to restaurants un-
der the “Clean
Food, Good Taste’
program.

TAT officials
will also offer help
and adviceto those
hotels hoping to improve their
star rating, or achieve a certain
standard of service and comfort.

The aim is to make sure
places such as Koh Samui are
considered world-class tourist
destinations, by boosting travel-
ers confidence in the services
provided, and also by helping
hotel owners who want to im-
prove the standards of their fa-

OB U iy om anine a5 10 Can S day

Small Comparny Care

[HTEET WU TRt i 35 W a5 10 Gaea oy sach.

Platiraum Care

7 reilon B e Sxpern Cover m as B o 50 haht per Gy,

Trawed Healih |nsurancs
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Pruket Brandh
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ASK KHUN WANIDA! MOMMA DUCK

Questions about Thai culture?
Having communications problems?
Need somebody to Love?

Problems with an extra-marital affair?

Read her advice in the Phukef Gazeftte.

Fax 076-213971 or email momma@phuketgazette.net

Paul Hawkins (left), a retired police captain and veteran of the Charleston County Sheriff's
Office in the US, who also served as Station Commander for the UN in both Bosnia and
Croatia, has been officially installed as the new President of the Rotary Club of Koh Samui.
He is pictured with Bhichai Rattakul, an ex-Deputy Prime Minister of Thailand and former
President of Rotary International (right) and Rico Stapel of community magazine.

cilities. Tax breaks will be of-
fered for those renovating or up-
grading their properties.

Sofar, theauthority has sur-
veyed 110 hotelsand resorts, and
84 of these have been awarded
ratings. Theofficialsinvolved are
looking very relaxed indeed.

Watery-eyed: Although thewa-
ter supply system on Samui is
now quite stable, thanks mainly
to hefty government investment
in new water basins, the authori-
ties warn that, where high de-
mand coincideswith low rainfal,
shortages could still be a prob-
lem.

Somerather ambitious pro-
posals have been considered al-
ready, including amountain dam,
and apipelinefrom the mainland,
but both were considered too
complicated and expensiveto be
workable.

On July 12, the provincia
water department began consid-
ering bids from several private
firms for the construction of de-
salination plant to extract fresh
water from seawater. Thisisaso

acostly option, but is claimed to
be more appropriate to the is-
land’s needs and terrain.

The company that winsthe
contract will sell water to the au-
thorities at an agreed price per
unit in times of need.

As always, citizens and
visitors to Koh Samui are being
urged to save as much water as
they can, though the company
that winsthe bid will most likely
hope for quite the opposite.

High risk: There has been a
sharp increase in theft from
houses and businesses on Koh
Samui, and the thieves also ap-
pear to be more inventive than
their predecessors.

One gang of burglars is
known to enter through the roofs
of buildings by removing the
tiles. Police believe the gang is
responsible for several incidents
around the island.

One such break-in took
place recently in Nathon at the
DTAC mobile phone shop. The
thieves stole all the phones apart
from a couple of older-model

Nokias, which suggests they
know their target market well.
People building new homes
or considering upgrades are now
being advised to pay careful at-
tention to their roofs, in addition
to the doors and windows, when
considering security.

Mister Mayor: Government
watchdogs from Bangkok have
been assessing the recent local
government elections on Samui,
and havefinally declared there-
sultsvalid after confusionand er-
ror threw doubt on the outcome
of the voting.

Wanagorn Ratanapak, also
known as “Mr Sot”, is now the
official head of the Municipal
Authority.

We wish him all the bestin
his new role, as he struggles to
steer Samui through the mine-
field of development.

Cdr Swan is a writer with Koh
Samui’s community magazine,
which recently celebrated its sec-
ond anniversary.

% Don’s Cafeée

Steak and Riby City Thailand.
The: very best barbecue in Thailand
AT 5o Yuan Road, Moo T
Farwe, Miarg Phages| 0001550
Tel: 70 JF X4 Fas: 076 20% 118
Rinnds: 01 S5 G405
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BUCOLIC
DELIGHT
DOWN ON
THE FARM

t's fair to say that there's no other resort in the whole of Asia
quite like the blissfully peaceful, utterly genuine, beautifully
proportioned Farm in the Philippines. There again, theword re-
sort doesn’t give quite the right impression. Nor does spa; nor
does retreat. “Natural gourmet pampering ashram with X factor”

PHUKET GAZETTE

perhaps comes a bit closer.

A coupleof hours' driveout
of Manila, near thevolcanic Lake
Taal, The Farmisspread over al-
most 50 hectares at the foot of
Mt Malayarat. Most of the land
runs wild, but the core of the
property contains 25 villas and
suites, two infinity-edge pools,
the Salus Per Aqua spa and the
85/15 restaurant, which are
equally devoted to health and
pleasure.

Manicured lawns that
would not disgrace an English
stately home stretch toward the
boundaries, winding pathslead to
hidden bowers and meditative
salas, and the quiet isonly punc-
tuated by the occasional distant
eldritch cries of The Farm'’s pet
peacocks and the murmured
greetings of the score of garden-
ers who shimmer in and out of
the shrubberies like bucolic but-
lers.

The Farm came into being
thanksto the Hercul ean efforts of
Eckard Rempe and his wife
Perla. Ironically, after acareerin
tobacco and manufacturing, he

medicine, and medicine be your
food”), and adriftinaland where
duck’s embryo and dog rank as
delicacies, he can seem like John
the Baptist crying in the wilder-
ness. However, thereisno doubt-
ing either his sincerity or The
Farm’s burgeoning popularity.
The restaurant 85/15 is so
called asonly 15% of thefood is
heated, using specially designed

decided to turn dehydrators that
the land he had give it the ap-
bought for hisre- T A L E S pearance of be-
tirement into ing cooked. The
something more rest of what's
visionary. served isasfresh

Contemp- T RAV E L E R and raw asAdam
tuous of modern By Ed Peters and Eve's apple,

eating habits, the

pharmaceutical industry and
much of the medical profession,
he craved pure natural “living”
foods and their benefits. Quoting
Hippocrates (“Let food be your

N
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but without the

punitive conseguences.
And this is the delight of
The Farm: you can take the place
asserioudly asyou want. You can
determinedly detox and spring-

Ungus

OPEN FOR BREEAETAST FROM 1100 AM

MR
TLAE.
I'HLL
FRE.

alllh,

HAPPFY HOLR

O'Tool’s

EE ALL THE SPORTS LIVE ON OUR HUGE 1007 SCREEN
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:
i SIS S L I.;..: E.iCrHm

Above: Now, where’'s my navel? — contemplative scenery at The Farm. Left: the vegetarian
‘living” food is as fresh as can be. Below: comfortable informality in the dining room.

clean your internal organs from
dawn yoga sessions to colonics
at dusk, drinking nothing but
juice in between.

Or you can simply revel in
the landscape, lolling in the
pools, ambling about the
grounds, dipping inand out of the
spa treatment menu, retreating
from time to time to the solitude
of your villaor suite, only emerg-
ing to take your place promptly
at meal times.

There’s no meat or fish of
course, and theonly acohol isor-
ganic wine which makes a low-
key appearance at dinner. But un-
der the rampantly enthusiastic
eye of consultant chef Karen
Parker, common-or-gardeningre-
dients are transmogrified into
stunning mini-feasts.

While living food is the
core of The Farm’s placid regi-
men, itsmedical servicesareaso
available for those who want to
take things a step further.

Spas and retreats abound
around the world nowadays, and
especially in Asia. Comparisons
between The Farm and better-
known, more pricy, much more
public versions are inevitable.

Themagjor differenceisthat
thelatter are essentially commer-
cial operations, while The Farm
is more concerned with, well,
both dollars and sense.

-{r.'"rf.!‘.-j"'ﬁﬁfﬁ':‘ﬁ_ ;‘.E.;r e Dol Nice e,
SHetnaetiers Siver

M M Wine Company m
_ 94 Thepkrasattri Rd, Muang, Phuki

& (Next to Volvo showroom) :
Tel: (076) 213797, 236530 Fax: (076) 213799
E-mail: mmwinef@phuket.cam o

gy Website: hitp://www. phukelcon/mprwing
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rom August 1, cabin

crew flying with Singa-

pore-based SilkAir

have taken on a new
look, thanks to a soft yet practi-
cal new uniform.

The new look is part of an
ongoing update of the airling’'s
brand. Chief Executive Mike
Barclay explained at the roll-out
of the new uniform that it is part
of an ongoing branding exercise
defined by the phrase, “Where
the world unwinds’.

Certainly, the new uniform
is relaxing on the eye. Who de-
signed it? Mr Barclay told the
Gazette that it was ateam effort.

“The people who know best
about what is most appropriate
arethe crew. So the company set
up a competition for crew to
come up with the design.

The uniform, made from
polyester silk, comesin two ba-
sic colors — lime green for the
stewardesses and rustic red for
the crew-in-charge and the fe-
mal e ground staff.

Lam Hoi Seah, Manager of
Cabin Crew & Inflight Services,
told the Gazette that the original
concept came from Cynthia
Teoh, aformer SilkAir flight at-
tendant, but stressed that the de-
sign has changed several timesin

EAR CANDY by ANDY

light of suggestions from stew-
ardesses.

For example, he said, one
flight attendant had pointed out
that crew need to carry pens at
al times. So, in the final cut, a
small pocket for apen was made
near the right hip, neatly con-
cealed behind a piece of fabric.

And what about the people
wearing the new uniform? One
flight attendant told the Gazette

she was delighted with
the new design. “It’s so
convenient becauseit’'sa
one-piece dress, and the
colorsarenice; they cre-
ate an atmosphere of en-
joyment.”

She said she also

Left: Four cabin crew show
off the new, softer-looking
uniforms.

Below: Now you see it ... the
concealed pen pocket.

liked the new camel-
color shoes and handbag —“very
modern-looking”.

The new uniform went into

service on August 1 on all of
SilkAir’s 25 routes.
— Rungtip Hongjakpet

r aband formedin 1999,

Zona Sul have been a

little tardy in putting out

their début album but the

result, UmAmor T&o Pura (Pure
Love) isworth the wait.

ZonaSul, incidentally, isin
the south of Rio de Janeiro —
close to Ipanema and Copaca-
bana — and is the birthplace of
bossa nova.

Franco-German Sophie
Wegener has one of the clearest
voices in music today. Whether
singing in English, French, Por-
tuguese or Italian, she usesit to
great effect in her interpretations
of somelesswell-known jazz and
bossa nova songs— most written
by the prolific Antonio Carlos
Jobim.

J‘ll:.ll ol Ii":'.'."'.: g Sl aardi i

Pure Love worth the wait

Thesearelovesongs, butin
a wider sense than “boy meets
girl”; these are songsof love, and
the love of life and culture.

The opening track, The
Waters of March —
which is also featured
as abonus track in the
original Portuguese
Aguas de marco —isa
paean to the pleasure of
being alive. Ms
Wegener’s enjoyment
of song is infectious;
On Euvimda Bahia—aGilberto
Gil composition — one can hear
her smiling asshesingsand even

resbagled goldefisn .'lll; 5 Faa i ¥

House & Garden Limited Partnership
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awet, gray day in Phuket is sud-
denly brighter.

The stand-out track has to
be Dorme Profundo by Marcos
Valle. Here, the striking Ms
Wegener purrs “Sleep
well, | will watch over
elu). ¢ You and | won't sleep

until you are dream-
ing... But know, | love
you. Sleep my love.”
What better lullaby
could one wish for?

This album is
packed with talent and style and
is a pleasure to immerse oneself
in. Um Amor T&o Pura is proof
— were any needed — that bossa
novaisalive and well.

® Pure Love, Zona Sul,
Nagel Heyer 2039. Playing time:
55 minutes and 57 seconds.

haps the musical compila-

tion genre to which the hack-
neyed phrase “The Usual Sus-
pects’ isbest applied is classical
compilations. Pick your top 15 or
S0 pieces—whether you know the

The Best way
. for your life

Full range of hardware
dltessories & supplies,
Built toorder, mamtenince
& network solutions services

name or simply the tune — and
there they all are on a compila-
tion album.

The main problem with
compilations such as Forever
Classic Il is the random way in
which works are included, and
also how removed from their
original context they are.

Mussorgksy’s Promenade
from Picturesat an Exhibition, for
example, is a fine recording of
the Sofia National Or-
chestraunder the baton
of lvan Marinov, but it
isjust one fragment of
afull symphony. Clas-
sical musicisnot afu-
sion-food buffet.

Marketers' justi-
fication for hodge-podge classi-
cal compilations is that the lis-
tener will be“inspired” to buy the
entire composition from which
the sample is taken. In redlity,
most do not do so.

But, skipping over theubig-
uitous Habanera from Carmen
and Bacarolle from The Tales of

Hoffman, Forever Classic Il does
feature a couple of interesting
choices not often found on such
compilations. Perhapsthat’swhy
they are on the sequel.

Bruch’'s Adagio from Kol
Nidrei Variations for Violoncello
and OrchestraOp. 47 isararede-
light and Mendelsson’s Song
without words, Op. 19/1 played by
Leonard Hokanson — one of Ar-
tur Schnabel’s final pupils —
shines.

Saint-Saens' Finale from
The Carnival of the Animals also
takes the listener away from the
mundane and lifts this
compilation above
many others currently
available.

m ForeverClassic
[1, Nova CW210098.
| Playing time: 71 min-
utes 26 seconds.

— Andy Johnstone

Albums courtesy of CD Ware-
house Bangkok. Order inquiries
should be made to Siriporn
Nurukkhe, Marketing Manager.
Tel: 02-6551140-3 ext:120-122;
Email: mm@cdwarehouse-asia.
com
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Can you find the seven
differences between the
two cartoons below? And
can you find them faster
than the rest of the family?

Brain Buster!!

In the Republic of Transportiaisa bridge four
kilometreslong and strong enough to hold 20,000
Kilograms, but no more. A diesel train weighing

exactly 20,000 kilogramsrolls onto the bridge. Asit
reaches the halfway point of the bridge, a sparrow
weighing 30 gramslandson thetrain, yet the bridge
does not collapse. Why not?
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Solution to last
week’s Crossword

Answers to last
week’s Monster Quiz

1. Mark Chapman; 2. American War
of Independence; 3. A helicopter; 4.
Samuel Johnson; 5. Malcolm
Bradbury; 6. Mick Jagger and Keith
Richards of the Rolling Stones; 7.
lan Curtis; 8. Joy Division; 9. Ju-
neau, Alaska; 10. Djibouti; 11.
CharlesDarwin; 12. Green Eggsand
Ham; 13. A cannon; 14. Fish; 15.
Crosshow; 16. Albert Einstein; 17.
Panama Canal; 18. Jean Harlow; 19.
Man; 20. Namibia.

Get your brain

in gear with the
Monster Quiz

Whose motto is “lch 8.
Dien”?

Who invented the
words “chortle” and 9.
“galumph”?

The words first ap-
peared in a poem. 10.
Name the poem.

In 1908 ameteorite hit
aremote part of Sibe- 11.
ria, near which river?

What does a poynter
make? 12.

If you were amaster of
magirics, what would
you be good at? 13.

Henry Bessemer in-
vented a process for 14.
making what?

Which top comedian
was born Jerome Silber-
man?

Which US state is aso
known as the Tar Hedl
State?

Which US state has a
name meaning “Green
Mountain”?

Which Thal provinceis
between Udon Thani
and Roi Et?

What did Boris Karloff
sell for a living before
becoming an actor?

Whosenosewasinsured
for US$140,0007?

Who used the pen name
13 BOZH ?

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

O

86
Y

How many hemidemi-
semiquavers are there
inafull note?

Nametheflyingisland
in Gulliver’s third
journey.

From which island did
Napoleon Bonaparte
escape in 1815?

Which soccer player
claimed to have been
helped by “La mano
de Dios’?

Bono, The Edge and
Larry. Who is the
fourth member?

Which superhero first
appeared on Japanese
TV in 19667

Answers next week.

Never a
Cross
Word!

ACROSS

Not well.
In slumberland.

Perplex.
Not him.

Irritate.
Anise-flavored liquor.

Nautical measure of
depth.

Troops.
US company.

Lunacy.
Tempt.

Go no further.

N o

Down

1
2.

12.

March-past.
Underwater boat,

13. Type of acid ants make.
in 16. Noteven.

17.

Pleasereply.
Solution next week.

Foot covering.

State south of Massachu- 4
Setts.

Its capital is Stockholm.
Improvement.

BUSUEITER Lo k‘_
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Q “, Help us to help
% the animals
076-263737

the greenhouse

international preschool
Mursery, K1, K2 K3 programs for uqes 13-6 years
Structured learning in a playful, nurturing environment
Qualified and experienced native English teachers
Promoting English language, social and academic skills
**+ NOW EXPANDING, PLACES OPEN FOR SEFT 2004 + +

29434 Chuon Chuen Logoon, Koh Eoew, Phuket
Tel/Fax: 238-TEG infoBgreenhouse-phulet com

www, preenhouse-phuket.com
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nce againthe holidaysare over

and most of us are heading

back to school with our heads

down, knowing we will have
to get back into school routines after two
months of soaking up the sun and hang-
ing out (in other words, doing nothing
day after day).

On the upside, meeting up with
schoolfriends after a long stretch is an
invigorating experiencefilled with small
talk and pleasantries. The beginning of
the term is also the time when we old
hands meet the academic year’'s new
starters.

One of these was “Sarah”, an
Anglo-American student who had moved
to Phuket to complete her final two years
of secondary education.

Sarah didn’t enjoy her first day at
school. The teachers were nice enough
and the reputation of the school was good
but for her, it just didn’t feel right.

For astart, the school washuge com-
pared with the small private school in
England that she came from. She wasn’t
used to seeing so many people in one
place. The diversity of cultures at the
school was & so something of a shock.

Sarah entered the class and noticed
that there weren’t too many girls around,
and those who were, seemed too shy to
talk with her.

Loneliness washed over her. She
couldn’t wait to get home and curl up in
front of the TV.

Things started to get worse right at
the beginning of the physics class.

The physics teacher bellowed, “If
you are not prepared to sit at home on a
Friday night and study your physics, then
do not do advanced!”

It appeared that several students had
asked to change to a different level of
physics, creating hasslefor theteacher and
thoroughly irritating him.

Sarah’s dightly scary first day

The students were
pushed into aragged line
and told to pick a door:
lower physics — where
they were greeted with a
more traditional “Good
morning” — or higher
physics with the red-
faced teacher.

Sarah was dlightly
intimidated by thisteach-
er, but headed for the
“higher” door. As she
stood on the threshhold,
he stopped her and asked,
“Areyou prepared?’ Sa-
rah did not answer. He
asked again. “I don’t
know,” she replied. The
red-faced teacher’s face
got redder till.

As she braced for the impending
explosion, someonealready inthe*“lower”

AY

By Lauren M

class took Sarah’s hand
and pulled her into the
room, leaving the red-
faced teacher fuming
outside.

Inside—in contrast
to the room she had just
left —was peace. Asshe
dropped her bag on the
table, Sarah saw her sav-
ior in conversation with
the “lower physics’
teacher and several
n other students.

The teacher beck-
oned her to join them
and someoneagain held

out a hand for Sarah to
grab onto. She had made
a friend. Perhaps this
new place wasn't as bad as she’'d ini-
tially thought. It might even be better
than her last school.

oor house

Phuket Universal Services

“Professional sea, air and land freight

forwarder on this island?!™

WORLDWIDE TRANSPORT
SHIPPING AGENCY
TRUCKING / COURIER
WAREHOUSING 7 PACKING
: CRANES / FORKLIFTS
rerey & CUSTOMS CLEARANCE
PROJECT LOGISTICS
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{

TEL: (076) 230822, 238824-06 FAX: (0TH) 234E23, 2180279
hupeffawew phukettransporteom E-mail: pusco @ phsket kse.co.th
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Get your Phuket Gazette from these
outletsin Bangkok:

1. Se-Ed, Mahboonkrong Building, zone-B,
Phayathai Rd, Pathumwan. Tel. 02-6117165.

2. Se-Ed, Silom Complex, 4th floor, Silom Rd,
Bangrak. Tel.02-2313244.

3. Se-Ed, Siam Center, Rama 1 Rd, Pathumwan.
Tel. 02-6581153.

4. Se-Ed, Panthip Plaza, M-floor, Petchaburi Rd,
Rajathewee. Tel. 02-6566070.

5. Se-Ed, Fortune Town Building, Ratchadapisek Rd,
Huaykwang. Tel. 02-2485668.

6. Se-Ed, Central Bangna, 3rd floor, Bangna-Trad Rd,
Phrakanong. Tel. 02-3610751.

7. Se-Ed, Central Rama 3, Satupradit Rd, Yannawa.
Tel. 02-6736342.

8. Q Mart, Grand Hotel, Sukhumvit Rd, Soi 11,
Klongtoey. Tel. 02-6511200 ext. 3452.

9. C Mart, Centre Point, Petchaburi Rd, Soi 15
Rajathewee. Tel. 02-6536690-8 ext. 4030.

10.Duangkamol, Sukhumvit Rd, Klongtoey,
Phrakanong. Tel. 02-2526261.

11.Sky Train Stations.

Why has my landlord
cut down all the trees?

Dear Momma Duck,

| recently moved into rented
accommodation. The houseisin
anice location and is very com-
fortable.

Theonly dlightly disturbing
thing is the lack of trees around
it. It seemsthat during construc-
tion my landlord ordered just
about al the trees to be chopped
down, which is rather a shame,
not to mention thefact that, when
the dry season comes, thelack of
shade is likely to make things
rather hot.

| can understand that there
may have been practical consid-
erations — getting construction
equipment in and out, for ex-
ample—but | have been told that
there are also cultural consider-
ations, specifically that Thais
believe that certain trees are ap-
propriate round one's dwelling,
while others are to be avoided at
al costs.

SIN & LEE

49 Thalang Road,
Phuket 83000
Tel: 076-211230

ON SALE:

GERMAN WURST
DUTCH CHEESE
[TALIAN SPAGHETTI
ROASTED & GROUND
COURFEE
AND MUCH, MUCHMORE
[ CAR PARK J
FOR CUSTOMERS

L. o

o

mMma

M
DUCK

By Wanida Hongyok
momma@phuketgazette.net

Can you tell me a bit more
about this?

Tree Hugger

Chalong

Dear Tree Hugger,

In practical terms, when
oneconsiders planting atree next
to the house, one needs to con-
sider the length of root the tree
will produce, the type of wood,
the likely eventual size and
whether the tree will be able to
withstand strong winds—and not
fall on the house.

But inaddition, Thai people
tend to be very particular about
trees.

There are certain types of
trees, with suitable names, that
should be planted in the front
yard of the house and othersthat
are suitable for the back yard.

Othersare considered unlucky in
adomestic garden.

So there are trees that can
be kept from the origina prop-
erty and others which haveto be
replaced when a house is built.

People from the older gen-
eration also may not like to have
treesor bushes closeto the house
because of the insects and rep-
tiles they may harbor.

Trees considered harmful
in gardensincludethe Bohdi tree,
the Banyan tree, Sugar palmsand
rattan vines. The Bhodi and Ban-
yan are suitable to be grown in
temple grounds only.

Treesthat normally grow in
arice field or in a fruit orchard
are appropriate for planting
around the home.

In the book Phromachard,
there are sectionsabout what type
of trees should be grown at cer-
tain pointsof the compass. Other
information includesthe suitable
seasons and days for planting
various plants in the garden.

Traditions include the
growing of ajack-fruit treeat the
back of the house because we
believe it will make the home-
OWner prosperous.

Besides, land hereisfertile
and plants grow so fast that we
have no hesitation about replac-
ing them.

Unfortunately, | think the
new generation tend to be igno-
rant about this, or are influenced
by “modern thinking” in regard
to the old beliefs, and therefore
miss out on the benefits of plac-
ing treesin the “right” place.

If an event isn't listed in the Gazette' s Events Calendar
it probably isn't one.
List YOUR event now - It’sfree of charge.
phuketgazette.com/calendar
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(George vs George

DOWNSDER

By Geor ge Bentick

t'sgetting really scary and |

mean really scary. | have

been watching the US

Democratic National Con-
vention on the box lately and the
only thought I have come away
with is that it's getting really
scary.

“What | am against is quotas. |
am against hard quotas, quotas
they basically delineate based
upon whatever. However they
delineate, quotas, | think vulca-
nize society.

“So | don’t know how that
fits into what everybody else is
saying, their relative positions,
but that's my position.” — US
President George W. Bush
qguoted in the San Francisco
Chronicle, January 21, 2000.

The scary part is that the world
isnot sureif George W. Bush can
be defeated in the upcoming gen-
eral election. That tomeisahor-
rifying thought.

Every living soul | know,
including al the American expats
living herein Phuket, believethat
Bush is right up there with the
second coming of Idi Amin.

Yet no one—and here'sthe
really really scary part —believes
that he can be beaten in the up-
coming election. Only in
America.

“We spent a lot of time talking
about Africa, as we should. Af-
ricaisanation that suffersfrom
incredibledisease.” —After meet-
ing with theleadersof the Euro-
pean Union, Gothenburg, Swe-
den, June 14, 2001.

It's not easy being the leader of
the free world. It puts a lot of
unfair demands on you. One of
the demands is that you should,
at best, be semi-intelligent. This,
in the current administration, can
be atal order.

The needs of the office re-
quire one to educate the rest of
usignoramusesin the freeworld
to cometo termswith certain re-
alities that we may be unaware
of.

“1 understand small business

growth. | wasone.” —New York
Daily News, Feb. 19, 2000

Or,

“More Musimshavedied at the
handsof killersthan—1 say more
Muslims—alot of Musimshave
died — | don’t know the exact
count—at | stanbul. Look at these
different placesaroundtheworld
where there’'s been tremendous

can | know seems to be able to
take advantage of .

“The ambassador and the gen-
eral were briefing me on the —
the vast majority of Iragis want
to livein a peaceful, free world.
Andwewill find these peopleand
we will bring them to justice.” —
Washington DC, October 27,
2003.

“Rarely is the question asked:
Is our children learning?” —
Florence, South Carolina,
January 11, 2000.

“[T]he illiteracy level of our
children are appalling.” —
Washington DC, January 23,
2004.

Thestory goeslikethis. When
the Vietham War was in full
swing, bombers that were re-
turning to their basesin Thai-
land would fly aroute (or per-
haps| should say “rowt”) over
Phuket.

The bomber crews were
struck by two things: the beauty
of the isand from the air and
the lack of bomb craters.

When time camefor some
R& R many of them headed this
way. Before long the word
spread and the destination be-
camevery popular with the ser-
vicemen.

As | am sure you know,
most servicemen need to be ser-
viced (probably wheretheword
“serviceman” came from) and
thus grew the fundamental's of
places like Patong.

So in truth, if one be-
lieves the above scenario,
those Vietnam-era aircrews
were in some way the found-
ing fathers of Phuket as we
know it today.

So, in away, the girls do

death and destruc- Several of theYankeeexpatswho owe them a certa_\in debt of
tion becausekillers gratitude.

kill.” —Washington _ _ o
DC, January 29, After watching the Democratic | think itsim-
2004. portant  for

American expats
here in Phuket are
a somewhat scat-
tered bunch. They
are sprinkled
around like pepper.
They tend to live
al over theplacein
odd locations and
congregate around
any areathat has a golf course.
They truly believethat they
are the cultural bedrock of the
island. They even have a special
deal with the Thai government
known as the Treaty of Amity.
The amazing thing about
the treaty is that no one really
knowswhat the hell itis, Ameri-
can expatsincluded. It extends a
myriad privilegesthat no Ameri-

7

Riding a motorcycle?

Thai law requires that motorcycle drivers and
passengers wear a safety helmet with the chin
strap fastened at all times — 24 hours a day.

PrukeT ProviNcIAL
TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT

N

convention | have to confess [that]
John “The nose that could” Kerry
and his oily lawyer sidekick
have all the pizzazz and political
punch of down-filled pillows.

That's scary.

I come in contact with truly be-
lieve that when they go to Patong
the girls should be paying them
and, you know what, they may
have a point.

certifications
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those of usin a
position of re-
sponsibility to
befirmin shar-
ing our experi-
ences, tounder-
stand that the
babies out of
wedlock is a
very difficult
chore for mom
and baby alike ... | believe we
ought to say thereisa different
alternativethan theculturethat
is proposed by people like her
in society ... And, you know,

siamint@loxinfo.co.th

hopefully, condoms will work,
butit hasn'tworked.” —Meet the
Press, November 21, 1999.

Now, | wouldn't compare any of
the flyboys to, say, Benjamin
Franklin or George Washington
when it comesto being founding
fathers, but | reckon you get my
drift.

The glue that does seem to
keep them together is that they
al think that George W. isamo-
ron and should be removed from
office.

They are aso pretty much
unanimous in believing that the
American electorateis not going
to do the world a favor and re-
move Dubya from the pinnacle
of global influence.

After watching the Demo-
cratic convention | have to con-
fess they may be right. John
“The nosethat could” Kerry and
hisoily lawyer sidekick haveall
the pizzazz and political punch
of down-filled pillows. That's
scary.

“More and more of our imports
arecoming fromoverseas’ —Des
Moines Register, January 15,
2003.

So, few though they are, our
American cousinsin Phuket have
played a pivitol role in the story
of Phuket and we the people of
Phuket want to let them know
that it istime for them to rescue
us again.

So we say, “We are fully
behind you and your vote, come
the next presidential election.

“Save us. Please save us
from what we feel is certain
doom.”

“Natural gas is hemispheric. |
like to call it hemisphericin na-
ture because it is a product that
we can find in our neighbor-
hoods.” —Austin, Texas, Decem-
ber 20, 2000.

need design ideas?
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Water: the dry facts

Asispointed out in thisweek’s Inside Sory (pages 4 and 5) Phuket
suffers from a sad contradiction: tropical downpours at this time of
year yet, in the tourist season, when water is most needed, thereisa
shortage.

In other countries, the dry season would bring ahost of restric-
tions such as a ban on the use of hoses for the garden and a bar on
washing cars. Here, it seems, such regulations don't exist. If they
did, most people would regard the rules as petty and enforcement
would be as problematic asthe effective enforcement of helmet laws,
for example, has been.

Similarly, attempting to force property developersto build rain-
water tanks into every home they construct would probably be fu-
tile. Indeed, one official interviewed by the Gazette said that, in his
opinion, an attempt to bring in such aregulation and enforceit might
even by unconstitutional.

The Phuket Provincial Waterworks Authority estimates that
town-dwellers in Phuket each use as much as 200 liters of water a
day. That's about 73 tonnes of water ayear, per person. Assuming a
population of 500,000 for the island, that’'s 36.5 million tonnes a
year, or five times the maximum capacity of the Bang Wad reser-
voir, Phuket’s only sizable reservoir.

The rural population, we are told, use a quarter of the amount
that city folk do, but suggesting that urbanites emulate their rural
cousins (no Jacuzzis, no car washing, no washing machines or dish-
washers) is a non-starter.

There are plenty of waysto save water without great sacrifices
in quality of life (our article lays out a good selection of ideas) but
there also seems to be, in Phuket at least, widespread ignorance of
the problem and the solutions, combined with an attitude of “So
what? We're rich. We can buy our way out of the water shortage.”

It's this ignorance that must be tackled. Teaching children in
school how to save water isimportant but its effects will take hold
only in the long term.

What's needed is an education campaign that reaches house-
holders and homemakers now, that makes them understand that
money is not the solution to water problems; that only personal re-
sponsibility can ensure continuing water supplies.

It'stime for the government, national and provincial, to coop-
eratewiththe media, particularly withradioand TV stations, to launch
aconcerted, long-term, every-hour-on-the-hour advertising campaign
to ram the message home.

If the ignorance persists, the water will not.
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Let}ers
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Amphur Muang, Phuket 83000, faxto 076-213971
or send an email to editor@phuketgazette.net

Oil pipeline plan
IS pureinsanity

Thank you Vichit NaRanong for
expressing very clearly theinsan-
ity of building an qil pipelinein
Phang Nga (Gazette, issue of July
31

The absurd notion that oil
traders will be attracted to the
region must be the joke of the
year and the lack of environmen-
tal enforcement would lead to a
serious oil spill sooner or later,
killing the tourism industry in
southern Thailand.

Everyoneinvolved in tour-
ism, from Trang to Ranong,
should protest against this plan.

K. Vichit, you haveour full-
est support.

Wolfgang Meusburger
General Manager
Holiday Inn Resort Phuket

Thereal victims
in the land probe

Recently, my Thai and foreign
friends working and living in
Phuket or visiting the island as
deep-pocketed tourists have all
been asking me the same ques-
tion, “Why the serious disputes
over land on theisland?’ | have
answered them all, “ Because the
land on the Pearl of the Andaman
islikegold.”

Still in doubt, some friends
asked whether it wastruethat the
disputes are simply the result of
government agencies going up
against the big families and the
local politicians.

| explained that my friends
working aslawyersand legal ad-
visersto Thai and foreign clients
in Phuket share the same aim as
the government led by Prime

Minister Thaksin Shinawatra: to
look serioudly for any illegal land
occupation or acquisition.

The big families and the
local politicians, who are the
major landlordson theisland, are
“sitting ducks’ for the present
government.

Unlike Thai landlords, for-
eigners who have acquired dis-
puted land on theidland may have
to enter into a three-cornered
battle — fighting the government
agencies investigating the land
and fighting the person claiming
possession or ownership of the
land, in the same court, at the
sametime.

There have been many dis-
putes over land entered into the
Court of First Instancein Phuket,
and we can expect al partiesin
the disputes to fight to the bitter
end because they don’t want to
lose their “gold”.

| would like to advise for-
eigners who want to own just a
little piece of land on the island
to check for themselves about the
land and the title deed with ev-
ery relevant government agency.
Otherwise, they risk ending up as
owners of a piece of golden tis-
Sue paper.

Sura Pattanapratchaya
Phuket

Round of applause
for Immigration

I married my wife—aThai —in
1999 and have lived in Thailand
for two years. After two earlier
applications and after the staff of
the Immigration Office in Krabi
were replaced, | am finally sure
that | will get my one-year ex-
tension of stay.

| appreciate the kindness
and professionalism of the new

with your views for publication in our next issue.
We reserve the right to edit all letters. Pseud-
onyms are acceptable only if your full name and
address are supplied.

officersand suggest that we show

them an open-minded attitude. A

double“thumbs-up” to the Krabi
Immigration officers.

Serge Yves Barros

Koh Lanta

Duty-free scheme
isfull of holes

Every day | passthe monstrosity
that will be the Wang Talang
duty-free complex on Chao Fa
West Rd, and | can’t help think-
ing how poorly conceived Phu-
ket's duty-free plans are.

Phuket Governor Udomsak
Usawarangkura' s suggestion that
Thaisvisiting Phuket for at least
48 hours could also buy duty-free
goods (Governor’sletter, Gazette
issue of June 5) was akindly no-
tion. But it would effectively al-
low thewholeworld except Phu-
ket people to shop duty-free.

And how do the authorities
plantoidentify whichforeigners
qualify to buy duty-free? Having
foreigners show that they entered
Thailand on atourist visawould
go along way, but excludes the
much-sought-after “long-stay
tourists”. Why penalize them
when the government has spent
SO0 much money in trying to at-
tract them?

Then there are the foreign-
ers who live and/or work here
who have to leave Thailand ev-
ery 90 days. If long-stay tourists
were alowed to buy duty-free,
then it would plainly be hypo-
critical not to allow 90-days
“vigitors’ to buy duty-free goods.

Whatever solutions the
government comes up with, |
hopeitisprepared for al the con-
fusion that will follow.

R D Jennings
Chalong

L etters conveying views and suggestions are published here. Those seeking comment from government
officials and/or business ownersare published in Issues & Answers on the facing page.
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Dog problem amatter of respongbility

hereisalong history of stray dogs

staying at wats. The wat has no

duty to keep the dogs, but strays

come and we cannot avoid tak-
ing care of them. This is the only place
left where these dogs are allowed to live.
If monks lacked this compassion, | don’t
know where the dogs would stay.

We help the animalsin any way we
can. If we have enough food for them, we
share it among al the animals; but if we
do not, they will starve.

The food for the animals comes
mainly from people’s offerings to monks.
Any surplus is given to the animals,
though we sometimes buy dog food to feed
the dogs.

| doit voluntarily. Taking care of the
dogs at the wat is not only about giving
food. | give them love and compassion,
and sometimes | hug them.

| allow the dogsto stay out of pity. |
do not wish to form an agreement with
any animal welfare organization or pro-
mote the wat as atourist attraction or ask
for donations.

Foreigners working for the animal
foundations in Phuket come to help take
care of the dogs. They help the wat be-
cause they know the wat shows pity and
allows the animals to stay.

Theforeignerslove and carefor the
dogs. They know the name of every dog,
and when they come here the dogs crowd
around them, and some dogsjump onthem
and play with them.

They feed, vaccinate and sterilizethe
100 or so cats and dogs at the wat, and

spend about 10,000 baht amonth on help-
ing the animals. For example, it costs
about 600 baht to sterilize each dog, and
they pay for it.

| think the wat should care for the
dogs with compassion as the prime moti-
vator. If we do not, the authorities will
eventually come and take the dogs away.
I cannot oppose officialswho cometo the
wat to catch the dogs and take them to the
pound. It would be very easy to catch the
dogs because they are not aggressive.

If al the dogs here were taken to the

FIRST

PERSON

The establishment of the dog pound in
Thalang, and the rounding up of strays in
late June and early last month sparked
debate throughout the community about
whether this was an appropriate way to
solve Phuket’s stray dog problem.

Phuket’s wats have long been the last
place of refuge (or dumping ground, de-
pending on one’s view) for a vast number
of the island’s strays. Here, Pra Kru
Sunthon Prariyatithada, the Abbot of Wat
Tha Rua in Thalang and the most senior
monk in Thalang district, gives his opinion
of the dog pound and the role of the wat in
caring for strays.

pound, thiswould affect theseforeigners
feelings. | do not want to hurt their feel-
ings. They have helped the wat without
wanting anything in return.

I will not oppose the authorities
wanting to take the stray dogs to the
pound. But [if thishappens] | pity thefor-
eignerswho carefor thedogs. | think they
may feel negatively about me.

| stressthat my caring for stray dogs
comes from my compassion for them and
| do not want to damage the goodwill of
the foreigners. The dogs at the wat arein

good condition because they are well
cared for.

| think that taking dogsto the pound
isthe same astaking elderly people to an
oldfolks home. If dogs could speak, they
would object to being sent there. In my
opinion, thiswasthe sinintaking the dogs
to the pound.

From my observation, people in
homes for the elderly are unhappy, even
if they are well cared for. They do not
enjoy the same warmth as they do when
living withtheir families. Dogs experience
the same emotions.

Dogs stay at the wat aready. If we
cannot act responsibly and, instead, aban-
don dogs, like afather abandoning his son,
that is inappropriate behavior.

The people who abandon the dogs
come at night to dump them, and 80% of
the animals dumped at our gate are killed
by traffic because they are in a strange
environment and are confused about
where to go. The people who abandon
them never cometo thewat to learn about
morals, so we cannot teach them —we have
no way to meet them.

The problem of stray dogs comes
from the lack of responsibility on the part
of the dogs owners. The task of taking
care of adog is not a big burden; all the
owner needs to do is give love and some
food.

If the ownersareirresponsible, they
pass their burden to others. They are self-
ish.

If peoplewere moreresponsible, we
would not have this problem.

Why Isimport duty
being levied on my

educationd materids?

| have received a fax from the
Customs Department in Bangkok
informing me that a FedEx par-
cel has arrived for me from
Canada and that | must pay 850
baht import duty onit beforethey
will forward it to Phuket.

| am doing a correspon-
dence coursefor my schoolingin
Canada and the contents of the
package arethe booksthat | need
to study. | have already paid
5,000 bhaht to have the package
sent here by FedEx.

I will be taking the books
back to Canada when | move
back home. Should | pay tax on
this?Will | haveto pay tax again
when | take the books home?

| currently work here and
have a non-immigrant B visa.
Will this help with any tax
breaks? |'s everything that enters
Thailand taxable?

Jeffrey Deveau
Phuket

Customs hotline officer Paka-
walee Wanto (Tel: 1164) re-
sponds:

According to Thai Customs
tariff 4901, noimport duty islev-
ied on educational textbooksthat
have more than 30% of the text
in aforeign language.

However, any maps, charts

or diagrams sent separately are
not exempt from import duty, re-
gardless of which language they
are printed in.

Customs at Bangkok Inter-
national Airport check all pack-
ages being imported to Thailand
and determine whether the ar-
ticles being imported fall under
tariff 4901. If the officers deem
that the articles do not, import
duty must be paid on them.

As for other items being
imported to Thailand, used per-
sonal belongings can beimported
to Thailand without incurring
import duty.

However, the belongings
must be imported to Thailand no
more than one month before or
six months after the foreigner
arrives in the country.

There is no tax on export-
ing used personal belongings to
your home country.

Teera Paesathitthavorn, the
Deputy Chief of Customs in
Phuket, adds:

To appeal against import
duty you must file the appropri-
ate protest form at the timewhen
you pay the import duty.

If this procedure is not fol-
lowed, the duty isnot refundable,
evenif it waslevied in error.

Want to know how to get something done?
Can’t understand some of the dafter things
that seem to go on in Phuket? Want to pitch
an idea to Phuket’s authorities or institutions?
Then this is the forum for you. Submit your
queries or suggestions to us and we’ll ask the appropriate people to

respond to them.

ANSWE
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Write to: The Phuket Gazette, 367/2 Yaowarat Rd, Muang, Phuket 83000. Fax 076-
213971, or submit your issue at www.phuketgazette.net

Transferring car
owner ship alone

| havebeentoldthatitispossible
to transfer ownership of a car
without the person selling the car
being present. Isthistrue? If so,
what documents are required
from the previous owner?
Daniel
Phuket

Teerayuth Prasertphol, Chief
of thePhuket Provincial Trans-
portation Office (PPTO), re-
plies:

You may transfer avehicle
to be registered in your name
without the previous owner be-
ing with you when you come to
our officesto register the change
of details.

To do so, you must bring to
the PPTO asigned | etter from the
previous owner granting you per-
mission to take over ownership
of the vehicle.

Alternatively, the previous
owner may chooseto have arep-

resentative act on his or her be-
half. However, this person must
also have written permission to
do so, signed by the previous
owner.

In addition, the previous
owner must sign the transfer-of-
ownership form, but that may be
done without coming to our of-
fices, and you may complete the
form when you are here.

If the previous owner is
Thai, you must also bring acopy
of that person’s ID card and of
hisor her tabien baan [housereg-
istration paper], both signed by
the previous owner.

If the previous owner is a
foreigner, you must bring a
signed copy of his or her pass-
port, in particular the pages
showing the person’s face and
current visa.

For more information call
the PPTO at Tel: 076-214929 or
076-211019.

Getting
off the

lmmigration
blacklist

| am married to a Thai woman
and two yearsago | wasdeported
because | was found guilty of
stealing 1,440 baht.
| now want to return to see
my Thai family, but Immigration
will not let mereturn. What | can
do?Before, | wasin Thailand for
nearly two years without a pass-
port. Sometimesthe system goes
against the people.
MY M
Unseen in Thailand

Pol Capt Krissarat Nuesen, of
Phuket Immigration Office, re-
plies:

You should hirealawyer to
appeal the decision to have you
barred from Thailand. However,
thereisno guaranteethat you will
be allowed to return.
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ain Banks contains multitudes. Ina

novel | reviewed six months ago,

Dead Air, his narrative voice was

that of amilitantly atheist Scottish
disc jockey in London. In Whit (Aba-
cus, London, 1996, 455pp) heisthe pi-
ous 19-year-old granddaughter of the
leader of an arcane religious cult in the
Scottish countryside. Both
books abound with zany char-
acters, fast-paced action and
rollicking humor.

The beautiful and intelli-
gent Isis Whit is dispatched by
her grandfather —*HisHoliness
The Blessed Salvador-Uranos
Odin Dyaus Brahma M oses-
Mohammed Mirza Whit of the
Luskentyrian Sect of the Select
of God” — to find her cousin
Morag, slated to be guest of honor at her
cult’s quadrennial Festival of Love.
Morag has renounced her religion and
disappeared.

The cult is named the Lusken-
tryiran Order, otherwise known as the
Saved. Isis must leave her back-to-the-
land commune and travel to London
amid “the Unsaved (also known as the
Wretched, the Insane, the Norms, the

Obtuse, the Reject, the Clinker, the Chaff,
the Cluttered, the Rank, the Passives, the
Benighted and the Asleep)”.

Morag had left the commune to
become an “internationally renowned
soloist” on amusical instrument called
the baryton.

She was last seen in London and
Isis makes her way there, put-
ting up with alayabout cousin,
Zebediah Whit, in an squatter
apartment strewn with wine
bottles and spliffs that he
shares with Roadkill, his girl-
friend. Talk about an innocent
abroad.

Whilewaiting for Zebediah
to buy a train ticket, Isis is ap-
proached by a man who puts a
hand on her elbow and asksif she
islost: “‘Far fromit,’ | told him, looking
down at hishand. ‘1 am one of the Found.
| suspect that it is you who are one of the
Lost, sir.””

The man is chased off by Zebediah
and Isisturnson him: “*Zeb, | am not to-
tally naive concerning the ways of the
world and thevicesof thecity,’ | told him.
‘Quite possibly that gentleman did have
some nefarious and even sexually preda-

tory motive in talking to me,
but I ask you: what other sort
of soul is more in need of be-
ing saved? | have aduty asan
Officer of the True Church and
especially as the Elect to
spread the good word wher-
ever and whenever possible.””

Isis and Zebediah go off
in search of Morag's theatri-
cal agent. The address turns

-
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later that night, through the

accidental viewing of a video tape, Isis
discovers that Morag is Fusillada De-
Bauch, a porn queen.

This is just the start of a wild
picaresque journey that careens al over
England and circles back to Scotland.
Framed for theft by her ambitious brother
Allen, Isisisbanished from the commune
but manages to track Morag down in
Edinburgh where she is on vacation with
her muscular boyfriend Ricky, touring the
giant waterslides of Scotland.

Queried by Isis about her line of
work, shereplies: “I loveit. | like lots of
sex, | like being admired and | like the
money.”

Isis also tracks down her great aunt

Sharp Whit from the Protean Scotsman
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out to be aporno theater and, By James Eckardt

Zhobelia, living in an old
folks home, and from her
learnsthetrueoriginsof her
grandfather’scult. The stage
is set for afina confronta-
tion at the commune.

Themoral isdelivered
halfway through the novel
by Isis's grandmother Yo-
landa, an apostate Texan
who turned against religion
after the David Koresh mas-
sacre at Waco.

“I’ve seen just about every damn
cult and faith and sect and religion and
pseudo-religion the world has to offer
inmy time, and it seemsto memaybein
some sense your Grandfather is right
about one thing: they are all searching
for the truth, but they never find it, not
al of it, not any of them, and that in-
cludesyou people; you' re no moreright
than anybody else... And you know what
| think? | think it's all aload of crap. |
don’'t doubt that there’'sa God, athough
maybe even that's more habit than true
faith, God knows, but | don’t think any-
body in any religion has ever said one
damn useful thing about Him or Her or
It.”
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How free WI-FI Internet ispossible

You recently men-
tioned in your col-
umn that free wire-
less Internet service
was y available in the US.
I’ve beento the US several times
this past year and — although
there are plenty of wireless
“hotspots’ —they wereinvariably
expensive and usually not very
fast. How can fast Internet con-
nections be provided free?

Na Harn

Many small cities in
the US currently have
free, fast Internet
wireless hotspots.
Large cities have them, too, but
they’re harder to find. There are
dozens of catalogs of free wire-
less hotspots available on the
Web (eg, www.wififreespot.
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COMPUTER
Q&A

By Woody L eonhard

com), but none of them covers
even atiny percentage of all the
sites available. Very few list
Thailand.

Ultimately, the best way to
find afree hotspot isto start your
computer, make sure your fire-
wall’sworking, try to access any
wireless network that’'s broad-
casting its system ID, and see
what happens.

Many of the chain restau-
rants and coffee shopsin the US
that offer connections for a fee
were equipped by Internet Ser-
vice Providers (ISPs) who in-
vested heavily in wireless tech-

nology way back when it was
expensive — and now they have
to recoup their costs.

Such restaurants typically
have exclusivelicenseswith 1SPs
that prevent them from offering
Internet access from any other
ISP. Increasingly, squatters are
simply setting up wireless hot-
spotsin the building next door or
acrossthe street from the restau-
rant. ThelSPswiththeexclusive
licenses are furious, while the
restaurant owners often look the
other way.

| dropped by a Kinko's
copy shop in Seattle and asked
how much it would cost to plug
my laptop into their ultra-fast
network. The man looked at me
as if | had asked how much it
coststo breatheair. “It'sfree,” he
said.

Hotels, however, are in a

* satellite TV (inc world news & live English football)

GESG Sai Palong Reson, Bangla Ad, Palong Beach
13T Chavwaeng Bd, Chaweng Beach, Koh Samui

*apen 9 am till late

* happy hoars 3 pm - 6 pm

Tel: OME-342685
Tk 77 =238 36

classof their own. Hoteliersface
two problems in rolling out
wireless Internet access to their
customers. First, they have a
technical hurdle: 802.11 wire-
less technology doesn’t perme-
ate through multiple walls very
well, so blanketing a hotel with
wireless service can be, uh, chal-
lenging.

Second, and thereal stick-
ing point for many hotel chains,
is that they have already sunk
huge amounts of money into
wiring their rooms for fast Inte-
rnet.

Many of them have been
charging anarmand two legsfor
broadband, and they’ rereluctant
to give up the revenue stream.

| stayed at a major chain
hotel during my most recent trip.
The staff at the front desk told
me (whilethe bosswasn't listen-
ing, of course) that | could plug
my laptop into the room’s net-
work cable, and pay US$29 aday
for theprivilege; or | could schlep
my laptop down to the reception
area, hop onto the hotel’s wire-
less connection and use the
Internet all | wanted for free.

Oh, and the wireless con-
nection in the lobby was faster
than the one in the rooms.

What's currently happening
in North Americawill happenin
Phuket — although it may take a
year or two ... or three. What
makes it all possible is that the
cost of setting up aWi-Fi hotspot
isabout 4,000 baht, or the equiva
lent, plus the monthly feefor the
Internet connection.

So, intheUSat least, many
folks feel compelled to set up a
free hotspot, simply asarandom
act of kindness, or as a cheap
value-add service for their cus-
tomers. Amazing.

You recently said that

you'd been having

trouble with your

TT&T/CAT broad-
band nection. Mine's been
fine. Isit possible that you have
a bad telephone line?

Predictably, the day af -

ter | filed that column,

my TT&T/CAT con

nection started work-
ing wonderfully.

There's a reason why. The
TT&T/CAT connectionissold as
a2-Mbps service—which means
that downloads run at a maxi-
mum rate of 2 million bits per
second. TT&T advises that its
“standard” 1,000-baht-a-month
service bundlesamaximum of 50
userstogether onasingle port: if
all 50 start downloading big files
a the same time, the connection
will run like aslug. Fair enough.

Here's what TT&T didn’t
tell you. From TT&T’s main
switch the connection goes to
CAT’s ADSL switch. All the
ADSL service in Phuket goes
through that one connection: the
Mother of All Bottlenecks.

Up until a few weeks ago,
that key connection was running
at a maximum rate of 8 Mbps.
Yes, you read that correctly: the
maximum rate for all of Phuket
was just four times as fast asthe
advertised rate for every single
connection. That'sabit like sup-
plying water for all of Phuket
through a single two-inch pipe.

On the day my ADSL ser-
vice got better, I'm told, CAT
upgraded the Mother of All
Bottlenecks to 155 Mbps. It's a
huge jump, and it shows.

Computer questions? Send them
to woody@khunwoody.com
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Plant industry shaken to itsroots

By Kamol Pirat

PHUKET: Theidand's property boom has
spawned a boom of a different kind —1i
plant shops. All those million-dollar
homes require beautiful gardens.

As aresult, there has been arush of
people from around Thailand setting up
plant shopsin Phuket. Thosein theindus-
try say some 100 new plant shops have
opened in the past couple of years, and
some in the business now gloomily pre-
dict a shakeout.

L ert Arsana-Suwan, from Ratchabu-
ri, opened the Larn Larn plant shop onthe
bypass road about ayear ago. It cost him
200,000 baht to set up and stock the pre-
mises, and another 200,000 baht for a

Unlike the major operators, he can-
not afford to go into the lucrative busi-
ness of creating gardens for customers —
he has neither the labor nor the space to
store trees until they can be planted in a
garden. “Land in Phuket is very expen-
sive; | can't afford to buy aplot for aper-
manent shop,” he says.

K. Lert says competition is tough,
with many shops cutting prices to the
bone. Low prices, he believes, mean low
quality. “ Shops will not take care of cus-
tomers, and some will cheat.

“Low prices are good for customers
in the short term but the [backlash against
poor quality] will hurt the whole industry
because customers will stop buying.”

He says his prices are higher than
most. “ That's because of the quality.”

The business is seasonal, he notes.
Many of the owners of expensive homes
come to Phuket in the high season only,
and cometo himto replace plantsthat have
died while they have been away.

But some owners prefer to arrive to
find their gardens looking perfect, which
is where operations like that of Rewadee
Charoenthip come in.

K. Rewadee is the owner of Thip
Garden, one of the largest plant shopsin
Phuket. She hasbeeninthe businesssince
quitting her job at the Pearl Village Hotel
at Na Yang Beach to open a small plant
shop in Phuket City 15 years ago.

Her big break came when she got a
contract to provide plants for the Blue
Canyon Golf Club. That contract was
worth about 50 million baht. The profit

enabled her to buy some 12 rai of land
near Wichit Songkram Rd and massively
expand her business.

These days, about 75% of her cus-
tomers areforeigners, she says. They pay
her to supply al the plantsfor their dream
gardens, and many also use her firm to
look after the garden whilethey are away.

She too sees greatly increased com-
petition in theindustry. “ It isimportant to
look after existing customers,” she notes.

In contrast to the oversupply of plant
shops, some plantsarein short supply. For
example, K. Rewadee says, “Customers
favor frangipani trees, presumably be-
cause of the sweet scent. Now we haveto
order themfrom Isarn, or evenfromneigh-
boring countries.

“The price of afrangipani has been

year’srent in advance.

On the Move

Canadian Darren Michelin has
been appointed Business Devel-
opment and
Training
Manager at
Baan Klung
Jinda Res-
taurant in
Phuket City.
He has a de-
gree in mass
communications management, is
a certified advertising agency
practitioner and has a TESOL
qualification.

During his 11 years in
Thailand, Mr Michelin has
worked as International Sales
Manager at Reed Exhibitions,
and as Training Manager at the
Dusit Laguna Resort Hotel. He
has also taught at international
schoolsand universities, and has
worked as afreelancewriter and
asan MC.

Supornpan Te-Pin from Bang-
kok, is the new Manager at
Phuket Holi-
days travel
agency in
Patong. She
graduated
from Phuket
Vocational
Collegewith
adiplomain
marketing, and her work experi-
enceinthetravel and tour indus-
try includes more than 20 years
working at the Queen Air Book-
ing Center, also in Patong.

Yindee Vichaidit, 33, from Na
khon Sri Thammarat, has been
appointed
Reservations
Manager at
The Aspasia
Phuket at
Kata Beach.
K. Yindee
graduated
fromthe Ra
jabhat College, Nakhon Sri
Thammarat campus, with a de-
gree in business English. Her
experience includes working as
Reception Supervisor at the Kata
Beach Resort. Before moving to
The Aspasia Phuket, K. Yindee
worked at the Allamanda L aguna
Phuket.

Rocketing your gains
by going into Orbis

s | have explained in

previous columns, the

Orbis fund manage

ment group has dem-
onstrated superb investment per-
formance and has been able to
achieve excellent investment re-
turns during the bear market of
2000-2003.

It is my belief that the rise
in global stockmarkets from
April 2003 until the end of 2003
was a bear market rally. We are
not out of the woods yet.

Markets being what they
are, there will aways be differ-
ent opinions, but many technical
analystsbelievethe bear trendin
markets is starting again, with
falslikely in September and
October, and beyond.

The attraction of the
OrbisFundsisthat they have
performed well inbothrising
and falling markets. The h,;.
graph of the Orbis Optimal *
US Dollar Fund from itsin-
ception on December 31,
1989, shows the returns on
US$10 invested at that date. In-
vestors in the fund would now
have a holding worth US$57.06
compared with a value for the
average US$ bond fund, of
US$22.92. The average global
equity fund stands at US$20.77
and US$10 cash, as measured by
US dollar bank deposits, would
have grown to US$19.78.

The interesting part of the
graphisthe performancethrough
difficult periodsover the past five
years. Onanannualized basis, the
fund has returned 12.8% per an-
num compared with the return of
the average global equity, which
recorded a loss on average of
1.1% ayear.

Naturally — asthe standard
cautionary warning states — past
performanceisno guideto future
performance. However, it may be
agood indication of the skills of
the fund’s managers.

The OrbisOptimal ishedg-
ed against stockmarket down-

607

Orbis Optimal Fund:
Value of $10 invested at inception, 31.12.89 - 22.07.04, in US dollars
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turns. This is not simply to de-
fend against falls but to make a
profit out of falling markets.

While Standard & Poorslist
the Orbis Optimal as an equity
fund, its managers describe it as
an “absolute return fund”, and
stress their belief that it has, in
their opinion, the lowest risk pro-
file of al their funds.

It is a large fund with
USS$3.2 hillion (about 130 billion
baht) under management.

The Orbis Africa Equity (Rand)
Fund may appeal to homesick
South African expats and others
who have an interest in portfolio
investment in South Africa. Itis
rated as AAA by Standard &
Poors and AA by Forsyth Part-
ners.

The benchmark for this
fund is the Johannesburg Stock
Exchange (JSE) All Sharelndex.
It has outperformed thisindex to
a significant degree. The fund
was launched on June 30, 1998.

M ONEY

TALKS

By Richard Watson

Fifty randinvested inthe JSE
at that date would be worth
89.21 rand today, while the
same amount invested in the
Orbis Africa fund would be
worth 300.53 — quite a dif-
ference.

Considering that the
fund isonly six years old, it
is large; the current amount in-
vested in it is 1.189 billion rand
(Just under 8 billion baht).

The fund is registered off-
shore, so interested investors do
not have to go through the com-
plications of the South African
banking system.

Richard Watson runs Global Port-
foliosCo Ltd, a Phuket-based per-
sonal financial planning service.
Hecan bereached at Tel and Fax:
076-381997, Mobile: 01-081-
4611. Email; imm@l oxinfo. co.th.

risng. A treewith atwo- or three-
inch trunk, about three meters
high, now sellsfor 3,000 to 5,000
baht.”

Themost expensivetreeon
her premisesat themoment isthe
frangipani that standsin front of
her office, waiting to be moved
to its new home. Because of its
height and its “beautiful shape”
it was sold recently for a stun-
ning 75,000 baht.

Another favorite is bouga
invillea. “We've been growing
them for along time and have a
lot of experience. Our business
grew from bougainvillea.”

Bougainvillea, too, can
command astonishing prices.
One large, shapely plant, about
50yearsold, isin Thip Garden’s
price list at 50,000 baht.

Success in the plant busi-
ness has to be based on common
sense, K. Rewadee adds. “In
Bangkok and other places you
can grow every kind of plant, but
Phuket is different. We concen-
trate on plantsthat can withstand
the dry season and the saltiness
of theseaair.”

In addition to Phuket, Thip
Garden also has markets in the
US and Europe, thanksto online
sales through its website, www.
gardenphuket.com.

Despitetheincreasing com-
petition in Phuket, K. Rewadee
says that she makes a decent
profit, and the business is till
expanding. Themain problemis
a shortage of labor. “If the gov-
ernment would relax therulesfor
hiring labor from neighboring
countries, that would go a long
way to to solving the problem,”
she says.
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L essons In top- fllght takraw

By Anongnat Sartpisut

MAI KHAO: Phuket International Airport
was an appropriate setting for the infor-
mal 2 Airport Sepak Takraw Champion-
ships over the weekend of July 31 and
August 1; some of the aerial antics of the
participants had the crowd wondering
whether clearance for takeoff had been
given.

Five of the 13 three-man teams tak-
ing part featured members of the Thai
national squad, and it was no coincidence
that these teams took the top five places
in the tournament.

In the end, it was the Patcharaporn
team that flew highest, though only just,
inaclose-fought, best-of-three tusslewith
Sor Jor Rat.

Current national squad players
Sarawut Inrek and Udomsak Kietchupipat
graced Sor Jor Rat while Singha Somsakul
played for Patcharaporn.

Every volley fired by Singhain the
first set seemed to end up with apoint for
his side and they quickly reached the 21-
point target, leaving Sor Jor Rat with 17
points.

a — J- = -
STRATOSPHERIC: National squad players Singha Somsakul for Patcharaporn (left)
and Udomsak Kietchupipat for Sor Jor Rat defy gravity at the 2" Airport Sepak
Takraw Championships. Patcharaporn went on to win the final.

Patcharaporn suffered a reversal of

takes — made it to 21 first, leaving their

fortunein the second set when Sor Jor Rat  opponents on 18 points.

— having learned from their earlier mis-

Thefinal set wasarush to 15 points

and saw the boys from Sor Jor Rat lose
their touch. Patcharaporn’sresident alche-
mist Singha— later awarded the Player of
the Tournament award and 1,000 baht —
turned every play into apoint, helping his
sideto hit the magic 15, taking the 25,000-
baht first prize and leaving Sor Jor Rat
frustrated with 11 points and the 12,000-
baht runners’ up prize.

Third place went to the Chester’s
Grill team when the opposing Nong Mint
team — current Asian sepak takraw youth
champions — retired from the contest due
to injuries.

After the contest, Kamol Tankim-
hong, coach to the Thai national sepak
takraw teamstold the Gazettethat his play-
ersare encouraged to take part in asmany
provincial matches as possible to keep
their skills and reflexes in tip-top condi-
tion ahead of the King's Cup Sepak
Takraw Championships to be held in
Bangkok later this year.

“Itisasoagreat way to demonstrate
the level of skill necessary to play at in-
ternational level, and it gives provincial
players the opportunity to learn from the
top-flight players,” said Kamol.

Tigers maul Ao Nam Bor

Moo 5 Nakok in narrow win

PHUKET CITY: The first two
daysof the Democrat Party-spon-
sored seven-a-side soccer tour-
ney at Saphan Hin saw some
fiercely competitive play, par-
ticularly in the under-11s divi-
sion.

One of the big matches for
the under-11s — 17 teams are
competing in thisdivision —was
between Phang Nga Tiger Jun-
iors and local lads Ao Nam Bor.

TheTigerswere asgood as
their name and played in defen-
sively, waiting to pounce on Ao
Nam Bor when they strayed too
far from their end of the pitch.

The Tigers lured their op-
ponents into thinking that they
had the upper hand but struck
successfully at goal in the 7
minute, with first blood going to
Jirayut Sawangkit.

The 9" minute saw Tiger
Durongkorn Tuwapirun shoot
from half-way, but missed.

Inthe second half, Ao Nam
Bor left their goal wide open in
the 11" minute and Jirayut seized
the opportunity to push the lead
to 2-1. The home team saw their
troubles multi pIy when Ji rayut -

l i

The Ao Nam Bor goalkeeper saves a shot by Phang Nga Tiger
Juniors, but four more went past him.

fouled three minutes later and
awarded afreekick from the 10-
yard line — took another shot at
goal.

The Ao Nam Bor keeper
got afinger to it only to see the
ball deflect into the net.

Sensing defeat, Ao Nam

1'- m

first-half missby putting the ball
firmly into the home side’s net.
Final score: Tigers 4, Ao
Nam Bor 1.
See next week’s Gazettefor
moreresults of thefour-day, 115-
team tourney.

CHALONG: Moo 5 Nakok beat
Island Safari 1-0 to win the open
category of the 7" Chalong
Samphan (Friendship) seven-a-
side soccer tournament on Au-
gust 1.

Moo 9 camethird and Moo
4 camefourthin the competition,
played on the makeshift soccer
pitch next to the Chalong Water
Supply Office.

Placings in the other cat-
egories were as follows:

Under-11s; 1. Baan Laem
Panwa School; 2. Baan Naborn
School; 3. Baan Ao Nam Bor
School; 4. Surakul Stars. Under -
13s: 1. Police B; 2. OrBorTor
Moo 5; 3. Baan Laem Panwa
School; 4. Police A. Under-19s;
1.Moo7;2. Moo 1; 3. Moo 4; 4.
ING Insurance Co.

— Anongnat Sartpisut
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Bor rallied and Assada Pratan
managed to score in the 17t
minute.

The Tigers knew that they
were almost unstoppable but
Durongkorn showed no mercy to
Ao Nam Bor and made upfor his
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Kata Group bowls them over

PHUKET CITY: Kongngern
Thaitong, Pairoj Janchana and
Eam Thavornvongwongse of the
Kata Group team outscored 19
other teams to win the recent
Bowling San Samphan Rapee
Day 2004 at CS Bowl at the Big
C supercenter.

After two hours of compe-
tition, thetrio had amassed 1,425
points, pushing Somchai Peung-
suriya, Boonsong Reuanphet and

‘he Henmage 7306 Moo T S

SmEang. Kamhy Koad, Ka

Nikorn Khaoraksa, of Pakdee
Village, who managed to score
1,410 points, into second place.
The Village Leaders Asso-
ciation, comprising Pisut Tanma-
nee, Pongtorn Rungsinrat and
Somnuk Pracha, scored 1,390
points to take third place.
Thetourney was organized
to honor the memory of HRH
Prince Rapeepattanasak, re-
garded asthe father of Thai law.

i, Fhosad B30
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r arather basic, no-

frills two-seater, the

Mazda MX-5 has

old remarkably

well. Itisnow inits

15" year of produc-

tion, with a tally of well over

700,000 having been built. It

even made the Guinness Book of

World Records for the world’s

best-selling sports car, when its

production figures reached
600,000 in October 2001.

The name Mazda origi-
nated from Ahura Mazda, the
highest Zoroastrian god of rea-
son, who apparently granted wis-
dom and united man with other
gods and natureitself. The word
Mazdaalso closely resembled the
name of founder Jujiro Matsuda,
so the firm, which began as the
Toyo Cork Kogyo Co. in 1920,
subsequently became Mazda.

Thisyear, at the LosAnge-
|es International Auto Show, the
|atest version of the MX-5, the
Mazdaspeed MX-5 Miata made
its debut, featuring a turbo-
charged 1.8-liter engine produc-
ing a very creditable 178bhp
(130kW) and 225Nm of torque.
An intercooler ensures a dense
charge of fuel/air to the engine,
while the cooling system has a
larger radiator to cope with the
excess heat produced.

A six-speed short-throw
gearbox is standard, while the
M azdaspeed lowered suspension
givesthe M X-5 remarkabl e agil-
ity, a legacy going back to the
original MX-5, which was leg-
endary for its handling, making
it ssimpleand easy to control, due

Expert Property Advice

» Sales (land & property)

* Consultancy

* Rentals

» Estate management

* Rental management

» Relocation advice

* Maintenance, repairs &
construction
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076 239944 / 01 B93 3434
info@lynxmgmt.com
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The new Mazdaspeed MX-5 continues a winning legacy going back 15 years, but with more power and comfort.

in part to its low center of grav-
ity and thetiny, low-slung sports
configuration.

Exterior colorsfor the Maz-
daspeed MX-5 arelimited to Ve-
locity Red Mica or Titanium
Gray Metallic,
with a black vinyl
soft top. A 225-
Watt, six-speaker
Boseaudio system
is standard, along
with asix-disc CD
autochanger.
Leather or cloth
upholstery may be
specified, while a
special sports sus-
pension featuring Bilstein shock
absorbersand larger anti-roll bars
givesthe car better road-holding
than ever before.

Safety has also been en-
hanced with side-impact barsand
reinforced windshield pillars.
Theonly factory optionisthe GT
package, with a cloth top and
black leather bucket seats with
red stitching.

When the
MX-5waslaunch-
ed in 1989 (it was
caledtheMiatain
the States and the
Eunosinitsnative
Japan) it was pow-
ered by ahumble,
1.6-liter, 16-valve
lump producing
just 115bhp. It was
fairly rudimentary and the brakes
werebarely ableto copewith the
modest speedsit could reach.

In 1993 came apower hike,
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with the introduction of a 1.8-li-
ter motor delivering 140bhp.
Disc brakes all round had also
been added in the intervening
years giving the car more stop-
ping power.

But it was still the simple,
open two-seater design that had
endeared it to thousands of en-
thusiasts who had mourned the
passing of the MG Midget, the
British entry-level sports car of
the’60sand ' 70s.

Mazdahasbeen threatening
to replace the MX-5, yet despite
the showcasing of a variety of
concept machines — all looking
remarkably similar to the current
production model — the original
isstill selling in viable numbers.

At last October’s Tokyo
Motor Show, Mazda displayed

the two-seat Ibuki concept, an
open-top, lightweight sports car
that hinted at the possible design
direction of afuture Mazdaroad-
ster.

The Ibuki featured envi-
ronmental technologies being
developed by Mazda, such asthe
unique Renesis hydrogen rotary
engine.

This could be the way for-
ward, both in environmentally-
friendly terms and as a worthy
successor to the MX-5.

The Mazdaspeed MX-5
Miata is now on sale in North
America but it is unclear when
this particular model will be
available in other markets.

Jeff Heselwood may be contacted
by email at jhc@netvigator.com.
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[though it may

seem that we

are spoiled for

choice when it

comesto restau-

rants in Phuket,
many people would agree that
there are still not enough places
offering Indian cuisine.

One small, reasonably-
priced restaurant that serves
home-cooked Indian food is in
Rawai. The ‘Indian Take Away’
isowned and operated by Somjai
‘Jim' Jaikhaew, who originally
comes from Nakhorn Sri Tham-
marat.

She went to university in
Bangkok with the intention of
becoming a teacher and, as part
of her training, also studied in
Leicester, England where she
spent four years.

“When | went to Leicester,
| was amazed to find so many
Indian people living there,” K.
Jmsays. “Thiswaswhen | real-
ized the popularity of Indian
food, not only with Indian peo-
ple, but also with Westerners.”

Having decided ultimately
that a career in teaching was not
for her, K. Jim went to Pattaya
and turned her talentsin another
direction, opening an Indian res-
taurant.

K. Jim (right) realized the wide
popularity of Indian food while
she was studying in Leicester,
England. Above left, Fish Biryani.
Above, Chicken Masala. Left,

She ran the restaurant,
Fatimain Soi 14, for threeyears,
but eventually grew tired of the
lifestyle there. “At that time,
about eight years ago, Phuket was
much quieter than Pattaya and it
was nearer to my family, so |
came hereto make afresh start,”
K. Jim explains.

Intheintervening years, her
restaurant has become a popular
place for peopleto eat or to pick
up ameal on the way homefrom
work.

As the restaurant is small
and K. Jim does most of thework
herself, she has kept the menu
simple. If you want take-away,
she advises calling to order you
meal a couple of hours before-
hand.

Fish Biryani
For two people

Ingredients:

200 gms white snapper fillet (or
any other firm fish) cut into
bite-sized pieces,

5 tomatoes, chopped small;

2 onions, chopped small;

Y large carrot, chopped small;

2 tablespoons tinned green pea
seeds;

2 cloves of garlic, crushed;

2 tablespoons butter;

1 cup cream;

1-1% tablespoons garam masala
powder;

1 teaspoon chicken flavor food
seasoning;

Small bunch fresh coriander;

2 lime halves;

2 cups cooked rice.

Method:

Fry the garlic, tomatoes and on-
ions in butter. Stir in the garam
masal a powder and food season-
ing, then cook on alow heat for
about 10 minutes. Add the car-
rot, green pea seeds and fish
pieces. Cook for afurther 10 min-
utes and remove the fish pieces
beforethey start to break up. Stir
inthericeand creamfor aminute
or two before turning off the heat.
Put a serving into each bow! and
place fish pieces on top. Deco-
rate with fresh coriander and a
lime half.

118/1 Yaowarat Rd., Muang, Phuket 83000

Tel: (076) 21-1839

Prawn curry.

By Jenna Wise

Chicken Masala
For two people

Ingredients:

200 gms chicken breast, cut into
bite-sized pieces;

1 large peeled potato, cut into
chunks;

1 onion, chopped small;

2 tomatoes, chopped small;

2 cloves of garlic, crushed;

2 tablespoons butter;

% cup milk;

1 tablespoon garam masal a;

1 teaspoon turmeric powder;

1 teaspoon cumin powder;

1 teaspoon crushed ginger root;

Fresh coriander and tomato to
decorate.

Method:
Boil the chicken piecesuntil they
are just tender. Fry the garlic,
onionsand tomatoesin butter for
afew minutes, before adding the
masal a powder, turmeric, cumin
powder and ginger root. Stir well
and add everything else, includ-
ing the pre-cooked chicken
pieces. Simmer the masala until
the potato is cooked. Serve with
steamed rice, topping with cori-
ander and tomato for decoration.

Prawn Curry
For two people

Ingredients:
10 medium-sized prawns,
2 tablespoons butter;
5 tomatoes, chopped small;
2 onions, chopped small;
1 stalk lemon grass, cut into 2-
inch lengths;
2 cloves of garlic, crushed;
1 tablespoon garam masal g;
2 cinnamon sticks;

2 pieces star aniseg;
Salt to taste.

Method:
Fry the garlic, onions and toma-
toes for afew minutes in butter.
Addthegaram masala, tirringin
well. Remove from heat and
blend until smooth.

Heat again, adding the
lemon grass, cinnamon sticks,
star anise pieces and some salt.
Simmer for half an hour, then add
the prawns. Cook for about 10
more minutes before serving with
steamed rice.

Basmati rice is the tradi-
tional Indian accompaniment
with curry dishes. K. Jim saysshe
buys her Indian ingredientsfrom
the Indian food shop near Sai-
namyen Schaool in Patong.

Indian Take Away, 39/31 Soi
Saiyuan, Rawai. Tel: 01-6910081.
Open from 9am to 10pm every
day.
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by Anongnat Sart pi sut

xecutive Director of
Baan Rae Rawai, Kris
Tengamnuay, likensthe
current boom in hous-
ing to aflower: “The market for
million-dollar homes has blos-
somed but asmall gap exists for
affordable homes in the 3- to 5-
million-baht bracket.

“We considered what peo-
ple wanted from a family home
— peace, privacy and value for
money — and decided to offer
exactly that,” he added.

Baan Rae Rawai, which
fronts onto Wiset Rd, between
the entrance to the Evason Phuket
and the Rawai Hedlth Center, is
split into two distinct phases.

Construction of Phase 1, a
terrace of five shophouses with
accommodation, began in April
this year and is set for comple-
tion in October. The three-story
propertieseach havea70-square-
meter deck to the rear and some
250sgm of internal space. Prices
begin at 3.95 million baht and go
up to 4.55 million baht.

Phase two is situated be-
hind the commercial unitsandis
in what K. Kris describes as a
“...modern tropical style”. Con-
struction begins this month with
the last property being ready for
occupation by June 2005.

Each of the detached homes

-'-ﬁ;: =

Aiming at a niche

has three bedrooms, three bath-
rooms, a kitchen, and separate
living and dining rooms. The
properties also have individual
outdoor Jacuzzis. Prices, accord-

ing to K. Kris, will not be more
than 8 million baht per home.
He added, “Rawai isaresi-
dential zone. The homes will be
convenient for the beach and for

Marriott’s Villa Ownership
Prices ranging from USD $9,900 to $75,000.

FREE

Golf, Dining, Spa. FantaSea. Sea Canoe,
O best of all spend 2 free nights experiencing this amazing resort

Come and explore Marmott’s new 5 star vacation villa ownership and as a thank vou gift you
will receive your choice of one of the following free,

Free 2 roands of Golf at Blue Canvon Country Club’s Lakes Course,
Free 4,000 Baht Dining & Shopping Gaft Certificates.
Free Mandara Spa treatment for 2 persons with lunch.
Free 2 tickets 1o Phuket FantaSea, with dinner and show included.

Free 2 tickets o John Gray Sea Canoe Phang Nga Classic Caves and Hongs tour,
Free 2 nights” accommodation at Marriott’s Phuket Beach Club

XRarmlls

Al

BEACH CLUB

Visit our welcome center at

JW MARRIOTT Phuket Resort and Spa
Or call O76-338-20M o schedule your personal tour, Details of parmicipation apply.
Free roundirip transporiation to and Mrom vour hotel,

transport links. The development
will use durable, low-mainte-
nance materialsto making living
there easy.”

Properties in both phases
will have their own pressurized
well-water supply, as well as a
reservetank. Electricity and other
cables will be buried to preserve
the panoramic views to the east.

K. Kris expects the devel-
opment to be popular with long-
term foreign residents who want
security and privacy. The devel-
opment will cost about 50 mil-
lion baht to complete.

For more information contact
Kris Tengamnuay at 131/89 W-
chit Songkhram Rd, Phuket; Tel:
076-323424 or 01-628166; E-
mail: bigkrisb6@yahoo.com

Hone of the Veek

Peaceful
hideaway
In aquiet
Rawal sol

his stylish Sino-Portu-

guese-style villa, com-

pleted ayear ago, ishid-

den away on a hillside
inaquiet soi in Rawai and isone
of three villas of differing styles
next to each other.

The home, which covers
268sgm, is surrounded by dense
jungle on three sides, ensuring a
peaceful lifestyle. On the ground
floor is a large, airy, open-plan
living areawhichincludesasepa-
rate lounge area leading out to a
large covered terrace and the 8m
X 4m pool.

There is a well-equipped
Western kitchen and breakfast
bar, adining area and, currently,
an office area— and thereis still
room for a pool table.

Also on the ground floor
are atoilet, alaundry area, stor-
age space and, outside, a park-
ing area with room for two cars.

The living area has teak
ceilingsand awideteak staircase
with wooden handrail leading to
the upper floor, which contains
the master bedroom and two
other bedrooms.

Thereisalarge balcony on
the second floor with wooden
railings and a floor with terra-

a home in phuket?

www.phuketimmo.com

09-866-9004 / 076—249-315

Lowartea ar Soi Nammkee 2, Swiyramn (Faminate i Nod Hare and Ravad Seack)
Comtact: OF 39 230 89 E-mail: ntplawia foctnfi.coh
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cottatiles and sand-wash. There
are beautiful views of Chalong
Bay from here. All windows and
doorshave security and mosguito
screens.

Two of the bedrooms share
a bathroom with shower, while
the master bedroom has an en-
suite bathroom with a bathtub, a
separate shower and two wash-
basins. The master bedroom also
has a high-quality wooden floor,
while the rest of the upper floor
istiled.

The well-designed garden

features many tropical flowers
and trees, and a high-quality
lawn.

Thevillaisfully air-condi-
tioned and is aso equipped with
fans. Thereishot and cold water
throughout. Phuket City is 15km
away, while Rawai and Nai Harn
Beaches are just 3km away. The
land areais 900sgm and thetitle
is Chanote. The property is
priced at 24 million baht.

For moreinfor mation contact Ri-
chard Lusted at Sam Real Estate,
Tel: 076-280805, website: www.
sianreal estate.com, email: info@
sianreal estate.com.
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he 2004 Phuket & Sa-
mui Property Expo in
Hong Kongin Novem-
ber is overbooked and
we are looking to take more
space. Thereasonsfor thisexplo-
sion of interest in the show,
which is co-sponsored by the
Gazette, are worth considering.

The obvious reasons are
that there are more devel opments
under construction on Phuket and
Samui and that the property mar-
ket is healthy, especially with
current exchange rates of about
75 baht to the pound sterling and
about 49 baht to the euro.

The opportunity to buy a
luxury three-bedroom homeon a
tropical island at roughly the
same price asamiserableflat so
small that you couldn’t swing a
cat init, in amiserable, gray al-
ley in the miserably gray city of
London, is proving attractive to
many.

Thailand’s current eco-
nomic performance and rela-
tively stable political scene also
continueto inspire confidencein
investment here.

But what is more interest-
ing isthat thisyear’'sincreasein
the number of property exhibi-
tions is more due to what hasn’t
happened than what has.

The first Phuket & Samui
Expo in Hong Kong was in No-
vember 2002. That whole year
was one of sombre mood in the

A mood
of real
optimism

wake of theterrorist attacksinthe
US, followed by the bomb blast
on Bali on October 12.

Last year, the outbreak of
Sarscrippled thetravel and tour-
ism business throughout South-
east Asia, and then another bomb
went off at the W Marriott ho-
tel in Jakarta.

This year,
however, has been
relatively trouble-
free, and a change
of attitude is no-
ticeable; people
perhaps accept
more readily that the world is
never going to befree of trouble.
We are always going to have the
extremists and diseases. Britons
lived with IRA bombs for more
than 20 years, but that did not
stop them going to the pub for a
beer.

In spite of the predictions
of the doomsayers that terrible
eventswill inevitably come, life
has to go on, albeit with some
changes.

/\
PRORTY

HOMEZONE

By Graham Doven

With all this in mind, we
can look forward to a bigger and
more profitable year for Phuket
and Samui’s property market.

Thegrowthisnot only lim-
ited to Phuket and Samui, of
course. Another property exhibi-
tion, known asthe Premier Prop-
erties Thailand show, will beheld
in Singapore in October and in
Bangkok at the end of Novem-
ber, featuring propertiesthrough-
out Thailand.

ThePremier exhibitionsare
intended to showcase the high-
quality end of the international
property market, including
luxury Bangkok condominium
projects and high-end homes in
Chiang Mai, Phu-
ket, the eastern
seaboard, Koh
Samui and Hua
Hin.

Discussions
are underway with
some of thebigin-
ternational property companies
who want to become more in-
volved in the show, adding their
respected public image and pro-
fessional expertiseto the exhibi-
tion, and so far thesignsaregood.

In the meantime, Phuket
and the rest of the Thai property
market arein for aperiod of good
growth and so long as there are
no man-made or natura disasters,
that growth should continue for
the rest of the year.

|
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" PLANTATION

The Plantation, kamala Bay, Phuket.

Experignce The Lurwry Of Natwre

= Banghkok Office:
M PLANTATION
Tel: +68 2555 1974

Faw: 466 2655 1674

‘Delniks Bulmec] 10 changa

32 SPACIOUS LUXURY
APARTMENTS & 24 UPSCALE
VILLAS FOR SALE, SET IN A
PRISTINE RAINFOREST
ENVIRONMENT, FOR
SOPHISTICATED, YET
CASUAL TROPICAL LIVING

Somkid Place, & 5ot Somkid, Ploenchit Rd,
Bamgkak 10330 Thailand

wwrattheplantationphuket.com

A NUMBER OF ATTRACTIVE DISPLAY
VILLA OPTIONS TO CHOOSE FROM
VILLA LOT PRICES START FROM
14,600,000 BAHT (approx. USS 366,900)
APARTMENTS START FROM
14,900,000 BAHT (approx. US$ 374,500

SHO‘W APARTMENT OPEN FOR VIEWING

Phuket Office:

1737 Moo &, BEamala, Kathw
“PLanTATION  Phuket 83120, Thalland

Telk: +66 76 385040-2

Fam: 466 75 384043

Emalt infe#theplantationphisket.com
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Getting religion

've never been much of a

onefor religion. | suppose |

get bored too easily. In fact

| get alittle impatient with
religious nuts of any variety, and
try to distance myself from them
as much as possible. I'm quite
content towallow inaseaof dis-
belief.

Before | cameto Thailand,
about the only link | could make
between gardening and religion
was those over-enthusiastic old
ladies who insist on raiding the
vicar’sgarden, hacking off every
flower in sight so that they can
“tastefully” arrangethemin vari-
ous corners of the church. The
flowers were dead within a few
days.

I always
wondered why
they couldn’t just
leave them where
they were in the
first place. Most of
them would prob-
ably then have out-
lived the old la-
dies.

Generally
speaking, thereare
few religiousintru-
sions into the
world of garden-
ing. Apart from Moses. You
know, that bloke with the huge
beard and the long stick. One of
the more common varieties of
ground-cover plants| know of in
Thailand is Moses-in-a-boat, or
waan hoi khraeng in Thai.

Also known as spiderwort,
it's an odd little plant really. It
consists of aspiky rosette-shaped
cluster of leaves with a purple-
green hue that looks quite nor-
mal if you look at them from the
top. The strange thing is that the
underside of the leaf is a deep
maroon color for no particular
reason.

It hasquite ashort stem, and
doesn’t usually get much taller
than about 30to 40 cm. It getsits
namefrom thefact that tiny white
flowers appear from the base of
the leaves, near the stem.

| supposethat if you havea
few Heinekens and squint with
your eyes haf-closed, in a cer-
tain light, the shape does re-
semble dlightly aboat containing
a white blob. Quite how this

Moses-in-a-boat. — Photo
by George M. Carlson.

lookslikeabearded baby inapa-
pyrus basket, I’'m not quite sure.

This is certainly not the
most user-friendly of plants, as
all parts of the spiderwort are
poisonous. Any contact with the
sap may cause some stinging and
make your skin itch.

Attempt to eat this unas-
suming little shrub, and a severe
burning pain in the mouth and
throat will be the result. Thisis
certainly not the ideal plant to
chew on.

If you have a patch of
ground inyour gardenthat you're
just tired of looking at, and want
to cover itinthe easiest way pos-
siblewith the minimum of effort,
this is the one.
Once established,
| itwill requirelittle
{ further input or ef-
fort from you. It
will beless enthu-
siastic if it's too
shaded, but with
| plenty of sun, it
will continue to
cover ground quite
contentedly.

You can en-
courage more
growth and help it
onitsway by sim-
ply splitting plants and replant-
ing them elsewhere, but |
wouldn’t bother —it’s quite happy
to do that for itself.

Although it prefers com-
post-rich soil, the spiderwort will
grow in sand or even coral rock.
It doesn’t redlly care.

In Phuket, the spread of
Moses-in-a-boat is something
that we would encourage, but in
other parts of the world they
don’'t share our enthusiasm.

InFloridafor example, con-
ditions are so well suited to the
spiderwort that it's actually be-
come an “invasive exotic spe-
cies’. The seeds are wind-dis-
persed and, as a consequence, it
turns up growing in all sorts of
places over there. You can even
find it asan epiphyte growing on
city buildings.

Moses-in-a-boat isn't your
average plant; the leaves are dif-
ferent colors on each side, the
plant’s poisonous, it has tyranni-
cal tendencies, and a rather daft
name. Perfect for any garden.

OPPORTUNITIES
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Properties

For Sale
PROPERTY SWAP
We would like to exchange 2
beautiful seaview plots
(1,000sgmand 1,200 sgm) in
Patong for 90sgm condos in
Sukhumvit or Silom areas of
Bangkok. Contact to discuss.

Tel: 06-2707228. Email:
info_enquiry@hotmail.com

PATONG BEACH
condo. 1-room apartment in
Patong for cash sale. 50,000
baht for freehold title. Pls
contact for more info. Tel: 09-
4740227. Email: chotip 5@
hotmail.com

LUXURY BEACH

condos. Large - 28sgm -
seaview apartment comprising
1 bedroom, living room, bath-
room and kitchen for sale for
1.5 million baht. Freehold title
for 760,000 baht. Call or email
for details. Tel: 09-4740227.
Email: chotip 5@hotmail.com

6-BEDROOM HOUSE
IN KAMALA

A beautiful 6-bedroom house
is for sale in Kamala, near
Phuket FantaSea and only
10 mins walk to the beach.
Only top-quality materials
wvere used to build this exclu-
sive house. Own water sup-
ply plus drinking water, ma-
ture garden, Jacuzzi, Euro-
pean/Thai kitchen, each bed-
room with attached bath-
room, aircon/ceiling fans, etc.
Totalland area: 1,252sgm.
Asking price: 16 million baht.
Price includes 4WD Toyota
Sport Rider. Please call for
more details. Tel: 076-
279075, 01-4761415.
Email: forun@Ioxinfo.co.th

SAIYUAN POOL
VILLA: US$160K

—_ [

Fully furnished 2-bedroom
villa with private pool. 10
minutes from Nai Harn
Beach. Call or email for
details. Tel: 01-5711009.
Email: amornvilla@yahoo.
com

Air-conditioned 2-bed, 2-
bathroom 14-3 sq wah house
with kitchen Tkm from La-
guna for sale at 2.6 million
baht. Call for details. Tel: 09-
8746314, 04-0591744.

LAND IN MANY
LOCATIONS
1) Saiyuan - 80 sq wah next to
Saiyuan Rd: 1.3 million baht.

2) Rawai - 2 rai at 3 million baht
per rai.

3) Opposite Mission Hills Golf
Club, very close to hills - 2 rai
at 2.2 million baht per rai.

4) Pa Khlok -0 rai, 150
meters from the sea. Very
nice view. 1.5 million baht.

Contact for details. Tel: 06-
6829922, Email: relaxphuket
@thailand.com

LAND AVAILABLE
Land available at Mission
Heights, 10 minutes from air-
port and 3 minutes from new
golf club. Email for more de-
tails. Email: landinphuket@
yahoo.com

MORE LAND

available. Land available in Nai
Ham, Rawai and Koh Maphrao
(Coconut Island) near Boat La-
goon with prices from 1.25
million baht per rai. Please
email for more details. Email:
landinphuket@yahoo.com

BEACH CONDOS
Apartments in Patong - 300m
from the beach and with fan-
tastic views - for sale or rent.
92sgm or 120sgm. Price: 2.2
million baht. Contact for de-
tails. Tel: 09-4740227. Email:
chotip 5@hotmail.com

LAND IN NAI HARN
3.3raiavailable in Nai Harn for
3.3 million baht per rai. Ideal
for future investment. Please
email for details. Email:
landinphuket@yahoo.com

CLOSE TO DULWICH

Villa on 3.5 rai close to
Dulwich International College
for sale at 8.5 million baht.
Please call for details. Tel:
076-274351, 06-2707228.

LAND FOR SALE

509 sq wah (2,036sqm) avail-
able in Soi Saliga, Rawai. Only
5.5 million baht. Call for details.
Tel: 076-288422.

PANWA SEAVIEW
LAND

100m walk to the beach.
Electricity and water. 500
sgm. Only 3.5 million baht.
Tel: 06-6912277. Email:
csukalya@yahoo.com

CAPE PANWA LAND
1-rai plots available with stun-
ning ocean views. Various
plots available, some with
beach frontage. 8 million baht
arai. Tel: 076-345081, 01-
9241447. Email: info@
houseandyvillasalesphuket.
com

ANDREW PARK

Praperey Agents & Coraulants

Land ard Villa 5ales

Properties For Rent
Dl and

Hatel Comeul
Villa and

Mamagement Seryvices

Let us help you with

prope uirdmirits

mr{gg:hwdﬂtm_
h:'tm :h.nf Laties}
E Hulmg.
Phuket 82000

Tel: OFE&-35R01E,
01-8%23633
Fax: OF-354019

E-rmail us at
sales@andrenpark phuket oom
cor washt pur wa it
wwwandrewparkphuket.com

TWO LAND
PARCELS FOR SALE

1. Kata Hill with sea view. 6
rai, 3 ngan, 56 sqwah. 3.5
million baht/rai.

2. Land near Heroines'
Monument in beautiful
surroundings and near fu-
ture golf course. 400sqm
and more. 2,500 baht/sqm.

Please contact for more
details. Tel: 09-7242572
For further details, please
see our website at http.//
www.lantarealestate.com

LAND IN PHUKET CITY
Land beside Royal Phuket City
Hotel. You can build 20 stories
high. 257 talang wah, Cha-
note. 25 million baht. Call/
email for details. Tel: 06-595-
0188. Email: nsupin@yahoo.
com

LAND IN NAI HARN

Prime location on road to
viewpoint and Kata. Nearly
1.2 rai (2,000sgm). 3.6 mil-
lion baht. Call 01-4774792.

PRIVATE ISLAND

in Krabi for sale or long-term
lease by sole owner. Theisland
covers 580rai, is Tkm from the
shore and 25km from the air-
port. Ideal location for a ma-
rina. No agents please. Tel:
01-8604099, 01-8921470.
Fax: 01-3239745. Email:
kasom_k@suroj.net For more
details, go to: www.suroj.net/
krabi

HOUSE IN PATONG
Fully furnished house in
Patong with 4 big rooms, 3
bathrooms, 3 aircons. Quiet
and secure, own satellite TV,
phone and fax. Best in Nanai
Rd. Price: 3 million baht. Tel:
06-2775547.

1
huket One

FRealestate

HALIM “TEVALAI™ BEA
VIEW APARTMEMNTS

5.5 mllion Baht

FHUKET COUNTRY CLUB

OVERLOOKING SURIN
BEALCH

wew I bk eloneroalestal

NEW SINGLE HOUSE
for sale. 560sgm in Kathu
with Nor Sor 3 Gor, 2 stories,
3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms,
with Jacuzzi. 6.9 millon baht.
Tel: 07-2799500.

AONANG KRABILAND
Small plot for sale in Ao Nang,
Krabi. Ideal for all develop-
ments. Please call for more
details. Tel: 01-8916218.

LAND FOR SALE
directly on Banyan Tree Golf
Course (Laguna property).
1,050 sqm/262.4 sq wah.
Price: 7.872 million baht.
Please contact for more infor-
mation. Tel: 076-239864.
Email: hktmkt@ksc.th.com

v, km | gl fran koph uloetg e

Knight
Frank

SOLD !

Nobody Sells More Real Estale in Phuket
than Knight Frank!

Before you buy, talk to the professionals
who know what you should pay.

Contoct;
Stephen O'Brien
076 396777
01 B2 55124

RAWAI CONDO

1-room apartment, toilet,
kitchen. Prime location, free-
hold title. 400m to beach.
Price: 350,000 baht up. Op-
tion: finance available. Tel: 09-
4740227. Email: chotip_ 5@
hotmail.com

PATONG APARTMENT
for sale. 57-year lease. 1 bed-
room, 126sgm. Fully fumished,
3years old. Expat community.
Email: beijingkirk@yahoo.com

LUXURY HOMES IN
PATONG

New 2-story homes - cover-
ing 150sgm - with carport,
large living dining room with
aircon, 3 bedrooms and 3
bathrooms. Freehold land 4
million baht. Call or email for
details. Tel: 01-8957597.

Email: info@phuket-
besthomes.com www.
phuket-besthomes.com

Properties
For Rent
PATONG RESIDENCE
1- or 2-bedroom apartment for
rent. Includes kitchen and pool,
and is only 350m from the
beach. 6,000 baht/month.
Please contact for more info.

Tel: 09-4740227. Email:
chotip_5@hotmail.com

PATONG STUDIO
apartment comprising living
room with kitchenette, sepa-
rate bedroom with bath. Aircon,
telephone and UBC. Quiet,
clean, European-standard fur-
nishings. Long-term rental pre-
ferred from 8,000 baht a
month. For more information,
please call Tel: 076-292345,
01-0833071.

NEW HOUSES GOOD
& cheap! Fully fumished, 2-bed
house near Nai Yang Beach
with aircon, 1 bath with hot wa-
ter, equipped kitchen, UBC, TV,
surrounded by fence. 12,000
baht/month. Pls call or email for
details. Tel: 09-6506221.
Email: ek phuket@hotmail.
com

Don’t miss Phuket’s largest motor show/
See
our Wheels & Motors classifieds on page 35.

All classifieds
in these pages are

V 1\““'

— your assurance
that whatever’s advertised
is seriously for sale.

Gazette Classads - they work!
«..hecause they're real.
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PHUKET ISLAND
REAL ESTATE

Specialists in House
Sales, Rentals, Land
Plots and Businesses,
for Sale or Lease,
including Hotels.
For more details call
076-341871,01-5697616
E-mail: sales@
phuketislandrealestate.com
Website: www.
phuketislandrealestate.com

KATA HILL HOUSE

Fully furnished, 2 bedrooms
with aircon, 2 bathrooms, liv-
ing, dining, kitchen and park-
ing space with Tel line, avail-
able from August 1, 2004
rent 19,000 baht/month. Pls
call/email for details. Tel:
076-216036, 01-6062827.
Email: nij017@hotmail.com

NEW HOUSE 4 RENT
Three 2- bed houses for rentin
Baan Suan Phuket. Natural
surroundings and a nice area
in Soi See Koh, Kathu. 800m
from main road, aircon, fully-
furnished and with kitchen-
ette. 20,000 baht/ month.
Rent plus 2 months' security
deposit. Please call for more
info. Tel: 01-8950697.

FISHERMAN WAY
Beachfront house for rent. Tel:
076-381181,076-381189.
www.fishermanway.com

LAND FREE FOR 15YRS
available on the east coast of
Koh Maphrao (Coconut Is-
land). Incredible sea views to
Krabi, Phi Phi, Phang Nga and
Koh Lanta. Please contact for
details. Tel: 01-8919830.
Email: bruno@Iloxinfo.co.th
For details, see our website at:
www.maphrao.com

NEW 3-BED HOUSE
2-bathroom house for rent,
very close to Nai Yang and air-
port. Comprises kitchen, living
room and garden. Furnished:
25,000 baht a month. Unfur-
nished: 20,000 baht a month.
Please call for more info. Tel:
01-3978938.

LONG-TERM LEASE
New houses at Palai Green. 2
aircon bedrooms, hot showver,
kitchen, living room, patio, ga-
rage. Fully furnished, beautiful
garden, quiet, peaceful area.
Palai Beach, near Chalong Bay.
Call01-8924311.

HOUSE FOR RENT
3-bedroom house, with 2
bathrooms, in Nai Harn for
rent. Prefer long term. Please
call 06-6830753 (Thai) or 09-
6452576 (English).

LARGE APT IN QUIET

location. Large studio-style
apartment with 1 aircon bed-
room, 1 living room or 2™ bed-
room, 2 bathrooms, kitchen-
diner, balcony, fully furnished
including satellite TV, TV and
swimming pool. 15,000 baht/
month. 1-bedroom apartment
also available. Contact for
details. Tel: 076-296621, 01-
9785501. Fax: 076-344689.
Email: info@baansuanvilla.de

laza DeliMay
erb Office/Showroom Compley
" At The Entrance To Laguna

= Dpens
e Novemler

Supermarket/Deli Space
(154 sqm) To Let

Alse 2 Ground Fleor + 5 upper Floor units Available
Between 34 and 40 sq metres each

Superb Location - Excellent Facilities
for further information please
email: sales @fakewoodhillsphuket.com
or Tel 09 8737075

For rent: Furnished
Phuket Chalet

For more information, please see our website
www.phuketchalet.com or Tel: 076-200974.

Get your Phuket Gazettefrom
these outletsin Bangkok:

Bangkok

GRAND STONE HOME
AT SAIYUA

S i

_‘1-

2-story stone home with
natural material. 648 sgm,
4 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms,
surrounded with coconut
trees. For sale at 6.5 million
baht or long-term rent at
40,000 baht/month. Will
be available in September.
Tel: 01-7872201. Email:
phuket8@hotmail.com

Properties
Wanted

KOH YAO NOI

We're looking for 3-10 rai of
waterfront land on Koh Yao
Noiisland. We wiill consider
both east- (Krabi) and west-
(Phang Nga) side locations at
reasonable prices and with
proper land titles. If available,
pls send some pics along with
your offer. Email: dusitha@
phuket.ksc.co.th

HOUSE OR LAND
wanted on Phuket. Limit 2.5
million baht. What do you
have? Pls send info. Email:
funlife_99@hotmail.com

APARTMENT/CONDO

Maximum 3 million baht cash.
No agents. | want to deal with
the owner. Pls email. Email:
admin@phuketdeafeagle.com

Find more Property Classified ads at

www.phuketgazette.net/

Don Muang Airport
Tel. 02-5731120

PhaThumwan
Tel. 02-6117165

Tel. 02-2313244

Tel. 02-6581153

Tel. 02-6566070

Tel. 02-2485668

Tel. 02-6736342

Tel. 02-2526261

Se-Ed’s, Mahboonkrong Building, zone B, Phayathai Rd,

Se-Ed’s, Silom Complex, 4 ™floor, silom Rd, Bangrak

Se-Ed’s, Silom Center, Rama 1 Rd, Pathumwan

Se-Ed’s, Panthip Plaza, M-floor, Petchaburi Rd, Rajathewee
Se-Ed’s, Fortune Town Building, Ratchadapisek Rd, Huaykwang
Se-Ed’s, Central Rama 3, Satupradit Rd, Yannawa

Q Mart, Grand Hotel, Sukhumvit Rd, Soi 11, Klongtoey

Tel. 02-6511200 ext. 3452

C Mart, Centre Point, Petchaburi Rd, Soi 15, Rajathewee
Tel. 02-6536690-8 ext. 4030

Duangkamol, Sukhumvit Rd, Klongtoey

Classified Advertisements

Please use this form to write your classified advertisement.
Then hand it to any of our agents.

N O A O A (2 1)

Classified ads are charged per line. Each line is 60 baht,
with a minimum of 4 lines (heading included) per ad.

All advertising must be paid for in advance.

Deadline for Property Mart page: Friday 3 pm.
Deadline for all other pages: Saturday 12 noon.
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Accommodation
Available

PATONG LUXURY

apartments. 1- and 2-bed-
room apartments in central
Patong. Email for details.
Email: suites247@yahoo.com

PATONG’'S LITTLE
secret. | am welcoming
guests to our quiet, clean
guest house situated above
Nanai Rd on the hillside and 5
mins to the center of Bangla.
Currently room rates start at
450 baht/day, with aluxury 2-
bathroom penthouse with
seaview and daily maid at
1,000 baht/day. Satellite TV,
mini-bar, kingsize bed and
kitchen are standard in all
rooms. Tel: 076-296320, 01-
0854514. Email: myhotel
2004@aol.com

NEW HOUSE

Close to the beach. 3 rooms,
kitchen, living room, garden,
furniture, sea view. 14,000
baht/month. Tel: 076-214-
794, 06-6837162. Email:
somthawin_pw(@hotmail.com

OFF-SEASON
accommodation. Special off-
season rates. Relax and enjoy
poolside ambience in a quiet
setting. 55% discount over
daily rate If staying monthly.
Weekly rates also. Located
2.6km south of Chalong
Circle. You won't be disap-
pointed. Friendship Beach
Bungalow Resort, Rawai. Tel:
09-7272296.

PATONG INNER-CITY

living. No tuk-tuks, no bike: just
walk to all. Save 3,000 baht +.
Big apartment on top floor. 1
bedroom with lounge, kitchen,
phone line, luxury finish. From
only 13,000 baht/month for
long term. Tel: 01-8922824.
Email: junawom@hotmail.com

KAMALA HOUSE

2 aircon bedrooms, 2 bath-
rooms, hot water. Full kitchen:
dual gas burners, microwave,
fridge. 25" TV, DVD, parking,
garden, bright design, Tkm to
beach, 15,000 baht/month.
Tel: 09-4744335. Email:
chutima_incharoen@hotmail.
com

HOTEL PROMOTION
Low season hotel promotion.
Long-stay beachfront hotel
deal including ABF and use of
facilities. 18,000 baht per
month. For more information,
please call Tel: 076-345518,
01-8920038.

ROOMS IN PATONG

Fully fumished “as new” room,
with aircon, near Siam Com-
mercial Bank. 7,500 baht/
month. Tel: 01-8922824.
Email: junawom@hotmail.com

ROOMS TO LET

Lake-view apartments in
Kathu. Fully furnished rooms
to let with aircon, fridge, free
satellite TV, hot water, car
parking, in a new complex.
Price: 166 baht a day. Tel:
076-202585, 09-1968449.

Accommodation
Wanted

NEED APT WITH ADSL
Looking for a place to stay with
ADSL Internet access (I pro-
vide computer) from Aug to
Nov. Apartments, homes,
room share — all ok. Tel: 06-

2677236. Email: wes@
1stchoiceecommerce.com

ADVANCE PAYMENT
Will pay 1 year in advance for
right house. Requirements:
Chalong/Rawvai area; min 2
bedrooms; 2 bathrooms; phone
line; max rent: 10,000 baht/
mth. Tel: 01-4152358 Email:
groupliewelry@msn.com

LODGING IN CHALONG
area. Looking for cheap apt or
bungalow - not a hotel -in a
quiet area for a 4-month stay.
Minimum requirements: 1
double bed; kitchen with
cooker and refrigerator; bath-
room with a toilet, showver and
hot water. Needed for Nov
16, 2004 till March 16,
2005. Email: karelmestdagh@
yahoo.com

APT ORHOUSE NEEDED
We are 3 persons arriving
Patong Dec 21 and staying
until end of Jan. We are look-
ing for an apartment or house
within walking distance of
Patong center. Please email
if you have something you
think might interest us.
Email: tkulle@hotmail.com

PATONG APT FOR 40

days. Apt with 2 private bed-
rooms wanted, on or close to
Patong, Karon or Kata Beach.
Must be within walking dis-
tance of, or on, the beach.
Need for end of October into
December 2004. Email:
howardbloom@pc-man.com

ASK
KHUN WANIDA/

MOMMA DUCK

Problems with an extra-
marital affair?
Questions about Thai
culture?

Need someone to love?

Read her advice in the
Phuket Gazette

Fax076-213971

or email

momma@phuketgazette.net

View Thaland’'sLARGEST portfolio
of Classified Ads—amost 3,000 of them —
and placeyour ad for FREE!
Seethe Phuket Gazette Online at
www.phuketgazette.net

PHUKET
K.L. Mart

Patak Rd, Chalong

Sin & Lee

Taurus Travel

Ala Carte

PHANG NGA

Thalang Rd, Phuket City

Agents for Classified Advertising

NAVA Language School
Phang Nga Rd, Phuket City

Aroonsom Plaza Rat-U-Thit 200 Pi Rd, Patong

Kamala main road, Cherng Talay

Maew Internet Shop, Khao Lak
Avalon Creative Group Co Ltd, Khao Lak

Tel:

076-280400/3
Tel: 076-232398/9
Tel: 076-211230
Tel: 076- 344521-2

Tel: 076-278019

Tel:
Tel:

076-420627
076-420539

Building Services

swisselec

engineering co. i

SPAS R US

Steam room/sauna and acces-
sories, and portable hot tubs
from USA. Quality equipment,
designed and installed for your
needs. Business and residential.
California Spa Design. Please
call for more details. Tel: 076-
263269, 09-1950610.

P-CON
Phuket Construction
and Home Services Co Ltd
Roofing, floor, walls, tiles
Clearing, painting,
plumbing, aircon,

electrical systems, repairs
and other work done by our
professional team.

PHUKET WATER
Gardens. Water feature con-
struction (Koy ponds, water-
falls, etc.) Please contact us
for more details. Tel: 07-
8814984,

Call 09-1960852
Fax: 076-263204
Email: p-con@chaiyo.com

Household
Products

HOUSEHOLD

furniture. All new in March/
April 2004 LG 29" flat screen
TV: 10,000 baht, LGDVD +
S/Sound/S: 4,000 baht; King-
size mattress: 5,000 baht; 2
pedestal fans: 2,000 baht. Tel:

07-2854295. Email: traveller
180957 @hotmail.com

GOING HOME SALE
21" Singer TV in very good
condition for just 3,000 baht,
VCD, MP3 player for just
1,000 baht, Satellite system
with dish for just 6,000 baht.
All must go ASAP. Email:
micks 2003@hotmail.com

PULLEEEAZEY
If you havearadio,
don't takeit to the

beach!

Events Calendar
it probably isn’'t one.

If anevent isn’t listed in the Gazette's

List YOUR event now - I1t’sfree of charge.

www.phuketgazette.net/calendar

I Ty The Phuket Gazetie Co Lid, 367/2 Yaowarat Road,
Amphor Muang, Phoket 83000, Thailand,

1 YES, [ want to receive the PHUKET SGAZETTE
: for a full year - 52 jggues!

I L1 Thai Baht 2,800 for a domestic subseription (outside

Would you like to keep up on what's happening
in Phuket - the good, the bad and the bizarre?
Let ug share it with you - every week/

I | hereby authonze payment against my Visa K/ Mastercard UJ
I (] Thai Baht 1,560 for Phuket Special Delivery (Phuket Island only!)
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Retail sales

Larcatioem: Central Festival Phaskel

The Maza m Surin beach

R mirw i s

* [ hpkoma of hachekors disgres:

& Afalefemale, ape 22-31

= Good commaord of spoken | '|_.|I'\-|I

& -3 vy experiends i el oF ser

= know ledpe of PLS [Epness prognom | s e
adviskige

w ol compoior sklls | Waord, Excel|

& SeEll-morvatgd el eng Pl

wimie sy

Accountant

Reqmire msiils:

= iploma bachelor's degree in accountmg or relabed
Tizld

* Female, sge 25.15

o -3 vears' Acconsting experiends with handlimg ol kcal
L ISR

= Kinew ledlge of POS Cengmess prognm )

& Jlood commuand of spoken and writien English

® Ui compuler skalls ('Wonl, Exoel, ¢-smail)

= Good interpersonal skills

W adfer an arteactive aalary anil heselieg

Interesied persons, plesss send application lefier with resumé of

[

et ik il anel O recenl el 10

Dhummgtip Charturachinds
FURST Pl 3, Serescwenghanrms B, Chemmig Talay,
Thaleesg. Fhuket &30 11

iy ez | basr st 2o

CLASSIFIEDS

Island Job Mart

The future smiles on you

Sofited Maglc Lagoon Reson & Spa Is a frve-star luoury resort located in Khao Lak,
Fhamg-hga Province, and part of the ACCOR GROUP, the European beader and
one of the world's largest group in hotel & services with 4,000 hotels worldwide in mons
than 90 coumntries, We are currenily looking for individuals who are exparienced, anengatic,
sell-motivated, and [ooking for opportunities 1o grow and develop with us,

Directar of Finance ! Assistan Dinsclor of Sales
Credit Marages ! PR Manager

Executive Zaous Chef

Spa Manager { Assstant Spa Manager
Assisiani Sport & Recreation Marager
Assistant Housskesping Marager § Assistani Laundry Manager
Assistani Cheel Engineer / Engineering Supervisar
Ammistart Beverage Manager

Boutigue Aflendant /| Room Service | Order Taker

Chefs De Partie § Demi Chefs De Pastie
Spa Therapis! § Veailer | Wakness § Bariender

Excursions Altendant

Beadh & Walersports Aflendant | Pool Sporl & Filness

SOFITEL

-+ & worl ki e |esader in Hobels, Tounsm and Services
MR

International Law Office, Patong Beach Mam Tri's
e Boathouse
Office Manager ke P Tiard
Ooalification:
- Bachelor's degres Maom Tri's Boathouse, Phukel
- Age of 25 ¥ears :|:-]-1.51'I , male or St Tri™s Boalliouse, & Boulicue Pl willy 36 o,
female romErs and sealroil sludios, [ocaes] on Kala Beach, Phisken,
- Effcallént command of Engll ish 15 hodkivg bo camcliiabe= 1o 00 fhie Bl loningg positi o s

L anguage
- Pro-active management style

E-mail: interlaw@loxinfo.co.th

Hagd Office: 17/6 Chaofa Road,

Talaad Nuaa, Moang,

Reservation Officer | Night Receplionist

- Plaagsant and sécvicé-minded Chasl B aliones:
peTSOnA 1ir ¥ - MlahTemale, rmimsem s al 25
2-5 yeqrs’ e ioinde in the ekl
1f ¥ou are interested, 3 lease contacst - ol command of women arl sgoken Englah
us at Tel: 076 2221 91 =5 Cosnpules liserate i Fidelio, M5 Excel & Wi

Mo contart: HE dispastment
102 Koktarad Road, Kata beach, Phodoed 03100
Teel: 06 30015 Fax; OFf 330 861
-] hinfibnaibaosegrh ot . com

Phuket 83000

25% Discount on Standard Classifieds for
Shopper Card Holders

IF YOU...
Place your ad in these pages;
Present your Shopper Card: and
Pay for the ad at our offices,

you'll enjoy & 25% discount® AND have your ad appear free of charge In
tha Gazstta's lsland Trader Onlina.

With more than 10,000 visitors a day, the Island Trader Online is
Thailand's most active classifiad marketplace.

*Ads may be submitted in person or online
(phuketgazette.net/classifisds], but must be paid for at the Gazette offices.
The discount is not eveilable when payment is mede at our agents.

The Phuket Gazette Co Ltd

367/2 Yaowarat Rd, Phuket City Tel: 076-236555 Fax: 076-213971

ISLAND TECHNOLOGY
is the leader in innovative digi-
tal solutions. We have many
exciting opportunities for
Sales Representatives & Web
Programmers in Phuket.
Come and join our dynamic
team of professionals. Sales
training provided. Please send
your resumi via email. Email:
jobs@islandtechnology.com

PHUKET LAW FIRM
seeks secretary and accoun-
tant. Please send resumi to
apply. Email: scphuket@
yahoo.com

URGENT: DRIVER
Driver urgently needed for
Rawai area. Good salary.
Please call 076-273427.

AIRLINE STAFF

Korean Air is seeking staff
with the following skills:
good spoken & written
English; and experience in

reservations/ticketing/pas-
senger traffic. Please send
your resumi with photo to
apply. Email: jwpak@
koreanair.co.kr

NANNY/MAID WANTED
Nanny/maid wanted to care
for a young child (22 months)
and general household duties.
Must speak English and have
childcare experience. Good
salary. Please call for more
details. Tel: 076-238168,
06-2743098.

WEB DESIGNER

Professional web designer
with exceptional design skills
in the following programs is
needed: Adobe Photoshop,
Macromedia Flash and
Dreamweaver. Applicant
must be Thai and be able to
speak English. Original and in-
dependent design skills
wanted. Email CV along with
samples and references.
Email: info@asiadebit.com

ACCOUNTANT

& auditor. Requirements: BA
in accounting; 1 year's expe-
rience in an auditing firm; and
a good command of English.
Tel: 076-238776. Email:
supotpac@phuket.ksc.co.th

Find more Classified ads

at

www.phuketgazette.net/

August 7 - 13, 2004

SALES EXECUTIVE
Experienced Sales Executive
wanted — age 25-35 years
and with good English abilities.
Please call for details and to
apply. Tel: 076-215710.

NANNY REQUIRED
Full-time live-in nanny needed
to look after 1-year-old baby
girl. Own bedroom, aircon,
swimming pool, all meals in-
cluded. Some light cleaning.
Excellent salary for right per-
son. References required.
Tel: 07-2681170. Email:
mriley42602002@yahoo.
co.uk

FRENCH TEACHER
wanted urgently. Must be
Thai. Contact for details and
to apply. Tel: 09-8736467.
Email: june@fsi.psu.ac.th

DIVE MASTER /
BOAT MECHANIC.

Padi Dive Master with ex-
perience in boat mainte-
nance. Overseas posi-
tions in great location.
Pay tax-free in US dollars
and airfare, visa, accom-
modation supplied. Email:
markmp@candw.ky

Employment
Wanted

ENGLISHMAN SEEKS

work. 29-year-old English-
man with 7 years’ experience
in city restaurants and bars
seeks work. Can you help?
Please contact to discuss.
Tel: 076-344070. Email:
paulnamfon@hotmail.com

JOB IN TOURISM

or hotel. Swedish man seeks
job in the tourist industry.
Speaks and writes English flu-
ently. Worked as reservations
manager with responsibility
for staff, customer service,
and relationships with travel
agents. Interested in online
hotel bookings or resorts and
hotels in the Phuket area for
management position. Have
lived in Phuket for over a year.
Tel: 05-1601670. Email:
phuketexpat@hotmail.com

EUROPEAN HOTEL

and resort manager, who has
lived in Thailand for 14 years,
seeks full-time or part-time
employment in the South, or
as property management
consultant. As | live here, |
am not looking for a Euro-
pean salary; this is negotiable.
Tel: 04-7457024. Email:
kingrw80@hotmail.com

Don’t miss....

Issues

&
Answers

www.phuketgazette.net/

issuesanswers/index.asp
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Articles
for Sale

LAMINATOR

Brand-new professional lami-
nator for A3 and A4. Paid
12,900 baht; will sell for
10,000. Email: phuketweb@
hotmail.com

KITCHEN EQUIPMENT
Gas burners, gas cylinders,
exhaust fan. Contact K.
Rannee. Tel: 06-6833964.
Email: franklee200@hotmail.
com

FLAT SCREEN TV

27" flat screen Samsung
TV. In excellent condition.
Price: 8,500 baht. Tel: 01-
8117613. Email: sue@
baanrimpa.com

SAMSUNG D410

The newest mobile phone,
not yet available in Phuket.
20,000 baht. Tel: 01-788-
8798. Email: stefan_breit@
yahoo.de

SATELLITE SYSTEM

including dish for sale in very
good condition. Can watch
English, German, Indian and
many other channels. Con-
tact for more details. Email:
rubina682003@hotmail.com

RESTAURANT

furniture. 28 black chairs, 10
round tables, like new. More
than 50 white plastic chairs,
and 15 white tables. Make an
offer. Tel: 09-8093566.
Email: lennartviberg@hotmail.
com

JVC VIDEO RECORDER
One year old and looks like
new; used about four times.
No remote control. Comes
with original tape of Faw/ty
Towers. 1,500 baht. Tel:
076-330710,01-5974218.
Email: raoulwildt@gmx.net

BABY ARTICLES

One baby bed and one sporty
pushchair from France, in
good condition and at a spe-
cial price. Please contact
Cathy. Tel: 01-9792082.
Email: nakaflavors@yahoo.
com

MEN’S GOLF CLUBS

Full set of right-handed
PowerBilt clubs: 1, 3and 5
woods; 3-9 irons; SW/PW,
and putter. Bag and travel
case, as new. 22,000 baht
ono. Tel: 04-0541269. Email:
kimbofive@hotmail.com

BALINESE KITE

| am selling a gorgeous, one-
of-a-kind Balinese kite of a
falcon/eagle. Handmade
and hand-painted. It is big;
over 2 feet across. 400
baht. Please contact us for
more information. Tel: 06-
2768676. Email: phuketna
@hotmail.com

LEE BMARINE
i

THRILAND'S
YACHT SALES
SPECIALISTS

FULL RANGE OF
LISTINGS AT

Formosa 51

. ol T
§Z50,000 UID

Boat Lagoon
Andrew de Brun 01 894 1530

Yacht Haven
Jim Poul=en 01 BB1 3237

nai

BETANE COm

-0

Mauticat 33
Fully equipped
ready o sall
THE 3,500,000
contact

birgk e R e e, cod
OFE-230111

T m & i LW NN NS WE NN

Boats & Marine

SIMPSDN'[‘HAHLHE

Graat Opportunity to own a Mow Yacht in A51A
Without waiting |

ATIMILIT 58
Hirs Uppg raedies-Tead Fly Bridge | Flal Bcrean TV | Naw Eiminl & Covars
| =304 Moded
=2 ¥ MTU 1150hp
+ 2 o Kobler Garssl
= decaiin lapout
=40 NoTR S ain anging
= Chmer upgrading

Avallable For Early Dalivery

Log onto RIS A WAL E I PR O A I

BEMETEAL 57

Sxunming nuw sadal
dvailabin Coinber 2004
«Engines: 2 ¢ E2hp Mann
o 5 gusssts o duy eailing
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OF CHARGE
Insuranee ovore
FOR YOUR ROAT
COMMERCIAL

OR PLEASURE

DAY-TRIP DIVE BOAT
b3ftloax 15ft beam,
Randall-built in Australia, with
twin Hino EK 100 marine die-
sels of 275hp each. Can ac-
commodate 24 divers and
gear on dive deck. Huge, cov-
ered upper lounging deck.
Presently undergoing engine
overhaul and service at Boat
Lagoon. Hull just sanded
down to the fiberglass and
being restored to better-than-
new condition with epoxy
resin, high build primer, vinyl
sealer, bond coat and anti-
fouling. Anodes being re-
placed on steering and rud-
ders with new seals and bear-
ings. Have replaced bearings,
seals and anodes on props.
New dive platform. We have
too many other business in-
terests to run a dive operation
as well, so you can steal this
boat in fantastic condition for
6 million baht if you act to-
day. Please contact us for
more information. Tel: 076-
280737. Email: panyim@
loxinfo.co.th

Sea Ray Laguna 21
MEW Mariner 200 Hp
great for P'nga
THE 1,200,000
contact

broargiihaimaning gom

07B-238111

TR

Toias Rl smisie LS |pees

BOAT FOR SALE

29-foot fiberglass motor
yacht with Thai registation.
2 x 280hp Mercruiser en-
gines. Price: 3.5 million
baht ono. Tel: 076-239-
864. Email: hktmkt@ksc.
th.com

ANTIQUE COMPASS
Large, original ship’s com-
pass (approx 170cm). Made
of brass, with light and mag-
nets, mounted on wooden
column. Very decorative for
home or in bar/restaurant.
Located in Patong. Other
items also available. Contact
by email at: paloyolsen@
hotmail.com

CATAMARAN NACRA
inter17. 5.2m (17’) Beach
Cat. Carbon-kevlar hulls.
New rigging, trampoline,
boom, carbon rudders and
carbon daggerboards. Price:
240,000 baht, complete
with boat cover. Tel: 076-
327396.

FISH TRACKER
Computer sonar. New, and
has never been used. It will
show you where the fish are,
and you will always come
back with big, big fish. Up-
to-date technology. 30,000
baht, negotiable. Tel: 075-
684525, 01-0669459.
Email: sergeyves@hotmail.
com

Alcoholcs Anonymous

Is holging mautings in Englsh
3l tha Tollewing places:

Phuket City
Hissian Hasgital
o Mg and Sun a1 T pre

PEgket Intersatiansl Hosphsl
an Fro gk 7 pm

Patong

Paknag Hosptad
an Mon, Tue, Wad, 582, Sun
ot ¥ g and on Friat B pr

Business
Opportunities

EARN EXTRA CASH
Need an extra income? An
MLM company is looking for
reps. Email for details. Email:
phuketcash@hotmail.com

BUNGALOW RESORT

for sale. Resort in Chalong
with 7 bungalows and 8 years
on lease for sale. Includes res-
taurant, bar, pool and house.
Leaving Thailand; must sell for
1.5 million baht. Please call for
details. Tel: 09-0385184.

GUESTHOUSE 4 SALE
Guesthouse near the Shera-
ton and Central Sofitel re-
sorts, Krabi, for sale. 60m
from the beach. Please call
for details. Tel: 01-3703109,
06-6823119.

DUTCH BAR 4 SALE
Well-known Dutch bar/res-
taurant — with apartment and
rooms for rent — in the cen-
ter of Patong for sale. Has
many regular customers.
Good contract. Call or email
for details. Tel: 01-0801370.
Email: amsterdampatong@
yahoo.com

OFFICE FOR RENT

next to Imperial Hotel. Would
suit office, restaurant. 13,000/
month. Tel: 06-6820677.

GUESTHOUSE

w/sauna. Men-only, 9-room
guesthouse with sauna and
gym in the Paradise Complex.
Please call or email me for de-
tails. Tel: 01-7881466. Email:
richard melen@hotmail.com

MALE MIANIKINS/DOLLS
Many different kinds for sale.
Tel: 01-7881466. Email:
richard_melen@hotmail.com

SHOP IN KAMALA
Detached single-story
shop, 8m wide, with road
frontage on the road to the
beach. 7 years remain on
the lease at only 3,000
baht per month, that is not
a typo! Building has bath-
room, cooking, and sleep-
ing quarters. Owner will
not allow bar type of busi-
ness but any other is OK.
Sell for 300,000 or nearest
offer. Call after 10 am to
arrange to see it. Tel: 076-
279645, 01-8917933.
Email: bazzoli@hotmail.
com

SMALL INVESTORS
wanted! Excellent money/
holiday return. Shares in hotel
project. Max. investment
05,000. Email for details.
Email: paradiseproperty2004
@hotmail.com

EXCEPTIONAL

investment opportunity in
land in the Patong area. Own
your own shares 100%. Call
for details. Tel: 07-8893838.

NILM LEADERS

US$4 billion healthcare com-
pany seeks quality distribu-
tors. Unlimited income poten-
tial. Contact for more details.
Tel: 02-7269918, 06-341-
8781. Fax: 02-7269917.
Email: makelifegood@aol.
com

MASSAGE SALONFOR
rent. 6 beds, 1 VIP room, 2
bathrooms, reception, free
pool and sauna in small resort
next to Wat Chalong. Rent:
25,000 baht per month.
Minimum six-month rental.
Tel: 09-5943209. Email:
olebay th@yahoo.co.uk

KAMALA GUESTHOUSE
Fully equipped Kamala guest-
house with long lease, pool
room, bar, kitchen and Thai
and European restaurant, 5
guest rooms and store avail-
able. Email: sheilaspies@
thailand.com

SHOP FOR RENT

Prime location corner shop
for rent. 20m from main
beach road in Patong, oppo-
site Wealthy Gems. Call for
details. Tel: 076-344715,
01-7977199.

PRIVATE
SHAREHOLDER

wanted to invest in a suc-
cessful nightclub in Phuket
City. Please call Tel: 076-
321278 during office hours
for more details.

Do Not Drink

Tap Water!
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US$100,000

to invest. Do you need
US$ 100,000 from an expat
to invest in your business,
spa, guesthouse, charter-
boat, pub, sports bar or other
profitable business in Phuket,
Bangkok or on Koh Samui?
Call Vincent at Tel: 06-077-
8037. Email: vincentsinniger
@yahoo.fr

CONSORTIUM

partner required for develop-
ment project in Patong. Good
investment. For more infor-
mation, please call 09-
2911112, 076-349050 or
01-8957159.

Business Services

PATONG POOL VILLA
8 private pool villas. 5.5 million
baht. Great value for money!
Tel: 01-5976195. Email:
rachneeuomo@hotmail.com
For further details, please see
our website at: www.phuket-
info.com/house

3 BUSINESSES

Chalong circle. A 450-sgm
building with 3 businesses, 2
companies, a 1.5-year-old
pickup with 22,000km on
the clock, 2 six-month-old
Honda CBR 150 motorcycles
and a tour operator’s license.
Tel: 076-263478. Email:
info@thaichanote.com

Rothermann 1998 (Thailand) Co Lid
Hamburg-Bangkok-Phuke

Ofiers German-standard service in:

- Wastowater recycling systems

- Neew or secondhand generators imporied from Germany

= MDB, DB power distribution
= Wiring design and installation
- Environmental applications

Please disturh us with your problems,
hitp:www.rothermannthal.com
Email: wattanai@rothermannthai.com
Tel: 026185925, 02-618T461, 09-61T631 3, Fax: 02-2701660

Are you looking to buy
a property or land in Phuket?

Then come to the newest and
Best Experience on the island

076 345081 and 01 95241447
info@houseandvillasalesphuket.com

LEATHERS FACTORY

Westcoast leathers factory,
makes boots, jackets, pants,
bags to order in 2-3 days.
Free transportation to see
factory, located at 99/10-14
on the bypass road, call
Sumon at Tel: 01-6919346.

VISARUN TO
RANONG

1,299 baht. Includes visa
stamp fee, insurance, trip
by boat and minibus (both
in good condition), and
lunch with soft drinks. Daily
trip starts at 7 am at KFC at
Tesco-Lotus supercenter.
Please contact us for reser-
vation. Tel: 076-289201 or
01-5352637. For further
information, please visit our
website: www.phuketdir.
com/expressvisaextension

SHIPPING CONTAINERS
Secure, dry storage. 2,200
baht/month. Purchase price
on application. Tel: 01-
8924804, 01-1251873

INT'L DRIVER’S
LICENSE

Non-UN license 5,000 baht

valid up to 10 years 6,000
baht valid up to 20 years
Tel: 04-0068736. Email:
leondisley@yahoo.com

LAPTOP, NOTEBOOK

Acer Model TravelMate 280
for sale in very good condition.

- Mobile Intel Pentium 4
-4-M CPU 2GHz

-512 VB of RAM

- Licensed Windows XP Home

- 14.1" monitor, TFT, XGA
(1024 x 768) resolution, up to
16.7 million colors

- CD ROM, floppy drive

- Modem, intemal 10/100 LAN
- 2x USB port

- 20 GB hard disk

Price: 25,000 baht. Contact
for details. Tel: 09-5593161.
Email: hugli@gmx.net

NOTEBOOK FOR SALE
Omnibook 2100 HP note-
book, Pentium processor,
MMX technology, removable
24x CD-ROM and floppy
drive. Windows 95 with
“credit card"modem. 6 years
old. Original owner, perfect
for students or home use.
Good working condition with
original catalog, carry bag,
CD, etc. Price: 10,500 baht.
Call or email. Tel: 07-270-
0768. Fax: 076-324356.
Email: sriram.kailasam@
banyantree.com

PRINTER WANTED
Color printer for computer
wanted. Must be up-to-date
model. Email: bobedward1
@hotmail.com

3D GAMES

I would like to exchange PC
Windows-based 3D action,
simulation or sport games
with others. Also, all the lat-
est software programs, etc.
Please send me a list of what
you have or what you need
and l'll reciprocate. Email:
transmile@hotmail.com

2NDHAND GPRS
Motorola C350 GPRS mobile
phone with cable. 5,000 baht
ono. Tel: 01-8933462. Email:
tempthai@yahoo.com

Lost & Found

LOST DOG

Our family dog, Tommy, has
disappeared from our home
in Baan Suwan Naramit(Baan
Pa Khlok). He is a Thai dog,
with short legs and is quite
long. Brown, black and white
fur, and he was wearing an
orange-and-pink colllar when
we last saw him. This is a
very special dog who is very
badly missed by my children
and myself. Reward for any
information leading to his re-
turn, no questions asked. Tel:
06-2934264, 01-9780496.

MINELAB EXCALIBUR

1000. New metal detector,
used only twice. Mint condi-
tion. Great for beach comb-
ing or diving to 200ft. Paid
over US$1,200. Will sell for
40,000 baht. Please email:
bentley22222@yahoo.com

Personal
Services
LEARN THAI AT HOME
Conversation and lessons in
your home with charming
Thai lady teacher. Tel: O1-

7971497. Email: churee77
@hotmail.com

TRANSLATIONS

| can help you with translation
of anything from/to English/
Russian. Tel: 01-9701652.
Email tom_skripnik@hotmail.
com

Personal
Services

Wanted

TRAVEL ASSISTANT
needed by 47-year-old Ameri-
can, partially paralyzed on left
side. | can walk a bitand | can
drive, but my left arm is para-
lyzed. | need help with er-
rands, food buying, registering
in hotels, etc. | want to do
some travelling from Chiang
Mai, and go to BKK, Phuket,
Samui... maybe other places.
| can pay 500 baht a day, plus
all travel and hotel (3-4 star)
expenses. Not looking for a
girlfriend. I'm looking for
someone who can help me,
who is jai yen, and who can
follow directions. English-
speaking not neccessary. |
have lived in Thailand for 20
years. Please contact if inter-
ested. Tel: 09-8614676.
Email: ajarn@loxinfo.co.th

Personals

LOOKING FOR

girlfriend. | am a single man
working in Phuket. | am look-
ing for an Asian lady age not
over 35 years of age for a
close relationship. If you think
you are the one | am looking
for, please email me. Email:
saedan@hotmail.com

KATOEY/LADYBOY
Scottish male, slim, honest,
attractive and fit, 41 years
old, coming to Phuket for holi-
day, seeking feminine, hon-
est, petite katoey for friend-
ship and maybe more. Email:
geommac@hotmail.com

INDONESIANS IN
Phuket? Female Indonesian
living in Phuket would like to
get in touch with other Indo-
nesians, preferably women,
to chat and gossip and gen-
erally socialize. Please email:
irmabluelagoon@yahoo.
com

FITNESS FRIENDS
39-year-old male visiting
Phuket September-October
seeks friends to keep fit: run-
ning, tennis, weight training,
badminton. Email: shank199
@hotmail.com

HAPPY FAMILY

| am a 44-year-old, nice and
kind male living in Europe. |
would like to meet a nice (non-
smoking, non-drinking) Thai
woman who is interested in
having children and a happy
family. Email: sidharta455@
yahoo.com

TRAVEL COMPANION

33-year-old Dutchman seeks
a nice, attractive, fun, slim
and open-minded Thai female
to be my holiday travel com-
panion in September. Please
email with your picture and
I will reply to you. Email:
erik1online@hotmail.com

GENUINE THAI LADY

wanted. Genuine, educated
Thai lady wanted for love/re-
lationship with English man
who has lived in Phuket for
over a year now. | am 40,
good looking, fit with own
house and car, and looking
for a serious lady. Please
email me with your photo.
Email: rawaiman@aol.com

WESTERN SINGLE
seeks a pleasant Thai cutie,
aged 18-35 years, for friend-
ship or more serious relation-
ship. You will find me polite,
quite smart and good looking.
Please reply with photos if
you would like to enjoy your
days off or free time with a
good guy. Email: karhu4@
yahoo.com

WOMAN SEEKS NICE
farang man. My very cute
Thai friend is looking for a
nice farang man for a roman-
tic relationship. Must be good
looking, clean and have a nice
body. Email details. Email:
gl505@hotmail.com

LOOKING FOR LOVE

only. The greatest thing you
ever learn is just to love and
be loved in return. French
gentleman living in Canada,
39 years old, 1.85m, 80kg,
is looking for a romantic, well-
educated and nice Asian
dreamgirl who wishes that a
man will discover her soul
and personality hidden be-
hind her great beauty. Email:
neptune 1964@hotmail.com

NO 1 FOR ANIMAL

lovers. Protection, vegetar-
ians: "Animals Lament-The
Prophet Denounces" ("The
Prophet", No 15). Many
may, perhaps, be asking
themselves: What do a
prophet and the animals have
to do with each other? To an-
swer this question, here is an-
other question: Should God
remain silent when His crea-
tures are maltreated in the
cruelest ways? He will raise
His voice for them and He
does it today through
Gabriele, His prophetess,
who gives the animals a
voice: "We animals want to
meet you as friends, like
brothers and sisters, so to
speak. And you? We have
done nothing to you. Why do
you do this to us....? | am
frightened by people with
cold hearts." Order a free
booklet (160 pages) from:
The Word, POB 5643, D-
97006 Wuerzburg, Ger-
many. Email: hansgerodetti
@yahoo.de For further de-
tails, please see our website
at: www.universal-spirit.cc

Do Not
Drink

Tap Water!

WEIMARANER/LAB
Our prize Weimaraner has
given birth to seven beautiful
Weimaraner/black Labrador
pups. Three have their
mom’s color and their tails
have been docked. The four
Lab pups are gorgeous as
well. They are still four weeks
from being ready to leave.
The Weimer pups are
20,000 baht and the Lab
pups, 10,000. They are avail-
able for viewing. Email:
troysai@yahoo.com

Spoil Your Dog
to Death?

Why not?
With over 2,000 imported
& domestic pet products

to choose from, why not
spoil your dog with us?

Now open /!

Shamu Shamu
Tel: 076-217329

DogKennds

for Qudity dogs.
Td: 076-264485.

RAKSAT PET SHOP
One-stop service
Open Daily
9 am to midnight
Well treated, Well cared.

Tel: 076-211549
www. pktanimalhospital.com

SmilePet & Grooming Shop
Puppiesfor sde
www.smilepets.com
Tel: 01-8955303,
076-232629
Fax: 076-232629.
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Get your Phuket Gazette
from these hotel kiosks:

Gift Shop Sand at Karon
Royal Wing Tel: 076-396148

Gift Shop at Kata Beach
Resort Tel: 076-330530

Gift Shop Sand at The Chedi
Tel: 076-324017-20

La Boutique at Le Royal
Meridien Phuket Yacht Club
Tel: 076-381156-63

Gift Shop at Merlin Beach
Resort Tel: 076-294300

Siam Gallery at JW Marriott
Tel: 076-338133

Gift Shop at Patong Merlin
Hotel Tel: 076-340037-41

Gift Shop at Novotel Phuket
Resort Tel: 076-342777

and at 160 other
places around the

iand.
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Wheels & Motors
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TOYOTA COROLLA
1.6 seg. This caris top of the
range. Automatic transmis-
sion, metallic silver, airbag,
ABS and CD/MP3 player. Ask-
ing 380,000 baht. Contact for
more details. Tel: 06-682
9191. Email: vagabond802
000@yahoo.com

NISSAN CEFIRO

2002 model in excellent condi-
tion. Gold color, full service his-
tory, new tires, insurance,
farang owned. Down payment
of 130,000 baht plus 23,000
baht per month. Very good
value. Tel: 076-2832700r 01-
8918027. Email: reelhooker@
hotmail.com

FORD ASPIRE '97
Auto, 5 doors, looks new,
79,000km, 7 years old. Tel:
09-8736467. Email: june@
fsi.psu.ac.th

BEETLE FOR SALE
Volkswagen Beetle 1300,
1973, top condition. Stereo,
original engine, white. Price:
120,000 baht ono. Email:
mail@papillonlanta.com

HONDA CIVIC COuUPO
September 2000. VTEC en-
gine, blue, only 43,000km. 6-
pack CD system, leather inte-
rior, immaculate condition.
First-class insurance. Reason
for selling: need pickup truck
for business purposes. Selling
price: 530,000 baht. Contact
for more details. Tel: 076-
396414,01-8919461. Email:
daveskylight@hotmail.com

SUZUKI JEEP

for sale. 1993 model, white,
engine and transmission tech-
nically perfect. Body needs to
be repaired. 83,000 baht. Tel:
076-346274,09-1957588.
Email: royalcoffephuket@
gmx.net

PAJERO FOR SALE

Blue 3-door 4x4 Pajero jeep,
with 2,300cc turbo engine,
for sale. Drives well. Price:
350,000 baht. Please con-
tact for details. Tel: 09-
4740269, 06-6821117.
Fax: 076-356009 .

Motorbikes

WANTED: NEW

Honda Wave. | want to buy a
brand-new Honda Wave 125.
Can anyone give me an offer
by email? Please email: bert@
blust.nl

HONDA CBR 400 RR

Farang-owned Honda CBR
400 RRin perfect condition.
68,000 baht. Call for info.
Tel: 01-4056588.

1998 HARLEY
HERITAGE

B

Harley Heritage Classic
in black with more than
150,000 baht of extra
chrome, whitewalls, in
showroom condition.
Forced to sell. 650,000
baht. Tel: 076-381648.
Email: frankvisakay@
hotmail.com

BEST VALUE WAVE

125. Well maintained Honda
125 with electric starter and
disc brake. Prefer to sell
but can also give best deal in
Phuket for rental of at least
a month. Tel: 09-5914965.
Email: jTmes@yahoo.com

PHANTOM 4 SALE
Well-maintained, latest
model Honda Phantom for
sale at 68,000 baht ono, or
for long-term rent at the
best rate you will get any-
where in Phuket. Tel: 09-
5914965. Email: jTmes@
yahoo.com

YAMAHA RX 100
Classic bike for daily use, per-
fect engine, new tires, 5
gears. 7,500 baht. Email:
lovephuket2000@yahoo.
com

HONDA WAVE

125cc wanted. Looking fora
good, young, secondhand
Honda Wave 125cc. Contact
for more details. Tel: 06-786-
6350. Email: neighbor007@
yahoo.com

View Phuket’s endless
MOTOR SHOW
at

www.phuketgazette.net

Have something to sell?
Tell the WORLD!

All CLASSIFIED ads in the Phuket Gazette
appear FREE OF CHARGE in the

Phuket Gazette Online

Number 3 in GUOSIE / 10-15,000 visitors a day!

Phuket Gazette.Net/Classifieds

Focused exclusively on Phuket -
and delivered to the world!

JRD QUEST 125cc
Scooter has only 2,200km
onit. Yellow with silver. Ex-
tras: alarm with remote
starter, mirrors with light,
trunk with brake light. Price
new, including extra accesso-
ries: 64,800 baht. Will sell
for 50,000 baht, including
insurance. Tel: 076-292725,
07-8822597. Email: euro-
art-gallery@planet.nl

HONDA SHADOW
Honda Shadow 400cc, 1998
model, cream white/metallic
blue. Bike is in perfect condi-
tion. Price: 220,000 baht, in-
cluding new insurance and
tax. Bike registered in Phuket.
Tel: 09-9715664. Email:
ronny2507@hotmail.com

HONDA DREAM
16,000 baht. Honda Dream
100cc in good condition, dark
green, 27,000km, 3 years
old. Tel: 07-2656066. Email:
karonnet@hotmail.com

HONDA WAVE

Very reliable and very well
cared for Honda Wave for
sale for 18,000 baht.
Please call or email for more
details. Tel: 06-9461347.
Email: andrewsussmanll@
yahoo.com

HARLEY-DAVISON

for sale. 1995 black Harley-
Davidson Road King 1340Qcc.
Many accessories and in
nearly-new condition. Price:
610,000 baht. Tel: 076-
352069, 01-6919346.
Email: sumon@e-mail.in.th

HONDA DASH

Honda Nova RS Dash. Eight
years old, good condition, lots
of spares. 13,000 baht. Tel:
076-423315.06-2811945.
Email: mike@ethailand.com

Classified ads are charged per line. Each line is 60 baht,
with a minimum of 4 lines (heading included) per ad.

All advertising must be paid for in advance.
Deadline for Wheels & Motors page: Saturday 12 noon.

Rentals

A1 CAR RENTALS
A1 Car Rentals present the
following vehicles for rent:
¢ Isuzu Hi-Lander, auto 4
door 28,000 baht/month
¢ Toyota Altis, auto new
28,000 baht/month
¢ Toyota Vios, auto new
22,000 baht/month
¢ Toyota Soluna 15,000
baht/month
Allinsured. Special prices

for long-term rentals. Tel:
09-8314703.

DAIHATSU MIRA

with insurance for rent. Very
good condition, easy to drive
and economical. Special price
from now to September: only
8,900 baht/month. Please
contact us for more informa-
tion. Tel: 01-56371050. Email:
mira_rental@yahoo.com

CARS 4 RENT

1. Mercedes-Benz 230E.
Monthly rate: 25,000 baht.

2. Jeep-type vehicle. Daily
rate: 700 baht.

More information please
contact Tel: 06-6822969.
Ask for Mr. Smith.

DOUBLE-DECKER

| am looking for secondhand
double-decker tour bus
(coach) in good condition, ac-
cident-free, and at a decent
price. Please email me with
the price and pictures (of
outside and inside, upstairs
and downstairs). Email:
marcohaajanen@hotmail.
com

JRD SCOOTER

I am looking for a JRD scooter.
If you have one for sale, please
Email details and photo if pos-
sible. Tel: 07-9790918. Email:
stevieboyO7@hotmail.com

HONDA WAVE 125

I am looking for a Honda Wave
125 with an electric starter
Email: brage@earthlink.net

HONDA JAZZ

I'm interested in taking over a
finance contract if you no
longer want to lease your
Honda Jazz. Tel: 01-892-
3058. Email: cyril@porseland.
se

DENTS DONE
ANUPHAS

Professional bodyshop
center for motor enthusiasts

Tel: 076-203300.
Fax: 076-203291.

Email:
pkt@dentsdone.com

www.dentsdone.com

Thought the days of
freelovewereover?
Think again!
“Personals’ ads
placed onlineare
freel

FREE ontheldand
Trader onlinefor
60 days.

FREE in the Phuket
Gazette.

Goto
www.phuketgazette.net/
classfieds
and placeyour ad
today!

Please use this form to write your classified advertisement.
Then hand it to any of our agents.
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INOIMATTER how beautiful yourshome is

..these problems are awailing you

WEfmme to our showroom
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We offer you the widest range of
kitchen furniture and appliances

Kiss them goodbye with the Mainlenance-Frea Pipa, “SYL

Sy IFr pipes and fittings are lined with PE and PR
T"I{:j.-' Bnsure
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Teka Phuket Showroom
52/15 Vichitsongkram Road, - -

T, Talad Nua, A Muang, Phuket B3000 ype  cokd wober {60 € or less]
Tel: 076-234503, 234661 b e e
Fax: 076234660

Website: www.ieka. co.th
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View Thailand's
LARGEST
portfolio of
Classified Ads—

more than 2,000 For Your Beloved Mother
of them —and

place your ad & Extra-Special Lady
FREE!

Seethe
Phuket Gazette L —— aq
Online at I

www.phuketgazette.net

If aneventian't
listedinthe
Gazette's
EventsCalendar
It probably
isn’t one.
List YOUR
event now - . .
It’s free of EXPOSE YOURSELF! to 10-15,000 visitors a day!

charge.
phuketgazette.com/

OFPEN DAILY 10 AM to 8 PM

Just call us for mere information and bookings

(076) 271373-4

The Phuket Gazette Mini-Web. 500 baht a month. Can you afford to be on board?
Ask Anna for details. Tel: 076-236555 or Email: anna@phuketgazette.net
calendar
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