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Toplesstourists

causeconfuson

By Gategaeo Phetsawang

PHUKET: Anyoneaiming for an
al-over tan could be fined 500
baht under Section 388 of the
Thai Penal Code, which deals
with “... shameful acts, ... inde-
cently exposing his or her per-
son, ... or committing other inde-
cent acts’.

However, local policeoffic-
ers are reluctant to enforce the
law as long as the exposure oc-
curs in public on a crowded
beach rather than in a bar, par-
ticularly if the person on display
happensto be foreign.

Toplessness came under
scrutiny when a Gazette reader
asked if topless sunbathing was
legal. The police officer who re-
sponded for Issues & Answers
referred to Section 388 but added,
“We have never charged any
tourist like this before because
Phuket isatourist destination.”

Maj-General Panya Ma-
men, National Commander of the
Tourist Police, had adifferent at-
titude. He told the Gazette that
officers should enforce laws re-
gardless of where the offense
was committed or by whom.

He commented that re-
sponsibility for advising tourists
and others on this matter should
fall totheprovincia government.

Provincia Vice-Governor
Niran Kalyanamit admitted that
this issue had not come up for
discussion before but remarked,
“If we enforce this law, we will
do so fairly. There will be no
double standards.”

He conceded that enforc-
ing the law might affect tourism
but suggested that officerscould
warn people first before enforc-
ing the law.

“We have a different cul-

Toplessness at Kata: The law appears to ban it, but official attitudes

vary enormously.

tureand lawsfrom foreign coun-
tries, and visitors may not know
what isillegal here.”

V/Gov Niran told the Ga-
zette that the matter would bedis-
cussed at a forthcoming provin-
cial government meeting and
added, “We need to have a pub-
lic hearing aswell.”

Some Tha women have
been upbraided in recent months
for what they are, or are not,
wearing. Widely-reported before
last year’s Songkran festival, for
example, was the edict of the
then-Culture Minister, Uraiwan
Thienthong, telling women to
wear asarong rather than a spa-
ghetti-strap top and shorts.

“We should get rid of some
of the unwanted practices of re-
cent years,” she said.

The Gazette asked several
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Thai women in Patong for their
views. Most expressed apositive
atitudeto going topless—for for-
eigners, at least.

Maew, 35, from Srisaket,
felt that going topless on the
beach seemed “natural” and
even gave parents— Thai or for-
eign—theopportunity to explain
the difference between cultures.

Ae, 37, whoworksin a Soi
Banglabar, said, “I wouldn't dare
go topless on the beach but it
doesn’t bother me that foreign
women do.”

Koy, from Chanthaburi,
commented that toplessnessnow
seemed normal in Patong,
whether onthe beach or in abar.
“There are predominantly West-
ern styles here [in Patong] now
and we just get used to it.”

Editorial: Page 18

Laguna
‘confident’
over tin
minetitles

By Gategaeo Phetsawang

THALANG: James Batt, Joint
Managing Director of Laguna
Resorts & Hotels, has hailed as
“good news’ the announcements
by various officiasthat theland
titles for the 13 plots on which
the hotel complex isbuilt arele-
gitimate.

Both the Provincia Land
Office and the provincial arm of
the Committeeto Solve Problems
of Encroachment on State Land
(KorBorRor) have told the Ga-
zette that they consider thetitles
for the Lagunaland, formerly tin
mines, wereissued legally.

Mr Batt told the paper,
“We're confident now that ev-
erything seems to be settling
down and no further damagewill
be doneto Phuket’s economy by
these accusations, so hopefully,
that will be good news.”

The controversy over land
deeded to Thai Wah Develop-
ment, owner of Laguna Phuket,
took abig step toward final reso-
[ution during a January 7 meet-
ing in which the Phuket Provin-
cial Land Office (PPLO) told the
chief investigator of the KorBor-
Ror in Bangkok, Pol Lt Gen Surin
Pikultong, that the title deeds
wereissued legally.

Thefinding upholds previ-
ous rulings by the Land Office,
athough the PPLO added that
further investigation into other
aspects of the case might be
needed before the matter could
be put to rest.

PPLO Chief Suphot Su-
wannachotetold the Gazette that
his department concluded that all
13 plots, covering 400 rai, were
issued in accordance with gov-
ernment regulations.

Continued on page 2
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Some were bubbling over with excitement (left) while other youngsters (right) had to take a break from time to time at the Children's Day
celebrations organized by students at Rajabhat Phuket Institute on January 10. The event attracted more than a thousand children who
could choose from a huge variety of fun and games to take part in. Similar parties were organized all over Phuket.

Vendors chief ‘beingwatched’

PHUKET: Police searches of six
Phuket properties belonging to
Patong Vendors' Association
President Somwang “Lag’ Wong-
han, 39, havefailed to turn up any
illegal firearms, Pol Lt Col Chart-
chai Nikorthanon of Phuket Town
Police Station, said.

Col Chartchai, who joined

theraids, said, “K. Lae is under
police surveillance as he is con-
sidered an ‘influential person’.”
The searches followed the
arrest of K. Lae on December 2
for carrying apistol in publicwith-
out alicense, at the Chilli Phuket
pub and restaurant in Phuket
Town. He was fined 1,000 baht.

Japanesetourist drownsoff Karon

KARON: A 30-year-old Japa-
nese tourist drowned at Karon
beach on January 6 about 6 pm.

The man, named by police
as Kenji Maehama, went for a
swim with a group of friendsin

front of the Phuket Arcadia
Beach Resort. Two got into dif-
ficulties. Beach guardswere able
toretrieve both, but Mr Kenji died
on the way to Bangkok Phuket
Hospital.

Restaurant destroyed in blaze

CHERNG TALAY: Tum Sala-
thai, a seafood restaurant on the
entry road to Laguna Phuket,
burned to the ground in the early
hours of January 7.

Police are investigating ar-
son asone of two possible causes
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of the blaze. Cherng Talay Police
officer Pol Capt Prakob Boon-
kwan, duty officer at the time of
the fire, said, “We are focusing
our investigation on two possibili-
ties — an electrical short or ar-
son.”
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Reminder over
foreigners wages

By Dhirarat Boonkongsaen

PHUKET: Pol Capt Krissarat
Nuesen, Deputy Inspector of the
Phuket Provincial Immigration
Office (PPIO), hasreminded for-
eigners that, starting on July 10,
new minimum wage require-
ments will come into effect for
foreigners seeking one-year per-
mitsto stay on the basis of hold-
ing work permits.

He said the new rates,
whichwill nearly doublethemini-
mum wage reguirementsfor one-
year extensions, are intended to
further restrict foreign workersto
specialized occupations.

Capt Krissarat said that the
increases were announced ayear
in advancein order to give firms
employing foreignersachanceto
adjust to the change.

Starting July 10, applicants
who wish to extend avisaby one
year at their local Immigration
office will be required to submit
acopy of their PorNgoDor1 tax
report showing that their monthly
income, including benefits and
allowances, meets the new mini-
mum wage requirement.

Theincreases are expected
to cause problems for schools
employing foreigners. The aver-
age salary of a foreign teacher
employed by astate school istypi-
cally 25,000 to 30,000 baht.
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Theincreases are expected
to drive many teachers out of the
country and force those who
chooseto stay to |eave the coun-
try every 90 days— regardless of
their teaching schedules — or be
subject to possible arrest, deten-
tion and deportation.

Thenew minimum monthly
saarieswill beasfollows:

* Japanese, American, Ca-
nadian, 60,000 baht;

* Europeans and Austra-
lians, 50,000 baht;

* Koreans, Taiwanese,
Hong Kong Chinese, British Na-
tional Overseas passport holders,
Singaporeans, Malaysians, 45,000
baht;

¢ Indians, Middle Eastern-
ers, mainland Chinese, Indone-
sians, Filipinos, 35,000 baht:

e Laotians, Burmese, Viet-
namese, Cambodian and all Af-
ricans, 25,000 baht.

Newspaper journalistsget a
special deal. They will beeligible
for one-year renewals with a
monthly incomeaslow as 20,000
baht —even lessthan that of Bur-
mese fisherman.

Capt Krissarat added that
employeesof firmsthat hold con-
tracts with the Thai government
might be eligible for exceptions,
and advised workers to contact
their personnel departments to
find out.

Lagunahailstin
minetitle news

From page 1

“Initially, we consider the
deeds valid in terms of the legal
procedures through which they
were issued,” he said.

He refused to give details,
however, until after meeting rep-
resentatives of the provincial
KorBorRor, which he expected
would take place this month.

K. Suphot said, “This [has
been] a big problem, so we need
to discuss it further in order to
avoid making mistakes.

“The KorBorRor probably
needsto consider other [non-pro-
cedural] aspects of the case too,
such asby examining aerial-pho-
tographs.”

The probe followed char-
ges by a self-appointed Senate
working group, led by Sen Pricha
Pitanon, which complained that
the original holder of the conces-
sion to minetin along Bang Tao
beach, the late Khoon Wisetnu-
kulkij, failed toreturn theland to
the state at the end of the con-
cession, as required by the law.

Instead, the group charged,
the 400 rai of land was improp-
erly issued with deeds, which
were upgraded and eventually
sold to Singapore-based Thai
Wah Development.

Visawa Sasismith, Phuket’'s
Chief Administrative Officer, aso
told the Gazette that the disputed
deeds were not actually on tin-
mining concession land. He said
that, in the past, concessions to
minetinwereissued intwo sepa-
rate tranches.

“After thefirst tranche of
concessions expired — but be-
fore the second was announced
— many people were issued
with land documents,” he ex-
plained.

“Those areas weren't con-
sidered to be government or for-
estry lands at that time.”

Many of Phuket’s wealthi-
est families made vast fortunes
through property holdingsonland
that wasoncemined for tin, lead-
ing many critics to believe that
Thai Wah has been unfairly
singled out because of itsforeign
ownership.

Thalang District Officer
Kanthee Silapatold the Gazette
that the PPLO needed to explain
clearly tothe public why it found
that the deedswerelegal. There
was still much confusion, he
said.
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Mystery over death of Russian girl

CHERNG TALAY: Mystery surrounds the
death on January 12 of a 10-year-old Rus-
sian girl vacationing with her family at the
five-star Dusit Laguna Resort Hotel.

Police said they suspected the girl might
have been electrocuted, but a senior Dusit
manager rejected this theory, saying the ho-
tel was awaiting the conclusions of forensic
expertsin Bangkok.

The girl, named by police as Ksenia
Drashinskiy, had been swimming in the pool
and was found in a collapsed state nearby,
witnessestold police.

“We' ve checked and there's no electri-
cal problem so the swimming pool hasn't been
closed,” said Chatree Chuensuksinsap, Ex-
ecutive Assistant Manager at the resort.

He said that investigations were pro-
ceeding slowly because the girl’s parents,
who were still at the resort, could not speak
English. It was not known whether Ksenia
had a medical condition that may have con-
tributed to her death.

Based on the comments of a bystander
who touched the girl soon after she had | eft
the water, Pol Mg Siriwat Inyim, Inspector
of Investigation at Cherng Talay Police Sta-
tion, said he believed that an electric shock
may have been responsible.

But theresort’'sK. Chatreesaid, “| can’t
offer conclusions because we arewaiting for
the [Dusit] legal department to come here.

“1t happened about 10 am. She[thevic-
tim] went out to swim but nobody saw how it

happened at the scene so we don’ t know know
the real cause.

“Thegirl was swimming with other chil-
dren, who then saw her lying besidethe swim-
ming pool. They thought shewaskidding. But
then peopl e discovered she was unconscious
and had a weak pulse. They asked staff to
get her to adoctor,” K Chatree added.

Thegirl wasinitially treated at anearby
clinic and then sent to Thalang Hospital and
then to the Bangkok Phuket Hospital. Sheis
thought to have died on the way.

The police investigation began at noon
and continued until midnight. Officersreturned
to theresort thefollowing day to try to speak
with the girl’s parents and representatives
from the Russian Consulate in Bangkok.

Queer News

Horror of the
morning after

PATHUM THANI: Some people
may befamiliar with the surprise
of waking up on the morning of
New Year's Day to find an un-
expected creature lying beside
them in bed.

Few, however, take the
troubleto report suchincidentsto
the police. Fewer still are the
cases where police haul the of-
fending bedmate off tojail.

Pol Lt Col Sarawut Netriya-
non, Superintendent at Tambon
Suan Prik Thai Police Station,
was as surprised as anyone on
January 1 when hewas called to
arented room by 23 year-old Thip
Nethip, who said that there was
a monstrous creature asleep on
his bed.

Investigations swiftly show-
ed that the “monster” was a
bright-greeniguana, 50 centime-
ters long and weighing in a a
meaty fivekilograms. Not know-
ing what to do with the reptile,
Col Sarawut took it back to the
station.

Fearful that the vegetarian
lizard might harm local children
—iguanashavelong, sharptalons
— officers there locked up the
cregtureinaprison cell whilethey
waited for wildlife officials to
come and collect it.

Source: Thai News Agency

Weapons recovered
after anonymoustip

KATHU: Police recovered a
briefcasefull of explosivesalong
aroad in Kathu early on January

‘No problems for visa
runs via Narathiwat

By Sangkhae Leelanapaporn
& Dhirarath Boonkongsaen

PHUKET: Despite continuing
violencein the south of Thailand,
the visa officer at the Thai Con-
sulate in Kota Bahru, Malaysia,
has insisted that the situation
along the border is still calm and
that many foreigners continueto
arrive each day to renew visas.

KotaBahruistheThai con-
sulate closest to Phuket, and one
of a few in the region that has
consistently issued six-month
double-entry non-immigrant B
visas, required by people who
wish towork in Thaland.

Tour companiesoffer “visa
trips’ that involve being away
from Thailand for just a few
hours.

The southern Thai prov-
inces of Narathiwat, Pattani and
Yalahave undergone seriousvio-
lence, mostly attacks on local
police, soldiersand schools.

An estimated 60 attackers
poured gunfire into a police sta-
tion in Betong, Yala, on January
7. No one was reported hurt in
the 15-minute battle.

Pavinee Yuwaphan, Visa
Officer at the Thai Consulate in
Kota Bahru, told the Gazette on
January 8 that security in Nara-
thiwat and on the border wastight
and tourists could feel safe.

“Wedtill havealot of people
coming to see usevery day,” she
said. “| am not worried. We have
soldierson guard around the bor-
der areaand in each of the prob-
lem provinces. Security checksat
the Thai border are very strict.”

However, she added that

anyone still concerned about se-
curity “can go to renew visas [at
the Thai consulate] in Penang
which is also issuing six-month
non-immigrant visas.”

In Penang, however, an of-
ficia at the Tha consulate said
that non-immigrant visaswere not
automatic. “It depends on the
documents the applicant pro-
vides,” the official said, adding,
on the bright side, that one-year
non-immigrant B visas were
available provided the paperwork
isinorder.

A Penang-based Gazette
source with connections in the
consulate said that, to hisknowl-
edge, the consulate was not i ssu-
ing six-month visas, but that one-
year multiple-entry B visascould
be obtained by anyone holding a
current Thai work permit.

Pol Capt Krissarat Nuesen,
of the Phuket Immigration Office,
said, “You can go to any country
you wish [in order to get a non-
immigrant visa] but thevalidity of
the visa depends on the discre-
tionary authority of each consu-
late, which in turn depends on
how much authority the consu-
late is given by the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs.”

Meanwhile, thetourismin-
dustry in Phuket isnaturally wor-
ried about the effect the violence
in the South will have on busi-
ness.

Phuket Tourist Association
President Pattanapong Aikwa-
nich, told the Gazette that he felt
the role of the press was “most
important” when it came to cov-
ering thissensitivetopic.

“l think we should act

5 after receiving an anonymous
tipoff.

Near an electricity pole
along Phra Phuket Kaew Rd (the
Samkong-Kathu road), police
found abriefcase containing five
M67 fragmentation grenades,
two one-kilogram TNT bombs
and 191 rounds of assault rifle
ammunition. The bombs, gre-
nades and ammunition were
wrapped separately inthree plas-
tic bags.
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strongly to provideinformation to
the public about what is happen-
ing in the three provinces.

“The government should
work with theforeign media, such
as CNN, to let them know the
real situation. The government
should take[the press] to the area
and let themto seewhat isreally
happening.”

Lt Cdr Boonchart Prom-
poon, Director of the Airports
Authority of Thailand, Phuket,
said that there are no flights to
Phuket from Narathiwat, Yalaor
Pattani, so there has been no ef-
fect on the number of arrivals.

“Anyway,” he added, “we
continue to be very strict about
the security of every flight. We
also check runways, and wework
closely with local authorities to
exchangeinformation.”

A source at South Siam
Travel Services, who asked not
to be named, confirmed that in-
bound reservationsare holding up
and that there have not been any
cancelations nor, indeed, any
worried queries.

“The tour groups are com-
ing herewithout asking about the
circumstance in the three south-
ern provinces,” the source said.
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Cheaper fares
for Bangkok-
Phuket flights

PHUKET: Thai Airways Inter-
national (THAI) isofferingalim-
ited number of seats on its
Phuket-Bangkok route at the low
priceof 3,400 baht returnor 1,700
baht one-way.

The seats are being allo-
cated on afirst-come, first-served
basis, and are most likely to be
awarded to people paying for and
collecting their tickets at |east 48
hoursin advanceof aflight. They
are neither transferable nor re-
fundable.

Viset Sontichai, Upper-
Southern Thailand District Sales
Manager for THAI, told the Ga-
zette that the precise number of
low-price tickets on each flight
varies, but that as many as 30
may be available on any one
flight.

The promotion, which ends
on March 31, is part of the
airline’s preparation for the
launch of itsalow-cost airlineon
April 1, K. Viset added.

— Dhirarat Boonkongsaen

Gluesniffers
comeunstuck

PHUKET TOWN: Seven glue
sniffers were arrested early on
January 11 when police officers
on patrol caught them enjoying
their preferred form of substance
abuse, inhaling the vapor of rub-
ber-based glue.

A police patrol came across
fiveyoungsterssniffing glueina
dark corner on Soi Si Sena at 2
am. Theyoungstersbolted in dif-
ferent directions, but to no avail.

Just 20 minutes later, the
patrol discovered another two
glue sniffers by the banks of
Klong Bangyai on Rattanakosin
200 Pi Rd.

Liketheir crosstown coun-
terparts, thetwo ran off, but were
later caught by the officers.

All seven were charged
with substance abuse and were
held without bail pending court
appearances.
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any new hotel projects
have been confirmed for
Phuket. Some are being

developed by Thai companies,
most notably the 500-room Bura-
sari Hotel included as part of the
Jungceylon mega-project in Pa-
tong, and the 400-room Central
Phuket Resort on 41 rai of beach-
front property in Karon, scheduled
to open in mid-2007. Confirmed
projects that involve international
hotel brands include:

They're off
Raffles’ first property in Thailand,
a 79-room hotel and spa south of
Kata Noi in Phuket, scheduled to
open by the end of 2006.

Banyan Tree, adding 22
new villas to its current 108 at La-
guna Phuket.

Alila Hotels and Resorts
based in Singapore, has an
agreement with developers Acqua
Phuket to brand Acqua’s 78-villa
hotel project in Kamala, which is
now under construction and
scheduled for completion this De-
cember. The hillside site covers
about 37 rai and offers one- and
two-bedroom villas.

Park Plaza Hotels , a divi-
sion of hotel giant Carlson Hotels
Wordwide, is developing a 99-
room villa resort on Nakha Yai Is-
land, to open early this year.

Hilton Hotels is rebranding
The Phuket Arcadia Beach Re-
sort, Phuket’s largest hotel, as a
Hilton Hotel property in October
this year.

Hilton affiliate Conrad Ho-
tels is investing US$15 million
(about 670 million baht) in the con-
struction of 31 luxury villas and up-
grades to the existing 79 rooms
at the Panwaburi Resort & Spa,
which will be rebranded this year
as the Conrad Phuket at Panwa
Bay.

Accor Hotels is expanding
and upgrading the 77-room Pan-
wa Beach Resort, which it is al-
ready being marketed under the
brand.

Development executive
Brian Deeson said the company
was also evaluating and working
on a couple of other projects, one
a new venture and the other a re-
furbishment, although both are
still being discussed.

“We are most eager to ex-
pand our presence in Phuket and
certainly will be focusing on the
area in 2004,” he said.

US-based Asia Properties
announced in February last year
that it had signed a memorandum

of understanding to buy 116 rai of
beachfront land along Mai Khao
for US$9.5 million (about 430 mil-
lion baht) to develop a four-star
luxury villa resort to be named the
Royal Andaman Beach Resort.
The project’s first phase of
150 villas is scheduled to begin
in the first quarter of this year.
Sources told the Gazette that the
project was still in the “due dili-
gence” phase of ensuring that all
property title deeds were incon-
testable before proceeding.

Starter’s orders
Didier Picquot, Regional Vice
President and General Manager,
Four Seasons Hotel Bangkok, re-
plied to questions by saying, “We
have not as yet secured a site in
Phuket. When we do, | will certainly
keep you informed.”

Kristi Arndt, Director of Pub-
lic Relations of Carson Hotels
Worldwide , which includes the
Regent Hotel brand, said, “Phuket
is a strategically important leisure
destination for [Regent] and we
are looking at several opportuni-
ties there. However at this time,
we do not have a signed deal to
develop a Regent hotel in Phuket.”

Holding back

Richard Greaves, General Man-
ager of Grand Hyatt Erawan Bang-
kok, said that rumors that Hyatt
International was planning a
project in Phuket were untrue.

Sisadhi Christopher Reu-
ben, Public Relations Manager at
The Oriental in Bangkok, said par-
ent company Mandarin Hotels
had “no plans or projects to de-
velop a hotel in Phuket”.

Julia Record, Director of
Corporate Public Relations of
Shangri-La International, said
Shangri-la “has no detailed plan
yet to develop a new hotel in
Phuket.”
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ith at least

31,000 ho-

tel roomsin

more than

549 estab-

lishments,
Phuket’shotel industry issecond
only to Bali’sasaresort destina-
tion in Southeast Asia, and is
Thailand’'s second largest hotel
market, after Bangkok.

Remarkably, however, only
about 10internationa hotel brands
operate hotels here. But that
seemslikely to changefast, with
several international chains con-
firming projectsontheidand and
many more studying the market,
seeking out properties to build,
develop or manage.

Many industry analysts be-
lieve that while the rapid expan-
sion in inexpensive and moder-
ately-priced hotels has led to
oversupply in those market seg-
ments, there is still potential for
development in the five-star ho-
tel sector — as shown by the
growing interest of international
hotel chains seeking a presence
here.

Raobert Hecker, Managing
Director of tourismindustry con-
sulting firm Horwath Asia Pa-
cific, told the Gazette that sev-
eral potential new projectsarein
the planning stages.

Though he wouldn’t name
names — because they have yet
to be confirmed — he did say the
the new projects could add more
than 500 five-star rooms to
Phuket over the next three or four
years.

Horwath Asia, which re-
leased an in-depth market study
on the Phuket hotel industry in
2002, believes Phuket is under-
supplied with five-star hotels, es-
pecially when compared with
Bdli.

“We would expect Bali to
have more, but the gap is consid-
erable — particularly with regard
to villa-type hotels. Before the
Marriott openedin 2001, thelast
five-star opening in Phuket was
around 1994,” Mr Hecker ex-
plained.

“We're very optimistic
about Phuket, and in fact Phang
Nga Bay’s whole future,” he
added.

“Thereisstill more product
diversification, access and over-
all inventory that can beimproved.
The demand is there to support
it. Thailand hashugeinternational
goodwill. The destination haslon-
gevity right up there with the the
Rivieraand Hawaii,” he said.

Bill Barnett, Managing Di-
rector of Phuket-based con-
sultancy C9 Hotelworks, is
equally optimistic about the po-
tential for growthinthe upper end
of the market.

“Phuket remains avery at-
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The era of small ‘no-name’ hotels on Phuket is
giving way to a boom in big brands and big
developments. Stephen Fein reports.

tractive hospitality investment,”
hesaid. “It has surpassed Bali as
the region’s leisure destination
because of a favorable political
climate, proximity to amajor in-
ternational air hub in Bangkok,
and faster door-to-door travel
from places such as Hong Kong,
Singapore and Kuala Lumpur.

“It haslong-haul and short-
haul capacity and a vibrant do-
mestic market that is growing
apace with improvements in the
Thai economy,” he said.

Tourism Authority of Thai-
land figures for the 2003 Janu-
ary-March quarter reveal that
Thais accounted for about one-
guarter of the hotel rooms in
Phuket.

Mr Barnett thinks interna-
tional hotel chainsinvesting here
will dowell.

“When it comes to returns
on investment, most five-star ho-
tels here attain more that 50%
gross operating profit [before
fixed and financial charges],
which meansthey enjoy lucrative
bottom-lineresullts.

“With less then 10 interna-
tional brands, there is great po-
tential for growth. These brands
will help the destination mature,
ensure international markets are
being hit, and improve service
standards.

“Phuket should be able to
see sustained short- and medium-
term growth and remains a safe
haven for investment and tour-
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ism,” he added.

Michael Cowan, another
C9 Hotelworks Director, is cur-
rently doubling asinterim GM at
the 318-room Karon Villa, which
was bought by LaSalle Invest-
ment Management and will be
rebranded some time next year,
though it has not yet been deter-
mined which international opera-
tor will be chosen.

“JonesLang LaSalleHotels
is conducting this exercise with
numerousinternational hotel op-
erators showing interest. \We ex-
pect the selection to be completed
in early 2004,” Mr Cowan said.

“Thehotd will closein April
2004 for extensive redesign and
refurbishment.

Thisprogramwill deliver a
first-class resort. LaSalleis pro-
posing to retain staff during clo-
sure and embark on an intense
staff training exercise,” headded.

JonesLang LaSalle, which
released results of a Investor
Sentiment Survey in December,
reported that Phuket is the most
sought-after market in Asia-Pa-
cific for acquiring existing hotel
assets and developing new pro-
jects.

Mr Cowan said, “C9 Hotel -
works considers Phuket the best
hotel resort location in Thailand
in the long term. The provinces
of Phuket, Phang Nga and Krabi
will developinto aregional tour-
ist hub, but Phuket will continue
to be the central destination.

“Regionally, Phuket is al-
ready well-positioned and will
continue to improve through in-
creasesindirect international air-
linetraffic,” he added.

Typically, international
brands do not invest in the
projects they manage. They are
usually hired to manage or
“brand” properties that are most
often owned locally.

The expansion of interna-
tional brands therefore depends
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onthewillingness of local devel-
opers or owners to have an in-
ternational operator run the ho-
tel.

Horwath Asia’s Mr Hecker
explained that, compared with
their counterpartsin Bali, devel-
opersin Phuket havetraditionally
been lesswilling to hire interna-
tional operators.

Instead, they have preferred
to build three- or four-star hotels,
which are easier to operate ef-
fectively without abrand, and to
rely on major tour wholesalersfor
marketing.

But there have been other
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obstacles to international chains
investing here.

“The availability and price
of suitable sites have been the
major obstacles to five-star de-
velopment in Phuket,” Mr Heck-
er said.

“While the Asian financial
crisisand the resulting deprecia-
tion of the baht helped to reduce
land prices and make them more
attractive to foreign buyers, it
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seems that issues relating to the
confirmation of land title deeds
continue to limit foreign invest-
ment and five-star hotel expan-
sion in Phuket,” he added.

With land ownership issues
in Thailand problematic at best,
and local hotel owners wary of
turning control over to foreign
managers, one approach used by
the Best Western chain has been
to brand propertiesunder itsname
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whileleaving management inlo-
cal hands, asit did with the Phuket
Ocean Resort in Karon and the
newly-opened Best Western
Bang Tao Beach Resort and Spa.

With the range of aterna
tives for local hotel owners to
brand themselves increasing,
along with strong demand from
international hotel chainsto get a
foot in the door, the upward swing
in foreign investment in the
Phuket market may be just be-
ginning.

If the trend continues, the

PALM B POCKET PG
o COMPUTER ACCESSORIES

Bigi ¢ [Bomemen oo
B (- Ae2a-B it
Feshid Towh

E 0-7421-58 187

F: D- 753002
S GO PR ST

— a B0t CuRComEE-e Com
BUS cOmpuTERIAND SERVICE €O, LTD.

presence of international hotel
chains could eventually reach a
critical mass that would make it
an embarrassment for big-name
operators not to have their name
on aproperty on theisland.
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Themystique

of ‘yang para

By Sangkhae Leelanapaporn

o0 many Westerners, a

rubber plant is some-

thing that growsinatub

and sitsin an apartment
corner, gathering dust on its
leaves. The popular indoor plant
isjust asmall part of the story of
rubber.

On Phuket, latex from a
very different kind of rubber tree
—known in Thailand as the yang
para — flows through the veins
of the island’s history. Even to-
day, with tourism the local econ-
omy’s main source of income,
rubber remainsamajor export for
theisland and Thailand.

Therewasatimewhen rub-
ber was seen by all asamiracle
product, and whileitisnow treat-
ed as an ordinary component of
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everyday items such astires and
gloves, it still retains mystique.

Making tourists and locals
more knowledgeable about rub-
ber and the industry that has
grown up around it is the main
aim of the new Agro Tourism of
Phuket Service Center for Crops
and Production Resources (SC-
CPR).

The title may be a bit of a
mouthful but the SCCPR’s new-
ly opened premises in Pa Khlok
evoke the spirit of the rubber
plant, sitting on 144 rai of mostly
traditional plantation.

About 10 million baht has
been invested in the project, ac-
cording to Thanatsanee Sawat-
dirak, Chief of Phuket Agricul-
ture and Cooperatives.

The location, once the of-
fice of the Phuket Rubber Exper-
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Rubber is a product that keeps on bouncing back, as can be seen at the Agro Tourism of Phuket
Service Center for Crops and Production Resources.

iment Station, hasbeeninthe pro-
cess of change since 2002 and
was opened on December 18.

“We have kept many activ-
itiesthat revolve around the rub-
ber tree,” K. Thanatsanee said.

Discovery of the rubber
plant intropical Brazil inthe 19
century was followed over the
next few decades by exploitation
of the plant’sremarkablelatex in
plantations across Southeast Asia.

There are 173 varieties of
rubber plant, each with different
characteristics.

At Pa Khlok, visitors can
see the whole process. from the
tapping of trees, through the pro-
cessing of the raw natural mate-
rial , to the many rubber products
that make life today more enjoy-
able or convenient.

There are delightful added
attractions in the shape of 200
speciesof local plants, including
forest orchids, pams, local vari-
etiesof fruit, flowers, herbs, trees
and vegetables.

Tofully absorb the tranquil-
ity and beauty of the plantation,
visitors have the opportunity to
stay in guest houses there for 50
baht a night each. The three
guesthouses, with shower and
toilet facilities, can each hold up
to 10 people.

There are also 30 tents
available with sleeping bags.
Some tents can hold between
four and six people at 100 baht a
tent a night while smaller tents
hold two or three people at 50
baht atent anight.

A clean shower-toilet block

serves campers and there's a
small restaurant to make camp-
fire cooking unnecessary.

A conference room that
can hold about 80 peopleisavail-
able, sotherubber expoisanide-
a environment for combining re-
laxationwith work or with school -
related activities.

Entrance to the siteis free.
It is open daily from 8 am to 4
pm. Groups are recommended to
book ahead.

The SCCPR is at 166 Moo 9,
Thepkrasatri Rd, Thalang, op-
posite the Khun Mae Jue Sou-
venir Shop, and before the turn-
ing to the Phuket International
Airport. For more information,
call Tel: 076-311997 or email
phuketexpert_pk@hotmail. com

WARNING : SELLING ALCOHOL TO PERSONS
UNDER 18 YEARS OLD IS ILLEGAL

SINGHA NEW LOOK
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50,000 morejoined sex tradein '03

he number of sex work-

ers rose by 50,000 last

year despite improving

economic conditionsand
the government’swar on poverty,
according to a report by Chula-
longkorn University researcher
Dr Nitet Tinnakul.

His work showed that be-
tween 1999 and 2002, therewere
about 2.8 million sex workersin
Thailand. Of these, two million
were adult females, 20,000 were
adult males and 800,000 were
boys and girls under the age of
18. The number of sex service
outlets was 60,000.

The 2003 survey, based on
interviews with sex workers,
showed that more Thaisareturn-
ing to the sex trade to earn aliv-
ing. He said the increase shows
that the government’swar against
poverty has been ineffective.

War on drunk driving: The gov-
ernment has enacted five road-
safety measures in a bid to pre-
vent arepeat of the road carnage
seen during the six-day holiday
period, which resulted in at least
612 deaths throughout the coun-
try, dlongwith 25,580 injuriesand
3.4 billion baht in damages.

The new measuresinclude:
strict enforcement of traffic rules;
penalties for police who do not
enforce the law; empowering
highway policetodirect trafficon
secondary rural roads; designat-
ing state employees as role mod-
els for road rules and a year-
round campaign to raise road-
safety awareness; and detaining
drunk motorists overnight pend-
ing acourt hearing.

Currently, penaltiesof upto
threemonthsinjail and a20,000-
baht fine for drunk drivers are
seldom imposed because cases
rarely reach court, one proponent
of the new measures noted.

Forest food bank: Fundswill be
allocated to communitiesto refor-
est degraded areas with edible
and medicinal plants and create
local food banks, says Natural
Resourcesand Environment Min-
ister Prapat Panyachatraksa.

Theproject, intended to pro-
mote self-sufficiency through the
use of natura resources, is de-
signedtofollow thegovernment’s
fight against poverty by making
rural Thais more self-reliant.

K. Prapat fears that oppo-
sition from the National Parks,
Wildlifeand Plant Variety Protec-
tion Department may be amajor
obstacle to the plan because se-
nior officialsin these departments
do not believe communities are
able to effectively manage natu-
ral resources.

Schoolboy hooligans black-
listed: Following theworst-ever
spate of violence among students
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in Bangkok, vocational schools
there have submitted lists of de-
linquents and students prone to
commit offenses to Education
Minister Adisai Bodharamik, as
ordered.

Some 233 students were
named on the lists, 163 of them
from the area’s 29 state voca-
tional schools. Of these schooals,
eight submitted blank lists, say-
ing they had no students in the
two categories on their rolls.

Theother 70 studentson the
blacklist attend private vocational
schools. Of the area’'s 95 such
schools, however, only seven sub-
mitted names, the rest insisting
they did not have any students
who brawl.
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! Students sift
’; through the

% charred remains
of textbooks at
Muang Narathiwat
School, one of 20
public schools
torched in the

recent violence in

Thailand’s deep
south provinces.

~ At first blamed on
bandits, the raids
were later
attributed to pan-
regional Islamic
separatists.

Starting over: The Permanent
Secretary of the Justice Ministry,
Somchai Wongsawat, said the
ministry will seek “soft loans” for
inmates to start businesses after
their release.

K. Somchai said details of

conditionsfor the loans have yet
to be decided, but they would be
similar to the soft loans offered
to small and medium enterprises
(SMEs).

The announcement follows
the government’srecent decision
to cut back its student loan pro-
gram, limiting it to university stu-
dents, after it learned that failure
of younger students to repay
loanswas creating amountain of
bad debt.

Justice for all: The Administra-
tive Court isconsidering waiving
court fees for cases involving
underprivileged plaintiffs.

Court President Akkrathorn
Chularat said existing fees, cal-
culated as 2.5% of the damages
involved and not exceeding
200,000 baht, were minimal but
still morethan many people could
afford to pay.

Thenew ruleson court fees
are expected to take effect this
year, he said.

Around the Nation news round-
up is sourced from the pages of
The Nation and Kom Chad Leuk
newspapers.
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esort owners and tour-
istshave been outraged
by an order from the
Khuk Kak TambonAd-
ministration Organization (Or-
BorTor) barring sunloungersand
umbrellas from beaches.

It is great to keep beaches
inpristine condition. Butitisim-
possible to promote an area for
tourism then ban what a would-
be tourist in the depths of winter
dreams about and yearns for: a
sunchair, an umbrellaand a cool
drink on the beach.

If the OrBorTor suceeds
with this ban, Khao Lak would
be arare beach in Thailand, one
without sunchairs and shade. |
asked tourists what they thought
and among the responses were:

“Wewill not cometo Khao
Lak anymore if we cannot have
a proper chair and sunshade on
the beach. We are 65 and 67
yearsold and not willingto sit on
amat or towel whilethesunfries
us like chickens, without sun-
shades,” said Michel and Marion
Weller of Germany.

Paul Wells, 52, from En-
gland, remarked, “ Thisisacom-
pletely stupid idea and | can
hardly believethat thisistrue. No
sunchairs? Why?

“Thisis a tourism destina-
tion. If the government or OrBor-
Tor wants to have an empty
beach, they should closedown all
resorts and give the investors
their money back.

“If thislaw isenforced, I’ll
go to stay in Phuket or Krabi in
2004, but not Khao Lak. | have
also thought about investing here
and perhaps buying asmall house
—now | will have to think about
that again.”

Other responseswere simi-
lar. | hope that the OrBorTor re-
considers before Khao Lak’s
tourists and investors run away.
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Sunlounger ban ahot topic

Gala gift that guests hated:
Hotels and their restaurant man-
agers had reason to smile over
Christmas and New Year, thanks
to some special arrangements
that angered some guests.
These two special days
turned out to be poor days for
many restaurants in Khao Lak.
All the tourists stayed at the re-
sortsbecause of overpriced, com-
pulsory Christmasand New Year
galadinners — charged to guests
whether they wanted them or not.
A couple from Sweden,
were outraged: “We wanted to
meet friends at a seafood restau-
rant to celebrate in private.
“Wetold theresort manage-
ment that we didn’t want to par-
ticipatein any gdadinner and that
we were not willing to pay for
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something we did not order and
had no use for.

“ After along discussion that
went from the front desk to the
back office and all the way up to
the owner, they agreed to return
50% of the galadinner feeto us.

“But thewholesituation left
a sour aftertaste. In the end, we
paid 2,800 baht for nothing. With-
out our complaint, it would have
been 5,600 baht. For that money,
you can have great dinners for
two in a beachside seafood res-
taurant all week.

“Next time, we will book a
small private bungalow. We will
enjoy the freedom to come and
go when we want and to eat and
party where we want.

“We believethat many other
guests are thinking the same, but
are too frightened or too shy to
discuss this issue with the resort
management.

“Perhaps they fear it will
make them look cheap. But this
isnot about the money, it isabout
theprinciple.”

CLEAR THINKING:
The ban on
sunlounges and
umbrellas may be
keeping Khao Lak
beaches clear, but
many tourists are

objecting to being
forced to sunbathe
on the sand and in
full sun.

Tourists not buying: Although
this season has been reported by
some as the best ever, the reality
is different. “The tourists [here]
walk around and look, but they
won'’t buy anything —or they buy
very small, cheap stuff, perhaps
aT-shirt or something equally in-
expensive,” wasthe chorusfrom
my street and souvenir vendor re-
search.

Dive shops
and tour operators
were less united.
Some admitted it
has been their
worst season so
far. Others said
that eventhoughit
has been a slow
start, the numbers
for the second
half of December
leave room for
optimism and may buffer thedis-
appointing beginning.

Most restaurant owners
said that numbersslowly went up
to normal by the end of Decem-
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ber. | hesitated to talk to resort
managers because they always
claimto befully booked, regard-
less of the true numbers.

Overseas travel operators
may havetaken up allotmentsre-
sulting infull booking sheets—but
the many empty rooms, even in
the bigger and more exclusive
resorts, tell adifferent tale.

The potential is definitely
there for a flourishing tourism
market in Khao Lak. Peoplelike
the area. Many say that they pre-
fer Khao Lak to Phuket, Krabi
and Samui.

Plenty of bums, no seats:
Travel magazines and travel op-
erators overseas have been pro-
moting Khao Lak like never be-
fore, but visitor numbers have
stalled. What's the problem?

Onefactor isthat lifeisget-
ting tougher in Europe, as re-
flected by last year's top sales
doganin Germany: “ Geizigt gell!”
(stinginessis sexy). If having to
count each penny twiceis some-
thing that sexually stimulates a
person, then there will be a baby
boom in Germany in 2004.

But thereisalso the saying,
“A good slogan can prevent
thinking for morethan 50 years.”
Andthisistheone
| believein.

Even though
less money in the
pockets of Euro-
peans may be part
of the problem,
limited flight ca-
pacity during peak
season seems to
be doing the most
damage. People
want to visit Thai-
land, especially
Khao Lak, but there are not
enough birds to carry them here.
It seemstheairlines aretoo slow
inreacting to supply and demand.

A Germany-based dive
travel operator told methat it was
very hard to get connecting and
direct Phuket flights for Decem-
ber-January and that he had lost
alot of potential bookings because
of theunavailability of flights.

L L

H

.

House & Pool

Construction Co., Ltd. srce 1835
Thai - Garman Managament

* privele & commarcial constrichon
= maovaiian F allarhon

| SWNTNTINIG ponls & Jacuzzis

| T achweciure cessn

* buiing DI ERAN

BA!M S Moo 7 Bad Yaun Rob Ko Riosad
Fawal, Muang, Phuket 83100
Tal OTE-32=07H, 288845

FAM DTE-ZE2845
Englsh: 0130574 10 Trad. 017132819
E-Bela |- bliedis lmm-tminessoom
L wwwasiam-husiness.com




January 17 - 23, 2004 HAPPENINGS PHUKET GAZETTE 9

T hi.s. week

TENNIS TIME OFF: Thai tennis star Tamarrne "Tammy" Tanasugarn (rightt GROOVIN’ GRANNY: Pop/rock srnger Todd ”Tongdee" Lavelle (left) gets a senior citizen groovin’
is greeted at Phuket FantaSea during her recent stay on Phuket. during his recent performance at the Phuket Home for the Elderly.

NEW YEAR NUPTIALS: Rupert Falrfax (center) and British show jumper Vanessa Roberts (2™
LOFTY BONDING Paul Newson the Managing Director of Thai Bondall (left), from right) were married on New Year’s Day by ordained minister Howard Digby-Johns,
congratulates Dominick Mangiameli of the Hilltop Hotel in Patong at the recent  better known as the proprietor of The Green Vlan. Also at the ceremony, held at the Katamanda
grand opening of the resort. Estate Villas in Kata, were best man Richard Hunnisett and maid of honor Lisa Teng.

e SING A SONG OF SATRIAS: Gerard Tan General Manager of the BanThai Beach Resort
BOOK ‘EM JIM: Author Jim Newport (in black shirt) signs copies of his latest book, (left), and Nasharuddin Miohammed Nor, Corporate Communications Manager of Proton
The Vampire of Siam, for Julie Hirunchai (left) and guests at her Good Earth Tea Berhad, Malaysia, entertain diners by singing a duet at the Satria GTi Club ‘s 2" Rally
Room & Wine Bar in Kata. dinner, held recently at the resort.
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Inn-formal

Open daily from 18:00 = 23:00 hrs.

Jain us at The Pizzeria down by the beachside road. Al fresco
dining at its finest offering great pizzas, pastas and fine wines.

p1-ZFRIZ

FTA PATA + MADRE -

Sam’s Steak & Salad Bar is the finest on the island. A superb
selection of local and imported steaks complemented by fine
wines from our extensive cellar. Join the Inn-crowd tonight!

Open daily from 18:00 - 22:15 hrs.

:?_ﬁ = ,qu
el ﬁ L

% )

Far redervations and more mformation, plesse call oir receplion desk

Hollay Inm Redart Phuket
52 Thaweeaang Rasd, Patang Beach, Phuket B1150 Thatland fef +66 {0 7634 0608 fow <66 (1) 7634 0435
@-maml Rolkday®@phuket. kst oo th wehets phukes, olday-irm, com

Soul of

More than 20,000 people on Phuket are from the
provinces that make up Northern Thailand and Kijja
Pongprapas, 54, is the acting chairman of the
Phuket Andaman Society of Northern Thais
(PASNT), a club that aims to support and befriend
Northerners in the south.

Chief Reporter Sangkhae Leelanapaporn asked him
about himself and the club.

Gazette: Can you tell me a little
about your background?

K. Kijja: | was born in
Lampang and lived there until |
was 20 before moving around the
country — Bangkok, Nakhon
Ratchasima, Pattaya, Chiang Mai
and finally Phuket — as my pro-
fession in the hotel business de-
manded. |’ ve been here for 25
years now and plan to stay here
the rest of my life.

| first moved here as part
of the management team for the
Pansea — now The Chedi — Ho-
tel. | then opened a restaurant
called Mai Ruay Mai Lerk and,
more recently, a seafood restau-
rant called “Lobster and
Prawn”.

But I have now left my busi-
nesses in the hands of my family
and | spend my time playing golf
and painting watercolors — | am
also chairman of the Phuket
Amateur Watercolor Club and
planto open agallery.

Gazette: What is the back-
ground of the PASNT? Why did
you start the club?

K. Kijja: PASNT was set

up four years ago because | kept
meeting people with a northern
Thai accent and thought that it
would be good for usto do more
than just say “hello” once in a
while.

Theassociationisfor North-
erners to share their culture, to
help one another with problems
and to support each other’s busi-
Nesses.

Setting up PASNT hasalso
given usthe chanceto support the
Phuket community. We want to
stay here and feel that we should
give something back to our adop-
tive society. We concentrate
mainly on raising funds for stu-
dent scholarshipsin Phuket.

Gazette: How many Northern
Thais do you estimate there are
on Phuket, and what are their
professions?

K. Kijja: Around 20,000
peoplefromthenorth of Thailand
live on Phuket but PASNT has
only 600 members, each of whom
pays 50 baht for a permanent
membership. Most of the people
weknow of areemployed by pri-
vate companies or are govern-

SIAM EXCLUSIVE
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282709 Moo 1, Dusit-Laguna Bd, Chernglalay, Talang, Phoket 83110
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Kijja Pongprapas: We want to stay here and feel that we should
give something back to our adoptive society.

ment officers, or have their own
busi nesses.

Gazette: What social activities
has PASNT hosted in the last
year?

K. Kijja: Most of our
eventsare based on northern cul-
tural themes, such as Tan Kuay
Salak — the largest merit-mak-
ing ceremony in the North.

We aso held a Khan Toke
dinner, ameal where everything
— from food to clothing to danc-
ing — is based on northern cul-
ture.

These events are not just
for northern Thais but for every-
one aswewould like to promote
our culture to as many people as
possible. They are a little bit of
luxury for usand it is wonderful

to see so many people in tradi-
tional northern Thai clothes.

Our latest eventisKinHom
TomMuan —essentially meeting,
eating and enjoying ourselvesand
having lots of fun.

Gazette: You obviously love the
Northern culture. Have you con-
sidered going back there to live?

K. Kijja: I'm happy living
in Phuket and don't think that |
will leave here, but | do go back
tovisit my mother in Chiang Mai
every year. | also make a special
effort to visit an old teacher of
mine up there, but | save those
journeys for the hot season as |
don’t like the cool weather up
north. The climate in Phuket is
very good by comparison.

| like Phuket for other rea-

ANDREW PARK

Property Agents & Consultants

Land and Villa Sales
Properties For Rent
Villa and Property Management Services
Development or Project Consulting

Let us help you with your property requirements
be they large or small

100/ 18 Chalermprakiat Road
{on the bypass road just north of Lotus)
Tambon Rassada, Amphur Muang, Phuket 3000
Tel: 66 (7o) 354-016 Fax: 6B (FB) 354-019
E-mail: sales@andrewpark-phuket.com
Website: www.andrewpark-phuket.com
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he North

sons too, especially the people.
Phuketians are plain-speaking,
smart-looking and sincere—qudli-
ties | appreciate.

Gazette: Has the North seen
many people travel to Patong to
work in prostitution? Can this
problem be solved?

K.Kijja: Itisaproblem, but
I’m not sure what can be done
about it. Perhaps these people
have no other opportunities and
have to survive somehow. Soci-
ety hasn’t hel ped them much and
if they do not cause a problem
for thewider community, thenwe
areinno positionto criticizethem.

We would try to help them
if they came to the club but they
are too embarrassed about their
jobtojoin PASNT.

| used to tell them to come
along and that we would befriend
them but they never took up the
offer. They are, at least, better
people than those who are in-
volvedin corruption.

PASNT is located at Poonpol
Soi 7, Phuket Town and can be
contacted on Tel: 076-222623.
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CAPRICORN (December 22-
January 20): A magi-

cal week liesahead for

you, with the empha-

sisonlove. A roman-

tic wish might come true this
weekend as a love interest that
you thought was just a dream is
now withinreach. Don’tdelay in
replying to communication from
oversess, it could lead to finan-
cia benefit. The number 10 has
specia significance for you on
Thursday.

AQUARIUS (January 21-Febru-
ary 19): A romantic

mystery startstoun- N AN/
ravel and Aquarians

in search of thetruth

will be tempted to dig deeper.
Gemini can give you some clues
about what's going on, but may
need some persuasion to do so.
Evenif work isboring, thisisnot
the best time to make changes.
You will have an opportunity to
branch out later in the year. A
walk on the beach this weekend
leadsto aninteresting encounter.
PISCES (February 20-March
20): Aslongasyou're

the one holding the

reinsin aromantic re-
lationship, the course

of trueloveisset to run smoothly.
Allowing another to take control
can only lead to collision in the

by Ida S a

near future. Although Pisceans
involved in a career change are
inagood bargaining position, they
should go over small print with a
magnifying glass, or risk being
caught in a Catch-22 situation.

ARIES (March 21-April 20): All
your best intentionsto

start the New Year as

you mean to go on are

tested this week. You

may need to compromise on some
of your resolutions, but Arians
should not seethisasadrawback
to the progress they are deter-
mined to achieve in 2004. Bu-
reaucratic hiccups could be
avoided if you useyour common
sense. New options are bubbling
to the surface.

TAURUS (April 21-May 21):
Serious romance ap-

pears to be on the

cardsfor Taureans, but

you are probably more

open to the idea of having some
no-strings-attached fun. People
closeto you are caught up in emo-
tional turmoil and will belooking
to you for down-to-earth guid-
ance. A red flag waved on
Wednesday will put your cdmand
easy-going outlook on lifeto the
test.
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fav exatic and unigue ars,

gifts and hame décor!

VEERADA, YOLUR CASA FOR

DISTIMCTIVE SOUVEMNIRS,

GIFTS AND HOME DECOR!
3813 Baan Suan Place Apartmant,
Wich#songkram Rd, T. Wiclhit

A, Muang Priskst 83000

Teeli 66 TE24 D1 215 EXT 110,

B 1875 2676 66 &5 0BRSS

Fax: B8 TER4 308

E:mail: infofZveeradaartand geft.com

vy e daarinnd giflcom

free transfer service

GEMINI (May 22-June21): Rea
son remains elusive

when it comesto mat-

ters of the heart. If

you can keep calmin

the face of your partner’s appar-
ent irrationality, you should be
able to ride out this storm with-
out being washed overboard.
Some Geminis may be surprised
at what they determine to be
most important to themin arela-
tionship. Where businessis con-
cerned, you should remain firmly
at the helm.

CANCER (June22-July 23): Life
should progress well

for Cancerians this 69
week. Good fortune

ensures that whatever

you wish for iswithin easy reach.
This could be the perfect timeto
smooth over watersdisturbed | ast
year. Monday and Tuesday are
good daysfor furthering your ca-
reer. You will maketheright im-
pression at an interview. Wear
sea-green to encourage positive
energy to flow.

LEO (July 24-August 22): Al-
though work opportu-
nities continue to be
thick on the ground,
not all of them will

bear the fruit you would like to
harvest. There are definitely a
few people out there who would
like to have something for noth-
ing, and those born under thesign
of Leowill needtofilter through
the offers. Emphasis on roman-
tic partnerships towards the end
of next week means that a new
level of understanding can be
reached.

VIRGO (August 23-September
23): Too much dwell-

ing on the past could

prevent Virgoansfrom

seeing just how posi-

tive the future looks. While you
won’'t have money to burn, fi-
nances are set to improve enough
to guarantee easier times. How-
ever, it would befoolish to put too
many eggs in the same basket.
K eeping something asidefor po-
tential rainy daysisadvised. The
number four has special mean-
ing for you on Monday.

LIBRA (September 24-October
23): Stepping stones
arebeinglaidtoguide
those born under theﬁ
sign of Libratowards
a great opportunity regarding
work and apossible career diver-
sion. A dlippery moment could

BAAN GARN VELA R

THE THAI-PHUKET cUls I ESRAL

CHFEM DALY 18 A - 10 e
TEL: OFa-234701, Or-2000%4]
TALAD Yal, MlAREG FPHUEET 81000

occur at the beginning of next
week, when you will be tempted
to take a wrong turn. Spending
some quiet momentsreflecting on
what feelsliketheright decision
to make should lead you back to
the path of success.

SCORPIO (October 24-Novem-
ber 22): An exchange

with aperson of influ-

ence gives you new

food for thought this

week, but sensible Scorpios will
play it safe before committing. A
period of trial and error is about
to start and you can avoid mak-
ing serious errors by insisting on
having enough space to make
seriousdecisions. Friendshipsare
subject to misunderstandingsdur-
ing the coming days; think care-
fully before giving strong opin-
ions.

SAGITTARIUS (November 23-
December 21): Your
independent streak

means that depending

on others goes against

the grain, but this weekend you
will have no choice but to wait
for somebody else to switch on
the green light. Sagittarians
whose over-indulgenceduring the
holiday season has expanded the
waistline will be thinking about
getting into shape. Putting those
good intentionsinto action should
be your focus. Wear vibrant or-
ange to encourage energy.

PULLEEEAZE!

If you havearadio,
don't takeit to the
beach!

A qguality project situated In an oasis of green hills. Just
minutes from the city centre, shopping, international hospitals,
goif courses, Dulwich International College and Patong beach.

530 elegant SinoPortuguese style houses blending unigque
tradition and charm with modern tropical living, ranging from
220-300 sg. meters on 800 sg. meters of land comprising up
to four bedrooms, spacious living, dining and family rooms,

maids quarters and covered parking.

Land and House package from 6-10 million baht.
¢ Clubhouse with swimming pool, fitness center and sauna.
* I[nternational standard construction.
= Privacy and 24 hours security.
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Get your Gazette Shopper Card today.

@ ?In:":ll:":'” i"tl'“J' "'I"';lm Significant - and genuine! - discounts at more than 250 places, including:
all] W an 2
Wb, - Le Meridien Phuket Sheration Grande Laguna Beach Whispering Cock Phuket Country Club
20% off food only in all 10% off Sunday Brunch 10% off food & 20% off green feas for tha
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‘There was an overwhel ming enthusiasm that came through in every number.’

No riddle to the
Sphinx’s success

t the words “ entertainment” and

Patong” together, and what kind

of image do you come up with?

Sadly but inevitably, the words

dleazy and tawdry usually spring to mind.

The Sphinx isn't like that. Actualy,
the Sphinx isn't like anything that Phuket
has seen. The Sphinx isclassy, innovative
and refreshing and not the slightest bit
sleazy or tawdry.

But then, if likethelegendary sphinx
you had the head of a
woman and the body of a
lion, you' d probably expect
to stand out just a little,
wouldn’t you? And the
Sphinx certainly does that
—onceyou've found it.

When people talk
about theater-restaurants,
they usually mean places
that serve up entertainment
for an audience who half-
watch the show while half-
eating what passesfor din-
ner. It's always afar from
satisfactory arrangement.
People often leave ha f-en-
tertained and half-fed.

The Sphinx, however,
is a restaurant and a the-
ater — the restaurant downstairs, and the
theater above. But blink asyou drivealong
Rat-U-Thit 200 Pi Rd, and you may missit.

Thereisno hugeneon sign, no gaudy
billboard, just a subtle frontage set well
back from the street. As you enter, you
begintowonder, “Am | redly till indown-
town Patong?’

Inside, the question becomes even
more relevant. About 30 million baht has
been invested in the bricks and mortar
makeover for the project, and it shows.

The restaurant, with room for about
60 diners, hasan elegant bar in one corner
and is decorated in amanner that reeks of
quality. Yet —and it'savery big yet —the

After
DARK

By Alan Morison

prices have been kept within the 120-130
baht range for the mostly Thai dishes.

It'scomparableto any classy restau-
rant on the island, although there are not
too many up to this standard in Patong.
However, thereal delight for after-darkers
comes upstairs, in the theater. For anyone
who missesthekind of stagefacilitiesthat
most big Western cities have, it's a dis-
covery that should make them smile.

The body of the theater slopesdown
to a small stage, but you
won't find any uncomfort-
able fold-down wooden
seats here.

The choice is be-
tween two large, comfort-
able sofaswhere the stalls
would normally be, or indi-
vidual lounge chairsalittle
further back, with plenty of
small drinks tables for
those glasses of wine or
Champagne.

There are two shows
each night except Tues-
days, at 8:30 pmand 10:30
pm. And there’s more
good news: the early and
late showsare different, so
it's possible to catch the
early one, then go downstairs and eat and
come back up for the second show.

This sounds like a big invitation to
freeloaders. When | put it to the Sphinx’s
David Shrubsol e that someone could walk
in, watch the early show, haveafew drinks
and a feed somewhere else, then come
back and watch the second show for free,
he embraced the concept enthusiastically.

“Yes!” hesaid, “That'sfine. There's
no charge for the show. People can enjoy
themselves at no cost and if they want to
come back, that's great, too.”

What's more, one of the shows
changes every week, so Freddie the Free-
loader can keep coming back on aregular

BOWLED OVER: A scene from the Sphinx’s staging of hits from Cabaret.

basis. Something for nothing — how’ sthat
for good value?

You may think that, at that price, the
shows haveto befairly ordinary. Not so. |
caught the late show, with the all-male
troupe of dancers and mime artists per-
forming an hour’s worth of songs from
Cabaret and Evita.

“What good is sitting alone in your
room..."

There were al sorts of subtle Thai
touches and costume changes and an
overwhelming enthusiasm that came
through in every number. The applause
cameeasily and the hour passed all too fast.
It was great fun, with an attentive waiter
on hand to replenish drinks at speed.

The cast may have been all male, but
Sally Bowles and Eva Peron were believ-
ably feminine and there was none of the
gay posturing that can be so offputting. It
was pure fun for al the family.

Mr Shrubsole, who worked on Cats
and other big musical productionsin Aus-
traliabefore moving to Thailand about 10

years ago, helps generate the energy that
keeps the ensemble of 10 at their peak
through five hours of rehearsals and two
performances most days.

Coming up are shows that bracket
tunes from Miss Saigon, Cabaret and
Chicago, along with a new Hooray for
Hollywood tribute to the movies, and a
reprise of the Sphinx’s popular New Year
special, Top Hat and Tails.

The potential for intimatelive classi-
cal music, jazz performances or stand-up
comedy will not be lost on anyone who
patronizesthe Sphinx.

Restaurant manager Songsuwang
“Mac” Reoriab and Mr Shrubsole, whois
accurately titled Creative Director, de-
serve around of applause—twice anight,
except on Tuesdays. Even if the placeis
hard to find.

Spohinx Restaurant and Theatre, 120 Rat-
U-Thit 200 Pi Rd, Andaman Promenade,
Patong (opposite the Patong Bayshore).
Daily 6 pm-2 am. Tel: 076-341500.

As always, full-page advertisers are entitled to two
free copies of the Guide, and all other advertisers
will receive one free copy. These will be delivered

on or before Friday, 23 January.

Deliveries of all guest-room copies for the hotels
will likewise be completed by 23 January. 4

Retail sales (at the cover price of 140 baht) will
commence on Friday, 23 January.
See back page of this issue of the Phuket Gazerre
for a list of authorized retailers,

ANNOUNCEMENT

Deliveries of the Gazette Guide 2004, Phuket’s
English-language telephone book, will start
on Monday, 19 January.

Bulk orders of the Gazette Guide are entitled to
the following rates:

buy you a drink:

For bulk orders, please contact guide@phuketgazette.net or telephone Mem (Thai) or Jib (English) at 076-236555.

10-20 copies:
21-50 copies:
51-100 copies:
101-400 copies:

To get the Guide at only 70 baht (max: 3 copies)
attend one of our pre-launch parties and let us

Jan 19: Baan Rim Pa 6:30-8:30 pm
Jan 20: Green Man
Jan 23: Peppers

85 baht/copy
80 baht/copy
75 baht/copy
70 baht/copy

6:30-8:30 pm
6:30-8:30 pm
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in gear with

The Monster Quiz
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1. Sumatranor Bainese, for

example.

8.  Elephant’steeth.

1z

9.  Sound madeby

1. Whorodenaked horse modeler who 14. By what namedid
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or diagoqally. They may alsoread right-to—lgft or dqwn-to— philosphical o sdientific aerostat?
up. Seeif you can find morethan your family or friends. principlethat the best 8. Whosetroopsshot the
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t. i g ‘
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Brain Buster!! EEE=mm.

Q. What doesthismean?
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Solution to last
week’s Crossword
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Sylvester’ sopponent.
10. He's wanted by movie 13
dars.
13. Capital of Ukraine.
22. Gointo.
_ _
24. Lookingonthebrightsde. ”
Down
2.  Bird'shome. 7.  Unabletomove. 18. Ramayana and Odyssey,
3. Greenplaceinthedesert. 10. Eggs,toabiologist. forexample.
4.  Morethan expected. 11. Nationd player’shat. 19. Nil.
5. Concept. 12. Hurried. 20. Coupd s (revolution).
6. Itmay beflat or sharp. 15. Younged. 21. Cab.

17. Getouttaherel

Bartholemew’sHospital; 3. Dr John H. Watson;

4.4.75n (12.0650m); 5. Bd)y| oni a(i nmodern- Problems with an extra-marital affair?

day | rm) 6. The Grapes of Wrath: 7. A breed Questions about Thai culture?

of horse; 8. Beheaded; 9. Three meters; 10. A Ha"i(;‘g °°ml:"3"°aﬁ°m problems?
tuft of hair on the back of aleg of ahorse or Need somebody o Love’
donkey; 11. Chorea; 12. Bacteria; 13. Russia;

Read her advice in the Phuket Gazette.

Solution next week

MONSTER QUIZ
, ASK KHUN WANIDA! MOMMA DUCK
1. Blur; 2. The chemical lab at St.

14. J.W. Hyatt; 15. 1869; 16. Shoji; 17. lonian
Sea; 18. 18; 19. The two weeks preceding Fax 076-213971 or email nomma@phuketgazette.net
Easter; 20. Nostradamus.
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Petch Poomprasert

Age: 45

From: Suphan Buri
Occupation: Motorbike taxi

“1 would have 10 kilos of
pickled tamarinds because |
love the taste of them and they
help me feel awake anytime |
have to ride my motorbike.
Before being executed, | would
order thisto wake myself up
beforedying.

“I’ve heard that
Petchabhun has the biggest
tamarinds. Soif | were going to
die, | would ask the prison
guards to take me there to taste
them just once. And | would
chew tamarinds while | was
being executed, too. They
would be very good for making
me forget about the pain.”

H EARD.Q, SCENE

The Gazette's Nonthawat Disayabutra and Supaporn Sriprom went out and about and asked,
“1f you were to be executed tomorrow, what would be your last meal and why?”

Sopa Truadpol

Age: 34

From: Chiang Rai

Occupation: Music shop owner

“My favorite dish is yam woon
sen (spicy nhoodle salad with
seafood). | would order abig
plate of it, enough to feed 10
men. It would remind me of the
tastes in my current and past
lives, which have all been full of
different tastes. The noodles
would remind of the chaotic
periods of my life.

“If that was unavailable |
would order som tam (green
papaya salad) — the spicier the
better. I’d add chili toiit. |
wouldn’t want to cry ariver of
tears because of a painful
death, but avery spicy meal
could bring tearsto my eyes.”

Wannachock Nookliang
Age: 37

From: Phuket
Occupation: Waiter

“1 would eat all kinds of sour
fruitsfrom around the world,
especially the Thai fruits
mayom (star gooseberries), and
mamuang bao (small sour
mangoes) with salt and pow-
dered chili. These tastes make
my hair stand on end, and
would give me apleasant buzz
before | died.

“If I had another choice |
would cook my last meal myself
I’m proud of my cooking. |
wouldinvite other prisonersto
dinewith me, and tell them that,
if they escaped, they should tell
their relatives and friends how
delicious the meal was.”

Jo Ryan

Age: 23

From: UK

Occupation: Law student

“I don’t know where to begin
because | really love food and
there are alot of thingsto
choose from. But if | had to
choose onelast meal it would
have to be my Mum'’s lasagne.
It's the best —it's making me
hungry just thinking about it.

“Mumwould probably
have to cook it for me, but
although | really her like her
lasagne | wouldn’'t want to see
her because she would probably
give me an ear full for what-
ever | did wrong to end up on
death row.

“I would just want todiein
peace, please!”

Charito H. Helgason

Age: 30

From: Philippines

Occupation: Music programmer

“It'sa hard decision to make
but | would have sushi. | am an
artist and sushi has alot of art
initspresentation, with all the
different colors. It's not some-
thing that only tastesgood, | like
the art, too.

“1 would probably want a
glass of red winetp go withit. |
don’t think that wine and sushi
always go together well, but it
would be good to have variety
... especially before you died.

“The winewould beto
remind me of my husband and a
good, full, life despite knowing
that | was about to be ex-
ecuted.”

A card

n this imperfect world we

livein, acrude duaism pre

vails. Every yin hasitsyang,

every night hasits day, ev-
ery up has its down, every east
has its west, every dog has its
cat, every Tweedledum has his
Tweedledee, and every George
W Bush has his Saddam Hus-
sein.

Sages tell us that the key
to peace and harmony lies in
keeping these opposing forcesin
balance. When thebalanceisvio-
lated, disorder will ensue.

Currently, Thailand is suf-
fering from a gross imbalance.
The government is offering the
Thailand Elite card to rich for-
eignerswho have a million baht

to bring balanceto theworld

TSOWNDINGS
By S. TSOW

to throw around, but offers noth-
ing to indigent foreigners who
don’t.

In its eagerness to kowtow
to the rich and famous of the
world—and, incidentally, to nick

Get your Gazette Shopper Card today.

Significant - and genuine! - discounts at more
than 250 places, including:

The Suites Restaurant

207 off Tood ondy, Tel: 0TE-241879

Wattana Intermational Clinde

10% off medicine and physiolberapy, alsa free

denial check—ups. Tal ITE-340650 —

West Coast-Patong Leathers e . Tl I|
200 of all il=ms &axcepl promolicnal ibems L . o —
Tal: 076-225557 _‘1‘1‘-‘1‘1 ¢ Shopper I|
Chopsticks Noodle & Sieamboai — Y i T

10% off food and beverages e
Tal: OTE-340275

Saa the Gazetts webale for delails of more than 250 other afers

it Perere phukeigareite. nelishoppenlist asp

a good chunk of their money —
the government has unwittingly
shattered the cosmic balance and
knocked askew the feng shui of
the nation.

Seeking to redressthisim-
balance and restore moral order
to asociety thrown wildly out of
kilter, | propose to offer a card
to impoverished foreigners that
will serve as an indispensable
counterweight to the Thailand
Elite card.

| thought of calling thisthe
Thailand Cheapskate card, or the
Thailand Bottomfeeder card, or
the Thailand Lowlife card, or the
Thailand Dirtbag card. But | fi-
nally decided to call it the Thai-
land Scum card. It will beissued
by my new company, Worldscum
Unlimited.

This card will cost a mere
10 baht, because we know
you're a cheapskate and so are
we. It won't be made of glitzy
plastic, but of austere recycled
paper. Don't get it wet, or it will
disintegrate. It won't have your
photo, but just your signature (if
you know
how to write). If you redly feel
the need for a photo, you can
draw acartoon of yourself onthe
back.

What benefits will foreign
scum get for investing their 10
hard-earned baht in our presti-
gious card?

Unlike the Thailand Elite

card, the Thailand Scum card will
not entitle you (maybe) to buy
property in Thailand, but it will
enable you to hang around out-
sidethe moats, drawbridges, and
crenelated walls of other peopl€e’'s
property. You can try to peek in-
side, but be careful not to annoy
any patrolling Dobermans or
Gurkhaguards carrying AK-47s.

The card doesn’t give you
access to posh golf courses, but
it doesentitleyoutoloiter beyond
the outer perimeters in the hope
of stealing arareglimpse of some
rich and famous holder of the
Thailand Elite card scoring a
birdie on the ninth hole.

You might belucky enough
to seeamember of theillustrious
Burmesemilitary juntaon holiday,
taking awell-deserved rest from
the stresses of crushing ethnic
minorities, persecuting dissidents,
and locking up the winners of
democratic elections.

The card doesn't give you
preferential treatment at immi-
gration offices, but it does give
you the opportunity to pick anum-
ber and wait your turn.

It doesn’t give you prefer-
ential treatment at luxurious pri-
vate hospitals, either, but does
give you entry to the waiting
rooms of spartan government
hospitals, where the wretched
huddled masses dumbly wait
packed together for hours under
sweatshop conditions in the fu-

tile hope of glimpsing the back of
apassing doctor.

No discounts at the best ho-
telswill beyours, but youwill be
entitled to pay a mere 250 baht
per night at the famed Grotty
Guesthouse in Banglampoo,
which boasts an actual sheet on
the bed and toilet facilities in a
nearby alley. You won't find a
complimentary floral bouquet on
your pillow, though you might find
a cockroach under it.

Our card doesn’t give you
hefty discounts on Thai Interna-
tional, but it does qualify you to
hitch rideson Thal fishing boats.

When holders of the Thai-
land Scum card encounter hold-
ersof the Thailand Elite card, we
will demonstrate our goodwill by
courteoudly breaking wind asthey
pass by. While liveried footmen
usher them to their chauffeured
stretch limousines, we crouch
serf-like by the gutter and wave
our cards, in the hope that this
display of cardly solidarity will
inspire them to toss a few coins
our way — preferably 10-baht
ones.

In this way, we assert our
dignity and proclaim to al the
worldthat, although weare scum,
we too have a card.

S Tsow can be flamed at stsow
@yahoo.com, except when he's
crouching serf-like by the gut-
ter asserting his dignity.
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ast week | reviewed an
excellent biography of
William Adams, an En-
glishman who washed
ashorein Japan in 1600 and pros-
peredtill hisdeathin 1620.
lan Buruma is another old
Japan hand and his book, Invent-
ing Japan (The Modern Library,
New York, 2003, 194pp), covers
the period from the arrival of
Commodore Matthew Perry’s
Black Ships to the 1964 Olym-
picsin Tokyo which symbolized
Japan’s return to the community
of civilized nations after its bar-
baric behavior in World War I1.
Burumaisan unabashed lib-
eral democrat and has little time
for Asian authoritarianism. But
such is the level of his scholar-
ship that he is able to present an
intimate account of the makers
of militaristic Japan.
Theleaders of the Meiji res-
toration, faced with the reality of
Western power, found inspiration
for plansof amodern nationinthe
Prussia of Otto von Bismarck.
“The Méeiji oligarchs, de-
spitesomeaoppositionevenintheir
own ranks, chose to go
the German route,” Bu-
rumawrites. “ This was
partly because the oli-
garchs had come of age
as warriors, for whom
thenotion of political lib-
eralismor republicanism
was dlien. They knew a
constitution and the
semblance of political
representation were necessary
accoutrements of amodern state.
But they struggled to solveaprob-
lem that many Muslim states are
still facing today. They wanted to
bemodern andinvokeancient tra-
ditions at the same time. They
achieved thisby grafting German
dogmaonto Japanese myths. They
shared the same mixture of mili-
tary discipline, mystica monar-
chism, and blood-and-soil propa-
ganda about national essences.”
Themilitary modernization
worked well and, in 1904, enabled
Japan to engage and defeat Rus-
sia on land and at sea. Later,
Koreaand Manchuriaaso came
under Japanese control.
However, it was not just
German technology that exerted
such an influence on the future
of Japan but an ideology that
would come to pervade every
level of Japanese society. “The
most influential Japanese philoso-
pher of the early 20" century was
NishidaKitaro,” Burumawrites.
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Piecing together
acountry

“Deeply immersed in German
idealism as well as Buddhist
thought, Nishida tried to articu-
late a new, uniquely Japanese
way of thinking. Seeking the es-
sence of Japaneseness was the
Japanese version of German ide-
alism. It emerged, like so many
products of early modern Japan,
as a hybrid in which Zen got
mixed up with Hegel, Nietzsche,
and, especially in the hands of
Nishida's acolytes, Heidegger.
The basis of Nishida's thought
was the fusion of subject and
object. What was needed was di-
rect experience, unhampered by
reason, akind of melting of Bud-
dhist satori, or instinctive enlight-
enment, and Hegel’s ‘absolute
Spirit’, wheretheindividua isdis-
solvedinthecollective. Thisatti-
tude would have been harmless
had it been confined to the halls
of Kyoto Imperial University. But
it was not.”

Japanese intellectuals de-
scribed their joy when radios
broadcast news of the attack on
Pearl Harbor. “Never in our his-
tory had we Japanese felt such
prideinourselvesasarace
aswedidthen,” wrotelit-
erary critic OkunaTakao.

Hiroshima forced
¥ something of an agoniz-
ing reappraisal. In his
i penultimate chapter, titled
Tokyo Boogie-Woogie
after Japan’s 1947 hit
song, Burumadetailsthe
wholesale shake-up of
post-war Japan. When Gen
MacArthur left, with war crimi-
nals executed and a pacifist con-
stitution enshrined, it was up to
the Japanese to reinvent them-
selves again.

By the 1964 Olympics, Ja
pan was a confident industrial
powerhouse. Theradical Left had
been subdued and the age of Ja-
pan Inc launched. In an epilog
that brings Japan up to the
present day, he writes of Prime
Minister Koizumi Junichiro,
“People hoped he might be the
Japanese Gorbachev, the re-
former who bringsdown the sys-
tem. It didn’t happen. And public
cynicism toward the politics and
politiciansgrowsby theday. Ina
young democracy, thisis always
ominous. Combined with frus-
trated nationalism and economic
despair, it could nudge Japan once
moreintoilliberal directions.”

Thisisthemost conciseand
illuminating history of modern
Japanyou arelikely to find.

PowerPoint can be set
to deliver a presentation
unattended, with video
clips, sounds, even your
own voice narration.
Record your slide show
once and distribute it —
you’ve become obsolete.

Dedication of the
Gettysburg Cemetery

w» Four score and seven years ago
» 3ur fathers Brought farth an this contimarnt

» & new natian
& Cancoiwed im libarty, and

= Decicatad ta tha propdsitisn that al| man are craabad egual

=« Mow we are engaged
s [nagroat cvil war
& TREHNg whethar at ration

= Or any nab=n so cance ved ard 5o deadicabed

With what Power Point
can do, who needsyou?

have just finished writing a
new book. It's hard to de
scribe how good it feels to
escape that 16-hour-a-day,
seven-day-a-week agony. It took
three months to write, and the
publishers of the Dummies se-
ries, John Wiley & Sons, will take
threemore monthsto edit, lay out,
publish and distribute the beast.
Not bad for a 480-page book
that’s crammed with new tips.

Incelebration, | figured I'd
give you a sneak peek at the Of-
fice 2003 Timesaving Tech-
niques For Dummiesthat the rest
of theworldwon't see until April.

Thistimesaver involves set-
ting up a PowerPoint slide show
to run by itself. It's pretty cool,
and | know many folk in Phuket
who could usethis capability.

No doubt you realize that
PowerPoint makes it relatively
easy to create slide shows that
sizzleand zap. Evenif you don't
have much to say, PowerPoint
can help you say it with panache.
You can make individual bullet
points whirl, blink or pop into
place, accompanied by soundsor
color effects.

Last year in this column |
explained how to put together a
graph that flies up on the screen
bar-by-bar. You can eveninclude
video clipsthat launch asthedlide
comes up—full of sound andfury,
poss bly signifying something.

Few peoplerealizethat you
can automate an entire presen-
tation soit runshy itself: you start
the presentation, and it goes
through al your song and dance
without any human intervention.
When the presentation’s done,
PowerPoint starts over again.

You set thedideanimations
and timing in advance. If you
want each bullet point to swerve
in, with a five-second delay be-
tween appearances, PowerPoint
candoit.

In broad terms, here's how
todoit:

Create your presentation as
you normally would and run a
rehearsal timing by clicking Slide
Show | Rehearse Timings. Pow-
erPoint startsthe slide show, and

KHUN WOODY'S
COMPUTER

putsaclock in the upper left cor-
ner. Run through the presentation
at the same speed that you want
it to run by itself —click to bring
up bullets, torunvideo clips, or to
doall thethingsyou want the pre-
sentation to do.

You can monkey around
with the clock if you flub adlide
and need to re-set the timing, but
it's much easier if you can sim-
ply run the presentation all the
way through.

When the dlide show fin-
ishes, PowerPoint asks if you
want to save the new timings. If
you're happy with the way the
rehearsal went, click Yes. That's
thekey: it setsup thetimingsthat
PowerPoint will use to run the
dlide show automatically.

Finally, you need to tell
PowerPoint to run the slideshow
unattended. For reasons |'ve
never completely understood, this
iscalled “kiosk mode” in Power-
Point, although unattended pre-
sentations have plenty of appli-
cations outside of stand-alone
kiosks. Regardless, to get Pow-
erPoint in an unattended mood,
click Slide Show | Set Up Show,
check the box marked “Browsed
a a Kiosk (Full Screen)”, then
click OK.

S BDP
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From that point, to get the
presentation running all by itself,
just runthe presentation normally
—either open the PowerPoint file
and click Slide Show | View
Show, or right-click on the Power-
Point file and pick Show.

It will go through the pre-
sentation using all the timings
fromyour |ast rehearsal and when
it's done, PowerPoint will loop
back to the beginning and start
all over again. The mouse and
keyboard are disabled, except for
the Esc key. When you press the
Esc key, PowerPoint stops the
presentation.

It's amazingly easy to use
PowerPoint to run customized,
continuously looping presenta-
tions— and the presentations can
includejust about any kind of ani-
mation or sound, with or without
the traditional PowerPoint bullet
points.

The “kiosk” can run on a
shop counter top, at atrade show,
or even projected on a giant
screen behind Thai pop star Tata
Young at her next concert. Well
worth the effort.

— Woody Leonhard
woody@khunwoody.com
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Fleshpotsand flash spots.
spot thedifference

Inthebarsoff Soi Bangla, police occasionally poketheir headsthrough
doorsto ensure that no offending flesh is on display in possible con-
travention of the Thai Penal Code. Yet on Phuket’s beaches, women
tourists of all shapes, sizes and ages reveal breasts of all shapes,
sizes and ages.

When officials are asked about this apparent double standard,
the dodging and weaving is closeto comical. Yet Section 388 states,
“Whoever doesany shameful act in public by indecently exposing his
or her person, or by committing any other indecent act, shall be pun-
ished with afine not exceeding 500 baht.”

Thelaw, like similar edictsin many countries, does not define
“indecent”. What it meansisthat it is up to the authorities to decide
—and to make such a charge stick.

The government is plainly against the flashing of breasts, not
only in a-go-go bars but even on the catwal ks of Bangkok’stop fash-
ion houses. Yet when it comes to the beaches of Phuket, most offi-
cialsseem terrified of banning exposed breastsfor fear that the tour-
istswill al run away.

This seems odd when one considers the Middle East state of
Dubai. Although not a strict Muslim society, Dubai is definite about
its laws on showing too much flesh. Yet Dubai still manages to at-
tract about 3 million touristsayear.

Thisisnot to say that the Gazette believes Phuket should fol-
low Dubai’slead, only that the authorities should not use the danger
to tourism as an excuse for the confusion in their minds.

The real question iswhether bare breasts on beaches are inde-
cent. Invoking the affront to “ Thai culture” isspurious. Just 70 or 80
years ago, bare breasts were acommon sight in Thai villages. Even
today, elderly women can be seen performing their ablutions at the
well topless, without the slightest care.

Isthe nipple-flashing model any different from the Bangla bar
dancer? Both aim to provoke areaction—but in private. On the other
hand, beaches are public places where a visiting preacher and his
modestly-clothed family might be offended by the exposure of body
parts. The same preacher and his family seem unlikely to pop into
Playschool or Bunnies—a-go-go bars are not nearly as public asthe
beach.

Perhapsit isacase of looking at the motive of the exposer: for
a suntan, or as a commercial come-on. Meanwhile, watching the
fumblings of the authorities promisesto befinesport. — The Editor
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The Gazette is pleased to receive mail from read-
ers. Please write to us at 367/2 Yaowarat Rd,
Amphur Muang, Phuket 83000, fax to 076-213971
or send an email to editor@phuketgazette.net

Tough school rules
causesuffering

No one could dispute that the
level of proficiency in English
among Thaisin Phuket islow, and
it clearly hampers the island's
development intourism and infor-
mation technol ogy.

Last year it appeared that
the government was finally go-
ing to do something positive about
this situation by encouraging
schoolsto employ native-English-
speakers to teach students.

However, problems began
with avery unattractive employ-
ment contract from Bangkok that
gave schools the opportunity to
claim any spare moment of for-
eign teachers' time at a salary
that islow compared with those
being offered elsewhere.

Foreign teachers in Thai
schools must pay for their own
work permits and visa costs. We
accept this, albeit with reserva-
tions, but are now extremely dis-
mayed to discover that one-year
extensionsto stay will no longer
beissued to us.

Thiswill mean that, unless
we can afford to return to the
West each year where a one-
year multiple-entry visais more
easily obtainable, wewill haveto
make two trips a year to obtain
double-entry visas in nearby
countries, plus ‘visaruns' to ex-
tend our permits to stay in be-
tween.

All of this will have to be
paid out of our own pockets, to-
gether with ayet-to-be-confirmed
increase in the cost of a work
permit.

Many of us are starting to
weigh up the options of working
in other countries, where our

commitment and skills are ac-
tively appreciated.

The government should be
doing much more to encourage
native English-speaking teachers
to want to stay and work in Thai-
land. Currently, they are only
demonstrating that we are here
on sufferance. Any attempt at
reasonablediscussionismet with
the attitude, “If you don't like t,
you can leave.”

Concerned foreign teachers
Phuket

Carry on with what
matterstoyou

As an active member of animal
welfare support in Phuket for
nearly adecade, | have witnessed
extreme examples of human na-
ture. In the space of 24 hours,
these extremes were highlighted
by thefollowing story.

A kind but poor local man |
have known for sometimewalk-
ed for over an hour inthe blister-
ing heat to my home to tell me
about a dog he had seen in dis-
tressin his soi.

We drove back to the soi,
to the home of a woman | had
hel ped before. We found her dog
with literally half its head eaten
away by maggotsand in obvious
agony. She had a car, plenty of
money, but was “too busy” to
help.

The next day while | was
helping animals at my local
temple, a truly wonderful monk
whom | have had the privilege of
knowing for almost 10 years
came to me and donated money,
which he had been given to buy
rice, to help care for animals.

These instances show that
the good outweighs the bad. If

with your views for publication in our next issue.
We reserve the right to edit all letters. Pseud-
onyms are acceptable only if your full name and
address are supplied.

you focus on the negativity, apa-
thy and cruelty of peoplethenyou
can end up as miserable as they
are, but if you focus on the car-
ing and compassion of peoplewho
have so little but who are pre-
pared to give so much, then it
gives you the heart to carry on
with what matters to you.
Leone Cousens
Rawai

Security at airport
on aknife'sedge

As | went into the departure
lounge of Phuket Airport recently,
| realized that | had asmall Swiss
Army knifein my jacket pocket.

| wasworried about thefuss
that would be caused uponitsdis-
covery but, becausetheknife has
sentimental value, | didn’t want
toloseit.

| pushed my hand luggage
into the X-ray machine and put
metallic objects from my pock-
ets, including the knife, in abas-
ket for inspection.

| saw that just one person
wason duty at the X-ray machine.
She did not inspect the basketful
of objects, which | blithely redis-
tributed about my person before
boarding my flight.

My knife could easily have
been apistol or asmall bomb. A
friend reported having hissouve-
nir crossbow and bolts waved
through. | have also seen airport
security guardswaving their mini-
bus-driver friends into the arriv-
alsarea, for purposes unknown.

All Smiles All The Time?
Perhaps Phuket Airport should
concentrate on “All Secure All

The Time’. _
Jim Turner

Rawai

L etters conveying views and suggestions are published here. Those seeking comment from government
officials and/or business owners are published in Issues & Answers on the facing page.
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n Phuket thereare 130 to the beaches. We asked offi- F cidents.
jet ski operators with  cialsto check whether they were | RS | The Phuket Governor has
170 jet skis. Onehun- illegal, but they didn't. said that jet skisshould be phased

dred operators have
received stickers after register-
ing with the Phuket Marine Of-
fice. The others need to present
more paperwork — for example,
those who have secondhand jet
skisthat haveincomplete papers.

The Phuket Jet Ski Club cov-
ers three areas — Kata-Karon,
Patong and Bang Tao. The club
was set up in 1998. Before then,
each of these areas had its own
jet ski club.

Most of the jet skis are at
Patong. Our club has organized
the provision of floatsto separate
areas for swimming and for jet
skis. We do everything to meet
regulations.

There are not only jet ski
operators on the beaches but
other businesses including long-
tails, parasailing and tour boats.
We all share the areas so they
are also elements of the problem
—not just the jet skis.

In 1998, we put together a
list of 13 problemsconcerning jet
ski operation and proposed dis-
cussionswith the provincia gov-
ernment to find waysto solve all
these problems.

But we received no coop-
eration from officials. For ex-
ample, many jet skis have come

The officers also provided
no equipment for zoning the spe-
cific areas for swimming and jet
skis. The club had to buy the
floats.

Since 1998, a few serious
accidents have occured.

We have managed the zon-
ing whilethe officershave never
cooperated with us. They only
talk and have never cometo meet
us or see what the situation re-
alyis.

Patong Municipality in par-
ticular has never supported us.
They have never understood
what we do. We have sent many
letters to government organiza-
tions asking for cooperation but
nothing happens. When there’'sa
problem, they just come by to
complain.

The provincia government
always proposes something im-
possible. They don’t really know
about jet ski problems. They want
to enforce alaw that only people
who have jet ski driving licenses
candriveone[withtouristsriding
as passengers).

It'simpossiblefor everyone
who rents a jet ski to have a jet
ski driving license. The authori-
tiesshould look at other problems
aswell.

PERSON

Weerachai
Tonghom, 45, is
President of the
Phuket Jet Ski Club,
which is facing a
ban on jet-skis
within seven years
following collisions
that killed a 13-year-
old German boy and
a 19-year-old
Swede. He puts his
arguments in favor
of the jet-ski
operators.

It's the same as renting
motorbikes. There are many road
accidents for them to be con-
cerned about — not just jet ski
accidents, which happenonly very
rarely.

If people can't drive, we
will have someonedrivefor them.
| agree that children should not
drive jet skis. The suitable ages
for driving should be a topic to
consider. | think that those under

16 years old should not be al-
lowed to drive ajet ski.

We are willing to cooper-
ate if officers really want to
solvethisproblem. Our club also
controls the number of jet skis
in each area. We explain things
to people before they rent a jet
ski. For example, we tell them
about specific areas where they
candrive. But some peopledrive
recklessly, which can cause ac-

out within sevenyears, but | think
there are many other problems
that need addressing beside jet
skis, including the number of
beach chairs, food vendors and
beach encroachment by business
people.

Most jet ski operatorswere
once fishermen who became jet
ski operators because Phuket was
promoted asatourist destination.
They earned 100 baht aday from
fishing but they can earn 1,000
baht aday from thistourism busi-
ness.

I will stand up for their
rights, even though | don’t own
a jet ski. | want justice for
Phuket people who don’t work
illegaly.

| grew up here. | know and
understand what is happening on
the beach. When there are prob-
lems, people usually assume that
everything iswrong.

Within these seven years
[announced by the Governor] we
will do our best to comply with
any regulationsannounced. When
the seven years are up, and we
have done really well, how can
they take away our right to work
inthisbusiness?

— Compiled by
Gategaeo Phetsawang

Bar lookslike
a death trap

On my last trip to Patong | went
to a bar that had just opened. |
cannotimaginethat thisbar isbuilt
according to safety regulations.

Inside, it is square and can
hold about 400 people but there
are only two small tunnel-like
entrances.

Thereisnot oneemergency
door inthewholebuilding and the
two small entrances are not even
ameter wide, which means they
would very easily be blocked if
there were some kind of panic.

| hate to think what would
happen if there were a fire, be-
cause few people could get out
and peoplewould probably die.

| hope the authorities can
take a look at this because it is

very dangerous. _
Kees Preims

Netherlands

Poonsak Naksena, Chief Ad-
ministrative Officer of Patong
Municipality, replies:

Officers have to check all
premises for compliance with
construction permission to see
whether the structure has been
altered or whether changes have
been made that are not allowed
inthe building permit.

If the officersfind that ille-
gal aterations have been made,
those responsiblewill be charged

with offenses under the Building
Control Act.

Anyone wishing to file a
complaint about a bar suspected
of contravening the regulations
can contact Patong Municipality
or send a letter to Patong Mu-
nicipality, Kathu, Phuket 83150,
or call usat Tel: 076-342079.

ANSWERS

Want to know how to get something done? Can’t
understand some of the dafter things that seem
to go on in Phuket? Want to pitch an idea to
Phuket’s authorities or institutions? Then this is
the forum for you. Submit your queries or
suggestions to us and we’ll ask the appropriate
people to respond to them.

Write to: The Phuket Gazette, 367/2 Yaowarat Rd, Muang,
Phuket 83000. Fax 076-213971, or submit your issue at
www.phuketgazette.net

How good isbank security against hackers?

When | use an ATM machine, |
keep the withdrawal dlip that the
machine spits out.

Last week, when | was
checking off my withdrawal
records against my Krung Thai
savings book, | noticed that the
entire account number is printed
on the dlip. The same was true
of the withdrawal dlips from my
Siam Commercial Bank account.

| appreciatethat banks have
safeguards against unauthorized
people using this information at
the bank counter. But what se-
curity isin placeto stop ahacker
trying to log into an account that
has online banking access?

| feel secure, because | de-
stroy my ATM dlips. But, judging
from the ground around most
ATMs, some people should defi-
nitely be concerned.

Concerned in Kamala

Nimit Harnpipatpongsa, Dep-
uty Manager of Siam Com-
mercial Bank, Chao Fa Rd
branch, replies:

Theaccount number shown
ontheATM dipisto confirmthat
the correct account has been ac-
cessed.

This is evidence that con-
firmsyour transaction, and every
bank account holder should keep
the transaction dlip safe.

There is no danger to their
accountsat all, however, because
every bank operation is backed
up by security systems such as
the ATM user’s PIN code.

As for the imagined
hacker, the bank has a strong
security system to protect against
hacking, even when (using some
typesof card) peoplereveal their
account number to buy some-
thing.

Pongsak Kanghae, Deputy
Manager of Krung Thai
Bank, Phuket Town, replies:
Thefull bank account num-
ber is printed on the ATM dlip to
confirm to customers that they
aredealing with theright account.
| have never heard of ahack-
er accessing an account. Usual-
ly when there is a problem of
theft from an account it arises
from the account holder being
careless about his security.
Everyone should be secu-
rity-conscious. When you have
finished using theATM, keep the
slip so that you can verify ac-
count transactions—then, if there
is a problem you can bring the
dipsto the bank to check.
Otherwise, you should de-
stroy the dlips, not throw them
away, asthey carry detailsof your
account.

Helmetsfor
big heads

Where can one buy a full-face

motorcycle helmet suitable for a

rider with quitealarge head, who

ridesaracing bike? A make such
as Shoei or Aral would be best.

Paul Smyth

Rawai

Taweesak Saelim, owner of TS
Trading, replies:

We have many styles and
makes of helmet in our shop —
andinall szesWealso have bro-
churesfrom leading manufactur-
ers enabling the customer to or-
der from theseif our stock is not
to hisliking.

TSTradingison Phuket Rd,
near the junction of Ong Sim Pai
Rd. We are open every day from
8amto 8:30 pm and you can call
usat Tel: 076-223495.

Hefty import taxes

| had some goods shipped here
via UPS. The value was about
4,500 baht and shipping cost a
further 4,500 baht. Theimport tax
| paid was calculated as 30% of
the value of the goods plus ship-
ping— 3,700 baht. Isthiscorrect?

David Johnson
Rawai

A Phuket Customs officer re-
sponds:

Yes. The 30% is calculated
on the value of goods plus ship-
ping and insurance.
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r A, who married a
Thai citizen abroad
and had achildwith
her, has lived and
conducted businessin Thailand
for many years. His wife was
also an employeeof hisbusiness,
liaising with customers.
Oneday, whilecleaning out
his office computer, Mr A found
that his wife had been using the
computer for her private email.
He found messages that indi-
cated shewasinvolvedin aliai-
son with another man, Mr B.
Mr A then became suspi-

ciousabout hiswife' sappoint-
ments outside of the office.
After aninvestigationinto her
outings, Mr A cametothecon-
clusion that his wife was in-
deed having an affair with Mr
B. He filed for divorce. The
court granted the divorce and
granted Mr A custody of the
couplée'schild.

After considering certain
factors, such ashisbelief that Mr
B had met hisformer wifein full
knowledge that shewas married,
and had il pursued aliaisonwith
her, Mr A consulted legal coun-

DOWN

With Friedrich
‘Sam’ Fauma

sel to seeif he had any recourse
against Mr B for breaking up his
family.

He was told that he did in-
deed: under the Thai Civil and
Commercial Law, Section 1523,
it is possible to sue for compen-
sation, which Mr A did.

THELAW

Accounting for the damage from adultery
LAY ING

Section 1523 states: “In
case of divorce by judgment
of the Court ... the husband
or wifeisentitled to compen-
sation from the husband or
wifeand other woman or adul-
terer, asthe case may be. The
husband is entitled to claim
compensation from any person
who has wrongfully taken liber-
ties with his wife in an adulter-
ous manner, and the wife is en-
titled to claim compensation from
other woman who has openly
shown her adulterous relations
with the former’s husband.”

After hearing both parties
arguments, the court decided
that, as Mr B had an extramari-
tal relationship with Mr A'swife,
he must pay damagesto Mr A,
and set a six-figure amount.

Mr B may appeal the deci-
son.

This column is compiled from
the collective experience of the
partners in the International
Law Office, Phuket Town. Tel:
076-222191-5. Fax: 076-222-
196. Email: interlaw@loxinfo.
co.th.

Tackling the misery of period

or a few days every
month, almost every
woman in the world ex-
periencesthe discomfort
of period pains, or dysmenor-
rhea.
European studies show that
70% of young women regularly
takeanalgesicsfor dysmenorrhea
and at least 50% say that the pain
often disrupts their
lives.
Women are

As a very rough

that women suffer — labor.

Mild contractions constant-
ly passthrough the muscular wall
of the womb, but usually go un-
noticed. During menstruation,
these contractions are more pro-
nounced than normal (during la-
bor they are stronger yet).

Each contraction causesthe
womb’s blood supply to be tem-
porarily reduced as
the blood vesselsin
the musclewall are

expected to simply

guide, suffering

compressed. Asthe

grin and bear men-
strual pain. This

from severe period

tissues are starved
of oxygen, pain-trig-

expectation that pains S.mce. gering chemicals
dysmenorrhea is ~ Mmenstruationfirst  are released.

normal may ex- started means that At the same
plain why it takes it's less Iikely that a timethebody isalso
— onh average — releasing ahormone

eight years for the
commonest cause
behind severe pe-
riod pains, a condition called
endometriosis, to be diag-
nosed.

Endometriosisoccurswhen
some of this lining (endomet-
rium) isfound outside your uter-
usin other areas of the body such
as the ovaries or bowel. This
bleeds during your period caus-
ing pain.

Thepain of periodsiscaus-
ed by contractions of the womb,
similar to those of another pain

particular cause will
be found.

called prostaglan-
din, which induces
stronger contrac-
tions, which may directly cause
pain in the womb. As the con-
tractions get stronger, sothepain
increases.

Theaimisto help thewomb
sheditsdelicatelining (asaperi-
od) allowing a new lining to be
grown each month ready for a
fertilized eggtoimplantitself. This
isan essential part of femalefer-
tility, but pain can result.

The cause of dysmenorrhea
should dwaysbeinvestigated but,

—-——

HEALTH
WATCH

Dr Wanpen
Ungpinitpong

as avery rough guide, suffering
from severe period pains since
menstruation first started means
that it'slesslikely that a particu-
lar cause will be found. Even if
thisisthe case, other factors, es-
pecialy stress, can makethe pain
more difficult to copewith. Treat-
ing these contributory elements
may reduce the pain.

There are many exceptions
to thisguide, and conditionssuch
as endometriosis can sometimes
cause severe pain from an early
age. Other causes of period pains
includefibroids, pelvicinflamma-
tory disease or anarrowing of the
Cervix.

The best guide to seeking
help is when the pain realy be-
gins to interfere with your life.
Thefirst stepisto try some sim-
ple treatments to see which
works for you.

* satellite TV (inc world news & live English football)

GESG Sai Palong Reson, Bangla Ad, Palong Beach
13T Chavwaeng Bd, Chaweng Beach, Koh Samui

*apen 9 am Fill late

* happy hoars 3 pm - 6 pm

Tel: OME-342685
Tk 77 =238 36

View Thailand’s
LARGEST
portfolio of
Classified Ads—
more than 2,000
of them—-and
placeyour ad

FREE!
Seethe

Phuket Gazette
Onlineat

www.phuketgazette.net

» Exercise: you may not
feel likeit but it's a natural way
to ease pain. Try gentlewalking,
swimming or cycling.

e Complementary thera-
pies: try herbal
treatments such as
evening primroseoil
capsules, raspberry
leaf teaor mulberry

Women are
expected to simply

pains

e Hormones: pescribed
progestogens or combined oral
contraceptive pills can work ex-
tremely well but there may be
some cultural problems in their

use here.

If these measures
fail to control the
pain or your doctor

tea (ton mon in
Thai) throughout
your cycle.

grin and bear
menstrual pain.
This expectation

thinks that en-
dometriosisor other
conditionsmay bea

But if neither of

that dysmenorrhea

possibility, then
moredetailedinves-

these controls the IS r_10rma| _may tigations may be

pain, then you explainwhy ittakes recommended.
3hoE[JId talhk to y(iur - on average — ot Ultrasound
octor, who may try : ests or minor
oneof thefollowing: elght years for the laparoscopy may be
commonest cause, used to determine

* Painkillers:  endometriosis, to  the cause.

always take them ; Surgery to re-
as directed by your be diagnosed. move the endomet-

doctor. Mefenamic

acid and ibuprofen can be effec-
tive, ascan aspirin— itself an anti-
prostaglandin —but which should
not be taken in combination with
with mefenamic acid.

Take them regularly
throughout theday; don’t wait for
the pain to become unbearable.

* TENS: Transcutaneous
Electronic Nerve Stimulationisa
techniqueto control period—and
other — pains.

Small electrodesare placed
ontheskinto stimulate nervesin
the pelvic area in a way which
reduces pain.

Thistechnique, popularin
Europe, is little used so far in
Thailand.

rium—although not
generally considered acure—can
bring long-termrelief.

Thefinal, most drastic, op-
tion for some women who find
period pain unbearableis hyster-
ectomy.

Next time, Pre-Menstrual Ten-
sion, described by one wit as
“ experienced by women, suf-
fered by men” .

Dr Wanpen Ungpinitpong is a
doctor at the Mother & Child
Center of the Bangkok Phuket
Hospital, 2/1 Hongyok Utis Rd,
Phuket Town, Tel: 076-254421,
email: info@phukethospital.
com

VITAL STATISTICS:
PASSENGER AIR TRAFFIC INCREASES 17PC

Nov 2002 Nov 2003
Passengers
International 105,149 138,659
Domestic 183,421 198,972
Total 288,570 337,631
Cargo (tons)
International 1,481 1,600
Domestic 1,145 1,031
Total 2,626 2,631

Source: Phuket International Airport
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ecently, | have noticed
increasing interest in
investment in Thai-
land’simproving stock
market. Theriseinthe Thai stock
market |ooks set to continue asa
number of factors support this
scenario.

The most important is con-
tinued economic growth. Thailand
is likely to show growth of at
least 7% for 2004. In addition, low
interest rates, subdued inflation-
ary pressures and rising corpo-
rate profits are also positive fac-
tors.

For theindividual investor,
Asiais not the easiest region to
put money into. Itisessential that
aninvestor havein-depth knowl-
edge of the economy and politi-
cal situationinthe country where
it may appear attractivetoinvest.

However, conducting re-
searchonindividua companiesin
Asiacan beadaunting task, made
more difficult by local account-
ing methodsthat havelittle simi-
larity to global norms.

Insider trading is an every-
day considerationinmany Asian
countries and very often thereis
inadequate supervision by na-
tional authorities. China, for ex-
ample, has only 10 people to su-

Cocktall recipefor safer plays

pervise all the stock ex- |
changes and all companies '
operating in the country.

The solution to such
problems is to use a mutual
fund, unit trust or offshore |
fund. Thefund shouldideally *
invest in a number of coun-
tries. This alows the fund man-
agers to partially or completely
remove investments from coun-
triesin Asiaor to concentratein-
vestment in preferred countries.

Using a fund to invest in
several countriesisknown asthe
“cocktail” approach and certainly
reducesrisk. It also offersawider
choice of good investments than
those available through asingle-
country fund.

Whereafundinvestsin one
country and the fund manager is
unhappy about that country, it is
standard practice to convert up
to 30% of the assets of the fund
into cash. It is very unusual to
increase the cash component be-
yond 30% for several reasons.
First, the fund manager is not
being paid management fees for

having theinvestment sit in cash.
Theinvestor can do that by him-
self without paying management
fees. Second, a fund manager
might bewrong; sometimesheis
simply too close to the situation
and lacks perspective.

Investment fundsthat cover
Asiafall into two major catego-
ries: thosethat include Japan and
those that do not. Thisis a vital
factor as all investment funds of
reasonabl e standard are required
to choose an index so their per-
formance can be measured. Ja-
pan has the largest stock market
in Asia—interms of market capi-
talization it is the second largest
intheworld.

Where a fund includes Ja-
pan asapossibleinvestment des-
tination, the fund will usually

ON THE MOVE

Thongchai Wichaidit, 49, from
Surat Thani, has been appointed
the new Chief of
the Phuket Pro-
vincial Industrial
Office. K. Thong-
chai graduated
from the National
Ingtitute of Devel- &
opment Adminis- *
tration with amaster’s degreein
Public Administration. Hisexpe-
rienceincludes six monthsasthe
Acting Chief of Surat Thani Pro-
vincial Industrial Office.

South Africa-born Australian na-
tional Geoffrey Bennun, 53, has
taken the position
of General Man-
ager of the Sila
Evason Hideaway
on Koh Samui,
overseeing the fi-
nal months of de-
velopment ahead
of its opening in
June. Mr Bennun, who studied
hotel management in England,
was previously General Manager
at the Evason Hua Hin. He held
the same position at the Media
Village during the 2000 Sydney
Olympic Games.

Wichet Suyanan, 30, from
Phang Nga, is the new Deputy
Administrator of
Muang District,
Phuket. K. Wi- ||
chet, a graduate
in Political Sci-
ence from Ram-
khamhaeng Uni-
versity, held simi-
lar positions in Ranong and his
home town for eight years.

Been promoted? Made a career
change? Know someone who
has? Let us know by email to
onthemove@phuketgazette.net.

New cruiselinesalls
Into Andaman market

PATONG: Luxurious surround-
ings and every convenience for
a pleasant and relaxing stay are
nothing new for holidaymakersin
this part of the world, but a fly-
sail-hotel package seems to be
something of aninnovation.

ADIAcara, a 200-meter-
long, 38,600-ton cruiseliner, be-
gan operations in the Andaman
and Gulf of Thailand in Novem-
ber last year and now visits
Phuket every fortnight, plowing
the seas between here and Laem
Chabang in Chon Buri province.

Catering to an amost-exclu-
sively German clientele, AIDA-
cara will steam the Mediterra-
nean between April and October
each year then travel east to al-
low passengers to escape the
European winter.

AIDA is a subsidiary of
Seetours, itself under the aegis of
the mammoth Carnival Group,
which also includes the Cunard
and P& O cruise lines.

AlDAcara, launchedin 1996
from aFinnish shipyard, has 650
cabinsaccommodating 1,100 pas-
sengers, served by acrew of al-
most 700.

Raymond Honings, Manag-
ing Director of AIDA in Asia,
explained, “ Around 900 passen-
gers fly to Thailand — Bangkok
or Phuket — by charter aircraft
every Thursday and board the
ship either in Laem Chabang or
Phuket.

“Another 100 to 200 begin
or end their journey in a Phuket
hotel, so it's aways around 900
passengerswhomwefly in or out
each week.

The price for the flight,
week-long cruise, and hotel stay
of up to afortnight in a Phuket
hotel is around 2,000 Euros (ap-

proximately 100,000 baht) but, as
Mr Honingsexplained, thechoice
of cabin, single-person supple-
ments, and hotel options can af-
fect the price.

Most passengers, he said,
prefer resorts such as the JW
Marriott, Merlin Beach, Kata
Thani or Rydges, with all-in costs
obvioudly higher for the more up-
market resorts.

Mr Honings told the Ga-
zette that most of the customers
know about AIDA from the
Internet, or from brochures and
tour agencies, though only in Ger-
many. About 95% of the passen-
gersare German with most of the
remainder coming from neighbor-
ing European countries. Cruises
are not directly reserved or sold
in Thailand.

AlDAcara is not the only
liner cruising these waters and
the Gazette asked Orachorn
Saisritong, local manager of Star
Cruises, whether the AIDAcara
will affect that company’scruise
business.

“lI don’'t think it will as
AIDA and Star Cruises cater for
different clients,” said K. Ora-
chorn. “Most of our passengers
come from India, Singapore and
China. In fact, it is very rare to
see a non-Asian aboard one of
our vessels.”

K. Orachorn also high-
lighted adifferencein thetype of
ship operated and said that
AIDA opts for luxury fitments
and facilitieswhile Star Cruises,
whilestill very comfortable, opts
for alarger passenger capacity.

“Some of our ships carry
2,500 or even 2,800 passengers
in high season, morethan double
AlDAcara’s capacity,” she said.

— Dhirarat Boonkongsaen

M ONEY

nese market’s size the per-
T A L K S centage of the fund invested
in Japan will always be high.

By Richard Watson

closely follow the index.
Merely because of the Japa-

However, unlike most of
Asia, Japan is not an emerg-
ing market. Itisafirst-world
economy and its growth and
stock market performance have
been generally poor for more
than a decade. Should this con-
tinueit will affect investment per-
formance compared with invest-
ment funds that exclude Japan.
A number of indices offer the
choice of including or excluding
Japan.

Many investment fundsthat
cover Asiado not include India,
which is a mistake. The Indian
stock market is long-established
and the underlying economy is
robust with many quality compa-
nies in which to invest. It virtu-
ally doubledinvaluein 2003 and
economic growth rates for 2004
currently look likely to exceed
6%.

At present, Asia appears
the most attractive areato invest
in as the region is enjoying the
fastest economic growth in the
world.

But Asiaisnot for thefaint-
hearted; investment returns can
be spectacular in the good times,
but when the party comes to an
end there are likely to be some
sharp lossesininvestors' portfo-
lios.

Asadtill affordsgood value
toinvestorsand it can bereason-
ably assumed that this will con-
tinue for some time. However, it
isworth bearing in mind the old
adage that an investor has made
a profit only when the holdings
have been sold and converted to
cash.

Richard Watson runs Global
Portfolios Co Ltd, a Phuket-
based personal financial plan-
ning service. He can be reached
at Tel and Fax: 076-381997,
Mobile: 01-0814611. Email:
imm@Il oxinfo.co.th.

A Thal Marine Leisure

(bold listings are Tha flagged boats)

Power BROKERAGE DIVISION

58Fc 198  Hatteras copy Ford Lehman,2x225Hp USSONLY 165000
39F 198 Riviera39 Plainum Cummins, 2x250 Hp Turbo S 275000
38Ft 2000 Flybridge Watertaxi Yamaha, 2 x 200 Hp THB 2,700,000
37Ft 1996 Searay 370 Mercruiser, 2 x 350 Hp usbD 175,000
30Ft 1990 Bayliner Sunbridge 2855 New King Cobra7,5L  THB 1,900,000
29Ft 2003 Prowler 9000 Honda 4-stroke, 2 x 50 Hp Price on Application

28 Ft 86/02 Italian Open Sportfisher Yamaha 200 Hp THB 1,500,000
18Ft 2000 Skip Jack 18 Yamaha, 2 x 85 Hp THB 750,000
Sail

60Ft 50/03 Indian Dhow Isuzu 84 Hp THB 4,500,000
57Ft 1985  B.Roberts motor sailor Ford, 120 Hp US$ ONLY 100,000
56Ft 1973 Classic Corten Steel Ketch Perkins, 64 Hp US$ 70,000
48Fc 83/03 Frers48 Perkins, 87 Hp US$ 88,000
46Fc 1981  Heresch off Ketch Ford, 80Hp US$ 127,500
42Fc 1987  Wiestsail 42 Perkins, 50 Hp Euro 80,000
41Fc 1978 Bluewater 41 Ford Lees Marine, 72 Hp US$ 128,000
31Ft 1983  Maxi 95 (Petterson) Volvo Penta, 22 Hp Reduced to US$ 28,000

BOAT OF THE MONTH:

Hi-Star 42 -----

Sportsfisher, Caterpillar Diesels, 2 x 375 Hp
Furuno 36 Nm Radar, GPS, VHF & SSB,

Onan Generator, Airconditioning, hot water, windlass

Asking price: USD 137,500

OTHER TML, SERVICES:

* Yacht Charter: Bare, Crewed & Motor Boats

* Regattas. boatsfor the Kings Cup, RajaMudaetc
* Yacht Management (currently 16 boats)

* QBE Marinelnsurance, plscheck for afreequote

DISTRIBUTORS FOR:

SOdeIS: Uewepuy

HUNTER SalLING

YACHTS

=,

T

-
o

A Empioyee: O rerabi

M

AZIMUT
Azimut Yachts
Excellence in Design,
Technology & Confort

v.@;l

[t

For all your inquiries, pleasecontact Thai MarineLesure
~ 20/7-8Boat Lagoon, Ko Kaew. Tel: 076-239-111 or 273-320

Fax: 076-238-974, Email: brokerage@thaimarine.com
Website: http//www.thaimarine.com
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READY, SET, GO: All lined up, racers prepare to enjoy the thrills and spills of the first day of action in a test of the new 1.8 kilometer Phuket Town motocross course.

Timefor sport
boats to race

he King's Cup commit-

tee has made strenuous

efforts during past

regattas to encourage
sport boats but aas, entries re-
maingim.

These smaller, morerealis-
tically-priced yachts give more
people a chance of participating
in the cup.

Perhaps the existing Sport
Boat divison should ex-
pand into a Day Boat
division? While per-
hapslessthanideal for
true sport boat enthu-
Sasts, it would broaden
the entry base.

Sponsorship
would enable a sports
boat or class to com-
pete within this divi-
sion.

It would givethe organizers
alittle more work but the trade-
off —agreater number of entries
—would be compensation aplenty.

It would bring a lot to the
event if boats such as the Phuket
8 and Platu wereracing for their
owntrophies, whilehaving enough

/N

Before the
MAST

entries from Mumm 30s and
other day boats to put a signifi-
cant fleet on the starting line.

The changing face of ocean
racing: A fleet of fewer than 60
yachts in the recent Sydney-
Hobart race signified anew low
compared with the 180-boat fleets
of 20 years ago.

Here are my suggestions:
modern  racing
yachts are more at
home around the
buoysthanintrying
conditionsoffshore.
Production yachts
have taken a huge
share of the market
away from the one-
off or semi-custom
yacht industry.

Events such as the Anda-
man SeaRally will continuetorise
in importance as other races —
such as the Sydney-Hobart —
tract fewer entrants.

Sailing queries or news may be
sent to Yachtpro by email to
rob@sailing-thailand.com

Nt

GOURMET HOME SERVICE
FOR THE FINEST KITCHENS IN PHUKET

MNow, you can order from our extensive range of
imported gourmet food and local items and have
them delivered to your managed villa estate or
private home. Beel, Veal, Lamb, Pork, Poultry,
Seafood, Cheese, Ham, Vegetables & Wines,

Il
5

SORFBRS |

For a product list please contact:
Tel: 076-253024-9 Fax: 076-216425
Email: salespmif@phuket. ksc.co.th

New ball gamefor
a Phuket winner

PHUKET: Thailand aready has
atennisidol in Paradorn “Ball”
Srichaphan, and with hissuccess
has come greater interest in the
game.

It may come as a surprise
to some that there is another
form of tennis, called “soft ten-
nis.” It's run by the Soft Tennis
Association of Thailand (STAT)
in Bangkok, and thereis one Soft
Tennis Club on Phuket.

Doing her bit to promotethe
game in the same way that
Paradorn has lifted awareness of
the “hard”version is Withita
“Tangkwa’ Jang-lam, 18.

Phuket-born K. Tangkwa
has already managed to takethird
place in a soft tennis tournament
inthe Philippinesand madeitinto
thefinal 16 inthe 121" World Soft
Tennis Championships in Hiro-
shima, Japan, early in November.
She also came ninth intheworld
youth rankings.

On January 24 and 25, she
will be competing in atournament
in Chiang Ral as a lead-in to a
tournament in Phuket on April 3
and 4. Leading players in that
competition will qualify for the
national finalsin Bangkok.

For theuninitiated, K. Tang-
kwa explained these basic char-
acteristics of soft tennis:

Soft tennisincludessingles
and doubles. The ball (which is
made from rubber) isfilled with
air and because it is soft, it can
behit extremely hard. Thisisone
of the charming features of this
fast-moving yet precise game.

Doubles, in particular, re-
quires a high level of skill and
good communication between
players. Soft tennis players need
not only good technique, but also
physical and mental strength to
combine effectively with their
partners.

Partnersalternate the serve

SPo RT
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By Nonthawat
Disayabutra

K. Tangkwa in action.

after every two points.

Matches usually consist of
either seven games (thefirst team
to win four games wins the
match), or nine games (the first
team to win five games wins the
match).

One game consists of four
points but if the score is tied at
three points apiece, the game con-
tinues until one team is ahead by
two pointsand wins. In the decid-

ing game, however, there are
seven points (with deuce at six
al).

International rulesgovern-
ing singles were established in
1993. Since then, tournaments
have been held at national and
international level.

K. Tangkwabegan playing
seriously two years ago, though
she had been practising tennis
for up to two hours a day, under
her father’s tutelage, since she
was eight.

In the 12 tournaments she
has played since, she has won
severd first prizes, including one
tournament in Bangkok that she
still ranks as her best perfor-
mance.

“1 still have to learn more
about the game's rules and the
various styles. The racket and
ball are softer and lighter than
normal tennis, which makescon-
trol more difficult,” Tangkwa
said.

K. Tangkwais afirst-year
medicine student at Chiang Mai
University and believes soft ten-
nisisgood relaxation.

“1 think if | have been prac-
ticing hard and my dad saysit’'s
okay to join the national team, |
will doit,” shesaid.

Nipon Jang-lam, Tang-
kwa's father and coach, said,
“The future is up to her. If she
wantsto play professondly, | will
support her. She is now ranked
ninth in the world and first in
Southeast Asia.”

Big events coming up this
year include an important tour-
nament at Surin in June, the Soft
Tennis Masters in Bangkok in
August, and the Asian Soft Ten-
nis Titlesin Chiang Mai in De-
cember, featuring competitors
from 17 nations.

Phuket contact: Nipon
Jang-lam, Tel: 01-6779619.
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About 50 racers turned out to test a new
motocross track on the bypass road near the Ong
Ngen Isan Restaurant on January 11.

Starts produced plenty of excitement and
flying dust. The course included twists and turns,
a jump ramp for adventurous riders — and plenty
of mud. Each lap covered 1.8 kilometers and
racers revved through three laps.

One of the racers, Wichai Sukpratueng, told
the Gazette, “The test today made me realize this
motocross business isn’t so easy.

“It looks easy but it was really hard to keep
control of the handlebars. Anyway, it was
challenge and exciting.”

A date for the first race meeting is expected
to be announced soon.

X

STanee

Otylish Audio

--EHTEHTA“EEHJEEE_

+« Home t
" mmmma.

= Stylish & beautiful for the modern Thal home.
® Perreauy, Rotel, Linn, Norh.

Please visit our showroom at 10:20 Road i Hl“_ll
Tl O76-52% 242 Moblie: 0-585
Emall: iInFo@ahiukes-poal coem Website dwan, w

Event Everest to be scaled by local golfers

KATHU: Local golfers have a
new event to look forward to on
Sunday, January 25, at Phuket
Country Club —with anew Ford
Everest as the hole-in-one prize.

Morethan 100 golfersfrom
Phuket and Krabi have registered
for the tournament, to be played
under the Callaway handicap sys-
tem with competitors classified
into four flights.

Celebrities have been in-
vited, including famous Thai co-
median Charnarong “Tik Klin-
see” Khanteetao and fomer
mayor of Phuket Town, Phummi-

Siw Liwrrsg Yillas,

KeTaurmng, .‘_-r-::l TN

sak Hongsyok. Anyoneinterested
in playing is invited to call
Anuphas Ford at Tel: 076-
355747/8 or K. Prgjuab at Tel: 01-

the Canyon Course.To enter,
playersmust register before noon
on January 23.
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6072672 by January 23.

This year’s Blue Canyon
Golf Openwill be held on Febru-
ary 7 and 8, with sponsor Nike &
holding aclub demonstration day
on February 6.

The amateur tournament is
open to men with a handicap of
18 or less and women with a
handicap of 28 or less.

Thefirst round will beonthe
Lakes Course, with day two on
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Serious S80 sh

By Jeff Heselwood

potted along the

Chalong-Karon road

shortly after Christmas

was one of Volvo'stop-
of-the-range sedans, the luxury
S80.

It was an unusual animal to
see on the highways and byways
of Phuket, asthismodel issome-
what expensive and isnot gener-
ally considered tobe onapar with
an equivalent Mercedes-Benz or
BMW.

Launched to the world in
1998 and face-lifted in 2001, the
S80 is, however, a car worthy of
a closer look, and has scored
some success locally as the
choice of various high-end hotels
for their fleets.

Volvo claimed that the S80
featured the world's first trans-
versely-mounted six-cylinder en-
gine, conveniently (though per-
haps justifiably) forgetting the
truly awful Austin 18-22/Princess
of the mid-" 70swhich featured a
transverse six.

Theorigina S30 camewith
a 2.9-liter six producing a mod-
est 204bhp (150kW) while five-
cylinder modelswereavailablein
2.4- and 2.8-liter options bor-
rowed from the smaller S70. A
turbocharged six developing
272bhp (200kW) was available
and a five-cylinder diesel from
Audi powered later models. A

OWS ItS age

SUPREME SWEDE: Although built to withstand impacts, the S80 has never severely dented the Mercedes-Benz and BMW market.

five-cylinder gasoline turbo ver-
sion with all-wheel-driveis aso
on the market.

Automatic transmission is
standard —four- or five-speed ac-
cording to engine choice — and
features an adaptive shift pattern
that recognizes a driver’s style
and shiftsup or down accordingly.

The S80isbuilt onalength-
ened version of the versatile S70
platform, which forms the basis
for both the S60 sports sedan and
the luxury 4x4 X C90.

Produced at the Torslanda

U Dulwich %

International College
British edweation af one of Axia's Greest day and Soerrding sehools

Co-educational day and boarding.. Safe,
beautifully landscaped campus, . Superb
resources and facilities. Close links with
Dulwich College, London,.. Active,
caring boarding programme...From

(&

factory in Sweden, the S80 was
Volvo'sfirst challenge to the es-
tablished luxury makers, but it
failed to live up to expectations.

Peter Horbury, who de-
signed much of Volvo's current
range including the S80, now
heads Ford’'s Premier Automo-
tive Group (PAG), which com-
prises Jaguar, Aston Martin,
Volvo and Land Rover. His col-
league, Henrik Fisker of Aston
Martin, was responsible for the
recently-launched Aston Martin
DB9 (Gazette, November 15,
2003).

In a recent interview, Mr
Horbury said, “ Certainthingsare
expected of certain margues and
you have to maintain that iden-
tity.”

What people expect from
Volvo appearsto be solidnessand
safety. The S80 offers afull raft
of safety features, with full-length
air curtains, side-impact bagsfor
both driver and front passenger
as well as dual front airbags,

three-point seat belts for all five
occupants and energy-absorbing
material sthroughout the passen-
ger compartment.

Additionally, the body con-
sists of a unique safety cell that
distributesimpact energy evenly
through the vehicle to dissipate
destructive forces and protect
passengers.

The vehicle's structure —
including theroof pillarsand trans-
verse roof profiles — keeps the
passenger compartment intact,
absorbing a great deal of the
forcesif thevehiclestartstoroll.
Themost crucial partsof thispro-
tective web are made of high-
strength boron steel.

Inasidecollision, theVolvo
Side Impact Protection System
(Sips) helps to distribute the en-
ergy across a large part of the
car’s body reducing — in theory
— the trauma suffered by the oc-
cupants.

Many of the systems and
designs incorporated at Volvo

have now been extended to other
parts of the PAG empire.

Mr Horbury believes car
firms are now more adventurous
and sees more hiche models and
crossovers than in the past.

“Design matures,” he says.
“1 cannot be creative 24 hours a
day. But national identity is the
strongest identifying point. Ford
has been smart by putting all the
marques under the Ford Motor
Company banner. Thishaslifted
Ford’'s perceived value by asso-
ciation.”

But whether Horbury and
his team will attempt a succes-
sor to the S80 is another matter.

Volvoislikey to concentrate
onitshighly successful XC90and
itssmaller carsin the future.

The S80, good but not great,
has never achieved the success
hoped for.

Jeff Heselwood may be con-
tacted by email at jhc@
netvigator.com.
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By Jenna Wise

he road between Karon

and Patong, high above

the sea, offers some

wonderful views. One
placeto enjoy agood meal along
thisstretch, perhapswhilewatch-
ing the sun set, is the Central
Karon Village, Phuket.

The resort has individual
bungal owsbuilt onverdant jungle
cliffs and two restaurants. The
Cliff which is just below road
level, and The Bayview, situated
closer to the sea.

Sixteen years of cooking
has made Chef Danai Thotrakan
— who has worked at Central
Karon Village since it opened in
1999 — amaster in the kitchen.

“I'm very keen on fusion
food becausethe possibilitiesare
endless,” said Chef Danai.

While The Cliff restaurant
features Mediterranean-Asian
fusion cuisine, the choice at The
Bayview isThai or international.

“Most guests want to eat
Thai disheswhileon holiday here
and thesethree dishesarealways
popular.”

He recommends a small,
colorful sidesaladto add vibrancy
tothesedishesif you arenot able
to recreate the intricately-carved
vegetables.

One person

Ingredients:
1 whole white snapper fish,
weighing about 500 grams,
60 grams chopped mushrooms,
10 gramsjulienne of lemon grass;
1kaffir limeleaf, torninto shreds;
2 gramsjulienne of galangal;
5 grams sweet chili paste;
20 grams fish sauce;
30 gramsfresh limejuice;
4 fresh chilies, crushed;
1 teacup of chicken stock;
Qil.

Method:
Deep-fry the white snapper until
it turns golden brown — about
seven minutes — then remove
from the heat and drain. Put the
remaining ingredients — except
the mushrooms and crushed chil-
ies — into a clean pan and hesat

.,

Over the edg
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until the mixture is simmering.
Add the mushrooms and chilies
after afew minutes and continue
to simmer for another minute or
two, before placing the fish on a
serving dish. Pour the sauce over.

One person

Ingredients:

100 grams fresh prawn meat,
finely chopped;

2 spring onions, chopped small;

1 medium-sized coriander root,
chopped small;

2 garliccloves, finely chopped;

3kaffir limeleaves, finely shred-
ded;

10 grams green curry paste;

1 beaten egg;
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" The Cliff

5 grams sugar;

1 tablespoon soy sauce;

1 tablespoon oyster sauce;
1 gram grated coconut;

3 tablespoons coconut milk;
Qil.

Method:
Inalargebowl, mix al theingre-
dients and add the egg when ev-
erything elseiswell blended. Chef
Danai makes one large prawn
cake, but you could use the mix-
ture for several smaller ones.
Deep-fry the cake for about five
minutes, drain well and place on
a dish with a side decoration of

www. phuhetwiaecleb.cam

your choice. Serve with plum
sauce.

One person

Ingredients:

Soft-shell crab weighing about

Mosaics
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Chef Danai Thotrakan
with (left) deep-fried
snapper and below,
prawn cakes and crab
soup.

100 grams, broken into 4
pieces,

2 small red onions, peeled and
finely diced;

1 stalk of lemon grass, cut into
two-centimeter pieces,

3largesdlicesyoung galangal;

3 kaffir limeleaves, tornin half;

3fresh chilies, whole;

20 grams straw mushrooms;

1% cups coconut milk;

2 teaspoonslimejuice;

2 grams salt;

10 grams smoked chili paste.

Method:

Put all the ingredients — except
the crab, lime juice and mush-
rooms — into a large pot and
slowly bring to the boil. Simmer
the mixture for about five min-
utes, then add the crab pieces.
Simmer for afurther five minutes
before stirring in the lime juice
and mushrooms. Continue cook-
ing for another three minutesand
remove from the heat. Serveim-
mediately with steamed rice.

The Bayview restaurant at Cen-
tral Karon Mllage, Phuket, 8/21
Moo 1, Tambon Karon. Tel: 076-
286300/9. Chef: Danai Thot-
rakan. The Bayview restaurant,
open all day from breakfast to
dinner. The CIiff, open for din-
ner from 6:30 pm to 10:30 pm.
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Hone of the Veek BEE!

ith constructionto
begin soon onthe
Raffles resort
and the success
of The Breakers at the oppo-
site end of the bay, Kata has
now joined the ranks of Phu-
ket's prime real estate locales.

For some, this was never
anissue. High-end property has
been availablein thissmall and
relaxed bay for some years
now.

Thefirst villasof theKata
manda project were completed
about two years ago. Over the
past few years, the develop-
ment has slowly grown into an
impressive spread of properties
cascading across the southern
end of the bay, overlooking both
Kata and Kata Noi beaches.

In this collection of indi-
vidual yet pleasingly comple-
mentary villas, it is difficult to
single out one. However, high
among the sprawl isavillathat
isnotable not just for itseleva-
tion, but also for being the home
of one of Katamanda's chief
project managers.

As the man responsible
for six of the other villasthere,
as well as a great deal of the
infrastructure planning, it is
hardly surprising that this for-
merly Bangkok-based gentle-
man should fall for the grand
Andaman vistas and decide to
make a home among his work.
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Special attention to detail,
tempered by experience and ren-
dered by one of Bangkok’s best
construction companies, hascre-

ated a remarkable home.

From the double carport, a
twist of stepsleadsup to the pool
patio, which is also home to the
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Phuket Immobiliere Agency
Real Estate
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guest suite. Here, tall, flowering
shrubs and palms create a cozy
privacy and peacefulness, but it
is upon rising to the next level
that the true beauty of this home
beginsto unfold.

The side stairs run past a
gently bubbling waterfall circul at-
ing between two lotus ponds and
lets out onto yet another patio
area, thisone graced with acom-
fortable salaand thefull grandeur
of that expansive view.

Glass-panelled doors front
theformal loungeand dining room
that opens onto one side of this
patio, while the family room sits
comfortably to the other side.

Whilethefront of the house
benefits from the warmth and
brightness of its exposure, the
rear rooms— hard against the hill-
side—remain cool and calming.

Here are the study-office
and the kitchen, decked out in
quarry tile and Teka appliances.
An additional alfresco “Thai”
kitchen adjoins its Western
cousin.

The top level of the home
istaken up by two large, identi-
cal bedroom suites. Even their
bathrooms are virtual doppel-
gangers, and the only thing that
sets the master bedroom apart
from its twin is an enormous
bal cony.

The advantages and attrac-
tiveness of this home are only
matched by the benefits that
come with being a part of a de-
velopment of Katamanda's stan-
dard.

Clubhouse, restaurant, con-
ference room and fitness center
make this a choice locale for ei-
ther homebody or holiday renter.
And with anew and redoubtable
management team in place, this
development iscertainly ready to
match Kata's newly acquired
high-end status.

For moreinformation about
thisweek’s home, please contact
Andrew Park. Tel: 076-354016.

The writer, Smon J Hand, is As-
sociate Editor for Asia-Pacific
Tropical Homes. If you have a
property you would like featured
in House of the Week, email
editor @trophomes.com

hy can't flower

names be easy to

say or remember?

A roseisalwaysa
rose, a daisy is a daisy, and an
orchid is always an orchid. Well
actually, sometimes it's not, but
that's the point. Flower names
are so complicated in this part of
theworld.

The cream-fruit plant even
has two names in Latin — Sro-
phanthus gratus and roupellia
grata. A Thai friend of mine, who
gives me the name in Thai for
many plants, was struggling to
provideasimpletrandation.

Thebest she could comeup
with was nang yeng peenang —
presumably a reference to the
Malaysian island somewhere in
the dim and distant history of the
plant.

However, the cream-fruit
plantisoriginally from much fur-
ther afield. Its ancestral home is
tropical West Africa, and it was
brought to this part of the world
by early explorers.

Itsglossy, evergreen leaves
arethick and leathery, and it bears
terminal clusters of waxy, bell-
shaped, purple and whiteflowers
that resemble begonias but are
fragrant at night with the smell
of roses.

Thesmell remindsmeof the
rather inexpensive perfume that
my elementary school teacher
used to wear. Not exactly Chanel
No. 5, but fragrant enough.

Theflowersthat follow the
deep purplebudsthat initially ap-
pear are certainly an unusual
shape. Five petals surround an
inch-deep center, with along pol-
len-covered stameninthemiddle.

Theopen central partissur-
rounded by adozen or so vertical
“spikes’, in contrast to the deli-
cate petals around them. Even
after they're cut, these flowers
last several days and are great
for floral displays.

Thefolk-healersof tropical
West Africa have found many
uses for the plant. They make a
rubbing compound fromitsleaves
to reduce fevers; they mash the
leavesto treat various skin prob-
lemsand woundsand make medi-
cines from the leaves to treat

Tel: #6& (0)742T 1155 Fax:+466 (D)THZT 1254
Email: infoiflsai-taan-phuket.com
Web: www.sai-taan-phuket.com
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more “unmen-
tionable” prob-
lems.

A sub-
stance known
as ouabain
canbeobtained
from the seed
of strophan-
thus—the most
commonusein
its native land
was as a
source of ar-
row poison,
both for hunting
and for war-
fare. It was
this use that brought the plant to
the attention of Western science.

In 1861, thefamed explorer
and missionary Dr David Living-
stone observed native peoples
hunting with a poi-
son that had been
made from the seed
of aclosely-related

Be careful how you handle the cream-fruit plant.
Picture courtesy of Kazuo Yamasaki.

The smell reminds
me of the rather

As it belongs to the same
family as the allamanda, the sap
of theplant isfairly poisonous.

Just before | sat down to
write this, | picked a cream-fruit
flower from my
garden, and it
seemed quite keen
to secrete as much

plant (avine called inexpensive %\pl?jn my skin asit
strophanthus kom- could.
be) and helater re._Perume that my If you do han-

ported the sub-
stance as an appar-
ent cardiac stimu-
lant. Thisled to the
investigation of
many similar spe-
cies, and strophan-
thus gratus turned
out to be the most valuable.
Africans who later heard
that the British were using the poi-
son fromthe seedsin apure state
as amedicine concluded that the
Brits were indeed mad. They
may still beright to thisday.

elementary school
teacher used to
wear. Not exactly
Chanel No. 5, but
fragrant enough.

dlethisplant, make
sure that you wear
gloves, or at least
avoid touching the

sap.

Thisplant ad-
oresthesun. It will
survive in shade,
but the more sunlight it gets, the
more flowers it will produce.
More flowers also appear when
the plant is drier, so it shouldn’t
be over-watered.

To propagate the cream-
fruit plant, al you need to do is

Now vou tan actually see & touch

What your money buys!

snip off afairly woody cutting and
stick it in some moist compost. It
will take root and grow fairly
quickly.

The cream-fruitisasmelly
plant that |ooks good, too. Just be
careful if you useit to treat your
“unmentionable”’ problems.
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B8 Luxury Villas
on a hillside

at Chalong
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See ISSUES & ANSWERS
at www.phuketgazette.net

Marriott’s Villa Ownership
Prices ranging from USD $9,900 to $75,000.

FREE

Golf, Dining. Spa, FantaSea, Sea Canoe,
Or best of all spend 2 free nights experiencing this amazing resort

Visit or call us for information!
Tel: 076 333 031 Hohile: 01 956 2031
E=mall: info@thebreakers-phuket.com

www.thebreahers-phuket.com

Thought the days of free love were over?
Think again!

“Personals’ ads placed online are free!

FREE on the Island Trader online for 60 days.
FREE in the Phuket Gazette.

Go to www.phuketgazette.net/classifieds
and place your ad today!

nal We,
Ch 63,

@o Help us to help the animals

076-263737

BUSHBILENS LN

Come and explore Marmolt's new 3 star vacation villa ownership and as a thank you gift vou
will receive your choice of one of the following free,

Free 2 roands of Golf at Blue Canvon Country Club’s Lakes Course,

Free 4,000 Baht Dining & Shopping Gaft Certificates.

Free Mandara Spa treatment for 2 persons with lunch.

Free 2 tickets to Phuket FantaSea, with dinner and show included.

Free 2 tickets w John Gray Sea Canoe Phang Nga Classic Caves and Hongs tour,
Free 2 nights” accommodation at Marmiott’s Phuket Beach Club

Visit our welcome center
JW MARRIOTT Phuket Resort and Spa
Or call 076-338-200 1o schedule your personal tour. Details of participation apply.
Free roundirip transportation (o and From vour hotel,

Aot

BEACH CLUB
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|ndex makes a
home in Phuket

SAMKONG: Furniture retailer
Index has scheduled a Decem-
ber 2004 opening for its new
superstore on the bypass road,
just north of Phuket International
Hospital.

When completed, the Index
Living Mall will join soon-to-open
Central aswell asthe Tesco-Lo-
tus and Big C supercenters in
what is shaping up asashopper’s
dream area.

Index Living Mall will sell

an extensive range of furniture, exerc:ﬁ\s;(d.to .
housewares and hardware, and an  accurate

anticipates upwards of 200 cus-
tomers a day.

KijjaPattamasattayasonthi,
managing director of Index Liv-
ing Mall told the Gazette that he
is confident that the store will
become popular among higher-
earning Thaisand local ly-resident
foreigners.

Index isinvesting some 250
million baht in devel oping the 10-
rai site into its sixth furniture
superstore in the country.

Plans are afoot to continue
the expansion throughout Thai-
land and Southeast Asia.

Thefirst Index inIndonesia
will open in three months while
Chiang Mai isthenext target area
in Thailand.

— Nonthawat Disayabutra

Beforeyou buy, check and check again

n the past two columns |

have detailed the different

typesof titlesto land, build-

ingsand condominiums, and
the methods by which aforeigner
may acquire ownership or lease
rights on these properties.

You may now fedl confident
to begin the search for your
dream home. Please start, by all
means, but first pause to con-
sider what you are doing.

While most developersand
private vendorsareethical, there
are, as every-
where, anumber A Sk
who arenot, and
caution must be

trand ation of the

front and back of the land or
condo title deed. Thiswill show
the current owner, any endorse-
ments or liens the property has,
its shape, area and orientation,
and any borders to public prop-
erty, such as a road, stream or
the ocean.

Use a measuring tape and
compass (or a steady pace and
the location of the sun) to ascer-
tain if the title accurately repre-
sents the offered property. Be
sure you are dealing with the
rightful ownersof the property or
their appointed representative.

A highly-publicized though
small number of land titles were
considered suspect last year and
prudence suggests that you have
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a lawyer conduct due diligence
onthetitle’ sveracity and history.

Thisisespecialy important
if your intended purchase borders
— or apparently stands alone
within—government and particu-
larly Forestry Department land.
A cautious approach may save
tears later.

Inthe caseof abuilding un-
der construction
or land undergo-
ing subdivision,
look carefully at
theprovisionsfor
issuing atitleand
easement rights.
Also, look out for
a clause provid-
ing for the sale
price to be ad-
justed pro-rata
with the final titled area. There
have been instances in which
vendorsdeliberately understated
the area of a property.

If the property in question
isnot adjacent to apublic road, it
isessential that thereisevidence
of aregistered easement for ve-
hicleaccessand all utility connec-
tions. It has been known for ven-
dors to grant an easement for
vehicular access and then later,
when the property is developed,
refuseto allow the connection of
electricity cablesuntil further pay-
ments are made.

It may sound obvious, but
do read the contract. | am
amazed how many people sign
first and ask questions later. Un-

o ] .I: L - -:_u' .E
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like many other countries, Thai-
land has effectively no consumer
protection, so caveat emptor is
the order of the day. If the con-
tract is not in English or a lan-
guagethat you understand, insist
on atranslation by a competent,
independent professional.

If you see a clause which
you don’t understand, seek pro-
fessional advice. If you see a
patently unsavory clause, such as,
“During the period of thiscontract
the Buyer may not take legal ac-
tion against the Seller” (which,
amazingly, more than a few
people have signed), stop! Don't
overlook the precautions you
would takein your home country
just because you are in negotia-
tion with a seemingly friendly
vendor here.

Remember, some condo-
miniumsqudify for 100% foreign
ownership but others are re-
stricted to 49% of the unitsinthe
block. Be sure that the unit you
are buying is covered under this
allowance.
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There are ways that the
rightsto the unitsoutsidethe 49%
allowance may be offered. Make
sureyou understand how thissys-
temworksand look closely at the
total number of unitssold.

Be particularly mindful if
lessthan 50% have been sold and
management is still in the hands
of the developers. With majority
votes, a bad manager can be re-
moved by owners, but in abuild-
ing still majority-owned by the
developer, you may be stuck with
his choice of manager.

None of the above is in-
tended to warn you off making
aninvestment in property in Thai-
land. With duediligenceyou will
be able to acquire a trouble-free
and secure investment that will
bring you great rewards.

William Pinsent haslivedin Phu-
ket since 1981 and is a director
of Phuket Land Ltd. More ar-
ticles by the author can be
found at www.phuketland.com/
gaz/gazmain.htm
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Properties
For Sale

LAND CLOSE TO
MISSION HILLS

The area is outstanding
and has sea views. Please
call or email for details. Tel:
076-238886, 01-537-
5970. Fax: 076-238887.
Email: info@phuket-land.
net. Please visit our website
at: www.phuket-land.net/
land/209.htm

PAIR OF HOUSES

Ideal for home and income.
Adjacent but in own gardens
andin quiet area. 2 bedrooms,
2 bathrooms, aircon. 1 year
and 4 years old. 5 million baht
for both. View now. These
houses will sell quickly. Tel:
076-388308, 07-2710955.

NEW HOUSE 4 SALE
atNai Ham. 3 bedrooms and 3
bathrooms. 400 sgm. 3.5 million
baht. Tel: 01-752-0275. Email:
comfortablynumb_18@
hotmail.com

HOUSE IN RAWAI
2 bedrooms, good location.
Tel: 076-388073,01-9792-
901. Website: wwwv.siam-
business.com

1.25 RAI KAMALA

Panoramic views over Ka-
mala valley. Quiet location, not
overlooked. 2.75 million baht.
Tel: 01-7374295. Email:
stevebragg28@hotmail.com

PHUKET’'S LEADING
REAL ESTATE
Phuket's leading real estate
agents offering a full service.
Tel: 076-238886, 01-537-
5970. Fax: 076-238887.
Email: info@phuket-land.net
Please visit our website at:

www.phuket-land.net

GENEROUS VILLA

3 bedrooms, spacious liv-
ing plus dining, terrace with
pool. 980sgm. Chanote
land, near Nai Harn, quiet lo-
cation. Tel: 01-9792901,
076-388073. Website:
www.siam-business.com

KRABI 2.5 RAI

Filled land in a good areain Ao
Nang. The land is 50x80m and
40m from main road, water
and electricity. There is a 4m-
wide road from main road to
the land. Location: 400m from
Thai Village Resort, 400m to
beach. Land title: NorSor 3
Gor. Tel: 06-2744976. Email:
grus35@hotmail.com

4.5 RAl AO MAKHAM
4.5 rai of quiet, titled land in Ao
Makham. Sealed road, elec-
tricity, all land flat and can be
built on, nice area. 6.75 mill
baht. Tel: 09-8715192. Fax:
076-244561. Email: info@
phukethomes.com

400M OCEAN FRONT
This large parcel of land is avail-
able on the east coast of Koh
Yao Noi with magnificent
views to islands and Krabi.
The land is 30 + rai with Nor-
Sor3 Gor title and 40 + rai
with TorBor 6 title. The land
has 400 meters of beachfront
and seafront and has 24-hour
high water and road access. All
the land can be built on and is
available at a very cheap price
for this area/island: 40 million
baht. Expected to be popular,
so please inquire soon. Tel: 09-
8715192, Email: info@
phukethomes.com

KATA HILL

New house. 3 bedrms, 2 bath-
rooms, 4 aircons, great view,
800m from Kata beach. Sale
or 3x30-yr lease: 2.9 million
baht obo. Tel: 01-0918908.

12 RAI SEAVIEW

in Kata. This 12-rai plotin Kata
has private concrete roads, un-
derground powver, guttering,
lighting, 4 houses plus a maid’s
home. The houses are very well-
constructed with Western fin-
ishes. 3 houses consist of 100
sgm and 1 house is over 400
sgm. The land has views to
Kata and the sea. Sale direct
from owner at 65 million baht.
Tel: 09-8715192. Email: info@
phukethomes.com

BOAT LAGOON

—

e

New canal-side apart-
ments for sale. 3 bed-
rooms, 4 bathrooms. Fin-
ishing in marble, teak. Roof
terrace and Jacuzzi. Tel:
01-9794193. Email: info
@andamanproperty.com

3 RAI BEACHFRONT
Beautiful NorSor 3 Gor land, 3
rai, on Krabi beachfront with
road access and eletricity, for
sale. 6 million baht. Tel: 075-
632624. Email: somcpier@
hotmail.com

5.3 RAI FOR B7M

Nice land, 600 meters from
Mission Hills Golf Course.
Ideal for small project, ready
to build. Tel: 01-5371050.

HOUSE FOR SALE
Western-style house with 3
bedrooms, 4 bathrooms and
Chanote title. Email: dr_fuchs
@arcor.de

RARE FIND

at Cape Yamu with Cha-
note. 2.2 rai and just 50m to
canal. Has paved road,
powver, beautiful large trees.
2.25 million baht per rai; or
will subdivide into 1.1-rai par-
cels at 2.5 million baht per
rai. Full commission paid to
realtors. Tel: 06-2786574.

1-RAI PLOTS OF LAND
Beautiful pieces of land in the
middle of luxury develop-
ments. Within walking dis-
tance from Mission Hills Golf
Course. 8 min to airport and
Nai Yang beach. Buy direct
from owner. Ready to build on.
Last 3 plots available. Only
1.7 mill baht/rai. Call 01-343-
0777.

Noi Supin &

Andrew Greenlay
Real Estale Consullants

Land For Sale for
All Needs

Residential &
Commercial Sales

Tel: 07 6-2B8 766
Mobile: OF-2747470
Email:
nEupinEy ahoo. com

POINTE EAST
ESTATES
1to 2 rai parcels, east
side. Concrete road,
underground utilities
including HSI. Great
location 4.5 km from
Heroines' Monument,
10 minsto Dulwich,
15 minsto Lotus, 20
minsto airport. Solar
options, financing
available1.9t02
million baht per rai.
Spectacular ocean
views. Full commis-
sion paid to realtors.
Tel: 06-2786574.

LAND FOR SALE

P Ham

Bawzh
MNai Ham, Phuket,
Just 800 m. from
Mai Ham Beach.

11 rais, beautiful land.
4 million baht per rai.

Tel: 01-3702277
E-ma. aphpiukafTesnadts com

4 RAI EAST OF
THALANG
Chanote, paved road, bor-
ders on year-round fresh-
water creek, quiet location.
Electricty shortly. Full com-
mission paid to realtors.
450,000 baht/rai. Tel: 06-

2786574.
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For Sale
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CHANOTE LAND

Elevated, ready to build on. Tel:
01-9792901, 076-388073.

www.siam-business.com

BEACH CONDOS
Patong. Apartments for sale
orrent, 92 or120sgm. Fan-
tastic view, 300 meters
from beach. Price: 2.2 mil-
lion baht. Tel: 06-9510053.
Email: su_kingsuwan@
hotmail.com

FOR SALE
2-bed bungalow, Cape Pan-
wa . 75-sq wah corner plot.
2.4 mill baht. Tel: 07-265-
2347. Email: holmesgeoffrey
@yahoo.co.uk

MISSION HILLS
Fully-serviced, 1-rai lots of
frontline golf land, with ocean
view. Tel: 09-9725226. Email:
bgbphuket@yahoo.com

LUXURY BEACH
condos. Studio apartments of
28sgm for 760,000 baht.
Also have large apartment of
1 bedroom, living room, bath-
room and kitchen for 1.3 mil-
lion baht. Sea views. Tel: 0O6-
9484490. Email: chotip 5@
hotmail.com

21 RAI

Koh Maphrao. Chanote-titled
2 1-rai beachfront parcel for 15
million baht. Tel: 09-8715192.
Email: info@phukethomes.com

LAND FOR SALE

Directly on Banyan Tree Golf
Course (Laguna property).
1,050sqm (262.4 sq wah).
7.872 million baht. Contact for
more info. Tel: 076-239864.
Fax: 076-239865. Email:
hktmkt@ksc.th.com

POWER
PACIFIC

VILLAS

Exceplional commancis

LUy WHD

MORE DETAILS CALL

0F TAT 4213
01 843 6052
TG 325 426

Tara

Office

WA, POWERDACITIC. Com

LAND AT ANUPHAS
Land for sale at Anuphas Golf
Ville. For full details, please
call 09-8718333, 01-691-
3351 0r076-238916.

LAND FOR SALE

20-rai in Rawai. If you build a
2-story house, you will have
50% sea view. With a roof
deck, 100% sea view. Tel:
076-288422.

LAND: LAND + HOUSE
avail separately. Sea views at
Nai Yang beach. 3 rai: 2 mil-
lion baht/rai. House on
NorSor3 Gor land: 2.5 million
baht. Please call for info. Tel:
01-8918689.

Find more Classified ads
at www.phuketgazette.net/
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PHUKET

Taina Rd, Kata

K.L. Mart
Patak Rd, Chalong

VALLEY VIEW

in Chalong. New 120-sgm
home, on 436-sgm land with
Chanote. 3 bedrooms, 2 bath-
rooms, lounge room, dining/
family room, Euro kitchen. 2.8
mill baht. Tel: 06-2817605.
Email: valleyview2004@
yahoo.com

PATONG TOWNHOUSE
2-bedroom townhouse for
sale. European standards,
lovely ocean views. 4.9 mil-
lion baht. Tel: 01-5697616,
076-341871.

HOUSE FOR SALE
20km from Khao Lak. 1 rai,
price: 1.4 million baht. 700m
from the beach. Call 09-872-
3640.

HOUSE IN KATA

for sale. 158-sgm living space,
b5 rooms, 2 marble bath-
rooms, one with Jacuzzi, two
fully-furnished kitchens, 3 air-
conditioning units, solar water
heating system, car port and
garden house. Price: 3.8 mil-
lion baht. Tel: 076-333155.
Email: hatzfeld@loxinfo.co.th

HOUSE WITH POOL
Large house for sale in
Cherng Talay, close to Laguna
Phuket and the beach. Fully
furnished and with first-class
finishings. 14 million baht.
Email: tgspg@hotmail.com

FORCED SALE
Fumished, 1-bed, with pooland
view over golf course. Foreign
name on title. 800,000 baht.
Tel: 09-5944067.

SERVICED LAND
available. Fully-serviced,
frontline golf land with ocean
view available in 1-rai lots.
Call 09-9725226 or email:
bgbphuket@yahoo.com for
details.

26 RAI ON THE BEACH
Koh Yao Noi elevated beach
land with NorSor 3 titie and Thai-
style house. Has electricity, lots
of water, and beautiful view. A
perfectlocation for aresort. Call
076-323284 or fax 072-275-
8460. Price: 21 million baht.

Kata Pharmacy & Mini Mart

PATONG BEAUTIFUL
mountain and seaview land. 2
rai, 3 ngan. NorSor 3 Gor title.
19 million baht. Tel: 09-291-
1112,01-8957159.

Properties
For Rent

SHOWROOM AND
OFFICE SPACE

Showroom and office space
available for lease at The
Courtyard, located immedi-
ately adjacent to Island Fur-
niture on Chao Fa West Rd.
Tel: 076-263992. Fax:
076-263993. Email: info
@thecourtyard-phuket.
com. For more information
visit our website at: www.
thecourtyard-phuket.com

GUESTHOUSE 4 RENT
Guesthouse for lease on Soi
Paradise. Includes restaurant
and bar. 2-year contract, with
possible 2-year extension. 5
rooms with fans, 1 with
aircon, all with hot water and
toilet. 900,000 baht for 2
years or 1.3 mill for 4 years.
Tel: 09-2898628. Email:
virtual cafe 2000@hotmail.
com. Please visit our website
at: http://groups.msn.com/
photodethailande/gesthhouse.
msnw

SHOPHOUSES

available. Suitable for show-
room or office, opposite Boat La-
goon on Route 402 (Thep-
krasattri Rd). Approx dimen-
sions 12mx 12mx 3.5 floors.
Tel: 01-7872201. Email:
phuket8@hotmail.com

PATONG TOWNHOUSE
Fully-furnished 2-bedroom
townhouse in central Patong.
25,000 baht per month (min
6 months). Tel: 076-341871,
01-5697616.

NEW HOUSE 4 RENT
Brand new and luxurious, near
Nai Harn Beach. 3 beds, 3
bath. Large pool and garden.
Long-term rental. 40,000 baht/
month. Email: drosamond@
lg.com

Agents for Classified Advertising

Tel: 076-330898

Tel: 076-280400/3

Rawai
Beach
Front

1 ral, 3 bedme, 3
Bathrrns, fumished,
SINGaN, SWimming
pool. min 1 year,
Tel: 09-5420030

BEACH RESIDENCE

Patong. 1 or 2 bedrms, fully
furnished, kitchen, swimming
pool, 350 meters from beach.
12,000 baht/month. 500
baht/day. Tel: 09-4740227.
Email: chotip_5@hotmail.com

HOUSE 4 RENT

in Kathu. 2 bedrooms, 2 bath-
rooms, kitchen, living room, 2
air-conditioning units, fur-
nished. 10,000 baht/month.
For long-term only. Tel: 09-
2909567.

SINGLE HOUSE
in Rawai. 2 bedrooms, 1 bath-
room. Please call or email for
details. Tel: 06-6831131, 01-
6769336. Email: pongsak
2495@yahoo.com

APARTMENTS
forlong-term rent. 1 bedroom
with king-size bed, aircon, TV
room, cable TV, good sea
view. Tel: 09-2909567.

PATONG CONDOS

1 or 2 bedrms, fully furnished,
kitchen, pool. 9,000 baht/
month. 400 baht/day. 300m
frombeach. Tel: 01-3645419.
Email: thesonbusiness@
hotmail.com

Big house for rent

Mewly finished fully furmished
g hiouss wilh 3 gincon bed-
meams, £ showers, Fuge Iing
TOONT WiNErE CAN DS Lsed ag

afica incaled in peacalul area
near Chafong bay. Long term
s=asa 30,000 bahimanih

Contact 01-8524311

PATONG - LUXURY
house. New development in
Patong hills with pool. Quiet lo-
cation but close enough to
Patong Town. 2 bedrooms, 3
bathrooms, 4 aircons, 4 balco-
nies with seaviews. 40,000
baht long-term, short-term
rates available. Tel: 07-268-
1170. Email: mriley42602002
@yahoo.co.uk

RAWAI APARTMENT

2 bedrooms, fully furnished
with pool, aircon and TV. Quiet
and safe. Tel: 01-6067410.

ROADSIDE LAND

for rent. Tkm from Chalong
circle (to Rawai) 1.25 rai. Call
076-391267, 09-8736280.

NEW HOUSES 4 RENT
Brand new, luxurious houses,
overlooking Chalong Bay, in
secure residential area. Fully
furnished, aircon. 2 bedrooms:
25,000 baht/month. 3 bed-
rooms: 35,000 baht/month.
Please call 09-6822954.

HOUSE IN L&H PARK
2 stories, 3 bedrooms, fully fur-
nished, garden, in a very safe
area in Chalong. For long-term
rental only. Price; 25,000 baht
amonth. Tel: 01-3430777.

HOUSE NEAR PATONG
A fully-fumished, 2-bedrm, 2-
bathrm house with a big living
room and 2 aircon available for
rent. 10,000 baht/month. Tel:
09-7319960, 09-6459527.

LAND FOR RENT

300sgm of land, about 3
meters from hotel door and
suitable for any business.
Please call Tel: 09-0751927.

NEW HOUSES 4 RENT
Three 2-bedroom houses
available for rentin Baan Suan
Phuket. Natural surroundings
and nice area in Soi See Koh,
Kathu, 800m from the main
road. Fully furnished, aircon,
kitchenette. 20,000 baht/
month+ 2 months’ security
deposit. Tel: 01-6357377.

NAI HARN HOUSE

for rent. Less than Tkm from
Nai Harn Beach. 2-bedrm
house with aircon, screened
windows and doors, phone
line. 11,000 baht/month.
Washing machine, UBC,
TV, computer also available
at 10,000 baht for a year.
Call 09-7246549 or email:
phuket333info@yahoo.com

KATHU APT 4 RENT

2 rooms, kitchen area, bath,
balcony, huge swimming pool,
completely furnished, aircon,
tel, fax. Long-termrent: 9,000
baht/mth. Call 01-7979729.

NEW HOUSE 4 RENT
in Soi Palai, near beach. Fully
fumished, with 3 bedrooms and
2 bathrooms. 20,000 baht per
month. Long-term. Tel: O1-
9398774.

Classified Advertisements

Please use this form to write your classified advertisement.
Then hand it to any of our agents.

B A O O A O O O 2 7

NAVA Language School
Phang Nga Rd, Phuket Town

Sin & Lee
Thalang Rd, Phuket Town

Tel: 076-232398/9

Tel: 076-211230

Taurus Travel ] )
Aroonsom Plaza Rat-U-Thit 200 Pi Rd, Patong

Ala Carte
Kamala main road, Cherng Talay

Tel: 076 344521-2
Classified ads are charged per line. Each line is 60 baht,

with a minimum of 4 lines (heading included) per ad.
All advertising must be paid for in advance.

Deadline for Property Mart page: Friday 3 pm.
Deadline for all other pages: Saturday 12 noon.

Tel: 076-278019

PHANG NGA

Maew Internet Shop, Khao Lak Tel: 076-420627
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ROOM FOR RENT

in large house between
Chalong circle and Phuket
Town. Includes private bath-
room with hot/cold water.
4,500 baht/month, incl water
and elec. Must like dogs. Tel:
09-8683801. Email: kingrw80
@hotmail.com

NEW HOUSE 4 RENT
New furnished house, near
Chalong Bay. 30,000 baht per
month. Tel: 01-8924311.

Properties
Wanted

THALANG RURAL

land wanted. Seeking 0.5-1 rai
of NorSorGor or Chanote land
in Thalang District. Must be in
a very rural location but still
accessible via public road or
track. Electricity not required
but do need water supply
(spring). Email: simon@link
77.com

RENTAL SOUGHT

for late January. | am looking
to move to Phuket at the end
of January. | am initially look-
ing for clean, inexpensive liv-
ing in the Patong area, pref-
erably with swimming pool
(or access to one) and
aircon. Will start with a
rental of 1-3 months, and
thereafter a yearly contract.
Email: yakuza@gol.com

LAND NEEDED

in Phuket. We need land in
Rawvai, Nai Harn, Chalong and
Cape Panwa. Also any beach-
front land or seaview land 15
minutes from Dulwich or Phu-
ket Town. Please email photos,
description and price. Agents
also welcome. Tel: 09-871-
5192. Fax: 076-244 561.
Email: info@phukethomes.
com

BEACHFRONT HOUSE
Seeking a house on the beach
in Phuket for long-term rental
of 6-36 months. Will con-
sider a house with breathtak-
ing mountain views and/or
private swimming pool. The
property must be in quiet
surroundings with neighbors
at least 30m away. Will pay
up to 50,000 baht/month.
Please email pics and details.
Tel: 09-4700319. Email:
peter.persson@prefimek.se

LOOKING TO LEASE
Looking to lease O rai of land
on the bypass road for com-
mercial shop. Owners kindly
contact me — no agents. Tel:
01-56353120. Fax: 076-344-
847. Email: kamontip@
hotmail.com

OFFICE WANTED

We are looking for an office
location in Patong that is large
enough for a travel agency
office with few tables. If you
have any ideas for us, please
send details by email at:
wantedinpatong@hotmail.
com

Accommodation
Available
PATONG LUXURY APT
Central Patong 1- and 2-bed-
room apts. Please email for

more information and photos.
Email: suites247@yahoo.com

PHLIKE )

PHUKET BEVERLY HILL

We offer Exclusive
Residences at Beverly
Hills in Patong. Beautiful

Town House with Superb
Ocean Views.

For more details call
076-341871,
01-9241447,01-5697616,
09-7762591
E-mail: sales@
phuketislandrealestate.com
Website: www.
phuketislandrealestate.com

. J

BUNGALOW 4 RENT

Aircon, hot shower 300 baht/
day or 6,000 baht/month. Tel:
01-5971520, 076-202644.

ON THE BEACH

Kim’s Club in Patong offers
luxury rooms, motorbikes,
tours and a bar open il late be-
side Baan Boa Resort. See you
there! Tel: 01-0881456.
Fax: 076-292241. Email:
office@knyss.com

PENTHOUSE + CAR
rental offer. Penthouse to let
on Patong Beach. Minimum 2
weeks' let. Deal includes Kia
4WD car. Please contact me
for more details. Tel: 09-972-
3861. Fax: 076-342713.
Email: ba@kiwibrian.com.
Please visit my website at
www.kiwibrian.com

Accommodation
Wanted

OFFICE NEEDED
| am relocating to Phuket at
the end of January and am
looking for a small office (1
person) to rent with a good
quality broadband connection.

Email: hongkongpneumatics
@hotmail.com

HOUSE IN THE NORTH
wanted. Looking to rent long-
term a house in the north of
Phuket island — Surin/Cherng
Talay area. Must have tele-
phone, garden and aircon and
be secure for a 30-year-old
(not near a main road, forin-
stance). Willing to pay up to
15,000 baht per month (no
deposit, you never get ‘em
back). Will sign long-term
contract for the right place.
Tel: 01-56351754.

KATA CENTER

Single male requires bunga-
low accommodation in Kata/
Karon area from last week
of January for about 6
weeks. Location important
as | have no wish to hire a car
or motorbike. Must be about
20 minutes’ walk from
Peach Hill in Kata. Email:
pmarkcrotty@btinternet.
com

HOUSE IN KATHU
wanted. Looking for 1- or 2-
bedroom house for long-term
stay (minimum 1-yr contract)
in Kathu. Should have basic fur-
niture, garden, telephone line
and cable TV or UBC satellite.
Tel: 01-7378523. Fax: 076-
385956. Email: roithmayr@
loxinfo.co.th

YOGA INSTR SEEKS
housing. Reasonably priced
live/work space for 6-month
term preferred. Nothing
fancy, but clean and quiet are
priorities — otherwise I'm flex-
ible. Unfurished ok, need only
cooking facilities. Tel: 09-552-
2641. Email: rajayoga411@
yahoo.com

APARTMENT

wanted from first week of
March for 3-6 months. Must
be in good condition with the
usual facilities. Prefer Patong
but will consider anything
that’s close to Patong. Please
send an email with details of
price and pictures. Email:
james@bentleycc.fslife.
co.uk

NEED ROOM, HOUSE
Expat seeking room or house.
Furnished, phone line, fan/
aircon, 7,000 bahtor less. Let
me know what you have.
Email: rogerthai@hotmail.
com

NAI HARN

Expat is seekingatorenta
bungalow in the Nai Harn area
for an initial period of two
months. Please email details
to: beachcomberwa@yahoo.
com.au

VILLA/APARTMENT
wanted. 2 bedrooms, with
view, and located close to
Patong. Tel: +479 0012055.
Fax: +4794091217. Email:
reidar@sundoya.no

WANT TO RENT

a room with aircon for 500
baht per night. Email with full
details as soon as possible.
Email: r_solli@yahoo.no

WANTED IN FEB '04

A 3-person family is looking
for a quiet, 2-bed house with
pool from February 10-21,
2004.. Budget around 50,000
baht. Not Patong area. Email:
rolfkranepuhl@aol.com

ACCOMMODATION
wanted in Kata for 3 months
from Jan 10. Preferably a
good, cheap guesthouse.
Please email: perfrostholm@
hotmail.com

2-BEDROOM HOUSE
wanted. Would like a 2-bed-
room house in Land &
Houses Park for 15,000
baht/month. Tel: 07-889-
3675. Email: jefftd77@
hotmail.com

HOUSE FOR RENT

Looking for accommaodation
from March 29, 2004. Email:
polymath2002@hotmail.com

APARTMENT/ROOM
wanted for long-term rental
from January. Should be in
Patong, Kamala, Kathu or
Karon. Fully furnished and
with fan ok. Max price 5,000
baht/mth. Tel: 05-1601670.
Email: paulivarlarsson@
hotmail.com

Property

Services

HARDWOOD
FLOORS

Change your old floor to
new-look hardwood floor
in 1 day. It's pre-vamished,
real hardwood, no dust,
easy to install. Teak,
maple, maka, etc. Prices
from 900 baht/sgm. Tel:
01-4241354. Email: vira
@tropical-decor.com

RENOVATE
plus repairs. For home, of-
fice, garden. Call 06-276-
1504. www.sea-business.
com/renokit

Property
Services

Wanted

e N

FOREMAN
WANTED

We are in need of a good
home construction fore-
man. We have contracts
for four houses and want
to proceed immediately.
Must be able to communi-
cate in English, build in
concrete and building
blocks and be willing to
learn. Tel: 076-254752.

\. J

Household
Services

INSURANCE
SERVICE
For travel, accident, car,
home, business, health & life.
Tel: 076-344521. Email:
agentsmithr@hotmail.com

Building
Services

THAI KITCHEN

Original build plus equip-
ment. Call 06-2761504.
www.sea-business.com/
renokit

-

phuket
home
services

Repairs and
mai ntenance.
Air conditioning,
woodwork. Pressure
cleaning. Painting,
plumbing. Electrical,
ponds, stonework.
Metalwork, glazing.
Window cleaning,
renovation,
interior design.

Tel: 076-324400
Mobile: 07-2820200

,
\

EQUIPMENT HIRE

Generators, jack hammers,
concrete cutting saws,
welders, pressure cleaners,
scaffolding, containers, etc.
Tel: 01-1251873, 01-892-
4804.

Card #

Sumame {5 appears on curd)
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Amphur Muoang, Phuket 830, Thailand.
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PFHUKET ARCADIA
HEAZH AR
Cipemaied twy Fifiom Infmmalicnel
Phiket Arcades Bedsh Regorl B axpanding B lesus Bolles and senices

W ane lookng for [alented. expanenced and enfhusiastic
nalruchars in Ta Shi, Yoga, Medialion and Asrobics, on 8
freelance. commission basis

Vi o alsd have opernmgs. o 2 axpananced hairatyiais
Thesa positions are for ful-tims smploymeant

Piease sand your resume to: Persormel Manager
Emal faciuirmersiliphustacadia com
Priuket Arcadia Beach Resor, Feron Besch, Phuiet 83900
Tiad: IP6-3000308-44. Fax: (78-3065136

looking for qualified and dynamic people to
join our team:

]“' ; *’The Islandia Resorts Group & Spa is currently

TESONTS GO B i

1. Executive Assistant Manager or Rooms Division Manager
2. Executive Housekeeper

3. Asst. Executive Housekeeper

4. Chief Engineer

5. Purchasing Manager

Experience: at least 5 yrs for position 1, and 3 yrs for positions 2-5.

Please send your CV with recent photo to the General Manager at 502/3
Patak Rd, Karon Beach, Muang, Phuket 83100 Fax: 076-396207
Email: gm@islandiagroup.com

Sales stafl required

(Vamnous WNattonahties)

Full training provided. No experience
necessary. Visas plus work permits
prm-'jded. O.TE. 3K-6K USS per momnth.

For lecal interview call Michael Wood
at 076294541, OV6-204335-7

Frmail: voethailamd@adsl loximbo, com

— I:Ilil: .IUI.'JE'.' Il I:-'.Hll:ll':l '|Erl:l|:| i'| CLELIETE  —

E Inmoariive Degiial holehnm

|alarsd Technckagy, the laaded 5 Smart Homes, Braadband [hibernel

arsd [T Salulicns hroughoul Thailand end 3ol Ssia, has the
following axciting opportuniias in Phuket, Thailand

Apoountant
Salos

Prizjmc] Managaimand

Tiisz By - 1

1 pos e

& posifions
¥ o ians
1 pemallingiE

Cualicatlions Reguirad

1, Degres af I+ yas's aapetiance in relbed el
T Miust b= il i ba Svn & work in Phukel
1 Englieh akils-written & apoken

fome Join cur leading inam of orolesssanals m Phakst ||

s wbh S

nmanks §o

jetDinlandbschnology.com

STAFF REQUIRED

The following staff required
urgently: General Manager:
hands-on manager with 5
years’ experience, knowledge
of computers/networking and
customer service, fluent En-
glish, Thai an advantage.
Admin Officer (Thai national):
experience in purchasing/
stock control, English commu-
nication. Please call or email
your CV to apply. Tel: 076-
290225. Email: chatchada@
phuketinternet.com

ADMINISTRATIVE
SECRETARY

needed for new marina de-
velopment. Female Thai na-
tional with good English and
computer skills, and willing to
take responsibilty for overall
administration. Excellent sal-
ary for the right applicant.
Please email CV to: paulj@
royalphuketmarina.com

SECRETARY WANTED
for a tour company. Must
have experience of Internet,
and speak English. Should be
tall with an outgoing personal-
ity. Tel: 09-5944017.

URGENTLY REQUIRED
We are now seeking a Hotel
Manager to manage our bou-
tique ocean view resort and
spa with 84 rooms and 13 vil-
las at Hua Hin. Our soft open-
ing is scheduled for later this
year. Qualifications: strong
F&B background, min 10
years' experience in resort en-
vironment, excellent leader-
ship skills, good command of
written and spoken English.
Good salary package and ben-
efit will be provided for the suc-
cessful candidate. Email your
resuml and expected salary
to K. Verawat at: verawat@
majorcineplex.com

PROPERTY

secretary needed to coordinate
between owners, government
departments and various pro-
fessionals. Required: skills in En-
gdlish, Exceland Word, and own
transport. Salary 9,000 baht.
Tel: 01-8913039. Email:
siamuk@loxinfo.co.th

STAFF NEEDED

for resort on Koh Yao Yai. Re-
quired: male for guest relations
officer and one waitress. Tel:
09-4743463.

e I"n_—ﬁE.JG' —

Ehao Lak's mew lery nesar
mamaged by Saniu -
TEEins andukianT am
L ol St @y Tama il
ane lneking for &l
patition in the fcliowing
depertments
Front Office
Food and Beverage
Kifchen
Lales
Engineenng
Housekeeping
Parsonned
Spa
Aecounts
Purchasing

Eepestenced perionnel & wel as
people excited bo start & new
career will be considered.

ONLINE SALES

Dot com business in smart of-
fice in Phuket Town requires
online sales staff. Required:
speak English, own transport,
experience, flexibility. Typing
45 words/minute, computer
skills on Word, Excel, data-
base. Tel: 01-8913039. Email:
siamuk @loxinfo.co.th

OPERATIONS
supervisor. Position for Thai
male/female with good spo-
ken and wvritten English skills,
leadership, team interaction,
delegation, and basic com-
puter knowledge is essential.
Excellent package including
service, fuel and phone allow-
ance. Tel: 076-270750. Email:
info@pipsphuket.com

In addition to 60 retailers in Phuket,
The Gazette Guide 2004 goes on sale 23 January at:

Krabi/Fhi Phi
Ao Mang superman

Ao Nang Tourist Center.....o oo s 172 Moo 2, Ao NMang. Tel: 075-6375351

Kong-Peng Bookstore
Ocean Mart

Phang-nga/Khao Lak
Bangniang Beach Resort
Coconut Minimart
Mang-Thong Minimart

suratthani/kKoh Samui
Atlas Minimart
Bookazine Samui.

164/5-6 Moo 2, Ao-MNang. Tel: 075-637341

Muang (downtown). Tel: 075-611307
................... - 1211 Moo 2, Ao Nang. Tel: 075-637527
BeEng Hos BoOKBIOOE: s vrisrrssisssressisssrmssstsrmssistorns . 6 Maharat Soi 7, T. Pangnam, Muang. Tel: 075-62295]
0 o0 P e L E TSR e B PN i 78-80 Maharaj Rd, Muang {downtown). Tel: 075-612693

Moo 3, Kuk-Kak, Khao Lak. Tel: 076-420175
kKhao Lak Laguna, Kuk-Kak. Tel: 076-420221

13/9 Moo 7, kuk-Kak. Tel: 076-4 20002

162/49 Moo 2, Chaweng Beach, Koh Samui. Tel: 077-413234

Bangkok

Bookazing SUuKWmMWIL.. oo ciieneeciinnes s

Chaweng Beach (opp McDonalds), koh Samui. Tel: 077-413616

Employment
Wanted

DRIVER AVAILABLE
Looking for a position of driver.
Please contact me. Tel: 09-
5930153.

MAINTENANCE

man available. Looking for a
maintenance job in Chalong or
Rawai. | am a Thai man, 29
years old. Tel: 01-8953185.

QUALIFIED ENGLISH

teachers. Canadian couple are
seeking part-time or full-time
teaching/tutoring positions for
February/March, anywhere in
Southem Thailand. Rhonda has
25 years’ elementary school ex-
perience (English as second
language specialist). Michael
teaches adults (TESOL certi-
fied), including Business En-
glish/Computers. Email:
michaelfawson@rogers.com

FUN THAI LESSONS

A fun and experienced Thai
national woman with excellent
spoken and wvritten English is
ready to teach you fun Thai
lessons. Time is negotiable.
Tel: 06-8544295. Email:
seafoon2002@yahoo.com

MC FOR HIRE

A fun and experienced Thai
national woman, with excel-
lent spoken and written En-
glish, a sense of humor and
consciencious, is ready to
work as an MC for any occa-
sion. Tel: 06-8544295. Email:
seafoon2002@yahoo.com

PART-TIME JOB

I am looking for a part-time
job. I am a Thai female, wvrit-
ten and spoken English and
have computer skills. Tel: 09-
4695164. Email: oh_aoh@
yahoo.com

140 baht

Nai Lerd Building, 87 Sukumvit Soi 5, Klong Toey, Wattana, Bangkok.

For a list of guide retailers in Phuket, see back page of this issue of the Phuket Gazette.
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Tout, Trader & Trumpet

Articles for
Sale

GENERATOR

from Germany, secondhand,
125KVA, 225K VA, top condi-
tion (90%). Contact for further
information at Rothermann
1998 (Thailand). Tel: 02-618-
5925 or 01-6176313. Email:
roterman@cscoms.com,
wattana@rothermannthai.
com

KENNEL
Big, strong kennel for sale.
Brand new and unused. Price:
6,500 baht. Plase call for
more information. Tel: 09-
8730758.

LCD PROJECTOR

and Nokia phone for sale. If
you want to see the BIG pic-
ture, call me. Price: 55,000
baht or best offer. | am also
selling a Nokia 8910i to the
best offer. Tel: 06-9433556.
Email: s_solla@hotmail.com

LADIES GOLF CLUBS

Almost new set of graphite
shaft Shantra clubs. 2 woods,
8 irons and putter. No bag,
10,000 baht or best offer.
Call for more detials. Tel: O1-
8941530. Fax: 076-238803.
Email: awatea@loxinfo.co.th

ANTIQUE FURNITURE

Antique wooden small bed with
posts for mosquito netting.
Very heavy style, no mattress,
price: 40,000 baht. 2 chaise,
newly covered in gold/yellow
teakwood frame. Price:
18,000 baht each or 30,000
baht for both. Antique wood
desk, very large. Price: 42,000
baht. Also some other items of
furniture. Please contact. Tel:
076-383794 or 01-0816862.
Email: belindarevett@hotmail.
com

AUDIO SPEAKERS
Norh 5.1 solid wood loud-
speakers. Perfect for home
theatre or stereo use. Tel: 076-
323242,01-8934661. Email:
valiant@Ioxinfo.co.th

DVD PLAYER

including 100 DVDs for sale.
Just 4 months old, plays VCD
and has karaoke facility. Fully-
boxed and with 3-year-war-
ranty. Price: 13,000 baht. Tel:
06-2813354.

THAI KITCHEN

Original built plus equipment.
Call for more information. Tel:
06-2761504.

DIVE GEAR

for sale. BCD US Divers Aqua-
lung reg. 3,000 baht. BCD
Cressi Sub Titan first stage
Aqualung; 2nd and Oc Com-
pass SPG Aqualung; Mares
fins; Av4 booties; Cressi
mask; short and long John
5mm knee pads, wrist and
ankle zips. All not even 3
months old; for 35,000 baht.
Tel: 01-0853429. Email:
mppjo@hotmail.com

Articles
Wanted

COIN OPERATED

pool table. Secondhand coin
operated pool table wanted.
Please call or send email
with offers. Tel: 01-958-
1055. Email: pauliames@
expathotel.com

SPORTS GEAR

wanted. | am looking for the
following items: man’s moun-
tain bike, for tall person,
longboard (8'-8.4") windsurfer
not older than 3-4 years, free
weights, strong ocean kayak.
All gear should be in good
shape. Please contact me by
phone or email. Tel: 076-282-
199. Email: unomarcopolo@
hotmail.com

OLD PIANO

wanted. Nothing expensive
considered as itis to be our (5-
year-old) daughter’s firstintro-
duction to music. An old and
perhaps unwanted piano is
what we are looking for.
Please contact Stewart or Ha.
Tel: 076-279379. Email:
stewha@lIoxinfo.co.th

PLAYSTATION 2
wanted. Does anyone wish to
sell one? Please contact us by
telephone or email. Tel: O7-
2773917. Email: stewcliff@
myway.com

AIR CONDITIONERS
and wardrobes wanted.
Good used air conditioner(s),
wardrobes, vanity table with
mirror, water heater for
shower, and other furniture
(but not sofa, etc). Please
contact via email. Email: phim
@thai.com

Boats &

Marine

SPEEDBOAT

for sale. 36 feetlong, 2x200hp
Yamaha boat with cabin,
kitchen, WC. Price: 650,000
baht. Please contact for more
details. Tel: 06-2713407.

RIGID DINGHY

wanted. Looking to buy a small
6-10-feet fiberglass dinghy (2-
3 meters), in any condition.
Please phone or email with
offers. Tel: 09-9726017.
Email: asiasail@yahoo.com

ANCHOR WINCH
Manual anchor winch suitable
for 3/8" long-link chain and
rope gypsie. Heavy duty unit,
very strong. Price: 30,000
baht. Tel: 09-5997463. Email:
info@fitoutmanage.com

SPEEDBOAT 4 SALE
Fiberglass speedboat. Length:
5 meters, for 6 people. 70 hp
Yamaha. Price: 230,000 baht.
Please call for more details.
Tel: 06-2713407.

Omega 56
Mercedes engine
Cruiser/Racer
US% 150,000
contact
nifoEt haimanme. com

076-239 111

Hatteras copy
a0 ft Motor Yacht
Ford Diesels
US5 165,000 only!
contact
infos@thaimaring. con

076-239 111

S

Fon n rree
OF CHARGE
Insuranee ovore
FOR YOUR ROAT
COMMERCTAL

OR PLEASURE

BOAT FOR SALE

29-foot fiberglass motor yacht
with Thai registration. 2 x
280hp Mercruiser engines.
Price: 3.5 million baht ono.
Call or email for more details.
Tel: 076-239864. Email:
hktmkt@ksc.th.com

16-METER LUXURY
sail yacht. Dutch-built, steel,
custom yacht, cutter ketch.
16.2m LOA. Owner from
new now resident in Spain,
and S/Y Pegasi in Malaysia.
Looking to sell her at a huge
loss. | am unlikely to ever have
time for her. She was on the
market at US$280,000. | will
let her go for US$120,000.
She has spent the last 2 years
on the hard near Langkawi in
Malaysia. She needs a new
owner. For further informa-
tion, please see my website at
http://194.106.24.44 /yacht/
pegasi.nsf. Email: mike.scott
@es-eclipse.com

BULLETINS

Language: English
Length: B00=1,200 wands

Prizes:

Judging Fanel:

University

Ehauld be san oo

Porrai of a Young Thai
Office of The Edior
The Matisn

Banglkok 10260 or

harch, 2004,

Win a trip to Dublin!

Junior IMPAC Dublin Literary Awards

for Thailand

Topic: "Portrait of o Young Thai”

Wribe aither a faciual o lictonal sccount thal draws an your expenence of [He as a young
Thai; or, for Tonsgn writers, your perceplions of e of a young Thai,

Age; Between 14-18, up to April 1, 2004
Closing Data for subméssions: Fabruary 27, 2004

The wenning essay N each of ke iwo cateqores | Thal and nicn-Thal) will eam the author and
ane paranl & Irp o Dublin shere Bay will attend 1he ssnior Innematonal IMPAC Dublin

Liberary Swards cenemony, which confers the nchest lilerery prize in lhe workd, and take pat
in a reading with the winning awthor,

Thare will also be five ment awards weorth B10UM0 aach, All prizes will include a cedificata

1. Har Excallency Sinkom Manesarin, Deputy Education Minsstar of Thalland
2. His Excellancy Danlal Mulhall, the Irneh Ambessator io Thadand
3. Assistant Prolessor Chusak Pallarakulvanich, English eclurer and erilic, Thammasal

4, Ms Ngarmphan “Jane® Vegajiva, wnier and translator of the Hamy Pofier sares
5. Mr Pana Janviro|, aditor, The Mation
The conbast is opan andy to children [Thai or non-Thal) ettending schoals i Thalland. Enfnas

d4 Moo 10, Bangna-Trad Highway 4.5 km

amail: porraitifnatongroup.com

Please include your full name, addrass, elephane nembar, email address (it any ), and the
name of your school and the addrass. The resulis wil b anncunced In The Nation, Mation
Junior, Kanglhep Turaki], KomChad Luek, and Phukel Gazels newspapesns &l the end ol

Computers

LAPTOP, PC PARTS
Compaq Presario 2500, P4
(2.66 GHz), 40GB, 512 DDR,
15" XGA, Firewire, 3USB 2.0,
wireless LAN. 44,000 baht
obo. P4 (1.6 GHz), 4,000 baht.
Motherboard, 2,500 baht.
3x256MB SDRAM, 6,000
baht. Tel: 01-8921097. Email:
colan@ksc.th.com

INTERNET
ANYWHERE

Mobile USB modem now
available. Works anywhere
with no telephone line
needed. Also computer re-
pairs and sales. Call now.
Tel: 09-4735080.

IBM LAPTOP PARTS
5-year-old IBM Thinkpad
laptop, no longer working.
Good for parts. As-new bat-
tery worth 6,000 baht. The lot
for 3,000 baht, in Phuket
Town. Interested? Contact
Jack at Tel: 06-8472731 or
by email at: jackflinders@
hotmail.com

25% Discount on Classifiedsfor Shopper Card Holders

|F YOU...

Placeyour ad in these pages;
Present your Shopper Card:; and
Pay for the ad at our offices,

you’ll enjoy a25% discount* AND haveyour ad appear freeof
chargeintheGazette'sldand Trader Online.

With more than 10,000 visitors a day, the ISland Trader Onlineis
Thailand’'s most active classified marketplace.

* Adsmay be submitted in person or online (phuketgazette.net/classifieds), but
must be paid for at the Gazette offices. The discount is not available when
payment is made at our agents.

The Phuket Gazette Co Ltd
367/2 Yaowar at Road, Phuket Town
Tel: 076-236555 Fax: 076-213971
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Business Opportunities

BAR ON KOH LANTA
On the main road, 100m from
the beach, with views of sun-
setand sea. Land 0.5 rai with
a 9-year contract. Price: 2
million baht plus 5 years rent
free. Including all equipment.
Ready to open and complete
with free space to build bunga-
lows. Contact for more details.
Tel: 06-0560642. Email:
jobrittan@hotmail.com

BAR FOR SALE

The Viking Bar, middle of Soi
Seadragon, in the center of
Patong, is for sale. UBC,

HiFi, VCD, all staff and ev-
erything included. 1.4 mil-
lion baht. Please call for
more info or visit me at the
bar. Tel: 09-5881401.

CANDLE BUSINESS
for sale. Very profitble, high-
quality, hand-carved candles.
Work and retail shop in
Patong, all for only 2.4 million
baht. Please call Mr Ocean for
details. Tel: 01-7475874.

NICE RESTAURANT
for sale. Fully equipped and
furnished European-style busi-
ness. Call between 8 am and
midday for details. Tel: 076-
386046.

COMPANY

near beach for sale. Profitable
company, located 150
meters from Phuket's long-
est beach. Buildings and land
have freehold title (Chanote),
with easy foreign transfer.
Includes a 20-room hotel, 25-
seat restaurant, several
rented offices, 3 work permits
and space to build owner’s
quarters or to expand. Priced
for a quick sale. Please email
for more information. Email:
hotelinparadise@yahoo.com

RESORT FOR LEASE
Resort with 8 bungalow
apartments, swimming pool,
bar and restaurant for lease.
No key money, annual lease in
advance. Please email for
details. Email: resortforlease
@hotmail.com

RENOVATION

company for sale. Large range
of new tools including new
4\WD Toyota. 13 employees
and contracts for at least the
next 2 years at least. Please
contact for more details. Tel:
01-8921250.

BAR, RESTAURANT
and accommodation for sale.
Year-round trade with live-in
or rent-out accommodation.
Has pool table, aircon, 28
covers, b-year possibly 6-year
lease. No payments until Nov
2004. Offers of 2 million baht
ono. Call 24/7 to discuss. Tel:
09-9097949.

BAR/RESTAURANT
for sale. Located by Kata
Beach. Price: US$40,000.
Please contact for more infor-
mation. Email: clivenesher@
hotmail.com

MASSAGE SHOP

in Kata for sale. 225,000 baht.
Tel: 06-6863210 (English) or
06-5936779 (Thai). Email:
andrewcampbellthailand @
hotmail.com

BAR/RESTAURANT

for sale. Bar, restaurant and
guesthouse. Good business.
Please call or see our
website for further informa-
tion. Tel: 076-388073 or
01-9792901. Website:
WWW.Siam-business.com

BUSINESS IN PATONG
The Son Company, shop and
8 bedrooms, for sale or lease.
80% financing available. No
key money. Tel: 09-474-
0227. Email: thesonapt 2536
@hotmail.com

ROTATING

restaurant with magnificent
ocean views located on the
main road of Kalim Beach (near
Patong) on 2.5 rai of land. Fan-
tastic opportunity to own the
first rotating restaurant in
Phuket. Investment approxi-
mately 8 million baht. Tel: 01-
8911905. Email: alain@
phuketinternet.co.th

RESTAURANT

for lease. Ready-to-open res-
taurant with fully equipped Eu-
ropean kitchen, and beautiful
apartment upstairs for lease.
1 million baht, monthly rent:
30,000 baht. One year's rent
in advance. Please contact to
discuss. Tel: 01-3976590.

KAMALA BAR

A fully equipped bar in Kamala
for sale. 250,000 baht. Tel:
01-7374295, 01-8929524.
Email: stevebragg28@
hotmail.com

PRIME LOCATION

Bar in the middle of Soi
Bangla in Patong for sale.
Immediate takeover pos-
sible and seller can accept

downpayment. Call or email
for info. For further details,
please see our webpage at
http://phket.loxinfo.co.th/
~bajen Tel: 07-292523.
Email: cal@algonet.se

PUB FOR SALE

in good location in Kata.
Ready to go with aircon, pool
table, darts, music, PC, kit-
chen stuff and stock. Features
3-bed apartment. 900,000
baht. Tel: 07-2775455. Email:
pub867@yahoo.no

GUESTHOUSE, BAR
and restaurant. Beautiful little
guesthouse near Ya Nui
Beach, 2 work permits. Call
Jochen for more details. Tel:
01-2724648. Email: osbornjo
@loxinfo.co.th

BAR/RESTAURANT

with 6-room guesthouse for
sale. Rent: 25,000 baht/
month, 5-year lease. No
Key Money! Located in the
center of Karon Beach with
7-Eleven and ATM next
door. Only 2 minutes' walk
to the beach. The business
has been running since
2000, it has a fully estab-
lished website with on-line
booking facilities. The bar
has a pool table with a
lounge area and all music is
computerized via MP3,
which is interactive for cus-
tomers. Asking priceis 2.8
million baht. Contact Marc.
Tel: 09-908534 3. Email:
karonbeach@hotmail .com.
See our website: www.

baanmaipai.com

DIVE CENTER

sale or partner. French man-
aged dive center on the beach
on Koh Samui for sale or 50%
partnership on offer. Includes
42-foot American speedboat,
big office and new equipment.
Tel: 01-8331508.

THAISTOCKS.COM
Unbiased and objective in-
vestment research. Email:
contact@thaistocks.com

COMPANY & BOAT

for sale. 55-foot junk boat,
imported to Thailand for use as
charter boat. Company ready
and work permits can be ar-
ranged. Estimate daily rental in
peak season 10,000-16,000
baht. Can buy outright or be
partner. Outright offers ac-
cepted inregion of 1.5-2 million
baht. Finance available to right
person. Owner relocating to
Bangkok to take up new posi-
tion. Email: millsdean@
hotmail.com

BANGLA BAR

for sale. 2.5-year lease on of-
fer at1.8 million baht. Tel: O1-
0880353. Email: barrest67
@hotmail.com

ONE GREAT DEAL
New business, bar, restaurant
and 2 apartments. One-year
lease, close to the beach and
fully equipped. Sale due to
relocation. Price: 1.5 million
baht. Tel: 06-7257591 or O1-
0880353. Email: barrest67
@hotmail.com

PATONG BAR

for sale. Includes UBC, sound
system, and all stock and fit-
tings. Price: 700,000 baht
ono. Please call for more de-
tails. Tel: 07-2701932.

RESTAURANT 4 SALE
Well-located restaurant in
Patong. Price: 299,000 baht.
Please call for more details.
Tel: 06-7096415.

Business

Services

BUSINESS SERVICE
Company, visa, work permit.
Tel: 01-9792901, 076-388-
073. www.siam-business.

com

SPECIAL PRICE
699 BAHT ONLY
Eve Express Visa. Extension
in one day at Ranong, includ-
ing insurance. Best service

and safe trip. Available nowv.
Daily trip, start 7:30 am, at
KFC Lotus. Tel: 076-
289201 or 01-56352637.
www.phuketdir.com/
expressvisaextension

INTERNET UNPLUGGED
We have excellent options for
wireless Internet access and
we offer the best proven ser-
vice. If you want a better,
faster, more reliable connec-
tion than a phone ling, call or
email for a free and no-obliga-
tion demonstration on your PC
or laptop. Please contact for
more information. Tel: 01-
8957727. Email: john@
axiominvestments.com

BUSINESS

consulting. The Eu-Thai Busi-
ness Group Co Ltd can do com-
pany formations, investments,
contracts, work permits and
accounting. Please contact to
inquire. Tel: 076-296594.
Email: euthai@web.de

CARIBBEAN BANK
account. Can be opened using
your real name or stay anony-
mous. Operative within 2
working days and major credit
cards, business or private, are
available. Please contact for
further information. Fax USA:
001-1-4354174354. Email:
caribbean@financier.com

INSURANCE AGENCY
Offers health, accident and
travel insurance with no age
limit, and property insurance.
Please call or email for details
and quotation. Tel: 076-296-
594. Email: euthai@web.de

OBITUARY
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Personal
Services
|

NIA YOGA PILATES

Nia Yoga Pilates at the Move-
ment Center. See our website
at www.phuketmoves.com.
Please call or email for further
details. Tel: 076-282408, 01-
7975065.

THAI COOKING

Workshop in small groups, Thai
teacher. Contact for further
information or see our website

at www.siam-business.net/
cook. Tel: 09-7097482.

SEY SPA

at home. We provide spa ser-
vices at your home: Thai mas-
sage, aromatherapy, body
treatments, and nail care by
professionals. Please contact
us for appointment. Tel: 09-
4745428.

OSTEOPATHIC
treatment. Classic massage
and osteopathy in the comfort
of your hotel, gym or home.
Call for further information.
Tel: 07-8900914.

Personal
Services

Wanted

SHOW ON STAGE

We are looking for persons
who have any kind of show to
be on stage in our new caba-
ret. If you are a magician or
have any experience, please
contactus. Tel: 01-8926142.
Email: rivieraph@hotmail.com

NANNY FOR BABY

We are looking for a live-in
nanny to take care of our 19-
month-old son. Excellent salary
and benefits will be offered to
the right person. Tel: O1-
8933571.

ENGLISH TEACHER

I would like to learn English
conversation privately at home
in Chalong. Tel: 076-2564342.
Fax: 076-254341. Email:
wilalook@yahoo.com

BABYSITTER

wanted. We need a full-time
babysitter. Accommodation
and meal provided. Tel: O1-
8918082. Email: dianagohlf@
yahoo.com

e thad oy podd [riend Moo Panerae pers
on fiik lpnesry aftor @ shie illna il agedd anly
saiCers Ol e go o Db

i b ke grmliesien. He had been o coeer
b i s o begone a Caplain in
workd. £

T N IR

2atlerso
.I..l.._. i

I8 desydiad wirke, i his famdly In

1 Pk, iwewer in L Ui ed o K s,
sinddier Wi
Uiz Hritish Hissokd
retirenen femn e werey be sl ugp

m alier 3 yrarw there, mivad e

grgary hoame in Rawm, W
ha wes g ocrck
Phakm He wasalee

Personals

ADOPTION

English/ American family vis-
iting Phuket and looking to
adopt a baby. Please contact
us. Tel: 001-817-9219433 or
076-284413. Email: marius_
juno@sbcglobal.net

BACKGAMMON

players wanted for some ex-
citing games. Please call or
fax for more details. Tel: 076-
386113 or 01-5778443.
Fax: 076-386114.

SPECIAL LADY

Retired Canadian gentleman
needs a special lady as a per-
manent companion. Must be
attractive, 25-50 years old,
cheerful, and willing to travel.
Will offer financial security.
Email: svwalm@hotmail.com

NICE GENTLEMAN

Wish to meet a presentable
lady for friendship or life part-
nership. | am an attractive,
polite, caring man who has a
good and steady life. Email:
patrik269@yahoo.com

AUSSIE GUY 40

Nice, open, honest and roman-
tic guy hoping to meet a special
lady for friendship and maybe
more if we are suited. Your
personality is far more impor-
tant than what you look like or
how old you are. Email:
handyman2 18@hotmail.com

SWITZERLAND
Handsome European man is
looking for a young, sexy
ladyboy. Please apply with
picture. Email: zumikon ch@
hotmail.com

THAI LADIES

Place your details onto the
Internet for free and find a
friend, penpal or maybe even
the love of your life. No mem-
bership or sign up required.
Just send your details and
photo by email to: contact@
thai-connexion.com

LOVELY PUPPIES

for sale. 2 very nice puppies,
white - brown color, 9 weeks
young, looking for agood new
home, single or together. Tel:
01-8945061. Email: pointner
@Ioxinfo.co.th
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Phuket’s Most Trusted &
Reputable Supplier of the Finest
Quality Used SALOONS,
SEDANS, JEEPS & PICKUPS

New cars or trade-ins —
we have what you're
looking for
For more info pls call us at
Tel: 076-224632, 216243
samrarnnit@hotmail.com
WWW.suremotor.com

‘89 TOYOTA

1989 Toyota Corolla Sedan,
1300cc, manual gearbox, tan
color, well-maintained and in
good mechanical condition.
130,000 baht or nearest of-
fer. Tel: 076-282378, 09-
6458068. Email: rodd@
email.com

NISSAN CEFIRO 1999
Only 48,000km. Leather
seats, 2.0 VQ engine (V6),
automatic transmission. One
owner only — 90% as new.
Just completed service with
new air conditioning. All ser-
vices by Nissan. Silver color,
no accidents. Price: 699,000
baht (negotiable). Must see to
decide. Tel: 01-8467770.
Email: stefan.krebs@
bdpthai.com

1996 MAZDA

Astina 1.8L. Manual gear-
box, powver steering, no acci-
dents. 305,000 baht or near-
est offer. Tel: 09-1689723.

_ wﬁ" heels
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TOYOTA FOR SALE
Toyota Corolla sedan. 1996,
auto gears, 1600cc, cream
color, good condition and well-
maintained by Toyota Center.
First-class insurance. Tel: O1-
8915296. Email: jakkyapril@
yahoo.com

VOLVO S80 2,3 T

2000 Model, 45,000km, me-
tallic blue-gray. All services by
Volvo. For sale by owner at 1.6
million baht. Tel: 09-874-
9176, 01-9702419 (Thai).
Email: giske@baankamala.com

DAIHATSU MIRA

for sale. 1995 Daihatsu Mira
in excellent contition — rebuilt
engine, new brakes and paint-
work. 115,000 baht. Tel: 09-
5931188. Email: sunan2515
@hotmail.com

NISSAN SUPER

saloon 1600cc. Bronze pow-
der color. Auto gears, central
locking, powver steering, excel-
lent condition. Lady owner.
380,000 baht. Call for more
info. Tel: 07-29429009.

NV SLX

Nissan NV SLX, 1994, powver
steering, alloy wheels, pink
color. 145,000 baht. Tel: 01-
2721123. Email: ganokitty @
hotmail.com

NISSAN PICKUP

69,000 baht. Old car, butin
good condition. Diesel, red,
sports wheels, good tires.
Tel: 06-9488139. Email:
phuketmotors 1@hotmail.com

TOYOTA TIGER

Year 2000, low mileage, auto-
matic gearbox, silver, ABS,
airbags. 370,000 baht. Tel:
01-8918689. Email: villathani
@hotmail.com

JEEP CHEROKEE
FOR SALE

Jeep Cherokee 4.0L 1998.
Dark blue, automatic, 4wd
leather seats great condi-
tion and good service his-
tory. Price: 490,000 baht.
Tel: 076-383418, 01-536-
5727.

LAND ROVER

Discovery V8. Year 2000,
57,000km. with service book.
Very beautifull and new. Dark
green, low fuel consumption
electronic system. For sale at
only 890,000 baht. Tel: 076-
273461, 01-8626954. Email:
karom@libero.it

KIA SPORTAGE 4 SALE
Great car, 4WD, ABS, all the
extras. 370,000 baht. Tel:
06-6831964 (English), 06-
6833964 (Thai). Email:
franklee200@hotmail.com

CARIBIAN

Red color, registration paid for
2004. Model 92, good runner.
99,000 baht. Call Harry at 07-
8821220.

PT CRUISER

Chrysler PT Cruiser, red, 4
doors, year 2001. Real beau-
tiful American car. 25,000km.
Only one in Phuket. 1.69 mil-
lion baht. Tel: 09-1956988.

CARIBIAN JEEP

1989 model, white, stereo,
4WD, in good condition, new
tires. Tel: 09-1956988.

Please use this form to write your classified advertisement.
Then hand it to any of our agents.

[N A O O (L5 1)

Classified ads are charged per line. Each line is 60 baht,
with a minimum of 4 lines (heading included) per ad.

All advertising must be paid for in advance.
Deadline for Wheels & Motors page: Saturday 12 noon.

Motorbikes

HONDA & SUZUKI
Suzuki 750 Intruder in excel-
lent condition. Price: 80,000
baht. Also have Honda Rebel
250cc for sale at 20,000 baht.
Tel: 06-9488139. Email:
phuketmotors 1@hotmail.
com

HONDA DASH 125CC
Do you like a small and cheap
bike but also with lots of
horsepower? This 2-stroke,
manual 6-speed bike with
front and rear disc brakes is
really something for fun driv-
ing. 1997 model, but only
18,000km and in good condi-
tion. Comes with pack box.
Bought 3 months ago for
36,000 baht, but priced at
only 28,000 for quick sale.
Tel: 078-826102. Email:
kristian@tarning.com

HONDA PHANTOM

Honda Phantom 200cc, 1
year old, 8,000km, black-sil-
ver color, very good condition,
many optional extras. 75,000
baht. Tel: 076-321328. Email:
ratchanee@hotmail.com

1997 HONDA DREAM
100. Electric starter, good
condition. 24,500km.
18,000 baht. Tel: 076-345-
239, 06-2688859. Email:
robertyoung@mailexcite.com

YAMAHA V-MAX
Tip-top condition. For sale at
90,000 baht. Contact Jay.
Tel: 09-8745286. Email:
jnattapolu@yahoo.com

HARLEY DYNA

Super Glide custom, 2001,
1450cc. 600,000 baht. Very
nice bike. Purple. | have 2 cus-
tom rear fenders — one short
—and a new 150 rear tire.
And Thunderhead pipes. The
plate number is 666. Tel: 06-
2775298. Email: thai_harly@
hotmail.com

JRD MOTOR-SCOOTER
for sale. 2003 Storm model,
500km, red, looks like new.
Selling for personal reasons.
Tel: 09-4739293. Email: jbct
@phuketinternet.co.th

HONDA CB1 400CC
Looks very nice, is in good
condition and well-maintained.
Black with chrome parts,
Phuket plates, 79,000 baht
cash. Tel: 076-292319. Email:
Richi.s@bluemail.ch

HONDA NOVA

RS Dash. 1995 model in excel-
lent condition with lots of
spares. For sale from original
owner at 19,000 baht. Tel:
06-2811945. Email: mike@
ethailand.com

HONDA WAVE

110cc. Kick starter, 1.5 years
old, silver, mint condition,
23,000 baht. Tel: 01-895-
0859.

HONDA STEED 600

Black/chrome, 1993, top con-
dition, extras, not a rental bike.
Just moved from Bangkok,
registration number 777. Must
see. 160,000 baht, inclusive
of registration. Tel: 01-978-
5501, 076-344707. Email:
baansuanvilla@hotmail.com

LUGGAGE RACK
Luggage rack and weather
cover for pickup for sale. Fits
Ford Ranger, and possibly
other pickups too. Speedy
bargain good price. Call or email
for inspection and give us a
price offer. Tel: 076-248626.
Fax: 076-248626. Email:
lovinda1@hotmail.com

MITSUBISHI
MINIBUS
Price: 140,000 baht.
Parked at Patong Condotel
(Sky Inn). Tel: 09-4740227.
Email: thesonbusiness@
hotmail.com

Rentals

CAR FOR RENT

Toyota Altis and Toyota
Vios. Brand new. Special
price, long term only. Tel:
09-8314703, 076-282-
314.

CAR FOR RENT

Brand new Toyota Vios for
rent. Special offer for long-
term rental. Tel: 09-474-
5428.

NEW CARS 4 RENT

New Honda City sport cars,
year 2004, automatic trans-
missions, 1500cc, bronze or
gold colors. Very good condi-
tion and at special price, with
insurance. Tel: 01-8915296.
Email: jikkycar@yahoo.com

MOTORBIKE 4 RENT
We have a motorbike for rent
at 100-120 baht per day. For
rentals of one month, it is
2,800 baht. Tel: 09-473-
0463. Email: sunisadia@
hotmail.com

4 WHEEL DRIVE

for lease. Mitsubishi pickup
truck, 4 wheel drive, 4 doors,
powver steering, perfect con-
dition. For long-term lease at
14,000 baht/month. Tel: 01-
8974180. Fax: 076-322098.
Email: gay@islandtechnology.

com

CAMPING CAR

wanted. VW, Chervy or other
make in reasonable condition
or which needs to be fitted out.
Big enough to stand up inside,
double bunk, toilet/shower,
cooking space, sitting area,
driver and passenger seats in
the front, preferably auto-
matic. Must have correct pa-
pers; does not have to be Thai-
registered. Must be available
at areasonable price. Please
email details to: info@phuket-
boat-charter.com

CHOPPER WANTED
I am looking to buy a chopper
of 400cc-600cc. If you have
one, please email a picture or
call. Tel: 06-9412918. Email:
noelphuket@hotmail.com

NV WANTED

Not queen cab. Cash waiting
for the right truck. Tel: O1-
8954480. Email: guardian@
loxinfo.co.th

Don’t miss Phuket’s largest motor show!

Check the Wheels & Motors section at
www.phuketgazette.net/classifieds
for new postings — daily.

Special Offer/

Place your Wheels & Motors ad online
and it will appear in the next available issue
of the Phuket Gazette, free of charge.
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140 baht

41 Mimmart ..eeeevrreeens

A-One Market Place (opposite Police Station) ............
PO RN oo i s gt s s s s
weee 1N the cafetena, Tel: 076-254421

Bangkok Phuket Hospital .......ocoecvvee

Bookazine PROME ... it miniesrsissmssrrv s
Booksiore al BOBINSONS ..o ecccc e e eriaiinaen
Choice Foods Thailand Lid .....c.ovrinmmeemimmersmmmems
Dl Superenmrlet i e
Lxok: Yo Bookitane: s s
Dok Wik BOOREOmS: o e it st e
B |, | S S
O PO L it srit il it s bl Pk el
Flintstone Bakery — Dulwich International College ...
Gift Shop - Andaman Beach SUies ...
e 2 Patak Rd, Muang, Tel; 076-330330

Gift Shop — Kata Beach Resort ...

Ciift Shop ~ Merlin Beach ReSort .......ccoeiennniin
Gift Shop — Novotel Phuket Resort ....ooceeeeeneniisseien

Good Earth 2nd Hand Bookstore
L.L.C. Language School .........ccceervimnsens

Julapan BOOKBIOPE ..o s i o
| R a1 o RN L ST RN L L L REST SRR SL VL
e 3 Rasada Rd, Phuket Town, Tel: 076-223410

H-.H-I'I'IJH- Hﬂk‘:r_'e-' TiIEEErrITIRERTIIIY

Koh Kacw Supermarket .........cccorenmmiinsssnriinsasessmssessses
L R O i i v i
1 Bl T [Ty e e S S
Mz NMop BOOKSIOPE ......ccoumimiiiimmmseriismsmimnssssisssssnris
MNai Indra Bookstore ..
e Coliseum Theatre Building, Phuket Town, Tel: 076-256336

Mai Indra in Black Canyon .......cccov..

T R

P IVINEIRRRY ... oocicesivimmipssissiinibiman b i

Phuket International Hospatal ...

weeneeens 1NeAT Roberta Restaurant, Beach Rd, Kamala, Tel; 076-389313
. 75/23-25 Patak Rd (Chalong Circle). Tel: 076-280089

Rim Haad Minimart .........coormemerees
Rung Napa Supermarket ...........

Sawasdee MIMIMATT ..
-~ Big C Supercenter. Tel; 076-249422/3

Se-Ed Book Center ...

se=bl Hook Cender sl naditias
Seng Ho BOOKBIOTE ......ccomeiiiciieerriviresmassesssriissssesrens
N PRODO LAY | o o bsnssmemnittdenmsinims ot binssms e depesbinan et it
Sunrise Coffee HOUSE ..oovveeccvvssssessssssssssssssssssssrns
The Bakery & Fresh Juice Bar ...
. 33-55 Phuket Road, Tel; 076-224362

The Books - Phuket Town ...oeeeevvecrnns

The Books (RAMala) ... siasncsssmaeesssnas
T R LI i piim i s st g v
Top Ten SUPEIMBIIOT ..o csmimisistiaiimssiniasiisiss
ceeee 1 L ha0fa East Rd, Chalong. Tel: 01-9568659

.ue.. Tinlay Village (at entrance to Laguna Phuket). Tel: 09-8721308
veeee Ml Khao, Tel: 076-206652 / 076-206651

Laed BOOKS ... i
Whispering Cock ......

Yacht Haven / Haven Restaurant ........ccooveeeineinnnen
Wacht Haven Marna™s O i ciiiinens

3/5 Moo 9, Chaofa Rd, Chalong. Tel: 076-381526

-« 15/12 Moo 3, Kamala Main Rd. Tel: 076-278019

Canal Village, Laguna Phuket, Chemgtalay. Tel: 076-270958

94/13 Moo 3, Kamala Beach. Tel: 076-271062
18 Bangla Rd, Patong Beach. Tel: 076-345833/4
Phuket Town. Mo direct telephone.

- 193 Moo &, Chaofa Rd, Chalong, Tel: 076-283158/9

17/30 Rat-U-Thit Rd, Patong Beach. Tel: 076-342275
43/1 Phang Nga Rd, Phuket Town. Tel: 076-258040
39024 Yaowarat Rd. Tel: 076-218214

53/5 Boi Saiyuan, Moo 7, Rawai. Tel; 076-288229

67/3 Wichitsongkram Rd, Muang. Tel: 076-222210

39 Moo 2, Thepkrasattri Rd, Koh Kacw. Tel: 01-8922392
60/12 Rat-Utit Song Rot Pee Rd, Patong. Tel: 076-341879

Tri Trang Beach, Patong. Tel: 076-294300
Kalim Beach Rd, Patong,. Tel: 076-342777
114/52 Patak Rd, Kata Beach. Tel: 076-288643

e 10713 Patak Rd, Chalong Circle. Tel: 076-280433

16/6 Chaofa Rd, Chalong Circle. Tel: 076-282254
245 Koktanod Rd, Karon, Tel; 09-7298991
107/4 Moo 4, Patak Rd, Rawai (at the Circle). Tel: §76-2808001'3

59 Taina Rd, Kata Center. Tel: 076-330898
22/1 Moo 2, Thepkrasattri Bd (in Boat Lagoon). Tel: 076-238950
Le Meridien Phuket. Tel: 076-340480-5

517135 Moo 6, Vichisongkram Rd, Kathu (in Caltex station}. Tel: 076-254199

146 Rat-Utit Song Roi Pee Rd, Patong. Tel: 076-295480
304-306 Phuket Rd, Phuket Town. Tel: 076-256220
19/4% Moo ¥, Chaofa Rd, Chalong, Muang. Tel: 076-282403

31/3 Moo 8, Sakdidet Rd, T. Wichit. Tel: 076-391927
Opposite information counter. Tel: 076-249400

S8 Moo 6, Rawai, Tel; 076-288044
30-32 Jedbwan Rd. Karon, Tel: 1-67a7040%

Tesco Lotus, Tel: 076-23511%
2114-16 Montn Rd, Phuket Town. Tel: 076-211396

I'W Mamott Phuket Resort and Spa, Mai Khao. Tel: 076-338000, ext 3403-5

49 Thalang Rd, Phuket Town. Tel; 076-211230
Corner of Bangla Rd and Beach Rd. Patong. Tel: 076-340107

.43/ 44-45 Moo 5, Wiset Rd, Rawai, Muang, Tel: 076-280962

Phuket Boat Lagoon. Tel: 076-238941

127/1 Moo 3, Kamala. Tel: 076-385154
% Rassada Rd, Muang. Tel; 076-355233
68 Ranong Rd, Phuket Town. Tel: 076-212091

The Gazette Guide 2004 goes on sale 23 Jan at:

- Al the entrance to Laguna Phuket. Tel: 076-325436

140 haht

140 baht

.. Chaofa Rd, (opp Flintstone Bakery), 999 meters from Chalong Circle, Tel; 076-282354

140 baht

Phuket Island Marina Co Lid. 1412 Moo 2, Mai Khao, Thalang. Tel: 076-206652

For a list of guide retailers outside Phuket, see page 32 of this issue of the Phuket Gazette.
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