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Patong battles
er closing

Protestors display a sarcastic placard reading (roughly translated):
affect tourism. Thank you Mr Governor Who Knows Everything.’

By Dhirarat Boonkongsaen

PATONG: More than 400
people from Patong'’s entertain-
ment industry gathered at Loma
Park on January 17 to vent their
anger over government propos-
alsto restrict the opening hours
of entertainment venues to the
period from 6 pmto midnight. The
restriction, if approved, islikely
to go into effect March 1.

Patong Entertainment
Business Association (PEBA)
president Somphet Moosopon
urged thegovernment to takeinto
consideration Patong's reliance
on tourist income and called for
the areato be declared a specia
entertainment district, exempting
it from the proposed early clos-
ing.

“Before, when Deputy
Prime Minister Purachai Piem-
somboon was Interior Minister,

FULL CAR RENIIE

we accepted the government’s
“Social Order” policy, which
brought closing times forward
from 4 amto 2 am,” he pointed
out.

Pinning the industry’s
hopes on an unlikely champion,
he added that DPM Purachai’s
approach, which consisted of
enforcing laws to keep minors
out of nightclubs, was“morere-
alistic” than closing them to ev-
eryoneat midnight.

He added that there was
still hope the new restrictions
could be averted because DPM
Purachai has been given thetask
of reviewing the plan before its
implementation.

“Today, we are informing
everyone about the new ruleand
are collecting signatures on a
petition outlining our grievances.
We will send copies to the Gov-
ernor of Phuket, to the Cabinet
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For more details contact the Phuket Office

'Of course midnight closing won’t

committee behind the plan, and
to the Prime Minister himself,”
he said.

“The recent [televised]
meeting of the Cabinet demon-
strated that its members never
even considered theinformation
we sent them previously. They
see us only as a source of social
problems, claiming weintroduce
minors to such vices as drugs,
nudieshowsand progtitution,” he
said.

He stressed that Patong's
nightlifewasdeveloped largely by
foreignersfor foreigners, and had
never targeted underage Thaisas
customers.

“We just want the govern-
ment to know how we feel. It's
not only bars and pubs that will
be affected by this. Related busi-
nesses such as restaurants, mo-
torcycle taxis and tuk-tuks, sou-

Continued on page 2
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New mayora
contender inbid
to have Plan
barred from poll

PHUKET: First-time Patong
mayoral candidate Songserm
Kepsap and three members of
the Patong Progress Party filed
acomplaint on January 19 with
the Phuket Election Committee
(PEC) against former mayor
Pian Keesin, inabid to havehim
disqualified from the February 8
Patong mayoral election.

K. Songserm said, “We've
lodged the complaint in order to
have K. Pian stood down. He
has been found to have been cor-
rupt during his time as Patong
Mayor, in connection with the
purchase of garbage trucks at
higher-than-market prices.”

In his complaint, K. Song-
serm claimed to have a copy of
aconfidential letter from the In-
terior Ministry’s Local Admin-
istration Department ordering K.
Pian to pay the government
51,869 baht.

Theamount, the complaint
alleged, was part of K. Pian's
penalty for hisinvolvement inthe
municipality paying 207,476 baht
morefor the garbagetrucksthan
themarket price at thetime. Two
officials then working for the
municipality wereaso allegedly
involvedinthedeal.

Kittipong Thiengkunagrit,
the Director of the PEC, said,
“Our officers need to gather all
related documents and evidence.
We will announce our decision
within three days.”

K. Pian, leader of the re-
cently-formed Rak Patong Party,
dismissed K. Songserm’s com-
plaint as “apolitical game”. He
told the Gazette, “I’ll show the
PEC officers evidence to prove
that | didn’t buy the trucks at an
inflated price.”

He added, “The Adminis-
trative Court has made no judg-
ment inthismatter —itisstill un-
der consideration.

“1’m 100% confident that |
have done nothing to prevent me
from standing for election.”
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Death can be instant

KHON KAEN: There are plen-
ty of coffee loversin Thailand,
but oneitinerant sugarcane cut-
ter from Khon Kaen took caf-
feine craving to new heights.

Banjong Singhakul, 45,
found that he could bypass the
annoying process of mixing the
stuff with hot water by simply
munching down mouthfulsof in-
stant coffee granules.

Unfortunately, too much of
anything is never a good thing,
andK. Banjong'shabitkilled him
— not of heart palpitations, but
of asphyxiation.

A doctor told Banjong's
wife, Hataikorn, that when the
body was examined, abig, black
bolus of coagulated coffee was
found stuck in K. Banjong’'s

throat, cutting off his oxygen.

Fortunately for hisfamily,
K. Banjong had just taken out a
one-baht-a-day-insurance policy
through the government’s new
Ua-athorn (We Care) program
and his grieving, hitherto pov-
erty-stricken wife picked up a
useful 300,000 baht in benefits
to help ease her loss.

“l knew he liked coffee,
but I never imagined he would
eat the granules without mixing
them with hot water,” K. Hatai-
korn said.

She added that she would
spend most of the money on the
purchase of farmland and put the
rest aside for the education of
their youngest son.

Source: Thai Rath

Starting 2004 with ajolt

PATTANI: Many people spent
January 1 sleeping off the ex-
cesses of New Year’s Eve, but
anambitiousthief in Nongjit dis-
trict decided to use the holiday
more profitably, by scaling autil-
ity pole and attempting to steal
electrical cable.

A jolt of 33,000 volts, 150
times stronger than a typical
household shock, ripped apart his
trousers and left him critically
burned after he apparently
touched alive cable with a pair
of metal pliers.

Rushing to the scene with
doctorsand ateam from the Pro-
vincia Electric Authority (PEA),
rescuersfirst turned off the pow-
er conducted through the cable
then climbed up to find the man

till alive, though unconscious.

He was identified as 30-
year-old “Arong” (surname not
reported). His profession was
given as “freelance installer of
electricity meters’. The PEA
stressed that K. Arong was not
an employee, but was more
likely athief trying to make off
with some of their cable.

After effortsto tiethe vic-
tim to arescue worker failed, he
waseventually lowered onalad-
der that workers leaned up
against the wires in the local
fashion.

The spectacle drew great
interest from passing motorists
along the highway from Pattani
to Haad Yai.

Source: Thai Rath

January blackout schedule

PHUKET: The Phuket Provincial
Electricity Authority (PPEA) has
announced its schedule of black-
outs for the remainder of Janu-
ary to alow it continue work on
replacing high-voltage cables.

Theblackouts, whichwill be
from 9 am to 4 pm, are as fol-
lows.

January 28, Phuket Town:
Chao FaRd, from Yeetang Com-
plex to Sakdidet Rd, and includ-
ing Soi Imyjit.
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January 30, Phuket Town:
Thepkrasattri Rd and Chumphon
Rd, both sides, from the PPEA
substation to Satree Phuket
Schooal, including Soi Patchanee,
Moo Baan Thepkrasattri, Soi
Boonyarak, Soi Siang Tai and
Moo Baan Rabarun.

Please note that this infor-
mation is subject to change with-
out notice. For moreinformation
or to check the latest status, cal
076-211663.

vl W era.

Students perform a fan dance during celebrations at the Prince of
Songkhla University, Phuket Campus, to mark Chinese New Year.

The celebrations, part of a fair on January 15 and 16, also featured
booths and competitions. The event was organized by students from
the International Business China program of the university’s Faculty

of Service Industries.

Poll arbiters prepare
for complaintsflood

By Gategaeo Phetsawang

PHUKET TOWN: The Election
Commission of Thailand (ECT)
— charged with ensuring fairness
pre- and post-poll —may haveits
work cut out thisyear with more
than 2,800 local elections sched-
uled countrywide.

The ECT must investigate
thoroughly every complaint —and
many are made — before an elec-
tion result can be confirmed.

Local authority services
may be crippledif thereareleng-
thy delaysin confirming election
results, as witnessed in parts of
Phuket following OrBor Tor elec-
tionslast year.

Nationwide, more than
1,500 complaintsfrom 715 elec-
tionsin 2003 are being checked.

ECT chairman, Pol Gen
Vasana Puemlarp, admitted, “I
can't imagine how many com-
plaints may stem from the com-

ME“" Night

ing elections.” A quick extrapola-
tion suggeststhe number could be
as high as 6,000.

The ECT held a regional
seminar at the Royal Phuket City
hotel recently to prepare some
200 officials in advance of local
elections scheduled to be held in
all parts of the country.

GenVasanasaid, “ Thesem-
inars are also to help candidates
understand their responsibilities,
and to advise the public on what
free and fair elections are.

“Part of my roleisto foster
trust in the voting system in or-
der to encourage the electorate
to vote. That way people have a
say in how their area develops.”

While acknowledging that
investigations disrupt services,
Gen Vasan stressed that the ECT
can approve only those elections
it deems fair, regardless of how
long adelay itsinvestigationsmay
cause. Editorial: page 18.

Patong
protests

midnight
closing

From page 1
venir vendors, guesthouses and
hotelswill al suffer too,” hesaid.

Two days earlier, Phuket
Governor Udomsak Usawarang-
kuracamedown squarely behind
Bangkok’spushtointroducemid-
night closing for al entertainment
venues, saying that he did not
believe theisland’s tourist trade
would be affected becauseit was
Phuket’s natural beauty that visi-
tors came to see — an argument
repeatedly put forward by his
predecessor, Pongpayome Vasa-
puti.

Gov Udomsak said he be-
lieved that opening and closing
entertainment venues earlier,
from 6 pm to midnight, would
help to reduce social problems
and would improve theimage of
Thailand among visitors.

In amoveto rally support,
K. Somphet said that hewastry-
ing to contact counterparts in
other tourism hotspots such as
Pattaya, Koh Samui, Chiang Mai
and Haad Yai, with the aim of
exchanging information and
fighting the planned changes to-
gether.

Most notable among the
assembled speakers was Phuket
Senator Paiboon Upatising, own-
er of the Aloha Hotel in Patong
and of the Singha Beer distribu-
torship in Phuket.

“People are confused be-
causewhat Deputy Interior Min-
ister Pracha Maleenond an-
nounced in the January 13 Cabi-
net meeting does not fit with
DPM Purachai’s previous meth-
ods, which clearly stated that
earlier operating hours were not
the critical factor in achieving
better social order [among mi-
nors],” Sen Paiboon said.

The 1,700-member PEBA
hopes to collect as many signa
tures as possible from industry
workers, touristsand anyoneelse
opposed to the plan. The petition
will be presented to Prime Min-
ister Thaksin before the next
Cabinet meeting, on February 6.
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No bird 'flu
on Phuket,
saysofficial

PHUKET: The Phuket Provincial
Commercia Office (PPCO) has
reassured consumers that no
cases of avian 'flu or diarrhea
have been reported on Phuket —
athoughmillionsof chickenselse-
wherein Asiahave been affected.

Archint Ongsakul, a com-
mercial technician from the
PPCO, told the Gazette, “ Phuket
hasno problemwith thisdisease.”

A watchdog group, the
Consumer Force Association of
Thailand, was quoted by media
assaying that as many as 50 mil-
lion birdsmay havediedin Thai-
land from an unspecified poultry
disease.

K. Archint also said that
Phuket shrimp are free from the
“red pox” — of an as-yet-undeter-
mined origin — that has been af-
fecting stock in farms in Phang
Ngaand other provinces nearby.

The price of shrimp from
Thai farms has fallen dramati-
caly in recent weeks to around
90 baht akilo.

The plummeting priceisthe
result of oversupply in the inter-
national market, stemming from
capson import levelsin both the
EU and the US, combined with
increased competition from other
Southeast Asian countries.

— Nonthawat Disayabutra

Toutsrounded up

PATONG: Phuket Immigration
officers rounded up 24 foreign-
ers over the weekend of January
17 and 18 and charged them with
illegal entry into Thailand and
working without permits. They
were taken to Phuket Immigra-
tion detention cells to await de-
portation.

Pol Capt Chatchai Hayima-
na, Deputy Inspector of the
Phuket Provincial Immigration
Office, told the Gazette, “ There
were 24 arrests atogether — 21
Burmese and three Vietnamese.
Most of them were men working
as touts for local tailor shops.
We'll deport them soon.”

Three Thai owners of
guesthouses were fined 800 baht
apiecefor failing to report to Im-
migration the arrival of guestsin
their establishments.

BBAP members
elect committee

PHUKET: Members of the Brit-
ish Business Association of
Phuket (BBAP) have elected
Martin Carpenter astheir Chair-
man for 2004.

Others elected to the com-
mittee during the BBAP sannual
meeting, held at the Evason Re-
sort & Spain Rawai on January
15, include: Paul Spring, Secre-
tary; Andy Dowden, Treasurer;
Howard Digby-Johns, Socia Sec-
retary; and general members
ChrisHill, Mark Phillipsand Paull
Moorhouse.

Phuket Air ‘won’t join fares war’

PHUKET TOWN: Phuket Air will not be
joining the cheap-tickets war sparked by the
launch of Air Asia, its Chief Executive Of-
ficer said on January 17.

Group Capt Patana Tareekes was
speaking at Phuket International Airport,
where the inaugural flight of Phuket Air’s
five-times-weekly service, linking Haad Yai
with Ranong via Phuket, |landed at 10:30 am.

“We are not going to join this fight in
the sky. Instead, we are ready to join alli-
ances of airlines.

“Phuket Air doesnot have cheap flights
such asAir Asia’s 99-baht seats, but we are
not expensive and we offer the convenience
and flexibility that | believeis most important
to travelers.

“We will not compete by lowering our

pricesbut by offering ahigh level of service,”
he said.

Speaking of the new route, he explained,
“The ideaisto open a new market in lower
southern Thailand by linking it to the upper
southern region and to central Thailand.

“The route inaugurated today means
that travelers [from the South] can fly on to
central Thailand,” he added. Phuket Air al-
ready has a daily service between Ranong
and Bangkok.

Thai Airwayslnternational (THAI) cur-
rently flies the same Haad Yai-Phuket-
Ranong route, but has announced that it will
dropitinthe coming few weeks. Despitethis,
Gp Capt Patana said that he expected the
route to be profitable.

“Theaircraft we use on thisrouteisthe

64-seat Y S 11/A [aturboprop airplane made
in Japan], which we usefor short-haul flights,”
he noted.

The service leaves Haad Yai on Mon-
days, Wednesdays, Fridays, Saturdays and
Sundaysat 9 am, arriving in Phuket at 10:30
am. It takes off from Phuket half an hour
later and lands at Ranong at 12:20 pm.

The return service leaves Ranong at
3 pm on the same days, taking off from
Phuket at 5 pm and landing in Haad Yai at
6:30 pm.

For more information call a travel
agency or contact Phuket Air at the follow-
ing numbers. Bangkok head office, Tel: 02-
6798999; Haad Yai, Tel: 074-422700; Phuket,
Tel: 076-220665; or Ranong, Tel: 077-824591.

— Dhirarat Boonkongsaen

TRT throws weight
INnto local election

PHUKET TOWN: Theinvolve-
ment for thefirst time of the pow-
erful Thai Rak Thai (TRT) party
should add a new dimension to
Provincial Administration Orga-
nization (OrBorJor) electionsin
Phuket, scheduled for March 14.

This development has put
two former vice-presidents and
colleagues, Samroeng Chaisorn
and Wisut Santikun, on opposing
teams as rival candidates for
OrBorJor President.

K. Samroeng will campaign
as head of the OrBorJor Gao Mai
TRT (“New Step TRT”) party
while K. Wisut will lead the
OrBorJor Gao Mai Khonbaanrao
(“New Step Our People”) party.

Both have now launched

By Gategaeo Phetsawang

their campaigns, introducing team
members and announcing some
of their policies.

“Wewill continueto develop
Phuket,” K. Wisut told a media
conference on January 19. “We
believethat thelocal administra-
tion should have a certain [inde-
pendent, non-political] stand-
point.”

He said his party was still
open to candidates with the right
gualifications. The Chairman of
the Phuket Chamber of Com-
merce, Pamuke Achariyachai, is
one person who has been ap-
proached, he added.

The current Chairman of the

|sland to get new abattoir

PHUKET TOWN: In an effort
toimprovefood safety in Phuket,
a60-million-baht daughterhouse
will bebuiltin Kathu.
Theabattoirisajoint project
of the Phuket Provincial Admin-
istration Organization (OrBor-
Jor) and the Phuket Provincial
Livestock Office (PPLO).
PPLO Chief Sunart Wong-
chawalit told the Gazette that the
facility, to be operated for profit
by the OrBorJor, would be the
first abattoir in Phuket to meet all
government standards.
Theproject, initiated by the
PPLO, was approved by Phuket
Governor Udomsak Usawang-
kura on January 9. A reguest to
the SME Bank for aloan to build

theabattoir isnow being prepared
by the Livestock Development
Department in Bangkok.

K. Sunart expects the loan
to be approved because the SME
has earmarked a nationwide to-
tal of 5 billion baht for theMinis-
try of Agriculture and Coopera-
tives as part of the government’s
food safety initiative.

TheOrBorJor will get about
150 baht per animal slaughter-
ed, which in theory will allow
it to repay the loan within five
years.

“We plan to build the abat-
toir on 15 rai of land in Kathu.
Thisisthe most central location
ontheidand,” K. Sunart added.

— Dhirarat Boonkongsaen
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OrBorJor, Somchai Duangkae,
who has sided with K. Wisut,
emphasized that thelocal admin-
istration should be independent
and ableto set itsown policies.

“Itwill be best for the com-
munity if [the OrBorJor] is run
by independents,” K. Somchai
explained. “If there's a national
party behind the scenes, theteam
will loseits freedom to manage.

“But though we are inde-
pendent, we are ready to coop-
erate with al who wish to work
for thelocal community.”

Thefollowing morning, 200
people turned up at the Phuket
Merlin Hotel to hear K. Sam-
roeng speak. A senior figure in
the TRT, Pichate Satirachaval,
also attended, as did the current
OrBorJor President, Dr Prasit
Koeysiripong.

Dr Prasit is stepping down
from the OrBorJor and is ex-
pected to run asa TRT candidate
in parliamentary elections due
next year.

K. Pichate said that it was
important that local politics be
connected with national politics.

“Economic development
hasto begin from thegrassroots,
withlocal administrationssuch as
the OrBorJor.

“Then we can carry the
work from the local arenato the
national arena,” he explained.
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BANGKOK (The Nation): The
inaugural summit of five Asian
nations scheduled to take place
next month in Phuket has been
postponed indefinitely after
India's Prime Minister, Atal Be-
hari Vajpayee, canceled hisatten-
danceduetointernal politics.

PM Vajpayee's Bharatiya
Janata Party is gearing up for
general electionsinApril or May.

A new date for talks be-
tween the leaders of the Bangla-
desh, India, Myanmar, Sri Lanka
and Thailand Economic Coopera-
tion (Bimstec) forumwill befixed
when Indiaisready, the Thal For-
eign Ministry said.

“We agreed not to proceed
with the summit without India,
which is deemed an important
element of Bimstec,” said minis-
try spokesman Sihasak Phuang-
ketkeow.

However, meetings of eco-
nomic and commerce ministers
and foreign ministersof the group
will go ahead from February 6 to
8 in Phuket, the spokesman said.

Thailand hopesthe summit
can till beheld later thisyear, the
spokesman said.

The international sports
events planned for the period of
the talks (see page 22) will take
place as schedul ed.
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SHADY

BUSINESS

As tourist numbers increase, Phuket’s popular beaches are becoming bigger businesses. Sun-beds alone can generate income of more
than 600,000 baht a day. Sangkhae Leelanapaporn and Gategaeo Phetsawang survey the scene.

inee Tohlang has

seen the island

change every sea-

n. For 18 years,

e has worked as

a masseuse on the

beach at Nai Harn. She has

watched the tides rise and fall,

and the monsoons come and go,

along with the tourists, and the

once-secluded sands become a

regular source of income for
many.

Beach accessories appear
to spawn in the off-season and
return in greater numbers each
November. Like most of the
beaches along Phuket’'s west

Before long, the pristine
stretches of Nai Harn sand that
Sinee Tohlang remembers so
clearly may be just amemory.

Already in Khao Lak, local
authorities, learning from what
they apparently view as Phuket's
mistakes, have taken a stand in
an effort to preserve the natural
beauty that drew touriststherein
thefirst place. They have barred
sun loungersand umbrellasfrom
their beaches.

Paradoxically, itisthevisi-
torsto Khao L ak who have com-

Harn, which still rates among
Phuket’s least-spoiled beaches,
there are now 28 massaging
members of the Rawai Old Style
Massage Club and nine operators
controlling the beach bed busi-
ness.

Clubs benefit from most
beach business activities, with the
benefits being recycled back to
membersin the form of sickness
and welfare payments. Each
masseuse pays just 500 baht a
year to the club — but nothing to
thelocal Tambon Administration

to buy or replace.

Potentially, then, the total
value of the sunbeds at Nai Harn
on a busy high-season day is
48,000 baht.

Along the coast at Kata-
Karon, the numbers rise consid-
erably. About 85 people operate
1,500 twin-bed setson the beach-
es there. A total of 158 people
areinvolved in giving massages,
painting nails and braiding hair,
and nine operators control 14
speedboats.

Aswith Nai Harn, the cost

erator who has about 60 beach
loungers. Each sun bed owner
must pay 3,000 baht ayear to the
club, as well as income tax. K.
Dum said that themunicipdity lim-
itsthe number of loungers. Other
businesses are aso strictly con-
trolled.

Suthep Buasri, 28, oversees
160 chairs across 90 meters of
sand. “My family has run this
businessfor morethan 10 years,”
he said. “We reserved this area
a long time ago, just like other
business owners on this beach.”

One masseuse, Ka-
neung, 54, said that there
are more than 200 mas-

NUMBER OF SUN LOUNGERS

480
2,800
1,500
1,000
600

coast, Nai Harn now has a long
row of beach loungers, umbrel-
las and tables, stretching off into
the distance in acolorful arc.
On Patong and other popu-
lar beaches, a constant passing

seuses on Patong beach.
“There are eight groups,
and we keep to our zones
by wearing different color
shirts,” she explained.
“We have a Patong Mas-

Nai Harn
Patong
Kata-Karon

Surin
Kamala

parade of vendors sells every-
thing from ice cream to time-
share apartments to eye tests
along two strings of beds and
gaudy umbrellas.

Given therate at which the
tourist numbersincrease and the
loungers and umbrellas repro-
duce, athird string seems inevi-
table, and perhaps eventually a
fourth and a fifth. The day may
dawn when the vendorswill also
be offering cheap air tickets and
motorcycle spares.
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Clubs at each beach determine membership and beach business
owners also benefit from health and other welfare provisions.

plained most loudly about the bar
—they don’t want to beforced to
lounge on the hot sand with no
shade.

Before a similar debate
breaks out at Nai Harn, a sooth-
ing massage from K. Sineemight
calm the participants — although
perhaps on Phuket, with up to 20
milliontourists predicted annualy
within five years, the argument
has already been |ost.

Small beach businesses ap-
pear to be multiplying, too. At Nai

KIR|OMNDESIGM

web-design
graphic-design

Miguel Kirjon

Organization (OrBorTor) — for
the privilege of operating on pub-
licland.

“Everyone has to pay 500
baht a year to help with such
things asthe Children’s Day fair
or scholarships for poor stu-
dents,” said K. Sinee, 45. “We
also pay tax.”

K. Sinee makes her money
from five or six massages a day
at 300 baht a time. Her income
dries up in the low season when
the tourists disappear. As a com-
munity benefit, the club members
keep an eye on vendors from
outside Rawai to make sure that
tourists' belongings are safe on
the beach. The club meets for-
mally at least once a year.

The owners of the beach
beds, who earn considerably
morethan K. Sineg, also pay only
500 baht a year to the club for
the privilege of operating bus-
inesses on the public sands.

There are 480 sun lounger
setson Nai Harn and one opera-
tor told the Gazette that the stan-
dard fee for tourists for two
loungers, atable and an umbrella
was 100 baht a day. “I have
about 50 sets,” hesaid. Headded
that each set cost about 7,600 baht

to businesses occupying public
land isjust 500 baht a year, paid
to a beach club.

One lounger attendant,
overseeing 30 beds, told the Ga-
zette, “We don’t pay income to
anyone because we have been
working here for more than 10
years. All of the businesses are
run by local guys from Kata-
Karon.

“We just give 500 baht a
year totheclubfor activitiessuch
as Children’s Day or Loy Kra-
thong, and to develop the Kata
area,” he added. Some operators
have as many as 200 beach
loungers aong these stretches of
sand.

The mathematical equation
in Kata-Karon is similar to Nai
Harnintermsof expenditureand
income: the 1,500 beds have the
potential to bring in 150,000 baht
onthat outstanding (although per-
haps apocryphal) high-season day
when every lounger is occupied.

Further north, at Patong, the
eguation changes. The Patong
Beach UmbrellaOperators Club,
the Patong Masseuses Club and
the Patong Vendors Club take a
larger chunk of earnings.

Dum, 48, works for an op-

seuses Club to which we
each haveto pay 980 baht
a year.”

The Patong Munici-
pality also licenses mas-
seuses — and only people
who have been trained and know
how to treat tourists correctly.
Vendors are also strictly con-
trolled.

“We have to register with
the municipality and then were-
ceive a yellow waistcoat with a
number on it,” one Patong ven-
dor said. “There are about 67
vendors who sell snacks, drinks,
ice cream, etc.

“Other vendors who have-
n't registered can’'t sell on the
beach. If they do, the municipal
officerswill finethem.”

Long-tail boat owner K.
Deen, 37, comes from Kamala,
but has worked in Patong for 15
years.

He told the Gazette that 55
long-tail boats operate off Patong
beach, mostly from the southern
end. Another 25 long-tails use
Kamala beach as a base.

Theratesfor foreignersand
Thaisvaries, with thelong-tails—
capable of carrying 12 passen-
gers — costing Thais about 100
baht atrip on average, whilefor-
eignerspay about four timesthat.

K. Deen said he makes
about 5,000 baht a week during
the high season. “We have a
Long-tail Boat Clubwith 80 mem-
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berswho own boatsin Patong and
Kamala,” hesaid. “Memberscan
borrow money from the club to
pay for repairs to their boats.

“During the tourist season,
| make at least 600 baht a day.
Butitisonly for five months. So
in other months, we haveto find
other work. | work as a security
guard for ahousing project.”

Likeall the other beach op-
erators, long-tail owners pay no
municipal fees.

At the southern end of the
beach, tour boats tend to berth at
the Chok Aree pontoon. The 43-
year-old owner of the pontoon
declined to reveal her nameor the
cost of berthing but said that
about 10 boats a day used the
facilities, most of them taking on
diversand other touristsfor trips
to other islands, including the
Similans.

“I’ve run this business for
23 years,” she said. “This pon-
toon belonged to my mother and
is named after her. It's the only
one on the beach.”

A Patong beach lounger
owner, who gave hisnameasLo,
said, “1 have 100 beach chairsand
about half of them are rented on
any day in high season.

I make about 5,000 baht a
day.”

Thereare 2,800 lounger sets

PULLEEEAZE!

If you havearadio,
don't takeit to the beach!

on Patong, with apotential maxi-
mum revenue of 280,000 baht a
day.

Others earn money from
renting six sailing boats and 10
surfboards. At Patong, the cost
of asailing boat is 600 baht an
hour and asurfboard isyoursfor
300 baht an hour.

Up the coast at Surin, the
number of beach vendors trek-
king the sands has increased, ac-
cording to Wuthi from Krabi, who
runs a beach stall there.

He shares the little shop
with a friend and has been sell-
ing drinksand clothing for about
four months. His income varies
considerably, from 200 baht to
2,000 baht aday. Thereisno fee
for setting up the stall on the
beach.

Bee, 33, isaSurin masseuse
who also worksfor abeach chair
owner. According to the Gazette
survey, thereare about 1,000 sun
lounger sets on Surin — total po-
tential revenue: 100,000 baht a
day.

Bee says the local Or-

BorTor permits only existing
traders to operate on the beach
and discourages others. About
100 masseuses are members of
the club, including people from
Cherng Talay and Surin.

“We pay 200 baht for mem-

Waking beautiful jeweiny for el sergiaiong

3o = B Mankil Bd, Phalerl Tel 876 250 180

bership,” Bee said,
“and the money pro-
vides benefits when
members are sick or
when relatives die.”

Surin is also
home to one of the
controversial jet-ski
businesses that the
governor hopesto abo-
lish within seven
years. Aree, 44, who
has run jet-skis for
more than 15 years,
said, “I have four jet-
skisand thereareonly
seven jet-skis for rent
on the beach.

“The cost is
1,000 baht for 30 min-
utes. | earn about
4,000 baht to 5,000
baht a day.”

Another man,
who declined to give his name,
operates two speed boats, one
parasailing boat and one banana
boat.

Waterskiers pay 800 baht
for 15 minutes and a speed boat
can cost 2,000 baht to 2,500 baht
an hour.

A trip to Raya Island —
wherethe beach lounger sets cost
200 baht apair per day —isyours
for about 10,000 baht.

Kamala, where the Gazette
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survey cameto an end, has more
than 20 food stalls on the beach,
each bringing in about 5,000 baht
a day. Most are run by people
who livein Kamala.

There are 600 sun lounger
sets (60,000 baht potentially) on
Kamalaand 100 masseuseswho,
according to one of them, 45-
year-old Lila, share the income
from eight to 10 tourist custom-
ers a day.

Eight jet-skis ride in the

\

Cardiac

Surgeon

handsof Lee, 23, who said, “ The
rate varies from 300 baht to 500
baht an hour. | take in more than
10,000 baht a day.”

So whiletourists sun them-
selvesor zoom about on or above
the water, others on the beaches
are raking it in — and we don’t
mean sand. Thelikelihood isthat
the beaches will become even
more crowded, and more profit-
able, with each successive high
season.
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your heart
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09 871 2020
(24-hr)

Call Center
076 25 44 25

271 Hongyok Lits Bd.,
Muang, Phuket B3000, Thaliand
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By Dhirarat Boonkongsaen

aving spent more than
20 years as an art
teacher at Satree
Phuket School, Prasit
Intana could easily be forgiven
for trading in hiseasel and brushes
for golf clubs when he retired
early from the civil service in
1999. But now, with more time,
K. Prasit has simply become a
moreprolific artist.

As a young man, K.
Prasit graduated with ade-
greein art from PohChang
School of Art, now known
as the Rajamangala Insti-
tute of Technology Poh-
Chang campus, in Bangkok.

After college, K. Pra-
sit started work as an art
teacher in Chumphon prov-
ince, where he stayed for
five years. After that, he
signed on at Satree Phuket,
where hetaught from 1977
t01999.

They say teaching is
the best way to learn asub-
ject, so after 22 years of
teaching, K. Prasit set up a
studio to devote himself to
his craft. But at the start, it
was just a hobby.

“Actually, at first |
was raising chickens and
selling the eggs — but | got
fed up with chickens after
awhile,” he said. “Then |
met afriend who hasan art
business in Patong. That
inspired meto create many
art works, one after an-
other.

“The building I now use to
exhibit my work was originally
bought by my wife, ateacher at
Phuket Wittayalai School, to set
up abusiness. But that didn’t pan
out, so now | use it as a studio
and privategalery,” heexplained.

Artist comes
op of hisclass

When asked if his artistic
ambitionshad been gtifled by hav-
ing spent so much time teaching,
he said the experience had given
him a good chance to hone his
ills.

“I have been teaching and
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Prasit Intana at work: Original ideas, good skills and the ability to be creative in non-destructive ways.

working inart for about 20 years.
| think that’sgood enough for me.
It gave me a chance to work
with studentsand do alot of pro-
motional artwork for the school,
such aspainting banners, making
displaysto commemorate national

B

holidays, special events and
thingslikethat,” he said.

K. Prasit doesn't mind if
people stop by his home on
Sakdidet Road to check out his
creations, whichinclude paintings
and sculptures.

He stressed, however, that
his gallery was not just a show-
room but aprivate collection—and
that not everything on display is
for sale.

“| create in my free time
because that’s what | love to do.
It makes me feel good to see my
own works. Some people ask me
to produce scul pturesor paintings
for their businesses, many of
which are hotels and resorts.
“So some of the things |
make | keep for my personal
collection, some | sll, and
some | give away,” he said.

“Now | amworking on
an exhibition that will go on
display at the Phuket Public
Library for two weeks in
May. It'san ongoing modern
art exhibition that began last
November and runsthrough
August. Seventeen Phuket
artistsarefeatured,” he said.

Speaking of people
who had inspired him, he
named Professor Silpa Bhi-
rasri, an Italian who once
taught at Silpakorn Univer-
sity in Bangkok, Thailand’s
premier art school.

“Tobeagreat artist re-
quiresthreethings at least,”
he explained. “Having origi-
nal ideas; therequisite skills
to manifest them as art, and
the ability to create in ways
that are creative, not destruc-
tive or harmful to others.”

People interested in view-
ing K. Prasit's private col-
lection at 29/5 Sakdidet Rd
in Phuket Town can call Tel:
076-391674 to make an ap-
pointment. His work will also be
on display at Phuket Public Li-
brary on Phuket Rd in Phuket
Town for two weeks in May. For
further information, contact the
library at 076-212465.

WARNING : SELLING ALCOHOL TO PERSONS
UNDER 18 YEARS OLD IS ILLEGAL
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Thaksn:

he poor can expect help

from the government in

restructuring, refinanc-

ing or rescheduling their
debtswith moneylenders—but not
amoratorium, saysPrimeMinis-
ter Thaksin Shinawatra.

The poor should be given a
fresh start, but they must resolve
their ownfinancia obligations, he
said, adding that the government
would aso help them find jobsto
turn around their lives. The an-
nouncement comes as the Inte-
rior Ministry continues to regis-
ter Thailand’ s poor, which at | ast
count stood at 1.89 million people.

Crazy for condoms: Bangkok
Senator Meechai Viravaidyasaid
he will seek cooperation from
Immigration Policeindispensing
condomsto foreign touristsarriv-
ing during the coming World Aids
Conference, to be hosted by
Thailandin Jduly.

Sen Meechai said hewould
also ask taxi driversto ensurethat
condoms and audio-cassette
tapes on HIV/Aids prevention
were availablein their vehicles.

He added that only hotels
with condomsin the guestrooms
and staff knowledgeable about
HIV/Aids prevention would be
chosen as suitable for visiting
delegates.

High-profile participants
will include soccer player David
Beckham, golfer Tiger Woods
and UN Secretary-General Kofi
Annan.

Mountains to molehills: A
group of environmentalists ap-
pealed to PM Thaksin Shinawat-
rato stop rock-grinding by quar-
riersin Kanchanaburi, saying the
guarrying was causing severe en-
vironmental damage and air pol-
lution and having an adverse ef-
fect onthe province' stourismin-
dustry.

Pinan Chotrosserani, head
of the Kanchanaburi Conserva-
tion Group, said rock-grinding
businesses had destroyed the
beauty of local mountains.

A public hearing on the is-
sue concluded that local residents,
government officialsand tourism

LUCKY MONKEY:
A rare albino
monkey is on
display at the Lop
Buri Zoo to mark
the Year of the
Monkey. The four-
year-old, a mixed
breed of rhesus
and crab-eating
macaque, has
striking ruby-
colored eyes and is
considered
extremely lucky by
residents of the
province, which
has long been
associated with its
primate population.

business operators wanted the
guarrying stopped.

Opponents of quarrying
said PM Thaksin would have a
chance to see the damage during
a January 23-24 mabile Cabinet
meeting in the province.

Backpackers arrested: |mmi-
gration Police searched 13 guest-
houses in the area around Bang-
kok’sKhao San Rd, arresting five
foreignerswho failed to produce
passports and claimed to be Rus-
sians or Nigerians.

The operation wasaimed at
reinforcing Article 38 of the Im-
migration Act of 1979, which has
long been ignored by many
guesthouse owners.

Under Article 38, they must
updateimmigration officersdaily
about their foreign guests. All 13
guesthouses were found to have
broken this law and the owners
were fined 800 baht each.

CEO ecology: Former Trat gov-
ernor Amorn Anantachai said
national park regulations should
be amended to make it easier for
CEO governorsto develop parks
for tourism.
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-IPL Photo Rejuvenation

Rejuvenation Program
-Permanent Hair Removal

BANGKOK PHUKET HOSPITAL 2 FL.

Tel. 076 254 579

| CENTER & REJUVENATION

www. bkkdermato.com
E-rnail: hde@bkkdermato.com

K. Amornsaidtheprinciple
of forest management embodied
in the 1961 National Park Act
conflicts with present develop-
ment strategies, which focus on
making use of forest resources.

Arguing that the law was
issued before the country relied
ontourism, hesaid theregulations
should be eased to bring a better
lifeto Thai people.

Under current laws, which
aim to conserve forest areas, all
development isbanned within na-
tional parks. Tourismis alowed
within national parksbut only if it
issmall-scale and friendly to the
environment.

Catwalk control: The Culture
Ministry plans to set up a com-
mittee to regul ate the behavior of
models during fashion shows as
part of its crusade against nudity
intheindustry.

The new committee would

AT HOME WITH EOSESERREY

comprise members of govern-
ment agencies such as the Pub-
lic Relations Department, the
Royal Thai Police and the Con-
sumer Protection Board.

Models who cross the line
could be denounced and slapped
with higher taxes, said Culture
Minister Anurak Jureemas. The
committee would draft regula-
tionsfor fashion showsto prevent
modelsfromindecently exposing
themselves, K. Anurak said.

Model Methinee Kingpa-
yome said the plan was “ridicu-
lous” and contrary to the gov-
ernment’s plan to turn Bangkok
into afashion city.

From honcho to cog: Thelnte-
rior Ministry isdrafting new leg-
islation to reclassify kamnan and
village headmen (puyai baan)
from elected local officialsto rep-
resentatives of the central gov-
ernment.

poor must repay ther loans

The revamp is
meant to eliminate over-
lapping duties among
kamnan and village
headmen and officials
with tambon administra-
tion organizations. At
present, al are elected
locdl officials.

Under the draft,
kamnan and village
headmen will be ap-
pointed as assistants to
district chiefs, who are
central government em-
ployees.

As state employ-
ees, they will stay in of-
fice until they turn 60 —
provided they passregu-
lar evaluations by the
communitiesthey repre-
sent.

Gastropod graveyard:
The Mineral Resources
Department reported the
discovery of ahuge bed
of fossilized shellsin Lampang on
land currently on concession to
the Electricity Generating Au-
thority of Thailand for lignitemin-
ing.

The fossil-shell graveyard
covers more than 43 rai and ex-
tends 12 meters below the sur-
face. Remarkably, al the fossils
come from to the same species
of ancient snail.

The Mineral Resources
Department, which says the fos-
silsare13 millionyearsold, plans
to propose the area as a World
Heritage Site. Department Direc-
tor-General Somsak Potisat said
hethought the site was one of the
world's wonders and that tourist
would flock from all over the
world to seeit.

Around the Nation news round-
up is sourced from the pages of
The Nation and Kom Chad Luek
newspapers.
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Second airport
under scrutiny

n January 8, adelega-
tion of businesspeople,
government officials
and representatives
from the Koh Sa-
mui TourismAsso-

day to Bangkok,
where they met
Wechet Kaseng-
thong, from the
Ministry of Trans-
port, about the con-
struction of a sec-
ond airport onKoh
Samui.

The group
supports the swift
construction of a
second landing
strip, which they
say will bring com-
petition, resultingin
lower fares and
moretourists.

Little has
been said in oppo-
sitionto the plan, although recent
figures for tourist arrivals have
caused some local people to
guestion the need for two airports
on such asmall island, when the
placeisstill running at only 80%
capacity during peak periods.

FROM THE
ciation went for a GULF OF

THAILAND

By Commander
Sammy Swan

residents that there is no threat
posed to theisland by violencein
southern Thai provinces. The
Chief of Police said that every-
onearriving and leaving was be-
ing monitored closely, and that so
far nobody |ooked even thedlight-

Somelocal figureshavesug-

gested that there may not be

enough passengers to go round,
and have expressed concern that
a second landing
strip might eventu-
aly cause the de-
mise of the popular
Bangkok Airways.
But K. We-
chet apparently has
no such doubts, and
was scheduled to
vist Samui on Janu-
ary 18 to inspect
the proposed site
for themulti-billion-
baht project. Pre-
sumably he will
have to decide
whether to take the
bus or the train
from Bangkok.

Samui is Safe:
Police have as-
sured visitors and

est bit sinister, or had demon-
strated any anti-establishment
tendencies.

However, he urged the pub-
lic to keep an eye out for people
acting suspiciously, and report
their suspicions to police imme-
diately. Unfortunately, he did not
define“ suspiciousbehavior”. So
if covering your body in hennatat-
toos, wandering around half-na-
ked, approaching strangers in
bars or trying to get into some-
one else’s hotel room qualify as
suspicious behavior, then the au-
thorities may soon have to open
aspecial areaat the Samui prison
to accommodate suspected insur-
gents.

Talking yachts: On January 8,
representatives from all of Koh
Samui’s public departments sat
down with coffee and cookiesto
consider the construction of a
public yachting harbor or marina
ontheigland.

There have already been
several failed attempts made at
aworkableplan, thelast of which
resultedinasmall boat pier, which
is still under construction a year
later off Big Buddha beach.

This time, however, the
Harbor Department came to the
meeting armed with a design, a
budget and awell-staged presen-
tation.

Theonly issueleft todiscuss

was the location — surely not a
huge task. Three sites were sug-
gested: the same location as the
new pier (and therefore not suit-
able); an area exposed to the
open sea, which could cause
problems; and asite on onerai of
land, even though the design re-
quiresfiveral.

After much scratching of
chins, afourthlocation, involving
therenovation of an existing fish-
ing harbor, was suggested, and the
harbor department officialsreluc-
tantly said they would look into
thepossihilities.

Cdr Swan is a writer with Koh
Samui’s community magazine.
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CORAL CARE: Governor Udomsak Usawarangkura (blue tie); Udom Bhatiyasevi, Deputy
Director General, Department of Marine and Coastal Resources (standing, 4" from left);
Dr Prasit Koeysiripong, President of the Phuket Provincial Administration Organization LEARNING TOGETHER: Sombat Atiset (left), President of the Kusolsongkroh
(standing, 3" from right); and Rear Admiral Amnard Boonyapaiboon (in uniform) officially Foundation, which runs Thai Hua School in Phuket Town, and Dr Chane Sooksawese,
open the Phuket Marine Biological Center’s coral regeneration program, which included Chairman of the School Board, Stamford Institute in Haad Yai, exchange “English
the release of 80 young sand sharks. partner school program” agreements at a signing ceremony on January 11.

STATELY STAY: Zhu Guangyao Vice-Minister of Chlna s State TADAAA!: The Conrad Phuket Resort & Spa pre-opening management team, led by General Manager
Environmental Protection Administration (left), is welcomed to the Martin van der Reijden (3 from right) celebrate the launch of the resort's pre-opening office on
Cape Panwa Resort by General Manager Poomiphat Navanukroh  January 12, when the existing spa-resort, The Panwaburi, closed for a 10-month, US$15 million-dollar
during his recent stay on the island. redevelopment to transform it into one of Phuket’s most exclusive resorts.

FOR THE KIDS: Alasdair Junor, General Manager of The Evason Phuket Resort & Spa L . ]

(right), hands 15,000 baht to Ajarn Chaiyot Prommat, Director of Wat Sawangarom FANMILY FROLIC: Alexander Rozin, the Slovak Republic Honorary Consul to Thailand
School, Rawai, for schoolchildren’s lunches. The resort also donated 1,000-baht (2" from left), and his family enjoy a toast at Le Royal Veridien Phuket Yacht Club
scholarships to 30 students and toys worth 8,000 baht, to mark Children’s Day. with General Manager Tonino Stabile (left) during their recent stay at the resort.

To get your card, e-mail
shopper@phuketgazette.net
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The passion that grew and grew

By Supaporn Sriprom

fter 12 years in the

hotel business, the

story that sticksinthe

mind of French-born
Frederic Flageat Simonistheone
about the village chief and the
television set.

As general manager of a
hotel in Indonesia, Mr Simon be-
friended avillage chief in Lombok
and offered him any gift he
wanted for the village.

“The chief said he wanted
a television,” Mr Simon said.
“Most of the other villagers had
never seen TV, so | set it al up
for him.”

Four weeks later, when he
revisited thevillage, the TV was
no longer in the public sala. It
was in the chief’s home.

“The chief wasavery wise

an,” Mr Simon said. “He want-
ed to keep the salaas a place for
the villagers to get together and
talk, not to fight about which

e

oo I
--“-% F

—=.

'Aﬁn

channel to watch.”
“| have had alot of fun ex-

periencesworking inthehotel in-
dustry,” hesaid, “but | have never
really had any embarrassing situ-
ations.”

WEell, there was the case of
the Japanese guest and the hon-
eymoonersin the bathtub.

“In one hotel, a Japanese
guest entered thewrong villaand
there was a couple in the bath-
tub. They were on their honey-
moon and were enjoying a ‘ pri-
vate moment’, but they hadn’t
locked the door.

“Hewassurethat it washis

room. It wasvery difficult to con-
vince him otherwise.

“That was a lot of fun —
explaining to the guy what had
happened. Once he realized ...
you know, the Japanese are re-
ally polite and apol ogetic.

“It took him along time to
understand, but once he did, he
had this expression on his face
that was really funny.”

Mr Simon tuned in to the
hotel business when his parents
took him to hotelsthat |ooked to
the young boy like palaces.
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“1 remember walkingintoa
hotel onetimewhen | was13and
thinking, ‘ Wow, thisisbeautiful,”
said Mr Simon, whoisstill capti-
vated.

He was one of Accor’s
youngest GMs when he opened
theNovotel Lombok in 1996, and
in 1998 he moved to Malaysia's
Sofitel Palm Resort, one of the
largest resortsin Asia.

Now 32, he is Managing
Director of Singapore-based Alila
Hotelsand Resorts, overseeing all
the hotels under the company’s
flag.

The continued growth of
Alila, he said, will seethe group
takeon 15 hotelsin Asiaover the
next three to five years.

Mr Simon firmly believes
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For Frederic Simon hotels are palaces and worthy of his passionate approach to life.

that things can always be done
better. “| think you survivetoday
by continually looking at how you
can improve, personaly or as a
company.

“l learn every day and |
think it isimportant to learn and
continually challengemyself. Al-
ways trying to find ways to be-
come a better person is a Bud-
dhist way of looking at it [life].”

Another thing that makes
him successful, hebelieves, isthe
passion he has for his work.

“To me passion is every-
thinginthisjob,” hesaid, adding
that it isalsoimportant for others
to see that passion.

His next step in life? He
laughs. “I don’'t know. To have
children, maybe.”
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By Bruce Stanley

uket Pride, a four-day

elebration of dancing,

dining, art and sport,

opens at the Royal Para-

dise Complex in Patong on Janu-

ary 29 and culminates with the

annual Phuket Gay Pride Parade
on February 1.

Poonsak “ Daeng” Sanchan,
coordinator for Phuket Pride, has
organized themgjor entertainment
clubs off Rath-U-Thit 200 Pi Rd
to provide non-stop entertainment
every evening.

There will aso be a more
serioussidetothefun: “ Thisyear,
Bangkok Phuket Hospital will
sponsor a seminar on the latest
developments and therapies for
HIV, on January 31 at 3 pm,” he
said.

“This should be of interest
to the entire community, espe-
cially those working in the sex
industry or living anon-monoga-
mous lifestyle,” said K. Daeng.

Phuket Pride has been en-
thusiastically supported in the
past by the Patong Municipality
as another important event that
bringsvisitorstotheareaand cre-
ates revenue for local hotels and
places of entertainment.

“Each year, Phuket Pride
attracts more people from Hong
Kong, Singapore and Bangkok to
enjoy the parties and the great
fun,” explained Kenya, who runs
the well-known Sea Hag restau-
rant off Soi Wattana.

The 2004 festival openswith
an art exhibition at Jochen’s Bar
and Gallery, festuring oil paintings
by avariety of Tha artists who
celebrate the human form.

On Friday, January 30, the
Fifth Annual Gay Pride Festival
Volleyball Tournament beginson
Patong beach in front of the Sea
Rescue Center, near the Immi-
gration Office. Finalswill behheld
thefollowing afternoon.

Boat tripsto surroundingis-
lands are scheduled for Thursday,
Friday and Saturday.

The Thursday tour explores
hidden bays down the west coast
of Phuket with sunset at Laem
Promthep. Friday bringsatour to
Raya Island and the Saturday
cruisegoesto Koh Kai Nok, with
an afternoon of snorkeling and a
beach barbecue. Reservations
can bemade at Connect Tour, Tel:
076-294195.

Theclimax of Phuket Pride
will be the colorful parade that
will sweep around Patong beach
on Sunday, February 1. Various
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Thepride
of Patong

always firmly on fun.

entertainment businesses each
sponsor a decorated truck and
costumed dancers.

The parade begins on the
beach road and ends at the Royal
Paradise Complex, to befollowed
by anight of dining and dancing.

For a more detailed listing of
events Tel: 076-296204 or send
an email to information@
phuketgaypridefestival.com
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Outrageous, uproarious, riotous — whatever adjectives are applied to Phuket Pride, the emphasis is

ANDREW PARK

Property Agents & Consultants

Land and Villa Sales
Properties For Rent
Villa and Property Management Services
Development or Project Consulting

Let us help you with your property requirements
be they large or small

100/ 18 Chalermprakiat Road
{on the bypass road just north of Lotus)
Tambon Rassada, Amphur Muang, Phuket 3000
Tel: 66 (7o) 354-016 Fax: 6B (FB) 354-019
E-mail: sales@andrewpark-phuket.com
Website: www.andrewpark-phuket.com
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other activities, including a beach volleyball competition.

Below: Poonsak ‘Daeng’ Sanchan, coordinator of Phuket Pride
2004 (left) with event stalwarts Kenya of the Sea Hag Restaurant
and Dr Reto Stoffel, who travels from Switzerland every year for
the festival.
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TRAVELER

By Ed Peters

or many people, the

Middle East begins and

ends with the mega-

hyped charms of Dubai.
However, the up-and-coming
destination is un-touristy Oman,
which hasalot moreto offer than
just shopping malls and golf
COourses.

At first sight, Muscat, the
capital, looksremarkably modern.
The broad, flat highway sweep-
ing out of theairport into the city
races past fast food and car fran-
chises, and the vehicles on the
road all look brand new — per-
haps because dirty vehicles are
illegal here.

But aglance abovetheneon
signsrevealsthe granite peaks of
the Al Hajar mountains, hemming
the city in to the coast. True,
there's a skyscraper and a mall
or two, but much of Muscat is
dividedinto villages of sandstone
houses.

At the market in Muttrah,
one of the oldest parts of thecity,
the fishermen land their catchin
the early mornings to be sold
straight away to agaggle of mer-
chants and housewives — still a
current term here — much as
they must have done for genera-
tions.

A huge arch along the
corniche gives way to the cool
recesses of the souk, fragrant
with incense and stacked with
merchandise that reflects the
sultanate’s history as a stop on
the old spiceroute to India.

Most of the shopkeepers
are Indian; chatty and eager to

”ﬁ iE
Pd -

-

An undiluted taste
of thereal Arabia

plesse, they offer Omani antiques
at what they claim are knock-
down prices.

In the goldsmiths' street,
women shrouded in black haggle
over bracel ets and necklacesthat
look as if they weigh a quarter-
kilo apiece.

Just inside the entrance
gate, Omani menlall insplendidly
white dishdashes, sipping tiny
cups of cardamom-flavored cof-
fee, their mobile phonesthe only
concession to modernity.

Foreigners are rare, for
tourismis new in Oman. For de-
cades, the old sultan kept foreign-
ersat bay, and ensured hispeople

W
watermark

the cockiaill bar

AsiaDebit .com

over the Internet. Tel: OT6-264445
Bluafin Mexican Tavern

Suan Luang Clinic
Scampl
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were protected from outside in-
fluences—including the problems
of wealth.

A bloodless coup in 1970
installed hisson, Qaboosbin Said,
asruler and the young sultan in-
troduced reforms and other mod-
ernization programs. His word,
however, is law, and he endures
none of the tabloid tattling that,
for example, the Windsors have
toinBritain.

Being new to tourism also
means that Oman does not have
packagetrips, hordes of shoppers
or coachloads of lens-faced tour-
ists.

Statuesqueforts, many built
by the Portuguese, dot the land-
scape like beacons, each guarded
by fearsome old warriors carry-
ing equally ancient Lee Enfield
rifles.

The south of Oman, blessed
by an annual monsoon, has lush
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Left: smiles from children at an oasis. Above: Portuguese forts dot
the landscape. Below: one of the many gorgeous and almost deserted

beaches on the Indian Ocean.

valleys and pastures that back
onto beaches where loggerhead
turtleslay their eggswhilewhales
and dol phinsthrash through aqua-
marine seas.
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Stretching endlessly away
into the interior isthe desert, the
indisputable Oman where the
Bedouin still use camels, sleep
under the stars and observe their
tribal law and customs with de-
votion.

Takeaday trip out there, or
spend a night or two on an orga-
nized caravan, and you' re part of
an Arabiathat hasalteredlittlein
centuries.

Mew Year
New Income!
With American
Pool Tables
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The Gazette Guide 2004 is now on sale at:

... Al the entrance to Laguna Phuket. Tel: 076-325436

41 Mimmart .....ccovrnveee.

A-One Market Place (opposite Pohice Station) ...
B LD o ipirmsmmsprsn s suisinpmsinspos s s brvagrimmies

Albatross Leisure ...........

Bangkok Phuket Hospital ... cinsereinnes
Bookazine PaOME ... i rmissiesmissmssrriisnsi
Bookstore al ROBINSONS ..o ieeeeisaceissmsssrrsss e esisaissns
Choice Foods Thailand Lid ......cmnnarresiasssms
Dl Superenamrlet i
vl s Baoetnmet s e
Dok Wil OB i it i i i s e
Bl T P T [ S S M L
D I i i pratos b A b e ek
Flintstone Bakery — Dulwich International College ......
Giift Shop - Andaman Beach Suntes ...
e 22 Patak R, Muang, Tel: 076-330530

Gift Shop — Kata Beach Resort .........

Ciift Shop ~ Merlin Beach Resort ....cccccveiennriin
Gift Shop — Novotel Phuket Resort ......cvceenvvsseinnn

Good Earth 2nd Hand Bookstore

LL.C. Language School .........cceeerervvmssrn
Julapan BOOKEIOPE .. i e i o
B TDOTEATIE L e
e 3 Rasada Rd, Phuket Town. Tel: 076-223410

Kanda Bakery ......oeeevees

Koh Kacw Supermarket ..........cooovmminmsseriasssessessmemens
o O i e il s
IR 0 B IVBIY . i i usion i sk i a8
Ma Nop BOOKSIOPE ...occcoimsiiiimssmseriismsmsimsssbissssmsnris
Man Indra Bookstone e
veene L0lIseum Theatre Building, Phuket Town, Tel: 076-256336
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Mai Indra in Black Canyon .......ccceeeeerimesrernmmssessns

TR O .. o i snbiaantnse s s S s

Pt IMIIIRRY ...... oo icremmipnsmimmsiisseanssimmmisasasisesags

Phuket Intemnational Hospital ...,

e Mear Roberta Restaurant, Beach Rd, Kamala. Tel: 076-389313
. 75/23-25 Patak Rd (Chalong Circle). Tel: 076-280089

Rim Haad Minimart ........ocoriaserenas
Rung Napa Supermarket ...........

Sawasdee MIIMANT . ... cerics e rsims e bsaenes
. Big C Supercenter. Tel: 076-249422/3

Se-Ed Book Center ....vvvenne

Se=Bi Hook Canier e s
Seng Ho BooKBIODE ... icrrisiemmassmsssriansierees
M PO LA | o binssmemeittdermsinrns et binasms e e pesbiang et i
Sunrise Coffee HOWSE ... s sssssissnsesne
The Bakery & Fresh Juice Bar ...
The Books - Phuket Town ..
The Books (RamMala) ... iasecssmaesssas
TRELTIER TR ooy s
TOp Ten SUPETTMRIKEL . ia rsesiniiiss s aiarinse i
Lol BOOKE. ....covicaimuiininisiismmsisrinie

140 baht

Whispering Cock ......

Yacht Haven / Haven Restaurant ........ccoveeevvevinsniinn.
Yacht Flaven Marmma s O i eririssociriaannais

For a list of guide retailers outside Phuket, see page 35 of this issue of the Phuket Gazette.

3/5 Moo 9, Chaofa Rd, Chalong. Tel: 076-381526

. 18/12 Moo 3, Kamala Main Rd, Tel: 076-278019
... Canal Village, Laguna Phuket, Chemgtalay. Tel: 076-27T0958
.. in the cafetenia. Tel: 076-254421

94,13 Moo 3, Kamala Beach. Tel: 076-271062
18 Bangla Rd, Patong Beach. Tel: 076-345833/4
Phuket Town. No direct telephone.

- 193 Moo &, Chaofa Rd, Chalong, Tel; 076-283158/9

17/30 Rat-U-Thit Rd, Patong Beach. Tel: 076-342275
43/1 Phang Nga Rd, Phuket Town. Tel: DT6-258040
399724 Yaowarat Rd. Tel: 076-218214

53/5 Boi Saiyuan, Moo 7, Rawai. Tel; 076-288229

67/3 Wichitsongkram Rd, Muang. Tel: 076-222210

59 Moo 2, Thepkrasattri Rd, Koh Kaew. Tel: 01-8922392
60/ 12 Rat-Utt Song Rot Pee Rd, Patong. Tel: 076-341879

Tri Trang Beach, Patong. Tel: 076-294300
Kalim Beach Rd, Patong. Tel: 076-342777
114/52 Patak Rd, Kata Beach. Tel: 076-288643

- 107713 Patak Rd, Chalong Circle. Tel: 076-280433

16/6 Chaofa Rd, Chalong Circle. Tel: 076-282254
245 Koktanod Rd, Karon, Tel; 09-7298991
1074 Moo 4, Patak BEd, Fawai (at the Circle). Tel: 076-2 8020013

59 Taina Rd, Kata Center. Tel: 076-330898
221 Moo 2, Thepkrasattri Rd {in Boat Lagoon). Tel: 076-238950
Le Merndien Phuket. Tel: 076-340480-5

517135 Moo 6, Vichisongkram Rd, Kathu (in Caltex station). Tel: 076-254199

146 Rat-Utit Song Roi Pee Rd, Patong. Tel: 076-295480

.Chaofa Rd, (opp Flintstone Bakery), 999 meters from Chalong Circle, Tel: 076-282354

304-306 Phuket Rd, Phuket Town. Tel: 076-256220

19/4% Moo ¥, Chaofa Rd, Chalong, Muang. Tel: 076-282403
31/3 Moo 8, Sakdidet Rd, T. Wichit. Tel: 076-391927
Opposite information counter. Tel: 076-249400

S8 Moo 6, Rawai, Tel; 076-288044
30-32 Jedkwan Bd. Karon. Tel: 01-6767040%

Tesco Lotus, Tel: 076-25511%

2/14-16 Montn Rd, Phuket Town. Tel: 076-211396

W Marmoft Phuket Resort and Spa, Mai Khao. Tel: 076-338000, ext 3403-5
49 Thalang Rd, Phuket Town. Tel; 076-211230

Corner of Bangla Rd and Beach Rd, Patong. Tel: 076-340107

- 43/44-45 Moo 5, Wiset Rd, Rawai, Muang, Tel: 076-280962

Phuket Boat Lagoon. Tel: 076-23894 1

~ 33-55 Phuket Road, Tel: 076-224362

127/1 Moo 3, Kamala. Tel: 076-385154
¥ Rassada Rd, Muang. Tel: 076-355233
68 Ranong Rd, Phuket Town. Tel: 076-212091

e 1 L ha20fa East Rd, Chalong. Tel: 01-9568659

cse.. Tinlay Village (at entrance to Laguna Phuket). Tel: 09-8721308
.. Mai Khao. Tel: 076-206652 / 076-20665 1

Phuket Island Marina Co Ltd. 1412 Moo 2, Ma Khao, Thalang. Tel: 076-206652

140 haht

140 baht

140 baht
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AQUARIUS (January 21-Febru-
ary 19): True love is put to the
test and any relation-

ship that is flawed /NaAA/
will fail. Thismay be # " \AV/
the chance that un-

satisfied Aquarians have been
looking for to maketheir escape.
Those celebrating abirthday this
week are advised to take care of
theparty planning. It'slikely that
afriend’ sideas about what rocks
your boat are more likely to sink
it. Thecolor purple bringsyouthe
strength to make difficult deci-
sions.

PISCES (February 20-March
20): Your self-confidence
reaches an all-time

high. There doesn’t

seem to be any chal-

lenge that Pisceans

can'triseto, and youwill befeel-
ing unusually reckless. Makethe
last week of January one to re-
member by exploiting al thisposi-
tive energy to the full. Finances
receive a boost, but you should
remember any forgotten debts,
no matter how small, before
splashing out ontreats. An Arian
friend could become much more.

ARIES (March 21-April 20): A
determined matchmaker has
been serioudly busy on
your behalf and a
walk on thewild side
leads you to discover

by Ida S &

What the future has

In store for you...

anew sideto romancethisweek-
end. Single Arians could soon be
saying goodbyeto their indepen-
dence. If thisisfine, thereisnoth-
ing to lose by plunging into deep
water. If you prefer to travel
aone, thiscould betheright time
to book a one-way ticket.

TAURUS (April 21-May 21):
The heat builds up where career
and work are con-

cerned. Those born

under the sign of Tau-

rusmay findit hard to

keep up with the many changes
that are fast coming to the boil.
Deep down, you should realize
that it’s time to move on and
leave a rather stagnant situation
behind. This year will see most
Taureansfinally having their tal-
entstruly appreciated. Your lucky
number thisweek isnine.

GEMINI (May 22-June 21): A
much-needed opportunity to re-
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lax comes your way
this weekend. This 69

may take the form of

a simple afternoon

chilling by the pool or asurprise
sailing trip. In any event, those
born under the sign of Gemini
should not use work as areason
to refuse. There's nothing that
can't be delayed for a couple of
daysand you will definitely ben-
efit from some time spent doing
nothing in particular.

CANCER (June 22-July 23):
Your transmission is stuck tem-
porarily inreverseand
no matter how hard
you try to shift into
first gear, thisweek is
not the right time to make
progress. It could bethat the plan-
ets are encouraging you to sit
back and contemplate whether
you are heading in the right di-
rection. Cancerians should now
focuson how to extend therange

HOTELE MO LESOATE
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of possibilities. More choiceswill
mean more freedom.

LEO (July 24-August 22): Those
born under the sign of Leo will
be using their imagi-

nation to good advan-

tage this week. What
appearedtobeanim-

possible dream last year now ap-
pears strongly feasible, but you
will need to seek expert advice
before putting it into practice.
Tuesday and Wednesday are
low-energy days when you
shouldn’t force yourself to do
more than necessary. Sagittarius
is gathering confidence to make
an approach.

VIRGO (August 23-September
23): Positive astrological influ-
ences mean that
Virgoans are able to

take a few risks this

week. If you have

been considering whether it's
time to seek promotion at work
or take on new projects, there's
no timelike the present for mak-
ing that move. In the field of ro-
mance, a relationship is set to
blossom and you may soon beon
the threshold of serious commit-
ment. The color amber will bring
you luck.

LIBRA (September 24-October
23): An adventurous journey is
forecast for Librans
thisweekend. Regard-
less of whether thisﬁ
takes the shape of a
jungletrek or aroadtrip to previ-

ously unexplored territory, you
will benefit from exposureto the

unknown. Planetary influences
are about to sharpen your in-
stincts. Asthisweek unfolds, oth-
ers are surprised by your newly
honed ahility to get straight to the
heart of the matter. Thursday is
your best day for making offers.

SCORPIO (October 24-Novem-
ber 22): Potential new friendsare
standing in the shad-

ows, just waiting to be
introduced to you. As

January draws to a

close, many Scorpioswill be ex-
panding their social circlestoin-
clude people who will have a
leading part to play in their fu-
tures. You will be considering
waysof changing your homesitu-
ation. If thisinvolvesbuying prop-
erty, there are signs that impetu-
ousdecisions should be avoided.
The number five has special
meaning on Monday.

SAGITTARIUS (November 23-
December 21): Creative and ar-
tistic skills are highlighted this
week. But not every

scheme you hatch is
guaranteed to be fer-

tile, so keep someeggs

on oneside. Your reputation asa
good listener isspreading, but you
won't want to hear everything
that one person wants to say.
Putting your foot down now will
help to avert asore ear later. If a
romanticrelaionshipisfailing, you
should know deep down what
needs to be done.

CAPRICORN (December 22-
January 20): Financial disagree-
ments could disturb your peace
of mind thisweekend.

There doesn’t appear

to be any easy an-

swer. Another
person’sidea of what isfair just
isn’t the same asyours. Cautious
Capricorns will think of a com-
promise that suits all concerned,
rather than spark a situation that
could turninto arift that can’'t be
closed. Any new health regime
that you adopt thisweek is set to
succeed.

‘My family depends
on me, thankfully | can
depend on my
health care cover

Look after your family from

as little as 10 baht a day.
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THE FAMILY

Can you find the seven
differences between the
two cartoons below? And
can you find them faster
than the rest of the family?

Brain Buster!!

Q. A girl whowaslearningtodrivewent
down a one-way street thewrong way,
but didn’t break thelaw. How come?

‘Bupjemsemays v

Solution to last
week’s Crossword

Answers to last

week’s Monster Quiz

1. Lady Godiva; 2. William of Oc-
cam; 3. George Orwell; 4. Albrecht
Direr; 5. Sir Walter Raleigh; 6.
Leonardo daVinci; 7. King Asoka;
8. Napoleon Bonaparte; 9. Win-
ston Churchill; 10. Catherine the
Gresat of Russig; 11. William Blake;
12. Francois Rabelais; 13. Eurip-
ides; 14. Madame Curig; 15. Jo-
seph-Michel and Jacques-Etienne
Montgolfier; 16. Octavian; 17.
Robert Falcon Scott; 18. Julius
Caesar; 19. King Louis XIV of
France; 20. Kemal Ataturk.

ters.

.
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Get your brain
[ [}
in gear with the <o
Monster Quiz s
1.  Which country is the 8. What do Tal, Alekhineand cois-Marie Arouet better
world's oldest surviving Capablanca have in com- known?
ic? ?
republic? ron 16.  Who failed to finish The
2. How many bytesarethere 9. WhatdidPubliusQuinctilius Mystery of Edwin
inakilobyte? Varus do in 9 AD? Drood?
3.  Which country was _ 17. Dr Joseph Bell was the
foundedin 18677 10. Wheat did Stanley Ponsand real-life model for which
Martin Fleischman claimto fictional character?
4. Whichcountryisofficialy haveinvented in 1989?
led by a dead man? 18. Of the 206 bones in the
. : 11. In aURL, which country human body, how many
>. \LNa?.'Ch countrf;;_ st;lll Ihas does “.tv" refer to? aretherein the hands, fest,
in ,?S an otficial fan- wrists and ankles?
guage: 12.  Fromwhich direction does
sition was Q° latitude, 0° _ And he stoppeth one of
longitude, where would 13- Where would you find three.” Three what?
you be? malleus, incus and stapes?
20. Theatabal, bocu, darabu-
7. Jdulius, Arthur, Leonard 14. The caduceus is the sym- kaand rebolo areall types
and Herbert were thereal bol of which profession? what?
names of which famous
brothers? 15. By what name was Fran- Answers next week
Never a
Cross Word!
Across
1. Old German currency.
7. State between Indiana
and Pennsylvania.
8. Means, opportunity and
*kkkkx,
9. Definitely not science.
10. Imitation.
13. Intellectual.
15. Request.
18. Two-part bathing suit.
19. Notall.
20. Bin Laden’s current
home?
i e
PATONG
Down o
(=
2. Oldanesthetic, ; e (G2
ter. Learn English - from 8oos —//m
4, A mixture of two or ; i
more. Teach English - TEFL training 27 5008
5. Neoisit'shero {IATEFL & Thai TESOL member)
6. Moon or Ping’ for ex- O 120+ hour 4-week TEFL course is fully accredited and
ample, approwved by tha Thai Ministry of Education, We are Phukst's
9. Stomach muscles. in only TEFL provider offering succasstul trainees theair first paid
) ’ oppadunity info tha workd of English feaching,
short.
11. Hairy Himalayan ox. ;
12. From Gdansk, maybe. Exceed your expectations
14. Boss. Patong Language School Karon Language School
16. Country north of Jor- Aroonsom Square, Patong Karon Plaza. Patak Road
dan. Kathu, Phukst B3150 Haran, Phukat 83150
17. Where to take the wa- Teed O TE34 0373 Fax O 7832 0873 Tal O 7839 B2E2 Fax 0 763D 8283
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Dear Momma Duck,

| hear alot about Thai culture, but
| still don’t know that much about it. Re-
cently someone told me that a famous
Thai ajarn (teacher) once actually
wrote down a set of rules for how Thai
women should behave and that histeach-
ings were actually part of Thai school
curriculum.

| was told that Thai women were
once expected to prostrate themselves
in front of their husbands and request
permission before coming into bed. Is
that true? Who wasthe scholar? |n what
year did he write these rules?

Isthereacopy availablein English?
Do the rules still have relevance to
women in modern Thai society?

Befuddled in Bang Tao

Dear Befuddled,

Thereisindeed abook whichtried
to teach Thai women how to develop
“ideal female behavior”. It was — natu-
rally —written by aman and represented
an ideal in the eyes of a Thai man.

A Maxim for Ladies (Ovaht
Krasattri), was written in 1844 by
Sunthorn Phu, afamous Thai poet, and
some of his writings still form part of
the school curriculum.

His advice to women till contin-
uesto bewistfully cited by Thai roman-

tics, again mostly men. |
would liketo quotefrom his
writing, repeated in abook
called Culture Shock!
written by my friendsNan-
thapa and Robert Cooper.
“Walk slowly. While
walking, do not swing your
arms too much. Do not
sway your breasts and do
not run fingersthroughyour

A boot from the elephant’s hind legs

has changed, though in
modern Thai society wo-
men are still seen asinfe-
rior by many men.

One common meta-
phor is that Thai women
are“thehindlegsof theel-
ephant,” whichimpliesthat
they are equal to men in
terms of economic contri-
bution but that their proper

hair. Don't talk ... Do not
dtareat anyone, particularly
a man, to the point where
he can tell what’sgoing on
in your mind. Do not run
after men. Love and be
faithful to your husband. Be
humbleinfront of your hus-
band.

“When your hushand goesto bed, wai
him at his feet every night without fail.
When he has aches and pains, massage
him, then you may go to sleep. Get up be-
fore your husband and prepare water for
him to wash.

“Whileyour husbandiseating, sitand
watch him nearby so that when he needs
something he does not have to raise his
voice. Wait until he finishes before you
eat.”

This, of course, represents a man’'s
fantasy and awoman’s nightmare. Much

Momma

DUCK

By Wanida Hongyok

place is at the back, sup-
porting their men.

On the positive side,
an articleinthe November
issue of Elle magazine re-
ports that 59% of Thai
women are “open to new
waysof thinking” and “are
proud of themselves’.

Thisis the second highest figure in
Asia, after India. In general terms, 47%
of women responded that they are very
happy with their lives.

| believe that thisis because we can
stand on our own financial feet. Another
factor isthat women are constantly learn-
ing and are more open to new things. This
includes being broad-minded and getting
along with other peopleeasily.

Intoday’s Thailand, most of the Thai
women | know clearly think that Thai men
need to make considerable adjustments,

especially in how they think about
women, and that there should be truly
equal rightsin law for both sexes.

| think that the majority of Thai
women know how to love and respect
themsel ves and are optimistic and ready
to accept changes. | till respect the Thai
way of life, customs and traditions and
believe that this can be done without
accepting an inferior position in society.

For example, the wai before bed
timeishardly practiced by modern Thai
women but they do, by and large, till
respect their husbands.

In my opinion, we have become
superwomen, fulfilling many rolesin our
day-to-day lives, many more than most
men. We are now liberated to enjoy bet-
ter prospects and are spreading our
wingsof freedom in many ways. Tofol-
low outmoded, male chauvinist practices
is not the way to amodern Thailand.

By and large, Thai women are
empowered in the main economic and
career sectors, except for the powerful
provincial/district governing structures
and police. These last bastions of male
supremacy must change.

Inthe socia sector, although much
has changed, dual standards relating to
sex still reign. Thailand can only benefit
from women taking an equal placein a
modern but still Thai society.

Thedanger sof tobacco, lemmingsand ponies

eet Johnson. He's
14, male—or so he
appears (some-
timesthere’sjust no
telling). Johnsonisastudent with
an active socia life. Or for the
most part he is — a student with
anactivesocid lifethat is, not just
amale. He does not drink alco-
hol, does not smoke substances
of any kind—and helikes ponies.

Whatever the case, Johnson
isdifferent. Heisnot just another
“casualty of social conformity” —
in fact there is a biological term
to describe exactly what heisn't.
Heis not alemming.

For those of you who don’t
get Discovery Channel, lem-
mings are little rodents in
Scandinavia that have a habit of
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following each other in running off
cliffs and other forms of mind-
|ess, self-destructive behavior. If
onelemming does something stu-
pid — such as smoke or drink —
other lemmingsautomaticaly fol-
low suit.

It's important to note that
real lemmings do not actually
smoke or drink. This is just an
analogy. Instead, inredl life, lem-
mings do things like forming
Harley gangs, terrorizing the cor-
ridors of Norwegian houses by
speeding along them, and gener-
ally causing mayhem.

Why do people want to
emulate lemmings, following
each other in such undesirable
indulgences, or for that matter, in
desirable indulgences? If aman
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likes cheesecake and were to
consumeit all day, hell, all week
long, would it make Johnson
strange not to do likewise?

| submit that he would still
be normal even if he failed to
conform to such behavior. How-
ever, asisthe current case, should
Johnson not conform by refusing
to taking up drinking and smok-
ing, he is dubbed an oddity and
comes under pressure to follow,
lemming-like.

That’snot right. Socia pres-
sures which tend to appear most
often in societies that have free-
dom of choice, arefickle. Infact,
they are caused by this freedom
of choice, as social pressures e-
mergefrom popular activitiesthat
many peopleindulgein.

Yet the minority who
choose not to indulge find that
their freedom of choiceisperhaps
not as free as they would like.
They find the rest of society
breathing down their necks — or
inone of thiscase exhaling smoke
down their necks, a sight more
frightening than the exhal ation of
normal breath.

Conformity to popular socid
idealsisn’'t alwaysabad thing, a
case in point being extremist

By Eric Lacey

types — you know, the “cool”
peoplewho are awaystrying that
much harder to be different, yet
till smokeand drink.

Just listen to theteen-angst-
laden lyrics of “alternative” mu-
sic that MTV constantly blud-
geons us with. One man in par-
ticular that | know comesto mind
when | think of this. He makes
me sick. We shall call him But-
tercup, because beneath every-
thing he tried so hard to make
himself appear to be, that’sall he
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really is — alittle queer-looking
and an easily-trodden-upon flow-
er. Except that he isnot as pretty
as aflower.

Buttercup is completely
nonsensical inhisaversonto“so-
cia pressures’, deliberately not
following them so as to appear
“different”, when really he'sjust
another buttercup.

Johnsonisnothing like But-
tercup. He is unaffected by the
need to be “different” when he
chooses not to drink or smoke —
or when he rides a pony. He
knows the health risks related to
al three activities — he learned
them at a tender age when his
great grandfather was riding a
pony and got eaten by one.

Johnson is sensible in his
approach to non-conformity to
socia pressures. He doesengage
insome popular activities: helis-
tensto horrible rap music, reads
boring books like Harry Potter
and he makes fun of our friend
Buttercup.

Thus it is logical that you
simply cannot force yourself to
follow certain conformitiesin so-
ciety today becausethey just are.
By not following them, you effec-
tively end up excluded from so-
ciety: not watching the news, not
reading books, not talking to
people and most likely roaming
around the countryside partaking
in al manner of risky activities,
such aspony riding.

Fellow membersof society,
there is a very serious point be-
ing made here. Please do not take
offense, but realize that this re-
flectsonly what an objectivelook
at society has uncovered: those
damn ponies be demons.
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hat’s right! The Rus-

siansareindeed coming

and they arewasting no

time. If you think back
just 15 years ago, the Soviet
Union was just coming to an end
and our friend, Mr Yeltsin, was
dancing and boozing hisway to-
wards what was known as “re-
form.”

IN1972, | visited the Soviet
Union — ajourney, | can assure
you, very few were taking at the
time. | was actually arrested
therefor committing the crime of
getting onto the wrong train and
was placed under house arrest for
two days.

When | say house arrest, |
was in the finest hotel in Mos-
cow. As | was a student at the
time, they didn’t want to give me
the wrong impression. What |
most remember — other than the
friendliness of the people —was
that the whole country could be
best described as film noir.
There was a dark, sinister de-
pression about the place.

The simple act of farting
was considered “harmful to the
State”. Walking down any street
in Moscow was almost impos-
sible because everyone wanted
to buy your jeansor your Ameri-
can dollars — and was prepared
to pay afortune for both.

The population, on the
whole, was downtrodden and
permanently forlorn. They
seemed happy, but in the same
way aprisoninmate can convince
himself of happiness.

It was a country of queues.
You queued up for everything.
Russian women had constructed
awholesocial subcultureand be-
havior that had the queue as its
central theme.

The reality was that there
was nothing really worth join-
ing a queue for. “Produce” was
nothing but a dribble of barely
ediblerubbish, kept in antiquated
coolers and all purchased with
the ruble, at the time nothing
more than an economic practi-
cal joke.

Going to the Bolshoi ballet
wasthe equivalent of attending a
rock concert. Brezhnev was in
power and Nixon was his West-
ern playmate. Both had an unbe-
lievable amount of nuclear hard-
ware pointed at each other —and
both had dysfunctional, corrupt
personalities.

That | am here, writing this,
without a urine-colored nuclear
haze surrounding me is truly
amazing. Boy, how things have
changed.

| was sitting in my local
the other night when in walked
five huge pink men followed by
five tall, stunning women, all
half the men’s age — a combi-
nation not uncommon here, ex-
cept that these women were
Caucasian.

The men were of the type
that have more hair on the back
of their necksthan ontheir heads.
Anyway, in they walked, to be
greeted by the host who, asusual,
wasdisarmingly charming.

“Good evening, ladies and
gentlemen. How arewetonight?’

“EAT!" barked one of the
men.

“1 beg your pardon, sir?”’

The Russans are coming'

“We want eat food. You
have food?’

“Well sir, by an immense
stroke of luck on your part, we
areboth standing in arestaurant.”

“FISH!!” came another
bark.

“1 beg your pardon, sir.”

“FISH!! You have fish?’

“Yes indeed Sir, we have
lovely fish.”

“SHOW ME!!”

“Show you? Thefish or the
menu, sir?’

You get the drift of how
things were going to go. After a
short period of indecision, highly
animated conversation and argu-
ment among themselves, they
agreed to sit. Menus were hand-
ed out and general confusion be-
gantoreign.

“FISH!I!”

Oh, not thisguy again.

“Bring mefish.”

“Very good, sir, but would
you liketo order winefirst?’

“Nowine. CHIWAS! Wine
is SHEET.” Came the reply

“1 beg you pardon, sir?’

“CHEEWAS!!” He bel-
lowed. “We are wanting Chee-
was.”

“Oh! You mean Chivas, sir.
Chivaswhisky.”

Itissaidthe Russianstry to
emulate the French but at adis-
tance of 50 years. Not only did
they drink Chivas, they drank the
wholedistillery.

Rounds and rounds of Chi-
vas were set upon the table, fol-
lowed by entire schools of FISH,
FISH and more FISH.

Asthe “Cheewas’ flowed,
the tempo started to pick up at
the table and so did the volume.
The five Russian men started to
roar with laughter at any excuse.

DOWNSDER

By Geor ge Bentick

The waiter appeared again
and asked if anyone would like
to order dessert.

“FISH!!” echoed the reply.

“No, sir. | mean, would you
like something sweet?’

“What! You also is have
sweet fish?’

A roar of laughter rose up
fromthetable, with alot of back-
dlapping. They were now in full
swing. Throughall this, however,
the women sat motionless, as if
caught inthe headlights.

Thisscenariowasobvioudy
played out at every meal or ev-
ery social interaction, for that
matter. By now, the men were
starting to include the restaurant
staff in their “Cheewas joy.”

Slowly, what had started off
as a dark Pasternak novel was
now afull-oninfectiousgood time.
Theboyswereinfull throttle, the
women were rolling their eyes.

The Cheewas market had
been cornered and all was well
withtheworld. Othersintheres-
taurant, who had earlier looked
down on the whole situation,
found themselves swept upinthe
interaction. Everyone was now
having ariot.

This was a long way from
the Russians of old. Gonewasthe
vodka-and-potato mentality andin
had come the malt whisky and
fine dining. This was the new
Russian, affluent beyond their
dreamsand fedling stunned by the
experience, unsure how to flaunt
their new-found wealth by means
other than designer labels and
expensive scotch.

The bill arrived and — you
guessed it — nothing short of an
interrogation broke out, with the
waiter standing inthefiring line,
sheet-white with fear.

A mass of calculationswas
thrown back and forth acrossthe
tableuntil finally the largest wad
of US currency | have ever seen
appeared from the pocket of one
of the gentlemen.

He started to pedl bill after
bill from hisroll and, withit, left
the largest tip the restaurant has
ever received.

With this, the whole place
brokeinto a Thai-Russo love-in,

and that’s the heart of this com-
mentary. What started as a play-
ground bully session ended nicely.
No Evil Empire here.

Russians are warm, funny,
gregarious, generous people, just
alittle out of placein alifestyle
that was unavailable to them un-
til fairly recently. Asthey left, they
crushed the waiters with bear
hugs and went out, laughing.

As they left, one waiter
thanked them very much.

“GOOD TO EAT YOUR
CHEEWAS AND GOOD TO
DRINK YOUR FISH!” came

thereply.
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Promotethevauein each vote

One has to feel alittle sorry for Pol Gen Vasana Puemlarp, Chair-
man of the Election Commission of Thailand (ECT), whosejobitis
toinvestigate all allegations of misdeedsin all elections throughout
the nation.

Listening to his patient explanations at a recent seminar in
Phuket, it was plain that he has come under firefrom al quartersfor
moving too slowly to declare disputed el ections either |egitimate or
void.

He and his team are still ploughing through 1,500 complaints
arising from 715 elections held last year. Thisyear heisfacing four
timesthat number of el ectionswhich, if 2003 isanything to go by, will
mean that no fewer than 6,000 complaints of allegedly nefarious ac-
tivitieswill haveto be examined.

Itiswidely recognized that many of the complaints madeto the
ECT arefiled by bad |osers. Often the complaints have no chance of
being upheld, but theirritation they cause must bring great satisfac-
tionto the complainants.

The ECT issurely aware of thisand, it might be argued, would
bejustified inthrowing such complaintsin thetrashcan after the most
cursory of examinations. Thefact that it doesnot do soisagood sign
that at least this part of the Thai democratic systemisworkingandis
being taken seriously.

On the downside, the lengthy wait for judgment means that
many local authorities will be able to deliver only the most basic of
services to the communities they are supposed to serve.

But thisissurely one of the costs of democracy. If the commis-
sion alowsitsalf to be rushed into delivering itsjudgment, mistakes
will be made and greater numbers of corrupt politicianswill be able
to hold onto their ill-gotten seats and all the returns they expect to
accrue from their “investments’ in winning. The ECT must stick to
itsguns, not to be swayed from its purpose by public impatience, nor
lose sight of the reasons for its existence.

It is aso to be hoped that the government — not renowned for
itsdeep well of patience—will refrain from ordering the ECT to take
shortcuts. If the government does take any action, it should be to
help the commission by allocating sufficient resourcesto allow it do
itsjob properly and promptly.

The short-term inconvenience will be far outweighed by the
medium- and long-term gains for the country that will come with
having men and women of good will and good moral fiber elected to
positions that so deeply affect essential servicesto society.

— The Editor
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The Gazette is pleased to receive mail from read-
ers. Please write to us at 367/2 Yaowarat Rd,
Amphur Muang, Phuket 83000, fax to 076-213971
or send an email to editor@phuketgazette.net

Secr et dealsbehind
‘no-show’ bar scene

The gangs of sex show touts at
the entrance to Soi Seadragon
damage business for the whole
street. It was the busiest street
in Patong. Now it is one of the
quietest.

“No-show” a-go-gobars in
Patong first had to removeall the
dancing poles. Then, after pay-
ment of a “fee,” they could be
replaced. People were told to
keep doors closed — then to keep
them wide open.

Most damaging of all was
the enforcement of a*“no-bikini”
edict, especially unfair when
Bangkok, Chiang Mai and Pat-
taya till have bikinisin their a
go-go bars. As most people say,
“You can see more on the beach,
only 100 meters away.”

Local police and Tourist
Police know which bars are per-
forming sex shows and use this
knowledge.

Early thismonth, asmall &
go-go bar in Soi Seadragon was
caught providing a sex show but
after paying a“fee” reopened the
next evening with more sex
shows.

Almost every week, a Soi
Seadragon doorman is arrested
for having sex show menus yet,
after paying a500-baht fine, goes
straight back to work.

Doormen are paid 10 baht
to 50 baht commission for each
customer and often (possibly un-
known to the bar’s owner) they
also charge the customers 250
baht to 500 baht to see sex shows
(three fast shows that last no
longer than five minutes, total).
That explains why there are so
many doormen.

The “no-show a-go-go”

bars can’t compete with the sex

shows, even though the sex

shows are operated with a*“here
today gone tomorrow” attitude.

You you farang

Patong

Early closingtimes
behind thetimes

The suggestion of cutting short
opening hours at Patong night
spotsistaking astep into thedark
ages.

As a regular visitor to
Patong, | keep coming back for
its natural beauty, wonderful
people and — to complete the
package — Patong’s amazing
nightlife, whereyou can meet the
friendliest peopleintheworld.

Inthevery few other coun-
tries where closing times have
beenreinedin, thepolicy did not
achieve the desired result. In-
stead, it created a lull in the
evening, during which peoplewith
nowhere to go for entertainment
got up to mischief.

Moreimportantly, many lo-
cal people needlessly lost their
jobs.

| call on the government to
listen to the community onthisis-
sue and help the wonderful
people of Phuket by leaving

things as they are.
DavidKély
Melbourne

A disaster looms

If Patong closesat midnight it will

be a disaster for the bars and

tourism. Phuket is certainly a

pretty place but most tourists
comefor the night life.

Wide awake

Patong

with your views for publication in our next issue.
We reserve the right to edit all letters. Pseud-
onyms are acceptable only if your full name and
address are supplied.

Out gothelightsfor
Phuket nightlife

Looks like the Thaksin govern-
ment isimplementing itsnew law
and order policy. It'sdetrimental
to the whole tourism industry in
Thailand.

Why? The government has
taken the wrong approach to ap-
plying law and order to drugsand
socia responsibility. It'sgoingto
cost jobs and hurt tourism.

Concerned foreign tourist

Stay-away promise
of midnight closing

| visited Phuket in December and
January and thought the nightlife
was great.
| was planning another trip
inJune, but if the government in-
troduces midnight closing, | will
not return to Phuket.
Isthe Thai government try-
ingtokill thetourist industry?
Nigel Flitter
United Kingdom

Nightlifeisthereal
beauty of Phuket

The Governor of Phuket must be
living in a fantasy world if he
thinks most tourists go to Phuket
for its natural beauty.

Most people | know who
travel to Phuket go there because
of the culture and nightlife.

They think theidandisfilthy
and spoiled, but enjoy thenightlife
and the crazy, care-free atmo-
sphere. | think 2amisavery rea
sonabletimeto closethebarsand

clubs.
Adam Hend

Australia

L etters conveying views and suggestions are published here. Those seeking comment from government
officials and/or business owners are published in Issues & Answers on the facing page.
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How much boozeistoo much?

ANSWERS

Want to know how to get something done? Can’t
understand some of the dafter things that seem
to go on in Phuket? Want to pitch an idea to
Phuket’s authorities or institutions? Then this is
the forum for you. Submit your queries or
suggestions to us and we’ll ask the appropriate
people to respond to them.

With the police getting serious
about drinking and driving | would
liketo know: How much canyou
actually enjoy over how many
hours (your body burnsacertain
quantity of alcohol per hour) be-
foreyou passthelegal limit? Does
anyone have a table or rule of
thumb?
Steen Erik Jansen
Patong

Ampaipan Pawawattananu-
sorn, of the Phuket Provincial
Health Office, replies:

| would advise peoplenot to
drink any alcohol at all if they in-
tend to drive. But if you feel you
must drink, arule of thumbisas
follows;

In the two hours before
driving, adriver should not con-
sume, inthefirst hour, morethan
two cans or small bottles of beer,
or four cans or small bottles of
light beer, or six 15cc tots of li-
quor mixed with soda, or two 80cc
glasses of wine.

In the second hour, the
driver should not drink morethan
half of these amounts.

You should understand that

Write to: The Phuket Gazette, 367/2 Yaowarat Rd, Muang,
Phuket 83000. Fax 076-213971, or submit your issue at
www.phuketgazette.net

the effects of alcohol differ from
one person to another. For ex-
ample, some people who limit
their intake to the amounts men-
tioned abovemay still beover the
legal limitif breathalyzed.

Pol Lt Col Teeraphol Thipja-
roen, Deputy Superintendent
and Chief of Traffic Police at

Phuket Town Police Sation,
notes:

The legal limit is 50 milli-
grams/percent in the driver’s
breath. If his breath contains
morethan 50 milligrams, he will
be prosecuted.

The maximum penalty is
three months in jail, afine of up
to 10,000 baht, or both.

A horror of mosquitoes

| was staying recently at aresort
in Patong, and the area was full
of mosquitoes at night, even
though the ponds and even the
flower vases have small fish in
them.

It is unbearable. The mos-
guitoeseven seemgetintotheair-
conditioned rooms.

As you know, disease can
be spread by mosquitoes. | hope
the health authorities in Phuket
can do something before thereis
an epidemic.

Frustrated tourist
Singapore

Amphet Chatpunyanon, As-
sistant Chief of Health and
Environment with the Patong
Municipality, replies:

First of al you haveto know
which type of mosguito comesout
to feed when.

If they are mosguitoes that
come out at night then they are
most likely to be what we call

“annoying mosquitoes’ (scien-
tific name Culex Tritaeniorhyn-
chus).

Thetypeyou should bewor-
ried about are not these but the
onesthat come out during the day-
time, which are the yellow-fever
mosquitoes.

| think that the mosquitoes
that tourists complain about are
mostly the normal annoying mos-
quitoes.

Why do hotelshave so many
mosquitoes? It's because they
plant so many trees and other
flora. Annoying mosquitoes like
the shade and darkness that the
flora provides so they can repro-
duce.

You a so need to understand
that our sewage systemisnot fully
developed and, on top of that,
thereis still alot of construction
in Patong. Standing water, even
in bottle caps, provides an envi-
ronment where mosquitoes can

lay their eggs.

One-year permit to stay

| am married to a Thai man and
have a one-year permit to stay
based on this fact.
| havefound ajob and have
been issued with a work permit.
| read recently inthe Gazette that
anyoneworking in Thailand and
receiving a salary of less than
35,000 baht [in the case of a
Swedish citizen, which | am],
cannot obtain a one-year permit.
My permit to stay is not
based on thefact that | work, but
onthefact that | an marriedto a
Thai. Doesthismean | can work
for lessthan 35,000 baht and still
keep my one-year permit?
Sara Ceedigh

Pol Capt Krissarat Nuesen,
Deputy Inspector of the Phu-
ket Provincial Immigration
Office (PP10O), responds:

Theregulationsfor consid-
ering aone-year permit for afor-
eign woman, based on marriage
toaThai, aredifferent from those
for a man applying on the basis
of being married to a Thai wo-
man.

In the foreign man’s case,
it ismore complicated —we take
hissalary into consideration.

In the case of a foreign
woman, however, the salary is
irrelevant to the qualificationsfor
aone-year permit.

We have reduced the mos-
quito population in communities
by going in and overturning or
emptying water in placeslikely to
provide an environment where
mosquito larvae can thrive.

Although that reduced the
yellow-fever mosquitoes, now we
have to find a way to dea with
the popul ation of annoying mos-
quitoes.

We sympathize with people
who call usto tell us about mos-
quito problems, but places like
hotels are private property and
the owners are therefore respon-
sible — they are the ones who
must ensure there is no standing
water.

If they want assistance,
they can contact usfor adviceon
how to deal with mosquito prob-
lemsat their hotel.

Meanwhile, you should use
mosquito repellent and avoid
wearing dark clothing, which
tends to attract mosquitoes.

Missing dog

Our dog, Bentley, disappeared
recently. We are offering a re-
ward of 25,000 baht, which is
being advertised in the Phuket
Gazette. What else can we do?
Michael Seely

Thalang

Pol Maj Cherdpong Chiew-
preecha of Phuket Town Po-
lice Station replies:

You can report your dog as
missing at your local police sta-
tion. You should provideasmuch
information about your dog as
you can, including aphoto of him,
to help officersin looking out for
him.

STATE% MARKETS

By Thitinan Pongsudhirak

Assessing violencein
Thalland's Degp South

he most recent spate of violencein Thailand’s southernmost

provinces of Narathiwat, Pattani and Yala has |eft the gov-

ernment of Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra in a quan-

dary. Quelling such violence requires areliable assessment
of its sources. Were the violent attacks against Thai official installa-
tionsmere acts of banditry? Or did they originate from longstanding
separatist movements? Or perhaps they had something to do with
terrorism undertaken by elementstied to Jemaah Islamiyah (J), the
regional outpost of Al-Quaeda?

The answers to these questions are crucial to the Thaksin
government’s appropriate and effective response. Failure to assess
theinstability in the Deep South correctly could backfire and eventu-
ally wind up asaliability to Thailand’'s overall economy.

It isdifficult to overlook the organization, coherence, strategy
and level of force employed in the most recent attacks. Soon after
New Year, 20 state-owned and operated schoolsin Narathiwat were
torched in unison, while a military camp in the same province was
looted almost simultaneoudly, with four army sentriesbeing killed.

Evidence suggests that the perpetrators numbered at least a
few dozen and that they had planned their operations carefully. Just
days after the attacks in Narathiwat, Pattani was shaken by bomb
blaststhat took the lives of two police bomb disposal experts. Hours
later, a police station in Yala was attacked.

These acts of violence involved the theft of small arms belong-
ing to the Thai army and police. Thisled some officialsto conclude
that bandits were responsible, that the stolen arms were proof of the
culprits commercia motives. Leading government officialswerequick
todismissany link to regional terrorism, masterminded by JI, which
has caused havoc in Southeast Asiain recent months.

However, the severity and relative frequency of the violence
did not fit the “banditry” explanation. The four army sentries who
werekilled in Narathiwat had their throats slit. The heinous nature of
that act isinconsistent with past patterns of small arms thefts.

A MORE CONVINCING EXPLANATION

A more convincing explanation wasthat separatist movements,
including the Gerakan Mujahideen Islam Pattani (GMIP), were be-
hind the attacks. Separatists such as those from the GMIP have
committed violencein the South periodically in the name of aninde-
pendent state and in protest at various policies from officialdom in
Bangkok. It would not be surprising if they were the culprits.

Yet the timing and targets of the attacks beg further questions.
Separatistswere placated and re-integrated into Thai society through
an amnesty program in the 1980s. No pretext exists to suggest why
they would renew acall for anindependent state at thistime. A more
worrying explanation hasto do with international terrorism. The ar-
restin August of Hambali, aringleader of JI, followed by Thailand's
closer dliance with the US in the latter’s war on terror, may have
made Thailand a more attractive target for regional terrorists.

The Deep South, predominantly populated by Thai Mudlimswho
may have felt alienated by recent government policies, is a fertile
areafor terroriststo operate. If alink to regional terrorism shows up
in the near future, the recent spate of violence should be of utmost
concern to Thai officials. Terrorists are naturally dedicated. If they
can bomb and torch the state’s southern installations, they can com-
mit the same acts of violence elsewhere in Thailand, where condi-
tionsare suitable.

That would put a brake on the government’s various programs
to promote rapid economic growth. A blast in Phuket or Bangkok
would also devastate tourism and deter foreign investment.

M ECHANISMS FOR AIRING GRIEVANCES

To pre-empt the escalation of such violence, it is essential for
the government to improveitsintelligence to ascertain the sources of
discontent in the South. Since the government disbanded the South-
ern Border Provinces Administrative Center and the Combined 43
Civilian-Police-Military Command in favor of increased powersfor
the National Security Council and the National Police Office, the
situation in the Deep South has deteriorated markedly.

Thesetwo bodieswereinstrumental in airing and resolving the
grievances of southern Muslims. What's more, Bangkok’s repres-
sive tactics, including its violent war on drugs and dark influences,
have resulted in a growing list of Muslim grievances. Indeed, the
government’seffort to exert political control over the South by using
the police force asinstruments of policy may well have backfired.

A way forward in handling the violenceisto re-establish medi-
ating bodies such as the Southern Border Provinces Administrative
Center and the Combined 43 Civilian-Police-Military Command.

The writer is a lecturer in the Department of International Rela-
tions, Faculty of Political Science, Chulalongkorn University.




20 PHUKET GAZETTE

FEATURES

January 24 - January 31, 2004

hefirst word you'd reach for in

trying to describe Bill Bryson

would probably be“genia”. He

is one of the great modern day
travel writers. Unlike some such as Paul
Theroux or VS Naipaul who thrive on
being nasty, Bryson doesn’t seem to have
amean bonein his body.

Hisnarrative styleishumorous, laid
back and conversational — traits very
much shared by his fellow American
Mark Twain. He is best known for his
travel bookson Great Britain, the United
States and Australia: Notes froma Small
Island, Notes from a Big Country and
Down Under.

But healso hasascholarly bent and
haswritten avery perceptive book about
the English language, Mother Tongueand
another about recent US history, Made
in America.

His latest book, A Short History of
Nearly Everything (Doubleday, London,
2003, 515pp) wasthreeyearsin the mak-
ing and continues on this scholarly vein.
It is nothing less than a compendium of
the latest scientific knowledge in astro-
physics, cosmology, geology, biology and
paleontol ogy.

He pored through a staggering
amount of research —hisnotesand bibli-
ography total 75 pages—and traveled all

over Europe, the US and Australia track-
ing down and interviewing leading experts
intheir fields.

He has excavated
thousands of nuggets of fas-
cinating information and de-
scribed fondly the wild ec-
centricitiesof their discovers.

Here he is, for ex-
ample, on Issac Newton:
“Newton was a decidedly
odd figure—brilliant beyond
measure, but solitary, joyless,
prickly to the point of para-
noia, famously distracted
(upon swinging his feet out
of bed in the morning, he
would reportedly sit for hours, immobi-
lized by the sudden rush of thoughts to
his head) and capable of the most rivet-
ing strangeness.”

Bryson opens his book with aword
of welcome to hisreader and congratul a-
tionsthat heisalive:

“Not one of your ancestors was
squashed, devoured, drowned, starved,
stuck fast, untimely wounded or otherwise
deflected fromitslife’squest of delivering
atiny charge of genetic material to the
right partner at the right moment to per-
petuate the only possible sequence of he-
reditary combinations that could result —
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By JamesEckardt

Everything about Nearly Everything

eventually, astoundingly, and all too briefly
—inyou.

“This is a book about
how it happened —in particu-
lar how we went from there
being nothing at all to there
being something, and then
how alittle of that something
turned into us, and a'so some
of what happened in be-
tween and since. That’s
rather a lot to cover, of
course, which is why this
book is called A Short His-
tory of Nearly Everything,
eventhoughitisn'tredly. It
couldn’t be. But with luck by
thetimewefinishit may feel asif itis.”

In this he is only partly successful.
There were times when | found the book
heavy going and became afflicted with the
dreaded MEGO syndrome (My Eyes
Glaze Over).

But thisisreally because of my own
limitationsrather than any fault of Bryson's
narrative verve. I'm intensely interested
in cosmology and human paleontology, less
interested in bugs and earth science. I'd
say Bryson kept my attention riveted about
three quarters of thetime. Which is pretty
damned good.

Heopenshishistory at, appropriately
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enough, the Big Bang, then moves on to
the creation of the Earth, the separation
of the continents, therise of microscopic
life, the age of the dinosaurs, how they
went extinct, the rise of mammals, and
the quick diffusion of Homo erectus out
of Africathroughout Europeand Asia, a
hugely strong predator: “the vel ociraptor
of itsday”.

“Homo erectusisthedividing line:
everything that came before him was
apelike in character; everything that
came after him was humanlike. Homo
erectus was the first to hunt, the first to
usefire, thefirst to fashion complex tools,
the first to leave evidence of campsites,
the first to look after the weak and the
frail.”

Bringing usup to date, heconcludes:
“We have arrived at this position of emi-
nencein astunningly short time. Behav-
iorally modern humans have been around
for no more than about 0.0001 per cent
of Earth’s history — almost nothing, re-
ally —but even existing for that littlewhile
has required a nearly endless string of
good fortune.

“Wereally are at the beginning of it
all. Thetrick, of course, isto make sure
we never find the end. And that, almost
certainly, will requirealot morethan lucky
breaks.”

Windows 98 Is dead...
Long live Windows 98!

| can't believe that Micro-

soft has officially killed
Windows 98. What other choices
do | have, or am | forced to
change to Windows XP?

JB, Bangkok

The press has made such a

big deal about Microsoft
“abandoning” Windows 98 that
I’m ready to scream.

“Microsoft announced last
year that it would stop support-
ing Windows 98 from January 15,
meaning that millionsof userswill
soon be left exposed when new
exploits and vulnerabilities are
discovered” reads an article in
one of the big computer trade
publications.

| wouldn't dare reprint the
drivel 1’ve seen in the Asian
press. It's a crock, from begin-
ning to end.

First of al, Microsoft “ aban-
doned” Windows 98 along, long
timeago. There haven't been any
major updates to Win98 — apart
from security patches — since
Windows ME, and that’s a com-
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pletely different can of worms.

Second, Microsoft didn’t
drop all support for Windows 98
on January 16. It dropped theold
pay-per-incident tel ephone-based
support for Windows 98 and 98
Second Edition. That'sall. (Free
telephone-based support disap-
peared in June of last year.)

So where's the beef? How
long hasit been since you called
Microsoft for Win98/98SE tech
support, gave them your credit
card number to pay for the help,
then got a response that was
worthwhile? Gimme a break.

Third, Microsoft will con-
tinue (for the foreseeabl e future)
to make all Windows 98 and
98SE patches available for
download from their website at:
windowsupdate.microsoft.com.
That means you don’t need to
panic —the patches are there, the
old Knowledge Base articles are
there, even the Developer’s Net-
work articles are there.

There are plans afoot to put
all themajor patches and support
filesfor Win98, SE and ME, ona
free CD, which should bewidely
available. Keep an eye on www.
microsoft.com/downl oads.

Finally, Microsoft hasn’'t
promised that it will continue to
provide new security patchesfor

Windows 98 and SE security
holes, but | bet they will. (Assum-
ing any new holes are discovered
—thelatest security patches have
been for Internet Explorer, SQL
Server, Windows XP and 2000,
with very few Win98 or 98SE
specific exploitssurfacing.)

Why am | so confident?
Because Microsoft discontinued
support for Office 97 more than
ayear ago, much as they’re do-
ing now with Win98, and they’ ve
published two specific security
updates for Office 97 since then.

So if you've read that big,
bad Microsoft is beating up on
poor old Win98 users, takeit with
a grain of salt. Certainly you
should apply all thelatest patches
to Windows 98 and 98SE.

By al means, upgrade to
Windows XPif you can—just for
the stability, if not the new fea-
tures (which are great). But you
don’t need to do anything special
to guard against Microsoft “ aban-
doning” Windows 98.

Why do you plug your
booksso muchinyour col-

umn?
DL, Patong

Not for the reason you

think. Royalties run about
10 baht for each of my English-
language bookssold in Thailand,
and half that much for booksthat
have been translated into Thai.

| have amuch moreinsidi-
ous motivethan the pecuniary. In
the book biz, it's called “pull
through.”

Microsoft
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Why does Khun Woody plug his books? Because the more books you
buy — whether his or not — the more books become available.

When | moved to Phuket
three years ago, | was very dis-
appointed by the quality and quan-
tity of computer books available
ontheisland, bothin Thai andin
English: | could find copies of
Windows 95 with Office 95 Sep
by Sep (by Step by Step), but
nearly all the computer books on
theisland wereyearsout of date,
and covered topicsthat were, shall
we say, far from mainstream.

Times have changed a lot.
The Se-ed book store next to
HomePro now has an entire sec-
tion stocked with solid, well-writ-
ten, up-to-date computer books.
Se-ed above Tesco-L otusdoesn’t
carry as many recent titles, but

some of them have been trans-
lated into Thai.

Yes, sure, you can find Win-
dows 98 with Office 97 Step by
Sep. But because more and more
of you are buying recent books
from top-notch publishers — the
“pull through” —our choices here
in Phuket have expanded greatly.

You keep buying, they’ll
keep selling. And the prices are
considerably less here than you
would pay to ship the same book
inwith Amazon.com.

If you know of other troves
of computer books in Phuket,
write and tell me about them.

— Woody Leonhard
woody@khunwoody.com
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Property businessesform club

By Sangkhae Leelanapaporn

PHUKET: Phuket’s real estate businesses
haveformed an industry club so that they can
deal collectively with government bodies —
and at the same time help to preserve the
island’senvironment.

The Phuket Real Estate Agents Club
(PREAC) was established in December and
now has 26 members, with 15 committeesto
examine variousissues.

Phummisak Hongsyok, Managing Di-
rector of the Anuphas Group, was €l ected
first chairman of the club.

He told the Gazette that the idea came
from the new governor, Udomsak Usawa-
rangkura, who called inthereal estate people
so they would be aware of provincial poli-
cies, especialy ecological concerns.

“We want to be the center for rea es-
tate agents and people involved in real es-
tate,” K. Phummisak said. “We also want to
talk together about ideas for the real estate
businessin Phuket.

“Most important iscontact with the gov-
ernment side. We don’t want to have asitua-
tion where unfair action istaken. If the gov-

ernment and the agents know each other, we
will get fair treatment from the government
side,” he said.

Good environmental practiceisanother
aim. “ After tourism, property isthemain busi-
ness of Phuket, so we have to be careful
about environmental issues,” K. Phummisak
added.

He said that, in the past, governments
had had a habit of accusing real estate busi-
nesses of cheating their customers and ig-
noring their responsibilities, and had takenis-
sues to the Office of the Consumer Protec-
tion Board (CPB) in Bangkok.

“The CPB was usually strict and often
madelife difficult for thereal estate agent in
order to protect the home-buyer, so we want
to discuss with buyers how to make projects
work,” he added.

Hesaid pricesin Phuket wererising for
a variety of reasons. Land prices were up
almost everywhere, despite attempts to pre-
vent the market becoming overhested.

“On the positive side, the people who
investin land on Phuket will protect thelocal
environment because they want to protect
their capital,” K. Phummisak added.

He said that in Phuket the markets for
shophouses, houses under amillion baht and
top-end luxury houseswere especially good.

K. Phummisak’s company is about to
start work on Baan Anuphas Pirom, aluxury
project on 86 rai near the Phuket Country
Club. The49 homeswill each be priced at 22
million baht and up.

“We [the PREAC] plan to become an
associationinthefuture,” hesaid. “Wedon't
have foreign members because, under Thai
law, only Thai people may register real es-
tate companies.”

Thefirst meeting took place on Decem-
ber 20 when members chose their chairman
and appointed the committees. Annual mem-
bership of the club, which holdsgeneral meet-
ings once amonth, is 3,000 baht.

Members include Senator Paiboon
Upatising of Phuket Villa, Boonkeng Srisansu-
chart of Sri Suchart Grand View and Pitaya
Tantipiriyakij of LH Muangmai (Land &
House).

The PREAC office is at 13, Soi 1, Phuket
Villa 3, Yaowarat Rd, Phuket Town. Tel: 01-
6933000; fax 076-218399.

Making money out of money

urrencies have a ten-

dency to movein an ex-

aggerated manner.

They overreact. This
can be positivefor investorswho
recognize when thisishappening
and can take advantage of prof-
itablesituations.

Here are some examples of
recent currency movements: the
Australian dollar fell to below
US$0.50 and the New Zea-
land dollar tobelow US$0.40. | ¢
They are now trading at
US$0.77 and US$0.68 re-  *
spectively.

In percentage terms, .
this is a rise of more than |
50% for the Australian dol-
lar and 70% for the New
Zealand unit. It isalso net of for-
eign exchange costs for those
switching currencies.

The Euro fell to about
US$0.83 and less than two years
later is valued at more than
US$1.28, arise of morethan 50%.
In al cases, aswell as exchange
rate gains, there is the bonus of
interest on the capital.

All these cases assume that
the investor’s home currency is
US dollars or arelated currency
with a fixed rate of exchange
against the US currency, such as
the Hong Kong dollar.

When dealing with curren-
cies, the investor must keep in
mind a fair value for this cur-
rency against any other currency
that has perhaps become too
cheap.

A good example of thisis
the Sterling-US dollar exchange
rate, known to foreign exchange
dealers as “cable”. The com-
monly accepted rate of exchange
between the two currencies is
US$1.50 equals £1.

Every timethereisasignifi-
cant departure from this level,
thereis opportunity for profit. In
the early 1980s, the dollar reach-

ed a peak of US$1.07 to £1. It
was vastly overvalued — and
quickly retreated.

The early 1990s saw the
pound rise to touch US$2 before
sinking back. The late 1990s saw
the pound at US$1.70 before it
overshot on the downside — to
US$1.38 at one stage.

Today, with an exchange
rate above US$1.85, the pound

M ONEY

isovervalued again. That doesnot
mean it has reached its peak but
aready thereisan opportunity for
profit.

Many of these “profit situ-
ations” apply only to an investor
with a US dollar currency base.
However, there is a way of ac-
cessing a profit regardless of
one's “home” currency — by in-
vesting in either a fund holding
traded endowment policiesor in
the Brandeaux Fund, which in-
vestsin UK ground rents, student
accommaodation and commercial
property.

Both funds offer investors
achoice of three currencies: US
dollar, Euro or Sterling. If thein-
vestor has US dollars as a home
currency, it would probably be
wise simply to invest in the US
dollar category.

Thiswill yield about 8% —
and the currency exposure has a
built-in currency hedge. For a
Sterling investor, one can stay in
the Sterling fund or invest in the
USdollar fund to obtain the high
yield avail able, together with the
currency profit, before switching
back to the Sterling fund to cap-
ture the gain.

' TALKS

i
' By Richard Watson

Tactics for the Euro inves-
tor who wishes to benefit from
higher-yielding investments are
simply to use the Euro category,
which aso hasaninbuilt currency
hedge.

How much further will the
USdollar fal andwhenwill it start
to recover? The first question is
difficult to answer because cur-
rencies overreact and only by
sheer luck can onepick anab-
solute bottom. However, there
arelimits, especially with the
US dollar-Sterling exchange
rate.

The Euro has, over the
past six months, kept an al-
most limpet-like link with
Sterling. During this period,
both currencies have moved up
in tandem against the US dollar.

Sterling must reach its peak
at around US$2, if it goesthat far,
but the Euro may move further
on a percentage basis. The Euro
zone will feel increasing pain as
it rises, even from current levels.
Britain is aready having prob-
lems, especially with corporate
profits.

Themost likely timefor cur-
rencies to stop appreciating
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against the US dollar iswhen the
US Federal Reserve starts to
raise interest rates in America
This can reasonably be expected
sometimethisyear.

The Japanese government
is watching the situation with
growing concern. It is estimated
that Japan bought US$180 billion
in 2003 to slow the decline of the
dollar against the yen.

In the first two weeks of
2004, an estimated US$40 billion
has already been bought. Tokyo
has stated that, if necessary, it is
prepared to buy US$500 billion-
plusfor the whole of 2004.

Pressure on the US dollar
may continueinto 2005. Nothing
iscertain on thetiming.

In the meantime, investors
who use high-yielding investment
vehicles while they wait for cur-
rency “neutrality” will continueto
profit.

Richard Watson runs Global
Portfolios Co Ltd, a Phuket-
based personal financial plan-
ning service. He can be reached
at Tel and Fax: 076-381997,
Mobile: 01-0814611. Email:
imm@l oxinfo.co.th.

y formations Te

siamint@loxinfo.co.th

On the Move

The new chief of the Phuket
Agriculture & Cooperatives Of-
ficeisThanat-
sanee Sawat-
dirak, 52, from
Prachuap Khiri
Khan province.
K. Thanatsa-
nee has a de-
gree in busi-
ness manage-
ment from the
Thai Chamber of Commerce
University in Bangkok. Before
moving to Phuket, she worked
in the office of the Permanent
Secretary for Agriculture & Co-
operatives in Bangkok for 26
years.

Nicola Coccia, 24, from ltaly,
hasjoined the Regattaltalianres-
taurant at Le

Royad Meridien
Phuket Yacht
Club as Execu-

tive Chef. Mr
Coccia studied

hotel and food
services at the

E. MaggiaStre- -
saschool in Italy, followed by a
six-week wine course at West-
minster College in London. Be-
fore coming to Phuket heworked
at theLo Scalo and Del Lago ho-
telsin Italy and at Le Meridien
Grosvenor House Hotel in Lon-
don.

Achim Brickner, 43, from Ger-
many, has been appointed Resi-
dent Manager
of LeMeridien
Phuket Beach
Resort. Mr
Briickner, who
served his ap-
prenticeship as
a chef more| =
than 20 years|
ago at the Ho- =—

tel Jensen in Libeck, comes to
Phuket from the sister resort of
Le Meridien Babarons in the
Seychelles, where he was Gen-
eral Manager.

Been promoted? Made a career
change? Know someone who
has? Let us know by email to
onthemove@phuketgazette.net.

NAT

Froiding tho bost business Soludons

Woarld-clins

Accounting software

Accounting & Tax
Services

Phuket Branch: (§ 7623 4943
B

wanw fhaiaccouniing, cont
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Why the green Is grassier on the other side

n the early days, the only

machines cutting golf greens

were rabbits. Clever little

bunnies they were, too. Not
only did they cut the grass nice
and short whererequired —inthe
grassy hollows where the holes
were cut —but they converted the
cuttingsinto fertilizer and spread
it on a daily basis to ensure a
healthy playing surface. That'san
environmentally-friendly ma-
chine.

Today we spend thousands
of dollarsdoing thisartificialy.

But are we redly playing
on better putting surfaces than
our golfing fathers and grandfa-
thers?

| believe consistency of
maintenance has improved over
the years. A higher percentage
of courses have greens in good
condition these days.

However, ac-
cording to my
memory and exten-
siveresearch, overal

On the plus
side, the greens

TEETO
GREEN

Jon Morrow

golf courses. Much as we re-
sented thelr superior attitude, they
had amplejustification.

Thiswasamagnificent links
course, bordered on one side by
spectacular windswept sand
dunes and on the other by the
imposing 12" century castle,
standing sentry hundreds of feet
above the second green.

But to me the most notable
difference between St David's
and Porthmadog, our little course
acrosstheGladyn es-
tuary, wastheincred-
ible quality of their
putting greens.

putting experiences have gone from So perfect and
presented on golf uniform was the turf
coursestoday are not Slqwer t.han .a that only the hole of -
very different from Th_ﬁ“ Immigration  fered a mark on
those of 50 yearsago. line to nearly which the eye could
With all the advances bl rest. The hole's
. : acceptable

inturf grasscultivars d edges were so sharp
and maintenance Speeda. that only a perfect

technology, | hear you
saying, how can this possibly be
the case?

I will first present my case
according to a patchy and dete-
riorating memory. | first visited
the Royal St David's Golf Club
in Harlech, North Wales, asa 10-
year-old urchin caddy.

St David's was the Blue
Canyon of North Wales coast

putt would fall. Yet
once a player got accustomed to
thebilliard tablelike speed, it be-
came evident that a putt took an
eternity beforethe event was con-
firmed.

This slow-motion effect
magnified the resulting emotion,
depending, of course, onwho had
struck the puitt.

Oneremarkabl e aspect was

that the course was maintained
with a staff of just five.

Over the years, however,
the greens lost their magic. Per-
haps not coincidentaly, their de-
terioration seemed to follow in-
vestmentsin more modern meth-
ods.

The first blow was the au-
tomatic sprinkler system, which
encouraged overwatering and al-
lowed coarser grasses to flour-
ish. Previously, greens would be
watered only when absolutely
necessary. “ Only when the foot-
steps start to shine”
was how the head
greenkeeper  so
beautifully described

Today's greens
are “on the edge”

cently been taken prisoner by the
dreaded “ stimpmeter”.

This is a primitive device
used to calculate green speed. A
ball isrolled onto the green, fall-
ingfromanotchina“track” about
ayard long. Therall isrecorded
in opposing directions; the aver-
ageisthe“stimp” reading.

Having learned that greens
are not worth putting on unless
the stimp is at least nine, we are
now subject to weekly testing and
review.

Ontheplusside, thegreens
have gone from
slower than a Thai
Immigration line to
nearly acceptable

hissignal. during speed. Unfortu-
This was done tournament nately, several of the
by flooding greensin ( greensdesigned with
amatter of seconds. conditions. They more slope (to create
Water was pumped have such putting interest) will
from ponds dug be- shallow root becomeunplayableif
hind each green. The systems that they thegreensactualy hit
system encouraged the magic nine.
firm greensand only ha_Ve to be Having taken a
the finest grasses  heavily watered  more scientific ap-
with deep root sys- to stay alive. proach  through

tems.

The second
strike was the purchase of a
ride-on mower to replace the
slower walk-behind mowers.
The ride-on, operated by one
man, could cut the greens in
front of the first group of play-
ers. But the size of the machine
meant that the rollers had to be
very light, which resulted in a
less smooth surface.

Enough nostal gia— back to
what passesfor solid science. As
is probably the case at courses
across the golfing globe, my
bosses at Loch Palm have re-

Language: English
Lengih: BOD-1 200 wonds

Prizes:

Jdudging Panel:

sl b

Porrait of a Youmg Thai
Office of The Editor
The Wation

Bangkok 10260 o

emall; portrasti@nationgroup. com

Win a trip to Dublin!?
Junior IMPAC Dublin Literary Awards for Thailand
Topic: “Portrait of a Young Thai”

‘Wite either & faciual or ficthional account that draws on your experiences of life as a young Thal; or, for
foreign writers, your parceptions of life of a young Thai

Age: Between 14-18, up 1o April 1, 2004
Closing Diate for subrméssiona: Febneary 27, 2004

The winning essay n sach of the bwo categonies [Thai and non-Thai) will eam the author and one parent
a i bo Drulleny wihere ey will 2tend the senior imermational IMPAC Dublin Lilerary Sovands ceramany,
which confers the richest lierary prize in the world, and take parl in a reading with the winning author,

There will atso b= five mearit awands worth Bt10,000 esch. All prizes will include a certificats.

1. Her Excelency Sirikom Manggrin, Deputy Edwcabion Minister of Thailand
2. His Excellency Daniel Mulhall, the lrish Ambassador lo Thailand
3. Assestani Professor Chusak Pattarakulvanich, English leclurer and eritic, Thammasal Univeraity
4. ks Ngarmphan “Jane® ‘ejjajiva, writer and transkator of the Hammy Potler seres

5. Mr Pana Janvimj, editor, The Mation

The conbtest is opan cnly (o childran {Thai o non-Thai) atlending schools in Thailand, Entries should be

44 Moo 10, Bangna-Trad Highway 4.5 km

Piease include your full name, addraes, telephons number, emall addrass (if any), and the nama of your
schood and the address. The results will be announced in Tha Mation, Mation Junior, Krungthep Turaki],
KomChad Luek, and Phuket Garetie newspapers al the end of March, 2004

(heavily skewed) re-
search, | have con-
cluded that even though greens
arenow being cut at lessthan half
the height of 50 yearsago, “real”
green speeds have not changed
much in tournament situations.

Golfing folklorerecordsthe
green speeds at Oakmont in the
1953 US Open as being off-the-
charts fast, yet the most ad-
vanced mowersof thetime could
cut the grass only to a quarter of
aninch. Thisisthe cutting height
of the fringes on some courses
today.

This agronomic mystery
can beexplained because, likethe
grassesat St David’sinmy youth,
the longer, finer grasses could
collect more sunlight and water
and so had stronger, deeper roots.

Healthy grasses like this
can survive longer without wa-
ter, so when the water was
turned off, the greensbecamedry
andfirm. Inthiscondition, rolling
the greenswould make the grass
leaf “liedown”.

Putts downhill were fright-
eningly fast. Severa playerswere
reported to have putted off the
greens.

Having said that, putts
against the grain were extremely
slow, presenting different prob-
lems. Today, reading and playing
the grain is largely an obsolete
skill. That's a shame.

Other good things happened
when greens dried out. As the
ball had to be kept below the
grain, players able to reach the
green were rewarded more than
they are today.

Today’s greens are “on the
edge” during tournament condi-
tions. They have such shallow
root systemsthat they haveto be
heavily watered to stay alive.

In turn, this allows profes-
sional playersto pepper the flag
from any angle, even from the
rough, unlesstherough hasgrown
to be so long that players can’t
evenfindtheir feet. Thisisnofun
for the pros, let aone long-suf-
fering hackers.

More relaxed standards
would allow maintenance coststo
bedrastically reduced, would re-
introducelong-lost putting skills,
and would result in many great
old coursesrecapturing their stra-
tegical interest.

More than anything else, it
may just make golf more fun —
and more affordable — for regu-
lar golfers.

Jon Morrow is a golf course de-
sign and construction consult-
ant. Tel: 01-7284492. Email:
jonmorrow63@hotmail.com

Summit providessoccer
fanswith excitement

PHUKET TOWN: While the
leaders of Bangladesh, India,
Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Thailand
Economic Cooperation (Bimstec)
nations play politics at Le Meri-
dien Phuket Beach Resort next
month, Under-19 teams repre-
senting member nations and two
guest countries will be playing
soccer at Surakul Stadium.

Although not full Bimstec
member states, Bhutan and
Nepal are also fielding teamsin
the February 3-8 tournament.

This will be the first time
the teams have met in Thailand
and competition for the 1% Bim-
stec Cup is expected to be ener-
getic but friendly.

On January 15, Bundit
Sotethipalarit, Deputy Permanent
Secretary of the Thai Foreign Af-
fairs Ministry came to Phuket to
check the readiness of Surakul
Stadium to host the event, espe-
cially intermsof security.

Prime Minister Thaksin
Shinawatrais expected to attend

thefinal and present thewinning
side with the championship tro-
phy on February 8. Leaders of
the other Bimstec nationsareaso
expected to attend.

K. Bundit was accompa-
nied by Kiatdee Attanawataya-
non, Director of the Phuket Sport
and Tourism Office, and Songsak
Kitakarakul, head of the Sports
Authority of Thailand, Phuket.

Hesaid physical security at
the stadium met reguirements,
and that he was satisfied with
Phuket’s ability to provide ad-
equate security.

“1 wasvery impressed with
the security provided by the
Phuket-based security detail at
the Apec summit meetings in
Bangkok. It was very strong and
reliable,” hesaid.

Given the results of other
regional tournaments in recent
years, the Thai Team, playing on
home turf, must be considered
favoritesto win the event.

— Nonthawat Disayabutra



January 24 - January 31, 2004

SPORT & LEISURE

PHUKET GAZETTE 23

Andaman honors
won by Intrlgue

KATA: After 14 days and 800
miles of sailing, Gary Foster and
his crew on Intrigue of Storn-
oway have beaten defending
championsand thisyear’sfavor-
ite, Stormvogel, captained by
Robin Taylor, to win the Overall
Event prize in the Andaman Sea
Rally 2004.

Sormvogel won linehonors
inthefirst leg from Phuket to Port
Blair in the Andamans, but was
relegated to third, with Intrigue
promoted to first place and
Rusalka, with Kevan Perrins at
the helm, coming second.

On the return leg, Intrigue
claimed line honors, but wasrel-
egated to second place, with
Somvogel taking the top prize
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and Captain Philipe Roolant and

Stormvogel skipper Robin Taylor (2" from left) with crew at the .

his crew on El Samali comin
9 awards ceremony at Kata Beach Resort on January 18.

third.
The overall standings. 1%

Intrigue of Stornoway; 2™
Sormvogel; 3¢ El Samali.

Wolfgang Riessbacher and
his crew ontherally control boat

Mozart won the Overall Events
prizeintheMultihull class.

Next year, the Andaman
SeaRally will be held from Janu-

Foster and the Intrigue
crew also picked up the top Ad-
ditional Overall Event prize, a
Radio 100 satelliteradio receiver.

ary 9-20. Entries close on De-
cember 20 this year.

For more information con-

tact Yacht Solutions. Tel: 076- i
239114. Fax: 076-239139. Email: |

info@yachtsol utions.net. B ” :ﬂ :n,m.-
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Tennis. thetop 16

PHUKET TOWN: Sixteen Phuket tennis players have qualified to
represent the province in competition with top young tennis players
from throughout southern Thailand on January 24 and 25, event or-
ganizer Panya Raktae-ngam announced after the January 17 round
of the Phuket Amateur Tennis Tournament 2004.

Boys qualifying: Under 11: Krisada Nilbordee, Chanwarut
Janthakarn and Thanachot Sopaphon;Under 13: Chaiyapruet
Chuaychian, Chonlakarn Thammamongkut and Wasurat Udom-
sab;Under 15: Nattapol Wittayarungroj, Watee Jaiboon and Komsan
Leesakul;Under 19: Thammasak Chusuwan, Ruj Uraphan-anan and
Athiwat L eelapattanakul .

Girls qualifying:Under 13: Kochakorn Jiwekok and Pichaya
Siwapetchayakorn;Under 15: Loythip Sa-nguanpanon and Angsana
Romin.

Big swimming meet
SAPHAN HIN: More than 200
swimmersfrom 14 southern prov-
inces are expected to converge
on Phuket for a meet to be held
from January 31 to February 1.

Theevent, organized by the
Phuket Swimming Club and the
Sports Authority of Thailand's
Phuket office, features races in
10 classes from Under-7s Open
class.

For details, contact Narong-
leark Dilokpat, vice-president of
the Phuket Swvimming Club at Tel:
076-211624 or 01-6912713.

Specializing in planning, design and
m of commercial and home

filness equipment. Building Thailand's
g and recreational facilities.

Caring People, Curing People.

b

- Chalermprakiat Bor @ Hosd  Plnikes RSEHE
Tel @ G756 Y494y Fax @ Ginhh TIOESS
e |||'u|l.|'| ynier hyrmpri gl o b Fonail jmfes®l® pho ket ol |1'|-.|'J|:||.'|'\. gh

Bports Enginesring And Recreation Asla Lid, 100450 Chalarmprakist Ror 9 Rosd, Muang, Phuket 83000
Tal 076 355 040 Fae 076 355 008 E-mail phukstisearasports com, E-mal ciflsearaspants com




24 PHUKET GAZETTE

MOTORING

January 24 - January 31, 2004

etro
ocket

radical facelift for the Jaguar S-Typewas
unveiled at the North American Interna-
tional Auto Show in Detroit this month.
New styling, new engines — including a
diesel — extensive use of lightweight materials and
improved safety features contribute to what is an

almost completely new
car.

Launchedin 1999
and styledloosdly onthe
Mark Il of the’60s, the
S-TypeisJaguar’sretro
model. Continuing criti-
cal acclaim for this
much-sought-after car
has kept sales high —
around200,000todate. g
Jaguar has not rested
onitslaurelsbut hasin-

troduced a new S-Type for 2004.

Improvements to the front
introduce ahost of other discreet
modifications. A lightweight alu-
minum hood replaces the earlier
steel version, giving improved
weight distribution. A deeper
front air dam and a new, wider
grille give the front of the car a
sportierimage. Adding tothis, the
trunk lineisraised and featuresa
tiny spoiler onthelid.

Jaguar’sdesigndirector, lan
Callum believestoo much detail-
ing in a car becomes confusing.
“The S-Typehasafocal point and
it's clear what that is—the grille
and twin headlamps,” he ob-
served.

“But to

y Jeff Heselwood ~ Makeitwork,

everything
around that
focus has to be as simple as pos-
sible, and the extensive changes
for 2004 are designed to achieve
precisely that.”

One of the biggest changes
to the Jaguar is under the hood,
with the new range of engines.
From aFord-sourced 2.5-liter V6
to athree-liter V6 (which equip-
ped the original S-Type) to a po-
tent 4.2-liter supercharged V8
producing abracing 400 bhp (298
kW).

The V8 powers the mighty
S-Type R, which can reach 100
kmhin ashade over five seconds
with a top speed electronically-
limited to 250 kmh. A 2.7-liter die-
sel will enter markets mid-year.

Anughas Vividivkarn Co., Lid,
B81 Fangroge i, Pl E3O0E) T 07147001,
§-TR-4T1E, -3~ Fux: 0-M21-160
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From the body styling to the instrumentation, retro is the word for
the new S-type Jaguar.

The interior of the new S
Type has also received attention
with an optional aluminum finish
to theinstrument panel and round,
chronograph-style dials redolent
of the ’60s-vintage Jaguars.

S-Type buyers can even
specify aninterior entirely devoid
of wood paneling, choosing cloth,
leather or perforated leather.
Wood options include bronze
madrona (an evergreen tree na-
tive to North America), gray
bird's eye maple, or the classic
burr walnut.

Topping thelististhe*high
luxury” pack which
makes extensive use
of walnut veneers,

A front
park-assist sys-
tem is now fit-

ted, comple-
menting the
rear one al-
ready available.
Speed-sensi-
tive, it switches
off above 15kmh in order not to
detect vehiclesinrelatively slow-
moving traffic.

Adaptive cruise control, a
refinement of the standard ver-
sionfitted to existing Jaguars, can
detect vehicles ahead and slow
the S-Type as neces-
sary, speeding up
again as other traffic

incudingahaf-wa-  ‘The S-Type  does so.
nut, half-leather has a focal A new, intelli-
steering wheel. A int and it gent airbag system
whole new range of pointanaits determines whether
colors, withcontrast- ~ Clear whatthat o deploy the airbags
inginterior shades, is is — the grille partialy, fully or in-
alsoavailable. and twin deed at all — depend-
Standard , ing upon the severity
equipment on most headlamps. of the impact. Pyro-
models includes technic seat belt pre-

electrically-adjust-

able front seats, automatic dual-
zone climate control with air fil-
tration, a premium multi-speaker
audio systemand an electrically-
adjustable steering column with
atilt-away entry and exit feature.

tensioners are fitted,

while the front seats incorporate
an anti-whiplash mechanism.

The V6 S-Types are avail-

able with either a five-speed

Getrag manual gearbox or a six-

speed ZF automatic transmission.

Top-of-the-range 4.2 V8
models, either normally aspirated
or supercharged, have the ZF-
built six-speed automatic trans-
mission fitted as standard.

All automatic models have
an electronic parking brakewhich
releases when the driver selects
Drive, but holds the car until the
throttle is applied, even on steep
inclines.

The latest generation ABS
is fitted across the range, as is
brake assist, which detects emer-
gencies and increases brake line
pressure. Traction control and
dynamic stability control are both
standard.

The new S-Type goes on
salein Europe and North Amer-
icain April, and will undoubtedly
find a host of buyers willing to
take this big cat home.

Jeff Heselwood may be con-
tacted by email at jhc@
netvigator.com.
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A case of uncorking bottled-up emotions

magine the scene. A digni-

fied sommelier at afashion-

able wine tasting, resplen-

dentin hiscrisp whiteshirt,
chose an ah-so —atwo-pronged
cork-puller —instead of the tra-
ditional corkscrew. He pushed
the ah-so so hard that the cork
was forced into the bottle caus-
ing red wineto fountain over not
just him but also over guests
gathered close by.

At another event, a guest
was presented with the cork
from a bottle of wine she had
just ordered. Eyeing the cork
with bewilderment, the guest suf-
fered afew uncomfortable mo-
ments before deciding on what

A spectacular

Stephen Fein
A Ila Carte

r thosein search of adif-
ferent dining experience,
eating out on asilver-ser-
vice table on the sand at

Surin, with the seaand themoonlit
sky for surroundings, may prove
hard to top.

Whenyou think about it, lo-
cation is almost as important to
the enjoyment of ameal asit is
to achieving theright price for a
chunk of real estate.

A la Carte, a recently es-
tablished catering firmwithaneye
for romantic backdrops, offers
personalized menus that can be
enjoyed injust about any setting:
at home, on one of the many is-
lands surrounding Phuket, or on
your favorite beach.

The* creative organizer” of
A la Carte is Lausanne-born
Claude Sauter. He has been in-
volved with fine cuisine and hos-
pitality for most of hislife.

After graduating with ade-
gree in hotel management, he
moved to Phuket in 1994 and held
several senior positions before
joining up with creative chef
Arkom Polyiam to launch A la
Carte about five months ago.

she considered to be the correct
course of action. She promptly
licked the cork and pronounced
thewinefit to drink.

These two anecdotes go to
show that wine can be enjoyed
at many levels, from the sensory
to the schadenfreude of not hav-
ing made such a social gaffe.

Readers may enjoy thisas-
semblage of anecdotes and ver-
bal faux pas taken from my trav-
els and work around Asia

For example, adrinker felt
their wine possessed a “Deep
moaning flavour that comesfrom
within.” A novice connoisseur re-
ported awineas*“A nice balance
of fresh and tasty tastes.”

By Steven Roberto

One notabl e establishment,
not on Phuket, described itself as
“We are a wine you can drink
Restoran.”

Then consider these memo-
rable questions presented to me
by cognoscenti dining in restau-
rants where | have worked.

“What is wine?’

“Can you recommend a
wine | won't find insufferable?’

And, about awine priced at
62,800 baht a bottle, “Do you
have this by the glass?’

Onediner, obvioudy sureof
his own mind, said, “I want a
wine, something red or white, not
too expensive or cheap, that goes
well with food but that | can drink
alone; not sweet but not too dry,
either. Maybe something from
France or England. Do you have
anything likethat?’

But my favorite story con-
cerns the case of a renowned
Sun Valley winetasting. A well-
known Spanish winemaker me-
thodically visited every table,
chatted with her guests, stealth-
ily filched each coveted souve-
nir tasting glassand put theminto
her purse.

Who says wine cannot be
fun?

Seven Roberto is a winemaker
and restaurant consultant from
California. He is the Wine and
Beverage Director for the
award-winning Baan Rim Pa
restaurant in Patong. Email:
sroberto@Ilycos.com

serving on the sand

Strawberries and mango pearls with cream made a gem of a dessert.

K. Arkom’s resumé in-
cludes Le Meridien, Sheraton
Cape Panwa, the Hilton, and a
reputation for culinary excellence
inrestaurants, earned first at The
Wall in Rawal and more recently
at NakaFlavors, closeto Patong.

It was these skills in taste
and presentation that the Gazette
dining club had the good fortune
to enjoy recently. After being es-
corted to a sturdy wooden table
set upon mats and covered from
above with thin Indian fabric to
create a canopy, we started with
yam ma-muang (mango salad)
with larb kai spring rolls.

A garnish of fresh apple
slices and tomato skin cut to re-
semble a rose, the perfectly

\%

watermark

funclions
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blended delicate flavors were
complemented by glasses of soft
Bellingham chardonnay from
South Africa.

Second course was a light
organic salad with cherry toma-
toesand chilled prawnsin azesty
vinaigrette sauce. Claude ex-
plained that he went to great
painsto source organically-grown
vegetables.

When asked if he enjoyed
cooking, Claudeexplained that he
couldn’t bear the strong smells of

The onl W OHE
in Patong Beach |

-

the kitchen and endless hours of
preparation involved in creating
gastronomic worksof art, adding
that in his opinion chefs like K.
Arkomwho havethat “willing-to-
die-for-my-art” quality must be
considered alittle eccentric.

All conversation quickly
ceased, however, when we were
presented with fresh strawberry
shakes madewith Calvadosapple
ligueur and garnished with mint.

These, Claude explained,
weremeant tofill our “Normandy
Hole”, a French expression that
apparently means*“to prepareone
for the imminent arrival of the
main course”.

The strawberries, liqueur,
and mint had the perfect refresh-
ing effect, clearing our palettes
and preparing us for the main
course: grilled white snapperina
light tom yam sauce, garnished
with asparagus spears in cres-
cent-shaped wedges of roast
pumpkin and “ pearl vegetables’.

Accompanying this were
tiny balls of turnip, zucchini and
carrot al served in a small bas-
ket made of lightly fried potato.

Even the basket wasagood
counterbal anceto the vegetabl es,
in keeping with K. Arkom’s be-
lief that al garnishes should be

edible, deliciousand complemen-
tary to the dish asawhole.

Pleasant conversation fol-
lowed, buoyed by the sound of the
waves gently lapping on beach.
Claude explained that the meal
we four were enjoying would
probably cost 2,500 baht each, but
added that costs go down with
larger groups.

Hesaid hecould call on his
hotel contactsto cater for groups
of just about any size, but that the
optimum number was between 80
and 120 diners.

No meal is complete with-
out dessert, and ours was the
perfect ending for the best dining
experience we had enjoyed in a
longtime.

Strawberries with mango
“pearls’ inaring of fresh cream,
garnished with fresh mint and
sprinkled with cinnamon.

Perfection.

Claude Sauter should be con-
tacted at least three days in ad-
vance. Entertainment, including
music, is also available. For a
full list of A la Carte services,
please contact Claude at Tel:
076-278019 or 01-8958985, or
by email: claude@phuket-
catering.com.

VinotheK [
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Gorgeous, but a shame about the growth

his week, | thought I'd

break the mold and

write about a plant

that comes from South-
east Asia.

The kopsia fruticosa fits
the bill perfectly. It's a shame
there aren’t a few more of them
about because this plant sports a
gorgeousflower. It haspalegreen
leathery leaves, and the delicate
five-petaled flowers are white or
a very pale pink, with a vivid
crimson center.

The first one | saw was in
awholesale garden center, where
there was an enormous example
in apot. | pleaded with the man
there to sell me the whole thing,
but he couldn’t be parted from it
for any amount.

Baan Thai

A& Planned |

e-mail:

|'||I5'-.-.||| wnent ol

Cuttingsarenotoriously re-
luctant to take root and the best
offer he could make was to sell
me a recent attempt in a small
pot. He said that he'd taken and
planted 20 cuttingsin total. The
other 19 had failed miserably, so
he only charged me a few baht
and even felt guilty doing that.

That was about three years
ago, andit’sdtill going strong. I'm
surprised how littleit’'sgrownin
that time, probably about 30-40
centimetersin total.

InBritain, | would consider
that growth rate somewhat spec-
tacular. In tropical areas such as
Phuket, though, 10 centimetersa
year is rather pathetic.

Eventually it should reach
around a couple of meters, but

Surin fHill -,

{ Luxury View Villas

sales(@surinhill.com

Sumn HILL

Beautiful, but slow — the kopsia
fruticosa. - Picture courtesy of
www.TopTropicals.com.

that will take a while. The best
way to deal with the kopsia
fruticosa is just to let it grow.
Unlike many other plants, fre-
guent pruning stunts its growth.
Trimittoo oftenand it lookslike
it'ssmoking 60 cigarettes per day.

Watering rulesfor thisplant
aren't standard, either. Go for it
—water itincessantly if youwant.
It actually quitelikeswaterlogged
conditions, and will thrive in a
soggy bed, rather than giveupin
disgust like most other plants.

Make sureit gets plenty of
sun, too. It won’t even bloomwith
full vigor unless it sees the sun
for at least half a day.

Asunusual asthisplant is,
it's a lot more common than its
cousin, the Singaporean kopsia,
which has been listed as an en-
dangered species.

Here in Phuket, the local
variety of kopsiaisalright —you
just havetolook forit. Don’t ex-
pect it to take over your garden
overnight, though.

persanal paradise,

For more informarion on this offering, please contact us.
S5 Spmoonthorm |:L3.. Beann Fad 5|J|‘|||. Chernoealay ',*1'|_||_|-_i|_-':|||_'1.
Thalang District, Phukes £3110, Thailand.

Tel. +66 76 325 879/850
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spiace ofimsed, with fimctional luxsry the underhoing
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Hone of the Veek

Bijou
by the
beach

st three minutes walk

rom Nai Harn beach, the

ds apartment com-

plexisawayspopular. Its

four modern townhouses are

always much sought-after

when they reach the market

and this one will be no excep-
tion.

The owners have made
valuableimprovementsto the
property, which at 175 square
metersis considerably larger
than neighboring apartments.
Improvements include a
newly-designed Western Kit-
chen with plenty of work sur-
faces, a cooker extractor
hood, superior bathroom fit-
tings and finishings, and dim-
mer switches for intimate
lighting.

The property has a two-
car driveway and asmall lawn
at the front. A door leads into
an airy living room of white
walls and terracottafloor tiles,
with the dining room beyond
thisand an L-shaped kitchento
the left. The quality kitchen
units are in teak and the room
features stylish and practical
downlighting and a two-ring
gas hab.

On oneside of thedining
room, sliding aluminum doors
opentoasmall, rear courtyard,
suitablefor outdoor storage and
laundry. A solid teak stairway
leadsto thefirst floor, which has
two good-sized bedroomswith
en suite bathrooms of high qual-
ity marble accessories.

Stairs from the first floor
lead to a pleasant sundeck on
the roof. With a barbecue area
and small salaoverlooking the
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This apartment at
The Sands in Nai
Harn combines
the convenience
of living in a
townhouse with
the space usually
found in a home -
only three
minutes’ walk
from the beach.

lake, thisis an ideal placeto re-
lax and entertain.

The house hasfour air con-
ditioners and fans but these are
rarely used because high ceilings
allow air to readily circulate
throughout the home. Other fea-
tures include UBC/TV, a tele-
phone line, a well and a septic
tank.

The windows and sliding

doorsarefinished in high-quality
dark aluminium and have mos-
quito netting. The interior finish
iswhite, giving alight, openfeel-
ing which lends itself to arange
of furnishing options.

The property has Chanote
title, isinfirst-classcondition and
is ready to move into. It would
make an ideal retirement home
or second home and could easily

be let when the owner isnot in
residence.

Price: 9 million baht plus
maintenance fees of 5,000 baht
amonth.

For more information about
this weeks's home, contact

Siam Real Estate. Tel: 076-
280805. Website: www.
siamreal estate.com.

e ar
o 2 - Year Payment Plan
Lescated on Laguna's lnsh faireays s Phuket's most desimble Hesidences,
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By Supaporn Sriprom

Whereart meetsstyle

trium Arts, snuggled

on the ground floor

of The Courtyard

on Chao Fa West
Rd, isatreasuretrove of ideas
for hunters of striking home
decor.

The Swiss owner of
Atrium Arts, Michael Maynic,
and the Managing Director,
Sivalla Maynic, have had the
shop for more than 16 years —
it was at Le Meridien Phuket
before moving to the Courtyard
two years ago.

Mr Maynicisadesigner,
a profession that led him to
open Atrium Arts. When you
step into the quiet room and
feast your eyesonits contents,
you begin to appreciate the
timeand effort dedicated to the
shop.

The vast collection con-
tains unique items, some dat-
ing back more than a century.
These include imported Chi-
nese cabinets and Japanese

has been custom-made to ook
and feel antique.

Also on display are anum-
ber of unique jewelry pieces de-
signed by Mr Maynic.

Thereare hundredsof items
— too many to count — for home
decoration or for gifts. The low-
est-priced items are the intricate
pai ntings on squares of pure cot-

SE ] Ceramic elephant with handmade
paintings. Someof thefurniture jewelry and box designed by Mr Maynic.

ton, featuring themes ranging
from Thai village life in the old
daysto Buddhist religious motifs,
which cost about 200 baht apiece.
Gold-painted jewelery boxesare
about 450 baht.

Atthe other end of thescale
are items with six-figure price
tags. Along with Chineseantique
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A choice of excluane homes by
GCrysial Lakas Propartias Co, Lid

furniture, there are authentic
Thai sarongs woven with sil-
ver and gold thread. The price
for a single garment can soar
to 8,000 baht.

Other old Japanese and
Chinese paintings were col-
lected through Mr Maynic's
taste for art. Pick any authen-
ticpainting, saidK. Sivallaand
itisalmost certain to cost more
than 100,000 baht.

K. Sivalastressed that it
was important for customers
to really understand the qual-
ity of the artifacts to fully ap-
preciate them.

Most of the items have
been collected over the years
by Mr Maynic. Some have
been imported from China,
while others are from Europe.

The couple stressed that
the prices are not as relevant
asthe artifactsthemselves be-
cause they tend to be bought
by collectorswho delight in be-
ing surrounded by beauty.

Many of the customers
at Atrium Art have become
regulars over the years.

Theregularsarediscerning.
“If we have nothing that strikes
them as something they like, then
they will not buy,” K. Sivallasaid.

K. Sivalla said that when
purchasing an antique, a buyer
should first make sure of its au-
thenticity. Atrium Arts offers a
certificatefor all antiques sold.

Atrium Arts, The Courtyard, 90/
5 Choa Fa Rd West. Open Mon-
day to Saturday 7 am- 6pm. Tel:
076-264471, Fax: 076-264472.
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I\/Iission possi blefor
domestic task force

aced with a pressing
maintenance or repair
problem, many people
find frustration instead
of afixer. They aretold that find-
ing ateam to build ahouseiseasy
but finding oneto maintainitisa

differr?nt matter al- /\
together.

’ PROPERTY
I

seem happy just to HOM EZONE

By Graham Doven

Many com-
panies that take on
mai ntenance work

sit and wait for a
“golden” building
contract to land in their laps.

Filling this void is Phuket
Home Services, aspecialist team
or “task force” asthey liketo think
of themselves, ready to tackleany
joband at any time, night or day.

Co-founder and director
Vison “Chuat” Rutanarungson —
a woodworker of more than 20
years standing — explained that
each member of the PHS team
has a different specialty.

From general building, car-

ooy, 6LuxuryV|llas-nn a
hillside at Chalong

Tel: +66 () 7623 4TH-1 Fax: +66 () 7633 4254
Maobile: (8 474 6399 E-mail: wanphumiyahoo.com
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pentry and plumbing, to landscap-
ing, pond maintenance and air
conditioning, PHS can cover ev-
ery eventuality with ateam of 10
artisans and 30 contractors.

K. Chuat understands that
people want repairs and mainte-
nance carried out
at their conve-
nience, not at that
of the maintenance
team. “We're on
call 24 hours a
day,” he said. “We
even did emer-
gency tiling around a hotel pool
at midnight once, because it fit-
ted into their schedule.”

Cassius Rolfe-Johnson,
managing director and co-
founder of PHS, says, “Building
theright task forcecomprising the
right peoplefor thejob at handis
critical.” He adds that the com-
pany has asimple mission state-
ment: “The quality of the work
should never vary.”

Thisattitude reminds me of
a Queensland man who could
find no oneto repair the staircase
in his house. He finaly fixed it
himself after hiswifefdl through
the breach and broke her leg.

Afterwards, he bought a
truck, painted “The Stair Man”
its side and went to work fixing
staircases and wooden verandas
throughout Queensland. He now
has 30 franchises around the
state.

Let'shope PHS achievesan

equal measure of success.
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Properties
For Sale

RARE FIND

Yamu Rd. 2.25 rai, Cha-
note title. 50 meters to
ocean. Paved road, elec-
tricity, large trees. 2.24
million baht per rai, or will
subdivide into 1.12 rai par-
cels at 2.5 mill baht. Full
commission to realtors.
Call Chris at 06-2786574.

1-RAI PLOTS OF LAND
Beautiful pieces of land in the
middle of luxury develop-
ments. Within walking dis-
tance of Mission Hills Golf
Course. 8 min to airport and
Nai Yang Beach. Buy direct
from owner. Ready to build on.
Last 3 plots available. Only
1.7 mill baht/rai. Tel: 01-343-
0777.

LAND FOR SALE
in Anuphas Golf Country Club.
Tel: 09-8718333, 01-691-
3351, 076-238916.

BEAUTIFUL HOUSE
FOR SALE

Situated on a quiet Rawai
cul-de-sac, this 180sgm
house has 930sgm of land,
a beautiful garden and a
nice guesthouse. Expect
something different. 6 mil-
lion baht. Tel: 09-7310283.
Email: harrij@Iloxinfo.co.th

BEST VIEW IN PHUKET
2,4,6,8,10, 12, 14,16-rai
lots near Mission Hills Golf
Course. Best view | have seen
in 25+ yrsin Phuket. 2 mill
baht/rai. Chanote title. Tel: 06-
5950188. Email: nsupin@
yahoo.com

KATA HILL

New house. 3 bedrmes, 2 bath-
rooms, 4 aircons, great view,
800m from Kata Beach. Sale
or 3x30-yr lease: 2.9 million
baht obo. Tel: 01-0918908.

SMALL BUSINESS
house Rawai. Small house
good for small business in
front yard near Evason Hotel
2 bedroom house 900,000
baht. Tel: 06-5950288. Email:
nsupin@yahoo.com

HOUSE FOR SALE

Fully furnished 3-bedrm, 2
with aircon, house in quiet area
of Chalong. Has 2 bathrooms,
living room, kitchen, roof ter-
race and carport. Only 2.8
million baht. Tel: 076-280-
374, 01-9701325. Email:
police 1@phuketinternet.co.th

KATA SEAVIEW LAND
Almost 13 rai of ready-to-
build land with retaining wvalls,
private road and infrastructure
in place, 3 x100-sqgm houses
and one 450sgm. Nowv for sale
from owner at below market
value at 64 million baht. Tel:
076-292874, 06-952- 0772.
Email: kamala@phuket.ksc.
co.th

POINTE EAST
ESTATES
1to 2 rai parcels, east
side. Concrete road,
underground utili-
tiesincluding high-
speed Internet access.
Great location 4.5 km
from Heroines
Monument, 10 minsto
Dulwich, 15 minsto
Lotus, 20 minsto
airport. Solar options,
financing available.
Price: 0.9to 2million
baht per rai. Spec-
tacular ocean views.
Full commission paid
to realtors.
Tel: 06-2786574.

\. J

PAIR OF HOUSES

Ideal for home and income.
Adjacent but in own gardens
and in quiet area. 2 bedrooms,
2 bathrooms, aircon. 1 year
and 4 years old. 5 million baht
for both. View now. These
houses will sell quickly. Tel:
076-388308, 07-2710955.

0 RAION THE BEACH
Chalong Bay. O rai beside
Rawvai Beach. 5 mill baht or
best offer. Tel: 06-5950188.
Email: nsupin@yahoo.com

IDEAL HOUSE 4 SALE
at 2.5 million baht. European-
style 3 bedrm, 2-bathroom
bungalow located in a small
Kathu development on a pri-
vate cul-de-sac. Close to sea at
Patong and within 2km of 2
major golf courses. The house
covers approx 128sgmon a
63-sq wah plot and has a very
large living room and kitchen.
Ideal retirement/2nd home.
Tel: 076-321954, 09-472-
9841. Fax: 076-323421.
Email: somsri@myway.com

1 RAI BESIDE GOLF
course. 1, 20 and 3-rai lots
right beside the Mission Hills
Golf Course. Beautiful view —
it doesn’t get any better. Tel:
06-5950188. Email: nsupin@
yahoo.com

18 RAI BEACHFRONT
Koh Yao. 18 rai on Koh Yao
Yai, with 40 + meters of
beach/ocean front, road ac-
cess, east coast with views to
Krabi and islands. 6 rai Nor-
Sor3 Gor; 12 rai TorBor6,
great price at 6 million baht. Be
quick! Tel: 09-8715192. Fax:
076-244561. Email: info@
phukethomes.com

LAND IN SAIYUAN
Chanote title, ready to build on
161 sqg wah in very private
area. Adjacent to public area
with big tree. Urgent sale at
1.95 miillion baht. Tel: 01-697-
1605, 01-7973603. Email:
phuketgam@yahoo.com

5.3 RAI FOR B7M

Nice land, 600 meters from
Mission Hills Golf Course.
Ideal for small project, ready
to build. Tel: 01-5371050.

4 RAI EAST OF
THALANG

Chanote title, paved road,
quiet location, borders on
year-round freshwater
creek. New heavy duty
generator included in sale,
standard electric soon.
500,000 baht/rai. Full com-
mission paid to realtors. Call
Chris at 06-2786574.

1 RAI PATONG

seaview. Nice landscape. Sale
by owner at 6.5 million baht.
Tel: 09-1966086.

NAI HARN BEACH

4 rai within walking distance of
Nai Harn Beach, with lake
view and ready to build on.
Ideal for hotel, condominium
or bungalow resort. For urgent
sale. Only 5.2 million baht/rai.
Call 06-0000788.

4 RAlI OCEAN VIEW

for sale at Kata. One of the
few plots on Lamsai Cape.
Chanote title, views to Kata
and Karon bays. Great loca-
tion, infrastructure and
ready for development. 48
million baht/lot, ono. Please
call 01-7192821. Email:
kriepob@hotmail.com

2-RAl LOTS RAWAI
with seaview. 1.3 mill baht/rai.
Chanote. Tel: 06-5950188.
Email: nsupin@yahoo.com

5 RAI BEACHFRONT
5-rai of beautiful beachfront
land on west coast. 120
meters of beachfront, sealed
road, elec, water, white sandy
beach and sunsets. Chanote
title. 35 million baht. Tel: 09-
8715192, Fax: 076-244561.
Email: info@phukethomes.
com

134 RAI KOH YAO YAI
15 million baht. 400-meter
sealed road frontage, electric-
ity, government water, great
sea and island views. Over 30
rai NorSor3 Gor and 100 rai
TorBor6. Great investment. 2
min walk to beach+ has a
waterfall. Tel: 09-8715192.
Fax: 076-244561. Email:
info@phukethomes.com

PHUKET BOAT
LAGOON MARINA

A beautiful and exclusive 2-
story waterfront town-
house. Lovely view, 3 bed-
rooms, large living room,
European kitchen, water-
front garden and terrace,
large maid’s quarters, 5
aircon, 4 bathrooms. Phone
line, UBC TV + satellite TV.
Luxuriously redecorated and
furnished. Only 9.5 million
baht. Tel: 01-8626954.

Email: karom@lIibero.it

EAST COAST
Ocean Villas

AT,
DCERNVIEW
LIVENG

GENEROUS VILLA
Nai Harn, pool, 3 bedrms.
Tel: 01-9792901, 076-
388073. Website: www.
siam-business.com

PLOTS OF LAND
Rawai, Nai Harn, Thalang.
Tel: 01-9792901, 076-
388073. Website: www.
siam-business.com

RAWAI: HOUSES

for sale, European standard.
Tel: 01-9792901, 076-388-
073. Website: www.siam-
business. com

1.25 RAI KAMALA

Panoramic views over Ka-
mala valley. Quiet location, not
overlooked. 2.75 million baht.
Tel: 01-7374295. Email:
stevebragg28@hotmail.com

PHUKET’'S LEADING
REAL ESTATE
Phuket's leading real estate
agents offering a full service.
Tel: 076-238886, 01-537-
5970. Fax: 076-238887.
Email: info@phuket-land.net
Please visit our website at:

www.phuket-land.net

BOAT LAGOON

New canal-side apart-
ments for sale. 3 bed-
rooms, 4 bathrooms. Fin-
ishing in marble, teak. Roof
terrace and Jacuzzi. Tel:
01-9794193. Email: info
@andamanproperty.com

FOR SALE
2-bed bungalow, Cape Pan-
wa . 75-sq wah corner plot.
2.4 mill baht. Tel: 07-265-
2347. Email: holmesgeoffrey

@yahoo.co.uk

LAND FOR SALE

20 rai in Rawai. If you build a
2-story house, you will have
50% sea view. With a roof
deck, 100% sea view. Tel:
076-288422.

fropicsi-ihe com
weana iropacal-lhe. oom

BEACH CONDOS
Patong. Apartments for sale
orrent, 92 or120sgm. Fan-
tastic view, 300 meters
from beach. Price: 2.2 mil-
lion baht. Tel: 06-9510053.
Email: su_kingsuwan@
hotmail.com

LUXURY BEACH
condos. Studio apartments of
28sgm for 760,000 baht.
Also have large apartment of
1 bedroom, living room, bath-
room and kitchen for 1.3 mil-
lion baht. Sea views. Tel: 06-
9484490. Email: chotip 5@
hotmail.com

LAND FOR SALE

Directly on Banyan Tree Golf
Course (Laguna property).
1,050sgm (262.4 sq wah).
7.872 miillion baht. Contact for
more info. Tel: 076-239864.
Fax: 076-239865. Email:
hktmkt@ksc.th.com

Find more ads at www.phuketgazette.net/

POWER
PACIFIC

VILLAS

COMMERCIAL

MORE DETAILS CALL
Tara 01 TAT 4213
01 893 6053

Office : 076 325 426

WA, POWERDACITIC. Com

Noi Supin &

Andrew Greenlay
Real Estale Consullants

Land For Sale for
All Needs

Residential &
Commercial Sales

Tel: OT6-2B8T66
Mablle: 07-2T47470
Emaill:
nsupini@yahoo,.com
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LARGE HOUSE
IN KATHU

4-bedrm, 200-sgm house
with 3 bathrooms, on 400
sgm of land in a very quiet
and beautiful location in
Kathu. 3 years old. Price: a
non-negotiable 2.8 million
baht. Tel: 06-6834996.
Email: fenefc@hotmail.com

LAND: LAND + HOUSE
avail separately. Sea views at
Nai Yang beach. 3 rai: 2 mil-
lion baht/rai. House on
NorSor3 Gor land: 2.5 million
baht. Please call for info. Tel:
01-8918689.

PATONG TOWNHOUSE
2-bedroom townhouse for
sale. European standards,
lovely ocean views. 4.9 mil-
lion baht. Tel: 01-5697616,
076-341871.

SERVICED LAND

Fully-serviced, frontline golf
land with ocean view available
in 1-railots. Call 09-972-5226.

FORCED SALE
Furnished 1-bed apartment.
Pool, view over golf course.
Foreign name on title. 800,000
baht. Tel: 09-5944067.

A substantial 4-bed residen-
tialhomeinlarge — 1.25 rai
— and atractive grounds.
Within 5 min of Rawai
Beach. 15 million baht. Tel:

06-8934235.

HOUSE WITH POOL
Large house for sale in
Cherng Talay, close to Laguna
Phuket and the beach. Fully
furnished and with first-class
finishings. 14 million baht.
Email: tgspg@hotmail.com

26 RAI ON THE BEACH
Koh Yao Noi elevated beach
land with NorSor 3 tite and Thai-
style house. Has electricity, lots
of water, and beautiful view. A
perfect location for aresort. Call
076-323284 or fax 072-275-
8460. Price: 21 million baht.

HOUSE IN KATA

for sale. 158-sgm living space,
5 rooms, 2 marble bath-
rooms, one with Jacuzzi, two
fully-furnished kitchens, 3 air-
conditioning units, solar water
heating system, car port and
garden house. Price: 3.8 mil-
lion baht. Tel: 076-333155.
Email: hatzfeld@loxinfo.co.th

Properties
For Rent

NEW HOUSE 4 RENT
Fully furnished and recently
decorated 3-bed, 2 bathroom,
76-sq wah home with garden.
800 m from Heroines’ Monu-
ment. 30,000 baht/month
plus 4 months’ security de-
posit. Tel: 01-8935503.
Email: chantakij@hotmail.
com

NEW HOUSES

Two new houses for rent in
Baan Suan Neramit estate,
10 min drive from Laguna.
Rent for 50 sq wah house is
12,000 baht/month. For 75
sg wah, 17,000 baht/month.
Tel: 06-6829922. Email:
mvanichakul@hotmail.com

FOR RENT AT LANTA
3-story townhouse located in
business center, and 3 rai of
land for rent on Koh Lanta.
Please all 09-9718172. Email:
gena_max@ hotmail.com

NEW APARTMENT
with seaview at Karon for
long-term rent. Aircon, cable
TV, swimming pool, restau-
rant. 15,000 baht/month. Tel:
01-8105559.

SHOWROOM AND
OFFICE SPACE

Showroom and office space
available for lease at The
Courtyard, located immedi-
ately adjacent to Island Fur-
niture on Chao Fa West Rd.
Tel: 076-263992. Fax:
076-263993. Email: info
@thecourtyard-phuket.
com. For more information
visit our website at: www.
thecourtyard-phuket.com

January 24 - January 31, 2004
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PHUKET ISLAND
REAL ESTATE

Specialists in House
Sales, Rentals, Land
Plots and Businesses,
for Sale or Lease,
including Hotels.
For more details call
076-341871,01-9241447,
01-5697616, 09-7762591.
E-mail: sales@
phuketislandrealestate.com
Website: www.

phuketislandrealestate.com

PHUKET VILLA 5

3 bedrooms. Nice house in
small, beautiful garden. Suit-
able for expat or Thai profes-
sionals. 2 bathrooms, 2 air-
cons, fridge, gas cooking, hot
water. Avail February. Mini-
mum of one-year lease. Email:
roymc9@optusnet.com.au

NEW HOUSE 4 RENT
Brand newv and luxurious, near
Nai Harn Beach. 3 beds, 3
bath. Large pool and garden.
Long-term rental. 40,000 baht/
month. Email: drosamond@
lg.com

BEACH RESIDENCE

Patong. 1 or 2 bedrms, fully
funished, kitchen, swimming
pool, 350 meters from beach.
12,000 baht/month. 500
baht/day. Tel: 09-4740227.
Email: chotip 5@hotmail.com

ROADSIDE LAND

for rent. Tkm from Chalong
circle (to Rawai) 1.25 rai. Call
076-391267, 09-8736280.

PATONG TOWNHOUSE
Fully-furnished 2-bedroom
townhouse in central Patong.
25,000 baht a month (min 6
months). Tel: 076-341871,
01-5697616.

PATONG CONDOS

1 or 2 bedrms, fully furnished,
kitchen, pool. 9,000 baht/
month. 400 baht/day. 300m
from beach. Tel: 01-3645419.
Email: thesonbusiness@
hotmail.com

Big house for rent

Hawty inishid fully furmished
bdg houss with 3 aircon bad-
mOms, & showers, Faigs IWing
eim whers &3 b usai as
ofics localed i pescalul ama
near Chadong bay, Long tarm
gasa 3, 0K bahtrmaonth

Conbac 01-35243 11

ROOM FOR RENT

in large house between
Chalong circle and Phuket
Towvn. Includes private bath-
room with hot/cold water.
4,500 baht, incl water and
elec. Must like dogs. Tel: 09-
8683801. Email: kingrw80@
hotmail.com

PATONG - LUXURY
house. Quiet location but close
enough to Patong. 2 bedrooms,
3bathrooms, 4-aircons, 4 balco-
nies with sea views. Tel: 07-
2681170.

SINGLE HOUSE
in Rawai. 2 bedrooms, 1 bath-
room. Please call or email for
details. Tel: 06-6831131, 01-
6769336. Email: pongsak
2495@yahoo.com

Classified Advertisements

Please use this form to write your classified advertisement.
Then hand it to any of our agents.
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Agents for Classified Advertising

PHUKET

Kata Pharmacy & Mini Mart
Taina Rd, Kata

K.L. Mart
Patak Rd, Chalong

NAVA Language School
Phang Nga Rd, Phuket Town

Sin & Lee
Thalang Rd, Phuket Town

Tel: 076-330898
Tel: 076-280400/3
Tel: 076-232398/9

Tel: 076-211230

Taurus Travel ] )
Aroonsom Plaza Rat-U-Thit 200 Pi Rd, Patong

Ala Carte
Kamala main road, Cherng Talay

Tel: 076 344521-2
Classified ads are charged per line. Each line is 60 baht,
with a minimum of 4 lines (heading included) per ad.
All advertising must be paid for in advance.
Deadline for Property Mart page: Friday 3 pm.
Deadline for all other pages: Saturday 12 noon.

Tel: 076-278019

PHANG NGA

Maew Internet Shop, Khao Lak Tel: 076-420627
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Properties
Wanted
HOUSE/APT WANTED
Feb 13-May, or longer. Fur-
nished, pool/garden. Best pos-

sible for 30,000 baht. Call
Larry (Canada) 07-8915719.

THALANG RURAL

land wanted. Seeking 0.5-1 rai
of NorSorGor or Chanote land
in Thalang District. Must be in
a very rural location but still
accessible via public road or
track. Electricity not required
but do need water supply
(spring). Email: simon@link
77.com

RENTAL SOUGHT

for late January. | am looking
to move to Phuket at the end
of January. | am initially look-
ing for clean, inexpensive liv-
ing in the Patong area, pref-
erably with swimming pool
(or access to one) and
aircon. Will start with a
rental of 1-3 months, and
thereafter a yearly contract.
Email: yakuza@gol.com

LAND NEEDED

in Phuket. We need land in
Rawai, Nai Harn, Chalong and
Cape Panwa. Also any beach-
front land or seaview land 15
minutes from Dulwich or Phu-
ket Town. Please email pho-
tos, description and price.
Agents also welcome. Tel: 09-
8715192. Fax: 076-244 561.
Email: info@phukethomes.
com

BEACHFRONT HOUSE
Seeking a house on the beach
in Phuket for long-term rental
of 6-36 months. Will con-
sider a house with breathtak-
ing mountain views and/or
private swimming pool. The
property must be in quiet
surroundings with neighbors
at least 30m away. Will pay
up to 50,000 baht/month.
Please email pics and details.
Tel: 09-4700319. Email:
peter.persson@prefimek.se

LOOKING TO LEASE
Looking to lease O rai of land
on the bypass road for com-
mercial shop. Owners kindly
contact me — no agents. Tel:
01-5353120. Fax: 076-
344847. Email: kamontip@
hotmail.com

GARDEN & POOL
Dutch/Thai couple with plans
to build own house are looking
for a nice, luxury house with
pool and private garden to
rent for 12-15 months. Nice
views and good neighborhood
is a must. Email: buurmanb@
hotmail.com

Accommodation
Available

AIRCON ROOM
25% discount on room with
air conditioning: 580 baht/
night. Room with American
breakfast: 640 baht. Email:
paradizo@paradizo.com.

Please visit our website at:
www.paradizo247.com

CLICK AND FIND

your apartment. Fully fur-
nished apts, from 1-bedroom
studio to 75 sqm. Seaview
penthouse, quiet and cool
Patong hillside location, for
long- or short-term rent. Swim-
ming pool and pool-side bar.
Tel: 076-296621, 01-978-
5501. Fax: 076-344689. E-
mail: baansuanvilla@hotmail.
com. Please visit our website
at: www.baansuanvilla.com

NANAI RD

2-bedroom townhouse on
Nanai hillside. Fully furnished,
phone, cable TV. Min 1 year
rental. 22,000 baht/month.
Tel: 076-294363, 01-270-
5374. Fax: 076-294363.
Email: orcella@phuket.ksc.
co.th

PATONG LUXURY APT
Central Patong 1- and 2-bed-
room apts. Please email for
more information and photos.
Email: suites247@yahoo.
com

ON THE BEACH

Kim’s Club in Patong offers
luxury rooms, motorbikes,
tours and a bar open il late be-
side Baan Boa Resort. See you
there! Tel: 01-0881456.
Fax: 076-292241. Email:
office@knyss.com

PENTHOUSE + CAR
rental offer. Penthouse to let
on Patong Beach. Minimum 2
weeks' let. Deal includes Kia
4WD car. Please contact me
for more details. Tel: 09-972-
3861. Fax: 076-342713.
Email: ba@kiwibrian.com.
Please visit my website at
www.kiwibrian.com

Accommodation
Wanted

APARTMENT IN BKK

needed. Need long-term con-
tract for rental of 2-3 bedroom
apartmentin Bangkok. Bangna
Trad area, Thana City pre-
ferred, or any apartment that
has easy access to express-
way. Please email, preferably
with photo. Email: chatchada
@phuketinternet.com. Tel:
01-8946403.

QUIET HOUSE

or apartment wanted in
Phuket Town or very near,
for 6 months from April.
Email: eunson101@yahoo.
com

KATA CENTER

Single male requires bunga-
low accommodation in Kata/
Karon area from last week of
January for about 6 weeks.
Location important as | have
no wish to hire a car or motor-
bike. Must be about 20 min-
utes’ walk from Peach Hill in
Kata. Email: pmarkcrotty @
btinternet.com

HOUSE IN KATHU
wanted. Looking for 1- or 2-
bedroom house for long-term
stay (minimum 1-yr contract)
in Kathu. Should have basic fur-
niture, garden, telephone line
and cable TV or UBC satellite.
Tel: 01-7378523. Fax: 076-
385956. Email: roithmayr@
loxinfo.co.th

YOGA INSTR SEEKS
housing. Reasonably priced
live/work space for 6-month
term preferred. Nothing
fancy, but clean and quiet are
priorities — otherwise I'm flex-
ible. Unfurished ok, need only
cooking facilities. Tel: 09-552-
2641. Email: rajayoga411@
yahoo.com

APARTMENT

wanted from first week of
March for 3-6 months. Must
be in good condition with the
usual facilities. Prefer Patong
but will consider anything
that's close to Patong. Please
send an email with details of
price and pictures. Email:
james@bentleycc.fslife.
co.uk

NEED ROOM, HOUSE
Expat seeking room or house.
Furnished, phone line, fan/
aircon, 7,000 baht or less. Let
me know what you have.
Email: rogerthai@hotmail.
com

NAI HARN

Expat is seekingatorenta
bungalow in the Nai Harn area
for an initial period of two
months. Please email details
to: beachcomberwa@yahoo.
com.au

VILLA/APARTMENT
wanted. 2 bedrooms, with
view, and located close to
Patong. Tel: +4790012055.
Fax: +4794091217. Email:
reidar@sundoya.no

WANT TO RENT

a room with aircon for 500
baht per night. Email with full
details as soon as possible.
Email: r_solli@yahoo.no

2-BEDROOM HOUSE
wanted. Would like a 2-bed-
room house in Land &
Houses Park for 15,000
baht/month. Tel: 07-889-
3675. Email: jefftd77@
hotmail.com

HOUSE FOR RENT

Looking for accommodation
from March 29, 2004. Email:
polymath2002@hotmail.com

APARTMENT/ROOM
wanted for long-term rental
from January. Should be in
Patong, Kamala, Kathu or
Karon. Fully furnished and
with fan ok. Max price 5,000
baht/mth. Tel: 05-1601670.
Email: paulivarlarsson@
hotmail.com

Property
Services

HARDWOOD
FLOORS

Change your old floor to
new-look hardwood floor
in 1 day. It's pre-vamished,
real hardwood, no dust,
easy to install. Teak,
maple, maka, etc. Prices
from 900 baht/sgm. Tel:
01-4241354. Email: vira
@tropical-decor.com

RENOVATE
plus repairs. For home, of-
fice, garden. Call 06-276-
1504. Website: wwwv.sea-
business.com/renokit

Property
Services

Wanted

e N

FOREMAN
WANTED

We are in need of a good
home construction fore-
man. We have contracts
for four houses and want
to proceed immediately.
Must be able to communi-
cate in English, build in
concrete and building
blocks and be willing to
learn. Tel: 076-254752.

\. J

Household
Services

INSURANCE
SERVICE
For travel, accident, car,
home, business, health & life.
Tel: 076-344521. Email:
agentsmithr@hotmail.com

Building
Services

THAI KITCHEN
Original build plus equip-
ment. Call 06-2761504.
www.sea-business.com/
renokit

phuket
home
sErvices

fepars * mainlenance
nangvation + building
air conditioning
woodwark * slonework
metahwork * electncal
paumbing * gardening
pressure cleaning
window Cieanmng

Tl OF6 324 400
hMobile: 07 282 0200

EQUIPMENT HIRE

Generators, jack hammers,
concrete cutting saws,
welders, pressure cleaners,
scaffolding, containers, etc.
Tel: 01-1251873, 01-892-
4804.

Card #

Sumame {5 appears on curd)

Would you like to keep up on what's happening

in Phuket - the good, the bad and the bizarre?

Let ug share it with you - every week /
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I'0): The Phuket Gazette Co Ltd, 367/2 Yaowarat Road,
Amphur Muoang, Phuket 830, Thailand.
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If aneventisn'tlisted inthe Gazette's
Events Calendar
it probably isn’t one.
List YOUR event now - It’sfreeof charge.

phuketgazette.com/calendar
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WANTED IN FEB 04 City State or Provinee Zip Code

A 3-person family is looking
for a quiet, 2-bed house with
pool from February 10-21,
2004. Budget around 50,000
baht. Not Patong area. Email:
rolfkranepuhl@aol.com

“ountry:| _|_| i i | | | Sorry, no subscriptions
Countr e P . e e e e Sorry, no subscription:
within Phuket province!
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> mégyily
(Neollins

Crur growing practice requines us o seek staff for the followsng positions:

Attorneys
Mimimum 5 years' expenance in Land Transactions and Commercal Transaclions including
Coarparabe Mathers

Accounting Staff:
Mirimum 3 years expardence

Legal SecretariesParalegals
Mirbmum 3 years’ exparience

Al posfions raquire good command of willen and spoken English, good computer skills and
positive atliludas. We provide good salanes, Rming and menlorshp programs. Please email
your resumd and satary requinemants o; Phuketi LegafThal com

McEvily & Coling iz neg=iened with the Law Sccisty of Thailand

Please nale our new lelephone numbers. effective immedistely
Banghok 02-305-2300; Phuket [076) 206881, 296882, or 96883

McEvily & Collins (Phubet)
Bl Prabarames Road, Patong, Kathu, Phuket Thaikand 83150
Tod: [66-76) 296-881-4 Fax: [66-76) 296865 www.LogalThai.com

Sales
Professionals
(Phuket)

il

CBRE

CH RICHARD ELLIS

This is your opportunity to join the largest international property
consultant firm and build up your career in the property industry
with CB Richard Ellis. CB Richard Ellis is expanding our market

presence to cover the international resort market. We are looking
for a high caliber Sales & Marketing Manager and Sales & Marketing
Officers for luxury resort and villa development in Phuket.

Sales & Marketing Manager
(Thai or Expatriate)

Sales & Marketing Officers
(2 positions)

Qualifications: Qualifications:

- Age about 30-45 years of age
with Bachelor's degree or
higher

- Fluent in English

= Strong managerial skill

= Computer literate — Excel,
Words, Power point

-Experience in sales and
marketing is necessary

= Able to work extra time,
wizzhend if needed & able to
work full time in Phuket

- Age about 25-29 years”
with Bachelor's degree
or eguivalant

= Fluent in English

- Computer literate - Excel,
Words, Powar Point

- Experience in sales and
marketing is necessary

- Able to work extra time,
weekend if needed & able
to work full time in Phuket

Interested persons, please send application letter, full resume, present
salary and recent photo to the address below:

Office Manager
CEB Richard Ellis (Thalland) Co.,Ltd.
B7I2, 46th floor CRC Tower, All Seasons Place, Lumpini,

Pathumwan, Bangkok 10330
Tel: (66-2)654-1111 Fax: (66-2) 685-3300-1
Email: supattra.boonyachan@cbre.com
http: fwww.chrichardellls.co.th

ACCOUNTING STAFF

WiredDestinations, an Inter-
net hotel reservation service,
is looking for a cost accounting
officer. The successful candi-
date should be a male or fe-
male, Thai national, age 23-
30. Must hold a bachelor’s de-
gree in accounting, at least 3
years' experience and a fair
command of written and spo-
ken English. Call or email for an
appointment. Tel: 076-254-

ONLINE RESERVATION
staff. WiredDestinations
online hotel reservation ser-
vice is seeking an online reser-
vation officer. Your duties will
include responding toincoming
booking requests by email,
phone, chat. Must be a Thai
national and hold a university
degree, have agood command
of written and spoken English.
Experience in the travel indus-
try is an advantage. We pay

SALES STAFF

wanted. Sales Manager, 1
position, minimum 2 years’
experience, good English re-
quired. Sales Executive, 1
position, 1 year’s experi-

ence, some English an ad-
vantage. Great package for
the right persons. Send ap-
plication by email to Khun
Siriporn. Email: info@
asianwind.biz

Dy wou wond a ewarding career thar offers  securily cxceplional income
opporiuniies?
Bartercard &= the world's largest business-to-business trade exchange, with aperations
n 16 Coundries, including offices in Malavsia, Hone Kong, Awsiralia, Mew Zealand,
Ciread Britm, S Lanka amd the LisA
With five offices already established throughout the Kimgdom of Thailond, our Phuket
office will commence operations in early March, 2004
We novw mmvite hnohly motvated indeovidhels who enjoy o chnllenee. ore mot almad ol
hard work, and ][] b ME 3 par of a successful team to submit their ::|'l|'l:l-.':'ll- 5.
We  oller renerons relainer and bonus scheme along with excellent  career
opportunities io the righi mdividuals
English language skills are not a requirement for this position, Minimuwm age: 28 vears
If suocesstul, you will need o be available {or pre-employment irniming from mid-
Februnry., Please forward your resumé by fax. post or emall by close of business
Janueary AL
| he Mampeme Dhrector, Banercord Phuket
E-mail: michaeliibamercand. co.th  www bartercard co.th
Fax: 076-323 5%

SECRETARY WANTED
for a tour company. Must
have experience of Internet,
and speak English. Should be
tall with an outgoing personal-
ity. Tel: 09-56944017.

SALES EXECUTIVE
Leading property development
company requires a female for
a sales position. Minimum 2
years’ experience, good com-
mand of English essential.
Contact Khun Colin. Tel: O1-
6949850. Email: info @tropi-
cal-life.com

GENERAL MANAGER
General Manager for resort
and spa in Kamala needed.
Must have at least 5 years’
experience, good spoken and
written English skills required.
Please send your CV by fax to
apply. Fax: 076-261128.

THAI DIVE MASTER

required. Dive shop in Kata is
looking for Thai men or
women to work in the dive
shop. Free training up to dive
master. Please call for more
information. Tel: 09-8749147.

STAFF NEEDED

Admin officer, 1 position;
Sales representative, 1 posi-
tion. Requirements: bachelor’'s
degree, good command of En-
glish. Able to use MS Office
(for Sales Representative),
own car is an advantage. Tel:
076-354162.

STAFF NEEDED

for resort on Koh Yao Yai. Re-
quired: male for guest relations
officer and one waitress.
Please call to apply. Tel: 09-
4743463.

an excellent salary and offer a
great working environment.
Application by email only.
Email: robert@ wired-
destinations.com

THE OLD PHUKET

The Old Phuket Hotel is now
seeking the following posi-
tions: Sales and Marketing,
Restaurant Manager, Tour
Desk Operator. Please send
your CV with expected salary
by email or call Personnel De-
partment to apply. Tel: 076-
396353. Email: reservation@
theoldphuket.com

SECRETARY

One secretary needed. Fe-
male, bachelor’'s degree, expe-
rience, Intemet skills, and good
English. Please call for details.
Tel: 01-6916230.

ACCOUNTING STAFF
for new marina development.
Female Thai national with de-
gree in accounting and experi-
ence with computerized ac-
counts required. Knowledge
of QuickBooks an advantage.
Excellent salary for the right
applicant. Please email your
CVtoapply. Tel: 076-239755,
01-9581055. Email: info@
royalphuketmarina.com

ENGLISH SUMMER
school. Dulwich International
College requires English sum-
mer school teachers from
March 27 to April 17, 2004. If
you are keen, enthusiatic and
qualified, please respond by
emailing a single page of CV to
the Director of Summer School.
Closing date January 31. Email:
summer@dulwich.ac.th

766-8 ext 111. Email: robert
@wired-destinations.com

MAID WANTED
Trustworthy part-time
maid wanted to service pri-
vate house in Nanai Rd,
Patong. 4 hours/day, six
days/week. For nice Thai/
farang couple. Good salary
for the right person. Please
call to apply. Previous refer-
ences preferred. Tel: 01-
9780657. Email: gthansen
@pacific.net.sg

ACCOUNTANT

required. Must hold a diploma
or bachelor’s degree in ac-
counting and have 1-2 years'
experience. Should also have
English-language skills. Tel:
076-239111. Email: philippe
@thaimarine.com
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STAFF NEEDED

The Hotel Travel Network, a
world leader in discount hotel
reservations, is expanding its
business and offering an excit-
ing work environment with op-
portunities for career growth.
Applications from candidates
with the following qualifications
are now being taken for our
Phuket office: French, German
and Japanese speaking cus-
tomer service agents. Our cus-
tomer service agents are re-
sponsible for communicating
with our customers using dif-
ferent media. You should be
enthusiastic and service
minded, and able to work calmly
in a highly active environment.
Applicants should be fluent in
French, German or Japanese,
both written and spoken; have
agood command of Englishand
translation skills, have basic
computer skills and experience
with MS Office software
(Word, Excel, Outlook); have
experience in the tourism indus-
try, Intemet and/or e-commerce
businesses. Thai nationality
would be an advantage. Inter-
ested applicants should submit
their application with CV orem-
ployment certificates to:
employment@hoteltravel.com
or call Khun Wiparatat Tel: 076-
282808.

SECRETARY

urgently required. Very good
in English communication, able
to use MS Windows, MS Of-
fice. Working hours: 8 am-5
pm, Monday to Saturday.
Please contact: Electrical Ma-
rine Co Ltd. 20/9-10 Phuket
Boat Lagoon, Moo 2, Thep-
krasattri Rd, Koh Kaew,
Muang, Phuket 83200. Tel:
076-239112. Email: damian
@electrical-marine.com

BEAUTY CLINIQUE
World-class beauty clinique re-
quires a Shop Manager: must
speak excellent English, be at-
tractive, have a pleasant per-
sonality, and be able to manage
staff. Mature, age over 30 is
preferred. Good salary plus
commission. Junior hairdress-
ers: 2 weeks' training given in
Bangkok. Beauty therapists:
should have knowledge of fa-
cial and body treatments.
Please fax your resume to ap-
ply. Fax: 076-271191.

WHITEBAY

International, the most suc-
cessful vacation ownership
company in Thailand, is cur-
rently recruiting sales reps for
our Phuket venue, The Anda-
man Beach Suites. Quality
leads, up to 15% commission,
relocation benefits. All nation-
alities welcomed, especially
German speakers. Please call
or email for more details. Tel:
076-341474,076-341427.
Email: hr@vipphuket.com

SECRETARY WANTED
for a tour company. Must
have Internet experience, and
speak English. Should be tall
with an outgoing personality.
Tel: 09-5944017.
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Reservations and Customer Care officers

DirectRooms is an Internet hotel reservation company,
providing services throughout Asia. We are expanding fast and
need staff

to join our friendly and highly-motivated team. Full and part
time vacancies exist for people with the following:

- Good spoken and written English

- Basic computer knowledge and experience

- Enjoy being part of a team and are diligent

- Able to work within our 24-hour, 7-day rota

Staff with a positive and enthusiastic attitude is very important
to us and full training will be provided. Applicants are invited to
submit a resum in English to:

8/51 Moo 3 Rasadanusorn Road, Rasada,
Muang, Phuket 83000
Email: recruit@directrooms.com
Tel: 076 241 145 Fax: 076 241 021

¥ *' The Islandia Resorts Group & Spa is currently
SLANDIA

looking for qualified and dynamic people to
TS0 CRET A 5h Join our team:
1. Executive Assistant Manager or Rooms Division Manager
2. Executive Housekeeper
3. Asst. Executive Housekeeper
4. Chief Engineer
5. Purchasing Manager

Experience: at least 5 yrs for position 1, and 3 yrs for positions 2-5.

Please send your CV with recent photo to the General Manager at 502/3
Patak Rd, Karon Beach, Muang, Phuket 83100 Fax: 076-396207
Email: gm@islandiagroup.com

ONLINE SALES OPERATIONS
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CHEF REQUIRED

One of Patong’s most suc-
cessful pubs requires the
services of an experienced
chef to manage their kitchen
and a small team. Must be
able to speak English. Good
working conditions. Inter-
ested parties should apply
by contacting Terry. Tel:
01-8938697. Email: rgreg
@loxinfo.co.th

fre
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The Phuket Gazette seeksto fill thefollow:
ing position:

Thai national withinitiative, an outgoing per

Phuket Gazette

Reporter. The successful candidate will bea

sondlity and plenty of curiosity about theworld

Dot com business in smart of-
fice in Phuket Town requires
online sales staff. Required:
speak English, own transport,
experience, flexibility. Typing
45 words/minute, computer
skills on Word, Excel, data-
base. Tel: 01-8913039. Email:
siamuk@ loxinfo.co.th

supervisor. Position for Thai
male/female with good spo-
ken and written English skills,
leadership, team interaction,
delegation, and basic com-
puter knowledge is essential.
Excellent package including
service.Tel: 076-270750.
Email: info@pipsphuket.com

PROPERTY

secretary needed to coordinate
between owners, government
departments and various pro-
fessionals. Required: skills in
English, Excel and Word, and
own transport. Salary: 9,000
baht. Tel: 01-8913039. Email:
siamuk@Ioxinfo.co.th

and how it works. Also essential arethe abil-
ity to communicate in English, both spoken
and written, and acar driver’slicense.

Applications should be submitted by email to
alasdair@phuketgazette.net
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Tout, Trader & Trumpet

Articles for

Sale

GENERATOR

from Germany, secondhand,
125KVA, 225K VA, top condi-
tion (90%). Contact for further
information at Rothermann
1998 (Thailand). Tel: 02-618-
5925 or 01-6176313. Email:
roterman@cscoms.com,
wattana@rothermannthai.com

MOVING SALE

Western family in Phang Nga
wants to sell household
items. For new mums: wood
baby crib and cupboard set
15,000 baht; rocking chair
2,000 baht; fold-up stroller
1,500 baht; and many other
items new or as new — 25,000
baht for the lot. Other house-
hold items include: crockpot
800 baht; suki pan/fryer
1,000; Sony pre-amp speak-
ers 2,000 baht; electric whip-
per snipper 2,000 baht; 2 surf-
boards: 9-foot longboard
5,000 baht; 60-foot short-
board 10,000 baht; Alva
skateboard 6,000 baht; Red
Line 21-speed mountain bike
with child seat and child and
adult helmets 15,000 baht for
the set. Please call if inter-
ested. Tel: 01-8955523.

SNOOKER TABLE
Snooker table, 10 x 5 feet with
new cloth, for sale at 25,000
baht. Please call to view. Tel:
06-2774179.

MOVIES

Movies in English for children
for sale at very good prices.
Email: micks_2003@hotmail.
com

Articles

Wanted

GPS WANTED

Only to hire/ borrow. Need a
GPS or altimeter for a very
short period that can tell dis-
tance above sealevel. Want to
simply check some land plots
to establish 80 meters height.
Tel: 06-2747434. Email: mail
@seftonhanley.com

ACCORDION

and double bass wanted. Is
there anyone who has an ac-
cordion (chromatic, button
keyboard - chromatische
knopfgriffhandorgel) and
would let me practice onita
couple of times between
January and May? | have to
prepare myself for a concert
in May and don't have my in-
strument here. Also looking
for an acoustic double bass -
same purpose. Tel: 076-270-
377, 01-0909642. Email:
dellapietra@mysunrise.ch

BABY CAR SEAT

| would like to buy a baby car
seat. Tel 09-7180350, 06-
2723391. Email: watchreec@
yahoo.com

Boats &

Marine

BOAT FOR SALE

29-foot fiberglass motor
yacht with Thai registration. 2
x 280hp Mercruiser engines.
Price: 3.5 million baht ono.
Call or email for more details.
Tel: 076-239864. Email:
hktmkt@ksc.th.com

DIVE EQUIPMENT

for sale. Regulators and BCD,
15 sets for sale. Call for info.
Tel: 09-8749147.
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MARINE SUPPLIES
Marine supplies (almost new).
14 x 50kg Danforth anchors,
3,000 baht each; 2 x 14kg
foam/H,0 fire extinguishers,
2,000 baht each; 3x 80 C
aluminium scuba tanks 3,500
baht each; 1 ice chest/cooler
bin, 500 baht; 2 lifesavers,
250 baht each; 3 x 10lb CO,
fire extinguishers, 2,750 baht
each; 10 x 100-ftlengths 3"
braided line, 12,000 baht to-
tal; 4 x 100-ftlengths 1" nylon
line, 4,200 baht total; 1 coil of
1" nylon line (approx 500ft),
5,250 baht; 3 x “throw bag’
for water safety, 800 baht
each; 1 handsaw, 250 baht.
Please call, fax or email for fur-
ther information. Tel: 076-
211447. Fax: 076-213604.
Email: sstpkt@phuketksc.co.
th

SPEEDBOAT

for sale. 36 feetlong, with 2 x
200hp Yamaha engines, cabin,
kitchen, WC. Price: 650,000
baht. Tel: 06-2713407.

24-METER DIVE BOAT
for sale. 24-meter live-aboard
dive cruiser with 15 berths for
sale. 6 air-conditioned cabins,
spacious lounge and galley
area, 3 bathrooms, sun deck
and well-appointed kit-up area.
Features full navigational
equipment, tender dinghy, two
Bauer air compressors and 20
tanks. Price: 3.9 million baht.
Contact for more info. Tel:
075-637064. Email: hedley@
loxinfo.co.th

SPEEDBOAT 4 SALE
Fiberglass speedboat. Length:
5 meters, for 6 people. 70 hp
Yamaha. Price: 230,000 baht.
Tel: 06-2713407.

Business Opportunities

BUSINESS IN PATONG
The Son Company, shop and
8 bedrooms, for sale or lease.
80% financing available. No
key money. Tel: 09-474-
0227. Email: thesonapt 2536
@hotmail.com

COMPANY

near beach for sale. Profitable
company, located 150
meters from Phuket’s long-
est beach. Buildings and land
have freehold title (Chanote),
with easy foreign transfer.
Includes a 20-room hotel, 25-
seat restaurant, several
rented offices, 3 work permits
and space to build owner’s
quarters or to expand. Priced
for a quick sale. Please email
for more information. Email:
hotelinparadise@yahoo.com

BUSINESS CENTER

Business center in Rawai,
turns a good profit. See our
website at: www.siam-
business.com or call for de-
tails. Tel: 076-388073, 01-
9792901.

MASSAGE
BUSINESS

for sale. Nice new shop on
the main road. Complete
with 3 new aircons. All else
needed. Price: US$18,750.
Please call or email for more
details. Tel: 06-6828010.
Email: pritchah@hotmail.
com

RENOVATION

company for sale. Large range
of new tools and including
new 4WD Toyota. 13 em-
ployees and contracts for at
least the next 2 years. Please
contact for more details. Tel:
01-8921250.

PATONG RESTAURANT
A fully equipped restaurant in
Patong is available for sale or
rent. Please call Khun Mike for
more details. Tel: 01-828-
9329.

PARTNER

for hotel wanted. We want to
extend our well-known, 17-
room hotel (Patong Beach) to
35 rooms with pool. Best net
yield. Please call or email for
more information. Tel: 06-
6848758. Email: partner@
phuket1.de

PRIME LOCATION

Bar in the middle of Soi
Bangla in Patong for sale.
Immediate takeover pos-
sible and seller can accept
downpayment. Call or email
for info. For further details,
please see our webpage at
http://phket.loxinfo.co.th/
~bajen Tel: 07-292523.
Email: cal@algonet.se

BAR FOR SALE

The Viking Bar, middle of Soi
Seadragon, in the center of
Patong, is for sale. UBC,

HiFi, VCD, all staff and ev-
erything included. 1.4 mil-
lion baht. Please call for
more info or visit me at the
bar. Tel: 09-5881401.

BAR IN PATONG

for sale. Bar in busy Patong
soi for sale. Deal includes all
fixtures and fittings, stock,
sound system, and UBC for
750,000 baht. Call for details.
Tel: 09-1967345.

BUSINESS PARTNER
wanted for new restaurant
and minimart. Looking for
partner with 200,000 baht in-
vestment. Please call or email
for further information. Tel:
07-8866757. Email: dhanrak
@csloxinfo.com

CANDLE BUSINESS
for sale. Very profitble, high-
quality, hand-carved candles.
Work and retail shop in
Patong, all for only 1.8 million
baht. Please call Mr Ocean for
details. Tel: 01-7475874.

FOR SALE

Restaurant located in a nice
part of Kata, opposite Club
Med, fully-equipped European
kitchen. Tel: 09-5426218.

BAR FOR SALE
Located in Soi Bangla, 20
years left on lease, fully
stocked. Price: 1.8 million
baht. Please call for more de-
tails: 01-0880353. Email:
barrest67@hotmail.com

VENTURE CAPITAL
wanted. We wantto buildup a
new resort with 35 bungalows
on Phuket Island. Best net yield.
Please call or email for more de-
tails. Tel: 06-6848758. Email:
joerg@1nj.de

FOR SALE OR
50% PARTNERSHIP

French-managed dive cen-
ter on the beach on Koh
Samui for sale or 50% part-
nership on offer. Includes
42-ft American speedboat,
big office and new equip-
ment. For details, call Tel:
01-8331508 or visit:
www.lesboucaniers.com

FOR RENT

Shop premises in Kathu for
rent. Large area, good location.
Please contact for details. Tel:
076-258460, 06-9474330.

PATONG BUSINESSES
for lease. Bar near beach: key
money 550,000 baht, rent
400,000 baht/year. Internet
cafll: key money 700,000
baht, rent 300,000 baht/year.
Restaurant with 3 bedrooms
and 3 toilets: key money
650,000 baht, rent 360,000
baht/year. All premises fully
equipped. Call or email for more
info. Tel: 01-9683771. Email:
thureewan@hotmail.com

Business

Services

CARIBBEAN BANK
account. Can be opened using
your real name or stay anony-
mous. Operative within 2
working days and major credit
cards, business or private, are
available. Please contact for
further information. Fax USA:
001-1-4354174354. Email:
caribbean@financier.com

INTERNET UNPLUGGED
We have excellent options for
wireless Internet access and
we offer the best proven ser-
vice. If you want a better,
faster, more reliable connec-
tion than a phone line, call or
email for a free and no-obliga-
tion demonstration on your
PC or laptop. Please contact
for more information. Tel: O1-
8957727. Email: john@
axiominvestments.com

SPECIAL PRICE
699 BAHT ONLY
Eve Express Visa. Extension
in one day at Ranong, includ-
ing insurance. Best service

and safe trip. Available nowv.
Daily trip, start 7:30 am, at
KFC Lotus. Tel: 076-
289201 or 01-5352637.
www.phuketdir.com/
expressvisaextension

THAISTOCKS.COM
Unbiased and objective in-
vestment research. Email:
contact@thaistocks.com

BUSINESS CONSULTANT
The Eu-Thai Business Group
Co Ltd can do company for-
mations, investments, con-
tracts, work permits and ac-
counting. Please contact to
inquire. Tel: 076-296594.
Email: euthai@wveb.de

THE WIRELESS HOTEL
Don’t lose business because
your hotel is still in the "90s.
Contact Office Xpress today to
learn how you can bring your
hotel up to date with wireless
Internet service and broadband
access. Contact us for more
info. Tel: 076-282403. Email:
mike@officexpress.org

BUSINESS SERVICE
Company, visa, work permit.
Tel:01-9792901, 076-388-
073. Website: www.siam-
business.com

LAPTOP FOR SALE

Toshiba laptop. Intel 1.33 GHz
CPU, 256MB RAM, DVD,
HDD 30GB, 14-inch screen.
Loaded with Office XP. Paid
90,000 baht, will accept
45,000 baht. Please call for
more info. Tel: 076-346083.

INTERNET ANYWHERE
Mobile USB modem now
available. Works anywhere
with no telephone line needed.
Also computer repairs and
sales. Call now. Tel: 09-473-
5080.

Personal
Services

NIA YOGA PILATES

Nia Yoga Pilates at the Move-
ment Center. See our website
at www.phuketmoves.com.
Please call or email for further
details. Tel: 076-282408, 01-
7975065.

INSURANCE AGENCY
offering health, accident and
travel insurance with no age
limit, and property insurance.
Please call or email for details
and quotation. Tel: 076-296-
594. Email: euthai@vweb.de

Personals

BACKGAMMON

players wanted for some ex-
citing games. Please call or
fax for more details. Tel: 076-
386113 or 01-56778443.
Fax: 076-386114.

ADVENTURE LADY

wanted. Coming to Thailand for
two weeks and looking for a
lady to join me. I'm 39, fairly fit,
fun, and keen on nature. Email:
davidtheteach@yahoo.com.au

ENGLISH GUY

Single, mid-forties, seeks Thai
lady to take to dinner. Email:
planf888@ aol.com

PUPPIES FOR SALE
Yorkshire terrier puppies 2-
month old. Please contact for
details. Tel: 09-8749147.
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Phuket’s Most Trusted &
Reputable Supplier of the Finest
Quality Used SALOONS,
SEDANS, JEEPS & PICKUPS

New cars or trade-ins —
we have what you're
looking for
For more info pls call us at
Tel: 076-224632, 216243
samrarnnit@hotmail.com
WWW.suremotor.com

TOYOTA COROLLA
1997 GXI model. One owner,
160,000km, electric win-
dows, perfect condition.
325,000 baht. Tel: 075-631-
994, 06-8202664. Email:
colombattofabio@hotmail.
com

DAIHATSU MIRA

1995 Daihatsu Mira 4-seat
hatchback for sale. New paint,
rebuilt engine, brakes, ex-
haust, etc, plus service his-
tory. Just passed police inspec-
tion. 12 months' registration.
120,000 baht. Tel: 076-289-
182, 09-5931188. Email:
islanderbar3@hotmail.com

‘89 HONDA ACCORD
89 Honda Accord. 168,000
km. New paint, tires, clutch,
battery, aircon compressor
and 30,000-baht Sony ste-
reo, which is still under war-
ranty. Price: 185,000 baht.
Tel: 07-8893675. Email:
jefftd77@hotmail.com

Ao Nang Tourist Center.....o oo s 172 Moo 2, Ao NMang. Tel: 075-6375351

‘96 TOYOTA
COROLLA

1,600 GL (auto). Gray.
Good condition. 330,000
baht. Call 09-4742945, O1-
7375467.

HONDA ACCORD

2.2 V-TEC 1996 Honda Ac-
cord for sale. Blue color with
automatic transmission,
power steering. Everything
makes the car look as new, at
the lowest price of 550,000
baht or best offer. Contact for
more info. Tel: 06-6829191.
Email: vagabond802000@
yahoo.com

TOYOTA CROWN

Old Toyota, 4 cylinders, runs
perfectly, good engine, gear-
box, aircon, brakes, needs
new paint. Price: 65,000 baht.
Tel: 06-9488139. Email:
phuketmotors 1@hotmail.com

MAZDA MX-5

2002 Mazda MX-5, as-new
condition. Only 17,000km,
metallic blue, 6 gears and de-
tachable roof. 1.7 m baht.
Please call or email to arrange
viewing. Tel: 076-325251,
01-0915910. Email: steveru
@phuketinternet.co.th

MISUBISHI LANCER
1995 Lancer, excellent condi-
tion, metallic blue. Manual 1.5,
electric windows 250,000 or
ono. Tel: 01-56351778. Email:
ib@ijbxel.com

VOLVO 240

White Volvo 240 in good con-
dition. 1987 model. Recently
fitted with new brakes, spark
plugs, distributor and battery.
Engine and aircon run very
well. We've used it for local
driving and several long trips.
Price: 125,000 baht ono. Tel:
076-202208. Email: info@
sunrise-divers.com

EXCHANGE ISUZU

for Cherokee. | would like to
exchange my Isuzu Rodeo 4-
door pickup for a Jeep Chero-
kee. The pickup is in the best
condition, with a 3-liter turbo
diesel engine. Itis a 2001
model and has run about
65,000km. Asdonotneeda
pickup anymore, | would like
to change to a “closed” family
car with auto gearbox. Tel:
06-2819200. Email johanh@
loxinfo.co.th

NISSAN NV SLX
Nissan NV SLX. 1994 model,
alloy wheels, power steering
145,000 ono. Tel: 01-272-
1123. Email: ganokitty@
hotmail.com

JEEP CHEROKEE

for sale. Jeep Cherokee 4.0L
1998. Dark blue, automatic,
4WD, leather seats, great con-
dition and good service history.
Price: 490,000 baht. For more
info please call. Tel: 076-383-
418,01-5365727.

ARMY JEEP

Genuine US army jeep. 1952
body, raised suspension, big
wheels/tires, roll bar. Looks
very cool. Diesel motor, many
new parts. Very well-looked
after. Offers around 90,000
baht. Tel: 075-637603, 06-
5255864. Email: pat@
thaipaintball.com

4X4 KIA SPORTAGE

Kia sportage 4x4 car for sale.
Very good condition, sale by
original owner. Contact for
more details. Tel: 076-341-
099, 09-1968429. Email:
amorn9999@yahoo.com

KIA SPORTAGE 4X4
1997, automatic, gold color.
350,000 baht or nearest of-
fer. Please email to: andys@
royalphuketmarina.com

Motorbikes

HONDA VFR 400CC
motorbike. V engine, four-
cylinder racing motorbike that
is colored beautifully and does
0-100kmh in first gear with 5
more left to play with. 60hp
racing engine, pro-arm (one
back arm), everything in per-
fect motoring order. It is re-
stricted to 180kmh but that is
easily undone. The VFRs are
known for reliability and han-
dling like a dream. Search the
Web to see how impressed
people are with them. Farang
owner and a good reason for
selling (I don’t want to sell it).
Registered with over 6 months
of tax and insurance left on it.
Located in Phuket Town.
59,000 baht ono, which is
20,000 baht less than what a
shop would sell it for. Tel: 06-
6331207. Email: jI8778@
hotmail.com

1993 SUZUKI

Suzuki Impulse 400cc. From
Bangkok. Perfect condition.
New tires, battery, tune up.
Retro-style, similar to Honda
SuperFour. White/blue, Very
nice bike. Same owner past 7
years, well-maintained. No
reg. 55,000 baht. Tel: 09-499-
4050. Email: tilac1@yahoo.
com

HONDA DJ1-R

Small Honda DJ1-R. Clean,
good condition, regularly ser-
viced and running fine. Electric
starter. Colorful paintwork.
Fine for around town. 10,000
baht or nearest offer. Tel: 06-
2747432. Email: mail@
seftonhanley.com

HONDA STEED 600

Honda Steed 600, 1993
model, in top condition with
many extras, new tires and
service history. Not a
Phuket rental bike but
moved south from Bangkok
one month ago. Registration
included at 160,000 baht.
Tel: 076-296621, 01-978-
5501. Fax: 076-344689.
Email: baansuanvilla@
hotmail.com

KAWASAKI KX125
motocross. Just modified:
New tires, brakes, new
Renthal handle bars, new
clutch, etc. Very good condi-
tion. Will sell cheap. Tel: 076-
344852, 01-0798065. Fax:
076-344852. Email: thaigerd
@ji-net.com

HARLY DAVIDSON
Dyna superglide custom 2001.
Very nice bike for sale. A lot of
extra parts.Selling for only
550,000 baht. Tel: 06-277-
5298.

Rentals

QUALITY RENTALS

Braun RentACar — comfort-
able, professionally-main-
tained Honda City cars, and
Suzuki Vitara and Suzuki jeeps
for rent at budget prices. Ev-
ery car comes with full first-
class rental insurance, aircon
and 24-hour backup. Tel: 076-
296619, 09-8735947. Email:
stuart@braun-rentacar.com

MANY MOTOBIKES

for rent. Honda Dream, Honda
Wave, Kawasaki Cheers:
3,000 baht/month. Honda RS,
Kawasaki Boss: 300 baht/
day, all with electric starters
and in good condition. Tel: O1-
0861060. Email: spielfilme@
gmx.net

In addition to 60 retailers in Phuket,
The Gazette Guide 2004 is also on sale at:

krabi/Fhi Phi
Ao Nang Supermar

Kong-Peng Bookstore

Chcean Mart
Seng Ho Bookstore
T R E R R P R

164/5-6 Moo 2, Ao-MNang. Tel: 075-637341

Muang (downtown). Tel: 075-611307
1211 Moo 2, Ao Nang. Tel: 075-637527

Phang-nga/Khao Lak
Bangniang Beach Resort
Coconut Minimart
Mang-Thong Minimart

suratthani/kKoh Samui
Atlas Minimart

Bookazine Samui.

Bangkok

Bookazine Submmivite. ..o ceeineeeens

& Maharat Soi 7, T. Pangnam, Muang. Tel: 075-62295]
78-80 Maharaj Rd, Muang {downtown). Tel: 075-612693

Moo 3, Kuk-Kak, Khao Lak. Tel: 076-420173
Khao Lak Laguna, Kuk-Kak. Tel: 076-420221

13/9 Moo 7, kuk-Kak. Tel: 076-4 20002

162/49 Moo 2, Chaweng Beach, Koh Samui. Tel: 077-413234

Chaweng Beach (opp McDonalds), koh Samui. Tel: 077-413616

PICKUP FOR RENT
Toyota Sport Cruiser for rent.
4WD, 4 doors, 2500cc,
turbo, good aircon and full
first-class insurance. Good
price: 1,500 baht/day for
rentals of at least one week.
Tel: 01-8927687. Email:
cheetah_th@hotmail.com

NEW TOYOTA D4D
Brand new Toyota Sport
Cruiser with zero kilometers
for rent. Full options, including
10-stack hi-end stereo, mirror
tint, and 2.5-liter turbo. Fullin-
surance. This is a very nice
piece of kit. 1,200 baht a day
for 1-month contract, much
less for long term. Major credit
cards accepted. Don't worry
if you're not quick enough;
we'll get another, your choice
of color. Tel: 076-28235, 01-
6072805. Email: mikebike
@phuketinternet.co.th

WANTED

Honda Super Four motorbike
or any classic model. Reason-
able price and good working
order. Tel: 07-2777857.
Email: pandu_s_lulu@yahoo.
com

WANT 250CC UP

| want a motorbike, 250cc or
up. | have only 15,000 baht
cash, but | can make monthly
payments. If you're interested
in selling to me, please call or
email me. Tel: 01-8953185.
Email: phuket@coolza.com

CHOPPER WANTED
Expat wants chopper-style
motorbike — Honda Steed,
Shadow, anything in 400-
800cc range. Must be in
good order, reliable and real-
istically priced. Phone or
email with particulars. Tel:
01-0806254.

140 baht

Nai Lerd Building, 87 Sukumvit Soi 5, Klong Toey, Wattana, Bangkok.

For a list of guide retailers in Phuket, see page 13 of this issue of the Phuket Gazette,
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Weicome to our showroom

PULLEEEAZE!

If you havearadio,
don't takeit to the beach!

W offer you the widest range of
kitchen furniture and appliances

Planning an important
| NG LEAK. HBT-HJHE F'L|5'I"r WATER

| CLEAN MATERIALS, FREE FROM CAR

Event? . st woms ks o

3
S0 e s TN XN

£ EAEEIJFI‘I‘E!‘MLH.‘I'i ,rtknw:

Tell it to | BEST CHOKCE FOR YOUR JIEALTH AND 'lr'u;rlhbm-rr
the WOrld WE|HM': ;i-.:l"—--w-n-du-lpnln e W th
i iy g, S A e rersriscioi pricen. T mkes Tow s

Teka Phuket Showroom free of charge at e i frih et de Vi s B
B35 Vidhisongiram o, 9 @ Madern PV.C.Co., Ltd, Tel:076-214171,076-259271-2
1 Amad b, L ALREG, 1O HOCC0 ® PPS Prestigious Products & Services Ca., Ltd, Tel: 076-286394
I“*:"J%'fj?f@.?ﬁ 234561 b b phuketgazette.net/calendar ~ e-mail: blathe@chonburikse.co.th
Wb wwaclsica oot \—— 7 Crovp o, 1 002 SRS
E-mail: phuket-showromi@iteka co.th L .

Marriott’s Villa Ownership
[KEEHIN] Quality in products Prices ranging from USD $9.900 to $75.000.

Trust in service ME
I - e

. Giolf, Dining, Spa, FantaSea, Sea Canoe,
O best of all spend 2 free nights expenencing this amazing resort

0 e adl and servor cermical oquipmenl binps, Bghibuls. ar -
coreltbioners, commnicabm pyeaTs. Ol i ekeeEaon (ool ]
seciEiry abere e alares, makore, perecine wole e woshing
mackines, vk Bher k. Bot waied sy, deriical hoers, wheduons, g,
Pigh e prwer- Cleonen, poewer Weoh. Taramiion gears, YlvE eEEpITeTE. B

0 W design and brssall lecinical sysems, saichboarh, s condiiones, cumb waliors, =,

Come and explore Marmioit’s new 3 star vacation villa ownership and as a thank vou gift you
will receive your choice of one of the following free,

lel; O00E 2671 470-5 Fax: 006
E-mail: sanitary@loxinio,co.t ' Free 2 rounds of Golf at Blue Canyon Country Club’s Lakes Course,

Free 4,000 Baht Dining & Shopping Gift Certificates.

Free Mandara Spa treatment for 2 persons with lunch,

Free 2 nekets 1o Phuket FanaSea, with dinner and show included.

Free 2 tickets to John Gray Sea Canoe Phang Nga Classic Caves and Hongs tour.

Free 2 nights” accommeadation at Marmriott’s Phuket Beach Club

Siasr

EIE:"I.CH CLLJEt

Do you know them?

17 yoig pich up your weskly Gazefls a0 1he calalars o (ha
Bangkok Phukal Hospile!, chances ard you'ye mal Bhin Bors (W) .‘I"I.'_-.“ our wE]cnmE WH'EI al

anid Khan Y ar Gazatie Distribution JW MARRIOTT Phuket Resort and Spa

T — ahwaye apgar o sarve o, Brd abesys on liks

in fmet, iy can ususdly hard you Saleriey’'s Gapathe cn Frdey afamoan Or call 076-338-200 1o schedule your personal tour, Details of participation apply.
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