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Chief "satisfied’
at police reform

By Gategaeo Phetsawang

PHUKET CITY: Six months af -
ter Prime Minister Thaksin Shin-
awatra called for improvements
to police practices nationwide,
the Commander of Police Re-
gion 8 says he is satisfied with
the progress the region’s police
have madein their effortsto im-
prove their public image.

Pol Lt Gen Somsak Buppa-
suwan, Surat Thani-based com-
mander of Region 8, which in-
cludes Phuket, told the Gazette
on June 25 that the results of a
survey by a university research
team indicate that the necessary
improvementsare being madein
his region.

“The survey results are di-
vided into two parts, the first
being police officers’ under-
standing of therequired reforms
and the second being the public’'s
perception of the extent towhich
reforms have been achieved.

“The initial evaluation
showed that police comprehen-
sion of our vision for re-engi-
neering police operationsis sat-
isfactory, though only 60% of the
officers understand our vision,
which is less than the 70% we
had targeted [by thistime].

“But thisisjust the begin-
ning of the reforms and it takes
time to change peopl€e’s behav-
ior. We till have a year and a
half to improve them.”

As for public perception,
he said, the research showed that
themajority of people agreethat
the police have “re-engineered’
themselves, with more than 70%
of respondents saying they are
satisfied with what the officers
have achieved.

Referring to the faltering
investigation into the murder of
Pongtorn Hiranyaburana — the

Pol Lt Gen Somsak Buppasuwan: ‘This is just the beginning of
the reforms ... it takes time to change people’s behavior.’

Deputy Chief of the Phuket Land
Office who was shot dead on
April 25 last year after he was
orderedto check land titles— Gen
Somsak said that athough the
murder was committed long be-
fore he was appointed Com-
mander of Region 8, investiga-
tors are still following the case.

“Westill lack clear enough
evidencetotakeaction,” hesaid,
adding, “I don’t want to set adate

when the officers will solve the
case because setting a deadline
may result in mistakesin thein-
vestigation.

“But the officers certainly
will not ignore this case.”

Gen Somsak wasin Phuket
to preside over theinstallation of
anew spirit house and of asmall
container of “prosperoussoil” in
the base of the new flagpole at
the Phuket City Police Station.

Democrats
Jurin dams
Thaksn
government

By Gazette Staff

PHUKET: Thousands of people
who turned up for two Democrat
Party rallies on June 25 and 26
heard a speech by Democrat
Party Deputy Leader Jurin Lak-
sanavisitin which he berated the
Thai Rak Thai government as a
failure, and outlined his party’s
platform for the upcoming gen-
eral election.

The well-attended rallies
were held on consecutive nights,
the first at Saphan Hin and the
second in a field opposite the
Cherng Talay Tambon Adminis-
tration Offices.

K. Jurin said that the Phu-
ket events had enjoyed good
public feedback. “People will
understand the situation in the
country better following this
campaign.

“[One aim] is to make
people aware of the failings of
thisgovernment, especialy [its]
corruption. Now a single fam-
ily has swooped in to take ad-
vantage of the whole country,”
he said.

K. Jurin added that the
government’sloan schemes had
failed to solve grassroots eco-
nomic problems and had turned
Thailand into a nation of debt-
ors — even as Prime Minister
Thaksin Shinawatra's business
empire continues to expand.

Hesaid the Democrat Party
platform would strike at the root
problems facing the nation and
would focus on education re-
form.

Other issues in which the
Thai Rak Thai party had failed
itsmandateincluded tourism and
security, he said.

“Although the price of rub-
ber has gone up, people no long-

Continued on page 2

MOM TRI’S BOATHOUSE, simply the best ! ...

Praised by the International Press — the finest Thai, European and seafood cuisine.

The best wine cellar and Award of Excellence from Wine Spectator each year from 1995 onwards.
Live Music every evening. Open for lunch and dinner. Reservations recommended.

MOM TRI'S BOATHOUSE, Tel: 076-330 015 - directly on spectacular Kata Beach



2 PHUKET GAZETTE

N E WS

July 3 -9, 2004

Thalang dam ‘to be

completed in 2006

THALANG: The head of the
Phuket office of the Royal Irri-
gation Project (PRIP), which is
responsible for sourcing the
island’s public water supply, has
confirmed that the new reservoir
at Klong Bang Neaw Dum will
be ready for usein 2006, despite
adelay caused by aholdupinthe
land procurement process.

The head of the PRIP, Wat-
charaArepornsiri assured Phuket
Governor Udomsak Usawarang-
kurathat the project was moving
forward during the Governor’s
June 28 visit to the project site
in Tambon Srisoonthorn.

The 712-million-baht pro-
ject has been approved by the
Cabinet, with 405 million baht
allocated for construction costs
and 315 million baht for the pur-
chase of 651 rai of private land.

When compl eted, the eight-
meter-thick earth damwill be 860
meters long and 30 meters high,
creating astorage capacity of 7.2
million cubic meters.

Thisisdightly lessthanthe
8-million-m?® capacity of the
Bang Wad reservoir in Kathu,

which is currently Phuket’s only
Major reservoir.

K. Watchara said the new
reservoir will meet all the water
needs of Thalang district, which
has suffered worsening dry-sea-
son droughts in recent years.

He admitted that the pro-
ject has been held up by the un-
willingness of the Aikwanich
and Krua-sanee families to sell
about 300rai of land to the PRIP
at the price offered by the gov-
ernment.

The land must now be ac-
guired through a Royal Decree.
K. Watchara expects it to take
three to four months to gain ap-
prova from HM King Bhumibol
Adulyadej.

As aresult, acal for bids
to build the dam, originally
scheduled for 2005, has now
been postponed to some time in
2006.

Governor Udomsak urged
the central government to act
guickly to expedite the dam con-
struction because any delay will
impact on the public interest.

— Kamol Pirat
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Dive master murdered,
ex-boyfriend arrested

By Gategaeo Phetsawang

PATTAYA: Police in Bang g
Lamung District have ar-
rested and charged a Belgian
man for the stabbing murder
of hisex-girlfriend, who was
employed asadiveinstructor
in Kata.

Thevictim, 23-year-old
Chompoonut “ Jeab” Kobram
of Buri Ram province, fin- |
ished her PADI dive master
course last May and was
working for Nautilus Divers
in Kata.

Pol Maj Chalermkiat
Sirimak of Tambon Dong Tan
Police Station told the Gazette
that K. Jeab’s ex-boyfriend,
24-year-old Belgian national
Sam Van Treeck, had been
arrested for the murder.

He is accused of stab-
bing K. Jeab 48 times with a
short-bladed knife, Mg Chalerm-
kiat said. Treeck has denied kill-
ing her, saying hefound her body
on June 25 in his apartment.

Hewas arrested and charg-
ed with the murder two dayslater.

Maj Chalermkiat said in-
vestigators are now reviewing a
taperecorded by avideo surveil-
lance camera at the apartment
building where Treeck lived.

Although hesitant to dis-
closetoo much information about
the case whileitisstill under in-
vestigation, Maj Chalermkiat did
tell the Gazette that investigators
had recovered some strands of
hair fromthevictim’shands. The
hair is now being tested and the
results are expected in about two
weeks' time, he said.

K. Jeab’s Canadian boy-

Chompoonut “Jeab” Kobram pictured
with her daughter, Cherie.

friend Noah Meyer, 33, told the
Gazette from K. Jeab’s home-
town, where he is attending her
funeral, that he had been living
with her in Phuket for about 18
months and that they were plan-
ning to get married next year.

He was informed of his
girlfriend’s murder by the vic-
tim’s younger sister, who in turn
learned about it from a newspa-
per.

“| talked to her for the last
time on the phone on Friday af-
ternoon [June 25] and asked what
time | should pick her up at the
airport, because she was sup-
posed to come back on Saturday.
She asked me to call her back,
but [when | did] her phonedidn’t
work,” he said.

Police said that the murder

occurred between 4 pm and
6 pm on June 25.

“At first | didn’'t be-
lieve it. Then | looked and
recognized the photosin the
newspaper and | knew [it
wastrue],” he said.

K. Jeab moved to Phu-
ket in December 2002, Mr
Meyer said. Before she be-
came a dive master, she
worked as a waitress in an
Italian restaurant at Nai Harn
Beach.

“She was extremely
friendly and customersloved
her. She was very thought-
ful,” Mr Meyer added.

“Shewent to Pattayato
help her friend Sam. Hewas
her ex-boyfriend many years
ago, before the two of us
were together. He started to
call her again three months
ago. Shewent thereaonebe-
cause she was very independent.
| trusted her to travel on her
own,” he said.

“I think he was hung up on
her and still loved her,” he said,
adding that the alleged murderer
had told K. Jeab that he was
happy to have recently split up
with his wife.

Asked what he thinks was
the motive for the murder, Mr
Meyer said, “| have no idea. It's
still a complete mystery to me. |
don’t understand how anyone
could do something like that.”

Bryony Dalby-Ball, a
friend of the dead woman, said,
“Jeab was a beautiful woman, a
great friend to have and | feel
lucky to have known her. All her
friendslove her very much. We'll
miss her.”

Jurin slams government’sfailures

From page 1
er feel safe going out to tap rub-
ber [at night],” he said.

K. Jurin’s speech also
touched on thefailure of the Thai
Rak Thai-led coalition to address
the ongoing violenceinthe Deep
South.

He said he was optimistic
about the potential for change.
“We are ready for the next na-
tional election and expect to get

51 seatsout of 54 [inthe South],”
he said.

Chalermlak Kebsup, Dem-
ocrat MPfor Phuket electord dis-
trict 2, said the events each drew
about 3,000 supporters initialy,
but that the numbers swelled to
about 7,000 asthe eveningswore
on and Thai country singer Aka-
chai Sreevichai went on stageto
give free concerts.

Therallieswere part of the
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Democrats’ Meet the People
campaign, which isaimed at in-
creasing support for the party in
the run-up to the next general
election, dueto takeplacein Feb-
ruary next year.

In the coming weeks the
campaign will hit a total of 400
electoral districts nationwide,
with each rally featuring an ad-
dress by a Democrat Party depu-
ty leader.
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Patong police thanked for arresting B29m thief

PHUKET CITY: Pol Col Chalit Thinta-
nee, Superintendent of Kathu Police Sta-
tion, received a bouquet of flowers on
June 23 in appreciation for the arrest of a
postman from Sakhon Nakhon who had
stolen 29 million baht.

The postal worker, Wirachai Gaisee-
ta, was in charge of the remittances sec-

tion of the Sakhon Nakhon Post Office,
and diverted money intended for remit-
tances into his own bank account.

After amassing sufficient funds,
Wirachai apparently decided to take ava-
cation in Patong, where he was arrested.

The presentation was made at the ST
Hotel by Kusol Yamyune, Surat Thani-

based Senior Director of Region 8 of the
Thai Post & Telegraph Department.

At the same meeting, Wirat Bun-
petchkaew, the Patong Post Office Chief,
was asked about progress toward arrest-
ing his own thieving post office manager,
Prawit Prateep Na Thalang.

He said that Prawit had been fired —

not for theft from the mail, but for failing
to turn up for work for 15 days.

“Prawit was an employee of a state
enterprise. He was fired because he did
not come to work for 15 days,” he ex-
plained.

On February 11, K. Wirat told the
Gazette that Prawit was caught removing

Planning key
In OrBorJor’s
new agenda

By Siripansa Somboon

PHUKET CITY: Phuket Provin-
cial Administration Organization
(OrBorJor) President Anchalee
Vanich-Thepabutr has targeted
town planning as the key to the
successful development of the
island while at the sametime pre-
serving its natural beauty.

Speaking at arecent assem-
bly of officers from the OrBor-
Jor, the island’s tambon Admin-
istration Organizations (OrBor-
Tor) and municipalities (tessa-
baan), K. Anchalee targeted Pa
Khlok for preservation through
planning, and said that it should
be spared the fate that had be-
fallen Patong.

She suggested that preserv-
ing the island’s beauty could be
coupled with other objectives,
such as developing the tourism
industry through projectssuch as
building ahistorical park and vil-
lage.

Focusing on Patong, she
said the beach resort suffered
from poor estheticsand that ille-
gal guides operating in Patong
needed to be dealt with.

She also said that the num-
ber of peopleliving in Phuket but
not registered asliving ontheis-
land was creating problems, par-
ticularly for town planners and
in terms of the trash produced in
Phuket.

“About 270,000 people are
registered asliving in Phuket, but
... we don’'t know how many
peopleare*hiding’ in Phuket, and
that iscreating problemsfor town
planners,” she said.

“Such people add to the
garbage produced on the island,
which will be a big problem be-
cause Phuket already produces
about 350 tonnes of garbage a
day,” she added.

To help cope with dispos-
ing of therising volume of trash,
K. Anchal ee suggested that “ gar-
bage bank” be built at Saphan
Hin where recyclable items can
be separated from trash to be in-
cinerated.

She also said that she ex-
pected the problems of a short-
age of teachers and poor quality
education at schools on the is-
land to be improved on, as well
wastewater treatment systems so
that “gray” water could be used
to supplement water supplies
and eke out thewater held inres-
ervoirs.

On the problem of traffic
congestion, K. Anchaleecited the
Darasamut School (Thainaanres-
taurant) intersection as an ex-
ample areato focus on, and sug-
gested that the Provincial High-
ways Department build an under-
pass at the junction.

“Although [an underpass]
would cost about 20% more than
an overpass, it would be prefer-
able because an overpass will
obscure the view,” she said.

K. Anchalee said that now
that the main principles have
been laid down, a detailed plan
will be completed by September.

She added that public hear-
ings to gather feedback from
Phuket residents will be held
later, but did not specify when or
where the hearings will be held.
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DiZ;itaI wizardry

Digital photographic art by two local photographers in on show
at the Public Library, on Phuket Rd, Phuket City, until July 30.
Entry to the exhibit, by artists Soopphareok Teepapan and Saran
Sudduen, is free. The library is open from 10 am to 7 pm, from
Tuesday to Friday and 10 am to 4 pm at weekends (it is closed
on Mondays). Pictured above is The Queen of Flowers, by Soop-
phareok.

the contents of envelopes by a
newly-installed security camera.

However, at the ST Hotel
he said, “[Prawit’s] crime was
very minor because he took only
five postcards which were not
worth much. Wearrested him and
got the postcards back.”

After his “arrest”, Prawit
walked out of the post officeand
has not been seen since.

Meanwhile, steps have
been taken to improve the dire
performance of the Karon Post
Office, K. Kusol told the Gazette.

“Karon Post Office had a
problem with delivering mail be-
cause there was too much work
for the staff we had there, and
employees were always quit-
ting,” he explained.

“Now we have hired more
staff to deliver mail.”

Editorial: page 18

16 killed on
roadsin May

PHUKET: Traffic accidents re-
main the No 1 killer in Phuket,
with 16 people dying as the re-
sult of accidents on Phuket's
roads in May. Twelve of the 16
who died wereriding motorbikes.

According to the latest sta-
tisticsfrom the three government
hospitals in Phuket — Wachira,
Thalang and Patong — 1,045
people were injured in road ac-
cidents in May. Of these, 932
were riding motorbikes.

InApril, whichincludesthe
Songkran holiday period that is
notorious for its road toll, 14
people died and 914 people were
injured in traffic accidents.

Thefiguresareanimprove-
ment on the period between April
20 and May 20 last year, when
26 people, al on motorcycles,
died on Phuket’s roads.
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Queer News

Scam of the week

BANGKOK: A daughter delivered her father’s safe, containing more
than 2 million baht in cash and valuables, to swindlers who called
her and told her that her father owed them alot of money.

Rapipat Surapipit, 57, Personnel Manager of Plaza Athenee
Hotel in Bangkok, told police that his daughter (name and age unre-
ported) was at home with the family’s 24-year-old maid on June 16
when awoman called the house claiming to be a bank officer.

Thewoman told the girl that her father risked bankruptcy if he
didn’t settle up hisdebts. After asking the girl to describethefamily’s
assets, she encouraged her to phone her dad to confirm that the story
was true.

But when the girl called her dad’s mobile, awoman who iden-
tified herself as Khun Ke answered the phone. K. Ke, who said she
was K. Rapipat’s secretary, told her that her father was too busy to
take the call.

But, she said, K. Rapipat had |eft instructions for the daughter
to deliver the family safe to a spot next to a public phone booth in
front of the Carrefour Department Store on Lard Prao Road.

Thegirl believed the story, and in amove that shewill no doubt
regret for therest of her life, sheinstructed the family maid, ayoung
woman named Khamwan, to take the safe to the designated spot.

Good maids do what they are told, and K. Khamwan carried
out the order. Shetold the police that aman of about 30 waswalking
around the safe as she left to return home.

When K. Rapipat came home he found his life savings miss-
ing. The strongbox had held land titles, jewelry, gold and cash worth
over two million baht in value, he said.

Pol Ma Krit Jangsang of Toongsonghone Police Station re-
vealed that thiswas the 10" such scam the swindlers have pulled off.

It likely won't be the last, either, as the gang is reportedly still

at large. .
Source: Daily News

ivate motorists are, for

he time being, the ones

feeling the pinch from

fuel-price rises; drivers

of diesel vehicles — already fa-

vored by tax breaks—have yet to
seearisein prices at the pump.

Kanjit Pissawong, Chief of
the Phuket Provincia Commer-
cia Office (PPCO), said, “Pri-
vate car drivers are feeling the
direct impact of these pricerises,
but the commercial sector is
pretty well insulated by the
government’s subsidy on diesel
fuel.

“Everyone is aware of the
serious impact that higher diesel
prices would have on the cost of
living. Bus tickets, food and
many other items would rise in
price.”

K. Kanjit explained that her
office regularly monitors prices
and practices, both at gas stations
and in the shops.

“We check the prices of
food and other goods at the mar-
kets around theisland and in the
supermarketsthreetimesaweek.
We check a random selection of
fuel stationsevery week, and also
monitor that the amount put into
the tank is the amount the con-
sumer is charged for,” she told
the Gazette.

“Some unscrupulous gas
station staff have been caught not
filling drivers' tanks but charg-
ing them for afill-up,” she said
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TERRORISM
TAKESITS
TOLL AT
THE PUMPS

The worldwide rise in oil prices caused mainly by terrorist activity
in Saudi Arabia has resulted in a 1.20-baht-per-liter rise in the
price of 91- and 95-octane gasoline at the pumps in a little over
a month. At the end of May, 91-octane was selling at 17.20 baht

a liter while 95-octane was pegged at 18 baht a liter.

By June, 9, the prices had risen to 17.80 and 18.60 baht
respectively. Less than a fortnight later, the prices rose again, to
18.40 and 19.20 baht — equivalent to increases of 6.9% and

6.7% respectively.

Unless the upward trend in global oil prices levels off or
reverses very soon, pundits expect both prices to exceed 20
baht. Here, Anongnat Sartpisut looks at how Phuket has been

affected.

“We [the PPCO] have the
authority to close these rogues
down and have done so, though
none since January thisyear.”

K. Kanjit said that PPCO
officers are vigilant about rising
prices in the shops and although
rises are permitted — the PPCO
cannot interferewith natural mar-
ket forces—they must be reason-
able, and they must be displayed.

“Market forces are market
forces, but we don’t allow profi-
teering,” she said. “No one
should take advantage of a diffi-
cult situation, something of na-
tional concern, for personal
gain.”

In fact, K. Kanjit says, that
pricefluctuations—exceptin the
case of fuel —havethusfar been
normal seasonal changes.

She also said, “We are
keeping an eye on the situation
and if prices do start to rise ab-
normally, or if aclearer long-term
picture develops, we can set and
implement plans.”

The airline industry is,
naturally, highly sensitive to the
vagaries of the oil market. Air-
lines—which have seen the price
of aviation kerosene rise by al-
most 60% in the past year —have

been cautious about passing on
the burden to passengers.

But with oil prices hitting
13-year-highs, many carriers
have introduced a*“fuel charge”,
averaging around the equivalent
of 300 to 700 baht per passen-
ger. Thai Airways (THAI) has
levied a fuel charge of 300 baht
on routes to and from Asia and
the Middle East, and 600 baht on
intercontinental flights.

Viset Sontichai, Upper-
Southern District Sales Manager
for THAI, said that, unlike air-
lines in other countries, THAI
has not introduced asurchargeon
domestic flights. “ Competition,
since the introduction of ‘no-
frills’ carriers, has become too
fierce,” he explained.

K. Viset said, “Fuel costs
for airlines are anywhere be-
tween 15% and 30% of their to-
tal operating costs. We [THAI]
areat thetop end of thisscaleand
fuel increases eat into our profit
margin very easily.

“Theadditional fuel charge
lessens the impact of higher oil
prices. We will drop the extra
charge once oil prices have sta-
bilized.”

He said that THAI will
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The biggest losers so far are drivers of private cars, most of which are fueled by gasoline.

“fix” a ceiling price with fuel
suppliers next year, which will,
he expects, prevent surcharges
being added. “We don't like pass-
ing on these charges to our cus-
tomers and the deal we are cur-
rently negotiating, for a median
price between thehighsand lows,
should prevent thisin thefuture,”
he concluded.

Land and sea tour compa-
nies appear to be more shielded
from rising oil prices by virtue
of the fact that their vehicles —
buses and boats—use diesel fuel,
the price of which is currently
subsidized by the government.

Paithoon Monthantong, As-
sistant Operations Manager of
SEA Tours Co, told the Gazette
that the contracts Sea Tours and
some other operators hold with
transport companies are fixed.
“Customers shouldn’'t see any
risein prices aslong as our con-
tracts are valid. But if the price
of oil skyrockets, then we may
have to think again,” said K.
Paithoon.

However, oneindustry that
has started to feel the squeezeis
commercial fishing. Fleet andin-
dividual operatorshave been able
to take advantage of government-
supplied “Green Oil” — diesel
dyed green and sold tax-free for
use exclusively by the shipping
industry —for almost three years

as a result of the government’s
efforts to undercut fuel smug-
glers.

However, the price of the
green oil, sold from tankers out
in the Andaman Sea, is set by
Singapore. Prices have risen by
25% from 10 baht to 12.5 baht a
liter, and fleet operators who get
through an average, for example,
of 50,000 liters a month, have
seen their bills increase from
500,000 to 625,000 baht amonth.

Somyos Wongbunyakul,
the Chief of Phuket Fishing As-
sociation, said, “ The revenue of
fishermen — and the supply of
seafood — cannot now be pre-
dicted.

“These increases have hit
our industry hard, and some op-
erators are beginning to seetheir
profits diminish to the point
where they are actually consid-
ering not putting to seaany more.

“The demand for seafood
isn’'t going to stop — athough it
isthelow season in Phuket at the
moment — but with less boats
putting to sea, fewer fish will be
caught. Factor in the fuel price
hikes and you can expect prices
of seafood to rise,” he warned.

Back on land, the small
fleets of metered taxis — which
number just 33 vehicles in total
— say they are a'so beginning to
suffer. Up against as many as
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2,000 tuk-tuks, they have been
struggling since their introduc-
tion 18 months ago.

Adithep Sangthong, a driv-
er with Phuket Taxi Meter, said
that all of thetaxison Phuket run
on 95-octane gasoline. “ The av-
eragerevenuefor eachtaxi driver
is around 1,000

He explained, “Passengers
are charged 50 baht for the first
two kilometers and seven baht
per kilometer thereafter for jour-
neys up to 22 km.

“We [thetaxi drivers] want
the PPTO to increase the tariff
from seven to 10 baht a kilome-
ter. To compensate the passen-
gers, we will drop the service
charge which averages 200 baht
ajourney,” K. Adithep added.

But Teerayuth Prasertphol,
Chief of the PPTO, was quick to
dismissK. Adithep’s suggestion,
which equatesto ariseinthefare
for a 10-kilometer journey, for
example, of 23%

“It is impossible and cur-
rently unwarranted,” K. Teera-
yuth said.

“Taxi rates were reset last
October. The increase then was
from 30 baht to 50 baht for the
first two kilometers and from
four baht to the current seven for
the next 22 km.

“I don’t know what the
worst-case scenario is for oil
price rises but even if the price
at the pumpsrosefar higher, taxi
drivers could still expect only a
modest rise. If the situation dete-
rioratesfurther, then we may ook
at thisagain.”

K. Adithep also questioned
why cheaper fuels—such as natu-
ral gas — were not available in
Phuket.

“Thetaxi industry in Bang-
kok has been well supported by
the government

baht a day,” he [LEL e j and the Petroleum
explained. “Up [IEL ]li‘:‘] | Authority of Thai-
until recently, we _ | land (PTT) with
were  paying [y - theintroduction of
around 300bahta [GILE i (-&I l!] natural gas vehic-
day for fuel. We les (NGV),” he
now pay some- fLGE 10 A said.
where between FEL ‘t‘.&;‘] “Prices are
350 to 400 baht a : much IOV\;]erE a?]ev
day,” he claimed. Sediul e en to eight baht a
Just how a [ mﬂﬂ liter — than diesdl,

6.6% rise in fuol [
price results in
taxi drivers' fuel 13
bills rising be-
tween 17% and

33% is not clear, but K. Adithep
said that taxi drivers have sug-
gested that the Phuket Provincial
Transportation Office (PPTO),
which setsand programsthefares
into taxi meters, should increase
the fares.

i A yan Ry
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which sells for
around 12 to 13
baht. Thegasoline
we [Phuket taxi
drivers] buy costs
more than 19 baht aliter.”

The reason, Wichitpong
Chuengthongsurp, Manager of
the PTT Phuket office, explained,
is simple economics.

“It costs around 10 million
baht to open just one NGV sta-

tion,” hesaid. “In Bangkok there
are more than 10,000 taxis. But
it'sjust not worth the capital in-
vestment for Phuket's 33 taxis.”

He added that there would
need to be at least 100 NGVson
the island before such a project
would even be considered.

K. Wichitpong also said,
“Theoail pricerisesaredue solely
to external factors, threats of ter-
rorism and the production capac-
ity of Opec.

“The [Thai] government
and the PTT are doing all that is
possibleto keep the pricesaslow
as possible, especialy for the
commercial sector, hence the
subsidizing of diesel prices.

“[The PTT] policy isto do
what we can to benefit the Thai
economy and those who depend
onit, Thais or foreigners.

“Profitisnot our motive. If
it were, then priceswould beris-
ing without subsidy. But prices
are going to rise, to at least 20
baht aliter,” he warned.

He said that research into
other forms of fuel — such as
“gasohol”, an ethanol-petrol hy-
brid derived from sugarcane—is
continuing in Thailand, asisre-
search into biodiesels derived
from cooking oil.

Like natural gas, these a-
ternativesarevery “clean” fuels.
The main drawback of gasohal,
apart from the fact that it is till
inthe experimental stages, isthat
currently costsmore per liter than
its“dirty” equivalent, gasoline.

“It's clear that we [Thai-
land] must look for alternative
formsof energy,” saidthe PTT'’s
K. Wichitpong. “Fuel prices can
affect everything from the cost of
food in the shops to airline tick-
ets. We are at the mercy of the
international market and must do
al that ispossibleto becomeless
affected by these fluctuations.”

But for the private motor-
ist, noticing that the gas-tank
needle climbs a little lower ev-
ery time he or she pullsin and
asks for 300 baht worth of gaso-
ling, thereislittle comfort or, in-
deed, sympathy.

K. Teerayuth of the PPTO
said, “Drive more and you will
pay more. Drive less and you
won’t. | don’t worry much about
private, non-commercial drivers.
It's a persona matter for them.”
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Time machine w

In Samkong

By Anongnat Sartpisut

imetravel haslong been
a dream of mankind.
After all, we areimbed-
ded in four dimensions
but can move with any volition
through only three of them. Un-
fortunately, it seems that we are
gtill along way
from develop-

envisioned by _- .
HG Wellsin his |*
1895 novel The
Time Machine.

However, |
like old photo- &
graphs, antiques [
canserveasvir-
tual time machines that carry us
back into the past —at least in the
mind’'s eye.

For many of the island’s
older residents, the sight of an
object from the past brings back
memoriesof simpler and happier
times when things were built to
last — before the rise of plastic
and the American-style throw-
away society.

Bangkok’s Chatuchak
weekend market offers acres of
old bric-a-brac, but the selection
at Phuket’'s weekend market is
lessimpressive.

For those who want a blast
from the not-so-distant past with-
out having to endure a journey
to the capital, there is an inter-
esting new shop in Samkong.

The proprietor is Bangkok-

born Gunn “Sonn” Tiensilakul
and his shop, which is till un-
named, is located between the
Siam Commercial Bank and
Dairy Hut Restaurant, in the new
row of shopsthat runsuptheside
of the Bangkok Phuket Hospital.

For K. Gunn, whose main
business is property develop-
ment, the shop
serves not only
ashishome—he
lives up on the
second floor —
but also asaway
todisplay hisin-
teresting collec-
tion of items to
the public.

He started
out by opening
an antique furniture shop in
Bangkok, but when thefirst of his
two children was born he began
looking for a healthier environ-
ment than the capital in which to
raise his family. He decided on
Phuket, moving here about two
years ago.

“Theshopisjust something
| do in my leisure time. | began
collecting old thingsin Bangkok.
I moved to this neighborhood
because it is near my children’s
school. At first, it was not ashop
—just ahome. But when | started
decorating it with my collection,
people began coming by and ask-
ing me about prices, so the busi-
ness was born.”

Thereis certainly an inter-
esting and eclectic set of items
to look over: a wooden fan, a

irreplaceable, but also require effort to malntaln in good condition.’

bright red toy firetruck, old lan-
terns and glass bottles, a hand-
made fish trap, an old-fashioned
water cooler, achalicethat looks
like the Holy Grail, an old tape
recorder, flashlights and an old
bicyclethat lookslikeit came off
the set of PeeWWee Herman's Big
Adventure.

Showing the Gazette an ag-
ing microphone, K. Sonn ex-
plained that some of the items
were passed down to him from
his father, who used to run a
movie theater in Bangkok. His
father used the mike to entertain
moviegoers between reels.

Like many people who get

into selling antiques, K. Sonn
learned the value of antiques
when clearing out his family es-
tate after hisfather passed away.
“Once, a an antique mar-
ket, 1 noticed stamps similar to
the ones my father had kept that
were selling at 800 to 1,200 baht
apiece. That'swhen | realized the
potential value of old things.”
But it isn't just for profit.
“Times change, things change,
but memories live on. When |
look at this stuff | can still see
the old theater as it was in the
past, with its wooden fans and
public address system,” he said.
Back inthe old days, packs

of cigarettes came not with dis-
turbing health warnings explain-
ing how the habit would dimin-
ish your libido and cause blood
vessels in your brain to burst.
Rather, smokersreceived collect-
ible cards with each pack. The
shop has over 50 such cards for
potential buyerstolook over, not
to mention an even larger vari-
ety of old matchboxes.

“When | look at them it
makes me compare the past and
the present,” said K. Sonn, let-
ting out a puff of aromatic smoke
from his pipe.

Showing the Gazette the
workmanship of some old hand-
made furniture, K. Sonn pointed
out the contrast with today’s
mass-produced furniture, much
of which is made of little more
that particle board.

“In my opinion, we can buy
new things anytime. However,
antiques are not only irreplace-
able, but also require some effort
to maintain in good condition.”

Not everything at the shop
isfor sale, but just about al of it
isworth having alook at.

“Prices range from 50 baht
to 10,000 baht, but everything is
negotiable. Every piece is be-
tween 20 to 100 years old.

“Thelastitem| soldwasan
old microscopethat wasdesigned
for use in the mining industry,”
he said.

Most peoplefind it hard to
decide what to keep and what to
throw away, and while the ar-
ticlesat K. Sonn’'s shop may not
yet qualify as truly antique, the
items on offer may make you re-
consider what goesin the bin the
next timeyou’ re cleaning house.

For more information visit the
shop at 2/9 Hongyok-Utis Rd,
Tambon Talad Yai, Phuket City, or
call Tel: 076-254977.

WARNING: SELLING ALCOHOL TO PERSONS UNDER 18 YEARS OLD IS ILLEGAL

When the tafte if peryect.
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Tourist condomson arrival for Aidstalks

side from the famous

Siamese smile, tour-

ists who enter Thai-

land from July 8to 16
will be greeted with acondom to
mark the Kingdom’s hosting of
the 15" International Aids Con-
ference.

About 350,000 condoms
are set to be given away during
the period. On July 6, condoms
will be distributed to motorists
who use the expressways and
travelers at Hualamphong Train
Station, according to Senator K.
Mechai Viravaidya, whoischair-
man of the Population and Com-
munity Development Associa-
tion.

As part of the campaign,
police officers will aso distrib-
ute condoms to motorists stuck
in traffic.

“Thecondomswill comein
two sizes. The ones given away
at the airport will be of a larger
size. Theothersaretofit Thais,”
Mecha said, adding that if the
number of condoms was not
enough, morewould be supplied.

Social scheme: People support-
ing elderly parents will qualify
for atax deduction of 15,000 baht
per parent per year under a new
government initiative, Finance
Minister Somkid Jatusripitak
said.

Financial donations to
foundations that support the dis-
abled, elderly or children oper-
ated free-of-charge by private
organi zations or the government
will aso qualify for tax deduc-
tions.

Individual donors will be
able to deduct the amount do-
nated up to the equivalent of 10%
of their total income tax, while
companies may deduct up to the
equivalent of 2% of profits.

Money donated to privately
run libraries, museums, art gal-
leries, the Sports Authority of
Thailand or provincial commit-
tees set up to promote sports ac-
tivities will also qualify donors
for deductions, he added.

Superbug threat: A diseasethat
is resistant to common antibiot-
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BOVINE BOTHER: Rescue workers try to save a pregnant
cow after it fell into an open sewer at a housing estate in
Ayudhaya province. The cow sustained minor injuries after
being trapped in the hole for about two hours.

ics, which is generating serious
concern overseas, has been de-
tected in Thailand.
Knownasmethicillinresis-
tant staphylococcus aureus
(MRSA), the disease was first
found in an elderly man from
Chanthaburi. Later, Sirirg) Hos-
pital in Bangkok said up to 100

patients had been infected by the
bacteria.

A pharmacist said doctors
were running out of medicines
capable of dealing withit.

The strain of bacteria has
becomeresistant to the antibiotic
methicillin and others such as
penicillin and synthetic penicil-

lin, including cephal osporins.

Dr Kachornsak Silapaopas-
kul from Prince of SongklaHos-
pital said doctors were using
Fosfomycin and Vancomycin to
treat MRSA, but conceded that
the disease could become more
virulent in the future.

Competitiveness central: The
National Economic and Social
Development Board (NESDB)
hopes to establish Bangkok as a
regional networking center on
issues relating to “competitive-
ness’ with an annual interna-
tional conference on the issue.

The first conference will
take place from July 12, with
more than 30 overseas experts
speaking.

The conference, entitled
“Competitiveness: Challenges
and Opportunities for Asian
countries’, isheing organized by
TheNation newspaper. Morethan
800 leading business people and
policymakers are expected to at-
tend.

Prime Minister Thaksin
Shinawatra, chairman of the Na-
tional Competitiveness Commit-
tee, will deliver the opening ad-
dress. Among the speakers will
bethefuturist Dr Stan Davis, au-
thor of It's Alive, Future Perfect,
and Richard Cooper, professor of
International Economics at Har-
vard University.

Prizefighting: Muay Thai boxer
Sanit Tiyametha was handed a
suspended two-year jail term for
taking a 200,000 baht bribe to
throw afight.

Sanit, known in thering as
Samson Look Chao Pho Ma-
hesak, was found guilty of vio-
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lating the Boxing Act by throw-
ing his fight against Samnuan
Sangpali at Lumpini Stadium last
August, the Southern Bangkok
Criminal Court saidinitsverdict.

“Sanit failed to put up a
fight worthy of a professional
boxer, prompting the referee to
ask him to leave the ring,” the
verdict read.

Although the defense con-
tended that Sanit’s poor perfor-
mance was the result of him not
being in shape, the prosecution
proved that he received a bribe
payment from a punter named
Na Naman.

Floodgates opened? |n aland-
mark decision, the Khon Kaen
Provincial Court ordered Dr Tas-
sanee Kovitsomboon and the
Khon Kaen Ram Hospital to
jointly pay 1.58 million baht in
compensation for her negligent
treatment of a baby who died
seven years ago from complica-
tions arising from an extremely
high level of yellow pigmenta-
tion, or bilirubin.

It wasthefirst timeamedi-
cal malpractice case has been
won under Thai consumer pro-
tection laws.

The Medical Council will
not investigate the doctor be-
causethethree-year legal limiton
investigations into the ethics or
conduct of doctors had passed.
The case dated back seven years.

The hospital has indicated
that it intends to appeal against
the decision.

Around the Nation newsround-up
is sourced from the pages of The
Nation and Kom Chad Leuk

newspapers.
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Heading into hibernation

y theend of June, Khao

Lak finaly surrendered

to the low season and

went into hibernation.
Heavy rain seemed to fal con-
tinuously for about aweek, turn-
ing Khao Lak into abig off-road
track with huge puddles of water
and red mud.

Now thereisjust a handful
of shops catering
to tourists still
open here and
there, while most
restaurants have
already closed
and will stay shut
until early No-
vember.

However,
hardware stores
and minimartsare
till open to sup-
ply the construc-
tion workers and businesspeople
who haverealized that Khao Lak
has apromising future asaplace
where money is made and spent.

Several rumorssay that big
changes are ahead, such asagi-
gantic golf course and so on. |
have not been ableto verify such
rumors, so | guessit’s best to sit
back and watch what happens.

Sporting start: Just before the
rainy season fell upon us, Khao

ANDAMAN
COASTING

By Franky Gun

Lak’srather boring nightlifewas
enriched with the opening of a
new establishment: The Sports-
man Bar.

L ocated opposite the Khao
Lak Minimart, on Khao Lak’s
main road, the bar offers daily
news and sports events on a big
screen with the chance to sip a
beer or a cocktail while playing
around of snook-
er with friends.

Unfortunate-
ly, thegigantic rat-
tan and bamboo
seats are very un-
comfortable. As
no cushions are
available, it is no
wonder that few
patrons stay long.

Comfortable
seats and a bit of
ambience would
have helped, astheroof andwalls
are rather basic. Well, there are
five months of little business
ahead, so that should give the
owner enough time to fill in the
blanks.

Five-star-struck: Khao Lak has
finally become a five-star desti-
nation. The Sofitel Magic La-
goon Resort & Spa officially
opened on May 1, making it the
first internationally-managed

The hole story: The intersection
leading to Bang Niang Beach is
a potholed mess.

five-star resort in Khao Lak.

The luuxury resort has 319
rooms and boasts the world's
largest lagoon-style swimming
pool, covering 14,008 square
meters (8.755 rai).

On June 1, Le Meridien
Khao Lak Beach and Spa Resort
officially opened for guests. The
resort offers five-star accommo-
dation, services and high-tech

facilities. Its 13,056-sgm layout,
exclusively designed as the pre-
eminent destination for eco-tour-
ism, features 243 bedrooms, 80-
sgm lagoon villas and 15 pool
villas.

Pot luck: Bang Niang, although
awinner when it comes to busi-
ness options, seemsto be aloser
when it comes to road mainte-
nance.

While drains are being in-
stalled along the main road, the
intersection of main road and the
sideroad to Bang Niang Beach —
and we are talking about a busy
intersection that leads to severa
upmarket resorts—lookslikethe
surface of the Moon.

Dozens of deep potholes
decoratetheintersection, provid-
ing unpleasant and dangerous
obstacles to any car or hike en-
tering or leaving the beach area.

It isvery sad to see the lo-
cal authorities, resort ownersand
busi nesspeopl e doing nothing to
improve the junction.

Several accidents have hap-
pened there already, and surely
morewill follow astheroad con-
tinues to deteriorate.

New depths: As the high sea-
son drew to an end, | thought it
would beagood timeto ask Khao

ANOTHER QUALITY PROJECT FROM LAND & HOUSES

Land & Houses Park Phuket

L ak businesspeople whether this
past season has been agood one
for them.

Theanswersvaried greatly,
with some saying that it has been
their best season yet, while com-
ments from others — especially
diving operators — drew a very
different picture.

It seemsthat thelocal scuba
diving industry is saturated, and
at least two scuba diving opera-
tors have closed their doors for
good.

| can’t understand why no-
body seems to have a good idea
about what businessesKhao Lak
really needs.

So here are some handy
hints for any potential investors
in the areaz Khao Lak needs a
professional video/VCD/DVD
rental store; a professional gym;
aherbal sauna; good-quality, rea-
sonably-priced restaurants serv-
ing European food; a profes-
sional bakery; a professional
meat supplier; and more enter-
tainment and nightlife venues.

There are many other busi-
nesses that could flourish in
Khao Lak, aslong asthey are not
related to diving. So, for theslow
learners, I'll repeat: Khao Lak
does not need more dive shops.

Oh, | amost forgot ... and
no more tailor shops, please.
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7,350,000
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STOOPING TO CONQUER: Li Tieying (center), Vice-Chairman of the 10th Standing = ; 4 =il - L > =

Committee of the National People’s Congress of the People’s Republic of China A GRAND DAY OUT: Wichit Village Seniors’ Club enjoy an excursion to Laguna
received a garland from Meeya Phatanachinda at Baan Klung Jinda Restaurant Phuket and present Suthasinee Rukmit (front row, 3" from right), the company’s
during his recent visit to Phuket. Community Relations Manager, with a token of their appreciation.

NOT FOR TURNING: Famed Satree Lek (Iron Women) stars Sittichai Prachanun  MEATY, BEEFY BIG AND BOUNCY (from left) Bruno Begni, General Manager of
(2" from left) and Chinnakorn Inntraphet (2" from right) and teammates came Locanda Churaskaia Grill in Kata, and friends Chris Hill, Jacquie and Mark Phillips,
first in the Municipal Beach Volleyball tourney held at Saphan Hin on June 19-20. and Alun Gathergood at the restaurant’s well-attended launch on June 18.

R
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THE LONG RUN (from left) Team leader Nick Baggarly, R.E.S.P.E.C.T. Alexander Seago (right), NURSING AN AMBITION: Joan Watson (left), President of
and fellow travelers Todd Borgie and Sue Mead pause for a Coordinator of the Mini English Program, the Phuket International Women’s Club, awards a scholarship
moment in Phuket during their 50,000km round-the-world finds out what it means during Satree to student nurse Anusara Huansiin memory of the late Emmy
charity expedition by Land Rover. Taking in 34 countries, Phuket School’s recent wai kru ceremony Spannagel, a much-missed PIWC member and former nurse.
the trio aim to raise a cool US$1 million for research into held to honor teachers. Roongmai Brigitte Beck (right) and Olivia Krisnaj of the PIWC, stand by
Parkinson’s disease. Limworapitak is saying it with flowers. ready to congratulate Phuket's newest angel.
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Fine-tuni ng a police

Gazette: How did you become
involved in police work?

Chakkit: | didn’t start out as a
policeman. | was an engineering
graduate and went to work in the
US as an automotive engineer in
Detroit, Michigan.

| returned to Thailand and
got married, and went to work at
the General Motors plant in
Bangkok. Atthesametime, | also
opened my own garage. | had an
income of about 7,000 baht a
month.

| had a friend who was a
low-ranking policeman. He was
making only 800 baht a month,
so he asked me if he could live
in my garage.

He saw meworking hard all
the time with two jobs, until one
day he told me that the Royal
Thai Police needed an engineer
to look after 100 police pickup
trucks. “ Do you want to be apo-
liceman?’ he asked me.

| had never considered be-
ing apoliceman. But oneincident
changed that. | hadn’t been do-
ing anything wrong, but police
came to raid my garage because
one of the cars | was servicing
turned out to have been stolen.

Even though | had no way
of knowing that, they tried [un-
successfully] to charge me with
possession of stolen property.

At that timethe policewere
not polite and sometimes threat-
ened people. They closed my
garage and searched everywhere.

| also had pressure [from
neighbors] who thought that my
garage was noisy when | worked

ol Lt Col Chakkit Srisuwan, Superintendent of the Tah Chat

Chai Police District for the past two years, is not your ordi-

nary Phuket cop. For a start, he is fluent in English and has
extensive experience in international crime — having worked
undercover overseas to help bust up international drug trafficking rings.
Now 55 and reaching the end of his career, he says he plans to
resign from the Royal Thai Police before the mandatory retirement
age of 60 and open his own consultancy — one which will provide free
assistance to poor members of the public who feel they have bullied

or unfairly treated by Thailand’s national police force.

Here he talks openly with the Gazette’s Sangkhae Leelana-
paporn about his unusual path into a career as a crime fighter and
offers his insights into the role of the police in Thai society.

nights. In fact, | had all the per-
mits | needed to allow me to
[work at night], but an officer
came back to threaten me again.
| began to think that Thai-
land was getting bad and | really
wanted to know how our govern-
ment system really worked.

So | applied for the police
job and amonth later they called
me in for an interview. When |
turned up, the secretary thought
| was a salesman because | wore
anecktie and was carrying auto-
mobile manuals and a briefcase.

Gazette: So how was your new
job?

Chakkit: | had to train for six
months, and my initial rank was
Sub-Lieutenant. But it wasfunny
because after | finished thetrain-
ing my boss put me out on pa-
trol, and | didn't do much more
work with cars.

At that time, Immigration
[one branch of Thailand’s na-

.Q‘l{h’f;ﬁfrfw. ﬂir e

Setnetier

A9 Thepkrasattri Rd, Muang, Phukef
{ Mext o Volve showroom )
Tel: (0FFG) 213797, 2
E-mail: mmwinei@phuket.com

Website: hitpwww. phuhﬂwﬁwy/
¥

Heded Micde Mg,
Shieer

36530 Fax;

f/@ﬂl 3‘."99'

tional police force] was looking
for officerswho could speak En-
glish to man the checkpoint at
Don Muang Airport in Bangkok.
Of 220 officerswho took thetest,
| was one of the 25 who passed,
so | was accepted.

| have done my best not to
let being apoliceman change my
behavior. | found it hard to ac-
cept the rules at the beginning,
and the rewards were very dif-
ferent from those gained from
working in the private sector.

Gazette: What problems did you
have to deal with when working
with the Immigration Police?

Chakkit: |1 worked with Immi-
gration for 14 years, first in
Bangkok then in Pattaya, where
my last position was as head of
Chon Buri Immigration police.

[Most of] the problems at
that timeinvolved drugs coming
in from the Golden Triangle. |
wasinvolved with foreigners of -
ten because | had to search cruise
ships entering Thailand.

Onebig casel wasinvolved
with at that timeinvolved aman-
ager at a Swissbank who had em-
bezzled money from the bank. He
changed his name and came to
stay in Pattaya. We were able to
coordinate our efforts with the
Singaporean police and arrest
him in Thailand.

| later became the chief of

absolutely

PHUKE |

Opening May 2005

the Phuket Drug Suppression
unit. That was 13 years ago, but
therewasaready aproblemwith
[foreignersdealing in] drugshere
and the Royal Thai Police needed
an officer who could speak En-
glish to make undercover contact
with foreign drug dealers.

After that | wastransferred
to work as Inspector and then as
Deputy Superintendent in many
provinces, including Krabi, Surat
Thani, and posted to my present
position in Phuket.

Gazette: Tell me about your ex-
perience overseas.

Chakkitt: | have been overseas
more than 25 times to represent
Thailand at various seminars,
meetings, and also to take partin
drug investigations, sometimes
working undercover.

I have worked in Japan,
Europe, Scandinavia, America,
the Philippines, Singapore, Aus-
tralia and Egypt. My proudest
moments were representing

WAL AL ke paviions. com
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Thailand at aconferencein Aus-
traliaon international crime, and
an anti-terrorism forumin Egypt.

Gazette: How would you charac-
terize the difference between the
Thai Police and other police
forces you have worked with?

Chakkit: Thestructure of police
forces differs greatly between
East and West. Of the 189 coun-
tries in the world, no more than
10 are administered through a
single national body [as it isin
Thailand].

In my opinion, | think we
should [try to] changethe system
so that stable and economically
prosperous provinces such as
Phuket, Chon Buri and Chiang
Mai can enforcethelaw indepen-
dently.

The central government
could set law enforcement goals
for these provinces and then
evaluate the commanders’ abil-
ity to achieve those goals.

If they couldn’t carry out
their duties to the satisfaction of
the government, they could be

dismissed, just as in a company
in the private sector.

In other countriesimmigra-
tionisnot attached to the police.
Police abroad focus more on pro-
tection of citizens and property.

But in Thailand, the police
are responsible for everything,
from black smoke [emitted by
vehicle exhaust systems], to bad
smells from factories, pollution
on the beach, divorce and dead
whalesthat wash up on the shore.

Police officers can’t be ex-
pertsin so many different areas,
so we should let government of -
ficers who are experts in those
areas be responsible [by autho-
rizing them to enforce laws].
Then the police could get onwith
their own work.

Gazette: What do you think about
Prime Minister Thaksin Shina-
watra’s comments that the Thai
Police have to improve because
the people are dissatisfied?

Chakkit: | don’t mind. We have
to improve and modernize to
keep up with changing times. We

NOW OPEHN!
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should work in atransparent way
and faster, and make better use
of new technology.

People are not happy with
the police because the police are
responsible for al aspects their
lives, from cradle to grave.

| don’t think peoplewant to
come to a police station to read
the newspaper or watch TV [so
we shouldn’t spend our budget on
those things]. People want to
meet with the police to consult,
file complaints and have prompt
action taken.

Also, peoplehaveto change
misconceptions they may have
about the police that are drilled
into them from ayoung age. Thai
parents alwaystell their children
“If you don’t finish your rice the
police will catch you and send
youtojail” or “If youdon't goto
school | will call the police”.

Why don’t parentstell them
“1f you don'’t eat enough you will
get sick and have to go and see
the doctor”?

Gazette: What are your plans for
the future?

T b ]
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Pol Lt Col Chakkit:
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‘My proudest moments were representing

Thailand at an international crime conference in Australia and an

anti-terrorism forum in Egypt.’

Chakkit: I think | will resignin
the near future. | won’'t wait un-
til | an 60toretire becausel plan
to set up a consultancy to help
members of the public who feel
they have been bullied or treated
unfairly by police officers.

We will charge companies
that usemy service, but will work
pro bono for the poor. Wewill be

ableto give 100% assistance be-
cause [as aprivate company] we
won't be constrained by govern-
ment orders or regulations.

I’'m ready to do it now —
that’swhy | don’t want to wait.

Col Chakkit can be contacted di-
rect at Tel: 01-6775577 or at his
office on Tal: 076-311242.
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In The &

by Ida S a

CANCER (June 22-July 23):
Cancerians celebrating abirthday
this week will have

other reasons to make 69
merry. Good newswill

almost certainly reach

you before the weekend is over,
and this should help improve
your finances.

You could well be in the
mood to treat friends, but makea
careful list of who to invite as
there are signs that one friend is
feeling excluded from your life.

LEO (July 24-August 22): A
stormy outburst takesyou by sur-
prise mid-week. A

person you had al-
waysconsidered to be

pretty chilled-out will

suddenly flareup and Leosonthe
receiving end will find this hard
to deal with.

Refusing to be drawn into
the thunderous atmosphere is
your only option, unless you
want to risk a permanent rift. On
a brighter note, your partner is
about to make a surprise roman-
tic gesture.

VIRGO (August 23-September
23): New and exciting
ideas have drawn your
attention, which is
possibly causing you

¥ apnih izl Mool ledeinel Eaploasi

Favadkes  [ook  Heb

What do the HEAVENS

hold In storefor YOU?

to forget about the needs of some-
one close to you.

Virgoans who truly care
about their partners should find
away to include that important
person in future plans. It takes
two to tango, and unless you are
ready to perform solo, a roman-
tic disappointment is a strong
possibility.

LIBRA (September 24-October
23): An unexplored jungle track
looks very inviting,

but could lead Librans

on a safari that goes#
round in never-ending

circles.

Thosethirsty for adventure
should seek out the safest option.
Early this week, you should
guard against letting a sensitive
cat out of the bag. Financial af-
fairsarelooking up as an invest-
ment finally starts to pay off.
Your lucky number is 9.

SCORPIO (October 24-Novem-

ber 22): This is an auspicious

time to collaborate

with others, and to

make a dream come

true you will need to

share the burden of hard work.
Scorpios are prone to be-

lieving that they are capable of

anything, but in this case it

wouldn’t be wise to go it alone.

Solid foundationslaid thismonth

will result in profitable times

later in the year.

SAGITTARIUS (November 23-
December 21): The stars are
smiling on Sagittarians
who have been work-
ing on their self-image.
Your new-found confi-
dence is noticed by others who
can have a beneficial impact on
your working life.

If you'renot afraid to reach
for the sky, anything is possible

—
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this month. Doubts about a per-
sonal relationship reach a peak;
you will need to make seriousde-
cisionsthisweek. The color ma-
rine blue will boost strength.

CAPRICORN (December 22-

January 20): Your normally pru-

dent handling of the

purse strings evapo-

rates this weekend.

There are certainly

oneor two bargainsto be had, but

Capricorns should question

whether they really need to suc-

cumb to every temptation.
Some rainy days lie ahead

later this month, and it would be

wiser to put some of your hard-

earned cash into the piggy bank.

On the subject of finances, Aries

has a useful suggestion.

AQUARIUS (January 21-Febru-
ary 19): Aquarians are about to
haveafield day with

business opportuni- /NaAA/
ties. Seeds sown last 7 = AVA/
month will sprout

faster than you had hoped, and a
harvest should be ripe for reap-
ing this week.

Your competitive edgeisan
advantage, but you may need to
tone down your overwhelming
approach. Romance is subject to
rough seas. Don’t try to convince
yourself that al is plain sailing
when it clearly isn't.

PISCES (February 20-March
20): This weekend brings a few
ups and downs for Pisceans. An

View Thailand's
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portfolio of
Classified Ads—
more than 2,000
of them —and
place your ad

FREE!
See the

Phuket Gazette
Online at

www.phuketgazette.net

awkward social mo-

ment on Saturday re-

quires tact to handle
successfully, but ro-
manceiswell-starred on Sunday.
Someone who has been holding
acandlefor youfor quiteawhile
finally makes his or her feelings
known. Most Pisceans will be
pleased by thisrevelation; if not,
find a way to let the candle-
holder down gently.

ARIES (March 21-April 20):
Arians are advised to keep their
optionsopen early this
month.

Unusual oppor-
tunities will gradually
become apparent, and this week
should allow you aglimpse of at
least one of them. Remain patient
until you are sure of thelie of the
land. The color moss green will
help you tunein to what is real.

TAURUS (April 21-May 21):

Taureanswill belooking at ways
to lighten the work-

|oad, but should avoid

breaking commit- X
ments. Someone is

certain to feel let down if you

don’t keep a promise, no matter

how casually it was made at the
time.

Leave wild schemes on the
back burner for the time being;
this is not an auspicious time to
leap into deep water. Whereinti-
mate rel ationships are concerned,
partners will expect your undi-
vided attention.

GEMINI (May 22-June 21): Ca

reer matters are subject to a sud-

den cosmic shift this

week for those born

under the sign of Ge-

mini. Your natural

ability to go with the flow and

seepossibilitieswhere othersare

blind will serve you well.
There's a strong likeli-

hood that you will soon be fol-

lowing a very different path.

Friendships could throw up a

challenge on Monday or Tues-

day; ignore any inclinations to

stir things up.
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Happy rats in a preposterous maze

very five years or so, a
gargantuan best seller
rearsitshead so highin
America — Rosemary’s
Baby, The Godfather, Jaws, Fear
of Flying, The World According
to Garp — that it practicaly de-
fines the country’s zeitgeist. The
quality of writing
variesbut al havein
common solid plots
and realistic, sym-
pathetic characters.

The latest be-
hemoth is The Da
Vinci Code by Dan
Brown (Doubleday,
New York, 2003,
489pp), which has
spent 59 weeks on
the New York Times
best-seller list, sold
7.3 million copies, has been
translated into 40 languages (in-
cluding Thai), and will soon be
launched as a major motion pic-
ture by director Ron Howard.

It has also been the subject
of an ABC news special, been
parodied in the
New Yorker, set off
afuroreamong the
Christian Right
and is already the
subject of three
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By James Eckardt

DAVING)

ing Mad Hatters. Plot is al and
the characters zip along its well-
greased grooves.

So let’s cut to the chase:
what is the Da Vinci Code? Ac-
cording to the novel’s conceit,
L eonardo daVinci wasthe Grand
Master of asecret cult known as

the Priory of Sion,

B E founded in 1099.
E £ Subsequent |eaders
- would include Sir
i 51 I ssac Newton, Bot-
| § ticelli and Victor

T Hugo.
The purpose

of the cult was to
guard the location
of theHoly Grail —
which is not the
cup used by Christ
at the Last Supper
but something else entirely. Da
Vinci left hints of this in his
paintings.

The novel opens with the
assassination of the current
Grand Master, Jacques Sauniére,
curator of the Louvre Museum,
by an albino ex-
con from Andorra
who is now a
brown-robed
member of the
Catholic order

books of scholarly Opus Dei (I told
commentary. M \/OU about the car-
How does . - toons).
TheDaVinci Code : In his death
stack up against its - throes after being

monster mega-
seller predeces-
sors? The plot is
preposterous and
the characters car-
toons. But who
said comic books
can’'t be fun? The plot can be
compared only to the type of gi-
ant clock found in big city chil-
dren’s zoos with rotating ducks,
dancing polar bears, spinning
astrological signs and tea-drink-

- =

DAN BROWN

shot in the stom-
ach, the curator
manages to strip
himself naked, as-
sume the form of
DaVinci’'sThe it-
ruvian Man, the
human pentacle sketch, on the
floor of thegallery containing the
Mona Lisa, draw abloody star on
his navel, use a black-light pen
to leave a message summoning
help from his police cryptologist
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granddaughter and a vis-
iting Harvard professor
who specializesinart his-
tory and symbology, leave
another message on the
protective shield guarding
theMonaLisaand, finaly,
ahigh-tech key toaSwiss
bank vault behind yet an-
other Da Vinci painting.

| told you the plot
was preposterous.

Sophie Neveu, the
granddaughter, and Rob-
ert Langdon, the profes-
sor, go off in search of the
murderers and the Holy
Grail.

Along theway there
are all manner of clues
and discursions and
flashbacks and red her-
rings (the Opus Dei boss
is called Aringarosa —
Italian for “red herring”)
involving numerology,
anagrams, cryptograms,
the Divine Proportion of
Phi, the Knights Templar,
the apocryphal gospels,
pre-Christian fertility
cults, modern pagan sex
orgies and art history.

The big theological secret married (“Jesus was the first
is the “sacred feminine”. We feminist”) but so was his Father,

ORGANEZED

By

A

REALTOR

PROPERTY

Dan Brown: his book has sparked a furore
among the Christian Right.

Yahweh; that the four ca-
nonical gospels were cho-
sen by the Emperor Con-
stantine in the 4" century
while the real ones were
suppressed; and that dur-
ing some unspecified 300-
year period of “Catholic
Inquisition” five million
women were burned at the
stake on suspicion of
witchcraft.

Anyone with the
slightest knowledge of
church history or Biblical
exegesis will flop to the
floor laughing.

Robert and Sophie
gallop through a rotating
round of narrow escapes.
The bad guys get the drop
on them with guns four
times but they just manage
to outwit them. Also, the
good guysinthenovel turn
out to be the bad guys and
the bad guysturn out to be
the good guys.

TheDaVinci Codeis
like a beautifully crafted
and fiendishly intricate
Chinese puzzle box. Once

learn that not only was Jesus you get past all the springs and

CERTIFIED

levers and open it up, there is
nothing — no humanity —inside.
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acl ng up to agood time

mate of mine, who

wasavery successful

nightclub owner in

Thailand, spent amil-
lion dollars on the renovation of
a nightclub in Bangkok. It was
inafive-star hotel andinthe’80s
this venue was the place.

It was stunning, with great
sound and lights, beautiful décor
and utterly charming staff. His
target was the hi-so Thai social-
ite crowd.

At thisclub | observed that
Thai men like whisky and are

said, “You're potty, you.” There
was another word somewherein
that sentencetoo, beganwith F, |
think.

He showed me a bottle of
Johnny Walker Blue, with the
name of aregular VIP scribbled
on it. He then poured me a tum-
bler of it. He also poured out a
tumbler of Johnny Red.

willing to pay big | tasted both
bucks for it de- neat and they were
pending ontheen- Aft er identical. My

vironment in
which it is con-
sumed.

| also no-
ticed they were
drinking a blended whisky and
that the brand of whisky wasin-
deed a matter of “face” —acon-
cept that we Westerners
(wrongly) assumewe understand
almost as soon as we get off the
plane.

Itisalot more complicated
than that, asthisweek’svenuefor
review, Fantasiain Phuket City,
demonstrates.

| asked my friend, sincethis
was a whisky/face relationship,
why did he not import arange of
good singlemalts. After all, what
self-respecting person of influ-
ence could possibly resist the
temptation of showing off his
vastly superior knowledge of the
said face-giving nectar than by
shelling out a huge wad on ade-
cent dram from Islay?

Hey, the story of thewhisky
and what you should be tasting
isright there on the bottle too, so
it'safine beverage and gives an
anecdote too!

My old mate looked at me
with a kind yet weary eye and

DARK

by Sam Vimes

friend explained
that the guy used
to have the empty
bottle of Blue
topped up with
Red, with a little sugar added.
“He's not buying whisky,” my
friend said. “He's buying face.”

Fantasia is situated in the
oldfleapit that used to passfor a
cinemain Phuket City. The décor
is well thought out and com-
pletely right for the place — lush
and comfy — and the seating is
ultracool.

The sound system isone of
thebest | haveheard and it isused
responsibly. The light show,
without blowing you away, has
its moments too.

Onthelarge stagethere are
two shows a night from a com-
pact yet talented singing and
dancing troupeand onthetoptier
of the stage is a huge band com-
plete with brass section. The
stage hasrisersinit too, whereby
the artists emerge onto the stage
at various appropriate moments.
| couldn’t stop myself from hum-
ming the Thunderbirds music
every time another one rose up
through the stage.

The two main Thai female
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Big voices set the performances apart from others on the island — and without “I lub juu’s”.

singers were outstanding and
were perfect on their pronuncia-
tion too, which is a treat to be-
hold — no more “I lub juu’s’
There was also a fairly groovy
miming katoey — |

a shame, for a smile would sell
this show alot better.
| wonder what the Thai is
for that international choreog-
rapher’s cry, “Tits and teeth,
daaahlings’?

think they are in-
sisted upon by the
union these days—
and she did “get
‘em out”, as we
say in the trade.
The set is a
mix of standards
and alternates be-
tween asad ballad
(or bad salad) and

If you are a
woman, accompa-
nied or otherwise,
there's a catch to
this place: your
first drink will be
300 baht. They
seem to be trying
to discourage
women not asso-
ciated with the

a dance number,
which slows the
pace somewhat,
but the troupe ap-
pears to be quite
small and all the dancers are in
every number except the ballads.
The girl dancers were out-
standing but al but two of the
guys appeared to simply to be
going through the motions.
There was a total absence
of smiling from any of them dur-
ing any of the numbers, whichis

Fantasia.

As this painting makes
clear, there's no mistak-
ing the preferred pour at

venue from com-
ingin.

One can re-
guest the com-
pany of a hostess
and there seem to be dozens of
pretty girls sat at the main bar.
There are also private karaoke
rooms in the same building fit-
ted out with latest gear and the
longest echo effect ever.

Serving thetables are about
100 uniformed male staff, all
dressed in white shirts and bow

Kojonkiotsukso school s now
running o vory successful English
Pregrammia lor 2-ke-12-year
olda, Hative Englizh teachers [
provide a broad and balanced

KaJourIETSURSA €CHOOL

English Programme

Interested parents should coniact:
Wi Parmibcial Ketkul ol o- 561848, oF
Hesd teacher Ehun Bemps Sseton
at the schoal, or
Birectar Khun Thidapain ol 01-A022674
207k Chiasli Bd,, Phukst BI000, Thailaad
AT

Ted [Sd=TE] TARTTE Fami (ST}
Vigll desr wealebie @l wiww hajanbisl anm o
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ties. | know it'saclichébut it till
looks fabulous. Service was po-
liteand totally efficient —pull out
acigarette and alighter immedi-
ately appears.

| went there to be enter-
tained and was entertained quite
well though for somereason | did
not seem to get as much out of it
as the chaps sat at adjoining
tables, and | would not hurry
back.

It's not because there is
anything wrong with the place —
itisvery well done—it’sjust that
| was not in the market for what
they sell.

Thisis an example of how
little | know about the concept of
face after many yearshere. | still
don't get it.

A look around the crowd
revealsthat it is undoubtedly for
sale here, for every table had a
bottle of it complete with ice
bucket, mixers and a bow-tied
pourer.

Fantasia Entertainment Groupis
located at 130/1 Phang Nga Rd,
Phuket City.

Phong |'-|:|1 Rd.. Priiesi Toean Tel IMH-2X1549

HUEET DENTAL CENTER
Tagspral Rd., Prajkpd Town Tal 075255330
TAWATTHAI ODERTA RiZ
Tealang Ad. Fheke Town Tel 0T=-25007d
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Hidden Words

Hidden in the grid below are the names of at least 25 pop
starsor groups. The words may read vertically, horizon-
tally or diagonally. They may also read right-to-left or
down-to-up. Seeif you can find more than your family or
friends. Score: Morethan 10, good; morethan 15, very
good; 25 or more, excellent.
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Brain Buster!!

Professor Bright callsthe waiter to histable and
tellshim, “There'safly in my tea.” “No problem,”
saysthewaiter. “I’ll bring you a fresh cup straight

away.” He goes away and returnswith a cup,

which he places on thetable.
A minute later the professor shouts, “ Get the
manager! Thisisthe same cup of tea!” How did he
know?
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1. Name the tax collector
who forced William Tell
to shoot an apple off his
son’s head.

2. The movie Midnight Ex-
press was set in which
country?

3. Which Thai province is
between Sukhothai and
Nakhon Sawan?

4. Who had a sign on his
desk stating, “The buck
stops here”?

5. Who wrote of the

“snotgreen sea’ ?

6. From which language
does the word “avocado”
derive?

7. Comedian Bob Hope was
once a sportsman. In
which sport?

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Get your brain
in gear with
The Monster Quiz

8.

Who composed Pictures at
an Exhibition?

Who recorded a rock ver-
sion of Picturesat an Exhi-
bition in 1972?

Which US state takes its
name from the Sioux for
“south wind people’?

Which tough-guy actor was
born Emmanuel Golden-
burg?

Praiaisthe capital of which
republic?

For which baseball team
was Candlestick Park sta-
dium built?

Francis Brebner of Scot-
|and has been world cham-
pion seven times in which
sport?

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

(>
’\\6 O
)

In which city was Mick
Hucknall of Simply Red
born?

Which R&B artiste re-
cently held the top two
placesinthe Billboard Hot
100 with Burn and Confes-
sonsPart Il ?

Damian Hirst scandalized
theart world with art made
from slices of what?

In computer technology,
what does ASP stand for?

Richard Neville, Richard
Walsh, and Martin Sharp
were the editors of which
infamous magazine?

What did Robert Metcalfe
and David Boggsinvent at
Xerox PARC in 1973?

Answer s next week

Never a
Cross Word!

Across

1.  Small whirlpool.

7. State between Kansas
and Texas

8.  Hydrochloricor sulfuric,
for example.

9. Limeor lemon, maybe.

11. Money holder.

12. Negative answer.

13. Thus.

15. Native of New Delhi.

17. Northernmost ocean

18. Where to get a cup of

coffee.

Brown-haired girl.

Salvador the artist.

19.
20.

Down

2. Stalin or Mussolini, for
example.

3. Swisssinging style.

4. Power.

o

Mr Butler in Gone With
The Wind.
Cowboy’srope.

[llegal.

Latin music.

Really bad smell.

Cut into cubes.
Solution next week

ANSWERS TO

20. The Dudlists.

LAST WEEK’S
MONSTER QUIZ

1. Washington Post; 2. Abba; 3. 80; 4. Pickfair; 5. William
Booth; 6. Judy Garland; 7. Pitcairn Idand; 8. Channel
Islands; 9. Ljubljana; 10. Craig Breedlove; 11. John
McEnroe; 12. Meding; 13. Indian Ocean; 14. Lincoln’'s
addressat Gettysburg; 15, William; 16. Hedrove atruck;
17. Prachin Buri; 18. A bear; 19. Super Mario Brothers,

SIN & LEE

L. A

49 Thalang Road,
Phuket B3000

Tel: 076-211230

ON SALE:

GERMAN WURST
DUTCH CHEESE
[TALIAN SPAGHETTI
ROASTED & GROUND
CORFEE
AND MUCH, MUCH MORE

CAR FARK
FOR CUSTOMERS
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Paddy O’Reilly (Yeah. Right.)
Age: 27

From: Ireland

Occupation: Editor

I would fulfill my lifelong
sexual fantasy with my last
1,000 baht. | would pay an old
lady to massage my body —
using baked beansinstead of oil
of course—whilel “fly my
kite” and sing the Irish national
anthem.

HEARD& scene

The Gazette's Anongnat Sartpisut and Andy Johnstone went out and about recently
and asked people:* What would you do with your last 1,000 baht?”

Wipawadee Taluengijit

Age: 22

From: Thailand

Occupation: Call center staff

| would take out an advertise-
ment in a newspaper to find the
man of my dreams. He would
be smart and good looking...
Yeah, | would pay the last of
my money to find the the right
man. | might keep some money
to give to my parents.

Brett Ladin

Age: 34

From USA

Occupation: Domestic engineer

| would treat my lovely girl-
friend to arelaxing day at a
herbal spa. She could enjoy a
day of pampering and being
spoiled while | just sat at home
watching TV. She wouldn’t
then no longer be able to call
me a“typical American”.

Penprapa Sanjankaew

Age: 27

From: Phuket

Occupation: Concierge officer

| would be really boring but
practical, buying as much water
and rice as| possibly could.
That would help meto live long
enough to find more money.

But | would need money for gas
to cook therice, so maybe my
planisn’t so great after all.

Joe Sutherland

Age: 25

From: USA

Occupation: English teacher

Being akind-hearted kind of a
guy, the only decent thing to do
with my last 1,000 baht would
be to buy my girlfriend a new
water buffalo. The best part is
that she — the girlfriend that is,
not the buffalo —isn’'t even
Thai.

Thebest placestogofly your Kite

he human race is going
downhill fast. In recent
years, these august col-
umns have featured
items about a man who raped a
dog, another who raped achicken
— and a third who took out his
beastly passions on a pig.

Most recently, therewasan
item about a man caught mastur-
bating at aBangkok Skytrain sta-
tion.

This confirms a long-held
theory of minethat, on March 23,
1938, human evolution peaked.
After exhausting itself by pro-
ducing thefinest, most noble and
perfect specimen of whichit was
capable, the evolutionary urge
began to decline in humans, and
we have been on a downward
slide ever since.

European Quality:
- Pala shirts

= Sweatshirts

- Baseball caps
-

- Embroidery

- Peng, Lighters

Tel: OT6-3Z1850
Fau: OT6-321E51
Email: infelilbhest-1-thirt.zom
waw. hest-t-shict.com
Ask for : Mr, FEANT
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By S. TSOW

The astute and discerning
reader will not be surprised to
learn that | was born on that piv-
otal date.

Granting the ongoing de-
generation of our species, impor-
tant questions still remain. The
increase in sexual deviancy
should not surprise us. But why
the preference for dogs? Why
hens? Why pigs? Why Skytrain
stations?

In an effort to answer these
guestions, | offered to interview
the raped dog, but my puritani-
cal editor sternly forbade me.

He wasn’t keen on having
meinterview the man who raped
the dog, either. | never asked
about the hen.

Now, however, hehasgrud-
gingly consented to my writing
about the Skytrain Wanker, so
long as| “keepit in good taste.”

“In good taste.”

Ha ha! Meditate on that
phrase. How little he knows me,
even after all these years of rib-
ald camaraderie.

| have been unableto locate
the Skytrain Wanker, so have
been unable to interview him.

But | am puzzled by hispre-
dilection for masturbating at Sky-
train stations, rather thanin more
prestigious Bangkok venueslike,
say, theAmarin Plaza, or the Em-
porium Department Store, or
even at arespectful distancefrom
the City Pillar (think of the sym-
bolic significance).

It is possible that this poor
fellow was unduly stimulated by
the number of beautiful girlswho
ride the Skytrain. But beautiful
girlscan befound everywherein
Thailand, so the mystery re-
mains.

| hasten to assure my chaste
Phuket readersthat Bangkokians
do not normally masturbate at
Skytrain stations. At least, |
don’t. Not yet, anyway.

Thought the days of free love were over?
Think again!

“Personals’ ads placed online are free!

FREE on the Island Trader online for 60 days.
FREE in the Phuket Gazette.

Go to www.phuketgazette.net/classifieds
and place your ad today!

Rajabhat University needs
to conduct apoll to determinethe
favorite venues for Bangkok
masturbators. Such information
might lead us to a fuller under-
standing of this complex phe-
nomenon.

We might then proceed to a
wider-ranging investigation. It
would be amatter of interest, for
instance, to know which loca-
tions ardent Phuketians prefer to
frequent when per-
forming their mas-

Indeed, | believe that there
should be such aroom in every
public toilet. Wanking rooms
could be equipped with dispos-
able towels, so asto maintain an
acceptable level of hygiene.

The towels might be deco-
rated with tasteful pictures of
naked girlsin erotic poses, so as
to expedite the execution of the
task in hand. Obviously, a spe-
cia fee would have to be levied

to maintain a ro-
mantic ambiance.

turbatory tasks.
This is mere
speculation, but |
would bewilling to
bet that the venue of
choice for most
Phuket-based de-
votees of the mas-
turbatory arts
would be a high-

The increase in
sexual deviancy

should not surprise

us. But why the
preference for
dogs? Why hens?
Why pigs? Why
Skytrain stations?

We could also have
VIM rooms for

Very Important
Masturbators.
| urge the

government to un-
dertake this task
speedily. If thisvice
cannot be brought
under control, there

class place such as

the swimming pool

of a certain six-star resort that
caters to bluebloods, pop and
movie stars.

It would certainly please
the guests of the resort to know
that their swimming pool enjoys
such prestige among discriminat-
ing masturbators. The resort’s
public-relations team could in-
clude this vital selling point in
their advertising.

If this vice continues to
spread, the government will have
to take steps to get masturbators
out of the Skytrain stations and
swimming poolsand into govern-
ment-supervised wanking rooms
(technically known as mas-
turbatoria) where they can be
monitored via closed-circuit TV
cameras and observed by spe-
cially-trained masturbatol ogists.

isadanger that cer-

tain extremist po-
litical elements may decide to
wage a War Against Wankers,
along thelinesof an earlier War
Against Drugs.

Whilethewar on drugsmay
have had some justification, the
spectacle of the bullet-riddled
bodies of dead masturbators piled
up to the moon might conceiv-
ably draw the wrath of Amnesty
International and other do-gooder
groups. And that would be bad
for Thailand's image.

On the other hand, it could
inspire an Oscar-winning movie:
They Shoot Wankers, Don’t
They?

S Tsow can be flamed at stsow@
yahoo.com, except when he'slurk-
ing furtively around the swimming
pools of famous Phuket resorts.
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The official release of Windows
XP Service Pack 2 (SP2) hasbeen
delayed yet again — and that’s
good news. It is currently avail-
ableasa“ Technical Preview Pro-
gram”, which is essentially late-
stage“ beta’ testing during which
programmers and specialists can
independently test it and offer
suggestions and “bug fixes’ to
Microsoft.

SP2, more than any of its
predecessors, is a seriously risky
patch job. That's because Micro-
soft’s almost exclusive focus in
SP2 is security. Security first,
ahead of backward compatibility.

Thismeansthat | can almost
guarantee that some users’ exist-
ing applicationsare going to break
when they install SP2. Some pro-
grams may bresk just alittle and
will be easily fixed; others will
break in a big way. Even some
hardware may not work correctly
once SP2 has
been installed.

The delays
in SP2’'s release
are good news,
as the extra testing will, one
hopes, minimize problems when
SP2 hits the real world. Don't
think it's going to eliminate the
problems —it won't — but Micro-
softisdoing theright thing by tak-
ing its time releasing SP2.

When it is released, you
should ensurethat any major pro-
grams you have are certified by
the makers as compatible with
Windows XP SP2, especidly anti-
virus, diagnostic, firewall or net-
working programs. Even Micro-
soft programs are not necessarily
sure to be SP2-compliant at first.

So don't try the Technical
Preview version unless you have
a spare machine with Windows
XPand nothing important onit; a
machine with a drive that you're
happy to reformat if necessary.

The first change you'll no-

RCHITECT

KHUN WOODY’S
COMPUTER

What's happening with
XP Service Pack 27?

tice when you install SP2 is a
new Security Center iconinthe
notification area of the taskbar.
Right-click it and choose Open
Security Center to check out the
new operational headquarters
for XP's enhanced security fea-
tures.

The Security Center owes
alot in looks to anti-virus and
system utility software, such as
Norton Internet Security and
PC-cillin. At a glance you can
see whether your firewall is on
or off, whether Automatic Up-
dates are en-
abled, and the
status of your
virus protec-
tion. You can
al so access security settings for
your system and for Internet Ex-
plorer.

SP2 can recognize almost
two dozen anti-virus programs,
so the status displayed in the Se-
curity Center reflectshow up-to-
date your anti-virus softwareis.
Or so the theory goes. In prac-
tice, it figured out | was using
Norton AntiVirus, but couldn’t
work out its own status, such as
whether I d performed afull sys-
tem scan recently. Anditistruly
clueless about non-Microsoft
firewalls such as ZoneAlarm.

The default setting for
many of the new security fea-
tures is on, not off, something
you need to be aware of if you
aready have dternative security
measures in place. If you do,
you're likely to need to make
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Go here for the ‘technical preview’ of SP2 - but only if you are
prepared to spend many hours fixing things that won’t work

after it is installed.

adjustmentsto ensure everything
works smoothly.

The new Windows Fire-
wall, formerly known as|nternet
Connection Firewall (ICF) is
switched on when you install
SP2. Thisis a“protect-the-new-
chums” setting, designed to
maximize protection for the
masses, but it is likely to cause
its own problems.

Things to watch out for in-
clude clasheswith any aternative
firewalls and “disappearing”
hardware, such as network print
servers or storage devices.

Windows Firewall ismuch
more configurable than ICF and

has the added advantage of
springing into action during Win-
dows boot-up, protecting your
system from the start. It monitors
incoming traffic and stops any
that iseither unsolicited or is not
on an exception list.

And if you have multiple
connections on your PC —both a
local areanetwork and amodem,
for example—you candefineglo-
bal settings that will affect al
connectionsor adjust settingsfor
each connection.

A lesser development isthe
revamped Internet Explorer,
which Microsoft haslet languish
for years. | E lacksbasic elements

such astabbed browsing, pop-up
blocking and password manage-
ment that most decent browsers
wouldn’t be seen dead without.

SP2 fixes some of that. At
last, Internet Explorer automati-
cally blocks pop-up windowsand
haseasily accessible Information
Bar at the top of the displayed
web page.

It also blocks “software”,
such asActivexX componentsand
other scripts. This should put a
major hurdle in the way of those
websitesthat try to take over your
browser or download spyware
onto your computer.

Other subtler improve-
ments include the reinforcement
of browser zonesand anew Add-
On Manager to give you control
over programs which change or
expand IE’s behavior.

No tabs, though; no pass-
word manager. |E still has some
catching up to do.

Despite SP2’'s focus on se-
curity, more security “vulner-
abilities’ are likely to appear in
Windows in the not-too-distant
future. Microsoft knowsthat, too.
That's why during installation
SP2 prompts you to switch Au-
tomatic Updateson. Havingit on
will ensureyou receivethe latest
patches and fixes as soon as
they’re released

Other fixes and features in
SP2include an overhaul of wire-
less networking, making it much
easier to set up a wireless net-
work, and a more secure code
base, with much of the code
recompiled to help deflect the
infamous buffers overrunswhich
have been responsible for many
security holes in the past.

Woody Leonhard has written a
number of books in the “...for
Dummies’ series on computing.
Readers can contact him at:
woody@khunwoody.com

THE MOST COVMPREHENSIVE CONSTRUCTION

19-18 July 2004
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Postal service needs a good
shake-up, from the top down

The history of the profession of postman or courier isalong and in
many cases heroic one. Asfar back as 2,500 years ago, the govern-
ment of the Persian Empire had a system of couriers on horseback
who would carry messages across the empire, changing horses ev-
ery 30 kilometers.

Ancient Greek couriers delivered messages on foot, as in the
case of Phedippides, who ran from Athensto Sparta (about 220 kil o-
meters) to ask the Spartansfor help in battling the Persians, then ran
back again with the news that the Spartansdidn’t want tojoinin. He
then fought in the battle against the Persians at Marathon, and ran to
Athens with the news of victory, after which he dropped dead of
exhaustion.

True, these early couriers were carrying messages for the gov-
ernment, not for ordinary people, but equally heroic deeds were re-
corded, for example, by the Pony Expressin the US. Even today, the
GPO building in New York bearstheinscription, “Neither snow nor
rain nor heat nor gloom of night stays these couriers from the swift
completion of their appointed rounds.”

What asad contrast thisglorious history makeswhen set along-
side the postal service in Phuket.

The Gazette has recently received a wave of complaints from
readersabout the poor postal service. Householders' power or phones
have been cut off because bills were never delivered. Parcels have
been sent back without the addressees even knowing that they had
arrived at the post office. Staff are seen as surly and uncooperative.

The attitude of the Patong Postmaster to the proven thefts in
his post office was downright casual. He stated that the thief took
only five postcards. How does the Postmaster know this? The thief
could have been stealing for months or even years before he was
caught. In any case, who in his right mind risks jail to steal five
postcards? And why was the offender allowed to walk away from
his“arrest”?

A very senior Post Office official, noting that there had also
been problemsat Karon Post Office, explained, “ Therewastoo much
work for the staff we had there, and employees were always quit-
ting.”

Clearly, something is very wrong with management and mo-
rale, and amajor shake-up of theisland's postal serviceislong over-
due, starting at the top. _ The Editor
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Let}ers

The Gazetteis pleased to receive mail from read-
ers. Please write to us at 367/2 Yaowarat Rd,
Amphur Muang, Phuket 83000, fax to 076-213971
or send an email to editor@phuketgazette.net

At the dog pound,
the horror begins

Sadly, and not for lack of effort
to prevent it, Phuket’sdog pound
has been put into operation.

Many people, localsaswell
as expats, are up in arms about
this, but catching and impound-
ing, and dumping by owners, has
begun, with already desperate
situations created for many dogs,
especially the many pups that
have had to resort to drinking
each others' urine because they
are too small to drink from the
water containers at the pound.

It has been proven that mass
sterilization of all dogsistheonly
solution to an overpopulation of
unwanted animals, and then only
after at least 70% of all animals
have been neutered. This point
has been made time and again to
the authorities, apparently to no
avail.

Despite a disastrous previ-
ous attempt at impounding dogs
at Wat Chalong, where 60 of 100
imprisoned dogs died, thelesson
has not been learned.

What will happen will be
mass starvation among the sub-
missive dogs that are chased
away from food by the aggres-
sive ones; mass deaths from in-
fectious diseases such as parvo
and distemper (no vaccinations
are given at the pound), mass
deaths from fighting; and the
misery of skin disease spreading
from animal to animal.

Theprovincia government
accuses local animal charities of
not helping it to catch dogs for
this project. That is entirely cor-
rect. No sane person would as-
sist in creating what is without
doubt going to be a total disas-
ter. It isaso clear that it will be

the charities that will be left to
clear up the mess.

Itishardtoimaginethat the
government wants to inflict so
much suffering and distress on
these poor animals aswell ason
the many people, Thai and for-
eign, who have hel ped these ani-
mals survive and get sterilized.

History shows that im-
pounding dogs does nothing to
reducethe problem of strays. The
aimisto round up al stray dogs,
but thiswill not happen, and the
remaining uncaught animal swill
quickly fill thevoid by breeding.

The only solution that ac-
tually worksisto sterilize all the
female dogs in a particular area,
both strays and owned dogs.

They will continue to live
out their lives protecting their
territory until, after afew years,
the problem is virtually eradi-
cated.

It is unfortunate that the
authorities do not do moreto sup-
port the charities in this effort,
rather than wasting time and
money on thiskilling field.

| urgereaders, help by mak-
ing your voice heard. Send let-
tersof protest to the Governor of
Phuket.

Margot Homburg Park
Soi Dogs Foundation

Election silliness
just hurts business

So yet again the entertainment
businesspeople of Patong have
had to undergo two evenings of
closure due to the re-re-election
for Patong's Mayor.

All of the candidatesclaim,
“We care about Patong.” What
bullxhit. The word on the street
is that most of them really care
only about the benefits they can

with your views for publication in our next issue.
We reserve the right to edit all letters. Pseud-
onyms are acceptable only if your full name and
address are supplied.

gain from future deals such as
construction contracts.

Inthe meantime, the people
who do genuinely care and have
invested here are left to put up
with the closures and the reper-
cussions of tourists leaving Pa-
tong, never to return, because no
entertainment isavailableduring
their “dream” vacation.

If the election committee
had any ballsit would ban all the
candidates for life.

It'sjust like agame of mu-
sical chairs. When will the mu-
sic stop?

Disappointed and Tired
Patong

Ugly? You ain’t
seen nothing yet

So visitors have voted Phuket
ugly [Gazette, June 12]. Arethey
crazy or what? Don’t they know
that all building sites are ugly?

But they can rest assured
that Phuket isworking flat out to
finish its beautiful concrete
jungle. Please be patient. It takes
timeto rid theisland of all those
ugly trees, and to make boring
hills more interesting by cutting
chunks out of them.

Thereally good newsisthat
when construction is complete,
coach firms will be able to ar-
range tours so you can gaze in
awe at endless rows of empty
shops that nobody wants, be-
cause the “quality” tourists and
their euros, dollars and pounds
have gone to pastures new.

Still, with abit of imagina-
tion these empty units could be
designated as monumentsto Phu-
ket's three patron saints: Stupid-
ity, Greed and Corruption.

John
Phuket

L etters conveying views and suggestions are published here. Those seeking comment from government
officials and/or business ownersare published in Issues & Answers on the facing page.
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Why spas are fighting for recognition

he spa business in Phuket had

been around in avery basic form

for 20 yearswhen | started up my

businessfiveyearsago, and even
then, it was still initsinfancy. Touriststo
Phuket had different lifestyle objectives
even that recently.

| began by researching the subject,
attending any seminars | could, reading
about it, and practising until | became pro-
ficientin it.

It was around that time — two years
ago — that the government first proposed
making Phuket “the medical hub of Asia’.

Health tourism encompasses three
quite distinct areas: medical and surgical
services,; spas, and the growing of herbs
and the production of herbal remedies.

| consider spas to be the area with
the most potential for growth. Phuket is
not well known internationally for itshos-
pitalsand medical servicesandit will take
along timeto build up agood reputation.
As far as herbal remedies go, Phuket
doesn’'t enjoy the right kind of climate to
grow them.

Some years ago Dr Yada (now
Sriyada) Palimaphan, who was an adviser
to the then-health minister, set up a net-
work of local spaswhich becamethefore-
runner of the PSBC.

However, there was confusion over
what constituted a spa and some enter-
prises didn’t realy fit the profile of what
we [legitimate spa operators] considered
to be “proper” spas.

The network of spas in Phuket has
hel ped the sector to develop more rapidly
in the past five years than in the preced-
ing 20. We share information within the
PSBC and plan strategies for the sustain-
able development of the spaindustry.

F

RST PERSON

Legitimate spa operators consider them-
selves as part of the health care industry,
providing clients with physical and mental
therapy. But many bureaucrats see the ser-
vices spas provide as similar to those pro-
vided by massage parlors offering commer-
cial sex.

As aresult, spas were initially regarded
as “entertainment venues”, which meant
they were required to pay excise tax.

Here, Pakin Raktae-Ngam, Chairman of
the Phuket Spa Business Club (PSBC), ex-
plains how the legitimate spa industry is
battling to change bureaucratic perceptions,
and addresses the problem of cheap spa
operators who risk destroying all the work
the PSBC has done.

The industry, and the services and
equipment offered, are changing rapidly.
We need to keep abreast of all develop-
ments.

Information sharing and cooperation
are vital for the spa industry, if only to
challenge some of the misconceptions
about the business.

Spas were initialy classed as “en-
tertainment venues’ and therefore came
under the Entertainment Act 1966. Spa
owners, naturally, did not agree with this
definition and theirritating rulesthat went
with it, such asforbidding those under 18
from being on the premises.

Without a clear definition — supply-
ing neither medical nor entertainment ser-
vices—gpasfell intoa“gray area” between
thetwo, at least asfar aslegislation went.

It was obviousfrom the start that this

waswrong. | and other spaownersdidn’'t
want to apply for the samekind of licenses
as discos, but the spas couldn’t claim to
be hospitals. This became frustrating.

However, by self-regulation, we
found that we could demonstrate that this
gray areawas not the place for spas. The
Public Health Ministry (PHM) gradually
came round to our way of thinking and
spas, previoudly classed as entertainment
venues, now come under public health
regulations.

Members of the PSBC refused to pay
excise tax and other taxes levied specifi-
cally on entertainment venues (see Gazette
June 26). We paid only corporate tax be-
cause we saw ourselves as part of the
health — not the entertainment — industry.

| personally don't care about fines
because | see no justification for paying

the tax. After all, PSBC spas don't offer
treatment for entertainment, but for health
purposes.

Every spa in the organization has
invested more than 4 million baht to set
up in business. They employ well-trained
staff and use high-quality materialsto pro-
mote health. Why should we have been
forced to pay the same taxes as establish-
ments defined as “massage parlors’ un-
der the Entertainment Act 19667?

In some ways, the spaindustry isin
danger of becoming a victim of its own
success. Thereisa“braindrain” of quali-
fied therapists out of Thailand — Phuket
especially — to overseas, and increasing
partial foreign ownership of local busi-
nesses.

On many occasions | have been ap-
proached by Singaporeans wanting to
come in and not only manage my busi-
ness, but also to export traditional Thai
wisdom to Singapore. Some operators,
frustrated by the annoying regulations of
the entertainment act have sold out to such
investors.

We — the PSBC and PPHO — have
already trained hundreds of therapists,
masseurs and masseuses to work in spas.
We a'so plan to set up a spa management
course at the Prince of Songkhla Univer-
sity, though thisplanisstill initsinfancy.

| hope to see Phuket become the spa
center of Asia, with lots of high-quality
establishments staffed by dedicated, well-
trained, professional therapists. Thiswill
be good for the island.

But controls must remain. | don’'t
want to see the sector expanding too rap-
idly and becoming just another down-
market business. High quality is the way
forward.

Thetabien baan tangle

| understand that a tabien baan
(house registration document)
proveswhere Thaislive, and that
aTha must belisted on atabien
baan in order to be issued an ID
card, passport or driving license,
to voteinthedistrict where he or
sheisregistered, and to have ac-
cess to other government ser-
vices.

The tabien baan also pro-
vides statistical datathat isinte-
gral for making government de-
cisions when planning roads,
electricity, hospitals and so on.

As | understand it, there is
a risk that people listed on a
tabien baan may claim that they
own the property, and that iswhy
most property owners do not al-
low tenants to be registered on
the tabien baan, even if the ten-
ant has rented the property for
years.

Isthereaway to ensurethat
Thais are registered on a tabien
baan if they only rent accommo-
dation?

If not, how isit possible to
do any town planning if the gov-
ernment does not know how
many people actually live in the
area? Is this one of the reasons
why so few Thaisin Patong vote
and why so few have driving li-

cences? ]
UIf Mikaelsson
Patong

Phonsak Naksena, Chief Ad-
ministrative Officer of the
Patong Muncipality, replies:

Only one person may be
registered on atabien baan asthe
owner of the property. All other
people listed on it are registered
only asliving there.

However, for apersonto be
registered on a tabien baan, the
owner of the property must sign
the application to attest that the
applicant lives at that address.

If the owner of the property
refuses to sign the form, then
thereisnothing we candoto have
thetenant registered on thetabien
baan.

This is not a problem for
most tenants as most property
owners are willing to have ten-
ants registered on the tabien
baan.

The problemisusualy with

the tenants themselves, who ei-
ther do not havethetime or sim-
ply cannot be bothered to get
themselvesregistered on atabien
baan.

These people will have to
go to where they are registered
in order to receive government
Services.

Therearecurrently 15,139
people — 7,629 women and
7,510 men—registered on tabien
baan issued by Patong Munici-
pality. However, we don’t know
exactly how many people actu-
aly livein Patong, and thisis a
problem when it comes to town
planning.

When making such deci-
sions, we estimate the popula-
tion based on the most recent na-
tional censusand oninformation
from surveys conducted since
then.

Rulesfor teaching English

| would like to teach English in
Thailand. | will betakinga TEFL
(teaching English as a foreign
language) certificate course, but
| was recently told that to work
legally in Thailand | need to have
a degree, requiring two to four
years of study. Isthistrue?
Sheri Hardy
Canada

Chian Srirueang, Director,
Phuket Educational Office, an-
swers:

To teach English in Thai-
land you must have a minimum
of adiplomainany field, and you
must also have acertificate veri-
fying that you have completed a
course in teaching English as a
foreign language.

ANSWERS

Want to know how to get something done? Can’t
understand some of the dafter things that seem
to go on in Phuket? Want to pitch an idea to
Phuket’s authorities or institutions? Then this is
the forum for you.

Submit your queries or suggestions to us and
we’ll ask the appropriate people to respond to
them.

Write to: The Phuket Gazette, 367/2 Yaowarat Rd, Muang,
Phuket 83000. Fax 076-213971, or submit your issue at
www.phuketgazette.net

Making a 90-day report

| am working in Thailand with a
non-immigrant type-B visaand a
work permit. | have had many
suggestions asto where | should
report every 90 days, asrequired
by Immigration.

The nearest Immigration
office is 120 kilometers away.
Can someone please give methe
official answer?

Terry Gallagher
Cha am,
Prachuap Khiri Khan

The Phuket Gazette notes that
the Phuket Provincial | mmi-

gration Officewebsite at www.
phuketimmigration.com,
states:

All foreign nationals stay-
ing in Thailand for more than 90
consecutive days must report to
the nearest Immigration Office
every 90 days together with evi-
dence of their place of stay
(Household Registration Docu-
ment / “Tabien Baan”, lease
agreement, etc.). For localities
which do not have an Immigra-
tion office, such report must be
submitted to the nearest Police
Station.
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recent developments in the ongoing
land investigation are related to any-
thing other than normal police procedures.

The investigation has been con-
ducted continuously and according to the
law. It has taken some time, so it is only
just now that the investigation has re-
vealed that some plots were wrongfully
acquired.

| don't think that the investigation
will have any great effect oninvestor con-
fidence[asmany have claimed] andinfact
we can see that the property market and
land prices continue to enjoy healthy
growth. Please don’'t worry about this.

[As aresult of the investigation] |
think investors will more carefully check
title deeds on any land they intend to buy.
This [due diligence] should be a normal
part of any business practice. | believe
buyers should always consult with law-
yerswhen checking onland to learn about
its ownership history [and the manner in
which any title deeds may have been up-
graded)].

In the past, | have helped foreign
investors who came to me with land title
deeds and helped to verify their authen-
ticity with the Land Office [because | am
committed to maintai ning ahealthy invest-
ment climate].

I would like to counter comments that

Aids workshop: Regarding the upcom-
ing 5" World Workshop on Oral Health
and Disease, to be held at the Pearl Vil-
lage Hotel from July 6 to 10, | have al-
ready met with the officials involved to
prepare security and make sure everything
runs smoothly.

The 300 people who will attend are
mostly dentists, technicians and scientists
who will discuss academic research into
waysto prevent transmission of HIV/Aids.
After meeting with us here in Phuket,

L and probe has
done no harm to
property market

somewill go onto attend the 15" Interna-
tional Aids Conference, whichwill beheld
in Bangkok from July 11 to 16.

| believe that this event will benefit
Phuket tourism. Also, the organi zers have
invited Thai government officers, scien-
tists, lab technicians and
members of the private sec-
tor to join aseminar on July
10 to learn more about HIV
transmission from expertsin
the field.

Duty-free zones: \We al-
ready held three meetingson
this issue, and we are now
in the process of deciding
which locations are the most
appropriate sites for duty-
free zones, which will pro-
vide new outletsfor visiting
tourists to go shopping and thereby in-
crease the average daily expenditure of
tourists visiting Phuket.

We could have more than one duty-
freezonein Phuket, but it dependson find-
ing suitable locations because we will
need to conduct inspection on al entries
and exits, install TV surveillance cameras
and follow Customs Department rulesand

THE GOVERNOR’S

——
LETTER

procedures.

Currently, only the Wang Talang
Company is setting up a duty-free zone.
They have experience in this business.
[They have operated a duty-free shop at
Darasamut School Intersection, but are
now building alarger duty-
free “zone” on two rai of
land near the Chao FaWest-
Kwang Rd intersection.]
We expect the shop to open
within the two months.

Onceit isestablished,
we will allow Thai people
from other provinces to
make purchases at the duty-
free zone, but only if they
can produce evidence that
they have stayed on the is-
land for at least 48 hours.
For example, they could
produce a receipt for two nights' accom-
modation at a hotel in Phuket.

Port Blair trip: \We did not sign any con-
crete agreements during our recent trip to
Port Blair [in the Andaman & Nicobar Is-
lands], as this was the first time the gov-
ernment leaders had had achanceto meet.

However, | think the private-sector

members of the delegation from Phuket,
Krabi and Phang Nga provinces will be
ableto take advantage of trade opportuni-
ties with the Andaman Islands.

Among the most promising export
opportunities are fruit and construction
materials. Trade in these commodities
could begin very soon.

On the government side, we ex-
pressed our interest in linking our tour-
ismindustries, especialy diving. But they
will refer some concerns they still have
on these matters to their central govern-
ment in New Delhi. They promised that
they will present our ideasto their Minis-
ter of Tourism.

We are interested in importing fish
from the Andamanstoo, becausethereare
some types of fish that Thais enjoy but
their peopledon’t eat. For example, people
in Port Blair eat only fish with whiteflesh.
But here thereis a market here for darker
fish, such astuna, so there is apossibility
for trade in this area.

We are interested in establishing a
direct air link between Phuket and Port
Blair because thiswill facilitate trade and
investment. But they would prefer to link
Phuket to Chennai and New Delhi, using
Port Blair as a stopover.

We haveto discussthisissuefurther
and let the central governments of thetwo
nations decide. | will brief Prime Minis-
ter Thaksin Shinawatra on this and other
issues related to Phuket-Port Blair links
before he meets the Indian Prime Minis-
ter at the Bimstec meeting in Bangkok
from July 8 to 10.

=

Governor Udomsak Usawarangkura

Things people put into their bodies

e put amazing stuff

into our bodies,

and | am not refer-

ring only to the
stuff that we eat. Over time, doc-
tors, surgeons and dentists have
used an amazing variety of prod-
ucts to heal people, make them
look better — and in some cases
even to control them.

On the dental side, most
people probably have at least one
amalgam filling. The amalgam
filling, analoy of silver, tin, cop-

per, mercury and zinc, has been
around for more than 150 years.

Rather newer are compos-
ite, resin or white fillings also
used in dentistry. Compositefill-
ings are composed of an organic
polymer and inorganic particles
such asquartz, borosilicate glass
and lithium aluminum silicate.
Even the simplest filling has
many components.

Also used in dentistry, usu-
ally for inlays, is porcelain. The
disadvantage of porcelain isthat

i

Phuket Universal Services

'

L

“Professional sea, air and land freight
forwarder on this island!™

14;,\_._—-

WORLDWIDE TRANSPFORT

TRUCKING / COURIER
WAREHOUSIMNG 7 PACKING

- ;
E, - E" CRANES/ FORKLIFTS
| CUSTOMS CLEARANCE
L PROJECT LOGISTICS
EL: 76y 2IHEE2 ARE 246 FAX: (076) 23HE2E AR .40
hitpefwww. phukettransportocom  E-mail: puscodd phiaket ksc.co.th

dad

SHIPPING AGENCY

o

it can bebrittle. It also costsmore
than amalgam or composite fill-
ings. Gold, too, is used for fill-
ings and inlays. Thisis not pure
gold, which is too soft, but an
alloy containing 75% gold mixed
with copper, silver, platinum, pal -
ladium and zinc.

For women — and some-
times men wanting to become
women — breast
augmentation or
breast enlargement
typically involves
two types of im-
plant: silicone and
saline.

These im-
plants are also used
in body shaping,
with some surgeons
performing bicep
and tricep shaping,
bottom shaping and even calf-
and abdomen-shaping surgery.

Generally, neither type of
implant causes problems—unless
it breaks.

Saline implants are basi-
cally saltwater contained in a
holding sack. If the sack breaks,
the body will naturally absorb the
salt and water but the sack hasto
be surgically removed.

With siliconeimplants, sur-
gica remova of the implant is
still required, and there may be
further complications because of
the silicone causing adverse re-
actions; the silicone may be de-

HEALTH
WATCH

By Peter Davison

tected asaforeign substance and
the body may reject it.

When an object or foreign
material is placed into our bod-
ies, our immune system will ei-
ther accept or reject it. If itisre-
jected, infectionislikely and the
implanted object needs to be re-
moved.

Theinfection can be severe

enough in some
T cases to cause total
body system failure
and death.

Scientists are
aways looking for
better materials
fromwhichto make
implants. One new
material that is
proving very popu-
lar for bone im-
plantsis titanium.

Formerly, when doctorsre-
placed hipsand kneeswhich had
become dysfunctional dueto ar-
thritis or osteoporosis, stainless
steel was used.

Titanium is now taking
over. It is more expensive, but it
isstronger and moredurable. Pre-
viously, implants had to be ce-
mented into the bone. With tita-
nium, we have the option not to
cement these implants in place,
which reducesthe amount of for-
eign material that our body may
reject.

Cement used as a bonding
agent between the implant and

bone can also deteriorate over
time, resulting in arepeat trip to
the operating table to have the
loose implant fixed.

For hearts, implantsinclude
internal defibrillators, small ma-
chines with computer chips ca-
pable of automatically delivering
an electric shock to the heart if
its rhythm becomes irregular.

Heart valves, too, can be
replaced when they become
leaky, typically with a synthetic
valve or one taken from apig.

Human tracking implants
aredevicesthat areplaced inside
our body that use power gener-
ated from muscle movement to
send signals to global position-
ing satellites (GPS) to keep track
of where we are on the planet.

Itisclaimed that these im-
plantswill have beneficial effects
inmedical monitoringandin law
enforcement.

Silicone computer chips
and microprocessors have also
been implanted, capable of com-
municating directly with com-
puters from inside the body.

The future of implants is
possibly limited only by our
imagination.

Peter Davison is Manager of In-
ternational Servicesat the Phuket
International Hospital . To contact
him call Tel: 076-249400 or
email peter @phuket-inter-
hospital.co .th
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Alrport upgrade getspriority

By Sangkhae Leelanapaporn

PHUKET: The long-awaited
plan to extend the runway at
Phuket International Airport
from 3,000 metersto 3,300m, at
an estimated cost of 154 million
baht, has been given priority on
the orders of Prime Minister
Thaksin Shinawatra.

Lt Cdr Boonchart Prom-
poon, Director of the Airports
Authority of Thailand, Phuket
(AATP), told the Gazette that the
project was originally planned
for next year but that the PM
wanted to push it through early.

“I think we should be able
to start construction in October
and finish by the end of next
year,” Cdr Boonchart said.

The runway has to be ex-
tended because at present, al-
though Boeing 747 aircraft can
land at Phuket fully-laden, the
runway is too short for them to

take off with a full complement
of passengers, limiting the num-
ber of tourists the airport can
handle.

Once the runway is ex-
tended, 747sfully laden with pas-
sengers, baggage and enough fuel
to reach Europe will be able to
take off from Phuket.

Although Cdr Boonchart
denied recent reports in na-
tional newspapers that Phuket
isto get asecond runway in the
near future, he added that the
airport’s long-term plan caters
for construction of a 3,600-
meter runway to allow 747sto
take off for trans-Pacific flights
to the US.

“Wewant to extend the cur-
rent runway to 3,300 metersfirst,
because our main market is Eu-
rope, but if, inthefuture, wewant
to handle direct flights to Am-
erica, 3,300 meterswould not be
long enough,” he explained.

Rather than extend the
existing runway again, the
long-term plan callsfor anew,
3,600-meter runway to be
built. The existing runway
would then be used as a taxi-
way, although it could also be
used as a standby runway in
case of emergencies.

“1f we want to build a new
runway we have to buy more
land,” he noted, “because we
have none to spare.”

In addition to the extension
of therunway, theairport isto get
another four parking aprons at a
total cost of 101 million baht.

Cdr Boonchart said he
would like to see even more
aprons built. “[When we were
planning] we didn’t know so
many low-cost airlineswould be
launched. That is one reason the
number of flightsto Phuket —we
get about 90 aday now —hasin-
creased.

“We also have many new
airlines, such as Phuket Air and
Orient Thai, who park their air-
craft in Phuket because there is
no more room for them to park
in Bangkok,” he explained.

He added that the AATP's
main income streams are from
landing and parking fees. “Our
landing fees are lower than any-
wherein Asia except Malaysia.

“The problem is the short-
age of apron space. We have 11
apronsnow and theplanistoin-
crease this number to 15, but in
fact | think we should have still
more,” Cdr Boonchart said.

He said that the number of
passengersthisyear wasup some
200% on last year “because |ast
year we were affected by Sars
(severe acute respiratory syn-
drome).”

But, he added, the general
trend indicated a 20% annual in-
crease.

EU tax rulesarebound to confound

he expected start date

for the new European

Union Tax Directive

(EUTD) has been fur-
ther delayed, and isnow expected
to come into effect in July next
year. The EUTD will, by law, re-
quire all EU residentsto pay the
correct amount of tax ontheir in-
come from savings anywherein
the world.

The EUTD will require all
banks, building societies and
other deposit takers to send all
detailsof acustomer’sincomeon
savingsto the customer’s“home”
tax authority.

Therelevant tax authorities
will then check that the informa-
tion matches details included in
tax returns. Inthe casethat no tax
return has been lodged, or the
information is incorrect or has
not been reported, further action
will be taken.

Investors can instruct their
relevant financial institutions not
to send the information. How-
ever, investorswill haveto pay a
withholding tax on all interest
earned. Currently this is set to
start at 15% ayear and rise over
the next few yearsto 35% ayear.

The EUTD is designed to
affect only residents in the EU,
Guernsey, Jersey and the Isle of
Man. People who originate from
aEU country but are not resident

in the EU will not be af- ||
fected, provided they supply
proof of their non-residence.

In reality, however,
this is going to be a total |
mess. Tax authorities will H‘
directly and indirectly pres-
sure banks and financial in-
stitutionsto divulgeinformation.
The direct approach will include
blunt demands for information.
The indirect approach will in-
clude methods such as having
other government agencies ob-
tain the information.

The US government is a-
ready using two such tactics
against customers of Swiss
banks. Intheearly 1980s, the US
Internal Revenue Service (IRS),
frustrated by its inability to ob-
tain information from Swiss
banks, came upwithanovel idea
Under assumed names, IRS
agents wrote to every branch of
every Swiss Bank operating in
Switzerland requesting account
opening forms.

When they received the re-
plies, their only interest was the
postal franking number of each
bank and branch. For example,
franking number 12852 could
relate to Union Bank of Switzer-
land — Lausanne, and 10712 to
Credit Suisse — Geneva.

They then had all mail sent
from Switzerland to the US di-

VITAL STATISTICS:
COMPANY REGISTRATIONS BOOMING

May 04 May 03 % change
Limited company registered 91 b3 71.70%
Limited companies 15 7 114.29%
increasing capital
Companies deregistered 4 11 -63.64%
Limited partnership registered 26 24 8.33%
Limited partnerships 2 4 -50.00%
increasing capital
Partnerships deregistered 10 8 25.00%

Source: Phuket Provincial Business Development Office

M oONEY

verted to their offices. If they saw
that John Smith of Arizonahad a
letter bearing a franking number
matching that of a Swiss bank,
they simply noted the detailsand
let the letter be delivered in the
normal manner.

Later, John Smith would
receivealetter fromhislocal IRS
officerequiring his attendance at
a specific date and time to dis-
cuss his account with, for ex-
ample, UBS Zurich. One can
imagine Mr Smith’s reaction.

Asitisnotillegal in Swit-
zerland for foreigners to evade
paying tax to foreign govern-
ments, the IRS uses another very
successful ploy: using another
government agency to obtain in-
formation.

The US Drug Enforcement
Administration approaches
Swissbanks claiming that people
have deposited profits from
crimes. This has been very suc-
cessful and the IRS has gained a
lot of information even though
some people investigated have
had no involvement whatsoever
with drugs.

Another potential problem
for investors is that banks sim-
ply may not accept people advis-
ing them that they are non-resi-
dents, and in any case, informa-
tion on their accounts will bere-
ported to their “hometax author-
ity” or the withholding tax will
be levied.

Therewill also be problems
with banks being inundated with
information from customers, and
the usual problem of everyday
mistakes being made.

Many people believe that

' TALKS

:
| By Richard Watson

they are safe when it comes
to their banks divulging in-
formation. That isnot always
the case. Some years ago, a
top Johannesburg lawyer
who speciaized in offshore
matters told me that he once
waswalking through London
when he met, coming from the
opposite direction, the Manager
of Exchange Control at the Re-
serve Bank of South Africa.

He asked the Reserve Bank
manager what he was doing in
L ondon, and the manager replied
by showing him abank statement
of an account at a Jersey branch
of a well-known UK bank. He
had simply flown to Jersey,
walked into the bank and asked
at the counter for a statement of
someonethey wereinvestigating.
No ID was requested, the bank
statement was simply handed
over. So much for security.

One UK bank with “off-
shore branches’ goes as far as
suggesting that clients useinsur-
ance products and other invest-
ment products that are not cov-
ered by the EUTD’s reporting
reguirements.

Onethingisfor sure, inves-
tors who have any relationship
with the EU will now haveto be
extra careful about what consti-
tutes non-resident status for tax
purposes. This varies between
EU member states, and even if
an investor is exempt from in-
cometax, that doesnot imply the
ability to avoid inheritance tax.

| will explore more issues
raised by the EUTD in later col-
umns.

Richard Watson runsGlobal Port-
folios Co Ltd, a Phuket-based per-
sonal financial planning service.
Hecan bereached at Tel and Fax:
076-381997, Mobile: 01-
0814611. Email: imm@Iloxinfo.
co.th.

ON THE MOVE

Le Meridien Thailand Resorts
has announced the appointment
of French-Ca-
nadian Domi-
niqgue La-
pointe as Gen-
eral Manager
| of Le Royal
Meridien
Phuket Yacht
Club. Ms La-
pointe  has
worked for Meridien for more
than 14 years, holding various
executive positions throughout
the world including posts in
Montreal, Noumeain New Cale-
donia, Bangkok, Indonesia and
London. Her experienceincludes
opening and re-branding proper-
ties, operations, sales and mar-
keting.

Supreeya Jitrawiparat, 33, has
been appointed Marketing Man-
ager at Tourism Malaysia's
Phuket Office.
Shehasaman-
agement de-
gree from Ra-
jabhat Univer-
sity’sBansom-
dejchaopraya
campus in
Bangkok and
previously
worked as Marketing Manager at
the Royal Phuket City Hotel.

Surat Thani native Sansri Sang-
montree, 30, has joined the new
five-star bou-
tique resort,
The Aspasia
Phuket, as
Food and Bev-
erage Manag-
er. Hehasade-
gree in man-
agement from
Rajabhat Uni-
versity’s Surat
Thani campus and more than 10
years experience in F&B. He
was previously Restaurant Man-
ager at the Banyan Tree Resort
in Phuket.

Been promoted? Made a career
change? Know someone who
has? Let us know by email to
onthemove@phuketgazette.net.
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2005 Sea Rally will be

‘mor e competitive

PHUKET: Organizers
of the 3¢ Andaman Sea
Rally (ASR), the Phu-
ket-Port Blair-Phuket
dash, to be held from
January 4 to 20 next
year, have announced a
number of changes
aimed at adding amore
serious competitive el-
ement to theevent than
in the previous two
years.

Onechangeisthe
introduction of a sail-
ing-only class, intend-
ed to encourage com-
petition among serious
offshore racers. Boats
that resort to using engines dur-
ing the ASR will be moved into
the cruising class.

The organizers are also

Stormvogel, which took line honors in 2004, will
compete against other IRC-rated yachts next year.

drawing up anew formulafor the
motoring hours equation to en-
sure fairer results.

Next year's ASR will also

Happy Days threaten

darts league leaders

PATONG: While Champs and
In-Between share the top of the
Patong Darts League table with
29 points each, Happy Daysnow
has 28 points and are piling up
the points at such an impressive
rate that they seem poised to take
the lead.

With three weeks of play
|eft, Offshoreareaso still in con-
tention after a three-point win at
home against In-Between.

Resurgent Shakers have
pulled themselves up from the
bottom of the table, leaving that
dubious honor to the boys at
Didi’s, whorisk relegation to the
pool league if they don’'t win
points thisweek at home against
Amigos, who will be playing
without league organizer Bez.

Results of June 22 matches:
Amigos 2 Happy Days* 7; Shak-

Thought the days of
free love were over?

Think again!

“Personals’ ads
placed online are
free!

FREE on the Island
Trader online for
60 days.

FREE in the Phuket
Gazette.

Goto
www.phuketgazette.net/
classifieds
and place your ad
today!

ers5 Didi’s* 4; Piccadilly 3 Val-
halla* 6; Offshore* 5In-Between
4; Football Crazy* 8 Champs 1.
(* Winner of beer leg.)

Resaultsof Junel15matches: Off-
shore 8 Amigos* 1; Didi’s 4
Happy Days* 5; Football Crazy 4
Shakers* 5; Piccadilly* 2 In- Be-
tween 7; Vahalla3 Champs* 6.

Overall standings after June
22: In-Between (29pts); Champs
(29); Happy Days (28); Offshore
(25); Football Crazy (21); Val-
halla (18); Amigos (16); Shak-
ers (16); Piccadilly (15); Didi's
(13).

July 6 matches: Didi's at Ami-
gos; Happy Daysat Vahalla; In-
Between at Football Crazy;
Shakersat Piccadilly; Offshore at
Champs.

——

boast a true IRC class,
alowing crewsof boats
with IRC ratings to en-
joy amore competitive
race. Included in this
class will be Storm-
vogel, winner of thein-
augural 2003 ASR and
runner-up in 2004.

Fees for next
year’'s rally will be
US$450 for the boat and
skipper, and US$60 per
crew member. Included
in the fees areraly en-
try, clearance fees for
Port Blair and entry to
the all-important par-
ties.

For registration forms and
regular updates on devel opments
and entries, visit the ASR website
at www.andamansearally.com.

UvEL 11D
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The point of the exercise

The Phuket Aerobic Dance Team beat five other teams on
June 27 to win a dance competition at Lan Nawamin Park in

Phuket City.

Judges said that the team - (from

left), Kreutiya

Pakdeewan, Petcharat Pattanajak, Pranee Dokmai, Chantarat
Pasee and Natcheunthip Fa-phet — impressed them with their
energetic routine, which received the highest score of 936

points out of a possible 1,050.

The event was sponsored by the Phuket Tourism Sports

and Recreation Center.

Bewar e those muddy bottoms

n response to the number of

emailsprompted by my pre-

vious column about tides,

I’ll address three scenarios
wherethe application of tide data
iscritical.

Passage Planning: Quite often,
tidal heightsof 1.5 to two meters
will enable safe passage through
an area or channel that will not
be accessible at low tides.

| suggest erring on the side
of caution, especially in areas
with sandy or muddy bottoms
such as Phang Nga Bay, where
local depths can vary dueto cur-
rentsthat arethemselves affected
by the weather.

At low tide, a charted
depth of one meter and a low-
tide height of one meter would,
theoretically, mean a boat with
a 1.8-meter draft could proceed
safely.

Assuming, say, atidal rise
of 1.8 meters, waiting afew hours
until a mid-tide depth of around

N

Beforethe
MAST

2.8 meters (1 + 1.8 meters) will
provide an adequate safety mar-

gin.

Steering a Course: What fol-
lows are rough estimation tech-
niques for those who cannot — or
can't be bothered to — practice
coastal navigation.

Any component of tidewill
effect your speed and direction
over the bottom.

Tide with you will mean
you approach turning points and
hazards more quickly than you
would expect.

M

Sales - Property & Land
Rentals |
Estate Management
Construction, Mantenance

E: infol@lynxmgmt.com
Tel/Fax: +66 76 200552 |
www.phuket-villas.com
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GOURMET HOME SERVICE
FOR THE FINEST KITCHENS IN PHUKET

MNow, you can order from our extensive range of
imported gourmet food and local items and have
them delivered to your managed villa estate or
private home. Beel, Veal, Lamb, Pork, Poultry,
Seafood, Cheese, Ham, Vegetables & Wines,

i

SORFBRS |

For a product list please contact:
Tel: 076-253024-9 Fax: 076-216425
Email: salespmif@phuket. ksc.co.th

Conversely, a tide against
will slow you down.

If you know the distance
between any two objectsyou are
passing, note your average speed
and thetimetakento sail between
the two objects. The difference
between your boat speed and the
calculated speed is a good indi-
cation whether thetideiswith or
against you

You must also factor in the
effects of any crosscurrents to
ensure that you sail an approxi-
mately straight course. To dothis,
apply a correction to the course
being steered against the current.

And as soon as possible af -
ter establishing your correct
course, find two fixed objects —
onein theforeground and onein
the background — that line up or
areclosetolining up. Adjust your
heading into the tide so these
objects stay in the same position
relative to one another.

A benefit of thistechnique
is that allowances for variations
in current speed and direction can
be calculated with relative ease.

Anchoring: Remember to allow
for the tide's rise and fall when
anchoring. Ascertaining thiscor-
rectly will help prevent too much
rope being paid out, thereby re-
ducing your swing diameter.

If you cannot determinethe
height of the tide, then you
should assume that you are an-
choring at low tide. Add thetide
height — actual or hazarded — to
your assessed depth.

Sailing queries or news may be
sent to yachtpro by email to:
rob@sailing-thailand.com

MSAPRAR

/28 076-396317

waw. phukethomesiny.comdch
smail: cnsabrmzil @ hoiml.com |
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Five-goal hero nails 5-a-side tournament for PoSuanJit

PIYA PRESSURE #*

By Anongnat Sartpisut

PHUKET: Piya Pakpoom was
the undoubted hero of the 5™
Wichit Cup 5-a-side Soccer Tour-
nament, banging in five goals to
givePoSuanJit a5-2 Men'sOpen
victory over Nong Bank.

Five weeks of hotly-con-
tested play among 122 entrants
— 69 inthe Men’s Open division
and 53 in the Under-15s—led up
to the eagerly awaited final on
June 27 on the pitch at Wichit
Songkram School.

In a match as wild as the
day’sweather, thefirst 20-minute
half saw most of the action tak-
ing place in the center of the
pitch. But Nong Bank —who had
the upper hand and were awarded
three corners for their spunky
play —let control slip to PoSuan-
Jit on two occasions, with disas-
trous results.

The first came in the fifth
minute, with Piya slamming the
ball into the Nong Bank goal. He
scored again in the final minute
of the half with afine volley.

From the opening whistle
of the second half, the pressure
was on Nong Bank to start plac-
ing the ball in the back of the
net, but once again Piya sgolden
boot sent the ball into the back
of the Nong Bank’s net for ahat
trick.

Nong Bank finally broke

Victorious PoSuandJit celebrate their win with man of the match,

Piya Pakpoom (front row, right).

their duck when Sukchai Kaotan
scored fiveminutes|ater, and the
match appeared to be swinging
Nong Bank’s way when Somsak
Sritong took the score to 3-2 in
the 33" minute.

But there was no stopping
Piyaashe shot from the half-way
linejust one minute later, hitting
the back of the net.

Tempersflared and the ref-
eree had to resort to yellow-card-
ing a PoSuandit player, for ag-
gressive blocking of an opponent,
to calm things down.

The game was as good as
over when man of thematch Piya
scored his fifth goal, putting the
result beyond dispute and win-

Special deal offered to early
entrantsin Langkawi regatta

LANGKAWI: Early entrants in
theBMW Royal Langkawi Inter-
national Regatta 2005, to be con-
tested from February 27 to March
5, will get the skipper and two
crew registered free with each
boat entered.

The deal applies to regis-
trantswho pay infull before Sep-
tember 30. After that date, the
yacht entry fee of RM450 (about
4,856 baht) will cover the skip-
per and only one crew member.

Each additional crew mem-
ber entered will cost an extra
RM200 (about 2,158 baht).

The yacht-entry fee also

includesberthing for eight nights
at the Royal Langkawi Yacht
Club, including electricity and
water, and entry into the prize-
giving dinner parties held at a
different venue on each day of
racing.

Entry to the partiesfor non-
crew members costs RM 300
(about 3,235 baht) a head.

The final deadline for en-
try in the regatta will be Febru-
ary 27, 2005.

For more information or to
register online, email: office@
langkawiregatta.com or visit
www.langkawiregatta.com.

ning PoSuandit the trophy and
20,000 baht in prize money.

Baan Don beat J&MB 7-4
to take third place in the Men's
Open.

Yaowachon Dappreng beat
Surakul B to take the Under-15
title, with Nakha Sport comingin
third and Kingkaew Sangsan
fourth.

ionals plan
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The key to Honda's success

ondaismaking serious

inroads into the Thai

market with its excel-

lent 2004 Civic. Ma-
jor advancesin terms of technol-
ogy and equipment position the
Civic way above any of its im-
mediate competitors, while a
choice of engines and transmis-
sions means there is a Civic to
suit just about anybaody.

The Civic madeitsdébutin
the early ' 70s and has consis-
tently been one of the best-sell-
ing carsworldwide. Challenging
established so-called “super-
minis’ such as the Volkswagen
Golf and Peugeot’s excellent 205
and 206 ranges was hever going
to be easy, but the fact that the
Civic is still around, in much
improved form, 30 yearson, says
agreat deal about the quality and
reliability of Honda's offering.

Thelatest Civicisavailable
inthree-, four- or five-door body
styles and there is a choice of a
diesel engine or a particularly
frugal gasolineengine. Thethree-
and five-door versions are of-
fered with a 1.7-liter common-
rail diesel while al styles can be
equipped with either a 1.4-liter
or 1.6-liter gas motor. The 1.6
features variable valve tech-
nology which greatly improves
the torque output.

Power from the gasoline
engines peaks at 90 and 110bhp
respectively (66 and 81kW),
whilethediesel producesexactly
100bhp (74kW) but has an im-
pressivetorquefigure of 220Nm.

All models are available
with either five-speed manual or
four-speed automatic gears, in-

B
— ™

The modest Honda Civic has been a consistent best-seller worldwide since its dlbut in the early 1970s.

corporating a “lock-up” torque
converter to boost fuel economy.

There are numerous im-
provementsto the interior of the
latest cars, including, on the
three-door, a sports steering
wheel, whilethe five-door getsa
two-tone instrument panel. Cos-
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infoffyifamyvalephubel.oom, s villgmvabkephuketcom
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metic, yes, but still pleasing on
the eye.

Honda grew out of a de-
funct piston-ring manufacturing
company that had been destroyed
during the war. In 1946 Soichiro
Honda began making motorized
bicycles, gradually moving into
dedicated motorcycledesign and
production, and by 1962 Honda
wastheworld’slargest manufac-
turer of motorcycles.

Thefirst four-wheel Honda
dsoarrivedin 1962, asmall truck
with atiny 356cc engine.

AT HOME WITH ROSEFERREY

Monday - T

B

In 1964 Honda produced
the S600, its first vehicle to be
exported to Europe, followed by
the fabulous S800 sports car
which revved to an incredible
8,500 rpm. This amazing engine
speed was achiev-
ed by using light-
weight pistonsand
roller-bearing big-
ends. It sounded a
bit like a sewing
machine, though,
and was not ahuge
success, disap-
pearing from the
line-up in 1970.

Honda' smain priority at the
time was the domestic market
and, because the Japanese tax
system favors smaller engines,
the first four-seater sedan was
powered by a minuscule 354cc
air-cooled motor.

The first decent-size Hon-
da, developed for the European
market, was a 1,298cc, four-cyl-
inder, air-cooled model, pro-
duced in 1969, but it wasthe in-
troduction of the Civic that put
Honda on the map.

Initially the Civic was in-
troduced with a four-cylinder
1,169cc engine and front-wheel

BUPA J'; |

Health Insurance

Persorsd Cane

By Jeff Heselwood

drive. Standard wasafour-speed
manual gearbox, with the unique
Hondamatic offered asan option.
The initial model had just two
doors, but demand soon resulted
in a three-door hatchback, fol-
lowed later by a
five-door version.

It was the
success of the
Civic that caused
Honda to produce
larger and more
varied models, to
the extent whereit
isnow performing
strongly in all sec-
tors of the car market.

In the US, the Honda Ac-
cord frequently tops the sales
lists, beating home-grown mod-
elsfromthe USBig Three, while
its NSX coupéisaviable alter-
native to a Ferrari and the
Honda-owned Acurabrand chal-
lenges some of the Lexus mod-
els.

And it is all thanks to the
remarkablelittle HondaCivic all
those years ago. Quite an
achievement, redlly.

Jeff Heselwood may be contacted
by email at jhc@ netvigator.com.
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Winemaking: the agony and the ecstacy
IN E

or most people, wineries and

winemaking are an unexplained

wonder —like plastic, or what's

inside the Earth or why ice is
slippery. Having worked in some of the
largest and the smallest of wineries, | can
assure you working with wine is much
more pleasurable than most jobs.

In a small winery, a winemaker’'s
life is usually preoccupied with hands-
on work such as sanitation, barrel man-
agement, and the transfer of wine from
tank to tank. Inlarger wineries, work can
more closely resemble a desk job, with
primary tasks including making sales
forecasts, cost accounting and market-
ing.

Whether awinery islarge or small,
work is driven by the fact there is only
one harvest a year. Winemakers have
only one chanceto get their product right

and this absence of margin
for error in everything they
do causes a great deal of
stress, as even asmall mis-
take has the potential to
bring disaster to the wine
and financial ruin to the
winery.

First, the winemaker
must bottle enough older
wineto create enough space
toreceivetheyear’sgrapes.
Bottlingisaboring struggle

By Steven Roberto

But once the wine is
out the door everyone can
begin to look forward to the
harvest. There are amillion
thingsto do at harvest and it
is easy to forget something
intherush. I still laugh about
my winemaker friend who
once forgot to buy yeast —
without which wine produc-
tionisimpossible— until af-
ter the grapes had arrived.

Harvest is exhausting

that seemsto go onforever.

After months of overtime, the mo-
notony may even cause employees to go
berserk. | will always remember walking
into the bottling room once and seeing the
workers throwing glue at each other after
afestering disagreement over break times
had gotten out of hand.

and the hours are long, with
staff often working more than 16 hours
daily for two or three months. A friend of
once slept standing up for more than two
hourswhile cleaning thewinery floor dur-
ing harvest.
But all the hard work pays off. Once
thewineis produced and safely in barrel,

wonderful parties are held to celebrate
the success, with employees treated to
barbecues, music and, of course, wine,
as reward for their contribution.

If you have never been to awinery
| recommend you include a visit to one
as part of your next holiday. Most win-
eries are open to the public and many
offer tours. Buying wine from wineries
is less expensive and more enjoyable as
you can taste before you buy. You will
find awinery visit to be educational, fun
and rewarding. Who knows, you might
even apply for ajab.

Seven Roberto isawinemaker and res-
taurant consultant from California. He
is the Wine and Beverage Director for
the award-winning Baan Rim Pa restau-
rant in Patong. Email: stevenroberto@
lycos.com

y mind wanders—a
not uncommon oc-
currence—as| con-
sider the name of
thisrestaurant. | toy with theidea
that it may be dedicated to the
now-rehabilitated Colonel Mu-
ammar of the same name, the
occasionally eccentric leader of
Libyaand proponent of the anti-
West Third Universal Theory.
Alas, there is no smiling
plastic mannequin of Colonel G
bidding us welcome to his eat-
ery outside, but there is a chatty
Indonesian lady — Montha Nan-
chan—who coyly avoidsanswer-
ing just about the only question |
need to ask her, to whit, her age.
The other question | am
keen to ask — but do not —isjust
how she keeps her headscarf so
brilliantly white through hours of
cooking. Mysteries of the Kit-
chen No 149.
| do glean
from her —her En-
glish is very good

R&5u

Musdlim hospitality

isnot exclusively Arabinorigin.
Rather, it takes alittle from here
and there in the Muslim world.
My dining companion (DC for
short) and | choose chicken
dopiaza, beef massaman, Arabic
salad, yellow rice, and lamb
chops.

Drinks are, naturally, non-
alcoholic and weplump for fresh
orange juice and fresh mint tea
served strong with lots of sugar.

As we order, Charin Jam-
pada, the owner, arrives. K. Cha-
rinis, to put it delicately, a man
who enjoys his food and, as my
DC and | wait, we ruminate that
we are starving hungry.

Our host, a
Phuketian, pro-
vides a quick ex-
planation asto the

— that she spent RIS origin of the res-
years cooking in Andy Johnstone taurant’s name.
Holland, where Following what
she practiced her Ghadafi seems to be fast

culinary art pro-
fessionally, using skills learned
from her family.
AsMonthaexplainsaspects
of the preparation of Halal food,
to the strains of the muezzin com-
ing from the mosque across the
road, an intrinsic yet sadly-for-
gotten aspect of Muslim culture
is apparent: hospitality.
Thefood offered at Ghadefi

Steak and Riby City Thailand
| The very best barbecue in Thailand |
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becoming a tradi-
tion in Phuket restaurants, Gha-
dafi is named after his son.

Our food begins to arrive
and we begin to devour. Theyel-
low riceisno simpledish but re-
sembles a byriani. Fried onions
and spices— a hint of cardamon,
saffronand turmeric—garnish the
dish and go well with the two
quite different curries.
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Lin's Daycare
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Well-scented but with a typically fruity tang: the dopiaza.

The massaman (80 baht)
has a dry aromatic taste and the
beef — from Australia — is very
tender. K. Charin travels the
world — Boston and Singapore
most recently —sourcing his sup-
plies, and it shows.

The dopiaza (80 baht) is
equally well-scented but has a
typically fruity tang; Montha's
experience is as obvious in her
cooking as in her conversation.

TheArabicsalad, amere 70
baht, is a simple affair, just to-
matoes, | ettuce and cucumber but
with lashings of lime juice and
mint, good for cooling the pal-
ate.

The New Zealand lamb
chops at 200 baht are a delight.
Grilled Moroccan-style, heavy
on the pepper and amix of other
spices, even the thin layer of fat
isladen with juices and, well, to

Hell with the cholesteral count
for the night.

More rice is ordered — the
sauce from the two curriesistoo
good to waste — and our hosts
attend immediately. K. Charin’s
father-in-law, just back from
evening prayers, joinsinthe con-
versation—in Thai at least —and
afew other dinersdriftinand out
aswe eat.

Are we some of the first
farang, some of the first non-
Muslimsto eat at Ghadafi? Quite
probably, but after the first
vaguely quizzical look, we are
accepted as readily as the next
customers.

The surroundings are, ad-
mittedly, quite ordinary. But the
taste of the food and the hospi-
tality more than make up for it.
My little eye spied a hookah
(very popular with the Kuwaiti
diners) in the corner and Mon-
tha'sentreatiesfor areturn visit
may put that on the menu as
well.

Ghadafi Halal Food Restaurant,
178 Phra Barami Rd, Patong.
Open 8 amto 11 pm everyday to
eat in, take away or for home de-
livery. Tel: 076-340639 or 076-
342324. Gazette Shopper Card
holders are offered a 10% dis-
count.
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Hone of the Veek Kat hu

On par with the country |

t is rare for villa this large

to become availablefor sale

within the boundaries of the

Phuket Country Club in
Kathu. The house and theonerai
it stands on are next to the ninth
hole green, with a magnificent
view overlooking much of the
golf course.

The house itself is impos-
ing, with more than 500 square
meters of living space. The
ground floor has a large terrace
at thefront, and inside the house,
the layout is very much open-
plan with a large lounge, a din-
ing area, a fully fitted kitchen
with breakfast bar as well as a
guest bedroom and two large
bathrooms.

The stairway to the upper
floors is made of the highest-
guality teak and has feature win-
dows looking out to the rear of
the home. On the second level,
separated by alarge hall, aretwo
spacious double bedrooms both
with large en-suite bathrooms.

The stairway continues to
the next floor where there is a
large open-plan room with shelv-
ing and cupboards. This room
would be ideal as the home-
owner’sofficeasit offers privacy
from the rest of the home and a
superb view to aid a contempla-
tive mind, though it could easily
be used for other purposes.

The entire interior features
natural wood and is decorated
throughout to a high standard.

The extensive grounds are
landscaped and fully fenced. At
therear of the property isasepa-
rate guest lodge with a double
bedroom, sitting area and sepa-
rate bathroom.

Next to the guest lodge are

Ife

separatemaids’ quarterswith two
bedrooms, a bathroom and a
Thai-style kitchen so that strong
aromas can be created outside of
the main house.

The grounds also have a
large driveway with parking area,
a gazebo on the front lawn and
plenty of room to expand the
house if required.

Thishouse has been valued
at 16.5 million baht, but the

i

-
-
|

|
|

owner has had to rel ocate quickly
and unexpectedly, soitison sale
for 13 million baht, including
freehold title and two member-
ships of the Phuket Country
Club.

For more information contact
Rudi at House and Villa Sales
Phuket. Tel: 076-345081 or 01-
9241447. Email: info@
houseandvill asal esphuket.com
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For Homes, Holels and Offces

We sell and install
Curtains, Firenze Alsminism
Vertical Blinds, YOROTA (flaxible)
Palmats, Slimline Woodan Blinds,
Carpets and 'Wallpaper, Table Lamps,
Cane fumitwre, Rattan fumiture

Mo alxe hiove o pelnnet repoir
and et eleaning service,

§2/18-18 \iohitsongiram Rd, Muang, Phuket
Tol: 076-234892-3, 01-5357456
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Josh Lee of Lee Marine:
“There were several cases
in which the previous
boat taxes frightened
potential buyers away
from buying homes.”

Boats help to keep the
property market afloat

0 people come to

Phuket by boat or

stay here because of

boats, and then de-
cide to buy a house? Or do they
cometo Phuket, likeit here, buy
ahouse and then decide to buy a
boat?

Either way, one industry
often affects the other, which
from aproperty perspective begs
the question, “To what extent do
factors such as the removal of
import dutieson boating in Thai-
land contribute to investment in
real estate here?’

A number of well-known
businesspeoplein Phuket arrived
by boat. Neil Cumming, the
founder of Phuket Dot Com, ar-
rived in Chalong Bay during a
trip around the world, and never
left. Andy Dowden, former presi-
dent of the Phuket King's Cup
Regatta organizing committee,
dropped anchor here more than
20 years ago. Vincent Tabuteau,
Managing Director of East West
Siam and a director of Thai Ma
rine Leisure, arrived here deliv-
ering a boat.

Many participants in the
early King's Cup Regattas, such
as Hong Kong businessman
Henry Kay and Hong Kong law-
yer Merv Owen, arrived here to
enjoy the sailing and ended up
movingin.

Phuket’s boating industry
started to develop as new prop-
erty developmentsarrived and as
yacht charter companies such as
Sunsail and The Mooringsbegan
to establish themselves.

/\
PROPERTY

HOMEZONE

By Graham Doven

Then the bureaucracy step-
pedin. Somebody high upin gov-
ernment circles in Bangkok de-
cided that al people who owned
boats were rich, therefore the
Customs Department could boost
government cofferswith taxeson
boats.

In some cases, boat owners
avoided paying thetaxesdirectly,
and instead took advantage of
other forms of payment. These
boat owners often found them-
selves|ater answering to another
official, who in righteous indig-
nation at finding out that the gov-
ernment had not received its
proper dues, demanded that the
owners cough up again.

The taxes on importing
boats rose to an unbelievable
230% and the hopeful govern-
ment found itself with 230% of
nothing instead of a reasonable
percentage of something.

It took alot of lobbying by
people in the boating industry
before the current government
saw the light and realized that
Thailand was losing out to Ma-
laysia, particularly Langkawi.
Thedutieswerenot just reduced;
they were dropped entirely.

Joshua Lee, Managing Di-
rector of Lee Marine, says that
the new laws are a major boost

for the industry. “It opens up a
whole new world of tropical
lifestyle,” he says. “Many people
who have an interest in boating
in Phuket are now considering
buying homes.

“Likewise, many who al-
ready own a house in Phuket
have bought or are planning to
buy aboat.

“There were several cases
in which the previous boat taxes
frightened potential buyersaway
from buying homes, but clearly
the new lawsare causing the situ-
ation to be reversed,” he adds.
“We have sold 12 boats to cus-
tomers since then.”
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- House & Pool
| Construction Co., Lid. snm 1005
| Thai - German Managemant

* Private & commmmarcis comsinachion
| * Renovahonr / afferahon |
| = Swimvming pools & JacugTis
* Archifaciure design
| * Buiding permyzsion

B5%'18 Moo T Bal Yaun Rob Koh Road
Rawa, Muarg Phusel 83100
Ted: OF5-2538<45, 32507TH
FAX OTE-2BBRSS
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-l il sbam-basbecss com
wwkbnm-business.com
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Cxclusive Townhomes at Phuker's Finest Address

A refined yet affordable entry ino the exclusive
lifeseyle ar Laguna Phuket, our new Townhomes
prove thar luxury need not be over-priced.
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Thai law reguiresthat motorcycledrivers
and passengerswear a safety helmet with
the chin strap fastened at all times —
24 hoursa day.

PrukeT ProviINCIAL
TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT

BAAM RIA TARM
Chemg Talay

T2 vikas + poals

2, ¥bedroom
Laguno areq

Sonlis .ﬂ.go:nl
5.75 million baht +

CHOM TAWAN
Bong Tao Beach

Compkate 005

& 3 & 4-bedroom
apariments & wilkas

Reservafions taken

13 million baht +

LAY AM ESTATE
Bang Tao Beach

rAalisu-style willos

Lorge plots, “Infiniby"
paals & gardens

7ldme + Bving area

28 million baht +

THE PLANTATICHMN

DCECn viemws

Shovwe Uit open

17 million baht +

2+ 1-pedroom condo
units & 3, 4-bedroom willos

SRl PANWA
Cope Panwa

CBRE

CB RICHARD ELLIS

Profestonal real estate odvice for
tnosa looking for propearty in Phoket
Valuers/ Residentiol Sales L Leasing

Retall! Commerciol
Propedy Management

12/9 Moo 4, Thepkrasatii Bood
Kohkoew, Muang, Phuket 83000

Tel: 076-239947-% Fox: 074-239970
Mabile: 01-1712192, 01-3745239

Ocean views

|, 2-bedroom ool vilkos
& 3, d-badnoom villos

ahow unif open

34 million baht +
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WRHY SIZE DOES MATTER

ig is good. | like any
thing that’s big. Well,
almost anything. | like
big cars, music from
big stereos, and I'm even alittle
big around the midriff. | even
sneeze big. Bigiscertainly good.
Plants are no exception.
There are some gardeners who
spend their lives nurturing atiny
tree so that when they die they
can be proud of having thesmall-
est bonsal in the world. | have
never quite understood that.
Let it grow. Wouldn't it be
a lot better to have the biggest
bonsai intheworld after 70 years
of nurturing it? At least you'll
have something to show for it.
A few weeks ago, a Phuket
resident who recently bought a
new house in Chalong contacted
me for some advice. He wanted
to know what he could plant in
hisback garden to add abit more
privacy to that provided by the
five-foot wall surrounding the
property. The house next door
was still being built, and wasris-
ing by the day. He felt, quite
rightly, that abuilding sitewasn’'t
exactly the idea view from his
new home.
| told him that there's only

onelogical choicein this part of
the world: the ashoka, or mast
tree would do the job perfectly.
The ashoka, or asoke in Thai, is
the kind of tree that looks as if
it'sabit taller than it should be—
itsheight istotally disproportion-
ate to its width.

| said | like them big, and
these things get huge — up to 15
meters high or more. They're
found everywhere that needs
something tall, bushy and green,
such as in agarden to act as a
divider or to hide a particularly
ugly wall. The most common
variety doesn’'t produce any
flowers, doesn’'t haveimpressive
leaves, doesn't smell good or do
anything that's in any way dis-
tinctive — apart from growing
skyward. This really is the
Michael Jordan of the plant
world.

There’smorethat abit of a
clue to the ashoka's origin in its
Tha name. In its homeland of
India and herein Thailand, it is
regarded as alot more than abig
tree. It features significantly in
Buddhist ceremonies and is
planted in many monasteries, as
it was named after an ancient
Buddhist ruler in India. Some

Hey, Big Boy - the ashoka is ideal for blocking unwanted views.

believethathe Lord Buddhawas
born under an ashoka tree.
Many Indians also believe
that the ashoka can be used to
treat various mental conditions,
especially depression. Ashokais
Sanskrit for “without sorrow”,
anditisclaimed that “aprofound

inner state of joy, harmony and
wellbeingisproduced” by ingest-
ing various parts of the tree.
Our Chalong homeowner
needed no encouragement to go
out to his nearest garden center
and buy a few of these giants,
although they werelessthan gar-

gantuan when they werefirst de-
livered. Half a dozen gardeners
descended on his back garden
and dug aneat hole for each, set-
ting them asthey should, about a
meter apart.

Some shadeisbetter for the
ashoka, and ideally the soil
should be rich, moist and well
drained. Having said al that, let's
face it, how many of us analyze
the composition and water con-
tent of the ground before we dig
aholein it and stick something
in it? “Rich, moist soil” is just
gardener-speak. As long as you
don’t drown it, and you're not
trying to plant it in sand, the
ashoka will be happy wherever
it grows.

If you need to hide your-
self from your neighbors, or you
don’'t want to see what’s going
on next door, and aren’t that
keen on a vertical slab of con-
crete, then the ashoka is what
you need.

Asfor that certain Chalong
home, | would predict that in a
couple of years someone will be
perched at thetop of aladder with
a saw in his hand, lopping the
tops off arow of a dozen trees.
They'll be big.
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That beauty is complemented by
light breezes and the sound of
running water from the logoon,
creating o soothing atmosphere
that will bring trangulity ond
peace to your life. The Boat Lagoan
FParic Residence iz the perfect place
[for that exclusive lifestyle.
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A special place providing handsome homes for
those who ave a cul above the rest-homes that
realize those dreams you have nurtured for
wears., The modern Sino-Porluguese style of
these delightful homes combines beauty with
Sfunctionality,

Hovizon House

Rainbow House

For more information please contact: Boat Lagoon Park Residence at Phuket Boat Lagoon Resort
23/120 Moo 2 Thepkasattri Bd, T Koh Konew, A. Muoang, Phuket 83000 Thailaond

Tel: 076-273466, 238948, 01-6932791 Fax: 076-2389448

wini: pliaiketboatlogoon.com E-mail: property sale@@phuketboatlagoon. com
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Properties Sea View Villa WATERFRONT LAKESIDE LAND
For Sale for Sale

For sale by ownerfiulder Mew lunery
Jedroom, S-bathroam, Thai-alyla
detacned homes n Khao Khat with
snaclatudar vigws oval Chaiong Bay
and the scuthemn islands. 1.8 rai

|2 400 &g ol |amd. Bwimiming poc
andscaped parmen, maid's quariers
Modam marfananca-Yes conalruclion
Thai-siyle, in 3 saparate buildings

Contact James wt 07-3659977 or emails jimemysiEloxinio.eo th

32 RAI
AT LAYAN BEACH

32 rai at Layan Beach for
sale at 4.5 million baht per
rai. Features road, electric-
ity, creek and lake. Possibil-
ity to add another 13 rai at

Beautiful piece of land, di-
rect to the main road. Only
a few hundred meters from
Mission Hills Golf Course, 8

11 rai of flat land - which in-
cludes road & electricity -
perfect for small develop-

3 million baht per rai. Please
email for details. Email:
worldconsultman@yahoo.
com

MISSION HILLS
Serviced buildings on 1-rai,
ocean-view lots facing 9" tee
of Jack Nicklaus-designed golf
course. Tel: 09-9725226.
Email: bgbphuket@yahoo.
com

PRIVATE SALE

Nice blocks of lawn. From
O rai to 20 rai. Located at
Soi Saliga, Rawai. No brokers
please. Tel: 076-288422.

BOAT LAGOON LAND
640-sgm canalside frontage.
30m access to all facilities in
marina and resort. Build your
dream home in Phuket.
Please contact for details.Tel:
09-8739947. Email: info@
andamanproperty.com

OCEANFRONT AO POR
23 rai of land with 250m of
beach frontage for sale. Has
big trees. Please call for de-
tails. Tel: 01-5388276.

HOUSE IN PATONG
Fully furnished house in
Patong with 4 big rooms, 3
bathrooms, 3 aircons. Quiet
and secure, own satellite TV,
phone and fax. Best in Nanai
Rd. 3 million baht. Call for de-
tails. Tel: 06-2775547.

CONDO 4 SALE

Patong Beach 1-room apart-
ment for sale. Cash: 550,000
baht; or deposit 250,000 baht
and pay 4 yearly payments of
100,000 baht. Freehold title,
fully furnished. Please con-
tact for details. Tel: 09-474-
0227. Email: su_kingsuwan@
hotmail. com

wrarw knightfrankphubket.com

FOR SALE
1. Phuket City area 1.25
rai with house-pool Rawai
300 sgm living space.
Price: 13 million baht.
2. Land-1 rai Chalong.
Price: 2.5 million baht.
3. Land-2.75 rai Thalang.
Price: 2.5 million baht.
4. Villa 2 house 35 sq
wah. 2 bedrooms,
1 bathroom.

Price: 1.6 million baht.
5. House Rawai 80 sq
wah. 4 bedrooms, 4
bathrooms.

Price: 3.3 million baht.
Please call for more
details. Tel: 076-263478.
www.thaichanote.com

GOLF VIEW LAND
Prime building plot overlooking
Loch Palm Golf Course. One of
the best building plots avail-
able. 2 rai with freehold title.
Please call for details. Tel: O6-
9405187.

KATHU HOUSE

for sale. 5 bedrooms, 2 living
rooms, 2 kitchens, 2 bath-
rooms, 2 terraces, 3 aircons,
2 telephone lines. Fully fur-
nished and has a little garden.
No dealers. Located near Loch
Palm Golf. Price: 3.8 million
baht. Please contact. Tel:
076-202725,01-8916632.
Fax: 076-202725. Email:
golflandview@gmx.de

2.5 RAI IN RAWAI

2.5 rai in Rawai. New con-
crete road and electric. Price:
1.4 million baht per rai. Ur-
gent sale. Please contact. Tel:
06-5950188. Email: nsupin@
yahoo.com

Knight

Frank

SOLD !

Nobody Sells More Real Estate in Phuket
than Knight Frank!

Before you buy, talk fo the professionals
who know what you should pay.

Contact:
Stephen O'Brien
0182 55124

POOL VILLA AT
SAIYUAN

Private villa with swimming
pool, fully furnished, with UBC
and much more. 5-star deco-
ration and the best quality con-
struction. Ready to move in
this month (July 2004). For
sale at 5.5 million baht. Tel: 01-
5711009. Fax: 076-236398
For further details, email:
tee@roof.co.th or please see
our website at http://www.
oystercove-phuket.com/
villas3.html#villab

VILLA IN KAMALA
for sale. 2 large bedrooms,
swimming pool, Chanote title.
300 sq wah of land. Tel: O6-
2741048.

LAND FOR SALE
600sgm in a quiet area near
Wat Chalong, 1,500m to
Chalong Circle. Ground water
and electricity on site. Con-
struction plans already ap-
proved with government per-
mits. Price: 999,000 baht.
Please call 07-2531426 for
more information.

4 RAI IN RAWAI

300m from Rawai Beach and
400m from Yanui Beach. Price
2.8 million baht/rai. Call Tel:
01-3762920 for more infor-
mation.

LAND FOR SALE

2 rai of land for sale in Cherng
Talay, located close to Laguna
Phuket and the beach. Please
email for detail. Email: jgkg24
@hotmail.com

SEAVIEW LAND
Beautiful view at Layan near
Laguna and beach. 5 rai.
Email: sudaves2002@yahoo.
com

NEW HOUSES

for sale in Phuket from 1.6
million baht with shared pool,
to 15 million baht on golf
course with pool. Payment by
installments possible. Please
contact for details and loca-
tion. Tel: 07-8947406, 07-
8917041. Email: jrspro2000
@yahoo.com

PHANG NGA LAND

4 rai of elevated land now
cleared flat. Located 5 mins
to Tai Muang, 10 mins to
Khao Lak, on made road used
for access to waterfall.
Chanote title, water and
power available. More infor-
mation and photos on request.
Priced to sell at 1.5 million
baht. Tel: 01-8957727. Email:
info@axiominvestments.com

ment or private home for
sale at 2.5 million baht per
rai. Tel: 09-1959574, 01-
9793369. Email: achara@
phuketrealty.net

CHALONG LAND

plot for sale. 1-1.5-rai plot on
Chalong hillside. Good for resi-
dential development. 15 mins
to Lotus, Kata and Karon, 20
mins to Dulwich. Electricity,
paved public road, Chanote
title. Tel: 09-4746899. Email:
sakthong@ji-net.com

ANUPHAS GOLF VILLE
House in Anuphas Golf Ville
for sale. 4 bedrooms, 5 air-
cons, built-in furniture in every
room. Price: 6 million baht. Tel:
07-2836716.

SEAVIEW LAND

Fenced 305 sqg wah at Boh
Rae, Ao Makham, 60m to sea.
House plans available with
building permit. Price: 6 mil-
lion baht. Tel: 07-2728261.

RAWAI-NAI HARN
18-rai in Rawai-Nai Harn for
sale. 1.5 million baht per rai.
Please call for more informa-
tion. Tel: 01-56388276.

APARTMENTS 4 SALE
in Patong. 12 rooms, fully fur-
nished, minimart and 15 com-
puters for Internet. Price 8.5
million baht. Urgent sale. Tel:
07-2799500. Please email
queries to: baanputtarat24@
yahoo.com

CONDO FOR SALE

in Boat Lagoon. 3 bedrooms,
4 bathrooms, aircon, Jacuzzi,
with granite/marble and teak
finishing. Please contact for
more information. Tel: 09-
8739947. Email: info@
andamanproperty.com

PATONG HOUSE

A semi-detached house on a
private road off Nanai Rd for
sale. 4 big rooms, fully fur-
nished, 3 bathrooms, 3 air-
cons. Price: 3 million baht. Tel:
06-2775547.

PATONG CONDO
Great opportunity: mountain
view, freehold title, 300m to
beach, 1 bedroom, living
room, 2 balconies, 1 toilet.
Price: 1.05 million baht. Tel:
09-4740227. Email: chotip 5
@hotmail.com

Find more Property
Classified ads at

www.phuketgazette.net/

mins to airport and Nai Yang
Beach and 20 mins to

Dulwich. lIdeal site for
luxury development. 15 rai
with 2 rai of lake in the
middle. Chanote title, ready
to build. Price: 2.5 million
baht a rai. Tel: 06-000-
0788.

Sea view, walk fo besch
o “in the hilla®
PRECE: From 4.5 millian bahi

SAl TUAMN

LAND FOR SALE
directly on Banyan Tree Golf T
Course (Laguna property). [ iy B, W PR
1,050 sqm/262.4 sq wah. bontid

Price: 7.872 million baht. ].""IF.'!
Please contact for more infor- .

mation. Tel: 076-239864. Brand mevw value-priced
Email: hktmkt@ksc.th.com homes in security estaie

o sl

36 RAI OCEAN VIEWS

at Ao Por. Almost 36 rai of Nor
Sor 3 title land. The cape’s
natural wonders provide the
most wonderful panoramic
view over Phang Nga Bay from
the eastern side of the island.
Price: 5 million baht a rai.
Please contact for more infor-
mation. Tel: 01-5375970.
Email: info@phuket-land.net

s S,
s L

Absaluba bop nojch projecd
wiln “special” opaning prices

ANUPHAS GOLF VILLE

A villa next to Phuket Golf &
Country Club, Kathu. A house,
featuring 3 bedrooms, 3 bath-
rooms, staff quarters, West-
ern kitchen, living/dinning
room, double carport, 10 x
5.5m swimming pool and gar-
den (550 sgm of land). Price:
10.5 million baht. Please call
for details. Tel: 09-7247211.
Email: julien@ phuketimmo.
com Please visita website:
www.phuketimmo.com

on salaciad kals
FRICE: From 12 millian bahi

SURIN

'--.,..

Four-bedroar
breglvaking o -

infinity swimming pocl

PRICE: US%250 000

EXCLUSIVE
Beautiful new 4-bedroom villa.
350-sgm living space. Top
quality, including pool. Price:
11.5 million baht. Please calll
for details. Tel: 01-8916143.

v phsbetiommesisalaie czn

All classifieds
in these pages are

‘) | 1\“‘ -"

— YOUT ASSUrance
that whatever’s advertised
is seriously for sale.
Gazette Classads - they work!
«.hecause they’'re real.
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Properties
For Rent

BEACH HOUSE
FOR RENT
Fully furnished, 3 bed-
rooms, in Rawai, nice, quiet
and secure. Price: 22,000
baht a month. Please call
09-6822954.

HOUSE FOR RENT
Fully furnished 2-bedroom
house in Thalang for rent. Has
2 bathrooms, kitchen, 1
aircon, hot water, 2 phone
lines. Rent 12,000 baht per
month. Tel: 06-6912277.

BUNGALOW

with a garden. Fully furnished
2-bed bungalowv in Soi Nakok,
1.5km from Wat Chalong. No
phone line. Please contact for
details. Tel: 076-393473, 09-
6502506. Fax: 076-202558.
Email: wprateep@ratree.psu.
ac.th

2 SHOPHOUSE UNITS
for rent in Patong. Main road
access. For business, can
rent long term. Rent is only
25,000 baht a month. Please
call 09-8732133 for more in-
formation.

3 BEDROOMS

Parkland setting. Delightful
two-story house in secluded
and secure landscaped es-
tate. Has air conditioning
throughout, quality furnish-
ings, well-equipped modern
kitchen and is only 10 mins
to Phuket City. Rent: 35,000
baht a month. Please con-
tact for more details. Tel:
076-381717,01-8950680.
Fax: 076-282218. Email:
trin@phuket-sunseekers.
com

RAWAI CONDO

1-room apartment, kitchen,
aircon, TV, swimming pool,
furnished. Tel: 06-7417260.

LONG-TERM LEASE
New houses at Palai Green. 2
aircon bedrooms, hot showver,
kitchen, living room, patio, ga-
rage. Fully furnished, beautiful
garden, quiet, peaceful area.
Palai Beach, near Chalong Bay.
Call 01-8924311 for more
details.

PATONG RESIDENCE
1- or 2-bedroom apartments,
with kitchen, pool. Only 350m
from beach. Price: 7,000 baht
amonth. Tel: 01-3645419.
Email: thesonbusiness@
hotmail.com

NICE HOUSE 4 RENT
3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, air
conditioning, located near
very nice beach. Min 1 year.
Rent: 20,000 baht a month.
Tel: 01-3971835.

HOTEL PROMOTION

for the low season. Rental
rooms for long-stay at beach-
front hotel, includes ABF and
facilities. Price: 18,000 baht
a month. Please call Tel:
076-345518, 01-8920038.

HOUSE FOR RENT

in Bang Tao area. Aircon house
with 1 furnished bedroom for
rent. Kitchen, living room,
small lawn and parking space.
Rent: 7,000 baht a month.
Please call for details. Tel: O1-
6341432. Fax: 02-6881753.

APARTMENTS 4 RENT
in Patong. Available for long
term. 1 bedroom, 1 TV room,
cable TV, aircon, some apart-
ments have good seaviews.
Rent: 5,000 - 20,000 baht a
month. Tel: 09-2909567.
www.brommathaihouse.com

4 RENT IN KAMALA

2-bedroom apartment in pri-
vate, new development, for
long-term rental. Fully fur-
nished, aircon, UK-style kit-
chen, TV, UBC, etc. Also has
swimming pool and Jacuzzi.
Tel: 01-9580489 or 09-
8746185. Agents welcome.

RAT-U-THIT 200 PI RD
Prime location on Rat-U-Thit
200 Pi Rd, 50m from Soi
Bangla and next to the PS
Hotel. Ideal for offices, bar,
gym, disco, restaurant or
massage. 1.65 million baht a
year obo. Please contact for
details. Tel: 076-296621,
01-9785501. Fax: 076-344-
689. Email:info@baansuanvilla.
de

WATERFRONT HOUSE
1-bedroom, 3-year-old house
on beautiful Panwa Beach,
with awesome sunset views.
Long-term rental. Rent: 7,000
baht a month. Tel: 07-280-
1588.

HOUSE WITH LARGE
garden (property covers
712sgm) for rent in Land &
Houses Park in Chalong. This
partly-furnished 2-story house
has 3 bedrooms, parking for 2
cars, aircon, walk-in closets,
a modern kitchen, terrace,
balcony, satellite TV and tele-
phone line. Rent: 45,000 baht/
month (negotiable). Tel: 06-
6897113.

HOUSE IN CHALONG
New 3-bed house in Soi Palai
with 2 aircon units, 2 bath-
rooms, garden, phone and
carpark. Minimum 1-year
rental: 20,000 baht/month.
Tel: 09-5943209.

NEW HOME + POOL
New home in Kamala with
pool. Furnished: 35,000 baht
a month; unfumished: 28,000
baht a month. Minimum 6-
month let. Please call after 4
pm. Tel: 076-385940.

KATA HILLTOP

house for rent. Fully furnished
2-story house with large air-
conditioned bedroom, living
room, kitchen and terrace.
Bathroom has hot water.
Rent: 11,000 baht a month.
Tel: 076-216036, 01-606-
2827. Email: nij017@hotmail.
com

Find more Property Classified ads at

www.phuketgazette.net/

Agents for Classified Advertising

PHUKET

K.L. Mart
Patak Rd, Chalong

Sin & Lee

Taurus Travel

Ala Carte

PHANG NGA

NAVA Language School
Phang Nga Rd, Phuket City

Thalang Rd, Phuket City

Aroonsom Plaza Rat-U-Thit 200 Pi Rd, Patong

Kamala main road, Cherng Talay

Maew Internet Shop, Khao Lak
Avalon Creative Group Co Ltd, Khao Lak

Tel: 076-280400/3

Tel: 076-232398/9
Tel: 076-211230
Tel: 076- 344521-2

Tel: 076-278019

Tel:
Tel:

076-420627
076-420539

HOUSE FOR RENT

New 3-bedroom, 2-bath-
room house for rent, very
close to Nai Yang and air-
port. Comprises kitchen, liv-
ing room and garden. Fur-
nished: 25,000 baht amonth.
Unfumished: 20,000 bahta
month. Tel: 01-3978938,

09-7240116.

HOUSE FOR RENT

3-bedroom house with gar-
den, in desirable Chao Fa Thani
estate, backs onto klong, 3
bathrooms, living room, study,
dining room, kitchen, air-con-
ditioned, fully furnished. Rent:
30,000 baht a month. Tel:
076-281018, 09-4729841.

KATHU WATERFALL
Unfurnished 2-bedroom
house in a quiet location near
Kathu waterfall, for rent.
Comprises: bathroom, living
room, kitchen, front and back
patios, and a car park space.
Only 5,000 baht a month. Tel:
09-8731652.

VERY NICE HOUSE

in Rawai for rent. Great Thai-
style house in Soi Tristar,
Rawai, for rent. 3 aircon bed-
rooms, fully furnished. Nice
view from open-air sala. Gar-
dener included. Please call 01-
8920643, 01-6937277.

TOWNHOUSES

for rent. Situated in quiet area
of Soi Sansabai, Patong. 2
bedrooms, furnished, UBC,
aircon, telephone, short- and
long-term lets available.
20,000 baht a month. Tel:
076-341871,01-5697616.

HOUSE FOR RENT

in nice area in Kamala. 1 bed-
room house, fully furnished,
air conditioning, hot water,
parking. Tel: 01-4761640.

PRIME LOCATION

near Soi Bangla. 300sgm, 1st-
floor building, on Rat-U-Thit
200 Pi Rd, next to C&N and
50m to Soi Bangla. Ideal for
bar, discotheque, restaurant,
gym, shop or office. Minimum
3-year lease, prefer 5-10
years. Rent: 38,000 baht a
month, key money 1.2 million
a year. Contact for more de-
tails. Tel: 076-296621, 01-
9785501. Fax: 076-344689.
Email: info@phuketforsale.
com

OFFICE SPACE

For rent: fully furnished and
air-conditioned shared office
space — 70 sgm — available
on the 3 floor of the Land
Rover building in Phuket City.
Includes telephone line.
Please contact for details.
Tel: 076-385292, 01-893-
1360. Fax: 076-385292.
Email: somyong_phumala@
yahoo.com

NEW HOUSE

is located near Heroines’
Monument. 105sgm with 3
bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, and
furnished garden. 10 mins to
Lotus and 15 mins to airport.
Rent: 23,000 baht a month.
Please contact us for details.
Tel: 06-6829922. Email:
relaxphuket@thailand.com

BEDROOM WITH ADSL
Aircon, TV, fridge, hot wa-
ter, balcony. Available June-
July. Rent: 600 baht/day.
Tel: 07-8975674. Email:
johnsjo1949@yahoo.com

KAMALA FOR RENT

Beach shophouse, only 150m
or 2 mins walk to the beach,
for 6-months’ rental. 2 bed-
rooms, fully furnished. Price:
only 8,500 baht a month.
Please contact for details. Tel:
076-2780088, 06-2746511.

5-BED HOUSE 4 RENT
5-bed/5-bathroom Thai-style
house for rent at Loch Palm
Golf Course. Close to Dulwich
International College. Fully fur-
nished and less than a year
old. Just move in. 800-sgm
garden, 3 telephone lines. Car
available if required. Short- or
long-term rental is OK. Rent:
45,000 baht a month. Please
call for further information.
Tel: 65-98370340, 09-871-
3360. Email: chris_winter@
veritasdgc.com

RESTAURANT/BAR

on Taina Rd, in Kata, for rent.
Good location next to guest-
houses with a lot of regular
customers. Has been in busi-
ness for 6 years. Tel: 076-
284049, 01-9585528. Fax:
076-330086. Email: finn@
phuket.cscoms.com

KATHU HOUSE

for rent. Furnished 2-bedroom,
2-bathroom house with
kitchen, living room, 2 air con-
ditioners, available for long-
term rent at 8,000 baht a
month. Tel: 09-2909567.
Please see our website at:
www.brommathaihouse.com

BEACHSIDE HOUSE
Detached 2-story, 3-bedroom
house with panoramic views
over Chalong Bay. Quiet loca-
tion at Khao Khat, between
Phuket City, Cape Panwa and
Chalong. Furnished: 24,500
baht a month. Unfurnished:
19,500 baht, negotiable.
Please call or email for info and
pics. Tel: 076-256407 or 01-
6764849. Email: amono@
loxinfo.co.th

GazetteClassads—

4,000 readers
every day!

Classified Advertisements

Please use this form to write your classified advertisement.
Then hand it to any of our agents.

B O A O A O (L EEX T

Classified ads are charged per line. Each line is 60 baht,
with a minimum of 4 lines (heading included) per ad.

All advertising must be paid for in advance.

Deadline for Property Mart page: Friday 3 pm.
Deadline for all other pages: Saturday 12 noon.
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Property
Wanted

WANT TO BUY HOUSE
| want to buy a house with a
sea view, or near the beach.
Looking to pay 3 - 4 million
baht. Please contact me by
email at: bluelakayraine@
hotmail.com

APARTMENT WANTED
Apartment with telephone,
view and kitchen wanted for
long-term rental. Prefer in Kata
or Patong. Tel: 09-5116408.
Email: kevinsan2001@yahoo.
com

HOUSE WANTED

| would like to buy a 2- or 3-
bedroom house in Banprang-
thong Villa for under 5 million
baht. No agents, please; |
want to deal directly with the
owner. Please email me with
details. Email: lorisdb@
hotmail.com

LAND NEAR MAIN RD
I am looking to buy from O to
2 rai of land on any main road
— with or without property
already — to build a house, of-
fice and furniture workshop.
Prefer the bypass road, Chao
Fa East or West Rds, Ranong
Rd or main road from Phuket
to Patong, but any other loca-
tion considered for the right
price. Must be very reason-
ably priced. Please send details
by email with size, location,
price and pictures, if any, along
with your phone number. Tel:
09-7299747 or 01-676-
4849. Email: amono®@loxinfo.
co.th

SELL YOUR HOUSE

or villa. If you urgently need to
sell, please contact me with
details of your property. | am
looking to buy now. Turnyou
house into cash today. Please
contact me with details.Tel:
01-8921199. Email: cadillac
@Ioxinfo.co.th

SHOP WANTED

Shop wanted in Karon, Kata,
or Patong. Minimum 50sgm.
Rent or lease for long term.
Please email details of proper-
ties to: shop wanted@
hotmail.com

SMALL SPACE

I"d like to rent a space of
about 7-9 sqgm in front of a
building or a shop, or share in
a commercial property for a
tour service counter in Patong.
It should be on Rat-U-Thit 200
Pi Rd. Need at least a 2-year
contract. Please email to:
benyapa2000@hotmail. com

Accommodation
Available
2 BEDROOM APTS
Fully equipped apartments for
rent. Rates for long-term rent:
40,000 baht up to 60,000
baht a month. For short-term
rental rates and for more de-
tails, please see our website:

www.residencephuket.com
Email: g.van.hal@12move.nl

PATONG LUXURY
Central Patong. 1- & 2-bed
apartments. Email for info &
photos. Email: suites247@
yahoo.com

ATSUMI VILLAS

Peace and quiet in tropical gar-
den setting near Chalong. 1
bedroom, lounge/kitchen. Fully
furnished and equipped. Air-
con, hot water, UBC TV, mo-
torbike, massage and Internet
available if required. Price: 600
baht/night or 12,000 baht/
month. Tel: 01-2720571.

APARTMENT 4 RENT
at Surin Beach. 65sgm, aircon
bedoom, living room and open-
plan kitchen, hot water
showver, no furniture. Rent:
6000 baht a month. Tel: 01-
7885419. Email: tomshut@
hotmail.com

STUDIO APT PATONG
Living room with kitchenette,
separate bedroom with bath.
Aircon, telephone, UBC.
Quiet, clean, European-stan-
dard, furnished. Long-term
rental preferred. Rent: from
8,000 baht a month. Tel: 076-
292345, 01-0833071.

ROOMS FOR RENT
Beautiful Shanti Lodge at Ao
Chalong. Low season rate
from 3,500 baht a month, in-
cluding a pool, sauna and elec-
tricity. Please call for details.
Tel: 076-280233.

ROOM IN PATONG
Fully fumished “as new” room
in Patong with aircon, near
Siam Bank. Rent: 7,500 baht
a month. Please call for info.
Tel: 01-8922824, 01-895-
5242.

BEACHFRONT

rooms. Perfect rooms with
aircon, cable TV and balcony
with views to the beach for
rent in Patong Beach. Please
contact for more details. Tel:
076-292241,01-0881456.
Fax: 076-292241. Email:
office@viennasguesthouse.
com Please see our website
at: wwwv.viennasguesthouse.
com

Alccommodation
Wanted

HOUSE OR
APARTMENT
WANTED
3-bedroom house or apart-
ment — with air conditioning
and satellite TV —in central
Patong for one month from
December 12, 2004. Wiling
to pay up to 75,000 baht.

Email: drkbkr@aol.com

LOOKING FOR HOUSE
Need to find ahouse by the end
of August. Areas of prefer-
ence: 1. Chalong 2. Chao Fa
Rd (Chalong- Phuket City) 3.
Rawai/Nai Harn. Require-
ments: 2 bedrooms, tele-
phone line, partially furnished
and minimal mosquitoes. Bud-
get: 7,000-10,000 baht (wvill
consider higher price if house
is in good condition, has nice
furniture, etc). Email only with
photos and maps if possible.
Email: pantomine_horse@
yahoo.com

PATONG GOOD VIEW
Looking for a nice, comfort-
able apartment in Patong or
Patong area. Must have agood
view and be in a safe and
quiet area. Swimming pool
access and own phone line
would be great. If you know of
such a dream location in
Patong, email me with and
details, including price. | will ar-
rive in Phuket in July. Email:
neighbor007@yahoo.com

LOOKING 4 HOUSE

| am looking for a house with
3 bedrooms and a fenced gar-
denin Karon, Kata, Chalong or
Rawai. Contract for 6 months
or 1 year, starting from mid-
July. Please contact with de-
tails. Tel: 01-2787117.
Email: uniccoli@®hotmail.com

PATONG OR NEARBY
Good-quality house or apart-
ment with 1 or 2 bedrooms
and cooking facilities wanted
for next January-February. |
would like to stay in Patong or
nearby but | am willing to live
in other areas. Email: gary8iw
@yahoo.com

NEAR PHUKET CITY
house wanted. 1- or 2-bed-
room house or apartment near
Phuket City for long-term
rent. Must have aircon. Would
like UBC, pool, kitchen, etc. Wil
consider anywhere within
easy reach of Phuket City.
Please reply me to email
above. Email: khun_shane@
yahoo.com

If aneventisn't listed
inthe Gazette's

Events Calendar
it probably isn’'t one.

List YOUR event now - It’sfree of charge.

www.phuketgazette.net/calendar

CONDO WANTED
1-bedroom condo wanted in
Central Waterfront tower.
Prefer one on the upper floors.
Please contact with details.
Tel: 09-4742579. Email:
reservation@theoldphuket.
com

ACCOMMODATION
Upmarket accommodation
with 3 bedrooms and 2 bath-
rooms required for holiday
from Dec 19, 2004 to Jan 2,
2005. Must be close to beach
and have sea view. Prefer
Kata, Karon, Patong or Ka-
mala areas. Email: wimo@
mweb.co.za

BUNGALOW 4 RENT
Urgently need to rent unfur-
nished 1- or 2-bedroom small
bungalow or house on long-
term/yearly basis. If one bed-
room, also need a room to use
as office/storage. Must also
have living room, bathroom,
etc. Most locations accept-
able; detached preferable.
Looking to pay 6,000 baht a
month. Tel: 06-2813502.
Email: kds@loxinfo.co.th

HOUSE OR APT

in Patong. We are 5 persons
who want to rent a house or
apartment in Patong for 1
month — January, 2005. Close
to beach preferred, but other
locations considered. Email:
anjaojala@bredband.net

WHEELCHAIR ACCESS
Disabled people are looking for
wheelchair-friendly hotels,
resorts, rooms and guest-
houses. Please email to:
admin@phuketdeafeagle.com

Building
Services

phuket
home
services

repars » maintenance
renovation + building
air conditioning
wondwork » stonewark
metawork + electrical
plumbing * gardening
pressure cleaning
window cleaning

Tel: 076 324 400
Mobile: 07 282 0200

P-CON
Phuket Construction
and Home Services Co Ltd

Roofing, floor, walls, tiles
Clearing, painting,
plumbing, aircon,

electrical systems, repairs
and other work done by our
professional team.

Call 09-1960852
Fax: 076-263204
Email: p-con@chaiyo.com

PLANTS FOR SALE
More than 100 types — many
in large pots — including, ex-
otic palms and teak sala. Tel:
01-7761490.

EE Home Secure

Professional advice,
Sales and complete
Service for

Burglar Alarm
Systems for
Homa & Office
All Security Systams,
Closed - Circuit

| Telewisions,
' Remote - Controfled

E4IG Whahit Bongkiemm Bd, Wichit,
Muanyg, Fhukes 33000

A

SPAS R US

Steam room/sauna and ac-
cessories, and portable hot
tubs from USA. Quality equip-
ment, designed and installed
for your needs. Business and
residential. California Spa
Design. Please call for more
details. Tel: 076-263269, 09-
1950610.

ONE STOP SERVICE
Handymen and home improve-
ment contractor available for
repairs and more for floor/wall
tiling, painting, ceiling, lighting
system, kitchen, bathroom,
wood and furniture. Pls con-
tact for details. Tel: 09-
5913996, 01-8953185.
Email: hservice@phuket.
ksc.co.th
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Baan Thai Surin, [Hill
Baan Thal Surln Hill, n.pdnnn:d. werele dﬂanu'muu of hemary view villas

Iased by Susin Besch, Phuket, is curremly leoking for enthusiarde w
available vartes poaidons and jodn our succesacs,

Pimalai

This well-established deluze resort on Koh Lanta Yal, Krahbl. is seaking for

candidates with the followin lificatiomns:
ndi wi & following gqualificalions: Conatruction Deg e

1. Site Civil Eagineer (s 3
Male. over 33 years old ) . 2. Pluambing Foreman (Mlade /1)
Bachalor's or master's degree or highar in snpinasning. . _ 1. E Al B laded T
Al least 5 rs mxpenence m o8 smalar position, preferably in a regsort environment + Electnoal Fomeman b e
¢ Strong ability n leading a team of 30738 enginecring & gardening staft. 4. Fimishing & Architecturl Foreman (Male/Z)
Good command of writien and spoken English, 7] L e
! Computer, Internat and amailing proficiancy. 5. Bruchure Comstruction Foremen [Mhale, 1)
Ahle to work under pressure and handie molbiple prnlnct: simultaneously. 6. CHfice Cleri (Female/ 1!
Hare wnrhlnq. dynamic, hands on and highly rmi'.jpnn:. bila., A% oo ¥ ¥
Experiancad in resort opaning will alse ba an advantage. 1. Warehouse Officer [Biales 1)

B C i H Blachine O (hiliake T
Front Office Mlamager ch i b R RERRE 4

Mala or femals, ideal age 30-35 yra, !
Sound Enowledge all front-office and reservation standards. operating
E::tum.rfu: with good financial understanding.
mputer literate in Fidelio. MS Excel & Waord.
Flugnt in Thai and spoken English, written English also preferred.
Must have worked in internaticnal-standard hotel, praferably a resor.
Minimusm 2 yaars a8 an Asst Manager/Duty Manager, inchiling reservations training.
Must lead by axampls, ba hands on and create a o=active feam anwirenmani

Real Estute Services & Management
1, VWil & Customer Setviees Manager
2, Secrotary of Dirccton
3. Parchasing Uthoer
4. Househeeper Chiet

(Male or Female/1)
(Made or Ferle/ 2}
{ale or Fomalc /1)
(Made or Fermale/1)

ahility to frain and develop 18l al both suparvisory and entry=level a1l 5. Daver |:',1;_|.p.-'2':|
Guest Sorvice Officers, Cooks-Thal/Waestamn cuising,

gingers s lechmoians, Boat mechanio, Boal caplains, Reservation officers (Koh BEllgnﬁ:hl‘l:l‘l.i:tctl‘uﬂl I.'IE]:lll.rI:l:l.'lln't
Lania & Bangkek officel, HYK suparvisor, Purchasing offices [Banghok officel, 1. Site Architect (e Fi
[T R T T G Culgoing personalily. ssif-confidenl and wilth an eye for delail. 2 Dmftsman Sanactunc’ Archiboctuml |EH;J;_."3{.

Must also ba able to adapt and live on an island, All positions are open for Thal
naticnads only with excellent benefits and a salary appropriate to the applicant's
experience and abilities.

Applicants are welcome o apply in pemon or sending your pesumé ao

Imtarasted conddales, pleass sebmil, resems, rec

1 piclare nns acies] galary Boo
Faz: 078 607 &80 of Em&il; helpimaleicam, Oody s e o ey

ol =lied candidalon will b conipcied an ) ]
S5 Bt Had Sutin, oo

Tel. FTE-328
10,00 - 1

Pimalad Resort & Spa, 6% Moo 8, Da Kan Tiing BDay. Boh Lants, Krabd 81150, Thasdand
| A member of Small Luxiry Hatals of ha world

Sat. During 24 June

SALES & MKT
MANAGER

Procurement Officer

Heenemenis:

* {Gpod command of wiitien & spoken English

* Hacholanliploma graduabe in reloind Hiakd

* {ippd working kenowisdge of accountancy

*  Possess enalierd compuier lnmoy skils im Mcrosolt Cfce

* Simng organizationalicommuni cation, liaison and negobation sails
= Af lpasi 2-3 years’ caperenoo in reltaied Ankd

*  Highty mativaled and akslity bo wark i a ieam emamonmend

ACEUA Co

KATATHANI

Eatathari Phulet Basch Resorts s curmently sesking highly-
quafified professionals with relevant experience for
the Tallowireg potitions:

1 Local Sales Manager

Gualificaticns:

Jim THOMPSON

i T e Thad il (Comapmin
Island Retail Manager SOl oy iy

Thes Jom Thesamipeson Thas Silk Comgaiy B ok o 8 Sy s midnidssd o i our 1gsn ds lsloed Retail Masiager
Jowr PRikes mad Samiil. This position cimalls leadisg o peam of sUET d Sapery o6 10 mpime ool fetail shop
prossilalin. curlaner-sery e shills, mvernory maiss oo syviem mil afier-siles serviees

Reytiirenicsiss:

& Bache ks digree or higher

& Age 35 yoen” ad wji, miale of lenale

i Lhosoad conniminiad of spoken and wreres Engledi ansd soime spobcs Japanse

# Minkmaim 5 year” sisiige el eoperience in setell heapialing or sevice ndissies

# Sell-molivineil. miergelic i meemive

# Siweenslul camlitkne will be loeaiad i Plioker b s be absle o wasel

Wee oder i antroctive salery el Trange Bend e lmeneaod permos please send poar spplicabion e with fell reaims,
MAIVEER i[O Fesuls Iniscripls, cemalleais ind obc Reoeril P K

— el
sonngl Depanmrent Lhvision Mimage
The Thad 5ilk Ca Lid.

ASSITANT
MANAGER
Thai female, aged 25-35
years, needed to help op-
erate a new food business
shop in Central Festival.

Limestone Adventuras

Executive Assistani

Limestane Adventures, Fhoket's eading provder of lugury powerhoat
churbery, basind i Bod) Ligsan, jeeks &0 Eaiculbses Asistan wath the

We welcome applications
from candidates eager to
join our team as Sales &
Marketing Manager based
in Phuket. Qualifications:
Minimum of 3 years' expe-
rience in hotel sales; Excel-
lent communication skills;
Dynamic, energetic and
open-minded; Highly re-
sponsible and able to de-
liver results. Interested
candidates can send their
resum, including a recent
photograph and salary ex-
pectations, by email or fax
and for the attention of the
Human Resources Man-
ager. Tel: 076-279801.
Fax: 076-279818. Email:
gmkbtr@kamala.co.th

TEACHERS WANTED

I - .
KUy s We are looking for well quali-

fied and experienced teach-
ers. Full-time and part-time
position required for immedi-
ate start. Please contact for
more details. Tel: 076-282-
232. Fax: 076-381447.

0 Male or female, mirdmum age of 158

o 2-3 years” experience in hotel sabss and marketing

O Bachelor's degrea or higher

& Flusst in written and spolen English, other languages
will b @0 advantage

O #pplicant with personal vehicle s preferable

i Duibgaing persanality and pro-active

Must speak English, and
must be healthy, active
and able to interact with
customers. Please send
CV. Tel: 01-7370885.
Fax: 076-248458.

®  Minimus I yeees’ @eperance in fou s spled & marketing
®  Exgallend English cormeaiiatess B writing dkills
®  Erpaisiid in proceifing compisiy invosid & felapls

Plaass submil ssfary anpeciations and OV Ba
TnhowersiE st on o adv el om
Fax 076 I70 BAY, Tek 01 BO1 5060

1 Assistant Food & Beverage Manager
for aur exlensive Food & Beverage operation with 7 utlets and seversl bars

';LﬂﬂdSEEmﬁ"

Phuket Gazette

The Preakad Gazetie 0o Ly B8 sesking creaive, malhabed Thal nalionas
to join oo deam, The ideal canddates will have the folowing qualfesions:

Bualificaticns:

Pruket LandSeanch Lid, the Bading proparty ageacy in Fhukst, &
expanding. Ve ana therefore ungenlly looking o
Zales Representalives wilh [he Tolowing quakfications:

= Wslp or famale

* Fle=nt in Englsh and Thal

= A minimum of 2 yeans’ egpenencs in sHles

= Good presentation skils

= Good inlerpersonal siils and good team spin

= oo computar and amall skils

= Highly eil-molivated, as wil work on gile 23 wel 8 in the office

& Thai national, male of female, mirimum age of 26

I Flusat in written and spoien English, other languages
will be g0 advantage

i Mindmum 5 years” experience na senior Food and
Beverage position in a 4-5 star hotel with seweral outlets

2 & natural, highty-motivated esder with great
commurication skilks and good personad relationsiip skolls

O Good analyticsl and coordination skills

S Experience In GO R0 ¢ B0 14001

[0 Sxrong siills in admiristratie work

I Pleasant and service-minded personality which is creative

0 Pro-active management style

ARTIST 2 POSITIONS

» Graph design skils and knowiadga of lustake, Pageisker. Phalo
ghop and Dreamwainr programs ane mguind

B Freshand drawing and web desagn kil ame 8 plus

B Responsbla, hand-working, shantion to detil

B Able lo work in a Eel-pacd amdmnment and meat deadines

B Good corrmunicalon skils, lEam plager

B Engich specker

Basic salary and commission depandent on nxparianon.

Piaaes sand your CY
Bab And rews, Bobidphike s com
artmient Phuke| LandSeanh
ot 31100 24712 Prabaramee: Road, Kalim boach, Palong, Phuket 83150 Thailand
Tel: 07 6-31 301 24-6, E-Mall: personnel@katathanl, com Tal: OT6-290508 Far (76-340428

Plizasss gemd yavur SV B the Persarmel Manager,
Ted: OTE-2362585, Fax (06-213971. Emat memBiprukeipaeste net
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Recruitment

avaitable posidions of

jié;;,;nulh_nr!:]ﬂ

The ARamanda Vacation Club, Bassd in Phuket and an integrated pad of
Laguna Resorls & Hotels, is currenily booking for enthusiastic individuals to fill several

Assl Sales Manager (2 positions), Sales Representative (5 positions)
Dutside Personal Contact (6 positions) and Telemarketer (3 positions)

Applicanis should meet the following criteria:
- Sedf mativated and enthusiastc

- Abda to communicale effactively in English (other angeapes wauld ba an advantagal
- Interested in @aming a lot of monay
- Expenignce prelerred bul nol essantial (full traiming givemn)

- Truly passicnate aboul representing the best product in our industny

- Dutside Personal Contact & Telemarketing positions reserved for Thal only,

Applicants ara invited to apply in person at Allamanda Vacabion Club. Dffice is located
in Canal Villags {shopping area) at Laguna Phuket Or sand a full resume, detail=d
qualificabans and expedenck with ecend phalo o
Cirguip Diractor of Human Resourcas
Laguna Rasors & Holels Fubdic Co Lid

3501 Mao 1, Bnsacnibam Raad, Chamgtalay, Thalang, Phoset 33110
Tal; OF 5-324416-7 Fax; 076225002
Emgdl: sinsmasiDlapinaphiuked com or ascm ki sgunaphuogt com

o e ol o o ol o

and contack detalls ta;

General Manager,

SUPERVISOR
Reservations Supervisor is
urgently required. Wired
Destinations, an online hotel
reservation service, is cur-
rently seeking a Reserva-
tions Supervisor. We provide
online hotel reservation ser-
vices and operate over 160
travel portals, covering over
5,000 hotels in 31 countries.
The position is open to Thais
and foreigners. Candidates
should have a minimum of 3
years’ experience in the hotel
industry; must have a well
documented management
background; must have ex-
cellent English skills (ability
to read and write); must be
able to use the Internet
(email and chat). The suc-
cessful candidate will have
to work shifts (our offices
are open 24/7). Monthly
salary on offer ranges from
20,000 baht to 50,000 baht
plus commission (based on
experience). Please submit
your resumi by email only to
apply and please include a
recent photograph and ref-
erences. Tel: 076-254766.
Fax: 076-254960. Email:
james@wired-destinations.
com

Brand new luxurious 5 star
Layana Resort & Spa
Dpening November 2004 on Koh Lanta, Krabi

We invile candidates with 5-star hoted sxperience and excellent Erglish communicationi
skills o join our team in the Todlowing positions:

£ Resort chief engineer

Human resgurces manager
Assistant training manager
Adsistant redervalions manager
Assistant restaurant

Mssistant housekeeper
Executive sales

Chef de Partie

Spa personnel

3 years' experience minimum reguirement for all positions,
Salary and benefits commensurate with ab#ity are negotiable.

Please send resume with present salary and salary expectations plus recent photograph

CHIEF ACCOUNTANT
Qualifications: B.A. in Ac-
counting; min 5 years’ expe-
rience in hotels; fluent in En-
glish. Tel: 075-637015. Fax:
075-695497. Email: savika
@krabilaplaya.com

URGENTLY REQUIRED
Avantika Boutique Hotel is
looking for a Receptionist, a
Front Cashier and Reserva-
tions staff. Must be able to
speak English and have a
good personality. Please con-
tact for more details. Tel:
076-292801. Fax: 076-
292808. Email: admin@
avantika-phuket.com

ESL TEACHERS

ESL teacher needed for En-
glish Summer Camp in July
at Dulwich International Col-
lege. Please contact Paul
Redfern for more details. Tel:
076-238711, 09-6480752.
Fax: 076-238750. Email:
predfern@dulwich.ac.th

INTERNET CAFO

Staff wanted for Patong
Internet cafll. Please apply.
Email:simon47phuket@
hotmail.com

]
N

LW A P

Layana Resart and Spa

Employment
Wanted
MULTILINGUAL STAFF
A young and energetic pro-
fessional, fluent in Spanish,
Portuguese and English, is
looking for work, preferably
in the hotel industry. | have 3
years' experience as a Pub-
lic Relations person for an in-
ternational designer-label
company, and one year as a
marketing & sales assistant
manager for a bluechip com-
pany. Any offers considered.
Please contact for any more
details and a recent photo.
Tel: 04-0578981. Email:

ms_mw@myway.com

DIVE INSTRUCTOR

| am a South African national
and | am coming to Phuket in
July and | am looking for
work during my stay. lama
qualified NAUI dive instuctor
and want to do my PADI
crossover course but would
like to work while doing the
course. Please contact me by
email to arrange an interview
or for more details. Email:
hilbily@webmail.co.za

PHUKET GAZETTE
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Articles

for Sale

RESTAURANT EQUIP
for sale. Dough mixer, bench
with fridge, deep fryer, cut-
ting machine, double oven
and more. All electric and in
good condition. Tel: 07-
2665965.

POOL TABLE 4 SALE
6-month-old pool table — in
Patong area — for sale. Must
go ASAP. Call Gerry for de-
tails. Tel: 06-7888080.

NORDICTRACK

Nordictrack “Ellipse” excer-
cise machine for sale. Com-
puter controlled. Paid price:
22,000 baht; asking price:
14,000 baht. Tel: 076-
289244, 01-7470941.
Email: lamsai@yahoo.com

OVERHEAD DOOR
Standard steel overhead
door, 2 pieces with man door
for sale. All associated pieces
bundled together. Gray color,
perfect shape. Price: 4,000
baht. Tel: 076-289244, 01-
7470941. Email: lamsai@
yahoo.com

DIVE GEAR

Large Scuba Pro Classic BCD
with Scuba Pro regulator and
air. Good bargain at 4,000
baht, includes two 7kg soft
weights. Tel: 076-296747,
01-2717658. Email: ron@
siamflowers.com

CIGAR HUMIDOR

New cigar humidor. Holds
about 20 cigars and comes
with humidifier and hygrom-
eter. Tel: 01-0862772.
Email: bigbill947@yahoo.
com

METAL DETECTOR
Whites Surfmaster Pulse PI
Diver metal detector, can be
used on land, on the beach or
up to 30 meters underwater.
Very powerful, with all ac-
cessories: rechargeable bat-
teries and charger, coil cover,
carry case, manual and book-
let on metal detection tech-
niques. Gold detection no
problem. Price: new: 40,000
baht; will sell for 30,000
baht. Please contact for more
details. Tel: 01-8945809.
Email: hayroof@yahoo.co.
uk

TV & PLAYSTATION
New Samsung 21" Plano
TV. Price: 6,900 baht ono.
New Playstation Xbox with
2 contollers and 4 games.
Price: 15,000 baht ono. Buy
both items together for only
18,000 baht ono. Contact
now for details. Tel: 076-
279481 or 09-9093178.
Email: supanneedonatelli@
hotmail.com

POLAROID CAMERA
Polaroid Spectra Image Sys-
tem instant camera with
Auto Focus and image con-
trols. Big lens, big flash, fold-
able luxury camera. Price
new: 4,990 baht; selling
price only 2,400 baht. Please
contact for more information.
Tel: 06-8266655. Email:
speicherplatzz@yahoo.com

BABY ARTICLES

Baby equipment in good con-
dition for sale. Please ring
Cathy for more information.
Tel: 01-9792082.

Boats &
Marine

Prout 45

Lueury catamaran

Fudly equippad
LSS 395,000

contact

broker@thamanmne. com

076-239111

TR

Great value
55 fi Benford steel rawler
Imdustrial strangth,
Yacht quality finksh
Cmnby USS 979,000

contact
broken@ithaimarine.com

076-239111
T AN IECT

@ Asla PaciFic

GIBE SIS

For n rres
OF CHARGE
Insuranee ouore
FOR VOUR BOAT
COMMERCTAL

OR PLEASURE

LLEE
e

BOATS FOR

IN PHUKET.
INSPECT
TODAY!

FEM Fadr Cuttor

Pod A LI T I

Jeannesu Sunlight 30

e |
§40.000 USD
Sea Ray 370
—

e i . ]

$139.000 USD

Z1MN Bow Rider

TOO,000 THE

Boat Lagoon
Andraw de Bruin (1 B84 1530

Yacht Haven
Aim Poulsen 01 Bi1 3237

Narine.com

BOAT FOR SALE

29-ft fiberglass motor
yacht with Thai registra-
tion. 2 x 280hp Mercruiser
engines. Price: 3.5 million
baht ono. Tel: 076-239-
864. Email: hktmkt@ ksc.
th.com

CANOE FOR SALE
Plywood and fiberglass ca-
noe with paddles. Made in
Phuket and in very good con-
dition. Cost 10,000+ baht
to build; selling for 7,000
baht. Tel: 01-8945809.
Email: hayroof@yahoo.co.
uk
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Want a “hole-in-one” life?

Business Opportunities Business Services

Rothermann 1998 (Thailand) Co Ltd
Hamburg-Bangkok-Phuksi

Ofters German-standard service in:

Scandinavian partner in Nordic Golf Group
{Thailand} Co Ltd, which runs golf tours,
tournaments, and sells golf course residences in
Thailand. Do you have 2.5 million baht? Are you
serious and business-minded and ready for an
exciting life with big profits.

Email: nordicgolf@nordicgolf.co.th

- Wastewater recycling systems

» New or secondhand genarators imported from Germany
- MDE, DB power distribution

= Wiring design and installation

GUESTHOUSE

A wvell established guest-
house at an up-and-coming
Patong hillside area for lease.
Accommodation comprises:
1 seaview penthouse; 2
seaview apartments; 3 hillside
apartments; 1 studio apart-
ment. Ready to start, fully
staffed, furnished and
equipped, with kitchen, satel-
lite TV and car park. 35,000
baht/month plus 200,000
baht key money. Please con-
tact for more details. Tel: 076-
296621, 01-6916147. Fax:
076-344689. Email: info@
phuketforsale.com

BEST BAR IN PHUKET
Almost on the beach, this bar
has almost 2 years left on its
lease with the possibility to
renew for a further 3 years.
Price: 2.4 million baht ono.
Complete with equipped
kitchen, and enjoying very
good turnover. Tel: 09-809-
3566. Email: lennartviberg@
hotmail.com

RESTAURANT 4 SALE
on the main street on Phi Phi
Island. Please call. Tel: 01-
8942874.

EXPORT LICENSE

Thai-registered company
(Amazing Thai Arts Co Ltd)
with registered capital of 2
million baht, export license
and bank account with credit
card payment facility. All tax
cleared. For sale at 70,000
baht. Tel: 01-8927847.
Email: colonapt@loxinfo.co.th

BUSINESS OFFER

US company - established for
30 years — now in Thailand
and offering unlimited earning
potential. No experience re-
quired. Please email for more
info. Email: tedsynergized@
yahoo.com

PARTNERSHIP

A German, working in a spe-
cialized banking business for
over 30 years, internationally
sucessful, etc, offers partner-
ship for the right person.
Terms: must have English-lan-
guage ability and be computer
literate; 50% partnership for
25,000 euros. Start now,
without wasting time. Possible
to operate in all parts of the
world. Fax or email for more
information. Fax: 001-1-320-
2139083 (USA). Email:
passport@diplomats.com

CHALONG CIRCLE
1. Restaurant: 2 units. Living
accommodation. Includes
pool table.

Price: 2.8 million baht.
2. Beauty salon: 2 units.
The upper floor is for
massage.

Price: 1.7 million baht.
3. Internet cafll and tour
operator: 1 unit. Includes
dive equipment and 7
computers.

Price: 1 million baht.

Tel: 076-263478.
For further details, please
visit our website at
www.thaichanote.com

OFFICE FOR SALE
Near Seng Ho Book Store,
center of city. Ready-to-use
office. Please call for more
details. Tel: 01-8927604 or
09-4740363.

NICE BAR FOR SALE
Nice bar and restaurant, in
good location in Rawvai. Please
call for more information. Tel:
06-2810205.

OFFICE FOR RENT

in good area on Soi Watana,
Patong. Well-equipped and
ready-to-use office. Please call
01-7371901.

MLM LEADERS

US$4 billion healthcare com-
pany seeks quality distribu-
tors. Unlimited income poten-
tial. Contact for more details.
Tel: 02-7269918, 06-341-
8781. Fax: 02-7269917.
Email: makelifegood@aol.
com

SPORTS BAR

and restaurant. Great location
in central Bangla area. Max 1
pool table, darts area, stereo/
DVD/satellite radio, 3 (UBC)
TV sets, 3 aircons, modern
kitchen, living area upstairs.
Upmarket bar with long lease.
Tel: 09-8677969. Email:
bangla_04@yahoo.com

GERMAN RESTAURANT
A well-established German
restaurant with firm clientele
at best location now offered
for sale. Tel: 076-280455,
01-2738160. Fax: 076-280-
431. Email: ppe@Iloxinfo.
co.th or visit our website at:
www.phuket-con.com/
lomarest/sale/english

« Environmental applications

Please disturb ws with your problems.
hitp:ifwww.rothermannthai.com
Email: wattana@rothermannthal.com
Tel: 026185025, 026187481, 018176313, Fax: 02-2701660

Luxury Visa Run to Ranong
Every Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 8 am from
The Yorkshire Inn Hotel 5ol Sansabai, Patong.

Tel: 076-340904, 076-345258
with aircon, surround music, TY, snacks, drinks.
Includes immigration fee and boat crossing.
Price 1,200 baht. Please book early

e

-

Matioral Service Center:
FODAT Sukiimel S 10
Eangpak, Prakomoig

Earghak S22l

W 07 730 R4ES D 349 00T

CARE SERVICES

SOLID LIVELIHOOD &

successiull iniroduced...

www tiptopthailand.com

IrfoaTeation an:

W Franchine Seiee: 07 1390 400
Emal: inicelnoscpinadand cos

B Chming Servicee: 0 R SA080
L0 Bl Sl i) 1 OO s S04

Work-Permit and
Training Course provided

fturn-key business

Member Srocs T3 o

HIDEAWAY SPA
-Experience Costs Less-

Thai spas; herbal steam sau-
nas, pools and equipment;
treatment salas, design and
construction. Management
consultants and all-natural
aromatherapy spa products
by Phuket’s founding spa
with 17 years’ experience.
Please contact for more in-
formation. Tel: 076-340591.
Fax: 076-340591. Email:
john@phuket-hideaway.
com. Please visit our website
at: www.phuket-hideaway.
com

3M Glesms  Maorble Polishing & Floo Vésxieg
e Y Er—— anrpel B Solp Llsaming & infernr & |;"|||:|-|r§ Lilsammp
langhok @& Phukst @ Chisng Man & Rayong

Asia Franchise Association
Guarantead Protection for your Territory in Thailand!

B Posd Conlmld

asiyouei Buiues|n Buipear s,p.ueueq]_ u

NETWORK & SECURITY
NET Seven Networks can help
your business as follows: to
attract new customers and
enhance company reputation;
to increase office productivity
and efficiency; to protect
against threats to security; to
assess and improve security
posture, to respond quickly to
and investigate security inci-
dents. Free consultation and
proposal. Visit our website (as
per email address) for more in-
formation. Tel: 076-280249,
06-9535697. Email: info@
net-seven.com

VISA RUN TO
RANONG

1,299 baht. Includes visa
stamp fee, insurance, trip by
boat and minibus (both in
good condition), and lunch
with soft drinks. Daily trip
starts at 7 am at KFC at
Tesco-Lotus supercenter.
Please contact us for reser-
vation. Tel: 076-289201 or
01-5352637. For furtherin-
formation, please visit our
website: www.phuketdir.
com/expressvisaextension

INT'L DRIVING
LICENSE

10- to 20-year international
driving license available.
100% legal. 10 years:
5,000 baht. 20 years:
6,000 baht. 50% deposit
required. Tel: 04-0068736.
Email: leondisley@yahoo.
com

WYCO’S FURNITURE
Just on the other side of the
shooting range, in Chalong.
For your house or resort. We
can do different orders. Call
for more details. Tel: 07-
2739153.

COMPUTER REPAIRS

English computerman. Sales
and repair. Lost data recov-
ery and tuition. Please con-
tact for more details. Tel:
09-4735080.

LAPTOP COMPUTER
Recent model, good condition,
quality laptop needed. Please
contact me asap. Tel: 075-
628865, 01-7973924. Email:
cbdawson@hotmail.com

NOTEBOOK

Compaq Presario 2100, used
for 11 months. 20GB HDD,
384 Ram, CD ROM, FDD,
Athlon 1400. Works per-
fectly. | do not need it any-
more. | have 3 other comput-
ers. Price: 28,000 baht.
Please contact for more de-
tails. Tel: 076-280590. Fax:
076-281024. Email: eric@®
insurance-in-thailand.com

EPSON INK

for Stylus 480/580 model. 6
color and 2 black ink cartridges
(not chipped) for sale. Only
1,000 baht. Please email:
onlyterry@hotmail.com

USED COMPAQ PC

Celeron 500 MHz, 192 MIB
SDRAM, 10 GBHDD, LAN,
New Modem 56K, FDD, ZIP
100 Internal, DVDROM,
Monitor 15" (not Compaq),
new keyboard and scroll
mouse. Price: 8,000 baht.
Please contact for more de-
tails. Tel: 076-355641, 09-
4740427 Fax: 076-355642.
Email: padech@msn.com

Personal
Services

SWIMMING
LESSONS

Vita Ltd offers one-to-one
swimming lessons in your
private pool with UK qualified
teacher. Tel: 076-388095,
07-0732516 or view our
website for more informa-
tion at: wwwv.vitagroup.net

ITALIAN TEACHER
Qualified teacher available to
teach Italian to students or
staff in the tourism industry.
Call for more details. Tel: 09-
7278209.

SOCCER LESSONS
Teaching by professional
coach. 20-hour course.
Please contact. Tel: 04-058-
7988. Email: amyamica@
hotmail.com

Personals

BACKGAMMON

players wanted for some
exciting games. Please call
or fax for more details. Tel:
076-386113 or 01-577-
8443. Fax: 076-386114.

SEEKS LADYBOY

| am a 42-year-old farang liv-
ing in Thailand. | am seeking a
ladyboy between 20 and 40.
Please reply with photo. Any-
where in Thailand considered.
Email: pauhvwww2003@yahoo.
co.uk

THAI GIRLFRIEND

| am a single Dutch farang, 33
years old, and hoping to meet
a nice Thai holiday girlfriend.
Email me so we can get to
knowv each other a bit by chat-
ting on MSN or Yahoo Mes-
senger. Email: farang_nl 72@
yahoo.co.uk

DIVING BUDDY

Female dive buddy wanted by
tall, fit English guy for regular
dive trips. | live in Malaysia
and dive in Thailand on aregu-
lar basis. If you are beautiful,
single and a good diver, | will
cover all your costs. Please
email me to get to know each
other. Email: jimwebster34@
hotmail.com

ALSATION PUPS

Dog and bitch remaining out of
litter. Father imported from
UK. Call for further details.
Tel: 076-344745, 09-470-
1860. Fax: 076-344745.
Email: colin@phuket.ksc.co.
th

URGENT DOG KENNEL
Dog kennel wanted for small
dog. Tel: 076-282848. Email:
regnsanspain@hotmail.com



July 3 -9, 2004

CLASSIFIEDS

Wheels & Motors

PHUKET GAZETTE

35

Phuket’s Most Trusted &
Reputable Supplier of the Finest
Quality Used SALOONS,
SEDANS, JEEPS & PICKUPS

New cars or trade-ins —
we have what you're
looking for
For more info pls call us at
Tel: 076-224632, 216243
WWW.suremotor.com

TOYOTA VIOS

2003 Toyota Vios. Bronze
color, and in mint condition.
29,000km only. Can pay de-
posit and make monthly pay-
ments. 170,000 baht deposit.
Tel: 076-263478. See pic-
tures at www.thaichanote.
com

1992 HONDA CIVIC
Year 1992. Good reliable car,
great runner, sound body-
work, aircon, new stereo, and
insurance until December.
170,000 baht. Email for pic-
ture and more details. Email:
edisons@aol.com

NISSAN CEFIRO 3.0L

Nissan Cefiro, black color, 3.0-
liter V6. Seven months old.
New price: 1.65 million baht.
Will sell at 1.25 million baht, or
you can take over the credit
with deposit of 250,000 baht
plus payments of 27,000 baht
amonth over 40 months. Tel:
05-1456238. Email: johan@
phuketbusinessbroker.com

:hh heels

5

OPEL CORSA

1400cc, 1995, automatic,
3doors. Call for details. Tel:
06-6829595.

HONDA ACCORD

Year 2001. 2300cc VTI AT,
gold color, leather upholstery,
2 air bags, only one driver,
and in as new condition: only 2
years and 10 months old. If se-
riously interested, please con-
tact me. Tel: 01-8921057.
Email: choice@Ioxinfo.co.th

SMALL OPEL SWING
Corsa, 3-door, b-speed, blue.
Good body, new battery,
mags, recent motor work.
Runs and drives great. Reason
for selling: we bought a Honda
Jazz. Tel: 01-7470941. Email:
lamsai@yahoo.com

FORD LASER

1995 Ford Laser 1.6GLS for
sale. Beige with manual trans-
mission. Price: 250,000 baht.
Contact for details. Tel: 06-
6829191. Email: ultra_yong
@hotmail.com

FORD RANGER

2003 model, 2.5-liter, 4WD,
manual transmission. Excel-
lent condition. Must sell. Tel:
02-6475635.

ISUZU 4 CAB

Isuzu Dragon Powver, 3,000cc,
120hp, turbo-charged diesel.
2 years old, one owner since
December 24, 2001. No acci-
dents, all services by Isuzu.
Runs 11km/liter. Price:
540,000 baht, including 6
months’ fullinsurance. Please
contact for pictures and more
details. Tel: 09-8715642.
Email: termalou@Iloxinfo.co.th

Classified ads are charged per line. Each line is 60 baht,
with a minimum of 4 lines (heading included) per ad.

All advertising must be paid for in advance.
Deadline for Wheels & Motors page: Saturday 12 noon.

NISSAN PICKUP

Year 1996. One owner from
new. Red, 180,000km. King
Cab model. Stock 2000cc
Nissan gasoline engine. Price:
220,000 baht. Contact for
information. Tel: 076-280590,
076-281024. Email: eric@®
insurance-in-thailand.com

TOYOTA D4D 4WD
This truck was bought less
than 2 years ago, one expat
owner, 21,000km, in perfect
condition. Blue and gray, 4
doors, leather interior, alarm,
reversing sensor, 10-disc Sony
MP3 player, brush guard, etc.
Looking for offers, not a fire
sale. Tel: 076-289244, 01-
7470941. Email: lamsai@
yahoo.com

4X4 WHEEL DRIVE
Jeep Cherokee, 1999, pow-
erful 4-liter V6, automatic,
metallic bronze color, tan
leather, all extras, dealer ser-
viced, stereo/CD, remote se-
curity. Exellent condition.
560,000 baht. Best time to
callis 7-10 am or 7-10 pm.
Tel: 076-288937. Email:
hartmut@willinsky.com

FORD MARATHON
Mazda engine, 3 doors, 4x4,
seats (estate type), used
daily, taxed and insured very
well for a year. Price: 170,000
baht. Contact me for photo
and details. Tel: 01-8929960.
Email: kingrwv80@hotmail.
com

SUZUKI VITARA

Suzuki Vitara, 1997, 5 doors
2000cc, 6 cylinders. Green/
silver. Mint condition, one
owner. Contact me for picture
and test drive. Tel: 09-195-
6988. Email: mtanpradit@
msn.com

Please use this form to write your classified advertisement.
Then hand it to any of our agents.
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Motorbikes

HONDA CB400

Excellent bike - with Phuket
registration - in black and
chrome. Always serviced
but never rented. Price:
80,000 baht ono. Contact
please. Tel: 07-2744680.
Email: harrykerylidis@
yahoo.com.au

HONDA SHADOW
Honda Shadow 400cc,year
1998. In cream white/blue
metallic paint, this bike is in
good condition and comes with
abook, new insurance and tax
sticker. The bike currently has
Phuket registration. Price:
220,000 baht. Contact for full
details. Tel: 09-9715664.
Email: ronny 2507vv@
hotmail.com

CB 1000

CB 1000, 1996, 37,000km.
Phuket registration, privately
owned from new, full service
history, just resprayed. Looks
and sounds fantastic, fully
serviced and ready to go.
Used as weekend bike only.
Tel: 01 -7192458. Email:
marks@phuket.ksc.co.th

YAMAHA XJR

Yamaha XJR 1300 SP. Year
1999, 33,000 km, mint con-
dition, never rented out. New
tires and service. Phuket reg-
istered, #111. New 1st-class
insurance. Most bolts are
stainless steel. Extras. Must
see, fast and powerful. No
dreamers, please. 26,000
baht asis. New Dragon 4-in-2
exhaust system, Lucas brake
pads and many more addi-
tional parts. Please contact
for full details. Tel: 076-296-
621,01-6916147. Fax 076-
344689. Email: baansuanvilla
@hotmail.com

SUZUKI CRYSTAL
Suzuki Crystal 2-stroke for
sale. 2 years' road taxes paid.
Price: only 10,000 baht. Tel:
07-2647397. Email: kadoda
@myway.com

HONDA BROS 650CC
Black color, in very good con-
dition, for sale by owner for
only 65,000 baht. Please email
me for more details. Email:
phuket fresh@hotmail.com

HONDA PHANTOM

2003 model with 9,000km on
the clock. This is a perfect
bike. | am the first owner. | will
let it go for 70,000 baht, in-
cluding the green book, back-
rest, carry bags, new battery,
oil change, prepaid tax and in-
surance sticker, etc. Please
contact me for more informa-
tion. Tel: 09-9715664. Email:
janthira20037@ hotmail.com

HONDA FOR SALE
Privately-owned Honda VFRin
good condition with green
book. This bike has never been
rented out and has never been
in an accident. Check it out
yourself and have a test ride.
Selling for only 69,000 baht.
Need to sell. Easy to change
ownership.Please contact for
further information. Tel: 076-
321949, 01-8926534. Email:
gokartwan@yahoo.com

Rentals

A1 CAR RENTALS
A1 Car Rentals present the
following vehicles for rent:
¢ Isuzu Hi-Lander, auto 4
door 28,000 baht/month
¢ Toyota Altis, auto new
28,000 baht/month
¢ Toyota Vios, auto new
22,000 baht/month
¢ Toyota Soluna 15,000
baht/month
Allinsured. Special prices

for long-term rentals. Tel:
09-8314703.

SUZUKI JEEP

Good Suzuki Caribian. Aircon
and genuine parts, full insur-
ance. Rent: 9,000 baht a
month. Contact Jan for more
info. Tel: 07-2738061. Email:
lovephuket2000@yahoo.
com

CHEROKEE
FOR REN

4.0L, auto, leather seats, in
good condition. Luxurious
and safe car with first-class
insurance for rent at only
25,000 baht per month.
Tel: 01-3430777. Email:
montha_phuket@yahoo.
com

VW CARAVELLE GL
van. 7 seats, year 1992, light
blue, very good condition.
First-class insurance still valid.
Price: 500,000 baht. Contact
forinfo. Tel: 076-288184, 01-
3674628. Email: reimund@
korat.loxinfo.co.th

SUZUKI SPORTY
Looking for secondhand Suzuki
Sporty, but not a rental car,
with a maximum age of 4
years. Please contact with
details. Tel: 09-8113563.
Email: tydbo@yahoo.com

BIG BIKE WANTED

| want a CBR or CB400 in
good condition and at a lovely
price. Please contact me if
you have such sweet wheels.
Tel : 01-8912290. Email:
bluelakayraine@hotmail.com

LUGGAGE RACK

Fits Ford Ranger pickup truck,
and probably other pickups,
too. 2 years old. Comes com-
plete with weather cover. Call
or email for inspection. Price
asking only 8,500 baht. Tel:
076-248626, 07-2679780.
Email: lovinda1@hotmail.com

Have something to sell?
Tell the WORLD!

All CLASSIFIED ads in the Phuket Gazette
appear FREE OF CHARGE in the

Phuket Gazette Online

Number 2 in GOOGI€ / 10-15,000 visitors a day!

Phuket Gazette.Net/Classifieds

Focused exclusively on Phuket -
and delivered to the world!
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Looking for

a home in phuket?

www.phuketimmo.com

09-866-9004 / 076—249-315
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Alcoholics Anonymous
| ienna

Is halding meetings in English
at the following places:

Phuket City
Mission Hosgital
o Wed and Sun at 7 pm
Phuket Internaticnal Hospital
on Fri at 7 pm

Patong
Patang Hespival
on Mon, Tue, Wed, Sat, Sun
at 7 prrand o Fri at B pm
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. E'n.rery' 5,000.-* spent at HomePro & The Powar will earn you a HomePro sticker

which can be collected to receive free gifts.
Find & new bigger prize efc
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and many other prizes to be won!  -wSeEERES

13" May-11" Aug. 04 At all HomePra & HomePro Plus
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