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Pian gets
green light
for election

A small child heads for the ‘swimmers only’ zone at Patong Beach
while a jet-ski awaits another customer.

Photograph by Sangkhae Leelanapaporn.

By Dhirarat Boonkongsaen

PHUKET TOWN: Following
Governor Udomsak Usawarang-
kura’s announcement in late De-
cember that jet-skis will be
phased out in Phuket over a
seven-year period, the Phuket
Marine Office (PMO) set a Janu-
ary 31 deadline for jet-ski own-
ers to register their machines.

With the expiry of that dead-
line, the PMO is to begin crack-
ing down on unregistered ma-
chines, underage riders and other
violations.

But the man responsible for
bringing order to the unregulated
industry, which has claimed the
lives of two foreign tourists in
recent months, seems daunted by
the task.

Newly-appointed PMO
Chief Kritpetch Chaichuay told
the Gazette that efforts so far
have focused only on registering
jet-skis and promoting their safe
use. He said that phasing them
out completely, as Gov Udomsak
has ordered, could harm tourism.

He admitted that he felt it
would be impractical to enforce
long-ignored regulations requiring
tourists who rent jet-skis to have
Thai Helmsman Level 2 licenses,
a qualification that requires two
years’ documented proof of ex-
perience aboard a Thai-flagged
ship.

Although jet-skis are a ma-
jor cause of complaints from for-
eign tourists, he said that getting
rid of them entirely could harm
tourism in Phuket.

K. Kritpetch, assigned the
task of bringing order to an in-
dustry that has defied similar at-
tempts in the past, acknowledged
that, legally speaking, any tour-
ists caught operating a jet-ski
without a Helmsman’s 2 license

should be liable to six months im-
prisonment, a 5,000-baht fine, or
both.

But he said it would be im-
practical to enforce such a law
because it would mean the over-
night demise of the jet-ski rental
business in Phuket.

He said, however, that reg-
ulations allowing customers un-
der 17 years of age to ride jet-

skis only as passengers would be
strictly enforced.

K. Kritpetch said that
many jet-ski owners had been
unable to produce the import and
sales documents needed to allow
them to register their craft.

“The deadline is January
31,” he said. “[As of January 22]
we have registered about 30 to

Continued on page 2

PHUKET TOWN: The Phuket
Election Committee (PEC) has
dismissed a complaint against
mayoral candidate Pian Keesin,
allowing him to stand in the Pa-
tong mayoral poll on February 8.

Kittipong Thiengkunagrit,
Director of the PEC, told the
Gazette on January 23 that the
PEC had carefully considered
the complaint, lodged four days
earlier by rival candidate Song-
serm Kepsap.

K. Songserm presented the
PEC with a copy of a confiden-
tial letter from the Interior
Ministry’s Local Administration
Department, ordering K. Pian to
pay the government 51,869 baht
after K. Pian – who was mayor
at the time – allegedly bought
garbage trucks for the municipal-
ity at above-market prices.

The PEC has ruled that K.
Pian can run in the election, how-
ever, because he has not been
found guilty of corruption while
holding public office.

“K. Pian was never dis-
missed from his duties as mayor
because of corruption,” explained
K. Kittipong. “He has also not
been found guilty of benefiting
personally from the garbage
truck contract.”

K. Kittipong pointed out
that the Office of the Auditor
General may order local author-
ity figures to reimburse the gov-
ernment in cases where they pay
inflated prices, but that only the
National Counter Corruption
Committee (NCCC) may rule on
corruption allegations.

K. Pian’s case is still under
consideration by the NCCC, so
the PEC must consider him in-
nocent of the charges until
proven guilty, K. Kittipong ex-
plained. “I don’t know if [the
complaint] is a political game,”
he added.

By Gategaeo Phetsawang



N E W S2 P H U K E T  G A Z E T T E January 31 - February 6, 2004

Queer News

BANGKOK: Protection against
the elements for students was
once just a plastic rain poncho but
recent brawling among scholars
of rival vocational schools –
which left some innocent by-
standers dead – has caused par-
ents to take extra measures to
safeguard their children when
they step out to study.

The latest brainstorm – un-
veiled earlier this month on
Children’s Day – is a range of
youngster’s protective clothing
and accessories from the Bang
Rajan Project vigilante group.
Caps, vests, shoulder bags and
folders are lined with a bullet-
proof material capable of with-
standing just about all the slings
and arrows a Bangkok student
could expect on a school bus:
knife thrusts, sharpened sticks,
projectiles from beun pakka (zip
guns) and even shotgun blasts.

Victims of fashion
Developed with a grant

from the National Research
Council of Thailand, the light-
weight protective gear is reason-
ably priced at 600 baht for a bag.
A vest costs about 1,000 baht.

Gen Songpol Iam-bunyarit,
head of Bang Rajan’s research
team, said the reinforced cloth-
ing was a sign that Thai creativ-
ity was not inferior to that of for-
eigners.

The general encouraged
parents unable to afford the scho-
lastic combat gear to make sure
their children carry thick books,
which can also be effective at
minimizing the impact of the
weapons favored by warring stu-
dents.

It was not reported if there
was any plan to market the inno-
vative garments in Thailand’s
troubled southern provinces.

Source: Kom Chad Luek

BANGKOK: A man from Buri
Ram province who went on a
three-day drinking binge over
New Year returned to his job in
the capital with a terrible pain in
his abdomen – which he appar-
ently tried to cure by operating
on himself.

The man, identified as a 32-
year-old Sanan Jodrum, did what
most low-paid laborers in Bang-
kok do over the New Year holi-
day: he boarded a bus and went
back to his hometown to see fam-
ily and friends.

After saying a brief hello to
his wife, he joined a wong lao
(literally, a “whisky circle”) with
his rural friends, drinking continu-
ously for three days and three
nights – without eating.

When he returned to the
capital, he suffered from terrible
stomach pains. He consulted a
doctor who told him it was the
result of excessive alcohol intake
and lack of food.

The doctor gave him a
couple of injections but these did
not help. Now that conventional
medicine had failed him, K. Sa-
nan became convinced that the
cause of his gastrointestinal woes
was sorcery.

According to a local super-
stition, it is possible to curse a
person in such a way that an in-
digestible strip of buffalo hide
somehow finds its way into an
enemy’s stomach, causing great
pain followed by agonizing death.

On the morning of January
7, K. Sanan was found dead.
Arriving on the scene, investiga-
tors found his lifeless body lying
face-up in a pool of blood, a
single knife wound, apparently
self-inflicted, running from the top
of his ribcage to just below his
navel.

His intestines had burst
though the wound. No buffalo
hide was recovered.

Source: Daily News

The buffalo skin hunter

From page 1
40 jet-skis in Patong, but just as
many remain unregistered be-
cause their owners failed to sub-
mit proper import and sales docu-
ments. We have registered 24
more at Bang Tao beach and 34
at Karon.”

“Owners who fail to meet
the deadline and continue to use
unregistered jet-skis after Janu-
ary 31 will be fined 10,000 baht
each time we catch them,” he
warned. They would not, how-
ever, be sent to jail.

He said officers would dis-
tribute brochures at beaches to
ensure that everyone was aware
of the regulations, adding that

Patong would be the primary fo-
cus of the enforcement effort.

Other measures were being
taken, he said, to protect swim-
mers and tourists who rent jet-
skis.

“We have already zoned
swimming areas along beaches,
and we will put up signs warning
tourists about the potential dan-
gers of jet-skis,” he said. “The
signs will also list guidelines for
their safe operation, such as the
need to wear life jackets.” He
noted that many tourists drive jet-
skis recklessly.

K. Kritpetch said all sides
need to work together to improve
safety and that no single agency
could improve the situation on its
own.

“Without a continuous ef-
fort, jet-ski operators will just fall
back into their old ways,” he
added.

“Regarding the current plan

that [aims to] put all jet-ski op-
erators out of business in seven
years, we will have to review the
situation two or three years be-
fore that deadline to see if jet-skis
are still a major cause of injury
and complaints by tourists and a
common factor in crime cases.

“If that’s the case, the prov-
ince will probably have to go
ahead and ban jet-skis alto-
gether,” he said.

Vice-Governor Pongpow
Ketthong reiterated that the gov-
ernment was committed to rid-
ding the island of jet-skis within
seven years. He told the Gazette
that regulations would be strictly
enforced and that any jet-ski seen
being operated by a minor would
be seized immediately.

But he also dismissed the
idea of enforcing the law requir-
ing the Helmsman 2 license as
impractical because the qualifica-
tion is available only to Thais.

Doubt cast over jet-ski ban plan

BANGKOK: Entrants in a new
English-language essay competi-
tion for high-school students in
Thailand could win a trip to the
Irish capital, Dublin, to attend the
annual International Impac Dublin
Literary Award ceremony.

Dr James Irwin, Chairman
of Impac University, which is or-
ganizing the Junior Impac Dublin
Literary Awards for Thailand,
explained, “Ireland has been the
home of writers of the highest
caliber, including James Joyce,
Seamus Heaney, WB Yeats,

George Bernard Shaw and Sam-
uel Becket.”

The competition for Thai-
land-based students was being
launched, he said, because, “we
hope ... to see more Thai authors
nominated for this award.”

Two trips to Dublin are up
for grabs. Five merit awards of
10,000 baht will also be made.

For details of how to enter
the competition, turn to page 17.
Results will be announced in the
Phuket Gazette and The Nation
at the end of March.

At the launch of the Junior Impac Dublin Literary Awards for Thailand
are, from left, Irish Ambassador Daniel Mulhall, Phuket Gazette

Managing Director Rungtip Hongjakpet, Nation Editor Pana Janviroj
and Dr James Irwin, Chairman of Impac University.

Student writing contest launched

PHUKET TOWN: Filipinos who
work in Phuket should be able to
obtain one-year visas instead of
three-month or six-month visas,
the new Philippines Ambassador
to Thailand, Antonio V Rodri-
guez, said at the end of his first
official visit to the island on Janu-
ary 26.

Making the plea in talks with
Vice Governor Niran Kalayana-
mit, he noted that many entertain-
ers and musicians were among
the 300 to 400 Filipinos who work
on Phuket.

The group is substantial
enough to have formed its own
association, he added.

Another issue raised by
Mr Rodriguez was the condi-
tions under which Filipino fish-
ermen were hired to work on
Taiwanese boats sailing out of
Phuket.

“Some of the workers are
not paid according to their con-
tracts and their passports are held
by their employers,” he said.

The ambassador, appointed
in September, also asked about
bird ’flu and was assured by V/
Gov Niran that Phuket is free of
the disease.

Envoy seeks
one-year visas
for Filipinos



January 31 - February 6, 2004 N E W S P H U K E T  G A Z E T T E 3

PHUKET TOWN: A pair of good Samaritans re-
turned two cash checks with a combined value of
526,000 baht to their rightful owner after discover-
ing them beneath a car on January 19.

Swede Fredrik Klingvall, owner of O’Malleys
Irish Pub on Montri Rd, and his Thai friend Kraiwut
Kunbaan had just finished eating lunch at a restau-
rant on Yaowarat Rd when they noticed the two
checks lying on the road beneath Mr Klingvall’s
four-wheel-drive vehicle.

The checks, one for 500,000 and the other
Fredrik Klingvall: ‘Returning the
checks will bring me good luck.’

A chunk of change for good karma
for 26,000 baht, were issued by the Chokchai Con-
crete Co. It was later learned that an employee
from the company had been on his way to cash a
total of five checks when he dropped two of them
while getting into his car.

With the help of the Phuket Town Police, Mr
Klingvall and K. Kraiwut on January 22 returned
the checks to the company.

Mr Klingvall said he believed that returning
the checks would improve his karma and bring him
good luck. – Supaporn Sriprom

PHUKET TOWN: A crack-
down by Phuket police has
sparked a rush by car drivers and
motorcyclists to apply for li-
censes, with the number of ap-
plicants jumping from an average
of 65 a day to around 120.

Another factor in the in-
crease has been a change in na-
tional policy that allows people
registered as living in other prov-
inces to take a test in Phuket.

Pol Lt Col Teeraphol Thipja-
roen, Deputy Superintendent of
Phuket Police Station, said that
police were now strictly enforc-

ing traffic rules and regulations,
including checking that everyone
pulled over has a driver’s license.

Prasit Amarapal, Chief of
the Phuket Land Transportation
Office (PLTO), said that people
in places such as hotels and
schools had been asking for in-
struction in what is required for
employees to receive licenses.

“Recently, the Boat Lagoon
asked for licenses for about 100
people so we told them all to
come to the office. They received
two hours of training, and were
then tested,” he said.

Crackdown causes long
lines for driving licenses

PHUKET TOWN: The dog
pound design that turned out to
be a dog’s breakfast has been
cleaned up, say officials.

Capable of holding 1,000
animals, Phuket’s pound will open
for business on March 1 at the
latest, the Chief of the Phuket
Provincial Livestock Office
(PPLO), Sunart Wongchawalit,
told the Gazette on January 23.

There was consternation
last year when officials discov-
ered that work on the pound, at
Bang Kanoon forestry plantation,
had begun on the wrong site.

Sorting out the mess is cost-
ing more and taking a little longer
than anticipated.

“After some parts of the
shelter had been finished, it was
found to be too small and not built
to specification,” K. Sunart said.
“We had to adjust some parts of
the plan, such as [the use of]
barbed wire that could not keep
the dogs in.”

The original budget of 1.6
million baht was increased to 2.8
million to expand the size of the
pound to cover four rai.

Local municipalities will
take responsibility for rounding up
strays and bringing them in. (Es-
timates of the number of strays
on Phuket range up to 13,000.)

“On arrival, the dogs will be
separated into females and males,
and all will be sterilized. Dogs
that are savage or sick will be kept
in isolation,” he said.

“We will also have a service
– like a dog hotel – allowing dog
owners to leave pets when they
are away from home for an ex-
tended period. The owners will
have to pay for this service,” he
said.

“There will also be a train-
ing center for dogs to learn the
proper behavior for them to be
adopted by families.

“Others will be trained to
work with police as drug sniffers
and for other duties.”

– Dhirarat Boonkongsaen

More tales
from the
dog pound

KARON: About 300 fake
luxury-brand watches with an
estimated retail value of more
than 500,000 baht were seized in
two “sting” operations in the Ka-
ron area on January 23.

Pubate Mingkwan, legal
representative in Thailand for a
number of well-known brands,
joined a team led by Phuket Po-
lice Deputy Commander Pol Col
Apirak Hongthong as they hit the
streets of Karon.

Officers observed from a
distance as K. Pubate bought a
fake watch from vendor Montha
Taiprasert at a stall on Patak Rd.
Police then arrested Montha and
seized about 200 watches.

Just 15 minutes later on the
same road Wiroj Jongwitayapi-
rom, owner of the Nong Mild
Watch Shop, was arrested fol-
lowing a similar “sting”. About
100 phony watches were seized.

Police seize
fake watches
in Karon raids

PATONG: One man died and 11
others were slightly injured in a
pileup that paralysed traffic for
an hour at one of Patong’s major
intersections on January 26.

A truck laden with construc-
tion tools and bags of cement
crashed into a pickup truck laden
with workers and a mini-bus out-
side Wat Suwankiriwong.

The impact threw the work-
ers in all directions and killed the
mini-bus driver, Wiwat Iamsa’ad.
The driver of the truck, Samniang
Sennawa, was arrested.

One dead, 11 hurt
in Patong pileup

KAMALA: The whereabouts of
divemaster Phikun “Nori” Srisak-
sungnoen, 25, remain just as mys-
terious as they were two months
ago, when she disappeared into
the dark at Kamala after drinks
with colleagues.

Police inquiries since K.
Nori’s disappearance on Novem-
ber 29 have so far failed to es-
tablish what happened to K. Nori
. A friend and former colleague

has since posted a reward of
100,000 baht for her return alive.

The missing woman’s sister,
Thanachat Srisaksungnoen, 23,
remains convinced that foul play
was involved.

K. Nori, who was born in
Kamala, shared a property there
with her two children and her
estranged husband.

“Her slippers were in the
house, and she left her cell phone
and her car behind,” K. Thana-
chat said. “I asked her husband,
‘Did she go out in bare feet?’ We
doubt it.”

K. Thanachat, who has al-
ready paid one visit to Crime Sup-
pression Division police in Bang-
kok, is planning a second trip
there in an effort to have the case
investigated more thoroughly.
She said she thought police were
“passing the buck.”

Pol Lt Col Pisit Cheunpetch,
the inspector in charge of the
case, denied this. He said that
local police were continuing to
look for clues to what happened
to K. Nori.

“We can’t class it as an in-
vestigation,” he said. “It is a miss-
ing person case.

“We have to find more evi-
dence as to what happened to her

and we [officers] don’t want to
be blamed as being on any par-
ticular person’s side.”

Marcus Etter, K Nori’s col-
league and close friend at Merlin
Divers, posted the 100,000-baht
reward. He said, “We have been
waiting for news. I still have no
idea where she is.”

Missing divemaster: still no clues

Five held for killing
of 15-year-old boy
PHUKET: Five teenagers are
being held by police and two more
are being sought over the savage
execution-style murder  of a 15-
year-old youth on Koh Sireh.

Khajornkiat Tongdeesuk
was tied and beaten before be-
ing taken, early on January 17, to
Naamsai Beach where his killer
fired a shotgun into his head.

Police allege that another
15-year-old known as “M” fired
the shotgun, apparently in reprisal
for a previous attempt by Kha-
jornkiat to shoot him. Those be-
ing held are aged 14 to 18 and
officers say all have confessed.

Superintendent Pol Col Pa-
ween Pongsirin told the Gazette
that seven teenagers in a white
van first captured “Lek”, a friend
of Khajornkiat’s, and forced him
to reveal where Khajornkiat was
planning to go that night.

Two teenagers then left the
group. Col Paween said, “From
2 am to 3 am, five people in the
van cruised around Phuket Town
until they spotted the victim. He
was on his motorbike with his girl-
friend on the back, out riding with
five friends who were also on
motorbikes.”

The van pursued Khajorn-
kiat to the Sapam Chinese Shrine,
in Tambon Koh Kaew on Thep-
krasattri Rd. With the van clos-
ing, Khajornkiat stopped his mo-
torbike and ran, Col Paween said,
but was soon caught. His girl-
friend escaped to alert police.

“The gang tied and gagged
Khajornkiat,” Col Paween said.
“They beat him up in the van.
Then they stopped the van in Koh
Kaew, where ‘Ab’, one of the
gang members, lived.”

The other gang members
dispersed as Ab and M lifted
Khajornkiat onto a motorcycle.

When the motorcycle ar-
rived at Naamsai Beach, Col
Paween said, M shot Khajornkiat
in the head. Then M and Ab fled.

Police, alerted to the mur-
der, rounded up M and four other
members of the gang that same
day. Two others, including Ab, are
still on the loose. Police believe
they still have the gun.

The oldest gang member,
18-year old Wichai “Gain” Saisa-
mut, is being held at Phuket Pro-
vincial Prison. The other four
gang members, too young to be
named, are being held without bail
at the Phuket Juvenile Observa-
tion and Protection Center.

Meanwhile, in Cherng Ta-
lay, a 19-year-old youth sought by
police in connection with the
shooting of an 18-year-old in the
leg on January 21 has surren-
dered. Thanawuth Yamtong de-
nied involvement in the wound-
ing of Jittisak “Sak” Tamtorpol.

By Gategaeo Phetsawang
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T
here was a time
when the water-
ways in many of
the world’s great
cities were little
better than sew-

ers, or in some cases, not even
that clean. Fish died from factory
waste dumped in the water and
no one wanted to live nearby be-
cause of the stench.

Phuket Town’s Klong Bang
Yai was never treated quite that
badly. But the largely man-made
waterway, which in its heyday
allowed goods to be transported
from the coast to the hinterland
and rural produce to be taken to
the coast, was no longer treated
with respect once roads became
a faster and more fashionable
medium of transport.

Just as many of the world’s
great waterways have been re-
vitalized, so the klong is now be-
ing brought back to life, with a
little help from Phuket’s friends
among the municipal authorities
in the US city of Portland, Or-
egon.

Before long, the people of
Phuket will have a say in the fu-
ture of their waterway. What
happens to it will be decided by
public vote, says Dr Tasanee
Aikwanich, Coordinator of the
Bang Yai Canal Scenery Devel-
opment Project.

The plan doesn’t have a
specific limit on its budget. Over
the next two years, as various
ideas are suggested and re-
viewed, the future of the once-
proud waterway will be mapped
out with care. Several local au-
thorities and corporate sponsors
are already backing the project.

The aims include reducing
pollution, making sure the klong
water is clean, and dealing with
problems caused by flooding. “It’s
like a jigsaw,” Dr Tasanee said.
“We haven’t specified how the

klong might look yet, but gradu-
ally it will come together.”

Efforts are being concen-
trated on the eight kilometers of
the 20-kilometer canal that come
within the boundary of Phuket
Town, with meetings on the fate
of the section from Phuket Bay
to the Ta Yai Restaurant sched-
uled for the next few weeks.

Already there’s talk of gar-
dens with brightly-lit paths along
the banks of the klong to improve
the quality of life in Phuket Town.

Old-timers remember when
medium-size boats could travel up
the klong from the bay right into
the heart of Phuket Town –
something that is no longer pos-
sible because roads have been
built across it at levels not far
above the waterline.

Locals realized how useful
a canal would be about 120 years
ago and gradually enlarged the
small natural stream to suit their
purpose.

How the canal got its name
makes an interesting piece of his-
tory.

Phuket historian, Ajarn
Pranee Sakulpipatana, says that,
way back when, senior govern-
ment officials from Bangkok
came south to draw a map of
Phuket. They asked the locals,
“What is the name of this canal?”

One local, having never had
to bother with such details, replied
“Bang Yai” – big waterway. The
folk from Bangkok, ever happy
to accept a quick solution, in-
quired no further. Big Canal it
was, and so it remains.

Phuket must have been re-
mote and very beautiful in those
days. The trip from Bangkok took
four days by boat and the island
must have seemed jungly and
unsophisticated, inhabited as it
was by Chinese traders and ad-
venturers.

The people who chose to

live along the canal had to be pre-
pared to move during the mon-
soon season because they knew
that floods would drive them out.

“When I was young, I saw
big floods,” says Ajarn Pranee.
“People would drown. After a
flood, people would sell small
crocodiles in front of the Sa-
nguan pharmacy in Phuket Town.
The crocodiles were from the
mangroves that grew alongside
the klong. Natural resources were
rich.”

Ajarn Pranee says that
some of the Chinese traders
settled in Phuket because of its
excellent feng shui – according
to Chinese necromancy, the flow
of water from inside and outside
across the land indicated a good
flow of money, too.

With a wry touch, she adds,
“Recently, Phuket hasn’t had
much luck with rainwater and it
would be good if local politicians
also managed to improve the flow
of the money.”

Chaiyuth Pinpradab, of the
Phuket Culture Council commit-
tee at Rajabhat Institute Phuket,
says that the canal had its natu-
ral beginning high up in the Kathu
hills and grew rapidly on its twist-
ing downward journey to the sea
at Saphan Hin.

In the past, tin miners and
farmers sometimes diverted wa-
ter from the klong for their own
use, leaving it dry and useless.

But there were also better
times when fishing boats could
sail to market and ferrymen from
Phuket Town could punt vessels
upstream to Kathu, picking up and
dropping off passengers along the
way.

“Restoring it as a waterway
will be difficult because of the
bridges and the seasonal changes
in water level,” he says. “But it
can be turned into a fine scenic
attraction.”

FLOATING
PAST Phuket Town’s historic Klong Bang Yai

is to undergo a transformation.
Nonthawat Disayabutra dips his toe

in and looks out for crocodiles.

TOP: At Ao Phuket, Klong
Bang Yai has
a broad beginning.

LEFT, TOP: Above Ta Yai
Restaurant on the way
to Dibuk Rd, Phuket Town.

LEFT, MIDDLE: Thepkrasattri
Rd at Tipkeeree Bridge.

LEFT, BOTTOM: Behind the
Seventh Day Adventist
church.

RIGHT, TOP: Near the
Klong Bang Yai bridge,
in Phuket Town.

RIGHT, BOTTOM: Closer to
the source, running
alongside Loch Palm
Golf Course in Kathu.



I N S I D E  S T O R YJanuary 31 - February 6, 2004 P H U K E T  G A Z E T T E 5

View Thailand’s LARGEST portfolio

of Classified Ads – almost 2,000 of them –

and place your ad for FREE!
See the Phuket Gazette Online at

www.phuketgazette.net

If an event isn’t listed
in the Gazette’s

Events Calendar
it probably isn’t one.

List your event now -

It’s free of charge.

phuketgazette.com/calendar



A R O U N D  T H E  I S L A N D6 P H U K E T  G A Z E T T E January 31 - February 6, 2004

By Gategaeo Phetsawang

An Italian slice
of Phuket

Any Italian who decides
to change his life  and
move to Thailand
should understand Thai

people, their culture
and their laws, says
Olinto “Lupo” Barletta,
President of the soci-
ety, Club Italia Phuket.

Mr Barletta, 50,
from Florence, set up
the club with a hand-
ful of other Italians
who have made Phu-
ket their home. “There
are about 4,000 Ital-
ians in Thailand, and
more than 200 live in
Phuket,” he said.

“The club already has 60
members, but it’s just started so

many people still don’t know
about it.”

In his view, the most impor-
tant thing for Italians who decide
to live on Phuket is that they must
respect Thailand, Buddhism and

the Thai royal fam-
ily, all according to
Thai tradition.

“Improving
relations is the
most important
thing between two
cultures living to-
gether,” Mr Bar-
letta said. To this
end, club members
meet on the sec-
ond Sunday of each
month at the Holi-
day Inn Resort, on

Thaweewong Rd in Patong, to
discuss Thai culture, working in

Phuket and other aspects of life
on the island. The first meeting
was on December 15.

Mr Barletta explained that
the meetings, which are open and

informal, start with discussion
about the latest news from Italy,
followed by an open session in
which members raise issues or
relate recent experiences. “Most
Italians who live here own Ital-
ian restaurants, are graphic de-
signers or work in the software
industry. We can learn from all
our members because everyone
has different experiences to
share.”

While the most popular top-
ics at the meetings are cultural
or social issues, local laws are
also discussed. “At our last meet-
ing we explained to members the
national campaign against drunk-
driving. “We need a club where
we can inform Italians of the
laws. Some people might make
mistakes because they do not
know what the laws are.”

To facilitate better commu-
nication between Thais and Ital-

ians, Mr Barletta said that the club
will soon hold Thai and Italian lan-
guage courses for members.

Anyone can join the club,
even non-Italians, and families
are welcome. To become a mem-
ber, people must attend at least
one meeting and donate at least
100 baht, which goes towards a
local community project sup-
ported by the club, such as the
Patong Child Care Center.

For non-Italians, the club
also teaches Italian culture, in-
cluding the nation’s long history
and famous personages as well
as traditional Italian customs and
cuisine.

The next Club Italia Phuket
meeting will be on February 8.
For more information, contact
Mr Barletta. Tel: 09-8719739.
Email: clubitaliaphuket@
hotmail.com.

“Improving relations is the most important thing between two cultures living together,” says Club Italia
Phuket President Olinto “Lupo” Barletta.
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Around the Nation news round-
up is sourced from the pages of
The Nation and Kom Chad Luek
newspapers.

Billionaire PM still cashing in

ROLLING INFORMANTS: More than 1,500 taxi drivers and telephone operators
attended a police training course in Bangkok to learn how to recognize crimes
and suspicious acts. The drivers were encouraged to look for suspicious activities
involving drugs and  report them to Metropolitan Police. There are about 80,000
taxi drivers in the capital.

The government
downplayed growing
concern over the bal-
looning wealth of

Prime Minister Thaksin Shina-
watra as it was revealed that the
worth of his business empire
soared to a staggering 425 billion
baht last year, nearly 9% of the
Thai stock market’s total capitali-
zation. The big jump in stock val-
ues – from 146 billion baht in 2002
– was a major topic at a recent
closed-door discussion among 30
leading academics, social work-
ers and journalists in Chiang Mai.

Vendor crush: The Government
Lottery Office rescheduled the
distribution of 10 million lottery
tickets following a stampede that
left two people injured, one of
whom needed hospital treatment.
The tickets were issued in addi-
tion to the regular quota for the
February 1 draw. Thousands of
vendors lined up before dawn at
Rajamangala Stadium, the ticket
distribution center in Bangkok, to
wait for the doors to open. Ven-
dors rushed through the doors for
tickets, distributed on a first-
come-first-served basis.

Sewer tragedy: A two-year-old
boy died from injuries resulting
from being trapped in a sewer in

Nonthaburi’s Bang Bua Thong
district. Akkarawit “Beckham”
Thanomsaard was found with his
head submerged in a sewer after
an hour-long search. His heart
had already stopped beating by
the time he reached a nearby
hospital, but medical workers
were able to revive him. He died
from his injuries a few days later
after being in a coma.

The boy’s mother said she
was busy selling vegetables from
her stall when she noticed the
toddler was missing. Residents
said that this was the second in-
cident of this kind. They blamed
local officials for failing to cover
sewer openings.

For the birds: Thai soldiers ar-
rested a Burmese man attempt-

ing to smuggle
13,000 bottles of
the drug ketamine
into Thailand. A
patrol from the
4th Infantry Divi-
sion found the
drugs on a long-
tail boat at a pier
in the Mae Sot
district of Tak
province. Two
men on the boat
jumped off and
swam back to
Burma, but Thai
soldiers managed
to arrest one of
them when he
later returned to
Mae Sot. He
claimed the drugs
had been brought
in as a cure for
chickens suffering
from avian ’flu.

The drug, which goes by the lo-
cal name ya K, was stored in 16
boxes and had an estimated
street value of 13 million baht.

Big teeth: The inventor of den-
tures fitted to an 80-year-old el-
ephant, allowing it to eat normally,
has applied for a patent for the
device. Somsak Jitniyom, of the
Mount Chayarat Center for Re-

search and Technology Transfer,
said the artificial teeth were a big
success, allowing cow elephant
Morakot to resume eating prop-
erly. K.Somsak said his invention
was patented in Kanchanaburi
province, and that ownership of
the patent would be transferred
to the Thai Elephant Association.

College costs: Tuition fees at
state universities can be expected
to increase at least eightfold in
two years’ time when the gov-
ernment stops subsidizing univer-
sity level education in favor of of-
fering educational loans for all
academic levels. Prof Rangsan
Thanapornphan, of Thammasat
University’s Faculty of Econom-
ics, said the government would
stop subsidizing tuition fees at
state universities once the planned
education loan system is in place.

Prof Rangsan, a member of
a special government committee
charged with drawing up the new
education loan framework, said
that if the government approved
the system, it would become ef-
fective in the 2005 academic
year.
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ACROSS
THE BAY
By Gus Reynolds

The Year of Being Stingy

SIGNS OF THE TIMES: Tight-fisted tourists and a tax collection crackdown
have seen hotels and restaurants scrapping for whatever customers they can
get – before it’s too late.

The high season finally
arrived, but in what
seems like the blink of
an eye, it has gone

again. The late start to the sea-
son saw hotels still with vacan-
cies in Christmas week. The
Yuletide and New Year holidays
brought hectic full
houses, but by the
second week of
January, hotels and
restaurants were
again faced with
vacancies. One re-
sort reported a drop
in occupancy from
100% to 50% in
one day in mid-Jan-
uary, without any
improvement in
room rates since.

Nor have the
customers been set-
ting any records for
spending. One local
businessman called
this the Year of the Khee Neow
(stingy people). Common stories
from restaurants, hotels and tour-
ist businesses attest to the stingi-
ness of this year’s average cus-
tomer.

Beer Chang is the flavor of
the season while Heineken and
more expensive drinks are shun-
ned. It is not uncommon to see
customers buy large bottles of
Chang at the local mini-mart to
drink in a restaurant, saving them
a whopping 15 baht.

One restaurateur pointed
out that his sales of wine and co-
gnacs are down 70%. Another
restaurant owner priced his New
Year dinner at 200 baht after his
Christmas dinner saw sluggish
sales with it priced at 300 baht. I
can’t remember when Christmas
dinner was considered overpriced
at 300 baht.

One veteran restaurant

owner reported that two custom-
ers each ordered a Corona im-
ported beer. The price listed on

the menu was 120
baht, more expen-
sive than the other
beers at 60-70 baht.

When the bill
came the custom-
ers refused to pay
because they be-
lieved the price
was 12 baht. You
probably can’t get
a glass of beer in
Mexico for that.
They refused to
pay more than 12
baht for each im-
ported beer.

On average,
trade for

most businesses in the
area is down about
30% from last season,
and the fear is that the
best months are behind
us. If so, it might be
time for a reduction in
some of the sky-high
rents of properties on
the Ao Nang beach-
front because nobody
could make a profit while paying
the present rates.

Taxing times: One unforeseen
consequence of the drop in busi-
ness is the shortfall in tax rev-
enues it has created. Several
businesses have received less-
than-friendly visits from tax offi-
cials who accused the owners of
not reporting income.

For local businesspeople
struggling through another “soft”
season, this is a double whammy.

The tax col-
lectors have
threa tened

several businesses with large
fines. One farang business
owner was told that he would
have to pay a large fine as a pen-
alty for not reporting income from
two of his businesses.

If the authorities had taken
a few moments to check, they
would have realized that both of
the businesses in question were
closed last year. Even after be-
ing told this, the tax man still in-
sisted on imposing the fine.

As a result, the owner may

close his third business rather
than pay tax on his non-existent
businesses. Somebody up in the
hierarchy of the tax division must
really be cracking the whip.

Mundane matters: One down-
side to living in Ao Nang has been
the need to drive 17 kilometers
to Krabi Town to shop for even
common items. There is nothing
more frustrating than having to
drive that distance just to make a
simple transaction.

This is changing slowly as
businesses are opening in Ao
Nang to serve local merchants,

who in turn serve tourists. Sev-
eral banks have opened local
branches, including the Bank of
Ayudhya and Siam Commercial
Bank. Now even simple busi-
nesses, such as photocopy cen-
ters, have filled a need and made
local merchants’ lives easier.

I usually don’t get excited
about the opening of a photocopy
shop, but Green’s Copy Center
is the delight of the town. Mr
Green, who opened Ao Nang’s
first bar, Green’s Bar, years ago,
has an excellent full-color copy
center.

His attention to detail and
quality equipment have garnered
him respect and lots of custom-
ers. He is a hard worker, too,
staying open late to complete
special projects when needed.
Ao Nang can do with more bus-
inesspeople like Mr Green.
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T his week

VINEYARD VISITORS: The Boathouse Wine and Grill greeted Drs Aniello Iannuzzi and Paraskevi
Tsironis (left and 1st from left) from the Mount Eyre Vineyard earlier this month. With them are
Thanis Potchapornkul (right) of the Splendid Surplus Co Ltd and Rodolphe Gay of The Boathouse.

ASIAN ART: Dr Prasit Koeysiripong (2nd from right), President of the Phuket Provincial Administration
Organization, was guest of honor at the recent Art to Nature exhibition at the Dusit Laguna Resort.
Also present were Sam-Erik Ruttmann (right), General Manager of the resort, and other distinguished
guests.

WONDER WOMEN: Thipvibha Guna-Tilaka (2nd from right), Managing
Director of Bangkok-based PR agency Image Impact, celebrates the opening
of the agency’s Phuket office with Phuket General Manager Santana
Charoenpongse (2nd from left) and other senior staff.

BENZ BOUNTY: Karl-Heinz Heckhausen (left), President and CEO of
DaimlerChrysler Thailand, congratulates Man Sooksawee, Managing
Director of Benz Phuket Co Ltd at the recent opening of the ID1 Pre-
Owned Vehicles Showroom on Phuket.

WAI WEDDING: Anthony and Gila Elis (in white), were wed in a Thai ceremony
during their recent stay at the Hotsprings Beach Resort in Phang Nga. They
were joined by resort owners Mr and Mrs Dusit Mayakarn (rear, left).

BUACHAN BEANFEAST: Buachan Café, a new Thai cuisine and Western food restaurant in
Kamala recently enjoyed its opening party. Together with special guests are Buachan Luangnaren
(pink headband), the café’s managing partner, and Iain D. Campbell, restaurant partner (left).
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Perhaps this season’s most
welcome visitors have
been the Russians who
have taken to the abun-

dance of cheap T-shirts, CDs and
pleasure.

I’ve gone to Patong almost
every night just to surround my-
self with the strange sounds of
the Russian language, mixed with
simple English when ever-ac-
commodating Thai sales clerks
try to make transactions.

While at the My Way gay
bar getting details of Sunday’s
Phuket Pride Parade, I encoun-
tered a group of middle-aged
Olgas and Ludmillas, bidding for
the attention of the male go-go
dancers. It appeared they all
wanted to take a special memory
of their visit to Phuket back to
Russia.

The Thai boys’ normal cli-
ents – elderly Western men –
looked none too happy to be out-
bid by jolly Russian women.

Smileage allowance: I have
been visiting friends in hospital,
victims of our local driving cus-

toms. The elderly German coup-
le, now wrapped in bandages,
were on a leisurely motorcycle
drive when they were run down
by a car. The
driver had obvi-
ously had too
much to drink.

“And the
police wouldn’t
even arrest him,”
one of them ex-
plained. “They
just wanted to
know how much
we wanted the
driver to pay for
our injuries.

“When we
asked what the
normal punish-
ment was for
drunk drivers,
they just gave us a blank look and
smiled and said nothing. And what
is this smile supposed to mean?”

“The Thai smile means
many things,” I said, smiling.

Spot check: I was also at the
hospital to have my annual check-
up – which included a visit to the
new Skin and Rejuvenation Cen-
ter at Bangkok Phuket Hospital
to check for possible skin dam-
age from the sun.

Dr Orawan Kitchawengkul,
one of Thailand’s foremost der-
matologists, is responsible for
keeping Bangkok’s society ladies

free of  wrinkles.
Now she has
opened a clinic in
Phuket to help
those of us who
are not aging
gracefully.

“Please re-
move all of your
clothes for the
examination,”
she began.

Let me ex-
plain that Dr
Orawan is a
very attractive
woman and it
has been a long
time since any

woman asked me to remove all
my clothes. She was joined by an
equally attractive nurse.

“Now you know how wo-
men feel when they have to go
to a male gynecologist,” a female
friend told me later.

I removed my clothes and
the good doctor began the most
thorough examination of my body
since a particularly memorable
drug trip I had back in 1968.

Anyway, she discovered

Russians in, where
angels fear to tread

WALL
With Bruce Stanley

Off the

Do Not Drink
Tap Water!
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that I had two small pre-cancer-
ous spots on my face (why
couldn’t they have been on my
bum?) and with her laser gun,
they were gone in minutes.

Piyarat Kulvanich, Director
of the Health Tourism Program
at the hospital, told me, “When
we opened the aesthetics pro-
gram at Bangkok Phuket Hospi-
tal, less than 10% of our custom-
ers were men, but today it is more
than 50%.”

A quiet beach: The beaches are
so full of sun worshippers and ir-
ritating vendors now that anyone

wanting to get away to the
beauty and quiet of a clean
stretch of sand and water should
head toward Nai Harn.

Just past the Kata lookout
there is a turn-off to Nui Beach,
a little piece of paradise down a
two-kilometer dirt track. Nui
Beach is about the same size as
the Laem Singh but at Nui you
can pretend you are lost on an
almost deserted island. Even bet-
ter, there are attendants who
bring you fresh fruit and drinks.

No vendors, no litter. It’s
paradise. There’s an admission
fee to enjoy the privacy, but it’s

well worth it. You can also get to
Nui by long-tail boat from Kata
Noi or Nai Harn if you’re not up
for the walk. Check it out before
it’s discovered by the masses.

Lunch munch: Kirsten and
Mark Kindermann have opened
Bagels & Beyond, just beyond
Chalong Circle on the road to the
pier. Mark grew up in the east-
ern US and learned to make au-
thentic bagels in culinary school.

“Bagels are the rice of the
east coast,” said Mark. “We are
offering a menu of sesame, gar-
lic or onion bagels, and a variety
of cream cheeses.”

This welcome addition to
Phuket also sells healthy soups,
salads and light Mexican burritos
and quesadillas as well as fresh
juices and smoothies.

Kirsten also teaches Ash-
tanga yoga four times a week up-
stairs at Bagels & Beyond. This
is a great place for lunch – the
best bagels this side of New York.

Model citizens: I was delighted
to hear that the final tally raised
for charity from the recent Asian
Gallery fashion show was a
whopping 650,000 baht.

The money will go to Wa-
chira Hospital, the Red Cross and
the Phuket Business Women’s
Association, and to help fund an
orphanage in Phuket, which is
much needed.

The generosity of the Phu-
ket community never fails to im-
press me.

Kirsten and Mark Kindermann in Chalong make the best bagels this
side of New York.

See ISSUES & ANSWERS

at www.phuketgazette.net
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The trip to Raya (also
known as Racha) Island
starts as it always has,
at Chalong Pier. A few

years ago, departing from here
was an adventure, with a long and
often precarious walk along the
rotting wooden jetty.

These days, travelers sim-
ply wait at the
shore end and a
large open bus
arrives and
whisks you to
the other end
within minutes.

We were
soon off on the Racha Explorer
– heading south through a strong
easterly, with the swell increas-
ing as we passed Coral Island.

Alex, an old friend and
guide, was smiling widely as he
announced, “It will get rougher,
too ... but don’t worry. It’s calm
on the journey back in the after-
noons.”

After 30 minutes or so of
rocking and rolling, we entered
Ao Batok, the main bay on Raya.
If you are a prone to sea sick-
ness, take a large ferry boat like
this one instead of attempting the
more hectic and sometimes
wilder transfer by speedboat.

The Raya, a small new de-
luxe resort managed by the Sanc-

tuary group, is under construction
on the island, and as soon as we
arrived in the bay, we could see
the difference.

Gone were the many local
restaurants and small bars that
used to be on the beach under
the coconut palms. In the dis-
tance, up the hill, we could see

the roofs of the
new villas as
well as a large
crane. Things
were certainly
changing.

Ten villas
have been com-

pleted and we checked into ours.
A pair of large glass sliding doors
opened onto the patio, which
overlooked the whole bay.

We spent the day there,
watching day-trippers on the
beach – the speedboats to-ing
and fro-ing, off on their snorkel-
ing trips to the south.

The sea around Racha is still
breathtakingly clear. In the main

Thailand
TRAVELER

By Bill Owen

What a swell
time on Raya

How to get there

Racha Explorer: round-trip transfers, 700 baht including bus and boat transfer. Departs Ao Chalong
10 am daily, returns from Racha at 4 pm. Day tour including lunch and use of snorkeling equipment,
1,100 baht. Tel: 076-280811.

Raya Resort Co, based in Rawai, runs daily round-trip transfers by speedboat for 650 baht. Snorkeling
tours, including lunch, cost 1,200 baht. Tel: 076-288271.

Where to Stay

Raya Resort: Basic fan bungalows in the hill overlooking Ao Batok, 900 baht a night. Seaview bunga-
lows overlooking Siam Bay, 700-900 baht a night.

Baan Raya Resort, Kon Kae Beach (south west of the island): fan rooms from 1,000 baht, air-condi-
tioned rooms from 1,600 baht. Excellent for snorkeling and diving but not a sandy beach.

bay itself, despite the many boats,
you can still see darting shoals of
fish and the sandy bottom 10
meters down.

The best time of the day is
late afternoon, after the boats
leave, when a few lucky people

remain to sit and watch the sun
go down.

The next day, after a five-
minute walk, we were in Siam
Bay, which is as I remembered it
– a white beach with a few shack
restaurants and bars under the

CRYSTAL CLEAR: In Racha’s main bay, Ao Batok (pictured), shoals of fish can be seen darting
around in the emerald waters, even if the sea is rough further away from the island.

Photograph: Alasdair Forbes

trees. Staff and tourists alike slept
or reclined on beach chairs and
hammocks: a great place to get
away from it all.

A short long-tail trip took us
to the south of the island, with
Kai, our boat man, laughed as we
attempted to put on our snorkel-
ing gear as the boat bobbed wildly
in the swell.

The snorkeling on the south
side is still some of the best
around Phuket – excellent marine
life, live coral and an abundance
of fish. I look forward to return-
ing to Racha soon.

Bill Owen has lived in Phuket
and worked in Phuket’s travel
industry for more than 15 years.
He can be contacted by email
at: owen_b@hotmail.com.



January 31 - February 6, 2004 P H U K E T  G A Z E T T E 13

Gazette Guide gets
triple liquid launch

The Gazette Guide 2004

received three public launches
this week, at Baan Rim Pa
(above  left), Don’s Café (left)
and Pepper’s (above). Those
attending the launch parties
were able to buy the Guide at a
50% discount – and knock
back a free drink to celebrate
their good fortune.

This year’s Gazette Guide

contains a record 456 pages,
nearly 10% more than in 2003.

It is available from a wide
range of outlets in Phuket and
neighboring provinces. See
http://www.phuketgazette.net/
guide/vendors2004 for a full
list.
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The Gazette’s Nonthawat Disayabutra and Supaporn Sriprom went out and about and asked,
What’s the worst purchase you’ve made as a tourist?

&HEARD&scene

 In the Stars by Isla Star

Jeni Salmela
Age: 29
From: Finland
Occupation: Network specialist

I found – here or in Cambodia,
I can’t remember which – a
pirate copy of a CD by Massive
Attack. I was really excited
because it was supposed to be
their new album and I put it in
my player as soon as I could. It
wasn’t Massive Attack at all,
but some horrible English
singer. This was not what I was
expecting, but I guess that’s the
risk you run when you buy
pirated stuff. It cost me about
two Euros so I didn’t feel too
ripped off when I threw it
away.

Sunantha Pinyo
Age: 43
From: Chachoengsao
Occupation: Grocer

There are two that stick in my
mind. I came to Phuket as a
naïve tourist many years ago
and saw a shirt for sale in
Patong. I really liked it and paid
500 baht for it. But when I
went to Phuket Town, I kept
seeing the same shirt for a
quarter of that price. I washed
it once, it shrank, and I couldn’t
fit into it again. I was ripped off
again when I bought a beautiful
blanket from Chiang Rai. I
thought it was a bargain until I
saw an identical one – for half
the price – at another stall.

Wattana Nunman
Age: 30
From: Phuket
Occupation: Administrator

I went to the Kimyong market
in Haad Yai and found exactly
what I wanted – my favorite
aftershave – for 550 baht. The
stallholder would reduce the
price by only 50 baht but I
bought it anyway. A year later,
I visited the market again and
saw the same woman selling
the same aftershave for just
250 baht. She recognized me
and remembered her small
“discount” from before. We
both laughed and this time she
offered me a bigger discount, so
we were both happy.

Krissada Praisun
Age: 20
From: Nakhon Sri Thammarat
Occupation: Student

I went to Kunming in China last
March to study for three
months and on my last day
there, my friends and I went
shopping. As well as souvenirs,
I bought a big suitcase – a
bargain at only 100 yuan (550
baht). Well, I thought it was a
bargain but I cut my hand on it
the next day and I bled all the
way from the dorm to the
airport. When I got to the
airport, my “bargain” suitcase
fell apart, dumping my clothes
on the floor. I had to ask my
friends to help carry everything.

Elizabeth Seda
Age: 29
From: Belgium
Occupation: Waitress

I found a lovely pair of sandals
in a shoe shop in Bangkok and
asked the assistant if they came
in a size 40. I was really happy
when she produced a pair of
size 40s and I bought them
without trying them on. Of
course, I didn’t realize that the
Thai shoe sizes are different
and by the time I tried them on,
just before dinner in my hotel in
Pattaya, it was too late. They
were the prettiest shoes I saw
in Thailand and I ended up
giving them to my niece. They
fit her perfectly.

AQUARIUS (January 21-Feb-
ruary 19): You will have no
trouble cooking up schemes this
week, but are unlikely to have
thought through the consequen-
ces. Your partner has ideas that
are worth listening to.

PISCES (February 20-March
20): Appointments are subject to
cancellation on Monday, which
could work out to your advan-
tage. Many Pisceans will be
thinking of making changes to
their domestic situations.

ARIES (March 21-April 20): A
series of events is about to un-
fold that will shake off the cob-
webs. At work, your suggestions
will be appreciated, which could
lead to promotion.

TAURUS (April 21-May 21):
Time is still on your side regard-
ing an unsolved financial problem
and the outcome could very well
be better than you think. Prob-
lems stemming from cultural dif-
ferences need tactful handling.
Your lucky number is nine.

GEMINI (May 22-June 21):
The only shadow on the horizon
could arise from overestimating
the size of your wallet. Curb your
impulse to spend. Wednesday is
auspicious for a meeting that
could be of benefit to all involved.

CANCER (June 22-July 23):
Schemes you were involved in
last year will take on a life of their
own and you could find yourself
having to prioritize. If your ro-
mantic life has been barren of
late, let your hair down.

LEO (July 24-August 22): Fam-
ily visits are on the agenda. This
week should bring news of an
imminent arrival. On Tuesday,
Scorpio makes an interesting sug-
gestion that will be hard to refuse.

VIRGO (August 23-September
23): Believe in your vision of the
future. Others may doubt the wis-
dom of your plans but as long as
you have done your homework,
there is no reason for failure.
Hearts and flowers are on the
agenda toward the week’s end.

LIBRA (September 24-October
23): Quality time spent with fam-
ily gives you satisfaction whereas
work matters will test your abil-
ity to maintain a cool heart. Wear
soft shades of green to promote
a calm atmosphere.

SCORPIO (October 24-No-
vember 22): Your wits are sharp
this weekend and you should be
able to spot any negative factors
connected to business deals. At

home, do not to try to fix anything
that isn’t broken. On Thursday, a
friend may accept your offer of
help. Clarify how far you’re pre-
pared to go.

SAGITTARIUS (November
23-December 21): Beware of be-
ing over-sensitive in personal re-
lationships. Your partner’s words
on Sunday need to be taken with
a generous pinch of salt. Pisces
is poised to make a surprise
move.

CAPRICORN (December 22-
January 20): This week should
provide the perfect time for for
chilling out, but a romantic sce-
nario is gently brewing in the
background. The number 5 has
special meaning on Wednesday.



S M A L L   W O R L DJanuary 31 - February 6, 2004 P H U K E T  G A Z E T T E 15

Get your brain
in gear with

The Monster Quiz

Never a Cross Word!

the Fthe Fthe Fthe Fthe Fun Pageun Pageun Pageun Pageun Page

for allfor allfor allfor allfor all

the Fthe Fthe Fthe Fthe Familyamilyamilyamilyamily

KKKKKIDSIDSIDSIDSIDS

Brain Buster!!
Q. Two students are sitting on opposite
sides of the same desk. There is nothing
between them but the desk. Why can’t

they see each other?

A. They are sitting with their backs to each other.

Hidden in the grid below are at least 20 boys’ names. The
words may read vertically, horizontally or diagonally. They

may also read right-to-left or down-to-up.
See if you can find more than your family or friends.

Score: More than 10, good; more than 15, very good;
20 or more, excellent.

Hidden Words

C N J K Y B N V A E D A U A P

I H J A M E S L G R B C L C J

V Z A J F T A F A A P G A Q J

A I Q R J N P H J C E U N S O

E W Q E L P R I O R A S D Y M

D R A W D E F J N J M S R O I

G K R D G L S O P L N N E D T

A C R M B Y N O Q X E V W W C

R M U A D S F S S H Q X R G H

R F U G M H I Y E A W E E A R

N E H P E T S C D L M E T D I

T H S W V V J U N N I A E J S

X I F T R F N Z F A X G P Z T

W M R G P C T Q B C R Y O M O

V A P U A T V N W D C F S Q P

Z K P N Z L W E U P R A J O H

F N V P C R I C H A R D N A E

C U T Q X S A A A F K A F T R

Q V E J J D H Y H H I Q F P E

Q L G K X C C G S A X R H F T

C D I O E O M G N T C D K O O

M M D I X L O A Y O I A Y O J

Z A U M N F S D J N T P V M D

G V S Z K M J A E N H O J P B

F D N K C W I A O C D H T P R

Across

2. Work.
5. The Buddha’s country of

birth.
6. What louts drink?
7. Ring master.
9. Cousin of the ostrich.
10. Quietly, in music.
12. Nasty smell.
14. Rule of society.
15. Uranium or copper, for ex-

ample.
17. River on which Liege sits.
18. Greeting.

19. In addition.

Down

1. Drunk.
2. Green stone.
3. A chameleon does this with

its background.
4. Forever.
8. Relatives.
11. Egg dish.
13. Belly.
16. She loved Narcissus.

Solution next week

ANSWERS TO LAST

WEEK’S MONSTER QUIZ

1. Which three composers
were born in the year
1685?

2. Augustus Caesar was
born in September in 63
BC and died in August,
14 AD. How old was he
at his death?

3. From which language
are the words “hickory,
dickory, dock” in the
nursery rhyme probably
derived?

4. The largest land mam-
mal that ever lived,
Indricotherium, is most
closely related to which
mammal existing today?

5. The Mach numbers that
are often used to mea-
sure aircraft speeds are
based on the speed of
sound. At approximately
what Mach number does
light travel?

6. The Rev Charles
Dodgson, better known

as the author Lewis
Carroll, was an Oxford
University lecturer in
what field?

7. Dromond, xebec and
proa are all types of
what?

8. Which is the third-largest
planet in the Solar Sys-
tem?

9. What was the greatest
achievement of French
archeologist Jean-
François Champollion?

10. Which classic adventure
book includes among its
characters Ben Gunn,
Israel Hands and Dr
Livesey?

11. In British legend, what
was the name of King
Arthur’s father?

12. Who invented Polaroid
photography?

13. What is the term for the
study of animals whose

existence has not been
scientifically verified?

14. What was unusual about
the Consul Incitatus,
appointed by Roman
Emperor Caligula?

15. In 1666, London suffered
a great fire. What
disaster had befallen it
the year before?

16. Who devised the theory
of phrenology?

17. Which country is the
world’s leading producer
of silver?

18. Where would one find
the kingdom of
Brobdingnag?

19. Where in your body
would you find the
corpus callosum?

20. In the tale of the Trojan
War, who fired the arrow
that hit Achilles’ heel?

Answers next week

1. San Marino; 2. 1,024; 3.
Canada; 4. North Korea; 5.
Vatican City; 6. In the Atlantic
Ocean, near Gabon; 7. Marx
Brothers; 8. World chess cham-
pions; 9. Committed suicide; 10.
Cold fusion; 11. Tuvalu; 12.
North; 13. In your ear; 14.
Medicine; 15. Voltaire; 16.
Charles Dickens; 17. Sherlock
Holmes; 18. 106; 19. Wedding
guests; 20. Drum.
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African odyssey
is Theroux’s best

Off the
SHELF
By James Eckardt

COMPUTER
KHUN WOODY’SLast week I told you about

Microsoft discontinuing
paid telephone support
for Windows 98, and

how the press turned the “non-
event” into another excuse to
bash the ’Softies. I say “non-
event” because Microsoft aban-
doned Windows 98 years ago.

The latest announcement
merely ended pay-per-call tele-
phone support. I repeat: when
was the last time you called
Microsoft, pulled out your credit
card and offered to pay for offi-
cial help on running Windows 98?
Gimme a break.

Turnabout being fair play,
Microsoft decided at the last
minute to continue to provide paid
telephone support for Win98, and
the press ran ecstatic.

An Associated Press report
included this gem: “ ‘While we’ve
done an excellent job communi-
cating our life cycle policy for
most of our products, we have
found that we could use more time
to communicate those guidelines
in a handful of smaller markets,’
including Kazakhstan, the Ivory
Coast and Slovenia, Microsoft
spokesman Matt Pilau said.”

That report was parroted,
verbatim, in major newspapers all
over the world. One problem: I’ve
never heard of Matt Pilau. I ran
a Google search on his name and
came up with nothing. I ran

Paul Theroux is nothing if
not prolific. He has pub-
lished 22 novels and eight
travel books. Apart from

The Mosquito Coast and The O-
Zone, his novels are rather slight.
But he is a masterful travel writer.

His railway excursions have
taken him throughout India and
Southeast Asia, Russia and China,
North and South America. He has
circumnavigated the Mediterra-
nean and paddled a canoe among
the islands of the South Pacific.

And now he has written his
best travel book, Dark Star Sa-
fari: Overland from Cairo to
Capetown (Penguin Books, Lon-
don, 2003, 495pp). Never before
has he been so attentive to the
natural world
around him or more
sympathetic to the
people he meets.

This may well
be because of the
very arduousness of
his journey, mostly in
battered vehicles on
very bad roads, and
possibly also be-
cause he has mel-
lowed with age.

The former
wunderkind of American litera-
ture, who published his first novel
just a couple years after leaving
the Peace Corps, celebrates his
60th birthday at the end of his
journey.

Now why is this rich, fa-
mous, soon-to-be sexagenarian
embarking on a dirty, dangerous
and exhausting overland trip from
Cairo to Capetown?

In a way, it’s a homecom-
ing. In 1963, Paul Theroux joined
the Peace Corps and served as a
teacher in Malawi, followed by
three more years in Uganda.

“All news out of Africa is
bad,” he opens his account. “It
made me want to go there,
though not for the horror, the hot
spots, the massacre-and-earth-
quake stories you read in the
newspaper; I wanted the pleasure
of being in Africa again. Feeling
that the place was so large it con-
tained many untold tales and some
hope and comedy and sweetness
too – feeling that there was more
to Africa than misery and terror
– I aimed to reinsert myself in the
bundu, as we used to call the
bush, and to wander the antique
hinterland. There I had lived and
worked, happily, almost 40 years
ago, in the heart of the greenest
continent.”

Stage one is a breeze: down
the Nile on a luxury riverboat. For-

NASA’s Mars Exporation
Rover is sending spectacular

shots of the surface of the
Red Planet (from NASA/

JPL/Cornell, marsrovers.jpl.
nasa.gov). Breathtaking

pictures – if you have an
unlimited Internet account.

But if you have to pay by
the byte, watch out!

’Softies have the last
laugh with Windows 98

Microsoft’s own search engine
on microsoft.com for Pilau but
didn’t get a single hit. And – get
this – pilau is the national dish of
Kazakhstan. Methinks somebody
in Microsoft’s PR agency is
laughing himself stupid.

Brushing aside the fact that
Microsoft’s brass don’t give a
rat’s patoutie about Win98 in
Kazakhstan, it’s easy to see why
Microsoft is continuing support
for Win98: appearing to “support”
Win98/SE/ME amounts to good
publicity that costs the company
almost nothing. By continuing to
“support” Win98 the ’Softies hope
to improve their image and re-
duce the defection rate, not only
among Win98 users, but among
those who run older systems.

Microsoft isn’t playing this
tune for the benefit of the folks
in Kazakhstan, the Ivory Coast
or Slovenia; it’s playing it for
people in Munich, Israel – and
Thailand.

The city of Munich and the
country of Israel have both taken
official steps to reduce their de-
pendence on Microsoft software.
Those who watch Microsoft (ei-
ther for a living or simply as a bad

tunately, Theroux has not lost his
trademark nastiness: “Wealthy
people too lazy to read love cruises
for the anecdotal history and ar-
cheological chitchat that later
serve them to one-up their listen-
ers in boasting bouts after they
go home. The Nile cruise passen-
ger is someone in the process of
becoming a licensed bore.”

But as he comes to the
roughest part of his journey, over-
land through Ethiopia and north-
ern Kenya, he is befriended by a
wide assortment of Africans. He
warmly admires a couple of
Catholic nuns who pick him up.

“If the stereotype of a mis-
sionary is of a strong, dull, smil-
ing person with endless patience

and no libido, pos-
sessed by a con-
version mania, Sis-
ter Alexandra was
the opposite: tena-
cious, certainly, but
also temperamen-
tal, opinionated,
open-minded and
passionate. And
after I got to know
her better, I discov-
ered that she was
a gourmet cook.”

Theroux vents his greatest
spleen on what he calls “the
agents of virtue”: international
aid workers who cruise about in
air-conditioned Land Rovers and
never pick him up: “They were,
in general, oafish self-dramatiz-
ing prigs and often, complete bas-
tards.”

The high points of his trip
are crossing Lake Victoria on a
steamer with a jolly crew of Tan-
zanians and paddling down the
Zambezi in a canoe with two
African companions: “Protected
by Karsten and Wilson, I was the
nearest thing on earth to Huck-
leberry Finn.”

The overall message of his
book is sombre. Africa every-
where is in headlong decline. He
is heartbroken to visit his old
school in Malawi and find it in
near-ruins. Corruption is ram-
pant, so is Aids. Cities have ex-
ploded into crime-ridden slums.
Countries have been dragged to
ruin by power-mad tyrants – the
latest being Zimbabwe.

“The worst of them stole
from foreign donors and their
own people, like the lowest
thieves, who rob the church’s
poor boxes,” he concludes. “The
kindest Africans had not
changed at all and even after all
these years the best of them are
bare-assed,” he observed.

habit) are keeping close tabs on
how well Munich and Israel fare
against the Microsoft machine.

It may be hard to believe,
but Thailand was one of the first
– and most successful – govern-
ments to stand up to the Redmond
giant. Thai Information and Com-
munications Technology (ICT)
Minister Dr Surapong Seub-
wonglee and his staff convinced
Microsoft to reduce the price of
Windows XP and a stripped-
down version of Office XP to a
level that people could afford, as
part of an ICT computer project.
It was a stunning achievement.

On a completely different
topic, GPRS mobile phone access
to the Internet – whereby you
plug a mobile phone into your PC
– took a turn for the worse this
month when DTAC stopped of-
fering its 999 baht always-on un-
limited Internet accounts.

DTAC now offers accounts
with a 50-megabyte monthly cap.
To put the limitation in perspec-
tive, NASA’s latest – and great
– photo of the surface of Mars is
13MB. If you download that pic-
ture four times, you’d blow your
entire monthly allowance.

However, AIS has come
forward with an outstanding pro-
motion: mobile phone service plus
unlimited GPRS Internet access
for 1,200 baht a month. I’ve heard
that the folks at Telewiz, in the
basement of Big C, know all about
the service and how to set it up.

Be aware that not all GPRS
phones are created equal. Some
mobile phone manufacturers are
gaining a reputation for selling
phones that are supposed to con-
nect to the Internet, but don’t.

After you buy the phone and
open the box, you may discover
there’s no way to connect the
phone to your PC. One reader
said that he had to buy a sepa-
rate, custom cable for his Nokia
phone. It cost 3,800 baht and had
to be shipped from Bangkok.

This is a classic bait and
switch. If you buy a phone and
intend to use it to connect to the
Internet, open the box and make
sure a USB cable is included. If
you don’t see a USB cable and
software in the box, put your
money back in your pocket.

– Woody Leonhard
woody@khunwoody.com
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Problems of beaches being tackled

LETTER
THE GOVERNOR’S

Governor Udomsak Usawarangkura

HEALTH
WATCH

Dr Wanpen
Ungpinitpong

Ihave received many complaints from
tourists and entrepreneurs serving the
tourism industry. Some problems,
such as airport limousines, taxis and

tuk-tuks, have already been dealt with. I
will next try to bring similar order to the
beaches around Phuket.

Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra
mentioned problems with the beaches the
last time we met, saying that he was
aware of some tourists who have returned
home with a poor impression of the island.

Many beaches on Phuket seem to
suffer from too many services of one kind,
or from facilities not really suited to the
beach, or from insufficient numbers of
basic services such as toilets.

I saw this problem first-hand recently
when I visited Nai Harn Beach. In addi-
tion to the many beach chairs, someone
had set up a company – on the beach –
called the Thai Cuisine School.

I also noticed the high number of
masseuses at Nai Harn, although tourists
appear to appreciate this service and per-
haps it does not constitute a problem.

But there are too many sunloungers.
One of my ideas is to allow each operator
a maximum number of beds. Or I may in-
troduce a policy whereby sunloungers

must be stacked away – out of sight –
until a customer wants to use one.

The tambon administration organiza-
tions must take greater responsibility for
what is done on public land and must en-
force regulations more rigorously.

Another of my plans is to improve
public areas at Mai Khao Beach, some of
which have suffered encroachment. If the
provincial government does not manage
development there, further encroachment
is likely to take place.

I have given the chiefs of the Phuket
Town, Kathu and Thalang district offices
the task of putting the beaches in their re-
spective jurisdictions in order. A careful
balance must be met between serving the
needs of tourists and providing sufficient
work for local people.

Vice-Governor Pongpow Ketthong
and Suksun Siengek, the Chief Adminis-
trative Officer of Thalang District Office,
are responsible for a pilot project at Surin
and Bang Tao beaches. I will report later
on this, and on the construction of 11 pub-
lic toilets at Phuket’s beaches.

One-stop check: I would like to talk again
about the planned development at Tah
Chat Chai. Officers from the police and

provincial depart-
ments will check ve-
hicles for contraband,
including drugs, plants
and meat, as well as
illegal workers.

I expect the con-
struction of this pro-
ject, which will include
a rest area for tourists,
to begin at the end of
this year.

Slow service: Some
tourists have reported
that the procedure at
the Chalong Bay one-
stop immigration and
harbor service for
yachts takes too long. A number of people
have claimed that registration took up to
90 minutes. This is too long and I have
made it clear to those manning the office
that the service must be streamlined.

Sporting chance: Many people have told
me that a sports center in the north of the
island to serve the Phuket-Phang Nga-
Krabi area is a good idea. I have now put
my proposal to Santiphab Techavanich,

chief of the Sports Au-
thority of Thailand, and
look forward to discuss-
ing this matter further
with him.

I want to see some
real actiontaken soon,
such as a study of the
area or the drawing-up
of plans, and I will push
to achieve my goal.

Helping the poor: Fi-
nally, more than 6,600
people registered as be-
ing poor in the January
5-17 period. Of these,
the vast majority – 4,897
– said that they did not

own the house they lived in. Debt and hav-
ing no arable land were next on the list of
reasons given by those registering.

This registration scheme lasts until
March 31 and I will announce more find-
ings at that date.

Once a month, as they
count down to the red
dot days in their diaries,
many women become

sensitive to the slightest upset and
are liable to wreak havoc as pre-
menstrual tension (PMT) takes
hold.

PMT manifests itself with
symptoms including depression,
mood swings and paranoia, and
sufferers are potentially tetchy
and, at times, seemingly irratio-
nal. For anyone not familiar with
PMT – itself part of a wider
group of conditions called Pre-
Menstrual Syndrome (PMS) that
affects one in two
women aged 20 to
50 – here are two
examples:

“In the week
before my period,
life loses all color
and seems point-
less. I feel like
s*** and am de-
pressed about feel-
ing depressed …”

“I become a
control freak; tell-
ing everyone how to do things and
wanting everything done just so.
I must be a nightmare to be with.”

PMT is one of more than
150 recognized symptoms of
PMS. Most of these are physical
rather than psychological, and the
effects range from negligible to
severe enough to affect every-
day activities.

Symptoms of PMS include
headaches, irritability, restlessness
and insomnia; tenderness in the
abdomen and breasts; diarrhea;
increased appetite; dizziness;
water retention; and fatigue.

And the cause? Some re-
searchers believe that fluctua-
tions in progesterone and estro-
gen levels are responsible. An-

other theory links it with sudden
changes in the body’s level of
natural opiates.

Yet another theory – as
you’ve probably guessed, PMS
research is big on theory, short
on evidence – links vitamin B6
deficiency to the depression and
mood swings of PMS. However,
it’s possible to overdose on B6,
so look to taking it in natural
forms – nuts, bananas, bread,
even Marmite or Vegemite if you
can find them on Phuket – rather
than relying on supplements.

While there is no cure for
PMS, many women – and not all

of them old wives
– have developed
their own modern
folk remedies. One
such remedy pro-
poses eating heaps
of carbohydrates in
the week before
your period.

The theory is
that complex carbs
help the body dis-
pose of excess pro-
gesterone. Pasta

and other forms of complex car-
bohydrates may also increase lev-
els of serotonin in the brain, re-
sulting in a calmer mood.

Chocolate, which contains
iron, magnesium and milk, can
work wonders. Iron helps with
tiredness and irritability, and mag-
nesium can help to regulate
moods. Milk contains calcium,
and as far back as the 1930s it
was noted that blood calcium lev-
els were significantly lower in the
week preceding menstruation. So
far, calcium is the only supple-
ment to show a positive effect on
the symptoms of PMS.

While chocolate can be a
girl’s best friend, so too can a
glass of wine. Alcohol acts in a

similar fashion to benzodiazapines
and barbiturates by enhancing the
effects of a neurotransmitter in
the brain called GABA (gamma
aminobutyric acid). Increased
action of GABA has a relaxing
effect, as anyone who opts for a
vodka martini with lunch knows.

Exercise is frequently cited
as a remedy but in this instance
what we’re dying to mention is
sex. It’s better for you – and more

Strategies for easing extremes of PMT
fun – than aerobics. An orgasm
relaxes the abdominal muscles
and releases helpful hormones.

Space allows just a cursory
glance at PMS, but by way of
farewell, consider: homeopathy,
especially Rescue Remedy from
the Bach Flowers range; pamper-
ing yourself at one of Phuket’s
spas; doing nothing, except curl-
ing up to watch a romantic movie;
sleeping; and if you have a part-

ner, helping them to understand
how you feel.

Now, where is my king-size
bar of Toblerone?

Dr Wanpen Ungpinitpong is a
doctor at the Mother & Child
Center of the Bangkok Phuket
Hospital, 2/1 Hongyok Utis Rd,
Phuket Town, Tel: 076-254421,
email: info@phukethospital.
com
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Tolerance losing out
in modern Thailand

In a country with an huge num-
ber of gay people, I find the com-
ments from the provincial chief
as quoted in your online “clean
venue” story [Gazette January
10-16] bizarre.

You can’t walk a block here
without seeing a couple of guys,
probably straight ones, arm in
arm. Women are hand in hand
the whole time.

Same-sex partners just
don’t seem to do this, showing the
official’s comments to be spuri-
ous and ill-informed.

My gay brother-in-law and
his partner were going to join us
from San Francisco for the
Patong Gay Pride Festival this
month, but they have canceled.

They would have spent time
and money in restaurants and
shops all the way from Chiang
Mai to Phuket. They would have
gone diving and trekking.

My wife and I, after mak-
ing an annual visit every year for
nine years, will also think very
hard about whether we will re-
turn.

We read of the furore sur-
rounding a B-list celebrity who
made a comment about premari-
tal sex, or something equally ano-
dyne. We’ve seen inherent rac-
ism developing further still, as
well as discrimination by Thais
against their own people. This
homophobic bullsh*t is the last
straw.

We’d like to recommend
that Thais pull their collective
thumb out of their collective *ss
and decide just what kind of coun-
try they want.

Forgive this rant, but most

Going where the sun
just doesn’t shine

I was astonished by the Gazette
story [January 10-16] about gov-
ernment awards for “clean” en-
tertainment venues.

When I go to a bar, my
goals are to drink, get a little silly
and perhaps shake some booty.
Whether a venue is “clean” does
not affect my decision-making.

If I want to go somewhere
“clean,” I choose church, or my
grandma’s house. Really, I won-
der whether the owners of the
bars that received this award will
view it as a blessing or a curse.

And regarding the exclusion
of gay venues from the survey:
one wonders if the millions of baht
these places generate for the is-
land – not to mention the revenue
to be earned during the gay festi-
val this month – could similarly
be considered too “dirty” for the
government’s tax collectors.
Somehow, I doubt it.

If I were running a gay bar,
I’d tell the tax man just where he
could put my loot – and believe
me, it wouldn’t be a clean place.

Lana Chanhom
Chalong

of the latest examples of preju-
dice would be illegal in developed
countries. Thailand was once ex-
tremely tolerant.

Dr D Washburn
Kata

End of the soi for
rotten-egg Patong

Will the bar owners and the li-
censing authorities take a good

look at what they’ve done to
Patong now that the specter of
enforced closing is in the news
again? No one there seems to
abide by the licensing laws, but
instead do as they wish – with
help from a friendly contact in the
police or local government.

Soi Bangla, once the main
shopping area, is now almost full
of bars. Other places have bands
until 4 am but without a live mu-
sic license.

Soi Katoey is a freak show
with he/shes leaving nothing to
the imagination. And don’t for-
get the daytime a go-go bars, il-
legal foreign workers, and mini-
mal levels of tax paid.

Many bar owners have en-
joyed a good run and as soon as
the government tries to impose a
closing time, all Hell breaks loose.
You are hypocrites, all of you.

Mr Wright
Patong

In at the deep end

I’d like to respond to Dr W
Phillipe’s recent letter question-
ing my alleged breach of confi-
dentiality in expressing my disap-
proval over the recent world-
record depth dive off Patong
[Gazette, January 10-16].

I was a volunteer tender
and my personal opinions do not
represent the chamber. I apolo-
gize for any confusion.

I felt a moral responsibility
as a professional diver to speak
out in regard to such reckless
behavior. Anyone who under-
stands the physics and physiology
of deep diving knows how absurd
300-meter dives really are.

Richard Leader
Canada

Sadly, the shocking “execution” of 15-year-old Khajornkiat
Tongdeesuk on a deserted beach on Koh Sireh is just the latest in a
series of incidents of appalling violence among Phuket’s troubled
youth.

Police have cracked down on delinquent gangs with some suc-
cess, particularly in the Saphan Hin area of Phuket Town. But it may
be that in addressing the problems of that specific location, the police
have simply forced the gangs to move elsewhere.

The mayhem occasionally spills over into the general popula-
tion but more often – as in the case of Khajornkiat – the most ex-
treme violence is between teenagers pursuing vendettas. A spiral of
violence results, in which every act must be answered by a bloodier
reprisal.

Police attention, by its nature reactive, seems to make little dif-
ference in the long term because of the revolving-door policy of ju-
venile detention facilities and the inability of the courts to try, as adults,
the minors who commit the most heinous crimes. Are there any long-
term solutions, or must gang violence be regarded as an inevitable
and incurable social ill?

To take this view would be an admission of defeat. No society,
especially one which prides itself on the compassionate principles of
Buddhism, could ever accept such violent behavior among its chil-
dren – and at just 15 years of age, Khajornkiat and his alleged assail-
ant are still just that, children.

It’s frightening to think that some of today’s five-year-olds could
emerge as vicious criminials in just 10 years, but that is the sad reality
Phuket is facing. As with so many societal problems, the answer lies
in good parenting, real educational opportunities and an enlightened
governmental attitude to the exuberance and energy of youth.

For better or worse, children receive their moral values – good
or bad – from their parents. Schools should also play a vital role in
reinforcing positive values. Governments can oppress youth or pro-
vide them with opportunities for personal development and growth.

Adult society needs to take more responsibility for its youth, but
this will require greater effort. It’s often easier for parents to slap
wayward children rather than to sit down with them and explain why
they have done wrong. Yet in impressionable young minds, this only
reinforces the idea of violence as a means of conflict resolution.

For teachers, it is easier to pretend problems are insoluble and
should therefore be ignored. For the government, it is simpler to close
teenagers’ hangouts early, or completely, then pretend that this will
cure the underlying problems.

What a wild child needs
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We don’t need ‘white awards’
PERSON

FIRST

Want to know how to get something done? Can’t
understand some of the dafter things that seem

to go on in Phuket? Want to pitch an idea to
Phuket’s authorities or institutions? Then this is

the forum for you. Submit your queries or
suggestions to us and we’ll ask the appropriate

people to respond to them.

Write to: The Phuket Gazette, 367/2 Yaowarat Rd, Muang,

Phuket 83000. Fax 076-213971, or submit your issue at

www.phuketgazette.net

ANSWERS
&Issues&

Awarding five Phuket venues the new
“white entertainment” awards recently,
the judges declared that most people
perceived gay bars as immoral and for
that reason they had been excluded from
the competition. “Such places should
not be promoted,” one official added.
“They are not good for Thai culture.”
Kittipong Wongkittigul, owner of the My
Way bar in Patong, begs to differ.

A“white entertainment”
certificate may be a
good thing to have but
as bars like mine

were not considered, I am not es-
pecially bothered whether we are
granted one or not.

As far as I am concerned,
the reasons for excluding gay and
katoey bars were a little flimsy,
but that’s up to them. Given that
we are a part of normal society,
it would be good to be treated as
just another group within our com-
munity.

And why shouldn’t we be?
We are as law-abiding as every-
one else. We cooperate with po-
lice officers whenever they come
to the bar.

We open and close the bar
on time. We follow all the rules.
We support all activities when
the municipality needs the help
of everyone who is involved in
the community, including the
Patong Carnival and blood do-
nations.

Even without police visits,
we follow government policy by
taking part in the movement to
reduce the use of illegal drugs.

Plenty of overseas visitors
enjoy the gay bars of Patong and
I am sure they will keep coming

back whether or not we have a
“white entertainment” certificate.

These people are men and
women from all over the world.
We do not worry whether they
are heterosexual or homo-
sexual.

As long as they enjoy them-
selves and perhaps have fun
watching a cabaret show, that’s
enough for us. We are open-
minded and would never exclude

anyone on the basis of their sexu-
ality.

Gays are very tolerant. They
are easy to talk to and non-threat-
ening, and most people these days
have no difficulty in understand-
ing them.

There are about 20 gay bars
in Patong and they attract prob-
ably 500 patrons each night, a
sizeable contribution to the
economy of the local community.

Actually, My Way was the
first bar in Patong, although it
was not considered a gay bar
then. It opened more than 17
years ago.

It’s also interesting to note
that the official figures show that
almost four million tourists came
to the island in 2002. I estimate
that about one in 10, or a total of
400,000 of those visitors, is gay.

As for Thailand itself, well,

would someone like to start count-
ing the number of gays and let
me know how many millions they
reach when they stop?

Katoeys are everywhere.
They contribute to every part of
society. Many more gays prefer
to not declare their sexuality so
openly. It will come as no surprise
to readers to learn that there are
gays in the army, in the police
force and even in politics.

How many Thai women are
only too happy to share their se-
crets with good friends who just
happen to be katoeys? Many
gays become noted for their ca-
pacity for hard work and for in-
troducing fun into everyday life.

The whole entertainment
business would be lost without
them. Gays are usually extremely
creative, sensitive to the needs of
others and a delight to be around.

As far as I understand,
there is no Thai law that says it is
illegal to be gay.

Some people in older gen-
erations may still find it difficult
to accept gays in society. That is
up to them. Fortunately, their sons
and daughters recognize that gays
are here to stay.

– compiled with
Sangkhae Leelanapaporn

I had a villa built on Phuket that
was completed in January 2003
at a cost of more than 17 million
baht. During the monsoon rains
in October, I discovered that the
roof leaks.

The tiles do not fit together
well and the thin plastic sheet
under them allows pockets of
water to form when it is windy
and rain enters between the tiles.

I have a letter from the
project manager stating that the
project was developed by a com-
petent professional design and
construction team that would pro-
vide management, project deliv-
ery, quality control and security
for my investment.

In my agreement with the
construction management com-
pany is the wording: “In perform-
ing the services, the construction
manager shall: exercise reason-
able skill, care and diligence,
which is to be expected of a com-

petent construction manager, ex-
perienced in carrying out work of
a similar size, scope and complex-
ity in Thailand; apply its knowl-
edge, ideas, experience and abili-
ties to the execution of the ser-
vices stated in appendix one.”

Who is responsible for my leaky roof?

I have a Bangkok Bank account
at a branch in Bangkok. I work
about 1½ hours’ drive from the
branch, and I work from 6 am-6
pm. The bank is open from 10
am-3:30 pm.

Anything to do with bank-
ing requires me to go to this
branch. Why is this necessary?

In my home country, New
Zealand, getting new ATM cards
and other matters can be dealt
with over the phone or by mail
without going to the bank at all.

Howard Rickman

Why do I have to do my banking in person?

However, I know that an
engineer employed by the con-
struction manager queried the
project manager about the use of
poor-quality plastic – but no one
informed me directly.

I think that, as the villa cost

more than 17 million baht, the roof
should at least be waterproof.
Who is responsible?

Name and address witheld

Friedrich “Sam” Fauma, Se-
nior Partner of the Interna-
tional Law Office, replies:

It is difficult to give an ex-
act answer without seeing the
contracts between you and the
various parties.

Depending on the contracts
you have with the parties involved,
the constructor may be liable to
repair the roof if a guarantee pe-
riod is given, or the designer may
be at fault if the roof design al-
lows leaks.

Most importantly, however,
the surveyor who represented
you should be responsible if he
accepted the building as com-
plete, along with the faulty work,
especially if there was a dispute
about poor quality materials.

Mayuree Suksomboon, Man-
ager, Bangkok Bank, Phuket
Town Branch, replies:

If it is not convenient for
you to come to the bank, you can
give written authority to a repre-
sentative you trust to come on
your behalf. Your representative
must bring his or her ID card or
passport and the written author-
ity, which must include your sig-
nature, your account number and
a statement of what your repre-
sentative is empowered to do on
your behalf.

Only a few matters must be
dealt with in person. For example,
to be issued with a new bankbook
you must go to the bank where
you opened the account because
other people cannot provide what
we require, such as your original
signature.

Another example is having
a new PIN number issued for
your ATM card. You must con-
tact the branch where your ac-
count is held. As a security mea-
sure, bank policy prohibits a
single branch keeping both the

ATM card and the PIN code for
that card. We keep them sepa-
rate for customers’ security.

The Thai banking system is
different from other countries, but
everything we do is according to
the rules of the Bank of Thailand
in order to ensure that custom-
ers’ accounts are secure.

Some foreign customers do
not understand why Thai banks
use such security measures, and
they look down us for being in-
convenient, but it’s for their se-
curity.

What are the regulations regard-
ing the customizing of cars? Are
there stated limits on modifica-
tions to bodywork, suspension,
engine and gearbox?

Dave Everitt
Phuket

Theerayuth Prasertpol, Chief
Land Transport Technician at
the Phuket Provincial Trans-
port Office, responds:

Internal modifications, such
as to the engine and gearbox, will
usually be accepted without any
inspection. However, more obvi-
ous modifications affecting body-
work, vehicle height and handling
require authorization.

You must hire a qualified
engineer to make detailed draw-
ings of your modifications and to
calculate any risks likely to be
caused by the alterations. This
plan must be sent to the Depart-
ment of Land Transport (DLT)
in Bangkok for approval.

If the director of the DLT
approves your plans, then you
may alter your vehicle, but only
as detailed in the approval.
Unsanctioned modifications are
illegal.

You should carry the ap-
proval document with you to
show to police officers or other
officials on demand.

That said, I advise you, for
your own safety, not to modify
your car at all. The vehicle was
engineered to work in a certain
way without any modifications.

Rules for
customizing

cars
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Taking a wild ride
to the far side

By Konrad Stalin
ALL IS NOT WHAT IT SEEMS

TO O N
OWN

Tea bag deprivation leaves expats stewing

Amotley crew of sail-
ors were cavorting at
the Kata Beach Resort
the other night to cel-

ebrate their return from the Kata
Group Andaman Sea Rally, a
two-week round trip to the
Andaman and Nicobar Islands,
which are in Indian territory.

One of the best-provisioned
of the 10 yachts that took part
was Intrigue of Stornoway. In
addition to carrying enough slabs
of beer to build a bank, the luxury
yacht – flat screen TV, leather
upholstery – was also said to
have taken on board 130 kilos of
meat to keep her stalwart salts in
trim. The only greens to balance
their diet were the colors stamped
on the cans of Carlsberg.

The old boys must have
done something right because the
yacht confounded its competitors
by taking the trophy for overall
winner of the event.

In second place, Storm-
vogel was miffed at being
squeezed out of the prize on ac-
count of her handicap.

To add insult to injury, the
first announcement made at the
prize giving ceremony had Storm-

Iam beginning to hate
Tesco’s. Last year, you will
remember, they stocked
proper English chocolate di-

gestive biscuits for about 10 min-
utes. They fooled us into thinking
we had hit choccie bikkie nirvana.
Not so.

Every week I take a long
and lonely walk down Disappoint-
ment Alley but the biscuit aisle is
always bereft of anything resem-
bling a proper choccie cookie.

Sure, they have millions of
other brands allegedly made of
chocolate but these are what we
call in England “Chocolate-Fla-
vored”. That’s Reason Number
One.

Now Reason Number Two:
for two months, they have had no
stock of their own brand of tea

vogel as the overall winner. Only
after a re-calculation was the de-
cision reversed.

Of course, the competitors
should not take the results of this
sort of boat rally terribly seriously,
especially as the yachts switch on
their engines when their speed un-
der sail drops below about five
knots. The important thing is tak-
ing part.

One passenger on another
yacht, Emerald Blue, told me that
sailing at night under a canopy of
stars and the silhouette of a full
rig was the sailing equivalent of
listening to Wagner. The Ride of
the Valkyries, no doubt.

On Emerald Blue were
owners Nick Band and his wife,
Marilyn, an artist. Marilyn found
inspiration for her sketches in the
colorful, ramshackle back streets
and markets of Port Blair, capital
of the Andamans, where yellow
and black Ambassador taxis
(modelled on the old Morris Ox-

ford of 1950s Britain) share pot-
holed roads with sleeping dogs,
holy cows and women dressed in
brilliant saris.

Seasoned scribe Terry
Blackburn and intrepid snapper
Travis Rowan, billeted aboard the
good ship Mozart, set out to ex-
plore the beautiful island of Have-
lock (dubbed by some rude salt
as Havelick), the most “tourist-
icated” area of the Andamans
outside Port Blair. It’s hardly
touched by tourism since the to-
tal number of non-Indian visitors
to the Andaman Islands each
year is not much more than 5,000.

After hailing the Indian
equivalent of a tuk-tuk, a three-
wheeled motorized taxi, the in-
trepid duo, Terry and Travis,
were bowling along through the
palm trees when a cow stepped
onto the road. The tuk-tuk driver
maintained speed, figuring that
the cow would be safely across
the road by the time he reached
it.

What the driver did not see
was a rope attaching the cow to
a palm tree on the far side of the
road. The rope went taut. Brakes
squealed. The tuk-tuk contraption

bags. Every time I go, the shelves
are bare and no one knows when
they will have stock in again.

This is appalling for a giant
retailer. I am now forced to drink
flavorless Lipton’s. Life is too
short to wait for things with
strings to stew. What will we be
deprived of next? Bread?

Come on, guys – one of the
few prices we pay for living in a
paradise is the absence of some
favorite foods. Before Tesco’s
arrived, we adjusted to living with-
out, or compensated, or built an
infrastructure that ensured some
sort of supply. I was a notorious
tea-bag smuggler.

But to actually sell us the
stuff, get us hooked, then take it
away on a whim is simply not
cricket. Sort it out.

Garden party: Hot on the heels
of last month’s column, when I
was talking about how beer gar-
dens seem to doing very well, a
new one opens.

Anton’s on Soi Sea Pearl is
a restaurant, pool hall, hotel and
beer garden with live music
nightly. Owned by Anton and
Sheila (of Sheila’s Pies), the place
looks set to be a winner.

Naturally, the place looks
fab. Anton is an old Thailand hand
and for years ran what, for me,
was the best a go-go in Nana
Plaza. Like many, he’s glad to be
out of that business, even though
it was very good to him.

They have a BBQ buffet
each night. The steak is great for
the price, with a wide choice of
beers including those Australian
classics, Fosters and VB. (When
will other bar owners realize that
this stuff sells and start stocking
it?).

The tunes are excellent, too.
Anton is a former DJ at a classy
disco so he knows what he’s do-
ing. They have a full program of
activities planned over the next
few months – including a beauty
pageant. Drop by for more details.

Idle tongues: The rumors that
the former Chicago’s, now VIP,
has been bought and is being
turned into an all-night fast-food
joint, pool hall or whatever else
you may have heard, are all false.

The place is still available for
rent and redevelopment. On your
marks, get set – go!

Quiz versus quiz: The quiz at
the Two Black Sheep has really
picked up these days. There’s
free top nosh for quiz players ev-
ery Monday night at 8-ish.

The Green Man quiz has
consolidated its position as the
highbrow choice and Pepper’s
last week had nine teams – ap-
proximately 40 people – and a
cracking night it was, too.

The island is holding its
breath for the much-touted
showdown between the champs
from The Green Man, known as
the Skeleton Crew, and Pep-
per’s winning Designated Driv-
ers. If it happens, I’ll keep you
posted.

The Green Man quiz is on
Thursdays between 9 pm and 10
pm. Pepper’s is on Tuesdays at
9 pm.

Konrad Stalin may be reached
at konradstalin@hotmail.com.

came to a premature halt, and
keeled over on its side.

Travis’s leg was trapped
under the tuk-tuk and his cam-
eras thrust upwards into his face.
Terry and the driver were unhurt.

The driver pushed the tuk-
tuk upright and proceeded on-
wards to Havelock’s No 7 Beach.

There, Dr Ian Nicholson, plastic
surgeon, owner of Intrigue and a
winner in more ways than one,
treated Travis’s wounds.

Apart from that mishap –
and the time-wasting bureau-
cratic procedures entering Port
Blair – a fine time was had by
all.

EDGEWISE
By John Gilpin

Thought the days of free love were over?
Think again!

“Personals” ads placed online are free!

FREE on the Island Trader online for 60 days.
FREE in the Phuket Gazette.

Go to www.phuketgazette.net/classifieds
and place your ad today!

TIME AND TIDE: A native Andaman fisherman of yesteryear hunts
for his supper.
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On the Move

Been promoted? Made a career
change? Know someone who
has? Let us know by email to
onthemove@phuketgazette.net.

Infant bodycare firm targets Phuket

Unravelling the tangle of bonds
MONEY

TALKS
By Richard Watson

Richard Watson runs Global
Portfolios Co Ltd, a Phuket-
based personal financial plan-
ning service. He can be reached
at Tel and Fax: 076-381997,
Mobile: 01-0814611. Email:
imm@loxinfo.co.th.

Supot Suwannachote, 51, from
Songkhla, has been appointed
Chief of the
Phuket Pro-
vincial Land
Office. A
law graduate
from Ram-
khamhaeng
University,
K. Supot ar-
rives in Phu-
ket after
working in the Trang Provincial
Land Office for several years as
a land officer.

Michel Camy, 43, has been ap-
pointed Le Meridien Phuket

Beach Re-
sort’s Exec-
utive Chef,
fresh from a
similar posi-
tion at the
Hilton Inter-
national in
Jakarta. Mr
Camy com-
pleted his

apprenticeship in the town of
Villeneuve de Marsan in his na-
tive France before moving to
Asia. This marks a return to Thai-
land as Mr Camy previously
worked at the Shangri-La Hotel
in Bangkok.

Narong Promjitta, 35, from Chi-
ang Mai, is the new Managing
Director of
BMS Event
O r g a n i z e r
Co Ltd. K.
Narong has
a master’s
degree in
public admin
i s t r a t i o n
from the Na-
tional Insti-
tute of Development Administra-
tion and a degree in fish farming
from Kasetsart University. His
most recent position was Man-
ager of Nava Language School
in Phuket Town.

Bonds are one of the
most important finan-
cial products for the
average investor. At

the same time, they are one of
the least understood. Indeed, most
investors have money in bonds but
are unaware of it. All pension
funds hold bonds as a major as-
set class.

I wrote an article about
bonds recently and several read-
ers asked for more information.

What is a bond? Basically,
bonds are fixed-interest
securities that pay a
fixed rate of interest
(usually twice a year)
until maturity. Bonds,
superficially at least,
are very simple finan-
cial instruments. A
bond comes into being
when an entity, be it a
country or large corpo-
ration, makes the deci-
sion to borrow money
from the public and corporate
sectors.

The better its credit rating,
the lower the interest rate the bor-
rowing entity has to pay for use
of this money. Bonds are usually
issued for five- to seven-year
periods, though governments of-
ten issue bonds for 10 years or
more.

The price that one can ob-
tain for a bond when sold before
maturity is not guaranteed. For
example, let us say that an inves-
tor buys a seven-year bond, is-
sued by the World Bank, that is
paying 5% interest a year.

The investor gets the 5% a
year and the World Bank guar-
antees to repay the capital in full

at the end of seven years.
Instead of waiting, however,
our investor decides to sell
the bond after holding it for
just one year.

The bond still has six
years to run before maturity
and will continue to pay 5%
interest every year until
then. The law of supply and de-
mand plays a role in determining
the market price of the bond but
the major determinant of price is
the interest rates prevailing in the

economy at the time
of sale.

To digress slight-
ly, central banks deter-
mine short-term inter-
est rates, which they
use to guide the future
of the economy.
Long-term interest
rates, however, are set
by the market.

When an econ-
omy is experiencing

low-to-moderate growth with
low inflation, long-term interest
rates are likely to be modest.

On the other hand, when an
economy is growing too rapidly
and inflation is rising, long-term
interest rates will also rise.

Returning to our example,
the price that the seller can ob-
tain for the bond depends on pre-
vailing interest rates.

If, a year later, the market
demands that the interest rate
paid on World Bank bonds be 6%
rather than 5%, then the amount
the market will pay for our
investor’s bond will be lower than
its original price.

The market is demanding a
6% return whereas the bond in

question is paying only 5%. The
only way a buyer of that bond can
get a return of 6% is if the mar-
ket value of the bond falls suffi-
ciently so that the yield rises to
6%.

Conversely, if interest rates
fall, the seller will make a capital
gain because the market will pay
a premium on the bond’s previ-
ous value.

Such ups and downs occur
only in the secondary market.
The original face value and ma-
turity value of the bond – and the
interest rate stipulated by the is-
suer – do not change.

Bonds have a variety of
uses. For an investor who wants
to invest money without taking
a risk, a bond bought and held to
maturity will achieve that aim.
For a retired person wanting to
be guaranteed an exact income
for a fixed period, bonds are
ideal.

Here are terms commonly
used in the bond market:

Coupon: The annual inter-
est rate earned from the bond.

Running yield: The annual
interest received as a percentage
of the price paid for the bond (as
opposed to its face value).

Yield to maturity: Running
Yield, plus or minus any capital
gain or loss at maturity (due to

the difference between face
value and the price actually
paid for the bond) expressed
as an annual percentage.

Junk bonds: Bonds in
the market issued by borrow-
ers whose credit ratings have
since declined to below “in-
vestment grade” (as deter-

mined by rating agencies such as
Standard & Poors). Junk bonds
offer higher interest rates, but
carry a higher risk of the capital
not being repaid in full.

Zero coupon bonds: Plen-
ty of investors do not want regu-
lar interest payments during the
life of the bond, preferring instead
to look forward to a guaranteed
lump sum at maturity.

They buy the bonds at a con-
siderable discount on the face
value, but receive full face value
at maturity.

The discount is equivalent to
the interest that would have been
paid over the remaining life of the
bond, had it been a conventional
bond.

Bond funds: These are
generally unit trusts or mutual
funds that invest solely in bonds.

Money market funds: Al-
though they normally invest in a
range of money market instru-
ments, these funds often incor-
porate short-dated bonds (bonds
that are close to maturity) to en-
hance returns.

For an investor
who wishes to
invest money

without taking a
risk, a bond

bought and held
to maturity will

achieve that aim.

PHUKET: Catherine Arfi, found-
er of Australian-based company
babyWORKSHOP and the  booming
Aromababy line of infant body
care products, was in Phuket last
month to investigate local market
potential with a view to launch-
ing direct sales at first-rate spas
on the island.

Mrs Arfi launched baby
WORKSHOP nine years ago after
discovering a demand in Austra-
lia for her self-formulated, all-
natural babycare products.

Today, Aromababy prod-
ucts are available from hundreds
of retailers in Australia. The com-
pany has seen phenomenal ex-
pansion in South Korea, where its
products are available from 600
retailers. It has an additiona fur-
ther 50 agents in Hong Kong.

Annual company growth is
currently 40%, which Mrs Arfi
said is restricted only by man-
power.

The move to enter the Thai
market in Phuket follows baby
WORKSHOP’s launch in Singapore
through a partner company there
that is responsible for product dis-
tribution throughout Malaysia and

will be the supplier of Aromababy
products for Thailand.

Mrs Arfi told the Gazette
that Phuket was chosen because
of the many high-quality massage
services on the island and its close
proximity to Singapore, from
where the products will be
shipped.

“We’re interested in world
famous spas, such as at the Ban-

yan Tree and the Kata
Spa. There’s a range
of possibilities and
we’re open to discus-
sion. I think three or
four outlets will be
enough for now,” she
said.

During her visit,
Mrs Arfi also held dis-
cussions with Hide-
Away Spa, which has
a spa at Patong and
another at Laguna, as
well as a store in
Chalong.

Mrs Arfi ex-
plained that in addition
to selling the 24 Aro-
mababy products,
ranging in price from
about 300-1,050 baht,
she would like agents

to provide babycare services.
“We would like to have a

partner that would be responsible
for introducing the idea of preg-
nancy massage, postnatal care
and infant massage to the many
tourists who come here,” she
said.

Looking beyond the baby
market, Mrs Arfi said that al-
though her products were origi-

nally developed for infants, they
are appropriate for anyone and
are recommended for pregnant
women and for people with highly
sensitive skin. “Since the prod-
ucts are 100% pure, they’re fine
for anybody,” she explained.

Mrs Arfi added that she
expects the unscented skincare
products, including the sunscreen
and the after-sun and skin-mois-
turizing lotions, to be the best-sell-
ing lines on Phuket.

“We are aiming for about 5-
10% of the local [bodycare] mar-
ket. We want 5-10% of the up-
per market.”

Mrs Arfi explained that an-
other potential market is health
professionals on the island.
“There are hospitals in America
that use our products, as well as
hospitals in Hong Kong and
Dubai. Our commitment to that
industry and to caring for babies
is very strong,” she said.

The appeal of Aromababy
products outside the infant mar-
ket has inspired Mrs Arfi to de-
velop a new product range, called
Pure Spa. The new range of
about 10 products, due to be
launched later this year, is targeted
at women.

By Supaporn Sriprom

Catherine Arfi: ‘We want 5-10% of the
upper market.’
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Spin is not just derived
from the way you hit a
tennis ball. Every new
piece of kit hits the mar-

ket with its own cast-iron claim
that it will improve your game
beyond measure. There is, how-
ever, some science behind the
spin.

Always buy the best rack-
et you can afford. Racket tech-
nology – whether we like it or
not  – is the key to today’s game.
Modern rackets
are lighter and
more powerful,
so embrace this
t e c h n o l o g y .
Lighter means
better results
from less effort
and fewer inju-
ries. Go for an all-graphite
frame, not an aluminum compo-
site, and choose a small grip.
Small grips are easier to build
up to a comfortable size than
large ones are to cut down.
Don’t go for looks; always
choose function over form.

Dedicated tennis shoes
offer strong lateral support, es-
sential to avoid injury and to
improve your game. Tennis
shoes are generally heavier and
more stable than regular running
or fitness shoes so they may feel
a little strange when first worn.

Sean Panton is the Peter Bur-
wash Tennis & Recreation Di-
rector at the JW Marriott
Phuket Resort & Spa, Tel: 076-
348300, Email: sean.panton@
marriott.com. Sponsored by
Adidas Thailand.

Yes, it is racket science
They shouldn’t feel tight

and I recommend that you try
them on when your feet are hot
and puffy. If your new shoes feel
comfortable after you have
trolled around the shops all day,
then they should feel comfy
when you are on the court.

There are so many com-
fortable high-tech clothing prod-
ucts on the market nowadays
that value-for-money and dura-
bility are the most important fac-

tors to consider.
These quick-dry-
ing fabrics may
enhance your
performance by
making you feel
more comfort-
able. They actu-
ally draw perspi-

ration away fom the body, es-
sential to lessening the draining
effect of Phuket’s tropical cli-
mate.

Have fun making your
equipment choices. They can,
with practice, help to improve
your game.

By Sean Panton

 I P STENNIS

KOH KAEW: Jakrawuth Tohpu
emerged as the outstanding
player of a four-school seven-a-
side soccer tournament at Dul-
wich International Callege on
January 24.

Jakrawuth scored all four
goals as Phuket Wittayalai B won
the final of the Over-15 competi-
tion, beating Dulwich A.

He topped off a hat-trick in
the first 15-minute half with a
fourth goal in the second half.

Six teams from four schools
– Dulwich, Wittayalai, Daorung
Wittaya and Chalermprakiat –
played in the one-day round-robin
competition.

In the final, it took just seven
minutes for Jakrawuth to show
that he had the potential to domi-
nate the scoreline in the match
against Dulwich A. He accepted
a pass, dribbled the ball toward
the goal, then slammed it home.

Five minutes later, Jakra-
wuth struck again in similar style.
Then, just a minute later, he re-
ceived another good pass to ram
home his third.

KATHU: Theerapol Pongpitayapairoj scored 71 off the stick around
the testing Phuket Country Club course to win the Ford SUV Phuket
Amateur Open 2004 on January 25 ahead of a field of more than 100
entrants.

Playing on his home course, the experienced K. Theerapol man-
aged to shrug off the other would-be island amateur champs without

too much trouble.
Trophies and golf bags were pre-

sented to category winners at a dinner
at the PCC restaurant that evening.
The Ford SUV, the prize for a hole-in-
one, was not won – but Bunprasert
Udommangkorn was closest to the pin
at two of the four designated holes.

Results: Overall Low Gross: Theerapol
Pongpitayapairoj 36-35, 71; Overall Low
Net: Manote Manajira 37-40, 77. Flight A:
Low Gross, Surin Bamrungpol, 36-37, 72.
Low Net, Ryu Keun Beik, 40-40, ( handicap
8.4) 71.6. Flight B: Low Gross, Hans
Schaefer, 43-41, 84. Low Net, Peter Grainger,
43-45, (16.8) 71.2. Flight C: Low Gross,
Georg Held 46-45, 91. Low Net, Weerachai
Ariyaudomkij, 49-45, (22.8) 71.2. Flight D:
Low Gross, Kamol Kaewpradab 49-49, 98.

Low Net, Aree Hall 49-53, (30) 72. Booby Prize: Janpen Arno Magee, gross
140. Nearest-the-pin: Bunprasert Udommangkorn (two holes), Theerapol
Buasri, Somchai Jinda.

CHIANG MAI: Phuket native
and world Soft Tennis Associa-
tion 9th-ranked girls’ youth player,
Withita “Tangkua” Jang-Iam,
took third place in the annual
Thailand University Games held
this year in Chiang Mai from
January 11-17.

Montinee Tangpong, from
Bangkok University, came first,
followed by Marisa Niroj, from
Sriprathum University in Bang-

Tangkwa takes bronze in uni games

Theerapol takes Ford cup

Jakrawuth (left) dances past the Dulwich defense again.

By Nonthawat Disayabutra

Four-goal hero sinks Dulwich

In the second half, Dulwich
fought back but failed to capi-
talize on their chances. But ev-
erything went right for Jak-
rawuth, who delivered the fourth
goal for Wiittayalai in the 22nd

minute.
The Under-15 final saw

Daorung A facing Daorung B.
The A team scored three

times in the first half and the B

team could manage only one goal
in response in the second half.

Like Jakrawuth in the se-
niors, 14-year-old Saharat Intan
scored all his team’s goals and
was named Most Valuable Player.

Results: Over 15s: 1. Wittayalai
B, 2. Dulwich A, 3. Daorung. Un-
der 15s: 1. Daorung A, 2. Dao-
rung B, 3. Dulwich B.

kok. Both are members of the
Thai national team.

K. Tangwa, a first-year stu-
dent in Chiang Mai University’s
Faculty of Medicine, beat many
opponents on her way to the
bronze, including National Youth
Team members Suchanan Wirat-
prasert, Napaporn Tongsali,
Wilawan Chobtang, Marisa Niroj,
Montinee Tangpong, and Khon-
ramontri Sirirutaiwattana.

Experience shows: Winner
Theerapol Pongpitayapairoj

Hocux Pocux triumphs in
Phang Nga Bay regatta

Racing Class:
1. Hocux Pocux 2
2. Rhythm Stick
3. Securicor Somtam Express

Cruising A:
1. La Samudra
2. Fi Tuen
3. Antigua IV

Cruising B:
1. Fat Cat
2. The Four Winds
3. Sanook

Multihulls:
1. Charro
2. Image Asia Latitude 8 Cyrene
3. Slipper 1

7th Phang Nga Bay Regatta: Final Results

PHUKET: Superb breeze, torn
spinnakers, collisions and excit-
ing racing were the marks of the
7th QBE Phang Nga Bay Regatta
from January 22 to 25.

A fleet of 34 yachts in four
classes enjoyed some of the best
sailing conditions in years, with
blue skies and strong winds
throughout the event.

The larger yachts and multi-
hulls led the way in Race 1 while
the smaller yachts struggled to
make it upwind against the 12-
knot breeze to the first mark.

Securicor Somtam Ex-
press, however, managed to stay
in touch with the larger keelboats
and, about halfway through the
race, the breeze eased in the
lighter vessel’s favor.

During the race, catamaran
No Fixed Address on starboard
tack went unnoticed to all aboard
the 58-ft steel sloop Beyond
Rotto. Their calls also appeared
to go unheard as the larger yacht
ploughed straight into the side of
the cat, tearing a huge hole in her
port side.

No one was injured and
both boats retired that day. To the
credit of  No Fixed Address’s,
they sailed in the next three races
and and finished fourth overall.

Race 1 results: Racing: 1.
Hocux Pocux 2, 2. Rhythm Stick, 3.
Securicor Somtam Express. Cruising
A: 1. La Samudra, 2. Emerald Blue,
3. Fi Tuen. Cruising B: 1. Fat Cat, 2.
Blue Moon, 3. The Four Winds. Ocean
Multihulls: 1. Charro, 2. Image Asia
Cyrene, 3. Slipper 1.

In Race 2, from the south-
ern end of Koh Yao Noi to Railey
Beach, in Krabi, the breeze
swung, limiting the fleet’s chance
to use spinnakers.

Swells of up to 1.5 meters
pushed through the bay as the tide
changed, allowing only the larger
boats to finish in reasonable time.

Hocux Pocux 2 again led
from start to finish. Other notable
performers included La Samu-
dra, Charro, Ruby Tuesday and
Cruising B’s Sanook.

Race 2 results: Racing: 1.
Hocux Pocux 2, 2. Rhythm Stick, 3.
Ruby Tuesday. Cruising A: 1. La Sa-
mudra, 2. Antigua IV, 3. Emerald Blue.
Cruising B: 1. Rastegaissa, 2. Fat Cat,

3. Sanook. Multihulls: 1. Charro, 2.
Image Asia Cyrene, 3. Slipper 1.

Hustling at the start of Race
3 saw Cruising A class Fi Tuen
give rival Rhythm Stick a “love
tap” on her aft port side. No se-
rious damage was done, how-
ever, and surprisingly little was
said about the incident.

Hocux Pocux 2 stormed off
the line, leading La Samudra, Fi
Tuen, Pytheas Aura and Rhythm
Stick. Once the spinnakers were
up, however, Somtam sped off
and narrowly missed catching up
with multihulls Charro and Slip-
per 1, which had started 10 min-
utes before her. Somtam beat her
closest competitors by 20 min-
utes on corrected time.

Race 3 results: Racing: 1.
Securicor Somtam Express, 2.
Rhythm Stick, 3. Hocux Pocux 2.
Cruising A: 1. Fi Tuen, 2. La Samu-
dra, 3. Antigua IV. Cruising B: 1. The
Four Winds, 2. Sanook, 3. Fat Cat.
Multihulls: 1. Charro, 2. Slipper 1, 3.
Image Asia Cyrene.

Race 4, from Phi Phi to
Chalong Bay, saw an incident-
free start and a breeze of 15-18
knots, gusting up to 30 knots, al-
lowing downwind flyer Somtam
to lead all the way to Chalong
Bay and across the finish with
Charro hot on her heels.

Race 4 results: Racing: 1.
Securicor Somtam Express, 2. Hocux
Pocux 2, 3. Rhythm Stick. Cruising
A: 1. Fi Tuen, 2. La Samudra, 3. Cin-
ders. Cruising B: The Four Winds, 2.
Fat Cat, 3. Archrival. Multihulls:
Charro, 2. Image Asia Cyrene, 3. Slip-
per 1.

By Andrew Craig
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Winds gusting up to 30 knots meant plenty of action in the 2004 Phang Nga Bay Regatta.
Photo by Karim Khamzin
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BEHIND
WHEEL
By Jeff Heselwood

T H E

Some deft product place-
ment by Daimler-
Chrysler sees Angelina
Jolie driving a Jeep

Wrangler in her latest movie,
Lara Croft Tomb Raider: The
Cradle of Life.

The publicity blurb surround-
ing the film is excruciating. “We
view Jeep as a perfect partner in
this film because the brand’s at-
tributes are a natural fit with the
Lara Croft character,” it says.
Believe that and you’ll believe
anything.

Lara Croft’s unique Wran-
gler – three were built for the film
– boasts a roll cage complete with
grab-handles, special front and
rear bumpers, a winch and riv-
eted fender flares.

As well as the cinema epic,
Jeep has created print and TV
ads featuring Jolie in a bid to make
some kind of connection, how-
ever tenuous.

The first Tomb Raider
movie grossed more than US$47
million in its opening weekend
and nearly US$300 million world-
wide, making Jolie a household
name.

The Wrangler’s popularity is
presumably because it combines
a degree of off-road ruggedness
and superior on-road refinement
with the new, extended wheel-
base and a strong four-liter power
plant.

The motor produces a
healthy 190 bhp (142 kW) at
4,600 rpm, but far more impres-
sive is the torque output of 319
Nm at a mere 3,200 rpm. With
permanent four-
wheel drive and a
four-speed auto-
matic transmission,
the Wrangler is both
capable and com-
fortable.

The latest
Wrangler Unlimited
maintains the leg-
endary 4x4 Jeep
capability but now is
more refined on the highway be-
cause of its longer wheelbase –

Angelina’s drive-on extra
a full 10 inches longer than the
original Wrangler – which adds
15 inches to the overall length.

A side ef-
fect of this ex-
tended wheelbase
is a vastly im-
proved cargo
area behind the
rear seats, as well
as a little more leg
room for passen-
gers in the rear.

Jeep offici-
ally began in 1963

with the formation of Kaiser-
Jeep. Previously the brand had

been simply a model made by
Willys-Overland, a company set
up in Toledo, Ohio, by John North
Willys in 1909.

The Jeep was not available
to non-military buyers until after
World War II. Designed and de-
veloped by the American Bantam
Co, it was produced by both
Willys and Ford for the US Army.

The Ford version was
known as the GP (for General
Purpose) and this became
“Jeep”, a name coined by the
Washington Daily News in 1941.

The Jeep name was never
used by Ford, however, and it was
only after the war that Willys
adopted it. The Jeep had a three-
speed manual gearbox and per-
manent four-wheel drive with a
two-speed transfer box.

Although the manufacturers

claimed a top speed of slightly
more than 100 km/h, the ride was
so rough it was foolhardy to try
to maintain this kind of velocity.

During the war, more than
600,000 Jeeps were made, rough-
ly half by Ford and half by Willys.
They were used by the British
and Russian armies as well as the
Americans and were converted
to act as gun-carriers, ambu-
lances as well as transport for
troops.

In 1970, Kaiser-Jeep was
bought by American Motors
(AMC), and in 1978 AMC be-
came a division of Renault. In
1987, Chrysler acquired AMC
from Renault, including the To-
ledo factory where the Wrangler
and the Cherokee are still made,
although right-hand drive Chero-
kees are also made in Austria by
Steyr-Magna.

The Wrangler, previously
called the Jeep Universal, ap-
peared in 1986 and has remained
essentially unchanged since.

The Wrangler Unlimited,
however, features high-pressure

gas shock absorbers, huge 30-
inch off-road Goodyear tires
mounted on special five-spoke
aluminum wheels and a heavy-
duty rear axle for towing.

Airbags are now fitted and
air conditioning is standard.
There is a quality sound system.
Options include side-steps, a
leather steering wheel and
cruise control.

There is also an innovative
sunroof as well as a full top-down
arrangement. The new soft-top
gives a second open-air option by
folding back the top above the
driver and front seat passenger
to create a wide opening, far
larger than any conventional sun
roof.

The Wrangler has come a
long way in its history, but remains
a relatively inexpensive, go-any-
where kind of vehicle. Well worth
investigating, even if Angelina
Jolie sees fit to drive one.

Jeff Heselwood may be con-
tacted by email at jhc@
netvigator.com.

IN THE SPOTLIGHT: Hollywood-style hype aside, the new Wrangler maintains its longstanding reputation as a down-to-earth off-roader.
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menuOn the

Bruce Stanley
with

Mom Tri’s

Kitchen

The home of Mom Luang
Tri Devakul, on the
headland between Kata
and Kata Noi, is perhaps

the loveliest estate on the island.
This private residence has been
open to the public for fine dining,
art exhibitions and concerts for a
few years, ever since Mom Tri
decided to remodel the buildings
into an exclusive resort.

“The concept for Mom Tri’s
Kitchen is wellness,” said Adisak
“Dan” Pitukrojananont, General
Manager of Mom Tri’s Villa
Royale. “We have a menu of
many Thai and international in-
fluences but the concept is fresh,
healthy, organic food, some of
which comes from Mom Tri’s
garden in Chiang Mai.”

K. Dan hands me a lemon
grown in Mom Tri’s orchard. Not
wanting to use local limes and
unable to find good-quality lem-
ons, Mom Tri planted an orchard
that now supplies his restaurants.

Dusk, just as the sun sets
into the Andaman, is a great time
to begin dinner here. Billie Holi-
day – on CD – is suitable mood
music.

The appetizer selection in-
cludes some of Mom Tri’s own
recipes. I chose the aubergine
roll; a soft eggplant rolled in pine

nuts and apricot chutney, and gar-
nished with feta cheese. A re-
markable taste, combining Medi-
terranean and Asian influences.

Reading the menu is frus-
trating fun because it’s impossible
to eat everything that appeals:
rock lobster ravioli in herbs and
white wine cream sauce; or pan-
grilled tiger prawns drizzled with
spicy lemon grass and mint dress-
ing.

Soup-lovers can dip into a
chilled mango and cucumber
gazpacho, pumpkin soup infused
with basil purée, or a Thai tom
kha gai.

Executive chef Sura Putha,
sent by Mom Tri to train in the
Alsace, recommended seafood.
I chose the rock lobster flambé,
with a brandy and curry powder
sauce, served with jasmine rice.
I particularly enjoyed the subtle
pleasure of a light curry mingling
with the delicate rock lobster.

I picked soft-shelled crab

and tiger prawn with a garlic and
black peppercorn sauce, and pan-
fried vegetables, as my entrée.
Although both of my choices
were seafood, the tastes and the
presentations could not be com-
pared.

The same wine list that has
won Mom Tri’s Boathouse the
Award of Excellence from Wine
Spectator Magazine since 1995
is available, as well as an inter-
esting choice of organic wines.

The fun cocktail list includes
a delicious combination of gin,
Campari and Grand Marnier
mixed with grapefruit, pineapple
and lime juices. Served in a pine-
apple, it’s named the Koh Boo,
after Mom Tri’s island, which is
just off Kata Beach.

 The price structure for ap-
petizers, salads, pastas and main
courses will not upset any po-
cket. If you want a memorable
dinner and an unforgettable ex-
perience, this is the place.

Mom Tri’s Kitchen is open daily
for dinner 6:30 pm to 11:30 pm.
Breakfast is served from 7 am
until 10:30 am and a menu of
light meals and sandwiches is
served all day.
Tel:076-333568, and email:
info@villaroyalephuket.com

An unforgettable experience
CLIFFTOP CUISINE: Mom Tri’s rates highly for original taste in a near-perfect headland setting.

W I N E

By Steven Roberto

Every specialization has a
unique vocabulary and
wine is no exception.
Let’s peel away the ha-

ziness behind some of the more
confusing terms.

Barrel Fermentation, Barrel-

Aged: Two types of containers
are used to ferment grape juice
– stainless steel and oak. When
fermented in a oak barrel, the
wine is said to be barrel-fer-
mented. Barrel-aged wine, on the
other hand, means the wine was
put into a barrel for some time
after fermentation. Both barrel
fermentation and barrel aging are
expensive, but impart complexity
to the wine. Be wary of wines
that claim to be oak-aged. This
does not have the same meaning
as barrel-aged.

Botrytis: A specialized fungus
that, under ideal conditions, con-
centrates the sugar in grapes suf-
ficiently to produce dessert wine.

Brut: Any Champagne or other
sparkling wine made from char-
donnay and pinot noir grapes that
is not sweet, but rather is dry.

Estate-bottled: Wine bottled at
the winery where it was made.
This implies higher quality be-
cause the winery retains control
over the wine until it is bottled.

Filtration: The process of re-
moving unwanted solids was in-
vented in ancient Egypt, using
camel hair to separate the grape
skins from the wine. Filtration is
more advanced today and gen-
erally improves wine, leaving it
brilliantly clear and capable of
aging with genuine expression of
its true character.

Gold Medal or Show Reserve:

Some countries, most notably
Australia, place much emphasis
on wines that win awards at wine
shows. Many people who have
faith in these shows fail to inquire
of the judges’ qualifications,
whether they were in agreement,

or how many wines were en-
tered.

Off-dry: If a wine is not dry but
is only slightly sweet, then it is said
to be Off-dry.

Malolactic Fermentation: Ev-
eryone knows yeast ferments
grape sugar to make wine but not
so many know of a second fer-
mentation that uses bacteria to
convert natural malic grape acid
to lactic acid, the same acid found
in milk and cheese. This second,
malolactic fermentation, reduces
acidity and gives complexity to
wines from cooler climates that
otherwise would be too acidic.

Petulant: Not a grumpy wine but
one with just the slightest touch
of bubbles.

Steven Roberto is a winemaker
and restaurant consultant from
California. He is the Wine and
Beverage Director for the
award-winning Baan Rim Pa
restaurant in Patong. Email:
sroberto@lycos.com

A guide to
meaning
and taste
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Home of the Week Rawai

Foliage tumbles around
the three pavilions that
sit within this property,
offering seclusion amid

beautiful tropical gardens and
lawns, as well as majestic palm
trees.

The open-plan home was
built three years ago, in a very
quiet soi off Wiset Rd on the way
to Rawai. Adding character and
security, is a tall wooden fence
that surrounds the property.

The owners, keen garden-
ers, have lavished care and at-
tention on the 1.2 rai of grounds.

A home ringed
by greenery
and scenery

Entry is through a gate onto
a brick driveway, which has a
good turning circle, with gardens
on all sides.

At the rear is a large swim-
ming pool with a waterfall and a
thatch-roofed sala to one side.
Behind the pool is a good stretch
of garden, with mango trees and
colorful flowers.

The house, designed to
maximize views to the rear from
the living room and master bed-
room, overlooks the swimming
pool.

A large terrace runs off the

living room. The all-teak doors
and slatted shutters open out-
ward.

There are four bedrooms
and four bathrooms, with the
master bedroom having an en
suite bathroom that contains a
pleasant choice: a bath or a dis-
creet back-to-nature outside
shower.

The bedrooms, housed in the
pavilion to the left, have teak
wardrobes. The middle pavilion,
over a teak bridge, houses the liv-
ing room and open-plan dining
room. A pond running under the
house on both sides teems with
fish.

The large Western-style
kitchen the pavilion on the right

is a cook’s delight. Not only does
it feature every modern appli-
ance, but there’s also a great
view over the gardens.

Throughout the house
there are many teak storage
cupboards. The interior is taste-
ful – all white walls and teak ar-
chitraves. Large terracotta tiles
cover the floors throughout, in-
cluding the terrace. The ceilings
are high, with fans keeping the
interior cool.

There is a study with two
phone lines, which could be used
as an extra bedroom.

Beyond the back door is a
laundry and a maid’s room. Utili-
ties include solar power, UBC
TV, water heater, well water and
a security system. The land title
is Chanote.

This is a family house of
high quality and is a match for
any on the island in terms of
simple design and functional fin-
ish. It is for sale partly furnished
for 21 million baht.

For more information about
this week’s home, contact Ri-
chard Lusted at Siam Real Es-
tate. Tel: 076-280805. Website:
www.siamrealestate.com.

Large open doors allow cool breezes to circulate throughout all the
pavilions, including the one housing the main bedroom.

The lush gardens offer seclusion within minutes of Rawai Beach.

The large swimming pool at the rear of the home features a waterfall and a sala to one side.
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Problems with an extra-marital affair?  Need somebody to love?

ASK KHUN WANIDA "MOMMA DUCK"

Fax your questions to 076-213971
or e-mail to momma@phuketgazette.net

KATA: Construction of the 40-
unit Katamanda Village Estate
project on 32-rai of headland
overlooking Kata and Kata Noi
bays is now entering its second
phase.

All infrastructure and com-
mon-area facilities are opera-
tional, and the 15 villas built in the
project’s first phase are now oc-
cupied.

Fifteen more units have
been sold and are now under con-
struction and only 10 land plots
are still available. Green Property
Developments Ltd, which in-
vested more than 1 billion baht in
the project, expects the project to
be completed in mid-2005.

Villas range in size from
two- to five-bedroom units, with
total floor space ranging from 278
to 637 square meters. Many units
are custom designed to meet
owner requirements, and archi-
tectural design is described as a
“blend of traditional tropical Asian
themes with modern facilities and
convenience”.

Privacy and sea views
were primary design factors in
the project, which is targeted at
expatriates. Prices range be-
tween 18.9 and 55.5 million baht,
and some units are also available
for rent.

KAMALA: Construction and
project management firm Clark-
freeman Company have begun
work on the 45-unit Kamala Hills
apartment complex on a five-rai
plot in Kamala. The three-phase
project, now about 10% complete,
will comprise professionally-de-

Construction Update by Supaporn Sriprom

signed three-bedroom apartments
in seven blocks of three stories
each, all surrounding two com-
mon pools and landscaped gar-
dens.

Ground-floor and third-floor
units are 4.35 million baht, and
second-story units are 3.95 mil-
lion baht. The project is targeted
at long-term non-residents work-

ing abroad who choose Phuket as
a place to relax and want to en-
joy rental returns on their prop-
erty investment. Architecture is
described as “contemporary
tropical”. Twenty-six units have
been sold.

Katamanda begins phase 2

All homes in the first phase of Katamanda are now sold and occupied.
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 Gardening with
 Bloomin’ Bert

As we know, there are
amazing plants in
Phuket. Some of them
are, well, a bit boring

– very green, but boring. Others
live only to show off.

One of the showiest plants
around has to be the erythrina,
also known as the “sunshine tree”
or “coral tree”. Thais know it as
thong-lang.

Its flowers are so showy it
seems to be bragging. In terms
of self-confidence, it has to be
the Muhammad Ali of the plant
world – quite talented, and not
afraid to let the world know it.

I was on my way back from
Nai Harn beach one recent week-
end and saw several of these
spectacular trees. I stopped to
have a closer look. From a dis-
tance, the vivid color is very much
like the flame tree, but up close
the flowers look like giant red ti-
ger claws. In fact, “tiger claw”,
is another of this tree’s many
aliases.

Originally from Brazil, the
erythrina is a genus comprising
some 100 trees and shrubs, most
with spiny trunks and branches.
Some of these produce strikingly
beautiful flowers. Erythrina
variegata, which grows to 15
meters, is the one most commonly
seen in Phuket.

The island is definitely in its
dry season now, which has

caused the three-part leaves to
drop completely – as they do ev-
ery year.

What saves the tree from
looking like a victim of ritual sui-
cide is the incredible blossoms
that follow this leaf-shedding
habit, just as the new growth
starts. The dramatic scarlet col-
oring is almost surreal in its in-
tensity.

One of the most fascinat-

ing things about this plant is the
ability of its flowers to move with
the sun’s position. Most species
of the erythrina show this daily
“heliotropic movement” of the
leaflets (helio equals sun, tropic
equals orientation). It even has a
night orientation.

Not only does this plant boast
with its Day-glo colors, it really
goes over the top with its acro-
batic skills.

Another variation of the
erythrina has boldly variegated
leaves with bright yellow veins
running through them. If you’re
considering putting one in your
garden, leave plenty of space –
or be prepared for a battle of wills
between you and the plant.

A friend once planted one
next to his pergola, so that he’d
have a bit of extra shade in the
heat of the day. This “bit of
shade” turned into an unruly
monster. He couldn’t stop it
growing. Despite hacking
huge limbs off regularly, he
couldn’t subdue its determi-
nation to take over his en-
tire garden.

Eventually he decided
that the only way he could
triumph was to uproot it
completely. So he did.

It’s now been replaced
with a palm tree, which will
probably act a little less like
a tyrannical dictator next to
the pergola.

Why is it that so many
plants in this part of the world
seem to have it in for us? The
erythrina is yet another poison-
ous plant that thrives in the trop-
ics. The seeds of most types of
erythrina contain alkaloids, so

eating them certainly wouldn’t be
the brightest idea in the world.

The erythrina likes full sun
and well-drained soil and blooms
best after drought. Quite large
cuttings root easily – just lop a
sizable branch from the main tree
and put it in moist compost. It will
wilt a little for a week or two,
then will quickly get its act to-
gether, resulting in a sturdy young
clone of the original.

As erythrina produces
large amounts of nectar, in some
parts of the world it seems that
hummingbirds pollinate the spe-

cies. It would be rather good to
think that they do that here, too –
but I’ve never seen a humming-
bird in Phuket.

Enjoy these scarlet blooms
that you see all over Phuket at
the moment – because they
won’t be around for long.

Float like a butterfly, sting like a tree

One type of erythrina has brightly
variegated leaves.

Photo © by Yoonki Kim

Attention grabber: Erythrina variegata produces Day-glo red blooms.
Photo by Clément Duret, http://cactustropicalgarden.com



C L A S S I F I E D SJanuary 31 - February 6, 2004 P H U K E T  G A Z E T T E 29

Property Gazette

LARGE HOUSE

IN KATHU

4-bedrm, 200-sqm house
with 3 bathrooms, on 400
sqm of land in a very quiet
and beautiful location in
Kathu. 3 years old. Price: a
non-negotiable 2.8 million
baht. Tel:  06-6834996.
Email: fenefc@hotmail.com

Properties
For Sale

LAND IN THALANG

Quiet, safe and ready to
build. Tel: 01-9792901 or
076-388073 for details.
www.siam-business.com

HOUSES IN RAWAI

European standard, 2 beds.
Tel: 01-9792901, 076-388-
073. www.siam-business.
com

LAND IN RAWAI

near Nai Harn, elevated
position. Tel: 01-9792901,
076-388073. www.siam-
business. com

LUXURY BEACH

condos for sale. Studio 28
sqm. Price: 760,000 baht.
Large 1-bed apartment, living
room, bathroom, kitchen, sea
view. Price: 1.3 million baht.
Tel: 06-948449. Email:
chotip_5@hotmail.com

LAND FOR SALE

in Anuphas Golf Ville. Please
call 09-8718333, 01-691-
3351 or 076-238916.

VALLEY VIEW

in Chalong. New 120-sqm
home, on 436-sqm land with
Chanote. 3 bedrooms, 2 bath-
rooms, lounge room, dining/
family room, Euro kitchen. 2.8
mill baht. Tel: 06-2817605.
Email: valleyview2004@
yahoo.com

BEACH CONDOS

Patong. Apartments for sale
or rent, 92 or 120 sqm. Fan-
tastic view. 300 meters from
beach. Price 2.2 million baht.
Tel: 06-9510053. Email:
su_kingsuwan@hotmail.com

PHUKET’S LEADING

REAL ESTATE

Phuket’s leading real estate
agents offering a full service.
Tel: 076-238886, 01-537-
5970. Fax: 076-238887.
Email: info@phuket-land.net.
Please visit our website at:
www.phuket-land.net

1.25 RAI KAMALA

Panoramic views over Ka-
mala valley. Quiet location, not
overlooked. 2.75 million baht.
Tel: 01-7374295. Email:
stevebragg28@hotmail.com

LAND AT SAI YUAN

with Chanote. 161 sq wah,
ready to build, very private
area. Adjacent public area
with big trees. Bargain at
1.95 million baht. Please call
for details. Tel: 01-7973603,
01 -6971605 .Ema i l :
phuketgam@yahoo.com

BEAUTIFUL HOUSE

FOR SALE

Situated on a quiet Rawai
cul-de-sac, this 180sqm
house has 930sqm of land,
a beautiful garden and a
nice guesthouse. Expect
something different. 6 mil-
lion baht. Tel: 09-7310283.
Email: harrij@loxinfo.co.th

LAND: LAND+HOUSE

avail separately. Sea views at
Nai Yang beach. 3 rai: 2 mil-
lion baht/rai. House on NorSor
3 Gor land: 2.5 million baht.
Please call for info. Tel: 01-
8918689.

RAWAI HOME

A substantial 4-bed residen-
tial home in large – 1.25 rai
– and atractive grounds.
Within 5 min of Rawai
Beach. 15 million baht. Tel:
06-8934235.

1-RAI PLOTS OF LAND

Beautiful pieces of land in the
middle of luxury develop-
ments. Within walking dis-
tance of Mission Hills Golf
Course. 8 min to airport and
Nai Yang Beach. Buy direct
from owner. Ready to build on.
Last 3 plots available. Only 1.7
mill baht/rai. Tel: 01-3430777.

NAI HARN BEACH

4 rai within walking distance of
Nai Harn Beach, with lake
view and ready to build on.
Ideal for hotel, condominium
or bungalow resort. For urgent
sale. Only 5.2 million baht/rai.
Call 06-0000788.

5.3 RAI FOR B7M

Nice land, 600 meters from
Mission Hills Golf Course. Ideal
for small project, ready to
build. Tel: 01-5371050.

PATONG TOWNHOUSE

2-bedroom townhouse for
sale. European standards,
lovely ocean views. 4.9 mil-
lion baht. Tel: 01-5697616,
076-341871.

IDEAL HOUSE 4 SALE

at 2.5 million baht. European-
style 3 bedrm, 2-bathroom
bungalow located in a small
Kathu development on a pri-
vate cul-de-sac. Close to sea at
Patong and within 2km of 2
major golf courses. The house
covers approx 128sqm on a
63-sq wah plot and has a very
large living room and kitchen.
Ideal retirement/2nd home.
Tel: 076-321954, 09-472-
9841. Fax: 076-323421.
Email: somsri@myway.com

GOLF COURSE

estate. Fully-serviced 1-rai
Chanote lots, with exclusive
ocean view, on estate border-
ing new golf course. Only 5 lots
remain. Tel: 09-9725226.
Email: bgbphuket@yahoo.
com

½ RAI FOR SALE

in Cherng Talay (800sqm).
Quiet area with mountain
view, read to build on,
Chanote title, 5 minutes to
Laguna, 10 minutes to Surin
Beach, 20 minutes to air-
port. 1 million baht. Tel:01-
8911826. Fax: 076-238-
940. Email: orchidhh@
loxinfo.co.th

LOVELY HOUSE

near Wat Chalong. Lovely 3-
bedroom house near Wat
Chalong for sale. Nice garden.
Secure property. Full Chanote
title. 3 million baht ono. Tel:
06-6870379. Email: web-
direct@email.com

NEW EXCL VILLAS

360sqm living space, pool,
double car park, 4 bedrms
plus maid’s room. Absolute
privacy and security. 11.5
million baht. Call 01-891-
6143.

FANTASTIC HOMES

for sale by owner. Ocean
view luxury, south of Pa-
tong, affordable in Kathu,
mansion in Laguna, Thai-
style in Patong, Visit
www.tomkatconsulting.
com or call 01-7974413.

RARE FIND

Yamu Rd. 2.24 rai, Cha-
note title. 50 meters to
ocean. Paved road, elec-
tricity, large trees. 2.25
million baht per rai, or will
subdivide into 1.12 rai par-
cels at 2.5 mill baht. Full
commission to realtors.
Call Chris at 06-2786574.

POINTE EAST

ESTATES

1 to 2 rai parcels, east
side. Concrete road,
underground utili-
ties including high-

speed Internet access.
Great location 4.5 km

from Heroines’
Monument, 10 mins to
Dulwich, 15 mins to

Lotus, 20 mins to
airport. Solar options,
financing available.

Price: 0.9 to 2 million
baht per rai. Spec-

tacular ocean views.
Full commission paid

to realtors.
Tel: 06-2786574.

KATA SEA VIEW LAND

Almost 13 rai of ready-to-
build land with retaining walls,
private road and infrastructure
in place, 3 x100-sqm houses
and one 450sqm. Now for sale
from owner at below market
value at 64 million baht. Tel:
076-292874, 06-9520772.
Email: kamala@phuket.ksc.
co.th

LAND ON LANTA

Nice land on Koh Lanta Yai,5
rai 65 sq wah, with NorSor 3
Gor, 200m from beach, luxury
resorts, and spas are build up
beside. Tel: 09-7291011.
Email: nampol@phuket.ksc.
co.th

GUESTHOUSE LEASE

for sale. 7 years still on lease.
Registered Thai company. 10
rooms en suite, all rooms
ground level. Kitchen, bar/
lounge, UBC TV, pool table,
office. Quietest part of town,
with gardens. No rent until
May 2004. 8,000 baht per
month. Asking price around 3
million baht. Contact for pics
and info. Tel: 076-342280,
01-9781956. Fax: 076-
290383. Email: palm@
phuket.ksc.co.th

PHANG NGA LAND

Land for sale near Tai Muang
Golf Course, Phang Nga. Con-
tact us for more information
or see our website at: www.
emedicalbooksonline.com/
land.htm. Tel: 076-282470,
09-7288311. Fax: 076-282-
470.

KATHU GOLF VIEW

2 rai in great location, with
views and access, within 6km
of Dulwich College, overlook-
ing Loch Palm Golf Course.
Tel: 01-6493557. Email: ken
@phuketlifestyle.com

2 NEW LUXURY

CONDOS IN

PATONG

85 and 106sqm. Fully fur-
nished and high-class
decoration,one and two
bedrooms, large living/dining
room with pantry kitchen.
Super bath with Jacuzzi,
balcony. Long-term lease
30-90 years. Security, ga-
rage, swimming pool. Con-
tact Peter. Tel: 01-892-
8526. Email: peterwesche
@hotmail.com

BOAT LAGOON

New canal-side apart-
ments for sale. 3 bed-
rooms, 4 bathrooms. Fin-
ishing in marble, teak. Roof
terrace and Jacuzzi. Tel:
01-9794193. Email: info
@andamanproperty.com

NAI HARN BEACH

condos. Safe, secure, high
quality, up-market condomini-
ums for sale. Completely fur-
nished. 2 large bedrooms.
Great location. A must to see.
Prices start from 5.5 million
baht. Tel: 01-6493557. Email:
ken@phuketlifestyle.com

LAND FOR SALE

directly on Banyan Tree golf
course (Laguna property).
1,050 sqm/262.4 sq wah.
7.872 million baht. Tel: 076-
239864; Fax: 076-239865;
Email: hkmkt@ksc.th.com

LAND IN PATONG

Excellent sea views. From 5.5
million baht/rai (3,450 baht/
sqm). Tel: 01-8957159. 09-
2911112, 076-349050.
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Classified ads are charged per line. Each line is 60 baht,

with a minimum of 4 lines (heading included) per ad.

All advertising must be paid for in advance.

Deadline for Property Mart page: Friday 3 pm.

Deadline for all other pages: Saturday 12 noon.

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_| (heading)

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

Classified Advertisements

Please use this form to write your classified advertisement.

Then hand it to any of our agents.

Properties
For Rent

Find more Classifieds

Property ads at

www.phuketgazette.net!

LOCH PALM GOLF
properties. Safe, secure, quiet
golf community living directly
on Loch Palm Golf Course.
Excellent location, close to
international college, marina,
shopping centers. Full range of
units with prices from 5.5 mil-
lion baht to 23 million baht.
Contact for more details. Tel:
01-6493557. Email: ken@
phuketlifestyle.com

CHANOTE LAND
56 rai (89,600sqm) in Layan,
Phuket. 2km from golf
course, 500m to the beach.
Land with road, elec and wa-
ter. Price: 107.5 million baht
(2.24 million euros). Please
contact for more information.
Tel: 01-7884488, 06-271-
3407.

Agents for Classified Advertising

PHUKET

Kata Pharmacy & Mini Mart
Taina Rd, Kata Tel: 076-330898

K.L. Mart
Patak Rd, Chalong Tel: 076-280400/3

NAVA Language School
Phang Nga Rd, Phuket Town Tel: 076-232398/9

Sin & Lee
Thalang Rd, Phuket Town Tel: 076-211230

Taurus Travel
Aroonsom Plaza Rat-U-Thit 200 Pi Rd, Patong Tel: 076 344521-2

A la Carte
Kamala main road, Cherng Talay                                                                Tel: 076-278019

PHANG NGA

Maew Internet Shop, Khao Lak Tel: 076-420627

AIRCON ROOM
with TV, fridge, bahtroom for
rent until Mar 15. 800 baht per
day. Tel: 01-2719663. Email:
johnsjo1949@yahoo.com

HOUSES IN RAWAI

2 bedrooms, pool. Long term
only. Tel: 01-9792901, 076-
388073. Website: www.
siam-business.com

FOR RENT AT LANTA
3-story townhouse located in
business center, and 3 rai of land
for rent on Koh Lanta. Tel: 09-
9718172. Email: gena_max@
hotmail.com

PATONG TOWNHOUSE
Fully-furnished 2-bedroom
townhouse in central Patong.
25,000 baht a month (min 6
months). Tel: 076-341871,
01-5697616.

PATONG CONDOS
1 or 2 bedrms, fully furnished,
kitchen, pool. 9,000 baht/
month. 400 baht/day. 300m
from beach. Tel: 01-3645419.
Email: thesonbusiness@
hotmail.com

BEACH RESIDENCE
Patong. 1 or 2 bedrms, fully
furnished, kitchen, swimming
pool, 350 meters from beach.
12,000 baht/month. 500
baht/day. Tel: 09-4740227.
Email: chotip_5@hotmail.com

NEW HOUSE 4 RENT
Brand new and luxurious, near
Nai Harn Beach. 3 beds, 3
bath. Large pool and garden.
Long-term rental. 40,000 baht/
month. Email: drosamond@
lg.com

SHOWROOM AND
OFFICE SPACE

Showroom and office space
available for lease at The
Courtyard, located immedi-
ately adjacent to Island Fur-
niture on Chao Fa West Rd.
Tel: 076-263992. Fax:
076-263993. Email: info
@thecourtyard-phuket.
com. For more information
visit our website at: www.
thecourtyard-phuket.com

NEW APARTMENT
with seaview at Karon for
long-term rent. Aircon, cable
TV, swimming pool, restau-
rant. 15,000 baht/month. Tel:
01-8105559.

LAND IN PATONG
with excellent sea views.
From 5.5 million baht per rai
(3,450 baht/sqm). Tel: 01-
8957159, 09-2911112,
076-349050.

LUXURY
BUNGALOWS

in Patong. New 2-story bun-
galows with carport, large
living-dining room, kitchen,
3 bedrooms, 3 baths, 150
sqm. Freehold land. 4 million
baht. Contact Peter for
more details. Tel: 01-892-
8526. Email: peterwesche
@hotmail.com

NEW HOUSE 4 RENT
Fully furnished and recently
decorated 3-bed, 2 bathroom,
76-sq wah home with garden.
800 m from Heroines’ Monu-
ment. 30,000 baht/month
plus 4 months’ security de-
posit. Tel: 01-8935503.
Email: chantakij@hotmail.
com

PHUKET VILLA 5
3 bedrooms. Nice house in
small, beautiful garden. Suit-
able for expat or Thai profes-
sionals. 2 bathrooms, 2 air-
cons, fridge, gas cooking, hot
water. Avail February. Mini-
mum one-year lease. Email:
roymc9@optusnet.com.au

ROADSIDE LAND
for rent. 1km from Chalong
circle (to Rawai) 1.25 rai. Call
076-391267, 09-8736280.

ROOM FOR RENT
in large house between
Chalong circle and Phuket
Town. Includes private bath-
room with hot/cold water.
4,500 baht, incl water and
elec. Must like dogs. Tel: 09-
8683801. Email: kingrw80@
hotmail.com

PATONG – LUXURY
house. Quiet location but close
enough to Patong. 2 bedrooms,
3 bathrooms, 4 aircons, 4 balco-
nies with sea views. Tel: 07-
2681170.

SINGLE HOUSE
in Rawai. 2 bedrooms,1 bath-
room. Please call or email for
details. Tel: 06-6831131, 01-
6769336. Email: pongsak
2495@yahoo.com
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Properties
Wanted

Accommodation
Available

Accommodation
Wanted

HOUSE FOR RENT
House for rent. For further
details, please see our website
at www.emedicalbooksonline.
com/house.htm

PHUKET BEVERLY HILL
We offer Exclusive

Residences at Beverly
Hills in Patong. Beautiful
Town House with Superb

Ocean Views.
For more details call

076-341871,
01-9241447, 01-5697616,

09-7762591
E-mail: sales@

phuketislandrealestate.com
Website: www.

phuketislandrealestate.com

2-BEDROOM HOUSE
wanted. Would like a 2-bed-
room house in Land &
Houses Park for 15,000
baht/month. Tel: 07-889-
3675. Email: jefftd77@
hotmail.com

APARTMENT/ROOM
Looking for long-term rental
apartment or room. Should be
in Patong, Kamala, Kathu or
Karon. Fully furnished and
with fan ok. Max price 5,000
baht/mth. Tel: 05-1601670.
Email: paulivarlarsson@
hotmail.com

HOUSE FOR RENT
Looking for accommodation
from March 29, 2004. Email:
polymath2002@hotmail.com

Property
Services

HARDWOOD
FLOORS

Change your old floor to
new-look hardwood floor
in 1 day. It’s pre-varnished,
real hardwood, no dust,
easy to install. Teak,
maple, maka, etc. Prices
from 900 baht/sqm. Tel:
01-4241354. Email: vira
@tropical-decor.com

RENOVATE

plus repairs. For home, of-
fice, garden. Call 06-276-
1504. Website: www.sea-
business.com/renokit

Property
Services
Wanted

FOREMAN
WANTED

We are in need of a good
home construction fore-
man. We have contracts
for four houses and want
to proceed immediately.
Must be able to communi-
cate in English, build in
concrete, and building
blocks and be willing to
learn. Tel: 076-254752.

Household
Services

INSURANCE
SERVICE

For travel, accident, car,
home, business, health & life.
Tel: 076-344521. Email:
agentsmithr@hotmail.com

Building
Services

THAI KITCHEN

Original build plus equip-
ment. Call 06-2761504.
www.sea-business.com/
renokit

EQUIPMENT HIRE

Generators, jack hammers,
concrete cutting saws,
welders, pressure cleaners,
scaffolding, containers, etc.
Tel: 01-1251873, 01-892-
4804.

APARTMENT IN BKK
needed. Need long-term con-
tract for rental of 2-3 bedroom
apartment in Bangkok. Bangna
Trad area, Thana City pre-
ferred,  or any apartment that
has easy access to express-
way. Please email, preferably
with photo. Email: chatchada
@phuketinternet.com. Tel:
01-8946403.

QUIET HOUSE
or apartment wanted in
Phuket Town or very near,
for 6 months from April.
Email: eunson101@yahoo.
com

KATA CENTER
Single male requires bunga-
low accommodation in Kata/
Karon area from last week of
January for about 6 weeks.
Location important as I have
no wish to hire a car or motor-
bike. Must be about 20 min-
utes’ walk from Peach Hill in
Kata. Email: pmarkcrotty@
btinternet.com

HOUSE IN KATHU
wanted. Looking for 1- or 2-
bedroom house for long-term
stay (minimum 1-yr contract)
in Kathu. Should have basic fur-
niture, garden, telephone line
and cable TV or UBC satellite.
Tel: 01-7378523. Fax: 076-
385956. Email: roithmayr@
loxinfo.co.th

YOGA INSTR SEEKS
housing. Reasonably priced
live/work space for 6-month
term preferred. Nothing
fancy, but clean and quiet are
priorities – otherwise I’m flex-
ible. Unfurnished ok, need only
cooking facilities. Tel: 09-552-
2641. Email: rajayoga411@
yahoo.com

APARTMENT
wanted from first week of
March for 3-6 months. Must
be in good condition with the
usual facilities. Prefer Patong
but will consider anything
that’s close to Patong. Please
send an email with details of
price and pictures. Email:
james@bentleycc.fslife.
co.uk

NEED ROOM, HOUSE
Expat seeking room or house.
Furnished, phone line, fan/
aircon, 7,000 baht or less. Let
me know what you have.
Email: rogerthai@hotmail.
com

WANTED IN FEB ’04
A 3-person family is looking
for a quiet, 2-bed house with
pool from February 10-21,
2004. Budget around 50,000
baht. Not Patong area.  Email:
rolfkranepuhl@aol.com

NAI HARN
Expat is seeking a to rent a
bungalow in the Nai Harn area
for an initial period of two
months.  Please email details
to: beachcomberwa@yahoo.
com.au

VILLA/APARTMENT
wanted. 2 bedrooms, with
view, and located close to
Patong. Tel: +479 0012055.
Fax: +479 4091217. Email:
reidar@sundoya.no

WANT TO RENT
a room with aircon for 500
baht per night. Email with full
details as soon as possible.
Email: r_solli@yahoo.no

AIRCON ROOM
25% discount on room with
air conditioning: 580 baht/
night. Room with American
breakfast: 640 baht. Email:
paradizo@paradizo.com.
Please visit our website at:
www.paradizo247.com

CLICK AND FIND
your apartment. Fully fur-
nished apts, from 1-bedroom
studio to 75 sqm. Seaview
penthouse, quiet and cool
Patong hillside location, for
long- or short-term rent. Swim-
ming pool and pool-side bar.
Tel: 076-296621, 01-978-
5501. Fax: 076-344689. E-
mail: baansuanvilla@hotmail.
com. Please visit our website
at: www.baansuanvilla.com

PATONG LUXURY APT
Central Patong 1- and 2-bed-
room apts. Please email for
more information and photos.
Email: suites247@yahoo.
com

PENTHOUSE+CAR
rental offer. Penthouse to let
on Patong Beach. Minimum 2
weeks’ let. Deal includes Kia
4WD car. Please contact me
for more details. Tel: 09-972-
3861. Fax: 076-342713.
Email: ba@kiwibrian.com.
Please visit my website at
www.kiwibrian.com

NANAI RD
2-bedroom townhouse on
Nanai hillside. Fully furnished,
phone, cable TV. Min 1 year
rental. 22,000 baht/month.
Tel: 076-294363, 01-270-
5374. Fax: 076-294363.
Email: orcella@phuket.ksc.
co.th

ON THE BEACH
Kim’s Club in Patong offers
luxury rooms, motorbikes,
tours and a bar open till late be-
side Baan Boa Resort. See you
there! Tel: 01-0881456.
Fax: 076-292241. Email:
office@knyss.com

HOUSE/APT WANTED
Feb 13-May, or longer. Fur-
nished, pool/garden. Best pos-
sible for 30,000 baht. Call
Larry (Canada) 07-8915719.

RENTAL SOUGHT
for late January. I am looking
to move to Phuket at the end
of January. I am initially look-
ing for clean, inexpensive liv-
ing in the Patong area, pref-
erably with swimming pool
(or access to one) and
aircon. Will start with a
rental of 1-3 months, and
thereafter a yearly contract.
Email: yakuza@gol.com

LAND NEEDED
in Phuket. We need land in
Rawai, Nai Harn, Chalong and
Cape Panwa. Also any beach-
front land or seaview land 15
minutes from Dulwich or Phu-
ket Town. Please email photos,
description and price. Agents
also welcome. Tel: 09-871-
5192. Fax: 076-244 561.
Email: info@phukethomes.
com

BEACHFRONT HOUSE
Seeking a house on the beach
in Phuket for long-term rental
of 6-36 months. Will consider
a house with breathtaking
mountain views and/or pri-
vate swimming pool. The
property must be in quiet
surroundings with neighbors
at least 30m away. Will pay
up to 50,000 baht/month.
Please email pics and details.
Tel: 09-4700319. Email:
peter.persson@prefimek.se

GARDEN & POOL
Dutch/Thai couple with plans
to build own house are looking
for a nice, luxury house with
pool and private garden to
rent for 12-15 months. Nice
views and good neighborhood
a must. Email: buurmanb@
hotmail.com

LOOKING TO LEASE
Looking to lease ½ rai of land
on the bypass road for com-
mercial shop. Owners kindly
contact me – no agents. Tel:
01-5353120. Fax: 076-
344847. Email: kamontip@
hotmail.com



C L A S S I F I E D S32 P H U K E T  G A Z E T T E January 31 - February 6, 2004

Island Job Mart

MOLLY MALONE’S

Irish pub in Phuket. Two posi-
tions available: Restaurant/
pub manager with minimum 5
years experiences in F&B;
Assistant Manager with mini-
mum 3 years’ experience in
F&B. Both positions require
good verbal communication,
Word and Excel skills. Please
email your resumé and a re-
cent photo to apply. Email:
mollymalones@loxinfo.co.th

OFFICE ASSISTANT

wanted. Must be female and
aged between 24 and 30;
have good written and spoken
English skills; be able to use
Word, Excel, Internet Explorer,
Outlook Express and stock
control programs. Please call,
email or fax to apply. Tel: 076-
273379, 09-4741246. Fax:
076-273379. Email: nid@
octopusasia.com

STAFF NEEDED

The Hotel Travel Network, a
world leader in discount hotel
reservations, is expanding its
business and offering an excit-
ing work environment with op-
portunities for career growth.
Applications from candidates
with the following qualifications
are now being taken for our
Phuket office: French, German
and Japanese speaking cus-
tomer service agents. Our cus-
tomer service agents are re-
sponsible for communicating
with our customers using dif-
ferent media. You should be
enthusiastic and service-
minded, and able to work calmly
in a highly active environment.
Applicants should be fluent in
French, German or Japanese,
both written and spoken; have
a good command of English and
translation skills; have basic
computer skills and experience
with MS Office software
(Word, Excel, Outlook); have
experience in the tourism indus-
try, Internet and/or e-commerce
businesses. Thai nationality
would be an advantage. Inter-
ested applicants should submit
their application with CV or em-
ployment certificates to:
employment@hoteltravel.com
or call Khun Wiparat at Tel: 076-
282808.

SALES EXECUTIVE

Leading property development
company requires a female
for a sales position. Minimum
2 years’ experience, good
command of English essential.
Tel: 01-6949850. Email: info
@tropical-life.com

SALES STAFF

wanted. Sales Manager, 1
position, minimum 2 years’
experience, good English re-
quired. Sales Executive, 1 po-
sition, 1 year’s experience,
some English an advantage.
Great package for the right
people. Send application by
email to Khun Siriporn.
Email: info@asianwind.biz

SALESPERSON

International real estate fran-
chise seeks a young, ambi-
tious salesperson. Excellent
English is essential; sales expe-
rience and computer skills are
advantages. Excellent remu-
neration package for the right
candidate. Please contact to
apply. Tel: 076-270376, 09-
8733564. Fax: 076-271193.
Email: lagunaphuket@
exotiqrealestate.com

ROTARY CLUBS, PHUKET TOWN

The Rotary Club of Phuket holds meetings in
Thai on Wednesday at 7 pm at the Pearl Hotel.
Tel: 076-211044. The Rotary Club of Tungka
has meetings in Thai on Thursday at 7 pm at the
Phuket Merlin Hotel. Tel: 076-210444.

THE ROTARY CLUB OF PATONG BEACH

holds meetings in English every  Tuesday  at 7 pm  at
the Aloha Villa Hotel in Patong. Call Sam on 076-
222191 or visit www.rotarypatong.org.

LIONS CLUBS OF PHUKET

The Patong-based Lions Club Andaman Sea meets
in English every Tuesday at 7:30 pm at the Tropicana
Restaurant. The Phuket Town-based Lions Club
Pearl meets in English on the 2nd Thursday of the
month at 7 pm at the Phuket Merlin. Call Lion
Adrienne on 01-4770342.

THE AO CHALONG YACHT CLUB

holds monthly races for members. Other local resi-
dents and visitors welcome. Ring Commodore Al
Boone on 076-381488.

DIVE OPERATORS CLUB OF THAILAND

deals with current issues concerning the dive
industry. Anyone welcome to join. For more
details call Alistair on 076-280319 or email:
info@doct-phuket.org.

THE PHUKET INT’L WOMEN’S CLUB

meets on the 3rd Thursday of the month for lunch and
has coffee mornings on the 2nd Thursday in the Royal
Phuket City Hotel. Call Linda (01-8937749) or Joan
(01-0814611).

INT’L BUSINESS ASSN OF PHUKET

For details, call O. B. Wetzell on 076-325402 or visit
www.ibap-phuket.org.

SOI DOG FOUNDATION

Assist volunteer vets in the capture, neuter and after-
care of Phuket’s stray dogs and cats. Contact Margot
on 09-8959965 or John on 01-9704772 or visit
www.soidogfoundation.org.

THE SKÅL CLUB

holds regular monthly meetings. Contact Rene
Hardmeier on  076-294300 or email: hardmeir
@phuket.ksc.co.th.

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS

meets Sundays and Wednesdays at 7 pm at the Mis-
sion Hospital, Fridays at 7 pm at Phuket International
Hospital, and Fridays at 8 pm at Patong Hospital. Call
076-324258 , 01-8954763 or 01-8944370 for details.

PHUKET ANIMAL WELFARE SOCIETY

Animal welfare volunteers always needed. For details,
call 076-263737.

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL

Phuket Group holds regular meetings to discuss human
rights issues worldwide. Contact Donna Stephens or
Andrew de Bruin. Phone 01-8941530 or email awatea@
loxinfo.co.th.

THE MULLIGAN GOLF SOCIETY

meets Tuesdays at 12:30 pm at the Blue Canyon
Country Club. For membership and playing details
please email: toto@phuket.ksc.co.th or telephone  01-
8930692.

THE HASH HOUSE HARRIERS

meet Saturdays at 2:30 pm  at the Expat Hotel, Patong.
Transport to the run departs at 3 pm.

NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS

meets every Thursday at 7 pm  in the conference room
at Patong Hospital. Tel: 01-7372246. Email:
phuketna@hotmail.com.

THE VAGABONDS RUGBY CLUB

trains regularly at Dulwich College. Call Patrick Cotter
(076-341927), Ben Hennessy (01-8919307) or Mike
Spackman (01-4774792) .

ASS’N OF FILIPINOS IN THAILAND

Southern Chapter. For more details on meetings and
events, call President Bernadette Sanchez on 01-
9798846.

DIDIT

Dogs in Distress in Thailand. To volunteer, call Eric
or Linda Wells at 076-321789 or email: diditstrays
@hotmail.com.

THE BRITISH BUSINESS ASSOCIATION

meets on the second Thursday of every month. De-
tails may be found at www.bbap.org.

THE SWISS SOCIETY

Meets every last Friday of the month. For further
details or program email to ssp@loxinfo.co.th or
write to Swiss Society Phuket, P.O. Box  405, Phuket
83000.

THE PHUKET EXPAT GOLF SOCIETY

promotes golf in Phuket. For full information visit
www.expatgolf.com.

PHUKET CONTRACT BRIDGE CLUB

Anyone welcome to join us. We play every
weekend. Tuition available. Contact Dr
Kamthorn (076-212274) or Derek Priest (076-
203001 or priest_derek@hotmail.com).

EDITOR’S NOTE:

This notice board is for non-commercial announce-
ments by clubs, chambers, associations and other af-
finity groups.

Clubs & Organizations

Employment
Wanted

MAID WANTED

in Rawai. English speaking, live
out, for full-time cleaning, do-
mestic work, care of 2 dogs,
occasional baby sitting. Please
call 06-6868587.

PRESCHOOL

teacher wanted. Seeking na-
tive English speaker with nurs-
ery or teaching qualifications
and experience with children
under three. Please email or
fax CV and letter of interest.
Tel: 01-8942560. Fax: 076-
238756. Email: pamela@
greenhouse-phuket.com

WHITEBAY

International, the most suc-
cessful vacation ownership
company in Thailand, is cur-
rently recruiting sales reps for
our Phuket venue, The Anda-
man Beach Suites. Quality
leads, up to 15% commission,
relocation benefits. All nation-
alities are welcomed, espe-
cially German speakers.
Please call or email for further
information. Tel: 076-341474,
076-341427. Email: hr@
vipphuket.com

JOB WANTED

Thai man with Swedish, En-
glish, and Thai language skills,
and international experience,
can help your business grow.
Please call or email with de-
tails. Tel:  01-3081026. Email:
jayphuket@hotmail.com

The Phuket Gazette seeks to fill the follow-
ing position:

Reporter. The successful candidate will be a
Thai national with initiative, an outgoing per-
sonality and plenty of curiosity about the world
and how it works. Also essential are the abil-
ity to communicate in English, both spoken
and written, and a car driver’s license.

Applications should be submitted by email to
alasdair@phuketgazette.net

SALES EXECUTIVE

required in Cherng Talay gal-
lery. Female, age not over 30,
bachelor’s degree in any field,
excellent written and spoken
English, knowledge of com-
puters, hard working and ser-
vice-minded. Tel: 076-211-
122, 01-7872155. Fax: 076-
256726. Email: jantira@
soulofasia.com

URGENTLY REQUIRED

secretary. Must be able to use
MS Office and communicate
well in English. Working hours
are Mon-Sat, from 8 am to 5 pm.
For more information and to
apply, please contact Electrical
Marine Co Ltd, 20/9-10 Phuket
Boat Lagoon. Tel: 076-239112.
Email: damian@electrical-
marine.com
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25% Discount on Classifieds for Shopper Card Holders

IF YOU...
Place your ad in these pages;
Present your Shopper Card; and
Pay for the ad at our offices,

you’ll enjoy a 25% discount* AND have your ad appear free of
charge in the Gazette’s Island Trader Online.

With more than 10,000 visitors a day, the Island Trader Online is
Thailand’s most active classified marketplace.

*Ads may be submitted in person or online (phuketgazette.net/classifieds), but
must be paid for at the Gazette offices. The discount is not available when
payment is made at our agents.

The Phuket Gazette Co Ltd
367/2 Yaowarat Road, Phuket Town
Tel: 076-236555 Fax: 076-213971

SUPER DEAL
Live-aboard, can take 16 pas-
sengers, with aircon cabin
and saloon, and just finished
shipyard services.  Length: 22
meters. Beam: 5 meters. En-
gine: Hino 285 EK HP x 2 (die-
sel).  Water supply: 7,000-liter
tank. Special price: 2.65 mil-
lion baht, including generator,
2 compressors, kitchen equip-
ment, TV, etc. Call for more
details. Tel: 01-8948508.
Email: boat_phuket@yahoo.
com

Boats & Marine

GENERATOR

from Germany, secondhand,
125KVA, 225KVA, top condi-
tion (90%). Contact for further
information at Rothermann
1998 (Thailand). Tel: 02-618
5925 or 01-6176313. Email:
roterman@cscoms.com,
wattana@rothermannthai.
com

RATTAN FURNITURE
New sofa, two armchairs and
large coffee table for 20,000
baht. Tel: 05-1630756.

MOVING SALE
Western family in Phang Nga
wants to sell household
items. For new mums: wood
baby crib and cupboard set
15,000 baht; rocking chair
2,000 baht; fold-up stroller
1,500 baht; and many other
items new or as new –
25,000 baht for the lot. Other
household items include:
crockpot 800 baht; suki pan/
fryer 1,000; Sony pre-amp
speakers 2,000 baht; electric
whipper snipper 2,000 baht;
2 surfboards: 9-foot long-
board 5,000 baht; 6½-foot
shortboard 10,000 baht; Alva
skateboard 6,000 baht; Red
Line 21-speed mountain bike
with child seat and child and
adult helmets 15,000 baht for
the set. Please call if inter-
ested. Tel: 01-8955523.

SNOOKER TABLE
Snooker table, 10 x 5 feet with
new cloth, for sale at 25,000
baht. Tel:  06-2774179.

MOVIES IN ENGLISH
for children for sale at very good
prices. Email: micks_2003@
hotmail.com

SECONDHAND PHONE
wanted. Preferably Nokia
3310 or 3315. Price not more
than 1,000 baht. Tel: 01-
8918689. Email: bemarco@
hotmail.com

LOOKING FOR LNB
I need LNB for UBC satellite
dish. It can be used but must
work. For offers, please con-
tact by email. Email: phuket-
thailand@web.de

GPS WANTED
Only to hire/ borrow. Need a
GPS or altimeter for a very
short period that can tell dis-
tance above sea level. Want to
simply check some land plots
to establish 80 meters height.
Tel: 06-2747434. Email: mail
@seftonhanley.com

BABY CAR SEAT
I would like to buy a baby car
seat. Tel 09-7180350, 06-
2723391. Email: watchreec
@yahoo.com

BOAT FOR SALE
29-foot fiberglass motor
yacht with Thai registration. 2
x 280hp Mercruiser engines.
Price: 3.5 million baht ono.
Call or email for more details.
Tel: 076-239864. Email:
hktmkt@ksc.th.com

DIVE BOAT
FOR SALE

15 berth, 24-meter live-
aboard dive cruiser for sale.
6 air-conditioned cabins,
spacious lounge and galley
area, 3 bathrooms, sun
deck and well-appointed kit-
up area. Features full navi-
gational equipment, tender
dinghy, two Bauer air com-
pressors and 20 tanks.
Price: 3.9 million baht. Will
consider sale of boat with-
out tanks and compres-
sors. Tel: 075-637064.
Email: hedley@loxinfo.co.th

SAILING BOAT
for sale. S/Y Tabata steel sail-
ing boat for sale. Thai regis-
tered, length: 10.5 meters,
breadth: 3.2 meters, draft: 1.6
meters, fully sandblasted and
painted, 3-cylinder Yanmar en-
gine, 120L diesel tank, 120L
water tank, depth sounder,
GPS, dinghy with 3hp out-
board. Very strong boat for
journey around the world. No
interior yet. Can be seen at
Yacht Haven (berth 15). Ask-
ing price: US$30,000. Tel:
01-8927847. Email: colonapt
@loxinfo.co.th

7.7M SAILBOAT
7.7m sailboat (Maxi 77) with
8hp Yamaha outboard engine
for sale. New set of sails (in-
cluding spinnaker) many ex-
tras, in excellent condition.
Fully insured, can be used for
charter, Thai registration.
Asking price: US$20,000.
See our website for further de-
tails: www.biga-sailing.com
Tel: 076-383080 or 06-940-
1860. Fax: 076-381934.
Email: bigasail@samart.co.th

GENESIS DIVE BOAT
for sale or lease. Fully
equipped. Price: 7.9 million
baht. Please contact for de-
tails. Tel: 01-8916143. Email:
info@genesis1phuket.com

SPEEDBOAT 4 SALE
Fiberglass speedboat. Length:
5 meters, for 6 people. 70hp
Yamaha. Price: 230,000 baht.
Please call for more details.
Tel: 06-2713407.

COMPANY
near beach for sale. Profitable
company, located ony 150
meters from Phuket’s long-
est beach. Buildings and land
have freehold title (Chanote),
with easy foreign transfer.
Includes a 20-room hotel, 25-
seat restaurant, several
rented offices, 3 work permits
and space to build owner’s
quarters or to expand. Priced
for a quick sale. Please email
for more information. Email:
hotelinparadise@yahoo.com

MASSAGE
BUSINESS

for sale. Nice new shop on
the main road. Complete
with 3 new aircons. All else
needed. Price: US$18,750.
Please call or email for more
details. Tel:  06-6828010.
Email: pritchah@hotmail.
com

FOR SALE OR RENT
Restaurant, fully furnished, in
Patong. Contact Khun Mike at
Tel: 01-8289329.

BUSINESS OFFERS

Karon, Rawai, good profit.
Tel: 01-9792901, 076-
388073. See our website:
www.siam-business.com

BAR, RESTAURANT
and accommodation for sale.
All year trade, accommoda-
tion for live-in or rent, pool
table, aircon, television, 28
covers, 5-6-year lease, no
payment till November 2004.
Asking price: 2 million baht
ono. Tel: 09-9097949.

BUSINESS
FOR SALE

Sunbelt is the world’s big-
gest business broker and has
an office in Patong. More
than 100 businesses for sale
in Phuket. Why look further?
You can find everything at
our office at 239/10 Rat-U-
Thit 200 Pi Rd, Patong. If
you want to buy or sell, visit
us or give us a call. Tel: 076-
294291 or 05-1456238.
Fax: 076-294292. Email:
johan@sunbeltnetwork.
com

BANGLA
GUESTHOUSE

for sale. Guesthouse lo-
cated next to Ocean Plaza
on Soi Bangla, in Patong. A
4-story building with a fully
equipped restaurant and
bar. 3-year lease. Please
contact us for more informa-
tion. Tel: 076-292523 or
09-5932928. Email:
webmaster@patong.biz.
Website: www.patong.biz

BAR/RESTAURANT

with 6-room guesthouse for
sale. Rent: 25,000 baht/
month, 5-year lease. No
Key Money! Located in the
center of Karon Beach with
7-Eleven and ATM next
door. Only 2 minutes’ walk
to the beach. The business
has been running since
2000. It has a fully estab-
lished website with on-line
booking facilities. The bar
has a pool table with a
lounge area and all music is
computerized via MP3,
which is interactive for cus-
tomers. Asking price is 2.8
million baht. Contact Marc.
Tel: 09-9085343. Email:
karonbeach@hotmail .com.
See our website: www.
baanmaipai.com

NICE RESTAURANT
for sale. Fully equipped and
furnished European-style busi-
ness. Call between 8 am and
midday for details. Tel: 076-
386046.

PATONG PUB
amd restaurant for sale. Big
kitchen, party service accesso-
ries, 3 nice apartments in-
cluded. 780,000 baht. Email:
thomaspatong@gmx.de

THAISTOCKS.COM
Unbiased and objective in-
vestment research. Email:
contact@thaistocks.com

CAFÉ FOR RENT
Nice cafe in good location with
counter bar and chairs, bed-
room upstairs and equipped
kitchen. Ready to open. Tel:
07-0198019.

PRIME LOCATION

Bar in the middle of Soi
Bangla in Patong for sale.
Immediate takeover pos-
sible and seller can accept
downpayment. Call or email
for info. For further details,
please see our webpage at
http://phket.loxinfo.co.th/
~bajen Tel: 076-292523.
Email: cal@algonet.se

GUESTHOUSE AND
GAY SAUNA

Profitable business for sale in
Paradise Complex, Patong.
Building for 8-year lease. For
more details, see our website
at: www.aqurius-sauna.com
Tel: 01-7881466. Email:
richard_melen@hotmail.com

BOOMING AREA
Very nice bar and restaurant
for sale. Located in Nai Harn,
must see it. Tel: 07-8860295.

FOR SALE
Restaurant located in a nice
part of Kata, opposite Club
Med, fully-equipped European
kitchen. Tel: 09-5426218.

36-FOOT SPEEDBOAT
36-foot speedboat for sale.
2x200hp Yamaha boat with
cabin, kitchen, WC. Price:
650,000 baht. Please contact
for details. Tel: 06-2713407.

SAILBOAT STUFF
Sailomat self-steering wind
vane for boats up to 60ft. Lots
of used sails for bigger boats
(can be cut down). Isuzu diesel
(115hp) with Volvo gearbox
and all the extras, ready to put
back in a boat (mechanic in-
cluded). Used water pumps,
and so on. Contact us with
offers. Tel: 076-383080, 06-
9401860. Fax: 076-381934.
Email: bigasail@samart.co.th
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Business
Services

HEALTH INSURANCE
International coverage, no
age limit. Special discount for
families or groups. Tel/fax:
076-296594. Email: euthai@
web.de

VISA RUN TO
RANONG

1,299 baht, including visa
stamp fee, insurance, good-
condition boat and minibus,
lunch with soft drinks. Daily
trip starts at 7 am at KFC at
Tesco-Lotus. Tel: 076-
289201 or 01-5352637.
Website: phuketdir.com/
expressvisaextension

CARIBBEAN BANK
account. Can be opened using
your real name or stay anony-
mous. Operative within 2
working days and major credit
cards, business or private, are
available. Please contact for
further information. Fax USA:
001-1-4354174354. Email:
caribbean@financier.com

Business
Services

Personal
Services
Wanted

Pets

Personals

Business
Services

Personal
Services

NIA YOGA PILATES
Nia Yoga Pilates at the Move-
ment Center. See our website
at www.phuketmoves.com.
Please call or email for further
details. Tel: 076-282408, 01-
7975065.

BAGELS IN PHUKET
Fresh bagels, baked at the new
Bagels & Beyond Café, located
on Ao Chalong road. Retail and
wholesale. Tel: 07-2659969.

EQUIPMENT HIRE
Generators, jack hammers,
concrete cutting saws,
welders, pressure cleaners,
scaffolding, containers, etc.
Contact for more info. Tel: 01-
1251873, 01-892 4804.

REPAIR, RENOVATION
and more. Phuket Expat Ser-
vices has extensive local
knowledge and experienced
native English-speaking super-
vision. Tel: 06-2934264. Email:
pktexpat@phuket.ksc.co.th

LEATHER FACTORY
West Coast leather factory.
Made to order in 2-3 days.
Contact us for more details.
Tel: 01-6919346.

PIANO LESSONS
wanted. I am looking for a pro-
fessional piano teacher for
private piano lessons for my
children, who are 11 and 7
years old. Email: jgkg24@
hotmail.com

THAI TEACHER
wanted. Thai female is looking
for private Thai lessons. I just
learned basic reading and writ-
ing and would like to proceed
and go on to the next level. I
might also be interested in
English lessons. I also speak
English and would like to learn
to write and read English. I am
fluent enough in Thai. Con-
tact: 076-270377. Email:
dellapietra@mysunrise.ch

BACKGAMMON
players wanted for some ex-
citing games. Please call or
fax for more details. Tel: 076-
386113 or 01-5778443.
Fax: 076-386114.

BAR IN PATONG
for sale. Bar in busy Patong
soi for sale. Deal includes all
fixtures and fittings, stock,
sound system and UBC for
750,000 baht. Call for details.
Tel:  09-1967345.

BUSINESS IN PATONG
The Son Company, shop and
8 bedrooms, for sale or lease.
80% financing available. No
key money.  Tel: 09-474-
0227. Email: thesonapt_2536
@hotmail.com

FOR RENT
Shop premises in Kathu for
rent. Large area, good location.
Please contact for details. Tel:
07-2758460, 06-9474330.

CANDLE BUSINESS
for sale. Very profitable, high-
quality, hand-carved candles.
Work and retail shop in
Patong, all for only 1.2 million
baht. Please call Mr Ocean for
details. Tel: 01-7475874.

RESORT FOR LEASE
Resort with 8 bungalow
apartments, swimming pool,
bar and restaurant for lease.
No key money, annual lease in
advance. Please contact for
more information. Email:
resortforlease@hotmail.com

BUSINESS
SERVICES

Company, visa, work per-
mit. Tel: 076-388073, 01-
9792901. See our website
at: www.siam-business.
com

DELL 600MHZ
Desktops at 5,000 baht. Of-
fice Xpress has 8 Dell Optiplex
desktops left. These refur-
bished units each have PIII
600MHz CPU, 192 RAM, 4
GB HDD and LAN card. Add a
used 15" monitor for 1,200
baht, a GPRS card for 11,200
baht, or external CD-ROM for
3,000 baht. Call today. Tel:
076-282403. Email: mike@
officexpress.org

Computers

LAPTOP FOR SALE
Toshiba laptop. Intel 1.33
GHz CPU, 256MB RAM,
DVD, HDD 30GB, 14-inch
screen.  Loaded with Office
XP. Paid 90,000 baht, will ac-
cept 45,000 baht. Please call
for more information. Tel:
076-346083.

INTERNET ANYWHERE
Mobile USB modem now
available. Works anywhere
with no telephone line needed.
Also computer repairs and
sales. Call now. Tel: 09-473-
5080.

If an event isn’t listed in the Gazette’s
Events Calendar

it probably isn’t one.
List your event now - It’s free of charge.

phuketgazette.com/calendar

YOGA WORKSHOPS
Yoga workshops with visiting
practitioners at the Move-
ment Center. Breathwork
classes with Italian master, 6
classes until February 26. Join
top Nia trainer from Canada in
her classes from Feb 2-6 at 5
pm followed by “The Energetic
Face of Nia” playshop on Feb
7. Thai Yoga Massage with
Irish teacher from Feb 13-15
and “The Power is Within You”
regression-transformation
seminar with renowned Aus-
tralian healer on Feb 21. Please
contact for more details. Tel:
01-7975065. Website:
www.phuketmoves.com

GERMAN SPEAKER
I am looking for a German-
speaking woman to teach
German to my lovely 3-year-
old daughter. Just a couple of
hours a week each month.
Please call if you are inter-
ested. Tel: 076-292319.
Email: richi.s@bluemail.ch

THAI LADIES
needed. Not over 30 years old,
can speak English and can use
the Internet. Tel: 09-474-
0227. Email: su_kingsuwan@
hotmail.com

PUPPIES
2-month-old Yorkshire terrier
puppies for sale. Please con-
tact for more information. Tel:
09-8749147.

BANKEAW PUPPIES
for sale. Our dear Cindy,
sweet as she is, gave birth to
8 adorable puppies, which are
different colors. Cindy is an
original Bankeaw, a purebred
Thai dog famous for alertness,
and thus very suitable as a
security dog. If you are inter-
ested, please come and take a
look and book your puppy.
Note: the puppies must stay
with their mother for approxi-
mately 6 weeks. Prices:
4,000 baht up. Males and fe-
males available. Tel: 076-
283120. Email: dchelladurai@
hotmail.com

NEED COMPANY
for life. I am an employee who
works hard at one of the
beach resort hotels on Koh Phi
Phi Don. I need a companion
who would encourage me
while I am feeling tired, upset
and lonely. I am 32 years old,
single, have reasonable in-
come, and am of average
looks. I speak Thai and fluent
English. Any interested ladies
should contact me by phone or
email. Tel: 09-1959317.
Email: sincerepp@yahoo.com

ENGLISH GUY
seeks Thai lady. Single English
guy, mid-forties, is seeking
Thai lady to take to dinner. I will
arrive Phuket (Karon) on 18
February. Email: planf888@
aol.com

ADVENTURE LADY
wanted. Coming to Thailand
for two weeks and will be
jungle trekking and kayaking
around south Thailand. Look-
ing for a lady to join me. I am
39 years old, fairly fit, fun and
keen on nature. Looking for
anyone with a spirit of adven-
ture, any age, any nationality.
Please send details and
photo. Email: davidtheteach
@yahoo.com.au

WEEKENDS IN BKK
I am a pretty woman, 35
years old, with an MBA, and I
would like a friend to join me for
weekends in Bangkok. If we
get along, I am ready to con-
sider marriage. You should be
around 34-40 years old.
Please send picture and brief
details about yourself. Email:
wimon_discovery@yahoo.
com

EUROPEAN LADY
I am an open-minded, discreet
lady, 46, who visits Thailand
for six months every year. I
am looking for a genuine male
friend to meet occasionally,
and who appreciates the
fuller-bodied woman. Pre-
ferred age: up to 65. I am
good company to be with.
Please email if interested. Tel:
07-1417590. Email: zola8@
aol.com

VISITING PATONG
Generous gentleman, age 50
and young at heart, visiting
Patong in late April. Wishes to
meet attractive, friendly Thai
girl to make the occasion very
special. All replies treated in
strict confidence, so please
contact me now. Email:
dandelion@iol.ie

ESTABLISH MY LIFE
with you. Senior scientist, 39,
is seeking an attractive Asian
woman, 25-36, for serious re-
lationship and marriage. Email:
behaviourist@hotmail.com

IBM THINKPAD 600
notebook. 266MHz Pentium
II, upgraded 128MB RAM,
13.3" TFT-Display, internal
112k-modem, new battery
(operating 2½ hours), XP Pro-
fessional. Very reliable device
going for only 17,800 baht.
Price also includes Canon BJC
70 printer and travel hard
case. Tel: 01-0861929. Fax:
076-393269. Email: m_t_c@
ksc.th.com

SEEKING CPU
Looking for Socket 370 CPU
with 66/100MHz FSB to re-
animate old friend. Please email
realistic offers only. Email:
chrishusted@hotmail.com

NOTEBOOK
Toshiba 4010 Notebook for
sale. Condition: Excellent.
Screen size: 12.5”. Processor:
Intel Pentium III 933GHz,
RAM: 512, Hard Drive: 30 GB.
Internal: DVD Player 10x.
Connection: Internal LAN and
modem; 2 USB ports; external
monitor port; Infrared port. PC
slot cards: 2. Printer connec-
tion: USB. Weight: 2.25kg.
Purchased: October 2002.
Warranty: International,
through to October 2005.
Case: Yes. Programs: Win-
dows XP Pro and Windows
Office Pro. Email: keator@
inet.co.th

FUJITSU LIFEBOOK
Fujitsu Lifebook P-2040 Se-
ries. Transmeta Crusoe 800
Mhz, 256MB SDRAM, 4MB
VRAM, 1.55kg. 30GB Hard
Drive, 10” TFT Screen, built-
in V90 56K modem and 10/
100 Mbps LAN. 2 USB ports,
1xVGA, 1xPCMCIA slots, au-
dio (headphone out, micro-
phone in), 1xIEEE 139,
DVD+CDRW, 1xS-Video.
Microsoft Windows XP Home
Edition (original). 38,000 baht.
Tel: 01-8933077. Email:
jewelryonline80@hotmail.
com

INSURANCE AGENCY
offering health, accident and
travel insurance with no age
limit, and property insurance.
Please call or email for details
and quotation. Tel: 076-296-
594. Email: euthai@web.de

BUYING OR SELLING
A BUSINESS?

Are you looking to buy or sell
a business in Patong? We
can help free of charge. We
also offer website design and
web space so your company
can be seen on the Internet.
To place or view ads, con-
tact us at Tel: 076-292523
or by email at: webmaster
@patong.biz, or visit our
website at: www.patong.biz
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Don’t miss Phuket’s largest motor show!

Check the Wheels & Motors section at
www.phuketgazette.net/classifieds

for new postings – daily.

Special Offer!

Place your Wheels & Motors ad online
and it will appear in the next available issue

of the Phuket Gazette, free of charge.

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_| (heading)

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

Please use this form to write your classified advertisement.

Then hand it to any of our agents.

Classified ads are charged per line. Each line is 60 baht,
with a minimum of 4 lines (heading included) per ad.

All advertising must be paid for in advance.

Deadline for Wheels & Motors page: Saturday 12 noon.

Wheelsheelsheelsheelsheels & Motorsotorsotorsotorsotors
Advertisements

Phuket’s Most Trusted &

Reputable Supplier of the Finest

Quality Used SALOONS,

SEDANS, JEEPS & PICKUPS

New cars or trade-ins –
we have what you’re

looking for
For more info pls call us at

Tel: 076-224632, 216243

samrarnnit@hotmail.com

www.suremotor.com

Pickups

Motorbikes

Wanted

Rentals

Saloon Cars

4 x 4s

HOTTEST PICKUP

Isuzu pickup 200hp V6, 5-
speed. All legal, it’s a fast
one-of-a-kind. Please call for
more info.Tel: 076-340346.

4X4 SWB
LANDROVER

Short wheelbase Land
Rover, in very good condi-
tion. 2-liter diesel turbo en-
gine, 5-speed gear box.
Convertible. Be quick or be
sick. Tel: 09-5919643.
Email: philiefay@hotmail.
com

MAZDA 323
ASTINA' 97

1,800cc (auto), blue, beau-
tiful. Call 01-8953137.

YAMAHA
Have to find new owner for old
but reliable Yamaha 125cc
XLS. Just had refit. Only
10,000 baht. Selling cheap be-
cause owner bought a car and
no longer uses the bike. Tel: 09-
2913641. Email: sayan40@
hotmail.com

MITSUBISHI
Mitsubishi Evolution for sale.
New motor Evo III, modified
EVO VI body from an original
CK2. 17" steel-lined wheels,
rare Y rims, new dashboard,
motor gauges, blue neon
lights under car. I race cars and
take care of my car like if it was
my baby. Price is 700,000
baht, but negotiable. Email:
frankcyberr @hotmail.com

1993 VIRAGO
250cc Virago, low mileage
(30,000 km), runs great. All re-
pair work done by Big Bike
Patong. Must sell. 45,000
baht or best offer. Tel: 076-
202048. Email: lesmanguiers
@hotmail.com

WANT TO RENT
a pickup. Wanted to rent late
model Toyota, Isuzu or Ford
pickup for medium- to long-
term. Nothing under 3.0-liter
engine. Email: nicmart60@
hotmail.com

HONDA WAVE 100
Electric starter. Perfect con-
dition, not a scratch. Must see.
24,000 baht. Tel: 09-868-
1804. Email: travisns@yahoo.
com

HONDA ACCORD
2.2 EXI. 1995, very low mile-
age, black, new tires and 16"
aluminum wheels. Tel: 06-
6829191. Email: vagabond
802000@yahoo.com

BMW 318i FOR SALE
A classic and always admired
for its enduring style. 1991
model, bought in December
1991 and driven out of the
BMW showroom as my own
Christmas present. The sole
owner, not getting any
younger, now needs an auto-
matic. Check it out at the
“Cars for Sale” tent, opposite
the Herbal Sauna on Chao Fa
West Rd (1km north of Cha-
long Circle). Call Khun Jain on
01-6931609. Email: gse@
loxinfo .co.th

SUSUKI CARIBIAN
for sale. Suzuki Caribian,
1990, red, good condition,
very reliable, new tires (bigger),
new brakes. 90,000 baht.
Tel: 076-288931.

PICKUP WANTED
Looking to rent a 2-door, 2-
whee-drive, large-bed pickup
truck for 1 or 2 days only.
Please contact Khun Oy with
details. Tel: 076-388025, 01-
8926758. Email: rogerw@
phuket.ksc.co.th

SUPER LANDROVER
Long wheelbase, rebuilt origi-
nal engine, Series II. Price:
175,000 baht. Trade possible,
picture available. Tel: 06-948-
8139. Email: phuketmotors1
@ hotmail.com

PICKUP: 75,000 BAHT
Beautiful Toyota pickup. Red,
sports wheels, 20 years old,
completely rebuilt, everything
new, no aircon. Tel: 06-948-
8139. Email: phuketmotors1
@hotmail.com

JEEP CHEROKEE
Jeep Cherokee, 4.0L 1998
model, automatic gearbox,
leather seats, dark blue. For
sale at 399,000 baht. Tel: 01-
5371050.

HARLEY-D WANTED
Harley-Davidson wanted.
Must be in good condition.
Please kindly send specifica-
tions and pictures. Will pay
cash in baht, or even in
Swiss francs, euros or Sing-
apore dollars. Email: pletang
@hotmail.com

NISSAN SUNNY
for rent. 1300cc Nissan,
manual, 4-door, 5-seat family
sedan. Not brand new – nor is
the price. Only 500 baht per
day for a month, less if longer.
With full insurance. Other
makes and models available,
even new Toyota Sports
Cruisers. Credit cards ac-
cepted. Tel: 076-282354, 01-
6072805. Email: mikebike@
phuketinternet.co.th

4X4 KIA SPORTAGE
for sale from first owner.
Very good condition, suitable
for family. 2000cc, power
steering, electric windows.
Tel: 076-341099, 09-196-
8429. Fax: 076-341099.
Email: amorn9999@yahoo.
com

HARLEY DAVIDSON
Harley Davidson Sportster
883cc. 1997 model, black and
chrome. Registered in Phuket
with tax paid and books. Per-
fect condition, new back tire
and fully serviced. 265,000
baht. Tel: 01-2719411, 01-
2719411. Email: crowe@
loxinfo.co.th

HONDA CB1
This beautiful 400cc motor-
bike is well-maintained and in
very good condition. Black
color with chrome. Phuket
plates. 69,000 baht. Tel: 076-
292319. Email: richi.s@
bluemail.ch

TOYOTA COROLLA
for rent. Toyota Corolla,
1999, automatic, 1600cc,
bronze color. Very good con-
dition and special price, in-
cluding insurance, for long
term rental. Tel: 01-8915296.
Email: jakkyapril@yahoo.com

NEW CAR FOR RENT
Toyota Vios, 2004, 1600cc,
auto gear, gold color. Good
condition and special price,
including insurance. Tel: 01-
8915296. Email: jakkyapril@
yahoo.com

SUZUKI RC 100
7,500 baht. Good bike with all
the papers. Tel: 06-948-
8139. Email: phuketmotors1
@hotmail.com

EXCHANGE ISUZU
for Cherokee. I would like to
exchange my Isuzu Rodeo 4-
door pickup for a Jeep Chero-
kee. The pickup is in the best
condition, with a 3-liter turbo
diesel engine. It is a 2001
model and has run about
65,000km. As I do not need a
pickup anymore, I would like
to change to a “closed” family
car with auto gearbox. Tel:
06-2819200. Email johanh@
loxinfo.co.th

JEEP CHEROKEE
for sale. Jeep Cherokee 4.0L
1998. Dark blue, automatic,
4WD, leather seats, great con-
dition and good service history.
Price: 490,000 baht. For more
info please call. Tel: 076-383-
418, 01-5365727.

ARMY JEEP
Genuine US army jeep. 1952
body, raised suspension, big
wheels/tires, roll bar. Looks
very cool. Diesel motor, many
new parts. Very well looked
after. Offers around 90,000
baht. Tel: 075-637603, 06-
5255864.

HONDA STEED 600

Honda Steed, 1993 model, in
top condition with many ex-
tras, new tires and service
history. Not a Phuket rental
bike but moved south from
Bangkok a month ago. Regis-
tration included at 160,000
baht. Tel: 076-296- 621, 01-
9785501. Fax: 076-344689.

KAWASAKI KX125
motocross. Just modified:
New tires, brakes, new
Renthal handlebars, new
clutch, etc. Very good condi-
tion. Will sell cheap. Tel: 076-
344852, 01-0798065. Fax:
076-344852. Email: thaigerd
@ji-net.com

HARLY DAVIDSON
Dyna Superglide Custom
2001. Very nice bike for sale.
A lot of extra parts.Selling for
only 550,000 baht. Tel: 06-
2775298.

HONDA DJ1-R
Small Honda DJ1-R. Clean,
good condition, regularly ser-
viced and running fine. Electric
starter. Colorful paintwork.
Fine for around town. 10,000
baht or nearest offer. Tel: 06-
2747432. Email: mail@
seftonhanley.com

1993 SUZUKI
Perfect condition. New tires,
battery, tune up. Retro-style,
similar to Honda SuperFour.
White/blue, very nice bike.
Tel: 09-4994050.

NEW TOYOTA D4D
Brand new Toyota Sport
Cruiser with zero kilometers
for rent. Full options, including
10-stack hi-end stereo, mirror
tint, and 2.5-liter turbo. Full in-
surance. This is a very nice
piece of kit. 1,200 baht a day
for 1-month contract, much
less for long term. Major
credit cards accepted. Don’t
worry if you're not quick
enough; we’ll get another,
your choice of color. Tel: 076-
28235, 01-6072805. Email:
mikebike@phuketinternet.
co.th

PICKUP FOR RENT
Toyota Sport Cruiser for rent.
4WD, 4 doors, 2500cc,
turbo, good aircon and full
first-class insurance. Good
price: 1,500 baht/day for
rentals of at least one week.
Tel: 01-8927687. Email:
cheetah_th@hotmail.com

WANT 250CC UP
I want a motorbike, 250cc or
up. I have only 15,000 baht
cash, but I can make monthly
payments. If you’re inter-
ested in selling to me, please
call or email me. Tel: 01-895-
3185. Email: phuket@coolza
.com
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