
QUEER NEWS 4; AROUND THE

NATION 7; HAPPENINGS 9; THAI-

LAND TRAVELER 12; HEARD &

SCENE, HOROSCOPES 14; KIDS

15; COMPUTERS, BOOKS 16;

HEALTH, LAW 17; EDITORIAL &

LETTERS 18; ISSUES & AN-

SWERS 19; TOON TOWN, EDGE-

WISE 20; SPORT 22 & 23; MO-

TORING 24; WINE 25; GARDEN-

ING, CONSTRUCTION 28; CLASSI-

FIEDS 29-35.

PLUS

NEWS: Hotels call for action
to improve Patong; New town
planned. Pages 2 & 3

INSIDE STORY: Man with a
mission at Mission Hills.

Pages 4 & 5

AROUND THE ISLAND: 1,000-
km bike ride is no big deal for
Dutch foursome.     Page 6

AROUND THE REGION: The
many facets of singer Todd
Thongdee. Page 8

PEOPLE: Husband-and-wife
team at the cutting edge of
Aids research.

Pages 10 & 11

LIFESTYLE: Romantic candles;
Sensitive skin. Page 13

FIRST PERSON: What’s behind
the land probe? Page 19

BUSINESS & MONEY: Billion
Plaza to be ‘a new landmark’;
Signs of grumbling from the
market bear. Page 21

NEW! DIVING: What Thai
dive instructors think of the
issues. Page 22

GOOD LIVING: Samurai inspi-
rations at Tukiji. Page 25

PROPERTY: Are billboards ap-
propriate for selling property?
The high life in Kamala.

Pages 26 & 27

July 17 - 23, 2004Volume 11  Issue 29 News Desk - Tel: 076-236555 Daily news at www.phuketgazette.net 20 Baht

The Gazette is published
in association with

IN THIS ISSUE

Govt refuses to
close dog pound

CAT cuts
call rates
to thirty
countries
By Siripansa Somboon

By Dhirarat Boonkongsaen

Continued on page 2

PHUKET: The Communications
Authority of Thailand (CAT) has
announced a promotion whereby
it has slashed to six baht a minute
its charges on international calls
to 30 countries, regardless of
what time of the day the call is
made.

The discounted rates ap-
ply to calls to the US, the UK,
Canada, Germany, Australia,
China, Hong Kong, Japan,
Singapore, Taiwan, Belgium,
Denmark, Finland, France,
Greece, Guam, Indonesia, Bru-
nei, Korea, Italy, Norway,
Macau, Brazil, Israel, Laos,
Malaysia, Mexico, Russia, Ku-
wait and South Africa.

To make a discounted call
to any of the above countries
using the CAT service, callers
must first buy a CAT PhoneNet
card.

They can then make a dis-
count-rate call by dialing 1544,
entering the PhoneNet card’s
PIN Code (located under a
scratch-off patch), then pressing
“#” followed by 009 + country
code + area code + telephone
number and then pressing “#”
again.

PhoneNet cards are avail-
able in Phuket City at the CAT
office at 112/2 Phang Nga Rd
and at the Tops supermarket in
the Robinson department store.
They are also available at the
CAT office on the upper floor of
the Patong Post Office on Tha-
weewong Rd.

In the past, such promo-
tions have often resulted in the
service being so jammed by call-
ers as to be inaccessible, so an-
other, slightly more expensive
option is being offered in con-

Officials from various government organizations visit the pound
after the meeting to discuss how it can be improved.

PHUKET CITY: At a sometimes
tense meeting on July 13, the
Phuket Provincial Livestock Of-
fice (PPLO) stuck to its guns and
rejected the urging of animal
support charities to close the
controversial dog pound.

However, it was agreed at
the meeting, held at the Public
Health Office and chaired by
Vice-Governor Winai Buapradit,
that a number of improvements
must be made to the pound, and
that matters such as food must
be much better organized.

The Chief of the PPLO,
Sunart Wongchawalit, who has
borne the brunt of criticism of
the pound, admitted there were
some failings, but blamed others.

“After we had caught 243
dogs from Phuket City, we found
some parts of the fence were de-
stroyed by people trying to let the
dogs out, so we have posted a
guard around the clock,” he said.

The design of the pound
came in for serious criticism.
Tawee Homhuan of the Public
Works and Town and Country
Planning Office said that his of-
fice had built the pound to PPLO
specifications.

“It was made according to
the PPLO’s plans. We don’t
know anything about looking
after  dogs, so they should have
told us [what they wanted]. I
don’t think the way some people
complained about me was fair.”

K. Sunart countered, “The
blueprint was changed before
construction started, and I did
not get to see the changes.”

He also complained, “The
water pump at the pound stopped
working after two days, and
there was not enough food.

“Some doglovers brought
food, which was a big help be-
cause the supplies of dried food
we had were not sufficient.

“We have already asked the
Thai Hotels Association to orga-
nize food for us,” he added.

But getting food from the
hotels to the pound was appar-
ently not in the plan. Samarn Sa-
Ingthong, Managing Director of
travel agency JST Travel, step-
ped into the breach, volunteer-
ing himself and Chris Koppers,
Managing Director of Moodies
Entertainment in Patong, to take
on the responsibility of organiz-

ing hotels to donate food and lo-
cal government organizations to
deliver it to the pound.

He also responded gener-
ously to comments that the
pound seemed badly under-
staffed, with just four people
cleaning the facility, treating sick
dogs and getting newcomers
sterilized.

“Just hire some more
staff,” he said. “We in the pri-
vate sector can afford it. Three
people, that’s 18,000 baht a
month. It’s not a big deal.”

K. Sunart moved on to an-
Continued on page 2
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junction with the CAT promo-
tion.

This option, applying to the
same 30 countries over the same
period, is via Thai telecommuni-
cations company eFONE, which
is offering calls at seven baht a
minute.

To make a discounted call
using the eFONE service from a
fixed-line phone, dial 001-809 +
country code + area code + tele-
phone number.

If calling from a mobile
phone (AMPS, CDMA, DTAC,
AIS, Orange, One-2-Call), dial
009 instead of the 001-809 pre-
fix.

For more information about
either promotion, call CAT’s 24-
hour Contact Center at Tel: 1322.

CAT slashes rates
for overseas calls

PHUKET: The Phuket Provincial
Electricity Authority (PPEA) has
announced scheduled blackouts
for July. The blackouts, from 9
am to 4 pm, are as follows:

July 22, Phuket City: Mon-
tri Rd, from Phuket Post Office
to Surin Circle.

Phang Nga Rd, from the
intersection with Surin Rd to the
Sinthavee Hotel, and including
Phang Nga Rd Sois 1, 2, 3 and 4.

July 28, Wichit: Chao Fa
West Rd (west side), from the
PPEA substation to the Darasa-
mut School intersection, includ-

PATONG: Eight Patong hotels
held a joint press conference at
the Holiday Inn Resort Phuket on
July 8 to officially announce the
results of the 3rd Annual Patong
Beach Survey. The group called
on both the public and govern-
ment agencies to do a better job
in maintaining Patong’s attrac-
tiveness to tourists.

Survey results, which were
compiled through random ques-
tioning of 1,200 foreign tourists
between November 2003 and
February 2004, were reported in
the Gazette in April.

Apichart Asa, General Man-
ager of the Phuket Grand Tropic-
ana Hotel, said that the results in-
dicate that, in general, many tour-
ists are not sufficiently satisfied
with their experience in Patong
to want to make a return visit. He
noted that seawater quality in the
bay and the overall cleanliness of
the town have continued to de-
cline over the past two years.

K. Apichart said the survey
results, along with a call for gov-
ernment action, will be for-
warded to the Phuket Governor,
the Tourism Authority of Thai-
land and the Presidents of both
the Phuket Provincial Adminis-
tration Organization and Patong
Municipality.

Speaking about the poor
condition of the walkways along
the beach road, he said, “We sent
a letter to the municipality about
the need to improve walkways.

“But they told us that there
will be a project to [bury] elec-
tricity cables alongside the road,

so they plan to wait until the Pro-
vincial Electricity Authority
starts work. We still don’t know
when [that will be],” he said.

Visitors had become less
aware of the presence of Tourist
Police, K. Apichart said, adding
that this might be attributed to a
growing number of tourists while
the Tourist Police establishment
had remained the same.

Wolfgang Meusburger, Gen-
eral Manager of the Holiday Inn
Resort, said that there had been
little progress toward acting on
the recommendations made after
previous surveys, and noted that
having four municipal elections
in Patong over the past two years
– with long stretches in between
without a town council – had hin-
dered development.

ing Soi Nimit and Baan Suan
Thai.

Wichit Songkram Rd, from
the Darasamut School intersec-
tion to Moo Baan Anuphas Golf
Ville, including Soi Thida, Baan
Ketho, Moo Baan Irawadee
Ketho, Soi Chumchon Ketho and
Soi Kathu 1.

July 30, Wichit: Chao Fa
East Rd, from Sakdidet Rd to Soi
Paisarn, including Soi Pasuk.

Note: This information is
subject to change without notice.
To check the latest status, call
076-211663.

BLACKOUT SCHEDULE

Burasari Resort Managing
Director Lily Udomkunnatum
said that tourists who visit Phuket
want pleasant views and clean
beaches.

Noting that Patong faces
competition from other tourist
destinations, she said everyone
needs to cooperate to make tour-
ists want to return. She warned
that if the current trend contin-
ues, within two years foreign
tourists might stop considering
Patong when planning vacations.

Comments and suggestions

Hotels call for action
to improve Patong

from tourists included:
• Making more garbage bins
available;
• Hiring a beach clean-up team;
• Preventing shops from leaving
garbage on walkways;
• Cleaning walkways weekly
with a high-pressure water hose;
• Introducing a scheme whereby
the private sector would plant and
maintain beachside greenery.

Other issues listed as
“needing consideration” were:
• Aggressive taxi drivers, tuk-tuk
drivers and street vendors;
• A ban on touts from tailor shops
and time-share operations;
• Enforcement of the law ban-
ning unlicensed taxis;
• Implementation of set fares for
tuk-tuks;
• A solution to the problem of an
estimated 300 tuk-tuks parking
along the beach road;
• The purchase of land to build a
public parking lot;
• Barring vehicles from Thawee-
wong Rd and Soi Bangla.

The report also suggested:
• Building more public showers
and toilets at the beach;
• Improving zoning for jet ski and
parasail operators;
• Weekly inspection and repair of
walkways;
• Widening of walkways;
• Introduction of bus routes be-
tween Patong and other beaches.

Editorial: page 18

Wolfgang Meusburger (left) and Apichart Asa present the results
of the survey.

By Gategaeo Phetsawang

From page 1
other crucial matter that was ap-
parently overlooked in the origi-
nal plan. “We need one more
important thing: a trough to put
the food in,” he said. Currently,
food is dumped in grubby bowls
or on the ground.

Yet again K. Samarn of-
fered private sector help to make
a trough, but in the end it was
decided that the provincial gov-
ernment would find the budget
for this and take care of it.

Margot Homburg Park,
founder of dog charity the Soi
Dog Foundation, who has vigor-
ously opposed the pound since its
inception, once again advocated
that it be abandoned.

“Many dogs have already
died in fights. Why don’t you just
leave them [where they are]?” Ms
Park asked.

K. Sunart retorted, “Who
will guarantee that the dogs
won’t bite people? We have been
rounding them up because people
have told us they are scared [of
being bitten].”

Ms Park also commented,
“It would be better for the ani-
mals if we put them to sleep
peacefully, rather than keeping
them in these bad conditions.”

K. Sunart snapped back, “If
you want to do that we will pro-
vide the poison. When do you
want to start?” Ms Park said that
she would let the PPLO know
“later”.

After the meeting, officials
went to look at the pound to see
what needed improving. K. Ta-
wee told the Gazette that the mal-
functioning pump, the installa-
tion of a feeding trough and re-
pairs to the damaged fence would
be carried out in the next 10 days.

Covering the ground at the
pound with blacktop will take
longer. At the moment, with the
rain, the ground is mostly mud.

A defiant K. Sunart said,
“The problems will be fixed soon
and then we will carry on with
this project.”

Govt sticks to
its guns in stray
dog controversy
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PHUKET CITY: Officers at
Phuket City Police Station on
July 8 found themselves under
the scrutiny of Pol Maj Gen
Ronnarong Yungyouen, the Dep-
uty Commissioner of Police Re-
gion 8, and five other senior of-
ficers from Region 8 headquar-
ters in Surat Thani, who were in
Phuket to assess the performance
of police stations on the island.

The inspection tour, which
reached Phuket on July 6, was

PHUKET: Phummisak Hongs-
yok, having stepped down as
mayor of one town – Phuket City
– is now planning to build his
own town: a community glory-

Police in Phuket City demonstrate crowd control techniques during Gen Ronnarong’s visit.

Top brass check police stations

By Sangkhae Leelanapaporn

Phummisak
reveals plans
for new town

ing in the name of Chao Fah City.
The new town will rise on

1,510 rai of currently empty land
between the Prince of Songkhla
University and Kwang Rd.

K. Phummisak, Managing
Director of Anuphas and Sons Co
Ltd, told the Gazette that his pri-
ority will be to ensure the entire
project is well planned.

“In the draft master plan,
we have already separated the
area into zones for different func-
tions, such as residential, resorts,
shopping and perhaps a univer-
sity. We plan to build a place that
has a high quality of life,” he
added.

“Some businesspeople in-
terested in leasing land in the
development have already con-
tacted me.

“The first project will be
the development of the Phuket
International Night Bazaar on
170 rai, with entertainment ven-
ues and a shopping area. We will
be launching this officially in
Bangkok on Wednesday [July
14],” he added.

An in-depth report on the
new town will appear in the Ga-
zette issue of July 24.

part of the annual “Police Station
for the People” assessment of
police stations in Region 8,
which also covers Chumphon,
Ranong, Phang Nga, Krabi, Surat
Thani and Nakhon Sri Thamma-
rat provinces.

Phuket City Police Station
won first prize in the “Police Sta-
tion for the People” competition
in 2002 for its performance in
terms of justice, security, serving
people, traffic control, improving

staff and the station itself, work-
ing systems and public relations.
Last year, however, it was topped
by Samui Police Station.

“Police in Phuket City are
considered the best in Phuket,
and are very well-trained. They
may be the most efficient team
in Region 8,” the General said.

A date has yet to be set for
the announcement of this year’s
winner of the best police station
award. – Gategaeo Phetsawang

PATONG: Kathu Police seized
about 1,000 pirate copies of de-
signer shoes, handbags and cloth-
ing on July 8 and arrested one
vendor.

Undercover officers posing
as customers bought a pair of
sport shoes from a vendor oper-
ating along Thaweewong Rd.
She was identified as Pichamon
Somji, 25, of Surat Thani.

K. Pichamon was arrested
and charged with selling goods
in violation of copyright laws.

Pirate bags and shoes seized in Patong
All of her merchandise was
seized. Police estimated the value
of the haul at 500,000 baht.
Among the brands imitated in her
goods were Christian Dior, Guc-
ci, Louis Vuitton, Puma and
Nike.

Pol Col Chalit Thinthanee,
Superintendent of Kathu Police
Station, said the bust was in line
with the government’s policy to
rid Patong of counterfeit goods.

“So far this this year we
have made about 100 arrests and

eliminated 80% to 90% of the
trade in counterfeit goods,” he
said.

He admitted, however, that
it would be difficult to eliminate
the trade completely because
small factories in China continue
to churn out the phony items,
which find a ready market in
Thailand.

He added that vendors had
changed their marketing ap-
proach in response to police ac-
tion. Rather than set up stalls,

many vendors have switched to
peddling their wares directly to
tourists.

“Some vendors also use a
delivery system similar to the one
used in pizza home delivery.
When the customer orders the
goods, a phone call is made and
the merchandise is delivered di-
rectly to the customer’s [hotel].

“We are keeping our eyes
open and expect to arrest the
people who are doing this soon,”
Col Chalit said. – Kamol Pirat

BANGKOK: Former Phuket
Governor Chadej Insawang, now
Secretary of the newly-formed
Mahachon Party, which will con-
test the coming national elec-
tions, has advocated sweeping
devolution of tax-raising powers
from Bangkok to the provinces.

Speaking with the Gazette,
K. Chadej said, “Giving gover-
nors the responsibility to set bud-
gets for essential services rather
than [only] administer them will
lead to resources being allocated
faster and more appropriately.”

Provincial governors cur-
rently receive funds from two
central government budgets. The
first covers services such as
health, education and police and
is set annually by central govern-
ment. In addition, governors may
request special budgets for ma-
jor projects such as new roads.

“[Mahachon] has adopted
decentralization as part of its
platform [ahead of the 2005 gen-
eral election] to ensure that the
people who know the provinces
best – the governors – can make
their own decisions on what is
best for their region,” he said.

– Kamol Pirat

Governors
‘should have
the power
to levy taxes’
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Queer News THE ZEAL  
Adisai Ngamjitsuksri

could not escape golf
even if he tried. His
golf-mad parents

gave him the nickname “Golf”
and he was swinging a club be-
fore he reached his 10th birthday.

His fascination with golf –
an occasionally expensive hobby
– has led to the construction of
Mission Hills Phuket at a cost of
2 billion baht.

This course, the fourth in
Thailand bearing the Mission
Hills name, joins courses in
Bangkok, Kanchanaburi and
Nakhon Ratchasima, as well as
courses in China.

“It was an ambition of mine
to open a course close to a
beach,” says K. Golf. “When
Mission Hills opens at the end of
August this year, Phuket will
have a course between the moun-
tains and the sea,
with views across a
rubber plantation.

“This is the
first course of its
type in Phuket, and
there are very few
courses anything like
this in Thailand,” he
said.

The course –
designed by Golden
Bear Jack Nicklaus –
covers more than 800
rai in Pa Khlok. In
addition to the 18-
hole daytime course
spread across 500 rai
there is a floodlit
nine-hole course
covering a further
200 rai. Both have
spectacular views of
Phang Nga Bay.

K. Golf points out that the
latest jewel in Phuket’s golfing
crown is no more than 45 min-
utes’ drive from anywhere on the
island. “Traveling for 45 minutes
is nothing for a golfer who is used
to taking a few hours to get
around a course,” said K. Adisai.
“The facilities and convenience

that we offer here will encourage
golfers to play and stay at this
resort.

“Mission Hills is also with-
in striking distance of the island’s
four other courses,” he added.

K. Golf admits that the

project has gone over budget,
though he is cautious about re-
vealing by how much. “But what
I will say is that, as a business-
man, I cannot worry too much
about overspending when the end
result will justify the cost.

“It is the details, the final
touches, that players and guests
will remember.”

Construction began in Sep-
tember 2002, and K. Golf has
been very “hands-on” in every
aspect of the design and construc-
tion. “Construction of Mission
Hills has not been rushed, but has
been measured and done on a
stage-by-stage basis,” he says.

“The marketing phase of
operations hasn’t even really be-
gun yet; completing and ready-
ing the product is the main ob-
jective at the moment.”

But word about the new
course has spread, and a quick
search for “Mission Hills Phu-
ket” on Google brings up more
than 3,500 hits many from prop-
erty developers eager to add
“Mission Hills” as a tagline to
their portfolios.

Bucking the trend of “Thai-
land for Thais”, K. Golf says that
foreign tourists – not Thais or
local expats – will be the target
group for Mission Hills. “We are

going to sell a vision, a concept
of Thailand, to players and guests
from overseas,” he explains.

The facilities that will be at
the disposal of both golfers and
non-golfers appear to rival those

of the premier re-
sorts on the island.

It will have a
“world-class” spa
and fitness center,
and the Thai-style
clubhouse – which,
according to K.
Golf, will be unique
in Thailand – will
have a grill room, a
Japanese restaurant
and an Italian one, a
coffee shop, a li-
brary, a business
center, a tennis pa-
vilion and s swim-
ming pool.

It will also
have a 72-room ho-
tel comprising 32
superior and 32 de-
luxe rooms, four
“mini-suites” and

four executive suites. Prices per
nigth will range from around
8,000 baht to 18,000 baht for the
executive suites.

Lions feature large in K.
Golf’s vision of Mission Hills.
Viewed the right way round, and
with a fair amount of squinting,
the 18-hole course resembles a
lion. The leonine motif continues
throughout to the detail of the
clubhouse. Carved and molded
lions will grace the outside of the
building.

“The course, buildings and
details inside and out will show-
case the fine works of Thai arti-
sans. Our customers will only
find the best at Mission Hills,”
claims K. Golf.

“I estimate that we will
have an average of 400 golfers a
day playing at Mission Hills. The
72 rooms and suites could prob-
ably be filled three times over
during the high season.”

Then  , of course, there’s the
golf itself. Golfers will be able
to play seven days a week, from
6 am through to midnight – Mis-
sion Hills will have the the first
floodlit course in Phuket – seven
days a week. “We have invested
50 million baht in a Philips light-
ing system. Their systems are
designed exclusively for golf

To the raft of other categories – including diving
and sailing – in which Phuket regularly features
in the “World’s Top 5”, must come golf.

The four existing courses on the island – Blue
Canyon Country Club, Banyan Tree Phuket, Loch
Palm and Phuket Country Club – will soon be
joined by a fifth, the Mission Hills (Phuket) Golf
Club Resort and Spa. The Gazette’s Anongnat
Sartpisut recently spoke with the man behind
the mission, Adisai ‘Golf’ Ngamjitsuksri.

‘If we build [homes for sale] on this land, then
it will spoil the views [from the course]

to the sea. It is better to leave the land alone,
retaining the views for the players.’

NONGKHAI: Under Thai law it is impossible for a wife to bring
rape charges against a husband, but that doesn’t mean women are
defenseless against the unwanted nighttime advances of their spouses.

One man who learned this lesson the hard way was 29-year-
old “Mike” (not his real name), a farmer from Nongkhai’s Boongkhla
District. Mike found himself in the local hospital with his penis al-
most completely severed after his 25-year-old wife kicked him in
the groin to stop his sexual advances.

Never has detumescence been achieved so quickly and with
such lasting effect, for the long nail on the woman’s big toe cut into
Mike’s penis, nearly severing it at the base. The supply of blood
which had only moments before supported Mike’s excited member
now spouted out, splashing across the couples’ bed and ensuring
that Mike would be sitting on the sexual sidelines for a long, long
time. From the wife’s point of view, the move perhaps worked too
well.

A reporter who happened to be in the Boongkhla Hospital dur-
ing the early morning hours of July 5 noticed the sorry young man
lying in a cot with an intravenous tube running into his arm and his
penis wrapped in gauze. Doctors there had stitched it back on with a
needle and 12 sutures, but it was not reported when – or if – it would
return to normal functioning.

Mike recounted the evening’s horror to the reporter in a soft
and sorry voice.

“I was at home with my wife ‘Mem’ (not her real name). We
had been arguing. It was nothing unusual, just your typical lovers’
spat. As we lay in bed I tried to make up with her, but she wasn’t
having any of it. After a while I started to feel frisky. That’s when I
started grabbing her. She tried to fight me off, but I kept at it. Finally,
she thrust her right leg down into my naughty bits to stop me. But
her toenail sliced into my penis, almost completely cutting it off.”

Mike told the reporter that he didn’t want to press charges
against Mem, who had rushed him to hospital. He said he still loved
her and, having made her so angry, felt partially responsible for the
accident. Source: Daily News

No hard feelings

A smoking pot of stew
PHUKET CITY: During the June 29 meeting of the Committee to
Maintain Stability and Peace in Phuket, Phuket Prison chief Panya
Panatnachee told fellow members that someone had smuggled 20
grams of dry marijuana into the facility.

While the presence of drugs in a Thai correctional facility hardly
constitutes news, the manner in which it was smuggled is worthy of
note. Apparently someone stuffed the contraband inside a fish, which
was then used to make a pot of the local delicacy gaeng som, a bright
orange stew.

Prison officials lodged a complaint with Phuket City Police,
asking that the guilty party be tracked down. But police doubted the
investigation would be successful because the prison failed to pro-
vide sufficient clues, such as records of who had visited the prison
or the gifts they had brought. All they had presented as evidence
was the marijuana, which had somehow remained dry.

Source: Siang Tai
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OF A MISSIONARY

courses and must be configured
in such a way as to eliminate
shadows all the way from the tee
to the flag.”

Playing 27 holes in a day
might be a little much for some
golfers, but K. Golf says that
players can mix and match, opt-
ing for nine holes in, for example,
the morning, spending time at the
spa or other facilities until dark
and then enjoying some night-
time play.

Prices for an 18-hole round
of golf are, at 3,800 baht, pitched
toward the more expensive end
of Phuket’s five golf courses.
Standard fees for a nine-hole
round are pegged at 1,900 baht
but an after-dark session will at-
tract a surcharge of an additional
800 baht to cover the electricity.

That said, there will ini-

tially be no membership fees, K.
Golf says.

He does not see Mission
Hills as competing with the
island’s other golf courses. In-
deed, he believes that Phuket
should have more courses.

“There should be at least
eight courses,” he ventures. “The
other golf course operators on the
island and I consult each other
from time to time – we have
formed an informal alliance – and
rather than compete, we are all
[working together] to attract
more golfers to the island for our
shared benefit.

“I’m not worried about
Mission Hills’ ‘market share’.
Although golfers may have their
favorite course in Phuket, they
are also a little ‘promiscuous’ in
their golfing behavior. People

who play at, for example, Ban-
yan Tree, will also play at Loch
Palm.”

Addressing concerns about
environmental damage caused by
the construction of a course and
also the use of fertilizers and their
impact upon water reserves, K.
Golf said, “A course should have
no adverse impact upon its envi-
ronment if it is designed and con-
structed properly. In this respect,
I must give credit to Nicklaus
Design, the best golf course de-
signers in the world.”

Mission Hills, he says, is in
harmony with its now partially
natural environment, despite the
felling of countless rubber trees
during its construction. “Our golf
course has added to, not detracted
from the [environmental] value
of the island.

“Mission Hills’ impact on
the water table will be minimal.
The course is at the base of Khao
Prataew and run-off water from
here will be used to irrigate the
course and to refill the lakes, the
natural reservoirs.

“The lakes hold about 1
million cubic meters of water, but
should a drought ensue the
resort’s gray water can be treated
and used for irrigation. In addi-
tion, one of the types of turf laid,
called Sea Isle 1, has a high tol-
erance for saltwater.”

K. Golf says fertilizers will
be used sparingly, perhaps twice
a year, and cites economic fac-
tors as one of the reasons. The
turf at  Mission Hills is unique in
Phuket, and was chosen because
it is hardy and retains its green
color even in moderate drought
conditions.

“The environment is of
concern to golfers; they want to
enjoy the scenery as much as the
golf. Sure, the land [at Mission
Hills] has changed but the view,
from the mountains to the sea,
blends seamlessly. It’s beautiful
here, especially at Hole 5, close
to the beach.

“In fact, apart from making
sure that each hole will provide
a sufficient challenge to each
golfer, we have tried to retain as
much of the original landscape as
possible. “We want playing golf
here to be fun,” he adds.

One impact becoming no-
ticeable is the price of land in the
locale. K. Golf says that any sig-
nificant building development –
golf or otherwise – is like a
flower.

“The flower blooms and
attracts bees that then help to
pollinate other flowers that in
turn bloom, and so on. One
project can be the catalyst for the
regeneration of an entire area.”

But he acknowledges that a
certain peacefulness has been
lost. “It isn’t as silent around here
as it once was. There is much
more noise and an increased

number of cars these days.”
Prices for land close to the

new golf course have risen from
around 700,000 baht per rai just
a few years ago to 2 or 3 million
baht a rai now, according to ad-
vertisements in the Gazette.

Golf, or rather developing
a golf course, appears to be some-
thing of a long game. “You don’t
get into the golf course business
to make a quick profit,” said K.
Golf. “It could be 10 years, or
even 40 years, before a signifi-
cant profit is made [by this golf
course], but by that time the
prices of land will have risen dra-
matically.”

He added that Mission Hills
has an additional 200 rai of un-
used land that would make an
ideal housing development, from
some perspectives.

Around 80% of this land is
close to the sea, but K. Golf,
wearing his golfer’s hat rather
than a businessman’s says, “If we
build on this land, then it will
spoil the views [from the course]
to the sea. It is better to leave the
land alone, retaining the views
for the players.”

One of K. Golf’s dreams is
to get inside the psyche of golf-
ers and to make each hole at Mis-
sion Hills memorable: “I want all
the golfers who play here to take
a [mental] snapshot of each hole,
each stroke that they play at Mis-
sion Hills. I want them to have
an image of this course that will
stay with them, something that
they can try to explain to their
friends. And then they – and their
friends – will want to come back
here year after year,” he smiles.

“I love golf, and my aim is
simply to allow as many people
as possible to share in this pas-
sion.”

Mission Hills (Phuket) Golf Club
Resort and Spa, 195 Moo 4
Tambon Pa Khlok, Amphur Tha-
lang, Phuket 83110. Tel: 076-
260488 Fax: 076-260489 Email:
missionhills_pk@yahoo.com

WATER HAZARD: The views across Phang Nga Bay may be enough to put any player off his stroke.
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When people think
about transport,
they are usually
thinking of how to

get from A to B as quickly and
cheaply as possible. That ex-
plains why the options for long
trips these days usually boil
down to buses, trains and air-
planes.

Sure, you can fly to Bang-
kok in an hour, or take an over-
night tour bus to the capital, but
did you ever wonder what you
were missing as the miles fly past
by in the darkness?

Holland is the one country
in Europe where bicycles still
rule as a transport option for
young and old alike. So anyone
from Holland would not be sur-
prised to learn about the two re-
tired Dutch couples who recently
made their way to Phuket from
Bangkok by mountain bike.

Dutch nationals Marja
Griffioen (57), Co
Griffioen (60),
Marian Salomons
(65) and Kor Sal-
omons (63) sur-
prised many Thais
when they rolled
though village af-
ter village, cover-
ing as much as 100
kilometers on the
days when they
pushed their bikes
hardest.

Generally, however, they
proceeded at a more leisurely
pace, stopping off at interesting
sites and soaking up the un-

spoiled beauty that still
makes up much of ru-
ral Thailand – but
which is seldom visible
from the country’s ma-
jor highways.

Kor Salomons,
now retired from his
career as a contract
lawyer for Nederlandse
Spoorwegen, the Dutch
railway company, told
the Gazette, “Now that
I am retired, I have time
to take longer trips.

“So we thought
‘Why don’t we go to
Thailand and see it by
bicycle?’

“We think we see
more interesting things
this way. We get to
meet more interesting
people and see their
real way of life,” he
added.

He explained that such a
journey would surprise no one in

Holland.
“Here, many

people use motor-
cycles,” he noted.
“But in Holland,
we cycle every-
where. Boys and
girls pedal to
school and older
people cycle to
their offices for
work. The bicycle
is the most popular
form of transport

in Holland, except along high-
ways.”

“We have more bikes in
Holland than there are in China,”

he said with a laugh, adding that
the country’s flat landscape made
it easy to pedal just about any-
where.

So how did the Thais react
to the unusual sight of four gray-
ing foreigners rolling through
their neighborhoods?

Marian Salomon said, “It
was never boring. We met many
nice people, and they greeted us
with laughs and kindness,” she
said.

Co Griffioen added, “When
people saw us, they always
shouted hello and encouraged us.
They seemed to admire what we
were doing. Everybody along the
road was shouting, saying ‘Hel-
lo.’ Everybody, really everybody,
and that is very special for us.”

All four told the Gazette
that age was never a factor in the
decision to pedal their way
through Southern Thailand.
Their eyes positively beam when
they talk about the happiness, the
good health and the experiences
to be gained through cycling.

The one-month journey
started on June 5 and ended on
July 1 when the foursome  finally
rolled into Phuket.

They could have covered
the 1,000-kilometer distance
faster, but stopped off at a num-
ber of locations along the way,
enjoying the landscape, bird-
watching and getting into the
sorts of locations that could well
make them poster people for the
Unseen Thailand campaign.

And as they did
it with their own trans-
port, they were idylli-
cally free of having to
deal with some of the
less attractive ele-
ments of Thai tourism,
such tuk-tuk mafiosi
or ya bah-chomping
bus drivers.

They told the
Gazette that although
they were sometimes
obliged to ride along
highways, the trip was
quite safe overall be-
cause they rode care-
fully and stuck to side
roads whenever they
could.

Cycling can of
course be hard work,
especially since Thai-
land is not flat like the
Netherlands. The trav-

elers also had to stop frequently
because of rain. But none of this,
they said, was a problem; Dutch
people generally start cycling at
the age of four or so, and often
continue into their mid-80s.

The two-wheeled journey
was not their first – they have
already ridden together from
Holland to France, and all around
the Mediterranean.

Nor will it be their last.
They are already thinking about
their next destination and consid-
ering Laos, Vietnam or Singa-
pore.

Marian said, “It is very
healthy to bike and have a won-
derful holiday at the same time.”

But first, it’s back to Hol-
land. By air.

SPOKESPERSONS AT LARGE

The four Dutch cyclists who took their national passion onto Thai roads are, from
left, Marja and Co Griffioen, and Marian and Kor Salomons.

‘It was never
boring. We met

many nice
people, and they
greeted us with

laughter and
kindness’

By Anongnat Sartpisut
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National Library to go high-tech

Around the Nation news roundup
is sourced from the pages of The
Nation and Kom Chad Luek
newspapers.

Culture Minister Anurak
Chureemas announced
plans to upgrade the
National Library in

Bangkok with a computer system
linking it to private and public
libraries across the country.

The network will improve
systems for storing and conserv-
ing rare books, allowing the pub-
lic to retrieve information using
“e-books” and thus avoiding
damage to the original texts.

In May, the Cabinet ap-
proved 1 billion baht in funding
for the project, which also in-
cludes renovation of the National
Library.

Tiger in: Thai Asia Pacific
Brewery, the local producer and
distributor of Heineken beer, is
spending 300 million baht to in-
troduce Singapore’s Tiger Beer
to the Thai market.

Brewed in Nonthaburi, Ti-
ger is aimed at the “standard”
beer market segment currently
monopolized by Singha. Large
bottles will retail for 45 baht and
small bottles for 25 baht.

The product will be avail-
able at 10,000 retail outlets na-
tionwide within six months, the
company says. Tiger is available
in more than 60 countries and is
brewed in seven countries, in-
cluding Thailand.

Tigers out: Plodprasop Sura-
swadi, the permanent secretary of
the Natural Resources and Envi-
ronment Ministry, may be sus-
pended or transferred to an inac-
tive post pending a disciplinary
investigation into his approval of
the export of 100 Bengal tigers
to China in 1997.

K. Plodprasop’s boss, Natu-
ral Resources and Environment
Minister Suwit Khunkitti, is con-
sidering his options, sources said.
If K. Suwit chooses to transfer
him, K. Plodprasop is likely to
be moved to the Prime Minister’s
Office.

A government panel led by
National Intelligence Agency
Director General Jumpol Man-
mai has recommended disciplin-
ary proceedings against K. Plod-
prasop for approving the export
of protected animals despite in-
complete documentation.

Fossil foundation: The Cabinet

IN THE LINE OF FIRE: Emergency response officers in full protective gear “rescue” a “chemical
attack victim” during a drill at Suvarnabhumi International Airport, now under construction in
Samut Prakan’s Bang Phli District. The three-hour exercise was held to test the new airport’s
security preparedness before its completion, scheduled next year.

has approved draft legislation
aimed at conserving the nation’s
fossil heritage.

The draft, prepared by the
Mineral Resources Department,
will encourage the study of fos-
sils so as to deter damage to ex-
isting fossil resources and create
a national registration system and
research center.

Under the plan, a ban on the
export and sale of fossils would
be established and penalties im-
posed on violators. New zoning
rules would apply at excavation
sites and a fossil-management
foundation would be created.

The Mineral Resources
Department is also preparing to
propose to the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cul-
tural Organization (Unesco) that
the 13 million-year-old fossilized
freshwater shellfish site in Lam-

pang’s Mae Mo district be de-
clared a World Heritage Site

One born every minute: The
newly-established Special Inves-
tigations Unit is investigating a
complaint by a Thai man who
claims to have lost 1.9 million
baht in an Internet lottery scam.

Last month the man trans-
ferred 1.9 million baht to a bank
account in London to redeem the
4 million euro (196 million baht)
online lottery prize he purport-
edly won after clicking on an
Internet ad banner.

A payment of 1 million baht
was supposed to secure a 4-mil-
lion baht guarantee on the prize,
while another 900,000 was sup-
posed to cover taxes and other
fees.

The victim, who teaches
computer science at a university

in the North, said he is planning
to write a book to expose the
fraud network behind the scam.

“There is no such thing as
a ‘free lottery’,” he said, adding
that those who received con-
gratulatory e-mail messages from
lotteries should go to the police.

High hopes: Tarutao National
Park in Satun province is plan-

ning to incorporate into its pro-
tected zone a marine area rich in
vibrant coral reefs and rare fish
for scuba diving – a move aimed
at enhancing its tourism pros-
pects.

The area, south of Koh
Lipeh, is expected to become a
part of the national park soon,
said park chief Wattana Wettaya-
prasit.

“The scuba-diving zone
will be able to attract up to 100
billion baht to our area each
year,” he said.

K. Wattana said business-
men in Satun and nearby south-
ern provinces were aware of the
potential of the dive industry in
this province, which is renowned
for its abundant resources.

Better off  dead: A married
couple who took poison in a dual
suicide attempt later stripped in
front of a public hospital to pro-
test excessive force by nurses.

Sompong Yindee, 39, a
pork vendor, and her husband
Pasakorn Chaimala, 25, were
rushed to Nakhon Pathom Com-
munity Hospital after trying to
poison themselves, but the couple
later stormed out of the hospital
and stripped after undergoing
detoxification treatment.

K. Sompong said a nurse
pulled her ears and hair during
treatment, and caused her false
teeth to fall out.

The hospital director said
that he had investigated the inci-
dent and found that K. Sompong
had resisted the treatment and
therefore had to be held down by
nurses, an act he admitted K.
Sompong might have construed
as violent.

Help us to help
the animals

Call: 076-263737
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ACROSS
THE BAY
By Gus Reynolds

A man of many facetsWe recently had the
pleasure of seeing
Todd Thongdee
perform at the En-

core Café in Ao Nang. He put on
quite a show. Todd is one of the
most popular and recognizable
entertainers in Thailand, which
is quite a feat for a Westerner.

Todd has been involved in
numerous activities during his ca-
reer, from music-based theme
shows to writing educational
books for young Thai people, and
from producing 10
CDs to volunteering
countless hours en-
tertaining the sick
and elderly.

We caught up
with Todd after his
show and asked him
to give us an insight
into his remarkable
career.

Q. Your list of artis-
tic achievements is
quite impressive in
the breadth of genres
covered, but also in
its depth through the
use of multimedia.
What is the typical development
path of such projects as  Rhythm
of Earth? Did you just wake up
one morning with this idea in your
head or did it take a long time to
germinate?

Todd: One of my problems
is that I have ideas all day, every
day. I write them down, even
record them into a tape recorder

when I’m working out. I often
watch them slip away, but they
may come back to me with added
thoughts, ideas and questions.

Rhythm of Earth came from
many ideas. One was growing up
in a family with a deaf/autistic
sister – we all stressed human re-

sources, asking,
“What can you do?”
I also had a desire to
record, interview
and understand the
traditional and blind
musicians I was
finding throughout
Thailand; wanting
to create original
real world music
that celebrated the
colors and life sto-
ries of each piece.
And I had a need to
put to use some of
what I write every
day – songs, poems,
stories.

When I actually got to work
on Rhythm of Earth, the 300 mu-
sicians involved had a lot to say
about what transpired. Some of
the songs I prepared were put
aside when I listened to these mu-
sicians’ life stories. I am proud
of Rhythm of Earth because it is
an absolute celebration of life.
Q. Your talents span a broad spec-

trum – singing, speaking,
acting, writing, even com-
edy. Which skills come
naturally and which do
you have to work at?

Todd: I have tried to
live by a conviction that I
will do my art right – be a
talented and industrious
person and a happy, kind
artist. My voice is a gift
that I have overused and
abused, but which I have
learned how to use de-
cently, with practice,
through 35 years of stage
experience.

Being an athlete,
thinker, laugher, singer
and writer are all natural
expressions. In each per-
formance, I find elements
of acting, writing, singing
and comedy. I have per-
formed over 6,000 times and
each performance is practice.

I figured out early that if I
let the audience determine much
of the show’s course, I would be
challenged and each show
would mean growing, learning,
messing up and discovering
[more]. Whether I am singing,
writing, acting or playing bas-
ketball, I want more – more
laughter, more love, more un-
derstanding.

Q. Which is your true love: tour-
ing and interacting with people,
or writing and producing in the
studio?

Todd: Great question! I
love both, and dearly miss one if
I stop [doing it]. I have many
ideas for writing as I perform and
when I write, I am often thinking
of what these words look like to
an audience.

I am definitely schizophre-
nic. I have performed too much

over the past two years; I am
hungry to write.

Q. What would you do on
your perfect evening?

Todd: Perfect Night in
my Dreams: I am on a big
farm, with my family and
cousins, Mark Twain, ani-
mals running around, and
lots of kids. My Mom and
Dad, and my brothers and
sisters, sit on the porch.

I sit in a rocker and
write. Mark Twain smiles.
My father is confident and
happy again. My mother is
fulfilled. Kelly, my deaf sis-
ter, can hear me sing as I
write.

Perfect Night in Real-
ity: Play basketball with my
nephews and my best friend
Gene’s four boys. Drink

Gatorade. Shower.
Take my whole family to

the bar next door where they all
listen to me sing. They then take
over the stage.

Then I take the whole kit ’n’
caboodle over to my house and I
make them all French toast. Ev-
eryone falls asleep – safe and
warm – around my house.

I sit in a chair with the dogs
and fall asleep. All is safe in the
world.

Todd Thongdee sings at the Encore Café
in  Ao Nang.



H A P P E N I N G SJuly 17 - 23, 2004 P H U K E T  G A Z E T T E 9

T his week

THE FUN CLUB: Club Med’s Chef de Village, Christian Noret (left, behind board),
resort staff and children from Baan Pitak and Wat Sri Sunthorn schools enjoy
themselves at a party held at the resort. Similar parties were held on the same
day at all Club Med resorts around the world.

THE ROARING FORTIES: Julie Street (2nd from left), Director of the Maan Tawan
development, celebrated her 40th birthday with friends at the Twinpalms Phuket on
June 26.

DIVING FOR PEARLS: Rear Admiral Likit Charoensaph (2nd from left) – appropriately enough
given the venue – presents Narisara Chitsawad, the owner of the Frogman Restaurant in
Chalong, with flowers to celebrate the eatery’s opening.

CUT! Dr Anuroj Tarnsiriroj (3rd from left), Director of Phuket International
Hospital, and Managing Director Anurak Tarnsiriroj (2nd from right), hold
things together as Visawa Sasismith, Phuket’s Provincial Chief
Administration Officer, opens the hospital’s Child Psychiatry Clinic.

HAIL FROM YALE: The Whiffenpoofs from Yale University – the oldest collegiate
a cappella group in the world – at their recent Kata Thani Beach Resort performance
with compere for the night, Ajarn Pranee Sakulpipatana (holding bouquet) and
the resort’s Senior Vice-President, Urairat Atiset (blue shirt).

WE’RE OPEN! At the opening ceremony of Acqua Co Ltd – exclusive agents for
Alila Phuket Villas – are: Adrian McCarroll (2nd from left), Project Architect for
Original Vision Co Ltd; Frederic Flageat Simon (4th from left), MD of Alila Hotels
and Resorts; Mark A. Edleson (3rd from left); President of Alila Hotels and Resorts;
and Montira Thomson (right) MD of Acqua Co Ltd.
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Gazette: Was being a dentist the
ambition for both of you since
you were young?

John: I decided to study
dentistry because, when I was 16,
when I had to choose what I was
going to study at university, a lot
of people were interested in sci-
ence as a profession. I looked at
medicine and dentistry, and I
chose dentistry.

So I went to dental school
and I graduated in my early 20s I
did a PhD and then I gravitated
toward pathology and then into
Aids [research].

Deborah: I decided when
I was about 16. I was really in-
terested in dentistry and I was
very taken with the appearance
side of dentistry.

I liked the idea of improv-
ing people’s appearances by sav-
ing teeth. It seemed to be a very
nice career, a professional career

whereby I could work with
people and also be able to run my
own life.

I liked the idea of being able
to organize things and have my
own practice, and that took me
to dentistry school.

John and I met when we
were in dental school and we got
married when I was still a stu-
dent. John earned his PhD and I
worked in general practice for
nearly 10 years, which I really
enjoyed. Then we went to the US
for a year when John took a sab-
batical.

I became very interested in
oral medicine and did extra train-
ing, and then continued working
in the university in my specialty.

Gazette: What did you do be-
fore working in your current
positions?

Deborah: I worked with

clinician and me as a pathologist.
In 1981, when this strange

disease was discovered, two
things happened.

First, many of the men –
they were mostly gay men with
what we subsequently learned to
call Aids – had infections in the
mouth, and Deborah started to
look after them in the clinic.

I started a specimen bank
and a serum bank. After a while
we discovered that we were
studying the same cases, and it
became our interest, then it be-

came our preoccupation.And
now here we are 23 years later
talking about this for the next gen-
eration.

Gazette: What have been your
most interesting experiences in
this work?

Deborah: One of the most
interesting things for me was
the discovery of the oral condi-
tion Hairy Leukoplakia. During
the very early days of Aids be-
ing discovered in San Francisco,

Professors John and Deborah Greenspan are among the world’s leading au-
thorities on HIV/Aids detection through oral manifestations of the disease –
they were in San Francisco in the early 1980s when HIV/Aids was first de-
tected in the West.

More recently the British husband-and-wife research team were in Phuket
to attend the 5 th World Workshop on Oral Health and Disease in Aids, held at
the Pearl Village Hotel at Nai Yang.

They explained to Gazette reporter Anongnat Sartpisut how they came to
be so involved in the global fight against the pandemic, and their role in
preventing deaths from Aids.

Top team in the
battle to beat
HIV and Aids

people who were receiving treat-
ment for head and neck cancer,
and I looked after people who had
all sorts of problems from radia-
tion therapy and chemotherapy.

I also became involved in
diagnosis of mouth cancer and
doing the procedures of advising
people on how to manage their
mouths and the consequences of
therapy.

People who have radiation
therapy to the head or neck have
a lot of ‘dry mouth’, a lot of ‘sore
mouth’. I was working with those
people and managing their prob-
lems.

Gazette: What are the chal-
lenges of working with Aids?

John: I think the challenge
of Aids came to us rather than
the other way around. We were
both in San Francisco working in
our own fields – Deborah as a
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we started to see people devel-
oping white patches in the
mouth. This had never been
seen before.

I was working with John and
his colleagues who discovered this
new condition that we called Hairy
Leukoplakia, caused by the
Epstein-Barr Virus.

This virus causes white le-
sions to form, mostly on the
tongue. We were seeing people
in San Francisco developing
these white patches in the mouth
and then later being diagnosed as
having Aids.

For me, it was amazing to
be associated with discovering a

new problem in the mouth that
actually indicated that somebody
had what we now know to be
Aids. It was very much the early
days of Aids.

Gazette: Does working with
people infected with Aids scare
you?

Deborah: No, in the early
days when we first started deal-
ing with people who were getting
sick, we did not know what
caused of the problem.

We were seeing young men
who were developing mouth prob-
lems and then other problems, and
getting chest infections and skin
tumors, and dying.

We realized that is was
probably caused by an infection,
and then HIV was discovered. I
think that there was a lot of fear
because people did not under-
stand how the virus was trans-
mitted. But now people under-
stand how this virus is transmit-
ted, and they understand that the
risk to healthcare workers is very,
very small.

It has, however, made a lot
of difference to the way medi-
cine and dentistry is practiced.
Before Aids, dentists did not
were wear gloves, but now they
do. The same with people in
other forms of healthcare, they
use more procedures to protect
themselves. But once you under-
stand how the virus is transmit-
ted, I think you would not neces-
sarily be scared.

Gazette: Do you think that Aids
will be eliminated in the near fu-
ture?

John: No, Aids will not be
eliminated in the near future. In
fact, we will not be able to stop it
even in the not-so-near future.
But we may be able to slow it
down if every country did what
Thailand and Uganda have done,
and that is to educate young
people and others about safe sex,
and to plan to make the [antiretro-
viral] drugs available free to ev-
erybody who is HIV-positive.
That is what Uganda and Brazil
are doing now, as are Thailand
and India.

We can slow it down, but
this epidemic will be with us for
our lifetime, and for your lifetime.
It is not going away, it is the big-
gest threat to the human race
since the Black Death in the 14th

century.

Gazette: What has been the most
significant of contribution to
Aids knowledge?

John: The discovery of the
virus, which was in 1983, be-
cause then we understood what
was causing the disease. Since
then, all research has been di-
rected at stopping the virus – test-
ing for it, reducing its effect and
producing a vaccine.

Deborah: I think that the
discovery of new drugs so that
people can now live with HIV
infection has been one of the big
discoveries. The development of
drugs to keep people alive is very
important.

The other important thing is
the recognition that HIV can be
prevented through education. If
we are failing in anything, it is that
we are not providing enough edu-
cation. Where we can educate
people, we can prevent HIV in-
fection.

John: People who get HIV
infection can live a normal life.
They should have normal family
relationships. They can have
sexual relationships if they use
condoms. They can be people.

Professors Deborah and John Greenspan have been
in the frontline of the fight against HIV/Aids since before
the disease even had a name.
John Greenspan describes HIV/Aids as ‘the biggest threat to
the human race since the Black Death in the 14th century’.
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Thailand
TRAVELER

By Bill Owen

Bill Owen, who has lived in
Phuket and worked in the
island’s travel industry for more
than 15 years, is General Man-
ager of Oriental Leisure Co Ltd,
a leading event management
company in Phuket. He can be
contacted by email at: owen_b
@hotmail.com. Website www.
oriental-events.com

The new Seatran ferry
left at 8:30 am and as
we cruised away from
Rassada Harbor, I real-

ized what a difference this was.
My last trip to Phi Phi was more
than four years ago on one of the
older ferries with bus-like seats
and no deck to walk around on.

Seatran’s Japanese-built
vessel is different. Full air-condi-
tioning inside and
two observation
decks outside
mean that pas-
sengers can relax
during the 75-
minute crossing.

First port of
call is Maya Bay
on Phi Phi Lay,
the smaller and uninhabited south-
ern island, which was the loca-
tion for the filming of The Beach.
I can’t understand why there was
all that fuss about the production
crew planting palm trees along the
beach and “destroying” nature.
The beach looks the same as it
did on my last trip, possibly
cleaner than before.

After a short cruise around
Phi Phi Lay, we headed directly
to Tonsai Bay, the main bay on
Phi Phi Don, the larger island.

The bay, surrounded by the
cliffs to the west and white sandy

beaches to the east, is a stunning
sight. The only visible difference
from my last trip was the large
number of speed and dive boats
now moored here.

A short walk through the
village brings me to the Phi Phi
Princess Diving & Spa Resort –
my simple but comfortable home
for the next few days, with air-
conditioned rooms opening di-

rectly onto the
beach.

D e s p i t e
the obvious in-
crease in build-
ing, there does
now seem to be
a determined ef-
fort to preserve
what is left of

the environment on this stunningly
beautiful island.

The old shack-style build-
ings, once at the very heart of the
village, are disappearing, being
replaced by small but elegantly
built shops and restaurants as
well as the inevitable dive shops.
(I counted 15 during a brief walk
through the village.)

Things also seem to be
impriving in terms of tours and
activities offered, and those de-
nied; a complete ban on jet-skis
and parascending has been im-
posed. It seems odd that this can

be achieved in Phi Phi but not in
Phuket.

New, more eco-friendly ac-
tivities are being promoted, includ-
ing – for the brave at heart – cliff
climbing, while the real adrenalin
junkies out there can try cliff
jumping – a spectacular free fall
from heights of nine to 18 meters.
The ultimate hangover cure?

Shark-watch tours now
seem to be topping the list of
must-dos, along with night snor-
keling, a welcome development
because Phi Phi’s nightlife is

Phi Phi people get
their act together

quiet. The few bars which are
open tend to be sports bars. The
hedonistic times of all-night dis-
cos are long gone, though rumors
abound that the Reggae Bar may
soon reopen, and that Phi Phi may
also get an Irish pub.

After the over-development
of the past few years, Phi Phi is
gradually getting its act together.
It is certainly worth a few days’
visit, if only to relax on the beach
with a book and to soak in some
of the most beautiful island pan-
oramas in the world.

How to Get There

A wide range of ferries depart
but for comfort and service, the
new Seatran Ferry, which departs
daily from Rassada Harbor at 8:30
am, is strongly recommended.

Costs for a one-way trans-
fer: adults 500 baht including pick-
up by minibus, or 450 baht for the
boat trip only. Tel: 076-355410-2
or 076-219391-2. Email: info@
seatran.co.th

Where to Stay

There are plenty of bungalows
and resorts on the island to suit
all budgets and tastes, but for a
really comfortable stay, try Phi
Phi Charlie’s or Phi Phi Princess.
Prices for low-season rooms start
at 1,500 baht per night, including
breakfast. Tel: 075-620595.

What to Do

Diving and snorkeling: Princess
Divers at the Princess Resort,
Tel: 01-0780993; Cliff jumping,
night snorkeling and shark-
watching tours: Adventure Club
in the main walking street. Ask
for Andrew, a mine of informa-
tion on what’s on and where to
go. Call Tel: 01-8951334 or log
on to www.phi-phi-adventures.
com for more details.

Despite pollution, the underwater scenery at Phi Phi is still stunning.
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Who could dispute
that candles usher
life and love into
our lives? Having

transcended their original pur-
pose of merely providing light in
a world without electricity, for
many people they are now an in-
dispensable part of home décor.

The delicate glow, the gentle
flickering can transform any
room. And can you imagine a
romantic dinner for two without
candles?

For those with romance on
their minds, don’t forget that just
about anyone can be transformed
by candles’ soft radiance into
something resembling a god or
goddess – without the need for
expensive cosmetic surgery.

Candles have obvious reli-
gious connections, and perhaps
this is why it has taken some time
for their contemporary – and
purely decorative application – to
take off in Thailand.

But the range of candles,
especially scented ones, available
on Phuket seems to be growing
daily, as is the number of shops
selling them.

The Gazette’s three sugges-
tions for shops offering aestheti-
cally-pleasing ranges of candles
and paraphernalia are:

Asia Emporio on the top

Decor by Siripansa

Waxing lyrical
floor of Big C supercenter. Their
products are sourced from Isarn
and Chiang Mai and feature many
intriguing designs. Tel: 06-921-
5079.

Fai Sor Kam, 30 Yaowarat
Rd, Phuket City. Staff say that
their products meld the occidental
with the oriental – without either
losing its identity. Check this for
yourself, either in the heart of the
city or at Fai Sor Kam’s branch
at the Kata Thani Beach Hotel
and Resort. Tel: 09-7243878.

Veerada Art & Gift Shop
in the mini-shopping mall of Baan
Suan Place Apartments, on Klong
Bang Yai Rd, (behind the Big C
supercenter) offers many differ-
ent types of candles and holders,
as well as oil and incense burn-
ers. Tel: 076-249308 or log on to:
www.veeradaartandgift.com

– Siripansa Somboon

Teddy likes them too: candles from  Fai Sor Kam.

Sun worshippers or those
who work outdoors and
are exposed to the sun’s
harsh rays can suffer

quite a lot of skin damage, not
only temporarily but also long
term.

Dermatologist Dr Orawan
Kitchawengkul, who runs the
Phuket Rejuvenation Center at
Bangkok Phuket Hospital, advo-
cates sunscreen and paying par-
ticular attention to what we put
on our skin – and how we take it
off.

She also advises that work-
ing too closely with chemicals, or
even taking too-frequent dips in
a chlorinated swimming pool, can
also result in hypersensitive skin.

Smoking and drinking too
much alcohol – and not drinking
enough water – take their toll, too.

“Some people are just plain
unlucky,” she says, “And suffer
from sensitive skin because of
genetic factors.”

Sensitive skin can become
reddened, flaky, scratchy and
itchy. Not ideal for the beautiful
people of Phuket.

Many women already prac-
tice the three-step process of
cleanse, tone, moisturize on a daily
basis. But trying to cope with sen-
sitive or allergic skin can be a
minefield, especially with many of
the products on the market that
boast “skin-whitening” power.
Check the information on the
product carefully.

Beauty soaps that contain
lanolin or other moisturizers work
well for some women, but one
should avoid soaps that contain
potent chemicals that can dry or
irritate already sensitive skin.

Phuket has little air pollu-
tion, but even a few days in a
metropolis like Bangkok can
leave skin thoroughly dirty.
Choose a mild cleanser as, again,
drying out the skin should be
avoided. So, too, is upsetting the
skin’s delicate pH balance.

A good toner is essential for
tightening the pores and making
the skin look rosier and feel re-
freshed. Watch out for alcohol,

which is a component of many
toners and has the tendency to
be too astringent for delicate skin.
Avoid products with dyes, color-
ings or scents. Finish this routine
off with a good moisturizer.

And you chaps out there
should avoid looking too chapped
around the face. Shaving, while
a good form of exfoliation, dries
your skin out too. Zipping around
on a yacht in the sun and sea
spray may give you a pleasantly
weatherbeaten face but at a cost.
Choose a mild shaving cream and
apply a dab of moisturizer after
shaving. Aftershave invariably
contains alcohol. Ouch.

Dr Orawan says that most
people have, at one time or an-
other, suffered an adverse reac-
tion to a soap or a cosmetic.
Strangely, this may occur not only
when you start to use a new prod-
uct, but also when you stop using
an old favorite, to which your skin
had actually become conditioned,
“addicted” even.

Taking good care
of sensitive skin.

For most people these prob-
lems tend to rectify themselves
within a week or so, but for some
people it can take years for the
torture of problem skin to be ame-
liorated.

Serious conditions such as
psoriasis or vitiligo require a trip
to a dermatology clinic.

Allergy patch testing (min-
ute amounts of allegens pricked
onto the skin) to determine the
irritant, or medication – or a com-
bination of both – are often very
successful in treating chronic con-
ditions.

Most sensitive skin prob-
lems disappear with time, when
you find the cosmetics that suit
you skin, or by adapting your
lifestyle.

Dr Orawan Kitchawengkul’s
Phuket Rejuvenation Center, is
on  the 2nd floor of the Bang-
kok Phuket Hospital, 2/1 Hong-
yok Utis Rd, Phuket City. Tel:
076-254425.

Skin Talk by Dhirarat

Watch out for the sun – it can cause long-term problems.
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The Gazette’s Siripansa Somboon went out and about in Phuket and asked people,
“If you could be a car, what type of car would you be, and why?”

&HEARD&scene

 In the Stars by Isla Star

Suradach Yikusang
Age: 26
From: Bangkok
Occupation: Stock trader

I’d like to be a red Mercedes-
Benz sports car – red because
Benz sports models look strong
in red, and it would be a great
way of attracting a lot of
girlfriends everywhere I went. I
think every woman would want
to go for a drive and scream
with delight at snuggling into a
red sports car.

Michelle Hepworth
Age: 24
From: England
Occupation: Teacher

I would like to be a Mini,
especially one of the older
models – they are classic
vehicles with real character.
They have never gone out of
style and have appeared in
loads of great films, such as
The Italian Job and The Bourne
Identity. Ok, forget about Mr
Bean, please.

Jaruwit Sangsuwan
Age: 29
From: Songkla
Occupation: Policeman

I’d want to be a Walls ice
cream van because Walls ice
cream is delicious and the van
is painted in lots of colors.
Everybody likes ice cream, and
anywhere I went there would be
children and young people
running after me. But I would
warn the ladies that eating too
much would make them fat!

Sasitorn Onksatirakul
Age: 22
From: Phuket
Occupation: Guest service staff

I would like to be a Honda Jazz
because right now it is a very
popular car, so there would be
many other Honda Jazz cars
that would be my friends on the
streets. I could say “Hi” to them
by beeping my horn when we
met. And if I got sick, there are
lots of places where I could get
tuned up.

Yana Rakipava
Age: 19
From: Russia
Occupation: Hotel trainee

If I could be a car, I would like
to be a black Porsche because it
is a beautiful car, and it is very
popular. I think most men like
Porsches, so I could use my
fabulous beauty to attract lots
of guys and pique their interest
so they would want to get
inside. Ah Porsche – what a
wonderful car!

CANCER (June 22-July 23):
Cancerians will benefit from lis-
tening to their part-
ner’s point of view.
You might think that
too much hot air is be-
ing stirred up about nothing, but
there’s more going on than meets
the eye. If your birthday is this
week, celebrate it somewhere
unusual and invite people from
outside your social circle.

LEO (July 24-August 22): Fi-
nances are a prevailing factor this
week for Leos. Money
may be flowing out
faster than it’s trick-
ling in, but you must
make certain investments to fur-
ther your career. Just don’t give
in to the temptation to borrow. If
you’re looking for luck, the num-
ber 6 could help.

VIRGO (August 23-September
23): Your workload begins to

ease early next week, but there
could be some unex-
pected fireworks to
deal with regarding a
shaky agreement. Do-
mestic disruptions require an in-
tervention that you should have
made a few moons ago. Get a grip
on the situation, or risk losing
personal freedom.

LIBRA (September 24-October
23): This week sees the pace of
life picking up for
Librans. In general,
everything should go
swimmingly but you
must be aware of a looming dead-
line. Get out and about this week-
end if you want to dip your toes
into a hot spring of sizzling ro-
mance.

SCORPIO (October
24-November 22):
Don’t believe every-
thing you hear this

week; someone close to you is
temporarily suffering from an at-
tack of the green-eyed monster
and wants to rock your boat of
confidence. The financial wheel
of fortune is about to turn in your
direction. Remember those who
helped you along recent rocky
paths.

SAGITTARIUS (November 23-
December 21): Sagittarians will
be in the mood for se-
rious shopping this
weekend. New gadgets
and gizmos will catch
your eye and you are certain to
find at least one bargain. Early
next week; an introduction to
new acquaintances could lead to
fruitful outcomes. Aquarius har-
bors romantic aspirations toward
you – expect an approach soon.

CAPRICORN (December 22-
January 20): Don’t despair if you
meet a dead end regarding a ca-

reer move this week;
sunnier opportunities
are just around the
corner and you can
hone your skills as you play the
waiting game. Personal relation-
ships are put under the spotlight
at the weekend; you may learn
something that’s hard to swallow.

AQUARIUS (January 21-Febru-
ary 19): Aquarians whose appe-
tite for spicy in-
trigues is whetted
will stop at nothing
to get to the bottom
of things. In romance, someone’s
feelings about you become clear.
Don’t allow the situation to grow
more complicated if a third per-
son is involved; you are the one
likely to get burned. The number
10 holds promise.

PISCES (February 20-March
20): Pisceans who have been toy-
ing with the notion of
bouncing away in a
new direction work-
wise should hesitate
no longer. There will be no bet-
ter astrological conditions in the
coming months, so act now. Ro-
mantic attachments strengthen,
but with so much else going on
you may find it difficult to meet
your partner’s need for attention.

ARIES (March 21-April 20):
This week brings a golden oppor-

tunity to initiate a con-
versation with some-
one who has been
rather a stranger re-
cently. The stars are smiling on
Arians who are ready for recon-
ciliation, so don’t miss the chance
to set matters straight. If you are
preparing to sign a new contract
relating to work, be sure that you
agree with every detail. Your
lucky number midweek is 4.

TAURUS (April 21-May 21):
Life should be peachy for Taur-
eans this week, with
only a slight hitch aris-
ing on Monday or
Tuesday. The only
thing to do is go with the flow.
Single Taureans who meet a po-
tential partner are advised to tone
down their approach. Your listen-
ing skills are appreciated by a
friend this weekend.

GEMINI (May 22-June 21):
Geminis suffering from cabin fe-
ver should make the
effort to venture fur-
ther afield than usual
this weekend. Even if
wet weather inspires you to do
nothing more than curl up inside,
getting out and about will clear
your head. Although there is no
action you can take to sort out
current work-related problems,
solutions will come out of the
blue next month.
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ANSWERS TO LAST WEEK’S

MONSTER QUIZ

1. Coconut; 2. Arnhem; 3. Whitehorse; 4. Phar
Lap; 5. Götterdämmerung (Wagner’s Ring
Cycle); 6. Thomas à Beckett; 7. 1861; 8. John
Denver; 9. On Golden Pond; 10. Addis Ababa;
11. Western Samoa; 12. Chris Evert; 13. Tracy
Austin; 14. Liberia; 15. Magician; 16. Turkish;
17. New Guinea; 18. Russia; 19. Lampang; 20.
Blarney Stone.

Get your brain
in gear with

The Monster Quiz

Never
a Cross
Word!

the Fthe Fthe Fthe Fthe Fun Pageun Pageun Pageun Pageun Page

for allfor allfor allfor allfor all

the Fthe Fthe Fthe Fthe Familyamilyamilyamilyamily

KKKKKIDSIDSIDSIDSIDS

Brain Buster!!
Q. Fast Eddy was driving his new Ferrari at high
speed when he felt thirsty, so he slammed on the
brakes outside the Wheelie Bar. Nine police cars
had been chasing him and when he stopped, the
result was a huge pile-up as the first cop car hit
the Ferrari, the second hit the first, and so on.

How many bumpers were damaged?

A. 18

Hidden in the grid below are the names of at least 20
airlines. The names may read vertically, horizontally or
diagonally. They may also read right-to-left or down-to-
up. See if you can find more than your family or friends.

Score: 10 or more, good; 15 or more, very good; 20 or
more, excellent.

Hidden Words

J P N N F C W A D K F I G I I

A S N A H T F U L I R B I A R

A R M E R Z K S N L I E R H L

A L V O Y I C N R U A R O T E

S E O E C A A G E M N I L P K

G Y R T L I M N R I I A Y R U

G F K O R A Q U O O T P M T X

E A Q W F V M X W G R Q P A V

U L S A E L M D D S A S I F X

H B A Q S L O G M A M R C H Z

N O T A K I T T K I O U D Q U

C T N J F J A U B Y S B J B S

H A A Y S U K N J V K Z V F A

B A Q M E D N I A Z W W P G Z

Y L W X G T L V W Y E F J T A

E E O D K Z K L H N X K C S Q

O T S Z M L A A S T F P W I S

C N A X C U I G T B K X B F P

U G J G D L V E R S K Z L W T

P P M A A Z S N A H X M K A J

G X J T B N F C I G A R U D A

R G I R A V T Q P G E O T Y H

X L E M I R A T E S R U T H W

A D E T I N U F B C O I Z A G

D P V J L R S S S J M Y V R V
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Problems with an extra-marital affair?
Questions about Thai culture?
Having communications problems?
Need somebody to Love?

ASK KHUN WANIDA! MOMMA DUCK

Fax 076-213971 or email momma@phuketgazette.net

Read her advice in the Phuket Gazette.

Across

1. American soldiers.
3. Tree flowers.
7. In favor of.
8. Big fuss.
9. 78s, 45s or 33s.
10. Baikal or Lugano, for ex-

ample.
14. Join two pieces of metal.
16. The one after Virgo.
17. Cow meat.
19. Garden entrance, maybe.
24. Tenth month.
25. Father.
26. Square root of one.
27. She followed the yellow

brick road.
28. Not happy.

Down

1. Arthurian quest goal.
2. Scare a horse.

3. Make other people yawn.
4. Killer whale.
5. Heavy suit material.
6. Pondered.
11. Beer.
12. Santa’s helper.
13. Japanese sash.
14. A dog’s tail may do this.
15. Rent out a dwelling.

17. A bunch of chicks.
18. Go into.
20. South American mountain

range.
21. Finished.
22. Help a criminal.
23. Helen’s home town.

Solution next week

1. In medieval Britain,
what would you buy
from a bodger?

2. Where was the Treaty
of the European Union
signed?

3. Who wrote, “To travel
hopefully is a better
thing than to arrive”?

4. An ampersand may be
used in lieu of which
word?

5. Before turning to sing-
ing, how did Perry Co-
mo earned a living?

6. Which US president’s
face is on the $100,000
bill?

7. What gets it name from
its inventor, Col John
Taliaferro Thompson?

8. Yuri Gagarin was the
first man in space. Who
was second?

9. In which sport did Bobby
Hull and Bobby Orr ex-
cel?

10. Which US state is also
known as the Land of En-
chantment?

11. Calais is at one end of the
Channel Tunnel. Which
town is at the other end?

12. King Zog was monarch
of which country from
1925 to 1939?

13. Who was super heavy-
weight boxing champion
in the 1988 Olympics?

14. What color is the na-
tional flag of Libya?

15. Which US state is be-
tween Texas and Mis-
sissippi?

16. Which movie star was
born Daniel Michaeli?

17. Who was prime minis-
ter of Britain immedi-
ately before Margaret
Thatcher?

18. What is the official lan-
guage of Andorra?

19. Name the car Craig
Breedlove used to break
to 600mph land speed
record in 1965.

20. Whom do the French
remember on May 14?

Answers next week.
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Off the
SHELF
By James Eckardt

COMPUTER
KHUN WOODY’S

When you’ve got the superyacht, the Porsche 911 and the
Champagne girlfriend, make your friends jealous by publishing pix of
your fabulous lifestyle on your own website.

Share photos
through a host,

not by post

Woody Leonhard has written  a
number of books in the “...for
Dummies” series on computing.
Readers can contact him at:
woody@khunwoody.com

Jonathan Lethem’s latest
novel is called The Fortress
of Solitude (Doubleday,
New York, 2003, 511pp)

which, as any comic book aficio-
nado can tell you, was Super-
man’s secret abode at the North
Pole.

Comic books do indeed
draw together the three main
characters of this novel and it’s
only appropriate that Michael
Chabon, the Pulit-
zer Prize-winning
author of The Ama-
zing Adventures of
Kavalier and Clay,
the tale of two
Brooklyn friends
who invented a
comic book hero,
should contribute a
back-cover blurb:
“. . . [Lethem] cap-
tures precisely – as
only a great novel-
ist can – how it feels to love the
world that is, on a daily basis,
kicking your ass.”

The kid getting his ass
kicked is Dylan Ebdus and his
crime is being white in Gowanus,
a black and Puerto Rican neigh-
borhood in Brooklyn.

His liberal Jewish mother
brags on the phone that Dylan is
one of only three
white kids not just in
his third grade class
but in the entire
school.

The shelves of
American literature
– from Uncle Tom’s
Cabin to To Kill a
Mockingbird –
groan with tales of
nasty whites inflict-
ing suffering on
helpless blacks.
Here the plot is re-
versed, with black
kids constantly
mugging helpless
Dylan and stealing
his money. And
here is his view of
the world out in the
mean streets of
Brooklyn in the
1970s:

“ R a b b i t -
furred parka hood laced tight
around his neck, tunnel vision
further reduced by his bowed
head, the boy’s narrowed view
consists only of his own ribbed
Converse sneaker toes shoot-
ing forward in alternation
through a fur-lined oval win-
dow of rushing-past pavement.
He walks this way along At-
lantic Avenue to Flatbush and
Fourth, hands plunged in pock-
ets, winter giving a certain mini-
mal cover, a chance to mask
hand, face, all whiteness.”

Through his love of comic
book heroes, he forms a bond
with a half-black kid – Mingus
Rude, son of a once-famous soul

singer – who has moved into the
house opposite his own.

Comic books also bring him
close, reluctantly, with the other
white nerd in his junior high school
class, Arthur Lomb, whose big
ambition is to pass the entrance
test to an élite high school in Man-
hattan and thus escape persecu-
tion. Of Arthur Lomb Lethem
writes:

“His monologues were all
b row-fur rowed
and lip-pursed, cra-
ven machinations
cut with philosophi-
cal asides and vice
versa. His jabber
had a glottal,
chanted quality,
seemingly designed
to guide you past
the territory where
you might wish to
tell him to shut up
already or even to

strike him, into a realm of baffled
wonderment as you considered
the white noise of a nerd’s id in
full song.”

There are any number of
bravura passages like this in the
novel which, sometimes, does go
over the top. In keeping with the
comic book theme, Dylan ac-
quires a ring from an old derelict

which enables his
friend Mingus to fly
like a superhero,
saving Dylan from
comic-book mug-
ging situations.

I r o n i c a l l y ,
when Dylan intro-
duces Arthur to
Mingus, the white
kid decides to be-
come black, aping
the clothes and slang
and going on graffiti
raids and, later, drug
deals with Mingus.

Ironically too,
it’s Dylan who gets
into the élite high
school and later a
posh Vermont col-
lege.

The book then
jumps to Dylan’s
adulthood in 1999 in
Berkeley, California,

where he is living and fighting
with his black girlfriend who is
rich, scholarly and chronically de-
pressed. Dylan is a rock journal-
ist, a prolific writer of album
notes.

A reunion with his father
leads him to return to his old
neighborhood, gentrified now and
called Boerum Hill. Arthur is a
wealthy landlord and Mingus is
in prison for crack dealing.

Dylan heads off to the
prison intent on springing Mingus
with the magical ring, which now
allows him to become invisible.

Preposterous?
Yes, but the force of the

writing drives you to the very end.

A weird childhood
in Brooklyn

‘His monologues
were all brow-

furrowed and lip-
pursed, craven

machinations cut
with philosophical
asides and vice

versa.’

One of the best ways to
share photos with
friends is to post them
on a website. It’s more

efficient and practical than send-
ing lots of emails with attach-
ments. Many websites that host
photos are fairly private – the
URL to the web page featuring
your photos is not given out to the
public, and most sites will host
the photos only temporarily.

But what’s the best way to
do it? There are some subscrip-
tion services that let you share
photos, though these services are
rather simple and often quite lim-
ited. The good news is that it is
just as easy to make your own
site using the resources you al-
ready have.

Most Internet Service Pro-
viders (ISPs) include some “web
space” as part of their offering.
As long as you don’t exceed the
disk space limit, this is a cheap
way to post your photos.

If you have no web space,
there are plenty of companies that
offer low-cost services, including
Dundee Internet (www.dundee.
net) and FutureQuest Inc (www.
futurequest.net).

Another option is to host the
website on your own computer
via an ADSL connection with a
static IP address or dynamic
mapping service, but this method
is for advanced users and has
various risks – not to mention that
consistent ADSL connection
speeds in Phuket are still hard to
come by.

Most digital images are
large, at least 1MB or more, so
displaying many of them on a web
page can take a long time to load.
The solution is to provide “thumb-
nails” – small versions of the full-
size pictures.

A simple web page of pho-
tos has a lot of thumbnails. When
you click on one of these, the full
image appears in the browser
window. There are more compli-
cated options available, for ex-
ample a series of thumbnails on
the side or the bottom and the full-
size image taking up the rest of
the page, just like the filmstrip
view in Windows XP.

Using such frills and de-
signs can make the photo gallery
look either really cool or incred-
ibly messy. Complicated layouts
are fine for about 50 to 100 im-
ages, but look choked when the
gallery gets too large.

It’s also worth remember-
ing that the more “elegant” web
designs may require particular
browsers, or even a particular
version of a certain browser. For
maximum compatibility – and less
complaints from frustrated
friends or relatives – it is better
to go for a simple web design.

Thankfully, making a snazzy
web design is quite easy, as there
are plenty of tools available to
make thumbnails and web pages.

The first place to look is
among the software you may al-
ready have. Any digital camera

or scanner comes with software
that can probably make web
pages from groups of photos.
For example, Adobe’s Photo-
shop Elements (www.adobe.
com), a stripped-down version
of the popular Photoshop soft-
ware, seems to be bundled with
every second box of software I
open these days.

The recent versions of
FrontPage have a Photo Gallery
option under Insert | Picture that
will take a group of images and
turn them into a fancy web
page.

There are some small and
effective pro-
grams that will
take a group of
images and
make pages and
thumbnails in a straightforward
way. I’ve been using a simple
freeware program from Matthew
Monroe called HTML Photo
Gallery Cataloger (www.
alchemistmatt.com).

This will make thumbnails
and a simple web page with links
to the main images. The result is
basic, but you can make any
changes you like.

One important point: make
sure that you back up your origi-
nal photos because, if you make
a mistake, you may find that you
have reduced the size of the origi-
nals while converting them for
web use.

Once you’ve created the
picture gallery you’ll probably
want to customize it to some ex-
tent. Regardless of how you’ve
created the gallery, you can open
it in FrontPage (or any other
website editor) and change it.

Be careful when making
changes that you don’t “break”
the pages, including breaking any
links to full-size pictures. This
applies especially to the more
complicated designs that have a

lot of code behind the scenes.
Whatever you do and how-

ever you do it, make sure you test
the website before going public
with it. In FrontPage, save all
web pages then choose File | Pre-
view in Browser. If you think
friends or relatives may be using
older computers, preview the site
in 640 x 480 resolution.

I usually put some com-
ments on the opening web page
to help viewers. Most impor-
tantly, I tell them how to copy
images to their own computers:
“To copy any photo to your com-
puter from Internet Explorer:

Right-click with
your mouse on
the full size im-
age and choose:
Save Picture

As... then choose a place to save
it on your computer.”

Once you’ve made and
checked your photo gallery, you
can publish it with FrontPage us-
ing File | Publish Site or an FTP
program like the venerable WS-
FTP (www.ipswitch.com).

Depending on the size of the
gallery and images, transferring
your files and images to your
website may take some time, es-
pecially if you have a dial-up con-
nection. If you have a broadband
connection make sure you don’t
exceed download/upload limits.

One side-benefit of making
a website is that it can also be
copied to a CD or DVD. Any-
one you give the disk to can click
on the index.htm file in the root
folder to launch the browser and
view the contents just like a nor-
mal website, except of course
that it will be much faster.



F E A T U R E SJuly 17 - 23, 2004 P H U K E T  G A Z E T T E 17

Battling breathless emotion

THE LAW

LAYING
DOWN

With Friedrich
‘Sam’ Fauma

At home, it pays to
look before you leak

ALTERNATIVE

HEALTH
By Rhonda Ann Clarke

Not everyone believes that
Western medicine or
conventional exercise
regimens have all the
answers to maintaining
good health.

Many alternative forms of
therapy are advocated by a
variety of people in Phuket.
Here is one such view.

We all have different
ways of dealing
with our emotions.
Some of us bottle

them up, some blow them out and
yet others seem somehow to
avoid emotions altogether.

The word emotion is actu-
ally e-motion, or energy (put into
motion). That is what our emo-
tions do; they move energy and
set events in motion.

Learning and then employ-
ing techniques to release trapped
energy can bring happiness into
our lives. Blocking emotions – or
trapping this moving energy inside
our bodies – creates an imbalance
which can lead to physical prob-
lems.

We tend to treat physical
symptoms instead of consciously
getting to the core of the emo-
tional energy block.

When we are stressed, the
body’s automatic reaction is to
make our breathing shallower,
which holds this energy inside our
bodies. Some therapists have
found that the most effective way
to cleanse the body of emotional
toxins is to consciously breathe
in and out, one breath immedi-
ately following the next, without
pausing.

This simple breathing tech-
nique is called “breathwork” and
the effects of over-oxygenating
our bodies and forcing the trapped
energy to come out are dramatic,
immediate and permanent.

Many years ago, this
breathing technique was advo-
cated by therapists who realized
that the trauma of being born af-
fected people throughout their
lives. This breathing technique
was first called “rebirthing”.

Therapists later recognized
that this technique not only re-
leases emotional trauma left over
from birth, but also allows emo-
tional stress from childhood and
adulthood to escape. They there-
fore renamed it breathwork.

The effect is that you re-
lease the deepest, most intense
layers of emotions from past ex-
periences. These experiences
are often hidden from the con-
scious mind but breathwork al-
lows them to be expressed in a
safe way.

And yes, once released, the
effect is permanent; the old,
heavy painful feelings actually go
away leaving you feeling freer
and more content.

The thought of doing a
breathwork session can be fright-
ening at first. You cannot plan
what will come out because
whatever emotion is ready to ex-
press itself will appear.

Almost everyone has expe-

rienced some form of physical or
emotional abuse in their lives that
is unique to them (and at which
time they had no conscious out-
let for these feelings) and these
emotions remain trapped inside
the body.

As a result, everyone has a
different experience during the
sessions. Sometimes you cry with
sadness, laugh with joy, scream
with anger or quiver with fear.
The emotional layer or layers to
be released will be released only
when good and ready. It feels
fantastic when it happens.

It is vital to begin these ses-
sions with a trained, compassion-
ate breathwork practitioner, as the
depth and intensity of the feelings
expressed can be overwhelming
at first.

Once you have gone through
breathwork a few times, you will
gain the confidence to do this
consciously connected breathing
technique on your own at home.

This technique is also very
effective in the water; many ses-
sions have been done in the ocean
with a mask and snorkel. It’s a
less intense but equally beautiful
sensation.

The amount of emotion re-
leased in one session is totally up

to the individual because you con-
trol how much emotion you feel.
But the corollary is that the more
you control things, the slower the
release will be.

However, as you progress
through the sessions, you will be
able to access deeper layers of
suppressed emotions.

Often after a session, you
feel like every last drop of emo-
tion has been wrung out of you,
but in fact there are many layers
left to uncover.

The number of sessions you
need depends on how ready and
willing you are to experience such
intense feelings. When you ex-
perience this intensity, it’s impor-
tant to trust that you can continue
through it no matter how strong
or unpleasant it seems.

An indication that you don’t
need any more sessions is when
you stop reacting with fear, anxi-
ety, or anger to certain situations
that come up in your life.

What is there to lose? It’s
safe and it’s effective. Try it.

Find out more about breathwork
by calling Rhonda Ann Clarke
at Tel: 01-7975065 or visiting
The Movement Center’s website
at: www.phuketmoves.com

The problems people in
Phuket encounter
when building a home
apply equally to Thais

and foreigners. An example is
this story of Ms G, a Thai lady
who moved to Phuket quite
some time ago .

Ms G bought some land and
started to build a house.

She employed a building
contractor, who took quite some
time to complete the construction,
but finally Ms G moved into her
house.

During the first days of the
rainy season Ms G discovered
that the roof leaked. As there was
still a one-year guar-
antee on the con-
struction, Ms G called
the contractor and
asked him to repair
the roof, which the
contractor did.

Unfortunately,
the next time it rain-
ed the roof leaked
again. Despite the
contractor coming
to fix the roof many
times, there were leaks each
time it rained.

Ms G asked the builder to
fix the roof one more time, but
this time he did not show up.

She decided to take the con-
tractor to court and sought legal

advice about what she could do
to get the contractor to repair her
roof properly.

She first had to get an inde-
pendent engineer to certify why
the roof leaked, and it was then
that she found out that the roof
structure was fundamentally
wrong.

The entire roof and all sup-
ports would need to
be changed in order
to put an end to the
leaks

Finding an inde-
pendent engineer pre-
pared to do this was
not easy, especially as
the engineer will have
to appear in court as
the main witness.

Ms G, however,
now has her report

and is ready to file a case against
the contractor in court, which will
take some time to come to its de-
cision.

In the meantime, Ms G’s
roof will still leak. So she has de-
cided to pay for the repairs out

of her own pocket and recover
the cost later through the court,
in the form of damages.

However, whether the
contractor will have enough
money to pay any damages the
court awards remains to be
seen. It may be necessary to get

an order to have the contractor’s
assets frozen and sold at auction,
which will take even more time.

In addition to this, Ms G also
has to pay for court and legal
fees.

And while she is waiting for
the repairs to be made, her roof
continues to leak, which is caus-
ing water damage to the walls and
floors of her home.

So, when building a house it
is good advice to employ an in-
dependent surveyor to be at the
building site during construction
to see that all the work is done
properly.

It is also prudent to hold
back some payment from the
contractor as an assurance that
any necessary repairs after
completion will be made.

Whether the
contractor has
enough money

to pay any
damages the
court awards
remains to be

seen
Patong Beach

Gift Shop at Patong Merlin Hotel
Tel: 076-340037-41

Gift Shop at Novotel Phuket Resort
Tel: 076-342777

Get your Phuket Gazette from these hotel kiosks:

Kata/Karon Beach
Gift Shop Sand at Karon Royal

Wing
Tel: 076-396148

Gift Shop at Kata Beach Resort
Tel: 076-330530

and  at 152 other places around the island.

Surin Beach
Gift Shop Sand at The Chedi

Tel: 076-324017-20

Tri Trang Beach
Gift Shop at Merlin Beach Resort

Tel: 076-294300

Mai Khao Beach
Siam Gallery at JW Marriott

Tel: 076-338133

Nai Harn Beach
La Boutique at Le Royal Meridien

Phuket Yacht Club
Tel: 076-381156-63

This column is compiled from the
collective experience of the
partners in the International
Law Office, Phuket City. Tel:
076-222191-5. Fax: 076-222-
196. Email: interlaw@ loxinfo.
co.th.
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It’s time to get on the bus

Vendor removal bad
for Phuket tourism

Releasing the official results of the third annual Patong Beach Sur-
vey (see news pages), the eight hotels that funded the research pressed
for the introduction of bus services linking island beaches as one of
the ways that Patong’s image among tourists could be improved.

As the survey demonstrated, the need for public transport link-
ing Kata/Karon to Patong is painfully obvious – even to first-time
visitors. Since the survey’s inception, tourists have consistently cited
rip-offs by tuk-tuk drivers as being among their most negative expe-
riences on the island.

Ten years ago a songtaew service between Patong and Karon
was established, but it was only three days before the driver was
pulled from his vehicle and beaten senseless for having the audacity
to come up against the forces that control transport along the coast
road.

Not surprisingly, no other private operators have since ap-
proached the Provincial Transportation Office about taking over the
route – and Patong continues to suffer. It is interesting to compare
Phuket’s public transport system (if it can be called a system) with
those of other provinces. In Songkhla, it is possible to travel all the
way from Songkhla Town to Haad Yai International Airport, a dis-
tance of at least 40 kilometers, for less than 30 baht. In Patong, tuk-
tuk drivers collude to extort a minimum of 100 baht for any distance,
no matter how short. Tourists have no option but to pay because
there is no alternative. This is the very definition of collusion.

Even Pattaya, the crowning jewel in a province that has long
held a reputation as Thailand’s most corrupt, has introduced air-con-
ditioned public buses. Research by a land transport expert has shown
that 98% of residents favor the new buses over the baht-bus coop-
erative, citing the politeness of the drivers, the convenience and the
boost to the city’s image.

If the forces that conspire to control transport in Patong are too
intimidating to be overcome by the private sector, the government
must take the initiative. Under the Governor’s CEO powers, it would
be easy to authorize the Tourist Police, for example, to provide secu-
rity for the service. Vested interests might resort to violence (indeed,
they already have) against individuals trying to earn a living by pro-
viding the public with an honest service, but it is unlikely they would
do so against members of the Royal Thai Police.

Another finding of the survey is that tourists have become less
aware of the presence of the Tourist Police in Patong. Having the
Tourist Police protect a badly-needed public transport system would
not only raise their profile; it would probably turn them into heroes
overnight.

Countless people, Thai and
farang, enjoyed dining at the res-
taurants that bordered Rawai
Beach – particularly on Sunday
afternoons – over the past 25
years. But now the restaurants
are no more.

I wonder at the people sup-
posedly in charge of Phuket, and
their grand plan for improving the
island. It seems to me that they
are intent on destroying some of
the local culture.

Dejected diner
Phuket

I for one would like to say how
saddened I am by the removal of
the food vendors from Rawai
Beach, which, with so many boats
moored there, is not suitable for
bathing.

Having somewhere to eat
with a view of the sea and the
boats should have been consid-
ered an asset to the community.
It certainly was, judging by the
large number of Thai families that
used to eat there at the weekends
and on public holidays.

Another backward step for
Phuket’s tourism industry.

Roger Neill
Chalong

Rawai will never be
the same again

On Saturday, June 26, at around
noon, the dial tone on our house
phone suddenly died. Knowing
that the Telephone Organization
of Thailand (TOT) often blames
the wiring from the telegraph pole
in the street to the house, I
checked the line at the pole using
a rigged telephone. This test con-
firmed that the line at the pole
was dead.

First thing on Monday mor-
ning my wife and I went in per-
son to the TOT telephone office
on Chao Fa West Rd to report the
problem. We were told the prob-
lem was “already being attended
to”.

On Tuesday morning the
phone was still dead, so we went
to the TOT office again. This
time we saw the supervisor, K.
Kamol. He received us in a
friendly and courteous manner,
and said that he would send a re-
pairman out “soon”.

At 3:30 pm, my wife went
again to the TOT office to ask
what had been done. She spoke
with a younger man this time and
at the conclusion of their brief
conversation, he said, “Your hus-
band is farang. What sort of ser-
vice does he expect? This is Thai-
land.”

On Wednesday morning at
9 am, my wife again went to the
TOT office and was told that the

problem would be taken care of.
Another phone call to the TOT
late in the afternoon solicited the
response that the line was fixed.
When my wife told the telephon-
ist that our line was still dead, the
girl then said, “Oh, then it is being
done now.”

On Thursday morning I
went in person with a Thai friend,
K. Gai, and spoke with   K. Ka-
mol again. He said that somebody
would be out later that morning
or at 1 pm.

We waited in until 3 pm
when my wife and I drove to the
TOT office in Phuket City and
met with the Customer Service
Manager, K. Boonsri.

K. Boonsri immediately
made several phone calls and told
us that a technician would be out
and making repairs before we
arrived home. We received a call
to our house phone at 3:45 pm
confirming that the problem had
finally been fixed.

As a result of all this I have
not been able to go online, or make
or receive calls for almost a
week, and apart from K. Boonsri,
I cannot say that I have received
any sort of service.

Government spokespeople
are quoted in almost every edi-
tion of the Gazette as saying that
Phuket will become  a “Cyber
City”  rivalling places like Sing-
apore or Hong Kong.

With two- to four-hour
power cuts happening almost ev-
ery week, and a telephone ser-
vice that takes six days to fix, I
am compelled to ask when and
how Phuket can achieve this.

I feel sure that your read-
ers as well as myself would ap-
preciate a response from a
spokesperson at TOT.

John Darroch
Chalong

Cyber City seems to
be a long way off

Following the wholesale removal
of the “illegal” vendors on Rawai
Beach, can we now expect the
same for the cacophony of
karaoke bars operating along

Will illegal karaokes
be the next to go?

Patak Road in Chalong? These
must surely must be operating il-
legally in view of their not con-
forming to the law requiring them
to operate inside, behind glass
doors. And if not, why not?

Ranca Trollope
Chalong
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PERSON
FIRST

Want to know how to get something done? Can’t
understand some of the dafter things that seem

to go on in Phuket? Want to pitch an idea to
Phuket’s authorities or institutions? Then this is

the forum for you. Submit your queries or
suggestions to us and we’ll ask the appropriate

people to respond to them.

Write to: The Phuket Gazette, 367/2 Yaowarat Rd, Muang,

Phuket 83000. Fax 076-213971, or submit your issue at

www.phuketgazette.net

ANSWERSANSWERS
Issues&Issues&

Chalermlak Kebsup is the Democrat MP for Phuket
District 2. She is also a former Patong town coun-
cil President and heir to the political throne of one
of Patong’s most powerful families.

With her sister Yanyong Kebsup now em-
broiled in the ongoing SorPorKor 4-01 land inves-
tigation, the Gazette asked K. Chalermlak whether
or not she thinks the land probe has been used
by the Government as more of a political tool than
a genuine attempt at justice, and what issues she
feels the government should be tackling in Phuket
in the run-up to the next round of parliamentary
elections, scheduled to take place during or be-
fore February next year.

Land probe and political machinations
The ongoing land investi-

gation is only one of the
problems facing Phuket.
The biggest problem is

the environment.
     Our natural resources in
Phuket have been destroyed, es-
pecially the forest areas.

This destruction is not just
in Forestry Department land or
other public land holdings, but
also includes deforestation of pri-
vately held land.

If we don’t decide defini-
tively what kind of business can
be conducted on private land, in-
vestors will continue to be able
to do anything they want, such as
cutting down trees. Some public
land has also been encroached
upon and trees destroyed. This
situation has worsened.

On the eastern side of
Thalang district, especially in
Tambon Pa Khlok, where there
are mangroves, there are shrimp
farms that are involved in land title
controversies. People there say
they have land titles to cover their
shrimp farms. It’s the responsi-
bility of the Forestry Department
office to find out the truth.

If the shrimp farmers have
clean land titles, we can’t do any-
thing about [mangroves being cut
down]. But if the officials can
prove that it’s Forestry land, it
should be returned to the public.

Pa Khlok is developing.
There is now a golf course, ho-
tels and other buildings. It’s nor-
mal to have more construction
when an area is growing. Devel-
opment gives local residents new
ways to earn a living.

However, the provincial
government should have good
town planning [for this area], oth-
erwise Pa Khlok and the rest of
Thalang District will change [for
the worse].

When it comes to the [con-
troversy over] tin mine conces-
sions in the Cherng Talay area,
I’m not quite sure about [the past
history] of those lands, but I have
talked to older local people who

know about the tin mining period.
People who wanted to mine

tin on public land needed permis-
sion from the government
[through the Mineral Resources
Department], as did those min-
ing private land.

When the concession ex-
pired [or all the tin was ex-
tracted], public land was sup-
posed to be returned to the state.
If the mining was on private land,
however, the land would remain
the owner’s private property.

Land encroachment is an-
other chronic problem. Officers
have always had to keep an eye
out for this, but never before was
it [such a public matter] as it has
become in the past two years.

There were cases some
time ago on Koh Sireh in which
land titles were revoked. The in-
vestigators handled the investiga-
tion steadily, case by case.

In fact, if you ask villagers
whether the investigation proce-
dures have changed, they will
probably say ‘no’. What they will
tell you is that the publicity sur-
rounding land investigations has
really changed.

Government officials are
investigating land issues in many
provinces, but there is criticism

and suspicion that it’s only in
Democrat Party strongholds that
the investigations are carried out
strictly.

People feel uncomfortable
about what the government is
doing. They feel it is unfair. The
government should consider this
more thoroughly.

Phuket does have land
problems, but it’s not suitable for
the government to trumpet this,
because Phuket is a tourist desti-
nation. People both in Thailand
and around the world are inter-
ested in the island and know what
is happening here.

Why do [the government]
have to press the land issue in
Phuket? Do they have any [ulte-
rior] reasons or tricks behind this?

We have to ask the govern-
ment why they do this. I wonder
why they created so much con-
troversy then let the matter rest,
only to stir up the issue again with
national elections approaching.

They have announced
twice already that illegally issued
land titles were to be revoked, but
there has been no progress.
Newspapers ran stories about
revocation of SorPorKor land
titles, but these reports too have
lacked clarity.

It’s a problem for villagers
because they are not familiar with
government organizations and are
afraid to meet with them. If the
officers have some [investigation]
in progress, they should keep the
villagers informed.

Villagers shouldn’t have to
worry about this every time an
election approaches.

Phuket is developing and
land prices are increasing. Hav-
ing a few rai of land is like carry-
ing a large amount of money. This
makes many people want to own
land, but it’s only a small group
of people who encroach on pub-
lic land to achieve this.

It’s also impossible for any-
one to come into possession of
public land without the collusion
of civil servants.

Newin Chidchob [Deputy
Minister of Agriculture and Co-
operatives, from Surin Province]
said that Phuket would be a “pi-
lot province” in solving land issues
and reallocating land to villagers
to earn a living. But after scaring
people in Phuket, the authorities
have done nothing [in terms of
giving land to poor farmers].

Such reallocations have al-
ready been carried out in other
regions, most notably Isarn. Why

do [government assistance pro-
grams] always seem to focus on
the Northeast [where K. Newin
comes from]?

K. Newin may say that
there are many people and many
urgent problems in Isarn.

I find it difficult to comment
on this objectively.

We are being treated un-
fairly because news has been
spread that Phuket people are
deceitful. I just talked with my
sister about her land title [prob-
lem]. She has been very much
affected by this matter. She
bought a piece of land that was
later declared to have an illegally
issued land title. But so far, [no
civil servant] has been found to
have been responsible.

My sister asked for docu-
ments to prove her land title was
issued illegally by the Land Of-
fice, but none have been pro-
vided. She is not allowed to do
anything on her [disputed] land
while the title is under investiga-
tion, but she still has to pay inter-
est to the bank [which financed
the purchase].

The way government offic-
ers act is not fair. It affects inno-
cent people. Some government
agencies involved in the investi-
gation have made innocent people
look bad in public. It’s probably
because K. Yanyong is my sister
that the government is pursuing
this case.

The land issue also affects
investment in Phuket. Foreign in-
vestors have lost confidence in
land titles issued by government
officers. Officers now have to
confirm repeatedly that the land
titles are completely legal, even
though the titles were issued by
[their colleagues].

I can’t really can say if the
government will be able to solve
this problem. If they are sincere,
it could be done.

But if they just want to make
headlines, they won’t solve it.
They will only create more prob-
lems in the future.

It seems that motorcycles in
Bangkok are being issued a new
style of license plates. They are
square, bigger and do not have a
red line across the middle like the
old ones. I recently moved to
Phuket from Koh Samui, and I
have three motobikes to re-reg-
ister. As I would like to have the
new-style number plates for my
bikes, when will they be available
in Phuket?

Also, what has motivated
the Land Transport Office to
change the style of motorbike li-
cence plates?

John Hamilton
Australia

Teerayuth Prasertphol, Chief

New-design license
plates for motorbikes

of the Phuket Provincial
Transportation Office (PPTO)
replies:
At first only motorbikes registered
in Bangkok were issued the new-
style licence plates, but now these
new-style plates are available in
the provinces, including Phuket.

The new licence plates are
indeed square, bigger and have
no red line across the middle.
They are white with black char-
acters showing the full name of
the province where the vehicle
has been registered on the top
half, with three digits below.

This style makes it much
easier for officials to identify in
which province the vehicle has
been registered.

I have visited Phuket every year
for the past 10 years on a 30-day
tourist visas but I have decided
to spend longer on my next visit.

However, an application for
a three-month tourist visa would
necessitate me  traveling to Lon-
don twice to visit the Thai Em-
bassy in order to complete my ap-
plication for a visa – they do not
accept postal applications.

Is there any means by
which I can enter Thailand on a
30-day tourist visa, and then ex-
tend it?

Paul Johns
UK

The Gazette responds:
That depends on how long

you want to stay. See http://www.
phuketgazette.net/issuesanswers/
details.asp?id=567 for an expla-

nation of how to get a 10-day
extension without leaving Phuket.

To stay longer, you can do
a “visa run” into either Myanmar
or Malaysia and come back in
again, which will give you an-
other 30 days.

If you prefer to get the visa
before you come to Thailand,
note that in addition to the Lon-
don embassy, Thailand also has
consulates in Liverpool, Bir-
mingham, Hull, Cardiff and
Glasgow.

Visa query
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Burying the stinking sea serpent

Hard lessons for
Patong eateries

EDGEWISE
By John Gilpin

By Konrad Stalin
ALL IS NOT WHAT IT SEEMS

TO O N
OWN

Itried to go for breakfast the other day
in a place that had always been a con-
tender for my annual best brekker
review. The place in question was the

English Pub on Soi Patong Resort.
But when I got there I was astonished

to learn that it had been closed for at least
three months.

Here was a place that seemed to get
everything right. It was reasonably priced,
had tasty food served promptly by polite
staff, an affable manager (despite the fact
that he was an ardent Manchester United
supporter) and a decent, air-conditioned
environment. And it was all gone. The
owners must now be wondering what one
has to do to win here.

Another bar with a different theme
just doors away is apparently also for sale,
even though this is decent spot too. The
tale of the other small sois on the south
side of Bangla seems to be similar. They
appear to be the road
least traveled in Patong’s
nightlife scene.

This does not affect
everyone, though. On the
same soi we have the leg-
endary Islander Bar,
which has been getting it
right for donkey’s years;
the ever-popular Buffalo Steak House and
the well-established meatball meisters at
The Rundgarten, with their great potato
salad and cheap-as-chips prices.

The soi is also home to the Navrang
Mahal, which last year did us the favor of
an all-you-can-eat Indian buffet. It was
great while it lasted. Please do it again.
The same street is also occupied by one
of Phuket’s most pukka chaps, master tai-
lor Jaspal. He can’t be doing too badly
because he’s opened a huge hotel in

Karon, which by all accounts is doing very
well.

So what on earth did the other guys
do wrong? Is there a limit to the number
of punters that a street can draw? Both of
those establishments really should have
thrived.

Maybe it just takes a while for it
happen in this area. I know that some of
the people on this soi went through the
pain of a few lean years at the beginning,
and for that they get the respect they de-

serve and enjoy the pa-
tronage of the same punt-
ers year in, year out.

The only other idea
I can offer is that all the
successful places I men-
tioned advertise to a
greater or lesser extent,
so maybe a bit of paid

publicity is not an optional business ex-
pense in this area.

So few places make it past their first
year that they fail to reap the benefits of
return customers. Other off-Bangla places,
like the very excellent Heroes, Football
Crazy, Phuket Island Lager Bar and TJs
know the value of repeat business. They
worked hard to establish themselves and
have stayed around long enough to now
enjoy a level of return patronage that en-
sures their continuing success.

The lesson here is that if you want
to open a watering hole, you should plan
to be around for more than a year. Also,
be prepared to experience some lean times
at the outset and make sure you take very
good personal care of everyone who
comes in.

It’s not easy being the favorite host
– the main reason why people come to
your bar. Ask any of these guys; some-
times they’d prefer to be at home watch-
ing TV, but they know that so-and-so is
coming in from Hong Kong, Leeds or
London and will expect to see them.

So t here they are, the owners, an-
swering the same dumb questions night
after night, comforting the broken-hearted,
showing new hopefuls the ropes, and try-
ing to locate every Noi, Poi, Ding or Dong
that has raised some customer’s passion.

What the successful ones understand
is that this is their job, and they have to
do it well. The list of guys who do this
job well is so long that I can’t mention
everybody here, but I can say to you all
that you should use the dreaded low sea-
son to take a well-deserved break

Whinemail: Last month saw yet another
email whingeing about my only writing
about bars where I drink. Listen pal, if I
relied on bars where I don’t drink to sup-
ply me with news and events via email,

this column would be pretty thin. In fact,
it would not even exist.

So get over it. I am unlikely to start
drinking in bars I don’t like just in the hope
that they might supply me with some use-
ful information.

Simply gone: Simple Computers has
closed down, which is a sad state of af-
fairs indeed. It was the only place I would
trust with my machine when it broke. Ap-
parently new business in Bangkok was the
main reason for the closure; they were
doing great last time I looked.

The good news is that the main tech-
nician, Hash regular Simon, is still avail-
able for computer emergencies and more.
He is the only man in Phuket who gets
new Terry Pratchett novels faster than I
do. With him and the outstanding Khun
Woody on the island, our computers
should continue to run smoothly.

Stunner: I was lucky enough to be invited
to Andy Street’s better half Julie’s party
at the new TwinPalms Hotel in Surin last
month. Although the place had not yet
officially opened, they did an outstanding
job of getting the restaurant in shape for
what was a stunning do.

Former Le Royal Meridien Phuket
Yacht Club GM Olivier Gibaud assured
me that plans are being laid for a special
“Sunday Session” Roast Carvery, with all
the trimmings.

Result? We Nolos (North Of Lotus
types) love him already. The restaurant has
been designed by one of the best design-
ers in Asia and is one of the tastiest-look-
ing modern restaurants on the island.

Iam trying to fit the clip onto
the smart silver tube in
which I carry my slim new
reading glasses. It irritates

me that the clip has broken be-
cause now I can’t clip the tube
into the little glass carrying
pouch that my daughter bought
for me in Chiang Mai, and which
I wear around my neck.

Fiddling around with things
like this is my prelude to getting
down to writing. It could be
sharpening a pencil, clipping my
nails or picking my teeth – any-

thing to put off the moment of
truth.

I have been thinking about
writing about my recent trip to
London. I took the train from
Eastbourne on the coast here in
England up to The Big Smoke for
the first time since I arrived from
Phuket a month ago.

I went up to meet an old
friend who was over from Auck-
land, Chinese-Kiwi Peter Wong.

A man with remarkable
skills, both on the pool table and
as a graphic designer, Peter has
absolutely no sense of direction
and can’t even read a map.

This is surprising consider-
ing that design and pool are all
about lines and angles and the
relationships of space and
shapes.

Peter said that on his first
day in London he went down the
road to buy a newspaper and
couldn’t find his way back to his
hotel.

He wandered around, lost
on the streets of London for a
couple of hours, before hailing a
cab. It was a two-minute journey
back to the hotel. I asked him if
he had ever got lost in his own
living room.

Pete’s story, I said, re-
minded me of when my wife and

were driving around Ireland. We
stopped at a little village on the
Kerry coast where we met a char-
acter called Michael Murphy in
a pub.

Mike told us how he walk-
ed out of his home one afternoon
to buy a box of matches and came
back 10 years later, drunk. His
wife had left him so he didn’t eat
anymore, he explained; for nour-
ishment he drank 10 pints of
Guinness a day.

After the pub closed, we

buried a rotting sea serpent –
that’s what they said it was and
that’s what it looked like – on the
beach there in the middle of the
night.

Mike and his friend Paddy
dug a hole in the sand with a
couple of shovels, tipped in the
stinking serpent, which was cov-
ered with flies, then fired shot-
guns into the sky as they do at an
IRA funeral.

Mike said the stench of the
dead creature had been disturb-

ing the nuns who were living in
a holiday house on the beach.

We then went back to
Mike’s house, which he shared
with 17 dogs, to drink poteen, a
homemade liquor so powerful
that it makes your toenails curl.
We slept soundly that night in
Mike’s flea-ridden bed.

Pete said that when he had
been in Glasgow a couple of days
earlier he had popped out of the
pub where he was drinking with
friends to a betting shop around
the corner to place a bet on the
European Cup.

But he couldn’t find his
way back to the pub. He had to
hail a cab (again) to take him
back to the pub whose name, for-
tuitously, would have been hard
to forget: it was called The
Bloody Mary.

These stories pass through
my mind while I’m looking for
the pliers to mend my glasses
case. I figure that they might be
in the wooden tuck box that used
to belong to my brother, but first
I have to remove a few cardboard
boxes that are standing on top of
the box.

S***! The bottom falls out
of one cardboard box, spilling old
tubes of glue, carving chisels,
paint scrapers and a tin of wax
polish on the floor. I put all this
back in a plastic bag, find the pli-
ers and mend the tube for my
glasses. Now I’m ready to write
about my trip to London.

Konrad Stalin may be reached at
konradstalin@hotmail.com.
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Billion Plaza ‘will be a new landmark’

Signs of grumbling from the bear
MONEY

TALKS
By Richard Watson

SAMKONG: Yet another large commer-
cial complex is now underway along the
bypass road, on the corner opposite the
Tesco-Lotus supercenter.

The development is named Billion
Plaza, to reflect the number of baht that
will eventually be invested.

Phase I, costing 300 million baht,
will comprise 59 commercial units in
Sino-Portuguese design. Each 4-story
unit will be five meters wide and 20
meters deep, with a total 320 square
meters of floor space. This phase is
scheduled for completion around the be-
ginning of 2006.

The project is being developed by
Billion Assets Plaza Co (BAP), which is
owned by business partners Pisarn
Trangkasombat and Somsri Karnjanalai.

 It is the first venture in commercial
real estate sector for the pair, who own
the Tropical Garden Resort at Kata Beach

“This will help make BAP the lead-
ing property developer in Phuket,” said
K. Pisarn, who is Managing Director. He

added that there are plans to list the firm
on the Stock Exchange of Thailand.

Project Manager Thanit Prateepna-
thalang told the Gazette that the 300 mil-
lion baht investment in Phase I did not
include purchase of the land, which was
already owned by the developers’ fami-
lies.

Prices for most Phase I units range
from 4.95 million baht to 7.95 million
baht, though the corner unit directly fac-
ing the intersection is priced at 17.9 mil-
lion baht. Potential buyers will be able to
finance their purchases though Bank of
Ayudhya, Siam City Bank or Siam Com-
mercial bank, K. Thanit said.

Puchasers will be required to adhere
to the project’s green-and-white design
theme, but there will be no restrictions on
the type of business activity to be con-
ducted; K. Thanit said that BAP believes
noisy or dirty businesses will not be at-
tracted to such an upscale development.

Among the businesses expected to
be attracted are dental clinics, mobile-
phone shops, information technology
businesses and tour agencies, he said.

K. Thanit explained that only half
of the total eight rai of the first phase will
be built-up; the remainder has been re-
served for rest areas, gardens, access roads
and parking.

He expects many business operators
to use the bottom floors for business and
to live in the upper stories.

A private security firm will be hired
to provide around-the-clock security for
residents.

The project is being promoted at the
“Architect Engineering Exhibition” at the
Royal Phuket City Hotel from July 15 to
18 , during which potential buyers can
reserve units.

About 20 units have already been
reserved and the project’s second and third
phases, to be named “Billion Plaza 2” and
“Billion Plaza 3” respectively, are already
in the planning stages.

K. Thanit is confident that the qual-
ity and location of Billion Plaza will re-
sult in all units being sold quickly, gener-
ating around 100 million baht in profit for
the developers.

Phase II, which is expected to gen-

erate about 500 million baht in sales, will
be built on an adjacent 14-rai plot south
of the Phase I property, and will consist
of 60 units following the same design plan
as in Phase I.

The developers are also planning to
build a seven-story five-star hotel as part
of Phase II.

Phase III will be on another adjacent
lot of 15 rai along the Samkong-Kathu Rd,
and is being planned as a residential de-
velopment.

“The entire 37-rai development, with
a commercial complex, luxury hotel and
housing development, will help transform
the area around Samkong Intersection into
a new business district for the island,” K.
Thanit said.

“The [widening of the] bypass road
will finish concurrently with Phase I, af-
ter which people will see a beautiful new
road lined with new buildings.”

K.Thanit forecasts continued growth
in the Phuket property market. This
growth will be driven, he maintains, by
high-class people from around the world
who want to build homes in Phuket.

When the subject
of stockmar-
kets arises, so
do the twin

specters of the bull and the
bear. It is important that in-
vestors remember both ani-
mals.

This was never more
true than in the “bull market” of
the late 1990s, when those with
a bearish, or negative, view of the
market’s direction was often
scorned. The herd was in full
stampede until it ran off a cliff in
early 2000.

There are some signs that
the bears may have a point right
now as well.

Alan Greenspan, Chairman
of the US Federal Reserve (cen-
tral bank), the “Fed”, has re-
ceived widespread acclaim as an
excellent central banker. How-
ever, some people believe that he
and the rest of the board of the
US central bank have allowed
themselves to fall behind “the
curve” of inflationary pressures
in the US economy.

Central bankers are ideally
supposed to be ahead of “the
curve” – raising short-term inter-
est rates above the inflation rate
because, history tells us, when
central banks keep interest rates
below the inflation rate, damage
ensues.

When the genie of inflation
escapes from the bottle it can be
extremely difficult to recapture it
and attempts that do succeed gen-
erally end up with the economy
in recession.

Only history will tell us de-
finitively whether the Fed is cur-
rently behind the curve but if it
is, then this has global signifi-
cance because the performance
of the US economy is used by all
other markets as a yardstick.

Inflation has almost disap-

peared from most major econo-
mies over the past two decades.
Many adults today are too young
to remember the problems that it
caused from the mid-1960s to the
early 1980s.

The US economy has ben-
efited from the Fed’s combina-
tion of very low interest rates and
accommodative monetary policy
from 2001 onwards, spurred on
by the 9/11 attacks.

The US was already in re-
cession before 9/11 and the shock
of the attacks made the Federal
Reserve “bend over backwards”
to rescue the situation. This was
no ordinary recession; the stock-
market crash that accompanied
the recession, combined with the
shock of 9/11, had all the ingre-
dients to create the “perfect
storm”.

The actions of the Fed,
combined with the Bush admin-
istration’s tax cuts, put money
back into the pockets of the av-
erage American. It allowed many
people to refinance the mort-
gages on their homes at much
lower interest rates.

It also allowed the housing
sector to flourish; people might
have lost money in the stock-
market but many were more than
adequately compensated by ris-
ing real estate values.

Consumers could also buy
new vehicles at zero or near-zero
interest rates and often end up
with US$3,000 to US$4,000 cash
in hand as part of the deal.

Today’s situation is differ-

ent. The stock market reach-
ed highs early this year and
is now stuck in a limited
trading range, unable to
reach higher levels. Inves-
tors borrowed heavily at low
interest rates and huge
amounts of money were in-
vested in various areas, in-

cluding emerging market bonds
and stock markets.

These are therefore starting
to suffer as interest rates rise.
Semiconductors and securities
brokers are other sectors starting
to feel the pinch.

Interest rates in the US are
now on the rise – the 0.25% in-
crease on June 30 is only the be-
ginning of a trend. This threat-
ens the huge amounts of money
in “carry trades”, whereby money
is borrowed at low interest rates
and then invested in higher-yield-
ing areas.

Huge amounts of cash are

in the hands of hedge fund man-
agers who have been at the lead-
ing edge of these carry trades.
With a continuation of the trend
toward higher interest rates,
which is virtually certain, many
carry trades are going to have to
be unwound.

The unwinding of these
positions carries many risks, es-
pecially when one realizes that
much of this money was bor-
rowed in the US but then invested
outside it, which threatens to
have a huge impact on smaller
markets that can’t tolerate large
movements of cash (remember
Mexico in 1994 and Asia in
1997?).

Some economic models are
already warning of rising PPI
(Producer Price Inflation) or core
CPI (Consumer Price Inflation,
which ignores energy and food
prices). As interest rates rise,
such trends could lead to slow-

ing vehicle sales, lower corporate
profits, and so on.

This school of thought says
that a huge global bubble has
been caused by low interest rates
and carry trades and that this
bubble is going to burst with very
unpleasant consequences around
the world.

There are even rumors that
the US government is trying to
manipulate the stock market via
an S&P 500 futures account.

Washington has strenu-
ously denied this, but at least one
source has even published the
number of the account. Well, it
is election year.

By Kamol Pirat

Richard Watson runs Global Port-
folios Co Ltd, a Phuket-based per-
sonal financial planning service.
He can be reached at Tel and Fax:
076-381997, Mobile: 01-
0814611. Email: imm@loxinfo.
co.th.
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SURFACE
Beneath the

By Sylvie Yaffe

Recently, a wide range of
opinions have been
voiced on various as-
pects of the Phuket

dive industry. However, a view-
point that has been missing all
along is that of the Thai instruc-
tors.

To balance this out, we
spoke with two experienced Thai
dive instructors working out of
Phuket – Monton “Gai” Bumpen-
yu, who has worked in the indus-
try for more than  nine years, and
Ruethaiwan “Noon” Chakrut-
pong, who has four years’ expe-
rience.

Like their foreign counter-
parts, both seem to agree there
is a need for a greater emphasis
on regulation and conservation if
the industry is to remain prosper-
ous.

Gazette: How has the dive in-
dustry affected Phuket?

Gai: It has provided Thai
people with an opportunity to
learn from foreigners. Twenty
years ago we knew nothing about
the diving business.

Noon: It is an additional
attraction for tourism. Phuket has
the ideal environment for diving,
which brings in more money.
Also, it gives opportunities for
Thai people to work in the indus-
try.

Gazette: What are your opinions
about all the foreign instruc-
tors? Do you feel they are tak-

ing work away from Thai instruc-
tors?

Gai: I don’t make a distinc-
tion between Thai and foreign
instructors. What I think about is
the quality of the instructor. Some
foreigners are very good to the
environment, but others don’t
care because they just come
here to work. It’s not their coun-
try or their environment. Also, if
your shop has European custom-
ers, then why should [a customer]
have to choose an instructor of a
different nationality?

Noon: We need them be-
cause most of the customers are
foreigners. Thai people cannot
take care of the entire market,
especially if the student speaks a
language other than English. If

there are no foreign instructors,
then Phuket will lose the market.

Gazette: What are some of the
problems in the dive industry?

Gai: There are too many
divers and many of them are in-
experienced. They can breathe
underwater, but don’t know about
coral, the environment, and how
to take care of it.

Noon: People just want to
get as much money as possible
without thinking
about the environ-
ment. They do not
care if the divers
have been diving
for less than a year
and may damage
coral. The Similan
Islands requires
advanced diving
skills. Only divers who will not
damage the reef should be al-
lowed to dive there. Those with
low skill levels or lack of experi-
ence should not.

Gazette: What are some possible
solutions?

Gai: We have to educate
divers about the marine environ-
ment. When I worked in the
Similans, I had to inform every
diver about the coral: how fragile
it is, how slowly it grows, and
how easily it dies if touched.

Noon: Screen divers and
inform them about the level of
diving required. If they haven’t

dived in six months make it man-
datory for them to do a refresher
course [which would take only a
few hours].

Gazette: What is the biggest
threat to the reefs in the Simi-
lans?

Gai: Too many divers, in-
experienced divers and open-
water [entry level] courses still
being done in the Similans.

Noon: The number of boats
and divers. Sometimes you will
have over 50 divers at one time
on the same dive site, and not all
of them are good divers.

Gazette: What should be doen
about these problems?

Gai: Speak with the gov-
ernment, perhaps the National
Park, about controlling the level
of divers permitted in the park, to
regulate it in the same way they
do in the Maldive Islands. The
skill level, not just the certifica-
tion level, of the divers should be
checked before they dive.

Noon: Limit the amount of
boats, screen the divers before
entering the Similans and bar be-
ginners. We must think of the fu-
ture. If we start now and limit the

numbers, then we
may have less
money coming in
over the short term,
but it will be pos-
sible to have more
money coming in
over a longer pe-
riod of time.

Gazette: And if you could alter
one thing about diving around
Phuket, what would it be?

Gai: I would go back 20
years and start with better regu-
lations and enforcement. I think
it’s nearly too late. We didn’t re-
alize there was going to be a
problem until it happened.

Noon: Limit the boats and
the number of divers, and regu-
late access depending on the skill
level of the divers permitted into
the Similans.

Sylvie Yaffe is a semi-retired
dive instructor. She can be reach-
ed at sylvie@phuketgazette.net

Monton “Gai” Bumpenyu Ruethaiwan “Noon” Chakrutpong

Local views on diving issues

PHUKET CITY: The Democrat
Party Phuket branch is organiz-
ing its third annual five-a-side
futsal tournament, to take place
from July 31 to August 2 at the
Saphan Hin sports complex,
Building 1.

Competition is split into four
categories: under-11s; under-14s;
under-17s years and over-35s.
There is no open category.

Organizers explained that
there is no category for 17- to 34-
year-olds because there are
plenty of other tournaments for
them to play in. The idea of the
Democrat tourney, they said, was
to give youngsters and older
people the chance to shine.

Trophies and cash prizes in
the following amounts will be
awarded to the winning teams:
first 3,000 baht; second 2,000
baht; third 1,000 baht.

Teams have until July 20 to
enter the competition, Applica-
tions should be made at the
Phuket office of the Sports Au-
thority of Thailand, Tel: 076-
250110.

Democrats
organize

futsal
tourney

THALANG: Phuket side Suan
Aharnbaanrao 4 won the inaugu-
ral Manik Sampan Pétanque
Tournament held at Baan Manik
School on July 10.

The tournament attracted
164 players of all ages from
Phuket, Phang Nga, Ranong and
Trang provinces.

The competition was held to
encourage people to play com-
petitive pétanque and to raise
funds to pay for repairs to the
school’s buildings and to have
new gates fitted.

The tourney started at 10
am with Round 1 of the open cat-
egory, during which 52 teams of

pairs played for 32 berths in
Round 2.

After Round 2, winning
teams went on to play in Division
1 while the losers were relegated
to Division 2.

In Division 1, Suan Aharn-
baanrao 4 went on to beat Suan
Aharnbaanrao 2 in the final, with
the teams winning 7,000 baht and
4,000 baht, respectively, in prize
money.

Visitors Takuapa 5 received
2,500 baht for their efforts, which
gave them 3rd place, ahead of fel-
low Phang Nga players Tai
Muang 1 in 4th place, who won
1,500 baht.

Each of the teams that fin-
ished in the top four places also
received trophies.

In Division 2, Takuapa 10
were the “best of the rest”, win-
ning 1,000 baht, with runners-up
Kankeera 2, also from Phang
Nga, winning 500 baht.

Baan Manik teams played
well in the under-16s category,
finishing in three of the top four
places, but failing to take the top
honors. Winners Takuapa 2 re-
ceived 1,500 baht, while Manik 4
won 1,000 baht for coming sec-
ond, Manik 3 won 500 baht for
finishing third, and Manik 5 won
300 baht for coming fourth.

Phuket sides dominate pétanque

Oops – not quite far enough for one of the younger Phuket players
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Golden marathon man
raises 400,000 baht

Phuket resident Les Bird, in bib number 664, reaches the finish
line to complete the 42-kilometer 2004 Gold Coast Airport
Marathon earlier this month, thereby securing 400,000 baht in
sponsorship for the Phuket charity Life Home Project.

Mr Bird finished 144th in the men’s 50-54 years old category
in a net time of 5 hours 32 minutes 51 seconds. He was the
1,697th athlete to cross the finish line out of the 11,804 runners
on the day.

PHUKET CITY: Two fun runs
will be held on August 8 to mark
the 72nd birthday of HM Queen
Sirikit and to raise funds to buy
much-needed renal dialysis equip-
ment for the Wachira Phuket Hos-
pital.

There will be a five-kilome-
ter run for under-15-year-olds and

a 12-km run open to all, with both
courses starting and finishing at
Suan Luang on Chao Fa Rd.

To enter the under-15s cat-
egory costs 50 baht per person,
while entering the open category
costs 200 baht per person.

Registration forms are
available from the Phuket Provin-

Charity runs to mark HM the Queen’s birthday
cial Administration Organization
office at Phuket Provincial City
Hall, on Narisorn Rd, or runners
may register at Suan Luang on
the day of the races.

For more information call
the Phuket Provincial Administra-
tion Organization at Tel: 076-
211877.

PATONG: The final round of the
current Patong Darts League is
shaping up to be a cliffhanger.

With just one round to go,
In-Between and Happy Days are
level-pegging on 34 points, while
Champs are, theoretically at least,
still in contention on 31 points.

The final and deciding round
of the league will be played on
July 20.

Results of July 6 matches:
Amigos* 4 Didis 5; Happy Days*
8 Valhalla 1; Piccadilly* 6 Shak-
ers 3; Football Crazy* 4 In-Be-

tween 5; Offshore* 4 Champs 5.
(* = Winner of beer leg)

Overall standings after July 6:
In-Between (34 pts); Happy
Days (34); Champs (31); Off-
shore (28); Football Crazy (22);
Shakers (19); Piccadilly (19);
Valhalla (18); Didi’s (18); Amigos
(17).

July 20 matches (final week of
play): Champs at Amigos; Didi’s
at Football Crazy; Piccadilly at
Happy Days; Shakers at In-Be-
tween; Valhalla at Offshore.

Patong Darts League head
for a cliffhanger finale

City primary school
games get underway

By Anongnat Sartpisut

In the pink: The cheerleaders from Baan Samkong School saw their teams do well in volleyball.

PHUKET CITY: The annual
week-long sports tourney for stu-
dents attending the five govern-
ment primary schools in Phuket
City got underway at Saphan Hin
on July 10.

About 200 students aged 5
to 12, competed in a range of
sports, including volleyball, soc-
cer, table tennis, pétanque, swim-
ming, athletics and sepak takraw,
with the final day of competition
scheduled for July 17.

The games started with the
volleyball tournament. In the
boys’ competition, Muang Phuket
School beat Baan Bang Niew 2-
0, while Plookpanya beat both
Baan Samkong and Wat Kajorn-
rangsun by 2-0.

In the girl’s volleyball open-
ing matches, Baan Bang Niew
beat Wat Kajornrangsun 2-0,
while Baan Samkong beat Plook-
panya 2-0.

The soccer competition also
kicked off on July 10, with Baan
Bang Niew beating Baan Sam-
kong by a convincing 6-1, and
Plookpanya trouncing Wat Ka-
jornrangsun 9-0.

On July 11, Baan Samkong
drew with Muang Phuket 1-1,
while Baan Bang Niew matched
Plookpanya’s winning margin by
beating Wat Kajornrangsun 9-0.

Boys’ volleyball continued
on July 11, with Muang Phuket
beating Baan Samkong 2-1, Wat
Kajornrangsun beating Baan
Bang Niew 2-0, and Baan Sam-
kong redeeming their earlier loss

by beating Baan Bang Niew 2-0.
Girls’ volleyball matches

saw Baan Samkong beat Wat
Kajornrangsun 2-0, with Muang
Phuket beating Baan Bang Niew
by an identical margin.

The games continued
through  the week, with athletics
scheduled for July 16 and 17.
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Four-seat hurricane
BEHIND
WHEEL
By Jeff Heselwood

T H E

Jeff Heselwood may be contact-
ed by email at jhc@netvigator.
com.

New models of Ferrari
are somewhat rare,
and four-seater Fer-
raris are even harder

to find. We had the 456 and the
550 Maranello (later to be up-
graded to the 575), but now
Ferrari has introduced a com-
pletely new model: the breath-
taking 612 Scaglietti, which re-
places the outgoing 456.

Although the 612 was de-
signed by Pininfarina, as are the
majority of Ferraris, the name
derives from the great Sergio
Scaglietti, a Modena coachbuilder
and stylist who, during the ’50s
and ’60s, drafted some of the
most beautiful Ferrari designs
ever made.

Although the 612 is front-
engined rear-drive, the V12 en-
gine is mounted well back in the
all-aluminum chassis to give al-
most perfect weight distribution.
In addition, the six-speed gearbox
is incorporated into a transaxle at
the rear, aiding this almost per-
fect weight distribution of 46:54.

The engine, as you would
expect from a Ferrari, is mightily
impressive, delivering a magnifi-
cent 540bhp (397kW) at 7,250
rpm, while a strong torque figure
of 588Nm at 5,250rpm is quoted.

Everything about the Scag-
lietti is measured in superlatives:
Maximum speed is 320kph, while
the sprint to 100kph from a stand-
still is going to take you only four
seconds, not much longer than it
will take you to read this line.

With performance like this,
the Scaglietti can rightly claim to
be the fastest four-seater in pro-
duction. It’s substantially quicker

than the Bentley Continental and
faster even than its stablemate,
the Maserati Quattroporte (see
Gazette, May 15).

Enzo Ferrari’s first car was
built in 1940, but it was not until
1947 that the Italian first produced
one under his own name. But
Ferrari was really only interested
in racing and he turned to produc-
ing customer cars only in order
to finance the factory’s racing ac-
tivities.

In fact, Enzo is said to have
held his customers in complete
disdain, reasoning that if they were
“stupid enough to pay him money
for a car, he was quite happy to
take it”.

Enzo was born the son of
Alfredo and Adagisa Ferrari in
1898, two years after his brother
Alfredo.

His birth certificate shows
the date to be February 20, but in
actual fact the birth occurred ear-
lier, on the 18th; due to heavy snow
in the area it took his father two
days to get to the nearest town to
register the birth.

In 1908, Alfredo took his
sons to see a motor race in Bolo-
gna. Stars of the race were a pair
of gleaming red Fiats, which in-
evitably made an impact on the
younger Ferrari. Several years
later, in 1919, Enzo himself be-
came a racing driver.

Successful though he was
as a driver, it is his cars that have
been more successful, taking a
number of top drivers to world
titles, including, in the 1950s,
Alberto Ascari, legendary Ar-
gentine Juan Mañuel Fangio, and
Britain’s Mike Hawthorn; and in
the 1960s, Phil Hill and John
Surtees.

The 1970s saw Niki Lauda
take two titles for Ferrari, with
Jody Scheckter winning the driv-
ers’ championship in 1979.

Then came a long drought;
Ferrari was not to win a drivers’
title for 21 years until Michael
Schumacher won his third world

championship and his first for
Ferrari in 2000. We all know what
has happened since then.

There was a possibility that
Ferrari would to be floated on the
Milan Stock Exchange, but this
idea has been temporarily shelved
due to the financial problems cur-
rently experienced by parent com-
pany Fiat.

The problem is that if Fer-
rari is floated it becomes liable to
its shareholders – and that may
bring into question the vast
amount of money the company
sinks into its racing team.

Despite generous Marlboro
sponsorship, the resources de-

manded by the most technically
advanced racing team in the
world would surely raise eye-
brows at any shareholders’ meet-
ing.

Meanwhile, with the intro-
duction of the 612 Scaglietti, de-
mand continues to outstrip sup-
ply for Ferrari road cars – and
long may it continue to do so.

With the Ferrari racing team
so clearly outclassing the compe-
tition, perhaps Enzo is laughing at
the eager buyers from the grave.

Inside and out, the new
Ferrari 612 Scaglietti
is a stunner.

Riding
a motorcycle?

Please . . .

PHUKET PROVINCIAL

TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT

Thai law requires that
motorcycle drivers and

passengers wear a safety
helmet with the chin strap

fastened at all times –
24 hours a day.

Wear Me!
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Steven Roberto is a winemaker and res-
taurant consultant from California. He
is the Wine and Beverage Director for
the award-winning Baan Rim Pa res-
taurant in Patong. Email: stevenroberto
@lycos.com

W I N E

By Steven Roberto

Whining about wine tax is a futile exercise

menuOn the

Andy Johnstone
with

Tukiji

Comments about Thailand’s high
taxes on wine constitute the ma-
jority of mail I receive. A re-
cent Gazette article about the

reduction in tax on Australian wine, after
the Thai-Australian Free Trade Agree-
ment (Tafta) goes into effect at the be-
ginning of next year, generated many op-
timistic inquiries.

Unfortunately, the chances that
wine prices will fall any time soon are
slim. The reason is that Tafta will lower
only import tariffs, leaving the rest of the
convoluted combination of taxes and fees
intact. These include excise tax, value
added tax, Interior Ministry fees and a
host of others.

These taxes are compounded. First,
import duty is levied. Then excise is cal-
culated on the price including duty, and
so forth. Those familiar with the “plus
plus” formula used in calculating hotel
restaurant bills will be familiar with the

general concept.
Driving the final cost

even higher, the price on
which import duty is calcu-
lated includes the cost of
freight and insurance. Also,
the exchange rate used is
calculated at the time the
wine is released from bond,
not when it was purchased.
This can further drive up
expenses if the baht falls
during the interim.

How do consumers re-
act? When wine prices are high, they
switch to less expensive beverages. When
prices are more reasonable, they return to
wine. Overall, expenditures for beverages
do not change. In this zero-sum game, any
eventual reduction in the price of Austra-
lian wine would not lead to more wine pur-
chases, just more purchases of Australian
wine.

Thailand consistently
affirms its determination to be
at odds with other nations by
maintaining one of the
world’s highest taxes on
wine, which it views as a
luxury item. It is harebrained
to hope they will lower taxes
on wine simply because con-
sumers complain, so here are
some strategies for coping.

Buy wines that offer
value, not a low price. Avoid
inexpensive wines in large

supermarkets, especially the generic wines
of France, as they are usually dreary wines
that are dumped here simply because they
cannot be sold elsewhere. Check the vin-
tage; many wines shipped to Thailand are
too old.

Seek wines from overlooked nations
that strive for quality, such as South Af-
rica, Argentina, and New Zealand. These

wines are often inexpensive and delicious.
Look for the wines of small, unknown ar-
tisan producers who lack mass-market-
ing clout and must therefore ask less for
their wines.

Find a salesperson who knows wine
and ask him to contact you when a bar-
gain is available. And, always, always ask
visiting friends from abroad to bring as
much wine as they are permitted when
visiting.

That special bottle, enjoyed with
friends who have come a long way to
see you, is usually enough to put a smile
back on the face of even the most dis-
gruntled wine lover.

It was repeat viewings of The
Last Samurai that led to the
choice of Tukiji Japanese
Restaurant for a night out in

a wet Phuket City. Finding the
place, however, was something of
a challenge as there is no outdoor
sign; look for the large Step! sign
opposite the northern side en-
trance to the Robinson depart-
ment store, and cross the road.

Tukiji also serves Thai food
and offers restorative reflexology
sessions upstairs. Slightly schizo-
phrenic though this may be, the
welcome is warm, and petite
Pannaree “Pim” Na Nakorn, the
sometime manager (whose day
job is running the family’s other
business, the Herb Garden &
Spa), is attentive to customers’
needs.

My dining companion and I
are seated and al-
most before the ex-
tensive cocktail
menu is presented,
the single word saké
is uttered by said
companion. There
was, strangely, no
mention in the
drinks list of the kamikaze (di-
vine wind) cocktail. Cultural sen-
sitivity, I suppose.

K. Pim’s family have en-
joyed Japanese cuisine for many

years, and it was a long-time
Japanese associate of her family
who made the suggestion that they
open a restaurant, almost to fur-
ther a hobby.

The family listened to the
friend’s advice on everything from
Japanese protocol for bowing to
the handling of meishi (name
cards), and even went en masse
to Japan to immerse themselves
in the culture.

Ah, the hot saké arrives and
we get down to ordering from a
menu that, although it is not the
near-poetic oshinagaki of some
Tokyo restaurants, is at least com-
prehensive and features attrac-
tive, large photos of what is on
offer.

Our hashi (chopsticks) are
getting restless, but a word of
caution: use the other end of your

chopsticks if you
want to take a
piece of food from
your companions’
plate – Japanese
protocol again.

Maki sushi is
a necessary choice.
The small parcels of

vinagered sticky rice wrapped
with nori (dried seaweed) could
appear on this diner’s daily menu
from now until forever without
inducing boredom. The delicate

taste of the kappa maki (sushi
with slivers of cucumber) is en-
hanced by learning that kappa is,
in Japanese folklore, a cucumber-
loving water sprite. Poetic menus
indeed.

The tekka maki tuna dish
is named after the gambling dens
favored by yakuza gangsters.
Our tuna is dark and meaty, and
almost dissolves in the mouth.

We enjoy the nigiri sushi,
ovals of rice topped with thin
slices of various raw fish includ-
ing the maguro tuna dish and
boiled ebi (shrimp), as well as the

ubiquitous green dynamite that is
wasabi (horseradish). It brings
smiles to our faces and tears to
our eyes – a tad too much wasabi
– meaning it’s time for the gari
(pickled ginger root) to cleanse
the palate.

And then comes the tem-
pura ebi, which  we eat straight
from the fryer – quickly dipped
into the shoyu (soy sauce) – while
the batter is still steaming hot.

The tasty morsels are ac-
companied by a side dish of
slightly chewy soba buckwheat
noodles served cold and on a bed

INSPIRED BY THE SAMURAI
of ice. We are starting to feel
rather full.

As we leave, we see people
scurrying off for an identi-burger
or fried chicken seemingly un-
aware of this fine little eatery in
the center of town, serving, for
just a couple of 100 baht more
than Western fast food, ex-
tremely fresh and healthy Japa-
nese cuisine.

My companion laughed
when I mentioned that one of my
favorite episodes of The Simp-
sons was when Homer developed
a fatal craving for fugu (blow-
fish), sadly not on the menu here.
I was glad that my companion’s,
ahem, kamikaze came before we
went into Tukiji.

Tukiji Japanese Restaurant, 13-
21 Thavornvongwong Rd, Phu-
ket City. Tel: 076-256026. Open
daily from 9:30 am to 10 pm.

Toothsome: Nigiri sushi, with wasabi and ginger to cool the fire.
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&
PROPERTY

HOMEZONE
By Graham Doven

&

Phuket’s rapid develop-
ment and the accompa-
nying benefits and de-
tractions are constant

subjects of conversation and let-
ters to editors. One issue gaining
prominence over the past three
years has been the ever increas-
ing numbers of roadside bill-
boards.

Prime Minister Thaksin
Shinawatra, during a recent visit
to Phuket, urged the Governor to
make the drive from the airport
more attractive for visitors.

Anyone who has driven
along that road would agree that
the huge number of roadside bill-
boards would have been part of
the inspiration for PM Thaksin’s
comments.

Apart from their size and
rapidly increasing numbers, many
of the billboards fail to deliver
their messages as they are partly
obscured from the driver’s view.

Granted, the presence of
billboards possibly helps break the
scenery during the trip from
Bangkok International Airport to
the capital city’s center, saving
motorists from seeing an expanse
of dingy old rooftops and unpleas-
ant concrete blocks.But in Phuket
the green of the countryside
would be much more pleasant
without them.

The main culprits are, of
course, the usual mainstream

corporate products and con-
sumer goods, such as soft drinks,
motor vehicles, fashion brands
and so on, but the property de-
velopment industry is also partly
responsible.

Large billboards advertis-
ing luxury villas with beautiful
views and scenery obscure, er,
beautiful views and scenery –
vistas of rubber plantations that
are part of the at-
traction of Phuket
to newly-arrived
visitors and an in-
tegral part of the is-
land’s history.

The question
is: are billboards
necessary to sell property, or
could the industry market its prod-
ucts to visitors on the island in a
more sophisticated and attractive
way?

Many visitors say that the

island is being overdeveloped, and
this belief is probably reinforced
by the first impression created by
the huge number of billboards, an
impression that may override the
reality that much of the island is
still stunningly beautiful.

If such a thing as enforced
zoning were to be implemented
here, a policy introduced suc-
cessfully by the Brunswick Shire

Council in Western
Australia could
form the model for
Phuket.

There, bill-
boards have been
confined to certain
areas where the

largest volume of traffic passes
by. The council claims that this
policy causes passersby to pay
more attention to the advertising,
as they are aware of the “bill-
board free” zone rules.

This concept is, of course,
ridiculously Utopian in Phuket,
where many people rely on rent
charged for signs stuck on their
buildings or on their land.

But perhaps the property
and hotel industries could consider
more subtle ways to promote
their products on Phuket.

They may even find that
most discerning visitors appreci-
ate the absence of such obtrusive
advertising.

Effective sales tool? Or self-defeating approach that is backfiring by blighting the island?

Time to
rethink
the tools
for selling
property

Home of the Week

Poised on a hilltop, this
contemporary villa
overlooks Kamala Bay.
Part of an exclusive

community of similarly-styled
homes, this three-bedroom, five-
bathroom villa features about
200 square meters of indoor
space, with an additional 180
square meters of decks, patios
and poolside area.

This brand-new house is a
two-story creation in concrete,
water and glass, with stunning
views of mountains or the ocean
from each of the rooms’ floor-
to-ceiling, sliding glass doors.

Comprising two separate
pavilions, the property offers the
utmost privacy, while the large
windows and spacious adjoining
patios give a sense of openness.
The pool, looking more like a re-
flecting pond, achieves the
designer’s goal of providing a
calming influence that perme-
ates the entire residence.

The open-plan kitchen, liv-
ing and dining area is on the top
floor, and the large patio for out-
door entertaining has a sweep-
ing view of the Andaman Sea.
The state-of-the-art kitchen has
granite countertops and a spa-
cious, custom-built pantry.

The Thai kitchen overlooks
the pool area from an adjoining
balcony. The floors throughout
the entire upper level are natu-
ral black slate.

Across an open-air atrium
from the living room is the mas-
ter bedroom, which boasts floor-
to-ceiling windows looking west.
You can watch the sunset in the
evening and check the surf con-
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 living up high

If an event isn’t listed in the Gazette’s
Events Calendar

it probably isn’t one.
List your event now -

It’s free of charge.
phuketgazette.com/calendar

Kamala

ditions in the morning without
leaving the master bed.

If you must bring your
work home, there’s nowhere
better to do it than in the study
off the master bedroom, which
has soothing views of ocean and
jungle.

The master bathroom has
a large bathtub and is complete
with an indoor-outdoor bamboo
garden. The master shower is
panelled entirely in slate with a
custom-made chrome shower
spout rising up out of the floor.

An open, outdoor staircase
overlooks the pool and leads to
the other two bedrooms that
comprise the wings on the
ground floor. Each has a private
bathroom and terrace, built-in
cabinets and warm terracotta
floors.

Stepping-stones lead over
the 45-sqm infinity-edge pool,
which has a shallow area for
children to swim in and an inset
“wet” bar. Surrounded by lush
tropical greenery, the pool deck

is the ideal for sipping on lemon-
ade or margaritas.

The poolside bathroom,
complete with shower, is the per-
fect place to rinse off the sand
from nearby Kamala Beach be-
fore taking a swim at home.

The room next to the pool-
side shower can be used as the
maid’s quarters or for storage.

This villa, air-conditioned
throughout, is fully furnished in-

side and out with décor as styl-
ish and durable as the building
itself. The price is 19.5 million
baht.

For more information, please
contact Richard Lusted at Siam
Real Estate. 48/19 Moo 9, Soi
Ao Chalong, Chalong, Phuket
83100. Tel/Fax: 076-280805.
Mobile: 01-2710496. Website:
www.siamrealestate.com

Above, the pool at night. Right,
the elevation of the home
ensures good sea breezes.
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When a tree isn’t a tree at all
Gardening  with Bloomin’ Bert

Everyone knows what
trees are. They’re big
and green, and they
have leaves. Some

flower and produce fruit, others
just provide a welcome relief
from the Phuket sun; welcome
shade under which to enjoy a
polite beer or two.

According to my dictio-
nary, a tree is a “large woody pe-
rennial plant that grows to a
height of several feet and typi-
cally has a single erect main stem
with side branches”.

Trees should therefore be
easy to categorize, and there
shouldn’t be too much confusion
over whether or not a big tall
green plant is a tree or not. Pre-
dictably though, there’s an excep-
tion to every rule, and one of the
more common Phuket “trees”
isn’t a tree at all. The banana tree
is an herb. In other words, there’s
no wood in it.

Every year Thais celebrate
the Loy Kratong festival, during
which the kratong – which are
made from cuts of banana tree
“trunks” – are floated on open
water. Look closely at the base
of the kratong and you’ll see that
the cross section of the banana
stem it’s cut from is actually
made from leaves tightly wrap-
ped together.

Leaves are exactly what the
trunk of this plant is made from.
As the plant grows, the leaves
form continually, hiding them-
selves in the stem and only ap-
pearing when the time is right.
Once the leaves burst forth,
they’re huge, which is probably
why they start their furtive
growth early.

Once the stem has grown to
its full height, flowered and pro-
duced fruit, that’s it. It can’t do
this twice, so the stem commits
hari-kari and leaves the business
of growing and producing more
fruit to other parts of the plant.

Although they die very
soon after they’ve produced fruit,
before then they’re incredibly

Ornamental banana trees have flowers ranging in color from bright
red to orange. Photo by Alasdair Forbes

resilient. Try as you may to kill a
banana plant, it will refuse to die.

Some time ago, I watched
some neighbors cut all the leaves
off two banana plants opposite
my house, reducing them to bare
stems peeping out of the soil.
Despite my conviction that they
were well and truly destroyed, a
week later new leaves sprouted
forth out of the cut stems. A
couple of months later the tree
was so happy that it produced
more shoots nearby.

These shoots became min-
iature banana plants, destined to
provide even more bananas for
the neighborhood. Then someone
decided to burn off some garbage
right next to the now one-meter-
tall banana “saplings”. Sure
enough, a few days later, new
green leaves appeared, in total
defiance of what they were sub-
jected to the previous week.

There are more varieties of
banana plant than you could ever
imagine. Apart from the obvious
fruit-bearing varieties seen
throughout the Thai countryside,
there are also a number that are
grown in gardens purely for their
ornamental value.

These smaller variations of
the musaceae family, or kluay in
Thai, are smaller than their com-
mercially grown cousins. The

dramatic flower they produce is
similar, but it’s not edible. (My
neighbor disagrees with me on
this, and swears that the bulbous

tops of the musaceae plants out-
side his home are aroi maak. But
when I asked him to demonstrate
this, he wasn’t quite as convinc-
ing.)

The common factor with
all members of the musaceae
family is the bulbous flower. On
the big, fruit plants this is a deep
burgundy color. The shape and
color of this prompted com-
ments from my aging mother
when she was in Phuket that
probably weren’t appropriate for
a lady her age.

The smaller varieties come
in shades ranging from bright red
to orange.

If you grow any variety of
a banana plant in your garden,
just about the only aspect of its
care that needs to be considered
is its location. It’s not keen on
strong wind, as the leaves are
easily torn, and end up hanging
in strips like a grass skirt.

Also, put it in a spot with
plenty of air – this isn’t a plant
for the heart of the jungle.

Apart from that, stick it in
the ground and leave it to get on
with growing and multiplying.
Just remember: it’s not a tree.

Construction Update By Anongnat Sartpisut

The Pearl Village Hotel
Phuket at Nai Yang
is undergoing changes
that will allow it to bet-

ter accommodate the flourishing
business in hosting meetings, in-
centives, conferences and exhi-
bitions groups, labeled collec-
tively as the Mice market.

Hotel Manager Robert Frei
told the Gazette that his hotel
alone had been missing out on 10
to 20 Mice groups a year because
of insufficient space.

“If you don’t have meeting
rooms of the right size with the
right facilities,” he said, “you
lose the group.” He said that
Pearl Village had invested more
than 50 million baht in its new

conference pavilion (pictured)
and on upgrading facilities in its
older function rooms.

“The pavilion covers some

550 square meters and is more
than 5 meters high,” he said. “We
can seat 670 people theater-style
and divide the pavilion into two
separate soundproofed sections.”

The pavilion boasts the
most modern facilities in south-
ern Thailand, said Mr Frei. These
include fully computer-con-
trolled lighting and air-condition-

ing, wireless high-speed Internet,
wireless LAN, and a 360° high-
speed combined dome camera
and projector.

For details contact Robert Frei
at Pearl Village Hotel Phuket on
Tel: 076-327006. Fax: 076-
327338-9. Email: pearlvil@
loxinfo.co.th.

Pearl
Village
sets sights
on Mice
market

Thought the days of free love were over?
Think again!

“Personals” ads placed online are free!

FREE on the Island Trader online for 60 days.
FREE in the Phuket Gazette.

Go to www.phuketgazette.net/classifieds
and place your ad today!

Do Not Drink Tap Water!
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Property Gazette
Properties
For Sale

SEAVIEW LAND

Fenced 305 sq wah at Boh
Rae, Ao Makham, 60m to sea.
House plans available with
building permit. Price: 6 mil-
lion baht. Tel: 07-2728261.

GOLF-VIEW LAND

Prime building plot overlooking
Loch Palm Golf Course. One of
the best building plots avail-
able. 2 rai with freehold title.
Please call for details. Tel: 06-
9405187.

CONDO 4 SALE

Patong Beach 1-room apart-
ment for sale. Cash: 550,000
baht; or deposit 250,000 baht
and pay 4 yearly payments of
100,000 baht. Freehold title,
fully furnished. Please con-
tact for details. Tel: 09-474-
0227. Email: su_kingsuwan@
hotmail.com

ANUPHAS GOLF VILLE

House in Anuphas Golf Ville
for sale. 4 bedrooms, 5 air-
cons, built-in furniture in every
room. Price: 6 million baht.  Tel:
07-2836716.

10 RAI PA KHLOK

on beautiful Pa Khlok hill-
side. 5 million baht. Call or
email for details. Tel: 09-
8761300. Email: atetayap
@yahoo.com

68 RAI

BEACHFRONT

on Thung Nang Dam Island,
Kuraburi, Phang Nga. Price
50 million baht. Tel: 09-
8761300. Email: atetayap
@yahoo.com

NEW SEAVIEW

VILLA

on 1,200 sqm of land, with
more land available, has free-
hold Chanote title, marble
bathrooms, hot water, 3-
phase electricity, air condi-
tioning, swimming pool,
complete Western kitchen,
maid’s bedroom-cum-office,
storeroom, garden and 3
bedrooms, all with sea view.
Must view to appreciate. Will
consider smaller house or
land as partial payment. Tel:
07-2659977. Email: jimmys
@loxinfo.co.th

HOUSE IN PATONG

Fully furnished house in
Patong with 4 big rooms, 3
bathrooms, 3 aircons. Quiet
and secure, own satellite TV,
phone and fax. Best in Nanai
Rd. Price: 3 million baht. Tel:
06-2775547.

CHIANG MAI

Beautiful land for sale. 170 rai
with 9 houses plus large club-
house. More info at 09-731-
0283 or visit our website at:
www.bluephuketproperty.
com

RAWAI TOWNHOUSE

2 bedrooms, 2 toilets, large
living room, kitchen, parking,
80sqm, 400m to beach, free-
hold title. Tel: 09-4740227.
Price: 900,000 baht. Email:
chotip_5@hotmail.com

PATONG

TOWNHOUSE

For sale, located downtown
Patong. This unit in a quiet
townhouse development
features 2 bedrooms, large
living area, aircon, UBC,
Western-style kitchen, 24-
hr security. Price: 3.6 million
baht. Tel: 09-7310283.
Email: bluepktproperty@
csloxinfo.com

RAWAI CONDO

1-room apartment, toilet,
kitchen. Prime location, free-
hold title. 400m to beach.
Price: 350,000 baht up. Op-
tion: finance available. Tel: 09-
4740227. Email: chotip_5@
hotmail.com

PATONG CONDO

Great opportunity: mountain
view, freehold title, 300m to
beach, 1 bedroom, living
room, 2 balconies, 1 toilet.
Price: 1.05 million baht. Con-
tact for more information. Tel:
09-4740227. Email: chotip_5
@hotmail.com

VILLA IN KAMALA

for sale. 2 large bedrooms,
swimming pool, Chanote title.
300 sq wah of land. Tel: 06-
2741048.

LAND FOR SALE

directly on Banyan Tree Golf
Course (Laguna property).
1,050 sqm/262.4 sq wah.
Price: 7.872 million baht.
Please contact for more infor-
mation. Tel: 076-239864.
Email: hktmkt@ksc.th.com

LAND AND HOUSE

special deal. New 3-bedroom,
3-bathroom, 2-kitchen prop-
erty, which has never been
lived in, has been dramatically
reduced in price for a quick
sale. Price now 4.5 million
baht, was 6 million baht. Tel:
07-2837161. Email: sa@
karonproperty.com. Please
see our website at: www.
karonproperty.com

SAIYUAN POOL VILLA

5.5 million baht. Tropical pri-
vate pool villa with 2 bedrooms
in Saiyuan, 7 minutes from Nai
Harn Beach. Fully furnished, 5-
star-resort quality. Tel: 01-
5711009. Fax: 076-236398.
Email: tee@roof.co.th

BEAUTIFUL LAND

with stunning views in a se-
cure development in Patong.
From 4,000 baht per sqm. 2
plots left. Tel: 09-2911112 or
01-8957159.

PANWA SEAVIEW

LAND

100m walk to the beach.
Electricity and water. 500
sqm. Only 3.5 million baht.
Tel: 06-6912277. Email:
csukalya@yahoo.com

6-BEDROOM HOUSE

IN KAMALA

Beautiful 6-bedroom house
for sale in Kamala, near
Phuket FantaSea, only 10
min walk to Kamala Beach.
The house was built using
only top-quality materials:
imported granite for the
ground floor and maka

wood used for stairs and
second floor. All bedrooms
with en-suite bathroom,
aircon/ceiling fan. Outdoor
Jacuzzi, mature garden,
own well incl. drinking wa-
ter, solar system for hot
water with back-up, electric
gate. Asking price: baht 16
million baht. Tel: 076-279-
075, 01-4761415. Email:
fbrun@loxinfo.co.th

2 HILLTOP HOUSES

for sale. Building now, located
near the Laguna resort, 250
sqm covered area, 800 sqm
of land. 3 bedrooms, 3 baths,
living/dining rooms, study,
maid’s room, covered garage
for 2 cars, 4x10 swimming
pool. Good neighborhood.
Chanote title. 8 million baht.
Tel: 01-8930692. Email:
toto@phuket.ksc.co.th

KATHU HOUSE

for sale. Comprises 3 bed-
rooms, 2 bathrooms, large liv-
ing room, kitchen, parking
space, 128sqm covered area
on approx 90 sq wah of land,
situated in quiet cul-de-sac in
Kathu, convienient for 2 golf
courses, and only 9 minutes
from sea at Patong. Price 3.5
million baht. Tel: 09-472-
9841. Fax: 076-323421.
Email: somsrijenner@lycos.
com

PATONG LAND

FOR SALE

Land plots in Soi Nanai
Ruamjai with concrete road.
Payment facilities offered at
a reasonable rate. Call Easy
Real Estate. Tel: 076-
341031, 01-6917747. Fax:
076-341032. Email: anabel
@easythailandproperty.
com For more details, please
see our website at: www.
easythailandproperty.com

LAND FOR SALE

600sqm in a quiet area near
Wat Chalong, 1,500m to
Chalong Circle. Ground water
and electricity on site. Con-
struction plans already ap-
proved with government per-
mits. Price: 999,000 baht.
Please call 07-2531426.

36 RAI OCEAN VIEWS

at Ao Por. Almost 36 rai of Nor
Sor 3 title land. The cape’s
natural wonders provide the
most wonderful panoramic
view over Phang Nga Bay from
the eastern side of the island.
Price: 5 million baht a rai. Tel:
01-5375970. Email: info@
phuket-land.net

NEW HOUSE

NEAR LAGUNA

Combined marble, sand-
stone and teak wood semi-
furnished 3-bedroom (all
with aircon) home. Features
big living room, dining room
with aircon, kitchen, maid’s
room, 4 bathrooms in
marble, swimming pool
with Jacuzzi, hot water
system, UBC satellite TV
system, telephone line,
parking for 2 cars, fenced
garden. Very nice location
near Laguna with mountain
view, good neighborhood.
The house is very luxurious
and designed for your com-
fort. For sale or long-term
lease. Price can be negoti-
ated. Must be seen. Tel: 01-
7371688 or 01-3973267.
Email: riding@loxinfo.co.th
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Classified ads are charged per line. Each line is 60 baht,

with a minimum of 4 lines (heading included) per ad.
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Deadline for Property Mart page: Friday 3 pm.
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Classified Advertisements

Please use this form to write your classified advertisement.

Then hand it to any of our agents.

PHUKET

K.L. Mart
Patak Rd, Chalong Tel: 076-280400/3

NAVA Language School
Phang Nga Rd, Phuket Town Tel: 076-232398/9

Sin & Lee
Thalang Rd, Phuket Town Tel: 076-211230

Taurus Travel
Aroonsom Plaza Rat-U-Thit 200 Pi Rd, Patong Tel: 076 344521-2

A la Carte
Kamala main road, Cherng Talay Tel: 076-278019

PHANG NGA

Maew Internet Shop, Khao Lak Tel: 076-420627

Avalon Creative Group Co Ltd, Khao Lak Tel: 076-420539

Agents for Classified Advertising

Properties
For Rent

KOH YAO NOI
39 rai with 100-meter beach-
front facing Krabi. 23 rai with
Nor Sor 3 Gor. 28 million
baht. Contact for more infor-
mation. Tel: 09-7298365.
Email: sudaves2002@
yahoo.com

3 RAI IN RAWAI
3 rai located near Nai Harn
Beach, in Rawai. New road, 3-
phase electricity. 1.5 million/
rai, including Chanote title. Tel:
06-5950188. Email: nsupin@
yahoo.com

INEXPENSIVE LAND

East side. ½ rai to 1¼ rai
lots. Good access, electric-
ity. 1.2 million baht to 1.35
million baht. Call Chris at
06-2786574.

POINT EAST
ESTATES

From ¾-rai to 3-rai lots.
Spectacluar views, under-
ground utilities. Excellent
location on east coast. Call
Gene at 076-353926.

BEST SEA VIEW
in Phuket. Land parcels avail-
able at Mission Hills Golf
Course. From 2, 3, 4, 5, 6
and up to 167 rai. Best view
I’ve seen in 25+ years in
Phuket, 2.2 million baht/rai
with Chanote. The only land
I know that has a complete
view of Phang Nga Bay. Tel:
06-5950188. Email: nsupin
@yahoo.com

MILLIONAIRES’
ROAD

For sale by owners, 3 x
one-rai adjoining blocks.
All have tarmac road ac-
cess and power. All
Chanote titles validated by
Land Dept BKK and HKT
July 2004. Million-dollar
views of Andaman Sea,
cannot be built over. A
very rare opportunity.
Please email: mudworks@
csloxinfo.com

VILLA IN ANUPHAS
Golf Ville. Manor house, lo-
cated next to Phuket Golf &
Country Club, in Kathu, fea-
turing: 3 bedrooms, 3 bath-
rooms, staff quarters, West-
ern kitchen, living/dining
room, double carport, 10x
5.5m swimming pool and
garden (550sqm of land)
Price: 10.5 million baht. Tel:
09-7247211. Email: julien@
phuketimmo.com. Website
at: www. phuketimmo. com

SMALL PLOT IN RAWAI
1,320sqm of land with
Chanote title and road ac-
cess. Price: 1.9 million baht.
Tel: 09-8669004. Email:
agency@phuketimmo.com
Please see our website
at:www.phuketimmo.com

CONDOMINIUM
with view of the Banyan Tree
Golf Course. 82-sqm apart-
ment featuring: 1 bedroom, 1
bathroom, kitchen/dining/liv-
ing room. Includes 2 golf club
memberships. Price: 5.5 mil-
lion baht. Tel: 09-7247211.
Email: julien@phuketimmo.
com. Please see our website
at: www.phuketimmo.com

VILLA ON OVER 1 RAI
in Rawai. 280-sqm house, on
1,775sqm of land, featuring:
3 bedrooms with air condi-
tioning and built-in cabinets,
3 bathrooms, staff quarters,
living room with air condition-
ing and satellite TV, covered
outdoor dining area, kitchen,
covered carport, 12x6m
swimming pool. 9.5 million
baht. Tel: 09-7247211.
Contact for details. Email:
julien@phuketimmo.com
Please see our website at:
www.phuketimmo.com

3-BED HOUSE
B14,000/MONTH

On hill near Prince of Song-
khla University, 15 mins to
Patong. Aircon, clean, nice
area. Pay monthly, or dis-
count if whole year paid in
advance. Tel: 06-6828010.
Email: pritchah@hotmail.
com

MEDITERRANEAN
villa for rent in Kamala. Large
villa featuring: 3 bedrooms,
3 bathrooms, Western kit-
chen and dining room, large
garden with kind size swim-
ming pool. Price: 70,000
baht a month for long-term
lease; short-term rate nego-
tiable. Tel: 09-7247211.
Email: julien@phuketimmo.
com. See our website at:
www.phuketimmo.com

NEW HOUSE
19,000 baht a month. 300-
sqm, fully furnished house
with 3 bedrooms, 2 bath-
rooms, 2 aircons, UBC TV,
nice garden. Pa Khlok area.
Tel: 06-6829922. Email:
relaxphuket@thailand.com

BANGKOK 4 RENT

Apartments for rent in
front of Metro Subway (2
stops to Sukhumvit), from
12,000 baht a month+.
Luxurious townhouse,
350sqm, 4 bedrooms, 5
bathrooms, office, swim-
ming pool, new pool table,
nicely furnished, between
Rama 9 and Ratchada. Tel:
07-9215021. For more
information, email: info@
bjjthailand.com, or see our
website at: http://rent66.
com

LONG-TERM LEASE
New houses at Palai Green.
2 aircon bedrooms, hot
shower, kitchen, living room,
patio, garage. Fully fur-
nished, beautiful garden,
quiet, peaceful area. Palai
Beach, near Chalong Bay.
Call 01-8924311.

FISHERMAN WAY
Beachfront house for rent.
Tel: 076-381181, 076-381-
189.

BUNGALOW 4 RENT
at Cherng Talay, Laguna,
area for rent. Aircon, TV, hot
water, refrigerator. Tel: 01-
9580373. Email: msquare@
samarts.com

PATONG HILLSIDE
Room for rent with kitchen,
maid, TV, large bed. From
450 baht/day. Tel: 01-085-
4514.

NICE HOUSE 4 RENT
Rawai-Nai Harn. 3 bed-
rooms, 3 bathrooms, air con-
ditioning, located near very
nice beach. Min 1-year rental.
Rent: 20,000 baht a month.
Tel: 01-3971835.

PATONG RESIDENCE
1- or 2-bedroom apartments,
with kitchen, pool. Only 350m
from beach. Price: 7,000 baht
a month. Tel: 01-3645419.
Email: thesonbusiness@
hotmail.com PATONG HILL VIEW

28sqm of nicely decorated
condo, fully furnished. Rent:
5,000 baht/month, or 300
baht/day, credit or cash. Tel:
01-8948446. Email: hoffterje
@hotmail.com

Gazette Classads – 4,000 readers a day!

FOR SALE

1.  1.25 rai in Rawai with
house, with 300sqm

living space, and a pool.

Price: 13 million baht.

2. Land: 1 rai Chalong.

Price: 2.5 million baht.

3. Land: 2.75 rai Thalang.
Price: 2.5 million baht.

4. 61 sq wah in Villa
California. 3 bedrooms,

2 bathrooms.

Price: 2.6 million baht.

5. House: 80 sq wah
Rawai. 4 bedrooms, 4

bathrooms.

Price: 3.3 million baht.

Please call  for more
details. Tel: 076-

263478.
www.thaichanote.com
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Accommodation
Available

Accommodation
Wanted

Building
Services

Property
Services

Property
Wanted

OFFICE WANTED
Small office in Patong area
required for rent. Will con-
sider accommodation. Please
call with details. Tel: 07-015-
9206.

SOUTH END LAND
I want buy one plot of land in
the south of Phuket. Max
price: one million baht. The
price depends on location and
quality. Email: gimko_8@
hotmail.com

LOOKING FOR HOME
I am looking to buy a small-
to medium-size home any-
where on Phuket Island in the
1.5-to-2-million-baht range.
Would like Western-style
kitchen and air condtioning.
Area for a garden would be
nice. Email: inpatongnow@
yahoo.com

1 RAI OF LAND
with sea view wanted for
building a private house.
Must be in a quiet area and
have a road and electricity.
Prefer in the south, around
Nai Harn/Rawai, but open to
other areas of Phuket. Email:
bauer_ctu_la@hotmail.com

SEEKING TO BUY
1 rai in the Palai area. Up to 1
million baht cash funding
available. Please email with
details. Email: palairai@yahoo.
co.uk

NEED CONDO
or home. Would like to find
someone who wants to sell
his condo or home quickly
and at a discount for the
area. Please contact me as
I would like to buy a place to
live. Email: rogerthai@
hotmail.com

WANT TO BUY HOUSE
I want to buy a house with a
sea view, or near the beach.
Looking to pay 3-4 million
baht. Email at: bluelakayraine
@hotmail.com

APARTMENT WANTED
Apartment with telephone,
view and kitchen wanted for
long-term rental. Prefer in
Kata or Patong. Tel: 09-511-
6408. Email: kevinsan2001
@yahoo.com

HOUSE WANTED
2- or 3-bedroom house in
Baan Prangthong Villa for un-
der 5 million baht. Email:
lorisdb@hotmail.com

HOTEL PROMOTION
Low season hotel promotion.
Long-stay beachfront hotel
deal including ABF and use of
facilities. 18,000 baht per
month. Tel: 076-345518,
01-8920038.

POOLSIDE
apartments. Quality modern
rooms in Patong with hotel
facilities including our swim-
ming pool and international
restaurant. From 600 baht
per night to 13,000 baht per
month. Tel: 076-292907.
Fax: 076-292907. Email:
coconut2004@phukets.info
For full booking details and
photos, simply click on the
link at: www.phukets.info/
coconut.html

ROOMS TO LET
Lake-view apartments in
Kathu. Fully furnished rooms
to let with aircon, fridge, free
satellite TV, hot water, car
parking in new complex.
Price 166 baht/day. Tel: 076-
202585, 09-1968449.

ROOMS FOR RENT
Beautiful Shanti Lodge at Ao
Chalong. Low season rate
from 3,500 baht a month, in-
cluding a pool, sauna and
electricity. Please call for de-
tails. Tel: 076-280233.

PATONG LUXURY
Central Patong. 1- and 2-bed
apartments. Email for info and
photos. Email: suites247@
yahoo.com

STUDIO APT PATONG
Living room with kitchenette,
separate bedroom with bath.
Aircon, telephone, UBC.
Quiet, clean, European-stan-
dard, furnished. Long-term
rental preferred. Rent: from
8,000 baht a month. Tel:
076-292345, 01-0833071.

APARTMENT 4 RENT
at Surin Beach. 65sqm,
aircon bedoom, living room
and open-plan kitchen, hot
water shower, no furniture.
Rent: 6,000 baht a month.
Tel: 01-7885419. Email:
tomshut@hotmail.com

APARTMENT
I would like to rent an apart-
ment with all ameneties, in-
clusive of swimming pool, for
the whole month of January.
Offers with prices by email.
Email: villathani@hotmail.
com

KATA/KARON HOUSE
rental. Rental house wanted:
2 bedrooms, 1 bath, aircon,
water, furnished, terrace,
ocean view. Price: 15,000-
20,000 baht/month on a 12-
month lease. Tel: 01-728-
9980. Email: serenethai@
yahoo.com

BUNGALOW/HOUSE
to rent. Needed from March
19 to April 23, 2005 (5
weeks) in Kata area. Need 2
bedrooms w/aircon, kitchen,
bath/shower, toilet, fridge.
Best location would be near
Koktanod Rd. Max rent: 15-
20,000 baht per month.
Email: tastum@hotmail.com

HOUSE/APT CHALONG
Urgently required: 1- or 2-
bedroom house or apartment
in Chalong. Must have con-
nected phone line. Willing to
pay up to 6,000 baht per
month. Required for long
term. Tel: 04-0541269.
Email: kimbofive@hotmail.
com

LONG-TERM RENTAL
House in Patong wanted for
long-term rental: minimum 1
year. Need 2-3 bedrooms.
Tel: 09-8093566. Email:
lennartviberg@hotmail.com

PATONG RENT
wanted. Looking for a 2-bed-
room apartment or house in
Patong, with access to pool,
fully furnished and with se-
curity. Would like to rent
from September 1 to April 30
next year. Email: lilla_4ever@
hotmail.com

HOUSE TO RENT
in Patong, Kata or Karon ar-
eas needed from October 1.
Max rent: 15,000 baht/
month. Need 2 bedrooms,
aircon, phone line, and satel-
lite TV. Tel: 09-5935086.

The Stone Doctor

Specialist European stone care
products and services.
All your maintenance, protection and
cleaning needs for natural and
manufactured stone.

Scratches, stains, dull patches,
slippery shower floors, mildew,
oxidizing, builders’ residue, use of
inappropriate cleaning products,
algae removal and prevention, etc.

Tel: 07-2824930, 076-271217
Fax: 076-271218
Email: info@stonedoctor.co.th

• Marble • Slate
• Ceramics • Granite
• Terracotta • Sandstone
• Pebblewash, etc.

SECURITY SYSTEM
(RENTAL)

We are now offering a fully
wireless alarm system
with monitoring. Why buy
when you can rent?
Guardian Alarms offers a
full range of systems and
security services. Tel: 076-
383277, 01-8954480.
Fax: 076-383225. Email:
guardian@loxinfo.co.th

Household
Services

ONE-STOP SERVICE

Handymen and home im-
provement contractor
available for repairs and
more for floor/wall tiling,
painting, ceiling, lighting
system, kitchen, bath-
room, wood and furniture.
Tel: 09-5913996, 01-
8953185. Email: hservice
@phuket.ksc.co.th

PLANTS FOR SALE
More than 100 types – many
in large pots – including ex-
otic palms. Teak sala also for
sale. Tel: 01-7761490.

View Thailand’s

LARGEST portfolio

of Classified Ads –

about 3,000 of them –

and place your ad for

FREE!
See the Phuket Gazette

Online at

www.phuketgazette.net

P-CON

Phuket Construction
and Home Services Co Ltd

Roofing, floor, walls, tiles
Clearing, painting,
plumbing, aircon,

electrical systems, repairs
and other work done by
our professional team.

Call 09-1960852
Fax: 076-263204

Email: p-con@chaiyo.com

ROOM IN PATONG
Fully furnished “as new”
room in Patong with aircon,
near Siam Commercial Bank.
Rent: 7,500 baht a month.
Tel: 01-8922824, 01-895-
5242.

If an event isn’t listed in the Gazette’s
Events Calendar
it probably isn’t one.

List your event now - It’s free of charge.

www.phuketgazette.net/calendar

HOUSE IN NAI HARN
Looking for house in the Nai
Harn Beach area to rent for
the month of August. Please
contact me with details. Tel:
01-8953185. Email: non@
islandhomephuket.com
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Island Job Mart

DIVE MASTER
PADI Dive Master wanted
with experience in boat
maintenance to fill overseas
position in great location. Sal-
ary tax-free in US dollars, and
airfare, visa and accommoda-
tion all supplied. Tel: 345-
9471945. Email: markmp@
candw.ky

SECRETARY
Fluent in English, competent in
computer skills, experienced
in office organization. Please
call or email for more details or
to apply. Phone: 076-273321
Email: suporn@thaimarine.
com

MANAGER OFFICER
Male/female, age 30-45, able
to speak and write fluent En-
glish, import experience will be
and advantage. Available to
work in BKK or Mahachai/lo-
cated in same area. Call, fax
or email for more details and to
apply. Phone: 07-239112
Fax: 076-239058 Email:
damian@electrical-marine.
com

LIVE-IN MAID WANTED
Must speak English, cook Thai
and Western food, and know
Thai massage. Excellent salary,
food, room in nice condo. Email:
jaiyai2547@ hotmail.com

RETAIL MANAGER
Kokawaii, an international
young, trendy fashion bou-
tique, is looking for an English-
speaking Thai female be-
tween 25 to 35 to manage our
new shop in Central Festival.
Candidate must have retail
experience, strong leadership
qualities and a passion for
fashion. Please forward your
CV and recent photo to: tiff@
kokawaii.com. For more infor-
mation call Tel: 07-9380848.

Employment
Wanted

CIVIL ENGINEER
Thai national civil engineer
with good English, and con-
struction and marketing back-
ground. Available for interview
now. Please call mobile phone
07-2796480.

SEEKING EMPLOYMENT
I am experienced in the hotel
field and am looking for the po-
sition of Assistant Manager.
Please call with offers. Tel:
01-8935105

GERMAN NATIVE
teacher is looking for a full-time
contract with a language
school starting from October
2004. Teaching experience
and experience in Asia of more
than 15 years. CV available
upon request. Email: ralf.wirz
@web.de

ANY POSITION, F&B
I graduated from the Hotel
School of Amsterdam in
1997. I then worked for 10
years in different companies,
all of these of a high European
standard. Relocation is no
problem for me and can be
realized at any moment.
Please call  07-8564142.
Email: doubledutches@
yahoo.com

SWEDE SEEKING
employment. Swedish man,
38, holding ‘B’ visa, resident in
Phuket for over a year, seeks
job in tourism/hotels, IT,  secu-
rity or marketing. Previous
experience: Global network
manager – Europe (Internet,
computer/server, support of
Wi-Fi, etc); computer software
teacher, and military airforce
officer for several years. Have
also worked with online hotel
bookings as reservations
manager in Phuket. Email for
details to: patongswede@
hotmail.com

INTERNET CAFÉ

Staff wanted  for Patong
Internet café. Please apply.
Email:simon47phuket@
hotmail.com

Find more Classified ads at
www.phuketgazette.net!

Help us to
help

the animals
076-263737
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Tout, Trader & Trumpet

Articles for
Sale

Boats &
Marine

INSTALLING
wooden floors? Then do it
right. Imported nailer for in-
stalling wooden floors. Used
once for private villa. Profes-
sional tool that prevents all the
usual problems of wooden
floors. Original cost: 37,500
baht. Offers? Tel: 09-873-
1517. Email: kevin@boland.
name

SECONDHAND
furniture for sale. Dining room,
sitting room and bedroom fur-
niture, good-quality heavy-
duty curtains. Must sell, I am
returning to Europe. Tel: 07-
8955074.

YAMAHA KEYBOARD
We want to sell a Yamaha
keyboard, Electrone EL-7. Ideal
for young, talented children...
and for big boys, too. Retails at
about 70,000 baht. Any rea-
sonable offer considered. Tel:
076-323621, 09-4713555.

PLAY STATION 1
for sale. 3,500 baht. Good
condition, with 2 joysticks (one
genuine), plus more than 100
games and 2 memory cards.
Tel: 09-1265671. Email:
coco_ivy@hotmail.com

SINGLE BED 4 SALE
White, in steel. 1,000 baht only.
Tel: 075-631994, 06-820-
2663. Email: colombattofabio
@hotmail.com

CANON “TOP SHOT”
Canon Top Shot 1:2.8 com-
pact camera for sale. Made in
Japan, very high quality, with
flash, auto focus and very
good lens. price Price new:
6,900 baht; will sell for 2,500
baht. Tel: 01-3843555. Email:
dr.u.w@web.de

FULL-SIZE
SNOOKER TABLE

Snooker/pool table, 10ft by
5ft approx. Slate bed, good
baize, good order. Even in-
cludes cues, and balls for
those without any! View at
Karon. Only 25,000 baht.
Tel: 09-0939752. Email:
expatphuket@hotmail.com

NEW DIGITAL
CAMERA

Sony DSC-V1, 5 Mega Pixel,
4x Zoom, extra memory of
128 MB. Brand new, never
used. New: 28,000 baht.
Asking 22,000. Tel: 06-
6419115.

AIR CONDITIONER
Engineer brand air condtioner
with remote control for sale.
Outdoor type. As good as
new. Price new: 30,000 baht.
Selling for only 12,000 baht
ono. Tel: 07-2679780. Email:
lovinda1@hotmail.com

BABY’S BED
and pushchair (stroller). Big
padded baby bed with mos-
quito netting sides and cover,
plus pushchair. Cost 3,500
baht new. Yours for 1,200
baht. Tel: 076-202208, 09-
9705259. Email: info@ sun-
rise-divers.com

Articles
Wanted

BABY SUPPLIES
We have a seven-month-old
son and are looking for all
things necessary for this age:
cribs, playpens, toys, clothes,
books, etc. Please call Tel:
06-2677236 or email: wes@
1stchoiceecommerce.com

1950s MEMORABILIA
Looking to rent or buy “Happy
Days”-style memorabilia and
other classic American items
– cheerleader uniforms, foot-
ball helmets/shoulder pads,
roller skates, jukebox, vinyl
records, pinball machines,
neon signs, etc. Urgently
needed. Tel: 01-7230492.
Email: zahid@zighead.com

BOAT FOR SALE

29-ft fiberglass motor
yacht with Thai registra-
tion. 2 x 280hp Mercruiser
engines. Price: 3.5 million
baht ono.  Tel: 076-239-
864. Email: hktmkt@ksc.
th.com

NEW SPEEDBOAT
for sale. 37-foot wooden
speedboat plus two-tier trailer
for sale. Price: 450,000 baht.
Tel: 01-6931425, 01-536-
5900.

MARINE THINGS
Two used 6-man life rafts,
also good for dive boats. Can
be serviced here in Phuket
with no problem. Vetus ex-
haust system for engine up to
120hp. Sailboat (7.7m) ready
to go anywhere (Thai registra-
tion). Sailomat self-steering
wind vane for boats up to 25
tons (65ft). Contact for details.
Tel: 076-383080, 06-
9401860. Fax: 076-381-
934. Email: bigasail@samart.
co.th

AIRES WIND VANE
Famous and one of the best
windvanes ever made to steer
a sailboat. No electric neces-
sary. 19,000 baht. Also other
boat items. Tel: 076-412951,
09-9726139. Email: bal@
loxinfo.co.th

KARON GUESTHOUSE
Small – 4-bedroom – guest-
house in Karon with restau-
rant. 6 years left on contract.
13,000 baht/month to only
700,000 baht. Tel: 01-968-
4575.

PATONG GO-GO BAR
for sale. This magnificient 3-
story, 5-room go-go bar in
Patong – with owner’s ac-
commodation and interior/ex-
terior trading areas – is up for
sale due to ill health. Was 7 mil-
lion baht, now 4.95 million baht.
Email: sa@karonproperty.com
Please see our website at:
www.karonproperty.com/
commercial_sales.html

COFFEE SHOP
Small coffee shop with kitchen
and small bar on Soinamyen
Rd. Seats 20. 330,000 baht.
Email: phuketopportunity@
hotmail.com

COOL BAR FOR SALE
Central Patong 2-level double-
unit. Fully licensed and ready
to open. Tel: 06-9488650.
Email: serfthai@yahoo.com
Please visit our website at:
http://free.hostdepartment.
com/p/patongbar/

CONSORTIUM
partner required for develop-
ment project in Patong. Good
investment. Tel: 076-349-
050, 09-2911112, 01-895-
7159.

MLM LEADERS
US$4 billion healthcare com-
pany seeks quality distributors.
Unlimited income potential.
Contact for more details. Tel:
02-7269918, 06-3418781.
Fax: 02-7269917. Email:
makelifegood@aol.com

EXPORT LICENSE
Thai-registered company
(Amazing Thai Arts Co Ltd)
with registered capital of 2
million baht, export license
and bank account with credit
card payment facility. All tax
cleared. For sale at 70,000
baht. Tel: 01-8927847.
Email: colonapt@loxinfo.co.th

BAR & GRILL 4 SALE
Bar and grill for sale in a boom-
ing part of Kata Beach. The
premises have an open street-
front kitchen, natural décor,
American pool table and a ter-
race. Price: 950,000 baht
(ono) including 1 year’s rent.
Tel: 09-2908030. Email:
bar_grillforsale@hotmail.com

US$100,000
to invest. Do you need
US$100,000 from an expat
to invest in your business, spa,
guesthouse, charterboat, pub
or other profitable business in
Phuket or on Koh Samui? Se-
rious businesses only. Call
Vincent at Tel: 06-2687666.
Email: vincentsinniger@
yahoo.fr

PHUKET LAKESIDE
restaurant. Central location
with seating for 500. 5 million
baht (negotiable), with all fix-
tures and fittings. For sale due
to owners too busy with mul-
tiple business interests. Tel:
07-8947406, 07-89174041.
For photos and more info,
email: jonny_hop@hotmail.
com

CHALONG CIRCLE

1. Restaurant: 2 units. Living
accommodation. Includes
pool table.

Price: 2.8 million baht.
2. Beauty salon: 2 units.
The upper floor is for
massage.

Price: 1.7 million baht.
3. Internet café and tour
operator: 1 unit. Includes
dive equipment and 7
computers.

Price: 1 million baht.

Tel: 076-263478.
For further details, please

visit our website at
www.thaichanote.com

PRIVATE
SHAREHOLDER

Wanted to invest in a suc-
cessful nightclub in Phuket
City. Please call Tel: 076-
321278 during office hours
for more details.

BUSINESS IN
THAILAND

A 9-bungalow resort – in-
cluding swimming pool, res-
taurant/bar and satellite TV
– on Koh Lanta (Lanta Is-
land) is for sale with a 10-
year lease offered at 4.5
million baht. Annual rent
only 65,000 baht. Very
good high-season business.
Owner must go back to
Europe 1 November, 2004
and take care of his busi-
ness and family there. Price
for quick sale: 3.5 million
baht. Buy now and be ready
for the Koh Lanta high-
seson 2004/2005. Serious
enquiries only please. For
further details, please call
Tel: 09-6403432 or Email:
mail@ papillonlanta.com or
see our website at: www.
papillonlanta.com

THE BEST BAR
in Patong. The Dolphin Bar,
located near the beach, is for
sale with almost 2 years left
on the lease. Our kitchen
serves Thai and European
food, and we also serve other
bars and shops in the area.
Open from 9 am to 2 am.
Price: 2.4 million baht ono.
Tel: 09-8093566. Email:
lennartviberg@hotmail.com

PUB FOR SALE

Popular pub and restaurant
in Khao Lak for sale. Best
location, turnkey with ev-
erything: company, popular
website, 2 stories, 3
rooms, 1 aircon, 2 toilets,
kitchen, fully loaded bar,
stereo, pool table, darts,
TV and excellent landlord.
Price: 1.5 million baht obo.
Tel: 01-3267683.

Business
Opportunities

GUESTHOUSE FOR
SALE OR RENT

Good price. Beautiful new,
12-room building, overlook-
ing large lake. Price: 15 mil-
lion baht. Please call Tel: 06-
9757268 to discuss.

LIGHTHOUSE
FOR SALE

The famous Lighthouse
restaurant at Ao Chalong,
with five waterfront luxury
rooms and three offices, is
for sale. Potential to develop
residential units on unused
property. Please email for
further information. Email:
maipenrai@hushmail.com

SAUNA FOR HOME
salon or spa. This is a sauna
that will seat two people and
can be used for home, salon
or spa. Price: 10,000 baht.
Please call for appointment to
view. Tel: 076-346239, 01-
8927767.
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Tout, Trader & Trumpet

Business
Services

Personal
Services

Personals

Get your Phuket Gazette from
these outlets in Bangkok:

Bangkok
Don Muang Airport
Tel. 02-5731120

Se-Ed’s, Mahboonkrong Building, zone B, Phayathai Rd,
PhaThumwan
Tel. 02-6117165

Se-Ed’s, Silom Complex, 4 thfloor, silom Rd, Bangrak
Tel. 02-2313244

Se-Ed’s, Silom Center, Rama 1 Rd, Pathumwan
Tel. 02-6581153

Se-Ed’s, Panthip Plaza, M-floor, Petchaburi Rd, Rajathewee
Tel. 02-6566070

Se-Ed’s, Fortune Town Building, Ratchadapisek Rd, Huaykwang
Tel. 02-2485668

Se-Ed’s, Central Rama 3, Satupradit Rd, Yannawa
Tel. 02-6736342

Q Mart, Grand Hotel, Sukhumvit Rd, Soi 11, Klongtoey
Tel. 02-6511200 ext. 3452

C Mart, Centre Point, Petchaburi Rd, Soi 15, Rajathewee
Tel. 02-6536690-8 ext. 4030

Duangkamol, Sukhumvit Rd, Klongtoey
Tel. 02-2526261

VISA RUN TO

RANONG

1,299 baht. Includes visa
stamp fee, insurance, trip by
boat and minibus (both in
good condition), and lunch
with soft drinks. Daily trip
starts at 7 am at KFC at
Tesco-Lotus supercenter.
Please contact us for reser-
vation. Tel: 076-289201 or
01-5352637. For further in-
formation, please visit our
website: www.phuketdir.
com/expressvisaextension

INT’L DRIVING LICENSE

10- to 20-year international
driving license available.
100% legal. 10 years: 5,000
baht. 20 years: 6,000 baht.
50% deposit required.
Tel: 04-0068736. Email:
leondisley@yahoo.com

GRACIE BRAZILIAN

JUJITSU

Thailand now has a training
location in Patong, Phuket.
Open only for private classes
and VIP intensive training. If
interested in learning this
amazing art. Contact us. Tel:
07-9215021. Email : info@
bjjthailand.com

Club
Membership

Available

Clubs &
Organizations

AUSTRALIAN

SEEKS

THAI LADY

Asian male – resident in Aus-
tralia – is looking for an at-
tractive Thai lady (preferred
age 35-40) for a long-term
relationship and marriage. Di-
vorced, widowed and with
kids considered. Send a re-
cent photo and brief details
by email. More than one
photo would be welcome.
Tel: 03-97498111. Email:
alan_7486@hotmail.com

BI-LINGUAL

TRANSLATIONS

Accurate translation and in-
terpretation (English-Thai)
with fast service for letters,
legal docs, scripts and
more. Contact Fawn to ne-
gotiate prices. Tel: 076-
248561, 01-8936414.
Fax: 076-248561. Email:
sthirika@hotmail.com

ITALIAN TEACHER

Qualified teacher available to
teach Italian to students or
staff in the tourism industry.
Call for more details. Tel: 09-
7278209.

WYCO’S FURNITURE

Just on the other side of the
shooting range in Chalong. For
your house or resort. We can
do different orders. Please call
Tel: 07-2739153 for more
details.

HIDEAWAY SPA

-Experience Costs Less-
Thai spas; herbal steam sau-
nas, pools and equipment;
treatment salas, design and
construction. Management
consultants and all-natural
aromatherapy spa products
by Phuket’s founding spa
with 17 years’ experience.
Please contact for more in-
formation. Tel: 076-
340591. Fax: 076-340591.
Email: john@phuket-hide-
away. com. Please visit our
website  at: www.phuket-
hideaway.com

RD RAM FOR SALE

This is older RAM hardware
that is hard to find in Phuket.
RD RAM must be installed on
your motherboard in pairs. I
have 2 sets of pairs: Samsung
64MB RAM x 2: 1,500 baht
Kingston 128MB x 2: 2,500
baht Or 3,500 baht for all.
Email: phellinus@hotmail.com

LOOKING FOR

a sweetheart. Nice looking,
educated and successful
farang man, living in Phuket,
would like to meet a smart,
cute Thai woman. Email:
jaiyai2547@hotmail.com

5.1 SPEAKERS

Creative Cambridge Sound
works DTT 2200 5.1-channel
speakers for sale. Great for
gaming, music and movies on
your PC. New price: 5,000
baht. My price: 3,500 baht.
Email: phellinus@hotmail.com

NOTEBOOK

Celeron 1100MHz. 256 MB
RAM. 20 GB HDD. SVGA 14"
monitor. Video shares memory
up to 64MB. 4 USB ports. DVD
drive. TV out. VGA out. LAN
10/100. 56K modem. Infrared.
XP Pro with a number of soft-
ware programs. Virus protected
and Windows updated. 19,000
baht. Tel: 07-888- 4785. Email:
brunyth@yahoo .fr

GOLF MEMBERSHIP

Laguna golf membership – in-
clusive of Laguna hotels’ privi-
leges – for sale at 240,000
baht. Please call evenings. Tel:
076-271046.

THAI LESSONS

for foreigners. Thai lessons by
professional teacher. Available
now at your place. Call today
for details. Tel: 04-0587988.
Email: teflsteve@yahoo.co.uk

SWIMMING LESSONS

Vita Ltd offers one-to-one
swimming lessons in your
private pool with UK-qualified
teacher. For more informa-
tion, please call 076-388095
or 07-0732516, or view our
website at: www.vitagroup.
net

SEEKING THAI LADY

I am a single man, 44 years
young, and would like to meet
a nice Thai lady, age 30 to 40.
Email: wilco59@excite.com

TOMBOY WANTED

I am a 25-year-old single man
working in Phuket. I am stay-
ing alone and would like to
meet a tomboy, age not over
23. Tel: 09-4745898.

TRAVEL COMPANION

30-year-old Dutchman seeks
nice, attractive, slim and open-
minded Thai female to be holi-
day travel companion. If you
send me your picture , I will
surely reply to you. Email:
doeidoeiduizend@hotmail.
com

NEW FRIENDS

I am a frequent visitor to
Phuket. I would like to meet
other Thai people to learn/prac-
tice Thai language and in re-
turn can offer help with speak-
ing English. I will next be in
Phuket on 25th Aug. Please
email:  tom_woods6@hotmail
.com

THAI LADY CARES

I am a 30-year-old, beautiful,
slim Thai lady looking for an
older gentleman companion to
live with and cater to his every
need. I can send email with my
picture. My name is Nok,
which means bird. Email:
intaraman_nok@yahoo.com

SEXY THAI GIRL

I am looking for a young and
sexy Thai girl for wild times
around Phuket, and maybe to
take to other nice places in
Thailand. I am generous and
good fun, and I come to Thai-
land 6 times a year for business
and fun. Email: likeitalot@
myway.com

COMPUTER REPAIRS

English computerman. Sales
and repair. Lost data recovery
and tuition. Please contact for
more details. Tel: 09-4735080.

Problems with an extra-marital affair?
Questions about Thai culture?
Having communications problems?
Need somebody to Love?

Fax 076-213971 or
email momma@phuketgazette.netRead her advice in the Phuket Gazette.

See ISSUES & ANSWERS

at

www.phuketgazette.net

Business Services Computers
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Motorbikes

Wanted

Rentals

Saloon Cars

4 x 4s
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Please use this form to write your classified advertisement.

Then hand it to any of our agents.

Classified ads are charged per line. Each line is 60 baht,
with a minimum of 4 lines (heading included) per ad.

All advertising must be paid for in advance.

Deadline for Wheels & Motors page: Saturday 12 noon.

Wheelsheelsheelsheelsheels & Motorsotorsotorsotorsotors
Advertisements

Pickups

Phuket’s Most Trusted &

Reputable Supplier of the Finest

Quality Used SALOONS,

SEDANS, JEEPS & PICKUPS

New cars or trade-ins –
we have what you’re

looking for
For more info pls call us at

Tel: 076-224632, 216243

www.suremotor.com

FORD EXPLORER
4X4

4.0L, year 1998, blue, auto-
matic gears and seats. CD
player, always serviced at
Ford center. 107,000km
covered. Price: 550,000
baht. Finance: 350,000
baht. Please contact K. Wit.
Tel: 09-4740952.

HONDA SONIC
125RS

2002 model. 16,000km,
2nd owner. Carbon-fiber
panels, posh extras, excel-
lent condition. Price: 35,000
baht. For details call Tel: 09-
8753930

HONDA STEED
600CC

As-new Honda Steed 600,
in more than excellent condi-
tion. 175,000 baht. Phone:
09-6699325, 01-8099357
Email: uglythaiboy@hotmail.
com

A1 CAR RENTALS

A1 Car Rentals present the
following vehicles for rent:
♦ Isuzu Hi-Lander, auto 4
door 28,000 baht/month
♦ Toyota Altis, auto new
28,000 baht/month
♦ Toyota Vios, auto new
22,000 baht/month
♦ Toyota Soluna 15,000
baht/month
All insured. Special prices
for long-term rentals. Tel:
09-8314703.

TOYOTA COROLLA
1.6-liter. Green. 71,000km.
360,000 baht. Automatic
four-door model with aircon
and power windows. Car is in
very good condition. Contact
for more details. Tel: 076-
248333  Fax: 076-248332.
Email: thailand@freesurf.ch

CORSA SWING
I have a Corsa for sale. It is a
5-speed, 3-door model with
aircon and power windows.
Car is in very good condition.
Asking price: 150,000 baht.
Tel: 07-8814734.

GRAND CHEROKEE
Only 2 years old. Metallic
yellow. 58,000km. Full  insur-
ance. 1 lady owner. Tel: 076-
324333, 09-7939873. Fax:
076-270400. Email: vloffice
@loxinfo.co.th

SUZUKI CARIBIAN
Dark green Suzuki Caribian
jeep in good condition. 1995
model, looks new, runs well,
good sound! Insured.
180,000 baht (approx US$
4,500). Contact me for more
details. Tel: 09-4880955.

2002 FORD RANGER
Only 9,500km. Best  offer over
500,000 baht. Please do not
even try to beg for a lower price.
Tel: 09-9971855. Email:
charlesaraines@hotmail.com

SECONDHAND JEEP
I am looking to buy a second-
hand Toyota jeep, Suzuki
Caribian or Sporty. Email your
offer with pictures and details
to Email: noel69_2002@
yahoo.com

HONDA 900 CBR 95
165,000 baht cash. Nice and
very fast bike. 22,000 miles. Sky
blue-white. Contact for more
info. Tel: 09-5879731. Email:
roger69@loxinfo.co.th

PROPER SIDECAR
Looking for a big passenger
sidecar (Western style) to
adapt to a Honda CB1 400cc.
Tel: 075-631994. Email:
colombattofabio@hotmail.
com

NEW MOTORBIKES
Honda Wave 110s, Honda
Wave 125s, and Yamaha
Nouvo automatics with elec-
tric starters and disc brakes for
rent. Tel: 076-296443, 09-
7258575.  Fax: 076-296443.
Email: office@gasserweb.
com

TOYOTA VIOS
Year 2003 Toyota Vios.
Bronze color, and in mint con-
dition. 29,000km only. Can
pay 170,000 baht as deposit
and then make monthly pay-
ments. For more info or to
view, call Tel: 076-263478.

BMW 532i (BLACK)
Year 2003. This car is in mint
condition. Can sell for cash or
the new owner can pay a de-
posit and continue to make the
monthly payments, or re-fi-
nance through the same fi-
nance company. Please con-
tact K. Somnuk. Tel: 076-240-
042, 01-8933259. Email:
stroker106@csloxinfo.com

HONDA ACCORD
Year 2001. 2300cc VTI AT,
gold color, leather upholstery,
2 air bags, only one driver,
and in as new condition: only 2
years and 10 months old. If se-
riously interested, please con-
tact for more information. Tel:
01-8921057. Email:
choice@loxinfo.co.th

NISSAN CEFIRO 3.0L
Nissan Cefiro, black, 3.0-liter
V6. Seven months old. Price
new: 1.65 million baht. Will sell
at 1.25 million baht, or you can
take over the repayments with
deposit of 250,000 baht plus
payments of 27,000 baht per
month over 40 months. Tel:
05-1456238. Email: johan@
phuketbusinessbroker.com

PORSCHE 911
Red, Recaro seats, harness,
turbo bodykit, RUF wheels, big
stereo, big brakes, electric
sunroof, lucky license plate
number. Price: 1.29 million
baht. Please call Oi. Tel: 01-
8957908. Email: rungtiwap@
asianwind.biz

JAGUAR XJ40
Jaguar XJ40 Sovereign, auto-
matic, year 1989, metallic
black, original 6-cyl 3.6-liter
Jaguar engine (240hp),
139,000 miles. Very economi-
cal on fuel. Aircon, mag
wheels, good 225/55 tires,
electric windows, leather
seats and mirrors. Cruise con-
trol, central locking, good con-
dition. Price: 285,000 baht.
Tel: 06-8266655. Email:
speicherplatzz@yahoo.com

ISUZU 4 CAB
Isuzu Dragon Power, 3,000cc,
120hp, turbo-charged diesel.
2 years old, one owner since
December 24, 2001. No acci-
dents, all services by Isuzu.
Runs 11km/liter. Price:
540,000 baht, including 6
months’ full insurance. Please
contact for pictures and more
details. Tel: 09-8715642.
Email: termalou@loxinfo.co.th

VW VAN FOR RENT
Volkswagen auto van, year
1998, gold. For rent at only
18,000 baht a month, includ-
ing insurance. Call Tel: 01-
7956363 for full details.

4WD PICKUP
Looking for a 4x4 pickup, pref-
erably 4-door, recent model
Toyota, Ford, Isuzu or Mit-
subishi. Tel: 09-4724904.
Email: shadows_and_light@
yahoo.com

NISSAN NV
with power steering and
aircon for a quick sale. Metallic
silver. Only 180,000 baht.
Please contact for more infor-
mation. Tel: 06-6829191.
Email: vagabond802000@
yahoo.com

1996 NISSAN PICKUP
One owner from new.
2000cc, red, 180,000km.
King Cab model. 220,000
baht. Tel: 076-280590. Email:
eric@insurance-in-thailand.
com

FORD RANGER XLT
2000 model, 4WD. Metallic
silver. Has service record.
Only 65,000km. 4-door ver-
sion. Lots of extras, such as
new gas suspension (much
more comfortable than stan-
dard), new Bridgestone tires
and wheels, new clutch, bull
bar, etc. All the extra equip-
ment is worth 80,000 baht.
The car is in superb condition
and I recently had it checked
and serviced at Ford. Selling
for 480,000 baht. Tel: 05-
1500013. Email: iggemobil@
yahoo.se

TOYOTA D4D 4WD
This truck was bought less
than 2 years ago, one expat
owner, 21,000km, in perfect
condition. Blue and gray, 4
doors, leather interior, alarm,
reversing sensor, 10-disc Sony
MP3 player, brush guard, etc.
Looking for offers, not a fire
sale. Tel: 01-7470941. Email:
lamsai@yahoo.com

FORD RANGER
2003 model, 2.5-liter, 4WD,
manual transmission. Excellent
condition. Tel: 02-6475635. LUGGAGE RACK

Fits Ford Ranger pickup truck,
and probably other pickups,
too. 2 years old. Comes com-
plete with weather cover. Call
or email for inspection. Price
asking only 8,500 baht. Tel:
076-248626, 07-2679780.
Email: lovinda1@hotmail.com

Others

1998 HARLEY
HERITAGE

Harley Heritage Classic in
black with more than
150,000 baht of extra
chrome, whitewalls, in
showroom condition.
Forced to sell. 650,000
baht. Tel: 076-381648.
Email:  frankvisakay@
hotmail.com

HONDA STEED
I’m looking for Honda Steed
springer front suspension. I
need to locate the parts and
price for shipping to the US.
Email: swtgrl2no@hotmail.
com

Do Not Drink
Tap Water!
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Ask Anna for details. Tel: 076-236555
or Email: anna@phuketgazette.net

EXPOSE YOURSELF!
to 10-15,000 visitors a day!

The Phuket Gazette Mini-Web. 500 baht a month.

Can you afford NOT to be on board?

pulleeeaze!

If you have a radio,
don’t take it to the beach!

Help us to help
the animals

076-263737
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