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Something Fishy is Happening in Phuket.

Phuket police
on high

By Gazette Staff

PHUKET: Governor Udomsak
Usawarangkura has ordered a
heightening of security for all
government buildings and tour-
ist areasin Phuket following the
April 29 killingsin Pattani, Yala
and Narathiwat, and warnings by
a Muslim separatist group that
foreigners should stay away
from the South and neighboring
provinces.

Phuket's Provincial Police
Commander, Mg Gen Veerayuth
Sittimalic, said “We have seen
the trouble in the South and will
not be carelesswhen it comesto
people’'s safety.” He said that
security had already been beefed
up at places such as the airport
and theail storage depot on Cape
Panwa, and more police had
been moved to the night shift.

In addition to extra guards
at public places, Gov Udomsak
also said that police will be
posted at al government offices
around the island, and office
lightswill left on throughout the
night. “In the dark, it is easy to
have trouble,” he explained.

The decision to increase
security coincided with awarn-
ing issued by the United Front
for the Independence of Pattani
(Bersatu) to “ Dear People of the
World” that the violence may
spread from the South to other
parts of Thailand.

Initswarning, deliveredto
the news agency Agence France
Presse (AFP) and reported
around the world on April 30,
Bersatu said, “Personswho plan
to visit Thailand NOW are
warned not to travel to Patani
Raya Region, (Pattani, Yala,
Narathiwat, Satun, Songkhla)

ert

Governor Udomsak Usawarangkura ordered a state of heightened
security for the island after the April 28 violence in the South.

and the neighbour provinces
(Phuket, Phang Nga, Krabi,
Pattalung).”

The statement concluded
starkly, “Pattani people are not
responsible for anything that
happens to you after this warn-
ing.”

Bersatu was formed in
1989 to unite the splinter sepa-
ratist groupsin the Thai-Mal ay-
sian border area. Leaders from
the various terrorist groups, in-
cluding the Pattani United Lib-
eration Organization (PULO)
and the M ujahadeen Pattani, met
with theaim of “gathering fight-
ers for Pattani”.

The threat to people and
interestsin areasoutsidethefive
predominantly-Muslim prov-
incesin Thailand (Satun, Pattani,
Songkhla, Yalaand Narathiwat)
appears to be the first open dec-

laration of hostile intent toward
a wider population, including
foreigners.

Whether Bersatu genuinely
intendsto launch attacksin other
parts of Thailand, or whether it
issimply using the threat of vio-
lencetorattletourist marketsand
thereby damage the Thai econo-
my, is unknown.

The warning came after
morethan 100 people, dismissed
by Prime Minister Thaksin
Shinawatra as “teenagers who
were given drugs and cash”,
were killed by Thai security
forces in Pattani. At least 30
werekilled when police stormed
amosgque.

Although some within the
ranks of the Thai authorities
resolutely deny that the violence
was carried out by separatists,

Continued on page 2

Police team
transferred
for probe
misconduct

By Gategaeo Phetsawang

THALANG: The entire team of
police officers investigating the
double murder of Prasert and
Thavorn Trairat have been trans-
ferred after aninternal probeinto
their conduct by officers from
Provincial Policeregional head-
quartersin Surat Thani.

K. Prasert and K. Thavorn,
the parents of Thepkrasattri
Mayor Prasong Trairat, were
gunned down intheir shophouse
home on May 5 last year.

Pol Col Ronapong Sai-
kaew, Superintendent of Inves-
tigation for Provincial Police
Region 8, which includes Phu-
ket, told the Gazette that the
probe was launched after he re-
ceived complaints from three of
the four people charged in the
case.

Col Ronapong said he had
received acomplaint from Wipa
Jantong and her husband Som-
pong Jantong, who were charged
with conspiracy to murder K.
Prasert and K. Thavorn. They
were later released on bail and
are currently on trial.

In their complaint, they
appealed for Region 8 police to
investigate the police officers
involved in the murder investi-
gation.

Suchart Maneesuwan, who
had confessed to playing a role
in the murder, also filed a com-
plaint against the investigating
officers, Col Ronapong said, for
breaking one of hisribs.

Suchart admitted identify-
ing the victims for the alleged
gunman, whom he identified as
Pol Sgt Mg Chalaw Ramduang.

Col Ronapong said that, as
aresult of theinvestigation into

the complaints, all officersin
Continued on page 2
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|sland security tightened
following violence in South

From Page 1

Singapore’s Sraits Times quoted
Thailand’s Deputy Director of
the National Security Command,
General Panlop Pinmanee, as
saying “It is absolutely certain
that they are separatists. They
were trained as guerrillas for
separatist actions by BRN (the
Barisi Revolusi Nasional) and
PULO.”

Australiawas quick to ad-
vise its nationals to “exercise
caution” during their time in
Thailand, particularly in areas
frequented by tourists and ex-
patriates.

The travel advisory from
the Australian Department of
Foreign Affairs stated, “We con-
tinue to receive reports that ter-
rorist elements in the region are
planning attacks.”

Foreign ministries of other
countries updated their travel
advisories to offer similar warn-
ings, though none so far have

mentioned specific tourist resorts
by name.

The effect on the tourism
industry of the latest incidents
and of Bersatu’swarning has yet
to assessed. However, AFP quot-
ed Napasorn Kakai, the Tourism
Authority of Thailand’sNo 2 of-
ficial in Phuket, as saying tour-
ism “will be affected if the un-
rest is not over soon.

“We are concerned that if
the unrest continuesit will finally
affect Phuket and Krabi,” she
was quoted as saying.

There are serious doubtsin
many quarters in Phuket about
the government’s ability to re-
store peace in the South.

In particular, critics have
targeted the national security
forces' perceived heavy-handed-
ness and PM Thaksin's apparent
continuing belief that he can
solve highly complex problems
with simplistic “just do it” poli-
cies.

Police team transferred

From page 1

volved in the double murder in-
vestigation had been transferred
to other provinces.

“The Phuket officersinves-
tigating this case were found to
have injured K. Suchart, and to
have conducted a dishonest in-
vestigation. They have been or-
dered to move to other prov-
inces,” Col Ronapong said.

However, he would not
name the officers transferred, or
say when the order wasissued or
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where they had been posted to.

“People aready know the
truth — that a police officer was
the real kingpin who hired the
gunman,” Col Ronapong said.

“The case has now been
sent to the courts, so we [Police
Region 8] can’'t beinvolvedin it
anymore,” he added.

Col Ronapong also con-
firmed that the alleged gunman,
Sgt Maj Chalaw, formerly of the
Sikow District Police in Trang,
isstill being sought by police.

Princessto sing in
‘"ToBeNo 1" concert

PHUKET: HRH Princess Ubol
Ratana Rajakanyawill visit Phu-
ket on May 18 to preside over a
“To Be Number One” campaign
event. Her Royal Highness will
also sing at a concert in the
evening.

The campaign, devised by
the Princess as a way to get
young people to excel in sports,
music and other activities, is be-
ing supported by provincia au-
thorities throughout the country.

Vice-Governor Niran Kala-
yanamit yesterday said that
Phuket had received four out of
seven Best Province awards in
the To Be Number One Contest
for Region 11, which groups
Chumphon, Ranong, Phuket,
Nakhon Sri Thammarat, Surat
Thani, Phang Nga and Krabi.

Phuket received awardsfor
best province, best village (Baan
Bang Ku in Koh Kaew), best en-
tertainment business (Phuket
FantaSea) and best teenage dis-
cussion forum.

V/Gov Niran said that the
Phuket provincial government
had earlier organized soccer and

bowling tournaments. Thewin-
nersof those eventswill receive
shields from Her Royal High-
ness.

Princess Ubol Ratanawill
unveil a plaque at the Public
Health Office at Baan Bang Ku
during a ceremony beginning
around 5:45 pm, and giveanin-
spirational speech to teenagers
and former drug addicts.

Meanwhile, the winners
of the four Region 11 awards
will havetheir work showcased
at Saphan Hininanine-hour ex-
travaganzathat will start at 1 pm
and will include singing and
dancing lessons, and takraw les-
sons by members of the Thai
national team.

In the evening, starting at
4 pm, music stars from record-
ing company Grammy will take
to the stage for a free six-hour
concert. The highlight of the
concert will be a performance
of seven or eight songs by Her
Royal Highness, at around 7:30
pm.

The Phuket provincial
government inviteseveryone at-

tending the eventsto wear To Be
Number One T-shirts, which can
be bought from the Phuket Pro-
vincia Health Office (PPHO) at
prices ranging from 100 to 150
baht, depending on the style
chosen.

For more information about the
day's activities, call the PPHO
at Tel: 076-211330, ext 201.

Top comedy trio to play Phuket

PHUKET: Three first-rate Brit-
ish comedians — Tim Clark,
Pierre Hollins and John Fother-
gill —will perform at the Water-
mark Bar Restaurant, at the Boat
Lagoon, on May 26.

Heading the trio will be
host Tim Clark, of whom The
Guardian newspaper said, “Com-
peres are the unsung heroes of
stand up comedy. The current
master of this underrated art is
Tim Clark.”

Clark regularly comperesat
The Comedy Store and Jongleurs
venues in the UK, adding to his
long career as a professional co-
median.

Hehosted BBC game show
Give Us A Clue, and has worked
on UK liveradio, including spots
with Danny Baker on Radio 5's
Morning Edition and Radio 1's
Loose Talk. He was aso a con-
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tributor on BBC 2's Fantasy
Football.

John Fothergill has played
sell-out performancesthroughout
the UK and at the Edinburgh
Fringe comedy festival. Britain's
The Sun newspaper described
him as “atop comedy turn and a
right funny bloke”. The Guard-
ian described his act as “hilari-
ous stories delivered superbly”.

Pierre Hollins, who may be
the world’'s only player of the
electric squash racket, was de-
scribed by The Irish Times as
“soon to be huge”, while The
Guardian rated him as a “must

Thetriowill bein Thailand
aspart of atour of Asia, and will
perform at the The Punchline
Comedy Club in Bangkok on
May 28 and 29.

The Phuket event has been

and Heineken are exiremely popular,
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famoss worldwide. All thal sun and sea
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organized by Stuart Bird of the
Watermark and Gerard Cornielje
from SEA Entertainment, and is
sponsored by the Holiday Inn
Resort Phuket, the Maan Tawan
property development and Phil
Russell of hotel-travel-asia.com.

More top-rate comedians
are expected to perform at the
Watermark in September and
November.

TheMay 26 show will start
at 9 pm, following a buffet din-
ner from 6:30 pm-8 pm.

Tickets are 2,500 baht, in-
cluding dinner and music pro-
vided by alive band afterwards.

Tickets bought before May
14 cost 2,250 baht.

For more information con-
tact the Watermark at Tel: 076-
239730 or send email to: info@
watermarkphuket.com, or visit
www.watermarkphuket.com.

Il comid paly be Hamsken.
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Probeinto ‘illegal’ resort at Nai Harn

NAI HARN: Owners of a resort being
builtinNai Harn, near Le Royal Meridien
Phuket Yacht Club, will likely be ordered
to dismantle it by June 10.

The order is expected to be issued
after government officers found that no
permission had been given for theresort’s
construction, Vice-Governor Pongpow
Ketthong told the Gazette on May 3.

V/Gov Pongpow said he had visited
the site on April 30 and concluded that
the resort — which as yet has no name —
had been built without the permission of
the Rawai Tambon Administration Orga-
nization (OrBorTor). More than 20 bun-

galows in the resort have aready been
completed.

“Theissue of who ownstheland [the
resort is being built on] is currently in
court,” he said, declining to namethe par-
tiesinvolvedinthecourt case. “Inany case
there are no papers for this land, so that
means no one can build on it.”

He explained that Rawai OrBorTor
has already ordered the devel oper to cease
construction and will soon order the demo-
lition of the buildings. If the developer
does not dismantle the resort then the
OrBorTor itself will do so.

The Chief of the Phuket Provincial

Forestry Office (PPFO), Tongchai Sava-
pong, told the Gazette that his officers
are checking whether the land belongs
to the PPFO or to the Phuket Agricul-
tural Land Reform Office (PALRO —the
office responsible for SorPorKor 4-01
titles) and answers are expected within
the week.

If the resort is found to have been
built on land belonging to the PPFO, the
developers will be prosecuted for en-
croachment, he said.

PALRO Chief Teerawut Taworn-
patanapong said, “1f we find the land be-
longs to the PALRO, that means the de-

veloper can’t build on it becauseit is ear-
marked for agricultural use only.”

Sang Chanalert, former village head-
man of Rawai Moo 1, said, “ Before, there
was just ahut on theland. They erected a
long screen around the site to hide it.
When | tried to walk into the area some
people came and told me to leave.

“Rawai OrBorTor told the devel oper
to cease construction on March 26. So how
come the construction continued to the
point where the resort is almost finished?

“If we can't preserve the forest in
Nai Harn, soon there will be none left,”
he added. — Gategaeo Phetsawang

L and office murder

Onedead, onecritical after

karaoke microphone row

probe faltering

By Gategaeo Phetsawang

PHUKET: A year after the assas-
sination of Pongtorn Hiranya-
burana—the Deputy Chief of the
Phuket Land Office ordered to
investigate suspect land titles —
thetrail leading to hiskillers has
apparently gone cold.

Pol Col Ronapong Saikaew,
Superintendent of Investigation
for Police Region 8, basedin Su-
rat Thani, on April 28 told the
Gazette, “Westill need moretime
to track down the gunmen and
gather more evidence.”

K. Pongtorn was shot ex-
ecution-style on alonely stretch

of road ashe drove hometo Surat
Thani on April 25, 2003.

Officersbelievethat hisin-
guiries were on the verge of dis-
closing the names of the people
responsible for doctoring land
titles. His honesty was later
praised by Prime Minister Thak-
sin Shinawatra.

“We don't have the time to
track down the suspects, who
have now fled to northeastern
Thailand,” Col Ronapong said,
adding that officers believe that
four or more people were in-
volved in K. Pongtorn’s murder.

“We don’t have enough in
terms of witness statements or

New OrBorJor €lects
chairman and deputies

PHUKET: The Phuket Provincial
Administration Organization
OrBorJor has elected Hutt Kat-
anchaleekul as Chairman.

At the inaugural session of
the newly-elected body on April
29, Chaivichit Dattvatkanee was
elected deputy chairman and
Wacharapong Kuawong second
deputy chairman. All three are
Democrat Party members.

The 24-member body, dom-
inated by its 19 Democrats, was
elected in polling on March 14.
The election results were ap-
proved by the Central Election
Committee (CEC) in Bangkok,
and officially announced in
Phuket on April 26.

However, the chamber is
still without a President. The
Gazette understands that the
separate election of Anchalee
Vanich-Thepabutr as OrBorJor
President has been confirmed by
the Central Election Committee
(CEC) in Bangkok, but that the
officia paperwork for this con-
firmation has not yet been sent
to Phuket.

Phuket Governor Udomsak
Usawarangkura therefore pre-
sided in her stead at the opening
session, held at Phuket Provincial
Hall. All memberswereswornin
before the vote. No policy mat-
ters were discussed.

— Anongnat Sartpisut

Moodies sign goes up in smoke

PATONG: The illuminated sign
overhanging the entrance to Soi
M oodies entertainment plaza, on
Rat-U-Thit 200 Pi Rd, burst into
flames on the night of Saturday,
May 1.

The sign caught fire at
about 10 pm. Phuket Vice-Gov-
ernor Pongpow Ketthong, who
was dining directly underneath,
called the fire department.

Restaurant Manager Banai

Ngamsri told the Gazette, “ They
arrived about 10 minutes later,
and put the fire out in about five
minutes. They were very good.”
K. Banai estimated the da-
mage at about 50,000 baht, plus
20,000 baht loss of earnings on
the night. No one was injured.
“The fire started from old
wiring inthesign,” he said. “We
will check al wiring to make sure
that this does not happen again.”

material evidence to make a
case,” he added.

Col Ronapong announced
on November 11 last year that
officers expected abreakthrough
and wereclosinginon akey per-
son involved in the killing.

But on April 28 he said,
“The problem is that we don’t
have only thiscaseto investigate.
Besides this one, there are many
othersthat we haveto look into.”

Col Ronapong said that he
will coordinate with investigat-
ing officers and give them an-
other month to follow up on the
case. However, he added, “We
can’'t say how long it will take.”

Phuket Air cutsfares

PHUKET: Phuket Air has slash-
ed its economy class fares on
flights between Phuket and
Bangkok, and Krabi and Bang-
kok. One-way fares are now
1,500 baht and round-trip fares
are 3,000 baht. Previously, best
return fares were 4,350 baht for
Krabi and 3,950 baht for Phuket.
For more information con-
tact Phuket Air at Tel: 076-
220665 or 076-220184-7.

THALANG: One man was stab-
bed to death and another remains
in acritical condition following
an argument over whose turn it
was to use the microphone at the
Kon Suay (Beautiful People)
karaoke bar and restaurant in
Cherng Talay around 1 am on
May 3.

Police arrested the alleged
killer, 24-year-old Veerasak
Nantasin, from Surat Thani,
some three hours later at his
home at 24/8 Moo 6 in Cherng
Talay. A knife was recovered
during the arrest.

The dead man was named
as 18-year-old Bundit “Koh”
Kulabuth. He died en route to

Thalang Hospital from five stab
wounds to his back. The other
victim, Sanchai “ Jek” Benjakarn,
19, remainsin the intensive care
unit at the hospital.

Pol Lt Col Suwat Kaew-
prom, Deputy Superintendent of
Cherng Talay Police Station, told
the Gazette that witnesses in the
karaoke reported that an argu-
ment broke out between the vic-
tims and their alleged attacker
over use of the microphone.

“Veerasak confessed hedid
it because he was drunk,” Col
Suwat told the Gazette. “He has
been charged with one count of
murder and one of attempted
murder.”

B16.5m for beach restrooms

PHUKET: The provincial gov-
ernment has announced that it
will spend 16.5 million baht on
building public restrooms at the
most popular tourist beaches on
the island.

Tawee Homhuan, an engi-
neer at the Phuket Public Works
and Town and Country Planning
Office (PWTCPO), told the Ga-
zette, “In each restroom there will
acubiclefor handicapped people,
three showers and seven toilets
and six sinks.”

Heexplained that onefacil-
ity apiece will be built at Rawai,
Na Harn, Patong, Kamala, Ka-
ron, Bang Tao, and Nai Yang
beaches, while Kata and Surin
beaches will have two each.

“The responsibility for
management and maintenance
will rest with the local authori-
ties. They will also decide
whether users should pay afee,”
he said.

Therestrooms are expected
to be in use by September 30.
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Paper weight

KHON KAEN: Guns, knives,
poison, bombs—and recycled pa-
per. Until now, one of these had
nothing in common with the oth-
ers.

However, the next gun fa-
natic T-shirt you see might read,
“Guns don’'t kill people. Re-
cycled paper kills people.”

Yes, recycled paper just
became a lethal commodity, af-
ter asecurity guard at arecycling
business in Khon Kaen was
found suffocated under 2,000
tons of recycled paper recently.

Preliminary investigations
indicated that the security guard,
Sommai Wongsithep, 46, who
worked at Khon Kaen Wongpanit
Co in Muang District, went to
sleep on astack of paper bundles
weighing up to 800kg each, Pol
Capt Therttoon Soisukhapapan
said.

Mechanic Prajuap Mat-
pang, 36, who discovered the

body, said he and about 10 other
employees arrived for work at 8
am and found heaps of paper on
the floor.

He noticed one of Som-
mai’s legs after two bundles of
paper were picked up by afork-
lift truck.

Sommai’s wife, Jomthong
Wongsithep, said shewent to the
factory to look for her husband
at 7am after he did not return
home as usual at 6:15 am.

“My husband had been
working at therecycling plant for
a month. “He was a good man
and served in the military as a
draftee. He was not supposed to
have been asleep on duty,” she
said.

Dr Thitichal Wiangsimma,
of Srinakharin University Hospi-
tal, said death occurred six hours
before the body was discovered
and was caused by suffocation.

Source: The Nation

Two heads are better than one

SRISAKET: Villagersin Khukan
Didtrict are still trying to inter-
pret an unusual eventintheir vil-
lage — the birth of atwo-headed
COW.

The calf was born dive to
owner Prasit Sukkrawan on April
4, but died soon afterward.

By the time journalists ar-
rived at K. Prasit’'s homein Vil-
lage 3, Tambon Son, they found
excited villagers crowding
around the lifeless biological
oddity, some lighting incense
sticks and others praying for the
winning numbers in the upcom-
ing lottery draw.

The dead calf, prominently
displayed on thefront page of the
next day’s newspaper, had two
fully-formed heads coming from
ashared neck and wasin all other
respects anormal calf.

Through theincense smoke
billowing inside her barn, 33-
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year-old K. Prasit told the press
she had had a premonition of the
strange birth. The previousnight,
she explained, she had dreamed
that afriend in a nearby village
had given birth to a child with
two heads, one with curly hair
and the other with straight hair.

Upon waking thefollowing
morning, she heard her pregnant
cow lowing in pain.

A veterinarianwascalledin
to extract the calf, but it took sev-
eral hours — and a great deal of
agony on the cow’s part —to ex-
tract the calf.

Ruling out the possibility
that the two-headed calf could
have been just a fluke of nature,
K. Prasit said, “I don't know
whether thisis good luck or bad
luck.

“This cow has given birth
tothree calves. Thefirst wasstill-
born, thesecondisstill alive, and
thethird isthistwo-headed cow.”

K. Prasit is sure the two-
headed calf is somehow related
to her personal life. Shehad twin
daughters herself, she explained,
and hadn’'t heard from her hus-
band, an itinerant laborer, for
morethan four months. It all had
to be related somehow, she said.

At 72, elderly neighbor
Naak Jantharachit probably
thought she had seen it all —until
now. “I have never seen a two-
headed cow before.

“Itisavery odd cow and |
believethat thiswill surely bring
good luck. Besides, this village
hasfour pairs of twins, one male
and three female.

“My neighbors and | have
determined that the winning dig-
its in the next lottery draw will
be 52 and 92, she said confi-
dently.

The successor otherwise of
their prophecy is not known.

uket isan island on the

ove. Thelack of an ex-

tensive public transport

system, the easy avail-

ability of credit to buy cars and

motorcycles, along with peer

pressure, have caused an explo-

sion in the number of private ve-
hicles on the roads.

The increasing numbers of
properties and businesses being
built in more remote areas also
fuel the need to use avehicle.

Thepkrasattri Rd (the air-
port road) permits north-south
travel without too many tears,
although readers may remember
delays and financial tribulations
surrounding its construction.
However, since work to widen
the route through Thalang was
completed — itself a chaotic ex-
ercise — journeys to and from
Sarasin Bridgeare now far easier.

But Chalermprakiat Ror 1X
Rd (the bypass road) — aready
home to Gems Gallery, the
Tesco-Lotus and Big C super-
stores, and soon to be joined by
the Central Festival shopping
mall, Index furniture store, and a
little further away, Makro — is
little more than a two-lane road.

At the right time of day, at
the right time of year, it can bea
straightforward sprint along this
road and past the large and ever-
growing number of small-to-me-
dium sized businesses and occa-
siona wat.

But find yoursalf stuck be-
hind a convoy of road trains ad-
vancing through their crawler
gears, or worse, between hot-
rodding minibuses and airport
limousines, and it's the road to
Hell. Good intentionsarefew and
far between.

Jockeying drivers vie for
half avehicle'slength advantage
and succeed in turning two lanes
into three, four, five or more.

Work dueto start on May 7
to widen the bypass road to an
official four, and in one section
six lanes, should bring somewel-
come relief.

When completed, the 10-ki-
lometer stretch from the Dara
Samut School intersection (close
to the Thainaan restaurant) to just
north of the Boat Lagoon on
Thepkrasattri Rdwill, itishoped,
make life and travel-

ROAD

Thisweek wor k wasdueto begin on widening Chalerm-
prakiet Ror 1X Rd —the bypass road west of Phuket
City. Will this solve the isand’s traffic problems? Or
will it smply create problemselsewhere? SANGKHAE
LEELANAPAPORN and SIRIPANSA SOMBOON
take a closelook at the project.
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Wanchai Wattanasiri, Chief of the Phuket Provincial Highways
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Office, examines blueprints for the bypass road expansion.

of Pornthip Seastore on the by-
pass road, told the Gazette that
while she agrees that expansion
of the road is good news for
Phuket, her business will be af -
fected. “This project is bound to
affect salesand I'll lose custom-
ers because it’s going to take so
long to finish. They just won't

want to stop with

ing far easier, upto a ‘The town construction work

point. _ in’ just outside of ashop.
Chiang Rai planners didn’t Or they won’'t beable

Hamn Charoen Enter- 0 @ very good g gop.”

prise Ltd (CRHC)  job of supporting Another busi-

were awarded the the tourism Nness owner express-

contract by the cen-
tral goivernment to
expand the bypass
road onthebasisof a
bid that won on a
combination of both
cost and completion
time — 111 million
baht and 510 days
respectively. Funding for the
project iscoming from Bangkok.

The consensusisthat work
on the bypass road is overdue.
Business expansion along the
road has been rapid. These busi-
nesses, though expected to ben-
efit from an easier traffic flow
oncethe widening has been com-
pleted, look set to suffer in the
coming 510 days.

Pornthip Wiwatikul, owner

industry in the

first place, at
least in terms of
road building. It's

too difficult to
improve it now.’

ing concern was
Chan Sim, managing
director of Chan’'s
Antiques, which only
recently moved to
new premises on the
bypassroad. He esti-
mates that his busi-
nesswill lose around
10% of its customers over the
course of the project’s construc-
tion. The government will not
pay compensation for lost busi-
ness.

But not everyone foresees
aproblem.

Sakda Prathitkham, Man-
ager of Tour East Company Ltd
said that construction work
would havelittleimpact upon his
business. “My staff go out to visit

customers, rather than the other
way round,” he said. “We have
only afew people coming into the
office, so it shouldn't affect us
greatly.”

This may prove to be an
optimistic view of the potential
situation.

The difficulties faced by
drivers in navigating the road
whilework isunderway havenot,
so far as the Gazette has been
able to ascertain, been consid-
ered.

One section whereexisiting
problems may be exacerbated —
oncework has been completed —
isonthesouthern sideof the Dara
Samut School intersection. The
anticipated volume of traffic
from Central Festival and other
routes has led planners to widen
this section to six lanes. How-
ever, some 100 or so meters to-
ward Chalong, these six lanes
will merge into the current hap-
hazard one lane each-way road,
forming a bottleneck.

Although blueprints show
the merge, whether factors such
as typical road behavior have
been taken into account could not
be expanded upon.

Wanchai Wattanasiri, Chief
of the Phuket Provincial High-
ways Office (PPHO) told the Ga-
zette that a submission has been
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made to the Director General of
the Highways Department in
Bangkok for an east-west over-
passto bebuilt at the Dara Samut
School intersection.

He was unsure whether
funding will be granted, but in
any case such aproject isalong
way off; first the bypass road
widening must be completed so
that its impact can be assessed,
and then the overpass would be
subject to a survey and a feasi-
bility study before any decision
could be made on whether to
build it.

No plans seem likely to be
madewithinthreeyears, if at al,
for this project to aid the move-
ment of traffic between Phuket
City and Patong.

Inany case, theremust bea
major question mark over the
capacity of the Kathu-bound sec-
tion of Wichit Songkram Rd to
deal with the larger volume of
traffic that would inevitably fol-
low the building of an overpass
across the bypass road.

It looks likely that com-
muters and tourists will have to
endure difficulty in finding en-
trances to and from businesses,
avoiding construction vehicles
and workers, and the irritation
of contra-flow systems, leading
to the frustration of driving
straight past one’sintended des-
tination, and on the wrong side
of the road.

Do the companiesinvolved
in building these mega-projects
take any responsibil-
ity for traffic control ?
Experience  has
shown most road us-
ersin Phuket that the

‘This project is
bound to affect
sales and I'll lose

B

R i

Exhaust fumes fog the air as vehicles wait for the lights at the Tesco-Lotus intersection. Will a

wider bypass road cure traffic problems? Or will it simply move them elsewhere?

vehicleand force oncoming traf-
fic to stop.

In their favor, Big C did
construct afootbridge acrossthe
bypass road, al-
though as most shop-
pers come by car or
motorcycle, the val-
ue of the bridge is

eapadoemie  cusomers TS %
keen to have as many t_)ecause it's Central Festival will
customers as pos-  (oing to take so  build a footbridge
sible, leave traffic Iong to finish and bus stop.
control to good luck . ; At an Interna-
andthelocal govern- 1Y JUStWON't  tional Business As-
ment. want to stop with  sociation of Phuket
SeC;rlity gu?rds construction e “ge:ggtn year,
83?2?1%] thg h\llgel‘?vyart)? work just OUtS,ide ép re?ctj) a prepareg
to slow down traffic of a shop. statement suggesting

to allow customersto

depart. In most cases, however,
one must look for a gap, or pro-
ceed to block the road with the

that the feasibilty of
an overpassor underpass serving
both Big C and Central Festival
was being considered.

Mom Tri's Kitchen

Hii B cliriogg
amorg lush,

Like Phuket City, Patong
has a mega-project in the mak-
ing. Jungceylon, in the center of
town, will, it is hoped, bring
tourists and shoppers by the
coach- and car-load. Anyone fa-
miliar with the roads around Pa-
tong during the high season can
attest to the fact that it hardly
works now.

K. Wancha has inspected
the roads in and around Patong,
and hisassessment isbleak. “We
cannot build more roads through
Patong — nor can we widen the
existing ones— becausethere are
so many people and businesses
there,” he said.

“The town planners didn’'t

do avery good job of supporting
the tourism industry in the first
place, at least in terms of road
building.

“All we can do for Patong
is to improve the quality of the
roads and do our best to smooth
traffic flow. It's too difficult to
improve it now.”

Just reaching Patong can
be a problem. Going “over the
hill” isaharrowing businessin-
volving near-hairpin bends,
first-gear driving, heavy trucks
and delays.

Talk of atunnel through to
Patong emerges every so often.
In 2001, Sweden’s Skanska
Teknik Co Ltd received 3million

baht to conduct a “pre-feasibil-
ity study” of theidea. Threeyears
on, however, Phuket Governor
Udomsak Usawarangkura has
scotched theideaof aPatong tun-
nel, perhaps permanently.

“A tunnel isafanciful idea.
It's not feasible and we will not
go ahead withit,” Gov Udomsak
told the Gazette.

“Instead, | want the Depart-
ment of State Highwaysto make
theroad over the hill less steep. |
have sent a paper to them on this
matter,” he continued.

Making the hills around
Patong less hilly may be a Her-
culean task but Gov Udomsak is
positive that it will reduce the
number of accidents and alow
traffic to flow more smoothly.

K. Wanchai agreed with
Gov Udomsak on the cost-to-
benefit ratio of atunnel, although
he did not venture an opinion on
a scheme to make the roads less
steep. More lanes, he said, are
planned for the Phuket City-
Patong route.

The PPHO will concentrate
its efforts on renewing the sur-
face of a number of Phuket’'s
roads, adding more lighting, and
beautifying the median strip on
Thepkrasattri Rd.

“We aim to have a full 40
kilometers of plants along the
road,” K. Wanchai said. “We are
discussing this project with the
[Provincial Administration Orga-
nization] now”

The long-term future of
Phuket rests on many issues and
transport isjust one of them. As
the economy of Phuket appears
to be flourishing with little re-
straint, and more peopl e prosper,
greater numbers of vehicles will
appear on the roads.

There is one advantage to
this, perhaps. the more traffic
jams there are, the more slowly
the traffic will move. This “en-
forced” speed limit may just
keep the road accident statistics
down.

OK PHUKET HEART CENTER
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By Rittiwat Suwannarattaphum

ften-overlooked Koh
Sireh, on the eastern
side of Phuket City, is
home to severa poor
communities, including shanty
villages of Burmeselaborers. For
many of them, health careis be-
yond reach and the conditions
they live in promote concern
about the spread of disease.

Such concern has resulted
in the opening of the Rassada
Public Health Care Center in
Moo Baan Keha, where World
Vision Foundation of Thailand
members and Burmese volun-
teersareworking to raise aware-
ness of infectious diseases, with
particular focus on HIV/Aids.

Aroonsak Whongjit, the
World Vision project coordina-
tor at the center, explained, “Itis
much more difficult for them to
get medical servicesthanitisfor
Thal people. They are treated as
insignificant, and some of them
choose not to seek medical treat-
ment, particularly the unregis-
tered foreign workers.

“If they have an infectious
disease, this can put the whole
community at risk,” he said.

Morethan 10,000 Burmese
are currently registered asliving
in Phuket, said K. Aroonsak, and
he expects that number to grow.
“More and more Burmese people
are working here, both legally
and illegaly. Most of them are
teenagers. Most are single and
enjoy sexual intercourse, and
could be unknowing carriers of
HIV and other serious diseases,”
he said.

Built on two rai, the center
has two diagnosis rooms and a
consultation room, but there are
no facilities for overnight stays
and patients diagnosed as having
seriousdiseasesaretransferred to

An uph

hospitals with better facilities.
“We are just like any ordi-
nary health center. We have to
coordinate with the hospitals for
immediate assistancein an emer-
gency,” said K. Aroonsak.
While two other World Vi-
sion staff work with K. Aroon-
sak at the center, therest are Bur-
mese volunteers, inluding Dr
Maung Maung Soe. “| workedin
Burma for seven years but then
discovered that Thailand's thou-
sands of Burmese laborers were

|
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| battle to help
those society despises

livingin poverty. So | just wanted
to give them something better,”
he told the Gazette.

“I’ve worked at more than
100 projects [like this] in Thai-
land, and doing this at least pro-
tects Burmese and other people
from fatal diseases,” he added.

Since the clinic opened on
September 30 last year, more
than 500 villagershavevisited it.
A dozen or so have been diag-
nosed as having HIV or Aids.
These patients are given counsel -

ing, asked if they want to return
home, and receive other care. In
some circumstances, patientsare
given food, medicine and even a
placeto live.

“For patients with Aids
who want to return to their home
country, the clinic will contact
the Immigration office, helpthem
to complete the necessary paper-
work, and help withtravel costs,”
K. Aroonsak said.

Aids sufferers who do not
want to go home are cared for by

Caring for people at the
bottom of the barrel: Dr
Maung Maung Soe (left) and
World Vision project
coordinator Aroonsak
Whongjit.

volunteers. However, budget
contraints have forced the clinic
to limit the care budget to no
more than 2,500 baht a person a
month.

Although K. Aroonsak is
deeply grateful for the eight mil-
lion baht in donations from the
governments of Japan, Australia,
Britain, the US and Hong Kong
that made the clinic areality, he
said his main challengeis still a
shortage of funds.

Other major obstacles, he
said, are a shortage of staff and
under-trained volunteers. “All
those things are equally signifi-
cant and we have much more to
do,” he said.

One of the most economi-
cal strategies used by the center
is health education, using comic
books, video tapes, brochures
and posters, most in Burmese
language, and volunteers to ex-
plain HIV and Aidsto villagers.
“We al so have cheap condoms at
just two baht apiece,” K. Aroon-
sak told the Gazette.

More volunteers are re-
quired to help with the education
program, he added. “The most
important criterion is the ability
to speak Burmese and Thai,” he
said. Medical experience is not
necessary. Volunteers are taught
the basic methods of preventing
disease from spreading before
they teach it to others.

Anyone interested in joining the
project should call the Rassada
Public Health Care Center at Tel:
076-252749.

WARNING : SELLING ALCOHOL TO PERSONS
UNDER 18 YEARS OLD IS ILLEGAL

SINGHA NEW LOOK
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Tourist car ban on Koh Chang

oh Changistoberuled

off-limits to vehicles

from the mainland

from 2007, according
to the Natural Resourcesand En-
vironment Ministry.

Environment Minister
Plodprasop Suraswadi said the
plan would allow only local ve-
hicles to traverse the tourist is-
land in Trat province. He said no
more roadswould be built onthe
island under the Koh Chang De-
velopment Plan, and the authori-
ties were hoping to encourage
people to use boats as their main
means of transport.

Prime Minister Thaksin
Shinawatra has floated a plan to
develop the island into an inter-
national tourist destination on a
par with Phuket.

Tourism Minister Sonthaya
Kunplome said that about five
billion baht would be spent onin-
frastructure projects on the is-
land, aswell as on marketing the
island as atourist attraction.

“Wewill urgently tacklethe
problems of garbage and limited
water resources there,” he said.

K. Sonthaya said the au-
thorities would refrain from
building areservoir ontheisland,
citing environmental concerns.

Land prices on Koh Chang
have been increasing, and a rai
could now fetch as much as 10
million baht.

Cell division: M obile phone op-
erator Total Access Communica-
tion (DTAC) has called on the
government to impose quality-
control standards on mobile
phone batteries as part of mea-
sures to prevent the power cells
from exploding.

DTAC is also urging the
government to reduce the current
30% import tax on cell phone
batteriesto encourage consumers
to use genuine ones. Anindustry

AT HOME WITH ROHEBERREY

Six-year-old twins are ‘married’ to each other in Samut Sakhon
in a traditional Mon ceremony. The ritual is based on the belief
that the ceremony will bring improved health to the children,
who were both sickly in their early years.

source estimated the market
value of mobile phone batteries
in Thailand at about one billion
baht this year. Many consumers
unwittingly buy fake, low-qual-
ity batteries becausethey are un-
ableto distinguish them from real
ones. They are also attracted by
the lower price, he said.

Runway opposition: A survey
by the Chiang Mai News found
about 80% of people living in
Chiang Mai’s Mae Hia district
oppose the 2.1-billion-baht pro-
ject to expand Chiang Mai Inter-
national Airport in their district.

Theairport’sexpansion, set
for completion in 2007, will en-
abletheairport to carry 60 flights
daily. The newspaper survey is
not the only indication of wide-
spread opposition to the plan. A
public hearing conducted by Air-
ports of Thailand Plc mirrored
the newspaper’s results.

To accommodate the air-
port expansion, 28 privately
owned buildings and some local
government offices would have
to be moved.

A final decision ontheplan
isexpected in about five months.

Green gasoline: A government
project to distribute tax-free die-
sel fuel to fishing boats working
20-40 kilometersoffshoreisanhit,
selling 105.4 million litersof die-
sel fuel since its inception in
April 2000. The project was es-
tablished to put an end to the off-
shore sale of fuel smuggled in
from neighboring countries.
Somchai Poonsawas, Di-
rector of the Customs Depart-
ment’s Marine Enforcement
Unit, said current strong sales
have resulted from higher de-
mand, alack of monsoon winds,
and a drastic reduction in the
smuggling of diesel fuel, known
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in Thailand as “green gasoline”.

“The green gasoline is of
better quality thantheillicit prod-
uct. Moreover it is 3-4 baht ali-
ter cheaper than on the main-
land,” he said.

Student evaluation: Schools
run by the Bangkok Metropoli-
tan Authority (BMA) have been
ordered to conduct urine testson
their students when the new se-
mester beginsthismonth, as part
of a government plan to keep
schools drug-free.

Bangkok Deputy Governor
Tharin Sangansermsri, who is
also in charge of education, said
al 433 BMA schools were each
given 5,000 baht to carry out the
testing.

“Thetestsshould beginim-
mediately at the beginning of the
next semester,” she said, adding
that the BMA's public health de-
partment would also offer tech-
nical support for the plan, known
as the White School Project.

ICT capital of Isarn: Khon
Kaenwill launch apilot informa-
tion and communications tech-
nology (ICT) project in Nam
Phong and Nong Song Hong dis-
tricts as part of its effort to be-
come the ICT capital of the
Northeast.

Deputy Governor Kaen-
petch Chuangrangsri saidthe ICT
research project would enable
rural communitiesto create ICT
databases and devel op new skills.
Each community would have
their own chief information of-
ficer, he said.

In conjunction with the
Software Industry Promotion
Agency, the province will also
promotethe | sarn Software Park,
which has already attracted four
software companies. Khon Kaen
University will jointly supervise
the initial budget for the pilot

project, whichis 10 million baht.

Fujian flu shots urged: The
Public Health Ministry isurging
elderly peopleand childrento be
immunized against Fujian 'flu.
Dr Somsong Rakpong, director
of the Medical Sciences Depart-
ment, said the World Health Or-
ganization had warned that Fu-
jian"flu was spreading in South-
east Asia.

Dr Somsong said many
companies produced vaccines
and children less than 12 years
old, people with coronary dis-
ease, elderly people and those
infected with HIV should be
vaccinated.

Stick to milk, son: \Wutthisit
Suebsuwan, better known as
“Tem” of the boy band UHT,
confessed to drunk-driving and
assault charges after being ar-
rested last month.

At first he was sentenced to
an 8,000-baht fine and a four-
month jail term but after he con-
fessed, the court commuted this
to a two-month suspended sen-
tence, a 4,000-baht fine and 12
hours of community service.

“Tem” said hewassorry for
what he had done, and promised
not to lose his temper in the fu-
ture. He said he might spend his
community service clearing an
old cemetery.

After the flood: A wide variety
of fossilized seashellsdiscovered
in Phrae's Long district were
dated at around 200 million years
old. Phrae Governor Somsak
Boonpluangisoptimistic that the
discovery site can be developed
for tourism.

Around the Nation newsround-up
is sourced from the pages of The
Nation and Kom Chad Leuk

newspapers.
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Exodus causes famine

heend of April. Middle-

aged tourist couplescan

occasionally be seen on

the streetsin Khao L ak,
but there is no doubt about it —
the season is over.

Some business owners
seem to be living in denial, de-
spite the certainty that there are
now six months of next-to-noth-
ing ahead. Others, apparently,
can hardly wait to get their stuff
packed up and go home.

Asusual, therestaurantson
Bang Niang Beach blew the
whistle to end the season first,
rightinthemiddle of April while
young tourist families with chil-
dren were still roaming about.

Theanswer to the question,
“Why are you in such a hurry?’
will always remain shrouded in
mystery, because the beach res-
taurant owners took the tradi-
tional route and fled the scene.

That's not really much of a
boost for tourism.

Many visitors enjoy eating
lunch and dinner right on the
Beach, within the sound of the
ocean — something they have
dreamed of and worked long and
hard hours for in Europe or the
States, or Japan or China, for that
matter.

After they fought so hard
just acouple of monthsearlier for
the right to put up sunchairs and
shades on the beach, it seems
rather erratic of the Bang Niang
beach business people to go
home before the tourists do.

Putting up with boredom:
Khao Lak isrichinnatural attrac-
tions. There's a 12-kilometer
stretch of pristine beach, with the
diving attractions of the Similan
Islands a mere hour away by
speedboat, well preserved jungle,
beautiful mountains, six beauti-
ful waterfalls within easy reach,
lagoons and mangroves — you
name it.

But there are still several
things missing, man-madethings
that would allow tourists, espe-
cially families, to spend acouple
of fun-filled hours after dinner or
inthe afternoon doing something
other than nodding their headsin
alive music pub or watching on
abig-screen TV as Schumi drives

Crazy but true, the novel marriage of resort,
golf and Indiana Jones-style adventure.
Where? In Khao Lak, of course. The crocodile
offers a hole in one, for those who dare risk
their balls. The puddles and broken boraan-
style brick walls are deliberate, to add just the
right amount of authenticity to the fun.

to victory for the 25,649 time.
Khao Lak people were
promised agym (oops, whereare
theinvestors?), acinema(just re-
moving the signboard announc-
ing it solved this problem) and a
big shopping center (the Khao
Lak Center,
which actually
turned out to be
just another row
of shophouses) —
all dust in the
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Yes, miracles do happen.
Achim “Kim” Linke, 45, from
Germany, has been in Thailand
and working inthetourismindus-
try for more than 20 years. Now
he hasdecided to fill inthe Khao
L ak attraction gap with abeauti-
fully designed
mini-golf course.

Knowing
this project was
underway brought
asmileto theface

wind. : of each and every

We almost - Khao Lak resi-
gave up hope for L dent. This splen-
an innovative AN DAMAN did attraction
Khao Lak attrac- opened at the be-

tion when, just
likeamiracle, out
of the blue it ap-
peared ... ta-daaa
... finally Khao Lak got its very
first man-madetourist attraction,
accessible to rich and poor, big
and small: TheKhao Lak Jungle
Adventure Mini-Golf course.

COASTING

By Franky Gun

ginning of April
andisontheright-
hand side of the
road to the Chong
Fah waterfall, just afew hundred
meters from Highway 4.

Here, the visitor finds an
exotic“ancient” jungle adventure
city, built of red boraan-style

(“antique”) clay bricks, amid lush
tropical vegetation.

Entering this impressive
project is like stepping into an
Indiana Jones movie.

Everything, starting right at
the entrance with the reception
and restaurant, isbeautifully laid
out and designed.

Arriving guests walk to-
wards an ancient temple wall,
dominated by a seated Buddha
statue with a waterfall dropping
from a height of some four
meters. Water courses and plants
sit side-by-side with authenti-
cally-styled and carefully dis-
tressed temple ruins.

Not one resort or hotel in
all of Khao Lak comesanywhere
near it for design and style.

And we aretalking about a
mini-golf course here. | wastruly
impressed. Every mini-golf en-
thusiast is sure to derive maxi-
mum fun from this 18-hole
course. Starting off with some

Tl,-_-,}{ T-AND

T L

.J_-'

0 piuTHy ol g T
|r5 I i
i | 00 1 "'l'li'ﬂ":' ] S

:-H_u-,._ﬂl\. .-l"'.-"

Phuk*-i

1 HHP-I"-"':

D-TALK ACADEMY
-..-u;r-l'ul ,:“.-*n.-'l\‘l:
Vi e (a4 "'""':,:,
e -:I_l";_'-'._l:"r'-_h_:'.;_,n e
=T paris

i

ey iM—l

0

easy mini-greens, the difficulty
level steadily increases, though
with one or two easier holes in-
terspersed to give room for a
soothing break, until the visitors
reach Hole 18.

“Here, anyonetaking it too
seriously will sooner or | ater start
to tear his hair out,” says Kim
with a knavish smile. “You can
easily hit the ball 20 times or
more without ever getting it into
theright hole.”

At the start, a player can
choose from eight holes, and it’s
abit of alottery.

Two of the holes scores a
hole in one, while the remaining
six lead the the ball through tun-
nelsto crazy destinations, includ-
ing taking it right back to the
starting point.

Hole8isparticularly funny.
Here, arealistic crocodile awaits
the playerswith wide-open jaws.
If the player manages to hit the
ball right into the croc’s mouth,
heor shewill scoreaholein one.
Anything else leads to disaster.
Puddles and broken brick walls
abound.

“The philosophy behind
thisproject wasto give Khao Lak
what it needed so badly —fun af -
ter-dinner fun for families with
kids,” Kim explained. “The fun
factor isimportant for our project
and for Khao Lak in genera.”

Vigitors, especialy families
with kids, will definitely have
fun-filled hours for a fee of 250
baht for adults or 150 baht for
children. Kids under ameter tall
getinfree.

The Jungle Adventure
Mini-Golf course is illuminated
at night to ensure that Khao Lak
tourists have a welcome activity
option apart from the remaining
three or four “hot and sizzling”
pubsand bars. The courseisopen
from 12:30 pmto 10 pm.

The mini-golf isabig step
forward in helping to increase
Khao Lak’s popularity among
families — and perhaps the first
step down the path to catching up
with fun-filled destinations such
as Phuket and Samui.

| hopeevery Khao Lak resi-
dent appreciates this “gift” as
much as | do. Could the season
end on a better note?

EXPOSE YOURSELF!

to 10-15,000 visitors a day!

The Phuket Gazette Mini-W/eb.
500 baht a month.
Can you afford NOT to be on board?

Ask Anna for details. Tel: 076-236555

or Email: anna@phuketgazette.net
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F— CHINDAPOL CHINWAG: More than 500 members of the Chindapol family,
CROSSING THE LINE: CEO of Le Meridien Resorts and Hotels, Robert Riley (5" from including (from right) former MP Rewut Chindapol, President of the Court of
right), and Regional Managing Director Asia Pacific, Michael Sagild (rear, right), meet Appeal Phaisarn Charoenwut, and Manager of the Ben Ja Run Construction
and greet colleagues at Le Meridien Phuket Yacht Club during their recent visit. Company Ronachai Chindapol, gathered for the clan’s 19" annual reunion.

SPEED INDEED: The “Meet and Greet T-Speed Fair”, promoting broadband Internet

= services from TT&T Public Co Ltd, was held at at the Tesco-Lotus Superstore in
| SEE UBC: Somphop Poshakrishna (left), MD of Southern TV Network Co Ltd, April. Phuket Vice-Governor Niran Kalayanamit (center), was welcomed by TT&T
and Manager-Regional Sales of UBC TV, Somphong Rattanaphan, at a recent Big Senior Vice-President of Marketing and Services Suroj Lamsam (left) and Vilai
C Superstore rally showing children that education comes not just from schools. Chaivises, Tesco-Lotus Phuket Managing Director (right).

= =t IN VOGUE Managing Director of Angel Model + Promotion
EYE IN THE SKY: The HeliCam aerial photography team, with feet firmly on the ground but Management, Ann Hanson (left), and Director of Operations Lies Sol
ideas soaring in the clouds, celebrate the successful launch of their unique service at Tesco- at the recent Pleasure Leisure Fashion Awards held at the Sphinx Theatre
Lotus Superstore. and Restaurant, Patong.

To get your card, e-mail
shopper@phuketgazette.net
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he modest buildingsand

grounds of the Life

Home Project are hid-

den away in Phuket City
with no signs or outward evi-
dence of the 40 women and chil-
dren infected with HIV living
within.

It's lunchtime when | ar-
rive, my first visit in around a
year. A dozen of the smaller chil-
dren are having what at first
seemsapeaceful nap after lunch.
But the quiet is broken by sud-
den coughing and wheezing, little
lungsracked by respiratory infec-
tion.

“Inthepast year, we' velost
six of our family to Aids,” Helene
Fallon Wood, Life Home Pro-
ject’s fundraising chairperson
tells me. “ One was a baby.

“Tuberculosis is common
inthoseinfected with HIV sowe
try to give each of our residents
as much personal space as pos-
sible to prevent the spread of
communicable diseases.”

While childrentry to sleep,
inthe new art room, anumber of
women are quietly drawing and
painting symmetrical designs
onto fabric.

These mandalas are then
made into banners and sold to
benefactors such as Patong's
Holiday Inn Resort, where they
were hung from the ceilings last
Christmas.

Kathy Manthei directs the
art program at Life Home Pro-
ject. The program helps the
women, usually rejected by their
families and friends, to earn an
income to pay for their basic
needs.

“Almost all of our women
have been housewives infected
with HIV by their husbands,”
explained Kathy.

“They have no skills and
have not earned a living in the
past. With our art projects, they

Fostering a haven

learn design, drawing, painting,
sewing, organizational planning,
inventory maintenance and pro-
duction.

“This alows them to oper-
ate and managetheir work, there-
by giving them potential to earn
an income,” she continued.

| watch the women work,
not unlike women working in
factories anywhere in Thailand.

But thesewomen arediffer-
ent. Some haveinfected soreson
their armsand faces, othersseem
tired. But they all smile when
they see me. These women are
the lucky ones. They are given
medicine and the opportunity to
earn money to support their chil-
dren.

.fflfh’r:?ﬁfrfwl ﬂir e
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Behind the charming smiles
are heartbreaking tales. One of
the younger women tellshow she
wasbornintoafamily of six chil-
dren, all with different fathers.
She was sent to live with one of
her mother’s boyfriends when
shewas 12.

He raped her and infected
her with HIV. Eventually, the
boyfriend, her mother and two of
her sisters died of Aids. Home-
less, thisyoung girl found aplace
at Life Home Project.

Jose Luis Gay founded the
project after teaching local Sea
Gypsy children how to sail. The
longer he stayed on Phuket, the
more herealized the need to help
those left behind by the island’s
soaring prosperity.

“The women are victims
from careless husbands who in-
fected them and consequently,
their children,” Jose said. “Over
the past two years, we have in-

WAL L

With Bruce Stanley

vited women and childrento Life
Home Project as they have no-
where else to go.

“In the past year, the gov-
ernment has made anti-retrovira
medication available, but that
does not save these women from
being rejected by their families.”

QUALITY BOATS BUILT HERE

(o nesad far a dinghy)

wihe cption of baing slored
al hame on a rgiler. {avaid
expEnsie maring feas)
| ongoing maintenance
cnals dus o aur excalen|
spervisad fibar construcion

We build 100% fiberglass ‘Steppa’ boats right here in Phuket.
= 16t open-bow ‘Baracuda’ is great for sking and s the parlect family boat

= 22 cantar-consoha Skip-Jack’ = excallent for diving and gama fishing

= 30f and 36M ‘Flying-Feh' are popular for all commercia applications.

ALL OUR CUSTOM BUILT BOATS HAVE

# g deep-V foneard with outbosrd enginas giving cruising speeds of aver 30 knoés
weany, chean end legiimate Thal regisiration, (Built in Phukes)
woyieny shalow drall for easy beach dnd Boal Lagoon aiogss

# excedent stabilty and peyload capacities, (simply safer boals)

DRIVEADENIDUR,VISIT-0UR FACTORY:
Call 075°¥0379:0r 01-8912688

The number of people dy-
ing from Aids-related diseasesin
Western countriesis now afrac-
tion of the amount dying at the
height of the epidemic. But here
in Phuket, | am told, the drugs
givento HIV patientsare not the
latest generation.

These women and children
still cannot look forward to a
long and healthy life, but will,
perhaps, have longer and heal-
thier livesthan they would have
had without the drugs they re-
ceive.

“Life Home Project is in-
debted to the generosity of the
local community, which has sup-
ported our programs this past
year,” added Helene.

“Donations from the Brit-
ish Business Association of
Phuket, the Rotary Club of Pa-
tong, and the Evason, and last
year’sfundraising ball at the JW
Marriott resort, allowed us to

If you have aradio,
don’t take it to the beach!
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of hope

Pennapa “Jim” Wuttimang, Secretary of the Life Home Project,
stands in front of a mandala banner to be sold at the fundraising
gala ball, which will be held at the JW Marriott Phuket Beach

Resort & Spa, on May 29.

renovate our main house and buy
washing machines and a dish-
washer. Dishwashers are impor-
tant in preventing the spread of
TB,” she explained.

“But we have outgrown our
rented premises. Through this
year’s ball on May 29, again at
the JW Marriott, we hopeto raise
enough money to buy a piece of
land. Our goal isto build ahome
large enough for all the women
and children who need us.”

As | prepare to leave Life
Home Project, | meet Khun Nui.

Shetellsmethat her mother
died of cancer when shewas 13.
Her father, an acoholic, blew all
the family money on gambling.

Hoping for abetter life, she
married young to a man who be-
came addicted to heroin and
karaoke singers.

Hoping that having chil-
dren would turn him into a re-
sponsible family man, she had
several children and supported
her family by doing laundry,
cleaning theloca Chineseshrine,
and selling tea and rice soup in
the evenings.

"HEALTH PROMOTION CENTER
MISSION HOSPITAL PHUKET

: 5!ﬂ'l'l':|'-ﬂ' the community for over 60 years"
o -!n 1 -.|-|1L'|'|1i.l.'d.'ﬁ.I|III Fel, Buissada, Phokes Tonam ﬂ?ﬁ 237 220-6

Eventually her husband be-
camesick and died. Not long af -
ter, shefell ill and ended up liv-
ing in acavewith othersinfected
with HIV.

“1 had nowhere else to go.
Then someonetold me about Life
Home Project and | cameto Phu-
ket and now | have food, support
and encouragement from Jose,
who is like our godfather,” said
Khun Nui.

“My hedlth is okay, though
| have aproblem with my eyes. |
need an injection into my eye
every week in order to slow down
the blindness that is part of my
HIV condition.

| don’'t want to be blind. |
hold onto my hope and my cour-
agetolive”

Khun Nui has written a
poem, and has had it trandated
into English. She hands it to me
and smiles.

For more information about the
Life Home Project, contact
Helene Fallon-Wbod or Khun Nut
at Tel: 076-242632 or email:
lifehome@l oxinfo.co.th.

ENJOY LIFE TO
ITHE FULL

www. phukerdir’missionhospiral

We took the wrong direction

And then what?

Do we bury ourselves in sadness and hopelessness?
No!

Time goes by. Never wait for anybody.

Seize the days we have left,

Why do we wait for death?

Let’s live with hope in every breath we take.

There will be Life tomorrow,
Though our wish will never be given
And obstacles will keep coming.
Let’s keep the hope to breathe, to live this life, to smile, to laugh, and to love.

My life has been very lonely.

Will anybody understand how it really feels,

Especially when my heart and soul became so chilled?

I have fought with suffering.

I have borne all the pain.

I have waited for people who are generous enough to understand,
And there I have found them.

Although my face looks ugly
And my eyes are not shining bright but are a little bit blind,
I still have a strong mind to live for tomorrow.

Although it is not cured today,

There may be a cure one day.

Please don’t give up because of your sorrow.
There may be a magical medicine tomorrow.
Who knows?

If you ask me if there really is a magical medicine

I am telling you from my heart within,

Yes there is.

It’s simply the love, kindness, care and understanding.
All the medical treatment within.

- Nui, mother and Aids sufferer.

Marriott’s Villa Ownership
Prices ranging from USD $9,900 to $75,000.

FREE

Golf, Dining. Spa, FantaSea, Sea Canoe,
Or best of all spend 2 free nights experiencing this amazing resort

Come and explore Marmolt's new 3 star vacation villa ownership and as a thank you gift vou
will receive your choice of one of the following free,

Free 2 roands of Golf at Blue Canvon Country Club’s Lakes Course,

Free 4,000 Baht Dining & Shopping Gaft Certificates.

Free Mandara Spa treatment for 2 persons with lunch.

Free 2 tickets to Phuket FantaSea, with dinner and show included.

Free 2 tickets w John Gray Sea Canoe Phang Nga Classic Caves and Hongs tour,
2 nights” accommeodation at Marmriott’s Phuket Beach Club

xi

Fri

Rarmlls
F'ku t
BE |f'l. C II C L LI B

IIu"l'-:!ll NI W E]ILIZ!IITII: center at
JW MARRIOTT Phuket Resort and Spa
Or call 076-338-200 1o schedule your personal tour. Details of participation apply.
Free roundirip transportation (o and From vour hotel,
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Face the future
great guidein

the guru’'s

TAURUS (April 21-May 21):
Taureans who are celebrating
coming of age this

week are likely to be

doing so away from X
their usual habitat.

Travel is on the agenda and this
could open doors to hew possi-
bilities. If you're tired of what
hasbecome adaily rut, don't de-
spair because there's every like-
lihood that a dramatic career
changeisaround the corner. The
number 9 has special meaning
mid-week.

GEMINI (May 22-June 21): Fi-
nanceswill require deft juggling
and you may have to

delay delivering on a

promise to a loved

one. Plan a surprise

social outing to cushion the blow
and the air should remain clear.
Wherework isconcerned, thisis
not an auspicioustimeto trust to
luck. If you want to be sure that
ajob is done, don't rely on an-
other person’s word.

CANCER (June22-July 23): The
heat ison for Cancerianswho are

In The B

by Ida S a

poised to sign an im-
portant agreement. 69
Last-minute informa-

tion comestolight and

you should pay careful attention
before making a final commit-
ment. Your luck will be better af-
ter Tuesday, so stalling until then
is your best bet. When a friend
suggests an innovative scheme
thisweekend your initial reaction
isto step quickly sideways. But
theideais worth a hearing.

LEO (July 24-August 22): The
atmosphere is cooler than you
imagine. Clear signs

are coming that some-

one in your lifeis a

fair-weather friend.

Thisweek givesyou an opportu-
nity to put this relationship into
amorerealistic context and avoid
further sticky situations. A work-
related problem dissolves and
you are about to learn of promo-
tion possibilities. Wearing more
earthy shades will help you feel
confident.

a home in phuket?

www.phuketimmo.com

09-866-9004 / 076-249-315

PHUKET INTERNATIONAL HOSPITAL

Delivering

their children.

Q
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the best innovations possible,
wm&;ar it be for treating an acute or
c:hrunl{: disease, child psychiatry or for
4 maintaining a child's good health, the
Children's Cenler is the first choice |
for parents who want quality
and individual care for

Caring People, Curing Feup_[
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VIRGO (August 23-September
23): Your socidl lifeis set to ex-
pand. Your natural
charmisat anall-time

high this week and

others are drawn to

you likeamagnet. A small finan-
cial disappointment shouldn’t be
cause for concern because large
gains are more than possible in
the near future. Family matters
need handling with kid gloves
this weekend. If it's a problem
concerning in-laws, choose your
words carefully.

LIBRA (September 24-October
23): Librans often find it hard to
say something direct-

ly, but this week you

Wil need to find the B
wordsto put someone

straight before matters get seri-
ously out of hand. The chances
arethat you will gain anew aura
of respect by facing up to what
is realy going on and dealing
with it in a clear-cut way. On a
lighter note, holiday plans seem
certain to take off.

SCORPIO (October 24-Novem-
ber 22): Burning the candle at
both ends is a neces-
sity this week for
those who are deter-
mined to see closure
inwork-related i ssues. However,
this should be a temporary state
of affairs and a more relaxed at-
mosphere will prevail as next
weekend approaches. Stick to

your principleswhen acolleague
makes an untoward suggestion.
Don’t cut cornersif you want to
maintain your reputation for
trustworthiness.

SAGITTARIUS (November 23-
December 21): It may fedl asif
there's not much go-
ing on, but action is
slowly stirring behind
the scenes. Your abil-
ity to bein the right place at the
right time will bring some ben-
efit thisweek and there areindi-
cations that you could soon be
splashing out on a new luxury
item. The number 5 will bring
you luck on Tuesday.

CAPRICORN (December 22-
January 20): An abandoned ro-
mantic dream isabout

to re-emerge. Just

when you werethink-

ing that all was lost,

the target of your affections
comes back on the scene. Your
need for security should encour-
ageyou to ask theright questions.
If theanswers arelessthan satis-
factory, you will know how tore-
act. May means fresh starts for
those born under the sign of Cap-
ricorn. Don’t make the wrong
choice.

AQUARIUS (January 21-Febru-
ary 19): If you've
done your home- ~ANAAN/

work, there will be ’\'W

no problemspassing

REAL ESTATE

NATAI BEACH :
CAFE YAMODOD !
KAMALA :

3 RAI Absolute Oceanfront lotsid 8.5 MRAT
J4 RAY Jungle Deeanrview lolsin
3 RAI Stunning Oceanview lofs @ 12.0 M/RAI

B MRAY

Website : www.indigoRE.com

Beach frond affice : Kamala now opaen (next fo Alika)

E-mail : nicki@indigoRE.com

Maoblie ; +66 (0) & 873 2042

the exam. Aquarians who are
well-prepared can expect good
resultsfrom wherever they direct
their energy this week. On the
other hand, if recent hot weather
conditions have encouraged you
to do no more than collapse in
the shade, you could find that
livelier candidates are already at
the winning post. Wear water-
melon red to get into gear.

PISCES (February 20-March
20): Any beachcombing you in-
dulgeinthisweek will

turn up more than just

flotsam and jetsam.
Pisceans who keep

their eyes peeled are

likely to come across something
of value. Inany case, taking regu-
lar long beach walks will help
you get back in shape if you've
been spending too much timein
a horizontal position due to re-
cent boiling temperatures. Tau-
rusisinterested, but isfinding it
difficult to make a move. Just
giveit time.

ARIES (March 21-April 20): You
advantageslieand fol-

week. Most Arians will have no
garding romantic affairs, there's
a coin. Give careful thought to

should be able to see clearly in
which direction your

low through to a satis- I
factory conclusionthis

difficulty rising to the challenges
that May will throw at them. Re-
a choice to be made — and this
shouldn’'t be a matter of tossing
what you expect to get from a
relationship.

View Thailand's
LARGEST
portfolio of
Classified Ads—
more than 2,000
of them —and
place your ad

FREE!

See the
Phuket Gazette
Online at

www.phuketgazette.net

Don’t miss....

Lssues &> Answers

phuketgazette.net/
issuesanswers/index.asp
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ANDREW PARK

Property Agents & Consultants

Land and Villa Sales
Properties For Rent
Villa and Property Management Services
Development or Project Consulting

Let us help you with your property requirements
be they large or small

100,18 Chalermprakiat Road
{an the bypass road just north of Lotus)
Tambon Rassada, Amphur Muang, Phulket §3000
Tel: 66 (76) 354-016 Fax: 66 (F6) 354-019
E-mail: sales@andrewpark-phuket.com
Website: www.andrewpark-phuket.com

lnsomseald [sa (aunuuoe soeuna U0o) awseis 2 o
Happy Road Project mhai Boxing Soi. Bangla, Patong]

Commercial Building
2112 Storeys

Contact

Phuket Simon Cabaret

Tel : O7E 342 114-8, 01-9703140, | ]
01-5352181
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AlllA PHUKET WILLAS

Surprisingly different

In & un'guely new dimend| on

Alifa Hopels & Retoris alfiers yoau an exciting new dimensan In resart ving

- Alile Phussd Willas — & lukuriaus baliday residance yaw cen invel @ and anjoy far & Fltima

Lesated an Kamals Besch af the beginning af Phuket's Tamed “Milligneire’s Mile”, avery detail
of sach 1-storey viilz s designed for your personal comfort and unendirg pleasure with
styfish interiors, conbempardry décor and furmshings. state-of-the.art entertainment features

Wpicioui ouldons fercsbes, sshbathing deck hil privils jsaal

Yyith our prowirg presence in the region sl mceprian af our distrctive lile riyle mxperence,

Alifa Phaket Villas i not just the perfect getaway... (t's 4 first-cass rvestment

www alllaphuketvillas. eoam

Fir msire Infarmacion
Sabes office TH6E Moo 3 Kasals Kethu  Phubst BXI30, Thalasd Phane 66 TE1T 9539 +66 TE1IT 3448
Fax +&b THIT ¥351 Mab +6b 19330 437 +ah 9873 ZETT  seledablaphucrtalizscom  weweablaphuseil lns oo
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Life Home Project’s Fundraising Ball

Help us to build a permanent home
to care for the Thai children and mothers
who are HIV positive.

We urgently seek your help
in donating prizes.
gifts or cash donations for this
very worthy cause.

Thank you for your support!

2™ Annual LHP Fundraising Ball - Saturday. 29 May 2004

For tickets and donations please contact Helene Fallon-Wood at

litehomedoloximmfo.co.th or Ehun Mot on Tel: 076 242 632
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me of the newer mem-

bers of our happy little

ommunity may not be

arethat agiant among

discosonce stood in Patong. And

get this: it was one of the few

places that actually had a disco
license.

That disco was the Shark
Club which wore the mantle of
No 1 place in town. A good job
they did of it, too.

Testament, if needed, is
found on the Internet, where the
place is reviewed and discussed
asif it were still operating.

For avariety of reasons, the
Shark Club was ordered closed.
The venue finally re-opened | ast
year as Star Wars, and then after
a rethink as Star World, and fi-
nally as the Star Club.

It had a bit of a makeover
but nothing as splendid as the
Tiger Pub, which was surprising
as it was owned by the same
people. The Tiger Pub is out-
standing, the Star Club looked
like an afterthought.

Through the changes never
guite managed to regain its posi-
tion at thetop of thetree. Thefact
that they had deaf and tasteless
DJs banging away for the ben-
efit of their friends night after
night did not help.

On the several occasions |
went there, | never saw the DJ
even look at the dance floor to
check whether he was actually
achieving the purpose for which
he was employed — specificaly,
to make peopledance. Hisbooth,
however, was always full of mi-
nor DJsand peopleinwhat | hesi-
tate to call DJ clothing, who al-
wayslooked very impressed with
the obscurity/undanceability of
the tunes he was playing.

All this may be about to
change. A new group of inves
tors has appeared on the scene
and they areashrewd bunch who
have not put afoot wrong in over
15 yearsin Thailand.

First to go were the walls.
They have been opened up with
large windows and the effect is
amazing. Now theclubisclearly

Elsafe

g BTE PS5 Tower 113 A,
Sukharredt 31 B, Aok, Banghkok 10115
Ted ¢ D2-GE0009 Fas | 02-Z553M5
Emadl ! ebafefisale roh

The Shark Is dead.
Long live the Star

visible from the junction of Soi
Bangla and Rat-U-Thit 200 Pi
Rd.

The new music policy is
proper party music, not ramping
up to dance or techno until very
late. Themusicisplayed by aDJ
with the ability todoit, or ispro-
grammed by one of the new part-
ners, aformer Juliana s DJ, until
they find someone suitable.

Ideally, by next high season
they will haverecruited aperson-

With more than 2,000 active classified ads, the
| sLAND TRADER ONLINE
at www.phuketgazette.netis Thailand’'s LARGEST
classified marketplacel

ality DJ who may even talk be-
tween records and have a laugh
with people who are on holiday.

Another immediate change
has been the construction of asu-
per stage, complete with excel-
lent sound and light system, and
big enough to hold the seven-
piece band Modify and their four
gorgeous, well-choreographed
dancers.

Modify are mainly from
Phuket but have beenworkingin
Trang. When | saw them | could
not help but conclude that they
had the most interesting selection
of pants | have ever seen worn
by onebandin one
night. They play a
mixture of pop
classics, current
chart hits and top
Thai tunes. Not a
sign of Hotel Cali-
fornia.

The venue is
now being positioned asPatong’s
next level of entertainment, as
opposed to a pick-up joint. The
managers aim to make it a qual-
ity live music and entertainment
venue, and aready have a pro-

After
DARK

by Sam Vimes

gram of events planned to keep
usamused during thelow season.

The first major event will
the hosting of a concert for one
of the hottest new pop stars,
David “Farang Lang Kwai” (the
farang buffalo rider), who has a
mass following in Isarn. He will
be supported by thelegendary Oy
Khatorn, well known for her
popular sing-along, lighter bal-
lads.

The concert will be from 9
pm on May 14. Take some ear
protectors as the screaming may
bedangerous. | know; | am avet-
eran of the Tik Sherow gig in
Patong a few
months ago.

Inmy travels
through the south
of Thailand, |
have noticed
many of the big
cities have very
large venues with
similar dancing and music on of -
fer, and they are usually fantasti-
cally popular.

The Star Club reminds me
of thosevenues. Entertainment is
key, and it looks like the new

DESENOTE

DESKTOR

PALM B POCKET PC
COMPUTER ACCESSORIES
B ¢ [BowrmesT loor)

ST [ -Raes

Mrshid i

E 0-7431-86347

FD-7a3k-p12
Lea il Bemp) =il g R el pl

management know what they are
doing. | expect this placeto be a
success with the local Thais be-
cause it is a product familiar to
them.

The Western male audience
in Phuket typically go wherethe
Thai girls go, but the new man-
agement is planning a full pro-
gram of events for the high sea-
son that is aimed at also attract-
ing couples and mixed gender
groups.

It's a tough challenge, but
they havethe enthusiasm and tal-
ent to make it happen. The de-
velopment of the massive
Jungceylon hotel and shopping
complex across the road, which
will become the new center of
Patong, will increase their
chances tenfold.

Weall want more entertain-
ment and it’s up to us to support
thosewho endeavor to provideit.
See you there.

Kagd rg Ad Be O ket
Gazette I nvestigation Team

Special Reports—Only In
The Phuket Gazette
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Hidden Words

Hidden in the grid below are the names of at least 25
vegetables. The words may read vertically, horizontally
or diagonally. They may also read right-to-left or down-

to-up. Seeif you can find morethan your family or
friends. Score: Morethan 10, good; morethan 15,
very good; 25 or more, excellent.
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Brain Buster!!

Mel Colly stared through the dirty soot-smeared
window on the 26th floor of the office tower.
Overcome with depression he dlid the window open
and jumped through it. It was a sheer drop outside

the building to the ground. Miraculoudly after he

landed he was completely unhurt. Since there was

nothing to cushion hisfall or slow his descent, how
could he have survived?

"apisul padwin[ pue mopuim ayl pauado ay ‘Buiysem
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ANSWERS TO LAST WEEK’S
MONSTER QUIZ

1. King Oliver; 2. Pi; 3. Duff; 4. Tongan; 5. Doris Day; 6.
Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria; 7. Iran; 8. Russia; 9.
Andrew Johnson; 10. Edinburgh Castle; 11. Pete Sampras; 12.
Dieinaplanecrash; 13. United Arab Emirates; 14. Hank Aaron;
15. Tobacco; 16. Gl Joe; 17. Missouri; 18. Bank of America; 19.
William Hogarth; 20. 1994.

Get your brain (3,
j ith L
in gear wi o
The Monster Quiz -9
1. Whatisthecorrectword 8. Who lost the Punic Wars Switzerland and Austria?
for the small metal hoop against Rome?
that supports a lamp- 16. Vexillology is the study
shade? 9.  When did the Han dynasty of what?
come to power in China?
2. Fromwhat language does 17. Which country’s flag
theword “teak” derive?  10. WhowassworninasVice- consists of vertical bars
President of the USA in of black, yellow and red?
3. Who discovered Penicil- 1953?
lin? 18. In which country would
11. Which US state is known you find the Ophthalmia
4.  Which movie won best as The Bluegrass State? Range of mountains?
picture and best actor
Oscarsin 1967? 12. What is the capital of 19. Who was chess world
Macedonia? champion from 1972 to
5.  And who was the actor? 1975?
13. What happened there on
6. Which rock star’s real July 26, 1963? 20. Which movie had the
nameis Gordon Sumner? alternative title, How |
14. Whose son was kidnapped Learned To Sop Worrying
7. In1977, 582 people died by Bruno Hauptmann? And Love The Bomb?
inacollision between two
Boeing 747s. Where? 15. Which country is between Answers next week.
Across
1. Arcticor Indian, for
example.
4. Capital of India.
8. Anti-aircraft fire.
9. Rapidly pulsing light.
10. Donkey.
11. Thaksin and Chuan,
for example.
14. Birds eement.
15. Tripoli inhabitant,
perhaps.
16. Dry.
17. Daft.
18. Gardeners’ enemies. organs.
6. Sleeping through the !ﬂ
Down winter. Provadigr the beel e solufions
_ 7. Attacker. =
2. San Franciscan, for 12. Home of Aridl ACCOUNTING
i . ‘ TAX SERVICES
3. Notacid. 13. Printer’sblue.
5. Bat'sprimary sensory Solution next week. Tax planning services
Payroll processing services
Thal Tax Course 4 Forelgners
World-class
8 ﬂ g Accounting Sofitware
S0 ;
s$: sage
S0
i g Phuket:0 7624 4993
o ® O Blk-1) 2948 9793 Pralliry: ) 7837 8178
m -y ]-'mail:inrr.-ﬁll:h.a.ixrmmlhp;.-mm
TL L LR TP s [T Pt |
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Name: Patcharawadee Sintusiri
Age: 21

Origin: Krabi

Job: Student

If | could phone anyone, the
first and last one would be the
Lord. | am just curious to know
why he doesn’t alow all people
to be equally rich. Then, |
would probably ask him for his
holy blessing to make every-
body have peaceful lives, with
no more killings or fighting.
Thiswould be fair, and we
would all gain merit.

HEARD& scene

The Gazette's Rittiwat Suwannar attaphum and Athairat M uangkong went out and about
and asked:* If you could telephone anyone, who would it be —and why?”

Name: Kanoknart Ramna
Age: 21

Origin: Phuket

Job: Student

If | could phone anybody, |
think | would call myself —in
the future. | would bombard my
future-self with aload of
guestions, mostly about how
my life will turn out. And one
must-ask question would be
whether or not | could have a
romantic moment with Keanu
Reeves. | hope the answer will
bea“yes’.

Name: Tanja Hinsch
Age: 20

Origin: Denmark
Job: Student

If | could call anybody, | would
call Superman. | would tell him
that although he is a super hero
of great fame, he looks rather
ridiculous wearing bright red
tights. | would invite him to my
place for advice on better
dressing. This could improve
hisimage, and perhaps, with
redesigned red pants, turn him
into afashion icon.

Name: Sunthorn Sae-Eaw
Age: 19

Origin: Phuket

Job: Chef

If | could phone anybody, it
would be Prince William of
England. There's probably a
long line of women flirting with
him. | would ask him how he
takes care of his body and why
he projects so much charm.
When | have thisinformation,
half of the women in the world
would probably form a queue
asking me to marry them.

Name: Chris Woodward
Age: 48

Origin: England

Job: Carpenter

If | could phone anyone, the
first that springs to mind would
be my 25-year-old daughter,
Enni. While | am on vacation,
she might be having a party at
my apartment. It would be
really scary if | could hear
chattering and noise. | would
beg her not to ravage my
apartment — | just don’t want to
be homeless.

News stories | woul

ere are some imagi-

nary news stories |

wish the paperswould

run. They won't, of
course, because the stories are
false. But, hey, aguy can dream,
can't he?

MINISTER DENIES NEW
SONGKRAN POLICY: The
Minister of Social Control, Phari-
see Savonarolakul, today denied
rumors that her ministry is con-
sidering anew policy with regard
to Songkran celebrations.

“Our current policy will be
in force for the foreseeable fu-
ture,” Minister Pharisee af-
firmed. “That is to discourage
peoplefrom drinking whiledriv-
ing during Songkran, becausetoo

TSOWNDINGS
]
By S. TSOW

many people are getting killed.”

The rumors, which Khun
Pharisee dismissed as “mali-
cious, frivolous, and ill-inten-
tioned,” say that the ministry
plans to drop the policy for the
following reasons:

w

GOURMET HOME SERVICE
FOR THE FINEST KITCHENS IN PHUKET

MNow, you can order from our extensive range of
imported gourmet food and local items and have
them delivered to your managed villa estate or
private home. Beel, Veal, Lamb, Pork, Poultry,
Seafood, Cheese, Ham, Vegetables & Wines,

A TARORTBRS |

For a product list please contact:
Tel: 076-253024-9 Fax: 076-216425
Email: salespmif@phuket. ksc.co.th

During Songkran, smart
people stay home. Anybody who
goes out on the streets is stupid.
Anybody who drinks and drives
is even more stupid. So it is ac-
tually the stupid people who are
getting killed.

This trend is not to be dis-
couraged. Killing off large num-
bers of stupid people during
Songkran will result in asmarter
gene pool and amore intelligent
population.

Minister Pharisee dismiss-
ed the rumors by saying, “Bal-
derdash, poppycock, and twad-
dle. Our government hasno prob-
lem with the current gene pool.
After all, it produces people who
vote for us.

“And it's not true that only
stupid people go outside during
Songkran. Why, the entire cabi-
net went out this past Songkran,
and look how smart we are.”

US GOVT MULLS NEW IM-
MIGRATION RULES: The US
Immigration and Naturalization
Servicetoday would neither con-
firm nor deny reports of new re-
strictionsto be placed onincom-
ing tourists. It hasalready drawn
flak from several governments
who are upset at its new policy
of fingerprinting and photograph-
ing new arrivals.
“Wearecurrently consider-
ing the possibility of requiring
incoming touriststo provide stool
samples immediately upon ar-
rival,” an anonymous source re-
ported. “ Thisisbecause we have
learned that stool samples of ter-
rorists contain a significantly
larger percentage of adrenaline
than those of non-terrorists.

d liketo see

“Targeting their stools
gives us a potent new weapon
against terrorists. New arrivals
whose stool samples show ahigh
amount of adrenalinewill be de-
tained for thorough questioning,”
he added.

When asked if tourists
could bring their own samples
with them from abroad, the
sourcesaid, “No, Wedon't know
whose stools they might be car-
rying. But if we take samples on
the spot, carefully monitored by
skilled excrementologists, we
will know exactly where they
come from.”

Asked what would happen
to tourists who were unable to
produce stools on demand, the
source smiled and held up an en-
emakit.

US GOVT POO-POOS NEW
CONSPIRACY THEORY: A
White House spokesman, Scott
McClellan, today scoffed at a
conspiracy theory currently be-
ing bruited about on the Al-
Jazeera television network.

Many Iragisbelievethat the
suicide bombings and other at-
tacks on Coalition forces
throughout Iraq are actually be-
ing encouraged by the Coalition
Provisional Authority.

“Why would we do that?’
McClellan asked at a press con-
ference. “How stupid do you
think we are?Wait, don’t answer
that question.”

Sheikh Yabooty, the leader
of the Iragi dissident group Al-
Foofaraw, has suggested that the
American government, far from
having its head stuck in a dark
and shameful place, is acting

with hitherto unprecedented
subtlety and guile.

But he put it somewhat
more bluntly: “Boosh not stupid.
Or maybe Boosh stupid but
Cheney, Rumsfeld not. They
make Iragiskill American troops
and other Iragis. This give Am-
ericans excuse to say, ‘OK, we
give up, we go home.’

“Then big trouble in Iraqg.
Sunniskill Shia, Shiakill Sunnis,
everybody kill Kurds. Governing
Council run away to luxury vil-
las on Riviera.

“Everything big mess. Fi-
nally terrorists take control, set
up government, rule lrag.

“All terrorists happy. Os-
ama and Al-Qaeda come out of
cavesin Afghanistan, ridein tri-
umph into Baghdad. Hamas,
Hezbollah, Al-AgsaMartyrsBri-
gade, Islamic Jihad —all terrorist
groups come to Baghdad, have
big party.

“Nomusic, just lots of yell-
ing. No dancing, just terrorists
kissing each other and firing guns
in air. No alcohol, just tea and
coffee. No women, just sheep.
Some party, you betcha.

“Then, while party going
on, America nuke Baghdad. All
terrorists wiped out. George
Boosh happy, win election. Am-
ericans make him king for life,”
he concluded.

Despite McClellan’s dis-
missal of this theory as “pure
hogwash,” US Secretary of State
Colin Powell was overheard to
mutter, “We should be so smart.”

S Tsow can be flamed at stsow
@yahoo.com, except when he's
providing stool samples.
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Brilliant

wor k of

demented genius

riters  Ernest

Hemingway and

H L Mencken

considered Mark
Twain'sHuckleberry Finn asthe
great American novel. Thetra-
dition of an adolescent narrator
spinning histaleloosely contin-
ued in such disparate novels as
J D Salinger’'s Catcher in the
Rye and Harper Lee's To Kill a
Mockingbird.

Thisgenre hasnow reach-
ed its apotheosis
with DBC Pierre’'s
Vernon God Little
(Faber and Faber,
London, 2003,
279pp).

Thisisadaz-
zling pinwheel of a
novel, outsized,
profane, farcical,
wacky, brutal, poi-
ghant, tender, and
howlingly funny.

The narrator
is a 15-year-old
schoolboy from a
small Texas town whose best
friendisa“Meskin” boy named
Jesus Navarro who one day
shoots dead 16 of his high
school classmates before turn-
ing the rifle on himself.

You know you're in the
hands of a demented genius
when the novel openslikethis:

“It's hot as hell in Marti-
rio, but the papers on the porch
areicy with the news ... It tells
you normal timesjust ran howl-
ing from town. Probably for-
ever. God knows| tried my best
to learn the ways of thisworld,
even had inklings we could be
glorious; but after
al that's happen-
ed, theinklesain't
easy anymore. |
mean — what kind
of f—en life is
this?’

F—en s
Vernon's favorite
word. The novel
openswith himin
the town jail, be-
ing questioned 5
about his friend-
ship with Jesus.
The town has been taken over
by an unruly mob of cable news
camerateamsand tabloid hacks.
Pressured on al sides, Vernon
dreams of escape over the bor-
der to Mexico.

Eulalio (Lally, Lalito)
Ledesma is a TV camera re-
pairman who has stolen amini-
cam and passes himself off as
a CNN reporter.

He latches on to Vernon
and to Vernon’swidowed mom
who, like nearly everyone else
inthisnovel, isobese, dim-wit-
ted, greedy, self-obsessed, and
aslavetothe TV tabloids.

Eulalio moves steadily up
through achain of women ashe
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By James Eckardt

VERNON GOD

LITTLE

P O L T

develops himself into aone-man
media conglomerate.

Vernon is passed on to a
demented shrink named Dr
Oliver Goosens and flees from
asuspiciousrectal examination.
Packing up his few belongings
for his flight to Mexico, he de-
cides on his CDs of Willie
Nelson, Waylon Jennings and
Hank Williams.

“1 kept them because those
boys have seen some shit — hell,
al they sing is a
bout the shit
they’ve seen; you
just know they
woke up plenty of
times on awooden
floor somewhere,
with 90 flavors of
trouble riding on
their ass. Thedlide-
guitar understands
your trouble. Then
al you need is the
beer.”

He takes a
busdown to Hous-
ton to see Taylor Figueroa, afirst-
year collegegirl heidolizes, then
makes it across the border to
Mexico. Broke, he sells every-
thing he owns in a cantina.
Which leads to this scene:

“Don’'t f—en ask me when
the first tequila arrived. Sud-
denly, later in life, glass-clear
skies swim through the open side
of the bar, with stars like drop-
letson aspider’sweb, and | find
myself smoking sweet, oval-
shaped cigarettes called Delica-
dos, apparently from my own
pack. I’'m loaded off my ass.
These guys mustaches are up
where their hair
should be, and
huge f—ken caves
are howling under-
neath, full of gold
and tonsils, just
look at them, sing-
ing their hearts
out.”

Meanwhile, a
conspiracy of dun-
ces has plastered
Vernon's face all
over TV, accusing
him not only of be-
ing an accomplice in the massa-
cre but also of 18 other murders
while he's been in Mexico. Be-
trayed by Taylor Figueroa, he
winds up on Death Row.

It is only here, toward the
end of the novel, that Vernon re-
turns to the day of the massacre
and we learn what had driven
Jesus Navarro over the edge.

The end is a little too pat,
just as the arrival of Tom Saw-
yer spoilsthe end of Huckleberry
Finn. But this novel is a tower-
ing achievement.

And | only learned after
reading this masterpiece that it
won the 2003 Booker Prize. And
most deservedly so.
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try to refrain from standing

on a soapbox and expound-

ing my prejudices in this

column because| tend to get
wobbly and dlip off. Metaphori-
cally and physically.

Thisweek, though, | would
like to bend your ear with afew
observations about events that
may affect Phuket’sfuturein pro-
found ways. Or | may have had
too much ma muang and fallen
into acolumnist’sclammy klong.
You decide.

The Software Industry Pro-
motion Agency (Sipa) kicked off
itsactivitiesin Phuket with aday-
long Software Business Seminar
a couple of weeks ago.

The seminar outlined a se-
riesof activitiesand goalswhich,
with abit of luck and alot of hard
work, could finally make the
phrase “Cyber Paradise” more
than acynical sigh.

Let'sfaceit. Phuket doesn’t
hold legions of university-train-
ed, English-adept computer sa-
vants. we'll never be ableto com-
pete on that score with, let’s say,
Bangalore.

Phuket doesn’'t enjoy 8
Mbpsof broadband readily avail-
ablein every nook and cranny of
theidand: that’sHong Kong. We
don’t have the mountains of capi-
tal and marketing savvy available
in, oh, Singapore.

But Phuket does have one
huge advantage over all those
places. It can be summarized in
a simple question: Given the
choice, who the hell would live
in Bangalore, Hong Kong or
Singapore, when they could live
in Phuket?

That's where we have the
competition beat cold. Our great-
est strength. The one areawhere
Phuket leavesall the other Cyber
Centersin the dust.

Sipa, as a government ag-
ency, works with the Board of
Investment. The Bol’s primetask
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According to the Communication Authority of Thailand’s
official Internet map, all the country’s data gets routed
through Bangkok. Could Sipa/Phuket break the logjam?

Morch THH.

Sipa: Gearing up for
agreat leap forward?

support efforts to our sunny
isles. Rather, the big boom will
come from within — small,
scrappy, companies with great
ideas and little or no capital,
ready to try new approaches —
the kind of environment that
will bring sustainablegrowthin
employment, for foreignersand
Thais alike.

But that ain’'t Bol terri-
tory. At least traditionally, Bol
has gone after the big fish.

Sipa needs to work with
the big companies, sure, but it

is to bring big also needs to
business to , make the Phu-
Thalandbyus KHUNWOODY'S ket playing
ing corporate AN  ficld inviting
tax incentives, COM PUTER tolotsof smal-
providing help ler companies.

setting up manufacturing sites,
reducing import tariff on im-
ported manufacturing egquipment,
and the like.

Of course, Sipaisinterested
in bringing traditional Bol-sized
corporations to Phuket: an IBM
development center, or a Micro-
soft team (for, say, Xbox games,
or Windows Mobile platform
support), maybe a J2ME Java
mobile application center (Mc-
Nealy should spread some of
those two billion Microsoft
bucksout herewherethe, uh, Sun
shines, eh?).

Landing a big-name soft-
ware company through mega-Bol
incentives would do much to put
Phuket on the global software de-
velopment map.

But inthelong term, in my
opinion anyway, Phuket standsto
benefit the most from cultivating
abig bunch of small companies:
a thousand points of software
entrepreneurial light, if youwill.

The largest growth in the
software business in Phuket
won’t come from big companies
moving their development and

Most surprising: based on what
I’ ve seen, Sipaseemsto under-
stand this.

The Software Business
Seminar addressed many of the
issues that face small software
startups. quick visas and work
permits for techies; “scaling
down” Bol requirements and
making them more software-
company friendly; easy access
to high-quality training; help
with marketing.

One of the main objec-
tives presented by Sipa: “To at-
tract foreign as well as local
software specialists who are
Phuket lovers to invest and
work in Phuket.”

That draws a double-
thumbs-up from my direction.

While I’m on the subject,
there’'s an interesting opportu-
nity awaiting Sipain Phuket —
atruelitmustest of Sipa'snear-
term capabilities.

At thismoment, all major
high-speed Internet lines carry-
ing data on and off the island
go through Bangkok. Many
people believe that the peren-

nial slowdowns we see here are
dueto Bangkok sucking up band-
width, leaving those of us “up-
country” to fight over the dregs.

Few people realize that the
Internet backbone, in fact, runs
near Phuket’s shores: there’s no
technical reason for Phuket’sbits
to run upstream to the congestion
in Krung Thep.

Wecould, at |least intheory,
tap directly into the Internet back-
bone and start the island sipping
directly from the cyber fire hy-
drant. There are monumental po-
litical hurdlesto clear, to besure.

But | wonder if Sipawill be
ableto get Phuket linked directly
to the backbone?

Time will tell.

Wbody Leonhard has written a
number of books in the “ ...for
Dummies’ series on computing.
Contact himby email to: woody@
khunwoody.com
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Time to ban Banglatraffic

It's happened before and, in this perilous world, it will probably
happen again — the jitters that Phuket suffers when anything related
to terrorism happens within a few thousand miles of the island.

Thisis not to say that the jitters are unjustified. In the after-
math of the destruction of the World Trade Center, local hotheads
told the Gazette that if the US attacked Afghanistan, local Muslims
would target Westerners for retaliation.

After the Bali bombing, the foreign ministries of many coun-
tries advised their nationals to avoid or at least be very careful in
Phuket, especialy in Patong, which was perceived (because of its
supposed similarity to Kuta) as the next potential target for Jemaah
Islamiyah bombers. In both cases nothing happened.

Now the separatist organization Bersatu has issued awarning
that foreigners should stay away from the five southernmost prov-
incesof Thailand and “the neighbour provinces (Phuket, Phang Nga,
Krabi, Pattalung)”. Whilethereisno explicit threat of violence, there
isan implicit one.

So Phuket is once again on high alert. The governor has or-
dered al government offices to leave the lights on all night, police
have been moved to night duty, and security has been beefed up at
important places, such as the airport and tourist sites.

Yet again, however, one simple tactic to make potential bomb-
ers’ jobs more difficult has not been employed: making Soi Bangla
pedestrians-only.

Bar ownersin Patong were recently asked by policeto keep an
eye out for motorbikes left unattended, particularly the newer mod-
elsthat have enough space under the seat for storing a crash helmet.
Thisis certainly an sign that the police consider bombs driven into
Bangla a genuine threat. Yet the road has not been closed to traffic.

True, the tourist season is winding down, but Soi Bangla at
night is still the place with the highest concentration of “soft tar-
gets” — people — on the island.

Barring traffic has the added attraction that it would make Soi
Banglaamuch more pleasant placeto frequent. A temporary ban on
traffic could easily be turned into a permanent one.

This suggestion has been made time and again, and the only
opponents appear to be the tuk-tuk and motorbike taxi drivers who
feel they have something to loseif barred from driving along Bangla

Canthisreally bethereason the provincial government has not
implemented a traffic ban? Are the interests of a small group to be
protected at the expense of the potential deaths of hundreds?

— The Editor
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Let}ers

The Gazetteis pleased to receive mail from read-
ers. Please write to us at 367/2 Yaowarat Rd,
Amphur Muang, Phuket 83000, fax to 076-213971
or send an email to editor@phuketgazette.net

Dog rapist deserves
full shame treatment

The European “anima” in Ka-
malawho sexually abused a dog
for six months needsto be named
and shamed.

At the very least he should
be made aware that other people
know of his depravity.

Congratul ations and thanks
must go to Khun Gaew and the
Soi Dog Foundation for rescuing
and taking care of the unfortunate
dog.

o Alistair Beveridge
Phuket

Puzzling decisions
on home owner ship

After reading Secret of transpar-
ency [Gazette, May 1-7], | would
like to relate my recent experi-
ence.

My wifeand | are building
a house in Chalong. Following
legal advice, my wife owns the
land and | have two signed, reg-
istered, back-to-back 30-year
leases on the land.

Late last year | had plans
drawn up using areputable, well-
established Thai architect, who
currently has many sizable pro-
jects on Phuket.

When he submitted the
plans for approval by Chalong
Tambon Administration Organi-
zation [OrBorTor], | asked that
they beregistered in my name as
I will own the house.

After several weeks of de-
lay, the OrBorTor replied that |
could not register the plansin my
name because | was not a resi-
dent of Thailand.

My architect was most sur-
prised. He had just submitted
plans on behalf of two other for-
eigners, in Laguna and Cherng
Talay, who had their plans ap-
proved and registered in their
names without delay or hassle.
Neither foreigner had aresidence
permit.

| wasnot going to challenge
the Chalong OrBor Tor decision,
asthiswould likely have delayed
the plansfrom being approved at
all and could well have caused
“technical problems’ later on.

But | find it very hard to
accept that one government of -
ficer has the power to interpret
the law as he or she thinks fit.
How can it be that a person can
do one thing in one district, yet
is not allowed to do the same
thing in another?

Homeless in Chalong

| nter net connections
—astep back in time

Nearly five months after the gov-
ernment promised fast and cheap
Internet connections, the cost of
a reasonably fast connection in
Phuket is between five and eight
timesmore expensivethaninthe
US or Europe. When will we get
these ADSL linesat areasonable
price?

Doesthe government think
it can get IT-related businesses
to cometo Phuket when they will
haveto step back fiveor six years
in time? Fiber optics cost the
same in Thailand as everywhere
else, so what's the reason for the
high price?

Who isgetting all the mon-
ey made on the ADSL lines?
Someone must be making plenty.

The next time the people

with your views for publication in our next issue.
We reserve the right to edit all letters. Pseud-
onyms are acceptable only if your full name and
address are supplied.

advocating an IT future for
Phuket visit Singapore, someone
should also show them what a
really fast Internet connection

looks like.
Karsten

Phuket

More must bedone
on Phuket security

It'sreassuring that the authorities
are making a serious effort to
safeguard people, property and
investorsafter therecent violence
in the southern provinces.

But what about the vulner-
able tourist spotsin Phuket? For
example Soi Bangla—surely it's
timeto makeit apedestrian zone,
to at least minimize the risks.

What about reassuring us
that the emergency services can
cope with amajor incident? Are
there enough hospital beds and
trained medical staff?

If anything happens in
Phuket, even a minor incident,
then the tourist industry here is
finished. It's on the decline a-
ready. The economy will be fin-
ished and the unrest and prob-
lems of the deep south provinces
will quickly surfaceall acrossthe
region, because without tourist
revenue these provinces have
little else.

Perhaps we shouldn’t be
surprised about the apparent lack
of vision from local governors
when the same naivety is dem-
onstrated by the national govern-
ment.

| hear so many times of
Thailand’s desire to be like Ma-
laysia or Singapore. Indonesia
would be a better comparison.

Paul Brent
Phuket

L etters conveying views and suggestions are published here. Those seeking comment from government
officials and/or business ownersare published in Issues & Answers on the facing page.
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GRIPING AT THE GRASSROOTS

was born in Khok Makham, Rawai’s

village 2. | had to stop studying at

grade seven because my parents had

so many childrento take care of. Cur-
rently, | operate a small beverage stand
and beach lounger/umbrella operation at
Na Harn beach. | have been doing this
for 10 years. | can make some money do-
ing this, especially in high season when
many visitors come to Nai Harn.

Na Harnwasvery different 10 years
ago. There were far fewer vendors back
then. It will be alright, however, as long
as they are organized properly, because
there are more tourists now than there
werein the past.

In the beginning, OrBorTor Rawai
had their peoplelook after the trash situa-
tion on Nai Harn Beach, which is espe-
cially bad during the monsoon season.
Local vendors and beach-chair operators
pitched in and helped out.

Later, the OrBorTor told us they
didn't have enough staff to take care of
the entire Nai Harn area. But thisis our
place of business, so if we don't keep it
clean, who will?

Our beach guard also keeps an eye
out to make sure tourists are safe, and we
have assisted the police in catching
thieves.

Last year, my wife and | saw a pair
of suspiciouscharactersand reported them
to the police, who were able to apprehend
them after they snatched the bag of afor-
eigner —aswe thought they might. Wedid
this because we don’t want Nai Harn to
become a hangout for criminals.

When | find something wrong in
Rawal, | report it to the OrBorTor. | expect
them to at least listen to our problems, but
they don’'t seem to care about us much. We
aways get the same answer: that they do

Thailand’s constitution mandates devolu-
tion of power to local bodies, but many
government critics feel the present admin-
istration is doing just the opposite -
strengthening Bangkok’s already powerful
grip over the provinces and denying citi-
zens the right to take part in their own gov-

ernment.

One man who believes that the voice
of the common man is being given scant
attention, even at the most basic grassroots
level of government, is Nai Harn villager

Somphot Maneestri.

Feeling his community’s needs have
been largely ignored by the Tambon Rawai
Administration Organization (OrBorTor
Rawai), he has initiated his own Orchid
Project to undertake small-scale public
works projects that he feels the OrBorTor

should be responsible for.

But his group’s work has received a
rather frosty reception from some members
of OrBorTor Rawai, an organization he once
campaigned for a seat on — but failed to
win. Now he is running for the village head-

man in Rawai village 2.

FIRST
PERSON

not have enough staff or budget.

So we set up our own group, the
Orchid Group, to do suchwork. Thereare
about 15 of us, al Rawai residents.

Even without much of a budget or
manpower we can make adifference, such
as when we cleaned soil and debris from
the roadside drainage ditch in front of
Sawang-Arom temple, which is prone to
flooding during the rainy season. We never
saw an OrBorTor team dealing with that
problem, even though the flooding dam-
ages the road.

When we asked the OrBorTor to fix
it, they said they didn’t have the budget. |

never know how they spend their budget.
They don't do what they should do, such
as deal with the garbage problem. Many
people know this.

The Orchid Group keeps an eye on
Rawai. We spruce up public areas on
weekends, even though we have no fund-
ing. We don’'t do it just for village 2, but
in al of Rawai’s villages. We don't dis-
criminate between Buddhist and Muslim,
because we are al Thais.

But whenever | suggest to officias
that thingsare not in proper condition they
treat me with contempt, as if | am their
enemy. With our activities to improve

Rawai, we were seen astoo assertive. But
| don’'t think | will bein danger for doing
the things that should really be the
OrBorTor’s responsibility. | am a Rawai
native and | see them as my brothers.

Last year | ran for an OrBorTor
Rawal seat, but | was not successful. But
| introduced myself to the people and |
think | got positive feedback.

This year, | will run for Village 2
headman to replace Sin Ponrop, who will
retire on August 28.

Our first priority is garbage. The
OrBorTor hasbeen unableto deal withthis
problem. We often found mysterious gar-
bage bags dumped in our village. Later,
we found out that they came from houses
in Nai Harn that are not served by the
OrBorTor garbage collectors.

| expect the OrBorTor to figure out
what the real problems are before doing
work on projectsthat Rawai doesn’t need.
After they meet, we want to know what
they plan to do.

In my experience, the common man
is a“nobody” in the eyes of community
leaders. When | asked apast village head-
man to sign aland document, he kept post-
poning it. Later, | had to go over his head
toget it approved, and then he complained
that | had done so.

That's why | want to get some au-
thority. The job of headman is to serve
the people, listen to their problems and
keep them informed.

If | am elected headman, | will con-
tinue the activities that our group is do-
ing, but | will be able to serve the com-
munity in an official capacity aswell.

If | fail, I will continue to work for
people with Orchid Group. | just want to
keep my home village of Rawai well-
maintained. That's my only concern.

L ousy Internet connection

| ssu
ANSWERS

Why do | have to dial up 17
times, at any time of the day, to
get online with KSC, |-Net or
EnjoyNet? Or, in fact, any 1SP?
Is it a case of not enough mo-
dems, or lack of bandwidth, or
over-subscription?
Android Humanoid
Rawai

Penwipa Pianchob, M etropoli-
tan Support Manager of In-
ternet Thailand PublicCoLtd,
replies:

If we know your login
name, the I-Net dial-up humber
that you use and the error mes-
sages you are getting, these will
help us figure out the problems
more easily.

We have checked if we
have any of the problems you
mentioned and have found that,
in Phuket, wedo not. In addition,
our modems in Phuket are all
working fine.

Therearefour [-Net dial-up
numbers in Phuket, as follows:
076-232212 and 076-233331
(56k connectionsfor TT& T sub-
scribers), and 076-357888 and
076-360036 (56k connectionsfor
TOT subscribers).

There can be many reasons
for dial-up connection problems.
These include incorrectly set
properties for dial-up network-

ing, poor telephone lines, or a
malfunctioning modem or mo-
dem driver. We need to have
more details in order to solve
your problem. Please contact our
call center at 076-210656.

Weer apong Anakewongsawat,
Support Technician at | nter net
K SC Phuket, replies:

There arethree numbersfor
connection to KSC in Phuket.
These are 076-358000, 076-
360222 and 076-360555. The
problemsmay be from poor tele-
phonelinesor linescarrying alot
of traffic. Your computer should
show a code or error message
giving the reason you couldn’t
connect.

Most probably the diffi-
culty isdueto abusy line so you
can change to use another num-
ber from the three that we have.
We will increase the telephone
lines in the future if those three
numbers get too busy.

The contact numbers for
technical support are 076-214496
and 076-214497.

Utaiwan Bua-ngam, Customer
Service Officer of Professional
Computing System Co Ltd
(EnjoyNet), replies:

There are many possible
reasons for your problem, but |

think it may come downto busy
lines.

We have three access num-
bers for the Phuket area — 076-
233299, 076-360000 and 076-
360055. If you find that one of
them is busy, you can use one of
the others.

For moreinformation about
technical support for EnjoyNet
call 076-355501. To help ussolve
the problem, tell us your user
name and the error number or

message.

Want to know how to get something done? Can’t
understand some of the dafter things that seem
to go on in Phuket? Want to pitch an idea to
Phuket’s authorities or institutions? Then this is
the forum for you. Submit your queries or
suggestions to us and we’ll ask the appropriate
people to respond to them.

Write to: The Phuket Gazette, 367/2 Yaowarat Rd, Muang,
Phuket 83000. Fax 076-213971, or submit your issue at
www.phuketgazette.net

Ex-bosswon’t pay what he owes

| worked for awell-known prop-
erty firmin November and early
December last year.

While | was there, | paid
out-of-pocket to buy somethings
the company needed. | was told
by my ex-boss that | would be
reimbursed from the petty cash
account.

| left the company over
three months ago and | haven’t
heard anything about my money
from my ex-boss since then.

I have evidence of the pur-
chases in the form of receipts
from the shops where the items
were bought.

What do the laws say about

thiskind of problem? Now that |
am no longer an employee, can |
gtill complain to the Labor Of-
fice?
Will | ever get my money
back?
Ex-employee

Rungsan | msomphot, Chief of
the Phuket Office of Labor
Protection and Welfare, re-
plies:

Our office cannot help you
because you have already left
your job with the company and
becauseyou voluntarily agreed to
pay for theitemswhileyou were
there.

That was a personal agree-
ment between yourself and your
ex-boss, unrelated to your terms
of employment.

However, if you bring the
receipt to me | will call your ex-
boss, discussthisissuewith him,
and try towork out an agreement.

If this fails, however, your
only legal recourseistofilecivil
charges with the Provincial
Court.

It will take along time for
the case to be heard and you will
need to pay attorney fees. This
probably won't be worth it for
you if the amount you feel you
are owed issmall.
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Down-under relations come out on top

had an important meeting on April

20 with visiting Australian Ambas-

sador Miles Kupa. We discussed se-

curity issues affecting Australian
residents of Phuket as well as trade be-
tween our two countries.

Onthefirst point, | assured him that
Phuket is dedicated to ensuring security,
law and and order for all. Our efforts ex-
tend to transport on theisland and to other
provinces, and to a wide range of other
places frequented by foreigners, includ-
ing hotels, hospitals and entertainment
areas.

Thusfar, the province has been able
to provide safety and security for both resi-
dentsand foreign visitorsto a satisfactory
level. Security officials also check ve-
hicles coming onto theisland at Tah Chat
Chai for bombs and other threats to secu-
rity, and English-language newsis broad-
cast on both radio and TV.

In April we conducted a special
training session on rescuing hostages and
dealing with other such emergency situa-
tions. This session also included the cor-
rect way to disseminate information re-
lating to the current troubles in the
troubled southern border provinces.

Trade and investment issues were
also discussed. Thismonth, Prime Minis-
ter Thaksin Shinawatrawill travel to Aus-
tralia to sign the Thai-Australian Free
Trade Agreement, which goes into effect
as of January 1, 2005.

Under the terms of this agreement,
Australiawill eliminate tariffs on 83% of
Thai exports, including vegetables, fruit,
pre-packaged foods, jewelry, small cars,
pick-up trucks and many more. Further
tariff reductionswill follow, with taxeson
all Thai exportsto Australia being elimi-

nated over a 10-year period.

Thailand will initially
reduce the duty on 50% of
Australian imports, with all
tariffson Australian imports
eliminated within 20 years.

We discussed ways to
increase trade by establish-
ing a greater number of di-
rect air links between Phuket
and pointsin Audtrdia. If we
can accomplish this, con-
sumer costs on Australian
goods sold in Phuket should
decrease as a result of lower transport
costs. This is because, at present, many
of the Australian products coming here
must be transshipped through Bangkok.

Current trade between Phuket and
Australiais 11.6 billion baht a year, with
Phuket exporting 9.9 billion baht and im-
porting 1.7 million baht. Phuket's main
export to Australia is tin, while imports
include sailboats and rubber products.

Australian investment in Phuket for
thefirst quarter of 2004 was over 10 mil-
lion baht, mostly in the real estate, food
and beverage, and import-export sectors.

Phuket’s expanding health-tourism
industry, which features excellent health-
care facilities and spas, can attract Aus-
tralian tourists. This growing industry
would benefit from increased marketing
in Australia, and any government support
or assistance for this effort would be ben-
eficial.

I think we should support efforts to
increase contacts between potential Thai
and Australian investors, especialy inin-
dustries where each can benefit from the
other’s expertise, such as the cultured
pearl and wine industries. Phuket busi-

THE GOVERNOR’S

I
LETTER

nesses could also benefit
from Australian know-
how in quality-control,
product development and
manufacturing.

Education is an-
other important issue,
and the Australian gov-
ernment promotes the
education of Thai stu-
dentsin its country.

| would also like to
see Phuket benefit from
Australian expertise in
aquaculture, and | asked the Ambassador
to consider cooperating in establishing a
marine science faculty at the Prince of
Songkhla University’s Phuket Campus.

He replied that there is a university
in Queensland that has great expertisein
thisarea, and | am hopeful hewill respond
to my request to help establish ties be-
tween the two institutions.

Long-term approach: After six months
as CEO Governor of Phuket, | still cannot
point with pride to any single project that
has been successfully completed, because
all thework | haveinitiatedis part of long-
term development goals for the province.
One area that requires such a long-
term effort is the island's public water
supply. | have tried to improve public
water supply by having theIrrigation De-
partment construct the new reservoir [in
Thalang]. Not only am | working with
them to expand service, but also to up-
gradethe quality of water provided. Even-
tualy, | would like to see al Phuket resi-
dents enjoying potable tap water.
Sanitation isanother important long-
term goal. | will organize a campaign to

make garbage collection the primary goal
of al local administrations.

While the province will lead this ef-
fort, funding must comefrom loca admin-
istration budgets. Local leaders want the
province to buy garbage trucks for them
or construct incinerators, but | don't agree
with this. | think all residents need to be-
come more conscientious and take more
personal responsibility for disposing of the
waste they produce.

Each tambon must also haveaclear-
ly defined garbage collection system and
other sanitation standards. Each must dis-
tribute plastic bagsto al of thevillagesin
its jurisdiction and manage its own bud-
get. We need to conduct this project is-
land-widein order for Phuket to establish
areputation as a clean province.

Equally important is the marine en-
vironment. We should check all passen-
ger ferries to see how much garbage they
taketo sea, in order to ensure that all of it
is returned to shore for proper disposal.
Garbagethat isdisposed of at seawill sm-
ply end up drifting back onto our beaches,
making them a mess.

Tour operators need to take more
responsibility in this regard. Phuket’s
greatest asset isitsfine beaches, and tour
operators are only killing themselves if
steps are not taken to ensure that beaches
are kept clean.

| give each locality freedom in how
they maintain clean beaches, but this is
one matter that needsto be addressed with
the utmost seriousness.

e

Governor Udomsak Usawarangkura

What happenswhen yourun out of blood

lood. Weadll haveit and

we all need it, and

sometimes we need

more of it than we
have. Accidents, major opera-
tions and other medical condi-
tions can necessitate a blood
transfusion.

Reserves are low in most
countries, particularly if you have
arareblood group. Thailand, and
Phuket, are no exceptions.

Thefirst knowntransfusion
of blood was performed as early
as 1667 when Jean-Baptiste
Denis transfused two pints of
blood from a sheep to a young
man. He died, as did many oth-
ers from these experiments.

When blood is mixed be-
tween two humanindividuals (et
alone from a sheep), it can lead
to agglutination or clumping.
Blood forms clumps, it doesn’t
flow properly, causing blockages.

Fortunately, in 1909, an
Austrian, Karl Landsteiner dis-
covered that people fal into dif-
ferent blood groups. Blood trans-
fusions became much safer and
in 1930, he received a Nobel
Prize for his earlier discovery.
Itonically, Professor Landsteiner
died in 1943 of ablood clot.

On Phuket, the Thai Red
Cross Society and Wachira Hos-
pital perform blood collection,
screening and distribution.
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HEALTH
WATCH

By Peter Davison

Blood supplies are also
stored at each of the major hos-
pitals. Theblood bank at Wachira
Hospital is staffed by paid and
volunteer staff who also run the
Phuket Blood Donor Club, an
active group of volunteers who
meet each month.

Blood can be donated at the
blood bank, but there is also a
mobile blood collection unit that
goes into the community to col-
lect blood from school or hotel
staff, or those of other organiza-
tions.

Approximately 30% of
blood on Phuket is donated from
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the mobile blood collection unit.

Around 1,000 donors donate
blood each month, of which just
10 are foreigners.

Phuket’sblood bank isvery
safe asit adheresto international
standards and procedures for
screening. Before donating
blood, all potential donors must
complete a screening question-
naire to eliminate candidates
whose blood may not be suitable.

Once donated, all blood is
screened for HIV, hepatitis and
syphilis, with external quality
control maintained by Sirirgj
Hospital in Bangkok.

So how do we determine
which blood type is compatible
for us? We al have these little
marker things called antigenson
the surface of our red blood cells
and we al have different ones,
except for identical twins.

Within our blood plasma,
we also have antibodies. Indi-
viduals have different types and
combinations of these molecules
and your blood group dependson
these combinations and, essen-
tially, what you inherited from
your parents.

Because some blood groups
are not compatible with others,
we usethe ABO and Rh classifi-
cation system to identify donors
and recipients, ensuring that a
transfusion is successful.

This is done by taking a

sampleof your blood and analyz-
ing it in alaboratory. Under the
ABO blood typing system, there
arefour different blood types. A,
B, AB or O.

Each of uswill fit into one
of thesefour types. Next welook
at the Rh factor. If you have it,
you are Rh positive. If you do not
have it, you are Rh negative.

Thus there are eight pos-
sible blood grouping systems,
oneof whichwill fit you. A nega-
tive or A positive. B negative or
B positive and so on.

About 16 % of Westerners
are Rh negative but only 0.3% of
Thaisare. Thisleaves ashortfall
in the amount of Rh negative
blood available for transfusions,
particularly to the foreign com-
munity.

With only 10 foreign do-
nors giving blood each month,
and a growing population, this
further reducesthe availability of
Rh negative blood.

Your blood, particularly if
it is Rh negative, is urgently
needed; the life you save may be
your own. Please contact me for
details on how to donate blood.

Peter Davison is Manager of In-
ternational Servicesat the Phuket
International Hospital . To contact
him call Tel: 076-249400 or
email peter @phuket-inter-
hospital.co .th
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Puttingthefizzinto Phuket

By Gategaeo Phetsawang

PHUKET: Dry Blackthorn cider,
one of themost popular alcoholic
ciders in the UK, has been
launched in Phuket, nearly ayear
after its Thai debut, in Pattaya.

Apple Honey Co Ltd, the
sole Thai distributor for the
apple-based drink, made by Mat-
thew Clark BrandsLtd in Bristol,
made the soft launch in Phuket
in the middle of last month.

Managing Director Selina
Lovett explained, “Blackthornis
one of the biggest cider brands
in the UK, holding 5%-10% of
thetotal alcohalic beverage mar-
ket. It's a traditional dry cider
with 6% alcohol.

“We already import cider to
Pattaya, where our main office
has been set up since June last
year. We also distribute to Koh
Samui, Koh Lantain Krabi, and
Koh Chang,” she said.

“Now we also want to dis-
tribute to Phuket, wherewe have
set up our second office.”

MrsLovett said that Black-
thorn’s popularity in the UK
makesthe brand easily recogniz-
ablefor touristsand foreign resi-
dentsin Thailand, the main mar-
ket, and offersarefreshing alter-
native to beer and wine.

The introduction of Black-
thorn waswell-received in Patta-
ya, where 105,600 canswere sold
from June last year to January,
she said. She expects much the
same reaction in Phuket. “There
are about 60 bars in Phuket that
have bought Blackthorn, and that
number grows every week,” she
said, adding that by next high
season she expects that number
to at least triple.

Although the primary mar-
ketisinitially bars, next to betar-
geted are restaurants and the
major hotelsontheisland. Look-

‘Our arget is to sell as much as
we can this year’: Selina Lovett.

ing further down the road, Mrs
Lovett said that Apple Honey is
also considering making Black-

thorn available at major super-
markets on Phuket.

Depending on the location
and the clientéle of each outlet,
each 440-milliliter can is ex-
pected to sell at prices varying
from 130 baht and 200 baht.

“Our target is to sell as
much as we can this year, but it
will take time to gain customers
as we have just begun the com-
pany,” she said.

Mrs Lovett declined to re-
veal the amount invested in im-
porting the cider, but said, “It'sa
large investment. We are doing
well but we haven't taken any of
the profits yet. It's our first year
and we arereinvesting any profit
in the company.”

For more information about the
availability of Blackthorn cider on
Phuket, call Nigel Rodgersat Tel:
01-4160047 or email:
applehoney86@loxinfo.co.th.

Scary times ahead for bond-holders

urrency markets be
came strongly pro-US
dollar after Alan
Greenspan, Chairman’
of the US Federal Reserve (the
central bank) gave testimony to
Congressin late April.

Nothing that he said was
Earth-shattering, but hedid point
out that the Fed's fear of defla
tion in the US economy had re-
ceded and that, at present, infla-
tionary pressures were benign.

He also noted that the US
economy wasrecovering and that
employment statistics were im-
proving.

The last thing that the Fed
wishesto doispanic markets. Mr
Greenspan’s statements
were designed to let every- ||
oneknow that if thedataon '
the US economy continues |,
to be positive, interest rates
will rise — but slowly and
gradually. P

The Fed is concerned  *
(without actually saying so)
that bond markets will go into
panic mode, asthey did in 1994.

It isnot just a matter of the
Fed having to soothe US bond
markets. Global bond markets,
especially emerging country
bond markets, anxiously watch
every pronouncement from the
Fed and every bit of US eco-
nomic data that is released.

History shows that on Feb-
ruary 24, 1994, therewasaworld
bond market crash.

Everyone has heard of
stockmarket crashes; they make
headlines. But most of the media
— the tabloids in particular —
know that if they wereto publish
headlines stating “ Bond markets
crash,” at least 95% of their read-
erswouldn’t haveacluewhat the
newspaper was on about. (Some
would think it had something to
do with Agent 007).

Bonds — fixed-interest in-

struments varying in validity
from three months to 30 years —
have certain economic alliesand
certain economic enemies.

Their alies are low infla-
tion, deflation, low or negative
economic growth and falling
short-term interest rates.

If an investor, for example,
has bought a 10-year bond yield-
ing a fixed 5% a year, and eco-
nomic conditions deteriorate so
that any new buyer of a similar
10-year bond can earn, say, only
3%, obviously theoriginal inves-
tor is sitting pretty in compari-
son.

An example: US$100 in-
vested at 5% interest returns

M ONEY

US$5. But if the rate changes to
3%, it takes an investment of al-
most US$167 to achievethe same
USS$5 return.

The bond that yields 5% is
therefore seen as more desirable
and thus more vauable than the
3% bond.

The end result is that the
original investor can continue to
enjoy a better-than-present mar-
ket income on a guaranteed ba-
sisuntil the investment matures,
or can sell thebond for asubstan-
tial capital gain.

Thereverse is dso true. If
interest rates on a 10-year bond
rise, the original holder of the
bond will make a capital loss if
he sells the bond. If he does not,
he will have to endure below-
market interest rates.

World bond markets are
huge, with a capitalization many
timesthat of stockmarkets. Prob-

TALKS

By Richard Watson

ably all members of every pen-
sion fund —and almost all insur-
ance policy holdersin the world
— are investors in bonds, though
whether they are aware of thisis
adifferent matter.

Alan Greenspan iswalking
on eggshells with respect to the
bond market. If the US economic
improvement continues, short-
term interest rates will have to
rise—and it is the function of a
central bank to set the level of
short-term interest rates.

The situation is so delicate
that if Alan Greenspan broke his
normal quietly-worded approach
and bluntly said something to the
effect of, “Economic growth is
robust and wewill haveto act
tonipinflationinthebud. So
interest rateswill needtorise
this year,” the bond market
would experience something
akin to a heart attack.

In 1994, eventhough he
employed his customary di-
plomacy, that is what hap-
pened. Bond markets were
spooked by strong economic
growth and rising short-term in-
terest rates.

Therewasaglobal sell-off,
the effects of which werefelt far
fromAmerica sborders. Indone-
sia, Hong Kong and even Thai-
land al felt the sudden chill.

The crash came on Febru-
ary 24,1994, and it turned into a
rolling crash. Investors often be-
lieve that when bond markets
crash, stockmarkets boom, and
vice versa. Sometimes this is
true, but not always.

1994 was a good example.
The fear in emerging market
bond markets spread to stock-
markets. By February 1994, the
Thai stockmarket had reached its
all-time high as measured by the
Stock Exchange of Thailand
(SET) index, at slightly over
1700. February 24 changed that

and by the time the Asian finan-
cia crisis hit Thailand in July
1997, the SET index had falen
back to 1400.

Those with long memories
will recall the Mexican economic
collapse of December, 1994. Its
origins too can be found in the
bond market crash that started on
February 24 that year.

The biggest danger to in-
vestors in bonds, especialy me-
dium- to long-dated bonds in
emerging markets, isat thisstage
of the economic cycle. All par-
ticipants have an element of risk.
Fasten your seatbelts.

Richard Watson runs Global Port-
foliosCo Ltd, a Phuket-based per-
sonal financial planning service.
Hecan bereached at Tel and Fax:
076-381997, Mobile: 01-
0814611. Email: imm@loxinfo.
co.th.

ON THE MOVE

Punjalux Hongsakul, 26, from
Yaa, isthe new Public Relations

. Manager at the
Thavorn Grand
PlazaHotel, in
Phuket City. K.
Punjalux grad-
| uated in arts
communica-
tion from the
Rajabhat Insti-
tute Phuket.
Before taking
up her new po-
sition, shewasagraphic designer
at DataMediaAsiafor twoyears.

Natthanit Tabhiran, 29, from
Bangkok, has been appointed
Sales & Marketing Manager of
the new bou-
tiqueresort, the
Aspasia Phu-
ket, formerly
called The
Breakers, at
Kata Beach.
She has a de-
greein market-
ing from Srina-
karinwirot
University in
Bangkok. Her —
work experience includes posi-
tions with real estate companies
and hotels.

American Gary Car pen, 36, has
joined Le Royal Meridien Phuket
Yacht Club as
an English
teacher. He has
a degree in
business ad-
ministration
from St Nor-
bert Collegein
the US. He has
10years expe-
® rience in sales
management,
marketing and training in Am-
erica. Before joining Meridien,
Mr Carpen was a teacher at
Satree Phuket School.

Been promoted? Made a career
change? Know someone who
has? Let us know by email to
onthemove@phuketgazette.net.

ViTAL StaTIsTIcS: VEHICLE REGISTRATIONS SOAR

Type of vehicle Mar ‘03 Mar ‘04 %Change

Cars with capacity 317 447 41.0%
for no more than 7 people

Cars with capacity 9 9 0.0%
for more than 7 people

Pickup trucks 201 266 32.3%

Motorcycles 1,995 2,559 28.3%

Taxis 0 0 0.0%

Source: Phuket Provincial Transportation Office

ASK KHUN WANIDA! MOMMA DUCK

Questions about Thai culture?

Need somebody to Love?

Problems with an extra-marital affair? 3

Having communications problems?

Read her advice in the Phukef Gazette.

Fax 076-213971 or email momma@phuketgazette.net
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How to calculate
tide highs and lows

couple of readershave

asked about tides on

Phuket. Basically,

tides are due to the
gravitational pull of the Moon
and Sun. The lunar gravitational
effect is about twice that of the
Sun and creates high water
bulges on opposites sides of the
Earth.

Asthe Earthrotatesevery 24
hours, most places on the Earth’s
surface will therefore have two
high and two low tides each day.
These will be approximately six
hours apart but becausethe Moon
rotates around the earth in 24.83
hours, they come around 50 min-
utes later each day.

Tide tables covering Krabi
and Phang Nga are available
from the Hydrographic Depart-
ment officesin Bangkok, but of -
ten local sailors use the Phuket
tide tables published in the Ga-
zette Guide and in the Gazette
Online (at www.phuketgazette.
net/tides/index.htm).

You will see the times of
highs and lows in the tables as
well asthetiderange,
which is the differ-
ence between the
height of high water
and the low water be-
fore or after it.

The depths of
the tide are measured
above the Chart Da-
tum. Thisis, broadly,
an imaginary plane
placed over the bottom of the sea
at a height that clears obstruc-
tionsat thelowest of low waters.

Theoretically, you should
awayshaveat |east the depthin-
dicated on the chart, plustherel-
evant tide height at any place.

Check, too, to see when
your chart was produced. In ar-
eas of sand or mud banks, like

/N

Beforethe
MA

Phang Nga Bay, you will find
these often move a bit.

Tide heights and tidal
streams, the movement of water
(current) duetothetide'sriseand
fall, can be estimated on the rule
of twelfthsfor each hour of tide:

Change Cumulative

1sthour  1/12 1/12
2nd hour 2/12 3/12
3rd hour 3/12 6/12
4thhour  3/12 9/12
5thhour 2/12 11/12
6th hour  1/12 12/12

From this you will see that
thetidewill risethe most and the
current will be strongest in the
third and fourth hours of each
tide cycle.

Remember that entrancesto
bays and inlets can cause water
to bank up, with marked local ef-
fects.

A handy way of estimating
the state of tideisto keep an eye
on the shore for drying.

If you seewet sand or rocks,
thetide should befalling and con-
versely, if they aredry,
you can reckon the
tideisrising.

Tidal stream di-
rection and speed can
be estimated by ob-
serving the current
flow past fixed objects
such as buoys or pot
markers.

With practice,
you' Il find these estimations be-
come quite accurate.

Thisisextremely important
here becausetide streamsof more
than 1.5 knots are frequent and,
when applied to the vector of a
yacht doing 5 knots, the differ-
ence between course steered and
course over ground can be quite
large.

Standard check lists:
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B38m upgrade for
stadium approved

By Rittiwat Suwannarattaphum

PHUKET CITY: The race is on
torepair Surakul Stadiumintime
for a key inspection in June by
officials from Fifa, international
soccer’s ruling body, who will
decide whether Phuket’s most
important sporting event yet will
go ahead.

Governor Udomsak Usa-
warangkura told the Gazette on
April 29 that Prime Minister
Thaksin Shinawatra has ap-
proved the budget of 38 million
baht required to complete the
project.

But many improvements
need to be made in a very short
timeif Phuket isto stage matches
in the Women’'s Under-19 World
Cup in November. Work is ex-
pected to start just as soon as fi-
nal contracts are signed.

The governor said that the
improvementsincluded new seat-
ing (the stadium currently has
bare concrete terraces), new
lighting and spotlights, a better
sound system, an electronic
scoreboard, a media center and
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Surakul Stadium’s outdated scoreboard and concrete terraced
seating is slated for a huge overhaul now that PM Thaksin
Shinawatra has approved 38-million baht in funding for the facility.

facilitiesfor livetelecastsaround
the world. The pitch will also
have to be relaid.

The Under-19 Women'’s
World Cup Finas have the po-

tential to bring millions of baht
to Phuket at the start of the next
high season, aswell ascreateglo-
bal publicity for the island’s
many tourist attractions.

Rak Nong Paan
‘Number One
In five-a-sde
soccer tourney

PHUKET CITY: Rak Nong
Paan team narrowly beat the
New Wave team 4-3 on May 3
to advance to the second round
of the* To Be Number One Cup”
five-a-side soccer competition,
held at Surakul Stadium.

Rak Nong Paan dominated
early play of the 20-minute
match, going ahead 3-0 after a
goal in the seventh minute by

e
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Laguna Resori Entrance
Bangtao Beach,
Tel: 076-27 1430
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Kamala Beach Village
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Jamlong Raksayot (left), of the New Wave team, tries to outman-

euver a Rak Nong Paan defender during the ‘To Be Number One”
football tournament held at Surakul Stadium from May 3 to 5.

Yoottana Kanmak, a former
member of the Thailand national
Under-19 soccer squad.

Desperate, New Waveturn-
ed on the pressure and scored in
the ninth minute with a goal by
Jamlong Raksayos. But just be-
fore half time, Anan Tou-lang
struck back for Rak Nong Paan,
giving histeam asolid 4-1 lead.

New Wavefoundtheir form
in the second half and pulled to
within 4-3, but were unable to
even the score before the final
whistle.

Yoottana told the Gazette

that his team gave a rather poor
showing and were sloppy in the
second half. “We slowed down
our attack, thinking that New
Wave could never match our
score,” he said. “But we were
wrong. They hit back with three
goals.”

However, hesaid hefelt his
squad still had a good chance of
advancing to the finals of the
tournament, which will involve
90 teams from Phuket and sur-
rounding provinces.

Final results will be pub-
lished in next week’s Gazette.
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Psychiatrist

Tel: 076-225667
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Do Not Drink
Tap Water!
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AMmIgos

dothe

By Stephen Fein

PATONG: Amigos Bar emerged
top of the Patong Pool League
after the final week of this
season’s play with 61 points, 14
clear of second-place HeroesBar
(47 points). Coming aclosethird
were last season’s champions
Anchor Bar, with 46 points.
The boys from Soi Sea
Dragon also took the Cup Final,
beating fellow finalists Champs
Bar by the narrowest of margins.
Asleague champs, Amigos
hosted the league party and
award presentation ceremony on
April 29. But it wasn't yet time
to put away their cues and pick
up their beer mugs, as they were
still slated to take on the deter-
mined crew from ChampsBar in
theleague' sknock-out Cup Final.
That exciting match was as
close as could be. After singles
and doubles play, the pointswere
level at 6-6. The Cup camedown
to the beer leg, which Amigos
took.
On the night, generous

HAPPY HOMBRES: Amigos Bar celebrate winning the Patong

Pool League and Cup Final.

league members pitched in and
donated 24,000 baht to help fel-
low league player Ped Steward
of Heroes Bar pay for medical
treatment after the Scot wasin a
motorcycle accident during the
Songkran festival.

After a careful statistical
analysis of this season’s play,
Sammy Lee of Heroes Bar was
declared the league’s top player,
having amassed aleague high of
55 points.

Other top scorers, by team,
were: Anchor: Dum Somporn-
numphet (49 pts); Amigos: Oh
Tunt and Dave Nelson (48
points each); Waikiki: Jarong
Chuchana (46 pts); Shakers:

Stuart Hooper (43 pts); Football
Crazy: Dave Staddon (42 pts);
Lek Murphy’s: Dave Nattrass
(41pts); Happy Days: John P.
Marinko (33pts); Champs:
Geoff Hopkins (29 pts); Pickles:
Mike Halgreen and Chris Cham-
bers (28 points each); In-Be-
tween: Koson Once (24 pts);
Speak Easy: Alan Page and
George (23 points).

The fina league standings
are: 1. Amigos (61); 2. Heroes
(47); 3. Anchor (46); 4. Champs
(40); 5. Waikiki (36); 6. Football
Crazy (32); 7. Shakers(32); 8. In-
Between (24); 9. Lek Murphy’s
(24); 10. Pickles (21); 11. Happy
Days (20); 12. Speak Easy (13).

BIAYRIES] Champs hold on to top of league

PATONG: After week six of play,
ChampsBar continueto hold top
spot in the Patong Darts League,
with In-Between hot on their
heels. Both teams picked up the
maximum three points on April
27.

Patong Darts L eague table: 1.
Champs (15 pts); 2. In-Between
(14 pts); 3. Off Shore (9 pts); 4.

Amigos (8 pts); 4. Football Crazy
(8 pts); 6. Didi’s (7 pts); 6.
Valhalla (7 pts); 6. Piccadilly (7
pts); 6. Shakers (7 pts); 10.
Happy Days (5 pts). N
(Note: Happy Days and Didi’'s
each have one game in hand)

Results for April 27: Didi’s 4,
Champs* 5; Happy Days* 4,
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Football Crazy 5; Off Shore* 6,
Piccadilly 3; Shakers* 5, Amigos
4; Vahalla 3, In-Between* 6

(* = winner of beer leg)

May 11 fixtures: Champs v
Piccadilly; Didi’sv Vahala; In-
Between v Amigos; Off Shorev
Football Crazy; Shakersv Happy
Days. (Home team listed first.)
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Asthe most popular small SUV, itsappeal has been limited until now

-

rignt
little
RAVer

he RAV4 has been

around for awhile, and

Toyota'slittle SUV re-

mains one of the most
user-friendly and comfortablein
itsclass. It is aso now available
for thefirst timewith ahigh pres-
sure, common-rail diesel motor,
in addition to the existing gaso-
line models.

A common-rail diesel is
rather like a gasoline injection
engine, in that the common rail
is maintained at a constant high
pressure, with each injector op-
erated electronically by acentral
processor.

Until recently, diesel en-
ginesrelied on relatively simple
technology, with a low-pressure
mechanical injector delivering
fuel to a pre-combustion cham-
ber inthe cylinder head. Whileit
was quite fuel-efficient, it lacked
precision and refinement, gener-
ating noise and vibration.

The Toyota common rail
system and its computer technol -
ogy deliver precisely the right
amount of fuel at exactly theright

HAVE A RAV4: Color-keyed bumpers can be added to change the appearance of the car.

time, direct into the center of the
combustion chamber. The con-
trol this system offers provides
greater engine flexibility and
improved fuel consumption, not
to mention less typical diesel
noi se.

Thetwo-liter turbodiesel in
the RAV 4 develops
a modest 116bhp
(85kW) at 4,000
rpm, but the torque
output is far more
impressivewith 250
Nm availableacross
arev rangeof 1,800
to 3,000rpm.

Mated to a
full-time4WD with
afive-speed manual gearbox, the
little SUV isequally at home on-
or off-road. On-road, the diesel
RAV4isalittleduggish, with the
0-100 kmh time aleisurely 12.1
seconds, while top speed is
quoted as 170 kmh. Not exactly
aroad-burner but asolid, reliable
work horse.

Toyota introduced the
RAV4 in 1994, labeling it as the

By Jeff Heselwood

“first SUV that offers GTi han-
dling and performance”. True
enough, it was an off-roader that
was more like a sporting hatch-
back. It rapidly found many fol-
lowers and even with this new
version, more than 30,000 RAV-
4s have been sold in Europe in

the first 12
months.
As well as

the diesel motor,
it is available
with a 1.8-liter
gasoline engine
and two-wheel
drive, or atwo-li-
ter gasmotor and
four-wheel drive.

The appeal of the RAV4 is
that itisroomy, great funtodrive
and offers reasonable perfor-
mance. Availablein either three-
or five-door body styles, it also
has optionsto fully customizethe
interior and the exterior.

Power windows are stan-
dard on the five-door, but op-
tional on the smaller car, whilea
sunroof is optional on both.

Roof Coat Prodects

Concrete Additives

Insulpaint
COutdoor Care

insulpaini|

Waterproofing Products
Crystalline Waterproofing

Concrete Care Products

Vinyl System for Swimming Pool
Swimming Pool Leak Proofing
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Power steering is standard, and
with the five-door you get lug-
gage compartment illumination.

To change the appearance
of either car, color-keyed bump-
ers can be added.

So can roof rails and a
moulded spare wheel cover for
the rear. If anything, the three-
door looks better balanced, with
the larger five-door appearing
over-bodied.

Standard safety featuresin-
clude ABS and EBD (electronic
brake-force distribution). The
three-door RAV 4 hasto settlefor
drum rear brakes; the five-door
has discs all round.

Front airbags are standard
on both models, with sideimpact
bars in the doors.

Front seat belts are equip-
ped with pre-tensioners and
force-limiters, while in the rear,
three-point belts arefitted for all
occupants, although inthe small-
er car the centre seat only features
alap belt.

The RAV4 is by far the
most popular of the small SUVs
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Health Insurance

Pessora Cane

on the market, but its appeal has
been limited until now because
of theabsence of adiesel version
— essential in most major Euro-
pean countries.

Now that Toyotaisoffering
three different motors and two
body styles, expect thevehicleto
become even more successful at
in Japan and abroad.

Toyotarecently moved into
the No 2 slot in terms of global
auto makers, displacing Ford for
thefirst time.

In Japan, it has nearly one
third of the domestic market and
itisstrongly represented in many
other Asian countries.

With the aid of its ambi-
tious Formula One project, based
in Germany and with drivers
Olivier Panis of France and
Cristiano daMattaof Brazil, you
can be sure the Japanese giant
will not rest until it becomes the
undisputed world number one.
Look out, GM.

Jeff Heselwood may be contacted
by email at jhc@ netvigator.com.
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Why do wine prices

keep going up?

Q: Food pricesseem to be go-
ing down but wine keeps get-
ting moreexpensive. Can you
shed somelight on this?

A: Yes, wineisbecoming
more expensive in Thailand.
The Thai government is mak-
ing aconcerted effort to collect
maximum tax on imported
wine, tobacco and auto parts.

It also wants to support
Thai fruit and vegetable“wine”
by making imported wine more
expensive. At the same time,
cheap produce from China is
flooding into Thailand and
driving prices downward.

| find this ironic because
most imported wine is bought
by foreignerswhile most of the
food is bought (and produced)
by Thais.

The most likely outcome
isthat lesstax will be collected
from wine asfewer people buy
it because of its higher cost.
Thai farmers will be left out
because they lack the capital
and specialized skillsneeded to
produce wine commercially.

So, expect imported qual-
ity wine to continue being in
short supply and more expen-
sive here than in other Asian
nations with lower tax rates.

Q: A visiting friend brought
abottle of Chilean winemade
from a grape called “Car-
menére” and the wine was
fantastic, but | cannot find
out anything about this
grape. What can you tell me?

A: Carmenére was once
common in Bordeaux but is
now found almost exclusively
in Chile. According to Chilean
winemaker friends, carmenere
was brought to Chile sometime
in the mid-19" century.

Recently, DNA testing
hasrevealed that much of what
was thought to be merlot in
Chileis actually carmenére. A
handful of bright winemakers
have begun labeling their mer-
lot wines by the correct name
carmenére, one of which you
have just discovered.

| remember carmenére
grapevines as being almost in-

¥ =T awe

..

"’ﬁ'qm*_'ihllm

Famnsu Boscu

BUFFALO
JSTEAK HOUSE

PATONG* KARON*KATA

ulity imgennied heel™ Superh Ewmopenn, [ntermaemal
% Thin Fread i el imengibecre Gl oot al sl peiecs Fros silied tiff

Haws Beorm

By Steven Roberto

distinguishable from merlot
except that the berries are a
little larger. Thewin€'stasteis
similar to merlot, but not as
herbal. Carmenere wine often
hasasuppletextureand iswell
balanced. In Thailand you can
find a good example from
Baron Philippe Rothschild, a
carmenére sourced from the
Rapel Valley near Santiago.

One of my former profes-
sors at the University of Cali-
fornia Davis, Dr Carole Mere-
dith, recently discovered that
some cabernet francin Califor-
niais actually carmenere. So,
who knows, one day we may
also enjoy great carmenere
from California.

Q: What is the purpose of
that dent in the bottom of
most wine bottles?

A: When glass was first
used to create wine bottles it
was not strong enough to con-
tain Champagne's high pres-
sure. English glassblowersdis-
covered that putting an inden-
tation, called a “punt” at the
bottom of the bottle somehow
hel ped make them stronger, and
punts soon becamethe normon
all wine bottles.

Advancesin glassmaking
have long since made the punt
unnecessary but it liveson asa
matter of custom.

Steven Roberto is a winemaker
and restaurant consultant from
California. He is the Wine and
Beverage Director for the
award-winning Baan Rim Pa
restaurant in Patong. Email:
stevenroberto@lycos.com
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uket’svibrant restaurant

ene has grown beyond

the time when the dis-

cerning diner had to ven-

tureinto afive-star resort to find

ameal of international character
and flavor.

| would even say that in my
10yearsof reviewing restaurants
on Phuket, menu standards and
levels of service at many of the
island’s better resort restaurants
have declined.

Even though thereisnow a
broader selection of food, there
has a so been aconstant turnover
of executive chefsand F& B man-
agers who repeatedly change
menus, creating confusion for the
Thai chefs who constantly have
to learn new recipes and styles
of presentation. This makes for
aninconsistent experiencefor the
guests.

Fortunately, there havea so
been some imaginative and cre-
ative Thai chefs and managers,
well trained in international res-
taurants, who have opened their
own dining establishmentsin the
past few years. Thisis where to
find the excitement in dining out
on theidand.

The latest is Carmen at
Surin Beach, near the entranceto
the Amanpuri and Chedi resorts.

Carmen, named for the op-
eraby Bizet, has been adopted by
the Surin villa jet-set as one of
their new placesto play. Carmen
is like a traditional Italian trat-
toria, offering asubstantial menu
of popular Mediterranean foods
in a relaxed, informal setting,
decorated with
warm earth tones
and soft lighting.

R&5u

CREATIVE: Carmen’s menu has color and flavor aplenty.

Carmen hits all
the right notes

after | search for the best seafood
and vegetables from the local
market,” Chef Prayoon says.

Each day, he compiles a
specia menu so that guests can
choose from a blackboard selec-
tion.

Today’sbeginswithawarm
carrot and spinach soup with
fresh cream. The carrot and spin-
achtexturesareclearly separated
in the bowl and the taste isrich,
light and stimulating. He offers
his homemade
bread, still warm
from the oven.

Supaireen Other soups
“Gift” Jitsunoh INEEEEETIE N include a cassola,
operated the well- Bruce Stanley fresh seafood in a
known and popu- deep spicy tomato
lar restaurant, Po- Carmen soup and acallera

modoro, on Sukhumvit Rd in
Bangkok before deciding to open
her own restaurant in Phuket.

“l have brought my most
popular menu from Pomodoro,
based on guest comments over
theyears,” she says. “Plus| was
able to hire one of the best chefs
of Italian cuisine, who was also
eager to move out of the city to
the beauty of Phuket.”

The chef, Prayoon Kleang-
mee, learned his culinary skills
inthekitchensat Caffe di Roma,
Matteo, Dalino and Bite, al res-
taurants popular with Bangkok’s
more sophisticated diners.

“1 make all our pastas and
our bread fresh every morning

—onion soup, oven-baked with a
thick cheese crust. | want to try
them both but we have to move
on to a salad course and | want
the traditional Caesar, which is
served on alarge, broad plate.

“The success of a Caesar
sdad isinthedressing,” hetells
me, but | find hisfresh lettuce and
crispy bacon anice addition.

At Carmen, Chef Prayoon
offers guests a choice of fresh
spaghetti, penne, fettuccine,
fusilli or farfaleto join with one
of hisninesauces, which include
all’aglio, olio e peperoncino,
spicy dried sausage with garlic,
garlic olive oil and chili, or his
alla pescatora — fresh prawns,
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mussels, clamsand calamari ina
rich, spicy tomato sauce.

Carmen’s menu has exotic
designer fusion pizzas, pan-fried
fresh fish, New Zeadand steak,
rack of lamb, lobster thermidor
and the most generous serving of
tiramisu for dessert on Phuket.

My dinner bill was 600
pbaht. | didn’t choose from the
boutigue wine list because Car-
men’s ambient music and deli-
cious cuisine was giving me all
the buzz | needed.

Carmen, 14/1 Moo 3 Srisoon-
thorn Rd, Surin Village (near the
Chedi Hotel), Cherng Talay,
Thalang, Phuket 83110. Open
daily, except Saturdays, from 4
pm. Happy Hours between 4 pm
and 7 pm. Dinner is served be-
tween 7 pm and 11:30 pm. For
reservations and further details
call 076-325713 or Fax: 076-
325103.

Bring this review with you
and get a 15% discount.

For free transport
in Patong, eall ns,
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Kazakhstan Is primed

for a property boom
—Just ask the CIA

ulwich International

College Phuket, CB

Richard Ellis Thai

land and severa Phu-
ket property projects will this
month join an international ex-
hibition and property and invest-
ment conferencein Almaty, larg-
est city in the central Asian Re-
public of Kazakhstan.

Phuket is becoming in-
creasingly popular for holidays
and for holiday home buyers
from Kazakhstan and surround-
ing countries, along with other
places in Asia where people are
working in the oil, mining or fi-
nancia industries.

Previously part of the So-
viet Union, Kazakhstan is now
enjoying foreign investment to-
taling billions of dollars to de-
velop its massive natural re-
sources— petroleum, natural gas,
coal, iron ore, manganese,
chrome ore, nickel, cobalt, cop-
per, molybdenum, lead, zinc,
bauxite, gold and uranium, to
name just afew.

Almaty, thelargest city and
the former capital, is a forest of
office towers under construction
for the headquarters and offices
of international oil and mining
companies.

When Kazakhstan is men-
tioned in Phuket, many people
say “Where?’ Until recently, the
countries of Central Asia were
rarely mentioned because people
had come to think of the whole
of the Soviet Union as one na-
tion, something like the US.

Now these former Soviet
states are independent countries,
re-establishing themselves in

living

his villa, in the Ayara

Baan Thai Cherng Lay

estate above Surin

Beach, boastsviewsto
the sea from all rooms.

The three double bed-
roomssleep six in comfort, and
if the dual-purpose study is
used as a bedroom, the number
of sleepers can be raised to
eight.

The entire grounds cover
1,350 square meters and the the
villaitself has some 600 sgm of

/\
PROPERTY

HOMEZONE

By Graham Doven

school atlases. For those who
don’'t know, Kazakhstan is bor-
dered by Russia to the north,
Chinato the east, the Caspian Sea
to the west and the other former
Soviet states of Central Asia —
Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan and
Kyrgyzstan — to the south.

The Central Intelligence
Agency website says of the
country, “Kazakhstan, the larg-
est of the former Soviet repub-
licsin territory, excluding Rus-
Sia, possesses enormous fossil
fuel reserves as well as plenti-

Professional advice, Sales
and complete Service for

ome & Office
Saoﬁnty Systems

Sakiapob@hotmail.com

B84/5 Wichit Sungkram Rd, Wichit, Mung, Phuket 83000

— Map courtesy of the US Central Intelligence Agency.

living space arranged on two

Hone of the Veek

L ald-back

at thetop

that were l€eft in place
during construction.

Thevillaisat the
end of aroad and ac-
cessto the houseitself
is gained either from
the rear mountain-
view side or from the
front, which enjoys
views to the sea and
hastwin covered park-
ing spaces.

As well as the three bed-
rooms with attached bathrooms
and the bedroom-cum-study,

levels. amenities include a private 12 x
ful supplies of other minerals Asthishomeispositioned 5-meter infinity-edge swimming
and metals. Italsoisalargeag-  at thetop of a pool and a Ja
ricultural — livestock and grain  ridge, it ben- cuzzi, as well
— producer. efits  from as alarge pool

“The country hasalsoem- year-round terrace.
barked upon anindustrial policy  sea breezes Besides
designed to diversify the econ-  that provide open-air salas
omy away from overdependence  coolness on for lounging
on the oil sector, by developing  thesultriest of and dining in,
light industry.” days. Tropica the home hasa
Anyway, anintrepid bunch  gardens and modern Kkit-

of pioneers from Phuket are
heading off to open up this new
frontier. Dulwich Headmaster
David Cook and CB Richard
Ellis Managing Director Thai-
land, David Simister, will be
guest speakers at the 3¢ Interna-
tional Property and Investment
Conference. | shall be going too.

A loca businessman who
travels frequently between Ka-
zakhstan and Thailand has ad-
vised us to buy economy class
tickets.

“Don’t waste your money,”
he advises. “I will be traveling
back to Almaty on the same
flight. We give the captain
US$50 and he upgrades us.”

fish ponds have been built
around the many mature trees

chen, satellite television, stereo
and maid service.

Aquarius
Save Water..with Alr
dave Qur Environmen
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All the water in the house
passes through afilter before it
comes out of the taps.

There is also an RO (re-
Verse 0smosis) system under the
kitchen sink to provide pure
drinking. Thisislinkedtoanice
maker and water dispenser in
the refrigerator.

Thevillahasan extensive
customized lighting system
with control panels in each
room.

All of the exterior lights
are programmed to switch on
at dusk and off at dawn. There
is also an integrated security
system.

The price for the home is
34 million baht.

For further information or toin-
spect the house, contact Brad
Kenny at Tel: 01-6334279 or
send an email to: esppkt@
phuket.ksc.co.th.
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know. I'm alittle odd. The

subject of The Two Ronnies

came up the other day. For

anyonewho didn’t spend his
youth watching too much TV in
the’ 70s, The Two Ronnieswas a
British comedy series, andit was
simply superb.

Everyone has a favorite
sketch, but mine is definitely
Four Candles. “Four candles,
please,” says one Ronnie. He's
duly givenfour candles, towhich
theresponseis“No, fawk 'andles
—"andles for forks!”

This has to be the most
tenuous link to a gardening col-
umninthehistory of the Gazette,
but the golden candle plant is
worthit. Otherwiseknown asthe
golden shrimp plant, lollipop
plant, or lue-ang-khriirii-pun in
Thai, it adds aspectacular splash
of bright yellow wherever it sits
in your garden.

Originally from Peru, it's
one of those plants that almost
lookstoo good to betrue. Instead
of the more traditional green
leaves with the odd flower here
and there, the golden plant takes
theideaof color one step further.
It cheats.

It does have the traditional
leaf set-up that it shares with
many membersof the plant king-
dom — large, deep green oval
leaveswith prominent veins—but
they're not all green.

Some of them modify them-
selves to form bright yellow
bracts (like the red leaves of the
poinsettia, or the colored parts of
a bougainvillea) that mimic the
appearance of flowers.

They look like candlesfrom

wth B oomnn' Bert

Four candles

adistance. They aimost hide the
true flowers, which contain all
the mechanisms for fertilization
of the plant.

The flowers look like tiny
white shrimp, which is where it
getsone of its alternative names.
Theflowerslast only afew days,
but the yellow bracts can linger
onfor several weeks, resultingin
a continuous display of these
impressive vertical candelabras.

Letsfaceit, fertilization by
insect and bird pollinatorsisthe
main reason flowers exist, so
why shouldn’t they cheat and
have some of the leaves help
them along in this regard?

Golden shrimp plants are
perfect for pots on patios and
look wonderful in borders for a
sweeping splash of yellow. Put
them against a dark background
and they'll really stand out.

The plant can grow up to
about six feet, but to reach that
height and still look as if some-
onecares, it’'ll need regular, sen-
sible pruning. Prune it by about
half a couple of times a year. It
may look abit brutalized at first,
but it will bounce back.

These things are sun wor-
shippers, but don’t get into the
same state as their human coun-
terpartswho visit Phuket with the
same intention. While the tour-

ists in Patong get pinker by the
hour, resultingin thefamiliar bar-
becued-shrimp look at the end of

their two-week stint, these per-
manent residents just look even
healthier.

ease

The golden shrimp plant is
ridiculously easy to
propagate.

Photograph by Huajie Liu

Thegolden shrimp'sleaves
become greener, and the “four
candles” you have when you
originally bring the plant home
from the garden center will
quickly multiply. Lots of sun,
high humidity and afair amount
of water are all the plant de-
mands. It could have been in-
vented for Phuket.

Another bonus of the gol-
den shrimp plant is how ridicu-
lously easy it is to propagate it.
Just cut an eight-to-10-inch stem
and strip the lower set of leaves.

Put it in moist potting soil
or sand, keeping one to two sets
of leaves above the soil line.
Placeit inthe shadeinitially and
it should root really easily, at
which timeit can be planted out-
side to enjoy the sun.

The Two Ronnies, Messrs
Corbett and Barker, have prob-
ably never been to Phuket. They
probably never considered the
link between gardening imple-
ments and a rather impressive
tropical flower. But 1'd like to
think they did.
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Properties
For Sale

6-BEDROOM HOUSE
IN KAMALA

For sale: a beautiful 6-bed-
room house in Kamala, near
Phuket FantaSea entertain-
ment center, only a 10-
minute walk to the beach.
Fully furnished, European
kitchen, high-quality stan-
dard, total of 1,252sgm
area, Jacuzzi, fully-matured
garden. Asking price: 15.5
million baht. Price includes
4-year-old Toyota Sport
Rider, 48,000km only. For
more details, call Franz Brun
in Kamala. Tel: 076-
279075, 01-4761415.
Email: forun@Iloxinfo.co.th

HOUSE FOR SALE

New 3-bedroom, 3-bathroom
house, opposite Wat Chalong.
800-sgm plot. Quiet. Chanote
title. All utilities connected.
Garden currently being land-
scaped. 6 million baht or near-
est offer. Tel: 09-8713360.
Email: seares@ksc.th.com

LAND FOR SALE

Pattaya. Plots of various sizes
for sale around Phratamnak
Hill/Jomtien, Pattaya. From
11,000 baht per sq wah. Tel:
038-306348, 01-9454763.
Fax: 038-306348. Email:
dickie@loxinfo.co.th

OCEAN VIEW

near Laguna (Bang Tao). Pan-
oramic ocean- and mountain-
view land plots for sale by
owner. Each about 800-
1,200sgm with NorSor 3 Gor
title (An official land title issued
by Thailand Land Depart-
ment). On the hillside over-
looking Bang Tao and Layan
beaches, just a few minutes
away. Close to Laguna re-
sorts, golf club and facilities. A
beautiful sunset point suited for
a private residence. Great
price at US$64/sqm (about
US$51,000/plot). Sensational
“Thai-style” houses planned,
plans available upon request.
Tel: 01-8124904. Email:
stiatrakul@csloxinfo.com

LUXURY HOUSE
located on secure private es-
tate in Chalong. 3 stories built
on 960sgm of land featuring: 5
bedrooms with en-suite bath-
rooms, 2 kitchens, living room,
dining room, study room, staff
quarters, double covered car
park, lots of storage and a large
garden. Price: 18 million baht.
Tel: 09-7247211 or please see
our website at: www.
phuketimmo.com

NICE PATONG BEACH
house. Quiet 180-sgm villa
with 3 beds, 2 bathrooms, 2
toilets, modern kitchen and
500-sgm garden. 800m from
beach. 8.5 million baht. Tel:
076-292596. Fax: 076-292-
596. Email: christian10_7@
hotmail.com

LAND FOR SALE
directly on Banyan Tree golf
course (Laguna property).
1,050 sqm/262.4 sq wah.
7.872 million baht. Tel: 076-
239864. Email: hktmkt@
ksc.th.com

URGENT SALE

Bangsak beach. Must sell beau-
tiful 2.9-rai (4,608 sgm) land
plot with Chanote title. Land is
located approx 300m from the
beach and 20km from Khao
Lak. Price: 4.32 mill baht (1.5
mill/rai). Tel: 603-56365044.
Fax: 603-56365044. Email:
araya_seepoem@hotmail.
com

FAMILY HOUSE

near Laguna. New family house
in a quiet area close to Laguna,
suitable for retirees or a family.
2 bedrooms (+ 1 optional), 3
bathrooms, living and dining
rooms, kitchen and area for
landscaping on a 312sgm-plot.
Few mins to Bang Tao and
Layan beaches, 20 mins to
Dulwich and city. Sale by
owner at US$90,000. Call for
details. Tel: 09-806 9148.
Email: chatra_p@hotmail.com

SMALL RAWAI PLOT
1,320-sgm plot with Chanote
title and road access. Price:
1.9 million baht. Tel: 09-724-
7211. Email: christian@
phuketimmo.com

HOUSE FOR SALE
Furnished 3-bed, 2-bathroom,
225-sq wah house for sale.
Has kitchen, car park and gar-
den, aircon, telephone line.
Price: 3.2 million baht. Tel: O1-
0872016 or 01-9560473.

LAND FOR SALE

65 rai, Laem Phromthep, 3
mill baht/rai. 4.5 rai, Chalong
hill, 2.9 mill baht/rai. 12 rai,
Kata hill (Chalong side), 2.2
mill baht/rai. 8 rai, Rawai
(near shellmuseum), 2.4 mill
baht/rai. Tel: 09-7310283.
Email: bluepktproperty@
csloxinfo.com

GOLF COURSE LOTS
Build your ocean view dream
home on a 1-rai lot on a golf
course estate. Step from gar-
den to tee. For full details call
Tel: 09-9725226 or email:
bgbphuket@yahoo.com

FOR SALE BY OWNER
One-of-a-kind villa in Chalong/
Rawai area. Immaculate and
built to Western standards.
Private and secure with 3
bedrooms, 2 baths, office,
large living room, kitchen and
dining room. Teak cabinets
and trim throughout. 13.5
million baht. Tel: 09-195-
4994. Email: ferguson_ka@
yahoo.co.uk

LAND IN PATONG

for sale. Excellent seaviews.
Prices from 5.5 million baht/
rai (3,450 baht/sqm). Please
call for full details. Tel: 076-
349050, 01-8957159, 09-
2911112,

HOTEL RESORT
FOR SALE

Well-established hotel re-
sort for sale, at prime loca-
tion at Kata Beach, Phuket.
Total area 4,000sgm (2.5
rai). Comprises 15 free-
standing bungalows with
terrace and one 2-bed-
room house all with ocean
views, swimming pool,
sauna, fitness center,
140-seat restaurant, wine
cellar pub. Expansion to
16 more units possible,
plans exist. Selling price
35 million baht. Compe-
tent investors only. Tel:
076-381351. Fax: 076-
280094. Email: nirvana@
e-mail.in.th

PANWA
SEAVIEW LAND

500 sgm only 5,000 baht
per sqm. Call 09-724-
2572. Email: csukalya@
yahoo.com

KATA HILL
SEAVIEW LAND

Kata Hill sea view land for
sale. 6.75 rai for 12 million
baht. Tel: 09-7242572. For
further details, please see
our website at: www.
lantarealestate.com

BEACH LAND

West coast. 2.25 rai with
38 meters of ocean frontage
at Natai Beach. Fully ser-
viced and levelled. New
boundary wvall and building
permits. Enjoy your sala 20
meters above high tide. 15
minutes from the airport. 25
million baht. Email: nick@
indigore.com. Tel: 09-873-
2042. Indigo Real Estate
Limited. Sound advice, pre-
mium properties.

LARGE EUROPEAN
STYLE HOME
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Large European-style resi-
dence in Phuket City, 4 bed-
rooms, 3 en-suite bath-
rooms, separate kitchen/din-
ing area, lounge, large study,
storage room, 3-meter ceil-
ing (some teak wood), low
maintenance garden, patio
area, fish pond, cable TV, 3
phone lines, double car park-
ing, marble floor, air condition-
ing, large communal swim-
ming pool, quiet neighbor-
hood. Includes owning com-
pany. 7.9 million baht. Tel:
076-240612, 09-587-
2609. Fax: 076-240613.
Email: interval@Iloxinfo.co.th

HOUSES
OVERLOOKING
CHALONG
Hillside villas - 6 remaining - over-
looking Chalong Bay with 3 bed-
rooms, 2 bathrooms, living and
dining rooms, kitchen, double
covered car park, staff quarters
and swimming pool. 240 sgm
covered area. Completion No-
vember 2004. Price: 11.35
million baht. Tel: 09-7247211.
Email: julien@phuketimmo.

com

PATONG BEACH
condos for sale. Freehold
from 650,000 baht. Tel: O1-
53667 13. Email: tuddenham.
group@virgin.net

SALE OR RENT

Big, nicely-decorated, 1-room
condos for sale or rent. Tel:
01-8948446.

NEW HOME

near Dulwich. Beautiful new
2-bedroom home, 5 mins from
Dulwich International College
and directly on golf course.
Tastefully furnished. Tel: O1-
9390176. Fax: 076-203285.
Email: bil @phuketisland.com

GOLF VIEW LAND

2 rai of prime land available for
sale in Loch Palm Golf Course,
Kathu. Fantastic golf course
and mountain view. 2.9 million
baht per rai. Tel: 076-341-
871,01-6697616.

BEAUTIFUL LAND

for sale in Thalang. 3.38 rai
with road, water, electricity.
Chanote title. Price 3.8 mil-
lion baht (only 700 baht/
sgm). Tel: 076-349050,
01-8957159, 02-291-
1112.

HOUSES
NEAR LAGUNA

Hilltop houses — two remain-
ing — 2km from Laguna.
From 7.8 million baht. 3 bed-
rooms, 3 baths, study, living
room, kitchen, maid’s room,
laundry, 2-car garage. 250-
sqm covered area, private
swimming pool. Completion
October 2004. Purchase
choices can include Chanote
orlong lease. Private sale: no
brokers. Tel: 01-8930692.
Email: toto@phuket.ksc.
co.th

NAIHARN BEACH
CONDOS

Foreign ownership avail-
able. Safe, secure, high
quality up-market condo-
miniums for sale. Com-
pletely furnished and
equipped, large 2-bedroom
units. Great location and
views. Priced from 5.5 to
6.8 million baht. A must-
see development. Contact
Ken 01-6493557. Email:

ken@phuketlifestyle.com

HOT PROPERTY

6.6 million baht. 2 homes on 3
rai 3 ngan with Chanote. 250-
sgm and 300-sgm terraces.
Two-story homes with
seaview in a valley with water-
falls and 150m surrounding
wall. Call Stefan. Tel: 01-
9796011.

NEW SEAVIEW
VILLA

New sea view villaon 1,200
sgm of land, with more land
available, has freehold
Chanote title, marble bath-
rooms, hot water, 3-phase
electricity, air conditioning,
swimming pool, complete
western kitchen, maid’s
bedroom-cum-office, store-
room, garden, and 3 bed-
rooms all with sea view.
Must view to appreciate. Will
consider smaller house or
land as partial payment. Tel:
07-2659977. Email: immys
@Ioxinfo.co.th

Find more Property
Classified ads at

www.phuketgazette.net/

All classifieds
in these pages are

‘) | 1\““'

= ¥our assurance
that whatever’s advertised
is seriously for sale.
Gazette Classads - they work!
..because they're real,
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Agents for Classified Advertising

PHUKET

K.L. Mart
Patak Rd, Chalong

NAVA Language School
Phang Nga Rd, Phuket City

Sin & Lee
Thalang Rd, Phuket City

Taurus Travel
Aroonsom Plaza Rat-U-Thit 200 Pi Rd, Patong

Ala Carte
Kamala main road, Cherng Talay

PHANG NGA
Maew Internet Shop, Khao Lak
Avalon Creative Group Co Ltd, Khao Lak

TAMAPRAO HOUSE

Furnished Tamaprao
houses, built and designed
to Swedish standards.
Complete with pool, full
marble finish and aircon.
Close to golf course and air-
port. Prices from 2.5 million
baht. Tel: 09-2002497.
Please visit our website at:
www.phuketvillage.com

LUXURY
BUNGALOWS
IN PATONG

New 2-story bungalows
with carport, large living-
dining room, kitchen, 3
bedrooms, 3 baths,
150sgm. Freehold land. 4
million baht. Contact Peter
for details. Tel: 01-892-
8526. Email: peterwesche
@hotmail.com

FOR SALE BY
OWNER

Spectacular seaview villa
south of Patong, luxury
golf course mansion at La-
guna, for sale by owner. For
more info please call: 01-
7974413. or Email: info@
tomkatconsulting.com.
Please see website : www.
tomkatconsulting.com

4.75 RAI RAWAI
Beautiful 4.75-rai plot in
Rawvai for sale, complete with
Chanote title, paved road and
electricity, for 3.8 million baht.
Tel: 076-381181, 076-381-
189.

Tel: 076-280400/3

Tel: 076-232398/9

Tel: 076-211230

Tel: 076- 344521-2

Tel: 076-278019

Tel: 076-420627
Tel: 076-420539

Properties
For Rent

NEW HOUSE
IN LAND & HOUSE

New 3-bedroom house for
rentin Land & Houses Park,
partly furnished. Great area
— safe and secure. Use of
sports center also available.
Option for UBC TV. Only
25,000 baht a month, ne-
gotiable for long-term rent.
Tel: 09-56893389. Email:
nytram74@hotmail.com

BEACHSIDE HOUSE

Detached 2-story, 3-bedroom
house, with panoramic views
over Chalong Bay. Quiet loca-
tion at Khao Khat, between
Phuket City, Cape Panwa and
Chalong. Furnished: 24,500
baht a month. Unfurnished:
19,500 baht, negotiable. Call
or email for info and photos.
Tel: 076-256407, 01-676-
4849. Fax: 076-256407.
Email: amono@Iloxinfo.co.th

NEW HOUSE

fully furnished. 3-bed house,
10 mins drive to Laguna area,
800m from the Heroines’
Monument, with aircon, UBC
TV, standard kitchen and gar-
den. 30,000 baht/month for
long-term contract. 3 months’
deposit required. Tel: 06-682-
9922. Email: mvanichakul@
hotmail.com

FOR RENT IN KAMALA
2-bedroom apartment for long-
term rent, fully furnished,
aircon, UK-style kitchen, UBC
TV, swimming pool and Ja-
cuzziin a private new develop-
ment. Agents welcome.
Please call for more details.
Tel: 01-9580489, 09-874-
6185.

NEW HOUSE FOR RENT
Fully furnished, Thai-style, 3-
bedroom house, with sea viewv,
in town. Tel: 09-9724158.

NEW HOME WITH POOL
New furnished or unfurnished
Kamala home with pool, 6
months minimum rental,
35,000 baht. Pls call after 4
pm. Tel: 076-385940.

5-BED HOUSE 4 RENT
5-bed, 5-bathroom Thai-style
house for rent at Loch Palm
Golf Course. Close to Dulwich
College. Fully furnished and
less than a year old. Ready to
move in. 800-sgm garden. 3
tel lines. Car available if re-
quired. Short- or long-term
rental OK. Please email for
further details. 45,000 baht
per month. Tel: 65-983-
70340. Email: chris_winter@
veritasdgc.com

THE BEST VIEW

of Patong. Furnished 4-bed-
room house with a spectacu-
lar view over Patong Beach.
Big garden, UBC TV, for long-
termrent only. Tel: 02-513-
8348, 01-8915325. Email:
jorg 1@bkk4-.loxinfo.co.th

HOUSE FOR RENT

3-bedroom house, in desirable
Chao Fa Thani Estate, garden,
backs on to klong, 3 bath-
rooms, living room, study, din-
ing room, kitchen, air-condi-
tioned, fully furnished. 30,000
baht a month. Tel: 076-
281018, 09-4729841.

PATONG BEACH

Condos for rent. Fully fur-
nished, bathroom, kitchen,
aircon. From 450 baht per
day. Tel: 01-6366713. For
more information please
see our website at: www.
phuketaccommodation.net

PATONG SEA VIEW

apartment. Patong apartment
with sea view, kitchen and
cable TV. 10 mins to beach.
500 baht/day 10,000 baht/
month. Tel: 06-0268145.
Email: capnnard@excite.com

PATONG APTS

Availble for long-term rent.
Includes 1 bedroom, 1 TV
room, cable TV, aircon. Same
apartment with good sea view.
Prices from 5,000 to 20,000
baht per month. Tel: 09-290-
9567. For further details,
please see our website at:
www.brommathaihouse.com

POOLSIDE ROOM
forrent. Next to Wat Chalong.
Has kitchen, aircon and en-
suite bathroom for 5,000 baht
per month. Tel: 09-594-
3209. Email: olebay th@
yahoo.co.uk

HOUSE FOR RENT
New, quality, furnished 2-
bed house in Kathu with
aircon, UBC TV, European
kitchen,verandah and gar-
den. Tel: 01-3673106.
Email: martinkreutzinger@
hotmail.com

PRIME PROPERTY

for rent. Resort hotel in tropi-
cal garden between Kata and
Karon beaches for lease
from original landlord. 63
rooms, big seafood restau-
rant, pool and pool cafl.
Email: powerbaeda@web.de

TOWNHOUSES

for rent. Situated in quiet
area of Soi Sansabai, Patong,
2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms,
furnished, UBC, aircon, tele-
phone, short- and long-term
available. 20,000 baht a
month. Tel: 076-341871,
01-5697616.

Classified Advertisements

Please use this form to write your classified advertisement.
Then hand it to any of our agents.

B O A O A O (L EEX T

Classified ads are charged per line. Each line is 60 baht,
with a minimum of 4 lines (heading included) per ad.

All advertising must be paid for in advance.

Deadline for Property Mart page: Friday 3 pm.
Deadline for all other pages: Saturday 12 noon.
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OFFICE/SHOWROOM
Office and showroom space
available at The Courtyard.
Please call or email for more in-
formation. Tel: 076-263992,
01-8934200. Email: info@
thecourtyard-phuket.com

KATA PENTHOUSE
and rooms. Furnished, and
with UBC TV, aircon, fridge,
telephone, balcony and view.
11,000 baht a month and
5,900 baht a month. Tel: 076-
333589, 06-2766597. Email:
richardandooy@tesco.net

Property
Wanted

SPECIAL PROPERTY

wanted. | am looking to buy
a property in the Bang Tao
(or close) area of Phuket. |
would like sea views and a
house which is ‘a bit spe-
cial’. | am looking to pay a
max price of 60 million
baht. | would also consider
buying a plot of land if the
land is right. If you have
such a property. Email:
icrphkt@hotmail.com

HOME OFFICE

wanted. | am interested in
renting a shophouse, long
term, in a reasonable loca-
tion with facilities. Tel: 07-
9752326. Email: bus_asia
@hotmail.com

EXPAT NEEDS

long-term rental. | will be mov-
ing house soon when my con-
tract finishes and am therefore
looking for a house for long-
term rental. | am pretty flexible
regarding location but it needs
tobe ahouse and not aflat. Wil
ing to pay up to about 20,000
baht a month and a one-month
deposit. Look forward to re-
ceiving any details. Email:
phuket _expat@hotmail.com

HOUSE NEEDED

Kathu or City. Expat living and
working in Phuket is looking
for a detached house in the
Kathu or Phuket City area.
House must have fenced gar-
den, a minimum of 2 bed-
rooms, aircon and preferably
a European kitchen. Please
send all details by email to
Email: jimberan1@hotmail.
com

NEW SHOPHOUSE

near Robinson. We are looking
to buy or rent one unit in one
of the new shophouse build-
ings near Robinson depart-
ment store (behind night mar-
ket). The shophouses are
yellow. Please contact us ur-
gently. Tel: 076-264445-6.

LOOKING FOR LAND

in Patong. I'm looking to buy 1
rai in Phuket/Patong. Please
contact me by email if you have
something under 2 million baht.
Email: sgellepes@sbcglobal.
net

Accommodation
Available

AIRCON ROOMS
Air-conditioned rooms for only
375 baht. For further details,
please see our website at:
www.paradizo.com. Email:
paradizo@paradizo.com
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PHUKET BEVERLY HILL

We offer Exclusive
Residences at Beverly
Hills in Patong. Beautiful

Town House with Superb
Ocean Views.

For more details call
076-341871,
01-5697616
E-mail: sales@
phuketislandrealestate.com
Website: www.
phuketislandrealestate.com

. J

HOTEL PROMOTION
Special rate for low season,
long stays at beachfront hotel,
including ABF and facilities: just
18,000 baht/month. Please
call Tel: 076-345518 or 01-
8920038 for more informa-
tion.

PATONG LUXURY

apartments in central Patong.
1-and 2-bedroom apartments.
Email for info and photos.
Email: suites247@yahoo.com

FREE DEALS

available. Beautiful rooms
with aircon, showver, bath and
sunny balcony. Other facilities
include restaurant, bar, cable
TV, large screen sports TV,
swimming pool, sauna, free
snooker and free motorbike
rental. 750 baht per night, and
long-term deals available. Tel:
076-340743,09-8722752.
Fax: 076-344057. Email:
ukthai@procom.in.th

QUIET & CLEAN
APTS & POOL

Fully furnished 1-bed apart-
ments — with kitchen, bal-
cony, satellite TV, fan or
aircon, swimming pool with
poolside bar — located on the
quiet and chilling hillside of
Patong. Long-term rent starts
at 10,000/month. Tel: 076-
344.707,01-9785501. Fax:
076-344689. Email: info@
phuketforsale.com

PATONG
APARTMENT

Seaview, kitchen, cable TV,
10 mins to beach. 500 baht/
day. 10K/month. Tel: 06-
0268145. Email: capnnard
@excite.com

Accommodation Building
Wanted Services

HOUSE WANTED

3-or4-bedroom house, unfur-
nished, wanted for long-term
rental in Karon, Kata, Kata
Noi or Patong areas. Close to
the beach. Tel: 07-8973108.
Email: dx24@hotmail.com

SEEKING VIEWS

We are a couple who have
visited Phuket many times. We
are here now and looking for
accommodation with ocean
views on a monthly basis -
low season only. We require a
pool and satellite TV. We can
pay 7,000 to 10,000 baht a
month. Email: butterfly33@
yahoo.com

COMFORTABLE FLAT

| am looking for a comfortable
flat in Patong or nearby be-
tween June 15 and July 20,
approximately. Must have
kitchen, cable TV, aircon and
fan. Must also be located in a
good area. Email: midcac@
hotmail.com

RENTAL IN PATONG
Girl from Norway looking for
apartment or house in Patong.
Need it long term, from Sept
2004 to May 2005. Require
two bedrooms, fully furnished
and access to swimming pool.
Email: lilla_4ever@hotmail.
com

HOLIDAY HOME
wanted. English/Thai family
needs a house with 3-4 bed-
rooms, swimming pool, aircon,
kitchen, satellite TV, and hot/
cold water in the bathroom. We
will need it for holiday for one
month mid-July to mid-August
2004. Should be near ocean-
prefer walking distance, pref-
erably Patong area. Email:
arlhome@netvigator.com

LOOKING 4 A HOUSE

I'm looking for a nice detached
house in Rawai. 2 bedrooms,
bathroom, phone line, fur-
nished or not. I'll return to
Phuket in September and | am
looking to lease a place long-
term. Please email details to:
richardtekram@hotmail.com

HOUSE OR APT

for family. Our family of 4 (2
kids: 3yrs, 5yrs) is looking for
a nice house/apartment to rent
during our visit to Phuket from
May 27 to June 20. Must
have aircon, parking and pref-
erably a pool. Only quiet loca-
tions, distant from traffic noise
and nightlife wanted. We are
alsointerested in car rental and
daytime sailing/fishing trips and
excursions to beautiful
beaches and other islands.
Email: noreng@directbox.com

HOUSE WANTED

in Kamala. 2 bedrooms, 1 bath-
room, 1 large living room,
kitchenette and private gar-
den/swimming pool. Tel: 076-
325000.

FOR ALL YOUR Property
WOODWORK Services
For your built-in-furniture
and other woodworking, call
us. We offer reasonable
IJRI.IH'E"! rates, professional work HOUSE PAINTI_NG
ome and excellent service. Con- Do you need any k|_nd_ of
senvices tact Mr Bao for a free esti- first-class quality painting
mate. Tel: 076-284366 for your new house? Or
: . ROREA . . repairs? For more informa-
Tepaws 'IﬂIEIMEIErTEE %Ioi?ﬁgt%ﬁhEmaﬂ. shakd tion, please call Tel: 072-
rencvation * bullding - 868634.
air condibioning
woodwork » stonework AAA STORAGE SPAS R US
medahwork + electrical offers a safe, secure Steam room/sauna and ac-
plumbing * gardening an? frully |rr15mur<id r%‘flﬂd'ng cessories, and portable hot
pressure cleaning eI:ct\r/(()):ic egu(i)pn:e%t tubs from L(JjSA QLéa“tg
; . 4 / equipment, designed an
window cleaning furniture, boxes, etc. We installed for your needs.
also sell padiocks and Business and residential.
Tel: 076 324 400 cardboard boxes. Tel: 09-7939268.
Mobile- OF 282 0200 Tel: 06-7428743.

Pservices [ "serviecs [Nkt
vi
Needed LARGEST
LOCK.UP STORAGE | ' e — portfolio of
Cars and motorbikes can be Classified Ads
stored securely in our new LOOKING 4 A MAID more than 2,000
500-sgm steel lock-up indus- Couple with one 19-month-
trial shed. 24-hour security| | old daughter in Kamala is of them — and
and motion-sensor security. looking for an honest maid p| ace your ad
Tel: 01-0825707. who loves kids. We do
have a room with TV for
you — if you need it. We are F RE E'
ONE-STOP SERVICE | |sureyou would love to work
Roofing, floor tiles, pressure | | for us. Tel: 076-278090, Seeth
cleaning, painting, kitchen, | [07-2682118. Email: rauter e
bathroom, aircon, water and @cscoms.com Ph u ket G azette
electric systems, repair and .
dOcor by our handyman| MAID 4 CLEANING Onlineat
team. Call Tel: 09-5913996 | am lookina for alady to cl
or 01-8953185, or email: | 2 eoxingfora‘ady to clean
hservice@phuket.ksc.co.| ™Y house once every week.
th TPl Please contact only by SMIS to
Tel: 07-1313750.

Would you like to keep up on what’s happening
in Phuket - the good, the bad and the bizarre?
Let ug share it with you - every week/

Tik; The Phuket Gaectte Co Ltd, 3672 Yaowarat Road,
vmphuor Muoang, Phoket 83000, Thailond,

YES, | want to receive the PHUKET GAZETTE '“‘.!;n.ﬂ" .
for a full year - 52 igeues| g o Yoo
| hereby authonze payvment against my Visa 01 / Mastercard O
1 Thai Baht 1,560 for Phuket Special Delivery (Fhuket Island only!)
- Thai Baht 2,800 for a domestic subscription {outside Phaket)

-

Fhai Baht 8,000 for an overseas subscription (any country outside Thailand)
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resorts gl Lapoma Phoket the Sheraton Grande Lagana Phoket is cureently seeking
Iy iu alilied prraoles=ssem als wmith relevang ex ey fuars the fialliow g peositinens:

SALES & MARKETING

Lhirestor of Events

Senior Events Manoge

Husiness Lenire Adminisiraior

Sevrpdary fo Directar of Soles & Morketing
Salbe Ulnordimalor (Bkk based)

ket tane 4 copmimiEi e s Lo limmtae

Homan REsounces

® Trai Il.i:||.| Ml sii e ]
HI:II_'HI"H?'.}'.F'[NHE

| Asaiatonl Executive Hoies L1'|'|||'r

Frowt OFFICE

a Lmest Serviee A=enl

Foon & BEVERACE ® Chief Conrierge
® Thak Chel & Night Manager

a F&H Shifn Laaele & el Helatioms Manager | Japimese)
w FA&N Arenadam ® Gaest Relatims CTicer | Lapaness)

I aslilligion b0 the relevamt expersence and skills, applicamis shoubl have o pleasant
persanalidy, positive sitidunde, good ineppersosnl and commpnication skills as well as goml
ervmmnmil ol Emglish. Sucoesalul candidntes will e adfered atirsctive salaries and beneliis
Flease apply in person or send application, resame amil recent photn o
Human Resowrces Department - Sheraton Grande Laguna Fhaked
1 Mise 8 Spigssonibiorn Rad., Thalomg, Mhaoker 830040
Tel: 46 767 328 1017 Fax (66 T 240400

Emulle Ghay anweli. Cladlhabuddhii@lusaey esllectlon. e o
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THE LuxuiEy CoLiecTios

gt el @ Beisani

International Property Consultants,
Agents, Valuers, Property managers

URGEH TL‘I'I REQU!RED W= ame intematonal property consulams with awes 200 offices

wolldwide, providing property Bgency sanicas, asas] valiabion, property and Taclilies marapaman,
res=arch ard consuBancy.

Villa Rental Manager

Due to our rapid expansion into the villa renfal markat, wa have a strategic
position available for an exparienced properly parson {praferably in hotel and
hospitality industry) to manage and oversesa this division,

= {rimis @ mabor vehicle

A, Thavorn Hotels & Resorts Phuket

(wmers of Thivorn Hotel in Phuket Tovwn, Thawom Grond  Plaza in Phuket Town, Thawon
Faim Baadh Resort on Karon Beach, Theeorn Beach 'Sliage & 5pa on Makaby Bay, nes
ot s smera OTG Beach and The Nakatey Junk, & curmently looking for :

= iemeral Managers
Resident Managers | Hotel Managers | Executive Assistant Managers (Rooms | FER)
Food & Beverage Directors | Managers | Restaurant Managers | Asst. Managers
Ewecutive Chefs (expat) | Executive Sous Chefs [expat or Thal) | Cheds
Reomss Division Manager [ Fronk Office Managers | Asst, Managers
Director of Marketing | Dinechor of Sales | Sales Managers [Banghok & Phelet oMices)
Programmans - | php, btsad, MySOL, JovaSeript)
'Wieh Desigrers - [ Drsasrweaver, Flash, Phitoshop, Illustrateor)
Texk Editors for E-Commeroe Dapartment
iChief Acoountants | Acoowntants
Spa Manager | Asst. Spa Managers
Trainimg Manager | Emglish Language Instructor
Admirn. Manager | Execative Secretary | Secretaries (for Marketing
Commumications and Research & Development Department)
Receptionists | Guest Relations Officers | Managers
§  Travom Bead Wilage & Spa - salary stars Baht 12000 eecchidng servioe chame
b Treavom Paim Beach Resor - sabary starts Baht 10,000 exiding service charge
b Travom Grand Maza Hote - saiany stants Bant 8,000 exduding service drarne
# [Many Jumior and Middle Mansgement Admin, & Service Staff [ Managers
§ The idenl candidabed: for professionsl posdtions MUST pofdssss sessral yoars
Scfatienca i @ similar capacity with 4-5 dhars hobeld and msoris
B First e candidates lor the Fobel industry are most welcome, [deslly, new conidtales
for management postions MUST possess a degree, prefecably mestsr degres. from
recoaiined utiverilies
¥ Vi offer a good salary and escelent Denefils [0 e ight candidales
Thiaworn Group 1S locking for yound, enerpelic, commilied, resuk-orienied and welf-mothsted
Thais and expatristes in foin our leam. Inteested cordidales should send thesr applications
with O and Bwd recenl pholos o :
Group Human Pesgurces Director
Thawern Hotels & Resorts Phuket

c/o Thavorn Grand Plaza Hotel
40v'S Chana-Chanoen Road, Muang, Phoket 83000

=9 Nl applications mll be- breaded wish shiciest conlidence. Ondy shortlisind cancicdates will be nobitec for an inbervies. ¥

SPA/HR MANAGERS
The Mangosteen Resort &
Spa, a high class boutique
resort in Nai Harn, is looking
for an experienced Spa Man-
ager (Thai national only).
Good command of English
language is a must. HR Man-
ager urgently needed for a
team of 100 employees.
Please contact for more de-
tails. Tel: 076-289399. Fax:
076-289389. Email: hajo@
mangosteen-phuket.com

1 i) ‘Trink TS & PO

HOTEL STAFF

wanted for a small, 5-room
hotel in Patong. We have a
vacancy for a female all-
rounder aged between 22
and 32. Should be an English
speaker, with duties to in-
clude reception, accounting,
bar, breakfasts, room-clean-
ing, laundry and other typical
hotel jobs. Salary dependent
on gqualifications. We offer
free accommodation, food,
laundry, motorbike, mobile
phone and health insurance
for the right applicant. Tel:
06-1062566. Email: philipp
@loxinfo.co.th

ELECTRICIAN NEEDED
for the marine industry.
Working onboard boat only.
Should be aged between
20-30, some spoken En-
glish and with a good under-
standing of electrical mat-
ters. Car license an advan-
tage. Tel: 09-4741246,
076-273 379. Please call or
email to apply. Email: nid@
octopusasia.com

RESTAURANT STAFF
Head chef and all staff re-
quired for Rock Fish (previ-
ously known as The Balcony)
in Kamala. Must have expe-
rience, a good attitude and
the desire to learn. Rock Fish
offers modern healthy cui-
sine amidst oceanfront sur-
roundings with a fun atti-
tude. Tel: 09-2873161.
Email: kamalarestaurant@
hotmail.com

HOLIDAY RESORT
Staff wanted to fill the fol-
lowing positions: Assistant
to the General Manager and
sales staff. To work for local
chain resorts on Koh Yao Noi
in Phang Nga, Chiang Mai,
Cha-am and Ayudhaya.
Please contact to apply or for
further information. Tel: 02-
7115997-8 (ext 21, 34).

Ideally the preferred candidate would be:

= Farnale (Thal Mational} sge 27 years plus,

= Excellent command of English (written and spoken),

= Vilbrant personality, profesaional s appearance and custaomer serviced orientated

I you ane [ooking Tor change of a mone challenging positon and wish 1o join a
professional, leading international proparty agency in Phukel, then please send
yaur GV to;

Stephen O'Brien
Manzging Director
Knight Frank [Phuket Branch)
stephen@knightfrankihadand com
Talephonae: OTE 356 777
Faesimila: 078 306 TAG

Timeshare Sales
German, Scandinavian & Belgian
Sales Reps reguired at View Talay
Holiday Resort, Jomitlan
Up to 14% commission
Excellant Up Flow
Call 08 5423041
Waekends or after 8 pm

The

Phuket Gazette

thie ki s English-languape mevwspaper

The Phaket Gazetfe seeks to fill the following
positions:

Desk Editor. The successful candidate will be a
computer-savvy, native English-speaker with high-
qualsty writing skills and a passion for clear, accurate
English. The job entails editing, laying out and proof-
reading editonal, classifieds and display advertise-
ments.

Reporter. The successful candidate will be a Tha
nationa| with initiative, an outgomg personality and
plenty of curiosity about the world and how it works.
Also essential are the ability to communicate in En-
glish, both spoken and written, and a car driver’s
license.

Applications should be submitted by email to

alasdairi@ phuketgasctte.net

Admin Assistant — Classified Ads. The success-
ful canididate will be a Thai national with an culgo-
ing personality. Also essential are experience in=ales
and'or administration; a good command ol writlen
and spoken English; good management and
orzanizational skills; and a reasonable degree of
computer literacy.

Applications should be submitted by email to

mem(n phuketgazette.net
Tel: 07T6-236555. Fax: 076-213971.

GazetteClassads—

4,000 readersaday!
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Island Job

Mart

FIVE-STAR
OPPORTUNITY

The Watermark bar and
restaurant is pleased to
offer the following posi-
tions: Sous Chef (1); Cater-
ing & Outlet Supervisor (1);
Cook (1). All staff will be
perfectly presented and
service-minded, positive,
happy and hardworking
team players. Excellent
English skills required. Ex-
perience not always essen-
tial as clever, enthusiastic
people can learn quickly.
Successful candidates
have a first-class opportu-
nity to excel and succeed
with this young, dynamic
expanding company. Visit
our website at: www.
watermarkphuket.com
Tel: 076-239078, 01-
7376184. Fax: 076-239
078. Email: watermark@
ocean-catering.com

HEAD GARDENER

We are looking for a man,
suitably-experienced in gar-
dening and able to under-
stand some English, to work
as Head Gardener. Good
salary for the successful
applicant. Tel: 076-281084,
01-8953185. Email: man@
islandhomephuket.com

URGENT

Housekeeper needed ur-
gently. Must be able to speak
English and live in. Good
wages and working condi-
tions offered. Please call for
more info. Tel: 076-273427.

SECRETARY

Property Secretary required.
Bright English-speaker re-
quired to continue the setting
up of a villa project in Koh
Kaew. Requirements: inde-
pendent; computer literate;
and have own transport. Sal-
ary dependent on experience.
Please contact for more in-
formation and to apply. Tel:
076-236616, 01-8952206.
Email: siamuk@Ioxinfo.co.th

THAI MARINE LEISURE
Authorized agents for QBE
insurance, as well as a yacht
broker, is looking for a male
Thai national with a good
command of English, own
vehicle, love of meeting
people and a passion for
hard work. Experience in the
marketing field is an advan-
tage. Please send your CV
by fax or email to apply. Tel:
01-7970835. Fax: 076-
238974. Email: insurance@
thaimarine.com

ELECTRICIANS

2 experienced Electricians, a
Foreman, and an Accoun-
tant (QuickBooks Pro expe-
rienced) wanted. Tel: 076-
254752,

ASSISTANT
GENERAL MANAGER

AGM position is available
in a boutique resort. Will be
responsible for daily opera-
tions and human re-
sources duties. Thai na-
tionals only need apply,
and by email only please.
Email: jobs@opensthe.net

OFFICE SECRETARY
Thai national, fluent in writ-
ten and spoken English,
wanted for position as Of-
fice Secretary. Only experi-
enced persons should apply.
Please email or fax resumi
for interview. Fax: 076-
238974. Email: charter@
thaimarine.com

PROPERTY SCOUT
Thai person with good En-
glish skills required to find
property and land for sale.
Own transport necessary.
Good salary and commission
paid. Tel: 076-280805 or
01-2710496.

MODELS WANTED

for Angel model and promo-
tion shoot on May 15. Tel:
01-5396106, 01-0856806.

ENGLISH TEACHERS
ECC has positions for native
English speakers in govern-
ment primary schools in
Phuket City. Start date May
10. Please send CV by email
or fax. Tel: 076-219062.
Fax: 076-214498. Email:
eccpkt@ecc.ac.th

Employment
Wanted

HOTEL MANAGEMENT
Seasoned hotelier with 20
years of hotel and resort and
F&B management experi-
ence in Thailand, elsewhere
in Asia, Pacific islands, the
Caribbean and Hawvaii at 4-5
star properties is available for
employment again in Thai-
land. | am a certified hotel ad-
ministrator, and very flexible
on availability. Tel: 808-
2229545, Email: palanifcr@
hawaii.com

ESL/TESOL TEACHER

| am a native English speaker
from the US. | have an arts
degree, majoring in English as
a second language (ESL). |
have four years combined ex-
perience working with and
teaching native and non-na-
tive English speakers in Eu-
rope, Africa, North America
and Asia. | am currently
working as an ESL Instructor
in South Korea. | am search-
ing for employment in/near
the areas of Kathu, Patong,
Karon, Kata and Chalong
Bay. Email: bgilley 3@yahoo.
com

CLASSIFIEDS

Articles for

Sale

BAR EQUIPMENT

for sale. Pool table, bar with
overhead display, cabinet for
glasses, mirrored bottle and
glass display, sink unitin cabi-
net, and various TVs, for sale.
Call for details. Tel: O1-
5369079.

GOLF CLUBS

Tommy Armour 845s V-31
EVO Cavity PW-3iron, True
Temper Tri-Gold graphite
shafts (black). 2 Orlimar
TriMetal Plus fairway woods:
120 and 140, True Temper
ultra-lightweight graphite
shafts (green). 2 sets of Ping
Eye 2 irons, PW-2 iron Red
dot and Blue dot. Ladies
Mizuno irons, PW-3 iron only
used twice. Tel: 05-098-
0976. Email: donadams@
mail.com

PICNIC TABLES

Rustic 2m solid wood picnic
tables with built-in benches.
Made to order by local Thai
man. Ideal for outdoor living
or for restaurants/bars. Other
sizes available. Free delivery
to your home or business.
Price: 3,500 baht each. For
more info and pictures please
email. Tel: 09-6475625.
Email: lum@rawai.com

CHILD CAR SEAT
1-month-old car seat for child
up to age 4. Never been
used. New price: 6,500 baht;
will sell for 5,000 baht ono.
Make your baby safe. Tel:
072-635260, 09-5893389.
Email: nytram74@hotmail.
com

SAMSUNG V200
Samsung model V200 for
sale. 1 month old. Perfect
condition, still under war-
ranty. Please contact Khun
Natthada for more details.
Tel: 01-5366732, 01-5636-
6732. Email: samenta_great
@hotmail.com

BABY COT FOR SALE
Baby cot, with padded alu-
minium frame and mosquito
netting sides and cover. Size:
over Tm x 1m. Good for
small babies up to a year old
or a bit more. Also have a
pushchair in good condition.
Price: 1,500 baht for both
items. Tel: 076-202208 or
09-9705259. Email: info@
sunrise-divers.com

TRIATHLON BIKE
Specialized triathlon bike in
perfect condition. Perfect for
budding or established tri-
athletes. Only 6 months old,
35,000 baht ono. Contact
for more info. Tel: 07-263-
5260. Email: nytram74@
hotmail.com

& Trumpet

CANON/NIKON

cameras for sale. Canon EOS
650 with 35-105, 80-200,
50mm lenses, wide angle
adapter, and flash. Excellent
condition and works per-
fectly. Price: 25,000 baht.
Nikonos 35 mm IV-A. Old,
but like new. Never been
used underwater. Classic
and perfect. Price: 15,000
baht with case. Tel: 076-
274484 or 07-1862883.
Email: dhphawaii@hotmail.
com

MONITOR FOR SALE
Brand new 17" HP monitor.
New price is 8,500 baht. Will
sell for 4,500 baht. Tel: 06-
2775298. Email: thay_harly
@hotmail.com

SONY PC110
Camcorder for sale. Sony
PC110 Mini DV, 20 months
old. Cost 65,000 baht (have
original receipt and warranty
card). Will sell for 25,000
baht ono. Complete with all
original accessories (battery,
power adapter, lens shade,
remote control, DV in/out
cable, and AV cable). Tel:
01-2727556.

Articles

Wanted

MOBILE PHONE

Want to buy a mobile phone
in ‘as new’ condition. Must
be new model. Price should
be good for you and me.
Email: butterfly33@yahoo.
com

SOUND EQUIPMENT
Want to buy: mixer, amps,
speakers, microphones, the
whole works. Prefer to buy
everything together, but in-
dividual pieces considered.
Tel: 06-6836326. Email:
bluephoenixdesign@
hotmail.com

TREADMILL

A quality treadmill running
machine wanted in a good
condition. Must be robust
and in perfect working order.
Tel: 09-2167220. Email:
julianburgess@myway.com

CAMERA CASE

Sony Cybershot P7 under-
water case wanted. Tel: 09-
2875933. Email: sipos@
hawvaii.edu

USED ITEMS WANTED
Are you moving? Then sell
us your stuff for our empty
apartment. We are looking
to buy: luxury-quality mat-
tress or bed, and stuffed
sofa; coffee table; end
tables; table lamps; cooking
utensils; and even a cappuc-
cino machine. Tel: 01-740-
8526. Email: morganlanbin
@yahoo.com

PHUKET GAZETTE

Tout, Trader

UBC SET & AIRCON
Would like to take over (must
include installation and tun-
ing) a UBC satellite set. Also
looking for a portable air con-
ditioner (on wheels). Please
contact with details. Email:
blueskies 10000@hotmail.
com

SECONDHAND FLUTE
Looking for a secondhand
flute in good condition (for in-
termediate musician). If you
have one, or if you know
where to buy in Phuket or
Bangkok, please contact me.
Email: elsbellon@hotmail.
com

Boats &
Marine

S

For n raee
OF CHARGE
Insuranee ouore
FOR YOUR BOAT
COMMERCTAL

OR PLEASURE

TAMAPRAO YACHT
for sale at Tamaprao. Swed-
ish design, 36-foot fiberglass
motor yacht, 2x200hp en-
gines. Tel: 09-2002497.

33

__= v
S ey s L
Thal Flagged
36 ft Flybridge
2 ¥ 200 Yamaha
THB 2,000,000
contact

[ broken@thaimarnina.com

076-239111

Island Gypsy
Europa 36
Dne Owner Only
Top condition
LISD 169,000

contact
| broken@thaimarine.com

076-239111

BOSTON WHALER

wanted. 20-22 feet in
length with central con-
sole, not older than year
2000. Equivalent boat
considered. Please email
with more details. Email:

balipenang@hotmail.com

SIM]’SEJN'/‘ MARINE

Storebro 50
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Silverton 36.2
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[ +2 cabins | Major refit December 2003 | « Two cabies | presantable condition

| * Lying Singapae

Conlad Pad Schallen
pal scholim s mpsosmaring com

= Lying Porl Dickson, Matysia

Laniaci Siman Thedpira

smen. thesprpfsmpsonmaning com |

Mibie Phone: +06012-6041705

Mobie: Phone: el 22871 304

Check out our website at; www.simpsonmarine.com

Asia’s Leading Yacht Specialist




34 PHUKET GAZETTE

Tout, Trader & Trumpet

CLASSIFIEDS

May 8 - 14, 2004

T

12-M WOODEN
CRUISER FOR SALE

Comfortable, wooden 12-
meter, small Thai-registered
cruiser for sale. Has 115hp
Isuzu motor and a good in-
door loo/showver. Must sell
at the final reduction of
285,000 baht. Please con-
tact Harvey for more de-
tails. Tel: 07-2642978.
Fax: 076-290441.

BOAT FOR SALE
29-foot fiberglass motor
yacht with Thai registration. 2
x 280hp Mercruiser engines.
Price: 3.5 million baht ono.
Please contact for more infor-
mation. Tel: 076-239864.
Email: hktmkt@ksc.th.com

LONGTAIL BOAT

Good condition, new engine
(2-liter Toyota), lays in Rawai.
Price: 90,000 baht. Tel: O7-
2790572.

Business

Opportunities

HOTEL PROPERTY
FOR SALE

Would you like to own a ho-
tel, restaurant and rental
shop on Karon Beach? Easy
foreign ownership and rapid
company transfer. Please
contact us for further infor-
mation or see our website at
www.geocities.com/
hotelinparadise or call us.
Tel: 01-6931136. Email:
hotelinparadise@yahoo.
com

SURIN BEACH SHOP
for rent at a prime location at
Surin Beach. Contact Khun
Tud. Tel: 01-7978952; 01-
7977624. Email: susieyoga
@hotmail.com

PRIME LOCATION

Shop in prime location for sale.
Build your future with your
own shop. For further informa-
tion, please visit our website
at: www.rangrong.com or
call Tel: 01-6893194. Email:
2810@mail.austria.com

INVESTMENT

required. Exciting project in
Rawai, 4 rai on the beach,
needs 3.5-million-baht invest-
ment. Serious individuals only
please. Contact for more info.
Tel: 06-1010477. Email:
mhorak72@yahoo.com

GUESTHOUSE
FOR SALE

12-room guesthouse, over-
looking large lake and private
swimming pool, located near
Loch Palm Golf Course, for
sale. Also, 9 rai for sale with
water and pool. Tel: 06-
9757268.

PHANG NGA

3-story, 14-room guesthouse
is for sale. Convenient for
James Bond Island, banks,
market, restaurants and bus
station, and popular with both
guests and guidebooks. Clean,
aircon, fully furnished. A steal
at 6 million baht. Please call for
more information. Tel: 07-
6411963.

PATONG BUSINESS
Bars, shops, rooms or com-
bination of all three for sale
or lease. Only 300 meters to
beach. 7,000 baht/month.
Tel: 07-2738944. Email:
thesonapt_2536@hotmail.
com

GUESTHOUSE

in Kamala for long lease. Fully
equipped. Please contact for
more details. Tel: 09-514-
1288. Email: sheilaspies@
thailand.com

BAR IN KAMALA
Good, fully equipped bar in
Kamala available. Complete
with long lease, accommoda-
tion, pool table and lovely
staff. Contact for more de-
tails. Email: ehci-2u@hotmail.
com

OWN BUSINESS

Own abusiness with work per-
mits in Thailand. Please contact
for further information. Tel: 07-
2719664 Email: lester lougan
@yahoo.ca

RESTAURANT 4 SALE
3b-seat, fully-equipped restau-
rantin Patong for sale, ready to
work. 4 motorcycles for rent
and 6 computers with Internet
access. Tel: 07-048-6254, 01-
9496092. Email: pillar@
loxinfo.co.th

SPORTS BAR

and restaurant. Great location
in central Bangla area. Max 1
pool table, darts area, stereo/
DVD/satellite radio, 3 (UBC)
TV sets, 3 aircons, modern
kitchen, living area upstairs.
Upmarket bar with long lease.
Tel: 09-8677969. Email:
bangla 04@yahoo.com

| Problems with an extra-marital affair? Need somebody tolove? |

| ASK KHUN WANIDA "MOMMA DUCK"

I Faxyour questions to 076-213971

%f/v A

Y

WANT TO BUY
TRAVEL AGENCY

Foreign investor is looking
to buy small-to-medium
travel agency. Buy-out
possible, or increase of eg-
uity plus cash. Prefer loca-
tion in Patong. Email:
bluebirdthailand@hotmail.
com

OPPORTUNITIES
Multiple opportunities. Bars,
restaurants, guesthouses and
other premises/opportunities
offered. For more information,
please see our website at:
www. karonproperty.com/
commercial_sales.html or call
Tel: 076-398513, 07-283-
7161. Alternatively, email:
sa@karonproperty.com

PUB/RESTAURANT

on Soi Nanai with 40 seats,
balcony, 3 apartments and a
view of Patong for 25,000
baht/month on a 5-year con-
tract. Please email for more
details. Email: thomaspatong
@gmx.de

LAUNDRY FOR SALE
Good location in Kata, good
business and high possibility to
rent out. Tel: 07-2770572
(English/ French) or 06-
9511059 (Thai).

PRODUCTIONS

Phuket Production, the best
and biggest digital video stu-
dio at Phuket City. Tel: 09-
4745761.

RESORT FOR SALE
Koh Samui beachfront resort
for sale. Comprises 25 bunga-
lows and pool. For more infor-
mation, please see our website
at: www.phuketbooking.net/
real_estate

GERMAN RESTAURANT
A well-established German
restaurant with firm clientlle
at the best location now of-
fered for sale. Please see our
website at: www.phuket-
con.com/lomarest/sale/
english Tel: 076-280455, 01-
2738160. Email: ppe@
loxinfo.co.th

MLM LEADERS

US$4 billion healthcare com-
pany seeks frontline leaders
for launch in Thailand. Con-
tact for details. Tel: 02-
7269918, 06-3418781.
Fax: 02-7269917. Email:
makelifegood@aol.com

Don’t miss....

Issues

&

Aunswers

www.phuketgazette.net/
issuesanswers/index.asp

Business
Services

VISA RUN TO
RANONG
1,299 baht. Includes visa
stamp fee, insurance, trip
by boat and minibus (bothin
good condition), and lunch
with soft drinks. Daily trip
starts at 7 am at KFC at
Tesco-Lotus supercenter.
Please contact us for reser-
vation. Tel: 076-289201 or
01-5352637. For further
information, please visit our
website: www.phuket dir.
com/expressvisaextension

SEA CANOE
ORIGINAL

Special promotion for Thais
and residents from now to
July 2004. Day trip: 1,500
baht/adult; 750 baht/child.
Transfer excluded. Please
contact for more informa-
tion and for reservations.
Tel: 076-212172.

PIANO TUNER ON
PHUKET IN MAY

A professional piano tuner
with 45 years’ experience
is scheduling a piano tuning
trip at the request of
Dulwich International Col-
lege, Phuket. Available late
May or early June for 2 or
3 weeks to tune private
and professional pianos
during the trip. Price/rate to
be determined by the total
of pre-booked pianos, but
the average price has been
US$150-$200 per piano
tuning in Singapore during
last season'’s trip. Phone or
email me to get on the tun-
ing list for this special ser-
vice. Tel: 31-65-4663979.
Email: webbizz@xs4all.nl
For more information, see
my website at: www.
experienceamsterdam.
com/concert_services.
html

INTERNET

unplugged. GPRS - the most
cost effective way to access
the internet almost anywhere
in Thailand. Please contact us
for more info and demo. Tel:
01-8957727. Email: info@
axiominvestments.com

COMPUTER FOR SALE
Computer with Windows XP
Pro, printer, webcam, desk-
top. Only 10,000 baht. Please
contact for more details. Tel:
09-4729740.

WANT TO RENT

| would like to rent a computer
with the following minimum
specs: 2.4GHz, 512MB Ram,
128MB + Nvidia Graphics
Card or Ati 9800 Pro Graph-
ics Card, CD/DVD ROMand a
monitor that can handle
1024x768 resolution at 85
MHZ (not flat screen). | need
it for at least a month. Serious
offers only please. Tel: 07-
2661630. Email: kaj@
bbconsulting.se

Personal
Services
|

LEARN THAI AT HOME
From easy conversation to
far more advanced learning.
Coursework, cassettes and
home-study materials pro-
vided by Joy, a charming Thai
lady and ready to help. Or
teach English to your girl-
friend. Please contact for a
chat. Tel: 01-7971497. Email:
churee77@hotmail.com

ATSUMI HEALING

Fasting & detoxing, yoga &
meditation, to clean up
your health, get back into
shape and lose a kilo a
day. Discover your true
nature. Tel: 01-2720571.
For further details, please
see our website at: www.
atsumihealing.com

Personal
Services

Wanted

TRANSLATION

wanted. We need to have our
website translated into Chi-
nese, Japanese, Malaysian,
Thai, French and Italian. You
must be a native speaker of
the language. Tel: 076-
346142,01-7881466. Email:
richard_melen@hotmail.com

Personals

BACKGAMMON

players wanted for some ex-
citing games. Please call or
fax for more details. Tel: 076-
386113 or 01-577 8443.
Fax: 076-386114.

FEMALE TO GUIDE ME
| am an photographer, single
and looking for a nice woman
that would guide me as my
companion on my visit to Thai-
land in June. | am looking for
anintelligent woman who likes
to talk and is interested in art
and architecture. If you are
slim, aged 30-40 and single,
please feel free to contact me.
Email: fv62@hotmail.com

PUPPIIES FREE

2 black-&-white and 1 white
2-month-old puppies. Free to
good homes. All have had their
first vaccine. Please contact
Dr Suchon at animal hospital
next door to Promphan super-
market. Tel: 076-222362.

CUTE CAT

| have a young tom cat in need
of agood home. He is so affec-
tionate and will make a won-
derful pet. | have had him neu-
tered and fully vaccinated, but
sadly | already have five cats
and cannot take himin. Please
help. Tel: 076-383547, O7-
2719075. Email: mapwmc@
phuket.ksc.co.th

25% Oiscount on Standard Classifieds for
Shopper Card Holders

Place your ad in these pages;
Present your Shopper Card: and
Pay for the ad at our offices,

vou'll enjoy & 2%% dizcount® AMO have your ad appesar free of charge In
tha Gazetta's Isiand Trader Online

With more than 10,000 visitors & day, the Island Trader Onlina iz
Thailend's most active classified merketplace.

*Ads may be submitted in person or online
[phukatgazette.nat/olassiliads], but must ba pald for &t tha Gazettes officoes
The dizcount s not available whan paymeant is mede a8t our egents.

IF YOU...

The Phuket Gazette Co Ltd

367/2 Yaowarat Rd, Phuket City Tel: 076-236555 Fax: 076-213971




May 8 - 14, 2004

CLASSIFIEDS

Wheels & Motors

PHUKET GAZETTE

35

Phuket’s Most Trusted &
Reputable Supplier of the Finest
Quality Used SALOONS,
SEDANS, JEEPS & PICKUPS

New cars or trade-ins —
we have what you're
looking for
For more info pls call us at
Tel: 076-224632, 216243
WWW.suremotor.com

DAIHATSU
FOR SALE

Daihatsu Grand 1997 model
in metallic gold. 92,000km,
radio/cassette player, new
aircon. Two owners, and in
excellent condition. Price:
270,000 baht, negotiable.
Tel: 01-6063525. Email:
boyorasa@hotmail.com

NISSAN CEFIRO 3.0L

V6 for sale. Black with beige
interior. Only a few months old
(11/2003). Possible takeover
of finance. 460,000 baht paid,
monthly payments of 27,000
baht for the next 42 months.
On takeover, 30,000 baht a
month. Tel: 05-1456238, or
email for more info: johan@
phuketbusinessbroker.com

ISUZU TROOPER
FOR SALE

100,000km. Fully serviced,
1998 model. Electric win-
dowvs, aircon, 7 seats, black
leather upholstery, petrol.
Cost: 695,000 baht. Tel:
076-288379, 01-079-
6006. Please email: steve
@wynndavies.com

TOYOTA 4-DOOR

PICKUP
Mighty X. Benzine engine, roll
bar, aircon. Chrome wheels,
good tires. Great shape. 5-
speed. Price : 175,000 baht.
Tel: 076-288743. Email:
rkkramer5643@yahoo.
com

OPEL 1.4 1994

3-door, 5-speed, 1.4-liter Opel
for sale. Needs nothing. Has
had recent work, with re-
ceipts. Reason we are selling
is the wife needs an auto-
matic. 185,000 baht. Tel:
076-289244, 01-7470941.
Email: rawaitim@yahoo.com

MITSUBISHI CHAMP
Catalytic, 1995 model,
bronze, 1300cc, good condi-
tion. 150,000 baht ono. Tel:
076-274819, 09-1630225.
Or Email: clareamwilliam@
yahoo.com

:hh heels
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NISSAN TRUCK
230,000 baht. One owner
since new. King Cab, red,
mag wheels, power steer-
ing, manual transmission.
Stock Nissan gasoline en-
gine. 11.5km per liter on the
highway; 8.5km per liter in
town. Tel: 076-280- 590.
Email: eric@insurance-in-
thailand.com

4-DOOR TOYOTA
pickup.Benzine engine, roll bar,
aircon. Chrome wheels, good
tires. Great shape. Tel: 076-
288743.

Classified ads are charged per line. Each line is 60 baht,
with a minimum of 4 lines (heading included) per ad.

All advertising must be paid for in advance.
Deadline for Wheels & Motors page: Saturday 12 noon.

NEARLY NEW

Honda CR-V, 6 months old.
Only 5,000km, Just had first
service/oil change. Stylish
package model, in metallic
gold, including leather interior,
6 CD player, side rails, etc. Plas-
tic covers still on rear seats —
never used. Honda warranty.
Make me a realistic offer, in
baht or UK sterling. Contact
me for photos and more info.
Tel: 06-7421780. Email:
acorngray @aol.com

JEEP CHEROKEE

Siver gray, 2001, 2.5L petrol
engine, manual, 21,000km.
Drives and looks as new. Full
service history, gray leather
seats, bull bar, side steps, no
accidents, garaged since new.
Surplus to family needs, hence
low km and sale. 650,000
baht ono. Tel: 01-8916174.
Email: phuketcherokee@
hotmail.com

4X4 FOR SALE

Nice Toyota Tiger 4WD, 2.5
turbo diesel, 2 doors, lots of
extras. 34,000km, new in
June 2002. Price wanted:
580,000 baht. Contact Jim.
Tel: 07-8823940. Email:
albertjames1940@hotmail.
com

SUZUKI CARIBIAN

Dark-green Suzuki Caribian,
1998 model, for sale. Good
condition, regularly serviced,
runs well. 195,000 baht obo.
Tel: 01-5361495.

Motorbikes

CBR 400

Excellent condition. Lovv km.
Please call 07-2633272.

Please use this form to write your classified advertisement.
Then hand it to any of our agents.
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BIG MOTORCYCLES

Honda CBR 400, ‘96 model,
58,000 baht. Honda CBR
400, '98 model, 63,000
baht. Both in good condition.
Tel: 09-4729740.

BIG MOTORBIKES
Honda 400 CBR and 400
Super in good condition.
Price: 75,000 baht. Tel: 07-
8814415.

KAWASAKI BOSS

for sale. 2 years old, 16,000
km, green. Only 35,000 baht.
Tel: 01-6912881.

HONDA WAVE

for sale. Electric starter, and in
very good condition. Tel: 04-
0586665. Email: doctor@
hotmail.com

DREAM BIKE 4 SALE

Honda Forza scooter, direct
import from Japan, 250cc, 4
years old, 23,000km, foreign
owned, excellent condition,
automatic. Asking price:
140,000 baht (negotiable).
Tel: 01-8926766. Email:
manuphuket@hotmail.com

HONDA WAVE

Red Honda Wave for sale.
13,900km, 18 months old.
20,000 baht. Tel: 06-595-
3210. Email: ecoquest66@
hotmail.com

HONDA PHANTOM

200cc. 12 months old, new in-
surance, new battery, 8,500
km. Cream with white/green
metallic paint, Givi suitcase
box, helmet and green book.
This bike is in perfect condition.
New price: 89.500 baht. Will
sell for 70,000 baht. Tel: 076-
346211,09-9715664. Email:
ronny2507vv@hotmail. com

YAMAHA TZR 150CC
2-stroke, 4 years old, fun to
drive, good tires and comes
with matching Index full-face
helmet. Looks great and runs
great. Tel: 07-8911323. Only
30,000 baht.

120CC BIKE

for 7,000 baht. 10-year-old
Yamaha JR120 for sale. Front
and back disc brakes. New
back tire. 12 months tax and
insurance paid from April 24,
2004. Original black/silver
color. One owner since new.
Tel: 01-8694059. Email:
martinmileswrigley @hotmail.
com

PHANTOM 4 SALE

| have a 4-year-old Honda
Phantom. Needs 1 new tire
and a new chain. Asking
40,000 baht or best offer.
Tel: 06-8868938. Email:
adamhalushka@hotmail.
com

YAMAHA FRESH

2003 Yamaha Fresh Il motor-
bike. Electric starter, front disc
brake, only 8,000km. Red,
just one year old. Has been
rented. Bike is in excellent
condition. New tax and insur-
ance. Price: 21,950 baht. Tel:
06-2725078. Email: sk2Zmax
@hotmail.com

400CC HONDA

1993 Honda VFR 400cc for
sale. Black, not a rental bike
(not easy to find in Phuket).
With green book. Ready to
ride. 68,000 baht. Tel: 01-
8926534. Email: gokartwan
@yahoo.com

Rentals

CHEROKEE
FOR RENT

T

4.0L, auto, leather seats, in
good condition. Luxurious
and safe car with first-class
insurance for rent at only
25,000 baht per month.
Tel: 01-3430777. Email:
montha_phuket@yahoo.
com

A1 CAR RENTALS
A1 Car Rentals present the
following vehicles for rent:
¢ Isuzu Hi-Lander, auto 4
door 28,000 baht/month
¢ Toyota Altis, auto new
28,000 baht/month
¢ Toyota Vios, auto new
22,000 baht/month
¢ Toyota Soluna 15,000
baht/month
All insured, and special

prices for long-term rentals.
Tel: 09-8314703.

MIRA - B9,900/MTH
Daihatsu Mira, in very good
condition, easy to drive, with
first-class insurance. Only
9,900 baht a month. Tel: O1-
2712825. Email: mira_rental
@yahoo.com

CARIBIAN 4 RENT
Suzuki Caribian jeep, in good
condition, with first-class insur-
ance. For rent at only 10,000
baht a month. Tel: 01-537
1050. Email: jeep_rental@
yahoo. com

HONDA MTX125
Looking urgently for a Honda
MTX 125, in decent condi-
tion, for a fair price. Small re-
pairs no problem, but no junk-
ers please. Email: klauszelm@
hotmail.com

RENTAL MOTORBIKE
wanted. | am looking for a
rental motorbike to use for
while I'm on holiday in Phuket
from June 15 to July 20.
Please email me knowv if you
have one or know where | can
find one. Email: midcac@
hotmail.com

RELIABLE JEEP

Looking for reliable, well-main-
tained, secondhand jeep for
under 80,000 baht. Also will-
ing to pay in cash and/or part
exchange for latest model
Honda Wave 125cc or Phan-
tom 200cc. Email: jTmes@
yahoo.com

Have something to sell?
Tell the WORLD!

All CLASSIFIED ads in the Phuket Gazette
appear FREE OF CHARGE in the

Phuket Gazette Online

Number 2 in GOOGI€ / 10-15,000 visitors a day!

Phuket Gazette.Net/Classifieds

Focused exclusively on Phuket -
and delivered to the world!
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«SE 1w, SPECIAL SHOW

@ 3 COMEDIANS Il
pasie

3"° INTERNATIONAL PROPERTY AND
INVESTMENT CONFERENCE
and IDEAL HOME EXHIBITION,
ALMATY, KAZAKHSTAN, 16-20 May, 2004

Keynote speakers at the conference will be
Mr David Simister, Managing Director,
CB Richard Ellis (Thailand) Wednesday 26 May
Mr David Cook, - walermark
Headmaster of Dulwich International College Phuket , e, oo
and of the new Dulwich College, Samui.

Phuket and Samui property projects are to be represented at A PERECEMETE, K TS0 £ CCRETER A7 01 T WTET R
the Exhibition in this rapidly growing market of oil and
mining company personnel.

» ) View Thailand’s
For enquiries phone Graham Doven 01 897 0225 or email LARGEST

g_phuket@ksc.th.com portfolio of Classified Ads —

more than 2,000 of them!
See the Phuket Gazette Online at

TS S5 Thulet ™ *Tisliamm

Sponsored by

Switzerlands Leading Business & Hospitality
Schools/Universities Visiting Thailand

For more details please contact: Swiss Education Group

Tel : 02 652 1481

Schaal af Hatel
Management
S IMAU Jrnrut
Hotel Institute Rl s s s Alkarpron
Monteux Managemeni Schoel W IR e Switzer
HIM locuses on Hos pitality Managemsnk Switzerlamds prestigious Hotel Management School Switzerlands first Learming Resort campus One of Switzedands ik English speaking Hot=!
':I'Hlﬂl"lﬂ Deploma, Higher Diplema and Amerian ifi Thie fedmit § * Caux-Palace abows Maniriig, u-ﬂ.prln,g a uriies Balance between a highly Management Scheals, IHTT has an sxcellent

BA& Degres {Dual Major) in Hotel and Business the hirthplace of Switredands repitation for kotel  Intensive study programme inbusiness, languages reputation and strong Alumni in key positions

Mansgement. Located in its beautiful campas in - mamagement. Wide range of programmes including . and hospitality in 8 unigue envionmsnt offering mround the world, Trendy Tacilities in the ity
the City Certre of metrapalitan Momtreux British Bt hedar Degress are avadable emphaiiting state-of- the-art facilities far both study Cantre of Neuchatel,

owerlooking Lake Geneva, both management and practical siills and redanation.

WWW SWISSEDUCATIGN COM
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